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Approximate location 
of explosion

NY-53’s Launcher Area is now developed property south of Kings Highway 

Boundary of 
Launcher Area
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Chronology (1 of 3)
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Date Action Source Reference

24 Feb 1955 U.S. Army requests the right to use 14.4 acres of land 
at U.S. Naval Ammunition Depot Earle for NY-53

U.S. Navy letter, dated 30 Sep 1956 Page 8

3 Feb 1956 U.S. Navy approves the U.S. Army’s request of 24 Feb 
1955 for the right to use 14.4 acres of land at U.S. 
Naval Ammunition Depot Earle for NY-53

U.S. Navy letter, dated 30 Sep 1956 Page 8

16 Sep 1956 U.S.A. files Complaint in Civil Number 859-55 in the 
District Court of the United States for the District of 
New Jersey

Schedule B to Civil Action 859-55, dated 
27 Mar 1956

Pages 9 and 
10

30 Sep 1956 U.S. Navy transfers to the U.S. Army the 14.4 acres of 
land at U.S. Naval Ammunition Depot Earle for NY-53

U.S. Navy letter, dated 30 Sep 1956 Page 11

15 May 1957 Battery B, 526th AAA Missile Battalion departs Fort 
Tilden, NY, and arrives at NY-53 

DA Form 1, dated 15 May 1957 Page 12

25 Jun 1957 General Site & Building Use Plan File No. 7658-201, dated 25 Jun 1957 Pages 13 and 
14

29 Mar 1963 U.S. Army reports NY-53 as excess real property Standard Form 118, dated 3 May 1963 Page 15

U.S. Army asks Congress to approve disposal of NY-53 Red Bank Register, 3 Apr 1963, page 1 Page 16
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Chronology (2 of 3)
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Date Action Source Reference

10 Dec 1964 14.4 acres returned to the U.S. Navy P.W. Drawing No. SK-562C, dated 10 Dec 
1964

Page 17

31 Dec 1964 USA by HEW deeds to BOE of Vocational Schools, 
County of Monmouth

Deed Book 3380, Pages 128-136, 
recorded 11 Jan 1965

Page 18

6 Apr 1966 Development plan for the area around the Launcher 
Area (referred to West Farms at Kings Highway is 
filed.

Case 83-1, recorded 6 April 1966 Page 19

6 May 1969 BOE of Vocational Schools, County of Monmouth to 
BOT Brookdale Community College

DHEW Letter dated 19 Jun 1969 Page 20

22 Jan 1976 BOT Brookdale Community College to USA The Daily Register, page 15. 23 Jan 1976 Page 21

20 Mar 1978 USA by HEW consent to retransfer to BOT Brookdale 
Community College

Deed Book 4092, Pages 697-703, 
recorded 20 Apr 1978

Page 22

30 Mar 1978 BOT Brookdale Community College deed to BOE 
Township of Middletown

Deed Book 4092, Pages 704-717, 
recorded 20 Apr 1978

Page 23

11 Jul 1980 BOE Township of Middletown deed to USA by 
Secretary of Education

Deed Book 4252, Pages 678-684, 
recorded 20 Sep 1980

Page 24
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Chronology (3 of 3)
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Date Action Source Reference

26 Aug 1980 Department of Education reports the Launcher Area 
as excess property to the GSA

Standard Form 118 dated 26 Aug 1980 Page 25

20 Apr 1983 GSA opens sealed bids for the Launcher Area Undated GSA Invitation GS-01-DR-E-3-
0126

Page 26

27 Apr 1983 GSA accepts offer for the Launcher Area from John 
M. Galesi of Butgal Realty Co.

GSA letter dated 27 April 1983 Page 27

28 Jul 1983 Butgal Realty assigns the Launcher Area to Lincroft 
Enterprises, Gerold Kanengiser

Assignment Statement dated 28 July 
1983

Page 28

3 Aug 1983 GSA deed to Lincroft Enterprises, Gerold Kanengiser Deed Book 4425, Pages 861-864, 
recorded 19 August 1983

Page 29

6 Nov 1985 Development plan for the Launcher Area (referred to 
as Barbara Court) is filed.

Case 204-10, recorded 6 November 
1985

Page 30
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fr- -it bo. anas (aj-jjcc

department of the navy

following 
20 foot nore 
or less; (3) 
N 220 09’ E 
t84 reot more

Il-320A/fc 
nn/ri-i 
U3I-3-WO-H

Subj:

Het:

Fron: 
To:

Encl:

Chief, Bureau of Yards and Docks
Office of Chief of Engineers. Real Estate Division, 
Department of the Army, Washington 25, D. C.
U. 3. Haval Ammunition Depot, Eerie, 0. J.; Transfer 
of rights to use of l^.V acres, to the Department of 
tile Army for MIKE N.Y. Site Ito. 53.

