
REQUEST TO TRANSFER, APPROVAL, AND 
RECEIPT OF RECORDS TO NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

OF THE UNITED STATES 
(See Instructions bn reverse)

j LEAVtTBLANK RG
(UNIT ,
■: -j ,x'r~ V" . • DATE RECEIVED UNIT DATE RECEIVED

JOB NUMBER/,., ' - / JOB NUMBER , ,

1. TYPE OF ACTION . 2. TO 3. UNIT THAT CREATED THE RECORDS ... ....
„ A. OFFER OF
-pi UNSCHF.D- 
Ld ■- ULED

RECORDS

. : A. RECORDS DISPOSITION DIVISION . -
apl MAILING ADDRESS:
L—I ' ■ GENERAL SERVICES'ADMINISTRATION (NCD) 

WASHINGTON,-DC ,.20408 t

A. AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT

0F'THE-'&£ FORCE''" '
B. MAJOR SUBDIVISION

Air Force Systems Command ...........B. NATIONAL ARCHIVES

B. TRANSFER

I—I MAILING ADDRESS: -.
I—J - GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NNB) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20408 .'..-■-

C. MINOR SUBDIVISION , .. . _

mw0TicAi=!sirstB^s;pivisiQH-!:'’;"" '■■'“'h'"" ■ : i
n °f
I—I SCHEDULEC

RECORDS
C. REGIONAL ARCHIVES T

i—l FEDERAL ARCHIVES AND RECORD CENTER 
1_J GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

□.NAME OF UNIT .
/.r;-„ ■ ■ ■ ■

E. NAME OF PERS0N WITH WHOM TO CONFER ABOUT THE 
REC0RDS

F. TELEPHONE fin-

4. CURRENT .
jA- AGENCYSPACE (Give location) C,REQUESTED 

-TRANSFER
. DATE.

RECORDS B. FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (Identify center and FRC accession no. and enter location) 
|K| KPRC (CPR) Various accessions ana1locations <■ rASAP-;-

, , , , \ , 5. RECORDS DATA.
A. DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS (Give overall.title of records, individual documents, dates, and attach Standard Form 135, if records.are now in FRC. 

• Continue on separate sheet of paper, If necessary.) ' - ■ ’ '

..[71 r-f ire attachFn Central- Decimal Correspondence Kiles. of ■.the-Eagijieer.iHg . ;<
.. -Division,.!, 'Material,-Command, WrightrPatterspn Mr Force-; .Rasa* ■ •■

HattachedSHEET(S> (Also referred to as the "’Sarah .Clark File")

B. EST. VOLUME
cu. ft.

1375

cu. mtr.
C. ARE RECORDS SUBJECT TO PRIVACY. ACT? (If yes, 

cite agency system-number and F;R. volume and page . 
number for most recent notice and,attach a copy)

Pi ISO

E. RECORDS CONTROL SCHEDULE/ITEM NO. OR 
APPRAISAL JOB.NO. . J

• H/A. - ...,'. ;

D. SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS TO BE IMPOSED (Include justification and 
and cite statute or FOI exemption that authorizes such restrictions)

F, AGENCY REMARKS

- 6. STATEMENT OR AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE,

;N0 -

The records described above and on the attached pages are hereby offered for deposit with the National Archives of the United States In accordance with
44 U.S.C. 2103. It Is agreed that these records will be administered In accordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. Chapter 21, 41 C.F.R.T01-ll;411,'41 C.F.R.' 
105-61, and such other.rules or regulations as may be prescribed by the Administrator of General Services or the Archivist of the United States.1 Unless specified 
and justified above, there are no restrictions on the use of these records other than the general and specific record group restrictions on the use of records In the 

, National Archives of the United States that have been published in 41 C.F.R. 105-61.53 or in the Guide to the National Archives of the United States., The Ar
chivist of the United States-may destroy;'donate, or-otherwise dispose of any containers, duplicate records, unused forms, blank stationery, nonarchival printed 
or.processed material, or other nonrecord material In any manner authorized by law or regulation without further consent of this agency. I certify that any re
strictions specified by this-agency on the use of these records are in conformance with the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552 and that I am authorized by the head of 
this.agency to act for the agency on.matters pertaining to the disposition of agency records. . . .

A. ACTION

A. SIGNATURE OF AGENCY. B. TITLE C. MAILING ADDRESS D. DATE
'REPRESENTATIVE' 1 Chief, Doe ' "" .-■■•-■ ■ '' '■■

Directorate' of ? Main ■■ Wsb/ DC 20330 ■ !-e -• ■20 @et-82-
7. ACTION TAKEN BY NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

,, B. NARS CONCURRENCES

EZIarproved

[—] DISAPPROVED

BI NARS REMARKS REGARDING DISPOSITlON/SHIPPING

INITIALS UNIT DATE INITIALS UNIT DATE

। dr ■ ; -r • S-' J’’CL > ' ’ ' ■ 1 '■ •'

. . 1 - •

C. FOR NARS'USE 
ONLY



REQUEST TO TRANSFER,.APPROVAL, AND 1

RECEIPT OF RECORDS TO NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
OF THF UNITED STATFS

RG

UNIT

Jjcty
DATE RECEIVED UNIT DATE RECEIVED

■ CgUqr-
1.TYPE OF ACTION

^S?g Instructions

2. TO

JOB NUMBER

3. UNIT THAT CREr

JOB NUMBER

^TEDTHERECORDS
A. OFFER OF 

EFT UNSCHED- 
tLI ULED 

RECORDS

A. RECORDS DISPOSITION DIVISION
£-] MAILING ADDRESS:
L-J GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NCD)

WASHINGTON, DC 20408

A. AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
B. MAJOR SUBDIVISION

B. TRANSFER
[—1 OF
1—I SCHEDULEC 

RECORDS

4. CURRENT 
LOCATION OF 
RECORDS

B. NATIONAL ARCHIVES Air Force Systems Command
1—1 MAILING ADDRESS:
1—1 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NNB) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20408

C. MINOR SUBDIVISION

AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS DIVISION
C. REGIONAL ARCHIVES

|—1 FEDERAL ARCHIVESAND RECORD CENTER
1__ 1 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

□.NAME OF UNIT

t. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER ABOUT THE 
CONTENT OF THE RECORDS

Pat Clement
F. TELEPHONE (In

clude area code)

FTS-273-7248
[----- 1 A. AGENCY SPACE (Give location) C. REQUESTED 

TRANSFER 
DATE

।—-. B. FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (Identify center andFRC accession no. and enter location)
LSI NPRC (CPR) Various accessions and locations_______, ___ ASAP______

5. RECORDS DATA
A. DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS (Give overall title of records, individual documenta, dates, and attach Standard Form 135, if records are now in FRC. 

Continue on separate sheet of paper. If necessary.)

OSF 135 attached Central Decimal Correspondence File, 1917-5^, of the Engineering 

0 separate SHEET(S) Division, Material Command, Wright-Patter son Air Force Base.
attached (Also referred to as the "Sarah Clark File")

E. RECORDS CONTROL SCHEDULE/ITEM NO. OR 
APPRAISAL JOB NO.

B. EST. VOLUME C. ARE RECORDS SUBJECT TO PRIVACY ACT? 
cite agency system number and F;R. volume and 
number for most recent notice and,attach a copy.

(If. yest 
>age .

D. SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS TO BE IMPOSED (Include justification and 
and die statute or FOI exemption that authorizes such restrictions)

cu. ft. cu. mtr.

^37^ NO NO
F. AGENCY REMARKS:

N/A
6. STATEMENT OR AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE

The records described above and on the attached pages are hereby offered for deposit with the National Archives of the United States In accordance with
44 U.S.C. 2103. It Is agreed that these records will be administered in accordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. Chapter 21, 41 C.F.R. 101-11.411,'41 C.F.R. 
105-S1, and such other rules or regulations as may be prescribed by the Administrator of General Services or the Archivist of the United States. Unless specified 
and justified above, there.are no restrictions on the use of these records other than the general and specific record group restrictions on the use of records In the 
National Archives of the United States that have been published In 41 C.F.R. 105-61.53 or in the Guide to the National Archives of the United States. The Ar
chivist of the United States may destroy, donate, or otherwise dispose of any containers, duplicate records, unused forms, blank stationery, nonarchival printed 
or processed material, or other nonrecord material in any manner authorized by law or regulation without further consent of this agency. 1 certify that any re

strictions specified by this agency on the use of these records are In conformance with the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552 and that I am authorized by the head of 
this.agency to act for the agency on matters pertaining to the disposition of agency records._____ __________ ______________________________

A. ACTIO!

A. SIGNATURK OFAeeMCY B. TITLE C. MAILING ADDRESS D. DATE
REPRESEiN■nvmvf A Chief, Doc Mgmt 

Directorate of Admin
HQ USAF/DAD 
Wash, DC 20330 20 Oct. 82

7. ACTION ^KEN BY NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

APPROVED
IALS

STnA^REMARKSTeGARDING

B. NARS CONCURRENCES
UNIT DATE § INITIALS UNIT DATE

'To

E.SIGNATURE OF NARS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

& RECORDS 
RECEIVED NARS 
DEPOSITORY

258-102

|C. FOR NARS USE 
ONLY

F. TITLE

STANDARD FORM 258 (REV. 10-78] 
“rescribed by GSA, FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.411

3. SIGNATUREE



REMARKS

CHANGE OF STATUS RECORD
RECORD GROUP LEVEL 

(Suamai'u of instructions on reverse)

H/l< NN USE IffliT OF ARCHIVAL CONTROL

NNM
RG .
3U2

ORIGINATOR’S TRANSACTION NO. •iOTAL NO. OF SHEETS 
ATTACHED

________i__________
STATISTICAL TRANSACTIONS fKntcr codi- Iron table beluv in left colj-e>> OTHER TRANSACTIONS 

(Sec instructions on reverse)INCREASE | DECREASE | TRANSFER

1. ACCESSION 5. DISPOSAL 9. CHANCE PHYSICAL CUSTODY
2. ACCRETION ’ 6. PERM. WITHDRAWAL 10. CHANCE OE RECORD GROUP
3. REMEASUREMENT 7. REMEASUREMENT (Enter RC nos. in enit of
4. OTHER (Explain bclcnr) 8. OTHER (Explain be loo) physical custody column)

—

11. CHANGE UNIT OF 
ARCHIVAL CONTROL

12. NEW RECORD GROUP

13. INITIAL INPUT

14. CORRECTION/REVISION 
(Explain below)

15. NATIONAL ARCHIVES GUIDE 
NARRATIVE

16. RESTRICTION STATEMENT

17. PRIVACY STATEMENT

18. CHANGE FINDING AID 
CITATIONS

19. CHANGE SERIES 
LOCATIONS

20. OTHER
(Explain below)

1 TR
A

N
S-

 I 
1 AC

TI
O

N
 

C
O

D
E

NUMBER 
' OF 

SHEETS 
ATTACHED

-UNIT OF 
PHYSICAL 
CUSTODY

CHECK VOLUME (mJ)

Check here if cu. ft. *1—J

ITEMS

- I TYPE 
CODE

NUMBER C.~ ITEMS

THIS CHANGE AFTER CHANGE THIS CHANGE change

1 0 W X 1175

-

TOTAL VOLUME AFTER CHANGE 
(To be completed by NN3) ____

Record Group 3U2, Records of U. 3. Air Force Commands, Activities, and Organizations

^Accession Job No.; NC3-3U2-33-1 ("Sarah Clark Collection")

LOCATIONS:

U/&3: 06 - :26 
14-/63:32 - ;UU 
6/18:02 - :06 
6/"Q" Cage

SECURITY CLASSIFIED

•' REVIEWS AND APPROVALS, »r FOR NNB USE ,

R.KEOj^aH^-^
3. klVieweo.by S. REVILUED;BY 7. ARCHIVAL CONTROL DIVISION REVIEWED ‘ '

LX IT

NNMF
DATE ’

7Nov§U
UNIT DATE UNIT HI TE NI 7 DATE

2,0 REVIEWED BY / ■> 1 REVIEWED DY G. REVIEWED DY i. MTROVED BY POSTED

unit . a-
jVMH'

uniT-j- DATE UNIT DA IE V).. 7 DATE

GF.KCRAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION ’ GSA FORM 6710 (Rev. 10-76)



A. TYPE OF TRANSACTION

CHANGE OF STATUS RECORD

BELOW RECORD GROUP LEVEL

I [ 1. ACCESSION 1 1 2. INITIAL INPUT 1 1 3‘ CHANGE OF | | CORRECTION -
----- 1 1---- 1 1----1 PHYSICAL CUSTODY I------1

1 1 5. ACCRETION | 1 6. CHANGE OF f 1 7. CHANGE OF 1 1 8.-OTHER CHANCE
L—J ’---- ’ LOCATION ’------ 1 RECORD GROUP 1---- 1

B. CONTROL 
- NUMBER, 

LEVEL, ENTRY

1. RG

3iki2

SUBGROUPS SERIES AND SUBSERIES 13.
LEVEL

14. ENTRY NO.
2. A 3. B

1 _

1. C

1

5. D

1

6. E

—1 —

7. F

1

8._1G 9. H

1

10. S

—!___1-1.

