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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

Mr, A. H, B6lmon

Mr, W, C, Sulliv£|p

Ct4/W'

'&'

SUBJECT:

PiMl

?

5^

^

DR(. AND MRSu HARRY Ai* OVERSTREET
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

date: October 13, 1965

1 ,*• Mr, Belmont
1 /:« Mr , DeLoach

: l: ~ Mr, Mohr
1 '** Mr, M, A, Jones
1 ~ Mr, W, C; Sullivan
1 - Mr. R. Wi Smith
1 - Mr, J. M, Sizoo

Belmont

Mohr

DeLoach
Casper .

Callahan —
Conrad .—

Felt

Gale

Rosen -

Sullivan

Tavel

Trotter

Tele. Room .

Holmes

Gandy .

As you know, I have been working with Dr, and Mrs, Harry A,
Overstreet on a book which they have been writing on the FBI,
A special effort has been made to come up with a book that is
unique and unlike any written previously on the Bureau, The
book is being prepared so as to be th^^ht«^g5tqk^Lpg and to
appeal not only to the supporters of^the Bureau but to those
individuals "on the fence" and those in opposition to this
Bureau; I have long felt that a book of this kind is badly
needed.

Parenthetically, it should be noted that in a scholarly
and incisive manner the Overstreets* new book discredits many of
claims and sterotyped attitudes of anti«Bureau critics such as
the scurrilous Fred J, Cook, author of ^The FBI Nobody Knows 1 '

(fully reviewed when published in the past year); James Wechsler,
editor of the anti-FBI "New York Post"; and Max Lowenthal, enemy
of the Bureau, whose book *?The FBI," published in 1950, has been
reviewed and refuted % this Bureau previously. The Overstreets*
book also effectively attacks those individuals who believe that
an anti-FBI attitude is a required sign of "liberalism,"

Enclosed is the Overstreets* manuscript for Part 1 of
the book and one chapter of Part 2 which is being submitted for
your information and for reading by the Crime Records Division,

RECOMMENDATION:

the

*&

read,

WCS:vms^|f

That the manuscript be returned to me when it has been

Enclosur

w ><%&

54 MAR 3 1966
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Memorandum
Mr. W. C. Sullivan!ijM

i
i
i
i

Mr.
Mr;
Mr.
Mr.

A. H. Belmont
C. D. DeLoaeh
J. P. Mohr
M. A. Jones

Tolson ,

Belmont .

3E
^asper _
Callahan

Conrad _

Felt.

Gale S£
Mr. R. Wi Sraitti X- 6
DR. AND MRS?. HARRY A. OVERSTREET
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA -

Smith
Garner

avei .

Trotter ^_

Tele.. Room .

'- Holmes
Gandy '• ^ i

h
TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

By memorandum dated October 13* 1965> * wfffl
wski&^caption, Assistant

Director Sullivan said he had l^iCworking with Dr. and Mrs/ Overstreet on a
book which they have been writing on the FBI* Referenced memorandum
referred the manuscript of the first^ eleven chapters of that book to the
Crime Records Division for reading* Suggestions for improving the manuscript
made by that Division have been incorporated in the revised manuscript of
eleven chapters which is attached hereto. This is the only portion of the
book which has been completed to date. Assistant Director G. I?. DeLoach has|
personally reviewed the eleven chapters and made suggestions for improving
*which have been incorporated also.

date: November 26/ 1965

1 - Mr. W; C. Sullivan
1 - Mr; R. W.
1 ~ Mr> R. S.
l: "

^Lfl|lfol?iITIOfI COrlTAfMED
HEREIN IS.t).NCLASLIFlED-^ML^LiM

"

RVOTflfrgr/ai t

1^

As noted by Mr; Sullivan in referenced memorandum;, a special effort
has been made to prepare a book that is ^ni^u^^and^^^
wrijj^j^^ It is noted that the manuscript as it now stands is
.very tEoiigl^^ only to those individuals who
'already support the Bureau but also to many individuals f,on,^h^ ^ence*V and; 7

I
others who are outright critics of the Bure&u; It is the type of5|io<oH
needed at this time on the FBI; ^ ;

V

The Overstreets among other things have presented in a rational and

^

incisive manner a refutation of many claims made by such anti-Bureau criWcs
asH^i' scurrilous Fred J. Cook; James Wechsler, Editor of the anti-FBI
"New York Post*; and Max Lowenthal, author of "The FBI," published in 1950, a
book that has been reviewed and refuted by the Bureau previously. The ; ;j

Overstreets condemn individuals who feel that it is necessary to be "anti*#Bi"|
in order to be regarded as a "liberal" in this country. The Overstreets also
present a capable irebuttal to extremism of both the "rightM and "leftt" They
are working steadily to complete .Xurther chapters for the book which will be *l

reviewed by usi T-

RECOMMENDATION

:

^Jifoi- '

"/AJ -> //fiS^S-^09
For the information of and

Enclosure

JMSrmab
/A

sal by the Director.
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7

UNITED STATES G RNMENT

Memorandum
Mr. W. C. Sullivant j|^
Mr. R. W. Smith

subject: DR'. HARRY A. UVERSTREET
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA
INFORMATION CONCERNING
(RESEARCH-SATELLITE)

DATE:

•Tglson —
DeLoach

.

Mohr

Casper —
I
1

1

1
1

- Mr.
- Mr.

DeLoach
Wick

1/19/66

- Mr.
- Mr.
-Mr.

?Mrr*AGar,i

Callahan

Conrad —

—

Felt _

llivbn . ^
Tavel _

T/otter

*.*. A, Jones «Z
ic*'^—

w w Tele. Room .

W.C.Sullivan Hoimes_

R.W.Smith Gandy—
wnoi. „„„.,

be
b7C

By enclosed letter signed l

] Massachusetts, the Director ~was requested to advise her if
he had written a letter to Dr. Overstreet on his 90th birthday.
fDr. Overstreet and his wife are currently writing a book favorable to

I
the FBI. The completed parts of the book have been reviewed by the
Domestic Intelligence Division and the Crime Records Division and
suggestions for improvement were incorporated in the manuscript that
was forwarded for the Director *s information by memorandum from Mr. Smith
to Mr. Sullivan dated November 2^^ 196 5 > captioned as above.

The Director did write letters to Dr. Overstreet on both hig
80th and 90thj^jd^ * the latter being on October 25,
l^fflTj |

is apparently questioning the Director's judgment in __

commenting in the October 25, 1965, congratulatory letter that
Dr. Overstreet, by using his unique experience and abilities in
analyzing communism, has "contributed significantly to the intelligent
and, therefore, more effective opposition to communism." It ia noted
that in his writings and speeches Qr. Overj^^
^rmpathy for communism and^M fact, been dedicated
to allfffiil" our eft nature of communism and its
tactics of deceit arid violence in trying to subvert our freedoms.

Bufiles show that|
|
writing on July 23, 1965, as

] of the same address, requested to be placed on
The Bureau determined thatL her ^husband

,

f^f^frgu^
of such information, shte was advised by letter

M
the Bureau mailing list a

wasl"^
ITgggjLgfcy. As a resuj

August 5, 1965, from the Director that it would^nqt-Jbte possible to send
her material on a continuing basis. In view of her husband's relation-
ship with the John Birch Society, it is possible that she intends to
draw the Director into a public controversy over Dr. Overstreet for
the benefit of that "extremist group,^ -J^fL^

The file copy of the Director's letter ol^October 25, 1965*
io Dr. Overstreet is also enclosed with its cover mem6ran£»™*^ &ft w*

100-114575 CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum for Mr. Sullivan
RE: DRl HARRY B. OVERSTREET

RECOMMENDATION :

In view of the writer* s apparent questioning of the Director's
judgment and her possible intent to draw the Director into public
controversy on Dr. Overstreet, it is recommended that no answer be
given to her letter* .

,-
' ^^^***^

- 2 ~
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VV VAN LOON BROS. MUSKEGON & OTTAWA COUNTIES, INC.

2187 LAKESHDRE DRIVE •MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN • PHONE PL 5-1161

TO .>^_5?^^6^^?3sr._.-... ...,

.
vM%jy.$/j£__^

/WiiOi'f'COMIIE!

m^^jf^jL^^4^:^.'4^CM^.-
4

«fc^%f ':yfmr:.,t^£^.j!?4^4£:i^4.r^y:.
J,,

DATE ': ..:...

\Z/g/y#£# M„J%mt>'y^M/^r , y.

^^t^X.y^f^^^y

INSTRUCTIONS TO SENDER:

^1. KEEP*YEULQW COPY. 2. S,END.WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBON INTACT,E?*TEELVW COPY. Z. 5,END.\

V
;r v p



yK Mr. Tolsoni^*^

^ft^J Mr. DeLoaMf_„
r*?T, Mr. -Mohr ;

J*ass

January 15, 1966
/

Mr. Tolsoid

Mr. DeLoai
Mr, -Mohr,..

Mr. Casper„

Mr. Callahan.__„_

Mr. Conrad..™.-.

Mr. Felt

Mr. Gale.

Mr. Rosei

Mr. .Sum-

Mr. TaveLl
Mr* T/otter>^.„._

ic'

le. Room

Mr- J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Miss Holmes -.

Miss Gandy

Dear Sir:

I was recently advised that you had
sent Mr. Harry A. Overstreet, on the occasion

of his 90th birthday, a letter commending him in

his fight against communism. In view of

Mr, Overstreet' s background of affiliations with

communist front organizations, as documented
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities,

I questfcn this, Will you please advise if you did

send Mr, Overstreet a letter of commendation.
If such letter is a matter of public record, may I

have a copy ? Thank you very much

.

b6
b7C

CdPYrhm 4m

m,

<&?&,:
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Muskegon, Michigan 49441

February 15, 1966

b7C

.INFORMATION OOlTAiED '

"IN IS..aNCLASS*RED''- -v- 'i

CO

Dear

received.

Your communication of February 7th has been

With respect to your inquiry, information con*

tained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice.

I trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this

policy, and why I cannot furnish you the data you desire..

Sincerely yours,

- ;
' '

.
. ..: ' la. Edgar Hoover .

'

*•* ...n

o
o

E^9*

'--%:

ToJson

DeLoach
Mohr

Wick

NOTE:Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. and Mrs.
Harry A. Oyerstreet are well known to the Bureau, and we have

assisted them in preparing books.

DFC:cao

y'"" 'iHw <u

MAILIB 2

FEB 1 5 1966

_ COMM*FBl

MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT

'to/JLA -A

*V

/6

i?-
\v
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington - D. C.

2/7/66 ,;..;.

Dear Mr; Hoover,

Our Church (The Lakeside Methodist) is going

to have a series of lectures on extremism using the/l55bk "The
Strange Tactics of Extremism M by Harry and gfingxim^^
I have read conflicting reports about these authors. Is there any
public information available about these people? Are they communists
or associated with Communist Front organizations? I do not wish \
to see a good fellow church member be duped into giving some incorrect

information to his friends and fellow members.

I hope that I am not out of line in making this request.

Any information you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
be
b7C

(an American very
interested in preserving our heritage
and our Constitution.

m
y

100 /sVS

16 'KB 18 1966

VAN LOON BROS.
ACCOUNTING SERVICE QS3SSS I. B..M. EQUIPMENT
2187 LAKESHORE ORIVE MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN

^T^TCLJ DISTRIBUTOR FOR STATE OF MICHIGAN
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Rochester, New York 1461

Dear

**••

*tsH%F*L-
I.--03 dv, ^

I received your letter <tf February ITthT^wlth enclo-

sure, concerning Dr. Harry A. Overstreet.

ILet me assure you at the outset that the FBI does
not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type. Over the years

is Bureau has enjoyed cordial relations with Br. Overstreet, and
I did write him on his 90th birthday. However, I did not use the

MAR 2 1966Wrds attributed to me in the article you forwarded.

• Jo 6

fp'

w ™j>£fe,

U^J
O)

\
O

.JMAILEQA.

C0MM-FB1

A
Siftcerely yours,

h Edgar Hoover

^ 1 - Buffalo » Enclosures (2)

1 - Itix. Sullivan - Enclosures (2)

j$l

NOTE: is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. Harry A. Overstreet
is well known to the Bureau and is currently preparing a book on the

FBI which is very favorable to us . Smith to Sullivan mernorandum
*^1 -19-66 concerned an inquiry from a Massachusetts resident along the

same general lines as the current incoming/ It wp,s noted that Mr. Hoover
did writerDr. Overstreet on both his 80th and 90tlv birthday celebrations,

with the latter on October 25, 1965. This letter was hand delivered by
Assistant Director William C. SuUivanvVA qopyis. attached. While the

wording congratulates Dr. Overstreet for hi# colitribiiti©fiuto the field of

aiiticommunism, no specs ific statement calling him a "great patriot" is

contained therein. In view of the issues involved, the above answer is

propriate.

fyp-i* *», ^
deemed

DTPikcf/

, MAIL R001>mJ—

J

TELETYPE UNIT
• '%'*/ •/•

0'
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ochester, New York 14615
February 17, 1966

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C«

Dear Mr. Hoover:

b6
b7C

Mr. foison
,

Mr. DeLoacI
Mr.

M{

Mr. (Jasper .

'Mr. Callahan

Mr. Conrad _
Mr. Felt

Mr. Gale

Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sulli

Mr. Tave
Mr. Trotter

Tele. Room _
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy _

In reference to the attached. clipping. I was not under the impression
that a function of the FBI was to l, Glear n

-';.araycjfie*-
:

;.
I thought that its only

function was as investigative body. Could you tell me if you did indeed
pay tribute to Harr^r^ft.^^er^strj^t as a "great patriot". I personally can
not believe thatT^Su did. The mention of citations against Mr. Qverstreet
(as outlined in the attached clipping from the Rochester, New York DEMO-
CRAT & CHRONICLE^ I obtained from APPENDIX IX of which I have a copy.

Enc. attached

:

A1 W iMFOftMATION COHTAtHED
'

HEREIN IS 'fiWaASSIRED^^.,

%<»*>

tf&
.*%//)
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"T^s^mfh^ Democrat find Chronicle began publishing

the current series EXTREMISM TODA^: A TWO-WAY THREAT,
detractors of the authors took pen In hand or sat down at their

typewriters.

seem per-

Harry A. Overstreet, co-

author of the series, et one time

toe© facades or so ago, unwtt-

tingiy joined or s^gortecTj^
WBSBES^MWSSST.asjfsubver-»wlyle HoiSeTkUDinStee
5TQ^fe^caa^cUvIOiiriiS
"W&© aMMIb^aiffiiFiSaye?

help people, b© just nateaKy
"""led to do what ha could"

Mrs, 0?i3rstee£ said hep hus-

band never ©Staled the organ-
ization's meetfegs

fi
©ddiog, "It

was a tenuous sort ®£ thing,"

Warfclm® Groups

"The bixlk of them were war-
time things, mostly involving the

Spanish Civil War," Mrs, Over-
-"Street said,

tnfirmejfl,, her _ husband's

But as
his request is 1953 in California,

CommimM,' '

California fin-

time, tfia Overgtreets lMagLgn?

On Oct. 25 last, Oversfcreet's

80th birthday, a portion of the

celebration wm. the reading of

¥MJM^Z^_^fci!£U$htiZ%
^^^M^W^^^m^^ss^'i

Overstreets p®b-

their "What We Mast
tow About Communism" is

1G&, President Eisenhower sug-

gested tt# as a book "every

American should read." It was
widely hailed as a complete and
compact analysis of the Com-
munist conspiracy.

\i

Th$® ms-'forae of the bsck-

gnraisS established before the
Bemosrst ©nd Chrohid© started

the Ovmtreet series. " *=
. ;

Overafreeti' m&hor of about 25"

books m& pressor, emeritus o!

C% CoHef© ©f
:^ew-Yerk, g®^

ported 4^ §mz$$ Without know-

I n g : tiwy.', w^a Communist
inspired, /.Mrs.- Bonanr Over-

street said in a telephone inter-

view tram their imme in Falls

C&urcfe, Va; '.';."''-.

"Harry was §» Jtey fa thos©

years," ©aid Sta. Oves^est-
*His mMa&s was that when,

garar1hi3!!3;.g^amed like a good
sad Utaral cause, one that could

mentioned iaS"oTtfi3
eWT3KraTtTth3 editor. " They'

are:

American Committer for Pro-

tection o! Foreign Bora (dgned
statement); American Cemm^
tee to

Americas BYknds of 'Spanish

Democracy (mmikm) ; The
~e&S Bisrsasj, Amsdcma

Friends temfesr ); Descendants
of the American Revolution

(member) ; fiends of the Amer-
ican Lincoln Brigade (signed

statement); Sch&ppes Defense

Committee (signed statement);

Spsssish Relief Campaign im^m-
b$r)<

- posted <&-£&p. _
Mrs. OmgtaJt §aM bo? hm>

band, "wESa . aa a&nutetiog
cause/9 wo£ befora to CalSfor-

nia House "Committer on Un-'

American Activities la J8S3 .msd

asked what,h$ mskTdo as &.

person having msde mistakes of

this kind."

The committee, Mrs. Over-

street said, sqgtfssteoVthAt her

i^ draft na-caSSdavIt listing

8$ CmmsM- •ISwttte**' be had
QB«sto^.-.JoiBsdf ptos any
o&er «Krgantettes **to pu6 the

thing is por^div®." E also

sdvM him to see^ a public;

hmfatg'to'<'d&&r ^p amblgtil-

«ea;
w>;.v-.

..

In October 1^3, the committee
chairman advised -Qranstreet-'

tore was "no need" for.'a.hearf
:

.

ing, Mrs.-- Overstreet said. I&
im

9 ':i§ advted-;''thfi profes^r

g^^-4gj^i^doon^wnfe
|

^O ac 3>

u *tw°

?<S2q

b
y//W £ -\(p



...... .,_=,.,,.„,..... - ^ jj,. # BeXiaoftti. ,

-';
,

«- Kr. MoKr
DeLoach

Sullivan
-:^'ilR4^-^fJti^'h'-!- ' l -Mr, K.\l, Smith .':

W '
"

•

:-.".^l^t?jMail:Ai^^vl - «*• Garner

i Dr. Harry A. Ofrerstreet
3409 Fiddler*e Green
Lake Bancroft
Fall* Church, Virginia

£#( .. -r ' '^;4h/S^

'

, Si

^Ir'^-^iH"

JDoar Dr« Overstreet: ..:.\.v->
; ?*'!#^ /.;vi ;";:

':,
'•

; --- X should like to extend to 'you my
.
.greet* .;$i^.;^',vi

ings on the occasion of your 00th birthday. Your l^U vu

P>:
y
:

IS' ••*

£p

years have spanned a significant segment of our
, Nation's history and your efforts to relate the

;<f-'$ ;?#fi% individual to his surroundings in this era of rapid
*y?:ZQ5''-J\i change are widely known and genuinely appreciated
'7;:;::.^4*oV';'by those who ; are aware of the ever-increasing, ^ „.

vl^.^v-i
1

'.

8
-

*v-/'>.-"- '«MN*pl<ME&t|r o* life todays " ;.'• ;.;,.;,- .>„'-...;;..
'..

'".

''-^•.'rsj.

,;v£-'^^f^ ."-
•• < i By ' utilising . your unique experience 'and

*>*f^^'•^^-'abUities-in ; the field : of .
education and psychology ro § ' -j**j*

•

sv '•A"^% ; '^(^.m 'your • analyses of communism and its threat to .•: t j^ *•..;.,.ro/'"

freedom, you have contributed significantly to the » q?
intelligent andj therefore* more effective opposition o -

to communism.

',)
:

avit ;,.

'.Mi'm
n1'^V'" ift/S^'i-

r
:!v?!v

.^-.v.svv:
,

" v .. . ...

^ >.;,v:- 7%:^ ''-'
.'J

r
'' - f;i V' ,?,-! if ^—1.%.

;i|;
; ^^;^^> ;

y/l^

i ^ :

avm ;;;

:p^WCS:cr/vM^

NOTE: See memorandum Sullivan to Belmont dated 10/19/65 y\''^M f
re "Dr | Harry A» Overstreet, Falls Church, Virginia, Information_, .... w . . _ |4
Concerning,*1 WCS.er* Letter dated October 25, 1965, since that-; |\^

is birthday of Dr« Overstreet and letter *to be delivered 'V'-^'.i^
personally by too W* C # Sullivani Pire^ used v ^p j

- Belmont ' ' for special: congratulatory:^
'

:,71,:^^-l :
.: 7/frp£-\'

DeLoach^ ^- '

.

•7-'*' '

:

' -
' '" -'

: '\.''.
*'

'l^MTtf^^
-»-; Caspot ^i™ /••'..' '

"
' '>'

:

, l

-;

'

:--'."^-:1

;.J iV'
^'" ,r

)
**.''*''

yCqllohan ,

,

..

";' r 4*d '

K '''"""' '*-*'"'

"i Gale .

j;> J.Tolson

'.i-rtVMbhr -

. Rosen*

Sulii'

. tave
TrotteT

fELETYPE Unit k. 1

"*'

'I
'o

:X ;y- ;

.".! '
.

f

nm
''':-;

;v--f-'

.I

^^T-w.-^^T^-l
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March 16, 1966

ALL INFORMATION .CONTAINED
HLREi«'iS'8HCLASSIFiED :

'

strouasourg, Pennsylvania 18360

M?SL

Deal

Ifour letter of March 9th has been received.

With respect to your request, the FBI being
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither

makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or
integrity of any organization, publication or individual.

T-t 2>

MAR 1 6 1966

Sincerely yours,

2=b

NOTE: is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Overstreets
are weir known to the Bureau and are currently preparing a book on
the FBI which is very tfavorable. This Bureau has assisted them in

the preparation of books in the piast.

TELETYPE UNIT

Mat/

^jf
w

Imim $~<^'? </ F
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Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360

V ' Mar 9, 1966

Washington D. G.

Dear Sir >

fatigif»
^

\b6

b7C

C^ >
Will you please researchJHa^y & Bonaxo ;

;',. -. ©verStree t, authors 6f "What we Must Kno\fabout Communism, ."

and let me know whether or not they are subversive

?

Thank you.

M-

\

$T&

mm

in
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r STROUDSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA ( J ** w

^ .6 - ^ ALL IMPORTATION CONTAINED

^^TN DATE 5-a/ -Si. mm&zk> L

(JJ dJ- -V3^ ^-^—

-

. ?^

^

f̂;
*

s-nfT\

^ ^
a> ^ T^l
so m f%
Hi 1

ft
•a * 1

«* D

t© te-^©> *HT
05 |

K/fl

5^

r

0/

&v m

.^S®-:
.</&#..

>i
'IS, ARJW1966.
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March 14 - '66 H
Dear Mr. Hoover:

In the January issue of Arizona1
s PTA Bulletin, there is

an art idle on the 90th birthday celebration of Harry A. Ove,rstreet. i____
They have included jrour nanie in a list of birthday messages received

by him but Only quote froiii yours, which seems to me a subtle way
of trying to clear him of the "rumors" going around of his Subversive
activities which the PTA has hot acknowledge though the record $&

shows differently. :
"

They quote your message as being: fTYour years have
spanned a significant segment of our Nations history andjjsour efforts

to relate the individual to his surroundings in this era of rapid change
are widely known and genuinely appreciated by those whorare aware of

the ever increasing complexity of life today. By utilizing your unique

experience and abilities in the field of education and psychology in|your

analyses of communism and its threat to freedom you have contributed

significantly to the intelligent and, there, effective opposition to

communism"

Mr. Callahan

j Mr. Conrad.

| Mr. Felt

5 Mr. Gale

Mr. Rosen

i!
Mr. Suli

Mr. TaveJ

Mr. Trotter

Tele. Room
Miss Holmes™
Miss Gandy_

efL \

I hope to have you comment on the above as I cannot feel that

even the recent work of Mr. Over street warrants a note of gratitude

for preserving the American way of life. Is it true that you are against

outlawing the communist party as it seems I recall Overstreet mentioning?

;/£ ; Was your assistant, William C. Sullivan, at this birthday

gathering because of his personal friendship with Mr. Overstreet,^ at

your request, or at theirs?

I am somewhat puzzled by all this in view of your past :

vigorous opposition to anti-American attitude.

M ISF08MATI0N 'COWTAlNED

.HERE#ts :wmm^m •

Sincerely,

>

b6 .'

b7C

Prescott, Arizona

COPYrnm

CORK
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Memorandum
:

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

Mr. C. D.

W. C. Sulliv

ach date: March 23., 1966

DR. HARRY A. OVERSTREET
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA
INFORMATION CONCERNING
(RESEARCH-SATELLITE)

1

1

1

1

1

1

-Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr,
- Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr.

DeLoach
Wick
M.A» Jones
Sullivan r
Smith

It.

ni

The enclosed letter from
Arizona, is critical of the Director T

s congratulatory letter

view of his past record of

stated that she does not "feel

Prescott,

to DrrOverstreet on his,

"subversive activities. ^_
that even the recent work of Mr. Overstreet warrants a note of gratitude

for preserving the American way of life. " She wishes to know whether
I attended Dr. Overstreet1 s birthday party because of my personal friend-

ship with him, at the Director's request, or at the Overstreets' . She
further inquired if the Director favors outlawing the Communist Party.

Dr. Overstreet and his wife are now preparing a book which
is most favorable to the Bureau. The completed portions have been reviewed
by the Domestic Intelligence £nd Crime Records Divisions and recommendat-
ions have been made for improvement in the manuscript.

The Director did write letters to Dr. Overstreet on the occasion
of both his 80th and 90th birthdays, the latter being 10/25/65. I attended

Dr. Overstreet' s birthday party and personally delivered the Director's /

letter to him. The file copy of this letter, dated 10/25/65, is also

enclosed with its cover memorandum.

In his writings and speeches, Dr. Overstreet has never
„

manifested any sympathy for communism and his recent books have been
devoted to alerting the American people to the subversive and totalitarian

nature of communism as well as the evils of extremism of the far right.

Enclosures

100-114575

RSGrcr^
(7)

$
51 APR 191961

CONTINUED - OVER r̂



Memorandum to Mr, DeLoach
Re: DR. HARRY A, OVERSTREE

T

FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA
100-114575

be
b7C

Gus I^l^G^er^ Sjs^etary of the C^
^^^nceonW^/^j assailed Dr. Overstreet for his;

s|
ffilffiyi^rimkial

falsehoods"against the communis

Bufiles reveal that has written the Bureau on
Her letters weref<^urjgreviou^oc£asioris, beginning in November, 1961.

always complimentary to the Director and the Bureau, but in a letter

dated 2/26/62, shQ^^pressed sentim^^

/Mato-Ge„ttgxal EdwlrPT^ their

views^and activities were detrimental to thg country T
s welfare.

Ixilher current letter, is obviously questioning

the Director's judgment in sending Dr. Overstreet a congratulatory birth-

day message and my presence at his birthday party. Since she seems
intent on provoking a pointless controversy with the Directorv I do not

believe her letter_shouldJoe^^^nowlgdged.

RECOMMENDATION:

k

In view of the writer* s obvious questioning of the Director's
judgment and her seeming intent to provoke a pointless controversy with
the Director, it is recommended that her letter not be answered.

2 -
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March 29, 1966 b6
b7C

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114

Mr, J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation ft I 1.- IMpHRH ^Tlffl H{W
Washington, D. C.

. . iirnrfM J0>kswv ^vfCSCn

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Mmi<

m i\ l»D !« I W WJ'BV/ J— I *-.j> '*»* « " •wet"

Enclosed is copy of a letter I wrote to

the Baptist Sunday School Board regarding reference material in

our Adult Teachers Quarterly, along with a copy of his reply.

of

As you,can see,| [apparently was not interested in my
observations regarding Dr. Qverstreet's and Dr. Niebuhr's "alleged

I have further inter-activities" • Since writing to|_

ma tion regarding these two men which I have also enclosed.

