
















































































































































































































































































































































































McDIVITT 

years. Then I came out here to Anaheim, and I've been here 

for 3 years now. So I'm back in the aerospace business. 

H: How do you like the difference between the east and the 
west? 

M: I like the west better. I really do. I spent a lot of time 

in Washington working for Rockwell. Washington activities 

reported to me when I first came to Rockwell. I was in 

charge of strategic management which included acquisitions, 

divestitures, strategic planning, science and technology, 

engineering, and then later on I got all the Washington 

affairs. Moving out here to California, I've been working 

in the electronics businesses for the last 3 years. 

H: Do you still have any affiliation with the Air Force? 

M: Sentimentally, yes, and I belong to the Air Force 

Association, and I participate that way, but not anything on 

a day-to-day basis. We do a lot of work for the Air Force 

as contractors for them, and they are our biggest customer 

in our electronics businesses. I'm very careful to not get 

my former Air Force experience tangled up with my present 

business experience. Like I said, I'm very sticky about the 

ethical parts of those things. still I have a very warm 

spot in my heart for the Air Force. 

H: That's about all the questions I have. Are there any 

particular areas or subjects that I didn't mention that 

you'd like to bring out before we close out? 

M: I think probably the really key thing is that my life was 

sort of at a crossroads when the Korean War started. As I 
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mentioned earlier, I'd graduated from high school intending 

to go to college, didn't have enough money, worked for a 

year, went back to junior college for 2 years, got a 

scholarship to Michigan state, still didn't have enough 

money to even accept the ' scholarship , went back to work. It 

was with the intent of working for a couple of years. I 

think in reality if I'd really worked for a couple of years, 

I would have been 23 years old, going back to college as a 

junior, another 2 years, I wonder if I would have really 

made it through. It would have been very difficult. I 

could have gotten married along the way, and that would have 

been even more difficult. So when the Korean War started, I 

almost got in the Army and then that flash of brilliance in 

the middle of the night that woke me up and figured out a 

way to get in the Air Force. Those things really turned my 

whole life around, and they provided me the opportunity to 

do all the things I did. It made, I think, really a 

different person out of me than I would have been if I'd 

gone that other direction. However unknown it might be. 

H: Have any of your children gone into the Air Force? 

M: No. As a matter of fact, none of them have. My older son 

wanted to be a pilot very badly. He wanted to get into the 

Marines. A few things happened so he really couldn't get 

in. My younger son, when he graduated from high school, 

decided very abruptly that he wanted to go to the Air Force 

Academy, and he wanted to be a pilot too, and was accepted. 

He decided very late. Fortunately, he was a good swimmer, 

so I k.new that if you are a good athlete the coaches have a 

lot of ways. Anyway, I called the coach, and he told me 

that if I had been an officer, which I had been, I could get 

a Presidential appointment, but we had to have the 
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application in Friday. This was Monday. We found an 

application, xeroxed it, filled it out, sent it in. My son 

was accepted. He had his interviews and all those things. 

It was getting close to where he was going to have to leave 

in the summer. He was still in school, but very close to 

graduation, when one night he came down and said, "Dad, 

would you be upset if I didn't go into the Air Force?" I 

said, "No. I want you to do whatever you want to do. But 

would you mind telling me why you don't want to do that?" 

Because he really wanted to fly and he thought the military 

was good and all that. He said, "Well, I've been sitting up 

in my room thinking. I'm 17 years old, and I've got to 

spend 4 years going to the Air Force Academy. It would be a 

little while after I got out before I can go to pilot 

training. I've got to go to pilot training for over a year. 

Then I've got a 5-year commitment at the end of that." He 

said, "That's 11 years. Eleven years is over two-thirds of 

my whole life so far. I don't really think that I can 

commit to anything for 11 years. I like the Air Force, and 

I'd really like to fly, but I just don't want to commit to 

do something for the next 11 years. I'll be 28 when I'm 

through." I said, "Well, whatever you want." So he decided 

not to go to the Air Force. He went to Notre Dame instead 

and he's perfectly happy. 

H: What did he major in? 

M: Well, he was a business major. He started in engineering, 

switched to business, and graduated, and then went to law 

school, got a law degree. He's in investment banking now, 

and he thinks he wants to go back to school and get an MBA 

in finance and really be an investment banker the rest of 
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his life. I've got another son, my older son, who is a 

business major. He's working for Braniff Aircraft Company 

in Dallas in Army missiles. My older daughter, Ann, is 

married to a fellow who works for Rockwell in Atlanta, 

Georgia, and they build air-to-ground, air-to-air for Army 

and guided bombs for the Air Force, so they've got a little 

association with the Air Force there. My youngest daughter, 

Katie, is a junior at the University of California, 
Berkeley. 

Incidentally, I didn't mention along the way that I flew in 

space in 1965, and Katie was born a year afterwards in 1966, 

so she was the first baby that was born after her father had 

been up in space. So they did a few medical experiments 

with her when she was a young baby, nothing of any great 

consequence. A couple of pediatricians followed her 

progress very closely for a few years, and it was obvious 

she was just as normal as anybody else, so they all gave up 
on that. 

H: Well, if you don't have anything further. 

M: I don't think I have anything else, Jim. There's probably 

another 45 hours of rambling we could do, but there's the 
highlights, I think. 

H: On behalf of the Air Force History Program I certainly 

appreciate you taking the time and interest in our program. 

M: Well, I'm pleased to be of help. As I said, the Air Force 

and I are still friends. 

(End Tape 6, Side 2) 

(End OH Interview '1747) 
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