11. ss

—1-

12. SSS

1 1___ !_

C. TITLE & 
DATES

1. TITLE

CENTRAL DECIMAL CORRESPONDENCE FILE? .

2. BEGIN DATE 

1917_____ ___

3. END DATE 

______i££i______ :________

D. STATISTICS 
Complete Linear 
Measurement and 
Items for levels 
10 — 12 only.

IS ACCESSIONED 
MICROFILM LISTED 
ON REVERSE?

LZK Qn

1. UNIT OF 
PHYSICAL CUSTODY

2. linear measurement 
Indicate a, cm, ft, or in

3. ITEMS
I TYPE 
CODE. NUMBER OF ITEMS TYPE OF ITEM

1^75 • CuFt

E. LOCATIONS

ARE LOCATIONS 
CONTINUED ON 
REVERSE?

□Y

1. BLDG. 5 STACK ,2. BEGIN LOCATION 3. END LOCATION 4. LOCATION REFERENCE (Optional)

Xl 1 1

1___ I__ I__ II__ ]__ t_l__ L_ 1 I 1 1 1 1 t 1

___ Xi i___ i___ i i

1 I 1 1 1 i i 1 I Illi 1

Xi i i

1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1111 1

Zi i ।

1 __1__ !__ L_1__ 1__ i I i r I i i i I

Xi i i

1 1 । I I l » 1 I 1 1 1 i i 1 1..J ■

F. ARRANGEMENT AND NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Arranged chronologically by year and thereunder by the War Department 
decimal filing system.

Central Decimal Correspondence File (also referred to as "The Sarah 
Clark File)? 1917-5’1, created by the Engineering Division, Material 
Command, Wright-Patterson'Air Force Base, Bhio, and. its predecessors 
and consisting primarily of incoming dnd outgoing letters, memoranda, 
messages, reports, and similar correspondencehe|a.4i»«j to Rg,D<xctivi+i'e^

TMseFile complements the R&D Project Case Files, ca. 1921-51.

G. FINDING AID CITATION (Short form) CHECK IF 
APPROPRIATE

SEPARATE 
APPENDIX □

CONTINUED ON 
REVERSE □

CONTINUED ON 
SEPARATE PAGE



February 15, 1983

NC

Transfer of Sarah Clark. Collect ion

Director, 6KP

For the past several months we have been working with the Air Force and the 
Military Archives Division (NUM) to complete our appraisal of the Sarah Clark 
Collection and to arrange for its physical transfer into, the National Archives. 
The appraisal of the collection is now completed. Copies of the approved 
SF-258’s are enclosed for your information.

Nl-Df has indicated that the physical transfer of records, which total 
approximately 5,300 cubic feet in volume, from HPRC (CPB), can only take place 
after additional storage space is made available. This is not expected to 
occur until the latter part of this year, at which time MNM will notify you to 
ship the records. In the meantime, we suggest that one of your staff 
archivists be assigned responsibility for overseeing the transfer of this 
important collection. Particular care should be taken to see that the records 
are transferred in good order; this will facilitate NNM’s processing of the 
collection. Also, arrangements need to be made to identify and transfer all 
pertinent indexes. Your staff may find the background material in accession 
job NC3-342-83-1 helpful in preparing the collection for shipment.

If you have any questions concerning this matter or if problems develop, call 
Jerry Wallace on 724-1998.

(Signed) Linda N. Brown

LINDA H. BROWN ■
Acting Assistant Archivist 
for Federal Records Canters

Enclosures

NC: WALLACE:paw:02-14-83 
cc: Official File - NC

Day File - NC
JWallace
DWire

■ NNM
NC3-342-83-1, -2, & -J



February 3, 19S3

Major Mark H. Coon, Acting C’nief
Documentation Management
Directorate of Administration
Department of the Air Force
Washington. DC 20330

Dear Major Coon:

This letter is to inform you that we have completed our. appraisal of the Sarah 
Clark Collection, 1917-53, which Air Force offered to the National Archives in 
October 1982. The records, which were appraised under accession job numbers.....
NC3-342-83-1, -2, and -3, total approximately 5,300 cubic feet in volume and are 
located at the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), except for certain . 
microfilm records stored, at the Aeronautical Systems Division, Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base.

The entire collection has been appraised as permanent. Our Military Archives 
Division will be making arrangements for the physical transfer of the records into 
the National Archives' holdings. Because of space considerations, we do not expect 
the transfer of the material located at NPRC until near the end of this year.
However, arrangements should be made in the near future to secure the transfer of 
the microfilm records from Wright-Patterson to Washington.

We wish to thank the Department of the Air Force, particularly Mrs. Grace Rowe, 
for your cooperation in seeing that this important documentation on early aviation 
research and development activities is properly preserved.

Sincerely,

Hzcnoo A.

RAYMOND A. MOSLEY
Director
Records Disposition Division

cc: NNM .
JWallace
DWIRE
NC3-342-83-l,-2,-3

Official FiletNC
Day File:NC

WALLACE:vld 2/2/83



December 27, 1982
Reply to
Attn of : NNMF

General Services Administration 
lx j>nal Archives and Records Service

. vtafehington, DC 20409 K'-'

Subject: Air Force Accessions (NC3-342-83-1,-2,-3)

To : NNM

We agree with the accessioning as proposed in the above referenced 
jobs. NNMF will be in a position to accept physical transfer of
these records once NNIL has vacated the space it currently occupies 
in Stack 7. Given the existing backlog of unprocessed accessions 
and our limited staff resources, we will do nothing more than shelve 
the records when they arrive. Unless additional staff is provided to 
NNMF, archival processing of these records will be deferred for at 
least 2 years. We will not provide reference service on the records 
until they are properly processed. ,

Modern Military Field Branch 
Military Archives Division



4-7-82

Enclosed are the finding aids for 110 cubic feet of classified records which 
were found among Air Force R & D material located at NPRC, 111 Winnebago, 
St. Louis. They are part of a collection of about 4,000 cubic feet which will 
be transferred to.NNG at a future date. Photocopies of these finding aids 
have been interfiled with the finding aids for the entire collection.

Of the many box nubmers appearing on each of the finding aids, the pertinent’ 
ones are the RD numbers, in red, on the right margin of each page. These 
correspond.to the numbers on the boxes themselves.



March 30, 1982

CC:
Official File - NND
George Scaboo - NC 
Edward Hill - NNMF'*'^"^ 
Richard Davis - Air Force

Mr. David L. Petree 
Director, National Personnel 
Records Center 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 63132

Dear Mr. Petree:

Richard Goheen - 01 
Lawrence Oberg - NAW - 
Day File - NND

EAThompson/rmg 3/29/82

Following receipt of the report of security violation on February 12, the 
GSA Office of Internal Security asked me to advise Mr. Delbert Bishop 
concerning the declassification of the Air Force organizational records 
found in open stack areas in the Winnebago facility. Ms. Patricia Clement 
NPRC Archivist::has done a fine job of surveying the: records involved and 
providing me with an adequate verbal description which permits me to make 
certain determinations and to recommend a further course of action.

I have determined—subject to a final declassification review and labeling 
of the containers after the records are accessionedinto the National 
Archives—that all the Air Force organizational retards dated prior to 
January 19 1946 may be handled as declassified material. My authority for 
this action is DOp 5200.30. Air Force organizational records dating from 
January 1, 1946 marked as classified at the CONFIDENTIAL or SECRETf.level, 
should continue to be treated as national securityclassified records. All 
post-1945 records marked RESTRICTED not relatingitfelntelligence or cryp
tology, may be treated as declassified (authority for this is E.O. 10501).

My understanding is that something over about 100 cubic feet of records 
would fall into the post-1945 CONFIDENTIAL and SECRET category. These 
records should be imnediately relocated into your vault and those scheduled 
as permanent should be packaged and transferred to the Washington National 
Records Center, Attention Edward E. Hill, NNMF. Among these records are 
8 cubic feet 6f records containing some documents marked RESTRICTED DATA. 
These cartons should be sealed immediately and included in your earliest 
shipment to WNRC. Naturally your shipping document should make their 
identification clear so that they can be placed in the special security 
area immediately upon receipt.

While these determinations and the relocations do not negate the violation, 
they will assure protection of the classified Information which requires it.

If theee are any questions concerning this matter, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.

Sincerely,

EDWIN.A. THOMPSON
Director, Records Declassification Division



Gem 'I National Archives
Services and
Administration Records Service Washington, DC 20408

Date : December 20, 1979
Reply to
Attn of : NCD

Subject: Disposition Job for Air Force R and D Records

T0 . Director, NCD

Concerning NNG's memorandum of October 17, 1979, I have considered carefully 
their comments regarding the disposition of the Research and Development Project 
Files, ca. 1921-51, created by the Engineering Division, Material Command, Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base. I appreciate their concern about accessioning such 
a large volume (3940 cu. ft.) of records, but nevertheless believe these records 
should be preserved by NARS for the following reasons:

1. These records have significant evidential and informational value. They 
not only document a major program of the Army Air Force but also the beginnings 
of aeronautical development in this country and the world. Prior to World War 
II, Dayton, Ohio, was the center of such development and, as far as I can determine, 
there does not exist elsewhere a similar collection as rich and extensive as this 
one. In addition, these records contain numerous diagrams, specifications and 
photographs of aircraft and equipage that would be indispensable for reconstruction 
purposes. We have discussed these records with individuals at both the National 
Air and Space Museum and the Wright-Patterson Air Force Museum and both 
agreed that the records should be preserved permanently.

2. It is not feasble to screen these records unless it is done by individuals 
with specific knowledge of the subject matter. Unlike current files, there is 
not an identifiable final report that could be segregated from disposable material 
and accessioned. There is no question that these files contain a considerable 
amount of marginally valuable record that could be screened out, but, without 
more expert resources than presently available, it is inadvisable to attempt screening. 
These records are already over 25 years old and NARS' goal should be to make 
them available to researchers as expeditiously as possible.

As a final note, it seems to me that in accordance with current NARS arid.GSA 
policy, these records, along with the correspondence files also covered in this 
job, should be transferred to the Archives Branch at the Chicago FARC. This 
would resolve NNG's concern regarding space demands and would be advantageous 
to most researchers because (1) these files constitute a comprehensive collection 
that could be used independently and without reference to other holdings of NARS 
in the Washington area; (2) they have considerable local interest; (3) they would 
be located relatively near to the Wright-Patterson Air Force Museum, which 
has records relatin£iii aerpaautical development; and (4) Chicago is centrally 
+ocafeti. S J

ecoras Disposition Division



General Services Administration.
r ational Archives and Records Servi
V^shington, DC 20409

Date‘ ■ October 17, 1979
Reply to
Attn of : NNG

Subject: Records of the Air Force Engineering Division

To : • Director, Records Disposition Division - NCD

We apologize for the delay in commenting on the proposed transfer to 
the National Archives of two series of records, of the Air Force 
Engineering Division; but an accession of more than 5,000 cubic feet 
of records is not to be taken lightly.

There is not much that we can say about the central correspondence.
It seems to us that it ought to be possible to eliminate certain 
decimal classifications, but we will not argue about the appraiser's 
^judgment that the series has a higher than usual proportion of high 
quality records.

The research and development projects records are something else. We 
have not heard anything about the question of Army research and develop
ment records for some time. The only approved schedule that we have 
received (NC1-AU-78-24, for specifications and drawings) was put into 
effect over our objection. It was our opinion that only the final reports, 
specifications, and drawings should be preserved. I realize that strong 
arguments have been advanced for keeping preliminary versions of these

■ .documents and certain other documents; but I do not believe that anyone 
: in NCD, NN, or the Army has seriously suggested keeping all of the records 
concerning such projects. Perhaps there is something special about Air 
Force projects; but unless we receive substantial evidence of this, we 
cannot approve accepting all of the research and development records. 
We suppose that whatever decision is made on the Army records should be 
adopted essentially for the equivalent Air Force records.

You should know that it has been recommended that Army command records 
be transferred to the regions. This possibility also should be considered 
for Air Force command records.

yDANIEL T. GO$?ZN
Director
General Archives Division ,



location OF depository j (Ms. Pat Clement,
National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri FTS-?73-72i+8)

APPRAISAL REPORT 0. FFEROF RECORDS
-DATE. . f JOB NUMBER

NC3-3h2-88-1___10 Nou-/ 1982
SOURCE

Department of the Air 
Force

ADDRESS

HQ USAF/DAD
Washington, DC 20330

PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER

Mrs. Grace Rowe 
69’+-3527

4. RESTRICTIONS ON USE

a.— X f f C- 117 /----------------
1 . NUMBER OF SER 1ES

1
2. INTERSPERSION OF VALUELESS 

MATERIALS /

Some•1
3. CONDITION

Good.