You will note further that quoted you but did not give
the source of his information. Will you please advise me whether
or not you actually made the statement quoted by
would appreciate it very much if you could give me this information
at an early date so 1 can advise several other members of my church
who signed the letter I wrote to

tioned me about this.

and who have ques-

If you have any other documentation regarding Dr. Overstreet's and
Dr. Niebuhr n

s activities, I will be grateful for any help you can
give me.

(k0

2-mcLmym

Sincerely youRS

,
NOT RECORDED

JM Miasms ,



,--*rtf> February 9 * 1966

Literature pepartmeafc

baptist Sunday School Board
Southern Baptist Convention

,

127 Eotth Binfcti Avenue
ESashville v Tennessee.

'

N s> pvr

^ O'iliL f^;'^ ->

Attention

;

Saau

Me would like/aa^jSiveetiga-tltsa'aad'ata explanation as to why the writings o£

wjBn like Barry A. 'Overs'fcreefc and Dr. -Reinhold Niebuh? "are reeonsoended to the

teachers d1T|adulfc SaSSajTSCBSbl classes. We ".ay© referring to the article
entitled "Sciais© Helpful. Books" by Joseph F* -Green on page .6 of the Adult
"Teachers quarterly* the February, 1966 issue. •''

To those <oi na who have been 'studying fche^Goaamiaisfc movement; in the United
States » these name® are familiar, Mr. Overstree £ and hia activities are
ssentloned in the following books end cvr-. ?.$les 9 ataong others:

'Woue Dare Call' it Treason by John Storaer
Hhat We Must Inofcj About Overstree t by Edward. Janisch

.b6

b7C

Sri Keinhold Hiebuhr la Mentioned .in

Collectivism in the Churches, by Edgar G. Bundy >*•

Invisible Government by Dais Smoot
Democrats Bliemaaa by Philip W. Crate©*.

'

It seesas strange 'that K&» Green as editor ©f specialised -books D Broadman
Bocks Bapartaeat, Baptist -Sunday School Board could be ©o uninforrced or

mi®±n£®trm& about txtea like Mr. Overstreet and Br* Hiebuhr. -In either event a

us© questionKr«" Greenes qualifications for writing -the Sunday School lessons
for young adults s or any other Southern E&ptist literature.-

This is the second time to ©ur. knowledge that a serious mistake: in -scarce

material: has appeared in out literature. We are referring to the July-
' August^fiepteiabee issue of the Young Peoples Training Union Quarterly-^and-
the unfortunate -reooas&ended reading I is to

We would -appreciate hearing ftorn, you in. regard to' this matter .-.. .
.

.

; Sincerely yours ^ :•. J*'

Tulsa $ Oklahoma 74114

BNGuUSUBfi

TRj;

Y&6~ff?S 75
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NOTE: Correspcm Bufiles, The booklet,

"What You Should Knew About the Overstreets, !

f

is critical of

Dr. Qverstreet and contains examples of apparently contradictory
statements from Ms books* The letter from the Director to

Dr. Overstreet on his 90th birthday was hand delivered by
Assistant Director William C. Sullivan and a copy is attached.
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover Director
federal Bureau Investigation

Dear Sir.

Mr. Tolson..

Mr. DeLoach..
[ohr~...

/

J
Mr./Casper
'Mr. Gallfthan

Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt„„„

Mr. Gale.™
Mr. Rosen -,.N ^

Mr. Sullivan....

Mr. Tavel.

Mr. Trotter „ )r-

Tele. Room...'.

Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy..

U /,

May 25, 1966
Birmingham,- Ala._

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HERBrtS UNCLASSIFIED ..'

X) On a resent visit to the Baptist Book Storfc in

Birmingham I found a copy of Mind Alive hyyHarry jDveystreet and

r^ his wife. I protested the sale of the hook in the Baptist Book

Store, because I feel Dr. CVerstreet 16 somewhat of a dubious

character, My complaint along with a copy of "What you should

know about the Overstreats" by Mr. Edward Janisch was forwarded

to the Office of Denominational Relations 127 Ninth Ave. No. \

Nashville Term. I have received a letter from Mr. Gomer R. Lesch-.
- j

Director of this office in which he states.

It is difficult to reconcile what he says (Mr. Janisch)
<u .

with the statement J. Edgar Hoover recently made about Dr. Overstreet^ ^ii

The director of the Federal Bareau of Investigation said: (U iM$.

"By utilizing your unique experience and abilities in the

field of educati on and psychology * in your analysi

s

~of C ommunism

nd its threat to freedom, you have contributed significantly to
(j

fib' intelligent and, therefore , effective opposition to Communism.*1\S. i

&&**.
Sir, I would like to know if you made this statement and

^auia you care to explain? I have read your book Masters of

^ Deceit, f *^fs recommended it to other people^ and^ha^, bought copies

P r* * w^-.^raM-^^w^w^t * A*fw A** A^ckT 1 of the day wHen/you may retire

P^v ^fo or ^ replaced. Ae you know without my saying so you are reXieci "on

P^
-c/^ , heavily by the Anti-communist in this Country, but the stat&mlnT Sl 1966

.referred to abcte has me stopped cold in my effor t *? Sgf
COBBJpPfe|^WCB^ v
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Hon J . Edgar Hoover -2- May 25, 1966

Dr. drerstreets book taken off the shelf of the Baptist Book Store.

Sincerely yours.

Birmingham, Ala. 35215

be
b7C

JVS.
I am a member of the Center Crest Baptist Church in

Center Point, Ala.

%
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What We Must Know About

OVERSTREET

by

EDWARD JANISCH



ABOUT THIS ARTICLE

These reprints of fktfe Umt Know About Ovmtwt, by Edward

Janisch, will be sent postpaid to any address in the United States, at the

following prices:

In Quantities of 10- 99 10^ each

'

In Quantities of 100-999 ; , iji each

In Quantities of 1,000 or more ._ 7^ each

This article first appeared in the October, 1959 issue of AMERICAN

OPINION, an informal monthly review edited by Robert Welch, The

subscription rate to the magazine is ten dollars per year, to any address'

in the United States and Canada; twelve dollars to others countries,

For eitlier reprints or subscriptions address

AMERICAN OPINION, Belmont, Massachusetts 02178

WHAT WE MUST KNOW ABOUT OVfBTKff

h

Edward Janisch

Few books on Communism have

been favored with the bright publicity

that has surrounded the Overstreets'

What We Must Know About Com-

munism. The late Mr. Dulles recom-

mended' that the President read it.

Newspaper and TV pictures followed,

showing Eisenhower with the book in

his hand. With such high endorsement

to help, the book has gone through

many printings. Some metropolitan

dailies have run it in installments. An

inexpensive paperback edition of this

"masterful study of Communism" has

been prepared for use as a college text.

And the ghost of Stalin must be whis-

pering to Khrushchev, "for this, there

should be dancing on our side of the

street."

I say this because Overstreet, over the

years, has lent his name to Communist

causes and his pen to a program of soft-

ening us to the threat of the conspiracy.

His recent book on
:

Communism does

not, in my opinion, represent a de-

parture from the general line of his

leftist thinking, except for a clever sur-

face attack, on Communism. The book

is dynamite for the unsuspecting gen-

eral reader who may pick it up as a

guide to Communism because of the

official fanfares of praise he has heard.

If what I say sounds alarmist, it is be-

cause I intend that it should. What we

must know about Overstreet is just as

alarming as what we must redly know

about Communism,

Harry Allen Overstreet, retired pro-

QCTOBER, IM

fessor and chairman of the philosophy

department at City College of New

York, and now lecturer and writer on

psychology, mental health, adult educa-

tion, and communism, has fostered in

his writings a materialistic outlook that

has ranged from orthodox Marxism to

cultural relativism. It is Overstreet who

fathered the notion of the "mature

mind." If you agree with his radical

beliefs, you are "mature." If, on the

other hand, you are one of those back-

ward souls who believes in God, love of

country, free enterprise, investigations

of Communism, and if you have other

similar attitudes respected by the over-

whelming majority of Americans, then

you are "immature"; and quite pos-

sibly, according to Professor Overstreet,

you are on the road to mental illness.

What I have said -is not my imagina-

tion running wild. It is the core of

Overstreet's thinking, made abundant-

ly clear for anyone who will take the

trouble to read even a few of his books.

Some of them are;. The Enduring Quest

(1931), A declaration of Interdepen-

dence^)Jhe Mature Mind (\W\

The Great Enterprise (1952); and those

books written jointly with his wife,

Bonaro Overstreet, The Mind Alive

(1954), The Mind Goes Forth (1956),

and the recent, What We Must Know.

About Communism (1958).

All of these books have had wide

circulation. But I must caution the

prospective reader. Overstreet is as slick

and slippery as an Owen Lattimore. His
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writings are one of the little webs

which, along with many other webs,

the Communists weave together to

'

make up the Big Lie of their total web

of deception, He does his work with

half-truth, glittering generality, mis-

placed emphasis, significant omission,

and other tricks that mark the profilic

popularizer and propaganda hack. The

trained reader, however, who is able to

find his way through the silver linings

into the dark clouds themselves, will

soon see-that what appear on the sur-

face of Overstreet's writings to be the

grandiose' schemes of a super-idealist

are, in fact, rank examples of leftist

propaganda,

II .

A sample of. this master of confu-

sion at work might serve as a good in-

troduction to his background. Profes-

sor Overstreet writes in The Mini

Alive, 1954, that he and his wife re-

cently "had occasion ... to try to clear

up, not only for the record but for our

own minds, certain tenuous associations

one of us had a decade or more ago

with several groups that were later

shown to be tainted by Communist in-

filtration ... we went to Washington

and to the office of one individual who

.. . . was known for his 'toughness to-

ward anything that savored of Com-

munism. We put our problem to him™

particularly with regard to one organ-

ization which we could only vaguely

place but that he told us had been prac-

ticing a calculated subversion even at

the time when one of us had unsus-

pectingly signed one of its petitions. He

laid the facts before us—and they were

striking enough to make us feel

abashed . .

."

Here is indeed a touching picture of
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injured innocence, painted with tears,

But it is highly deceptive. Before I deal

with those "tenuous associations," I

should like to skim over the social

philosophy of poor, unsuspecting,

abashed Professor Overstreet,

His Mature Mini, 1949, had an un-

usually profound respect for Karl Marx,

whose "piled up proofs" of the abuses

of the^ economic processes "was a job

well done " For Overstreet, this was a

"triumph of logic," and Marx's ,"urgent

demand that working men stop taking

the economic order for granted was a

bid for the increased use of the mind."

It's unfortunate though, the professor

.

tells us, that the "social regeneration"

was to be accomplished by force. What,

other than Marx's exhortation to rev-

olution and violence, does Overstreet

mean by "urgent demand?"

Karl Marx in his own lifetime would

have been delighted to know what an

American professor would proclaim in

1949: Our economic system uses fear as

a weapon to such an extent that every-

where, men and women are terrified

over the prospect of losing their jobs;

the system is so bad as to cause a dom-

inant fear by ten-year-old American

children that their fathers will lose their

jobs and end up on the industrial scrap-

heap. And that's not all. According to

Overstreet: "Our strange economy has

never been interested in the whole

human being, but only in those aspects

of his nature from which some mone-

tary profit could be derived." Unsus-

pecting, "abashed" Overstreet is of the

opinion that industry, business and

some of the professions have acted as

a conspiracy to prevent raising the

standard of living, so that they could

make bigger profits.

I don't want to belabor the point, but
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one of Overstreet's earlier ideas, penned

in 1931, is as good an index of his think-

ing as any: "Until various sharp-eyed

men of a more realistic turn saw through

the pleasant sham, it was a prevalent

habit to praise the workers as the salt

of the earth and quote Scripture. to

them about the virtue of industry . .

,

In those days the simple workers, thus

bedazzled, would fling up their caps

and cheer lustily in honor of their own

greatness and glory." Marx put it much

more simply: "Religion is the opium of

.

the people." And Lenin, another favor-

ite of Overstreet, used the words, "spir-

itual gin." When the facts were laid

before him, unsuspecting Dr. Overstreet

felt "abashed,"

With this as background, it might

be well to. investigate those "tenuous

associations" that Overstreet could only

vaguely recall. After all, this man-of-

the-mature-mind tells us, in 1949, the

"thing we can do to make clear the

image of maturing is to associate- our- -

selves with groups that promote matur-

ing." He associated himself with the fol-

lowing nine Communist front organ-

izations, stretching from the 1930's to

August, 1950:

.
Member, New York Committee of

the American Committee for De-

mocracy and Intellectual Freedom, as

shown on letterheads dated Septem-

ber, 1939 and December, 1939. Signer

of petition, January, 1940; sponsor,

according to. a leaflet, of a Rally held

in April, 1940.

The Daily Wor\er, August, 1950

reported that Overstreet had signed a

statement against denaturalization is-

ocroBEi im

sued by the American Committee for

Protection of Foreign Born. This

Committee had been officially listed

as subversive a number of years be-

fore Overstreet lent it his support,

Signed a public statement of the

American Committee to Save Refu-

gees, Again, this Committee had been

officially declared subversive before

Overstreet gave it his support.

Professor Overstreet was listed on

the letterhead of the Committee of

the American Friends of Spanish

Democracy, February, 1938; also, .he

was Committee member of the Medi-

cal Bureau, American Friends (see

their letterhead, November, 1936;

New Masses, January, 193?),

Member of Descendants of the

American Revolution, as shown by

the Daily Wor\er, February, 1939,

Also named as sponsor on the pam-

phlet, "Descendants of the American

Revolution,"

Signed circular for Friends of the

Abraham Lincoln Brigade,

Signer, 1943, of message of National

Federation •for Constitutional Liber-

ties, addressed to United States House

of Representatives. Again, this front

was listed before Overstreet lent it his

support,

Signer of a letter sponsored by the

Schappes Defense Committee, Octo-

ber, 1944, Again, this front was listed

before Overstreet lent it his support.

"Children in Concentration Camps"

reveals that Professor Overstreet was
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a sponsor of the Spanish Relief Cam-

paign.

Surely there is nothing "flimsy" or

"slight" - or tenuous - about so im-

pressive a background of. Communist

front associations. And when Over-

street writes "associations of ... a

decade or more ago," he apparently

does not mean, by "decade," ten years.

What of his claim that several groups

"were later shown to be tainted by

Communist infiltration?" A quick

check' of the list will show that

American Committee for Protection of

Foreign Born, American Committee to

Save Refugees, The National Federa-

tion for Constitutional Liberties, The

Schappes Defense Committee - all of

these, as we have indicated above, were

lutei before Dr. Overstreet lent them

his services, Some one is telling tales,

and it is not the public record.

In sum, what Overstreet wrote in

The Mini Alive, 1954, is a calculated

mis-statement of the facts; the "asso-

ciations" were specific, not "tenuous";

the "decade or so ago" omits his more

recent activities; and the "later shown

to be Communist-tainted" is a bold

fairy tale.

Dr. Overstreet fails to mention, in

The Mini Alive, [hi six months ear-

lier, on July 21, 1953, he had filed an

affidavit with the House Un-American

Activities Committee 'at his own re-

quest. He did this, he claims in the af-

fidavit, to set the record straight, and

because patriotic groups were disturb-

ing his lecture plans in California and

Arizona. Possibly the Professor had

other reasons for attempting to "puri-

fy" himself, but he has not made them

public.

His reasoning in the affidavit is well
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worth a close examination, and it is

just as loaded as the statement on

"tenuous associations."

Dr. Overstreet states that he has never

been a Communist or a sympathizer

with Communist tactics or philosophy,

except for a brief hope that the Russian

Revolution might lead to democracy in

Russia. Also, that he never knowingly

helped a movement or organization

that had Communist aims. Can it be

that this educated man, this professor

of philosophy and psychology, this na-

tion-wide lecturer, this "mature" mind,

who is mentioned nine times as lend-

ing his name to Communist causes, did

so all nine times without knowing what,

he was doing? Yes, he tells us, and

without blushing.

He tells us that one of the reasons

why. he made these "mistakes" was be-

cause he was "profoundly aware of the

rising menace of fascism," but that he

was not "in any equal measure aware

of communist infiltration." Our new

expert on Communism adds, that when

appeals came to him that sounded

humanitarian," he had "little or no sus-

:

picion that they might be communist."

How much, Professor Overstreet, is a

"little?" Further, since his retirement

at CCNY, he has led a "nomadic life,"

lecturing all over the country. Hence,

he reacted to these organizations on

"cursory" information. A most imma-

ture thing for a mature mind to do.

Besides, claims Overstreet, as if to clinch

his argument, in his writings he has

consistently "stated and restated (his)

confidence in our American way of

life." This should prove that he was

not favoring Communism. In this

double talk Professor Overstreet could

hardly have been referring to his pas-

sage on "Our strange economy," which
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is a good example of his "confidence"

in our way of life.

The specific reasons he offers for

lending his name. to the Communist

fronts include: A number of names on

a list were so impressive, he thought

this reason enough to sign; a petition

sounded convincing; he always tends to

contribute to refugee causes; for the

Spanish fronts, he had a complete be-

lief and he was "very tardy and re-

luctant" about changing his mind on

these; some strangers came to his hotel

room and asked him if he would like

to join a group, more liberal than the -

Sons and Daughters of the Revolution,

and he said yes; he hated Schappes, a

fellow teacher, and felt guilty about it,

so he signed the petition to make sure

he was being fair,

Time won't permit a detailed anal-

ysis of all of these tenuous excuses, but

I do want to examine his statement on*

the National Federation for Constitu-

tional Liberties. Here, he signed a Com-

munist protest against the proceedings

.

of the Dies Committee, and he adds,

"I still feel that the House Committee

hearings as they were being conducted

at that time called for protest." Profes-

sor Overstreet adds' that, "almost up to

the present" he had underestimated

Communist infiltration; hence, he did

not see the need for the Committee.

The reader might get the impression

that Overstreet is talking about the

1930's. I shall show shortly that one of

the most savage attacks in either Eng-

lish or Russian was made by Over-

street, not only against the Hon. Mar-

tin Dies, but against the Committee in

general, and "McCarthyism," in 1952!

When Overstreet tells us in his affi-

davit of 1953 that he has now "defi-

nitely" changed his mind, he is using
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Newspeak or his personality has un-

dergone shock treatment—and I do not

think it is the latter.

Professor Overstreet explains that

"there may seem to be a discrepancy

between my prolonged self-searching

... and my signing ... of petitions

that I did not investigate at all. .lean

only say that ... I was not yet sus-

picious of Communist infiltration of

humanitarian causes." Seem to be? This

is more calculated nonsense! These are

listed Communist fronts, pure and sim-

ple, and not "humanitarian causes."

For what it's worth, our new expert

on Communism ends his 1953 affidavit

by stating: "I am no longer in doubt

about the Communist threat." To show

his good faith, he indicates that he tes-

tified before a Senate Committee, where

he stated that Communists ought not

teach; and, that he is writing a book

about the psychological threat Com-'

munism poses. And woe to us from

that book and the others he has written.

IV

Overstreet 'quoted from his own

writings to demonstrate to his personal

satisfaction that he had never been

sympathetic. to Communism. I shall use

this method to examine his writings

from 1949 to the writing of his book
1

on

Communism in 1958. From an exam-

ination of themes from his books, the

reader can decide to what purposes Pro-

fessor Overstreet has been- sympathetic.

(1) First, though the order is not

important, he savagely denounces Con-

sessional investigations of Commu-

nism: and
t
later, he steadily minimizes

their mr\ to nothingness, Dr. Over-

street in 1952, shortly before he filed his

'

'affidavit with the House Un-American

Activities Committee, wrote one of the
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most vicious attacks on Congressional

investigations ever printed. He pictures

the Hon, Martin Dies as a malicious
•

reactionary, who has used the cover of

a feigned Communist threat to smash

liberal ideas, and all ideas. Similarly,

Overstreet finds "McCarthyism" a

"ruthless" imitation of the techniques

of totalitarianism. The professor charges

that the House Committee, "far from

guarding our nation against subver-

sives," has used the trust of the Amer-

ican people "to subvert certain Amer-

ican freedoms ... It has been able, in

an alarming degree, to terrorize non-

conformity into silence." Venom-spew-

ing Overstreet insists that the Com-

mittee's practices "had been a favorite

method of totalitarianism," The hear-

ings "appear" to be imitating "the mass

trials of Communist China (where)

thousands of the accused were disposed

of by the roar of the 'People's' Court-

Kill-Kill-Kill!"

That is what Overstreet wrote in

1952. The discerning reader will not be

amazed by the shifts and dodges con-

cocted in The Mini Alive, two years

later, 1954, where the professor piously

tells us that, in 1952, he and his wife

sat at a Senate Internal. Security Com-

mittee Hearing and observed some cyn-

ical Communists "actually" using ob-

structionist tactics, It doesn't take

"abashed" Overstreet long to get back

to' his line. The trouble is, he writes,

these Committees were "amateurishly

set up," because we are all amateurs

to this "age of conspiracy," and, "the

type of person to be hunted out and

exposed was so vaguely defined that

wide latitude was given to ignorance,,

prejudice, partisan animosity, political

. ambition, and/or the publicity hunter.

Also, because the methods to be used

were so unprecedented, proper safe-

guards were not provided "against

harming the innocent." What is the

difference between this double talk and

his vicious slander in 1952?

Overstreet next quickly gets rid of the

various government listings with a slick

discourse on: "What kind of research

has preceded the listing? Does it

mean...?" And with a host of similar

absurd questions, unsuspecting, duped

Overstreet demonstrates that listings

are subject to error and no answer to

the Communist threat, Loyalty oaths go

the same way. And he writes that the

alternative to government investiga-

tions "is an effective inside program

for preventing Communist infiltration."

This man who himself claims that

he was duped, and who allegedly would

not himself read the reports citing the

Communist fronts to which he lent his

name, is now asking citizens to do

their own policing and to read about

Communism.

His. line two years later, in 1956, cau-

tions us against "cynical Communists,"

and at the same time warns us against

.

"subverting the constitution by using

words such as "Fifth Amendment

Communist.'! In 1958 the House Com-

mittee is not mentioned, in what pur-

ports to be a guide to what we must

\now about Communism, except in

one sentence, where the Committee is

included among an assortment of

groups that have said that Negroes are

loyal.

Is it necessary to mention that Over-

'

street stated in his 1953 affidavit to the

House Committee that he has "defin-

itely changed his mind," and now rec-

ognizes the necessity for the Commit-

tee to investigate "undercover subver-

sion" of the Conspiracy "on a full time

basis?" Maybe it is. He changes his

supposed views so rapidly, so cleverly,
t

and so boldly that you need a guide to

keep up with him.

(2) A second important theme in

Professor Overstreet's writings is his

systematic attac\ on anti-Communists,

whom he l\\ens to hate-mongers, fas-

cists, and -especially -personality dis-

order cases, The reader will remember

'that Overstreet stressed in his affidavit,

1953, that he has consistently "stated'

and restated" his "confidence in our

American way of life." Let's look at

some more of that "confidence," 'a la

Overstreet, in 1949: "Political author-

itarianism is now in such full swing,"

(that) "while a man looks silly kick-

ing a chair, he can,—our political as-

sumptions being what they are-look

brave, loyal, and patriotic kicking an

enemy who has been officially labelled

'kickable'." The Professor adds, that if

the man "kicks hard enough ... he

may even be appointed to office or re-

ceive a monthly stipend from his gov-

ernment." Freedom is slavery, and

Orwell's ghost might well consult

Overstreet to get the proper Newspea{

that equals "confidence" in this age of

brave, new experts on Communism.

Dr. Overstreet uses "psychology" as

a weapon for his smear attacks on pa-

triots. Character structure is .a key

'

phrase in his arsenal, and from 1949 on,

the professor insists that there is some-

thing deficient or defective in the char-

acter or personality structure of Amer-

icans who are resolute in their fight

against Communism.

Thus, in 1952, Overstreet whined that

he and his ilk who "saw hope in the

Russian Revolution," and who cared

about "injustice," were now being

hounded by patriots who were skeptical

of his dodges. More often than not,

Overstreet claims, these houniers were

satisfied with "prevailing inhumanities;'

or were ignorant of them; or were

morally indifferent to them . . , They

hate communism . . , much as com-

munism hated' fascism and Nazism."

Sly Overstreet cautions his readers to:

"Beware oj the wolves in our midst in

anti-Communist clothing" All of this

"hostility" and "disguised totalitarian-

ism," claims the professor, is a conspir-

acy, not to root out subversives, but to

"smash the liberals," And if you don't

know this, you're "a lamb among the

wolves, And what are we among the

Overstreets?

Dr. Overstreet wages the same psy-

chological warfare in 1954, 'as he

smashes out at the determined efforts

of patriots by labelling them "exagger-

ated expressions of personality prob-

lems; as hostility and frustration on the

rampage; as deep emotional insecurity

venting itself."
,

•

The line doesn't change with time,

.

In 1956 he simply has. found more

"scientific evidence" for his former no-

tions on authoritarian personalities &ni

sic\ anti-Communists. By 1958, our new

what-have-you-in-Communist-expert-

clothing has it that the "majority" of

anti-Communists "are still inventing the

Communism' to which they are. op-

posed: fashioning it out of what they

have hated and feared in the American

scene," Please note the use of the word

"majority"-Overstreet has not ken at-

'

lacking some lone cran\ or disgruntled

clique.

(3) The first two themes eliminated

Congressional investigations of Com-

munism and the vigilant work of pri-

vate citizens. The next important theme

represents one of Overstreet's solutions
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to the problem of Communism, Dr.

Overstreet would "enlighten" his read-

ers about the Communist Conspiracy,

but then tell them that "understanding"

not tough laws, is the way to deal with

it.

The time is 1952, as he asks: "Has

the reader had the uncanny experience

of being called a Communist because

he has expressed a liberal view?" A few

of Overstreet's liberal views in that year

include his denunciation of security

procedures for obtaining passports (the

professor must be happy on that score

today), and his belief that loyalty oaths

are an imitation of "Communist meth-

ods" and an infringement on personal

'rights "so. long as (the person) per-

forms no acts that go counter to the

laws of the land." They further include

such a "liberal view" as that the way

to resolve the conflict with Russia is

through' "contacts with cultures" or

that we must achieve "the toleration of

certain minimal differences within even

the most tyrannical culture, with all

such toleration implies in the way of

the re-animation of men's minds."

Let's all get re-animated with a certain

minimal amount oj Communism.

Overstreet in 1954 alerts us to the

"new and startling story we are begin-

ning to learn." "We must do some-

thing," to counter this "'real and pres-

ent danger.'" But contrary to the

Court, which used 'real and present'

instead of clear and present danger, to

show that conspiracy to initiate a rev-

olution when the time is ripe is a grave

crime, Overstreet orders our common

defense as follows: "The program does

not invite us to do enough things to

the enemy directly and forcibly."

Rather, we are supposed to "do things

to ourselves" - whatever that double

talk means -that will make us less,

vulnerable to a "Conspiratorial Com-

munist." Overstreet tells us that a /'di-

rect hitting- out" at Communism is a

"dubious contribution." It's rather

strange, that Professor Overstreet can

use the. real and present danger lan-

guage of the Court, and still recom-

mend that we defend ourselves by doing

nothing about Communism.

.But it's not strange that Overstreet's

1954 "'real and present danger'" be-

comes a chapter on "Clear and Present

Danger" in 1956. The double talk was

no longer necessary by then. The pro-

fessor now tells us that we must do the

opposite of the "extremist" and adopt

"the far more exacting and lonely tac-

tics of the moderating mind." This

means "respecting the established hab-

its and attitudes,, vested interests, tra-

ditions, and deep loyalties of the indi-

viduals and groups on both sides of a

given issue." We ought to invite both

sides to think of these issues "as able

to be modified." After all, writes Over-

street, the position on a given issue is

"partly, rather than absolutely. right,"

and it is a product of "human history

rather than 'nature.'" Isn't Dr. Over-

street saying, let's respect Communism,

and modify our stand? After all, we're

only partly right, and besides, our be-

lief in natural principles will 'fall to

pieces once we accept' the human his-

tory concept of, Marxism.

