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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310 

CS ( P e e r s  I n q u i r y )  1 4  March 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

CHIEF OF STAFF, US ARMY 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r  o f  T r a n s m i t t a l  

.1. P u r s u a n t  t o  your  d i r e c t i v e  o f  26 November 1969, I have 
completed t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  
su r round ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Army i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  i n c i d e n t s  
which o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i c d  16-19 March 1968 i n  Son 
My V i l l a g e ,  Quang Ngai P rov ince ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

2 .  Forwarded he rewi th  i s  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

/cAW .  R.  PEERS 
1 I n c l  
a s  L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l ,  USA 
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1 4  March 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

CHIEF O F  STAFF, U S  ARMY 

SUBJECT: F i n a l  Report  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

I would l i k e  t o  record  my concurrence i n  t h e  b a s i c  f i nd -  
ings  of  t h e  r e p o r t  and my s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  manner i n  
which t h e  Inqu i ry  has  been conducted by LTG Peers .  I am s a t i s -  
f i e d  t h a t  every  reasonable  e f f o r t  has been made t o  determine 
the  f u l l  f a c t s  surrounding t h e  o r i g i n a l  Army i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
t he  i n c i d e n t s  and t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  f a i r l y  r eco rds  what was found. 

S ince  jo in ing  t h e  Inqu i ry  on Oecember 5 ,  1969, M r .  Jerome 
K .  Walsh, Jr . ,  and I ,  a s  c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  counse l ,  have se rved  
a s  i n t e g r a l  members of  t h e  Inqu i ry  team. Our advice  has  been 
con t inua l ly  s o l i c i t e d  i n  t h e  course  of  t h e  Inqu i ry  and our  
sugges t ions  a s  t o  i s s u e s  t o  be examined and in format ion  t o  be 
sought have been consc i en t ious ly  pursued.  We f u l l y  p a r t i c i p -  
a t e d - i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of w i tnes ses ,  t h e  review of t h e  e v i -  
dence and t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t .  While t h e r e  have been 
many a s p e c t s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  and t o  a complete r e p o r t  
which go beyond a layman's sphere  of  knowledge, every  a t tempt  
was made by LTG Peers  and members of h i s  team t o  prov ide  us  
wi th  t h e  background in format ion  r e q u i r e d  t o  e n l a r g e  o u r  p a r t i c -  
i p a t i o n .  

I t  became c l e a r  t o  me i n  t h e  course  of t h e  Inqu i ry  t h a t  
t he  r e sou rces  and t e c h n i c a l  competence of  t h e  Army i t s e l f  were 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  a sound, thorough and e f f e c t i v e  examination of 
t h i s  m a t t e r .  I am convinced t h a t  it was d e s i r a b l e  from t h e  
po in t  of view of  t h e  p u b l i c  and of  a l l  concerned t h a t  t h i s  
ma t t e r  i n  t h e  f i rs t  i n s t a n c e  be f u l l y  examined by t h e  Army. 
I b e l i e v e  it has  been w e l l  done. 

AOBERT M ~ C & T E  
S p e c i a l  Counsel 
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C h a p t e r  I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. PURPOSE OF THE I N Q U I R Y  

On 26 November 1969, t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f ,  US Army, i s s u e d  a j o i n t  memorandum d i r e c t i n g  
Lieutenant  General William R.  Peers  t o  exp lo re  t h e  na tu re  and 
scope of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Army i n v e s t i q a t i o n s  o f  what occurred on 
16 March 1968 i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  Quang Ngai Province,  Republic 
o f  Vietnam, and t o  determine: 

1. The adequacy o f  such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  and 
subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  chain of command; 
and 

2 .  Whether any suppress ion  o r  withholdinq of informat ion  
by persons involved i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  had t aken  p l a c e  ( Inc lo -
s u r e  1). 

The same memorandum s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  Inqui ry  would b e  con-
cerned wi th  t h e  time pe r iod  beqinning March 1968 and cont inuinq 
u n t i l  r e c e i p t  by t h e  Secre ta ry  o f  Defense and o t h e r s  o f  informa-
t i o n  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  a l e t t e r  da ted  29 March 1969 
( Inc losure  2 )  . It was f u r t h e r  provided t h a t  t h e  Inquiry would 
n e i t h e r  inc lude  nor  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  
p rogress .  M r .  Bland W e s t ,  A s s i s t a n t  General Counsel of t h e  Army, 
was named as General Peers  ' deputy f o r  purposes of t h e  Inqui ry .  

B .  SCOPE OF THE I N Q U I R Y  

The primary focus o f  t h e  Inqu i ry  has been on t h e  subsequent 
r e p o r t s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  r a t h e r  than  on 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ;  however, it became apparent  a t  an e a r l y  
s t a g e  t h a t  t h e  adequacy of t h o s e  r e p o r t s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  could  
n o t  b e  eva lua ted  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  wi thout  a thorough understanding 
of what a c t u a l l y  took p lace  dur inq  Task Force (TF) B a r k e r ' s  



e 


opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on 16-19 March 1968.* Addition-
a l l y ,  knowledge of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  f a c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  those  r e l a t -  
ing  t o  t h e  commission of a t r o c i t i e s ,  was e s s e n t i a l  t o  a determi-
na t ion  a s  t o  whether t h e r e  had been any subsequent suppress ion  
o r  withholding of informat ion  by persons having a  duty  t o  r e p o r t .  

or t h e s e  reasons ,  t h e  scope of t h e  Inqu i ry  inc luded a com-
p l e t e  examination i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  throughout .TF 
~ a r k e r ' sa r e a  of opera t ions  (AO) dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  16-19 March 
1968, t o g e t h e r  wi th  an e x p l o r a t i o n  o f , t h e  f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
a t r o c i t i e s  committed i n  t h e  course  of such opera t ions .  The 
l a t t e r  a spec t  was pursued i n  s u f f i c i e n t  depth  t o  determine t h e  
s u b s t a n t i v e  f a c t s  concerning such a t r o c i t i e s ,  b u t  no d i r e c t  
e f f o r t  was' made t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  l i a b i l i t y  of p a r t i c -  
u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  v i o l a t i o n s  of c r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e s  
o r  t h e  law of war. The Of f i ce  of t h e  Provost  Marshal General 
of t h e  Army assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  
p o s s i b l e  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  J u l y  1969, and c e r t a i n  test imony and 
o t h e r  evidence developed i n  t h e  course  of t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
have been made a v a i l a b l e  and incorpora ted  i n  t h e  record  of 
t h i s  Inqu i ry .  

C .  ORGANIZATION AND GENERAL CONDUCT O F  THE I N Q U I R Y  

General Peers  informed t h e  Chief of S t a f f  and Secre ta ry  of  
t h e  Army on 30 November 1969 t h a t  he in tended t o  proceed by: 

1. Reviewing t h e  f a c t s  then  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  background i n f o r -  
mation; 

2 .  C o l l e c t i n g  p e r t i n e n t  o f f i c i a l  records  of  u n i t s  i n  V i e t -
nam; 

3 .  Locating and i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a l l  wi tnesses  known o r  d e t e r -  
mined t o  have informat ion  bea r ing  on t h e  i n c i d e n t ;  and 

4 .  Prepar ing  a r e p o r t  on t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
inc lud ing  a p p r o p r i a t e  f ind ings  and recommendations ( I n c l o s u r e  3 ) .  

*By memorandum t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of 
S t a f f ,  US Army, da ted  2 1  January 1970 ( I n c l o s u r e  6) , General 
Peers poin ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  name "My Lai ( 4 )  I' used on some US 
maps was a misnomer i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  commonly used by 
t h e  Vietnamese and t h a t  t h e  opera t ions  of  TF Barker under inves-  
t i g a t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  hamlets  and subhamlets of 
Son My Vi l l age .  On 2 February 1970, t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army 
and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  US Army, confirmed t o  General Peers  t h a t  
e x p l o r a t i o n  of m a t t e r s  throughout a l l  of Son My V i l l a g e  was con-
s i d e r e d  t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  scope of t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  ( I n c l o s u r e  7 )  . 



On t h a t  same d a t e ,  General Peers  a l s o  recommended t h a t  a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  lawyer be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team 
i n  o r d e r  t o  promote p u b l i c  r ecogn i t ion  and acceptance of t h e  ob- 
j e c t i v i t y  of t h e  Inqui ry  and t o  enhance i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  ( Inc lo -
s u r e  4 ) .  I n  response t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army 
obta ined t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  Robert MacCrate, Esq., a p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  
N e w  York law f i r m  of S u l l i v a n  & Cromwell and a  Vice P r e s i d e n t  -of 
both  t h e  New York S t a t e  Bar Associa t ion  and t h e  Assoc ia t ion  of 
t h e  Bar of t h e  Ci ty  of New York, who agreed t o  s e r v e  a s  s p e c i a l  -
counsel .  Jerome K .  Wa-lsh, Jr. ,  Esq., of t h e  New York law f i rm 
of Walsh f F r i s c h ,  was appointed a s s o c i a t e  s p e c i a l  counsel .  

An i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team of Department of t h e  Army personne l ,  
i n c l u d i n g  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s  having ex tens ive  exper ience  i n  
b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  combat opera t ions  i n  Vietnam and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
and suppor t  personnel ,  was assembled t o  a s s i s t  General Peers .  
Addi t ional  personnel  were added t o  t h e  team a s  requirements  be- 
came more c l e a r l y  de f ined .  F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  organ- 
i z a t i o n ,  procedures,  and methods employed i n  t h e  course  of t h e  
Inqui ry  a r e  set  f o r t h  i n  Inc losure  3. 

On 9 December 1969, t h e  Inqui ry  was o f f i c i a l l y  des ignated  a s  
"The Department of t h e  Army Review of t h e  Pre l iminary  Inves t iga -  
t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  I n c i d e n t "  ( I n c l o s u r e  5)  and was given t h e  
s h o r t  t i t l e  of "The Peers  Inqu i ry . "  

The f i r s t  phase of t h e  Inqui ry  began a t  t h e  Pentagon on 2 
December 1969 wi th  t h e  t a k i n g  of test imony from wi tnesses  and t h e  / 

c o l l e c t i o n  and review of documentary evidence.  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  of 
wi tnesses  proceeded on a 6-day p e r  week b a s i s ,  and by 24  Decem-
b e r ,  39 wi tnesses  had given test imony,  some of them on more than  
one occasion.  Simultaneously,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team was assem-
b l i n g  and s tudy ing  numerous d i r e c t i v e s ,  o r d e r s ,  logs ,  r e p o r t s ,  
maps, photographs, and o t h e r  e v i d e n t i a r y  m a t e r i a l s  b e a r i n g  upon 
t h e  mat te r s  under review. On 1 3  December, two o f f i c e r s  depar ted  
f o r  Vietnam t o  provide t h e  team with c-ontinuing in-country repre-
s e n t a t i o n  and t o  complete arrangements f o r  t h e  Vietnam phase of 
t h e  Inqu i ry .  

On 26 December, General Pee r s ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s p e c i a l  counsel ,  
and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team depar ted  f o r  Vietnam. 
Other members of t h e  team, under d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  deputy, M r .  
W e s t ,  cont inued t o  examine a d d i t i o n a l  wi tnesses  a t  t h e  Pentagon 
6.uring t h e  pe r iod  General Peers  was i n  Vietnam. 

The Vietnam phase of t h e  Inqu i ry ,  which continued from 28 De- 
cember 1969 u n t i l  8 January 1970, involved t h e  t a k i n g  of 
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testimony from o r  in te rv iews  wi th  key personnel  throughout t h e  
US m i l i t a r y  chain  of command, US c i v i l i a n  personnel ,  o f f i c i a l s  
of t h e  Government of Vietnam, Army Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) 
o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  and Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  r e s i d -  
ing  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a .  Documents cons idered  r e l e v a n t  
t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  were obta ined from var ious  headquar te r s ,  inc lud-
ing  US M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Command, Vietnam (USMACV); US Army, 
Vietnam (USARV); I11 Marine Amphibious Force (I11 MAF) ; America1 
~ i v i s i o n ;  and t h e  11th I n f a n t r y  Brigade. Fur the r  documentation 
was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  team by va r ious  Republic of Vietnam 
(RVN) o f f i c i a l s  and ARVN headquar ters .  General Pee r s ,  t h e  c i v i l -  
i a n  s p e c i a l  counsel ,  and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team 
made an o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  of c e r t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  w i t h i n  
Son My V i l l a g e ,  and o t h e r  such a r e a s  were c l o s e l y  inspec ted  by 
General Peers  a t  very low a l t i t u d e  u t i l i z i n g  an OH-6,  a  smal l ,  
observat ion-type h e l i c o p t e r .  Two members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
team remained i n  Vietnam t o  cont inue  t h e  assembling of documents 
and t o  o b t a i n  f u r t h e r  informat ion  from in-country wi tnesses  a s  
developments i n d i c a t e d  t h e  need. 

The t h i r d  phase of t h e  Inqui ry  began wi th  t h e  r e t u r n  of 
General Peers  and p a r t y  t o  Washington on 8 January 1970. During 
h i s  absence, t h e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  team working under M r .  West i n  
Washington had i n t e r r o g a t e d  4 1  a d d i t i o n a l  wi tnesses .  I n  o r d e r  
t o  enable  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  every person who 
might reasonably be expected t o  have usefu!. informat ion  wi thout  
unduly de lay ing  completion of t h e  Inqu i ry ,  General Peers  e s t ab-  
l i s h e d  t h r e e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams t o  t a k e  test imony concur ren t ly .  
A f o u r t h  team w a s  added l a t e r  f o r  a l i m i t e d  purpose.* This  pro- 
cedure made it p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Inqui ry  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  a t o t a l  
of 399 wi tnesses ,  some of them on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  occas ions ,  
and n e v e r t h e l e s s  complete t h e  t a k i n g  of test imony by 7  March 
1970. 

E d i t i n g ,  reviewing,  and summarizing of t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  of 
test imony,  p r e p a r a t i o n  of e x h i b i t s ,  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  i s s u e s  and 
evidence,  and d r a f t i n g  of p o r t i o n s  of t h e  r e p o r t  were c a r r i e d  
forward by o t h e r  members of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team concur ren t ly  
with t h e  t a k i n g  of test imony.  Consequently, upon t h e  completion 

*During t h e  opera t ion  of TF Barker on 16-19 March 1968, two 
r i f l e  companies were employed on o f f e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son 
My Vi l l age  a r e a .  The t h i r d  r i f l e  company, A/3-L I n f ,  was em-
ployed e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  a  b locking p o s i t i o n  n o r t h  of Son My. The 
f o u r t h  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  check o u t  a l e a d  of 
p o s s i b l e  misconduct by A Company. No r e l i a b l e  evidence of mis-
conduct was developed and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of A 
Company a r e  n o t  given d e t a i l e d  t r ea tment  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  



o f  hea r ings  i n  e a r l y  March and d e s p i t e  t h e  v a s t  volume of  as-
sembled evidence,  General Peers was i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  complete 
h i s  review and a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  evidence and t o  p repare  t h i s  r e -
p o r t  w i t h i n  a minimum o f  t ime. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 

26 November 1969 

i MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL WILLIAM R. PEERS 

! 218-34-7471 

I SUBJECT: Directive for Investigation 

Confirming o r a l  instructions given you on 24 November 1969, you 
a r e  directed to explore the nature and the scope of the original U. S. 
Army investigation(s) of the alleged My Lai (4) incident which occurred 
16 March 1968 in  Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. Your 
investigation will include a determination of the adequacy of the investiga- 
t i o n ( ~ )o r  inquiries on this subject, their  subsequent r e ~ e w s  and reports  
within the chain of command, and possible suppression o r  withholding of 
information by persons involved in  the incident. 

Your investigation will be concerned with the t ime period beginning 
March 1968 until Mr .  Ronald L. Ridenhour sent his le t ter ,  dated 
29 March 1969, to the Secre tary  of Defense ,and others.  The scope of 
your investigation does not include, nor will i t  interfere  with, ongoing 
criminal investigations i n  progress .  

The procedures contained in AR 15-6 a r e  authorized for such use 
a s  may be required. 

You a r e  authorized to select  and use  on a full- t ime basis  officer 
and civilian members  of the Army whom you deem necessary  for  the 
conduct of the investigation. Your deputy i s  designated a s  Mr. Bland 
West, Assistant General Counsel, Department of the ~ r m y .  Should 
you require  other assistance, please le t  us know. 

You will inform us a t  an  ear ly  date of the expected completion date 
of your report .  

t I c r " 1 ~ .  
Stanle R. Resor 

General, U. S. Army Secre tary  of the Army 
Chief of 'Staff 
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M r .  Ron R i d e n h o u r  
1 4 1 6  E a s t  Thomas Road /I104 
P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a  

March  2 9 ,  1 9 6 9  

G e n t l e m e n : 

I t  w a s  l a t e  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 6 8  t h a t  I f i r s t  h e a r d  o f  
" P i n k v i l l e "  a n d  w h a t  a l l e g e d l y  h a p p e n e d  t h e r e .  I r e c e i v e d  
t h a t  f i r s t  r e p o r t  w i t h  some s k e p t i c i s m ,  b u t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
m o n t h s  I was  t o  h e a r  s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s  f r o m  s u c h  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  
o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  i t  became  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e  t o  d i s b e l i e v e  t h a t  
s o m e t h i n g  r a t h e r  d a r k  a n d  b1ood.y d i d  i n d e e d  o c c u r  s o m e t i m e  
i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 6 8  i n  a v i l l a g e  c a l l e d  " P i n k v i l l e "  i n  th .e  R e p u b l i c  
o f  V i e t  N a m .  

The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  my h a v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t s  I ' m  a b o u t  t o  r e l a t e  n e e d  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I w a s  i n d u c t e d  
i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 6 7  i n t o  t h e  U .  S .  Army. A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  v a r i o u s  
t r a i n i n g  I was  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  7 0 t h  I n f a n t r y  D e t a c h m e n t  (LRP) ,  
l l t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  a t  S c h o f i e l d  B a r r a c k s ,  H a w a i i ,  
i n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 6 7 .  T h a t  u n i t ,  t h e  7 0 t h  I n f a n t r y  D e t a c h -  
m e n t  (LRP) ,  w a s  d i s b a n d e d  a week  b e f o r e  t h e  l l t h  B r i g a d e  
s h i p p e d  o u t  f o r  V i e t  N a m  o n  t h e  5 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 6 7 .  A l l  
o f  t h e  men f r o m  whom I l a t . e r  h e a r d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e "  
i n c i d e n t  w e r e  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  " C "  Company, 1s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  2 0 t h  
I n f a n t r y ,  l l t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e .  I w a s  r e a s s i g p e d  t o  
t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  o f  H e a d q u a r t e r s  H e a d q u a r t e r s  Company l l t h  
L IB .  A f t e r  we h a d  b e e n  i n  V i e t  Nam f o r  3 t o  4  m o n t h s  many o f  
t h e  men f r o m  t h e  7 0 t h  I n f .  D e t .  (LRP) b e g a n  t o  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  
t h e  same u n i t ,  "E" Company, 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  (LRP) .  

I n  l a t e  A p r i l ,  1 9 6 8  I w a s  a w a i t i n g  o r d e r s  f o r  a t r a n s -
f e r  f r o m  H H C ,  l l t h  B r i g a d e  t o  Company "E , "  5 1 s t  I n f .  (LRP) ,  
when I h a p p e n e d  t o  r u n  i n t o  P f c  " ~ u t c h "  G r u v e r ,  whom I h a d  
known i n  H a w a i i .  G r u v e r  t o l d  m e  h e  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  " C "  
Company 1s t  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  u n t i l  A p r i l  1 s t  when h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  u n i t  t h a t  I w a s  h e a d e d  f o r .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  con -
v e r s a t i o n  h e  t o l d  me t h e  f i r s t  o f  many r e p o r t s  I was  t o  h e a r  
o f  " P i n k v i l l e .  " 
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" C h a r l i e "  Company 1 / 2 0  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  T a s k  F o r c e  
B a r k e r  i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 8  t o  h e l p  c o n d u c t  " s e a r c h  a n d  
d e s t r o y "  o p e r a t i o n s  on  t h e  B a t a n g a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  B a r k e r ' s  
a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  The  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  
L. F .  D o t t i e ,  l o c a t e d  f i v e  o r  s i x  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  Quang N h a i  
c i t y  on  V i e t  Namese N a t i o n a l  Highway 1. G r u v e r  s a i d  t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company h a d  s u s t a i n e d  c a s u a l t i e s ;  p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  
m i n e s  a n d  b o o b y  t r a p s ,  a l m o s t  e v e r y d a y  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  
t h e y  a r r i v e d  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  One v i l l a g e  a r e a  was  p a r t i -
c u l a r l y  t r o u b l e s o m e  a n d  s e e m e d  t o  b e  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  b o o b y  
t r a p s  a n d  enemy s o l d i e r s .  I t  was  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  s i x  m i l e s  
n o r t h e a s t  o f  Quang N h a i  c i t y  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e  c o o r d i n a t e s  
B . S .  7 2 8 7 9 5 .  I t  w a s  a n o t o r i o u s  a r e a  a n d  t h e  men o f  T a s k  
F o r c e  B a r k e r  h a d  a s p e c i a l  name f o r  i t :  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  
" P i n k v i l l e . "  One m o r n i n g  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  M a r c h ,  
T a s k  F o r c e  B a r k e r  moved o u t  f r o m  i t s  f i r e b a s e  h e a d e d  f o r  
" P i n k v i l l e .  " I t s  m i s s i o n :  d e s t r o y  t h e  t r o u b l e  s p o t  a n d  
a l l  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  

When " B u t c h "  t o l d  me t h i s  I d i d n ' t  q u i t e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
wha t  h e  was  t e l l i n g  me was  t r u e ,  b u t  he a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  i t  
was a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  The  o t h e r  
two c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  made up t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  c o r d o n e d  o f f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  t h a t  " C h a r l i e "  Company c o u l d  move t h r o u g h  
t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  k i l l  t h e  f n h a b i t a n t s .  Any 
v i l l a g e r s  who r a n  f r o m  C h a r l i e  Company w e r e  s t o p p e d  b y  t h e  
e n c i r c l i n g  c o m p a n i e s .  I aske-d " B u t c h "  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i f  
a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d .  He s a i d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t t h e y  
w e r e ,  men,  women a n d  c h i l d r e n .  He r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  a s m a l l  
b o y ,  a b o u t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d ,  s t a n d i n g  b y  t h e  t r a i l  
w i t h  a g u n s h o t  wound i n  o n e  a r m .  T h e  b o y  w a s  c l u t c h i n g  
h i s  wounded a rm w i t h  h i s  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w h i l e  b l o o d  t r i c k l e d  
b e t w e e n  h i s  f i n g e r s .  He was  s t a r i n g  a r o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  
s h o c k  a n d  d i s b e l i e f  a t  w h a t  h e  saw. "He j u s t  s t o o d  t h e r e  
w i t h  b i g  e y e s  s t a r i n g  a r o u n d  l i k e  h e  d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d ; )  
h e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .  T h e n t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  
RTO C r a d i o  o p e r a t o r )  p u t  a b u r s t  o f  1 6  CM-16 r i f l e )  f i r e  
i n t o  h i m . "  I t  w a s  s o  b a d ,  G r u v e r  s a i d ,  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  
men i n  h i s  s q u a d  s h o t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  
m e d i v a c - e d  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  s o  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  
~ a r t i c i ~ a t e  t h e  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o t  s e e n  i t ,i n  s l a u g h t e r .  
G r u v e r  h a d  b e e n  t o l d  b y  p e o p l e  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t r u s t w o r t h y  
t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  o f f i c e r s ,  2nd  L i e u t e n a n t  K a l l y  
( t h i s  s p e l l i n g  may b e  i n c o r r e c t )  h a d  r o u n d e d  up s e v e r a l  
g r o u p s  o f  v i l l a g e r s  ( e a c h  g r o u p  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a minimum o f  
2Q p e r s o n s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s  a n d  a l l  a g e s ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
a t o r y ,  K a l l y  t h e n  m a c h i n e - g u n n e d  e a c h  g r o u p ,  G r u v e r  
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  h a d  b e e n  300 
t o  4 0 0  p e o p l e  a n d  t h a t  v e r y  f e w ,  i f  a n y ,  e s c a p e d .  



A f t e r  h e a r i n g  th i s  a c c o u n t  I c o u l d n ' t  q u i t e  a c c e p t  i t .  
Somehow I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  h a d  s o  many 
young Amer ican  men p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s u c h  an  a c t  o f  b a r b a r i s m ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  h a d  o r d e r e d  i t .  T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  
men i n  t h e  u n i t  I was  s o o n  t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o ,  " E n  Company, 
5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  ( L R P ) ,  who h a d  b e e n  i n  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  G r u v e r  a l l e g e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  " P i n k v i l l e "  h a d  
o c c u r r e d .  I became d e t e r m i n e d  t o  a s k  them a b o u t  " P i n k v i l l e "  
s o  t h a t  I m i g h t  compare  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  P f c  G r u v e r ' s .  

When I a r r i v e d  a t  "Echo" company,  5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  (LRP) 
t h e  f i r s t  men 1 l o o k e d  f o r  w e r e  P f c ' s  M i c h a e l  Terry,  a n d  
W i l l i a m  D o h e r t y .  Bo th  were v e t e r a n s  o f  " C h a r l i e "  Company, 
1 / 2 0  a n d  " P i n k v i l l e .  I' I n s t e a d  of c o n t r a d i c t i n g  "Butch"  
G r u v e r ' s  s t o r y  t h e y  c o r r o b o r a t e d  i t ,  a d d i n g  some t a s t y  t i d -
b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own. T e r r y  a n d  D o h e r t y  h a d  
b e e n  i n  t h e  same s q u a d  a n d  t h e i r  p l a t o o n  was t h e  t h i r d  
p l a t o o n  o f  "C" Company t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Most 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  came t o  were a l r e a d y  d e a d .  T h o s e  t h a t  
w e r e n ' t  w e r e  sough- t  o u t  a n d  s h o t .  The p l a t o o n  l e f t  n o t h i n g  
a l i v e ,  n e i t h e r  l i v e s t o c k  n o r  p e o p l e .  Around noon t h e  two 
s o l d i e r s '  s q u a d  s t o p p e d  t o  e a t .  i ill^ a n d  I s t a r t e d  t o  
g e t  o u t  o u r  chow," T e r r y  s a i d ,  " b u t  c l o s e  t o  u s  was a 
bunch- of  V i e t n a m e s e  i n  a h e a p ,  a n d  some o f  them were moan-
i n g .  K a l l y  (2nd L t .  K a l l y )  h a d  b e e n  t h r o u g h  b e f o r e  u s  and  
a l l  o f  them h a d  b e e n  s h o t ,  b u t  many w e r e n ' t  d e a d .  I f  was 
o b v i o u s  t h - a t  t h e y  w e r e n t t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  any  m e d i c a l  a t t e n -
t i o n  s o  B i l l y  a n d  I g o t  up a n d  went  o v e r  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  
w e r e .  I g u e s s  we s o r t  o f  f i n i s h e d  them o f f  ." T e r r y  
w e n t  on t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  a n d  D o h e r t y  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  w h e r e  
t h e i r  p a c k s  w e r e  a n d  a t e  l u n c h .  He e s t i m a t e d  the s i z e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  b e  200  t o  300 p e o p l e .  D o h e r t y  t h o u g h t t h a t -  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  " P i n k v i l l e "  h a d  b e e n  400 p e o p l e .  

I f  T e r r y ,  D o h e r t y  a n d  G r u v e r  c o u l d  b e  b e l i e v e d ,  t h e n  
n o t  o n l y  h-ad " C h a r l i e "  Company r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  s l a u g h t e r  
a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the v i l l a g e ,  b.ut t h o s e  o r d e r s  h a d  
come f rom t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  o f  T a s k  F o r c e  B a r k e r ,  o r  
p o s s i b l y  e v e n  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  c h a i n  o f  command, P f c  T e r r y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  when C a p t a f n  Medina  ( C h a r l i e  Company's commanding 
o f f i c e r  C a p t a i n  E r n e s t  Medina)  i s s u e d  , t h e  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  " P i n k v i l l e "  he h a d  b e e n  h e s i t a n t ,  a s  i f  i t  
w e r e  s o m e t h i n g  h e  d f d n p t  wan t  t o  do b u t  h a d  t o .  O t h e r s  I 
s p o k e  t o  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  T e r r y  on t h f s .  



I t  w a s  J u n e  b e f o r e  I s p o k e  t o  a n y o n e  who h a d  some-
t h i n g  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  a d d  t o  w h a t  I h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t o l d  
o f  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e "  i n c i d e n t .  I t  was  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e ,  1 9 6 8  
when I r a n  i n t o  S a r g e n t  L a r r y  La C r o i x  a t  t h e  US0 i n  Chu L a i .  
La C r o i x  h a d  b e e n  i n  2nd L t .  K a l l y ' s  p l a t o o n  o n  t h e  d a y  
Task  F o r c e  B a r k e r  s w e p t  t h r o u g h  " P i n k v i l l e . "  What h e  t o l d  
me v e r i f i e d  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r s ,  b u t  h e  a l s o  h a d  some-
t h i n g  new t o  a d d .  He h a d  b e e n  a w i t n z s s  t o  K a l l y t s  g u n n i n g  
down o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  g r o u p s  o f  v i l l a g e r s .  "I t  was  
t e r r i b l e .  They  w e r e  s l a u g h t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  l i k e  s o  
many s h e e p . "  K a l l y ' s  men w e r e  d r a g g i n g  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  b u n k e r s  
and  h o o t c h e s  a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  i n  a g r o u p .  The  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  g r o u p  w e r e  men,  women a n d  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  a g e s .  
A s  s o o n  a s  h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  w a s  b i g  e n o u g h ,  K a l l y  
o r d e r e d  a n  M-60 ( m a c h i n e - g u n )  s e t  u p  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  k i l l e d .  
La C r o i x  s a i d  t h a t  h e  b o r e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  a t  l e a s t  
t h r e e  t i m e s .  The  t h r e e  g r o u p s  w e r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s ,  o n e  
of  a b o u t  t w e n t y  p e o p l e ,  o n e  o f  a b o u t  t h i r t y  p e o p l e ,  a n d  o n e  o f  
a b o u t  f o r t y  p e o p l e .  When t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  w a s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  
K a l l y  o r d e r e d  P f c  T o r r e s  t o  man t h e  .mach ine -gun  a n d  o p e n  
f i r e  on  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  
T o r r e s  d i d ,  b u t  b e f o r e  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  g r o u p  w a s  down h e  c e a s e d  
f i r e  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  f i r e  a g a i n ,  A f t e r  o r d e r i n g  T o r r e s  t o  
recommence  f i r i n g  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  K a l l y  t o o k  o v e r~ ~ e u t e n a n t  
t h e  M-60 a n d  f i n i s h e d  s h o o t i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  v i l l a g e r s  i n  t h a t  
f i r s t  g r o u p  h i m s e l f .  S a r g e n t  La C r o i x  t o l d  me t h a t  K a l l y  d i d n ' t  
b o t h e r  t o  o r d e r  a n y o n e  t o  t a k e  t h e  mach ine -gun-  when t h e  o t h e r  
two g r o u p s  o f  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  f o r m e d .  He s i m p l y  manned  i t  him-
s e l f  a n d  s h o t  down a l l  v i l l a g e r s  i n  b o t h  g r o u p s .  

T h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  S a r g e n t  La C r o i x ' s  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  r u m o r s  
t h a t  G r u v e r ,  T e r r y  a n d  D o h e r t y  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  t o l d  me a b o u t  
L i e u t e n a n t  K a l l y .  I t  a l s o  c o n v i n c e d  me t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount  o f  t r u t h  t o  t h e  s t o r i e s -  t h a t  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  men h a d  t o l d .  I f  I n e e d e d  m o r e  c o n v i n c i n g ,  I was  t o  
r e c e i v e  i t .  

I t  was  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  November ,  1 9 6 8  j u s t  a f ew 
weeks  b e f o r e  I w a s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  s e p a -
r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  army t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  P f c  M i c h a e l  B e r n h a r d t .  
B e r n h a r d t  h a d  s e r v e d  h i s  e n t i r e  y e a r  i n  V i e t  Nam i n  " C h a r l i e "  
Company 1 / 2 0  a n d  h e  t o o  w a s  a b o u t  t o  go  home.  "B e r n i e ' '  
s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  t a l e s  t o l d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  men I h a d  t a l k e d  
t o  i n  v i v i d ,  b l o o d y  d e t a i l  a n d  a d d e d  t h i s .  " B e r n i e "  h a d  
a b s o l u t e l y  r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  m a s s a c r e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  



o f  " P i n k v i l l e "  t h a t  m o r n i n g  a n d  h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  was 
r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  company h a d  n o t  
made a n  i s s u e  o f  i t .  But  t h a t  e v e n i n g  "Medina ( C a p t a i n  
E r n e s t  Medina)  came up t o  m e  ( " B e r n i e " )  and  t o l d  me n o t  
t o  do a n y t h i n g  s t u p i d  l i k e  w r i t e  my c o n g r e s s m a n "  a b o u t  wha t  
h.ad h a p p e n e d  t h a t  d a y .  B e r n h a r d t  a s s u r e d  C a p t a i n  Medina  
t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  s u c h t h i n g  i n  m i n d .  H e  h a d  n i n e  m o n t h s  l e f t  
i n  V i e t  Nam a n d  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  d a n g e r o u s  enough  j u s t  
f i g h t i n g  t h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  enemy6 

E x a c t l y  w h a t  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  o c c u r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  "P ink-
v i l l e "  i n  March., 1 9 6 8  I d? n o t  know f o r  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I am 
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  was s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  b l a c k  i n d e e d .  I r e m a i n  
i r r e v o c a b l y  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  i f  ydu  a n d  I do t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i n  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  e v e r y  man, 
however  h u m b l e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  l a w ,  t h a t  fo rm t h e  v e r y  b a c k b o n e  
t h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  f o u n d e d  o n ,  t h e n  we  m u s t  p r e s s  f o r w a r d  
a w i d e s p r e a d  a n d  p u b l i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  
a l l - o u r  combined e f f o r t s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was  W i n s t o n  
C h u r c h b i l l .  who o n c e  s a i d  "A c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  c o n s c i e n c e  
i s  a  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  s o u l ,  a n d  a  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  s o u l  
i s  a c o u n t r y  t h a t  c a n n o t  s u r v i v e . "  I f e e l  t h a t  I m u s t  t a k e  
some p o s i t i v e  a c t f o n  on t h l s  m a t t e r .  I h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  
l a u n c h  a n  i n v e s t i g a t f o n  i m m e d 2 a t e l y  and  k e e p  me i n f o r m e d L  
o f  y o u r  p r o g r e s s .  I f  y o u  c a n n o t ,  t h e n  I d o n ' t  know 
w h a t  o t h e r  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  t o  t a k e .  