None® (Note: NARS General Restriction #3 may be applicable to 
some, records.)

5. FREQUENCY AND NATURE OF USE

Moderate reference use by the agency and researchers.

6. EVALUATION

s
This Central Decimal Correspondence File, 1917-5Z, constitutes 
a basic source of documentation for the study of scientific anid 
technological development of military aviation in this country0

7. RECOMMENDATION: THESE RECORDS SHOULD | | SHOULD NOT BE ACCESSIONED BY-THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
AND RECORDS SERVICE. 1----- 1 ----- 1

8. COMMENTS (APPRAISER'S RECOMMENDATION)

APPROVAL
DIRECTOR, RECORDS DISPOSITION DIVISION 

(fl
DATE /

Z///z/Z^

CON- ▲
CURRENCES J

DIRECTOR,' MILITARY ARCHIVES DIVISION
DATE ' /

DATE '

-• DATE

These records possess considerable informational and evidential 
value and should be accessioned immediately into the National 
Archives, where they may be properly preserved and made avail
able to researchers in the history of American aviation.

(See related Accession Jobs NC3-3!+2-83--2 & NC3-3^2-83*=3» )
0

o

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GSA FORM 7239 (12-76)





February 3,1983

Major Mark H. Coon, Acting Chief
Documentation Management 
Directorate of Administration 
Department of the Air Force 
Washington, DC 20330

Dear Major Coom

This letter is to inform you that we have completed our appraisal of the Sarah 
Clark Collection, 1917-53, which Air Force offered to the National Archives in 
October 19S2. The records, which were appraised under accession job numbers 
NC3-342-83rl» -2, and -3, total approximately 5,300 -cubic feet in volume and are “ 
located at the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), except for certain 
microfilm records stored at the Aeronautical Systems Division, Wright-Patter son 
Air Force Base. ' . -

The entire collection has been appraised as permanent. Our Military Archives 
Division will be making arrangements for the physical transfer of the records into 
the NationalArchives’holdings. Because of space considerations, we do not expect 
the transfer of the material located at NPRC until hear the end of this year.
However, arrangem«)ts<should be made in the near future to secure the transfer of 
the microfilm records from^Wright-Patterson to Washington. :

We wish to thank the Department of the Air Force, particularly Mrs. Grace Rowe, 
for your cooperation in seeing that this important documentation on early aviation 
research and development activities is properly preserved, _

Sincerely, ;

RAYMOND A. MOSLEY 
Director 
Records Disposition Division

cc: NNM
□Wallace

, DWIRE-
NC3-342-83-l,-2,-3

Official File:NC. r — 
Day FiletNC

WAL^QEwld'^72783 .



PAGE,ENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICES

INTRASERVICE MEMORANDUM AND ENDORSEMENT OF PAGES

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION

NC3-342-83-I, -2, -3

GSA augR67 6702

FROM TO DATE AND MESSAGE ’

RWK C-DR December 7, 1982. As you can. see, this offer was originally made two

years ago and our comments were prepared at that time. The differences

of opinion that surfaced then apparently were resolved, as stated in

Moore's memo of 8-26-.80.- The -original single-offer is now split into '

three related jobs: -1 covering the correspondence, -2 the paper R&D files

-3 the microfilmed records. Re-circulation in NNMH would be superfluous,

I am sure, but NNMF might want to see the jobs before they are closed;'

Goggin and Hill were aware of the offer but Myers is probably not. Air

that is needed now to signify our approval is completion of the Forms 7239

and 258 for each job.

Robert W. Krauskopf )

I l& I $ 3 ■ M N M F LA- — cJKL 'Am-

Ix/VvtlJL N t\l I l~ Azk. /hn^-TAjC^t 'Q-

7 ---Aon. R/C'ViaSP"'

1
XLAtZ' -

S-kswe oM VJ ‘3‘? s . JU, 4U.
-aJu^uJA. $ SpJ

<x<2_> AM//14 P

1-5-83. NCD recommends that we wind up all the paperwork now. They are

confident that another 6 months' delay will not worry St. Louis on the

paper records; it will give them time to prepare them for shipment. The

microfilm job (83-3) ought to be moved soon, however, as storage condi-

tions are not satisfactory; 6 cu. ft. should not- be a Bother to NNMF.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINUATION - If a series of messages on one subject requires more than one page, front and back, continue 
it on additional sheets, consecutively numbered. Arrange all such sheets with pace one on top ar^staple them together. Begin a new series for 
messages written after a different type of sument is added to the dossier. (

FROM TO DATE AND MESSAGE (Cont inuat ion)

NNMF should concur on the SF 258 and NNM approve.

*

•



Ger 'al 
Seizes 
Administration

National Archives 
and 
Records Service Washington, DC 20408

Date : November 19, 1982
Reply to
Attn of : NCD. _ j. Wallace

Subject: NC3-342-83-1, -2, and -3

Director, NCD

At our request, the Department of the Air Force has formally offered to the 
National Archives an extremely valuable collection of records documenting 
early aeronautical research and development activities. The records date 
.from 1917 to 1953, beginning with the Army Aviation Section during the first 
year of the Great War and running until 1953 when a new system for reporting 
technical information—the present R&D case file—was implemented. They 
were created by the Engineering Division, Material Command, and its predecessors 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, and later retired to the National 
Personnel Records Center, where they are now located, with one exception. 
Specifically, the Air Force's offers consist of the following material:

1. NC3-342-83-1: Central Decimal Correspondence File, 1917-51, often 
referred to as "The Sarah Clark File", and consisting of incoming and outgoing 
letters, memoranda, messages, reports, and other like material relating to 
R&D activities. The File, which totals 1,375 cubic feet in volume, is arranged 
chronologically by year and thereunder by the War Department decimal filing 
system. An extremely detailed finding aid exist.

2. NC3-342-83-2: R&D project case files, 1921-53, created by various 
laboratories and units of the Engineering Division and consisting of studies, 
test reports, technical instructions, specifications, drawings, photographs, 
project record books, and the like. The bulk of the records, which total 
3,940 cubic feet in volume, cover the period 1938-53. The files are arranged 
by individual laboratory or unit. A detailed index exists.

3. NC3-342-82-3: These records are identical to those found in NC3-342-83-2 
except that they are on microfilm (approximately 400 rolls of 100 feet, 16mm film) 
and are physically located at Wright-Patterson. The microfilmed R&D project case 
fies consist of about 200 cubic feet of records, coverted to microform under 
authority given in IT-NN-3518, and 155 cubic feet of records permanently withdrawn 
from NPRC collection. The hard copy oftherecords was destroyed after microfilming 
with authority in the first instance ana^ntfio^lt in the second. Only the master 
copy of the microfilm exists; it is still in good condition. The records are 
arranged by laboratory or unit and are self-indexing. Also, a detail index 
exists for the material that was formerly located at NPRC.

Dan Rooney, a former NCD appraiser with a great interest in these records, began 
their appraisal in 1978 while at NPRC on special assignment. His appraisal 
resulted in a recommendation for their permanent preservation and immediate 
accessioning into the National Archives or some other suitable depository, 
such as the Smithsonian s Air and Space Museum. After considerable consideration 
by the concerned NN units, Mr. Moore, then Acting NN, directed (see memorandum 
to NC, dated August 26, 1980) that the records be accessioned into the National



2

Archives. This action, I suspect, resulted from Dr. Krauskopf's excellent 
exposition on the historical importance of the material and how the collection 
should be archivally processed, which was set forth in his memorandum of May 22, 
1980. NC then contacted the Air Force and requested that the records be offered 
immediately. There.then ensued a series of long and unfortunate delays arising 
from misunderstandingsand the departure of Mr. Rooney from the NCD staff.
In April, at your request, .I^spoke to Mrs. Grace Row’?' Air Force records management 
staff, about the status of the offer. Finally, in October, after several months 
of discussions with the concerned parties at Wright-Patterson, the Air Force 
offeredJSlfe collection to NARS. The offer included the microfilm records 
existence and location of which was in doubt at the time of Mr. Rooney's appraisal.

NN having formally approved the accessioning of these very important Air Force 
R&D records, I recommend that these three accession jobs be submitted directly to 
NNM for signature. All that is to be said about the records has been said, and the 
importance of the records clearly documented by Dr. Krauskopf. I should point 
out that the Job Folder for NC3-342-83-1 contains all the pertinent background 
material for all the offers. In the background material are some of Mr. Rooney’s 
notes which should be helpful in the future archival processing of the records.

JERK'S L. WALLACE
> L#* Kt ce: feFis

Ray:; I talked t© Mr. Bishop, NPRC(CPR), this week about these 
offers. He and Mr. Petree are very anxious t® have the Clark 
material transferred t© NN because ©f the space problem. I 
believe that Mr. Petree als® discussed this matter with NC. 
For your information, I suspect that Ms. Clement will be used 
t© ©versee the transfer of the records; this should ensure an 
orderly and correct transfer. As you requested, I shall send 
Mr. Petree a c©py ®f this memerandua and related material. I 
may als© call him again.

J. L. W



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

! K M'/ 
i<>/

2 0 OCT 1982

Mr. Raymond A. Mosley
Director
Records Disposition Division
National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

Dear Ray

Reference letter from Ms. Jean Fraley, 5 September 198Ci<^' 
concerning the offer to National Archives of 5,315>2-tflDic feet of 
Research and Development Project Files, 1938-51 rf'^nd related 
Decimal Correspondence Files ("Sarah Clark File") 1917-51, of the 
Engineering Division, Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio.

We agree to the transfer of these files to National Archives. 
Standard Forms 258 are attached as is a copy of the SF 115
forwarded with the 5 September 1980 letter.

We are also enclosing a Standard Form 258 which 
100 feet each,.of 16mm microfilm located at the

offers 400 rolls
Aeronautical

Systems Division, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. These 
records are related to the files mentioned above. They are 
Research and Development technical reports and date from the late 
twenties to the early sixties. We are also attaching some 
background information on the microfilm collection. We only have 
the ma.S-.tep copy of the fjLlm to offer. Please advise us if you 
interested in tfas^fTEn.

3 Atch
1. SF 258, Sarah Clark File
2. SF 258, R&D Collection
3. SF 258, Microfilm Collection
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Date
ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP

11-4-82
TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, 

building. Agency/Post) '

2. Jerry. Wallace,. NCD

initials Date

2.
-

8.
4.

a,________________ _______ .

REMARKS

Action Filo Note and Return
Approval For Clearance Per Conversation
As Requested For Correction Prepate Reply
Circulate For Your Information Sao Mo
Comment Investigate Signature
Coordination Justify

Apparently I sent my original MFR to you. Here 
is a re-creation: As requested by Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, wefshad the finding aids for the 
"Sarah Clark" and associated. Air Force Research and 
Development records microfiched and sent the micro
fiche to Wright-Patterson. The hardcopy originals 
will accompany the records to NN. '

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, 
clearances, and similar action^

FROM: (Name, org. symbol, Agency/Post)

Patty element, 6KPM0

Room No.—Bldg.

Phone No.
273-7248

so*i-i<)2 OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)
~~i Prescribed by GSA

■> GPO : 1981 0 - 31(1-529 (25) FPMR (41 CFR)'101-11.206 <Z==



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Ms Jean K. Fraley
Acting Director
Records Disposition Division
National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

>2OW1981 -

Dear Ms Fraley
Reference your 5 September 1980 letter regarding the transfer of ' w 

approximately 5,315 cubic feet of Research and Development Proj- * 
ect files, 1938-1951 and related Central Decimal Correspondence 
files 1917-1951 of the Engineering Division, Materiel Command, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. These records are now stored at 
the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, MO.

We regret the delay in responding to your letter. We had to 
check with our field command on this action. We agree that the 
records should be offered to National Archives. However, there 
are some issues that must be resolved before the transfer takes 
place.

AWe need specific identification of the records that will be 
transferred. Air Force has retired approximately 30,000 cubic 
feet of these type permanent records since 1917. In order to 
determine from this volume which of the 5,315 cubic feet will 

\ be transferred, we need to have the following information:

a. Copies of shipment documents.

b. Accessioning data, i.e. accession numbers, stack location, 
etc.

c. How to gain access to the records at NA if the need 
arises. We have occasion to use these records in patent 
infringement cases and for various other inquiries.

We are holding the Standard Forms 258 pending resolution of the 
referenced issues. If you would like to discuss, you may call 
Mrs. Grace Rowe of my staff on 694-3527.