(4) The 'we're only partly right'

tactic of Overstreet goes back to his

Mature Mind, 1949, and serves as a key

to the next interwoven theme: Scc{

understanding and agreement with the

Soviet Union. Despite the Communist

gobbling up of Eastern Europe, he tells

us not to adopt the "we-are-good-and-

you-are-not-so-good" attitude in dealing

with Russia.

In 1952, Dr. Overstreet gives us the

startling news that the Soviet Regime

has murdered upwards of 3,000,000

peasants (how modest he is with his

statistics). But before long he advises

us that people are never as bad or as

good "as the doctrines they profess."

It would be a "great mistake" to be-

lieve that "all of the Russian govern-

ment" is "irrevocably committed in

practice to the wholly collectivised

man." And I think it would be a fatal

mistake to believe Overstreet,

Professor Overstreet's defense pro-

gram in that year of the Korean war

called for "weakening the enemy from

within" . . . making his resistance less

because he finds less he is called upon

to resist ... we are fighting,- "not an

immutable doctrine called communism

but mutable people who call themselves

communists"

. Two years later, in 1954, Dr. Over-

street writes approvingly that in Korea

"the way to settlement ]s being sought

without either side having won" It is

not surprising that he is pleased that

we were fighting a war we were not

permitted to win. What is needed,

Overstreet tells us, is participation in

United Nations projects diat foster

"mutual respect." He isn't, of course,

referring to a police action.

And what is our mature mind think-

ing in 1956? Nuclear developments are

such "that the danger inherent in war

now precludes the danger of there be-

ing a war," This new tactic of his,

throwing a smoke cloud over the Krem-

lin's clear plan to use military strata-

gens and pre-emptive wars, depending

on the chance of success, should be

watched closely. The thing to do in

this cold war, which Overstreet insists

will not get hot, is to work through

the United Nations for "mutual under-

standing rather than . . . proud 'stand-

pattism." Our "weapons" will be "ideas"

and. "patterns of human relationships."

Overstreet's line doesn't change one bit

in What We Must Know About Com-

munism, in 1958.

(5) Now that we've got rid of every

imaginable program of defense against

Communism, and realize that our best

defense is "mutual understanding," we

might consider briefly the fifth theme

from Overstreet which I have selected:

Renunciation oj patriotism jor world

citizenship.

Harry Allen Overstreet has no room

in his heart for singular love of his

country, He attacks patriotism as if it

were a disease. In 1949 he tells us that

"an emotional tie-up" with our own

'group, so that we think it is more right

and reasonable than other groups,

makes us "hostile." Dr. Overstreet es-

pecially denounces our political insti-

tutions for making us "hostile," and

for shouting "treason" at those who

are trying to build the "supra-ethnic

mind:"

In 1952, the professor, lauds "the ma-

ture individual" whose "voice and vote

can be enlisted in opposition to the

chauvinistic nationalism and in support

of the more genuine patriotism of a

united mankind." Two years later, it is

the same thing, only more so. Mow,

our "good-will" ought to include even

the "enemy"; unlike the "emotionally

disturbed individual" who is against

the unfamiliar and the foreign, we

need the "extraordinary health and

faith" of a "sense of the species."

In 1956 Overstreet spells out precisely

what he means by "one world " "Why,"

he asks, "should we lock ourselves up
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with our tight walls of national sus-

picion-glaring at one .another—when

we might have a far better time of it

by talking things over together; getting

the hand of one another's problems;

lending a hand?" Lending a hand

(tenuously?),
.

This

1

brief picture I've developed —

and it iV brief in relation to allot the

things Overstreet has said and written

-represents the background of our

new expert on Communism, His past

record is enough to alarm even. the

most forgiving and gentle nature,

But what is truly fantastic, is that

Professor Overstreet could take his for-

mer leftist notions, plus some deadly

new ones, and boldly throw them into

a boo{ on Communism that Us won

'

the approval of our top policy-ma\ers t

Another generation—if we are still

free -may well remember the Over-

streets' What We Must Know About

Communism, as a, stupendous attempt

that was designed to soften us at the

very hour of our crisis, I say this, be-

cause the' book attempts to make pala-

table certain notions which* would, if

accepted by large numbers of Ameri-

cans, render us helpless in the face of

the onslaught of World Communism.

Here is a book on Communism, in

which not one of }. Edgar Hoover's

somber warnings is mentioned— (Over-

street mentions the F.B.I. chief as being

opposed to outlawing the Party). Here's

a book in which espionage, a major

activity and purpose of the Party, gets

less than a page of asides, In short, it

is a book as conspicuous by what it

omits as by what it includes. A brief

examination of some of Overstreet's

central ideas will show what I mean.

The first stick of dynamite planted

by the professor is a "new look" for

Khrushchev, The Red boss is a "leader

of the Lenin type," who is opposed to a

Stalinist cult-of-the-personality dictator-

ship. Good evidence of this is Premier

Khrushchev's February, 1956 speech ex-

posing Stalin. Actually, "Khrushchev

adheres consistently and most strictly

to the principles of collective leadership

and fights energetically for the obser-

vance of the Leninist standards of Party

life." Every quotation in this paragraph

is ta\en jrom the latest'
of

jicial Soviet

biography of Rhrushchev-ani I have

used it without fear because it sum-,

names concisely Professor Overstreet

)

position, ani duplicates much of his

"language,

The second phase of this "new look"

is to picture "professional" Party-man

Khrushchev as a "humane" sort of fel-

low who is opposed to using terror on

a Stalinist scale, unless it is. forced on

him, as it was in Hungary, where he

was protecting a vital interest of the

Revolution, Thus, the Overstreets

would have us believe 'that "No one,

perhaps, has felt the brunt of Khrush-

chev's terror more decisively than have

the Soviet writers;" Hungarians, treated

as an aside in this context, would hardly

'agree with' Overstreet's estimate of

Khrushchev's terror or its most likely

target, They, as do countless millions

of others, know him for the savage

that he is.

What is the purpose of this "new

look," which pictures Khrushchev as a

humane, collective-type leader dedicated

to Partyism? It is to show us that this

"professional" does not want a hot war

with us, This is Overstreet's second

stick of dynamite.

Khrushchev wants to defeat us

through economic competition, and

only in this way, claims Dr. Overstreet.

The Russians intend to win, the pro-

fessor tells us, and this new type of

"co-existence" is part of the "permanent

revolution." Watch the tricks of propa-

gandist Overstreet:

"It would be sheer folly, however,

for us to think that such competition

with the Soviet Union can be peace-

• ful, Khrushchev has already made

clear that he rates it as a non-shooting

phase of the 'permanent revolution'

: Please reread that statement. It is per-

fect Newspeak:' It's folly to think that

the competition can be peaceful; but it

is non-shooting! Let me complete the

quotation to show once more what we

'

are- up against with Overstreet.

"... This means that every positive

policy we adopt, every creative pro-

gram we set up for cultural ex-

change or foreign aid, will be de-

clared by the Soviet Union md all
.

' Communist Parties; around the

. world to be a form of imperialism!'

We'd like to have Professor Over-

street name for us just one Communist,

of his acquaintance or otherwise, who

is opposed to "cultural exchange"! No

amount of build-up, with words like

"positive policy" and "creative pro-

gram," can alter the fact that "cultural

exchange" is a dearly held Communist

idea, never denounced. As to foreign

aid, just where are the screams from

Moscow about our aid to Tito, Gomul-

ka, and Sukarno, among others?-;

It might be well to have Professor

Overstreet sum up this second major

notion of his: "Soviet Imperialism

is a specific product of the Khrushchev

era of 'peaceful competition
1

and it

represents one major aspect "of the

USSR's effort to take over the world

without the risks involved in open

warfare." I could cite a dozen experts

who are warning us about Soviet plans

for limited war. [Ani the very day this

is being put in shape for the printer, the

.

Communists are using armed forces in

an attempt to ta\e over Laos, Editor,]

The question to be asked is: Why has

Overstreet completely omitted military

strategems and force, the bolshevi\

standard tactics, as well as subversion

and espionage, from his study?

There are two^ possible answers. The

first is, to soften us by giving us a.

dream world in which Communist

tanks are absent. The second is what

I consider to be. the third stick of

planted dynamite: A demand that we

negotiate -and go to the. Summit-mi-

by so doing, also give Khrushchev per-

manent title to Eastern Europe. Harry

and Bonaro
,
Overstreet insist that

Khrushchev demands that the West

respect the status quo in Eastern Eu-

rope at any Summit Conference. The-

Red- leader will permit no discussion

on the satellite countries, about whom

we must forget. And what does our

expert on Communism suggest?

•"We believe in negotiations!' Dr,

Overstreet insists that we negotiate

"whenever there is hope of achieving

even small dependable agreements,"

And he specifies that we dash off to the

Summit,

Professor Overstreet, who knows all

about these things, tells us that we must

bargain with the Communists. And this

bargaining "embodies both a respect foi
:

what each party has declared indispen-

sable to separate well-being and what

all parties have agreed on as indispen-

sable to their common well-being!'

In short, we are to run to the Summit

W mmm omm
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after- telling Khrushchev we have no

more interest in Eastern Europe; and

then, at the Summit, we will see what

more we can bargain away,

The fourth stick of dynamite-there

are more, the ones I've selected are

simply more glaring-deals with an old

problem of Overstreet's: Communist

control, (or should I say, "understand-

ing?"). The professor has a huge dia-

lectical discourse on the problem of

what to do with "conspiratorial com-

munists," but he resolves it all with a

quotation: " 'Freedom for the wise is- so

supremely important that it is worth

the price of making the silly free, too.'

We have remembered this comment

because it expresses a point of view

which most of us Americans profoundly

cherish.. It is in the spirit of this view-

point that a great many anti-Commu-

nists have opposed all attempts to make

any legal distinction between Commu-

nists and non-Communists in terms of

freedoms to be exercised."

Does the reader know any anti-Com-

munists who consider Communists to

be "silly," or who have opposed making

laws to protect ourselves? Because we

mustn't legislate or investigate or ap-

parently do anything about Commu-

nists, the professor tells us, "We as

citizens, therefore, must equip ourselves

to do by understanding^ cannot

be done by law." This is 'Overstreet's

plan of defense.

The book ends with pleas for more

"tenderness*
1

and less hostility; for more

rights for the "individual"; for "in-

clusiveness," rather than narrow na-

tional-mindedness; and with a plea to

halt nuclear tests. Dr. Overstreet -

fittingly, we think -quotes
1

Norman

Cousins;

"The question is not what policy,

we should devise that makes sense for

America alone but rather what policy

makes sense in human terms.'" Of

course the nine hundred million en-

slaved subjects of the Soviet tyranny do

not come within the "human terms"

for consideration, Their condition, as

simply Soviet cattle without human

rights, is a fait accompli which has no

bearing on American policy to be de-

termined with regard for the whole

human race.

VI

The Report of the 1958 American

Bar Association Special Committee On

Communist Tactics, Strategy, And Ob-

jectives, listed the following among the

major Communist Tactics:

Nullification of the Smith Act and

other anti-Communist legislation

The Peace Offensive

Summit Conferences

Cultural Exchanges

Halt Nuclear tests

You will note that Professor Over-

street batted one thousand for the 'Com-

munist objectives in that list. And you

will already have noted that the Over-

streets' most distinguished reader, Presi-

dent Eisenhower, has invited the hu-

mane and professional Party man,

Khrushchev—with some twelve million

coldblooded murders in his record -

to a summit of the summits. The only

surprise left for you is the fact that, in

the latest editions of that same Bar

Association Committee Report, Profes-

sor Overstreet's book appears in the

bibliography as suggested reading. As

the little boy said, when he heard the

clock strike fourteen, "it's later than it

has ever been before,"

Mammal Chakmak

JAI. f. CANNON

'KATMMAL EHCUTIVI flCT'TMAl,

C, E, RUTHCNlCira

AU4TANT ItCfttTAIIT

Wh. f. Mum

MtCTM IretUM AND UTIHATWU

WORKERS' PARTY
OF AMERICA

THE WORKER"
OFFICIAL WUIU.T ORQAM

itm n» run

EDITORS

J. LOW ENGDAHL

JAT LOVtSTONI

WM. F. DUNN

CARTOONIST

NATIONAL OFFICE

799 BROADWAY, ROOM 405

NEW YORK CITY, N. Y

June 10,1*3-

?rof,H,A.Overstreet,

College of the City Af M.J
New York City,N,T.

ty dear prof, Qveratreet,

Under separate cover I w sending you a oopy of

my book "The QD7eMent*-Strikebliaker\ I have taken the privilege of

autographing it,

I aa aorry that I was unable to arrange my tine so

as to keep that appointment of nine with $ou. Court orders in tliohlgan

broke up my plans*

There is nothing I would appreciate (tore than your

going fbif the book and giving me a oxttioiam of it,Perhaps you could

write a review °f it and send it to some of your magazines?

By the way. I wonder whether it would not be possible

for us to get together for a few minutes during the last weak in June«M

planning to be out of town for a few days beginning the 16th,

to hear froi you, I aft,

9inoerely yours,

J^w i^dfo^

The above letter did not appear in the original printing of Mr. Janisch's

article, but was added in the December, 1965 reprint of "What We Must Know

About Overstreet."

When Jay Lovestone sent this letter to Overstreet, Lovestone was the official,

admitted, recognized head of the Communist Party in the United States, and

The Workers' Party Of America was at that time the official name of what is

now the CPUSA, Our reproduction here is from the original letter, and Ameri-

can Opinion assures Prof. Overstreet that it came into our hands through entirely

legal and proper methods.
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To.U.

.V!ohr

Vick

Casper ..

Conn.

1

ALL INFORMATION Wmmiw
' » iS-SNCLASSiFIED

'Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114

Dear

: Your letter of March "2 8ife, with, enclosures, -

has been "received.

With respect to your inquiry, the* FBI does
.not issue clearances- or .sionclearances of any type.. In

addition, information contained in our files must be main-
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations .of the

Department of Justice. Therefore, I am certain yon will
.

Widerstand why 1 am not in a' position to furnish you the .

-

specific data you requested. ;

With respect to letter, I

wrote. Dr. Oversireet on his 9utn mrtnaay and did nee the

language, mentioned*

km ? \m

1 - Oklahoma City. - "Enclosures (4)

Sincerely yours,

?t Edgar Hoover S b6
b7C

&
— NOTE: and Dr. Sullivan' are not identifiable in Bufiles.

Dr. Niefouhr is well known in Bufiles for his left-wing activities.
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'" ''
' December 2, 1966

&

^
Honorable Marvin Watson. -\

Special Assistant to. the President
The White House..

,'

Washington,.. D.'"C#

Dear Mr. -Watson; ..'

n
l?MAf \s

pu,.

;'•;; Reference is made to the name check request from ;..;•'

Mrs.; Mildred Stegall regarding the forthcoming Women's White b6
'

;"_-

House Supper Buffet. . "b7c
J.

The files of the FBI were checked and found to contain'' '

£'

no derogatory information identifiable- with the following individuals: '"-.-
: ~J:

J

o

(sent direct)- Enclosure s (13) 1-Mr. Gale-Enclosures (13 )J

teletype^ JMM:jah^ (8)
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Honorable Marvin -Watson
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b7C

«* ^5 *»'
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Hon&r&Me Marvin Watson

%-y Sum
Mrs. .BQiaroW^btreretfeet

b6
b7C

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of

the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with the above-mentioned
individuals based upon- background information submitted in connection

with;this name check request,
.

:*."; ..:;'•
'. Attached are separate memoranda on each of the

.

following individuals:

; With respect to the memorandum regarding
you may -desirei 'to '.inquire of the United States immigration and Naturalization

Service for additional iniomation concerning the allegation set ionk in the

.memorandum, A copy of this communication has- not been sefetto the

Actir^vAttorhey^GeheraL ,

.;.,•/ "V \
v,-.

:
;

y '^C''' .-
:

y;
: Sincerely y6m

:̂
s
t
\^

: ^
:

'^ :

Enclosures (17)
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.Bate ^
.*/

w.;iiProd

'FILE MQiBEH- SERIAL

Ijtb^ :(:#aAj).



-§4'l-^fefRfy.' I- 2 2-6
)

Federal,Byreau bMny^&tigaUon
Records Brai

wig-

Name Searching Unit - Room;6527

.^Service Unit - Room ,6524 .'.'.*

Forward to File Review
Attention .;_2_

'

;

: \
Return to _ ' _ '''

..'
'-'' '' '''

."Superv-isor : ; Bbom:v Ext.

T

y

pe. of References- Re quested:

_J Reg u 1 ar Request- (Ana 1yt ica 1
J

Se drch
)'

:

-

J All References (Subversive 6* Nan subversive)

Sub\

3>J,o-nsubvejs ive./ReferencejpQnly
*:' lljMerences'OnlyI..' -H Main fT
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>
. Lil/j Restri o Legality o'fv
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OPTIONAL FORM NO". 10

MAV 1962„ EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27;

UNITED STATES GOVE ENT

v-

TO

Mwfidrandum

Mr* C« Do DeLoacl

' j# OM

SUBJECT: MRS

date: November 26^ 196$

INFORMATION CONCERNING

7

HARRY A^ ;OVERSTREE|§[^

(RESEARCH-SATELLITE) • '5¥9^41^^ By •¥'

This is to recbmmehd that a letter over the
Director r s signature , whiich sets forth Bureau policy on
reinstating Special Agents and assigning: Special Agents to
headquarters , be sent to Mrs bverstreet and that she be
given permission to quote this letter

*

For the past three or four years, Mrs. Ovterstreet
and her husband, who are strong supporters 6f. the^Bureau and
well-known authors, have been writing a book regarding the
FBI. The writing bf this book is nearing completion

«

In her incoming letter, which is attached, Mrs.
Overstreet states that she has been unable to find anything
in the public dbmaiii pertaining to Bureau policy on ^the
reappointment of Special Agents and the assignment ^dtf Special
Agents to headquarters, particularly to the Training D^^
She asks , therefore , for a statement on this policy which
she could quote, if necessary, to refute allegations emana
ing from the likes of Fred Gook and Jack Lbvine

In view of the fact that her intention is to support
the FBI , I believe that we should honor her request

.

recommendation;:
fM T

Ja&**

That the attached letter be pent to M^s« Overstrbtet.

y

Enclosure
JEKrebp (8>
1 - Mr« DeLoach
* '-; Mr.^.;K^r^ ;

-...',

-. Mr; ^Gallkhan
- Mr* Bishop

'

'-" " ' -''' •

-

L
' '"'|?X> ><

$p
:
*

1 - Mr . Wim^Sullivan

1 -Mr. Garner fcX^ iS^ff,

*-m,
.

'
T

-Wm&'g- 1968 ,;,=



BONARO W, OVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLER'S GREEN
FALLS CHURCH; VIRGINIA '

22044

; -November .25/ 1968

Mr ; J. Edgar Hoover ',"'•.>
''"

' >

fbi. ''": '
: ALL lWFDRMA:T!0?.-i " COfSTAINED-'-

-

.-
.

'
Washington, ;p.c. - HERBtfB v^uU^- :;

: Q'- V •'-_: -.-..,. \

> In The /FBI Nobody Knows , p.. 39, Fred Cook, on
the-theme of

t
Jack Levihe's unsuccessful 'effort to secure re-

appointment as a Special Agent, ..says that it was

Dear Mr. Hoover:

'

4 -." -

•^:

R

naive of Levin e to suppos.e that, once he had \ /

.resigned, he would ever.be reinstated, much
less given. a more responsible post

:
in the V

training department • The FBI does not :wdrk
that way, and he should have known it. '

,'

. .

'

- .' • We have .been unable 'to" fifid xn^the ypiiblic7 domain
any official statement that would clarify Bureau policy with
regard to the matters touched, upon by Cook. We are venturing,
therefore, to ask the two qufes,t±Qn§ ^'hat^fbiJEow /— in order
that we may be able properly to, evaluate what he says

:

- l,
r
Have there been instances of 'the reinstatement:

-.

•."'*- of Special Agents who /have -resigned ; for perscmal
: reasons and have then* indicated' their wish to

.. return to the FBI? ; \ V •

"2. Would it not be most; 'unusual for any .Special
Agent to be assigned to the training ^department',',

. or to Washington headquarters in any capacity,
until he. had had extensive and diverse .experience

* out in the field; and, with respect to the train-
'[ ' '. \ ing 'department, /until he had acquired specialized

expertness in some phase of the Bureau's, work?

We -would be most grateful for whatever answer you .

can give. to these questions and for permission to quote it, in;

whole or part.
;

lt

^'
, .. /, ;

,

_

--: - '';""
.

/ \:

% ';'' '. v .".;'"*' Sincerely,

^v Mrs . H^A.Ov^fstreet

V



Tojson -

DeLoach .

Mohr

Bishop __
Casper _,
Callahan .

Conrad _
Felt _1

Gale -
''

Rosen '

Sullivan _
Tavel

Trotter

Tele. Roomtf
iolmes .

jiandy _

r

'X':-:3m -^w

jai&ary ^8; 1^69

f)W
"%^.

Lake B&rblt .

- .V • *Bm^SJ^^^m^^^
Falls Churchy Virginia 32044 '#*!W^ ; , ^ ^ '-.;

:

* ): /•

•pear.Br/Overstreet: V\xv; : ',.."'';, ^ -';• ''''
:>'. V-v'

;v
.. ;..•:

.';'

> 'V, It w^ certainly though Overstreet;

and you to send m<3 an autb|ra^

FBI In Our Open
,
SoQie%*l! :•..;

^'', ''':/';•'.
-.-..'. ",..,,",' •'.'

- •
•

"
:

".; ^ neutralize

and niinirnize the vicious attaeks which have been made upon
this i^reaAi by se

Sincerely yoursn

Clyde TolseB*;:;

4

NOTE: Based oh Memorandum, i-W^0;^'Stt-lilvan:'to Mr. DeLoaCh,
dated 1-24-69r captioned: ''The FBI In Our Open Soeiety'by Harry
and Bonaro Overstreet''; WCS:dgf*

PBWcrlf (3)1 ,

\m.Wtjmmim
13

k
ffotiifo

MAIL ROOM CZ1 TELETYPE 1

UNIT L_l>



TO

optional; FORM NO. 10
- MAY 1962 EDITION \

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: Mr . Bishoi

/CpftOM :M

SUBJECT: "THE

DATE: ,2-18-69

FBHN OUR O^El^ap^MTJCrLBY
HARRY J^B^^OW-EBSTBMWL.

PUBLICITY APPEARING IN THE MARCH
ISSUEOF'THE INVESTIGATOR1 '

Tolson

Captioned^h^t has just been published by the W. W. Norton
Company and represents the'FBIin^^^a manner. It is easy to read
and highly informative;Sp with the pub-
lisher to secure copies for sale to Bureau employees at the special discount

rate of $3.75 . This is an outstanding offer and one which should be publi-

cized because the price to the Bureau is $3.47 1/2 per copy for.1, 000 copies,

plus a trucking (Charge of. $40. 00 per 1, 000 copies. This would mean a cost

of $3v51 1/2 per book. It will be necessary to addaa small handling charge
jand it seems that $3. 75 is ^excellent price . It is proposed that the

i^$fbllqw^ 1Tboxedin" at the lower right-
to.^hand corner of page six oil the proof copy of "The Investigator" A photograph

appears at that location; however , it will be deleted from the magazine : \
- trrilE FBI m OUR OPEN SOCIETY^ \T

..: 'V- /. J.
'A by ..; .•••.

".

;
"

Harry and Bonaro Overstreet

An excellent new book about the FBI by Harry and Bonaro

8«i§|jf Overstreet, well-known scholars and educators, has just been published by
«o the W. W. Norton Company. It is entitled "The FBI in Our Open Society" and
^emphasizes that the Bureau's operations do not in any way represent a threat

7j to the freedoms of our free and open society. This interesting and intellectually

^ stimulating work exposes the false charges made against the FBI by a few
detractors. By a special offer limited to FBI employees, the book is available

at a discount price of $3. 75; The FBIRA is handling orders, which can^now^
be placed through your office representative.'' 7 6 A - //

RECOMMENDATION

:

/

:^ V That the write -up appearing above be
the March, 1969, issue of "The Investigator.

"

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 -Mr.. Bishop

FEB 20 1969 >
roved for inclusion
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MAY 1962 COITION ,

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES G^feRNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM : M.

Mr. Bisho

SUBJECT:

I
^

PATE: 2117-69 Rosen __

Sullivan

Tavel __

—

Trotter

Tele. Room .

Holmes _
Gandy .

BY HARRY AND BONARO VERSTREET:
&l^AZ\*Zja&x*.~*7=L ,

lorn

Referen<^ is made to Mr^D
2-4- 69

.,
indicating thajgp^ had advised that it

would make available xopies of ca^
approximately $3. SO per fedk; We ordered 1, 000 copies and asked
the publisher to verify for us the exact pripe per copy so that we could;

advise FBI employees. : We have just; received word from the publisher

that the price to tiie FBIRA for i, 000 copies is $3/47 1/2 per copy, plus

a trucking charge of $40. 00 per 1, 000 copies. This would mean a cost

of $3. 5| 1/2 per book to the FBIRA, :; ;

:xfir-' v In order to take care of handling charges, it is felt we
should offer the book at $3, 75 to our employees. An appropriate note

is being placed in the parch issue of ,fThe Investigator" that the book
is available at this price.

REGGMMENDATiON;

That attached SAC letter be approved and disseminated
to the field.

Enclosure #

^ t - Mr, DeLoach - Enclosure
-/is> Mr. Bishop - Enclosure

1 ~M&. Gasper | Enclosure
1 - MrvcGaHaha^ - E^i)Bure '

:
1 - Mr. Sullivan (Attn. Mr. Gray) - Enclosure

If

U
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February 24, 1969

?rXJ-
-Jo o :,

±>7C '';''

Romey Georgia aui«l

Dear

,:.;:,,;,lii reply to your letter 61 February -J^^-vt6ia-;Bui^a»'';

has enjoyea^^ the years

aM J liaye correi^^

' :

:)-^^.'--A:'SX'.'
r " Sincerely yours;

65. '

J. Edgar Hoover

M-

I :|||^||^|^u
..; V-^NOiT^ Bufiles. ; Dr . Harry A.

'

i

;

^.;
^OverstreeLis wellknown to the Bureau ^^- a book on

*-' -

,

" 1

'.
.

'-'.- "the FBI which is yer^^

Tolson .

JBTidlst (3)

^FEB2|t1969

MAIL ROOML TELETYPE UNITm*
<tJ



g. ROME.^GEOR<3IA j&° I £ jv5r-
;

. ^ ;

1

;:0 1 reetor;*-; Federal:- Burea o pf,; I nve sfciga t i on ;

.-"-'

;Masfii.hgt"o"rvi-
;
0;.G, ~20Q00j- : ' :;-?f ' -'- :

-\ ;V'; ::
: ^

Dear '.Sir^y ^:\ ' y^
::

:

:

,y ~
"' ;/'"- .".-:''

;

:

-fe ;.;.. --
•"' '^~'./

/Iyhave :just been c

;;
we^re in ^ome. disagreement:. He s&te;d ;thai

:

you were^
ar;gooci^rlen| of, Or, and mrs. Harry' Dverstreet and said
jtHat he; couidT, pr qye it. K "there any -^
statement?'; :-*\ ;-. .--'-;:..;: ';.-/-.;,., .'-—

>:
;^'v \V"V- .'

v

;
--

; .;;.-

'
r

i.uiouid sinGereiy; appreciate your teply7
toi: this ques-

'

tion. .: '/y-- ::

'-'-v/r''- ./>/. -\ ; -"'.'. '- v-'^-^v" :V-- -
- ~ i\,

;

;
"

- -

Cordia

;^%;>;^"^^^

'

RE#S|- :^&



rk

> PERSONAL ATTENTION
SAC LEtAr 69-14

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. ';'}. ,,.''

UJVITElr STATER DEPARTMENT OF JlfSTlCE:

fWd^ral BUREAU 0^ -

':;:.,. :":;;
;
v > Washington; p. t. 20535 v ".