I have c o n s i d e r e d  s e n d i n g  t h i s  t o  n e w s p a p e r s ,  maga-
z i n e s ,  a n d  b r o a d c a s t i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  b u t  I somehow f e e l  
t h a t  f n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  a c t i s n  by t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  i s  th-e a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e d u r e ,  and  a s  a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
c i t i z e n  I h a v e  n o  d e s i r e  t o  f u r t h e r  b e s m i r c h  t h e  image of  
th.e American s e r v i c e m a n  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  p r o b a b l y  i t  would  p r o m o t e  a t t e n t i o n ,  
would  n o t  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

/ s / Ron Ri.de.nh.our 
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MEFIO,'L~NDU:~FOR: 	SECRETARY OF THE AmlY 
CHIEF 09 STAFF, UNITED STA'XES 

SUBJECT: 	I r ~ v e s t i g a t i o n  of the Adequacy o f  the  P r e l i m i n a r y  I n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  t h e  Ply L a i  (4) Case 

REFERENCE : 	bfemorandurn, Sec/Army and Cof S, s u b j e c t :  D i r e c t i v e  f o r  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  26 November 1969 

1. T h i s  responds  t o  your  r e q u e s t  i n  R e f e r r a l  S l i p  No. 58313, 26 November 
,1969, 	 f o r  a memorandum o u t l i n i n g  the concept  of t h e  s u b j e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team, and a n  e s t i m a t e d  c o n ~ p l e t i o n  
d a t e  of t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

2 - Concept of I n v ~ s t i g a t i o n .-
The above r e f e r e n c e  a s s i g n s  m e  t h e  miss ion  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  adequacy 

of the o r i g i n a l  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  the  liy Lzii (4) i n c i d e n t  of 16 Narch 1968, 
t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of t h e  cozzt:and a c t i o n s  based the reon ,  and whether  t h e r e  was, 
any improper  s u p p r e s s i o n  of i n f o r r ~ ~ a t i o n  i n  t h e  c h a i n  of by persons  comnand 
o r  o t h e r w i s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  s u p e r i o r  a u t h o r i t y .  
I have o r g a n i z e d  a team of i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t s  and propose t o  
accor;cplish t h e  r ~ t i s s i o n  by revi.exring t h e  f a c t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d a t e  f o r  
background p u r p o s e s ,  c o l l e c  t ir lg p e r t i n e n t  o f f i c i a l  recorcls of t h e  u n i t s  
5n Vietnam i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  on Ely L a i  ( L ; ) ,  l o c a t i n g  and i n t e r r o -  
g a t i n g  a l l  w i t n e s s e s  known t o  have i n f  o r & t i o n  b e a r i n g  on t h e  m i s s i o n ,  
and by p r e p a r i n g  a r e p o r t  on t h e  r e s u l t s  of such i n v c s  t i g a  t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f i n d i n g s  and recomncndations.  

I w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  i n  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n n e l :  

M r .  Bland TJes t ,  OGC (Deputy) 
Colone l  W. V. Wilson, OTIG 
Colone l  Robert  E .  M i l l e r ,  OTJAG 
Piajor E.  F. Zychor~ski ,OPKG 
Mr. James S. Stokes  I V ,  OGC 
N a j o r  Clyde Lynn, Recorder  
Four  Court  I t epor te r s  n o t  named 
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  J. H.  Ereen,  E x e c u t i v e  
Two or more c l e r k / s t e n o s  
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SUBJECT: 	I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the  Adequacy of the Prel iminary I n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  the  Ply Lai  (4) Case 

P o i n t s  of con tac t  have been e s t ab l i shed  wi th  OCINFO, OCACSI, TAG 
and Headqua r~e r s  USNC. Others w i l l  be arranged a s  requi red .  

4 .  Ten ta t ive  Schedule of A c t i v i t i e s .  

It i s  plarzned t h a t  the organiza t ion  and admin i s t r a t i on  w i l l  be 
f i n a l i z e d  on 1 Dec 69 a t  which time personnel impediately a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  i n v e z t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be sworn i n .  The i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of wi tnesses  
w i l l  begin on 2 Dec 69; There being t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  wi tnesses ,  t he .  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  w i l l  probably go on f o r  a t  l e a s t  two weeks, T h e r e a f t e r ,  
a v i s i t  w i l l  be made t o  Vietnam t o  review records ,  r e p o r t s ,  f i l e s  and 
.other p e r t i n e n t  documents. Upon r e t u r n  t o  t he  S t a t e s  a d d i t i o n a l  
testimony w i l l  be taken a s  requi red  and the r e p o r t  d r a f t e d  and 
f i n a l i z e d .  The e s t ima ted  da t e  of completion i s  10 Jan 70, 

a. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be given an o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  
s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y  and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  communications. 

b.  Information a s  t o  i t s  t i t l e  and purpose be d i s s e m i n ~ t e d  t o  
app ropr i a t e  m i l i t a r y  commands wi th  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  provide r e q u i s i t e  
a s s i s t a n c e .  -

-w. R. PEEKS 
Lieutenant  General,  USA 



30' November 1969 

MEP~ORANDUPIFOR: 	 SECRETARY OF TIE APXY 
CHIEF OF STAFF, UNITED STATES AREn 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Legal  d o u n s e l  

REFERENCE: 	 Memorandum, Sec/Army 'and CofS, s u b j e c t :  D i r e c t i v e  f o r  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  26 November 1969 

1. As you a r e  aware ,  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  h a s  been e x p r e s s e d  i n  Congres- 
s i o n a l  q u a r t e r s  and by t h e  p u b l i c  a s  t o  whether  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  t h e  Ply L a i  (4) i n c i d e n t  invo lved  a  "cover-up by t h e  Amy." I 
i n t e n d  t o  conduc t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  above r e f e r e n c e  
i n  a  comple te ly  i m p a r t i a l  manner. IIovever, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  p u b l i c  
r e c o g n i t i o n  and a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  of t h e  i n q u i r y  and i t s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  would be prornoied i f  I had a v a i l a b l e  t o  me a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
j u r i s t  of impeccable  i n t e g r i t y ,  It i s  v i s u a l i z e d  t h a t  he  would obse rve  
and a p p r a i s e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  p r o g r e s s e s  and p rov ide  a s s i s t a n c e  
and guidance a s  t o  t h e  proceedings  and any l e g a l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t h e r e t o .  

2. Accord ing ly ,  I recommend t h a t  you s o l i c i t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of s u c h  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l  and d e s i g n a t e  hin! t o  s e r v e  a s  my l e g a l  c o u n s e l .  

W. ' R .  PEERS 
L i e u t e n a n t  Genera l ,  USA 
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JOINT MESSAGEFORW 

EEEB 


I m AIC 7401 a 

Invest igat ion of Reporting of Xy Lai (4) IncidentI smJ: 
I 1. m e  Secretary of the A m  and I have appointed L i e u t e n q t  Conoral 


( W i l l i a m  R. Peer., 218-34-9471, t o  explore the nature and scope of tb.


I or ig ina l  U.S. Army invest igat ion(r)  of the idcident which a11egad1y 


I occurred on 16 March 1968 a t  ny Lai (4) i n  Quang Ngai Province, 


I Republic of  V i e t n u .  Mr. Bland VestD I ( U - b 1 - ~ 3 6 ~  Office of the


I Army Conera1 Counsel, has bean appointed a s  LTC Peers' Deputy. 


I Selected Departwnt  of the Army personnel w i l l  a r s i a t  LTC Pearr.


1 2. Ll'C.Peertst investigation w i l l  be referred t o  a8 "The L k p g r r m l  


I of the Army Review of the Preliminary Investigations i n t o  tho My 


I L a i  Incident" (Short t lt l e :  "Peerr ' Inquiry"). 

6 

5 3. Request you p r w i d e  assis tance t o  IXG Peers and mubars  of h i s  
9 
3 team a s  required. 
E 
l 

ADDED DISTR: 
DCSOPS, DCSPIZR, TJAC, 

COA, CLL, OCofSA, LTG 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTOf% D.C. 20310 

CS (Peers  Inqu i ry )  	 2 1  January 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY OF !CHE ARMY 

CHIEF OF STAFF US ARMY 

SUBJECT: Scope of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

1. Reference,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army/Chief of  S t a f f  U S  Army 
memorandum, Sub jec t :  D5rect ive f o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  
26 Nov 69 (Tab A ) .  

2 .  The above-referenced d i r e c t i v e  appo in t s  t h e  unders igned 
a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  e x p l o r e . t h e  n a t u r e  and scope 
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  US Army i n v e s t i g a t i o n ( s )  of  t h e  Bl leged  My 
La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  which occurred 16 March 1968 i n  Quang Ngai 
Province,  Republic of Vietnam. Our r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  South 
Vietnam a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  tes t imony t aken - to  d a t e  i n d i c a t e :  

a. The name My La i  ( 4 )  as i n d i c a t e d  on some US maps- i s  
a misnomer i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  commonly used by The 
Vietnamese. That  p a r t  s o  des igna ted  a s  My La i  ( 4 )  i s  r e f -
e r r e d  t o  a s  Thuan Yen Sub-hamlet _of Tu Cung Hamlet. 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  which took p l a c e  i n  Tu Cung Hamlet on 
-	 - 36 March 1968 involved  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h r e e  o t h e r  sub-- 

hamlets ,  namely Binh Tay, Binh Dong and Trung Hoa. 

c. There i s  evidence t o  show t h a t  o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s  and/. 
-	 o r  v i o l a t i ~ n s  of mi l i t . s ry  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  committed i n  the-  


o t h e r  t h r e e  hamlets  of  Son My V i l l a g e ,  namely; Co Luy, My..Lai 

and My Khe. 


3 .  A c h a r t  showing t h e  Vietnamese names f o r  the-hamlets  and 
sub-hamlets i n  Son My Vi l l age  a s  compared t o  t h o s e  shown on 
US maps i s  a t t a c h e d  a t  Tab B.  A g raph ic  p o r t r a y a l  of t h i s  
in format ion  i s  a t  Tab C. 

4 .  I n  l i g h t  of t h e  above, it i s  recommended t h a t  t h e  geog- 
r a p h i c  scope of  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  be  extended t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  , 
e n t i r e  Son My V i l l a g e .  This  would be  more r e a l i s t i c  i n  terms 
of t h e  a r e a  and a c t i v i t i e s  involved  and would permi t  b e t t e r  

1-16 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310 

CS (Peers  Inqu i ry )  	 21 January 1970J 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY OF !CHE ARMY 

CHIEF OF STAFF U S  ARMY 

SUBJECT: Scope of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

1. Reference,  S e c r e t a r y  o f ' t h e  Army/Chief of  S t a f f  U S  Army 
memorandum, Sub jec t :  D5rect ive f o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  
26 Nov 69 (Tab A ) .  

2 .  The above-referenced d i r e c t i v e  appo in t s  t h e  unders igned 
a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  e x p l o r e , t h e  n a t u r e  and scope 
of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  US Army i n v e s t i g a t i o n ( s )  of  t h e  Bl leged  My 
La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  which occur red  16 March 1968 i n  Quang Ngai 
Province,  Republic of Vietnam. Our r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  South 
Vietnam a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  tes t imony t aken - to  d a t e  i n d i c a t e :  

a. The name My La i  ( 4 )  a s  i n d i c a t e d  on some US maps- i s  
.a misnomer i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  it i s  n o t  commonly used by t h e  
Vietnamese. That p a r t  s o  des igna ted  a s  My Lai  ( 4 )  i s  r e f -
e r r e d  t o  a s  Thuan Yen Sub-hamlet _of Tu Cung Hamlet. 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  which took p l a c e  i n  Tu Cung Hamlet on 
-	 - 16 March 1968 involved  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h r e e  o t h e r  sub--

hamlets ,  namely Binh Tay, Binh Dong and Trung Hoa. 

C. There i s  evidence t o  show t h a t  o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s  and/. 
-	 o r  v i o l a t i o n s  of mi l i t . a ry  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  committed i n  the-

o t h e r  t h r e e  hamlets  o f  Son My V i l l a g e ,  namely; Co Luy, My-Zai 
and My Khe. 

3.  A c h a r t  showing t h e  Vietnamese names f o r  the-hamlets  and 
sub-hamlets i n  Son My Vi l l age  a s  compared t o  t h o s e  shown on 
US maps is a t tnched  a t  Tab B. A g r a p h i s  p o r t r a y a l  of t h i s  
in format ion  i s  a t  Tab C. 

4 .  I n  l i g h t  of t h e  above, it i s  recommended t h a t  t h e  geog- 
r a p h i c  seope of  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  be  extended t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
e n t i r e  Son My Vi l l age .  This would be  more r e a l i s t i c  i n  terms 
of t h e  a r e a  and a c t i v i t i e s  involved  and would permi t  b e t t e r  
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CS'(Peers I n q u i r y )  21 January  1970 
SUBJECT: Scope of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

d e f i n i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  which took p l a c e  
i n  some of t h e  sub-hamlets ,  

5. Recommend t h e  memorandum a t  Tab D be  approved and s igned .  

4 I n c l  W. R. PEERS 
a s  - L i e u t e n a n t  General ,  USA 



DEPARTMENT OF T H E  ARMY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310 

2 FEB i970 

MEMORANDUM FOR LTG WILLIAM R. PEERS 

SUBJECT: Son My Investigation 

The recommendation contained in your memorandum of 
21 January 1970, to the effect that your inquiry in final report 
should cover all of Son My Village, Quang Ngai Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, i s  approved. The exploration of matters 
within Son My Village i s  considered to be within the scope of your 
original directive for investigation, dated 26 November 19 69. 

W. 	 C. Westmoreland Stanley R. Resor 
General, 	U. S. Army Secretary of the Army 

Chief of Staff 
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Chapter 2 

SUMMARY REPORT 

A. THE SON MY VILLAGE I N C I D E N T  

During t h e  pe r iod  16-19 March 1968, a t a c t i c a l  opera t ion  was 
conducted i n t o  Son My Vi l l age ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Quang Ngai Pro- 
v ince ,  Republic of Vietnam, by Task Force (TF) Barker,  a b a t t a -
l i o n - s i z e  u n i t  of t h e  America1 Divis ion .  

TF Barker was an i n t e r i m  organ iza t ion  of t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade, c r e a t e d  t o  f i l l  a t a c t i c a l  void  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  wi th-  
drawal o f  a Republic of Korea Marine Brigade from t h e  Quang Ngai , \  
area .  The Task Force was composed o f  a r i f l e  company from each 
o f  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ' s  t h r e e  organic  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  - A/3-1 7 
I n f ,  B/4-3 I n f ,  C/1-20 I n f .  The commander was LTC Frank A. 
Barker (now deceased) . 

The p l a n s  f o r  t h e  opera t ion  were never  reduced t o  w r i t i n g  
b u t  it was repor ted ly  aimed a t  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  48th VC Local Force 
(LF) B a t t a l i o n ,  thought  t o  be  l o c a t e d  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  which 
a l s o  served a s  a VC s t a g i n g  and l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t  base .  On two 
previous  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a rea ,  u n i t s  of TF Barker had rece ived 
c a s u a l t i e s  from enemy f i r e ,  mines, and boobytraps,  and had no t  
been a b l e  t o  c l o s e  e f f e c t i v e l y  wi th  t h e  enemy. 

On 15 March 1968, t h e  new l l t h  Brigade commander, COL Oran 
K.  Henderson, v i s i t e d  t h e  TF Barker command pos t  a t  Landing Zone 
(LZ) Dot t i e  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  assembled s t a f f  and commanders. He 
urged them t o  p r e s s  forward aggress ive ly  and e l i m i n a t e  t h e  48th 
LF B a t t l i o n .  , Following t h e s e  remarks, LTC Barker and h i s  s t a f f  
gave an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  and i s s u e d  an o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r .  
The company commanders were t o l d  t h a t  most of t h e  popu la t ion  of 
Son My were "VC o r  VC sympathizers"  and were advised t h a t  most 
of t h e  c i v i l i a n  i n h a b i t a n t s  would be away from Son My and on 
t h e i r  way t o  market by 0700 hours.  The opera t ion  was t o  commence 
a t  0725 hours on 16 March 1968 w i t h  a s h o r t  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion ,  
fol lowing which C/1-20 I n f  was t o  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  an LZ immedi-
a t e l y  w e s t  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  and then sweep e a s t  through t h e  subhamlet. 
Following C Company's landing,  B/4-3 Inf  was t o  r e i n f o r c e  C/1-20 
I n f ,  o r  t o  conduct a second combat a s s a u l t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  My Lai  



(4 )  i n t o  an LZ south of t h e  subhamlet of Ny Lai  (1) o r  " P i n k v i l l e .  " 

A/3-1 In f  was t o  move from i t s  f i e l d  l o c a t i o n  t o  b locking pos i -  
t i o n s  n o r t h  o f  Son My. 

During o r  subsequent t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  LTC Barker ordered 
t h e  commanders of C/1-20  I n f ,  and poss ib ly  B/4-3 I n f ,  t o  -burn t h e  
houses, k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  d e s t r o y  f o o d s t u f f s  and perhaps t o  
c lose  t h e  w e l l s .  No i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  i s s u e d  as  t o  t h e  safeguard-  
ing of noncombatants found t h e r e .  

During a subsequent b r i e f i n g  by CPT Medina t o  h i s  men, LTC 
Barker ' s  o rde r s  were embell ished,  a revenge element was added, 
and t h e  men of C/1-20 I n f ,  were given t o  understand t h a t  only t h e  
enemy would b e  p r e s e n t  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on 16 March and t h a t  t h e  
enemy was t o  be  des t royed.  I n  CPT Michles '  b r i e f i n g  t o  h i s  
platoon l e a d e r s ,  mention was a l s o  apparent ly  made of t h e  burning 
of dwel l ings .  

On t h e  morning of  16 March 1968, t h e  opera t ion  began as  
planned. A/3-1 Inf-  was repor ted  i n  b locking p o s i t i o n s  a t  0725 
hours. A t  about t h a t  same time t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and 
f i r e s  of t h e  suppor t ing  h e l i c o p t e r  gunship were p laced on t h e  
C/1-20 Inf  LZ and a p a r t  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  LTC Barker c o n t r o l l e d  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and combat a s s a u l t  from h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  
COL Henderson and h i s  command group a l s o  a r r i v e d  overhead a t  
approximately t h i s  t ime.  

By 0750 hours a l l  elements of  C/1-20 I n f  were on t h e  ground. 
Before e n t e r i n g  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  they  k i l l e d  s e v e r a l  Vietnamese f l e e -  
i n g  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies around t h e  subhamlet and a long 
Route 521 t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  subhamlet. No r e s i s t a n c e  was 
encountered a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day: 

The i n f a n t r y  a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  began a few minutes 
be fo re  0800 hours.  During t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  movement through t h e  
southern h a l f  o f  t h e  subhamlet,  i t s  members were involved i n  
widespread k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese i n h a b i t a n t s  (comprised almost 
exc lus ive ly  of o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n )  and a l s o  i n  p roper ty  
d e s t r u c t i o n .  Most of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  who were no t  k i l l e d  irnrnedi- 
a t e l y  w e r e  rounded up i n t o  two groups. The f i r s t  group, c o n s i s t -
i n g  of about 70-80 Vietnamese, was taken t o  a l a r g e  d i t c h  e a s t  of  
My La i  ( 4 )  and l a t e r  s h o t .  A second group, c o n s i s t i n g  of 20-50 
Vietnamese, was taken s o u t h  o f  t h e  hamlet and s h o t  t h e r e  on a 
t r a i l .  S i m i l a r  k i l l i n g s  of s m a l l e r  groups took p lace  w i t h i n  
t h e  subhamlet. 



Members of t h e  2d Pla toon k i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  60-70 Vietnamese 
men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  as  they  swept through t h e  nor the rn  h a l f  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  and through Binh Tay, a smal l  subhamlet about 400 
meters n o r t h  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  They a l s o  committed s e v e r a l  rapes .  

The 3d Pla toon,  having secured  t h e  LZ, followed behind t h e  
1st and 2d and burned and des t royed what remained of  t h e  houses 
i n  My Lai ( 4 )  and k i l l e d  most of t h e  remaining l i v e s t o c k .  ~ t s  
members a l s o  rounded up and k i l l e d  a group of 7-12 women and 
c h i l d r e n .  

There was cons ide rab le  test imony t h a t  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g  were i s s u e d  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  du r ing  t h e  morning. The 
2d Platoon rece ived  such an o r d e r  around 0920 hours and promptly 
complied. The 1st Pla toon continued t h e  k i l l i n g s  u n t i l  perhaps 
1030 hours,  when t h e  o r d e r  was repeated .  By t h i s  t i m e  t h ~1st 
Platoon had completed i t s  sweep through t h e  subhamlet. 

By t h e  t i m e  C/1-20 I n f  depar ted  My Lai  ( 4 ) i n  t h e  e a r l y  
af ternoon,  moving t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  f o r  l ink-up wi th  B/4-3- I n f ,  
i t s  m e m b e r s  had k i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  175-200 ~ i e t n a m e s e  men, women, 
and ch i ld ren . "  The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  only 3 o r  4 were 
confirmed a s  V i e t  Cong, although t h e r e  were undoubtedly s e v e r a l  
unarmed VC (men, women, and c h i l d r e n )  among them and many more 
a c t i v e  suppor te r s  and sympathizers .  One man from t h e  company was 
repor ted  a s  wounded from t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  d i scharge  of  h i s  weapon. 

Since C Company had encountered no enemy oppos i t ion ,  B/4-3 
I n f  was a i r - l anded  i n  i t s  LZ between 0815 and 0830 hours ,  fol low-
i n g  a s h o r t  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion .  L i t t l e  i f  any r e s i s t a n c e  was 
encountered,  al though t h e  2d Platoon s u f f e r e d  1 KIA and 7 WIA 
from mines and/or boobytraps. The 1st Platoon moved eastward 
s e p a r a t e l y  from t h e  r e s t  of B Company t o  c r o s s  and s e c u r e  a 
b r i d g e  over t h e  Song My Khe (My Khe R i v e r ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  
b r i d g e  and approaching t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  subhamlet of  My Khe 
( 4 ) ,  e lements  o f  t h e  p la toon opened f i r e  on t h e  subhamlet wi th  
an M-60 machinegun and M-16 r i f l e s .  The f i r e  continued f o r  ap- 
proximately 5 minutes,  dur ing  which time some i n h a b i t a n t s  of My 
Khe ( 4 )  , mostly women and c h i l d r e n ,  were k i l l e d .  The l ead  e l e -  
ments of t h e  p la toon then e n t e r e d  t h e  subhamlet,  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  
houses and throwing demol i t ions  i n t o  s h e l t e r s .  Many noncombat- 
a n t s  apparen t ly  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  process.  

* Casualty f i g u r e s  c i t e d  f o r  My Lai  ( 4 )  were developed by 
t h i s  Inqu i ry  s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of  s t a t ements  and testimony of  
US personnel .  S e p a r a t e  e s t i m a t e s  by t h e  Criminal I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
Divis ion  ( C I D )  agency t o g e t h e r  wi th  o t h e r  evidence,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
number of Vietnamese k i l l e d  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  a rea  of Son My V i l l a g e  
may have exceeded 400. 



It i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  only t e n  men i n  ~ / 4 - 3  I n f  d i r e c t l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g s  and d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  My Khe ( 4 ) ;  two 
of t h e s e  a r e  dead and t h e  remaining e i g h t  have e i t h e r  r e fused  
t o  t e s t i f y  o r  c la im no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  event .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  
it has no t  been p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  even t s  wi th  c e r t a i n -  
ty.  I t  appears ,  however, t h a t  t h e  number of noncombatants 
k i l l e d  by B/4-3 I n f  on 16 March 1968 may have been as  high as  
90. The company repor ted  a t o t a l  of  38 VC K I A  on 16 March, b u t  
it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  few i f  any w e r e  V i e t  Cong. 

On t h e  evening of 16 March 1968, a f t e r  C/1-20 I n f  and B/4-3 
Inf had l i n k e d  up i n  a  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  a  V i e t  Cong sus -  
pect  was apparen t ly  t o r t u r e d  and maimed by a U S  o f f i c e r .  He was 
subsequently k i l l e d  a long wi th  some a d d i t i o n a l  s u s p e c t s  by Vie t -  
namese Nat ional  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  presence of US personnel .  

During t h e  pe r iod  17-19 March 1968 both  C/1-20 Inf and B/4-3 
Inf were involved i n  a d d i t i o n a l  burning and d e s t r u c t i o n  of dwel- 
l i n g s ,  and i n  t h e  mistreatment  of Vietnamese de ta inees .  

B. REPORTS OF THE I N C I D E N T  
1. Reports of  C i v i l i a n  C a s u a l t i e s  

Commencing e a r l y  i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  commanders began re-
ceiv ing r e p o r t s  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  A t  about 
0930 hours ,  MG Koster  was advised by COL Henderson t h a t  he  had 
observed 6  t o  8  such c a s u a l t i e s .  The f i g u r e  was inc reased  when 
LTC Barker r e p o r t e d  t o  Henderson dur ing  t h e  af ternoon t h a t  t h e  
t o t a l  was 12 t o  1 4 ,  and was f u r t h e r  inc reased  t o  20 i n  a r e p o r t  
Barker made t h a t  evening. This  l a s t  r e p o r t  was re layed  t o  MG 
Koster a t  about 1900 hours.  None of  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  was en te red  
i n  u n i t  journa l s  o r  r epor ted  o u t s i d e  t h e  America1 Divis ion .  

2. Observat ions and Complaints by Avia t ion  Personnel  

One element which provided combat suppor t  t o  TF Barker 
on 16 March was an aero-scout team from Company B,  123d Avia t ion  
Ba t t a l ion . .  A p i l o t  o f  t h i s  team, W 0 1  (now 1LT)  Hugh Thompson, 
had been f l y i n g  a t  a low a l t i t u d e  over  My Lai  ( 4 )  dur ing  t h e  
morning hours and had observed t h e  a c t i o n s  of C/1-20 I n f .  He 
became g r e a t l y  concerned over  t h e  "needless  and unnece s sa ry  k i l -  
l i n g s "  he had wi tnessed .  He landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
t o  a i d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  and i n  an at tempt t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  noon, W 0 1  Thompson re turned t o  LZ D o t t i e  and 
repor ted  h i s  obse rva t ions  t o  h i s  company commander, M A J  F reder ic  
Watke. The complaints  of W 0 1  Thompson w e r e  confirmed by o t h e r  
p i l o t s  and crewmen who had a l s o  been over  My La i  ( 4 ) .  The 



complaints  were expressed  i n  most s e r i o u s  terms; those  who were 
p r e s e n t  heard t h e  terms " k i l l i n g "  and "murder" used f r e e l y  wi th  
e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  dead i n  My La i  ( 4 )  running over 100. Upon r e -
c e i p t  of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  MAJ Watke went t o  t h e  commander of TF Bar- 
k e r  and advised  him of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  Watke s t a t e d  t h a t  Barker 
then  l e f t  f o r  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  presumably t o  v i s i t  C/1-20 I n f .  
Watke cons idered  t h e  mat te r  was " i n  t h e  hands of t h e  man who 
could do something about i t" and took no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  
t ime. La te r  t h a t  day, he again encountered Barker who advised 
him t h a t  he could f i n d  no th ing  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  Thompson's a l l e -
ga t ions .  While Watke t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  was convinced a t  t h e  
t ime t h a t  LTC Barker was ly ing ,  he took no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  u n t i l  
2200 hours t h a t  n i g h t  when he  repor ted  t o  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  command-
e r ,  LTC Holladay, and r e l a t e d  f o r  t h e  second time t h e  subs tance  
of what i s  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "Thompson Report ."  

3 .  The Order t o  Return t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  

A t  about 1530 hours on 16 March, a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a 
second r e p o r t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  COL Henderson s t a t e d  he 
became s u s p i c i o u s  and d i r e c t e d  TF Barker t o  send a company back 
through My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  exac t  number of  c a s u a l t i e s  
and t h e  cause of  death.  A s  t h e  o r d e r  was be ing t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  
C/1-20 Inf  by  TF Barker ,  it was monitored by MG Koster ,  t h e  com-
mander of  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  who i n q u i r e d  concerning t h e  
reasons.  A f t e r  a b r i e f  exp lana t ion  by t h e  CO o f  C/1-20 I n f ,  
dur ing  which t i m e  MG Koster  was advised t h a t  20-28 noncombatants 
had been k i l l e d ,  MG Koster  countermanded t h e  o r d e r  and d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  COL Henderson be  n o t i f i e d .  There were no f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  
t o  make an o n - s i t e  de terminat ion  of t h e  cause o r  e x t e n t  of t h e  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

4.  The Thompson Report Reaches Divis ion  Headquarters 

Because o f  t h e  l a t e  hour  a t  which LTC Holladay rece ived 
t h e  r e p o r t  from MAJ Watke, t h e y  wai ted  u n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing morn- 
i n g  be fo re  r e p o r t i n g  t o  BG Young, an A s s i s t a n t  Divis ion  Commander. 
Watke repeated  h i s  s t o r y ,  which both  he and LTC Holladay agree 
contained t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been " l o t s  of unneces-
s a r y  k i l l i n g . .  .mostly women, c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men" and t h a t  a 
conf ron ta t ion  had taken p l a c e  between personnel  o f  a v i a t i o n  and 
ground u n i t s ;  however, t h e r e  i s  c o n f l i c t  as  t o  t h e  number of cas-
u a l t i e s  mentioned. LTC Holladay and M A J  Watke a l s o  agree  t h a t  BG 
Young was advised t h a t  t h e  complaints  made by Thompson had been 
confirmed by o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  personnel .  

A t  about noon on t h e  17 th ,  BG Young repor ted  t o  MG Koster 
t h e  informat ion  he had rece ived from M A J  Watke and LTC Holladay. 
There i s  s u b s t a n t i v e  disagreement i n  test imony between what BG 
Young t e s t i f i e d  he  rece ived  from Watke and Holladay and what t h e  



l a t t e r  two s t a t e  they repor ted .  BG Young s t a t e d  he was n o t  ap-
p r i s e d  of any charge of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
noncombatants. He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was h i s  impression t h e  
matter  of major concern wa-s t h a t  t h e r e  had been a  conf ron ta t ion  
between t h e  ground f o r c e s  and an a v i a t i o n  u n i t ,  r e s u l t i n g  from 
an i n c i d e n t  i n  which noncombatants had been caught i n  a c r o s s  
f i r e  between U S  and enemy fo rces .  

BG Young contends t h a t  it was t h i s  l e s s e r  charge he brought 
t o  MG Koster ,  who d i r e c t e d  BG Young t o  i n s t r u c t  COL, Henderson t o  
conduct a  thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  MG Koster has 
confirmed p a r t s  o f  BG Young's account of t h i s  conversa t ion  b u t  
i n  a  previous  s t a t ement  b e f o r e  t h e  Criminal I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Divi-  
s ion  ( C I D ) ,  MG Koster s t a t e d  t h a t  he had been advised of  some 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing  of c i v i l i a n s .  

The Inqu i ry  has  concluded t h a t  t h e  two genera l  o f f i c e r s  r e -
ceived a  muted ve r s ion  of t h e  Thompson Report from Watke and 
Holladay, b u t  one t h a t  inc luded t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  noncombatants 
had been i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  k i l l e d .  Upon r e c e i p t  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  i t  
seems most l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  r e l a t e d  it t o  t h e  informat ion  MG 
Koster had rece ived  from TF Barker  t h e  previous day, t h a t  20-28 
noncombatants had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d .  The informat ion  
concerning noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  had no t  been forwa-rded o u t s i d e  
of t h e  Divis ion ,  al.though FIACV and I I1 MAF r e g u l a t i o n s  requi red  
such a c t i o n ,  o r  w e r e  t h e  new a l l e g a t i o n s  repor ted  t o  h igher  
headquar ters .  Adopting a  "c lose  ho ld"  a t t i t u d e  concerning a l l  
information r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  MG Koster d i r e c t e d  BG Young 
t o  have COL Henderson i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

0 

C .  INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDENT AND REVIEW 

1. COL Henders-on' s " I n v e s t i g a t i o n "  

BG Young made arrangements f o r  a  meeting which was h e l d  
on 18 Fllarch a t  0900 hours a t  LZ Dot t i e .  The meeting was a t tended 
by f i v e  o f f i c e r s :  BG Young, COL Henderson, LTC Barker ,  LTC Hol-
laday, and M A J  Watke. BG Young t o l d  t h e  group of t h e  Divis ion  
Commander's i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and MAJ 
Watke repea ted  h i s  account of  t h e  complaints.  When t h e  meeting 
terminated,  COL Henderson commenced h i s  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  with an 
in te rv iew o f  W01 Thompson and two o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  personnel .  
(While Henderson s t a t e s  he t a l k e d  only  wi th  Thompson and f o r  only 
a few minutes,  t h e  test imony of  o t h e r s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he t a l k e d  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  w i t h  t h r e e  persons f o r  almost an hour . )  These i n -  
te rv iews,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  informat ion  a l ready possessed by 
Henderson from persona l  observat ion  and conversa t ions  wi th  TF 
Barker personnel ,  should have provided a f u l l  awareness of t h e  
na tu re  and e x t e n t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  From a t  l e a s t  
t h i s  po in t  forward, Henderson's a c t i o n s  appear t o  have been 
l i t t l e  more than a  p r e t e n s e  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and had a s  t h e i r  



goa l  t h e  suppress ion  of t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  concerning t h e  even t s  of 
16 March. 