Sincerely

HEOERT 6. GEISER, Ghie?
Isiforntafion Mgmt and Rosanrees Divlsips



September 5, 1980

Mr, Herbert G. Geiger 
Department of the Air Force 
(AF/DA) Room 4A-1088I PNT 
Washington, DC 20330

Dear Mr. Geiger:

We recently appraised approximately 5,315 cubic feet of Research and 
Development Project Files, 1938-51, and related Central Decimal Correspondence 
Files, 1917-51, of the Engineering Division, Material Command, Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, which are now in storage at the National Personnel Records Center 
in St, Louis, Mo. We have determined that, these inactive records have sufficient 
research value to be'''o?^'ered'to'liie"Na't'ional"Arehives'''for''lac1cress'iCTimg. They will' 
provide invaluable*source 'mater iarf^Hli^Deriod*whenU^TunTteTstates achieved* 
tenationalsu^^^

Enclosed are two Standard Forms 258, Request to Transfer, Approval, and Receipt 
of Records to the National Archives of the United States, for your review. We 
have not enclosed copies of the relevant Standard Forms 135, Records Transmittal 
and Receipt, because they are too voluminous. Copies of the pertinent SF-135's 
should be available at Wright-Patterson, and we, of course, will be happy to provide 
information concerning the records if requested. If you concur in our proposal, 
please complete blocks 3b through d, 5c and d, and Ga through d of the SF-258's and 
return them to us.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Dan Rooney on 
724-1621.

Sincerely, 
[(SIgJsfl) JeaaaK..

JEAN K. FRALEY 
Acting Director
Records Disposition Division

EhUosurta

cc: J. W

FICIAL FILE:NC 
DAY FILE.-NC 
ROONEY:kd:9-5-80



U. 3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1978-27*' 3

...J .......@ - ...
ADDDPk\/Ai A run ! LEAVE BLANK RG •REQUEST TO TRANSFER, APPROVAL, AND 

RECEIPT OF RECORDS TO NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

(See Instructions on reverse)

LEAVE BLANK RG •

UNIT DATE RECEIVED UNIT DATE RECEIVED

JOB NUMBER JOB NUMBER

1. TYPE OF ACTION 2. TO 3. UNIT THAT CREATED THE RECORDS
A. OFFER OF 

rr-| UNSCHED- 
LA1 ULED 

RECORDS

A. RECORDS DISPOSITION DIVISION 
ra MAILING ADDRESS:
LAI GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NCD) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20408

A. AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
B. MAJOR SUBDIVISION

B. TRANSFER 
n < -°f 
1—1 SCHEDULEC 

RECORDS

B. NATIONAL ARCHIVES
1—1 MAILING ADDRESS:
1—1 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NNB) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20408

C. MINOR SUBDIVISION

. C. REGIONAL ARCHIVES
I—I FEDERAL ARCHIVES AND RECORD CENTER
I__ 1..GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

D. NAME OF UNIT

£• NAME.OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER ABOUT THE 
CONTENT OF THE RECORDS

DANIEL J. ROONEY
Fe TELEPHONE (In- . 

elude area code) 
202-724-1621

4. CURRENT 
LOCATION OF 
RECORDS

।। A. AGENCY SPACE (Give location) C. REQUESTED 
TRANSFER 
DATE

ASAP
B. FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (identify center and FRC accession no. end enter location) 

. NFRG (GPR)___Various accessions and locations ____________
5. RECORDS DATA

A. DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS (Give overall title of records, individual documents, dates, and attach Standard Form 135, if records are noui in FRC. 
Continue on separate sheet of paper. If necessary.)

Q SF135 ATTACHED

□ SEPARATE SHEET(S) 
ATTACHED

Research and Development Project Files ca. 1938-51, of the 
Engineering Division, Material Command, Wright-Patterxson 
Air Force Base.

B. EST. V 
cu. ft,

3940

OLUME 
cu. mtr.

C. ARE RECORDS SUBJECT TO PRIVACY ACT? (If yes, 
cite agency system number and F:R volume and page 
number for most recent notice and,attach a copy)

D. SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS TO BE IMPOSED (Include justification and 
and cite statute or FOI exemption that authorises such restrictions)

E. RECORDS CONTROL SCHEDULE/ITEM NO. OR 
APPRAISAL JOB NO.

N/A

F. AGENCY REMARKS:

6. STATEMENT OR AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE
The records described above and on the attached pages are hereby offered for deposit with the National Archives of the United States In accordance with
44 U.S.C. 2103. It Is agreed that these records will be administered in accordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. Chapter 21, 41 C.F.R. 101-11.411, 41 C.F.R. 
105-61, and such other rules or regulations as may be prescribed by the Administrator of General Services or the Archivist of the United States. Unless specified 
and Justified above, there are no restrictions on the use of these records other than the general and specific record group restrictions on the use of records In the 
National Archives of the United States that have been published In 41 C.F.R. 105-61.53 or In the Guide to the National Archives of the United States. The Ar
chivist of the United States may destroy, donate, or otherwise dispose of any containers, duplicate records, unused forms, blank stationery, nonarchlval printed 
or processed material, or other nonrecord material In any manner authorized by law or regulation without further consent of this agency. I certify that any re
strictions specified by this agency on the use of these records are In conformance with the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552 and that I am authorized by the head of 
this agency to act for the agency on matters pertaining to the disposition of agency records. ____________________ ____
A. SIGNATURE OF AGENCY 

REPRESENTATIVE
B. TITLE C. MAILING ADDRESS D. DATE

7. ACTION TAKEN BY NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
A. ACTION

Cj APPROVED

□ DISAPPROVED

B. NARS CONCURRENCES C. FOR NARS USE 
ONLYINITIALS UNIT DATE INITIALS UNIT DATE

D. NARS REMARKS R EGARDING DISPOSITION/SHIPPING

E, SIGNATURE OF NARS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE F. TITLE G.DATE



* U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1978-277*^8

REQUEST TO TRANSFER, APPROVAL, AND 
RECEIPT OF RECORDS TO NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

OF THE UNITED STATES 
(See Instructions on reverse)

LEAVE BLANK RG

UNIT DATE RECEIVED UNIT DATE RECEIVED

JOB NUMBER JOB NUMBER

1.TYPE OF ACTION 2. TO 3. UNIT THAT CREATED THE RECORDS
A. OFFER OF 

iVi UNSCHED- 
L“l ULED 

RECORDS

A. RECORDS DISPOSITION DIVISION
C-1 MAi LI NG AD DR ESS:
t*_I GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NCD) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20408

A. AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE .
B. MAJOR SUBDIVISION

B. TRANSFER

I—lk SCHEDULEC 
RECORDS

B. NATIONAL ARCHIVES .
I—I MAILING ADDRESS:
I__I GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (NNB)

WASHINGTON, DC 20408

C. MINOR SUBDIVISION

. C. REGIONAL ARCHIVES
i—| FEDERAL ARCHIVES AND RECORD CENTER
1__ | GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

D. NAME OF UNIT

E. NAME OF PERSON-WITH WHOM TO CONFER ABOUT THE 
CONTENT OF THE RECORDS

DANIEL J. ROONEY. -
F. TELEPHONE (In

clude area code) 
202-724-1621

4. CURRENT 
LOCATION OF 
RECORDS

__ A. AGENCY SPACE (Give location) C. REQUESTED 
TRANSFER 
DATE

ASAP
।__ । B. FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (Identify center and FRC accession no. and enter location)

Lxl NPRC (CPR) Various accessions and locations
____________________________ ,_____________________________5. RECORDS DATA___________ ;____________________________________

■ A. DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS (Give overall title of records, individual documents, dates,and attach Standard Form 135, if records are now iriFRC. 
Continue on separate sheet of paper, If necessary.)

SF135 ATTACHED

□ SEPARATE SHEET(S) 
ATTACHED

Central Decimal Correspondence File, 1917-51, of the Engineering 
Division, Material Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
(also referred to as the "Sarah Clark File")

B. EST. VOLUME C. ARE RECORDS SUBJECT TO PRIVACY ACT? 
cite agency system number and F;R. volume and. 
number for most recent notice and,attach a copy,

(If yes, 
tage

D. SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS TO BE IMPOSED (Include justification and 
and cite statute or FOI exemption that authorizes such restrictions)

cu. ft,

1375

cu. mtr. '

E. RECORDS CONTROL SCHEDULE/ITEM NO. OR 
APPRAISAL JOB NO.

N/A

F. AGENCY REMARKS:

6. STATEMENT OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE
The records described above and on the attached pages are hereby offered for deposit with the National Archives of the United States In accordance with
44 U.S.C. 2103. It Is agreed that these records will be administered In accordance with the provisions of 44 U.S.C. Chapter 21, 41 C.F.R. 101-11.411,'41 C.F.R. 
105-61, and such other rules or regulations as may be prescribed by the Administrator of General Services or the Archivist of the United States. Unless specified 
and justified above, there are no restrictions on the use of these records other than the general and specific record group restrictions on the use of records In the 
National Archives of the United States that have been published In 41 C.F.R. 105-61.53 or In the Guide to the National Archives of the United States. The Ar
chivist of the United States may destroy, donate, or otherwise dispose of any containers, duplicate records, unused forms, blank stationery, nonarchival printed 
or processed material, or other nonrecord material In any manner authorized by law or regulation without further consent of this agency. 1 certify that any re
strictions specified by this agency on the use of these records are In conformance with the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552 and that 1 am authorized by the head of 
this agency to act for the agency on matters pertaining to the disposition of agency records.

A. SIGNATURE OF AGENCY 
REPRESENTATIVE

B. TITLE C. MAILING ADDRESS D. DATE

7. ACTION TAKEN BY NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

D. NARS REMARKS REGARDING DISPOSITION/SHIPPING

A. ACTION

Carproved 
□ DISAPPROVED

B. NARS CONCURRENCES C. FOR NARS USE 
ONLY

INITIALS UNIT DATE INITIALS UNIT DATE

E. SIGNATURE OF NARS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE F. TITLE G. DATE



\ . General National Archives —
Services and
Administration Records

Date : August 26, 1980
Reply to
Attn of : JsJN (Acting)

Subject: Disposition of Air Force Research, and Development Record

T° : NC

All disagreements have been resolved. Both series will be accessi 
. ... .......................................... ...................... —

NNG.

© 
AMES W. WORE 
cting Assistant Archivist 

for the National Archives





July 28, 1980

NC

Disposition of Research and Development Records

Assistant Archivist for the National Archives - NN

Enclosed is correspondence relating to two series of records of the Engineering 
Division, Materiel Command, Wright Patterson Air Force Base. These include the 
Central Decimal Correspondence File, 1917-51, 1375 cubic feet, and the Research 
and Development Project Files, ca. 1921-51, 3940 cubic feet. As you can see, 
there is considerable disagreement over whether the records, especially the latter 
series, should be accessioned and, if they are, where they should be located. We 
request your assistance in resolving these matters.

After reviewing the comments of the various NN units, we remain convinced these 
records have sufficient historical value to warrant accessioning by WARS. This is 
particularly true of the project files which are the heart of the research program 
of the Engineering Division. It is correct that these files contain a considerable 
amount of chaff, but they also include unique and irreplaceable documentation of 
the functions and activities of the program. Although they will be difficult for 
researchers to use and may require substantial screening, we believe that these 
records should be preserved. We are opposed to suggestions that the 
correspondence file might be accessioned but that the project file should be 
destroyed. Both series have permanent value; however, if the project files are 
deemed unworthy of permanent retention, there is little point in accessioning the 
correspondence file.

Since we are aware of the demands that will be placed upon NNG as a result of 
accessioning such a large volume of records, we sought to lessen this problem by ' 
suggesting the records • might be sent to the Chicago Regional Archives Branch. 
However, since this is strictly an internal NN matter, we will, of course, defer to 
your judgment.

Finally, as requested by Dr. Krauskopf, copies of typical transmittal documents are 
enclosed for review. Although one not familiar with the technology involved may 
have difficulty understanding these documents, they are detailed folder lists and 
constitute the only; Jfijiffing to these records.



June
NCD (Rooney)

Sub j: Disposition Job for US Air Force Rand. D Records

To: NCD

The purpose of this SF 11J is to provide for the disposition of 
research and development related records created by the Engineering 
Division at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, and currently 
stored in the National Personnel Records Center. Before discussing 
the records involved, some historical background would be useful.

Dayton, Ohio was the preeminent center of aeronautical research at 
least until World War II. This was due, in large part, to the 
decision by the US Army to concentrate its aeronautical research 
activities there in October 1917, when McCook Field was established. 
Although this facility was disbanded in the Spring of 1927, 
aeronautical research activities remained in the nearby area, being 
relocated to Wright Field. At the same time, the Material Division 
and, subordinate to it, the Experimental Engineering Section, 
were established. In 19^2 the former was elevated to the Material 
Command and the latter to the Engineering Division. The Material 
Command became the Air Technica.1 Services Command in 19U4 and. the 
Air Material Command in 19U5- From 19^2 through the post-war 
period the Engineering Division itself remained basically unchanged 
except for minor internal reorganizations.