.

'.

'

February 25, 1969 ,

(A)
TTTHE FBI^

0VERSTREET r^' W. W. Nqrtort C^
,

FBI in Our Op^^
an excellent book and portrayk the FBI in a most favor^le way • ; Dtv 1

and Mrs; AOverstreet^ wellfknown scholars and educators , have v
carefully studied and refuted the false qM
by siich vicious Critics a.s Max Lc^erithal^

;

W. Turner

;

; tte Oyer emphasize that the operations of the FBI
do not in any way represent a threat to the freedoms of pur fr<ee a,nd

open.society and that charges that ffieju^eairi&;a national police V

agency are completely false. The book is highly readable, intell^ctxiaily

stimulating aiid extreme
; .

• The Bureau ha,s made arTS&igements with, W. W. Norton
Company to Secure copies of this book for: sale to employees at the

. special discount rate of $3 .75. v. ::.h, ;/r;V
:

;V ^^':-^- ,

i ...';
.

^^^ \ 1
promptly of the number of books to be,s^
jordersi should Xi$ admitted by routing slip marked -Attention, Crime -

Records Section

the FBI Recreation As^ order. Subs^quentiy>

tit course , additional orders can be submitted in the same mariner ; * /

;^ ? . In order to

slibuld be designated in each office or section at the Seat of (^y^rnment ,

to coordinate the; orders. All books mailed ^11 be addressed to the/; "

SAC but;slidiiid;)3^ distributed in the various Offices by^ the employee
handling orders . The Bureau should be notified if books ordered are ; v

not ret: eived within a few weeks so th£y can be traced through the mai Is\:

V

:

'M

Wh^M^M-
i*.

22*/ >£\

,-'<%&

>St-

6 1969"



SfafehWj i?$9

;Dr * Uarry.. &*• Ctyetstrest- '

; y :-

3409 Fiddlers Green
Lake Bareroft ^/^vy*

Dear prV'C^erstreetr' .,:-''
;
y/. ';cyyyV ';;,; v-\ \'?

;

>y

:

y''-:|t is'-'a pleasure to enclose a copy of the

J$aHh, 1969> issue^^

publication in the F©|« Ah iu^uncementM the splendid

new book written by your wife £M you 4ppears oh page 6,

and | thought yo^n^

^heerely y^ufs,

3. Edgar Hoover

"M
r
v^Pr

-«*,

wmm
:i» MAR 11 1969

Tolson: __

'DeLoach..

Mbhr _j

^ Bishop __

Casper 4_
Callahan I

Conrad __
Felt . ^
Gale

'

Rosen
i

;

_

•

Sullivan. ,1

Tavel.

TrnttPr- '

Tele. Room .

Holmes ^_

Gandy ,_,

NOTE; pur relations have been eq pyerstreets*

COMM-FBt

«^

"^ '','?*

',/K

p lDMAIL ROOM I—J TELETYPE -UNIT'itEl
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. tJO

MAY 1963 EDITION

GSA CfN. BEG. NO. 27

/Tl\.

UNITED STATES GO MENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

Mr. Tavel DATE:

jjfcrw. Waikart

SUBJECT:

3-7-69
O/eraTr

DISCUSSjdN OF BOOK
, %

"THE^Mil IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY"
ON "CAPITAL TIELINE"
CHANNEL 4

"

- fJ „„

\ST ^VJ " ucicicuv,c io mauc tu uic -xtun^ncu memorandum *-~*~ * ff™ x^^ *^

^T >0pr - Bishop dated 3-7-69 reporting an interview of Mrs,
A>v xjpf captioned book, by Mac McGarry .during which a worn
- ^*iad called the FBI locally about two weeks ago and it was obvious to her that

,he Bureau's telephone operators "did not know their owudepartment. " She sai

appeared that they did not know to whom she should be referred to discuj

the matter with which she was concerned. She went on to say that this ws

common in Washington and felt that all telephone operators should have b&en

§£; Abetter trained. The Director noted, "Look into operation of our telephone roox

All of our telephone operators have been interviewed and cannot remem-
ber receiving such a call. For the Directors information, every effort is made
to promptly and accurately handle incoming telephone calls. This normally
involves identifying the person being called and/or the extension number. If

neither of these is known by the caller and he is vague or uncertain as to subject

$ matter, he is immediately connected with the Complaint Desk in the Washington
SIS! Field Office where someone is on duty at all times during the day. After hours
^^ and on week ends and holidays, such calls are referred to the Agent on duty in

one of the investigative divisions at the Seat of Government.
i

ACTION: JM'
\ MAR 12 1363

: As indicated, we cannot identify the45ali'$ft S3tliS& instance because she

did not identify herself or what she was callingabout. Howevef7ralI telephone™

operators have been alerted and willuse exceptional" darT^proraptly complete
all incoming calls, :

.

Enclosure
1 - Mr. Bis

FWW;:bpr
(4) / CL<l¥'/MifiA/*'



mr. ^rV

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPUONAl fOfiM NO. 10
MAY 19&2 COITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 2/

UNITED STATES G<

Q,
NMENT:

Memorandum
Mr. Bishop

"'

date:

vl.'^^st^'-
,

- :;!.-

;

;;/'

DISCUSSION OF BOOK,
"THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" :

ON"CAPITAL TIELINE"
CHANNEL 4 ^

;

3-7-69

3-7-69

Trotter

Tele. Room
Holmes

—

Gondy

Si
I

satin
mm ,jnf

--J ftf e-i -^
*.J kg <rf ^

SYNOPSIS:

Author of captioned book interviewed by Mac McGarry.
She said no evidence , uncovered supporting allegation that FBI
exceeds authority. In reference to relations between the Director and
the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Mrs. Overstreet pointed out the

problem arose after King had made exaggerated statement and that

she and her husband had found no evidence that the statement by King
was true. One telephone caller complained she had called the Bureau
previously and it appeared Bureau telephone operators did not know to

whom she should be rreferred. Mrs. Overstreet refuted contention

of another caller that Bureau should have kept a closer watch on
Lee Harvey Oswald. She also corrected another caller who alleged

that the conviction rate for major crimes was decreasing.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information. NOTRECORPEE*

47.rViAR'13"'{369"

1 - Mr. , Tolson
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. Callahan
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Tavel ".

%

\

a-

Ah':

DETAILS^-g^l^jj

CJH:nls (8)

i*? »> •
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& ^x*

.

•
M. A. Jones to Bishop memo
RE: tfrTHE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY1*

DETAILS:

Captioned book, which was written by Harry and Bonaro
Overstreet, was the subject of a discussion on captioned television

program this morning. Mrs. Bonaro Overstreet was the guest and
she was interviewed by Mac McGarry. It is noted our files contain no

derogatory information regarding McGarry, who also moderates another

television program, "It's Academic,

'

w where Mi\ DeLoach appeared
recently as a guest.

Mrs. Overstreet discussed in general the contents of

the book. At one point, she noted that there seemed to be a great deal

of criticism these days concerning the FBI allegedly exceeding its

authority. Mrs. Overstreet said that, she and her husband had uncovered/
no evidence whatever that this was true.

•

'''
* '• ;

.

"

When the program was opened to telephone callers, one
person mentioned the relations between the Director and the late

Dr. Martin Luther King and wanted Mrs. Overstreet 1 s opinion concerning
Mr. Hoover's characterization of King. She pointed out that this came
up after King had made ""an exaggerated statement" that there was a
disproportionate number of southern FBI Agents serving in southern
offices. She said that she and her husband had examined this matter
and had found no evidence whatever that the statement by King was true.

Another caller wanted to know who would be in line to

succeed the Director upon his retirement. Mrs. Overstreet replied
that she had no information concerning this, but hoped that the person^
selected would come from within the organization. She mentioned the

desirability. of maintaining a continuity of leadership and avoiding political

influences within the FBI.

At this point, Mrs. Overstreet gave a brief historical

run-down of the Bureau and dwelled at some length on the matter of

professional-type police officers, which the Director has always advocated.
She said it wa.s absolutely necessary to upgrade the caliber of local officers

and insure that there was better training, more discriminating selection,

and higher salaries for local officers.

- 2 - K 1 CONTINUED - OVER



7

*
M. A, Jones to Bishop memo
RE: "THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY"

One woman caller stated that she had called the FBI
^locally about two weeks ago and it was obvious to her that the Bureau's
[telephone operators did not "know their own department. " She said

it appeared that they did not know to whom she should be referred to

discuss the matter with which she was concerned. She went on to say
that this was very common in Washington and felt that all telephone
operators should have better training. Mrs. Overstreet had no comment,
but McGarry said, **If the FBI is listening, you can bet that's happening
right now/'

Mrs. Overstreet briefly discussed the Bureau's jurisdiction,

mentioning in particular kidnaping, the history behind the presumptive
clause, etc. At this point, a male caller wanted to know why the Bureau
had not kept a closer watch on Lee Harvey Oswald. Mrs. Overstreet
replied that the Bureau had no reason to believe that he was inclined

toward violence. The caller responded by stating that this should have
been apparent from a very abusive letter Oswald directed to the top

echelon of 'the Navy. Mrs. Overstreet said she was aware of this letter

but indicated it was unfair to criticize the FBI in this manner because
the Bureau had never been given a copy of the letter by the Navy. The
caller then tried to illustrate Oswald's proclivity toward violence by
maintaining that he was active in distributing pamphlets in New Orleans
after which he went to Cuba. Mrs. Overstreet replied that Oswald went
to Mexico, not Cuba. She concluded by pointing out that the Bureau, on
at least two occasions during its investigation of Oswald, had interviewed
him and had been given no reason to believe that he was violence prone
in any way.

The final caller wanted to know what the FBI was doing
while our conviction rate for major crimes, including bank robbery,

, was decreasing drastically. When told that this was not the case and asked
where his figures came from, the caller replied that these were his

"personal statistics,. 1* based upon what he read in the newspapers.
Mrs. Overstreet said that this was hardly valid and emphasized that

just recently the Attorney General had issued a report emphasizing that

the rate of conviction of these crimes was increasing. McGarry concluded
by noting that setting one's self up as a.bureau of statistics is "not the

type of thing we would want to be governed by. tr
',.'.

- 3
'-
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BONARO W>eVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLER'S GREEN

FALLS CHURCH! VIRGINIA

22044

March 1*3, 1969

Mr.- J. Edgar Hoover
FBI
Washington , D C

.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

sift

Thank you tilery warmly for
sending us the copy of the March
Investigator , with the announcement
about our book. Not only were we^
glad to have this item but also we
enjoyed going through the%htire;^ n?

issue'-.
"

• $&; *c ^
We do hope that the bqok will

be useful. *

J
; ; ^

Sincerely,

\

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE s^si BY^Sfiter^C

5&
<Sff--> ,

* ^r .

:',

- 'T'"

"« ^- tp"
t

'

'



^

i0&.
m$€k'&i -}§W:

mv:i

Dear"

'^^:$§^r'hmMmi^^y^ hM^M :

©r^ve-:#t^ft^t.
:

^!

to your. eoMioaeptS;, "ft® a&le<f - •

;
-

.

'-

Ifee ;IIlea Of' Ik© .^1 :ate:;is$&^^

* . #^r$t^i:^«jfe b«eft
,;

i&ost; s<$jj* -

.

,

' oo
^£ ire?

NQTE:
|

[in 2-69 wrote the Director asking if he was a good
friendlof the Qverstreets, and was advised the Bureau has enjoyed cordial

relations with them,
|

"1 current letter gives the .impression that he is

very right wing, with preconceive*} ideas ofthe Overstreets as
^pseudo^liberails'rand Manti-anti^communists. ^

?

It is felt a letter over
Miss Ga#dy r s signature is feasible. : ^ ^ ^ v

;

Mr* Sullivan
Tolson

pls/clw .,5

Sullivan

T.

Holmes '
' .

Gandy _ . TELETYPE" UNIT:
Q'



March 4/ 1969

wmntit
Honorable J... Edgar Hoover
Directory.' ->.

,

'";'-.'
".• • VI.'.

:

.; . rtrr_. - - • .---•-—*......-«;- - ..-.

Dear Mr.- .Hoover,
'

'

.

we

Mr. GsMahan...^.

Mr. Conrad _...

Mi\ Felt.,

Mr. Gale

Mr. Rose;

air: Sulli

Mr. Tav!

Mr. Trotter-

Tele. R6om„

Please 'forgive me. -for bela;bDriqg r iay^point with you hot I am /cjuite

confused >iith ; regar^ 1969 , about
cordial: ~ rgta-iibn :

;^/ /'":.; :..';.
:

•

, My understanding vis. /th^

;: iated with, nine communist ;frbnt brgahiza tionB :and ^ that he was^an ,

" off icer :Tn the Leaguje ;f csir ^ IndusLtnial Democracy and : the' 'Student >; /
/JEnterconegiate^
Abput Cornmunism i,

,
' .offeps socialism as J

the answer to preven^cemm^-- ';.' *

un i sm and-ja iso his .bapkWhe ; Strahge ;Ta tic s of E xtremism" . ifesl^hgel^ .

ahti-anti^ : communist varid^dhly; has a shallow inditemant of" DomrnurjismK

ty"ithj;h^ ISS^ :this is vun0^stanSible'K> :
..

but ypur :anMer^p m^ latter
;
with

.
regards; ;td;the • cordialS^latibTO of

the: -F ';. BV
;

I:
?
v;Mth^.Dr „ . Oyerstreet; leaves me. quite; confused arfd; 'perptexexi; _

' \

particularyyaf^ pn?ijn^/.v,- - - \;

American ^^^ 26^
;

1947, "irv which
;

;you\sa/i'&> "-"I wou|% have ;-;

no-fears^if jTiQ^e Americans possessed, the\^eal/ the. 'fervor,; the per- -

sistanee^ahd-th^^ learn about "this -menace of Re'd .fascism,. . /

;I dp fBar^f pn^
:

the>'i iberal ,;a nd .prxigrassise; .who
:
haa-fe -

duped ; into joining- hands: withythe Communists,, V
.

:
An.dy there, are many -'".

*•:.,

other statements 'you have made.-. in this- vein regarding p.seudp-Mherals
aind ai^i^anti^comm^nists;, -

r
,
' -

' J' ..

-
£ :.; • ; .:. .

'
;

. v

|;I have readvyou^ Deceit ,'^ahd "A'-Study of .Communism" /
ahdfhayet read:'mbst/bf ;^y our. testimony: regarding communism to thev House '

appropriatiops" committee3and :
l;: respect you as\a •grdat 'Americans That.

"

,is;'-why ;ypur;;bpipip with' me* ".-: - -;".
.;

-

'
'\

,
V

:
-' /';

V bur an suier •wMltsineei^l.y> a pprec ia ted

.

ittftig&Mb

C^Of^ - ^.

MAR 6-1969



?«tZ&.—»« ' TV. ... ..=W3>f_-.JU

^
.'^o^-m /TVi\; **&

riATlfiS- GCnWvNMI'lNT

Mr. Bisho^^ £/ da' il: 4-1-69

G. 35. MalmfeldtQ.^ Or.
;y /

VJ
SUBJECT-;:. TELEVISION PROGRAM "TOE

WRC-TV (CHANNEL 4)

SUNDAY, 3-30-69

wmm CONTAIN!
^4%>"'

L
'ogram was TThe

and the

This memo is to advise that mesubj ect of captione

FBI Today* M The mode^^r was Syndicated Columnist Roscoe Drummond,
guests were Mrs. Bonaro Overstreet and Admiral William Mott, former Judge Advocate I

General -USJC"'
-^"^^

.

v'.-- • .'
;

''. \ ' .-
!

' :

: ^
After introduction of the: guests, during which Mrs Overstreet was

j

recognized as the author of the book, "The FBI In Our Open Society, "the discussion ¥) [

centered around five main issue's,' namely; (1) Why the FBI is controversial, (2) Has the^ |

FBI done its job in enforcing Civil Rights laws, (3) Criticism regarding selection of the \0
|

Ten Most Wanted List, (4) Is it proper for the Director of an agency to serve for 45 yea^> |

when the President can only serve eight years, and (5) Is the Director an empire builder*
j

fit was generally agreed the criticism of the Bureau's work is due to a misunder standingV
j

I of its functions and the content of the laws over which it has investigative jurisdiction. ^yS

I Drummond made the observation that he sees no particular reason why the FBI should be\[

I loved in order to do its job properly, but it must have understanding and respect. ^J

?

-"Regarding the job in the Civil Rights field, both guests agreed that the

I Bureau has done a dedicated job, and Admiral Mott stated he is impressed with the

I

thoroughness of FBI investigations and pointed out that the FBI is not an enforcement
i)agency; consequently, it has no authority for enforcing the law. It was also mentioned :

the Bureau has furnished enough information to the Department of Justice for it to make
its decisions with respect to prosecutions in these cases.

In discussing the criticism with regard to the selection of individuals

designated to appear on the Ten Most Wanted List, it was indicated the press is advised
when an individual is placed on the list and when they are apprehended, and it could inform]

the people
1

with respect to this information if it chose to do so. Mrs. Overstreet pointed

out that in some instances the press has failed to do this. She also made mention of the

fact the list is often made up of individuals wanted by the local police rather than the FBI,

,

and the. average time a person stays on the list is approxinmtely^H^'d:

They all agreed the Director has had the cqnfidwxs^ft:

7 as. the present and past Presidents . There is no need for chan|£ iu.st

; change, .and Mrs Overstreet, indicated she thought there is awn&e<

hen Attorney Generals come and go so 1 fapo^uently

.

MJ^A. Jones: CONTINUED - OVER
f
investigative agenci,

1 r Mr.' DeLoaci ^
1- MrV Bishop

g

1 - Mr.' Sullivajx
ALA:kce^-(S) ;

-

m
as well

e sake of

nuity of



^

* Memorandum to "Mr. Bishop '

; , ;
,-/...;. .

RE: Television Program 'TOPIC n

t
It was also mentioned that the Director is not an empire builder and that

$ihe growth of the Bureau has been due to the increase in crime and the increase in its

I investigative responsibility. It was* stated the Director has always been against a National

|
Police Force and that he refused President Roosevelt's suggestion that he head all Federal

I investigative -agencies; . /

Bufiles disclose we wrote Dr. Harry A. Overstreet on 1-28-69 thanking

him for the excellent portrayal of the work of this Bureau in the book written by
MrsV Overstreet and him. H U
"..RECOMMENDATION:/: •'-.

.;.-;^. :; / V"

For information*

&

x
f

-2
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'

fci^
**?$'

i
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^ •

'

, <&,>•>

r~^
\'^r> «&w>.

J* Edgar Hobver

re

NOTEi fitf* Harry A* and Bonaro Overstreet are the authors of the book,

^TJbxf FBIM Oilr ^en S^ejfy>" and this lette|^^C;reGommended%
M'^^a^dUmlrQ^'Mr:, Sullivan to Mr. DeLoach dated 4-2-69 and
'••ia^0n^d "T#^£s&j&.$t0rmi^

Mi^II^n 1^0-TV^Gh^Hiei 4), Sunday,
$^QM$*"; Addr^s per maUing Hst fpf DrrO^ers^eet.

MAILEQ 10

MAIL ROOM' I . X 'TELETYPE UNIT I ' I



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

.
MAY 1962 EDITION

V^^'^'-L'''
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S'-
REG - NO - 27 '

& UNITED STATES, ^ERNMENT.;: #
MemaranMrn

TO Mr. Bishop; DATE:. 3-. 26-69

FROM : M/

SUBJECT: "THE'FBIJ^^

, -Mr, Tolson has revested a report on t^salfe of the

abovf-titled book to elate. On 2^6 -69, 'we ordered 1000 copies of this

booki We were ^vised the books wouhi arrive here about March 1.

Mien they did not arriVfe by March; 4, the publisher was contacted, and
it was determined the books had not/been shipped as of that date. A :

company officiai explainedythere had been a misunderstanding within

tH^ompany and said the books would be sent immediately • They were
shipped^|he next day and received about March 10. From that time
thfoixgh

1
|o^.ay, we have disposed of 818 copies . i Twenty-five Field

Offices^and, Legats have ordered 332 books. Forty-five FieldjQffifiB

lial^^ to the. various Divisions here at Head^'
^qiiartersy A statistical summary is attached. _vW

Hflt

it}*

•»
to»

,

RECOMMENDATION: ^&0®,

Enclosure

For information.

- Mr. Tolson - Enclosure
- Mr. DeLoaeh - Enclosure
- Mrl,;Bishop
- Miss Gahdy

Enclosure,

Enclosure

&&r"
y

{/ec>-:/rtS
:



THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY

Field offices that

have already ordered

Albuquerque
Anchorage
Baltimore <x

Birmingham
Chicago
Cleveland
Detroit

El Paso
Honolulu
Jackson
Louisville

Memphis
Milwaukee
Philadelphia

San Antonio
Sacramento
Salt Lake City

Springfield

Tampa

Legats

Buenos Aires
London
Manila
Ottawa
Santo Domingo
Rome

Number of Books

''
5

13

20
14
70
22

23

3

11

18

9

11

15

8

11

16

9

15

10

4

15

2

2

2

4

TOTAL 332

Number of Field Offices and Legats that have ordered * 25
Number of Field Offices and Legats that have not ordered - 45

j

zoo.

iHCLO&Ufi
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'

Api*^*#r

430 B@i^9^i3^uiij[& ^Y^mssim:

'GOMWi'FBI

.^^^i^Kfettllitig, my appreciation and that of my

associates tor the kind eommeiite *egarding my work

£&£
'tft$ ^j&viiiis ' «$ 1&e-- I^I^hich fm$$psea$&i^

m

- ,

.

J. JE^gar Hoover
">-'-i-

1
''f

1'k"'
."

eci

' .-a

OSS,

KpTiB f Admiral Mott is on the Special Gorrespondeht^ Lisj^ i This letter

was recpimmeiided':by^.#emO'randam^/£i!;otii
: ;2^v:'SulU>^

:r

t6: :'l^« DeLoach
dated 4/2/69 and captioned "Television; Frogram 5 'TOPIC' ; WRC-T¥
l^aiinei 4), Sunday, 3/3G/69V'r

4

ALA^ae (3)

:'#-,-:

MAIL ROOM I J TELETYPE.UNltC2
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: OPTION^l'SoRM NO. 10

J*:.^"--' r-'MAV 1942 EDITION 1 ,

-*'"''
GSA GEN. REG. NO! 3 7 %
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memdrhntiu

^a : Mr.. C; 0. DeL<

from ':
mj.^ w. p; Sulliv!

subject TELEVISION PROGkAM "topics
WRC-TV (CHANNEL 4)
SUNDAY f 3/30/69 v : i

date: April 2 ,1969

,','. r" " '.''-.*'."'''; '.''' '\ 'Tele'. Room ..

".
,

:":'. '*"''' -..'
-

'

'"'.'.;-''.
.

' '''/',. ' -, Holmes _

7^ ;

m

; Reference is made to r -imemQraxi4uiaV same caption,
G. E« M^lmfeldt to Mr . Bishbp, ^d&ted 4/l/69> advi^i^i^ that
Mrs'; fibnarp^ 0^ and Adraira^Wi^lliam C£ Mott > fprnier
Judge Ajdyoc^te General ,;. U; Si ; Navy , appeared on fcaptioned ,

program to discuss ^e book, frT!te FBI In pur Open Society, ^
by Harry arid BonarcPoverstreet ^wKich is high fayorjable to

,

the Bureau* ,v :', >'
--

-
:: .;"

u^r™^ ;'"-"?^- "'* ,;-'-',v

;
]\^ an extremely

effectiyf? job on the program ; ii^ p^sdnting thp Director arid

the Bureau objective^ favorable light, as noted in
referenced me^randumy and I haye ; learned Mat they both went
tp coriside
pre£s..^ outlineld the jurisdiction of the
''Surfauy^ acknowledged the important place of
the

;
Director

„ RECOMMEM)ATl6N ;r ; " \%<
: \

< ^V.;.
:

. .^ :

v; V^^'/' ^;, /V '•' """
V'

: ->

^ approves^ this inemorandum be
:
fdrwarde^ Division for the preparation

f pf lettbr^;b Mrsy Overstree t and Admiral Mott for
jfheir, suppprf of the Bureau on captioned program^ X £^ ^ F

*

WCSjebp

?^1 - Mr 1

, DeLoach
*'1$ - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr> Malmfeldt
1^- Mr « Sullivan

y ^f .,.; ...j:-
,:

.'.-.,, .-. /
«-.

'

;-.

um

\S

SK

9

-.--*!*.
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April 16, i960

<??
CO

0*
IS

rH 5
s a: 8

a. .

<x
'.

1

-0r,
:
Hari^ : A.'Overstreet: v'.

;

3409 Fiddlers Green
LakeBarcroft
Falls ChurcbV Virginia 22044

Bear Dr. Gverstreet:
. .-;V-vV'.:r-."f

.'-""
-=;

-'

:, ;tl am enclosing a cop? of an editorial by
Mr. Mike Kingston Which appeared iia the April 11th
issue of"The Dallas Morning News" and which I thought
you inight like to read. S

andyoUi
With kindest regards to Mrs. Overstreet

Enclosure

LMG:kasr(3)

Sincerely yours
i , j

'/. Edgar Tfnowy

5—
~5^4>)SL

c

k&
*:.;>''#

MAIL RPOmG-J" '".TELETYPE UNif 1 I

SEC44
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''jpifi*

Mmste

AiriTEk

;£*i

J^iit-p-^C^vfiixJ^i ^ii&M^w^^^M&khm ^^'-FBi^'iiftVoim.,
:
o?EN>;s<#iE^BY^^ f^€tlPlFfrfP

;.;'-:^:HARRY;Ami«RO^Q^
'''. " './:- -* i--

? ':;: .: ,•>.
- ^r:r:-v.i.;:,; ^..v IliU .V-<5?SL7>C-l' :

\ ~- HV.SP90'

': l

.V v
.-'v"'.:--

i

.-t^'
:: ^ThW£'Va#e transmitted ^rewi^^ three Copies bf a very

"'' favorable editorial oh [^^-Vfi^ri'i^lAW^PP^tM^ this, date
s

dw The
; Dallas Mdrhihg News £•

' : This': ^ediitd^iaitjva'nd- rey;f^w of the bp<sk was byv

MIKE «INGST^N,
f

Editor
H

: .;:JHb^tfcri^Si:reett^ ;. :
;
.- ;C :

v". .'
..''"'

!

;

'0/,
:

y.----;.\

^'-/^-V'"^ '"-/. %
^directed to KINGSTON, it Is* noted t^^
-favorableW is

'^r most 'friend^ ;,;

"'

:

:
:

Tf\:-;.i.

''yf?-2ii: ~ BUB-eaii-, (Erie* 3) ^\y-^%- \ V-
v'

' T

'S4^' ':-.: Dallas '.v
*'

*

; J\; \ "^- - <£ :

' ,- '% i .,

**'
'.,•

-'. JGS: n»fr • ^ 7

;

;r4.^ -V >,-
•'*V^;\ '-;.

;

'":

^;-l
;

-

-''"-

=.'

:;.£* \>^

-ft«s^'
m<
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By MIKE KINGSTON

Editorial Siaff Writer

"THE PROBLEM WITH, the .FBI is
;

. . .
" So runs the theme of critical .'books;

and articles about the investigative arm of;

- the, Justice Dcpa rtment. ,'.•

?
•

":'
• •

'•.•• ':'; ; '
•';'

\

'

\

The criticisms coy- '-{.••
?

;
\.*^^'-'; : 4 '/•':•-

er a lot of political

territory: The FBI is

a police-state agency;'

•i t 's communist-infiU

.trated; it's fascist;

it's pro civil rights;

.
it's anticivil rights. So

goes the endless list

:,of charges that range
.' to the FBI's organiza-

tion in 1903. " .'

T.h e , Communist
party, of the United

States r eg u l'a r I y
charges the bureau

with police-state tactics, and.* opposition to%
bjisic constitutional rights.'- This figures,?;

s;nce- the party has been under close obser?;/-".

vation for more than 50 years. -Civil-rights'"^

groups are equally critical, but for a. differ-^

ent reason. They claim ."the. FBI, ignores 5

I'

<D
their cause.