Following h i s  in te rv iew wi th  a v i a t i o n  personnel ,  Henderson 
ques t ioned CPT Medina, whose explanat ion  concerning c i v i l i a n  cas-
u a l t i e s  l e f t  him "susp ic ious . "  The remainder of Henderson's " in-
v e s t i g a t i o n "  was wi thout  subs tance;  h i s  " in te rv iew wi th  a sub-
s t a n t i a l  number of C Company personnel"  c o n s i s t e d  of a d i s c u s s i o n  
on t h e  af ternoon of 18 March wi th  a group which, COL Henderson 
c la ims,  numbered from 30 t o  40  personnel .  A f t e r  complimenting 
them on t h e i r  performance i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  he asked them col -  
l e c t i v e l y  i f  they  had wi tnessed  any a t r o c i t i e s .  Henderson s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  response he rece ived  was nega t ive .  While COL Henderson 
claims he spoke wi th  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and r e s p o n s i b l e  commanders, 
a v a i l a b l e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h i s  so -ca l l ed  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  ac-
t i o n s  ended a f t e r  a b r i e f  f l i g h t  which he s t a t e d  he made over  t h e  
a r e a  of opera t ion  on 18 March. 

Commencing on 19 March, COL Henderson i s  s a i d  t o  have made 
a s e r i e s  of o r a l  r e p o r t s  t o  BG Young and MG Koster i n  which he 
was purpor ted  t o  h a v e - r e l a t e d  t o  them t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  " i n v e s t -
i g a t i o n . "  I t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  i n  h i s  r e p o r t s  Henderson d e l i b e r -  
a t e l y  misrepresented both t h e  scope of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  
i o n  he had obta ined.  H e  r epor ted  t h a t  whi le  20 c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and/or gunships,  t h e r e  was no b a s i s  
i n  f a c t  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by W01 Thompson. Henderson's 
f i n a l  o r a l  r e p o r t  was accepted by MG Koster a s  adequately re-
sponding t o  t h e  charges made by W 0 1  Thompson. The mat te r  appears  
t o  have r e s t e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  about mid-April 1968, when informat ion  
was rece ived a t  Divis ion  Headquarters from Vietnamese sources .  

2 .  Reaction t o  Information from Vietnamese Sources 

The i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  from Vietnamese sources  concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  were apparent ly  rece ived by t h e  US Advisory teams i n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and Quang Ngai Province. 

The Son My Vi l l age  Chief submit ted a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  Chief con ta in ing  a l l e g a t i o n s  of mass k i l l i n g s  by U S  
Forces i n  Son My Vi l lage .  The D i s t r i c t  Chief i n  t u r n  forwarded 
two r e p o r t s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province Chief 
based on t h e  informat ion  fu rn i shed  t o  him by t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief.  
The f i r s t  of  t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  da ted  28 March 1968, conta ined l i t t l e  
of subs tance  and remained w i t h i n  Vietnamese channels .  The second 
was da ted  11 Apr i l  1968, and copies  of it were provided t o  both 
t h e  Province and D i s t r i c t  Advisory teams. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a copy of 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 Apr i l  l e t t e r  went t o  COL Toan, t h e  Com- 
manding O f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  

I n  h i s  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief r e f e r r e d  t o  an 
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March i n  which it was a l l e g e d  t h a t  a US Army u n i t  



had assembled and k i l l e d  more than 4 0 0  c i v i l i a n  r e s i d e n t s  of Tu 
Cung Hamlet* of Son My Vi l l age  and had k i l l e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  90 
people a t  Co Luy Hamlet.** He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i f  t r u e ,  he consi-  
dered t h i s  an a c t  of insane  v io lence .  

Also i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of A p r i l ,  VC propaganda a l l e g i n g  
t h a t  US f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  500 people i n  Son My Vi l l age  i n  t h e  
middle of March came i n t o  t h e  hands of COL Toan and LTC Khien, 
t h e  Province Chief of Quang Ngai Province and, poss ib ly  somewhat 
l a t e r ,  i n t o  US hands. Both COL Henderson and MG Koster  appear 
t o  have d i scussed  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  and t h e  VC 
propaganda with COL Toan and LTC Khien, and apparen t ly  wi th  
LTC Guinn, t h e  US Deputy Province Advisor. 

MG Koster  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e i p t  i n  mid-April 1968 of 
t h e  VC propaganda and t h e  informat ion  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief 
reopened t h e  s u b j e c t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  16 March 
opera t ion .  However, it d i d  n o t  s t i m u l a t e  any f r e s h  i n q u i r y .  COL 
Henderson had a l ready  completed h i s  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  and had given 
an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  MG Koster.  T h e z e c e i p t  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  from 
Vietnamese sources  r e s u l t e d  only  i n  MG K o s t e r ' s  d i r e c t i n g  COL 
Henderson t o  commit h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n g .  

I n  response t o  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  COL Henderson prepared and 
submitted a  so -ca l l ed  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n "  da ted  24 A p r i l  
1968 t o  MG Koster.  The r e p o r t  c o n s i s t e d  of two typewr i t t en  pages 
and two i n c l o s u r e s .  The f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  was a typed copy of a 
s tatement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968 wi th  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  block removed, 
which t h i s  Inqu i ry  determined was prepared  by t h e  Deputy Senior  
Advisor, Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  Province Ad- 
v isory  Team. This  s t a t ement  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  
Son My V i l l a g e  Chief a l l e g i n g  mass-ki l l ings  was n o t  given much 
importance by t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief .  The second i n c l o s u r e  
was a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  VC propaganda message regarding t h e  i n -  
c iden t .  COL Henderson's r e p o r t  b r i e f l y  summarized t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
l i s t e d  personnel  purpor tedly  in terv iewed (bu t  made no re fe rence  
t o  W01 Thompson o r  t o  any o t h e r  members of t h e  ae ro  s c o u t  u n i t ) ,  
and summarized what purported t o  be t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  The conclusion s t a t e d  by COL Henderson i n  
the  r e p o r t  was t h a t  20 noncombatants were i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  and by c r o s s f i r e  between t h e  U S  and VC Forces ,  t h a t  no 
c i v i l i a n s  were ga thered  and s h o t  by US Forces ,  and t h a t  t h e  a l -  
l ega t ion  t h a t  US Forces had s h o t  and k i l l e d  450-500 c i v i l i a n s  
was obviously VC propaganda. 

MG Koster  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when he rece ived  t h e  24  A p r i l  r e -
p o r t  he found it unacceptable and d i r e c t e d  t h e  conduct of a f o r -
mal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  through e i t h e r  BG Young o r  COL Parson, t h e  

* Inc ludes  t h e  subhamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  .

** Inc ludes  t h e  subhamlet of My Khe ( 4 ) .  




Divis ion  Chief of  S t a f f .  Both Young and Parson denied having 
rece ived o r  passed on any such i n s t r u c t i o n s .  MG Koster and COL 
Henderson agreed t h a t  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted, and a 
r e p o r t  submit ted,  by LTC Barker .  Both descr ibed i n  d e t a i l  t h e  
form and subs tance  of  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  b u t  t h e  evidence appears con-
c l u s i v e  t h a t  no such r e p o r t  was ever  prepared.  

D . SUPPRESSION AND WITHHOLDING OF INFORMATION 

Within t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  a t  every command l e v e l  from 
company t o  d i v i s i o n ,  a c t i o n s  were taken o r  omitted which t o g e t h e r  
e f f e c t i v e l y  concealed t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  Outside t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
advisory teams a t  Province,  D i s t r i c t  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  2d ARVN D i -
v i s i o n  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  end. Some of t h e  a c t s  and omis- 
s i o n s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  concealment of t h e  i n c i d e n t  were inadver-
t e n t  whi le  o t h e r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  d e l i b e r a t e  suppress ion  o r  wi th-  
ho ld ing  of informat ion .  

E f f o r t s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  1968 d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  wi thhold  informa- 
t i o n  continue t o  t h i s  day. S ix  o f f i c e r s  who occupied key pos i -  
t i o n s  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  i n c i d e n t  exe rc i sed  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  remain 
s i l e n t  be fo re  t h i s  Inqu i ry ,  o t h e r s  gave f a l s e  o r  mis leading t e s t i -  
mony o r  wi thheld  informat ion ,  and key documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  have no t  been found i n  US f i l e s .  

1. A t  Company Level 

No r e p o r t s  of t h e  crimes committed by C/1-20  In f  and 
B/4-3 Inf dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  were made by members of t h e  u n i t s ,  
a l though t h e r e  were many men i n  both  companies who had not  par -  
t i c i p a t e d  i n  any c r i m i n a l  a c t s .  The commander of C/1-20 Inf  as-
sembled h i s  men a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  and advised them not  t o  d i s -  
cuss t h e  i n c i d e n t  because an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted, 
and he advised one i n d i v i d u a l  not  t o  w r i t e  t o  h i s  Congressman 
about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  He a l s o  made a f a l s e  r e p o r t  t h a t  only 20-28 
noncombatants had been k i l l e d  and a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  cause  of  death  
t o  a r t i l l e r y  and gunships.  

The commander of  B/4-3 In f  submit ted f a l s e  r e p o r t s  (poss ib ly  
wi thout  knowing t h e y  were f a l s e )  t h a t  38 VC had Seen k i l l e d  by h i s  
1st Platoon and t h a t  none of them were women and c h i l d r e n .  

2.  A t  Task Force and Brigade Levels 

S i g n i f i c a n t  informat ion  concerning i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  
opera t ion  and t h e  commission o f  war crimes by C/1-20  In f  was known 
t o  t h e  comanders  and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  of both TF Barker and t h e  
11th  Brigade on 16 March b u t  was never t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Americal 



Division.  Reports of VC k i l l e d  by C/1-20 In f  on 16 March term-
i n a t e d  a t  0840 hours when t h e  t o t a l  reached 9 0 ,  a l though t h e  k i l -  
l i n g  continued.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  withholding informat ion ,  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade headquar ters  submit ted f a l s e  and misleading r e p o r t s  
t o  Divis ion .  One i n s t a n c e  concerned a C/1-20 Inf  VC body count 
r e p o r t  of 69, which was changed t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  cause of death  
t o  a r t i l l e r y  and t o  move t h e  l o c a t i o n  a t  which t h e  purported VC 
were k i l l e d  from i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  'a s i t e  600 
meters away. A second f a l s e  r e p o r t  involved an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
r e p o r t  from C/1-20  Inf  t h a t  30-40 VC had depar ted  t h e  hamlet 
immediately p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  The record  of t h i s  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t  a s  rece ived a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion  on 
1 6  March s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were many VC i n  t h e  C/1-20 In f  a r e a  
of opera t ion .  

A r e p o r t e r  and photographer a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
Information O f f i c e  accompanied TF Barker on 16 March and observed 
many war crimes committed by C/1-20  I n f .  Both i n d i v i d u a l s  f a i l e d  
t o  r e p o r t  what they  had seen ,  t h e  r e p o r t e r  wrote a f a l s e  and m i s -
leading account of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  photographer withheld 
and suppressed from proper  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e  photographic evidence 
of a t r o c i t i e s  he had obtained.  

I n  response t o  a r o u t i n e  d i v i s i o n  requirement ,  LTC Barker 
submitted a Combat Action Report,  da ted  28 March 1968, concerning 
h i s  u n i t ' s  opera t ions  on 16 March. The r e p o r t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
omit ted any re fe rence  t o  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and o t h e r  i r r e g -
u l a r i t i e s ,  f a l s e l y  dep ic ted  a hot ly-contes ted  combat a c t i o n ,  and 
appears t o  have been an o u t r i g h t  e f f o r t  t o  suppress and mislead.  

Perhaps t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n  taken t o  suppress t h e  
t r u e  f a c t s  of t h e  Son My opera t ion  was t h e  decept ion  employed by 
COL Henderson t o  mislead h i s  commander a s  t o  t h e  scope and f ind-  
ings  of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Thompson a l l e g a t i o n s .  H i s  l a t e r  
submission -- t h e  so -ca l l ed  Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da ted  24 
Apr i l  1968, which dismissed t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  from Vietnamese 
sources a s  b a s e l e s s  propaganda and r e s t a t e d  t h e  f i c t i o n  t h a t  2 0  
noncombatants had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d ,  continued t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  decept ion  p r a c t i c e d  upon h i s  commander. 

3. A t  Divis ion  Level 

a .  Within Avia t ion  Units  

There i s  no evidence t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e r e  were d e l i b -
e r a t e  a t tempts  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  t o  conceal  i n f o r -  
mation concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  However, t h e r e  were a c t s  
and omissions by t h e  commanders of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  
and of  Company B of t h a t  u n i t ,  which con t r ibu ted  t o  conce,alment 
of t h e  f a c t s .  One of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  reasons  why t h e  f u l l  import 



of t h e  Thompson Report was probably not  apprec ia ted  a t  t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n  command l e v e l  can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e s e  two commanders and 
t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  v e r i f y  o r  document t h e  s e r i o u s  charges made by 
W 0 1  Thompson and o t h e r s .  Neither  took a c t i o n  t o  o b t a i n  documen- 
t a r y  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  t o  conduct a low-level a e r i a l  reconnais-  
sance o r  o therwise  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  o r  t o  confirm i n  
w r i t i n g  what t h e y  r e p o r t e d  o r a l l y  t o  B.G Young. The i n i t i a l  de lay  
i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  mat te r  through command channels need less ly  pre-  
vented t h e  r e p o r t  from reaching t h e  Americal Divis ion  ,command 
group u n t i l  approximately 24 hours  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  had occurred. 

A second s e r i o u s  charge a g a i n s t  both  of t h e s e  two commanders 
i s  t h a t  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  when they  became convinced 
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  'of t h e  i n c i d e n t  was a "cover-up." An ad- 
monition was i s s u e d  by t h e  B Company Commander t o  h i s  u n i t  t o  
h a l t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  whi le  it was being inves-  
t i g a t e d .  This  a c t i o n  was no t  taken t o  conceal  informat ion ,  b u t  
it probably had t h e  unfor tuna te ,  a l though unintended, r e s u l t  of 
a i d i n g  i n  t h e  suppress ion  o f -  t h e  f a c t s .  

b. Within Headquarters,  Americal Divis ion  

Americal Divis ion  Headquarters was t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of 
much informat ion  concerning t h e  Son My opera t ion  from both U S  and 
GVN sources .  Except f o r  r o u t i n e  o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a  forwarded on 16 
March, none of  t h e  r e p o r t s  o r  a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning i r r e g u l a r i -  
t ies  a t  Son My were t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  h igher  headquar ters ,  although 
d i r e c t i v e s  from I11 MAF and MACV c l e a r l y  r equ i red  such a c t i o n .  
A s  previous ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  Inqui ry  has concluded t h a t  on 17 
March, when t h e y  rece ived  a  muted ve r s ion  of  t h e  Thompson Report,  
MG Koster and BG Young may have viewed t h e  r e p o r t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
informat ion  p rev ious ly  rece ived t h a t  20 -2 8 noncombatant casual -  
t i e s  had been caused by a r t i l l e r y  and gunships. While COL Hen-
d e r s o n ' s  l a t e r  r e p o r t s  were f a l s e ,  and t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  were 
neg l igen t  i n  having accepted them, they  probably be l i eved  they 
w e r e  wi thholding informat ion  concerning a  much l e s s  s e r i o u s  I n c i -  
den t  than  t h e  one t h a t  had a c t u a l l y  occurred.  

Addi t ional  informat ion  from Vietnamese sources  reaching t h e  
Americal Divis ion  sometime i n  Apr i l  implied t h a t  a f a r  more s e r i -  
ous even t  had taken p l a c e  a t  Son My. The command response t o  
t h i s  informat ion  was s o  inadequate t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and s o  incon- 
s i s t e n t  w i t h  what would o r d i n a r i l y  be  expected of o f f i c e r s  of t h e  
a b i l i t y  and exper ience  of MG Koster and BG Young t h a t  it can only 
be expla ined a s  a r e f u s a l  o r  an i n a b i l i t y  t o  g i v e  credence t o  i n -  
formation o r  r e p o r t s  which were no t  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e i r  o r i g i -  
n a l ,  and er roneous ,  conclusions.  

I n  summary form, t h e  fo l lowing a r e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t s  done 
o r  omit ted  a t  t h e  Americal Division headquar ters  which con t r ibu ted  



t o  t h e  c o n c e a l m n t  of t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  concerning Son My: 

(1) There was a f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  informat ion  concerning 
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and a l l e g a t i o n s  of  war cr imes known t o  be  
of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  COMUSMACV and requ i red  t o  be repor ted  
by d i r e c t i v e s  of  both  I11 14AF and MACV; 

( 2 )  Having decided t o  withhold from h igher  headquar ters  
information concerning c i v i l i a n  c a s u a i t i e s ,  MG Koster d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  the mat te r  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by COL Henderson. However, he 
did not  i n s u r e  t h a t  a  thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted nor 
did he s u b j e c t  COL Henderson's r e p o r t s  t o  adequate review, the re -
by n u l l i f y i n g  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  determine t h e  t r u e  f a c t s ;  

( 3 )  The Divis ion  command group ac ted  t o  c o n t r o l  c l o s e l y  a l l  
information regarding t h e  Son I4y i n c i d e n t .  Information regarding 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  inc luded i n  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  o r  provided t h e  
General o r  S p e c i a l  S t a f f ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  resources  of t h e  
s t a f f  were n o t  employed. 

4 .  By Persons Outs ide  t h e  America1 Divis ion  

Among t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  who came i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  
information concerning p o s s i b l e  war crimes i n  Son My dur ing  t h e  
period 16-19 March, t h e r e  was a  n a t u r a l  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  confront  
t h e i r  American c o u n t e r p a r t s  wi th  such s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  and t o  
i n s i s t  upon i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  mat ter .  Such informat ion  as  d i d  
reach US advisory  personnel  was not  forwarded through advisory 
channels,  b u t  r e f e r r e d  only  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion  and i t s  l l t h  
Brigade. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  evidence t h a t  a t  t h e  Quang Ngai 
Province and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  l e v e l s  and probably a t  t h e  2d ARVN 
Division,  t h e  s e n i o r  US m i l i t a r y  adv i so r s  a ided i n  suppress ing  
information concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

E .  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS* 

I t  i s  concluded t h a t :  

1. During t h e  pe r iod  o f  16-19 March 1968, t roops  of  Task 
Force Barker massacred a l a r g e  number of  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  i n  
the  v i l l a g e  of Son My. 

2. Knowledge a s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  e x i s t e d  a t  
company l e v e l ,  a t  l e a s t  among t h e  key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and commander 
a t  t h e  Task Force Barker l e v e l ,  and a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade command 
l e v e l .  

* The complete f ind ings  and recommendations a r e  contained 
i n  Chapter 1 2  



3 .  E f f o r t s  a t  t h e  Americal Divis ion  command l e v e l  t o  
conceal  informat ion  concerning what was probably be l i eved  t o  be 
t h e  k i l l i n g  of 20-28 c i v i l i a n s  a c t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  suppres-  
s i o n  of  a  war crime o f  f a r  g r e a t e r  magnitude. 

4. The commander of t h e  11th Brigade, upon l e a r n i n g  t h a t  
a  war crime had probably been committed, d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e t  o u t  t o  
conceal  t h e  f a c t  from proper  a u t h o r i t y  and t o  deceive  h i s  com-
mander concerning t h e  ,matter .  

5. I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  conducted wi th in  
t h e  Americal Divis ion  were s u p e r f i c i a l  and misleading and no t  sub- 
j ec ted  t o  s u b s t a n t i v e  review. 

6. E f f o r t s  were made a t  every l e v e l  of command from company 
t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  wi thhold  and suppress  informat ion  c o n c e r n i n g y h e  
i n c i d e n t  a t  Son My. 

7. F a i l u r e  of Americal Divis ion  headquar ters  personnel  t o  
a c t  on informat ion  rece ived  from GVN/ARVN o f f i c i a l s  se lved  t o  
suppress  e f f e c t i v e l y  informat ion  concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  

8. E f f o r t s  of  t h e  Americal Divis ion  t o  suppress  and wi th-  
hold  informat ion  were a s s i s t e d  by US o f f i c e r s  s e r v i n g  i n  advis-  
ory p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  Vietnamese agencies.  



Chapter 3 

BACKGROUND 

A. ENEMY SITUATION I N  MARCH 1968 

AS a b a s i s  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai 
Pro~ v i n c e, it i s  noted t h a t  i n  March 1968, enemy s t r e n g t h  through- 
out, South Vietn am was es t ima ted  t o  be  approximately 263,200 men. 
0f t h i s  t o t a l ,  about 55,900 were V i e t  Cong (VC) combat f o r c e s ,  
87 400 w e r e  North Vietnamese Army (NVA) combat t r o o p s ,  and 
69 100 were g u e r r i l l a s ,  wi th  t h e  remaining 50,800 comprising ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  personnel .  

The enemy maneuver b a t t a l i o n s  i n  South Vietnam were esti-
mated by H Q ,  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam (MACV) t o  t o t a l  
278 (158 North Vietnamese and 1 2 0  V i e t  Cong), d i s t r i b u t e d  through- 
out t h e  f o u r  corps t a c t i c a l  zones a s  fo l lows:  

I Corps - 77 North Vietnamese and 18 V i e t  Cong 
I1 Corps - 55 North Vietnamese and 18 V i e t  Cong 

I11 Corps - 26 North Vietnamese and 50 V i e t  Cong 
I V  Corps - 34 V i e t  Cong 

Considering only  Quang Ngai Province ( ske tch  3 - l ) ,  enemy 
strength ranged between 10,000 and 20,000 men d u r i n g  t h e  4 
years  preceding t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  I n  e a r l y  1968 enemy s t r e n g t h  
was es t ima ted  t o  be  between 10,000 and 1 4 , 0 0 0  men of which 2,000-
4,000 were r e g u l a r  f o r c e s ,  3,000-5,000 were g u e r r i l l a s ,  and 5,000 
were ass igned t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s .  

A number of VC and NVA regiments opera ted  i n  Quang Ngai Pro- 
vince from 1964 t o  1966. However, four  l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n s  
and e leven  companies of VC were t h e  f o r c e s  p r i m a r i l y  r e spons ib le  
f o r  h a r a s s i n g  t h e ' a r e a  unde? government c o n t r o l .  The 48th Local 
Force (LF) B a t t a l i o n  became t h e  p r i n c i p a l  enemy f o r c e  i n  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ,  a l though it  a l s o  opera ted  i n  t h e  Batangan a r e a  t o  t h e  
nor th  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  Song Tra  Khuc. Members of 
t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n  r e p o r t e d l y  l i v e d  wi th  t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e r s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  conceal  t h e i r  presence ,  o f t e n  working a s  farmers 
dur ing  t h e  day and f i g h t i n g  a s  g u e r r i l l a s  a t  n i g h t .  



While enemy main f o r c e  reg iments  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  t o  
t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h  o f  Quang Ngai C i t y  i n  1967, e lements  o f  t h e  
1st VC Regiment and t h e  2 1 s t  NVA Regiment o f  t h e  2d NVA Div i s ion  
probably  o p e r a t e d  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r .  During 
February  and March t h e  1st VC Regiment moved southwes t  o f  Quang 
Nqai C i t y  and i n  A p r i l  t h e  2 1 s t  NVA Regiment was deployed t o  
Quang Tin. A f t e r  t h i s ,  enemy main f o r c e / l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n s  
o p e r a t e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  1967. 
The 409th Sapper  B a t t a l i o n  began o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  por-  
t i o n  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  January ,  augmenting t h e  48th LF Bat-  
t a l i o n .  Toward t h e  end o f  1967, t h e s e  two b a t t a l i o n s  were 
j o i n e d  by  t h e  g i s t  and 85 th  LF B a t t a l i o n .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  1968 -T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  t h e  VC formed two reg iments  
i n  Quang Ngai Province  by  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  main and l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t -  
t a l i o n s .  The 401s t  NVA Regiment was formed from main f o r c e s  and 
i n f i l t r a t i o n  p a c k e t s ,  and t h r e e  of  t h e  prominent LF b - a t t a l i o n s  i n  
t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  38 th ,  48 th ,  and 8 1 s t  B a t t a l i o n s ,  w e r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  
t o  form t h e  328th YC Regiment. During -Te t  t h o s e  two reg iments ,  
p l u s  an independent  b a t t a l i o n  and a t  l e a s t  10 l o c a l  f o r c e  compa- 
n i e s  t o t a l i n g  o v e r  3,000 men, a t t a c k e d  Quang Ngai C i t y  and o t h e r  
towns i n  t h e  p rov ince .  These a t t a c k s  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  r e p u l s e d ,  
b u t  t h e  VC con t inued  t o  pose  a t h r e a t ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  Quang Ngai 
P rov ince  o f f i c i a l s  extreme concern over  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
second a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai C i ty .  I n  t h e  -T e t  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  48th 
LF B a t t a l i o n  ove r r an  t h e  Regional  Force/Popular  Force T r a i n i n g  

j Center  n e a r  Son Tinh and h e l d  i t  b r i e f l y  u n t i l  d r i v e n  o u t  by  coun-
t e r a t t a c k i n g  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  f o r c e s .  I n  t h e  ensu ing  f i g h t  t h e  

1- 48th LF B a t t a l i o n  r e p o r t e d l y  s u f f e r e d  about  150 c a s u a l t i e s ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander and two company commanders, and 
a t h i r d  company commander c a p t u r e d .  

With t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  a s s u a l t  o f  Quang Ngai C i t y  and o t h e r  
p rov ince  towns, VC u n i t s  f i l t e r e d  back t o  t h e i r  home a r e a s ,  most-
l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t .  Because o f  i t s  heavy l o s s e s  d u r i n g  -Te t ,  
e lements  o f  t h e  48 th  LF B a t t l i o n  withdrew t o  t h e  mountains i n  
wes t e rn  Quang Ngai t o  r e o r g a n i z e  and r e f i t ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  e lements  
o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  h a b i t u a l  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  on 
t h e  Batangan Pen insu la .  By l a t e  February,  t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  had  r e p o r t e d l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  b u t  t h e  
u n i t  remained o u t  o f  c o n t a c t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of March, ap-
p a r e n t l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  r e c u p e r a t i n g  from t h e  T e t- s e t b a c k .  A t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n  had an es-
t i m a t e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  200-250 and was t h e  o n l y  major enemy u n i t  
w i t h  e l emen t s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a .  However, t h e r e  w e r e  two ad- 
d i t i o n a l  l o c a l  f o r c e  companies i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  which on occas ion  
jo ined  t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n s .  
O v e r a l l  g u e r r i l l a  s t r e n g t h  i n  Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  
be  about  700 s t r o n g .  



B. SON MY VILLAGE 

Son My V i l l a g e  i s  l o c a t e d  approximately 9 k i lometers  nor th-
e a s t  of Quang Ngai C i t y  and f r o n t s  on t h e  South China Sea. I n  
March 1968, t h e  v i l l a g e  was composed of four  hamlets ,  Tu Cung, 
My La i ,  My Khe, and Co Luy, each of  which contained s e v e r a l  sub- 
hamlets ( sketch  3-2). * Most o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of Son My e i t h e r  
farm t h e  r i c h  a l l u v i a l  s o i l  a long t h e  r i v e r s  and s t r e a m  o r  en- 
gage i n  o f f s h o r e  f i s h i n g  opera t ions .  

C. THE PEOPLE OF QUANG NGAI  PROVINCE 

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  people of Quang Ngai Province have a long 
record of  suppor t ing  r e b e l l i o n .  I n  t h e  19th  century  they had 
been a f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  French c o n t r o l  of Indochina. 
Later ,  i n  t h e  19301s ,  they  had fomented peasant  r e v o l t s  a g a i n s t  
Vietnamese suppor t ing  t h e  French. Af te r  World War I1 when t h e  
French sought  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  themselves i n  Indochina, Quang 
Ngai became a V i e t  Minh s t rongho ld  and by 1948 Ho Chi Minh 
considered it f r e e  from French r u l e .  Duc Pho, i n  southern  Quang 
Ngai, became one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e s t  and r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  
Viet Minh f o r c e s  u n t i l  t h e  country was d iv ided by t h e  Geneva 
Accords i n  1954. 

Although most of t h e  Vie t  Minh depar ted  f o r  t h e  n o r t h  a f t e r  
the  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Geneva Accords, some remained behind and 
t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a reas .  By 
the  19601s ,  a  whole genera t ion  of young people had grown up under 
the  c o n t r o l  of t h e  V i e t  Minh and t h e  l a t e r  National  L ibe ra t ion  
Front.  

When t h e  ~ o v e r n m e n t  o f  South Vietnam launched t h e  S t r a t e g i c  
Hamlet Program i n  1962, Quang Ngai Province became a  p r i n c i p a l  
ob jec t ive .  The government at tempted t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
from t h e  Nat ional  L ibe ra t ion  Front  s o l d i e r s  and o rgan ize r s ,  usu-
a l l y  by f o r c i n g  t h e  people t o  move t o  new f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s .  

*The Vietnamese knew many of t h e s e  subhamlets by names d i f - 

f e r e n t  from t h o s e  i n d i c a t e d  on US topographic maps of t h e  a rea .  

Where t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e  American des igna t ion  i s  shown 

i n  pa ren theses  on t h e  ske tch  map. For example, t h e  subhamlet 


1 i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  topographic map as My Lai  ( 4 )  i s  a c t u a l l y  named 
Thuan Yen; t h e  subhamlet i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  map as  My Khe ( 4 )  i s  
known t o  t h e  Vietnamese a s  My Hoi. Except f o r  Thuan Yen and My 

/ Lai ( 4 ) ,  which a r e  used in terchangeably ,  t h e  U S  Map des igna t ions  
f o r  t h e  subhamlets a r e  used thoughout t h i s  r e p o r t ,  s i n c e  those  
names a r e  c i t e d  by  wi tnesses  i n  test imony.  



The o l d  v i l l a g e s  and f i e l d s  w e r e  o f t e n  burned t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  
u se  by t h e  r e b e l  e lements .  The program f r e q u e n t l y  a roused  re-
sentment  and,  it was e v e n t u a l l y  superseded  by t h e  New L i f e  Ham- 
l e t  Program which emphasized a i d  and development f o r  t h e  v i l l a g -  
ers r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  p r i m a r i l y  s e c u r i t y  o r i e n t e d .  The end 
r e s u l t  of  bo th  t h e s e  programs was u s u a l l y  l e s s  t h a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  
f o r  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of v i l l a g e r s  i n  s t r a t e g i c  hamle ts  d i d . n o t  
a l t e r  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t .  Many 

- v i l l a g e s  remained under t h e  dominat ion o f  t h e  F r o n t  and con t inu -  
ed  t o  p rov ide  r e c r u i t s ,  t a x e s ,  food,  s u p p l i e s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
t h e  VC and North Vietnamese u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l e .  

The v i l l a g e  of Son My f e l l  i n t o  t h i s  ca t ego ry .  Some of i t s  
subhamlets ,  such a s  My La i  ( I ) ,had been burned t o  t h e  ground by 
ARVN Forces  w e l l  b e f o r e  American f o r c e s  w e r e  deployed t o  Quang 
Ngai. Many of  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been b rough t  t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  
a s  r e f u g e e s  w i t h  p l a n s  t o  r e s e t t l e  them i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  L i f e  i n  
t h e  r e f u g e e  c e n t e r s  was d e p r e s s i n g ;  consequen t ly ,  many v i l l a g e r s  
d r i f t e d  back t o  t h e i r  o l d  home a r e a s  and t o  VC c o n t r o l .  I n  t h e  
eyes  of t h e  Government of Vietnam (GVN) t h e  people  who con t inued  
t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  were cons ide red  g e n e r a l l y  t o  be  e i t h e r  
VC o r  VC sympath izers .  

D. ENEMY TACTICS AND TECHNIQUES 

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  enemy f o r c e s  which o p e r a t e d  i n  

Quang Ngai Province  and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n c l u d e d  g u e r r i l l a s ,  

l o c a l  and main f o r c e  u n i t s  and, a t  t i m e s ,  NVA u n i t s .  These f o r -  

ces were h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  i n  h i t -and- run  g u e r r i l l a  t a c t i c s  and had 

t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  a coun te r in su rgency  environment .  


During t h e  i n i t i a l  phases  of t h e  war ,  t h e  Communists p l a c e d  
pr imary r e l i a n c e  on t h e  employment of g u e r r i l l a  t a c t i c s  which were 
c a r r i e d  o u t  by b a s i c  three-man VC g u e r r i l l a  ce l ls .  Working co-
v e r t l y ,  t h e s e  g u e r r i l l a  ce l ls  performed a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  a c t s  of  
t e r r o r i s m ,  and cofiducted sabo tage  and l i m i t e d  c l a n d e s t i n e  m i l i -
t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of g r a d u a l l y  b r i n g i n g  more and 
more v i l l a g e s  under VC c o n t r o l .  