In 19^1, however, there were major organizational changes in the 
Air Force that affected Wright-Patterson. The Air Material Command 
was divided and part of its functions, including the Engineering 
Division, were transferred to the Air Development Command 
(Provisional), redesignated the Air Development Force one month 
later, and finally redesignated the Wright Air Development Center 
in June 19^1. The parent command of the WADC was the Air Research 
and Development Command, Baltimore, Maryland. Internally, WADC 
was organized in such a way that the Engineering Division ceased to 
exist as a discrete entity. Consequently, the records covered by 
this SF 115 end at this point.

The first series herein is a classic central correspondence file, 
1,917-f>1 • It is arranged chronologically by year, thereunder by 

^ar'Department decimal filing system. It is generally referred to 
as "the Sarah Clark file" after the woman who was in charge of these 
records for the I4I4. years during which they were created. This series 
consists^ primarily of incoming and outgoing letters, memorandums,



messages, reports, and similar correspondence. It generally does 
not contain copies of specifications, drawings, photographs, and 
other research and development records created in the laboratories 
and other units. In sum, it is strictly a correspondence file, in 
the narrow meaning of that term. It is not uncommon to come across 
letters of transmittal, the enclosures to which are not included in 
the file. As was customary in well-maintained US Army decimal files 
of the time, there is an elaborate cross-reference system.

As regards the topics of this correspondence, I sampled the 1938 and 
19UU files. In both cases over $0 percent of the correspondence 
concerned supplies and equipment (J4OO series). The single most 
voluminous category concerned aircraft, related equipment, and 
supplies (452 series); in 1938 this accounted for over 20 percent of 
the total and in 1944 over 35 percent of the total. Other significant 
categories in both years were patents and inventions offered to the 
government (070 and 072) and test reports on equipment, especially 
aircraft (319-1)» In 1938 there was also a relatively considerable 
amount of correspondence concerning visitors (680.2) and in 1944 
there were more publicity releases (000.7) and inspections and 
investigations (333-1 and 333*5) than in preceding years. In both 
1938 and 1944 there is relatively little correspondence concerning 
routine personnel, fiscal, and other housekeeping matters 
which were handled by other divisions at Wright Field.

This series, it seems to me, is uniquely valuable for documenting the 
nascence and development of aeronautical research and technology. As 
in any subject correspondence file there is a considerable amount of 
routine material. In the case of this series such material relates 
to minor contractual matters. On the other hand, however, this series 
does not contain routine facilitative correspondence unrelated to 
the Engineering Division's program responsibilities. Overall, this 
series probably contains considerably less chaff than is typical of 
such files as have been accessioned by EARS. In addition, this 
series, if accessioned, will complement other related records in 
the National Archives, especially the General Correspondence, 
1925-l|.2, 21[16 cu ft, of the US Navy's Bureau of Aeronautics 
(Preliminary Inventory 26, item 15)» and other records of the same 
activity. For these reasons I recommend this records series be 
accessioned by NARS.

>

The other series in this schedule consists of R and D project case 
files created in the various laboratories and units of the 
Engineering Division. Although the date span of these records is 
0^1^1321-5^, the bulk of the records, not surprisingly, fall between 
1938 and 1991. These records are arranged by individual laboratory
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or unit and contain all the types of correspondence noimally 
found in such a series, e.g., test reports, technical instructions, 
specifications, drawings, photographs, project record books, and 
the like. It should also be noted, however, that during this 
period contractual and R and D documentation were not separated 
but were filed and maintained together. Consequently, in this 
series they are thoroughly intermixed and the series contains a 
considerable amount of dross. Nevertheless, this series contains 
substantial information that is crucial for an understanding of 
the development of aeronautical research, information not contained 
in but complementary to that in the Sarah Clark file. This series 
also will complement similar Bureau of Aeronautics files previously 
accessioned by NARS. For the reasons stated I recommend this 
series be accessioned.

The finding aids for both series covered in this SF 11g are 
exEremelydetailed, consisting of folder lists. Such^aids^will 
be essential in the case of the Project Case ^iles since the 
arrangement of these records varied considerably and within 
individual laboratories and units a single consistent arrangement 
is not discernible..

Finally, it should be noted that 1gg cu ft of the Project Case 
Files are missing. They contain memorandum reports that were 
permanently withdrawn for microfilming at Wright Patterson in 
1953. The records officer at Wright, Verna Frazier (8-77g-273&), 
advises me that these records were microfilmed, the paper copy 
destroyed, and one copy of the microfilm sent to NPRC. She is 
unable to provide me an accession number and I have been unable 
to locate the Mozofiln.-^^ ,

DANIEL J. ROC _
Records Disposition Division
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Ge al National Archives
Services and
Administration Records Service Washington, DC 20408

Date : December 20, 1979
Reply to
Attn of : NCD

Subject: Disposition Job for Air Force R and D Records

T0 . . Director, NCD

Concerning NNG's memotandum of October 17, 1979, 1 have considered carefully 
their comments regarding the disposition of the Research and Development Project 
Files, ca. 1921-51, created by the Engineering Division, Material Command, Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base~ i appreciate their concern about accessioning such 
a large volume (3940 cu. ft.) of records, but nevertheless believe these records 
should be preserved by NARS for the following reasons;

1. These records have significant evidential and informational value. They 
not only document a major program of the Army Air Force but also the beginnings 
of aeronautical development in this country and the world. Prior to World War 
II, Dayton, Ohio, was the center of such development and, as far as I can determine, 
there does not exist elsewhere, a similar collection as rich and extensive as this . 
one. In addition, these records contain numerous diagrams, specifications and 
photographs of aircraft and equipage that would be indispensable for reconstruction 

, . purposes. We- have discussed these records with individuals at both the National 
Air and Space Museum and the Wright-Patterson Air Force Museum and both

■ - agreed that the records should be preserved permanently.

. . . 2. It is not feasble to screen these records unless it is done by individuals
j with specific knowledge of the subject matter. Unlike current files, there is 
. - not an identifiable final report that could be segregated from disposable material 
//. and accessioned. There is no question that these files contain a considerable 

amount of marginally valuable record that could be screened out, but, without 
more expert resources than presently available, it is inadvisable to attempt screening. 
These records are already over 25 years old and NARS' goal should be to make 
them available to researchers as expeditiously as possible.

As a final note, it seems to me that in accordance with current NARS and GSA 
policy, these records, along with the correspondence files also covered in this 
job, should be transferred to the Archives Branch at the Chicago FARC. This 
would resolve NNG’s concern regarding space demands and would be advantageous 
to most researchers because (1) these files constitute a comprehensive collection 
that could be used independently and without reference to other holdings of NARS 
in the Washington area; (2) they have considerable local interest; (3) they would 
be located relatively near to the Wright-Patterson Air Force Museum, which 
has records relatingjxi aerpwautical development; and (4) Chicago is centrally 
46cat5d. // Jef J

Records Disposition Division .
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R.WK May 22, 1980. Both-of these series have:substantial-historical value, in

have' doubts-;a&-

bific "and -technoiogicalcheveldpmeht'r;bf;nmilitaiy._-.aviationt'in-.tthi-s:'couhtry^ 

■a field In which -the "United -States -has e stablishedf and ■’maintained preemi- 

■ 'They are jas .-important, in. ■•'their.- way, ’ as are,.- - 

for -examplej .thdi.19^y45.'.‘p£cords^qfjfhe“;Bureaudof7Ships/ wwhich,.-document

■ 'our7/W'orld .-War..UK. naval ..shipbuilding program'land have' ■been^he;.s.ubjeet -'d:

severSlis'ib^uesjaimedbat^redu-c^g.'fthemr' volume rjy Ssb.-presehtiahalo-

:gies~with- theyrecords wof. -the -National^Adyisory.wCommittee...'f  or Aeronautics 

which encouraged or .subsidized' -much re search and development'for tile aero

nautic^ hh'd^'tiyi^at iarge. ' .Li^^tl ’̂se-'-bther^cdies-^fy rec ords'pfthey’re

p'resefit:.ihe: ^expenditureibf• tremendous-.-^sums of' m6neyy<sur.eiy.’. rnany‘hit 1 nfing’ 

■. of'dpllnfs^-jfQr.--':-the. years-,-covered''
- •• -• •• •• - ■ '-‘-i ; ’

■I^rjihp re ssaibrgf'‘like^NNGJ--s-,-it istijhaf 'thb^eent-r^/Tc orre spbne^ 

denc.e,Xilpj because o^its^rmifpTmjpharacter^and lesser^yolume,.’presents 

the least difficulties.Itlseems tome .likely ’that' several of the decimal 

cited by nlie 'appraiser'"would 'qualify' foh'disposal" not necessarl-i 

ground that they, are of no value but because they, are-probably 

duplicated in the central files of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corp: 

for. this period. Such matters as visitors’ authorizations (6S0-.2), public 

relations \030.7J, and investigations were controlled in Washington, not 

■the command or installation level. -;0n the ’whole, it appears to.me that 

screening this file and .working but criteria for selective disposal of-non- 

permanent segments of the decimal range is a practical proposition 

■t c ould'- be effectively accomplished in situ
(Over)

GSA AUG 57 6 7 02
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FROM TO DATE AND MESSAGE (Continuation)

however;■it'would probably be desirable to accession the records and do
q i

tj'iQ 'JQTlr hep*.

Hie Research and Development Project File is a much

more difficult proposition. If documentation is not uniform and varies ■’

from laboratory to laboratory and project to project, there is little

chance of approaching it analytically and logically to find a basis for

screening. The inclusion of contract corresoondenc- is a further compli.--

eating factor; we may think this unusual, 'bijt the line of demarcation be-
f.

■' tween research' and development and' actual production was’not so clearly r-
-> ■

■» 'wdefihed■"'duringTiier prd-iTar--pemdd'-a‘sl'it' wasr later," and‘apparently responsi-

•bi 1 i't.y for theftwo?'functions was’not separated.'-- If'the contract come-

spondence is comparable-to that in our Navy Bureau of Aeronautics records,

■ T» -with which. I have some fami 1 i arit.y,,. i t is probably, about''85% .useless for .

■ any ;type-of research. ' '-Ihe::-valuBiess' arid^aluable • are - thoroughly inter- .'. '

mingled, however, and'it requires ’ a'paper-by-paper review to-segregate

5: \ them..' The sameh-apnroac'h. may be the only feasible one- here- — to accession ’•

F the records and subject'them to a thorough study over some time,- oerhans
J ■'with'the’’'aid of •quai if fed-' staff fmembe'-rs'"'b~f-the Nlfj onal ■ Air and Space Mu--

?sf _.seum.-'staff, and eventually develop sufficient expertise and knowledge of"

.v •the files to identify and weed out the chaff. It might be helpful to ob-

tain from NCD conies of sections of the folder list of this series, cited
by the auoraiser as a^valuable^finding aid, to give us a better idea of

the scone and character’of the potential screening nroblem.

• • - Transfer of these records to Chicano has no logical

justification and I assume it was suggested only co ccml’ ■r.f. ine de-
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with related Air'Corps f'AAF , and' Navy tree ords, and probably NACA records.

We~.seem to.respond with'.alacrity and enthusiasm to offers of

- records of’ only marginal value in’certain 'other areas’, particularly gene a-
. ■ L '■'J

logical, and 'seem to have ample space tofhouse- such records and personnel

to ••service.- themlt. If ...that? is -acceptable, I think it would not be out of or-

■'der<td’'tec7are 'ahd^^preserve a si pnifinant "body of recdfds-'thatddocumeht”ahl;'

■--amboft-ant phase ~-pf .dtHe1 ■-pcientificl;ahii?techribi:ogi-cal -development ■ add -growth::■

•Ay that- 'directly.-underlies’ 'the' long .'■'period'of ‘woTld-vide'-supe'fi;brity 'z' thist-®.--?.

- H —:..<■/ •'I'T-t-ta - * - * -y • ’Lj—f- di-'-'-' — --F • . ‘ r'-- • — . - - • - - _ -cc,: - -r —- - -- ■» ■* -.•z- ’ - - - - 7?, . ■ —> 1

■Jr \t ■"??'■ =cpuhtry-has .■■enjoyed:: during the" nnd-2Qth';'century-.in military‘-and 'civir; -aviafe
■

T t -tion, - ,k.-‘ ?' ?■-■'.■ ■■
•- -- • “ ?■*' .<n_ ’ > 1—^. ... -1. • ■ ; «•- • . _ - - e- J ------ • - ’ «... - _ V. • - - - - r-

IT
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I-

>. . ■—-hvfZj/.i^Ptert-W:.. Krauskopf; /.'k-r'h ?' ->.^4'*
- •' ■r-j.. '( * .R-. - ,.?-•* r ' . - -, _ ;? a1. ■ >—*-* - . * ..- - j — • u ,..,_, j . » . • v. • “ — - - . .—- • — ~ t.