Harry and BojaroO^rjtj
ggj

t have' taken !}'

a new look'aPtlic agency in a recent gookv'

! published, by \V. W. Norton, Inc., "The'FBT

"

;

' in pur Open Society."
_

..',',. ,-.-«^^

MOST CRITICISM anises fronts lack of ';. :

understanding of the bureau's basic nature.
.'

It was "organized as the investigative }
branch of the Justice Department.Prior to ;

'1D0S, the department's investigations'were ">.

.carried' out cither by private detectives or ;.'

by agents I'borrowed" from the. 'Secret
:

f.

Service. .',.,.;'- -\ .';. ;' /!;.- ;
'

' ..'£-

Atty. Cert'. Charles' Joseph' Bonaparte;'!
who

;

was considered, an outstanding- liberal"!
fcW?&T<i *s? f°r

•
his 'record iirsocial reform

«

'I

/ work in Maryland, fe.lt that neither investi--.

,,;'• gative practice was acceptable. .'
;•:..•

:

::' Bonaparte called on Congress for crca-.'
;

•: lion of Lhe department's own staff.-'The pro--.

V posed bureau's investigators would owe al-
';

;;
Icgia-nce only to the Justice Department

'•.• There -we're abuses of power during the *-.

./.early days of the FBI. Finally, the corrupt;

';. tion. and abuses of power during the Hard- }:,

':. 'ing administration prompted a houseclean- :

.

:• 'ing. Atty. Gen. Harlan Stone,. later a justice '

; of the ,U,S.' Supreme' Court, named.a youagr
-.•attorney, 'J.'* Edgar Hoover, as <ft rector^fC.

• •, the bureau with orders to clean it up. P'fcf?"

••••

•

'
HOOVER'S COURSE was simple

'

•FBI would
.
operate within the jurisdiction

-designated by orders from the attorney gen-.

...era!, the president and laws by Congress. ..

:

.
:

And this is the. course it has followed." .

'.;>• The FBI's responsibility is to investigate-;;:

^certain '.alleged -violations of federal I<aw. J(/-
}

-

I 'Congre ss does not gran t inves tiga-tive ,poy: v, •

;

<.'.ers. to another agency, it automatically Ms'

-

;

founder the FBI'sjurisdiction. '.
•'- -*);- >V"

":'!_"'•,.: Some critics claim that growth of the b*u-.;Y..-.

greau reflects Hoover's personal quest' forv,;'

A power. "But more accurately, it reflects ex-; ) ,

:pans ion of federal laws the bureau is called
;

'

;

.

'upon to: enforce..;
'

"-..- % ;

,\
' The; bureau is charged with national se- '•;,

>/curity under, presidential order, and in this
'

•jurisdiction, it has kept domestic Commu-;;;

,;
nists. under surveilianee for many years. -

;
. When a law is broken, the violator is prose- :'•.;•!

cuted. The CPUSA, 'consequently; is a vche-
;

ment critic of the FBI. •'!;'

Unfortunately, many liberals see the bu- v,

;;
;
reau in the same light. Civil-rights activists ;.,

• 'have
.
charged th-a t FBI age nts. have worked •

';in consort with Southern officers to deprive "«v

;„Negroes
;

'; and. others' of their civil rights/ ^
".Seme have suggested that"'enforcement of

.;.

scivii^rights 'laws be taken out' of theVbu— j-

/reau -s:*hands and given to seme other agen- I.

IMF

s

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

2D "The Dallas
Morning News"
Dallas, Texas

3»:

Dater^rll-^
Edition:'" ..'!'

Author:

Editor: jack B, Kruger
Title: ' ;

'
' V ." : "

-
' ,'.•.'.''

Character:

or ,

Classification:

Submittinq Office: Da 11a

S

n Being Inveatigated/

BMCtOSOtffi
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*'

•' Typical of misinformation on which.

'.sonic liberals base their criticism is the.

death of civil-rights worker Medgar Evers\

''/.in ' Jackson, Miss., in' 1963. Many charged

that the bureau should have given Eversy
'*• and his family protection following threats •

on his life.; Its failure to do so was judged
' proof that enforcement of civil-eights laws

'Should be removed from the bureau's juris-

•"
diction,

. The bureau, however, is not.cm powered,

to provide protection for anyone. This is the :

;.-. responsibility of the local police, and Hoo-.

> ver has meticulously separated federal and

. local jurisdictions to keep die FBI from de-
'

vclopircg into a police-state agency. '

"• In the. Evers case, the FBI did investi-
:

ygale and develop a case against a suspect; .;.

for 'conspining to violate another's civil

y rights. -The "evidence and. the suspect were. •

•..turned over to local authorities, who filed

\ murder charges. Juries later acquitted the

i; ,
suspect on two occasions. . .

. ,_ .

Criticism from the far right and thcKu
'

yJ\Iux Klan is of a different stripe. According , ,.

,'.to them, the FBI's activities in> enforcement ;

-' of civil-rights laws ..is an indication that it

..has been infiltrated by Communists, " aK.-.

••••••though. .Director; Hoover '"is spared direct'.;

"•

; criticism. .

.- j

. y .-. " '•"',

*••: AND. SO it goes. From the left and
:

right,' \

;• "the criticism continues. Many oriticat ex- l

.-poses, the Overstreets observe and docu-y;

y.'ment, contain so many inaccuracies and in-y

•l
.•; nuendoes. that at -best . they are "inrteHec-- ;

7 tiially dishonest." y
y .

' So the real problem with the FBI seems
. .;

; to be that it is
; operating within the frame-

',' Vork of law and presidential order as it'.v

yshould. The ."problem" will remain" only a .'

y figment of imagination until the agency
,

.-starts trying, to anticipate what Congress .'

•

" will pass into law or sets its own standards ;
';• \ks to which laws it will enforceand which it

.

;

;'won't.
:

.
Under Hoover's leadership,- neither ..].

.

< '-> .

' V '•"' '•
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BONARO W^OVERSTRiEET
3409 FIDDLER'S GREEN

FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

22044

April 14 , 1969

ALL INFORMATION

HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
FBI
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Thank you very warmly
for your generous letter about the TV
program. I could not have wanted more
knowledgeable, concerned, and- stimul-
ating persons with whom to talk than
Admiral Mott and Roscoe Drummond. We
all felt when the time was up that we
had scarcely begun our exchange of
ideas

.

Sincerely

IS^M A<u

Mr. To!sod

Mr. DcLcacIv-

Mr1
. C*£per._

Mr. Callahan

Mr. Conrad

Mr. Felt„
Mr. Gate...

Mr. Raf

Mr. SM

Mr. TajjW..

Mr. Trotter, .^

Tele. Room....,

Miss H^imcs -

Miss Gandy

¥rt»utM^ ii^n.fisnsvt^Ys^jTTreairaKiESM

m

'*C\

\^_

^^o^lj^^^-'
*§m®$W£&®*.. \

v47

"



Agrik JtiS, l»i$

/&-$<^ /&M

Mr. Mike Kingston
Tiie Dallas Morning Hews
Cq .-n ii'ruaicatSons Center
Dallas, Texas 15222 '

Dear 'Mr. Kingston:

AtL INFORI

HfflQN IS

'

Sposial Agent in C&trno ZzzaS&ln ;••'-* k:?<dzbM
ma a copy <sf your editorial,

l

"Xho Froblora Ti iih &e FBI £s. .
.

,

which appeared ia the April ittti isjsue of your- sawspaiwr.

This xwts an excellent review of Harry an-3 '
.-

eM I feave taken the liberty of Sorvranlins a cepj of ths edi-

torial to them* Your very generous comments regarding
the ^ork of this Bureau and support arc deeply appreciated

Sincerely ycmrs»

X Edgar Hoover.

1- Dallas Reurairtel 4/11/69. 1/ /

1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached) \f^
1 - Mr* Bishop (detached)

NOTE: On 3/7/68 we sent a letter to Kingston regarding 'Ms favorable

review of the Director's book "J. Edgar Hoover on Comraunism. " The
Editorial Director of his paper, Dick.West, is on fee Special Correspondent
List, This letter recommended fay fee SAC, Dallas. ^
LMG:kas.- (7)

' ^ "~~^ "*

[
^ -*> > y/'
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vij
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1&V

1
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR/''
> FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

(April 29, 1969)

212-831-2462

From the desk of Dr. Ruth Alexander

To Mr, Hoover*

Please doAJt be mad*, &t me for not

giving th^f Over street book a rave

review. John (Malone) sent it to me
and said you liked it. But I could not

in, good conscience, do other than I

did.

MR. CALL AH AN

MR. CONRAD —
MR. FELT

MR. GALE

MR. ROSEN

MR. SULLIVAN

MR. TAVEL

MR. TROTTER
MR. JONES

TELE. ROOM .

MISS HOLMES //

MRS. M E T C hX.lfQl{fy$$**

MISS GANDV

! | If you want any last minute changes, phone me. I'll
K phone my Executive Editor Sterling Noel of the

Baltimore News-American. Otherwise, I'll let it

j
stand, t>

Love;-;-

(Dr. Ruth Alexander)

(Ruth Alexander, Ph.D., . L. L.D.;
11 East 86th Street

New York, New York 10028)

COPY:nm HERBS

a3c*m0
*

.O

B^-fti*W>
L'

HOT RECORDS
i$7*iUN 101969

^t
:/

PC&OSUB& 8

25 JUU .9. 7969
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.
. X.-U.ihi ALEXANDER:- A
v,,f MAY

.
4TH ,;'.

! 9'69
;ATP

;.^:
C-Q-P-Y,

:

:/
;

'OUR AMERICA

II IS ifCLASSIFL .,

.1 HA I WELL - KNOWN rlUSBAND-AND-W S FE'TEAM . OF. BONAROWlDU&RR3^&V£RS¥RE£r;; HAV E'

JUST' COME UP .WITH; ArNEVIlSOOK-'CALLEQ ^THE Fey IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" . :flT; MiGHl

:

MOREACCURATELYMBE CALLED nHEFB-i IN OUR PERM l.SS i VE' SOCIETY" ,'/ WHERE' A :̂r .

ANYTHING. Gt)E3;.>,.|rHj'SAJ NCLUDES};)/ I.ClOUSASNiP [ NG : AT; ITS' D 1 RECTOR s
; JOHN 'EDGAR .';\

HOOVER, ;:ByAED I TORS^icOLUMNJ.STS^'CR'iMiNAL

IN NEED _C FaA>A UNDER-ARM" DEODERANT.- "-'if iS THE TRAGEDY,OF T.HE'
:
.20TH CENTURY.;

THAT^tHlS-VGREAT;:-MA^ '.BE:;SUBORDINATE
"

;

.

:

TO THE -DEPARTMENT-VOR::,JUST! CE, ' 'THE DEPARTMENTACF .STATE, : AND THE • SUPREME COUR

|
V/HOSEAwARPED;!DEA :OF^JNTERPRETAT|OnIoF LAW. ENCOMPASSES LEGISLATION OF LAW.

|
BUT :riOOVER;';:l

:SLj\K^ OBEYS THE LETTER -OF TI

I LAV/ AND' NEVER' U0SES?W#jFpq^ HE EVER BOUGHT THAJ\-A3S0LyTE.;
:

P-qWE

|
WHICHvSOACORRUPTS SO/MANYAOF^HI s|

: SUPER 1.0RS— POLVITI.C.IANS ALLvf
"

:

'

:

'

; T^ ',

l' ASSUMED^HE'OVERSXREET'Bbo^

ACHi EVEMENTSI. OF.THE .FBJ,
:

THROUGHOUT' THE' .VAST; AREA' .IN Ai/HTCH
:

IT "OPERATES...;;' .:',;

I NS7EAD>; : 'THE;- BOOK "tS- A- 'iVER^rTABLED CATALOGUE,- OF ;
ATTACKS. ;BY; HOOVER « S.. HOST \ ..;.".^

HOST] LE AND \ARTJ CULATE^CR 1TJ'^sl^HO^AREf;}j^'.^OS IT I ONS TO ;

i NFLUENCE OP I N I
ON./,

l' AM/sURE;THE ;;OVERS"f^EE# TO ^REFUTE:. THESE" CR IT ICS,

BUTAHOOV ERAS; 'ENEM ifSy- WILLaNOT; ;BELl|yEaHEl PAPA INSTAK im- PROOF OF FALS I TY. ;.

and' may; well pr;of'it';:'by -the; publicity .ai.nad.vertently 'given them , future. ,;.

.

POTENTIAL; CR

I

t;1:CS.';|nD; FENCE-SI TT'ERs' ;\
: ASAFOR; HOOVER »S FRIENDS, WHO

:

NUMBER :,

M!LL!ONS,;
:.MANYr;W|LL:;'BElOUTRAGEpirpR; A T

:

1ME ;A'nD-; THEN

.

:

S INK. BACK INTO THAT
^

PASs'iVITY; ENGENDERED^ BY;0URxNp

AMUSEMENT; ; ' A-|^^^'^^65lJ3^QN^S jtfl^iiii-H^'^TA | ^Jp^iTHE/PERFORmANCE :'0F. THE

;

FBI ^0UR^BUREA"U
:

:0F^ SURV
:

i VAL> ANEEDS';Wp . ^RTHER DEF.ENSEi' -EVEN BYAWELL-WISHERl

s

u

ch
?

as; the; kind LYf:;A n d;

;

$gncerned oA^er str eetsA ;

•:' .'" A '
< A. :; ki-'- ^Slfif.: ... . ,, .. ........ .. . .....

1 ftAni rr : -nnAi-MWR-tm Tl TLES.'ioF^iTHE^ARtl CEES
; ;

-AlNjb
' BOOl<S, ' C 1 TED * BUT; lv'REHLMBE



"URNER AND" MA^L0^(*
;

IAL^-ALL:; CLAl;5j.NG' TO "hA^§[INSIDE- KNOWLEDGE OF/THE, '-

t I Cl<EO; WORK I NG3'.': QF;^-J-!E„F?iTv- 'QNE MAN; CALLED .'. H I S TH 1 NG, "CRIME IS Ton Rift

PQB
;

THE^BJji. MOim NG --JS; TOO > iJG TOR THE £gJL,
:

~1F. ITS DUTIES WERE NOT OVER-

EXTENDEp;pVER
;

:jOUR
:;.yAST:;WASTELANb Op' £V!L.\ j-SI NCE" SURVIVAL SHOULD --BE OUR'.

PR I MARY; CONCERN,; EVEN TO" POLITICI ANSy :,KOIW^^s'
:

'

HOOVER'S-HANDS 'SHOULD NOT. b|

MANACLED BY EXTRA-CURRi CULA ACT! VITI ES. HE'"- SHOULD -CONCENTRATE'' ON,THE "C0MMU|

j

CONSPIRACY/ WITH EVERY" DETA I L ;.:OF; WHJhm& IS- MASTER, FROM- THE' POL IT\&t
Si GNi F

I
CANCE.'OF ' PORNqGRAPHY/TO D I AL>CT!;C;MATERfALi SM,-i-EEACH' CUNN'I N'GLY DEsI

ED TO DEBAUCH
;

AND^CONQUER.t.OUR"^feR&A^-^t J'.^
^';'

^"r -.V"

-'^'"'"'^
"

" ::

'''.-

-

' •'vV- :

:

-' :
'"^

CUR 1 OUSLY: ENOUGH, ;THE FB" T
;
XHAS-'Vl VM ; ANSWER TO •:

I TS CR I T I CS IN TELEV1 S I ON.'-

ARE, INDEBTED-- TO ABCl'FORiDRAMATl Z-J NG;": "THE -F8 1

t; EVERY SUNDAY .NIGHT, -BASED': ON

actual, cases/: pi ctures^^

REGRESSED ;.TO OUR ::ANCESTOR-rrTH^^^ V ! OLENCE i S DO ING":.WHAT :%'"-

COMES' NATURALLY.- WHY- ;NOT?^ THEN"5/AS: %Wi/NO^pUN I.SHMENT ATTACHES, TOA/.i OLENCE ,|

ON ' ABC? S
;

"THE FBl ;^TviE::ARE';EY£Wi-TNESSES/TO
:;

A P'ANORAM I C VI EW 'OF -THE. Ml RACLEi

PERFORMED; BY': THEJBUREAu/aGA INST DUR/VARI ED: ENEM.ft;WITHlN AND: WITHOUT. SIN(

TELEV j S i ON; -j S; PR IMARj! LYvAr'.SALES' MEDIUM, ; "THE FB 1
"

I S NOT SO > PRETENTIOUS '-AS

TO ADVERTISE /iT^ELf?^ IT GIVES THE -MO.S|

CONSISTENTLY i NFORMA-T.) VE : AND;EXC;ITi NG ; DRAMA .ON ANY:
;
.NETWORK ALL- WEEK -'LONG'..

BEFORE MRv -HOQVE.R>RET^^^ ITS '

STJ

FEATURES.: UNCOMpk)Mf^

AND .lM-NCOUN; "0^ SOUTH DAKOTA. • .IT .WOUL

BE FOREVER A • SMALL ' TOKEN OF -OUR." GRATI TUBE/FOR: THE MAN .WHO Wl LL HAVE PRESERVE

OUR AMERICA' FROM DESTRUCTION*,
l

; '

','
. j; ," " ' ' .'

' •, ' •.•: •'
"

;

..' -

RUTH-ALEXANDER -4-%
may -VTh; 1969: .';

_^^^^^^^^B^H^—^—
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y May 28, 1969

Oswego, New York 13126

Dear

b6
b7C

I have received your letter of May 24th and appre-
ciate the favorable remarks as well as your expression of support

for this Bureau.

In response to your inquiry concerninjgHuiwarranted

criticism of the FBI, it is suggestegryou read "TMJ$FfKI inOur;___
J^en^ciety" by Harry and Bjjnaroljverstreet^ This book con-"
tains data " concernlngsosae of the vicious attacks leveled at this

Bureau over the years by its most persistent critics and also sets

forth the true facts which speak for themselves and completely
negate their allegations. It may be available in your local library.

Sincerely yours,

/
J. Edgar Hoover

IcaL-'

Tolson

NOTE: Bufiles disclose an outgoing to correspondent on 11-8-67

acknowledging his favorable comments concerning the Director and
his high regards for the Bureau.

(3)

BdAIILEHa

MAY 2 8 1969
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Memorandum from A.W.Gray
to Mr. W.C.Sullivan

Re: Summary of "The FBI in our Open Society/ 1

a book by Harry and Bonaro Overstreet

ADDENDUM (6/9/69), CDDrcsh

I believe that the attached monograph, if disseminated
to all field offices , will represent a quick source of reference
in connection with the greater majority of questions that might
come up regarding criticism of the Director and the FBI.

The thought may arise that it is inadvisable to disseminate
this in the form of a monograph to field offices, inasmuch as someone
may give it out to our enemies. While this may happen, I doubt
that there is any danger involved, since this monograph or memorandum
is based strictly on the Overstreets* book an^ therefore is of public
source origin.

C. D. DeLoach

V
%
ft/h^

rJLM *

fofc^'-

&*-<
:U b

r

- 2 -



# # pOSwego, Now York
May 24, 1969

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Dept. of Justice
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr* Hoover,

(& -^Zj> <T^y

an iJ J

Mr* Tulson

Mr. DeLoach-

to
M
Mr. |Cai

_

Mr. Callahan

Mr. Conrad..

Mr. Felt

Mr. Gale

Mr. Rosen

—

Mr. Sullivan.

Mr. Tavd.~.
Mr. Ti\t.ter..

Tele. Room.-
Miss Hr>!mt*s

. Miss Gaudy..

px

TV

___.. Friday, in the lab., some discussion of Communist jactivity
in this country came up, and I mentioned something about ther F.-B.I. 's
information on the subject* A young woman employee said to me; *Are
you serious? Do you really believe anything the F.B.I* says? "•

My reply was: *I believe the F.B.I. and you'd better too*
If you can't believe in the F.B.I, you can't believe in anything.
You might as well go back to believing that the world is square."
I asked her where she ever got the notion that the F.B.I, was un-
trustworthy. She said that her impressions had been arrived at large-
ly on the basis of same story about the connection of the F.B.I.
with tjttie Warren Commission Report on the death of John Kennedy, and
from remarks heard on a T.V. interview from the author ( said to be
a former F.B.I, employee) of a book critical of the F.B.I. & its
director.

I f ve heard that young people today rarely read anything,
and they apparently accept anything they hear uncritically - es-
pecially if it's something against what the rest of us have always
considered the Right, the True, and the Beautiful* But the young
woman's remarks have bothered me so much that I have to write to
you to ask whether you might be willing to suggest what you consider
to be the best, and the quickest way to correct false impressions
held about the F.B.I.

iT

It 1 s only a guess on my part, but I imagine that the F.B.I
is "generously** allowed to take the< "credit" for a number of things
which the Public finds hard to swallow, and which have really been
perpetrated by other elements in the Justice Department or the
Executive Branch* And some misconceptions arise because of a mis-
understanding of the legal responsibility of the Bureau & its

proper role in our society. I hope you can throw a little light on
this touchy subject of the Bureau's public image, and what to do to
keep it accurate. t fcBxK

'#0

'* Sincerely^LQurs

:jl—4
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DeLoach .

M.ohr

Bishop —
Casper —
Calichan ,

Conrcd

Fell

Gale

:-.>.Msl?.% I960

Dr. Ruth Alexander
11 Saat 86th Street

New York, New York 10023
. (

Dear Br ,. Alexander

:

'"".'"

Your letter 9 enclosing .a copy^QCyour.-<

review relating to "The FBI in Our 'Open Society ,
'

was received on April 29th. it was most thoughtful

.

of you to send it on ? and 1 have no changes, to suggest*

I would j. however, like to take this opportunity to-
'.

exgress my appreciation for the kind comments ..which

you' make concerning the EBI and me. ^ ' ~j
.

,
.Sincerely rarsflLL fNFGRMATIdN CONTAINED' •'

.

J. Edgar hoove. ^^^ t^y^jfj^
DATE5^L5k_BY^86i3lc<3C:

W>\

I

<0

I

TDH:paa/cc^(5)

"•-*£2s*g

$
VX

Sullivan _ ^?x

Tavel — -^0 :*

S£siWt8i969
CcncV y^7

"

MAIL ROOM CD

'(£/

8
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OPTIONAL FORM MO. tO

MAY 1962 EDITION

CSA CEN. REG. NO. 27

TO

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandums
Mr. C. D. DeLoacj date May 26, 1969

from : Mr. W. C. Sullivj

subject: "THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY"
ENDORSEMENT BY PRESIDENT OF
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

For your information, Dr. Willis M. Tate, President,
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, has inftyrjaed me
that he has authorized^ UTh^JBI *n

o

OH >-J l

5?

book in which theK>verstreets set
which

Our^j^n Society, __
tfie record s^rSight on some^TTjT^the disgusting
have been made against the Bureau through tl

Dr. Tate, whom I have known for some years, told me
that he rarely endorses books, but, haying read it, he was so
impressed by its contents that he wanted to publicly support
it. Tate feels very strongly about the necessity for wide
dissemination of this factual information about the Bureau and
said he hopes that his endorsement of it will be of assistance
to the Director and the FBI.

I have told Dr. Tate that support from an educator
of his stature is indeed welcome.

^3 $a$ <ag y

V)

ACTION:

WCS:eb
(3)

None. For information of the Director,

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Sullivan

tK

rfW

m

s:

o

$
B

$&r *l

/OO-U

59JUN13196B



OPTIONAl fO«M NO. JO

MAY l»« EOlTtON •

GSA CEN. REG. NO. 17

'~ UNITED STATES GOVBjMMENT

^Memorandum

TO

FROM

Mr.

A. W.

C. Sullivan

Gray

subject: SUMMARY OP "THE PBISIN OUR
OPEN SOCIETY,," A K)OK BY
HARRY AND BONARO OVERSTREET
MONOGRAPH

^RESEARCH-SATELLITE MATTER

1
1
1
1
1

date: June 4, 1969

-Mr. C.Di DeLoach
-Mr. W.C. Sullivan
- Mr. A.W. Gray
-Mr. R.S. Garner
- Mr. J*M. Sizoo

Gale _
Rosen

.

Sullivan!

Tavei .

Trotter

Tele. Room .

Holmes

Gandy

&i* }

^i „ Approval requested for captioned monograph prepared by
the Research-Satellite Section to be disseminated to all field
ffices and Legal Attaches

"The FBI in Our Open Society'* by Harry and Bonaro
erstreet portrays the FBI in a most favorable way and the

^Director in thanking the authors for an autographed copy of the
\^££3&>ook stated that he intended to refer people to their perceptive
^Pt2r^vritings # This has been done when appropriate in replies to

oi3^Persons writing to the Director • The book was called to the

nc

^attention of Bureau personnel in SAC Letter 69-14 dated 2/25/69

>
3cWffhich noted the book refutes false charges of such vicious critics9

^as Ma% Lowenthal, Fred J» Cook, and|
|
and

'that Bureau personnel can obtain the book at the special discount
%ate pf $3.75.

itsa Attached summary has been prepared to provide ? ready

claims against the Bureau and will aXsoserveas a guide to jthe
rjreSxiing of the book's detailed and thorough analysis of FBI
operations*

This document has been proofread by the Reading Room,
Upon approval, the Research-Satellite Section will arrange for
prii^xngfand distribution

REJCg)^^

;#^;^^^ monograph, the file copy, and Xerox< I copy of
the original which are enclosed, be approved for dissemination
to all field offices and Legal Attaches

.

Enclosures (SEE ADDENDUM - NEXT PAGE)

snr JUW i§ .1969
<?rx^"'

feEBfeM&tf



WTH8 fBt i» ©OB OI^N SOCIETY"

A Boolt by

Harry *nd Bonaro overstreet

(Not for Dissemination Outside the Bureau)

%

3mft 1969

John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice

DeLoach
Mohr

Bishop —'.

Casper __; L.

Callahan

Conrad

Felt

Gale

Rosen

JMS:mes

Tavel

Trotter

Tele. Room

/0 o

Gandy ^ MAIL ROOM 1 1 TELETYPE UNIT
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?
fThe FBI in Our Opea Jociety^^^

Bonaro Overstreet and released for »ile itt ^ehrMiiry t IBJBS,

^

ia An Inquiry into the nature and operations of the fBX. It

discusses iii detail tt*iiy of ttie viruldiit charges tl»t the

FBI rum
:̂
"a^cjfc*'* without regard

,
tofi)i§"iright;e :?#$ indiyicftials v

society, ; *^

sucb'c^ not fa^ttpiv ahdv*iM^i""*-S**'*' "I'^fts"**^; 1 "-.

from being a danger to our .society*?-Jfi|i capably and prweriy

$ Cy-libi^ b^eo ^epatfed to . summarize the :'

r'v
'-;

authors 1 analysis of many of the unfounded, slanted, or

distoijte<J charges against the FBI and it© leadership. It \

should be a :hS$$> :J^ the various attti**

..$Bi ' Charges *'."'. :^;$d^itioet ; it ] tm*deiig«e$ ' totseryo '" aaif

guide to the reading of the boots Which i& hi^ly Readable ahd

intellectually stimulating. Certainly; the book deserves to

be read because of its detailed and thorough analysis pt FBI

operations and its conclusions that present the FBI in an

objective ahd favorable light ; v- v\. f

;

^tfr^x^-^--^^ \,

, lv
'• -'

,'.. '*: fir;' >
,

*,
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-/are jpr^s«]M;0<^****<3t.> <si^4ibe$ife3r

.
^«^-: .^©0 'wh«i* '-^li^^.

:

iBTaJC

/ .*ndMht0m^im to
'

;

i^#-',|ofty ,;t#e*l the.pi vpro4.ec^d:

:-:0f
:

'

:

.