A s  t h e  war expanded, t h e  Communists i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  f o r c e s  i n  
South Vietnam by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of l o c a l  and main f o r c e  u n i t s  up 
t o  b a t t a l i o n  and r eg imen ta l  s i z e  and i n  l a t e  1964, began a l a r g e -
s c a l e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  of NVA u n i t s .  The l o c a l  f o r c e  u n i t s  w e r e  nor-
mal ly  r e c u i t e d  from a p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  and l i m i t e d  t h e i r  opera-  
t i o n s  t o  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  They l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  people  a s  a 
means of concealment and a s  a sou rce  of s u p p o r t .  Main f o r c e  u n i t s  
were o rgan ized  and o p e r a t e d  a t  p rov ince  l e v e l ,  u s u a l l y  from s e -  
c u r e  base  a r e a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  mountains o r  j ung le  from where 
they  could  s t r i k e  t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  popu la t ed  a r e a s .  Normally NVA 
u n i t s  had a s s igned  a r e a s  of o p e r a t i o n  b u t  could  be  employed 
wherever t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e d .  



Regard less  of  t h e  t ype  u n i t ,  t h e  t a c t i c s  employed by t h e  
communist f o r c e s  recognized  t h e i r  own shortcomings and w e r e  de-
signed t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  weaknesses of t h e  US, ARVN and o t h e r  F r e e  
world M i l i t a r y  A s s i s t a n c e  Forces .  Lacking t h e  s t r e n g t h  and f i r e -  
power t o  s u r v i v e  an extended major b a t t l e ,  t hey  r e l i e d  p r i m a r i l y  
on o p e r a t i o n s  which p e r m i t t e d  them t o  mass, a t t a c k ,  and withdraw 
be fo re  US o r  GVN/ARVN f o r c e s  could  r e a c t .  T h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  
every l e v e l  w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by methodica l  p l ann ing ,  d e t a i l e d  
r e h e a r s a l s ,  and v i o l e n t  execu t ion .  

P r i o r  t o  unde r t ak ing  an o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  VC/NVA normally  would 
o b t a i n  ve ry  d e t a i l e d  in fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  t a r -
g e t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of f i g h t i n g  p o s i t i o n s ,  key i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n s ,  and t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of s e c u r i t y  weaknesses.  Using t h i s  
informa. t ion,  which might r e q u i r e  weeks o r  months t o  deve lop ,  t hey  
would t h e n  p r e p a r e  a d e t a i l e d  s tep-by-s tep  p l a n  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
The p l a n  would t h e n  be r ehea r sed  u n t i l  eve ry  man i n  t h e  f o r c e  was 
thoroughly f a m i l i a r  w i t h  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a  and t h e  func-  
t i o n s  he  was t o  perform; 

The VC had t h e  cho ice  of  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  wanted t o  f i g h t  and 
were w i l l i n g  t o  d e l a y  execu t ion  of an o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a s  long  a s  
necessary  i n  o r d e r  t o  improve t h e i r  chances  of s u c c e s s .  Once 
the  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  a t t a c k ,  t h e  u n i t  was moved, u s ing  c l an -  
d e s t i n e  t e c h n i q u e s ,  t o  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a .  I n  do ing  t h i s ,  t h e  VC 
would o f t e n  a t t e m p t  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  d e m o l i t i o n i s t ,  s appe r  t y p e  
personnel  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  d e s t r o y  key i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  and a r t i l -  
l e r y  and au toma t i c  weapons p o s i t i o n s .  T h e i r  f i n a l  a t t a c k  norm-
a l l y  was execu ted  on ly  a t  a  p rede te rmined  t ime o r  a f t e r  t h e  p re -  
sence of t h e i r  i n f i l t r a t o r s  had been d e t e c t e d .  A s  an a l t e r n a t e  
type  of a t t a c k  t h e y  sometimes employed m o r t a r s ,  r o c k e t s ,  and 
r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s  i n  s t and -o f f  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  
and m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t o  p r e p a r e  o r  s o f t e n  t h e  t a r g e t  f o r  
a t t a c k .  These same b a s i c  procedures  were g e n e r a l l y  fol lowed i n  
every t y p e  of  o p e r a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s t e a l t h ,  s u r -
p r i s e ,  and shock a c t i o n .  

Typ ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  conducted a t  t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e  l e v e l  i n -  
c luded t h e  ambushing of s m a l l  convoys,  a t t a c k i n g  of v i l l a g e  and 
d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  o r  s e c u r i t y  o u t p o s t s ,  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o r  k id -
napping of l o c a l  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  and o t h e r  a c t s  des igned  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  of t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e y  ope ra t ed .  The ' 

main f o r c e  and NVA u n i t s  a s s i s t e d  t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e  u n i t s  b u t  p r i -  
mar i ly  conducted l a r g e - s c a l e  o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  US and ARVN f o r c e s  
and i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  

The VC made e x t e n s i v e  use  of mines and boobyt raps ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a t  t h e  hamle t  and v i l l a g e  leve.1. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  men i n  t h e i r  
combat u n i t s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  women, and o l d  men were used t o  c o n s t r u c t  
homemade boobyt raps  and mines which t h e y  normally  emplaced a t  
n i g h t  under t h e  cover  of da rkness .  The mines and boobytraps  w e r e  



used i n  a  wide v a r i e t y  of ways. Some of them were employed a s  
weapons of t e r r o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  popula t ion;  such a s  mines p l a n t e d  
under o r  along w e l l  used roadways t o  blow-up buses and o t h e r  
v e h i c l e s ;  demol i t ion  devices  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e a t e r s  and o t h e r  
crowded a r e a s ;  o r  a simple grenade thrown i n t o  a group of people.  
I n  another  t a c t i c ,  they  used them a s  defens ive  weapons t o  cover 
roads ,  p a t h s ,  and o t h e r  avenues of approach t o  and w i t h i n  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s .  Some such a reas  were l i t e r a l l y  i n f e s t e d  wi th  
VC mines and boobytraps and had t h e  e f f e c t  of slowing and r e s t r i c t -  
ing  f r i e n d l y  o f f e n s i v e  opera t ions .  I t  was t h i s  l a t t e r  type  of 
employment which tended t o  c r e a t e  h a t r e d  and f r u s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  unseen enemy. 

The opera t ions  of a l l  VC/NVA fo rces  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  were 
c l o s e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and coordinated  with t h e  l o c a l  VC i n f r a s t r u c -
t u r e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  appara tus  i n  t h e  a t tempt  t o  
achieve t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  of t o t a l  domination of t h e  people.  The 
Communist recognized b u t  few r e s t r a i n t s  i n  t h e i r  opera t ions  and 
w e r e  o f t e n  r u t h l e s s  in.  conducting them. A l l  ope ra t ions  were plan-
ned and executed keeping i n  mind t h e  u l t i m a t e  goal  of s e i z i n g  con-
t r o l  of t h e  government of South Vietnam and t h e  people.  

E .  	 FREE WORLD MILITARY ASSISTANCE FORCES ( F ~ I A F )OBJECTIVES 
FOR 1968 

I n  fu r the rance  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of a t t a i n i n g  a s t a b l e  and 
independent non-Communist government i n  South Vietnam, t h e  M i l i -
t a r y  Ass is tance  Command, Vietnam (PIACV) , i n  coord ina t ion  with t h e  
GVN and o t h e r  FWMAF s e t  f o r t h  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  a f t e r  t h e  
T s t  o f fens ive  i n  January-February 1968 t o :  (1) Counter t h e  enemy's =o f f e n s i v e  and des t roy  and e j e c t  North Vietnamese invas ion  
f z c e s ;  (2)  r e s t o r e  s e c u r i t y  t o  popula t ion  c e n t e r s  and o t h e r  
v i t a l  a r e a s  and emphasize recovery from t h e  r e c e n t  p a c i f i c a t i o n  
d i s r u p t i o n s ;  and (31 resume t h e  e f f o r t  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  
of  t h e  1968 Combined Campaign Plan t o  des t roy  enemy f o r c e s  i n  t h e  
Republic of Vietnam and extend government c o n t r o l  throughout t h e  
country.  

To c a r r y  o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s ,  MACV proposed t h e  f o l -  
lowing m i l i t a r y  t a s k s  t o :  (1) I n f l i c t  maximum a t t r i t i o n  upon t h e  
'enemy; (2) abandon no t e r r i t o r y ;  (3)  suppor t  t h e  Government of 
Vietnam i n  providing t e r r i t o r i a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n ;  ( 4 )  
open and secure  l i n e s  of communication; and (5 )  b u i l d  t h e  armed 
fo rces  of t h e  Republic of Vietnam phys ica l ly  and psychologica l ly  
i n t o  an e f f e c t i v e  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e .  

Operat ions f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  yea r  were t o  be d i r e c t e d  
a t  searching ou t  and des t roy ing  enemy main, l o c a l ,  and g u e r r i l l a  
fo rces  and a t  i d e n t i f y i n g  and e l imina t ing  t h e  enemy's i n f r a s t r u c -
t u r e .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was t o  be give^ t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  and 



d e s t r u c t i o n  of enemy f o r c e s  i n  t h e  densely populated a r e a s  and t o  
the  containment of t h e  enemy i n  t h e  border  a r e a s .  Renewed e f f o r t s  
were a l s o  t o  be made t o  des t roy  base a r e a s  and t o  n e u t r a l i z e  pro- 
g r e s s i v e l y  t h e  l e s s  important  s t rongholds .  

I n  t h e  I Corps, nor th  of t h e  Hai Van Pass ,  MACV o b j e c t i v e s  
were t o  r e s t o r e  s e c u r i t y  i n  Hue and o t h e r  populated c e n t e r s ;  t o  
counter and des t roy  t h e  North Vietnamese enemy f o r c e s ;  t o  des t roy  
the enemy base  complexes along t h e  Laot ian  border  and i n  and t o  
the nor th  of t h e  d e m i l i t a r i z e d  zone; t o  secure  Route 1, and t o  
open Route 9 ,  t h e  v i t a l  l o g i s t i c s  a r t e r y  from Dong Ha t o  Khe Sanh; 
t o  occupy t h e  Ashau Valley and t o  d e s t r o y . t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  com- 
plexes l ead ing  t o  t h e  v a l l e y ;  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  t h r e a t  posed by 
enemy f o r c e s  o p e r a t i n g  from Base Areas 1 0 1  and 1 1 4 ;  and t o  a s s i s t  
the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces i n  r e s t o r i n g  s e c u r i t y  and 
the p a c i f i c a t i o n  program i n  Quang T r i  and Thua Thien Provinces.  
South of t h e  Hai Van Pass ,  t h e  main t a s k s  were t o  des t roy  t h e  2d 
NVA Divis ion;  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  Do Xa a r e a ;  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
more secure  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  Da Nang, Hoi An, Tam Ky, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  
and o t h e r  popu la t ion  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p r i o r i t y  a rea .  

F. STATUS OF PACIFICATION 

The enemy F e t  o f f e n s i v e  had a s e r i o u s  impact upon t h e  p a c i f i -  .-
ca t ion  e f f o r t  i n  Quang Ngai Province.  Two d i s t r i c t s ,  Duc Pho and 
Nghia Hanh, came under v i r t u a l  VC c o n t r o l  and two o t h e r s ,  Tu Nghia 
and Son Tinh, where Son My V i l l a g e  i s  l o c a t e d ,  had what was con-
s ide red  a  heavy VC presence i n  t h e  wake of t h e  Tet- - opera t ions .  
In a d d i t i o n ,  because of i t s  l a r g e  popula t ion ,  Son Tinh had taken 
the h e a v i e s t  l o s s e s  i n  Quang Ngai i n s o f a r  a s  human l i v e s ,  c rops ,  
and l i v e s t o c k  were concerned. . 

There were four  Regional Force (RF)  companies, each wi th  an 
author ized  s t r e n g t h  of 123, and 33 Popular Force (PF) p la toons ,  
each wi th  an author ized  s t r e n g t h  of 33, t o  provide s e c u r i t y  f o r  
the  popula t ion  of over  120,000,people i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Ad-
d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  supported 
the  Rural Development Program i n  t h e  province under t h e  opera t ion-  
a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Province Chief .  The province a l s o  had 4 1  
Revolutionary Development (RD) Teams of- 59 men each.  Of t h e s e ,  
25 were working i n  t h e  hamlets.  However, many of t h e  RD teams 
removed from t h e  a r e a  of Route l *  d i d  n o t  remain i n  t h e  hamlets 
overnight ,  a s  they  were supposed t o ,  b u t  r e t i r e d  t o  p r o t e c t e d  
bases u n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing day. 

* Route 1 is  t h e  major north-south land r o u t e  of communica-
t i o n  i n  South Vietnam. I t  i s  c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  QL 1 b u t  
i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  by US personnel  a s  Route 1 o r  Highway 1. 



Many of t h e  RF and PF d id  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  pre-Tet  - posi-
t i o n s  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  u n t i l  l a t e  February and e a r l y  March 
due t o  t h e  cont inuing t h r e a t  of VC f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  popu la t ion  
c e n t e r s  and t h e  l i n e s  of communication. For t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  t h e  
W/PF were employed i n  manning s t a t i c  defense p o s i t i o n s ,  pro-
v id ing  b r idge  and l i n e  of communications s e c u r i t y ,  and guard- 
ing  t h e  approaches t o  Quang Ngai C i ty .  

They were n o t  o r i e n t e d  toward v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet  s e c u r i t y  nor  
had they been t r a i n e d  f u l l y  a s  r e a c t i o n  fo rces  f o r  r a p i d  deploy- 
ment t o  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  a s  needed. Thus, t h e  RF/PF were no t  pos i -  
t ioned  t o  provide p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  popula t ion  c e n t e r s ,  except  f o r  
Quang Ngai C i ty ,  and seldom ventured away from t h e i r  de fens ive  
p o s t s  . Their  preoccupation wi th  t h e i r  own f o r t i f i e d  bases  l e d  t o  
a l a c k  of communication o r  c o n t a c t  with t h e  people ,  thereby min- 
imizing government i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and province.  

A t  t h e  beginning of March 1968 s e c u r i t y  ,condit ions i n  Quang 
Ngai d i d  n o t  permi t  a resumption of normal r u r a l  development 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Fear s t i l l  e x i s t e d  t h a t  a second phase of t h e  T e t  -
o f f e n s i v e  might be launched a t  any t ime,  d e s p i t e  s t r o n g  ind ica -  
t i o n s  t h a t  only enemy l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n s  were i n  t h e  a r e a  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  of imminent opera t ions  had 
been uncovered. I n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  l i t t l e  e f f o r t  had been made 
a s  of March t o  broaden government c o n t r o l  of t h e  countrys ide  o r  t o  
renew i t s  p a c i f i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  Government o f f i c i a l s  were 
p r imar i ly  occupied wi th  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  i n  a r e a s  
l o s t  during-  T e t  and had l i t t l e  t ime t o  concern themselves wi th  
v i l l a g e s ,  s u c h a s  Son My, which had been long under t h e  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  VC. 

G. US PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS (PSYOPS) 

The J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce  (JUSPAO), 
which was formed i n  1965, was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  development 
of U S  psychologica l  o p e r a t i o n s  p o l i c y  i n  Vietnam. Within t h e  
con tex t  of t h i s  guidance and publ ished campaign p l a n s ,  MACV 
p o l i c y  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  commanders would p lan  and conduct 
psychologica l  opera t ions  i n  suppor t  of each m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  
and p a c i f i c a t i o n  program. The JUSPAO e s t a b l i s h e d  theme f o r  t h e  
p o s t r F e t  PSYOPS campaign;which extended from 4 February t o  2 1  
~ a r c h ' m 6 8 ,was "Chieu-Hoi" which means r a l l y  t o  t h e  Government 
of Vietnam. 

Accordingly, t h e  Chieu Hoi program was being emphasized 
throughout  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  A0 immediately p r i o r  t o  t h e  
Son My i n c i d e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  PSYOPS missions emphasizing t h e  
Volunteer Informant Program and t h e  Return t o  Government Contro l  
program were be ing conducted. 



The TF Oregon SOP, which was s t i l l  a p p l i c a b l e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
c i t e d  t h e  fo l lowing  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  
by PSYOPS: 

(1) Expla in  t h e  p re sence  of American and f r i e n d l y  
powers and show t h a t  t h e  VC cannot  match t h e  GVN, 
US, and a l l i e d  commitments. 

( 2 )  E x p l o i t  v i c t o r i e s  by b o t h  ARVN and f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s  t o  ma in t a in  a  winning s p i r i t  w i t h i n  t h e  
ARVN f o r c e s  and t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace .  

( 3 )  E x p l o i t  t h e  Chieu Hoi program t o  encourage 
VC r a l l i e r s  a t  every  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  

( 4 )  Take advantage of VC/NVA v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s ,  
such a s  mounting c a s u a l t i e s ,  a l i e n a t i o n  of 
p o p u l a t i o n  due t o :  i n c r e a s e d  t e r r o r i s m ,  t a x a t i o n ,  
impressment,  lowered l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  examples 
of lower mora le ,  and i n c r e a s i n g  d e f e c t i o n s .  

(5 )  E x p l o i t  i n fo rma t ion  from VC/NVA r a l l i e r s  o r  
PW's. 

M A J  (now LTC) S t a n l e y  E .  Holtom, D i v i s i o n  PSYOPS O f f i c e r  i n  
March 1968, s t a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  PSYOPS shou ld  s u p p o r t  t a c t i c a l  op- 
e r a t i o n s ,  development of t h e  program was l e f t  p r i m a r i l y  t o  h i s  
i n i t i a t i v e  a s  t o  t h e  t ime ,  themes,  and media of d i s s e m i n a t i o n  
which should  be employed. Apparen t ly ,  t h e r e  was minimum coord in-  
a t i o n  w i t h  G3 o r  o t h e r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s .  According t o  Holtom, 
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  o r  no e f f o r t  t o  p l a n  PSYOPS t o  s u p p o r t  t a c t i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  June  1968. I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  be  l i t t l e  
emphasis on PSYOPS w i t h i n  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
A l l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  were conducted independen t ly  and were 
g e n e r a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s t a n d a r d  p r e r e c o r d e d  messages 
or  l e a f l e t s  which a p p l i e d  t o  any l o c a l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  t a r -  
geted a t  a s p e c i f i c  a r e a .  C i t i n g  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  a s  an 
example, h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had no knowledge of t h e  p l ann ing  of 
t he  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  added t h a t  he  d i d  work i n  c l o s e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
with  GVN o f f i c i a l s  regar 'ding programs aimed a t  i n s t i l l i n g  i n  
t he  people  a  s e n s e  of l o y a l t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  govern- 
ment. 

The 1 1 t h  Brigade t a c t i c a l  SOP ( d r a f t )  s t a t e d  t h a t  commanders 
would p l a n  and i n c o r p o r a t e  PSYOPS i n t o  a l l  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
and a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  populace .  The 
SOP s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  a l l  PSYOPS a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  would 
be d i r e c t e d  a t  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  fo l lowing  o b j e c t i v e s :  

(1) Convince a l l  audiences  t h a t  GVN v i c t o r y  i s  
i n e v i t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  US and FWMAF. 



( 2 )  Persuade a l l  audiences t h a t  t h e  f a s t e s t  way t o  
end t h e  war and achieve peace and s e c u r i t y  i s  t o  
suppor t  f r e e  Vietnam and oppose t h e  V i e t  Cong. 

(3 )  Convince a l l  audiences t h a t  t h e  U S  presence 

i n  Vietnam i s  t o  he lp  t h e  RVN and i s  temporary i n  

na ture .  


( 4 )  Convince t h e  Vie t  Cong t h a t  r e t u r n e e s  w i l l  be 

s i n c e r e l y  welcome. 


While t h e  s t a f f  coord ina t ion  a t  br igade  l e v e l  appears  t o  
have been somewhat c l o s e r  than  t h a t  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  Brigade 
S5 s t i l l  was n o t  completely informed o r  always consu l t ed  regarding 
PSYOPS suppor t  f o r  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions .  The 11 th  Brigade S5 
s t a t e d  t h a t  most psychologica l  opera t ions  were conducted rou t ine -  
l y ,  and somewhat independently,  except  f o r  m u l t i b a t t a l i o n  opera-
t i o n s  conducted west  of Route 1 f o r  which t h e  S3 would d i r e c t  him 
t o  prepare  an annex t o  t h e  opera t ions  o rde r .  According t o  t h e  
S5, t h e r e  were no PSYOPS e v e r  conducted i n  d i r e c t  suppor t  of any 
t a c t i c a l  opera t ion  along t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
PSYOPS i n  such a r e a s  of opera t ion  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  of s t andard  
broadcas ts  and l e a f l e t  drops t a r g e t e d  a t  a r e a s  normally s e l e c t e d  
by him spread throughout t h e  Duc Pho and Mo Duc a r e a s  p l u s  t h e  TF 
Barker AO. Areas i n  which e f f e c t i v e  r e s u l t s  were achieved were 
t a r g e t e d  repea ted ly .  

H . FRIENDLY SITUATION 

I n  March 1968, FWMAF i n  South Vietnam t o t a l e d  576,200 of 
which over  515,200 were US. The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
(RVNAF) had a s t r e n g t h  of over  310,700. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were 
over  400,000 Vietnamese s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  Regional Forces ,  Popular 
Forces ,  P o l i c e  Forces,  Self-Defense Forces,  and o t h e r  such or-
g a n i z a t i o n s ,  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were 300 f r i e n d l y  maneuver b a t -
t a l i o n s  deployed throughout  South Vietnam. Of t h i s  t o t a l ,  55 
US, 4 Free World, and 36 RVNAF b a t t a l i o n s  were deployed i n  t h e  I 
Corps a rea .  

During t h e  yea r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t ,  Quang Ngai 
Province had been t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of ARVN, ROK Marine, US 
Marine, and US Army f o r c e s  a l l  of which had conducted many smal l  
u n i t  opera t ions  i n  t h e  province.  Those which were more s i g n i f i -
c a n t  a r e  summarized below. 

I n  February ' l967 ,  US  Marines, ROK Marines, and t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion  conducted t h e  f i r s t  combined opera t ion  i n  t h e  I Corps 
a g a i n s t  t h e  2 1 s t  NVA Regiment, 2d NVA Div i s ion ,  i n  western  Quang 
Ngai, employing seven b a t t a l i o n s ,  t h r e e  of them ARVN a i r b o r n e .  
As t h e  2 1 s t  NVA Regiment p u l l e d  back under ROK Marine p r e s s u r e ,  



the  a i r b o r n e  f o r c e s  made heavy c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  North Vietnamese 
u n i t s  and r e p o r t e d l y  i n f l i c t e d  over  800 c a s u a l t i e s  upon them. 

During September, t h e  '2d ROK Marine Brigade launched 
opera t ion  Dragon F i r e  a g a i n s t  enemy f o r c e s  i n  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh 
and Binh Son D i s t r i c t s .  This  t h r e e - b a t t a l i o n  opera t ion  l a s t e d  
u n t i l  t h e  end of October wi th  t h e  ROK Marines c la iming over  540 
enemy k i l l e d  and 138 s u s p e c t s  captured  dur ing  t h e  campaign. 

The 2d ARVN Divis ion  c a r r i e d  o u t  s e v e r a l  sea rch  and d e s t r o y  
missions i n  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  dur ing  December 1967. One 
such opera t ion  employed two companies i n  coord ina t ion  wi th  one 
RF company and a PF pla toon i n  a one-day o p e r a t i o n  northwest  of 
MY Lai  ( 4 ) .  The Vietnamese f o r c e s  r epor ted  t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  
40 of t h e  enemy, whi le  s u f f e r i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  of 11 k i l l e d  and 8  
wounded, 

When t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  deploy t h e  2d ROK Marine 
~ r i g a d e  o u t  of Quang Ngai Province i n t o  Quang Nam Province t o  
r e in fo rce  nor the rn  I Corps, t h e  Americal Div i s ion ,  i n  coopera t ion  
with t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  was tasked t o  t a k e  over  t h e  ROK a r e a  
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  a r e a s  of opera t ion  were changed accordingly  
(sketch  3-3) . Elements of t h e  198th I n f a n t r y  Brigade moved i n t o  
the  a r e a  i n  l a t e  December wi th  t h e  mission of l o c a t i n g  and des-  
t roying enemy MF/LF u n i t s  and extending government c o n t r o l  over  
the  d i s t r i c t s .  I n i t i a l  c o n t a c t s  were l i g h t  and f r i e n d l y  casua l -  
t i e s  were low. 

On 2 January 1968, t h e  3d Brigade,  4th I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion ,  as-
sumed o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of most of t h e  Muscatine A0 ( ske tch  3-4) ,  
the 198th Brigade r e t a i n i n g  a  smal l  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  nor th .  Re l i e f  of 
the 2d ROK Marine Brigade continued u n t i l  completion on 22 January.  
i n  t h e  meantime, t h e  Americal u n i t s  which conducted opera t ions  i n  
the  a r e a  took a  s t eady  t o l l  of c a s u a l t i e s  from enemy mines and 
boobytraps. I n  one heavy c o n t a c t  on 17 January ,  about  1 0  mi les  
north of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  e lements  of t h e  198th Brigade combat a s s a u l t e d  
the v i l l a g e  of An Thinh (1). Blocking t h e  escape r o u t e s  and us ing  
gunships e f f e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  s e n t  one company t o  sweep t h e  
v i l l a g e .  A s  t h e  enemy t r i e d  t o  f l e e ,  they were engaged by gun- 
sh ips  and t h e  u n i t s  i n  t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n s .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  
day, i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  83 VC had been k i l l e d  and 34 weapons 
captured,  whi le  t h e  US f o r c e s  had f i v e  men wounded. 

The 198th Brigade resumed c o n t r o l  of t h e  e n t i r e  ~ u s c a t i n e  
area  on 25 January t o  inc lude  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  11 th  
I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ' s ,  4 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y  ( - )  and of Task 
Force (TF) Barker~which  had been formed t o  a s s i s t  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  
the  a r e a  vacated  by t h e  ROK Marine Brigade. Subsequently,  t h e  
3d Brigade, 4th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion ,  moved n o r t h  i n t o  Quang Ngai 
Province t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  3d Brigade,  1st A i r  Cavalry ~ i v i s i o n ,  i n  
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 



When t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  e lements  of t h e  22d 
NVA Regiment, 3d NVA D i v i s i o n ,  had moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  southwes t  
of Quang Ngai C i t y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  -T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  it launched Oper- 
a t i o n  Quyet  Thang 22 on 24 February 1968, t o  s eek  o u t  and d e s t r o y  
them. Aided by s t r o n g  t a c t i c a l  a i r  and a r t i l l e r y  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  
a 2-week campaign, t h e  South Vietnamese ma in t a ined  cont inuous  
p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  h e a v i l y  dug-in enemy p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  
f i n a l l y  broke  c o n t a c t  and withdrew on 1 0  March. 

I n  t h e  meantime, i n  Opera t ion  Muscat ine,  t h e  ground c o n t a c t s  
had been l i g h t .  S i n c e  most of t h e  enemy l o c a l  f o r c e  u n i t s  had 
been committed t o  t h e  a t t a c k s  on Quang Ngai C i t y  d u r i n g  -T e t ,  it 
was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  s e c t o r  was i n a c t i v e .  Gunships ,  how- 
e v e r ,  engaged a f o r c e  of  150 VC about  8  k i l o m e t e r s  n o r t h  of My 
La i  ( 4 )  on 30 Janua ry  and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had k i l l e d  o v e r  40 
of t h e  enemy. TF Barker  u n i t s  made s c a t t e r e d  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  s m a l l  
g roups  of VC i n  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  T e t  p e r i o d ,  -
b u t  none o f  any s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

On 4 February ,  t h e  l l t h  Brigade assumed c o n t r o l  of t h e  south-  
e r n  and wes t e rn  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  Muscatine A 0  and of  i t s  own 4 t h  
B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y  ( - ) ,  and TF Barker .  The l l t h  Brigade now 
had o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  bo th  t h e  Muscat ine A0 and t h e  
Duc Pho/Mo Duc D i s t r i c t  a r e a s .  The d i s t r i c t s  l y i n g  between t h e  
1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ' s  a r e a s  - - Tu Nghia and Nghia Hanh - - and t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  n o r t h  and w e s t  of  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  w e r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  ( s k e t c h  3-5) .  
I n  t h e  Muscat ine AO, TF Barker  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  
l y i n g  e a s t  of Route 1 i n  Son Tinh and s o u t h e r n  Binh Son D i s t r i c t s  
and t h e  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y  ( - )  f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w e s t  
of  t h e  road  ( s k e t c h  3-6) .  For TF Barker  t h e  main t a s k  was t o  
conduct  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  l o c a t e  and d e s t r o y  main and l o c a l  f o r c e  
u n i t s  and g u e r r i l l a s  and t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
i n  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  and n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai C i t y .  

Headquar te rs  TF Barker  was a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  abou t  11 k i l o m e t e r s  
no r thwes t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  I t s  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  a r t i l l e r y ,  D B a t t e r y ,  
6 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y  (105mm h o w i t z e r ) ,  was l o c a t e d  a t  
LZ U p t i g h t ,  abou t  8  k i l o m e t e r s  n o r t h  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  Troop 
l i f t  and gunships  f o r  t h e  TF were provided  by t h e  174th  A s s a u l t  
H e l i c o p t e r  Company, l o c a t e d  a t  LZ Bronco i n  Duc Pho, and ae ro -
s c o u t  a c t i v i t i e s  were c a r r i e d  o u t  by Company B ,  123d A v i a t i o n  
B a t t a l i o n ,  whose r e a r  base  was a t  Chu Lai  and forward b a s e  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e .  Two "Swi f t  Boats"  from t h e  ~ o a s t a ' l  S u r v e i l l a n c e  Force ,  US 
Navy were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p a t r o l l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f s h o r e  i n  conjunc- 
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  TF1s ground o p e r a t i o n s .  
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Chapter 4 

ORGANIZATION, OPERATIONS, AND TRAINING OF US UNITS 

The p r i n c i p a l  u n i t s  involved i n  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  were 
~ / 4 - 3  Inf  and C/1-20 In f  of t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade which, 
upon i ts  deployment t o  Vietnam, was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Americal 
Division.  

A. AMERICAL (23D) DIVISION 

The Americal Divis ion  was orqanized i n  September 1967 and 
formally a c t i v a t e d  i n  October ,  when MG,S .  W .  Koster  was p r e s e n t -
ed t h e  d i v i s i o n  c o l o r s .  Like i t s  p redecessor ,  Task Force (TF) 
Oregon, and t h e  o r i q i n a l  Americal,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was a patchwork 
o rqan iza t ion .  Only one of t h e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r igades  t o  be  
a t tached t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  196th I n f a n t r y ,  was i n  Vietnam a t  
t h e  time of a c t i v a t i o n .  The remaining two b r i g a d e s ,  t h e  198th 
In fan t ry  and t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y ,  were both  s t i l l  i n  t r a i n i n q  i n  
Texas and Hawaii, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  Americal 
Division as-sumed temporary o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of 3d Brigade, 
4th I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion ,  and t h e  1st Brigade,  l O l s t  Airborne D i -
v i s i o n ,  p lus  t h e  f o r c e s  suppor t inq  TF Oreqon. On 4 October,  t h e  
3d Brigade, 1st A i r  Cavalry Divis ion ,  was a l s o  p laced  under t h e  
opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Americal Div i s ion ,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
Operation Wheelerfiallowa and s o  remained u n t i l  25 January 1968. 

In  l a t e  October ,  t h e  198th Liqht  I n f a n t r y  Briqade a r r i v e d  i n  
Vietnam, and, a f t e r  a month's t r a i n i n q  a t  Duc Pho, r e l i e v e d  t h e  
196th I n f a n t r y  Brigade i n  p l a c e  a t  Chu La i .  The l a t t e r ,  i n  t u r n ,  
r e l i e v e d  t h e  1st Brigade,  l O l s t  Airborne Div i s ion ,  which depar t -
ed from I Corps i n  l a t e  November. In  December, t h e  l l t h  In fan t ry  
Brigade deployed from Hawaii, t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a rea  under 
t h e  sponsorship  of t h e  3d Briqade, 4th I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion ,  and 
subsequently assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Duc Pho a rea  on 
2 January 1968. The 3d Briqade,  4 th  I n f a n t r y  Divis ion ,  was re -
l eased  from t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  was moved t o  I1 Corps, and 



was placed under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of I F i e l d  Force on 
29 February. The 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Divis ion ,  was a l s o  
a t t ached  t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion  ( l e s s  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l )  
f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e  on 16 February t o  1 2  March 1968. 

By mid-March, t h e  Americal Divis ion  was composed of 
t h r e e  a t t ached  b r igades :  l l t h ,  196th,  and 198th,  p l u s  sup-
p o r t i n g  f o r c e s .  The d i v i s i o n  i n i t i a l l y  was organized. wi th  
a l i g h t  d i v i s i o n  base ,  s i n c e  t h e  necessary  suppor t  elements  
were o rgan ic  t o  each of t h e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r igades .  These 
b r igades  were i n i t i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  independent br igades  
t o  provide t h e  Commander, United S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  
Command Vietnam (COMUSMACV) f o r c e s  which could be detached 
and immediately deployed t o  h igher  p r i o r i t y  a r e a s  wi thout  
d i s r u p t i n g  one of t h e  combat d i v i s i o n s  o r  t h e  normal admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t  system. I t  was n o t  u n t i l  
Apr i l  1969 t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was f u l l y  reorganized and t h e  
br igades  made o rgan ic  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  This  was accom-
p l i s h e d  by a t t a c h i n g  each of t h e  b r igade  headquar ters  t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  and r e l i e v i n g  t h e  maneuver b a t t a l i o n s  from 
assignment t o  t h e  b r igades  and ass ign ing  them t o  t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n .  