'■ b'-l , • r’ '• ■ ? » .. . ‘•hxdyz.—,.. • ~o:; ■■ ' . ..

:erc- June ;3j 19SO. xtrfthiiikjthese re search-and "development records should be ' - ■

preheryedXp\?Sinc^^^hdesiriot'iiiave’’sbace for them? NNG-wduld have1 to :■

-'‘Z.f'il®! ‘: ■ accession•?theA-records. vTtfNG-’ .would.^al^sd? have to ^perform the 'subseouent ’ '
f t-—p.

■screening. t.ThattshoixL'd not; be ah\impossible;: task, ■ since NNG ’has the space-t

to work on the records and.Dr. Krauskopf has suggested some interesting
’k "*■ ways of obtaining the’..expertise necessary to accomplish; the job. I hope

NN3- will consider-the suggestions.2

T'do not think these records should be sent, +,n nhirac-n. They rrdlR nneB-ih’b

be used independently, but research<?T>s will •nT’nbnbiir h» ir.FoT-ac+oH -in

related records in the Washington, D.C., area. ' I might add, NNMM vets a-'

steady flow of'recfuest's for R & D records on aircraft. This indicates a*

continuing interest in this type of records.-’ ■' ' - . ?
■ -■

I'think NNM should recommend that NNG accession these research’and‘develop-
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- X,

nrdc, AS well as the central correspondence. They can be screened

1 a ter. We should not risk Iosins the permanently valuable records because V

thev are filed with many of lesser value.

... . . - Edwin H. Coffee •.
, 1 ... - - • •- . -
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/ls is. the^proposed accession that Dan Tiooney asked us 
o^ comment on. - vfe'in .-turn, asked NUM for their opinion,, 

ouy^ 1 ~l see, 'is ,,in favor of accessioning -the-'-' 
.Records.. hnd. not in favor 'of,- their allocation to the' . • 
;^;'1^cagc,'a?:V:^ves branch. , J4e will defer, to that op~i n-i nn; 
..-.Especially since Rooney’s■ appraisal refers several time's..
■io.'.related, or similar types of records that are located 

..d’cre., 1 -do-not know if NNG would change the position 
of Dan Goggin’s October 1979 memo

Charles South
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'TffcD

'"’ T have read the attached coasnents eonceming , 
. the disposition. of"-’the older Air .Force R&D 

.collection located at NPRC«

? 1 find «yself in eoBqalete agreement with Dr.
;;-:Kransk6pf8 -Both series of ..records warrant 

archival preservation ,beeanseydf; their f,’. . 
unquestionable ’historical values, non-record.? 
and narginalljr..:valua'ble Eaterial should be 
renoved during^ archival processing; and the 
accessioning'.Q^the records should take ■ 
place as soon as practical " . -fa*.

7 'r’it
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The attached SF-115 is an offer of Air 
Force records (RG 3^2) which are cur
rently stored aT^tire^a^ional Person
nel Records Center. After we receive 
your comments, we will send the SF-115 
to Air Force for signature and then reg
ister the schedule.

The appraisal of these records was pres 
pared by D. Rooney, NCD-St. Louis.
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■ general Services Administration 
ational Archives and Records Ser

■Washington, DC 20409

Date : October 17, 1979
Reply to
Attn of : nNG

Subject: Records of the Air Force Engineering Division

Director, Records Disposition Division - NCD

We apologize for the delay in commenting on the proposed transfer to 
the National Archives of two series of records of the Air Force 
Engineering Division; but an accession of more than 5,000 cubic feet 
of records is not to be taken lightly.

There is not much that we can say about the central correspondence. 
It seems to us that it ought to be possible to eliminate certain 
decimal classifications, but we will not argue about the appraiser's 
judgment that the series has a higher than usual proportion of high 
quality records.

The research and development projects records are something else. We 
have not heard anything about the question of Army research and develop
ment records for some time. The only approved schedule that we have 
received (NC1-AU-78-24, for specifications and drawings) was put into 
effect over our objection. It was our opinion that only the final reports, 
specifications, and drawings should be preserved. I realize that strong 
arguments have been advanced for keeping preliminary versions of these 
documents and certain other documents; but I do not believe that anyone 
in NCD, NN, or the Army has seriously suggested keeping all of the records 
concerning such projects. Perhaps there is something special about Air 
Force projects; but unless we receive substantial evidence of this, we 
cannot approve accepting all of the research and development records. 
We suppose that whatever decision is made on the Army records should be 
adopted essentially for the equivalent Air Force records.

You should know that it has been recommended that Army command records 
be transferred to the regions. This possibility also should be considered 
for Air Force command records.

General Archives Division
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In accordance with the piovisusrts of ■IJlU.S.C. 3303.1 the disposal <■' 
quest, including amendments, is approved except for items th.it m.n 
be stamped "disposal not approved" p "withdrawn" in column ]03. MINOR SUBDIVISION
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07-693-721+8

/ ' A
DANIEL J. ROONEY Dale aj^fKe I 'tiled Slate*

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency in matters pertain in? toJJj.e jbs[Wi! or the agency's records; 
that the records proposed for disposal in this Request of page(so$mot novpieede^-f/^lb^business of
this agency or will not be needed after the retention periods specified.
□ A Request for immediate disposal.

C. DATE

8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEt 
(With Inclusive Dates or Retention

9.
SAMPLE OR 

JOB NO.
10.

ACTION TAKEN

S B Request for disposal after a specified jj^riod 
retention.

D. SIGNATURE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE

7.
ITEM NO.

Records of the Engineering Division, 
Material Command, Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base7

1. Central Decimal Correspondence File. 
File"), 1917-S1, 137£ on ft. /

("The Sarah Clark

reports, and. other 
of the Engineering

Letters, memorandums, transmittajs, 
correspondence relating to the yrole 
Division in the conception, ccmtracting for, testing, and 
development of experimental aircraft and related equip
ment and supplies. /

Permanent. Offer to NARS immediately upon approval 
of this schedule

or permanent

1 IS—107 STANDARD FORM 115
Revised April, 1975
Prescribed by General Services 

Administration
FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.4



2 Research and. Development Project/Files, ca 1938-51, 
39UO cu ft /

Technical instructions, expenditure orders, memorandum 
reports, drawings, specifications, photographs, 
contracts and contractual/correspondence, progress 
reports, project record/books, and other correspondence 
created and maintained/by the individual laboratories 
and units of the Engineering Division.

Permanent. Offer to NARS immediately upon approval 
of this schedule.

i
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______ 7— ............................. " - ------------------------------------------ ------ -------------

/LIST OF CONTENTS FOR SHIPMENT OF RECORDS 
(SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND ILLUSTRATIONS) (')<* (

TOi FROM! (J

_ ____ Wright Air Development Center
DATE

15 October 195<

B0X 1 0F 1
//5< 3

Stored Records Branch 
AF Materiel Engineering 
Research and Development 
Records Depository

NAME AND LOCATION OF INSTALLATION TO WHICH RECORDS PERTAIN

- .. _____ :__Wright Patterson APRase, Ohio____ ______________________
OFFICE OR DIVISION

________V/nnpone Systems Division______ '_________________________ _
BRANCH. SECTION. DETACHMENT, SQUADRON, ETC.

__  narrro ft Trainer Aircraft Branch __
TYPE OF RECORDS . z * INCLUSIVE DATES DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS DISPOSAL AUTHORITY DATE OF DISPOSAL

iZ^'IL-T^Co PaY l i

RAD PROJECT RECORDS '
< C.U- F -aCY,

n

•J?—JSerman
ti

.ent____
XCG-lh “ Project Record

, '______________ IJn, 1______ _ July Ji-5 - July JJi
Chase Aircraft Go.
(■‘Fir^o Troop Cn.rryin" Glider

■’"'“^haso Aircraft XCG-ll|A Glide rAUg’ , Project Tiecord No. 2 II n r

n <i " July 2;3 - .lune h5 Correspondence File 11 It

- n
51 II July 1|5 ~ May li9 ■ H it l> 11

n n n June 10, 19Ui .Report No. 1 Model -
11 11

n n ft Nov J.9h2 General Specifications fox'
H

it n ’* Aug.25? 191.1.3
Report fio. 1 _ Model

t> n

It tl u n/d- ■' ■
tjJ/OG • *LXGlXuIOH

Drawing No. M-21J 11 n

)

. n n n 25 Jnn 2|5 Report f|o. }JJcJ?del II n

r/hnse" Aircraft XOG-20 Glide: • August 1, 19h7 Report No. J001^ Flight
w fi

- ix n n n June 1, 19h& ‘
/xost bpccificutioxi ,1;
Report No.; 151 Estimated

M

. 2 n/d
■Glwractsristl cs and ■ Perfctrma 

■ Report Ho.. 152 Estimated
pee ”

FOR USE OF RECORDS DEPOSITORY OHLY heJjiuu ana xwi LsfiJlX^RE OF RECORD^ OFFICER ,

Mary G. Harter ' (j
NA^PGdKtesAH^WyiipJiPRh^

_ J
10—WJL-l/r n n m u n



LIST OF CONTENTS FOR SHIPMENT OF RECORDS 
{SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND ILLUSTRATIONS)

FOR USE OF RECORDS DEPOSITORY ONLY

TOi

Stored Records Branch
AF Materiel Engineering
Research and Development . * 
Records Depository

FROM> (j
Wriiiht Ait1 Development Center

DATE

15 October 1952NAME AND LOCATION OF INSTALLATION TO WHICH RECORDS PERTAIN

"bright Patterson AF Base. Ohio
OFFICE OH DIVISION

Weapons Systems Division BOX OF

1 ’ 1BRANCH. SECTION. DETACHMENT. SQUADRON. ETC.

Cargo & Trainer Aircraft Branch
TYPE OF RECORDS INCLUSIVE DATES DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS DISPOSAL AUTHORITY DATE OF DISPOSAL

I?&D Project Rocnrdo _______ Par 2 fFH 1 iU- wJk

Ghane Aircraft, Xcn-PO fill do - Dec^ !Qh7 for Alteration or £ 
Black and Green Book Data

J 1—U J* U* JL>W *11 A

tnd’r w

j A wl

n

(1 u

xcow
»________XCO2Q

liBBM■
w r

n . XCa-20 &
* . ,* * /

Lg - If)
Aerodynamics Report index n it

, AU

” XG>20 January 1943 5-PT.W.T.TEST No. 5^3 If <t

G“S2A n/d load Glider rt n .

__ Chasra A incixurft YtV-PG

\ & ti J

n
^2>yo

ti «

UX tX 1 »»C £ A ilu vw

Data Requirementa Spec. II ii

-X n tiA
•Or JULfcAV'l (
1 Wirch 1947 Report No. 3005

—Hoclrtip-fipsc3=EtcaMon------- —
Report NO. JOOS'

—Han dllng—-Ai.-ds—F?p€‘e-ifiefttlon 
Report Mo. JOO?

n ti JjL~?Trrr.fe4i7 ft

--------------ft-----------

■«

—Chago—Al-rcFAft; -Xcn—Pfi_____ 3.-1—h7 If

n it
2 X**M7

1 AWf 47 Report No. 3Pb5T-fandwuVThrofrc^^
Drawings JO1793 thru

fl

ira“Inntract±xmB—
n

" XCI-20 n/d
SH RECORDS OFFICER

Mary Ge Hartei/7
NAME



LIST OF CONTENTS FOR SHIPMENT OF RECORDS
(SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND ILLUSTRATIONS)

TOl '

Stored Records Branch
AF J&toriel Engineering ' ;
Research and Development : 1 ■’
Records Depository \

FROM: (/ rf
Wright Air Development Center

DATE

15 October 1952 .NAME AND LOCATION OF INSTALLATION TO WHICH RECORDS PERTAIN

■ ■ ' Wright Patterson AF Baso> Ohio ■
OFFICE OR DIVISION

Weapons Systems Division BOX OF

1 1BRANCH. SECTION, DETACHMENT. SQUADRON, ETC.