:.';. :'^hc&eat>- ' dedicator ikw- OJaf*^^#^ ^nd ttiiiselfink pnbiie service
*'
n

' ti*ere' :i*\ a/oontraat 'aisp>iii
;

two pubiiq versions" of wby he :.';

''; ieft itiste f$M£%tl>\ disillns^^ |9I .-and <fc) ^ 4e*lrov./;:
;

..; to; aid^hie pajfente overburdened witn '1iM8inesa''respptt^^

.'';';. : S,
:
-I<avine*a _ »«^^«!r'-:i6|MV^tf

'

; tiuiti. -^j^-'"'^^^!^^^!^ .•ijfeiirty '#

'=

tfSA, wae ;ao/:'i^a$t
;

and [*&-imtjpt>ly
;
composed of JBl Informants \[y

that it; waa jno:;tn**«*t« .IIb*fev0j?.#''lir* Soever*'' Levine claims, /'''.<<;
;.

:
,

.
sailed 'It. -a . thi^^:'t0':4ii*t^jr.

:^^ 1tmd^t:i^u#»t;a#' \tev*ne;v
.-._;",'"

'

'. mlsp ci*iia»;tnit'.iWi$t#;;_^B^i^
:

:-'*isid

'

'•JNitiitit'^ia«r

:

..si^^yibaMMiK^ ;-*>SSf^«tJ*t;j* -:r> "=-;:-
:
J

••: 'w#i*«.^8toni»Ji«d ;-ji^n-4^ of jfte' nniifoer .of.'intofiiittts
.

and ijafr f3ll,*4 vk#* to ';aeut^ii«e the American coanuuists if a

;

Sovi#t*i0toit<&-

^

•

.of »**dh:;seM mtteite;was- ^en* -^eordinjf -.

5
'

:?

J to tevine, to fie* 'i^^t^^;i^itti^''S|tei;iibt to top;- Government
.

;

:

V offieiais ia )^iiiusitoi#*v;:
:
;';V. %?;''

.'.;.



<"'.'.
v'

" '-:': ''.$*- :: '^hey}tet£oi*
f

";'. ill; accepting Levine *s statements aa

gospel , did jaoife than -y«UML«»tt*iE-,-. .ObdAiJil^ipiA^n^ '.'^Mtt^. aetsftea whe-v

: asked I^eyiae: to, 4oci»eii'% ' his yohar^e ;"'of'"aiscottdii'et • iM^iast :

.

'

'.Hr* jkrt&mr end the ffcl», ' . The £aot, *hat.
;
ii^sa»ti.

:A^4'-f^
;

.

;

-;,

.

documentation caused Lovine
;

"fco
v
i'^e^MP*! ^ifeiie'-»#w«fl«w*|

v

4ft^s feajtfujjBV
'-."

tttstti. ipWiiic^^idiijO^

'

:

:

crltici^>o<,'-

.It^i- Hoover *onid cause
:

:-'-jMt" • -

•'

. adverse \&m&t£<& -ipofflg:...advertisers*
;

. 9&i«. explanation by
:

„: .

'

•
.:

-|»©vi»e. aj^eara J«el^ra*»tie*:---r;' ;
v" :,0 '..''; >',;'•

;

vv
;
'ii!

%" ''

•V .?.*:.:
';,$wi4^*P& IteitfB^ in "The -V

;
Nation* oJ January ftiy '.IJMMt* " preseats 'the theme • that Oswald was.

probably an l®$ ^'infoi?^^

given;,^ tbe'-assas^natioii o* .

President Kennedy, Feldman <e3&i^-
:

t$fct statements; supporting

. the 'tBI* e •investigation: '0#
;

: the assassination should be suspect :

as leaised;.^

While seeding ;';te..'siiow- itsell ,;as^fi-do^5i»j^to4* '-*He 'article '.

";

. actually.,relies: on
:

aevei?*i;^estte^^e- so^e3»"-'especiaXiy
'

those .idea^i£ied' ;
' as Wlqtop:3riaO'

,

uL® #' to ,a»lte ; ;a>ease :

.that Oswald vas '"

:

';

an jRSI . inforaiattt* a eoneliMiiott neil^bs^ntiated toy the -^erreto',;:

'|j<^i^esioii;
;

^a^«iry*/
;

-'• /y,v .\.;
:

.;•;'
^ v./;y':''y

:
'':"

;;

v;-',:\..^o-::.-

,::8,
;

'• ;;If-'
,,

*fhe:' J^tio» ,,
;:ca^\fittd

,

..ORly' i^or^laden a&d ';.•'.

i«pIawstbl#:'mteriai'.tor

"

"

^aSuijMafe^JlE^p^Ms ~
- ^3Nwe^

"""_

30%SibK "»-

-

"*r*^it«MEfcE: the fB| cannot

be doing too bad a Job* ^^iv'^^-fe:-

\f.-.--i-
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:';
!

. WAPtm gIt^Etat^Wfto thinks H» Wants What?— "

•

'.-•0"-disetisses c*itieiss«of 'W* Hoover and the <,...'•

!

';::i; -JB$ .:'l>y
:
:'!'

,
Jlew t6^-Pciit"-ti^ey daisies' %s\'t :

::<'r
.

';'.;':.;/' ';•. W^hsl***
:

,

"' :\
' :

s V
:
' '•

'. v^;*-;;.:- ;•';;%;-,:
:V :.'V^

':::V; t
:

«:
;

^

';rett6vod: amys^lai^ 7
V

: pj*0j&B^<Kt^ '
;

,.iip^ld.'^i«ii1t'
-

-^|^''1WM?' td".h©60«it teBpmmXye' to 'thfcii* va|
!

«^»>Aioa« ;

.f;''

:-''

thoir, de^»ds
f

. the^fore r ';ii|jst'
:

.'b0' 'seJFtttittiSBed to pre^nt th©„.
''''

'activities*: ^c^l^^8|y»';^il0 ; ^«^•sttng >|££^v^fc^\- ..!,-.

penetration cf,;the\Pft*ty^ 1U»', the. ana©. year /Wechsle** condemns .,-..

th* 'Oil'J;0* ,'imegtd ;*ail«l?»'5t0:'^

Actually-; ;thV;iB|/tod. ;,^ •:

that.fthose- groups 3^d v&^sed;. **wi»4iy :i^^
-

'

:

'

:

-difiMM "tb^''ittfolp^at#;''to::: operate*.:', /.'.'.'.
. .^•^t/f -.'..-

,

;

;;.Y;

":.,; ,,3. :.

:;

:-Aj)iothW "of ;'Wech«Xejf*s
;

cj?itiei'si«e,-. ::aad©.' in "the •'•',';

^OgressiW**''^^ :£» 1964* 4* : tl&t'- *1X ;;fed^:f^"1 -activity; -

'iV'the xsivllurifhts ;£ield/shQtt^^ •'";

,give». to. so^ agency that could protect' the 'freedom &ighters, " -

:• sincjj the : list - Iwfcd. failed to do so , What Weohsller' wis demanding,

; againr .curioustyv:-.:isms'''that;.* ; dtity^i&sijgn^ ,|Bf *orfc "-'-;.

\Jy :
''":'

" -.
:,

V" : -"
:;:e •

"'^Vv;'-^ :

-/l9''
'-'':=.';. ;': ;

.."

'"•<;,

:'vi
,

"

; .----
•

'^-\'" .'. .'.-.'.



should b# 'transferred;, l^oause^ tjie-fB$/was
;

not trespassing
.
,1.

beyond the Units of its assignments to perform strictly

police function**;*, ;:•,:•':"':.•', ;:;'•";•'
/v

V;;4^//;pe^ite-;^^ '.?.

vide. the'an^ersAtbvpe^ ik>es,'he >£'-^':

pj?bpo>e a|t\*i^^ *^ M £**•» tovimd&s poytev by .' :-;"

Congress fhA» tha^fgiveh t^

nmendnwat toVtrahsfer police' powers v^ states?"' Does

'lie- visualisse /an:agency that /
' Whe»\ a good ^ cause; -is^at ;

;issuery '

•

would qq%/%&[ iahibii^-tv/.^^v^'^y'-'r ''''"'"/:'.

.

;':{&,' wechftiar in a i90S; ,,
ilew :i^ej*.

:

'Post,r editorial attacke -v;

'l!r> .HOOVer'/'fOr ,rag»in trespassing into dubious areas," primarily -

i^ffcif ..^r**i^* i

* ,
^y"' '<>*'' "CiilSlSbJW*^

'
'iilt=. ^**i*lj^ir *;''

' ..^tt^uiry showed that

FBI Agents were only "looking on" since the FBI has intelligence

..respo^sihilities"
:
.re^wii,ia|f

!
' itto

:

.aoilect;d^^^

and persons on and off campuses in the national security field* ,.

''. 9* .;,|t '.'i/ii UBf'ortuftftte '..thik* Weehs|er has ignored .the :

-

'

cho'sett/t^^oildejm^it.for^ hot doing what it could not do legally*

Ms hpstiiity.'. tb^ :

: ilr* B&over and the $BI '
actually .renders;4

negative service to the caus© that Wechsler supports.

Loventhalq^^^ftj|^|^^-^*Thie -IBS -According- to
'is:a: refutations of jaaeh of Lowenthal*
criticiiw -of'' :the . tBI; in • his book , . VTH& Federal
!3^rWaa

:
'of -Investigation**^^ '-'
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/"

Butoeu of Investigation," contains the most extensive criticism
'

"'. :
'

,: ':." .--
l'

:i

S>"\^.xi«Sw^&^\'.
!

U»ei»' tNs'.;i90ft>»^t©«M»»t« of several ,/J
:

.

:'Co»gr#ss»0li- ,eoiw«J?tt4og. ^&©;.-dai»jg$r$ of :"a
; central /polloe or ••••

' «py- e^tei»:l» ;-ib*;iN^

.• tfce *i«*--. .*6nt,
; ;

;

:;,ttie. ' ofgfei40**
:

o£1 tn«
:

Bureau ; «&>-jbvipsttj^tloa ' .-,•

''

:
<fo>itd :i^awl^. .;i«i'ii» Uii4*e^ftfei*:*j^c^#:"

'

jRbfeverv '1&he

.

;--^:
:

-f:

M%ifaiifafy against '-.tti© -me:00:

: iiJMi -Secret

/Servi«&/as v'^

Ugaiasfc 'tiwr tjjw'ttf ' dep.itt'^eptiil. :.ioree:v'tBat ;A:ttor»ejr -(^Bera^ •

'V^^'t^ 'Congress to 1908 r by '

•»tt^iiuij|f ;-..iiliM!' '^'jWNtc^icMfryo^.^^XavMAii^iit agencies borrowing '.Secret'.

"

Service, agents^..;»1io^en^

Oenaimi'; :tfce :#|g&t;
:

tO::,*i#iey , dete<stl»ea»« - However^ Coa^eSs^-v'

did; vote ^oaef ktaat 'tfcf . Attoaraey;' Gej*»r*l.: soisgat ift order to •-

'

e^^^:.d#^i^iyi^;itiiilf as :: a\resntV''l*e created
:
tnevBoreau o£ r

IttvestigitttdBp/oii.^Wl,^ l| :

V190a*.
:
' ..' ^,

;
/.

:

;

i::::£^
•;'r;/^t«:-,: i*o*entka^-*m- boefc.

:

*« *3&iii*4^tfei^ .

".

• ifefae:-iio4ej?tt'
;

:

'ifti i»* :;:t&e j^tM^^;'^ of .',-.

;'

Would tfoa^kda^''
;*dept'#^0^ « .abhorrent to ' do»oOraey «

" '

'

;

.
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, 5* |tt ,M<&^^

that the Ba*e»* ^ ^

over the 'fact fhat" the*©
:

va*#/ i^i»<>?ti^t-
i

-c»SdB/'«ii4^ iuvostitgiitioii

:.at th* 'tim'
:

^i,n.eluding•«>t;i*3ms|;^ee6^;'..'; .

-"^'"-^^*^?"^iil^~^
1

iMBii^"IWfc "A^^^^j^siJrtwe^r'iftiar- 1910* •aooox'dlag to ".

fcoa^athaljj ' Sit*;' tltoa JifiuwMittt. ;«^^ :iE»^W^^IB»*ion -::**?» ;-taato for; casas .

;'J

that «i«ko: ,tetolttt«&*; /.^; omits -'afca^
•••'.

' publicised :|^i^^^atii;;^li^., :

ii*''- |9ii;; wa©: tliiit;' tlie; : foctjs m:-,;:
:

'

Mann Act £tt$»!^§£ti^ ',,.• ;-

oOwi^«^lal!i^,::

iti l^teratat^ .';

J*ow*nthai*
:

'
:

.'aot
;

'looiiittg
:

; *t'
:<

ife*:- JtuiX ;:i>i0tui*' :

:

'ot . the. llaaa Aot
.

';: ,
,!:J

....'J

;
'
:

oafi«S;. during; M*v tioovftjp^s/'tfi^otioii^.of tb*$£**:^

of ;«oii*areiali^ .'.;•':'
.

:,V "- :";'•
.

.';'.'
- .'; ; '\

:.

:

/:
y ;•

;

^ •

'»' ,•.

''X*'^. ?£'Wffctb^i oa*?gaa : tfcat-t^h
^ of: :

:

:

:
:

;';

:indi#idu»lsyia. SJetroit ,and litft^mjflM*. for alleged oriiali»al''
:

-,>';'

action ia ' r#e:^tiag for ; Snaaish, Civil.'
;

War .aervice raised doubts
;

ttetv.iM^i;;^ its- a^eats.'ia the ;

.;*ftiW';i^»i^'-'**4
-

' ^tu^<»cM*
:

-
,*wt

:

Vtai6»'.; cw»»*iifett*Ao5ifc
:

;

«|adi'. the Bill of .;.;;";

II IS* . also "claia«; #»*; Attbraey. fonstfal - Bobert 8<

eoadaot:iK>a«^

coatJ!*dictd^y to j<tlMi>^ -^iM»tup;3L "
.tt^lMMMRtttf*.

_

o<
;

. Ailr^MrtHey .

^wiutti ;

,.
jiicsksoa^ aad-;ais,aide'

;:

*fcieh:^ •tha ;;'f$l-':A^nt3
i

of ;ill*gai.

:«lathod#.;Of
;

,J*rrest aad <^estioning in • the above matter .
',•',,--

;*''22.'*'-
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'Vkftt ifce lofcg listing '-«3tr goa£<&s? ,,#*. d«stgi»<* aof %o ^eottjtiigfc;
:

-' ' CHAPTER SAiVKNTKKN—The FBI According t#. C0ck**» : r '.v

. :;f^ i

*;-;iii&ft^-;£^ itM?*? '*a<i, tit.- v

.tif'-'ieQiwir^ ljm&%)&&* book

ji**6*riM*y
:

;

;^ ot :
-

'.",-,:

/lnvo|tifi^tAoii'''
:

itt 1908
* «^»r1^*pfcj*ie • it 'Vilijiij*V.~ fey c^atfiist^

. i^nmpai**^ id^ap^^'^oii- ...iMfiit
..

r**'^*l ^W^t .'-'

be Si#&taft:& <£ii^ "tmBt&y.-bhen *t*te*^ti.a£ ; -to ::'";

. «Kt©nd^titet!r economic 'eoii'ii»oli«r-» emtf©,.W wJiiel»' Cooit &Jj»e#3tf
•'

'

bftir iddj^iB^^ ';'.„>; t-":'-,-
{
-

'.. •;\
. 3v ./.Co^j^ ^ -

and |t-
:

st*<iees'a*tt& ,.W$$- '«s*ri»#r- b«f<mt©' •;^Sl^tti»^
»

';

::

:
.' Heedless io ' ivity^ . ;

numerous ; facts- itt $t*;' £tiblte detain !$$#'' I>i«j4 «Mitt«d by Cook*

!

:

•

$ffev*d :lttf<M^tioii:'' <m; JPB$ metlviiiesAitt- xtyRj^ia^d -4&fcfe*
:

' -<.;< •



civil rights*, and inpitra^ion of
:

the Communist Party, USA, to

varies <krvfer»^ -

had .j»<»^fe"",liMiJ»tt " au^v^awM -'***. : --4P«wrf* "jiiii^'^ia^B: by the #Bit.
'.."

" rMt Cook ill one; ^|ai>w^tes Bon Ihtt^idf wtl»p

'of ;:^'3rtte..fBI Story*'* as ah.:!®! -apologisi..' ,i^ater:ifc 'bis dW«: ''.'•;•.

book, Cook grants Whitehead more authority than he possessed /

in quoting from Whitehead as * :peTso*i having ^>,ac<?essl,
;

;

'toJfil^t• -'; :

v:;:\:4tV:^o^JalSOv diae^Ses*> e> ;did . Lowenthal , the arrests ;_'

of'; recruiters' for the Spanish Civil ^r in 3,040 # to buttress ".

.Ms-. anti^^I-' hiasv'.itt : this «as^";Co6k--
:

«iS0s' the anti-FBI " renarka

of S«nator George W. Horris whose views of the arrests were

admittedly based upon an editorial in an issue of ?VThe Kevr

ttepUbliC" io 1940 which was hot alleged> by the" Senator to contain

/.?faets
i

,?.<JnK>wn>^ .';;,.;';' v''. .;

y"

'. V;-y'?. ::/

: -
;'^ is intimidated .•''

by Mr •; ;"IWMfl»»«^i'
_

'csjLti^UiJS' *
:
»^*iiiMWo&

:

."*«"'
^Jbiici* the publisher of .*.''

the "New York' isost'' had found that "some of the «osife distinguished

' fibres ;-o»; thm 'Siil
;

si«pif/will .not: l» emoted oh'th*: subject./^/ •

of Hoover. »* in addition, Cook> through ajnetee from unnamed liberal

'Coagrass^tt.whoV**^^ Mr* Hoover, attettpts to wake

Mr*- Hoover responeible ' for'/aw'. ataospher* .'of ..oottforaiiiy* ; it

can be iaid that tlbie unna»ed Congressmen seen.; .to be 'feeble'' ';'•,'.

Carriers of the liberal tradition. if^they^are afraid to express

their. views* v./!; -'':-':!'" >'.-. V
r

:
''.

? ':>
;

'

r
'''

-';;
%;.;; :-:',-i.-

;

.v
"- : ..''•;':';-'/

-/;.:-h/
1
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"3p- m
-. ;:Be**-.: of ' the . critioisas by -^os?*^* Special Agent- .

r
/.';•. '- :

. Killiaia,f?> ..TtfanaeiP*. '_.
'. v^jv,;.";^:.;,:.^---./; -.;v'.

'; ;

Vv;fe -$wmi&y$&$iM& 'A^tt^'fil.il.i(Btf:.
:W« .l^tt^';.i(^^;

::

-'!(ltt'.'
"'..'..

'

«tiriilel^ : Jftojfv

"

t
*i8»^iit*

,: ^sMi^Mf;- «dt iiarch, 1964^ entitled -.

Could $(ave 'Saved -1^si($eat .Kennedy^evilfe!*'' The article clai«s

that fiHf3t*ttr*» inquiry into the assassination showed that the FBI

had included Oswald's name on;

-;* :^|?&8k
/I£*i^:^luit-fi|i8.. i

glve& to

Secret Service aojaewhJit relttctantly due to S1& ^eEldusy €>f the

Secret SefVice* Actually, evidence shows there ws no sttch list.

.

;'.

' '£v';
: '

x
Turner • claiais. in tbia'' article that * Dallas '-Jiftl; "

•

Agent had intervieired Oswald tea days before tha assassination,

coiit^ty to later testimony in the Warren Conwissioa inquiry

iait deterjtined Oatald had not been interviewed by the #BI

atiter his return •; from-; Mexico in early October? ;'. 1903 . •

]'.:'> ;'':-:} '..'-'$»:' Turner «k>n$l^^ his i^ttiry- th*t;
r

;
,. :

\ 0iBrtWfc%4'-- \>AntA • ^^fc^"riol»li^». - Mpcafitistflf dijat .with;»o
;
/^iot ;

." involved* In I9ffir,

'.he. changed /biiropAnioh''^ a ;<sohs£i;r^

several''

MHai^rts5 'iaagai6iiie
:
.ari|iei*8»

:

:th*; 'plot. *%i»8*&y ,'te6MP&'

•te^jM^veat^a'^

atti>ppiiedly^ planning. -/;: ^;\V '^c^y :

;

?4\
:;

Jln
:

,an :artici#:''in^ *W|»afF *»*^ild^u**
v

,

?a^e

""

:^m<^Mi :

v' "-^"i 1^^
'

'

'itttitlfd ;»'£ri»e ,|^-:T^^Sfigf- for/ ^the^l^

that- the /IBi/
:

*Vci^^ organised- ciei^^-ahd' hie:.;

; "pet ;;ori«^srt-^a^ :rr^»b^riest ;. fcidhajB3^h^;-'«a"nd; |c^' :t&efte^^in- -
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;/' ^.. :::^;'\,. ;.'.:•:'.
' -;W'

:.''
'

'

-:''/V/' v. ;:'. .'x;'-' ; >*^ '

: '^'- :

-^l«h i^^si^ ;w^k£..'$im$*
1
**o»giy »g*e*t*

;
,

.

coa«si*i»iott'*; '•• :

>

'••
;.- ,.-/''Vv

:

- ' :

-'^:::;-^';v ;
^' ::

"l-;
;:
:'.'-.. ".," V'/i

"

: '/'-'./ ••)!•

g*nga ;:

ifc',*fte- >0^^#: :

!

elMM^l*Mi' .^twM:- ^lgpet»t»; i^uig«d;-iii'\i?*<^ie88; .-

.:•'"

g>*nlli?e
»;

' /$his, '$&**$& reb*13M§ - a ;;;&fca$*jtent. fca.de by • ^trttoi*/:.''-

hearings ;tha^.he; e^cv -no '-«x<5us#
!

' fo*'- ;9o
;

mu0iEit -gunf1** by f01 ..

"'./" \

Agents 1m. gangster

-

;

iii*e8tl|^tlo)as* ;-' $h© ih^a ^nato* 'iSkfOff
';'

frmm aisfced- a^/that .point*. "Hoi* iw>ui<j you/, catch 'tfc«*#'
;l

Senate** ..

. i# : theyvCoia^tt
.

-;.' :

;v" ..'; v;/'"V
''

-

: o'/V/'/

^liithxa special.&*is£l6* Stjpnrtia#»t group
;
en/organised' ctim. !» /;//

/

:.ifce iftt#'/!#H0s>; 'rTb)&
' group ;f*g actually 'eattsfied :wit^f9ML ftaJ& . /

»$/iti*t*/ 1*& late* wanted' » ^aubataatiat^aia!^*1

- of ISt -Agents //

assigned to M* ''; M**, -So&Vetf Jt^rned down the
^
tf*$tteet:-to avoid/

.

".'''

kBklng^^th^'^BX'^Ai^ag^nt.^^e.ndlng bureau.

.

'

/

!

-7 *^ // ^i*!uw*a#r ^ *i«^v ;

;

«siMur»eMi that the :

' s$t;ti*a
: au^horlt^vfoT-f-

a/amssiife' eaiftpaigaVa^ e*l»e/-fcttt^s "legalist10**
,

Iks ^saty^/M-had; little ju*lsdlotion !»' a«$* ,aAiitaPtu /'labile'/;

^listing' sav^l
;

. laws available _; ifco . ^10;]^ . r<»jpj8^ttMtMMf ; «jfjj»c».«
• "l?iaB

,

i>te«r-"
:

fo}?got,vio/
:

^»^

;
not orxacted

.. ^^l;^' 1.^4' .>«ii^;.;i«%tlfc-
;

."tlfc»_ jn|¥ *nd';t^t;: Softest ..I
1

* Kennedy,

wllije Atftsfrftey' <fene5eal*
i ''

e%*te<d
' that' the claf»/|jassed^ in 1961 '

.

"

and 1062 gay© fbo ;£B£
;
iurtsdietion "lor ;th#/-fi.*st tia©1*:.' to ...'

, investigate Xarge»scaie " gambling, the • ppiMx&y , aouieoe : ;o* . -Wealth -'

.

#0*l/the. *<^i»iaai syndicates;; /:.. 8$ace •:th'e
;
i^passage';6f 'those, laws ,

-'•

''/. ••/-. • 'S\".-:'i •'• -/^ .;v-.-" J 26-- :•"->. ; v'/
;
''/'.'.;,;;' <;-. ^v

"'/''
;

-'



a*

tho FBI has bee^ in bringing hoodlums

-to. justice..; :

'v;. ;':;,'. /'-y
i

^•;
t

^^; ;;Vy
:

:•"",.'
/v^ .•"''

;
'.' .'''.:''' v

'

6. Itoeuiaent the

FBI and his iii*^ attempts to gain peiiistatement are dis^

cussed in some detail from court Records Turner*& basis for

demanding reemployment in^t^ claim of immunity

from FBI action resulting f^^

Mr* Hodyer and the FBI~~and hot ft claim that the accusatory

statements he made were trite.

CHACTJBK NiNETEEW^^fhe Exploitative Adulators*-
probes the * Tfar right*' in its selective
support of lir* fioo^

^, Sevepai elements o^ the tffar rights** such Jas the

Unite4 Klahe of America and the National States Eights Party r

hava prepared atiti^^ virulent thaa that

of the communist loft* For example* t^
Rights Party iabeiled three FBI infdr^ants in the 1964

Mississippi civil rights workers murder case as ^lying paid

pimps #
n ::/,,-' ^':.''.;y' :

'

:
r'^.

r

^:\: ^^V- V ;

'"*
; :: ] '.'v

"' :

2* Other less etftre&e groups of the ,ffa

praise Mr* Hoover and quote hi» extensively* but in a way that

seeks to Justify their own views. For lns%nce
#
the Church

League of America tried to dissociate Mr r Hoover from Assistant

Director ff« C* Sullivan^s speeches in the early 1960s which



dehio<t f,&n exteusiVe and isubstahtial iofiltration of the

American clergy" by communists* The League tried to shdw

that these speeches contradicted Mr> Hoover. Atiother groujp

explained that Mr Hoover was pressured by the Kennedy

Administration to hay the speeches made*

3,. The "far right** quotes Mr » Hoover often, but it

also ignores his statements that are unpalatable to them~~sueh

as his statements to the Warren Commission that the "extreme

right is ^tist as much a danger to tJ^is country as is the extreme

le|t i '* and that he found no evidence 'pit aby foreign or domestic

conspiracy rrthatciulmlnated in tho fcssassih&tion of President

Kennedy

,

,r
' VX"..- . ,

V \V\'-.. .. '.

-''.^.A-. ;',
::V -

v;:

\

;

'

.
' -

;

.;'"

4V The anticommunism of ; the *'far right" and Mr, Hoover

are riot cut from the same cloth, fpr; Mr ; Hoover is committed

to liberty under law* He shows ho obsession with the ^communist

menace 11 as do the "far rightists** who even see a coirtmunist plot

in the enactment of gun control measures . Communist domination

of fcajor organized groups in the civil rights field is alleged

despite Mr* Hoover *$ publioiased disclaimers that the legitimate

groups have by and larg^ warded off communist efforts at

penetration, '<-.
:

'

y 'A :

_

[

'-

v'\
""->>-' A: ! '- x

:
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PART IV

PART Vf~*Vxktjpished Business—concerns the taw*granted

criticism of 'the ;JB3K'.- i»' tto* fi«I4# :<*«
l

;cisirAi irign^ar ftnd- organised

'. critte. investigational :'

;

'

v
;.'

:

... 5; '',;.: /.'•.'<

;

:. l^l^tnvest^BM*^ ease:t#
:
»litick; the Department ;'

.;:©* 'ifastice, successfully sought an injunction to

\ ^rights iiorfcere In Bogalusa, Louisiana,

:

'. -if- The jflixV provided extensive evidence for ine

itepartiinht #1' Justice m : e^mimtim/Withi.thi li^wimnt^y-

'-eivil]^^^:^!^^:^^^^^ a» injunction *g*iniit.th#'0«»tgiii»i:.':

Knighta of the Kit: KitiX;K*im f the Anti*Co!»»uaist 'Christian
..