I t  was a l s o  necessary t o  r eo rgan ize  t h e  a u s t e r e  T F  
Oregon s t a f f  i n t o  a f u l l  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  This  proceeded 
i n  a  piecemeal f a sh ion  over  a  long pe r iod  of t i m e  and, w i t h  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  opera t ions  -of up t o  f i v e  b r i -  
gades and about 24,000 men i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  many of  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  experienced d i f f i c u l t y .  The s t a g -  
gered a r r i v a l  of t h e  198th and l l t h  Brigades from t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  f o r  example, n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  gradual  merger of t h e  
personnel  s e r v i c e s  elements  of a l l  t h r e e  b r igades  i n t o  a  
conso l ida ted  u n i t .  New r e g u l a t i o n s  and procedures had t o  
be published qu ick ly  t o  i n s u r e  uni formi ty  and responsiveness  
of t h e  personnel  management system t o  suppor t  t h e  once i n -
dependent b r igades .  

The d i v i s i o n  faced major personnel  problems i n  meeting 
t h e  12-month r o t a t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  a s  d i d  a l l  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam. 
Control  of t h e  r o t a t i o n a l  "hump" w i t h i n  t h e  b r igades  was p a r t i c -
u l a r l y  acu te  and requ i red  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of personnel  between 
t h e  b r igades ,  known a s  t h e  i n f u s i o n  program, t o  reduce t h e  
impact and t o  remain w i t h i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
t o  percentage  of u n i t  s t r e n g t h  allowed t o  r o t a t e  w i t h i n  
any one month. This  i n f u s i o n  program, p l u s  t h e  r e c e i p t  of 
l a r g e  numbers of replacements a r r i v i n g  from t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  c r e a t e d  cons ide rab le  personnel  tu rbu lence .  New a r -
r i v a l s  had t o  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  and t o  become f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e i r  
new commanders and noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  and t h e  o p e r a t i n g  
procedures of t h e i r  new u n i t .  For t h e  two b r igades  a r r i v i n g  
from t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  October and December, personnel  



shor tages  and t h e  i n f u s i o n  p rocess  tended t o  f u r t h e r  reduce 
t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  and o p e r a t i o n a l  r e a d i -
ness.  

A s  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade completed i t s  movement t o  
Vieknam, t h e  Replacement Detachment o f  t h e  Americal Divis ion  
moved t o  Chu Lai  and took over  t h e  Div i s ion  Combat Center  
where t h e  t o t a l  replacements rece ived f o r  t r a i n i n g  each 
week inc reased  from 300 t o  a  peak of 1,000 f o r  an average 
of over  500 p e r  week. The Combat Center  conducted a 6-day 
in-country o r i e n t a t i o n  and replacement t r a i n i n g  course f o r  
a l l  replacement personnel  p l u s  ass igned and a t t a c h e d  u n i t s .  
This  course was climaxed by a l i v e  combat p a t r o l - n i g h t  
ambush opera t ion .  P a r t  of t h e  f i r s t  d a y ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was 
devoted t o  t h e  handl ing  of p r i s o n e r s  of war (PW's) and t h e  
p rov i s ions  of t h e  Geneva Conventions. Records of  t h e  
Americal Divis ion  s t a t e  t h a t  7,700 replacements rece ived 
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  
1 2  December 1967 t o  29 March 1968. (The United S t a t e s  Army, 
Vietnam (USARV) I n s p e c t o r  .General  ( I G )  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t  
of 31 J u l y  1968 l i s t s  as  a de f i c i ency  t h e  l a c k  of i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  on t h e  Geneva Conventions.) Classes  were a l s o  pre-  
sen ted  i n  combat l e a d e r s h i p  and long-range p a t r o l  t ech-
niques.  A s  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Chu Lai were subs tandard  i n  many 
cases ,  cons ide rab le  t ime was devoted t o  t h e i r  improvement 
i n  o rde r  t o  provide  adequate housing and t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i -  
t ies  f o r  t h e  new replacements.  Beginning i n  December 1967, 
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  was conducted f o r  u n i t s  t o  c o r r e c t  de- 
f i c i e n c i e s  noted d u r i n g  combat o p e r a t i o n s  and was t a i l o r e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  squad o r  p la toon  under- 
going t h e  course.  

The combat c a p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Arnerical-.. Divis ion  dur ing  
t h e  September 1967-March 1968 pe r iod  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s ,  
s i n c e  t h e  composition of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  changed c o n t i n u a l l y ,  
wi th  only t h e  196th Brigade a t t ached  t o  t h e  Americal f o r  
t h e  e n t i r e  6  months. The 196th  Brigade, o p e r a t i n g  a g a i n s t  
elements  of t h e  2d North Vietnamese Army (NVA) Divis ion  
i n  Operat ion WheelerFJallowa i n  January 1968, performed 
we l l  and accounted f o r  192 enemy k i l - l ed  i n  a c t i o n  ( K I A )  on 
a  s i n g l e  day. Americal Divis ion  t o t a l s  i n  Wheeler/Wallowa 
from 1 November 1967 t o  31 January 1968 claimed 1,718 V i e t  
Cong (VC) and 1,585 North Vietnamese K I A  and 492 i n d i v i d u a l  
weapons and 115 crew-served weapons captured .  Divis ion  
l o s s e s  over  t h e  same pe r iod  i n  t h e  opera t ion  were 220 k i l l e d ,  
713 wounded evacuated,  and 342 minor wounded. 



B. THE l l T H  INFANTRY BRIGADE (LT)  

The l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade was r e a c t i v a t e d  i n  Hayaii  i n  
1966 and was o rgan ic  t o  t h e  6th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion .  I n i t i a l l y  
t h e  b r igade  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h r e e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  -- t h e  3d 
B a t t a l i o n ,  1st I n f a n t r y ;  t h e  4th B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y ;  and 
t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  20th Infantry--and had t h e  mission of a c t -
i n g  as  t h e  US Army P a c i f i c  r e se rve .  

When t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense approved, i n  J u l y  1967, 
General Westmoreland's r eques t  f o r  deployment of a d d i t i o n a l  
US ground fo rces  t o  Vietnam by February 1968, t h e  l l t h  In- 
f a n t r y  Brigade was s e l e c t e d  as one of t h e  u n i t s  t o  be  de- 
ployed. Since t h e  b r igade  was des iqnated  f o r  at tachment  
t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  it had t o  b e  reorganized as  a 
s e p a r a t e  l i g h t  b r i g a d e  t o  conform wi th  i t s  two s i s t e r  
b r igades .  The genera l  e f f e c t  was t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number 
of  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ,  t o  reduce t h e  amount of  veh ic les  and 
o t h e r  heavy equipment, and t o  provide t h e  b r iqade  wi th  
a d d i t i o n a l  suppor t  elements .  

During 1967, t h e  b r iqade  had conducted an a c t i v e  t r a i n -  
i n g  program which beqan wi th  a i r  mobi l i ty  t r a i n i n g  and was 
followed by t a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e s  dur ing  February and March. 
I n  A p r i l ,  an a c c e l e r a t e d  t r a i n i n g  program was i n i t i a t e d .  
S p e c i a l  emphasis was p laced upon advanced i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a i n i n g  which inc luded use  o f  t h e  Jungle Warfare Tra in ing  
Center  (JWTC).  This  f a c i l i t y  was renovated a f t e r  be ing  
i n  a c a r e t a k e r  s t a t u s  s i n c e  depar tu re  o f  t h e  25th I n f a n t r y  
Division.  Each company used t h e  f a c i l i t y  f o r  one week. 
I n s t r u c t o r  personnel  w e r e  s e n t  t o  Hawaii from t h e  US Con- 
t i n e n t a l  Army Command (USCONARC) t o  a i d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
program and 400 f u l l y  t r a i n e d  infantrymen joined t h e  
b r igade  t o  a s s i s t  i n  meeting t h e  c r i t e r i a  necessary f o r  
an emergency deployment. 

I n  l a t e  May and June, t h e  b r iqade  adminis tered  b a t t a l i o n  
and company Army Tra in ing  Tes ts  (ATT) .  A f t e r  t h e  a l e r t  
was rece ived  i n  J u l y ,  t h e  b r igade  began p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a 10-day amphibious e x e r c i s e  (Coral  
Sands 11) which was conducted i n  August o f f  t h e  i s l a n d  
o f  Molokai. This  provided one of t h e  l i m i t e d  opportuni-  
t i e s  f o r  t h e  b r igade  headquar ters  t o  p r a c t i c e  command and 
c o n t r o l  over  a l l  subord ina te  maneuver elements dur ing  a 
f i e l d  e x e r c i s e .  ' 

Upon completion o f  t h e  amphibious e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  
b r igade  concent ra ted  upon p repar inq  personnel  f o r  deploy- 
ment. Language t r a i n i n q  f o r  men who were t o  b e  used as  
i n t e r p r e t e r s , i n d i v i d u a l  weapons f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  and r e -
cord f i r i n g ,  classroom i n s t r u c t i o n  and f i e l d  f i r i n q  f o r  



crew-served weapons pe r sonne l ,  and o r i e n t a t i o n  l e c t u r e s  
on t h e  Vietnam s o c i a l  and t a c t i c a l  environment he lped 
t o  p repare  b r igade  members f o r  t h e i r  upcominq mission.  

One of t h e  more s e r i o u s  problems f a c i n g  t h e  b r i g a d e  
was t h e  replacement of over  1,300 men who were nonde-
ployable under e x i s t i n g  d e p l o y a b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a .  The de- 
c i s i o n  i n  October 1967 t o  deploy t h e  b r i q a d e  t o  Vietnam 
i n  December r a t h e r  than  January f u r t h e r  maqnified t h e  
replacement problem. Many f i l l e r  personnel  were added t o  
t h e  b r igade  t o  meet t h e  personnel  s h o r t f a l l s .  Replacements 
continued t o  a r r i v e  up u n t i l  t h e  deployment d a t e ,  r e q u i r i n g  
numerous adjustments  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n q  program. It was nec-
e s s a r y  t o  s h o r t e n  t h e  t r a i n i n q  schedule  from t h e  normal 8 
weeks t o  4 which made it d i f f i c u l t  t o  provide  adequate u n i t  
t r a i n i n g .  The combination of  a l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  
cons iderable  confusion and caused s i g n i f i c a n t  tu rmoi l  i n  t h e  
b r i g a d e ' s  personnel  s t a t u s  which was d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e i r  
predeployment p r e p a r a t i o n .  Even wi th  t h e  i n f l u x  of r ep lace -
ments, t h e  b r igade  was s t i l l  s h o r t  over  700 men a t  t h e  time 
of  deployment. 

Subordinate u n i t s  were rescheduled throuqh t h e  JWTC f o r  
a 3-day course  which a l l  u n i t s  of t h e  b r igade  had t o  a t t e n d  
and complete. One of  e l even  s t a t i o n s  s e t  up f o r  t h e  t r a i n -  
i n g  was a  t y p i c a l  Southeas t  Asian v i l l a g e  where t h e  s o l d i e r  
was t a u g h t  t h e  proper  methods of s e c u r i n g ,  sea rch ing ,  and 
c l e a r i n g  v i l l a g e s  as  w e l l  as how t o  work b e s t  w i t h  t h e  c i v i l -  
i a n  popula t ion .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  new M-16 r i f l e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  t o  
a l l  personnel  j u s t  2  weeks b e f o r e  deployment which requ i red  
t h a t  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  and range f i r i n q  b e  conducted up t o  t h e  
l a s t  minute. 

The 4th B a t t a l i o n ,  21s t  I n f a n t r y ,  was ass igned as  t h e  
11th  Br igade ' s  4th B a t t a l i o n  i n  November 1967 b u t  d i d  no t  
de'ploy w i t h  t h e  b r igade  t o  Vietnam i n  December. I t  remained 
i n  Hawaii t o  complete i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g ,  and a r -
r i v e d  i n  Vietnam i n  A p r i l  1968. 

The main body of t h e  b r igade  moved by s e a  from Hawaii t o  
Vietnam d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  5-22 December, debarking a t  Q u i  
Nhon and moving t o  Duc Pho by l a n d  and a i r .  It replaced t h e  
3d Brigade,  4th I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion ,  which ac ted  as  t h e  h o s t  
u n i t ,  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n .  

To compensate f o r  t h e  shor tened t r a i n i n g  pe r iod  i n  Hawaii, 
M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam (FIIACV) had agreed t o  
provide t h e  b r igade  wi th  a  month o f  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n -  
country be fo re  it was committed t o  o p e r a t i o n s .  The 3d Brigade, 
4th I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion ,  provided 3 days of  a  planned 7-day 



o r i e n t a t i o n  course  ( c u r t a i l e d  due t o  o p e r a t i o n a l  requirements)  
and t h e  174th Avia t ion  Company i n s t r u c t e d  br igade  personnel  
on t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f - h e l i c o p t e r . g u n s h i p s  and t r o o p  c a r r i e r s  
"Slicks-" and conducted combat a s s a u l t  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
u n i t s .  The 2d ARVN Divis ion  provided a.Vietnamese v i l l a g e  t r a i n -  
i n g  course t h a t  l a s t e d , o n e  day. Conducted i n  a d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e  
nea r  Duc Pho, t h e  course  gave a p r a c t i c a l - d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of VC 
methods of concealment and boobytrapping and emphasized c o r r e c t  
s e a r c h  techniques .  Other i n s t r u c t i o n  rece ived  by Dhe b r igade  i n  
January inc luded sea rch  procedures f o r  l o c a t i n g  VC bunkers 
and " h o l e s , "  ambush techniques ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of enemy 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and rice caches.  

A s  t h e  b r igade  made i t s  las t -minute  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  com-
mitment t o  combat, t h e r e  was one d i s t u r b i n g  element.  Addi t iona l  
replacements t o  b r i n g  t h e  b r igade  up t o  s t r e n g t h  p l u s  t h e  i n -  
f u s i o n  of personnel  t o  e a s e  t h e  r o t a t i o n a l  hump had produced 
cons ide rab le  personnel  tu rbu lence .  -Although undes i rab le ,  
t h i s  was n o t  an uncommon occurrence f o r  many of t h e  u n i t s  
deployed t o  Vietnam who performed e f f e c t i v e l y  d e s p i t e  t h i s  
d i f f i c u l t y .  

C. TASK FORCE BARKER 

When t h e  l l t h  Brigade assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Mus- 
c a t i n e  a r e a  of  opera t ions  ( A O ) ,  it was necessary  f o r  t h e  
b r igade  commander t o  reorganize  h i s  f o r c e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  occupy 
t h e  a r e a  wi th  s i x  r i f l e  companies, which t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
cons idered  t h e  minimum f o r c e  requ i red  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  a r e a .  
BG Andy A. Lipscomb, t h e  b r igade  commander, opted  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a s e p a r a t e  TF dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  20-22 January t o  man t h e  e a s t -  
e r n  p a r t  of t h e  Muscatine A0 and des ignated  t h e  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  
3d I n f a n t r y  ( - )  a s  t h e  u n i t  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  western  s e c t i o n .  
This  permi t ted  t h e  b r igade  commander.to p u t  s i x  companies i n  
t h e  a r e a .  

The TF commander p l u s  an a u s t e r e  s t a f f  were drawn from t h e  
s t a f f  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. This weakened and reduced t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  b r igade  s t a f f .  LTC Frank A. Barker ,  J r . ,  
t h e  br igade  S3, was chosen t o  be t h e  TF commander. MAJ  
Charles  C .  Calhoun, t h e  b r igade  S1, was des ignated  a combina-
t i o n  Executive Off icer /S3,  and CPT Eugene M. Kotouc was l a t e r  
ass igned a s  khe TF S2. 

TF Barker (named a f t e r  i t s  commander) c o n s i s t e d  of t h r e e  
companies, one from each of  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  b a t t a l i o n s .  These 
were: A/3-1 I n f ,  B/4-3 I n f ,  C/1-20 I n f .  Each was cons idered  
by t h e  b r igade  commander t o  be t h e  b e s t  company i n  i t s  ba t -



t a l i o n .  Also a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  TI? were: t h e  3d Pla toon,  Troop 
E ,  1st Cavalry ( - )  ; elements of  t h e  2d Pla toon,  Company C ,  
26th Engineer B a t t a l i o n ;  and a  squad from t h e  l l t h  MP Pla toon.  
Bat tery  D ,  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y  (a  p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t t e r y  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f o u r  105 howitzers  i n s t e a d  of t h e  normal s i x )  
l o c a t e d  a t  Landing Zone (LZ)  Uptight  was i n  d i r e c t  suppor t .  

From 22 January throuqh 15 March 1968 t h e  TF s u f f e r e d  
over  100 f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  about 4 0  p e r c e n t  of which oc-
curred dur ing  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My a rea  dur ing  t h e  month 
of February. During t h e  same pe r iod  t h e  TF es t ima ted  enemy 
c a s u a l t i e s  t o  b e  about 300 k i l l e d  and wounded and 50 cap- 
t u r e d ;  t h e  recorded i n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured  t o t a l e d  
about 2 0 .  

D. COMPANY C ,  1ST BATTALION, 20TH INFANTRY (C/l-20 INF) 

Company C had an au thor ized  s t r e n g t h  o f  s i x  o f f i c e r s  and 
175 e n l i s t e d  men u n t i l  e a r l y  March 1968, when t h e  author ized  
e n l i s t e d  s t r e n g t h  was reduced t o  158 men by an Army-wide 
change t o  t h e  r i f l e  company Table of  Organiza t ion  and Equip- 
ment (TOE) . However, t h e  o p e r a t i n g  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  u n i t  was 
much lower. Of t h e  5 o f f i c e r s  and 125 e n l i s t e d  men a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  duty i n  mid-March, approximately 20 were requ i red  t o  remain 
a t  t h e  company's r e a r  b a s e  t o  p rov ide  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and log i s -  
t i c s  backup f o r  t h e  company. Eleven e n l i s t e d  men from o t h e r  
u n i t s  were a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  company i n c r e a s i n g  f i e l d  o p e r a t i n g  
s t r e n g t h  t o  about 120 men. 

Organized as  a s t andard  r i f l e  company, t h e  u n i t  had a  head- 
q u a r t e r s  p la toon ,  t h r e e  r i f l e  p la toons ,  and a  weapons p la toon .  
Because of t h e  company unders t reng th ,  some o f  t h e  p la toons  op-
e r a t e d  w i t h  only two squads. 

Since December 1966, t h e  company had been commanded by CPT 
Ernes t  L .  Medina. He had l e d  t h e  u n i t  through t h e  r e g u l a r  
t r a i n i n g  program conducted by t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade i n  
Hawaii, where Company C had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  i n t e n s i v e  jungle 
t r a i n i n g ,  as  we l l  a s  l i m i t e d  amphibious and a i r  mobi l i ty  
t r a i n i n g  and e x e r c i s e s  and had passed i t s  ATT. A f t e r  t h e  
b r igade  was a l e r t e d  i n  mid-1967 f o r  deployment t o  Vietnam a t  
t h e  end of t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  company began an a c c e l e r a t e d  t r a i n i n g  
program f o r  t h e  oversea movement. 

Among t h e  many s u b j e c t s  covered, according t o  test imony 



of  some wi tnesses ,  was r o u t i n e  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  handl ing  and 
t r ea tment  of p r i s o n e r s .  This  i n s t r u c t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  p r i -  
mar i ly  toward t h e  so -ca l l ed  5 S ' s  -- Search,  S i l e n c e ,  Segregate ,  
Speed, and Safeguard. During t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  l i t t l e  emphasis 
w a s  placed on t h e  t r ea tment  of c i v i l i a n s  and refugees  o r  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  war crimes o r  a t r o c i t i e s ;  

Company C was s e l e c t e d  t o  deploy wi th  t h e  advance element of 
t h e  b r igade  i n  t h e  move t o  Vietnam and was consequently scheduled 
t o  l eave  Hawaii on 1 December 1967. The e a r l i e r  d e p a r t u r e  d a t e  
f u r t h e r  compressed a l l  t r a i n i n g  t o  a  minimum dur ing  November as  
t h e  company was h e a v i l y  engaged i n  sc reen ing  o u t  personnel  i n e l i -  
g i b l e  t o  deploy, r e c e i v i n g  new replacements ,  and drawing and 
p repar ing  equipment f o r  t h e  move. The i n f l u x  of  newly ass igned 
personnel  i n t o  t h e  company (over  50 p e r c e n t  of t h e  s t r e n g t h )  
dur ing  t h e  predeployment pe r iod  tended t o  f u r t h e r  reduce t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  program. 

A f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  i n  e a r l y  December, t h e  
company a t t ended  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  in-country i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
t r a i n i n g  program. I n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  
handl ing  and t r ea tment  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  refugees  was n o t  covered 
dur ing  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  The company immediately began t o  c a r r y  
o u t  smal l  squad-size p a t r o l s ,  t o  man t h e  b r igade  pe r imete r  
a t  n i g h t ,  and t o  c o n s t r u c t  bunkers dur ing  t h e  day. O r i e n t a t i o n  
and t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  continued u n t i l  January 1968 
when t h e  company was ass igned t o  TF Barker and moved t o  t h e  
Muscatine AO. 

During t h e  7 weeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  Company 

C - d i d  n o t  engage i n  any major combat a c t i o n .  It  d i d  p a r t i c i -  

p a t e  i n  p a t r o l l i n g  and o t h e r  o f f e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  and a l s o  

a c t e d  a s  a  base s e c u r i t y  f o r c e .  Contacts  wi th  t h e  enemy 


. 	 were l i g h t  and confined t o  s n i p e r  f i r e .  The bulk of t h e  com-
pany 's  c a s u a l t i e s  from h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  January t o  
mid-March pe r iod  w e r e  caused by enemy mines and boobytraps.  
Of t h e ,  c a s u a l t y  t o t a l  of 4 k i l l e d  and 38  wounded, only  1 
of t h e  k i l l e d  and 2 of t h e  wounded r e s u l t e d  from d i r e c t  enemy 
c o n t a c t .  

A survey of t h e  personnel  a s s e t s  of Company C i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  none of t h e  men had had s i g n i f i c a n t  combat exper ience  be- 
f o r e  t h e  Son My opera t ion  and t h a t  t h i s  was t h e i r  f i r s t  major 



a s s a u l t  r o l e .  I n  t h e  m a t t e r  of l e a d e r s h i p ,  CPT Medina was 
considered t o  be an ou t s t and ing  company commander by h i s  men 
and s u p e r i o r s ,  b u t  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  were no t  s o  regarded.  

Two-thirds of t h e  23 noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
company were e n l i s t e e s  and t h e  major i ty  were above t h e  aver-
age i n  a l l  eva lua ted  a r e a s .  There was a h igher  percentage  of 
high scho5l  graduates  and men wi th  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t s  i n  t h i s  
group than was found throughout t h e  Army a t  t h a t  t ime wi th  t h e  
major i ty  be ing above t h e  average i n  genera l  l e a r n i n g  and infan-  
t r y  a b i l i t y .  

The remainder of t h e  e n l i s t e d  men represen ted  an average 
c ross  s e c t i o n  of e n l i s t e e s  and induc tees  wi th  about 40 per-
c e n t  be ing e n l i s t e e s  and s l i g h t l y  over  60 p e r c e n t  induc tees .  
The induc tees ,  a s  a group, had less educa t ion  and were less 
t r a i n a b l e  than  t h e  average f o r  Army-wide access ions  f o r  t h e  
per iod .  Despi te  t h i s ,  they  were b e t t e r  than  average i n  
i n f a n t r y  a p t i t u d e .  Well over  50 p e r c e n t  were high school  
graduates  and almost a  f o u r t h  of  t h e  e n l i s t e e s  had some 
co l l ege  c r e d i t s .  The average age of t h e  e n l i s t e e s  was j u s t  
under 21 y e a r s .  The induc tees  were above t h e  average i n  
p r a c t i c a l l y  every eva lua ted  a r e a .  Close t o  80 p e r c e n t  were 
high school  graduates  and about 17 pe rcen t  had c o l l e g e  c r e d i t s .  
Average age of t h e  inductees  was 22 yea r s .  

About 8  p e r c e n t  of t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  less noncom-
missioned o f f i c e r s ,  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  P r o j e c t  One Hundred Thousand 
category and were i n  t h e  lowest  mental group. The percentage  
of t h i s  group was lower than  t h e  Army-wide access ion  f i g u r e  
of 12 pe rcen t .  

Taken a s  a  whole, t h e  personnel  composition of Company C 
contained no s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v i a t i o n  from t h e  average and t h e r e  
was l i t t l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  it from o t h e r  r i f l e  companies. 

E.  COMPANY B ,  4TH BATTALION, 3D INFANTRY (B/4-3 INF) 

Company B had an au thor ized  s t r e n g t h  of  6  o f f i c e r s  and 175 
e n l i s t e d  men u n t i l  March 1968, when t h e  e n l i s t e d  s t r e n g t h  was 
reduced t o -  158 men. I n  mid-March 1968, t h e r e  were 5 o f f i c e r s  
and 134 e n l i s t e d  men ass igned t o  t h e  company. Of t h e s e ,  2 
o f f i c e r s  and 63 e n l i s t e d  men had been ass igned s i n c e  t h e  com-
pany 's  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam. Because of personnel  requirements  
f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c  backup f o r  t h e  company, t h e  
f i e l d  o p e r a t i n g  s t r e n g t h  was reduced t o  approximately 115 men. 
The company was organized a s  a s t andard  r i f l e  company, b u t  
because it w a s  unders t reng th ,  t h e  f i r s t  and second p la toons  
were reduced t o  two r i f l e  squads each f o r  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

During 1967 t h e  company followed t h e  r e g u l a r  t r a i n i n g  
program conducted by t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade i n  Hawaii. 
A f t e r  t h e  b r igade  was a l e r t e d  i n  mid-March 1967 f o r  deployment 



t o  Vietnam, t h e  company began, as. d i d  a l l  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  an 
i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  program t o  p repare  f o r  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  
i n  Vietnam emphasizing weapons t r a i n i n q ,  t h e  Vietnam s o c i a l  
environment,  and counterinsurgency opera t ions .  Routine i n -  
s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  hand l ing  and. t r ea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  was 
a l s o  covered. Again, no s p e c i a l  emphasis was p laced  on' t h e  
t r ea tment  of  c i v i l i a n s  and refugees o r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
f o r  r e p o r t i n g  war crimes o r  a t r o c i t i e s .  The as signment of 
approximately 50 replacement personnel  dur ing  t h e  2-month 
pe r iod  b e f o r e  embarkation undoubtedly r e s u l t e d  i n  deployment 
of some personnel  wi thout  adequate u n i t  t r a i n i n g .  

A f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  i n  mid-December, t h e  
company rece ived t h e  same i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  as a l l  o t h e r  
r i f l e  companies of  t h e  b r iqade  and soon began t o  c a r r y  o u t  
smal l  squad-size p a t r o l s ,  t o  man t h e  pe r imete r  a t  n i g h t ,  
and t o  c o n s t r u c t  bunkers dur ing  t h e  day. O r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n -  
i n g  i n  Duc Pho a rea  continued u n t i l  January 1968 when t h e  com-
pany was ass igned t o  TF Barker and moved t o  t h e  Muscatine AO. 

A survey o f  t h e  personnel  a s s e t s  of  Company B ind ic ' a t e s  
t h a t  few of t h e  men had had s i q n i f i c a n t  combat exper ience .  
There were no Vietnam r e t u r n e e s  i n  t h e  company and only two 
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  had previous combat exper ience  be- 
f o r e  Vietnam. However, t h e  company was f a m i l i a r  wi th  and re-  
spec ted  t h e  hazards of  t h e  Son My a rea  due t o  i t s  previous  
opera t  ions  t h e r e .  

In  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  company commander, CPT 
Michles, was cons idered  an extremely consc ien t ious ,  career-
m t i v a t e d  o f f i c e r .  He had commanded Company B f o r  15 months 
and had demonstrated s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  of  h i s  
o f f i c e r s  and men. H e  l e d  h i s  company i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion  
s h o r t  one commissioned p la toon  leader .  H e  took t o  t h e  f i e l d  
two l i e u t e n a n t s .  One was considered a  mature,, s o l i d '  o f f  i ce . r  
t r y i n g  t o  do a job. The o t h e r  was desc r ibed  as q u i e t ,  i n t e l -
l i g e n t ,  b u t  b a s i c a l l y  n o t  motivated toward a c a r e e r  as an Army 
o f f i c e r .  The l a t t e r  o f f i c e r  had a r r i v e d  in-country only 3 
weeks be fo re  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

The noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  company were apparent ly  
w e l l  s e l e c t e d  w i t h  emphasis on q u a l i t y .  Two-thirds of  t h e  27  
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  were e n l i s t e e s .  The major i ty  were 
above t h e  average found throuqhout t h e  Army i n  a l l  eva lua ted  
s r e a s  . This  inc luded o v e r a l l  t r a i n a b i l i t y ,  i n f a n t r y  a p t i t u d e ,  
g e n e r a l  l e a r n i n g  a b i l i t y ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  among t h e  f o u r  mental 
c a t e g o r i e s ,  and percentaqe  of  hiqh school  graduates  o r  h i g h e r .  

The remainder of  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men ranked below t h e  average 
f o r  t h e  Army i n  a l l  a reas  eva lua ted  except  p re induc t ion  ed- 
ucat ion .  This  group was composed of  29 p e r c e n t  e n l i s t e e s  and 



71 percent  induc tees .  The only s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  inductees  and e n l i s t e e s  were t h a t  t h e  en-
l i s t e e s  were b e t t e r  i n  i n f a n t r y  a p t i t u d e  and t h e  induc tees  had 
a  h igher  percentage of h igh  school  graduates  and men who had 
at tended c o l l e g e .  

When t h e  noncomn~ssioned o f f i c e r s  an'd o t h e r  men a r e  ana-
lyzed a s  a group, t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel of t h e  company a r e  
nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  access ions  t h a t  en te red  the Army dur ing  
t h e  same pe r iod  o f  time. 

Taken a s  a  whole, t h e  personnel  composition of Company B 
contained no s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v i a t i o n  from t h e  Army-wide average 
and t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  it from o t h e r  r i f l e  com-
panies.  

F . PREVIOUS TASK FORCE BARKER OPERATIONS I N  THE SON MY AREA 

There were two s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ions  conducted i n  the  Son 
My Area by TF Barker d u r i n g  t h e  month of February 19 6 8. 

The f i r s t  of  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  began on 13 February and was 
t a r g e t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  48th Local Force (LF) B a t t a l i o n .  The 
genera l  concept was f o r  C/1-20 I n f  t o  a c t  a s  a  b locking f o r c e  
north and northwest  of  My Lai ( 4 )  f o r  elements of B/4-3 Inf  
pushing toward t h a t  p o s i t i o n  from j u s t  n o r t h  o f  Route ,521. * 
A/3-1 Inf  was t o  a t t a c k  e a s t  on t h e  n o r t h s i d e  of Route 521 
t o  My Lai  (1). Elements of  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  a l s o  p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  t h i s  opera t ion  b u t  remained south  of Route 521, t h e  
boundary between t h e  u n i t s .  

A s  B Company approached My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  heavy f i r e  was rece ived 
from t h e  enemy occupying prepared p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  hedgerows 
and t r e e  l i n e s .  A p la toon of  B Company at tempted t o  f l ank  
t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n  and was pinned down. A p la toon of  armored 
personnel  c a r r i e r s  (APC's) was committed and, by us ing  heavy 
suppress ive  f i r e s ,  e x t r a c t e d  t h e  p la toon.  ARVN withdrew t h e i r  
f o r c e s  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  and B Company was withdrawn. Company B 
had one man k i l l e d  and f i v e  men wounded i n  t h e  ac t ion .  There 
were 78 VC r e p o r t e d l y  k i l l e d  by t h e  end of t h e  day. 

Company A continued t h e  a t t a c k  t h e  fo l lowing day and en-
countered heavy r e s i s t a n c e  from My Lai  (1). The t h i r d  day, 
B Company was a i r l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  a rea  t o  suppor t  A Company 
i n  a sweep o f  My Lai  (1). However, t h e  VC had s l i p p e d  away 
dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  and only  l i g h t  r e s i s t a n c e  was encountered.  
A sea rch  of t h e  hamlet revealed  an i n t r i c a t e  and deep tunnel  
complex wi th  r e i n f o r c e d  b r i c k  rooms loca ted  1 2  t o  20 f e e t  



underground. A f t e r  s e c u r i n g  approximately 3 t o n s  of enemy 
equipment, t h e  two companies p a r t i a l l y  destroyed t h e  tunne l  
system and re tu rned  t o  t h e i r  base  a rea .  Resu l t s  of  t h e  3-day 
opera t ion  were 3 US k i l l e d  and 15 wounded with 80 VC repor ted  
k i l l e d ;  no enemy weapons were captured .  

The second opera t ion  began on 23 February wi th  t h e  48th 

LF B a t t a l i o n  again be ing  t h e  t a r g e t .  Two r i f l e  companies, 

A/3-1 In f  and B/4-3 I n f ,  p l u s  t h e  same pla toon of APC's, 

were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  C/1-20 In f  

was l o c a t e d  about 1 0  k i lometers  n o r t h  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  


Company B occupied b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  nor th  and n o r t h e a s t  
of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Company A had t h e  mission of a t t a c k i n g  t o  t h e  
e a s t  toward My Lai  (1)whi le  t h e  platoon of A P C ' s  screened 
t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  a long Route 521. Heavy enemy f i r e  was rece ived,  
i n c l u d i n g  mor tars ,  r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s ,  rocke t s ,  and automatic 
weapons, a s  Company A and t h e  APC's advanced toward t h e  c o a s t .  
A r t i l l e r y  and a i r  s t r i k e s  were qu ick ly  c a l l e d  i n  and t h e  APC's 
swept toward t h e  enemy ou tpos t  l i n e ;  two APC's were h i t  and 
t h e  platoon l e a d e r  was s e r i o u s l y  wounded. Following a d d i t i o n a l  
a r t i l l e r y  and a i r  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  
APC's again a t t acked  and, t h i s  t ime,  took a heavy t o l l  o f  t h e  
enemy. I n  t h e  meantime, Company A continued t o  pu t  p ressure  
on t h e  VC, b u t  l o s t  some of i t s  momentum when t h e  company com-
mander was wounded. By l a t e  af ternoon .the enemy broke c o n t a c t  
and was a b l e  t o  escape  by i n t e r m i n g l i n g  wi th  c i v i l i a n s  evacu-
a t i n g  t h e  combat zone and by us ing  t h e  complex tunne l  system 
honeycombing t h e  s e c t o r .  