Cnrfjo & Trainer Aircraft Branch
TYPE OF RECORDS INCLUSIVE DATES DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS DISPOSAL AUTHORITY DATE OF DISPOSAL

v pr.-R inject Records________ Far 2 10 A I’M 3/1 -5 Ferman :nt

’haso Aircraft XCG-20 Glides n/d.
l&jck-up Photographs n

n ........................... n t? n/d - . i) n f

n w n n/d Wind Tunnel Model Photos tl n.

n XG“20 12 April 1950, Report Flo. P-505#
_ Tnitial Weighing___________

Report Mo. J 005-11

Project Record No. 1
-e

H n

» XCG“20 1 April 1950 ft

Trnumoe________
n

’■ XCOUU Glide?•UWdSU 1!

n . n n Dec Ltf - Jan 4'9
Th

Pro/ect Record No. 2 Sec. Hlv ProowI — rinnt,.
11 ..

tl >

■ n n ti

' uiM.t
• TIac }>A -• '.Tiilv Al

E?l« Incoming Carres0 II n

May If? - August 51 
.. . /J

E-2. Outgoing Corres. tl n

'>—n n u Dec 4&•- Apr 51 J 4 * F-1. AMC Corras. ., ■ tl »

fi «i . n
-T44-3#:' 'c

■Mtir 4/ •* Nov 50 F-2. Govei’nment Agencies
n tl

if 7 fl it 50 Sept 47 - 10 'July 5
■ (Jul i 03 •-c.

L G. laboratory Comments n fl

TOR USE OF RECORDS DEPOSITORY ONLY . SIGNATURE OF RECORDS OFFICER <) i

!feryzC» I!ar£fer
Records Administrator

NAME OF RECORDS OFFICER (Typovrritton)

V rnnu un 1G— L77ai-1 •



RECEIPT FOR CLASSIFIED MATERIAL BEING RETIRED
AF Materiel Development Engineering Re Records Deposi search to ry, and EffRE DATE:___ 19 March 1952

Identification Number Cl mplete Description of Document

S-3987 ' - •• • R&D Monthly Inf o .Rpt (1-bdj cy 4, Jan 2+9
S-1O791 b n B it (1-bd) cy 9, Feb I4.9
S-I727L. n n B B (1-bd) cy 9, Mar 49
S-25hgl II n n n (1-bd) cy 9, Apr 49
s-40115 b n B n (1-bd) cy 9, May 49 -S-45955 b B It 11 (1-bd) cy 7, Jun 49S-57453 tl B tt (1-bd) cy 7, Jul 49 . :
S-6799O r - n n - - n tl (l~bd) cy 7, Aug 49
S-79329 11 B n I! (1-bd) cy 7, Sep 49
S-SS124 ■ <» B B It (1-bd) cy 7, Oct 49
s-99151 • K ■■■■■ 11 ■ B B :(l-bd) cy 7, Nov 49
S-1O6S64 . B It n (1-bd) cy 7, Dec 49
50S-0359 . b It tt tl (1-bd) cy 7, Jan 50
50S-10604 b n B ••• It (1-bd) cy 6, Feb 50
50S-19669 b B B (1-bd) cy 7, Mar 50
50S-3137S .. . ■ n B 7 tl II (1-bd) cy 4, Apr 50
503-41229. n n - B tt (1-bd) cy 7} May 50
5OS-53W b b 11 It (1-bd) cy 7, Jun 50
50S-75W B . B (1-bd) cy 7, 31 Jul 50
50S-632U6 -11 B B tt (1-bd) cy Jul 50
50S-92790 II B B It (1-bd) cy 73 31 Aug 50 .

■ 50S-10I1269 B B B tt (1-bd) cy 73 29 Sep 50
50S-IH912 B B B (1-bd) cy 192, 31 Oct 50 -
50S-133191 B ,n B It (1-bd) cy 197> 30 Nov 50
51S-5O44 ■ 1! B 11 B (1-bd) cy 73 29 Dec 50 ..

TREMENT INITIATED BY:
EMILY L, BONNER______________________

(Typed name of Records Officer)
Plans and Operations Department
• (Organizational component)

(Signature)
M3_________

(Symbol)

RECEIVED AND CHECKED BY:
(Signature) (Date:



A UMB!« MBii f A-'/ ‘

RECORDS SHIPMENT LIST MILITARY DESIGNATION OF CREATING AGENCY

(SR 345- 115-5 anil AFU 181-5)

i

3. date OF approved RECORDS CONTROL OR 
RECORDS DISPOSITION SCHEDULE2. FROM (Shipper)-.

LOCATION

ADMINISTRATIVE 
SUD-01V1S1 ON 

6

RCSOR rds 
ITEM NO.

7

TITLE OR DESCRIPTION AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF RECORDS

8

DISPOSITION 
AUTHORITY 

9 .

DISPOSAL 
DATE

10

LINEAR FEET

11

SHIPMENT 
BOX NUMBER i7. DO NOT USE

1 1

i.. ! ''/■ ‘ '• , ■ ? 1 /■ ’ t ■;' (•

fl /17.Z
/ i

!

"j /r/7 <; - 177- 7y 7-7 7 i

J ,f
zn?/L7 ’o ih H77 (. - h7~ - 73 ^7.7, /7777.7 ■. i.-./..,, j:./- 77// ’/iri--! • j

o ''A#'M/' Uw 7777 J.^.77.77-^7 7'
/

•Z :£-> A.V , - 7 Zc-f yj .■. i t

' > 7\r • iAa1 a
/

/A777 -k'F-'/j Z^/Z:Z,.Z Z 7,7
/

'<./3.... rtC.7j)n £ /:
I

u' vV \ ■' - <\K^
"■■. ■ .................... ■) z ■ ' ‘ -'"

]/']75'77- 7? • 777.^7 ■7...,..^ 77< $ /. 7 ■ .
V'i-f fl li-Cr /7: - 77 (' ) ii

' 7^
* > 

mW-iiF-'-i-) .7buF //LJf y. /Zr ■7/ (T'y )
7 7 '''-7

■ •
..ZX.-7r.(/ H '7 (■■’ (■> ~~ // ') 7.7' ‘‘ s

77.7 im - //-?/?■■

77.. J i!no -1/77

'v•x*. ■ Z^.Z.4 H 7" "I'-'

nw ■ -< 7/. 7/n/,./ ;ft. 7,7. 7/,, ( ' Z>>"

!

■,Z;-7„- ,...- 7 7/7^7 '//.-7/1/ ■ •

• // , ,
777.,: ., 7" //77'7 ■■ 7/r

15. SIGNATUREIN. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

16. TYPED NAME AND TITLE

Ji
s

ii

IS

S

*
'i

8
it

!

B

17. DATE PREPARED

A



4. MILITARY DESIGNATION OF CREATING AGENCYRECORDS SHIPMENT LIST
(SR J45-21S-S and AFU 181-S)

2. FROM (Shipper)'-

3. DATE OF APPROVED RECORDS CONTROL OR . 
RECORDS DISPOSITION SCHEDULE

5. LOCATION

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM WILL NOT BE USED AFTER 1 APRIL 1952

ADMINISTRATIVE 
SUB-01V IS(ON 

6

RCSOR RDS 
ITEM NO.

7

TITLE OR DESCRIPTION ANO INCLUSIVE OATES OF RECORDS 

9

DISPOSITION 
AUTHORITY 

9

DISPOSAL 
DATE

10

LINEAR FEET

11

SHIPMENT 
BOX NUMBER 

12

DO NOT USE

y. . Z . I'' ' //■(''
■

Zt, </■’ ' .. //^// -'/)/■■ ■
/.Y'Y. ■ !-.-V

1 yl -■ ■< Y // ■■ />' Y'/
4

■ ' •> , • •. •
X;...... •' ■■•/'/ r

■ /X>7 X. Xv ■ 0

//■/// •//■/■-/•<

► //.i ..X /J .J)c N /■(■[. -JL-. t.<'i. ,4
.. '■ ■

/-// •- ihr-.; . /• ' '/ . :)Y. //.

iZ.-.X/ /77z.... Z A Z-X.
' 0

/XT ' •

.y • ZZ(7/- -k'r - /■/ jC / : /•

il^y-3 y y:.

IM. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 15. SIGNATURE

16. TYPED name and TITLE

17. date PREPARED

F-S r~\ FORM 1 *f '1 
j 0CT 51 1 1 I (SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS)



•* * RECORDS SHIPMENT LIST
(SR 345-215-5 and APM 181-5)

1. MILITARY DESIGNATION OF CREATING AGENCY

1

■1

?
V J

A
1 J 
d 
d
A I 1

n
S' g 1 H I

3. DATE OF APPROVED RECORDS CONTROL OR 
RECORDS DISPOSITION SCHEDULE

J. LOCATION

2. FROM (Shipper)'•

A DM IN 1 STR‘T 1 VE
SUB-01 V1S f ON 

6

RCSOR RDS 
ITEM NO.

7

TITLE OR DESCRIPTION AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF RECORDS 

8

DISPOSITION 
AUTHORITY 

9

DISPOSAL 
DATE 

10

LINEAR FEET

11

SHIPMENT 
L’OX NUMBER 

12

CO HOT USE
13

.7:7:■ A Z-< 7 7/ ~ 77. 2. 7 ->
\.‘i. f - ; i ’ ...... . • a

/2 iZ-^/z Z7/; . j

.ZL., „/ /2^ 7/'- /2 7y 7 i

'
..■77,........  J'

• 1

x^/
J ■ Z? 2>7- /Z-^ •

/7 ,5..y/-/2 />■'/

.7Z:. ,^ 2 / J &■ C i~ ~~ y ,i> ‘7 */ z

• .^7.ii.-.-..,,J? /</£>() '■ - /t>""7 77 li I-

V / 7 7- c a - /7 7>-y

•A ■ ■'• co - Zfe <z - y>'
j

J

!h i lai 7^'- AAA -/</ ZZ,7 Mt-Z . Z, .4. ZzZZZ / / - /' / /■•J
!

v^x' ‘De t. <- (3M. - VI '7,^7777X. ■ ZAZ'/a;: "- /.r
i

.-?//>.'7 "ii'Ld'r, '■ yy /Tx^l7.('.(././'•Vy. /„c • f-& y/i) 7h-C 7 -7
I 
1

7//.7/- 0^77. /> );2..A.-ZZ.Z h<7.t
2-Z-- 7'

1'1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION '/ 15. SIGNATURE

16. TYPED NAME ANO TITLE

17. DATE PREPARED

§ .nn form 1 <■? ... ....... ......... .... .  ... ....„ ...... , ___ ,„e„ • ______ ?_______ __ ___ .....,___ «















-sas City Records Oerter 
Hardesty Ave* *

DCAADAt -z tMT 1 ! C’T ' 9 R. M LITARY. DESIGNATION of CREATING AGENCY

| . Engineei'ing Divigion -' ,4-':
(SR 345-2Ii..p and AFM 181-5) | CoWBr-d

at‘4isas u«vuy 1'ilssoiiri 3. OATE of APPROVED records CONTROL OR • 1 ?. L&iETOlAdjUteii’o Genera. fcj n-F--; 1

2. fr& (Shipper)’, Records Center
______________ W"H <»■»»«nrL_ 64ta. 'e5-.5<-l!s Hhi

- RECORDS- DISPOSITION SCHEOUL
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ADMINISTRATIVE
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RCSOR RDS 
ITEM NO.

7

TITLE OR DESCRIPTION ANO INCLUSIVE DATES OF RECORDS

8

DISPOSITION
- AUTHORITY

9

01SPOSAL 
DATE

10

LINEAR FEET

11

SHIPMENT 
SOX. NUMBER 

12.
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REPLY TO 

ATTN OF: DAD

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS DIVISION (AFSCJ 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO 45433

2 April 1979

subject: Sarah Clark Files

to: Military Personnel Records Center 
Military Operations Branch (NCPMO) 
Attn: Mr. Daniel Rooney 
9700 Page Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63132

1. Reference our telephone conversation on 27 March 1979 regarding the 
"Sarah Clark Files".

2. The two (2) attached Records Shipment Lists (DD Form 111) represent 
the beginning and the end of those records referred to as the "Sarah 
Clark Files". The dates range from 1917 through 1951. All of the 
records that fit in this category are identified in this same manner^ 
an itemized list with all entries coded in accordance with the Dewey 
Decimal System attached to each shipping document. Any other shipping 
documents identified in any other way are not a part of these files. 
Please note_that the title of Sarah Clarks organization changed 
tITrougfie yeTf^&ut~th'e'a'ct'iViTiy~ana~tlTe~functTon ~femainM^t’ITe"same.

2 Atch
1. DD 111, 18 May 1953
2. DD 111, 30 Oct 1956
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September b, 197 b

” ■ .• - ■’ ■ ? . .
Mr.\Eerbert G. Geiger
Chief/SDocumentation Systems Division 
HQDSAF/DAD
Washington, DC 20333

Dear* Herb,
'.V_- :’»♦- '

We ere sending you ar KF-115 for immediate disposal of fire-and-water 
damaged/research and development case files at the National Personnel 
Records Center, as we discussed in our recent telephone conversation.