,'

.

Association, ii^-^S.^iaMrMvpts'-iJii: mniii i^qfttitit Bo^ltiMftV -

Louisiana. TW suit sought to prevent the* fro* interfering
~'

.Wtih-|HMflioW:90i3cia«' to exercise rights\gtiarahteed. under the.:,- .;:,;•

Constitution. .•"•;'.*.
.

' 2 f Th# evidence .against, the defendants, lias so ovor- [.

wheiwing'ttot-ihe-de^ **»y witnesses would .

have seen celled to pvmm in order to. reduce the »tveiatlon of

numerous *ss*iul;|s jtnd-sets- of intia&diitiot* end . ha,resa*»nt> A

Is'hyeo-Jttdi^'.^'net in'^adorai <k^t- g^nted,-the" injunction in

Deceii&er*^!^ "'

''. '.
;.

:

.

; ""-.' '':" "'!' "

v. 3*. ;

.

:

The-fBl?* t*sk of gathering evidence to- -use in
'

eeurt ' against^.iC^iin defendant calls for .ingenuity, courage, and

patience'** ^shewn- -in, the Bogalusa trial through 'revelation-
1

o*
vV :



'KUit j*b$#¥te*^ mntmm-.ftm serving ;•:..

" !

v

ftS -IBX tlt£Or*l*iit** :; .'
;

'

::'i:;
;

'

. CBAPfM • tffgyy*C^E'~*^I' ve* . KKft-^ia concerood "

/
; wit&^ne'fwe efforts' ^investigate the
Ku KIilx Klan and to develop informants within

..

'.,. Kla**' #ro«ip*v,, ;'
v

"''...; '".: >'; '.' .''•W'*'" '-

,

:

:;t<;;'Th«/l^t
:

ha* Mii
c
iti^Uw! in investigation of ,^

;

--
v

• ki*»- activities; sinee lofci a»a;imir investigating' 14 Kiss-type
:

:

organisations 100 years aftsr^the finding of the KKK in ;lt*05v,
.''

;

''V 3^\ :

:,

JiMr Ktan groups attempt to create a public image ..''

of pntxiQtiMt$ :4#&i<i*itim to' /(Christian principles , and ardent .

'.

nn^sm$fs^ for the terror, and '

violence of JbuM t|i^^^>^ *WH«toi»i?i»-*

9«;, $he ; is^tise filling 'of xjismwi 'pewits* Washington*

i)» >.€, , '
Hegro' 'edttc&tor >

'in :l#f ' in Georgia .points to the' fact

that W&X\ infoiilsatS*** unable to give advance earning of

violence : when, Klaa»type : ih4JMtduaIs ' follow; "iiifcuise'
;

rattier ' than .":'

plm$m*..---j!lm- .suspects iM;'th^-;P^m esee ware' arrested hy the fBl
•

'v

. and with evidence
1

' .colleoteiVlirere ' turned over-',to state- authorities

,

fof i*M?der charts.' Acquitted of the murdor charges, several'

of -the suspects;-wore 'later convicted in yedera'i:. oourt of '

'inspiring-'to -'deprive *:
' citii»n of . his- •civil ..and . constitutional ;-

rights*' >:-.'- -r/'
;

-

"
".

v

.

4*- ;'T!i^:[:^iia^.^:-^mt^
J A* Scheie*: of -the... "flaw tfotfc ;

;

Po»t*f
'.titat .the, fBI.'hae" shewa;V neither- the-wili: nor capacity to7-;

cope wit^»fctl«^^ the; South ie ; 'i£i-founded sincev .'•

•

•"'..';
.

:

:

v''
:

-

?,.'- ''.
•,, -

-

'--':

;

«-;3o. -.
-

:
'. '..• '?':': ';:•'.. f.V-

;

- r
' '



-.^PT?; j,

tfcV.lw »»s identified en4 ;
.«r*^e1;ed\ huwerous suspects in

anti^<^I~righte violence end ;

fciui been praised in the past

by such groups as the HAAC3P" for its investigations in such

' matters.
'.

:.'.\.
:

. . .'-v
'. .yw^Vi^

;

V?-^^'; '."L'
,: ^:

v.';,

. CHAPTER TW®ffi"WRO*~M&X1iV taw and Civil •,'

Rights—considers the Federal statutes under
.
which.tfe^Ifcf epe*atea in the civil rights Jfield.

f-Xi.r
:
Statutee tm^*r *hi6h the *5Wt investigates in the

civil rights', field are ;in~%W:':&iMBtei**i CD older criminal

statutes surviving fro* the Reconstruction Em, including

/Section*, #4$,*. :%4$'K . and 371
' : of; ;fitlev :IS, U.S. Code »nod (2)

'

'

"
-

the 'C^ii/itigiits^Aets ; of 1937, i960* 1§«4, 196$, and 1068 whichi

;
ere eoth;:c«^itteI ;e^ elvilk;X'';4v :

'

. '.'V.

•;•;':.£.• -;iflS#etloti' ij^i;"-o^-%t^ifi-''.i8» U.S. Coxieiforbide e
•.'

ooaepireiiy
1

t>y ti^; or'i^re'''f^i^K>»e to deprive a. citiaen at ''-

constitutional ead^legel'' righte.'
1

' The Supreme Court-/hae -for,
'

eliioetiiJeentury bean jotling a»'te:
-j^i^7^0fci*r.'.i**ot***-';- v '-'...

"end nof. tjfei^,.£ft.taftfa^^ the» tlie
:!

:

^pertaeet.-ef '';;

Justice order* - the "tpl- - to investigate eft
(

elleged , infriagJiaeeiit -

•of *ighta or to -arrest asuapeet '.wftder'.Sectioe.-.'ii'*i.*
;

-

;' The^aectioa

is limited to citi*ens t
' aot-etiehe*;. and ae e.cenepireeyL'etetute'

'

.
is ua»l*8B when the ' tbreat;'to civil ' liherty edwes from .'tiiir.

,

:

,

'ectio»,:Ofvc^vnej^on.,elene.*'\v -,. . '*;

?
r3*K; i

'Sectioti'$4^';ot'-Title 18, U.S.. Code* forbade

Willfully depriving: the ^i8h% S pif persons under color of law,

'•

.- ;

-:''.". ,''= ..-'.;.•. ;.;.", ../'. '."'*'-:3i -:>-.;.:;' --.:".•' ..''/ -'•>,' -•
.



f
statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom and is commonly called

the pbiice^brutaltty statute, '\
v
l..

''".
.'•;.

4. Section 371 of Title 18, U.S. Code, is the general

conspiracy statute aimed at reaching persons willfully encouraging

and helping the commission of any Federal crime and." is used in

conjunction with both Sections 241 and 242,

5, There was a brocd attack on the FBI's use of Section

242 in the early 1950s. Mr . Hoover, in a letter in "The Hew

Yei* Ti»esn of August 26, 1953 , replied to the than Governors

.Fine^-.vBattle,- '.and;; Dewey oi;:Penps'ylvati%».
;

Viiffinia r ; and' New >:".

vYori:;\res|>eet^ely.;::by statihg:$ha^v:Seetlen'.242'/was' still. the- law.
'.

,

of the land and that the • Attorney;Gener*l .hadS'the duty to set

policy for the FBI to investigate alleged violations of laws

enacted by Congress. .">-

,/''•
• 0* in a decision i» : the (eese-of the three ^ .c-iytr ;

rights workers killed in Mississippi in 1964, which the FBI

solved, the j^upreae Court Sin(1906 held that private persons

; "Joinliy .engaged with sta^e.offi-c'i'a^s!f;.:.;ih' a- Violation of
, ;/

Section 242 are acting under ^oior of /law'/ for the purposes of

the
;
statute,;'^ :

.
:.;".

:

:

X%y'X^'X--^ '
:
':' V :.'•; V- f\ : .:l/>'7- V. ..'.:.'.-''

7. The C^vil Bight* Acts (of 1957, 1000, 1904 t ifi0S^

and 1908 deal primarily with the area of civil law and are aimed

at protecting and promoting the exercise and enjoyment of civil

rights and basic opportunities in various fields, including local

and national elections, housing^ entertainment, education* and



• rj#

acta, . to : 'Share;vinvesfcigatfiVe' knoi^&6ir» :
- and to discuss nob;

"

control. ./
V

-V;.-'.;
•' :; '-- :

'•;.- '- -'':':
-j

'

'

'3*;' \CiviI''j?ig!its cases mre trttrd to prosecute because

of the limits of Federal law and because of t^verdicte\often

given by Juries with no seeming relation to the evidence

presented. The results of t8f,inv>st^

prosecutions cannot be measured solely by convictions, for

instance, following vigorous FBI investigations in lynching

cases in the 1940s, the number of lynching* declined. Also,

each conviction under the police brutality statute—Section

242 of Title 18, U.S. Code—has been * lever to end practices

inimical to idue process.

';" '"4*
, ; lii': 1961, the :

-ffeI» %t :

the- instruction of the

Department of Justice, conducted a survey in 294 cities in IV

'.states •r<egard,ing.^aegrfcgati^ bus ,.

facilities*,-, fho evidence was used by the Department to gain an

Interstate Commerce Commission ruling to end such segregation.

5; In 1901 and i^^

of racial discrimination in voting in more than 100 counties.

The Department of Justice used the data collected in filing 30

. suits'' in five ststes:*./0H6'|drmer,,ltepartm<w>t Official ,has.\noted'

that thei mere starting of an FBI investigation frequently

brings compliance with laws providing equal rights for Negroes.

6. James A. Wecheler, in alleging that the FBI has

been a failure : 'tn the'^ci?ii >ights>.fie;ld#;.has; quoted from four



r#ligion f The 19$$ Act has sc<stions : of both criminal 'mud 'Civil

law, several forbito mid f incite, or

participate in rioting and to teach the manufacture or use

of firearms and explosives to foment civil disorders.

8, ftbile tile FBI assignments in the civil rights

field are broader than in 1957, in no statute is there any

authority for the tBI to protect individuals and civil rights

workers a^
;
:is?oft«ii''dei«ttd«d;;' -;

: CHAPTER .TVmnt^mS^The IB! and Civil
'•.-,;.'. klgbts—relates tc W&Z handling of coat*''

;

; .plaints', -in civil rights matters* •

.

,

1* flMt procedure aft#r the receipt of m civil rights

complaint it^ police brutality cases .is '-to' make a'' preliminary

investigation and refer the matter to the Xtepartment of Justice

for consideration as to further metion
? Other complaints in the

civil rights field are referred to the Department of Justice

which decides whether or not federal prosecution is justified

and, if so* the JJBI is then instructed to investigate to

collect evidence. ..''•.
.

-'-;'.'
;

'^\'

v ,.'&+:'- $he JPB1 has sought good working relations witii •'.-'

local offleers interested in doing m responsible $pb in the

civil lights field and hms

from informants that has helped identify perpetrators of non-

federmi crimes. In addition, the £BI has participated in many

police training schools, providing instruction to clarify

elements and constitutional significance of the civil rights

- 33 *-



-#l> -

.

paragraphs of * 1947 roport of Pr«sid«ot Truuan's Cowaittw* on .

•

civil ibEcftt*

»

:

,

".iite:
'

gj^i»<ii*
,

iaiii&4*'t
'- '*y?'-^**-' *!!*«*•» #«m3Ui indicats'"

tt»« FBI had be«ti singled out for criticism for ln*d««u*te
:

jterfoiWi^s'^ at thfc*
;

.tii|*» Actually, .''-.

'th« |^r*.g*m#^ zmpoxt containing

brand ' -rtcotiiendntions ' for 4jg&w«iM)it of 'Fsdsrsi civil ' right*
:

,

ft»f<>rc0i^at'
:

'»»«ti.i«wiry» .foi? tbe^Cogfiittss found perfection -ni
;

no . point ' in"; tJflftt • moitinery «; Wfcebsie* also • oaittsd Mentioning
:

tn«^CoB»itte#*s .''jpdtiiljMi ^oif;;;tttd. :.iB^'trnif«d Sfstes Attorneys, •,

And- the Civil Rights Section of the Depurtaont of Justice lo '

handling; civil,.rights' wmtp$m*
:

;' *2h# rscord shows that, .dssnit* '

''

''W#ch8l»r*s.:*t#ii^'t. to ^iJto/otlWjeifjMMi-, the 'Mtrlmm^tmMA.mptXiir^''
,

*o4 ©uoc0S0ftti\in; :it«' oivil .rights investigations*-'"':.-.

CHAPTER OTEKOTv^^ What and HOW -o* ;

'

: ".""''-

y Organised cri»e—discn«»»3 organised crias

.

. and -the effeetivShtss- of-' thw #B1 in fighting
:

..'.. ^> :v:

:

.-
;..

..

;.':• '••".
^. V:v

.

-•.'....•.,'.'.
.

;

'

.' \

- :."i* . Orj^nised-'^
'

it to purchase power by corrupting officials;,. ' Its \p?im*f source

Of funds is gambling, followed by loan-sharking. Becoming «ors

Important As . its ' source of wealth ' is Its ittflltration ' of.
'.:'''

:l«giti»nts business* ••<;.,.

;>&,/.. 1* CbiSi jKostys, which dominates organised crisis-,.

uses murder to eliminate those it cannot control. With a

Membership of about 5,000, it is divided i»t0' %4 "faitilies"

throughout tns country*



'»-. .^ ' ^ > -. • • ; '. "'. „

'' 3 .,

'

' To
;

combat" organised •<SfUfte, $*«. enforcement' needs
"

to penetrate -a ' shroud of 'mct^^'\
:
'^0-,W^'-tm: :a^^»l decades •

lifts collected n4anid#!' dfttft for its otra ««© «nd for dissemination

to aid local and national law enforcement agencies. The

President ' s Commission On hm. Enforcement and the Administration

of Justice s& id in 1967 that the FBI alone had been able to

"document fully the national scope" of'-&t Ccsa Nostra groups,

this assessment contradicts the claims ot Fred ** Cook and

former Special Agent Turner that Mr, Hoover and the FBI have

been unwilling and unable to penetrate and come to grips with

the underworld. Turner also goes so far as to imply that

Itr, Hoover himself may have been under the influence of organised

crime forces*/' ,

-•

.. chapter Ttyaw^yiVB^^Itleawiats of a Counter-
v . onensive—srmswiri»e« the cases of ' sever*1 --.

high-ranking criminals in La Cosa Nostra '

'-..,"'"'. :--ih'i*ich':.th« f^I-iBveatift|ited ;ft«d collected '.

evidence -for. the, colletions. .";::'-'

.'. ;"'

.

1,
'.. Oeapite' th* .probteais of obtaining'witnesses • to'. ,'/•;,

testify, convictions of higli^eheloa."Ik^ crime. =

';'

are increasing. In cases investigated by the ; FBI in whole or

in part, 281 convictions of organised ;c*iiie
:

. $igures were secured

in fiscml'"ye»r ifc68.

$; The convictions of such hoodlums have consequences

thftt adversely -affect -organised "crime,- These include the creation

]w*.. ''..'- ' ; '• V' ;--'",'- '**V-38
:—



*'
'*>

'of' fear of prosecution among other hoodlums, the closing of

income sources, and a struggle for leadership involving gang f

warfare*

.

": '. s.-i V;
;

-.

;

•$» ,. The elements of an cffective counteroffeaeive •.

'

against organised crime include Federal laws that reach

Into various aspects of the crime group operations} improvement

of local police forces to be more competent and lees corruptible}

the concern of citizens at the grass roots; and a body *% the.'..

federal ;level~«the Organised Crime an4 Racketeering Section

of the ^Department of ''^ustiee~~to aid interagency collaboration*

4 # Anti-FBI propagandists, particularly former

Special Agent Turner and Fred J. Cook, claim that, while ,-

V

Mr v Hoover has failed against ' orgahiised crimCi . tS^ :

/#tim»-iee

. &epartm«ht*s special G#oup m Oxmnimitd- -CMm- of"the lute 10$o»

was necessary^- fe^r a' successful attacir en'.the^or'iiie- syndicates.

Twenty of those at the 1957 Apalachin, Nev York, hoodlum

meeting were convicted under a federal conspiracy charge

promulgated by the Special Group, ft development Applauded hy

Cook. The convictions, however* were- reversedi on appeai'—a

fact admitted by Cook but without his indicating the reasons

which certainly cast doubt on the -Special' Group *s tactics *

The court*s decision of reversal castigated the Group*®

approach as a travesty upon due process, and one judge said

the prosecution should not have been initiated* This, of course,

places Cook in the position of supporting questionable procedures

.in. fighting crime*. ': ''";
-"'.;.',:.'.:.

¥>«/';'• '•" ';. .-.
'•'.

V'^'.
'' .'',-.'-.>:;: .:': .:','' ' "•'.

;

v '.

:

-

' v
•

.

' .'• ',



CBAPTSR TW3BfrY-8|^-—'The TBI and the Concerned
• Clt.4»#tt^-lists eltiftens* responsibilities to '•..

the FBI and closes with a discussion of the
J$l*s piurt in -ta*W
investigatloas* •'

••;
•

1 . ?« our systeni of j^veriwient that
. ie eoaaiitted to

presertisiig * balatice between h^pit^^;unA:,imv0&y^ the ''IBl';perfo'r«8;.
.';"

a dual role of gathering intelligence about forces threatening

otir society and of helping to bring"t© prosecution those forces

which hare violated la*® in crowding; th# line between legitimate

dissent and ; lawtoreiklhgi

.

£».' •;.- tt our system of $reedoa tinder'-, law. is
;

to fee
"

aaintain^'' eiti^^ to 7

break' the lot' no* must the la* be changed eatoept fcy' duly ";;

provided means. In addition, the criminal must not be regarded

as a hero or underdog. To help reduce crime, the public should

also respond positively to suggestions that serve to lessen

crime, such as locking the doors of parked ears*

3. The public owes the FBI—and every other agency

of our Government—in this ti»» of irresponsible and calculated

ra«0)>*«o»gerittg a reiiiisai to repeat orltlcisai until the charges

are checked as to accuracy. 7*
:

4, The FBI should be able to count on coBjmunity interest

In police-improvement programs that »r«t needed to raise law

enforcettoat- 'standards in our Nation,
'

./ii ; .;totbA 'Federal-^

'the- TBI operates u»der a
;
-fi^d\-|»llcyJthat "those- -who' investigate 7-7

$.iĥf.: -
...^.3$.,,*



t t f

must not evaluate , m&. no. mi^mm Ime &een fottiM -tli^t tlic

FBI departs front the policy established in two .executive

6 t There %& n ^vtfylalat that the. FBI's so-called-

^dossiers" op i&cliviclUdl s are receptive to malicious false-*

honil* The FBI does take all types of iitforttatioii, for how

could It select awl reject information from citizens and

agencies without substituting for investigation spsia ."Intuitive"

method to separate fact from falsehood. Also, FBI files must

be confidential in order for it to -remain a neutral .recipient

of data. -

7* The Federal employee security program which was

initiated after Uorid war II was condemned by soie ts a

gigantic "witch-*hunt" ursed by Mr* Hoover 'in his "war" on

liberals nml dissenters, Morris Ernst, a© counsel for the

Amorlean Civil Liberties Union, checked out numerous complaints

znd concluded there was no convincing evidence to support the

charges, Ernst, reporting em his findings in an article,

*H¥hy I So Longer Fear tUe FBI," in the nReader*B Bigcst,"

A-ecejLiber, 1950, notes that the FBI waa being attacked for

coquetin& a "witch-hunt** by some, while others attacked it

for not finding as many .subversives as they thought it- should*

~ 39



BONAROW. OVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLERS GREEN

FALLS CHURCH. VIRGINIA

22044

July 31, 1969

Ufa

i

d^ ^;

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover -^

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Hoover:

May I send for both
of us our very warm thanks for the
autographed copy of your ON COMMUNISMS
We are pleased and proud to have it.

And since we do have it,

we will give our own earlier copy to
our local library. It is a great
gathering place for students ih search
of resource materials; so we trWw
insure there being on the shelves\as
many useful items as we can provides

Sincerely,

o/y — . tjsj

O./o'. -*.S£J
'C3

-VAb
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MAraStt EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) tOI-11.6

UNITED STATES GOl .NMENT

Memorandum
**if

TO

subject:

DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTENTION:

SAC, SALT LAKE CITY

date:

RESEARCH-SATELLITE SECTION
8/5/69

"JHE_EBX-IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY"
BiviSlOU 5 SUMMARY OF CAPTIONED BOOK

The Salt Lake City DivisionHTasaix'eady had
two occasions to utilize the summary of the Y)verstreet(s T

book prepared by the Research-Satellite Section, and found
it to be exceedingly well prepared and most useful. The
brief but very much to-the-point arguments as set/ forth
with regard to each of the controversial points concerned
make the summary exceptionally adaptable to preparing
material for speeches designed to show the falsity of
allegations by certain of the Bureau's detractors.

Whe summary will undoubtedly be useful in the
future in preparing material for public appearances and
in answering questions in connection with these appearances

/ (js- Bureau
/ 1 - Salt Lake City
f RPC : FR

(3)
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September 23, 1869

ro oq cq (n

Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr.

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

Thank you for your comments in the Septem-

ber 19th issue of the Congressional Record regarding our

operations as described in thi Overstreets' book, "TheNPBI

^toOuivOpen Society. " As you indicated, it is a forthright

and factual portrayal of the FBI's activities, and I am

grateful to you for bringing this work to the attention of

your colleagues.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 20

SEP 2 31969

COMM^FBI ~

X Edgar Hoovetf"

1 - Richmond

1 ^ ^1

NOTE: We have had previous cordial relations with Congressman Marsh.

Tolson

DeLoach .

Mohr

Bishop

Casper

Callahan .

Conrad

Felt

Gale

Rosen

Sullivan _
Tavet

HCS^ce1 REC 46 V Iw.
~!@

: B SEF 24 1969

1
A

Trotter

Tele. Room
Holmes —i, . ^n

,

Gandy yiby&T'

* ,,^y-/^<

MAlb-R(

r\

OOM I 1 TELETYPE UNIT I I

C3 Wfi M* iJ'H't
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THEXBLIN OUR OPEN SOCIETY !

HON. JOHN 0. MARSH, JR.
OF VtRCOflA

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 19, 19$9

Mr. MARSH. Mr. Speaker, there was
recently published by the W. W. Norton
& Company, Inc., the book entitled "The
EBIin Our Open Society" by Harry and
Bonaro Overstreet, which I think Is

worthy of mention to members.
\

In their book, "The FBI in Our Open
Society," Harry and Bonaro Overstreet,
present a careful and well-documented
study of the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation, Having become interested In the
work of this investigative and law-en-
forcement agency and having heard tales

of its so-called Interference with the
processes expected in a free society, the
Overstreets set about studying the facts

behind the establishment and operation
of this organization. And what they have
found is presented here In an objective

and highly informative portrayal of the
Bureau and its work.

The book tells the story of the FBI—its

founding and the reason behind its ex-
istence; its relation to the Secret Service,

the Central Intelligence Agency, and the
Justice Department; and its work on the
American scene, especially with regard
to the movements of communism and
civil rights. Throughout there is an acute
awareness of the problems Involved in a
free society where each individual is

granted certain fundamental rights un-
der the Constitution. The place of an
enforcement agency which must protect

the rights of its citizens, but must also

assure the national security ofthe coun-
try becomes a highly deUcate one of care-
ftuTy drawing the Btane between the taeeds

E7684

of its double Jurisdiction. The Overstreets

do not gloss over this difficulty. It is a
very present factor in their presentation.

But because they readily admit the prob-
lems to be faced, they are also able to
show how unfair much of the criticism

leveled against th&£Bl£nd its Director.

J. Edgar Hoover, has beeh.
The Overstreets also point out how

HaoX£Xl&-personal direction of the £SLm
has been to avoid bringing ever increas-
ing ar£?s of Jurisdiction under its au-
thority. They answer criticism of the
agency by pointing out how ambiguous
this criticism has been. While theJEBL.
has been denigrated, for instance, for its

failure to protect the lives of civil rights

workers, it is likewise criticized for the
extent of its authority. The two are in-
compatible. The one implies that the FBI.
should increase its jurisdiction into the
area reserved to State and local law en-
forcement officials while the other asks
for a decrease in the areas over which
thft jFTjfcpjgerclses Its power,
Most importantly, U1U Uuuk shows how

*hP FRT jq limited to areas in which Fed-
eral statutes have been enacted.,. -The

1

agency operates in the fields of intelli-

gence and of law enforcement where
Federal legislation has been passed—and,
as such, the Overstreets show how very
well the Bureau has stayed within its au-
thority. They summarize the essence! of
the complexity of the situation in the
concluding paragraph of the book: \\\

i
The work of tHe

, ffli la far less melodra-
.. matlc than it is often made to appear and
j
far more quietly dramatic than Is commonly

;
realized. The drama stems from its relation-
ship of freedom's enterprise. :

,

I,

This book is an especially valuable ref-

erence for one who wishes to trace
;
the

/history of theJj£Land its performance
. and record in the highly sensitive area
relating to civil liberties. To those who
are concerned about: this aspect of the .

Bureau's operation, it should be reassure J

• To the serious reader, or student, whoj
wants to learn more of the operation; oil

V this highly effective and valuable Amer-J
lean agency, the book is a valuable!

1

f if:

II:

\\\\V

LO
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October 28, 1969

Ligonier, Pennsylvania

Dear

n
AlilHFORMWip^TAIhED.^

Your letter, with enclosure, was received on
October 23rd.

While I wish to be of assistance to you, I am
unable to comment with respect to your specific inquiries since
information in our files must be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice.

Harry and Bonaro Overstreet are authors of "The FBI in Our
Open Society," which is an accurate portrayal of some of the

operations of this Bureau. Over the years the FBI has enjoyed
cordial relations with the Overstreets.

Although it is not possible to send you material on
a continuing basis, I am enclosing some literature which I trust

will be of interest to yon*

Your enclosure is being returned as requested.

Sincerely yours,

Ja Edgar Hoover ^/f

•ft-

Enclosures (4) \\yr av/
An Analysis of the New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism
Director's Testimony 4/17/69 re Organized Crime
Director's Testimony 4/17/69 re Communist, Racial and Extremist Groups
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent.
Bu. Confid, Rpturn Address used on /address label.

CEE:cfi (3) m ,y
MMkfiQ&¥L~J TFLRTYPffUNIT l I

t
c
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October 1969

Director John Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C # .

Dear Sir:

RMAT10N CONTAINED- sj
HEREIN IS DECLASSIFIED /V ,,

3 f

I know you are very ana are aoing a tremendous job to protect

the security of our nation4from those who choose to be our enemies

from within and outside the continental boundaries of the United

State of America, but i would appreciate a service fp©m you on

information on whether or not the . author of n The strange tactics of

Extremism" - Harry Overstreet* is a pasfcstegidtered Communist with the

government or is there sufficient eveidence that he he is a member

of the Communist JParty in the United States*

My reason for asking is this; I am a member of the Herb Philbrick

tt
:MTJ>COMViUNIST CONGRESS » and in a recent discussion with a local

se, ed
liberal pastor who church is a member of NCC, I mention that he

did not act in the best interest of his congregation when~'fre

recommended that his members read the book " The strange tactics of

extremism" and they will learn more febout the right- wingers.

I. mention that^ the author had been publicised as being a member of

known and registered communist organij|^ ion's. Pe reniarit^d.

You can't prove it- you can't prove it. ryold him that if ^dih

^prove it,' would he evaluate his opinion of this man and advise
lOiURfi 1B--N0V 13 1966
his congregation not to read such public aMens. He said, u

e would,

art the facts would have to be official and not heresay orythat he

member of fringe area organizations of the new left. Will you help

me Sir.
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Telephone 002) G3B-6010

ir
UNITED STATES ANTI-COMMUNIST CONGRESS, Inc.

1221 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NORTHWEST WASHINGTON D.C. 20005

RESPONSIBLE A N T I C O M U N I S M

July 8, 1969

Twin, Pa..