(a) C.O.B., U. 3. Aruy Itr 1IAKR0 of 2*+ Peb 1955 to 
condt jro
hap - N.Y. Defense Area - Battery 5301(1)

reference (a) the Department of the Amy requested the 
_____ of lend at the subject Depot for "IKE 
On 3 February 1D56 the oocretary of the.. ... .... --------

as emended

By-------------
ht to use 1*»A acres
. Bite No. 53. C- - ------ ----------- --

Navy .-.pproved that request. Accordingly ond pursuant to the_ 
authority of the Act of Congress of June 30, 19*9, as amende! 
(UO U.C.C. i»71 et soq.) and Depai'tnent of Defence Directive 
K0.M65.6 ds.tod September 15. 1955, end subject to the terns 
and conditions of use prov.iod hereinafter, there ag^horeby 
transferred to the Department of the Amy as of the date of 
this letter, the necessary rights of use in the following 
described ] . . .-

tho 
tho

property for the purpose of construction, naintonanco 
operation of a DIKE installation, N.Y. Site Ho. 53, at 
Naval Ananviition Depot, Earle, Row Jersey for so long as 
property is used for that purpose:

Force! No, 1 2 ^4^.

Beginning at n point In the southerly boundary line 
of lands of the United States of America (Department 
of the Bevy) at tho northeasterly corner of lands 
of liobcrt A. Curas. Sunni:.* thence 3 78° 2iP W, along 
s.-id lands of Ceres, 583 foot more or less, thence

670 51' U, along said lords of Ceres and along 
lands of Lowell C. Bolllnghan, 828 feet more or less; 
thence through lands of the United States of America 
(Department of the- Davy) the 
courses and distances; (1) N 
or less; (2) K 65° 15‘ E 505 
3 6?° 511 E 300 feet Biorc or 
155 feet, norc or less; (5) 3

eight (8) 
22*’ 09’ E 
feet reorc 
leas; (M 
630 15' Z

U.S. Navy Letter, dated 30 September 1956. Source: National Archives at Boston
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9Schedule B to Civil Action 859-55, dated 27 March 1956. Source: National Archives at New York City

Besides easements, the property obtained for the 
Launcher Area consisted of:
• Tract A: 14.40 acres permitted by the U.S. Navy, 

mostly for the Control Area, but a small portion to 
access the Launcher Area

• Tract A100: 10.66 acres from John West
• Tract A101: 7.50 acres from Antoinette Schildge
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DA Form 1, dated 15 May 1957. Source: National Archives at St. Louis
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BUILDING USE

PUMP HOUSE

BLDG 
NR

SENTRY booth (PROGRAMMED)
£ M BARRACKS

ENG GEN

ACQUISITION RADAR
MISSILE TRACKING RADAR

TARGET TRACKING RADAR_____  __________
CONTROL VANS

GROSS FL 
ARE A S F

4 0
' j 22JL

3 4 7

'NTERCONN CORRIDOR 
FREQ CHANGER BLDG

File No. 7658-201, dated 25 June 1957. Source: National Park Service, Fort Wadsworth, NY

t - ~ ; ----------- ----- —. J

loo SENTRY BOOTH (PROGRAMMED ) 4 0 I
1 101 1 PUMP HOUSE __________ ‘ ‘ " 347102 ADMIN REC & STORAGE__ BLDG " ' 4 16 5 1

103 MESS HALL___ '' -----  ” 2 68 0 t[ 104 EM BAR RACK S ft B 0 Q , (56 EM - 4 OFF) 76 3 2 */ 105 MISSILE ASSEMBLY B TEST BLDG ’ '
15 7 2 ![ 106 - GENERATOR bldg "" --------— 8 2 0 |

1 07 OPERATORS SHELTER_________ — 6 R 11 08 1 Au f U S 1 0H A G E. " "“**“—-——■
4 2 ’109 ] Ml SSILE STQR A GE (TYPE C ) ——

110] MISSILE STORAGE (TYPE C) “ ----------------- 3652
3954

1 II [ MISSILE STORAGE (TYPE B) - ----------------------
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LEGEND

--------20----------

existing permanent building

existing TEMPORARY building

EXISTING CONTOUR
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY line (GOV'T OWNED)

GOVERNMENT EASEME NT, LEASE , PERMIT LINE

GOVERNMENT prop line, permit from dept. u.sn.