Company B ,  which had only l i g h t  c o n t a c t  throughout t h e  
opera t ion ,  l inked  up w i t h  Company A,  and, wi th  t h e  APC ' s ,  wi th-
drew t o  t h e  TF base .  During t h e  n igh t  and t h e  fo l lowing day 
Company B l o s t  one man and had 1 0  men wobded  from enemy gre-
nades and boobytraps. To t h e  n o r t h ,  Company C s u f f e r e d  f i v e  
c a s u a l t i e s  from s n i p e r  f i r e  and k i l l e d  two VC.  

The t o t a l  c a s u a l t i e s  f o r  t h e  2-day opera t ion  were t h r e e  
US k i l l e d  and 28 wounded, p lus  two APC's damaged. There 
were 75 VC r epor ted  k i l l e d ,  one PW, and s i x  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons 
captured  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion .  This  was t h e  l a s t  major of-  
f e n s i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My a rea  p r i o r  t o  t h e  16 March 1968 
a s s a u l t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions ,  t h e r e  were some 
psychologica l  opera t ions  conducted i n  t h e  a rea  dur ing  t h e  per-  

' i o d  irmnediately p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t ,  although none 



were t a r g e t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  Son My. * The Son My a rea  had 
been a f requen t  t a r g e t  of e a r l i e r  p:;ychological campaigns 
aimed a t  encouraging t h e  people t o  l eave  t h e  VC-controlled 
area  and r e t u r n  t o  Government of  Vietnam (GVN) c o n t r o l .  Ac-
cording t o  t h e  Divis ion  Psycholoqica l  Operat ions (PSYOP) o f -  
f i c e r ,  s t andard  l e a f l e t s  and b roadcas t s  which followed t h e  theme 
of "move o u t  now and begin a new l i f e  under t h e  GVN" were nor-
mally used f o r  t h i s  purpose.  Some l e a f l e t s  apparent ly  impl ied  
t h a t  t h o s e  who e l e c t e d  t o  -remain i n  t h e  a rea  would be considered 
as  VC o r  VC sympathizers .  Even so,  t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  noncombatants had moved o u t  of t h e  a rea .  

* AERIAL BROADCASTS 

Date 	 Locat i o n  Lenuth Th eme 

1 Mar 3 KIW NW o f  Thuan 2 0  min Unite wi th  GVN t o  b u i l d  
Yen (My Lai  ( 4 ) )  an economical powerful 

Vietnam 

214 3 K m s  N-NW o f  Thuan 20 min Surrender  t o  t h e  j u s t  
Mar Yen cause o f  t h e  GVN 

13  Mar 	 4 K m s  NW o f  Thuan 30 min Chieu Hoi 
Yen 

LEAFLET DROPS : 

Date 	 Locat i o n  Number Th eme 

4 Mar 	 3 K m s  N-NW of  100,000 Reward f o r  VC Weapons 
Thuan Yen 

13 Mar 	 4 K m s  NW of Thuan 250,000 (1)Chieu Hoi; (2)  These 
Yen p lanes  w i l l  des t roy  you 

(3)  Message f o r  I n f i l -  
t r a t i o n  Troops 

13 Mar 	 2 K m s  NE o f  Thuan 150,000 Chieu Hoi 
Yen 



Chapter 5 

THE SON MY OI'ERATION, 16- 19 MARCH 1968 

The purpose of t h i s  chap te r  i s  t o  provide  an overview of' 
t h e  p repara t ions  f o r  and conduct of t h e  Son My opera t ion  con-
ducted by TF Barker dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  16-19 March 1968. 

A.  CONCEPT OF THE OPERATION 

The Son My o p e r a t i o n  was conceived and planned by LTC Frank 
A. Barker,  CO o f  Task Force (TF) Barker ,  and h i s  immediate 
s t a f f .  Within t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  it was normal procedure 
f o r  s > a t t a l i o n  o r  TF commander t o  p l a n  and conduct opera t ions  
w l ~ h i nh i s  ass igned a r e a  o f  opera t ions  (AO) . I t  was a l s o  t h e  
po l i cy  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t o  approve t h e  scheme o f  
opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  i t s  execut ion .  Al-though MG Koster  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  approving t h e  opera t ion ,  h e  remembers 
p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n  be inq  desc r ibed  t o  him, and it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
he  d i d  approve it. I t  i s  a l s o  probable t h a t  BG Lipscomb, com-
mander of  t h e  l l t h  Briqade u n t i l  15 March 1968, approved t h e  
concept and t iming of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  
an ex tens ion  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  normal A0 from t h e  2d Army 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Divis ion  ( s e e  s k e t c h  5-1) .  COL 
Henderson, who became CO o f  t h e  l l t h  Briqade on 15  March 1968, 
was a l s o  b r i e f e d  on t h e  opera t ion  and gave it h i s  approval .  I t  
i s  p robab le ,  however, t h a t  none of  t h e s e  commanders was b r i e f e d  
on t h e  d e t a i l s  f o r  execu t ing  t h e  p lan .  ' 

The concept of t h e  opera t ion  was t h a t  TF Barker ,  employing 
a l l  t h r e e  of i t s  a t t a c h e d  r i f l e  companies, would conduct a 
search  and des t roy  opera t ion  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  beginning on 
16 March 1968. Search and des t roy  opera t ions  were a t  t h a t  t ime 
o f f i c i a l l y  de f ined  by M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam 
(IIACV) d i r e c t i v e  a s  t h o s e  opera t ions  conducted f o r  t h e  purpose 
o f  seeking out  and d e s t r o y i n g  enemy f o r c e s ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  
r e sources ,  and base  a r e a s .  These opera t ions  were o r i e n t e d  on 
enemy f o r c e s  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  of US u n i t s  ' ass igned t a c t i c a l  
a reas  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I n  t h e  case  of TF Barker ,  t h e  ob jec- 
t i v e  was t h e  entrapment and e l i m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  48th V i e t  Conq 
(VC) Local Force (LF) B a t t a l i o n  and two s e p a r a t e  l o c a l  fo rce  
companies, and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t  
base  and s t a g i n g  a rea .  The 4 8th had,  f o r  severa l '  y e a r s ,  



roamed throughout  Son T-inh D i s t r i c t  and, more r e c e n t l y ,  had 
used t h e  Son My a r e a  a s  a  base f o r  i t s  l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t  
a c t i v i t i e s .  During t h e  March 1968 time frame t h e  48th probably 
rece ived p e r i o d i c  resupply by enemy s e a  t r a w l e r s  o p e r a t i n g  o f f  
t h e  Batangan Peninsula .  

A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  16-19 March o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  48th was 
considered a s  pos ing a con t inu ing  and imminent t h r e a t  a g a i n s t  
Quang Ngai C i ty .  A MACV i n t e l l i g e n c e  assessment ,  i s s u e d  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of February 1968, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th had 
r e c e n t l y  been fu rn i shed  wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  t roops  from d i s t r i c t  
f o r c e s  and a  p o s s i b l e  North Vietnamese Army (NVA) replacement 
packet ,  and in tended t o  combine wi th  o t h e r  l o c a l  f o r c e s  t o  
i n i t i a t e  an o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  Quang Ngai C i ty .  Previous 
opera t ions  by TF Barker elements  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  had c l e a r l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  48th possessed heavy weapons, i n c l u d i n g  
12.7mm machineguns, r o c k e t s ,  and mor tars .  I t  was be l i eved  by 
t h e  TF headquar ters  t h a t  t h e  48th had been ins t rumenta l  i n  
i n f l i c t i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  on TF elements  dur ing  t h o s e  previous  
opera t ions  ( s e e  chap 4 ) .  

S ince  t h e  Son My a rea*  was n o t  w i t h i n  TF Barker ' s  normal 
AO, c l e a r a n c e  f o r  t h e  temporary ex tens ion  of t h e  A0 was obta ined 
through Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and Quang Ngai Province headquar ters ,  
and from t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  which had primary t a c t i c a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  

B. ISSUANCE OF ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS 

The o r d e r  f o r  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  was i s s u e d  o r a l l y  by LTC 
Barker a t  Landing Zone (LZ) Dot t i e ,  s i t e  of t h e  TF Barker com-
mand p o s t ,  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 15 March 1968. LZ D o t t i e  was 
l o c a t e d  approximately 11 ki lomete r s  northwest  of t h e  Son My 
a rea .  No w r i t t e n  o rde r s  w e r e  i s sued  by t h e  11 th  Brigade con-
ce rn ing  t h e  opera t ion  and t h e r e  has been no s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence 
developed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  TF Barker i s s u e d  e i t h e r  an opera t ion  
overlay o r  a  w r i t t e n  fragmentary o rde r  t o  supplement t h e  o r a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  (One wi tness  [CPT Gamble] t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
rece ived  an  informat ion  copy of a  w r i t t e n  o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  
subsequent t o  t h e  15 March b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  i t  appears  from t h e  
testimony of CPT' (now M r . )  Vazquez, who was t h e  TF Barker f i r e  
suppor t  coord ina to r ,  t h a t  CPT Gamble i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  an 

* V i l l a g e ,  hamlet ,  and subhamlet t i t l e s  used i n  t h e  reconst ryc-  
t i o n  of even t s  desc r ibed  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  (and dep ic ted  on accom-
panying s k e t c h  maps) a r e  based on US Army Topographic maps i n  
e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h e  time of t h e  Son My opera t ion .  Refer  t o  c h a p t e r  
3 f o r  t i t l e s  c u r r e n t l y  used by Government of Vietnam ( G W )  
a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  va r ious  p o l i t i c a l  subd iv i s ions  w i t h i n  Son 
My Vi l l age .  



a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  over lay  prepared by Vazquez, r a t h e r  than  an 
opera t ions  over lay  from TF Barker.  I n  any even t ,  t h e  over lay  
w a s  des t royed by Gamble soon a f t e r  he rece ived  it.) Other 
wi tnesses  who t e s t i f i e d  a s - t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i s suance  of opera-
t i o n s  over lays /orders  were no t  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h e i r  con ten t  o r  even tua l  d i s p o s i t i o n .  

Attending t h e  15 March b r i e f i n g  were: 

LTC Frank A. Barker CO, TF ~ a r E e r  

MAJ F r e d e r i c  W. Watke CO, B Company (Aero-
Scout)  , 123d Avn Bn 

MAJ Charles  C. Calhoun S3, TF Barker 

CPT Eugene M. Kotouc S2, TF Barker 

CPT s tephen J. Gamble CO, D B a t t e r y ,  
Arty 

6-11th 

CPT (now M r . )  Dennis R. Vazquez A r t i l l e r y  
O f f i c e r  

L ia i son  

CPT (now M r .  ) William C .  Riggs CO, A/3-1 I n f  

CPT E a r l  R. Michles CO, B/4-3 In f  

CPT Ernes t  L. Medina CO, C/1-20 I n £  

*1LT (now M r . )  Donald R. M i l l i k i n  P l t  Leader ("Dolphins") , 
174th Avn Co 

*W01 (now ~ L T ' )Michael 0 .  Magno. A s s i s t a n t  S3, 174th 
Avn Co 

COL Henderson had a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  1330 hours ,  and 
p r i o r  t o  i s suance  of t h e  opera t ion  o r d e r  addressed a l l  o r  most 
of t h e  assembled group. H e  b r i e f l y  reviewed t h e  concept  of t h e  
forthcoming opera t ion  and then  d i scussed  s e v e r a l  combat pe r fo r -  
mance a r e a s  i n  which he and BG Lipscomb, previous  commander of  
t h e  11th  Brigade,  f e l t  t h a t  TF Barker elements had been d e f i -  
c i e n t  and, a s - a  r e s u l t ,  had f a i l e d  t o  accomplish t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e .  
H e  emphasized t h e  n e c e s s i t y  and advantages of e s t a b l i s h i n g  and 
mainta in ing c l o s e  and aggress ive  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy. 
Severa l  wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he a l s o  a l luded  t o  t h e  
e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n  "once and f o r  a l l . " .  

* Probable Attendees 



CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  COL Henderson's b r l e f i n g  a l s o  l inked  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  u n i t ' s  p a s t  f a i l u r e  t o  aggress ive ly  p rosecu te  enemy 
c o n t a c t s  wi th  t h e  low r a t e  of enemy weapons captured  i n  t h o s e  
opera t ions .  According t o  CPT Medina,.COL Henderson r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e i r  lack  of aggress iveness  a s  p e r m i t t i n g  "men, women, o r  
c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o t h e r  VC s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a "  t o  p i c k  up t h e  
weapons and g e t  away. CPT Medina's r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  
a spec t  of COL Henderson's b r i e f i n g  i s  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by t h e  
test imony of o t h e r  wi tnesses  who were i n  a t t endance  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  MAJ  Calhoun, t h e  S 3 ,  d i d  t e s t i f y  con&rning an 
e a r l i e r  opera t ion  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  dur inq  which a captured  
enemy mortar  was r e t r i e v e d  by tw"6 armed VC-women i n  t h e  midst 
of a f i r e f i g h t .  

INTELLIGENCE 

Following COL Henderson's remarks and h i s  d e p a r t u r e  from 
LZ D o t t i e  a t  1415 hours ,  CPT Kotouc, t h e  TF S2, gave an i n t e l -
l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  assembled group. I n  h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  he 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th VC LF B a t t a l i o n  was d i s p e r s e d  through- 
o u t  t h e  Son My a r e a .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  both he and LTC 
Barker f e l t  t h a t  t h e  VC headquar ters  and two companies, t o t a l -
i n g  over  200 enemy, would be l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  subhamlet of My 
Lai ( 4 )  .- , MAJ Calhoun and MAJ Watke t e s t i f i e d ,  however, 
t h a t  t h e  TF command group deduced t h a t  t h e  enemy headquar ters  
w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  " P i n k v i l l e "  o r  My Lai  (1). Whatever t h e  b a s i s  
f o r  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c ' e  e s t i m a t e ,  t h e  test imony of CPT Medina and 
o t h e r  members of C Company i n d i c a t e s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  they  f u l l y .  
expected,  based on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g ,  t o  encounter  an 
enemy f o r c e  of between 200-250 i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  fo l lowing 
morning. 

During t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  and/or LTC Barker ' s  
o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  ( see  below),  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  
w i t h i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  was a sc a t e g o r i ~ ~ d  " a c t i v e  sympathizers  
wi th  t h e  VC." Severa l  wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  it was s t a t e d  
by both B,arker and Kotouc t h a t  most of t h e  c i v i l i a n  i n h a b i t a n t s  
would be o u t  of  t h e  Son My hamlets and on t h e i r  way t o  l o c a l  
markets by 0700 hours on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968 ( t h i s  
was a  Saturday morning, normally a  marketing day f o r  t h e  -
Vietnamese).  Some r e f e r e n c e  was a l s o  apparen t ly  made, o r  
had been made, t o  previous  l e a f l e t  drops and hel icopter -borne  
loudspeaker b roadcas t s  which had a l l e g e d l y  warned t h e  c i v i l i a n  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of Son My t o  evacuate  t h e  a r e a  and move t o  GVN-
c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s  i n  o r d e r  t o  avoid p o t e n t i a l  i n j u r y  from f o r t h -  
coming a l l i e d  opera t ions .  The con tex t  i n  which t h e  l e a f l e t  
drop/loudspeaker informat ion  was b r i e f e d  t o  TF Barker personnel  
on 15 March, and, i n  f a c t ,  whether it was a c t u a l l y  b r i e f e d  on 
15 March ( a s  opposed t o  an e a r l i e r  o r  l a t e r  d a t e )  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  
from t h e  test imony developed. Examination of  p e r t i n e n t  records  
of TF Barker ,  t h e  11 th  Brigade, and t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  



however, r e v e a l s  no evidence of any l e a f l e t  drop o r  a e r i a l  
b roadcas t  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  'of My Lai ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  
pe r iod  1 through 20 March 1968, and those  drops and b roadcas t s  
which w e r e  conducted i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Son My a r e a  dur ing  
t h i s  t ime d i d  n o t  adv i se  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  evacuate  t h e  
a r e a .  I n  any case ,  t h e  probable presence of c i v i l i a n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968 was 
taken i n t o  account by LTC Barker i n  t h e  development of h i s  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p lan ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  it p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  employ- 
ment of a r t i l l e r y  p repara to ry  f i r e s .  

D. OPERATIONAL ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS 

Following t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  by CPT K O ~ O U C ,  an 
opera t ions  b r i e f i n g  and implementing~instructionswere given 
by MAJ Calhoun, TF S3, and LTC Barker .  MAJ Calhoun t e s t i f i e d  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he does n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what i n f o r -  
mation was p resen ted  by him and what information/instructions 
were given by LTC Barker ,  b u t  t h a t  Barker had p e r s o n a l l y  
s e l e c t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  landing zones and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n  which w e r e  t o  be used on t h e  fo l lowing day. MAJ 
Calhoun a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  p resen ted  a t  t h e  
15  March b r i e f i n g  p e r t a i n e d  only t o  p lans  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  day of 
t h e  opera t ion ,  16 March. 

LTC Barker ' s  dea th  i n  a c t i o n  on 13 June  1968 and t h e  
absence of any w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  over lays  
provided dur ing  t h e  opera t ions  b r i e f i n g ,  have made it neces-
s a r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  planned scheme of maneuver and opera- 
t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  almost e x c l u s i v e l y  from test imony of 
wi tnesses  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and/or who h a b i t u a l l y  worked 
i n  t h e  TF Headquarters .  While t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  desc r ibed  h e r e i n  
and t h e  planned scheme of  maneuver dep ic ted  on s k e t c h  map 5-2 
a r e  p resen ted  as a cohesive e n t i t y ,  t h e  prepbnderance of  t h e  
p e r t i n e n t  test imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  o rde r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  
were i s s u e d  t o  va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a somewhat piecemeal 
f a sh ion  throughout t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 15 March, and t h a t  dur ing  
M A J  Calhoun's b r i e f i n g  on t h e  planned scheme of maneuver, t h e  
d e t a i l s  were dep ic ted  only on t h e  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  c e n t e r  
(TOC) map, which was presumably e r a s e d  o r  d i sca rded  subsequent 
t o  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  ( A s  p a r t  of  a Combat After-Action 
Report which he submit ted on 28 March 1968, LTC Barker  i n c l o s e d  
a ske tch  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  maneuver of h i s  a t t a c h e d  and suppor t ing  
u n i t s  [ see  e x h i b i t  R-21 . The ske tch  g e n e r a l l y  co r robora tes  t h e  
t e s t i m o n i a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of h i s  o v e r a l l  scheme o f  maneuver, 
b u t  it i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  d e p i c t i o n  of t h e  movement of C 
Company, wi th  t h a t  d i scussed  dur ing  t h e  15 March 1968 b r i e f i n g  
and wi th  t h e  a c t u a l  maneuver of C Company which occurred  dur ing  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t . )  

LTC Barker ' s  p lan  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  commence a t  
0725 hours on 16 March wi th  a 3- t o  5-minute a r t i l l e r y  



prepara t ion  t o  precede t h e  i n i t i a l  a i rmobi le  combat a s s a u l t  
by Company C i n t o  a LZ w e s t  of t h e  subhamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  ( s e e  
ske tch  5-2) .  Planned i n s e r t i o n  time f o r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  of 
Company C was 0730 hours ,  t o  be followed by a second l i f t  a s  
soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  I n s e r t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  fo l lowing t h e  
a r t i l l e e *  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  was t o  be supported by suppress ive  f i r e  
from h e l i c o p t e r  gunships dur ing  t h e  touchdown and unloading of 
t h e  a s s a u l t  t roops .  Following completion of t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  
Company C was t o  move g e n e r a l l y  e a s t  through My Lai  ( 4 )  . (The 
p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  apparen t ly  d i d  not '  i nc lude  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  C'-Company a c t i o n s  which occurred  i n  t h e  subhamlet 
of Binh Tay and o t h e r  subhamlets e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March. 
Those a c t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  from supplementary o r d e r s  i s s u e d  dur ing  
t h e  course of t h e  opera t ion  ( s e e  chap 6 ) ) .  A f t e r  completing 
t h e  sweep of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  C Company was t o  move n o r t h e a s t  t o  
l i n k  up wi th  Company B i n  a  n ight t ime de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
approximately 1-1/2 t o  2 k i lomete r s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai 
( 4 ) .  The n ight t ime p o s i t i o n  was apparen t ly  des ignated  a s  an 
o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  p r i m a r i l y  t o  provide a b a s i s  f o r  coord ina t ing  
t h e  movements of Company C and Company B.  

Following i n s e r t i o n  of Company C ,  a second combat a s s a u l t  
was t o  be conducted by Company B i n t o  an LZ south  of My Lai ( I ) ,  
unless  they  w e r e  r equ i red  t o  r e i n f o r c e  Company C i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  
on My Lai  ( 4 ) .  A second a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was a l s o  planned 
on t h e  LZ south  of My Lai  (1) t o  precede i n s e r t i o n  of B Company 
elements .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  B Company was t o  move n o r t h  through My 
Lai (1), then  w e s t  t o  l i n k  up with C Company. 

Company A ,  t h e  t h i r d  a t t a c h e d  r i f l e  company, was ass igned 
t h e  mission of moving t h e  n i g h t  of 15-16 March from f ie ld  pos i -
t i o n s  l o c a t e d  e a s t  of LZ D o t t i e  i n t o  b locking p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  
nor the rn  bank of t h e  Song Diem D i e m ,  almost &ue n o r t h  of  t h e  
Son My a r e a .  Company A was t o  mainta in  t h e s e  b locking p o s i t i o n s  
throughout 16 March i n  o r d e r  t o  t r a p  enemy f o r c e s  a t t empt ing  t o  
escape from t h e  Son My a r e a  t o ' t h e  nor th .  

The 174th Avia t ion  Company was t o  provide  f i v e  t roop- 
c a r r y i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  LTC Barker ' s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i -  
c o p t e r ,  and accompanying gunships r equ i red  t o  suppor t  and c o n t r o l  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t s  by C Company and B Company. Four a d d i t i o n a l  
t roop  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  were t o  be provided by t h e  7 1 s t  Avia t ion  
Company. 

An aero-scout  team from B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  
which provided d i r e c t  suppor t  f o r  TF' Barker ,  was t o  s c r e e n  t h e  
a r e a  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  and My Lai (1)complex. 
(The aero-scout  team c o n s i s t e d  of one OH-23 obse rva t ion  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  and two accompanying UH-1B armed h e l i c o p t e r  gunships.)  

TF Barker had a l s o  arranged t o  have US Navy "Swif t  Boats" 



p a t r o l  t h e  c o a s t a l  waters  e a s t  of  t h e  Son My a r e a  o f f  t h e  
Batangan Cape. 

A f o u r t h  r i f l e  company, A/4-3 I n f ,  was a l s o  p laced  under 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of TF Barker dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  14-18 
March 1968. I t  played no a c t i v e  r o l e  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  
p e r  s e ,  b u t  was employed t o  provide  l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  LZ D o t t i e  
and LZ Uptight  dur ing  t h e  course  of t h e  opera t ion .  I t  was 
r e t u r n e d  t o  c o n t r o l  of i t s  p a r e n t  b a t t a l i o n  a t  1700 hours on 
18 March. 

From t h e  evidence a v a i l a b l e ,  it appears  t h a t  u n i t  movements 
followed subsequent  t o  16 March were no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  planned 
o r  d i scussed  dur ing  t h e  15 March b r i e f i n g .  The scheme of  
maneuver f o r  17 ,  18, and 19 March was apparen t ly  con t ingen t  on 
t h e  events  of 16 March and was executed i n  response t o  sup- 
plementary o r a l  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by LTC Barker fo l lowing t h e  
combat a s s a u l t s  on 16 March. 

A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ,  LTC Barker took s e v e r a l  of 
h i s  subord ina tes  on an a e r i a l  reconnaissance of t h e  t a r g e t  a rea .  

E.  ISSUES CONCERNING LTC BARKER'S BRIEFING 

I n  view of subsequent even t s  a t  Son My, t h e  key i s s u e s  which 
emerge concerning t h e  15 March b r i e f ing  involve  t h e  o r d e r s  and 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  by LTC Barker and h i s  s t a f f  (and subsequent- 
l y  by h i s  subord ina tes )  concerning ( a )  t h e  planned a r t i l l e r y  and 
gunship p repara to ry  f i r e s ,  (b)  t h e  burning o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
houses and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  ( c )  t h e  k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k  and 
d e s t r u c t i o n  of o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s ,  and (d )  t h e  handl ing  of  
noncombatants encountered dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion .  

The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was t o  be f i r e d  by D/6-11 Arty 
( c o n s i s t i n g  of f o u r  105mrn howitzers)  which was l o c a t e d  a t  LZ 
Uptight .  There is  c o n f l i c t i n g  test imony a s  t o  whether LTC 
Barker planned t o  have t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  f i r e d  on t h e  
LZ f o r  C Company, on t h e  hamlet o,f My Lai ( 4 ) ,  o r  on p a r t s  of 
each. CPT Vazquez, a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  TF, t e s t -
i f i e d  t h a t  LTC Barker wanted t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p laced on t h e  LZ 
b u t  had a l s o  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  he wanted t h e  t r e e  and bunker l i n e  
along t h e  western edge of t h e  hamlet "covered" t o  knock o u t  
enemy weapon p o s i t i o n s  which he expected t o  be set up t h e r e .  
CPT Gamble, CO of D/6-11 Arty,  t e s t i f i e d  from memory t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  planned p r e p a r a t i o n  was t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  
My Lai  ( 4 )  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  any confirmatory records  which would 
have conta ined t h e  p r e c i s e  map coord ina tes  of  t h e  planned pre-  
p a r a t o r y  f i r e s  w e r e  des t royed ( i n  accordance wi th  h i s  u n i t  SOP) 
a f t e r  r e t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  u n i t ' s  f i l e s  f o r  a  pe r iod  of 6 months. 
CPT Gamble's immediate s u p e r i o r ,  LTC (now COL) Luper, s t a t e d  
t h a t  he d i scussed  t h e  planned p repara to ry  f i r e s  wi th  LTC Barker 



on 15 March 1968 and t h a t  LTC Barker wanted t h e  f i r e s  p laced 
on My Lai ( 4 )  . MAJ Calhoun and CPT Kotouc both  t e s t i f i e d  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  LTC Barker cons idered  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  non-
combatants '  be ing  p r e s e n t  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and decided t o  f i r e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  any- 
way a s  a  means of  minimizing f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e  
entrenched enemy which he  a l s o  expected t o  be  p r e s e n t  a t  My Lai 
( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 16 March. The preponderance of t h e  t e s t i -  
mony thus  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  LTC Barker ' s  p l a n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  a r t i l -  
l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  be f i r e d  onto t h e  LZ f o r  Company C and i n t o  
t h e  western and southwestern -por t ions  of My Lai ( 4 )  wi thout  
p r i o r  warning t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  ( s e e  s k e t c h  5-3) .  Testimony 
provided by a v i a t i o n  wi tnesses  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  LTC Barker ' s  
p lan  c a l l e d  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  gunship suppress ive  ' f i r e s  t o  be 
placed on and around t h e  LZ t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  t roop-carry ing h e l i -
cop te r s  i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l  from t h e  t i m e  t h e  a r t i ~ l l e r y  p repara t ion  
ceased u n t i l  t h e  t roops  were i n s e r t e d  on t h e  ground. 

While t h e r e  i s  some c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  test imony a s  t o  whether 
LTC Barker ordered  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  houses,  dwel l ings ,  l i v e -
s t o c k ,  and o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  t h e  preponder- 
ance of t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  such d e s t r u c t i o n  was 
impl ied ,  i f  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d ,  by h i s  o r d e r s  of 15 
March. (CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  a e r i a l  reconnais-  
sance  of t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  subsequent t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  LZ 
Dot t i e ,  he rece ived  e x p l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from LTC Barker t o  
des t roy  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  These i n s t r u c t i o n s  were apparen t ly  n o t  
overheard by o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  a e r i a l  reconnaissance,  
b u t  would have been c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  planned o b j e c t i v e  of 
n e u t r a l i z i n g  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ' s  l o g i s t i c a l  
suppor t  base  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a . )  Whether LTC Barker  at tempted 
t o  make any d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  i n  h i s  subse- 
quent  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  between dwel l ings ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  and f o o d s t u f f s  
of noncombatants versus t h o s e  belonging t o  t h e  VC i s  h igh ly  
doub t fu l  s i n c e  he and h i s  s t a f f  apparen t ly  a c t e d  upon t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  assessment t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  Son My a r e a  
was c o n t r o l l e d  and i n h a b i t e d  by VC and VC sympathizers .  
Fur the r ,  CPT Kotouc t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a t  some t ime on t h e  15th  he 
was informed by LTC Barker  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t o  be  des t royed,  
i n c l u d i n g  homes, l i v e s t o c k ,  and f o o d s t u f f s  . 

The preponderance of t h e  evidence a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  
t h e  TF l e v e l  no s p e c i f i c  p l a n s  o r  arrangements were made f o r  
t h e  handl ing  o f  any noncombatants found i n  t h e  Son My a rea .  
Fur the r ,  t h e  test imony of persons who were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  15 
March b r i e f i n g  i n d i c a t e s  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  LTC Barker  d i d  n o t  i s s u e  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  problem of c o l l e c t i n g  and 
p rocess ing  noncombatants who might be encountered dur ing  t h e  
planned opera t ion .  Severa l  wi tnesses  have t e s t i f i e d  t o  a 
vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  s t a n d i n g  o p e r a t i n g  procedure 
(SOP) t o  be followed i n  evacua t ing  noncombatants from opera- 
t i o n a l  a r e a s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  such an SOP was 



r e f e r r e d  t o  by LTC Barker o r  any of h i s  s t a f f  dur ing  t h e  15 March 
b r i e f i n g .  (While t h e  evidence a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  TF Barker had 
no w r i t t e n  SOP, it would be  normal f o r  a  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  
t o  opera te  on t h e  b a s i s  of unwri t ten  b u t  genera l ly  understood 
" s tand ing  o p e r a t i n g  procedures.  ' I )  

There i s  no s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence t h a t  LTC Barker d i r e c t l y  
ordered  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants. However, when 
considered i:n t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  informat ion  concerning ( a )  t h e  
a l l e g e d  l e a f l e t  drops and .loudspeaker b roadcas t s ,  ( b )  t h e  
g e n e r a l . 1 ~accepted i n t e l l i g e n c e  p i c t u r e  of Son My aS be ing  
comprised almost e x c l u s i v e l y  of :'VC and VC sympathizers ,  " ( c )  
t h e  assumption t h a t  most of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would'be "gone t o  
market" a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  and combat 
a s s a u l t ,  ( d )  LTC B a r k e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  f i r e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  pre-  
p a r a t i o n  on a t  l e a s t  a  p o r t i o n  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  (e t h e  commonly 
known r e s u l t s  of previous  opera t ions  by TF Barker i n  t h e  Son My 
a rea ,  and ( f )  , t h e  o v e r a l l  concept of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  it seems 
reasonable  t o  conclude t h a t  LTC B a r k e r ' s  minimal o r  nonex i s t en t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  hand l ing  o f  noncombatants c r e a t e d  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  grave misunderstandings as t o  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  
and f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  h i s  o rde r s  as a u t h o r i t y  t o  f i r e ,  
wi thout  r e s t r i c t i o n ,  on a l l  persons found i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a rea .  

Following t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  LTC Barker took a l l  of  h i s  company 
commanders, CPT Vazquez , and poss ib ly  CPT Kotouc on an a e r i a l  
reconnaissance of t h e  Son My a rea .  The reconnaissance was 
apparent ly  in tended  t o  provide  t h e  company commanders and t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  wi th  a f i n a l  v i s u a l  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  
of t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  tr . ~ c l u d e  t h e i r  own land ing  zones and 
ass igned o b j e c t i v e s ,  dnd t o  provide  CPT Gamble and CPT Michles 
wi th  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  back t o  LZ Uptight .  A s  noted e a r l i e r ,  CPT 
Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  reconnaissance LTC Barker  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  des t roy  My Lai ( 4 ) .  There i s  no 
evidence t o  sugges t ,  however, t h a t  LTC Barker embel l i shed h i s  
o r i g i n a l  o rde r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  dur ing  t h e  reconnaissance  o r  
a t  any subsequent t i m e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  beginning of t h e  
opera t ion .  

F . SUBSEQUENT BRIEFINGS BY COMPANY COMMANDERS 

Following LTC B a r k e r ' s  b r i e f i n g  and t h e  a e r i a l  reconnais-  
sance,  h i s  company commanders r e tu rned  t o  t h e i r  u n i t  a r e a s  and 
i s s u e d  t h e i r  -own implementing o rde r s .  (Since t h e  evidence 
developed i n  t h i s  Inqu i ry  shows no p o s i t i v e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of war 
crimes p e r p e t r a t e d  by members of  A Company dur ing  t h e  ensuing 
opera t ion ,  only t h e  b r i e f i n g s  given by t h e  B and C Company 
commanders a r e  desc r ibed  h e r e i n )  . 