Dear

15542

ftUM*™^ CONTAINED

DATiL_SAidk^
jgS^a. ^ ^^

Enclosed you will find the latest edition of the

Washington Intelligence Report, a sample copy of the

Congressional Record, and your membership card*, be
b7C

Sincerely Yours a

waui-onal Director

Dear Sir: Here is the proof of what I have said is true»
l

\ -' "
.

-" '"'. "
"'

......

f.
>

J\. I would like
,
this returned as^ is^ Sir » Thank you,

y/j^ V ..

i ..-
.

.

.

jjV^ Special note* I have taken a job as a free lance reporter with

a news paper that covers alocal area of over 50,000 people and if ybuij

have press releases that can help our people to help themselves pleas

place me on the mailing list to receive these publications and x :'

promise that the people will receive them* jlf~rtf/r hOFl
\/ enclosure y$^ldc$>7J?~~ ft ](

Confi^rtial
r>

.......

::
l..i^iu^?^ogr ..conf^ence^ and pleas e hate what vou :



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1942 EDITION

OSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

Mr. Bishoj

0##y
DATE: 2/26/70

S <?e-^
^._„®XINJ3nB-OPEN^CJETX".
BY HARRY AND BONARO OVERSTREET

Yesterday your offide receive^

1 5K,^W.Npytoirand Cqmpany,I publisher of the above-mentioned
book, which is most favorable in its treatment of the FBI. | [stated >

that his company was over stocked on this particular book, which originally

sold for $6. 95, and he wondered whether the FBI Recreation Association or

the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation would be interested in 17, 000 copies of this

book at $1. 00 per copy.
| j

recalled that the FBI Recreation Association

and the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation had each purchased copies of the book in

the past.

was thanked for his call and, while no encouragement
~^was given to him, he was told that he would be^ called back concerning this

i° matter (area code 212[ Jn New York.^City;)..^:/^

At the present time the Bureau's Library has an ample supply

ar book. No additional copies are needed in the foreseeable

^•^ ^\J^ future * While this would be a good bargain if the books were needed, it is no

\mo ip felt that additional copies should be purchased at this time for sale to Bureau

5^§q{^ employees through the FBI Recreation Association.

£
*t o 8? £ RECOMMENDATION
Oi j£ -

J <—*— ——

—

T • 1

That ]be called back, thanked for his most generous
offer and told that additional copies of the book are not needed at this time by
either the FBI Recreation Association or the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation.

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

DeLoach
Mr. Mohr
Mr . Bishop
Mr. Callahan
Miss Gandy
M. A. Jones

Mr. Sullivan
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arford Junior College
^4012Jhoimas Run Road
Bel. Air, Maryland 21014

PHONE: 36t -734-71>i " " Mr. Callahan..

Mr. Conrad-
Mr. Felt.

I
Mr. Gale

I
Mr. Rosen

I Mr. Sullivan,

Harford Junior College Libra|fi;.^ml
Miss Holmes
Miss 'Gano

May 21, 1970

The J, Edgar Hoover Commission
Washington, D. G.

Dear Sir: Jmaaj ^/%r^*f
I wish to acknowledge with grateful appreciation the gift copy

of Overstreet , IfrmJBI in. Our Open Society recently received by

Harford Junior College Library. It will be made available to the

college community as soon as processed for circulation.

»>i«5'<T.
*y.\0>

ss

REC-15
/oc.//*iJCj££'

S6JUM5 1970^>3 •-

1



lNOIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE

KINSTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28501

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

7^4:&rr
ft

''<&#arsjAr*&7

May 19, 1970

{M/i

Mr. Callahan .

Mr. Conrad

Mr. Felt

Mr. Gale

Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan _

Mr. Tavel

Mr. Soyars

Tele. Room _
Miss Holmej

iL

The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

Thank you for sending me the copy of The FBI
in Our Open Society by the Overstree ts. I look
forward to reading this book and shall place it in
our college library when I finish.

Sincerely,

^

^S*n«

!C^C

Job

b7C

REC18 /^y^//^

MAY f| 197Q

5**J'W9 1970^^
CORRESPtoiENCE



Waxbvn <ilHtlt:targ Qmisgi
BARNESVILLE, GEORGIA

June 8, 1970

J^Sf*^

Mr. Gosper

J

Mr. Cal/ahan
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt 1
Mr. Gale ___

I

Mr. Rosen
Mr. SuJiivan_
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Soyars
TeJe. Room
Miss Holmes..
Miss Gandyj

The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation
Washington, D«C#

Dear Sirs:

is to acknowledge and to express our appreciation for the *. ^J?

ooFTS^^Qyer;street , The FBI in our open society , which you recently t^W
sent to our library.

This book will, I am sure, prove of great interest and great -

-

worth to our students. It is already available to them.

We appreciate your interest in our school as indicated by y°ur /Ti_/&

#s>

SfJ&gs*^

Sincerely,

TZL

Augiisfea ,LambJijn Library
GordQnLMilitary.College
"BarnesvilXe, Georgia 30204

b6
b7C

3 M
EC-64 i'3l

2® JUN J& 1970

f/l

j



fGUILFORD TECHmCAL INSTITUTE
JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 27282?

June 12, 1970

The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs:

With great appreciation the Guilford Technical Institute Library
acknowledges the receipt of The FBI in Our Open Society by Harr;
and Bonaro Overstreet. This book is a welcome addition to oufx^

library/"

Thank you for ypur^consideration.

Sincerely yours,

cc: Dr. Luther Medlin
President, GTI

asper..

Callahan..

Conrad.™
Felt

Gale

Rosen...,.

Sullivan

Tavel

Soyars.-

s. Room._
3 Holmes..

s Gan

(^^

b 6

b7C

jz*yty®
I
s® - Ijjjf^

REfr
1

if
JUN IS^WO

^

WRE

Phone: Grbensboro 292-1101 / High Point 454-1126
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MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

^AtV 5010-106

h
TO

FROM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Mr. Bishop

^W
Tolson .

DeLoach .

DATE: 6/11/70

subjecx^tHE ^BI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" BY HARRY AND-BONARQ.
C^ERiSTREET; PUBLISHED BYW.W, NORTON & COMPANY,

INC., NEW YORK, NEW YORK

When "The FBI In Oar Open Society" by Harry and Bonaro
Over street was first published, the Bureau Library, through the

FBI Recreation Association, ordered what we felt to be an adequate

supply for sale to Bureau employees at the reduced price of $3,75
<0per copy. While the book sold quite well for several weeks, the

5 sales have tapered off, and this seems to be due to the fact that the „

publisher was overstocked and has been selling the book through book
tores for $1.00 per copy or even less.

As a result of the diminishing skies, the Bureau Library has
approximately 1,000 copies of the book on hand. Rather than hold

these books indefinitely and run the risk ol our supply becoming

^w w Hjsompletely worthless, it is felt we should reduce the price to $1. 00

^ss ^\?^Per coPy and so notify the SACs and Bureau officials by routing slip

SSoiRt this time.

^fcto^Sg Mr. Joseph A. Sizoo, President of the FBIRA, is in agreement
^S-^fijpith this proposal.

* ^$^RECOMMENDATION:
*-3 W! <67? : —

^ T|iat the approximately 1,000 copies of "The FBI In Our Open
^ Society,Y\which are on hand, be offered for sale to Bureau employees

OH
xO CO ** ;

s?* *Vr
fev copy, and the employees be notif;

rtf

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 ** Mr, Mohr
1 -Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr./jCallahan

BMS<&T
(6)

5 5JUL1 1970



UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
HOPKINSVILLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HOPKINSVILLE, KENTUCKY 42240

July 13, 1970

Mr. C^T^ao,
Mr. C^raJ..,
Mr. *\M
Mr. Git!©

Mar. Kflsesi

Ms,. Sullivanu

Dfe. Have!

.Mr. Soj^ars;

Miss IflblmessL.

The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation
Washington,
D.C.

Gentlemen: /on OlJMsiM,£
I have received a copy of The FBI In our Open Society

from The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation and am grateful to you
for forwarding this excellent book by the Overstreets to me.
The publication is being placed in our College library for the use

of our many students.

Thank you very much for providing this book to me and
to Hopkinsville Community College.

Very truly yours, A

>ths';5
!S
1

he
hlC

/!
:

?\

«r

dlw

EX-117

REC-51 /0V^f/#&'?£'

JUL 2 4 19

* ?/>
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h TELEGRAM ...

PLAINTEXT

MRS. HARRY A* OVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLERS GREEN
LAKEBARCROFT
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA i

8-19.70

URGENT

all mm:>>:m oommned
HEREIN SS DlCiASSlhED

DATE_5^1ilk__BY^lil3i.^<-

I WAS DEEPLY SADDENED TO LEARN OF Da OVERSTREET'S
'

> -h ;

PASSING AND WANT YOU TO KNOW YOU HAVE MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY.

WORDS CERTAINLY ARE INADEQUATE AT A TIME LIKE THIS, BUT I HOPE

YOU WILL DERIVE SOME MEASURE OF COMFORT FROM ROWING THAT

OTHERS SHARE YOUR SORROW. MY ASSOCLVTES AND I ARE MOST

APPRECIATIVE OF THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE IN THE FBI WERE

PRIVILEGED TO HAVE WITH DR. OVERSTBlIT. YOU CAN BE

JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF *|HE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH HE MADE TO

HIS COUNTRY AND THE HIGH ESTEEM IN WHICH HE IS HELD.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

, .COMWUWKJATIONS SECTION
'

',

'Poison .

Sullivan .

Mohr -.

A

'--.; _:AUG191gO

1 - Mr. Bishop (detached)

1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached)

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

yt - *MrJ lfirenHanw(detached)

, 1 -'Miss Gandy (So^c^^a)

Bishop

Bronnan, C.D. -

Callahan _

CaSper

Conrad ,

Pelt

Gale

Rosen

'^•^T-ii^S^'^NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bisljfp memo dated 8/17/70, captioned^^^
"Dr. Harry A. Overstreet. " Address per Special Correspondents List.

'

• u '

'

•

'

'

FCS:mcb<rf:
(10) ..;

,.,
'

'.'
;

'

. ,

Soynrs__! '• ^flV-
Tele. Room - J tftyr
Holmesflj ,,L^ - Kr .' -

-

;

'

Gand^lfedlBu. MAIL ROOMl I TELETYPE UNIT^~1
Aft J

m
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MAY 1962 EDITION

CSA GEN. REG. NO. ffa

(PtlUHITED STATES GCJPERNMENT

Memorandum

• Tolson _
Sullivan .

Mohr

TO

FROM

Mr. Bishop DATE: 8/17/70

ALL- lltfOSHATWH CONTAINED

Bishop

Brennan, C.D.

Callahan

Casper _

Conrad

Felt

Gale .

subject DR# HARRY A. OVERSTREET

We learned that captioned individual died this morning
As you know, Dr. Overstreet, and his wife Bonaro Overstreet, were
ardent friends and supporters of Mr. Hoover and the FBI. In fact,

t they had just authored an excellent book about the FBI entitled
tTThe

I
FBI In Our Open Society" which has been well received

Dr. Harry Overstreet is the author|of numerous books
and articles and is extremely well known for his scholarship. He
formerly was a university professor and has maintained an active interest

not only in education but also in law enforcement. The Overstreets were
personally known to Assistant to the Director Sullivan. Over the years,

the Bureau received a number of inquiries from citizens accusing the

Overstreets of being either pro- communist or extremely liberal. Actually,£^^
neither in his writings rrxr his speeches did Dr. Overstreet ever inanifest fg
%«S®ftlj4»Mism « Hls recentlDoofcs have been devoted to Kj
alerting the American public to the subversive nature of communism as
well as the evils of extremism of the far right. The Director wrote letters

to Dr. Overstreet on the occasion of both his 80th and 90th birthdays, the

later* being 10/25/65.

4 ; \kj telegram
It is felt the Director would want to write a tefctes of sym-^

pathy to Mrs; :
--- :C^erstreet.

RECOMMENDATION:
|;.-> telegram
That attached ?§$§§¥ be sent to Mrs. Overstreet.

Enclosure

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Encldsure
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure
1 - Mr. Brennan - Enclosure

FCS:dkg/mjl

(7)

4 AUG 25 im
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August 26, 1970

bb
b7C

j^j

ALL mbif!vsl!;^c-iOv-i WH l *u^elu
; fV;

Trites Stationery and Books HERBN IS' ORULnSwU Lu^ i r,>

21 Mts^saga Street last nnjp < m-81 BY^glSL^iC
Oriilia, Ontario, Canada WsHot'^^'^

"

Dear

T

In answer to your inquiry received on Aiigust 21st,

this Bureau does not have for distribution a copy of the book,

'Hoover's FBI: The Men and the Myth, " by William W. Turner.
You may wish to inform your customer that this publication is

nothing more than a collection of old, time-worn, discredited

and grossly inaccurate material of the nature that Turner and
other enemies of this Bureau have repeatedly put out in an effort

to undermine public confidence in the FBI and in me*

Although it is now out of print, I am sending to you,

under sej^rgte^eoyM*, a copy of "The |BI in Our Opes -Society" b
J^rr^aSd Bonar(m¥orstrestwhich you may wish to furnish to your
^itomer. This book contains data concerning some of the vicious

attacks leveled at this Bureau over the years by its most persistent

critics and also sets forth the true facts ^Mh speak for themselves
and completely negate their allegations/

Tolscm _
Sullivan .

Mobr

Bishop _
Brennan, C.D: .

Callahan

Cnspur

Conrad
ft Felt,

Gale

Rosen _
T ave I

Walters .

Soynrs _
Tele. Uoom .

MAILEQ2U Sincerely yours,

;ar

f &

Enclosure1 - Ottawa
Attention; Legal Attache: Neither correspondent nor this book firm
is identifiable in Bufiles.

DCL:llk (5) e; 0...
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STATIONERY AND BOOKS

21; MISSISSAGA STREET EAST - ORILLIA, ONTARIO
Office Supplies and Business Furniture Stationery and Books

TELEPHONES: (705) 326 - 3338 : OFRCE SUPPLY DIVISION: (705)326-4361

August 14, 1970

&-

The Federal Bureau of Investigation_
Pennsylvania Avenue ^ : ~ .

Washington, d. s.
'

^ '

&LL jNfORMATION CONTAINED
- HEREIN -IS. -QNCUSSSFiED

DATE.i^J3$i_BY
Gentlemen: £\\ $ q Q^

We cure interested in obtaining one copy of

"Hoover*sF. 8. I. - The Men and the Myth" f by

W. W* Turner.

As our customer is most anxious to purchase this

book, could you possibly send it to us, or forward to

us the name of a publisher who could supply it*

Thanking you in advance for the attention, I know

this request will meet, we remain,

---^- ..-,-'--. -...-^ --—_.,;_; _ - Yours truly se^^^^
f
_^:

r
_^.,„..

:^ :_

TRITES STATIONERY & BOOKS

EX 106

b6
b7C

SB AUG 2? 1970

eywra--.—^^ag

SffltfKiZKP:

Aft uMir



BONARO W. qVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLER'S GREEN
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

. ,, .. .
-,';,

.

* 22044 ' ' ^,-

; August 2 5, ,19 ?b;

anCDif
Callahan.

r. Casper—

^Pri!:-fff'Ari^%i

$.&-&J

Mr. Tolson.

Mr. S^va^
x.

Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt..

Mr. Gale—^_

Mr;/ J. - Edgar Hoover ^HS^'ja
-

Federal Bureau of 'investigation : v {^/
Washington, fDrCi/; ;

-

; .
- \'.... < -

Dear Mr. Hoover : :

; -'.'-'-..:'" '

; - :x/ ; :;

Thank you ^0^ your generous
telegram and for the: beautiful basket of flowers that ca

from you and .your associates. Both were deeply appreciate
Both, served' as. part; of the ^fabric of ..friendship by which I

felt myself supported: the fabric of friendship and shared
concern. ;'''..';".

'

: >'\". ;

Mr. Rosen—^

—

Mr. Tavel

Mr. Walters-, _
Mr; Sbyars-, _
Tele. Room_
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy ;

"...;'
- 'We have lived here for almost fifteen years,

having bought our house on .October 1, 1955 — less than a

^> mpn :th;_ be&r e; AHar^.^s^.§Oth birthday .. . One morning several years
ago I saw him looking -meditative , with a sort of quiet half-
smile oh his face; so I asked him what he was thinking about.

, He said,, "It doesn't seem quite normal for a person who's had '^

as long and happy a life as I've had to feel that his happiest;
':.; decade began when. he. was eighty . " But he did feel that. We

v both: have found our"'years here enormously educative and re-

(

vwar(3ifig .--. and our relationship with the FBI has been one chief
•--reason for pur having 'found them so. '.'";'..'.- v.. •-

*

"

faX •>;;'; • V;'
,:

v'-
:•" ;

'
' v«"\- " ;"

;;
:

'
: :-.' *..- ; \ ,

:

'
-.""', .-':_

I
'

-

\ '.'"' r
*. •

-
-

.'

v''-.. It dpe^: not seem at all irrelevant, therefore,
jl to include in this letter a word about the deep satisfaction
jfit gave us to have William Sullivan prompted . to his present
jpost. He has become very much part of "our; dwn lives; and; as

-' lour acquaintancjeship has deepened so has our conviction that
(he is one of the most unique (and .intelligent.; and dedicated) <

jpersonalitifes that we have ever been privileged to know.

"

;V
:

-'-4



March '19, 1976

o
Mrs, Harry Overstreet
Northern Virginia Doctors Hospital
601 South Carlyn Spring Road
Arlington, Virginia 22204

Dear Mrs* Overstreet:

Your friends in the FBI were indeed sorry

to learn of your hospitalisation and they all join

me in sending you this note of best wishes. We did

want you to know that our thoughts and prayers are

"wxtitt you and vole wish you a quick and complete recovery.
MAILED 6

Sincerely,

Clarence * Kelle1

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm,

Dep. AO Inv. _

Asst. Dir.:

Admin.

Comp. Syst. _
Ext. Affairs _
Files & Com. .

Gen. Inv.

Ident.

Inspection

Intel).
:

NOTEs Mr /and Mrs. Overstreet wrote a book about the FBI
and our relations with them over the years have been cordial,
S& | I was telephonically advised that
Mrs. Overstreet suffered a heart attack and is in the
Northern Virginia Doctors Hospital.

A
,

awtiacr (3)

:
A

'

*
APPROVED: fJ<J^$^ComP< Syst^W laboratory...., * @ MAR 22? 978
Assoc. Dir...J.A<C-\Pl Ext. Affairs/j{^/>^ Legal Coun.-.

Dep. AD Adm Gen. Inv Plan. & Eval. .?

Dep, AD Iny Ident Rec/Mgnit.,

Asst, Dir.: Inspection Spec. Inv......

Admin . „.. intell Training [J\

'£&£Z&
<M

Laboratory _
Plan. & Eval

Spec. Inv. —
Training _

Legal Coun,

Telephone Rm

OUeclor See'y

%^ fs
2 n
U

MAIL ROOM LZZ1

o u 1976
TELETYPE UNIT I 1

GPO.:
7
1975 O - 569-920
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April 26, 1976

..A

CJ
KB- 85

^
J '̂

I®,

Mrs* Harry Overstreet
3409 Fiddler's Green
Palls Church, Virginia 22044

Dear Mrs, Overstreet

i

work of-

I was pleased to learn from your letter of
April 18th that you are out of the hospital and regaining
your strength* .,.. , v-*w

I have heard^il^ x^kd;}xi6^Ming but compliments of the
3/ou and your late husb&id:'r^ it would indeed be a
pleasure to meet you. %^1^&0^. 'p^$^c^ my office and my
Secretary will arrange ^a.v,^ut:uai'ly convenient time and date.

MAIL© 6

21

Sincerely yours,

*y

Clarence M* Kelley
Director

- Enclosure

be
b7C

1 -Mr. Moore - Enclosure
1 - Telephone Room - Enclosure
felff ;-.".
6'Tfi.":l£g|^ T

and Mrs, Overstreet wrote a book about the FBI
and,, our" relations with them over the years have been
cordial, fp Mrs. Overstreet suffered a heart attack and Mr.
j^elley extended his best wishes for a quicksand complete
"r^So^exy by letter 3-19-76.

MNsglh (6)
$T

Laboratory .

Legal Court. —

_

Plan.&Eval.

Spei

Troining
, ,.,

Telephone Rn^lL^

Director Sec'yij^—tt

,fK^PPROVED:v^ \, Assoc. Dir....

Dep. AD Adm...*.

Oep. AD lnv„

Asst-Dir.:

Coflip-SyflUtfr/
Laboratory,

Ex?. Affalrs^W**^«8al Coun * ' '*'*

.g n< hlv \L Plan. & Evali.i.»««.«*

lnspectiX?Z--- Spec* irtv,.,,,,^*,^

RX)R TELETYPE UNIT I I
GPO : 1975 O - 594-120
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BONARO W. OVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLER'S GREEN
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

22Q44
;

;.';'..: April 18, 1976

Assoc. Oir.

Dep.-A.D-Adm..

Dep.-A.D.-Inv—

Asst/m*\:
A&rvl

Cor^.p, • Syst.

Ext. Affair

Gen. Inv.

Xdent.

Inspection

Intell. „•::._

Laboratory

hegal Conn
Plan & Sval

Rec..M^mt. ,

Spec -I

Trsin'-*:^g -jQk^Q^

Mr. Clarence Kel ley :; \.

Director. // ''V
"":'

:

'

'

:

:

./
v
'//.'•///-: ;rv: ^'"•"

fbi '; ' >:,
: '- '•*"- .>' -

;

:v/-^'
;:

'

:

V:';,;-

United States Department of "Justice
Washington/ D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Kel ley,. : \ ;' / r

^

; M to you for the, generous letter
you sent while I was in the, hospital., I appreciated it very
much indeed^ - I Hm at. home again and am; gradually regaining
strength.- y^y:

f \-'i<--t\ '
'

A '- ' -'.''''. :

-'
:

*
:

.

--' :

-'/ /-..-' •'--
:*.
> -

;
^

:
'

:

//l^^ to % something^ that
I have been tempted to say ever since you became Director"'— o
at 1ea s b ever;; since ;the^ p$:ttern o f your^rdir e ctpr ship ;began -to
take visible shape. What has held me back has been a reluctan
to intrude upon your busyness.

Sometime /if there ever is a time of respite for
you, and if ,1 am again able to trek into the city/ I would greatl
value a chance to meet you. This is not a self-indulgent wish.
The fact is that; because of our authorship of the book, I am asked
so many questions about the FBI and where it is going that 3 thinkl^
I could be more useful if I knew more. Obviously, I am not asking
for inside information; but when I am asked about you and how you
are handling things, I find it a practical disadvantage* to have
to say that I/have ,

ney§ir met you. John Malone, incidentally,
agrees with me on this: he' thinks I should become acquainted.

Use your own judgment about this. I simply want
you to know that % am, in all the informal ways that open up for
me, still' trying to emphasize the merits of the Bureau^

v..'-.-.".---.,;,-;/.-. ; ';;;

:^W *?&- Wjo-®-***
; r

: Sincerely, >"

//.

Copy made for . Iei© 5

m^M^yiR/i^'" 'LA
Bonaro Wi^verstree

^
<$ APft~&© 1976

^n\.,rv : 0Z$^
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UNITED STATES ^S/ERfJMENT

Memorandum
TO : Krffo Moore date: 11-4-76

from : C. P. Monroe^')

SUBJECT: MRS. B0NAR0 Wy OVERSTREET
3409 FIDDLERS GREEN
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA
(703) 256-4144
DINNER INVITATION EXTENDED TO THE DIRECTOR
AND HIS WIFE

PURPOSE

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD Inv. „

Asst. Dir.:

Admin.

To advise the Director of Mrs. Overstreet 's dinner
invitation to Mr. and Mrs . Kelley.

SYNOPSIS

:

h6
b7C

Mrs. Bonaro W. Overstreet, co-author of "The FBI
in Our Open Society, "on October 29, 1976, telephonically
advised she had seen Mr. Kelley in late July, 1976, and
indicated she would call the Director to arrange a convenient
time for him to have dinner at her home. Mrs. Overstreet now
was calling to invite the Director and his wife to dinner at
a time and date to be left to Mr. Kelley f s discretion. She
indicated she would like Mr. Kelley to return her call for
the above-stated purpose. Mrs. Overstreet indicated she would ;/#

thereafter forward to the Director directions to her home,
should Mr. Kelley accept her invitation. Bufiles reflect a
cordial relationship with Mrs. Overstreet and her now-deceased
husband, Dr. Harry A. Overstreet, in the past. Records indicate
Mrs. Overstreet met with the Director on June 29, 1976, at FBI
Headquarters. There is no record of her meeting with the Director
in July, 1976. y^_yy^-yjf_
RECOMMENDATIONS

:

REC-86 rff^r i
1) That, should the Director desire to accept

Mrs. Overstreet's dinner invitation, he (Mr. Kellej^^elect
a convenient date and time

.

£jZS^3l-S3 Ok^S^ES?

^

1 - Mr. Moore
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt
i-i i

1 - Telephone Room
WET: sir (8)_ \ru)fo

a/

j&

*t^ m DEC 1 m

'^
»c»

&«"

CON^|P0ED -

S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

kW



*

Monroe to Moore memo
RE: MRS. BONARO W. OVERSTREE.T

2) That, following the Director's decision, this
memorandum be returned to the Research Section, External
Affairs Division, in order that Mrs. Overstreet can be
accordingly advised.

APPROVED: Adm.. Serv. Legal Coun „,Z
Ext Affalrs.„.Y^!!\ Plan. & Inspi

.

Director..... .... £m\ & Pvn Rec. Mgt.._,

Assoc. Dir*^^^^4^e
'lvj

nv - - S> & T. Serv «

Dep. AD Adm.o.^^^^nt ,...., Spec. Inv,..

DETAILS : 171 ¥ Dep. AD *nv......_£ jntell „.._..„ Trainings

On October 29, 1976, Mrs. Bonaro W. Overstreet
co-author of "The FBI in Our Open Society" telephonically
contacted the Director's Office and was referred to the
External Affairs Division Interview Room.

Mrs. Overstreet stated that she knows /the Director
personally and had, visited him at FBIHQ in late July, 1976.
At that time, she had indicated she would call the Director
and arrange a convenient time for him to have dinner at her
home

.

Mrs. Overstreet advised that the purpose of her present
call was to invite the Director and his wife to dinner at her
home, the date and time of which would be left to the Director '

s

discretion. She indicated she would like the Director to
return her call for the above-stated purpose.

Mrs. Overstreet advised she has forwarded no written
invitation because she has only limited use of her right
hand. Should Mr. Kelley accept her invitation, she would
forward to him (Mr. Kelley) the necessary directions to her
residence. '

INFORMATION IN BUFILES ;

!

Bufiles indicate Bonaro W. Overstreet and her scholar-
author husband, Dr. Harry A. Overstreet, co-authored "The FBI
in Our Open Society," which was released for sale in 1969 and
concluded that the FBI has capably and properly stood as a
defense of law and the rights of citizens. The Bureau has

2 - CONTINUED - OVER
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&y *
Monroe to Moore > me*rio —:
RE: MRS/ BQNARQ W. OVERSTREET

maintained a cordial relationship with the Overstreets over the
years.- Dr. Overstreet passed away in 1970. Mr. Kelley by letter
dated 3-13-76 / extended his best wishes for a quick and
complete recovery to Mrs . Overstreet'when she was hospitalized
for a heart attack. Mirs. Overstreet , by letter 4-18-76,
expressed a desire to meet the Director; and, by letter
4-24-76

f Mr .Kelley agreed to such a meeting on a mutually
convenient da

r
te. Records indicate that Mrs. Overstreet met

with Mr. Kelley on 6-29-76 at FBIHQ. Possibly, at that meeting
Mrs. Overstreet mentioned extending a dinner invitation to
Mr. Kelley at a future date. There is no record of Mrs. Overstreet
meeting with Mr. Kelley in July, 1976.

- 3