File No. 7658-201, dated 25 June 1957. Source: National Park Service, Fort Wadsworth, NY Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 14
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The excess Inata Het inc ho* bean I«©rcwad with various typas of building* r 
•structure*, utllitl** ucd tuppcrting facilities of pamenent typo construction.

There are no public roads providing direct access to the inctails tian. 
Access la possible only oy use cf Gc*er meet-owned roads (Brtrol and Hcxnnrady 
y.ccdc) under the >nrfsdletloo of tho Dapartxx^t of the lory, or through 
privately cvned lands lying between the irotallatloc oed Mountain Hill 
Fond, a piblic read.

Infarretian received frua J>pertn.»!tr: of Defense (Office of Civil 
Dcfsc^c), indicates that ti» Local civil defense director has expreu**d 
a definite interest in possible ufclUsatico of installation for civil 
defence purposes- In tbs event thi property 17 disposed of for such 
purpose*, the conveyance should contain a c<xuiltior. restricting the 
use of the property to civil de leone purpceco for a period, of twenty 
years with reverter to the United State* for breach of coailtiona in 
aecordanen with agreeae.-t between the Dopartosnt of Defense and GsmtoI 
Scrvleas Adninlstraticn.

The excess property Lx; bseo ecrssewd against the Jxovn defease ueeis 
of <b* Deprtrtsent cf Defense by Office, Chief of fnatrecra, with negative 
results- The property ms reported to the Zraed Services Ccexltoece of 
Congress ac. 29 Kerch IJc} pursuant to previsions of Title 1C, Voiced states 
Code. Saccion 2652, so encoded, an! ths »w^uir*u thirty day period expired 
on 28 April 19$3.

The follcvito exhibits ara sade a part of this declaration;

Schedule A - Standard Fam 113a - Build 1-gs, Structures, 
Utilities and Miscellaneous Facilities

Schedule B - Standard Fens HtB - Land

SdNdolt C - Fartaatar Descriptions

Hchafulc D - r-cnerrl Bite and Building Use Plan Ito?

5ehtiulr 5 - ?l&al Project Kan

Schedule ? - Retort cf Title

2

Standard Form 118, dated 3 May 1963. Source: FRC Lees Summit Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 15



Chapel Hill Site 
Disposal Sought

I
WASMINOTOT (API — Thfl 
Army hu askoi Congress to ap­
prove disposal ef three Burplcu 
KIKE Ajax nites: in New Jertty< 
SttL ulitfoid K Cai*, FWC I,, 
4 nember d the Sttfefaj Armed 
Senkrc Comnhrte, Mid th* elm 
art in WayiH Township. Pisaalc 
Courdy; Chapel MJ'.I, MlddlelOWii 
Tbwnahlp, and Summit

The Army can turn the S11« 
over to Um General StrricH Ack 
jnlrilatraticn for disposal unital 
the Senato w Hduat Armed Saw 
tees CommltteB block! it.

.•■ft

Red Bank Register, 3 April 1963, page 1. Source: http://209.212.22.88/
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P.W. Drawing No. SK-562C, dated 10 December 1964. Source: Department of Navy FOIA DON-NAVY-2015-000740 Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 17



Deed Book 3380, Pages 128-136, recorded 11 Jan 1965. Source: Monmouth County Archives, Monmouth County, New Jersey Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 18



19Open Public Records Search System, 10 November 2017. Source: Monmouth County Clerk, Monmouth County, New Jersey

Case Number 83-1, recorded 6 April 1966. Source: Monmouth County, New Jersey
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CEPAFrrMtNT OF HEALTH. JOUCATtCM. ANO WELFARE
AC4IOHAL.

BaylCC XI
36- FrtWIll Plaza 

Bev loii, w*'J lack lOCtr?