Following the Center fire of July 12, 1973, our St. Louis staff attempted 
to salvage these records through the freeze-dry tcchnicne which was used 
on personnel records. Although they were part::11v successful in 
salvaging the R and D cases, the integrity of ■ -y • ■ - destroyed and 
archival control was subsequently lost. We tel . . t: .z the value of 
these records for purposes of historical or otr.-- research is insufficient 
to Justify the labor and time required to reconstruct approximately 2,b70 
cubic feet of R and D cases. For this reason, we recommend immediate 
disposal.

$ In addition, we would appreciate your considering the disposal of all 
1 research and development case files, regardless of date, 6 years after 
I completion of the project, task, or subtask, arid the permanent retention 
| only-.of R and D technical reports. The National Archives approved these 
| disposition instructions for Army R and D case files in disposal Request 
I UN-16b-^25* If the Air Force authorizes similar reter.ticr: periods, we 

shall screen these records at the Washington National Records Center 
and the National Personnel Records Center, and remove technical reports

J for permanent .retention.

I Research .and development case files are not permanent records which the .
. National Archives will ultimately accession. Unless Air Force case files 
differ markedly from Army files, we believe that the disposition 
standards of Disposal Request NN-16b-25 should trofilv "to Air Force P. and D 
case files. Your concurrence in this request will significantly assist 
us in our disposition review of holdings at federal records centers.

Please .'call me at 963-5185, if we can provide additional information. < .. ..

Sincerely/. .

/(•^THOMAS W. WADLOW . ~
1 Acting Director . :

Records Disposition Division

Enclosures ’ ■ - zz--.

OFFICIAL FILE:NO^ 
DAY FILE:NC Of2—



RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT RECORDS

Cubic Feet (Classified)

Cubic Feet (Unclassified)

Total

Date period 1914 - current

780

8,848

9*628

Research and development records are created and accumulated by Air Force 

activities incident to the planning, programming, management, anfy conduct 

of the Air Force research and development mission. Records relate to such 

phases of the mission as: guidance on general descriptions of operational 

capabilities deemed necessary in the future and broad ideas on technological 

objectives, development, and establishment of weapons system programs and 

research projects; the management, supervision, and review of specific 

weapons systems and directed projects; and test and evaluation. These files 

contain a complete history of each approved R & D project, task and work unit 

from its initiation, through development, design, and testing to completion.

Included are project authorization documents, requirements, plans, schedules;

copies of contractual and procurement documents, drawings, specifications, 

photographs, reports, results and conclusions, notices of cancellation and 

completion, and related correspondence.

Included is a special collection identified as "Sarah Clark Files". (430 cu.

ft.). This is a unique collection of documents and technical material 

representing the AF's investment of billions of dollars (1914-1947), and 

its total knowledge in pursuit of research and development in aerospace

/technology. ^-This collection was accumulated and maintained by Mrs. Sarah 

at Wright Air Development Center,



2

Records are retired by creating activities two (2) years after termination 

of applicable R & D effort in accordance with par. 240203, AFM 181-5. They 

are indexed by creating activity and filed by project case number.



J HISTORIC/. ■ > GROUND - AIRCRAFT LABORAK /
; - . •

' AUGUST 1907 - OCTOBER 1959< ®
:i The Aircraft Laboratory, Directorate of Development, Wright Air Development Center,. 

Air Research & Development Command of the Air Force grew out of the Aeronautical 
Division, which was created within the Signal Corps on 1 August 1907. The Aeronautical 
division was redesignated Aviation Section on 18 July 1914. Under this Section an 
Airplane Engineering Dept, was activated on 13 Oct. 1917 and occupied tents at McCook 
Field on 4 Dec 1917. The Airplane Engineering Division of the Bureau of Aircraft 
Production of the Air,Service was activated on 31 Aug. 1918, under which Chief 
Experimental Engineering operated. The Aircraft Engineering Division was designated 
the Technical Division on 1 Jan. 1919 under which.the Airplane Dept, operated. On 13 
■March 1919 this Division was renamed Engineering Division, Engineering Dept., Airplane 
Section. >--■

"/The Air Corps Act of 2 July 1926 changed the Air Service to Air Corps. Materiel 
Division under the Air Corps was established at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio on 15.October 
1926. In the spring of 1927 the Materiel Division was moved to Wright Field.

Th® Experimental Engineering Section was reorganized and there was created within 
it two staffs: the Administrative Staff, the Technical Staff, and eight laboratories 
(the former units and branches being redesignated laboratories) of which the Aircraft 
Laboratory was one, by M.D.G.O. Nr. 3, H April 1939.

Ifeteriel Division assumed Command status 9 March 1942 and upon verbal orders of the 
•C.G., AAF, was redesignated Materiel Center 6 March 1942, TT, C/S. Mat. Com., Washington 
to Adm. Exec., Materiel Center WF, 27 June 1942. Materiel Center was redesignated AAF 
Materiel Command 6 April 1942, Mat., Com. G.O. Nr. 16, 6 April 1942. •

•Engineering Division was formed 3 Dec; 1942, Mat. Com. Notice Nr. 103, 17 June 1942. 
Ifeteriel Command'was redesignated Air Technical-Service Command on;l Sept. 1944. AAF 
Hq. G.O. Nr. 12, 31 Aug. 1944. Effective 9 March 1946, the ATSC was redesignated the 
Air Materiel Command, AMD G.O. Nr. 27, 13 March 1946.

In July 1946, the Aircraft Laboratory operated under the Aircraft, and Physical 
Requirements Sub-division. Engineering Division, Air Materiel Command. With the re
organization of the Engineering Division on 3 Sept. 1946, the Aircraft Laboratory 
operated directly under the Engineering Division.

On 22 March 1951, the Air Development Force was established. On 2 April 1951, the 
Aeronautics Division was activated under the Air Research & Development Command, Wright 
Air Development Center, under which the Aircraft Laboratory now operates, G. 0. Nr. 5, 
24 Jan. 1951.

Pursuant to WADC- Notice Nr. 162, 2 Sept. 1952, the Weapons Components Division and 
the Aeronautical Division were consolidated and redesignated the Directorate of Labora
tories. All personnel, equipment, and space were transferred to the new Directorate.

On 18 Jan. 1954, the Aircraft Laboratory was assigned the responsibility for re
search, development, testing and standardization of sub-systems and equipment for con
trolling the flight path of manned and un-manned aircraft, including instruments to 
detect, display, or otherwise transmit information for flight control purposes, WADC 
G.O. Nr. 2, 19 Jan. 1954. In accordance the following organizations were functionally 
transferred to the Aircraft Laboratory: (a) The Automatic Flight Control Branch of



(b) The Instrument Branch of Equipment Laboratory, (c) In addition; 'the Armament 
■ Laboratory and the Equipment Laboratory transferred staff activities as mutually 
agreed to by the affected organizations.

WADC G.O. Nr. 20, 19 July 1954, transferred the functions of the Flight Data Branch, 
■' Operational Services Division, DCS/Operations, and the functions of the Graphics Division, 
Office of Information Services, pertaining to the preparation of graphic materials for 
the Air Force Guide Program, to the Aircraft Laboratory, Directorate of Laboratories. 
5 • '• '

Pursuant to WADC G.O. Nr. 30, 16 Nov. 1954, the functions of the Meterorological 
Equipment Section, Instrument Branch, Aircraft Laboratory (WCLSI-5) were transferred to 
the Aerial.Reconnaissance Laboratory (WCLR). G.O. Nr. 1,'Hq. WADC, 12 Jan. 1955, es
tablished and activated the Flight Control Laboratory effective 16 Jan. 1955. Con
currently the following organizational elements of the Aircraft Laboratory were dis
continued: Assistant for Flight Control (WCLSF), Flight Control Plans & Operations 
Office (WCLSP), Control Synthesis Branch (WCLSX), Control Equipment Branch (WCLSE), and 
Instruments Branch (WCLSI). Pursuant to WADCL 20-1 dated 2 July 1956, the following 
organizations of the Aircraft Laboratory were established: (a) Program and Project 
Records Office (WCLSZ), (b) Operations Office (WCLSO), (c) Technical Development Branch 
(WCLSO-1), (d) Operational Development Branch (WCLSO-2), (e) Programming Branch (WCLSO—3) 
(Formerly WCLSC). Effective October 1957, functions of the Service Section (WCLSS-4) 
were deactivated or transferred to other Sections within Structures Branch (WCLSS).

Per D.F. from WCLSA to WCOMM, "Reorganization of Dynamics Branch", dated 30 Dec. 
1957, the Analysis Section (WCLSY-2) and the Dynamic Loads Section (WCLSY-3) were 
combined and redesignated the Analysis Section, (WCLSY-2), the Special Projects Section 
(WCLSY-5) and the Vibration Section (WCLSY-6) were combined and redesignated the 
Vibration and Acoustics Section, (WCLSY-3).

Effective 24 August 1958, the Program and Project Record Office (WCLSZ) were 
abolished. Concurrently, essential functions associated with Program and Project 
Records, including cost accounting, was transferred to the Operations Office (WCLSO). 
This action is a result of the implementation of reductions directed by Hq. ARDC letter, 
subject "Functional Overmanning‘Inspection", dated 29 Aoril 1958.

Pursuant to WADC letter 20-7, "Establishment of Flight Mechanics Branch, Aircraft 
Laboratory", dated 1 October 1958, the ?/ind Tunnel (WCLSW) and Aerodynamics Branches 
(WCLSR) were combined and redesignated the Flight Mechanics Branch, (WCLSF).

Per D.F. from WCD to WCL, dated 12 November 1958, the 20’ Wind Tunnel was closed. 
The tube of this tunnel will be dismantled and replaced by the new Sonic Fatigue Test 
Facility which will utilize many of the major components of the present tunnel.

Effective 1 December 1958, the Hydraulics and Pneumatics Section, WCLSMH, of the 
Mechanical Branch, was transferred to the Aeronautical Accessories Laboratory, WCLE.

Pursuant to Hq ARDC (RDRAA) letter, dated 28 January 1959, "National Requirement 
for Spin Test Facilities", the 12’ Wind Tunnel was closed. This facility was'-closed to 
enable transfer of manpower t.o the tunnels now under construction in Bldg. 254. Although 
this tunnel is no longer an active facility, it will be maintained on a stand-by basis. 
The National Aeronautics and Space'Administration (NASA) will absorb the workload normally 
placed on this facility. ' ’

2



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - FLIGHT DYNAMICS LABORATORY

On 1 April 19&1, two of the Air Force’s major commands, the Air Research .
and Development Command, and the Air Materiel Command, were redesignated. They 
became the Air Force Systems Command and the Air Three logistics Consnand, 
respectively. . .

At Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, the change meant the combination of 
the former Wright Air Development Division and the Aeronautical Systems Center 
into a new ‘Aeronautical. Systems Division, 'under the Air Force Systems Command.

Effective 8. May 1961, the Deputy for Technology, Aeronautical Systems 
Division was organized. Under the Deputy for Technology, five Directorates 
were formed: Directorate of Materials & Processes, Directorate of R&D Contracting, 
Directorate of Aeromechanics, Directorate of Avionics, Directorate of Advanced 
Systems Planning. Under the Directorate of Aeromechanics, the Flight Dynamics- 
Laboratory ftas formed with responsibility for state-of-the-art knowledge in 
aeromechanics areas such as gas dynamics and flight performance, structural design 
and vulnerability, flight vehicle dynamics, crew station and escape, launching 
and alighting, and related areas. Analyzes advanced systems to improve operational 
effectiveness. ’ .

* - 
The Flight Dynamics Laboratory consists of throe Branches: Dynamics Branch,

Flight Branch and Structures Branch. i '

The Dynamics Branch is responsible for applied .research in the fields of 
aerothermoelasticity, vibration, and acoustics, dynamic loads', launching and alighting 
concepts, crew station and escape subsystems, and related items for future flight 
vehicles. Determines the effects of environment s on structural dynamics, develops 
and extends dynamic theories, conceives and plans advanced experimental and 
analytical programs, develops design criteria and disseminates results. Estimates 
requirements for advanced experimental facilities.

The Flight Branch performs applied research in aero and gas dynamics and 
flight' performance to establish optimum configurations and mission profiles for 
future flight vehicles. Analyzes flow phenomena to improve design data, develops 
design criteria and analysis methods, and disseminates results. Estimates 
requirements for advanced experimental gas dynamic facilities.

The Structures Branch performs applied research in structural design and 
vulnerability fbr future flight vehicles, conceives and plans, supporting analytical 
and experimental programs and disseminates information and data resulting therefrom. 
Develops related design criteria. Evolves structural configurations employing new 
materials- and new methods of construction and provides improved methods of 
structural analysis. Estimates requirements for advanced experimental facilities.
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