June 19. 1*9

In reply zwr«r tor 
13;.®

Reference:
Oev Tort Defense Arsa (?)
Elite &tttery JIT-5 J 
thnauhlp of MUAletora 
M~, r/v-i ■-'- County, Bev J era ay

Hr. Allert Ullflcm, Chief CJaA Bo- D-HJ-*36 - ^AMPdher
Beni Property Division
Property ffeuagctient and Disposal Sam co
fenersl 3er4p«a Adniciie krai ice
95 Federal P1AM
hev Tors, S.L lone loOC?

Dear Kr, WflAoa:

Ctas«P.t to Retransfer dated btay 6, 19^9. eiifeject jm#irty vn* 
tvtriwfttnwt ITdu tie 3<Mrt of Uuratict of ttie Tocatlottl Sehdole 
l*i tie County H«wautli, Freehold, Saw Jeroey, to ti)» Banza of 
T^-.nr.F^r uf- Ww»TiniHlr .VrwTniMt,y IdJaeroftz Bev Jereej'.
fbr eduoatLoual uee.

I'izee Mnfont«il copies Of th* retranirfer Itmtirmcnt, to !• 
attached "Eiiiihit I", Pert, for yeur InfOMUtloo and use, are enclosed.

Sincerely yotirn,

Acting Pagiccial Repruematin
Wfla* of Suerplui Propnrty 'Jtill lit ion

Sdelomr-rc

Department HEW Letter, dated 19 June 1969. Source: National Archives at Boston
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The Daily Register
VOL. 96 NO.143 SHREWSBURY. N. J. FRIDAY. JANUARY 23. 1976 15 CENTS

Brookdale gives 
base back to U.S.

LINCROFT • Tte former 
MkMlefown Nike base wlucti 
had been pari of the BrwW- 
dale Cammnnlljr College 
campus for the pan da yean 
was returned to IM federal 
government by the resat y 
college'a Board of Trustees 
last eight

The board renxiveyrd the 
properly Io Uacfo Sam with 
(haute

• Aid we re receiving ea
artly what art paid lor II — 
■othlag.*' board attorney 
Charlee L. Morgan eon

conduel tag ua auto lech­
oology, •toctroaka, drafUai 
and designing and tahalaim 
therapy- program! there 
Those programs ail hare 
moved into the roUep'a new 
Natural and Applied Scireres 
iMUtate oo the main campus 
in Uncroft

William Mahleisea was 
named to the campus police 
deportment at an annual sala­
ry of » T71 The campan p» 
Ilea force now somber* It of 
firm

George Bleltu and board 
member Ton Doremus were 
named trustees of the Brook.

The Daily Register, 23 January 1976, page 15. Source: http://209.212.22.88/ Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 21



Deed Book 4092, Pages 697-703, recorded 20 Apr 1978. Source: Monmouth County Archives, Monmouth County, New Jersey Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 22



Deed Book 4092, Pages 704-717, recorded 20 Apr 1978. Source: Monmouth County Archives, Monmouth County, New Jersey Location of NY-53’s Launcher Area, 19 November 2017 23
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Undated GSA Invitation GS-01-DR-E-3-0126. Source: National Archives at Boston
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ASSIGNMENT

FOR VALUE RECEIVED

ZS. 1983

The undersigned hereby assigns, transfers, sets over 
unto Lincroft Enterprises, Inc. all of Its rights, 
title and Interest and contract for the purchase of 
the Former Nike Battery NY-53, Middletown Township, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey, all as set forth in "In­
vitation ior Bids" No. GS-01-DR-E-3-0126.

BUTGAL REALTY CO., INC.

Lincroft Enterprises, 
Kanengiaer, Esq. does 
me nt and agrees to bo

Inc., by its ^attorney, Ceroid 
hereby accept the within Assign­
bound by tfte terms thereof.

Gero'

Assignment Stated, dated 28 July 1983. Source: National Archives at Boston
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29Open Public Records Search System, 10 November 2017. Source: Monmouth County Clerk, Monmouth County, New Jersey

Deed Book 4425, Pages 861-864, recorded 19 August 1983. Source: Monmouth County, New Jersey
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30Open Public Records Search System, 10 November 2017. Source: Monmouth County Clerk, Monmouth County, New Jersey

Case Number 204-10, recorded 6 November 1985. Source: Monmouth County, New Jersey
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