CPT Michles,  t h e  B Company commander, followed h i s  normal 
procedure of i s s u i n g  h i s  o rde r s  t o  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  h i s  



a r t i l l e r y  forward observer  (FO), and s e l e c t e d  members of h i s  
command group. Key personnel  who a t tended h i s  b r i e f i n g  were: .  

1 L T  (now CPT) Kenneth W .  Boatman A r t i l l e r y  F O  

1 L T  (now CPT) Thomas K. Willingham Platoon Leader,  
Platoon 

1st 

1 L T  Roy B .  Cochran Platoon Leader, 
Platoon 

2d 

SSG (now M r .  ) Frankl in  ~ McCloud Acting Platoon 
Leader,  3d Platoon 

SSG Edward 0. Vann Acting Platoon Leader,  
Weapons Platoon 

SGT (now M r .  ) Barry P. Mars h a l l  Squad Leader, CP 
S e c u r i t y  Squad 

SP4 (now M r .  ) Lawrence Congleton Radio/Telephone 
Operator  (RTO ) 

(CPT Michles was k i l l e d  i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r  c r a s h  wi th  LTC Barker 
on 13  June 1968. The d e t a i l s  of t h e  o rde r s  which he i s s u e d  on 
15 March 1968 have been developed from t h e  test imony of some 
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i s t e d  above. ) 

1LT Boatman t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  CPT Michles began h i s  b r i e f i n g  
by quo t ing  LTC Barker  a s  having s a i d ,  "everyth ing down t h e r e  
was VC o r  VC sympathizers .  I' 1LT oat man a l s o  s a i d  Michles t o l d  
them, "we've had a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  t h e r e ,  n o t  j u s t  a l i t t l e , "  
and t h e y  were t o  "go down and c lean  t h e  p l a c e  o u t . "  

1LT Willingham s t a t e d  t h a t  he  rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
CPT Michles t o  "bum a l l  v i l l a g e s . "  1 L T  Boatman a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s s u e d  by CPT Michles. The 
command group and p la toon l e a d e r s  a l l  understood t h a t  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  was t o  be  a s e a r c h  and des t roy  opera t ion .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
1LT Willingham s a i d  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  dur ing  which 
t h e  company had t o  des t roy  t h e  hamlets  of  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e "  a r e a .  
SP4 Congleton l e f t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  
area  was t o  be  completely des t royed.  

The tes t imony from i n d i v i d u a l  members of t h e  r i f l e  and 
weapons p la toon  has  provided c o n f l i c t i n g  informat ion  concerning 
t h e  i s suance  of o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  opera t ion .  The major i ty  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  were conducted by t h e i r  squad l e a d e r s ,  
although t h e  second p la toon  may have been b r i e f e d  by 1LT 
Cochran. The test imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  provided 
more d e t a i l s  on t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  of  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  
than  a thorough o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  methods of  accomplishing t h e  



miss ion.  Genera l ly ,  t h e  subs tance  of t h e  b r i e f i n g s  was 
cons idered  Goutine and s t andard  procedures were t o  be used. 
They d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
v i l l a g e s  and l i v e s t o c k  o r  on t h e  handl ing  of VC s u s p e c t s  and 
noncombatants. Because of t h e i r  exper ience  from two previous  
opera t ions  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  they  expected t o  encounter  numerous 
mines and boobytraps. Although t h e  t e r m  "search and des t roy"  
w a s  used t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  mission by most wi tnesses ,  they  w e r e  
n o t  t o l d ,  nor  d i d  they  expect  t o  g e t  o r d e r s  on d e s t r u c t i o n  
procedures u n t i l  they  were i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  

There were except ions  t o  t h e  above i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Three 
men, two from t h e  f i r s t  p la toon ,  b e l i e v e  they were t o  shoo t  
anyone found i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  One of t h e s e  men r e c a l l e d  
e i t h e r  CPT Michles o r  h i s  p la toon l e a d e r  say ing ,  "This i s  what 
you have been w a i t i n g  fo r - - ' s ea rch  and d e s t r o y ' . "  Undoubtedly 
t h e r e  is  some subs tance  t o  t h e s e  except ions .  The test imony 
does n o t  sugges t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  p repare  
t h e  company emot ional ly  f o r  a revenge-type miss ion .  CPT Michles 
d i d  n o t  stress t h i s  opera t ion  ( i n  t h e  same manner a s  CPT Medina) 
by assembling h i s  men and d i s c u s s i n g  it wi th  them on 15 March. 
While a t  t h e  pickup zone on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  however, 
he d i d  remind t h e  men t o  be e x t r a  cau t ious .  

CPT Medina assembled most of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men of  C 
Company t o  i s s u e  h i s  o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  planned 
opera t ion .  ( C  Company wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  CPT Medina's 
b r i e f i n g  was h e l d  fo l lowing a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  a  former 
member of t h e  company who had been k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  a few days 
p rev ious ly .  The test imony of  t h e s e  wi tnesses  i s  inconc lus ive  
a s  t o  whether t h e  s e r v i c e  was h e l d  on 15 March immediately 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  whether it was h e l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
15th .  ) 

Key personnel  who a t t ended  CPT Medina's b r i e f i n g  were:; 

CPT Eugene M. Kotouc TF S2 

2LT (now M r . )  Roger L. Alaux, Jr. A r t i l l e r y  FO 

2LT (now 1LT) William L. Cal ley  
-

Platoon Leader,  
P l t  

1st 

2LT Stephen K .  Brook's P la toon Leader,  
Plt 

2d 

2LT (now M r . )  J e f f e r y  U. LaCross Platoon ~ e a d e r ,  3d 
P l t  

SFC I s a i a h  Cowan Platoon SGT, 1st P l t  

I 



SSG David Mi tche l l  1st Squad Leader, 1st P l t  

SSG L. G.  Bacon 2d Squad ~ e a d e r ,  1st P l t  

SFC (now 1SG) Jay A. Buchanon Platoon SGT, 2d P l t  

SGT Kenneth L. Hodges 1st Squad Leader,  2d P l t  

CPL (now SGT) Kenneth S c h i e l  2d Squad Leader,  2d P l t  

SGT Lawrence C. LaCroix 3d Squad Leader,  2d P l t  

SSG (now SFC) Manuel R. Lopez p la toon SGT, 3d P l t  

SGT (now M r .  ) John H .  Smail 1st Squad Zeader ,  3d P l t  

SP4 (now M r . )  Joe  Grimes, Jr. 3d Squad Leader,  3d P l t  

S%C Leo M. Maroney Pla toon SGT, Mortar P l t  

(One wi tness  from C Company t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were one o r  
more f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s  a l s o  i n  a t tendance  a t  Medina's b r i e f -
ing.  This  i s  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  evidence . )  ' 

CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a t  the-  t i m e  of  h i s  b r i e f i n g  he 
f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  company would make heavy c o n t a c t  with t h e  
enemy t h e  nex t  morning and would probably s u f f e r  heavy casua l -  
t i e s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was deeply concerned about  it and 
t h a t  he " t r i e d  t o  convey t h i s  same message t o  t h e  people i n  
Char l i e  Company" dur ing  t h e  course  of  h i s  b r i e f i n g .  Using a 
s t i c k  o r  some such device  he sketched o u t  t h e  planned scheme 
of maneuver on t h e  ground a s  he b r i e f e d  h i s  men. A l l  of h i s  
o rde r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  i s s u e d  o r a l l y ,  a s  i s  t h e  usua l  
case  wi th  a company-size u n i t .  

During h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  CPT Medina r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  purpor ted  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  concerning t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ' s  l o c a t i o n  i n  My 
Lai ( 4 ) .  He t o l d  h i s  men t h a t  they would probably be outnum- 
bered approximately 2 t o  1 and t h a t  he expected t h e  LZ t o  be 
" h o t , "  o r  under enemy f i r e ,  when t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  touched down. 
He informed h i s  men of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and then  
descr ibed h i s  planned scheme of maneuver ( s e e  ske tch  5-4) .  
The 1st Pla toon,  which was t o  be i n s e r t e d  on to  t h e  LZ f i r s t ,  
was ass igned t h e  r i g h t  ( o r  southern)  s e c t o r  of t h e  hamlet wi th  
t h e  mission of "sweeping t h e  enemy o u t  t o  t h e  open a r e a  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e . "  The 2d Pla toon was ass igned t h e  
l e f t  ( o r  nor the rn )  s e c t o r  of t h e  hamlet and had t h e  same mission 
a s  t h e  1st Pla toon.  The 3d Platoon was t o  be used i n i t i a l l y  a s  
t h e  company r e s e r v e ,  wi th  t h e  mission of providing s e c u r i t y  f o r  
t h e  LZ and then  t o  sea rch  and c l e a r  t h e  hamlet i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  
a f t e r  t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  had completed t h e i r  &weeps. A 



mortar  squad from t h e  Weapons Pla toon was t o  accompany t h e  3d 
Pla toon i n t o  t h e  LZ and provide  mortar  f i r e  suppor t  t o  t h e  
company, i f  needed. I f  n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  squad was t o  move 
wi th  and a s s i s t  t h e  3d Platoon.  CPT Medina a l s o  i s s u e d  genera l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning c l e a n i n g  of weapons, and d i scussed  
ammunition loads  t o  be c a r r i e d  t h e  next  day. He reminded h i s  
men of t h e  need t o  be thorough and c a r e f u l  i n  sea rch ing  and 
d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  numerous tunne l s  and bunkers which he expected 
t o  encounter  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  A t  t h e  same t ime,  a l l e g e d l y  because 
of COL Henderson's e a r l i e r  remarks, CPT Medina reemphasized t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  aggress ive ly  c l o s i n g  wi th  t h e  enemy i n  o r d e r  t o  
p reven t  r e t r i e v a l  of enemy weapons from dead VC by " o t h e r  men, 
women, c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o t h e r  VC s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a . "  

With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  key i s s u e s  involved i h  h i s  i s suance  of 
o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  evidence is  conclus ive  t h a t  CPT 
Mediaa ordered t h e  men of h i s  company t o  burn and d e s t r o y  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and t o  k i l l  a l l  l i v e s t o c k  and des t roy  o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s  
found i n  t h e  a r e a .  The evidence i s  l e s s  e x p l i c i t  b u t  e q u a l l y  
convincing t h a t  CPT Medina's o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning 
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of My Lai ( 4 )  l e f t  l i t t l e  o r  no doubt i n  t h e  
minds of a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of men i n  h i s  company t h a t  a l l  
persons remaining i n  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  a r e a  a t  t h e  time of combat 
a s s a u l t  were enemy, and t h a t  C Company 's mission was t o  d e s t r o y  
t h e  enemy. According t o  h i s  own test imony,  t h i s  was based on 
h i s  having been t o l d  (dur ing  t h e  TF b r i e f i n g )  t h a t  " t h e r e  would 
be  no c i v i l i a n  popula t ion  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Any men, any women 
and c h i l d r e n  would be gone t o  market a t  0700 hours ."  CPT 
Medina's acceptance o f  t h i s  e s t i m a t e  i s  f u r t h e r  evinced by 
h i s  own test imony t h a t  dur ing  h i s  remarks t o  h i s  men "any 
re fe rence  made a s  t o  what we might f i n d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  was t h a t  
of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n . "  H e  expla ined t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  
p repare  h i s  men "mental ly and p h y s i c a l l y  t o  meet a VC Main 
Force B a t t a l i o n  ...t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  morale up, g i v i n g  them 
psychologica l  bread t o  go i n  and do b a t t l e  wi th  t h e  48th VC 
B a t t a l i o n .  " .  Many wi tnesses  have t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  CPT Medina 
a l s o  made r e f e r e n c e  t o  c a s u a l t i e s  which t h e  company had r e c e n t l y  
taken from enemy mines, boobytraps,  and s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and t h a t  
he a l luded  t o  t h e  forthcoming opera t ion  a s  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  
"revenge" o r  t o  " g e t  even" wi th  t h e  enemy. I n  a very  r e a l  
sense ,  then ,  it appears  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  took on t h e  added 
a s p e c t  of a grudge match between C Company and an enemy f o r c e  
i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

There i s  no s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  CPT 
Medina d i scussed  procedures t o  be followed i n  case  any c i v i l i a n  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  e l e c t e d  t o  s t a y  home from t h e  market 
on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968. 

L a t e r  i n  t h e  evening,  CPT Medina he ld  another  meeting wi th  
h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  and t h e i r  p la toon se rgean t s .  Testimony 



concerning t h e  subs tance  of t h i s  meeting i s  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  b u t  it 
appears t h a t  no th ing  was s a i d  which a l t e r e d  i n  any way h i s  
e a r l i e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  next  day ' s opera t ion .  

The tes t imony o f  key personnel  i s  a l s o  inconc lus ive  wi th  
regard  t o  t h e  conduct o r  content  of subsequent p la toon- leve l  
b r i e f i n g s  by 2 L T ' s  Ca l l ey ,  Brooks, o r  LaCross. LT  LaCross 
t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  by him 
r e l a t e d  only t o  o rgan iz ing  and equipping h i s  men f o r  t h e  opera- 
t i o n .  B r i e f i n g s  of a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  apparent ly  ere given by 
L T 1 s '  Cal ley  and Brooks. '  

The preponderance o f  t h e  test imony from most C Company 
personnel  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  men's reac-
t i o n  t o  CPT Medina's b r i e f i n g  as  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  fol lowing 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  examples: 

"When we l e f t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  we f e l t  we were going t o  
have a l o t  of r e s i s t a n c e  and we knew we were supposed 
t o  k i l l  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  " 

-William Calvin Lloyd, 1st P l t ,  C/1-20  I n f  

"... t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  a l l  t h e  men, t h e  major i ty ,  I 
would say  was a revengeful  a t t i t u d e ,  they  a l l  ; f e l t  a 
l i t t l e  bad because (we) l o s t  a number of buddies p r i o r  
t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ." 

-SGT Gregory T. Olson, 1st P l t ,  C/1-20 I n £  

"That evening,  a s  w e  c leaned our weapons and got  
our  gea r  ready,  we t a l k e d  about t h e  opera t ion .  People 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about k i l l i n g  every th ing  t h a t  moved. 
Everyone knew what we were going t o  do. I' 

-Robert Wayne Pendleton, 3d P l t ,  C/1-20  In f  

" I  would d e s c r i b e  t h e  mood (of C Company) as  a  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  they  were going t o  wreak some vengeance 
on someone--things h a d n ' t  been very good t o  us up 
u n t i l  t h a t  t ime.  " 

-SGT Michael A.  Bernhardt ,  2d P l t ,  C/1-20 I n f  

"Although CPT Medina didn ' t  say  t o  k i l l  everyone i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I heard guys t a l k i n g  and were o f  t h e  opin-  
i o n  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t o  be k i l l e d .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e  we had had a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  from a mine-
f i e l d  and everybody was p r e t t y  w e l l  shook up." 

-James Robert Bergthold,  1st P l t ,  C/1-20  Inf  

" . . .we w e r e  a l l  'psyched ' up because we wanted 
revenge f o r  some of  our  f a l l e n  comrades t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of 
' P i n k v i l l e  ' ." 

-Allen Joseph Boyce, 1st P l t ,  C/1-20 Inf  



"We expected s t r o n g  VC r e s i s t a n c e .  We were 

r e a l l y  expect ing  t r o u b l e .  we were a l l  psyched up." 


-Dennis I r v i n g  Cont i ,  1st P l t ,  C/1-20 In f  


" . . . i t  seemed l i k e  it was a chance t o  g e t  revenge 

o r  something l i k e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  we had l o s t . "  


-Tommy L. Moss, 2d P l t ,  1C /1 -20  In f 

* * * * 

The succeeding p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  provide  a summary 
of t h e  chronology and sequence of even t s  which occurred  through- 
o u t  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  Chapter 6 con ta ins  a more d e t a i l e d  
account of C Company a c t i o n s  i n  and around t h e  subhamlet of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March and i n  t h e  hamlet of My Khe on 17 March. 
Chapter 7 con ta ins  a s i m i l a r  account of B Company a c t i o n s  i n  
t h e  hamlets of Co Luy and My Lai  dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  16-19 March. 

G. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS ON' 16 MARCH 

During t h e  n i g h t  of 15-16 March, t h e  2d Pla toon of A Company 
moved from t h e  company's n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n -  
i t y  of H i l l  108 (see ske tch  5-5) t o  a b locking p o s i t i o n  along 
t h e  r i v e r  due sou th  of t h e  h i l l  mass. A t  approximately 0530 
hours on t h e  morning of t h e  16th ,  t h e  remainder of  t h e  company 
began i t s  movement by f o o t  toward des ignated  b locking p o s i t i o n s  
a long t h e  Song Diem Diem, nor th  of t h e  Son My a rea .  A s  t h e  com-
pany moved t o  t h e  e a s t ,  i t s  l e a d  elements  r ece ived  f i r e  from an 
es t ima ted  squad-size enemy f o r c e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Phu 
My (1), and one man from Company A was s l i g h t l y  wounded. The 
f i r e  was r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  enemy d i s p e r s e d ,  and t h e  1st and 3d Pla-  
toons continued moving toward t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  b locking pos i -  
t i o n s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  and south  of Phu My (1). A t  0725 hours 
a l l  elements of A Company w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  be i n  p o s i t i o n .  

By 0708 hours ,  f i v e  t roop-carry ing h e l i c o p t e r s  and two 
accompanying gunships from t h e  174th Avia t ion  Company, and four  
t roop-carry ing h e l i c o p t e r s  from t h e  71s t  Avia t ion  Company 
a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  They were loaded wi th  t h e  1st Pla toon 
( c o n s i s t i n g  of approximately 28 men), wi th  a 6-8 man command 
group from t h e  company headquar ters  ( i n c l u d i n g  CPT Medina), and 
wi th  18-24 members of t h e  2d Platoon.  The f i r s t  load  l i f t e d  
o f f  from LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 0715 hours.  

The i n i t i a l  marking round f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was 
f i r e d  from LZ Uptight  a t  approximately 0722 hours and detonated  
about  1,000 meters  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  CPT Vazquez, t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he observed t h e  smoke 
marking round from h i s  vantage p o i n t  i n  LTC Barker ' s  command and 
c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and re layed  f i r i n g  adjustment  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  a t  LZ Uptight .  He has t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  adjustment  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were coupled wi th  h i s  



o r d e r  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  b a t t e r y  t o  " f i r e  f o r  e f f e c t "  immediately 
fo l lowing t h e  1,000-meter s h i f t .  CPT Vazquez subsequently 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  was given t o  conserve t ime and " g e t  
on wi th  t h e  opera t ion .  " 

The f u l l  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  began a t  approximately 0724 
hours  and impacted bo th  on t h e  LZ f o r  C Company and i n  t h e  
southwestern p o r t i o n  of  My La i  ( 4 ) .  There i s  c o n f l i c t i n g  
test imony a s  t o  t h e  number and type  of  rounds t h a t  were f i r e d  
i n  t h e  p repara t ion .  S e v e r a l  wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
p repara t ion  probably c o n s i s t e d  of  a s  few as  30 rounds and 
contained no whi te  phosphorous s h e l l s .  The preponderance of 
t h e  evidence ,  however, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  from 60 t o  120 mixed 
rounds of  p o i n t  de tona t ing  high explos i v e  ammunition along wi th  
some whi te  phosphorous ammunition, were f i r e d  i n  t h e  prepara-  
t i o n .  

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  i n s e r t i o n  of  C Company's f i r s t  l i f t ,  t h e  
aero-scout  team from B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  a e r i a l  sc reen  genera l ly  
p a r a l l e l  t o  and sou th  of  Route 521. Severa l  members of t h e  
aero-scout team observed t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  going i n t o  
t h e  n o r t h  of  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n .  

The l e a d  s h i p  of  t h e  t roop-carry ing h e l i c o p t e r s ,  inbound 
toward t h e  LZ a t  about 0727 hours ,  con tac ted  LTC Barker by 
rad io  and was advised by him t h a t  t h e r e  were "no r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on door gunners" i n  t h e  p l a c i n g  of  h e l i c o p t e r  suppress ive  f i r e s  
on t h e  a rea .  Following completion of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  
a t  about 0729 hours ,  gunship suppress ive  f i r e s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
rockets  and machinegun f i r e ,  were placed on t h e  LZ and 
probably on p o r t i o n s  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

The l e a d  elements  o f  C Company touched down a t  0730 hours ,  
approximately 100-150 meters west of  My La i  ( 4  ) . The LZ was 
o f f i c i a l l y  recorded as "co ld"  o r  f r e e  of enemy f i r e .  C Company 
personnel  h i t  t h e  ground running and immediately took up pos i -  
t i o n s  from which t o  s e c u r e  t h e  LZ f o r  subsequent l i f t s .  The 
t r o o p  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  p ick  up of 
t h e  second l i f t  whi le  t h e  two accompanying "Shark" gunships 
remained o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a rea .  

The second l i f t  of C Company depar ted  from LZ D o t t i e  a t  
0738 hours.  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  remaining p r s o n n e l  from t h e  
2d P la toon ,  t h e  e n t i r e  3d P.latoon (approximatsly 30 men) , seven 
t o  n ine  men from t h e  company mortar  p la toon ,  two men from t h e  
52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  detachment, and two personnel  from 
t h e  11th  Brigade Pub l i c  Information O f f i c e  (PIO). 

The second and f i n a l  l i f t  o f  C Company was i n s e r t e d  a t  0747 
hours.  A s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were d e p a r t i n g  t h e  LZ,  t h e  l e a d  s h i p  



repor ted  having rece ived  f i r e  from one of t h e  hamlets  i n  t h e  v i -  
c i n i t y  of My Lai ( 4 )  b u t  apparen t ly  s u s t a i n e d  no h i t s  on t h e  
a i r c r a f t  nor  any c a s u a l t i e s  among t h e  t roop  passengers .  

COL Henderson's command group, on t h e  morning of 
16 March, c o n s i s t e d  of COL Henderson, MAJ McKnight (11th 
Brigade S 3 ) ,  LTC Luper (CO 6-11th A r t i l l e r y ) ,  LTC MacLachlan 
( A i r  Force L ia i son  O f f i c e r  t o  t h e  l l t h  B r i g a d e ) ,  CSM Walsh 
( l l t h  Brigade Sergeant  Major) ,  and SGT Adcock (COL Henderson's 
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ) .  COL Henderson and MAJ McKnight have t e s t i -  
f i e d  t h a t  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  had r e p o r t e d  l a t e  
t o  t h e  br igade  headquar ters  t h a t  morning, and t h e  command 
group consequently d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
u n t i l  approximately 0750 hours.  However, LTC MacLachlan and 
SGT Adcock t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  command group a r r i v e d  over  t h e  
a r e a  i n  t i m e  t o  observe t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and f i r s t  
i n s e r t i o n  by C Company (approximately 0725 h o u r s ) .  LTC Luper 
a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  was v i s i b l e  from a d i s -
t ance  a s  they a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  they  observed t h e  
landing of C Company's f i r s t  e lements .  CSM Walsh remembered 
few of t h e  d e t a i l s  concerning t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

Upon a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  both  COL 
Henderson and M A J  McKnight r e c a l l  observing h e l i c o p t e r  gunships 
o r b i t i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  LZ and dropping r e d  smoke 
markers on t h e  ground. COL Henderson o r b i t e d  above t h a t  p o i n t  
and observed two bodies d ressed  i n  uniforms wi th  web g e a r  and 
two weapons. H e  and MAJ McKnight t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a t  about  t h i s  
same t i m e ,  they  a l s o  observed a l a r g e  number of personnel  
(approximately 300) moving o u t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  i n  "an 
o r d e r l y  manner" along Route 521 t o  t h e  southwest .  A t  approxi-
mately 0800 hours ,  MAJ McKnight contac ted  LTC Barker by r a d i o  
t o  adv i se  him of t h e  mass depar tu re .  Barker acknowledged t h e  
t r ansmiss ion  and informed McKnight t h a t  he would send t h e  aero-
scou t  team over  t h e  a r e a  t o  "check o u t "  t h e  people a long t h e  
road. S h o r t l y  a f t e rwards ,  MAJ McKnight con tac ted  t h e  aero-
scou t  team himself  and informed them t h a t  COL Henderson's 
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  was o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  column of de-
p a r t i n g  personnel  and had observed t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  d ressed  
i n  b lack .  The scou t  team subsequently n o t i f i e d  MAJ McKnight 
t h a t  two of t h e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  had been stopped and were 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  be picked up. A t  approximately 0810 hours ,  
t h e  two s u s p e c t s  were picked up by COL Henderson's command and 
c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r .  COL Henderson then  observed B Company's 
combat a s s a u l t .  

A f t e r  completion of t h e  C Company combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e  
t r o o p  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  had flown t o  LZ Uptight  where they  loaded 
t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  of B Company. A second a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  



which w a s  t o  suppor t  t h e  B Company l and ing ,  began a t  0808 
hours and was completed a t  approximately 0812 hours.  Shor t ly  
a f t e rwards ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  of B Company was i n s e r t e d  on to  
t h e  LZ , l o c a t e d  approximately 500 meters  sou th  of  My Lai  (1). 
The LZ was r e p o r t e d  a s  be ing "cold ."  By 0830 hours ,  t h e  re -
maining elements  of  B Company had been l i f t e d  from Uptight  
i n t o  t h e  same LZ. 

Following B Company's combat a s s a u l t ,  COL Henderson 
apparent ly  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 )  where he 
had p rev ious ly  observed t h e  two bodies wi th  weapons. 

On t h e  ground, C Company had e a r l i e r  formed up wi th  
t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  g e n e r a l l y  on l i n e  and had begun i t s  
movements t o  t h e  e a s t  toward My Lai  ( 4 )  ( s e e  ske tch  5-6).  
Lead elements  of t h e  company e n t e r e d  i t s  western edge a t  
approximately 0750 hours.  CPT Medina and t h e  command group 
i n i t i a l l y  remained behind on t h e  LZ a s  elements  of t h e  com-
pany e n t e r e d  t h e  hamlet.  

A t  approximately 0830 hours ,  dur ing  t h e  course  of 
t h e  company's movement through t h e  hamlet ,  t h e  2d Pla toon 
moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  open a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  
r e t r i e v e  t h e  two enemy weapons observed by COL Henderson. 
The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  weapons was marked by "Shark" gunships 
which had r e t u r n e d  from suppor t ing  t h e  B Company combat as-
s a u l t .  A f t e r  r e t r i e v i n g  t h e  weapons, t h e  p la toon  was d i r e c t e d  
by CPT Medina t o  move t o  t h e  subhamlet of Binh Tay l o c a t e d  
400 meters nor th  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  proper .  

Following h i s  obse rva t ion  of t h e  C Company e lements ,  
COL Henderson r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  a t  ap- 
proximately 0845 hours.  He r e l e a s e d  t h e  two VC s u s p e c t s  t o  
a M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  p r i s o n e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team and spoke 
t o  MG Koster  who a r r i v e d  l a t e r .  COL Henderson denied  having 
spoken t o  LTC Barker dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  o r  having v i s i t e d - t h e  
TOC where t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were be ing monitored, 
recorded,  and r e p o r t e d  t o  h i s  headquar ters  a t  Duc Pho. LTC 
MacLachlan and MAJ Calhoun t e s t i f i e d ,  however, t h a t  they  
observed COL Henderson t a l k i n g  wi th  LTC Barker ,  i n s i d e  t h e  TOC, 
dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  of t ime. 

MG Koster  a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  0935 hours.  H e  
apparen t ly  spoke t o  COL Henderson f o r  approximately 15-30 
minutes and then  depar ted .  According t o  h i s  test imony,  he 
had s p e n t  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  of t h e  morning i n  t h e  nor the rn  
p a r t  of t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  zone, and i s  u n c e r t a i n  a s  
t o  whether he  f lew over  t h e  Son My a r e a  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  
a t  LZ D 0 t t i . e .  COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was under t h e  
impression,  a t  t h e  t i m e  he spoke t o  MG Koster ,  t h a t  Koster  
had flown over  t h e  a r e a .  



LTC Barker s p e n t  most o f  t h e  morning i n  h i s  command 
and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  
and coord ina t ing  t h e  conha$ a s s a u l t s .  Evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
he  re tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  occasions dur ing  
t h e  morning. H e  r e tu rned  t h e  f i r s t  time a t  approximately 0835 
hours f o r  r e f u e l i n g .  The evidence a v a i l a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he  
remained on t h e  ground u n t i l  approximately 0855 hours and t h a t  
he  took advantage of t h e  time n o t  only t o  r e f u e l  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
b u t  a l s o  t o  b r i n g  t h e  personnel  i n  h i s  TOC up t o  da:e on t h e  
r e s u l t s  of  t h e  opera t ion .  

Back i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  t h e  2d Platoon of C Company 
reached t h e  subhamlet of Binh Tay a t  approximately 0845 hours ,  
and remained i n  and around t h a t  a rea  f o r  approximately one 
hour. Following completion of i t s  a c t i o n ,  t h e  p la toon  re -
tu rned  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  t o  r e  jo in  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  company which 
had s e t  up a  pe r imete r  a long t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  hamlet.  

To t h e  e a s t ,  B Company had encountered no repor ted  
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i t s  movement nor th  toward My Lai ( I ) ,b u t  
s u f f e r e d  one man k i l l e d  ( t h e  2d Platoon l e a d e r )  and f o u r  
wounded from a  boobytrap detonated  on t h e  southwestern edge 
of t h e  hamlet ( see  ske tch  5-7) .  

A t  approximately 0850 hours ,  t h e  aero-scout  team 
sc reen ing  t o  t h e  southwest of  B Company repor ted  cap tu r ing  
two 60mm mortar  tubes  a long wi th  60mrn and 82mm mortar  am-
munition. This  r e p o r t  was l a t e r  amended t o  r e f l e c t  only t h e  
6 0 d  mortar  ammunit ion .  

A s  B Company progressed  toward My Lai (1), ano the r  
enemy boobytrap was de tonated ,  wounding t h r e e  men. LTC 
Barker had re tu rned  from LZ D o t t i e  t o  t h e  My La i  (1) a r e a  
and used h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  evacuate  t h e  
t h r e e  wounded men from B Company a t  approximately 0945 hours .  

Because of  t h e  heavy concen t ra t ion  of  mines and booby- 
t r a p s  i n  and around My La i  ( 1 1 ,  t h e  3d Pla toon of B Company 
was d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  northwest  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  t h e  hamlet of  My 
La i  (6)  whi le  t h e  2d Platoon and t h e  command group remained 
i n  t h e  a rea  west  o f  My Lai  (1). 

Following. h i s  pickup o f  t h e  B Company wounded, LTC 
Barker had t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d rop  him o f f  f o r  a second time a t  
LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 0950 hours ,  whi le  t h e  wounded men 
were t aken  by h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t h e  medical f a c i l i t y  a t  Chu 
Lai.  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 1 0 0 0  hours ,  
COL Henderson r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  u n t i l  about 



1030 hours ,  when he depar ted  f o r  a cour tesy  c a l l  on t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion  Commander a t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  and a subsequent 
lunch break a t  h i s  headquar ters  i n  Duc Pho. MG Koster  appar- 
e n t l y  a l s o  depar ted  LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 1000 hours.  

Although l e a d  elements  of t h e  1st Platoon of C Company 
had reached t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of My Lai  ( 4 )  by about 0900 hours,  
t h e  company continued t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  u n t i l  about 1330 
hours be fo re  moving on t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  l i n k  up with B Com-
pany -

By t h e  time t h e  company was ready t o  begin i t s  move-
ment t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  f o r  t h e  l ink-up,  a t o t a l  of 90 VC had been 
repor ted  k i l l e d  a long wi th  3 weapons captured ,  and 23 VC sus-
pec t s  de ta ined  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  One s o l d i e r  from 
C Company had been wounded i n  t h e  f o o t  apparen t ly  a s  a r e s u l t  
of t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  d i scharge  of a weapon whi le  i n s i d e  My Lai 
(4) 


B Company's 1st Pla toon,  which was o p e r a t i n g  a long t h e  
c o a s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  My Lai  ( I ) , r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  s e v e r a l  groups 
of enemy and c a p t u r i n g  a s s o r t e d  enemy equipment a t  t h e  same 
genera l  l o c a t i o n  beginning a t  0955 hours ( s e e  ske tch  5-7) .  The 
platoon repor ted  a t o t a l  of 30 enemy KIA accumulated by 1025 
hours and by 1420 hours had r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  a t o t a l  of 38 
enemy and c a p t u r i n g  a s s o r t e d  gear .  By tha-t  t i m e ,  t h e  remainder 
of t h e  company had completed i t s  sweep tl?rough My Lai  ( 6 )  and 
t h e  a r e a  w e s t  of My Lai  (1) and had reached t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n  w e s t  of t h e  hamlet.  The 1st Pla toon subsequently moved 
nor th  from t h e  s i t e  of t h e  repor ted  enemy dead and e s t a b l i s h e d  
a p la toon de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  along t h e  c o a s t l i n e  nea r  My Lai 
(3)  (see ske tch  5 -8 ) .  

COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he r e t u r n e d  t o  the o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  e a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  fo l lowing h i s  meeting a t  Quang 
Ngai Ci ty  and a subsequent s topof f  a t  t h e  b r igade  headquar ters  
a t  Duc Pho: During t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  he s topped o f f  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
on a t  l e a s t  two occas ions ,  dur ing  which time he d i scussed  t h e  
opera t ion  wi th  LTC Barker.  He a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he overf lew 
t h e  Son My a r e a ,  observing t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  du r ing  
t h e  af ternoon.  H e  r e tu rned  t o  Duc Pho i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n . - -  ' 

By approximately 1530 hours ,  C Company had completed 
i ts  movement from My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  l i n k e d  up wi th  B Company ( s e e  ske tch  
5-9).  (According t o  t h e  TF J o u r n a l ,  t h e  1st Pla toon of C 
Company subsequently moved t o  a n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
loca ted  about 800 meters  t o  t h e  southwest of t h e  main de- 
f e n s i v e  s i te . )  C Company brought 1 0  s u s p e c t s  t o  t h e  n i g h t  



defens ive  p o s i t i o n  where they  were subsequently i n t e r r o g a t e d  
by Vietnamese Nat ional  P o l i c e  elements .  The Nat ional  
Po l i ce  had been flown i n t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  by h e l i c o p t e r  
and were accompanied by CPT Kotouc, TF S2. CPT Kotouc 
a l s o  d e l i v e r e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from LTC Barker  concerning 
t h e  con t inua t ion  of t h e  opera t ion  on 17 and 18 March, 

During t h e  day, A Company had s u f f e r e d  two booby- 
t r a p  c a s u a l t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  3d Platoon b locking p o s i t i o n ,  
b u t  had f a i l e d  t o  d e t e c t  any enemy f l e e i n g  nor th  toward 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  

The aero-scout team from B Company, 123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  had continued t o  suppor t  t h e  opera t ion  i n  Son My 
and t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  throughout most of  t h e  af ternoon 
of t h e  16 th .  

Opera t ing  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  B Company, t h e  Navy "Swift  
Boats " s i g h t e d  and boarded s e v e r a l  sampans con ta in ing  Vie t -  
namese males and c h i l d r e n .  A t  approximately 1700 hours ,  t h e s e  
d e t a i n e e s  were tu rned  over  t o  B Company elements.  

A f t e r  having v i s i t e d  t h e  11th  Brigade headquar ters  a t  
Duc Pho (from 1510 t o  1535 h o u r s ) ,  MG Koster r e tu rned  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  a t  1645 hours ,  b r i n g i n g  wi th  him LTG Edgar C. Doleman 
(Ret . )  who was v i s i t i n g  t h e  America1 Divis ion  i n  conjunct ion 

wi th  a  s p e c i a l  s tudy of  communications systems i n  Southeas t  
Asia (COMSEA). ,MG Koster  and LTG Doleman (Ret.) were b r i e f e d  
on t h e  opera t ion  by LTC Barker ,  and depar ted  LZ D o t t i e  a t  1715 
hours.  

By t h e  evening o f  16 March 1968, TF Barker had r e -
p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  of  128 VC k i l l e d ,  3 weapons captured ,  a s s o r t e d  
mines, boobytraps and equipment captured and des t royed,  and 
f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s  of 2 k i l l e d  and- 11 wounded from t h e  f i r s t  
d a y ' s  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  With t h e  p o s s i b l e  ex-
cep t ion  of  one man, s l i g h t l y  wounded, from A Company, none of 
t h e  TF Barker c a s u a l t i e s  was i n f l i c t e d  by d i r e c t  enemy f i r e .  . 

H. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS ON 17  MARCH 

A t  0 4 0 0  hours on t h e  morning of t h e  1 7 t h ,  persons 
assumed t o  b e  VC were d e t e c t e d  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge  south  of 
t h e  b locking p o s i t i o n  occupied by A Company's 1st Pla toon.  
They were engaged by t h e  p la toon and withdrew immediately. 
Following t h i s  encounter ,  A Company remained i n  i t s  des ignated  
b locking p o s i t i o n s  throughout  most of t h e  remainder of t h e  
day. 



Early t h a t  morning, both C Company and B Company 
began moving toward t h e  sou th  from t h e i r  n i g h t  defens iye  
p o s i t i o n .  B Company s k i r t e d  t h e  southern  edge of  My Lai (1) 
and moved t o  t h e  b r i d g e  loca ted  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  
hamlet ( s e e  ske tch  5-10).  The company began c r o s s i n g  t h e  
Song My Khe a t  t h a t  p o i n t  a t  about 0800 hours.  A t  0810 
hours t h e  company had one man wounded from a boobytrap de- 
tonated  n e a r  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of t h e  b r i d g e  and s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  r epor ted  r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of My Khe ( 4 ) .  The company continued moving t o  t h e  south  
along t h e  c o a s t l i n e  . A t  ,132 0 hours ,  B Company 's 2d Platoon 
repor ted  k i l l i n g  one VC approximately 4 0 0  meters nor th  of 
Co Lay (1). Subsequently,  t h e  company passed through Co Lay 
( 2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 )  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  nor th  again  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  day. 

C Company a l s o  moved t o  t h e  sou th ,  genera l ly  p a r a l l e l  
t o  B Company, and passed through t h e  subhamlets of My Khe ( 3 ) ,  
My Khe ( I ) , and My Khe (2 )  ( see  ske tch  5-10).  En rou te ,  one 
man was wounded by an enemy mine o r  boobytrap detonated  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85 a t  0930 hours .  He was evacuated by 
h e l i c o p t e r  a t  1000 hours.  

During t h e  course  of  i t s  movement t o  t h e  sou th ,  C 
Company discovered  s e v e r a l  mines and boobytraps i n  and around 
t h e  hamlets ,  and a t  1 4 1 0  hours  repor ted  engaging and k i l l i n g  
two VC t o  t h e  southwest  o f  My Khe (1). A t  1530 hours ,  whi le  
moving i n t o  My Khe ( 2 ) ,  C Company repor ted  apprehending t h r e e  
VC s u s p e c t s  c o n s i s t i n g  of two men and one woman. 

A f t e r  r each ing  t h e  Song Tra Khuc, C Company turned 
back t o  t h e  n o r t h  toward a n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t o n  l o c a t e d  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  My Khe (1) and on t h e  western  s i d e  o f  t h e  
Song Kinh Giang ( see  ske tch  5-11). While en rou te  t o  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n ,  elements  of  t h e  company were repor ted  t o  have 
found one VC h i d i n g  i n  a tunne l  approximately 1,000 meters 
north of My Khe ( 2 ) .  The i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  k i l l e d  by t h e  
throwing of  a grenade i n t o  t h e  tunne l .  C Company reached 
t h e i r  s e l e c t e d  n i g h t  l o c a t i o n  a t  approximately 1800 hours.  

A f t e r  r each ing  t h e  Song Tra Khuc, B Company a l s o  
turned back t o  t h e  n o r t h  and moved a long t h e  c o a s t  u n t i l  it 
reached i t s  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  approximately halfway 
between Co Lay (1)and My Khe ( 4 )  (see sketch  5:ll). B 
Company was c losed  i n t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  by 1900 hours ,  and 
repor ted  no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  dur ing  t h e  remainder of t h e  17th.  

Late  i n  t h e  af ternoon,  A Company (minus t h e  2d Pla toon)  
had moved from i t s  nor the rn  b locking p o s i t i o n s  t o  n i g h t  ambush 
s i t e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Giem Dien ( 1 1 ,  on t h e  southern  
s i d e  of  t h e  Song Diem Diem (see  ske tch  5-12). I n  t h e  meantime, 



t h e  2d Platoon had moved from i t s  p o s i t i o n  a long t h e  Song 
Diem Diem, t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n i g h t  ambush p o s i t i o n  approxi-  
mately 1 t o  1-1/2 k i lomete r s  t o  t h e  northwest .  A t  2115 
hours ,  t h e  company commander r epor ted  t h a t  t h e  company ( - )  
had rece ived s i x  t o  seven rounds of  enemy 60mm mortar  f i r e .  
Fr iendly  c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e  f i r e  were two k i l l e d  and f i v e  
wounded. The c a s u a l t i e s  were subsequently determined t o  
have been caused by hand grenades apparent ly  h u r l e d  i n t o  
t h e  company's p o s i t i o n s  by enemy sappers .  The wounded were 
evacuated by 2245 hours and A Company repor ted  no f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  on t h e  17th .  

I .  SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS ON 18  MARCH 

By 0800 hours on t h e  morning of  18 March, both  B 
and C Companies had moved o u t  from t h e i r  previous  n i g h t  
p o s i t i o n s .  C Company i n i t i a l l y  moved west back through 
My Khe (1) and t h e n  swung n o r t h  toward t h e  pickup zone i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 3 ) .  B Company continued t o  move 
along t h e  coas t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  f i s h  ponds nor th  
of My L a i  ( 2 )  ( s e e  s k e t c h  5-13).  

A s  C Company passed t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My Lai ( I ) , it 
s u f f e r e d  two more c a s u a l t i e s  from an enemy boobytrap. One 
p la toon  was l e f t  behind t o  s e c u r e  a  pickup zone f o r  t h e  
medical evacuat ion  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  remainder of  t h e  com-
pany continued i t s  movement t o  t h e  nor th .  

A t  approximately 1300 hours ,  t h e  company Leceived 
word t h a t  COL Henderson was e n  r o u t e  t o  i t s  l o c a t i o n  t o  t a l k  
with t h e  company commander, CPT Medina. A l and ing  s i t e  was 
secured  approximately 900 meters t o  t h e  northwest  of  My Lai  
(1) and COL Henderson and members o f  h i s  command group landed 
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  They remained on t h e  ground 10-30 minutes,  
t h e n  depar ted ,  and t h e  company continued i t s  movement t o  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  e x t r a c t i o n  s i t e  n e a r  My Lai  ( 3 ) .  

A f t e r  reaching t h e  My La i  (3)  a rea ,  C Company secured  
i t s  own pickup zone. The e x t r a c t i o n  began a t  1 4 2 0  hours and 
was completed, wi th  a l l  e lements  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  by 1630 
hours.  The e x t r a c t i o n  was c a r r i e d  ou t  through t h e  use  of two 
o r  t h r e e  UH-1  "S l i ck"  h e l i c o p t e r s .  The f i r s t  load  of C Company 
men t o  be  e x t r a c t e d  was m e t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  by COL Henderson. 

E a r l i e r  t h a t  morning, A Company ( - )  had begun moving 
northwest  from t h e  Giem Dien area .  The company c r o s ~ e d  t h e  
Song Ham Giang a t  a fo rd ing  s i t e  and by 2045 hours t h a t  n i g h t  
had reached a n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l s  
108 and 109 ( s e e  s k e t c h  5-14).  The company repor ted  no f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  t h a t  'n ight .  



By 1900 hours ,  B Company had reached t h e  f i s h  ponds 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Ky Xuyen ( I ) , and c o l l e c t e d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a sea rch  of t h e  a r e a  ( s e e  s k e t c h  5-15).  Sub-
sequent ly ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Ky Xuyen ( 2 )  and An Ky were a l s o  
rounded up and moved i n t o  Ky Xuyen (1) s o  t h a t  t h e  two subham- 
l e t s  would be c l e a r  f o r  sea rches  t o  be conducted by B Company 
on t h e  fo l lowing day. The 1st Pla toon then  e s t a b l i s h e d  an 
ambush l o c k t i o n  approximately 200 meters t o  t h e  n o r t h  of Ky 
Xuyen (1). No f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  was r e p o r t e d  by B,Company on 
18 March. 

J. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS ON 19 MARCH 

A t  0130 hours on 19 March, CPT Michles r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
B Company was r e c e i v i n g  incoming mortar  rounds. Approximately 
15-16 mortar  rounds and enemy smal l  arms f i r e  were rece ived  i n  
the  i n i t i a l  v o l l e y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  one s o l d i e r  k i l l e d  and f i v e  
wounded. CPT Michles reques ted  a medical evacuat ion  h e l i c o p t e r  
and a l i g h t  f i r e  team (two gunships)  t o  a s s i s t  him. By 0245 
hours t h e  wounded had been evacuated and t h e  gunships were on 
s t a t i o n .  They remained.on s t a t i o n  u n t i l  0300 hours and then  
re turned t o  Duc Pho. A t  0440 hours ,  CPT Michles r epor ted  
rece iv ing  an a d d i t i o n a l  two rounds of  enemy mortar  f i r e  wi th  
no r e s u l t a n t  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s  .-

A f t e r  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  t h e  1st Pla toon searched t h e  a r e a  t o  
the n o r t h e a s t  of i t s  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  i n  an a t t empt  
t o  l o c a t e  t h e  enemy mortar  p o s i t i o n  and found t h e  mortar  f i r i n g  
p o s i t i o n  b u t  no enemy mortar .  

A t  1050 hours ,  LTC Barker began e x t r a c t i o n  of B 
Company from t h e  Son My a r e a ,  us ing  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  
h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  t r o o p  l i f t .  The 1st.Pla toon was e x t r a c t e d  
f i r s t  and was t aken  t o  LZ Uptight .  The remainder of t h e  
company was e x t r a c t e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and had c l o s e d  a t  t h a t  
l o c a t i o n  by 1345 hours.  

B Company's r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 19 March 1968 
concluded TF Barker opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a .  

K .  SUBSEQUENT OPERATIONS BY TF BARKER (See s k e t c h  5-16) 

There is  .no  evidence t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  any TF Barker  
elements e n t e r e d  t h e  Son My a r e a  aga in  fo l lowing t h e  16-19 
March opera t ion .  

Following t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  r i f l e  companies of t h e  
TF were employed i n  opera t ions  which were apparen t ly  
r o u t i n e  and of  no p r e s e n t  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  u n t i l  they  l e f t  t h e  



TF t o  r e j o i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  b a t t a l i o n s .  U n t i l  they  l e f t  t h e  
TF, t h e  companies were employed i n  t h e  a reas  and t i m e  pe r iods  
descr ibed below. During t h i s  p e r i o d  they were apparent ly  
broken down i n t o  p la toon  and squad-size elements and con-
ducted semi-independent opera t ions  w i t h i n  t h e i r  ass igned 
a r e a s . 

Following i t s  a r r i v a l  i n  an a rea  n o r t h e a s t  o f  LZ 
Uptight  on 19 March, A Company continued t o  conduct o p e r a t i o n s  
along t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  u n t i l  24 March. 
These opera t ions  were apparen t ly  designed t o  a s s i s t  i n  pro- 
t e c t i n g  t h e  r i c e  h a r v e s t  which was then i n  p rogress .  No 
s i g n i f i c a n t  enemy c o n t a c t s  were repor ted  dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
The company r e t u r n e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 24 March, 
remained t h e r e  througb t h e  25th, and then moved t o  provide  
l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  LZ Thunder l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  south  nea r  Duc 
Pho. Following i t s  movement t o  LZ Thunder, A Company d i d  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any f u r t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  by  TF Barker.  

On 19 March, B Company was a i r l i f t e d  from t h e  Son My 
a r e a  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  an$ remained a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  through 23 
March, t o  provide  l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  fo rces  f o r  both LZ D o t t i e  
and LZ Uptight .  On 24 March, t h e  company moved by f o o t  t o  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of h i l l  mass 108-109, approximately 3 t o  5 k i l o -  
meters t o  t h e  southwest  of LZ Upt ight ,  and continued opera t ions  
i n  t h a t  a rea  through 1 A p r i l .  Only s c a t t e r e d  c o n t a c t s  occurred 
dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  of  f i v e  VC repor ted  as k i l l e d  
by t h e  t i m e  B Company r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and LZ Upt ight  on 
t h e  af ternoon of 2 A p r i l .  B Company remained a t  LZ D o t t i e  u n t i l  
t h e  TF was disbanded on 8 Apr i l .  

A f t e r  be ing  r e l i e v e d  of t h e  l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  mission by 
B Company, C Company moved overland on 20 March t o  an a r e a  ap-
proximately.  5  k i lomete r s  e a s t  o f  LZ Dot t i e .  Opera t ions  were 
conducted from t h a t  l o c a t i o n  t o  a  d i s t a n c e  of ,about  5 k i lomete r s  
t o  t h e  northwest  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  20-25 March wi th  no repor ted  
enemy c o n t a c t .  On 26 March, t h e  company was a i r l i f t e d  back t o  
LZ D o t t i e  where it assumed t h e  s e c u r i t y  mission from A Company 
u n t i l  2 Apr i l .  On 3 A p r i l  t h e  company conducted a one-day .oper- 
a t i o n  approximately 6 k i lomete r s  north-northeas t of LZ D o t t i e ,  
and re tu rned  t o  D o t t i e  by  n i g h t f a l l  of  t h a t  same day. On 4 
A p r i l ,  t h e  company moved by f o o t  t o  an a rea  approximately 6 
k i lomete r s  north-northwest  of  LZ D o t t i e  and conducted oper-  
a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  u n t i l  8 A p r i l .  On 8 A p r i l ,  C Company was 
e x t r a c t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  and was moved t o  r e j o i n  i t s  p a r e n t  
b a t t a l i o n ,  (1st B a t t l i o n ,  20th I n f a n t r y )  which was then  engaged 
i n  Operat ion Norfolk Victory ( I )  southwest  of Quang Ngai C i t y .  

TF Barker was o f f i c i a l l y  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  1200 hours ,  
8 A p r i l  1968. 
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Chapter 6 


COMPANY C, IST BATTALION, 20TH INFANTRY: 

ACTIONS ON 16 AND 17 MARCH 1968 


The purpose o f  t h i s  chap te r  i s  t o  d e s c r i b e  i n  d e t a i l  those  
events i n v o l v i n g  a c t i o n s  of  Company C,  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  20th In-
f a n t r y  (C/l-20 I n f )  and i t s  suppor t ing  elements i n  and around 
My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March, and i n  My Khe Hamlet on 17 March. 

A. OPERATIONS ON 16 MARCH 

1. 0700-0750 Hours: The Combat Assau l t  Phase 

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  0700 hours ,  t h e  men o f  C Company 
completed t h e  i s suance  of  ammunition and -made f i n a l  checks of 
t h e i r  weapons and equipment. They then  moved t o  t h e  load ing  
area  a t  Landing Zone (LZ) D o t t i e  where t h e  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and gunships w e r e  a r r i v i n g  (see  e x h i b i t  P-26). 

LTC Barker had depar ted  e a r l i e r  i n  h i s  command and con-
t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  and began t o  make f i n a l  coord ina t ion  f o r  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and subsequent combat a s s a u l t  . 

A t  approximately 0720 hours ,  "War Lord" gunships f x s n  t h e  
aero-scout team, which had flown from t h e i r  base  a t  Chu Lai ,  
approached t h e  Son My a r e a  from t h e  nor th .  The l e a d  gunship 
contac ted  Task Force (TF) Barker  by rad io  and advised t h e  n e t  
con t ro l  s t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  team would remain over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a rea  pending commencement of t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

A t  0722 hours ,  t h e  f i r s t  elements of  C Compank were l i f t e d  
o f f  from LZ D o t t i e  and headed t o  t h e  southwest .  The s e l e c t e d  
f l i g h t  p a t h  was in tended t o  s e r v e  as  a  d i v e r s i o n a r y  move away 
from t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  and t o  permi t  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  t o  make 
t h e i r  f i n a l  approach i n t o  t h e  LZ (from s o u t h  t o  n o r t h )  wi thout  
having t o  c r o s s  t h e  gun-target  l i n e  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prepara-  
t i o n  (see s k e t c h  6-1). -.' 

The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  began a t  0724 hours and con t in -  
ued f o r  about  5 minutes.  The rounds impacted on t h e  LZ and 
p o r t i o n s  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  A s  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  began, t h o s e  



i n h a b i t a n t s  of My La i  ( 4 )  who had been working i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies  surrounding t h e  hamlet sought cover along d i k e s  and 
i n  t h e  numerous b u f f a l o  wallows which d o t t e d  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s .  
Ins ide  t h e  hamlet ,  o t h e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  took cover i n  homemade 
s h e l t e r s  o r  bunkers ad jacen t  t o  t h e i r  houses and i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  
w e l l s  l o c a t e d  throughout  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  ceased j ;st p r i o r  t o  0730 hours ,  
a s  t h e  t r o o p  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  were inbound on t h e i r  f i n a l  
approach t o  t h e  LZ.  Smoke and f i r e s ,  caused i n s i d e  t h g  hamlet 
by  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  were c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  from t h e  
inbound h e l i c o p t e r s  ( s e e  exh i b i t  P-195 ) . Accompanying "Shark " 
gunships preceded t h e  C Company i n s e r t i o n  by p l a c i n g  rocke t  
and machinegun f i r e s  on b o t h  f l a n k s  o f  t h e  LZ and probably 
i n t o  t h e  western  p o r t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The f i r s t  l i f t  of C 
Company touched down a t  0730 hours.  

CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  upon l and ing  he r e p o r t e d  t h e  
LZ as "cold" ( f r e e  o f  enemy f i r e ) .  Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  accord-
i n g  t o  Medina, a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  c u t  i n  on t h e  r a d i o  and 
r e p o r t e d  "Negative, nega t ive  - t h e  LZ i s  h o t .  You a r e  r ece iv -
i n g  f i r e .  We a r e  t a k i n g  f i r e .  There a r e  VC w i t h  weapons 
running from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we a r e  engaging them now" o r  
words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Medina has  f u r t h e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
based on t h i s  informat ion ,  he  immediately informed h i s  
p la toon l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  LZ was "hot.  " Medina's r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h i s  event  i s  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  n e i t h e r  by t h e  TF Barker  Journa l ,  
which o f f i c i a l l y  recorded t h e  LZ a s  "cold ,  " nor by t h e  record  
o f  LTC B a r k e r ' s  r a d i o  conversa t ion  wi th  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
l i f t  s h i p s  who confirmed t h a t  t h e  LZ was f r e e  of  enemy f i r e .  
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  CPT Medina gained t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  
LZ was "hot" '  by moni tor ing  t r ansmiss ions  between LTC Barker 
'and t h e  "Shark" and/or "War Lord" gunships which were, i n  f a c t ,  
t hen  i n  t h e  p rocess  of engaging a few armed enemy f l e e i n g  from 
t h e  hamlet.  . Whether CPT Medina's o rde r s  t o  h i s  p la toon 
l e a d e r s  were based on f a c t s  o r  on an assumption it seems l i k e -
l y  t h a t  such o r d e r s ,  i f  i s s u e d ,  may have served as a f i n a l  
r e l e a s e  f o r  t h e  e v e n t s  which followed. 

A s  t h e  f i r s t  e lements  of C Company began t o  deploy on 
t h e  LZ,  an OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  aero-scout  team a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The p i l o t  of  t h e  s c o u t  
s h i p  immediately s p o t t e d  an armed Vie t  Cong (VC) sou th  
of Route 521 running toward t h e  south-southwest ( s e e  ske tch  
6-2) . The door gunner i n  t h e  s c o u t  s h i p  f i r e d  a t  t h e  VC b u t  
missed. Accompanying "War Lord" gunships then s e t  up and made 
a n o r t h e a s t  t o  southwest  rocke t  run on h i s  l a s t  observed loca-  
t i o n .  Subsequently t h e y  were unable t o  confirm t h a t  t h e  VC had 
been k i l l e d .  ' 

While t h e  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  r e tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  t h e  
second l i f t  of  C Company, t h e i r  accompanying "Shark" gunships 



began t o  o r b i t  counterclockwise over  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th  o f  
Route 521. A s  they  passed a long t h e  sou the rn  edge o f  My Lai  
(4), an a i r b o r n e  forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  (FAC) s p o t t e d  an arm-

ed VC running t o  t h e  e a s t  on a  t r a i l  along t h e  southern  edge 
of t h e  hamlet.  The FAC immediately n o t i f i e d  t h e  "Sharks" who 
took t h e  VC under f i r e ,  missed him, tu rned  o u t  t o  t h e  nor th-  
e a s t ,  and set  up f o r  a sou th  t o  nor th  rocket  run. A f t e r  
coord ina t ing  a i r  space wi th  t h e  "War Lords",  t h e  "Sharks" en- 
gaged and apparen t ly  k i l l e d  t h e  man i n  t h e  extreme sou theas te rn  
edge of  t h e  hamlet.  A f t e r  s h i f t i n g  t h e i r  o r b i t  back t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of  Route 521, t h e  "Sharks" were n o t i f i e d  by t h e  FAC t h a t  
he had s p o t t e d  two more armed VC f l e e i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of 
t h e  LZ. The VC were quickly  engaged and k i l l e d  by "Shark" door 
gunners. In  a subsequent o r b i t  t o  t h e  sou th ,  t h e  "Sharks" 
spo t t ed  a f o u r t h  i n d i v i d u a l  (equipped wi th  web g e a ~ )  who was 
running t o  t h e  s o u t h  of  t h e  hamlet.  H e  was a l s o  engaged and 
repor ted  as  k i l l e d .  The "Sharks" then  began t o  drop smoke 
markers n e a r  t h e  bod ies  t o  mark t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  subsequent 
r e t r i e v a l  of  weapons and equipment by elements of C Company. 

Because of t h e  congest ion of a i r  space around My La i  ( 4 1 ,  
t h e  "War Lord" aero-scout  team decided t o  s h i f t  i t s  o r b i t  
f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  began t o  re-

. conno i t e r  a long  t h e  c o a s t a l  peninsula .  

From t h e  LZ,  t h e  1st Platoon of C Company had moved e a s t -  
s o u t h e a s t  f o r  about 150 meters and s e t  up i ts  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  pe r imete r  wi th  t h e  1st Squad on t h e  r i g h t  ( sou th )  and 
t h e  2d Squad t o  t h e  l e f t  ( n o r t h )  (see ske tch  6-3). 

Elements of t h e  2d Pla toon moved approximately 200 meters 
t o  t h e  e a s t - n o r t h e a s t  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a p a r t i a l  pe r ime te r  
extending from t h e  western  edge o f  My La i  ( 4 )  back t o  t h e  nor th -  
west. 

While t h e  p la toons  moved t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s e c u r i t y  per-  
i m e t e r ,  CPT Medina and t h e  command group remained nea r  t h e  
c e n t e r  of  t h e  LZ ( s e e  e x h i b i t  P-202). 

A s  t h e  p l a t o o n s  moved away from t h e  LZ,  Vietnamese began 
t o  appear from var ious  s h e l t e r s  and h i d i n g  a reas  i n  and around 
t h e  r i c e  paddies.  They were taken under f i r e  by elements  of both 
t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  and a number of  them (approximately 
4-9) were k i l l e d .  

The 1st Platoon was h a l t e d  when i t  reached t h e  western 
edge of t h e  hamlet and s e t  up s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n s  along t h e  
d i k e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  wi th  SGT M i t c h e l l ' s  1st Squad on t h e  r i g h t  
( south). SSG Bacon I s  2d Squad s e t  up t o  t h e  l e f t  (nor th )  
f lank of t h e  p la toon and qu ick ly  opened f i r e  on what was re -
por ted  t o  be  an armed i n d i v i d u a l  o r  group of armed i n d i v i d u a l s  
observed i n s i d e  t h e  southwestern edge of  t h e  hamlet.  Most of 



t h e  remainder of  t h e  p la toon then  began f i r i n g  toward t h e  ham- 
l e t  i n t o  "suspected enemy p o s i t i o n s "  such as  bushes,  bunkers ,  
and w e l l s ,  and a t  Vietnamese f l e e i n g  t o  t h e  southwest  of t h e  
hamlet.  

A f t e r  h a l t i n g  and a t t empt ing  t o  t i e  i n  i t s  r i g h t  f l ank  
wi th  t h e  1st Pla toon,  t h e  2d Platoon a l s o  began t o  f i r e  upon 
Vietnamese i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies t o  i t s  nor th ,  and p laced a heavy 
volume of  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  northwestern p o r t i o n  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
Severa l  Vietnamese were h i t  and apparent ly  k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  
of  t h i s  f i r e .  

The second and f i n a l  l i f t  of  C Company depar ted  LZ D o t t i e  
a t  0738 hours ( see  e x h i b i t  P-27). A s  t h e  l i f t  , s h i p s  w e r e  
making t h e i r  f i n a l  approach i n t o  t h e  secured  LZ, CPT Medina 
marked t h e  des ignated  touchdown p o i n t  wi th  smoke and a s s i s t e d  
i n  guiding t h e  s h i p s  i n .  The second l i f t  touched down a t  0747 
hours  ( see  e x h i b i t  P-65 and P-29). A s  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  were de- 
p a r t i n g  t h e  LZ, t h e  l e a d  p i l o t  r epor ted  t o  LTC Barker ,  who was 
overhead i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  l i f t  had rece ived  f i r e  
from one of t h e  surrounding hamlets as they  w e r e  making t h e i r  
descen t  i n t o  t h e  LZ. Based on t h i s  informat ion ,  t h e  LZ was 
recorded i n  t h e  TF J o u r n a l  a s  "hot.  " Neither  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
n o r  t h e i r  passengers  s u s t a i n e d  any h i t s  from t h e  f i r e  

To t h e  sou th  of  t h e  LZ, t h e  "Sharks" threw smoke markers 
n e a r  t h e  body o f  t h e  VC k i l l e d  previous ly  t o  t h e  nor th  of Route 
521. They reques ted  t h a t  Barker d i s p a t c h  ground elements t o  t h e  
sou th  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  man's equipment. The "War Lords I' who 
w e r e  by t h a t  t ime conducting a e r i a l  reconnaissance along t h e  
c o a s t ,  r epor ted  t o  Barker t h a t  t h e y  had a l s o  k i l l e d  two add-
i t i o n a l  armed enemy sou th  o f  t h e  LZ. Based on t h i s  informat ion ,  
Barker d i r e c t e d  Medina t o  d i spa tch  an element t o  t h e  sou th .  

Almost immediately a f t e r  landing,  t h e  3d Platoon Leader 
(LT [now M r .  1 LaCross) r ece ived  o rde r s  from CPT Medina t o  send 
an element from h i s  p la toon  t o  r e t r i e v e  the '  enemy equipment and 
weapons t o  t h e  sou th  ( s e e  s k e t c h  6-4 ) . 

LT LaCros s d i r e c t e d  h i s  3d Squad Leader, SP4 (now M r .  ) 
Grimes, t o  move h i s  men ou t  t o  t h e  south  toward t h e  smoke mark- 
ers dropped by t h e  "Sharks" gunships.  A s  they moved o u t  ( see  
e x h i b i t  P-64) , t h e y  were accompanied by LaCross, h i s  r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r ,  and two 1 1 t h  Brigade Publ ic  Information O f f i c e  (PIO) 
men. The remainder o f  t h e  3d Platoon and a mortar  squad from' 
t h e  company weapons p la toon  had meanwhile moved a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
o f f  t h e  LZ t o  t h e  northwest .  They o r i e n t e d  t h e i r  de fens ive  
pe r imete r  genera l ly  toward t h e  west .  

The remaining elements  o f  t h e  2d Pla toon,  who had landed 
i n  t h e  second l i f t ,  moved r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and assembled 



with t h e  rest o f  t h e  p la toon.  A f t e r  l ink-up,  t h e  p la toon was 
deployed w i t h  SGT Hodges' 1st Squad on t h e  l e f t  ( n o r t h ) ,  CPL 
(now SGT) S c h i e l ' s  2d Squad i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and SGT LaCroix's 
3d Squad on t h e  r i g h t  ( s o u t h ) .  

The 1st and 2d Pla toons  were deployed genera l ly  along t h e  
western edge of t h e  hamlet ,  and a t  approximately 0750 hours be- 
gan moving t o  t h e  e a s t .  A s  t h e y  e n t e r e d  My La i  (9),CPT Medina 
and t h e  command group- moved a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
and se t  up a temporary command.post l o c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  ham- 
le t .  

2. 	 0750-0845 Hours: Actions of 3d Pla toon,  Avia t ion ,  and 
Command Elements Outside o f  My Lai ( 4 )  

A t  about 0755 hours ,  LTC Barker contac ted  h i s  t a c t i c a l  
opera t ions  c e n t e r  (TOC) a t  LZ D o t t i e  t o  n o t i f y  them t h a t  a l l  of 
C Company's e lements  were on t h e  ground and t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon 
element was moving o u t  t o  s e c u r e  weapons and equipment from VC 
k i l l e d  by  t h e  gunships.  He a l s o  repor ted  t h a t  C Company had had 
no c o n t a c t  a s  of t h a t  t i m e  b u t  was informed by t h e  TOC t h a t  C 
Company had a l ready  been c r e d i t e d  wi th  15 VC k i l l e d .  These 
apparent ly  had been repor ted  p rev ious ly  by  CPT Medina. 

A s  LT _Lacross and h i s  3d Squad approached t h e  a rea  where 
t h e  VC body had been marked by t h e  "Sharks," t h e  smoke markers 
burned o u t  ( see  s k e t c h  6-5).  They searched t h e  a r e a  f o r  a s h o r t  
t i m e  b u t  w e r e  unable t o  f i n d  t h e  weapon, and consequently began 
t o  move back toward t h e  LZ. LT LaCross con tac ted  CPT Medina 
and advised him t h a t  t h e y  were r e t u r n i n g  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Medina, 
however, o rde red  them t o  remain i n  t h a t  a rea  and cont inue  t h e i r  
search  f o r  weapons and equipment. To t h e i r  sou th ,  t h e  "Sharks" 
had s p o t t e d  ano the r  armed VC running southwest a long t h e  s ~ u t h -  
e rn  edge o f  Route 521. The "Sharks" took him under f i r e  as h e  
evaded toward a smal l  tree l i n e  running s o u t h  from t h e  road.  

By 0800 hours ,  s e v e r a l  groups of  Vietnamese from My Lai  
( 4 )  and surrounding subhamlets had begun moving ou t  of  t h e  a r e a  
t o  t h e  southwest  a long Route 521. A s  t h e  "Sharks" f i r e d  on t h e  
VC south of  t h e  highway, many o f  t h e  Vietnamese s q u a t t e d  a long 
t h e  road. These groups w e r e  composed p r i m a r i l y  o f  o l d  men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n .  

A f t e r  apparen t ly  k i l l i n g  t h e  armed VC, the "Sharks" began 
dropping smoke markers on h i s  l o c a t i o n  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  sev-
e r a l  ammo boxes which t h e  VC had d i sca rded  i n  h i s  a t tempts  t o  
evade. The "Sharks" n o t i f i e d  LTC Barker o f  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  and 
LT LaCross' 3d Squad, which was a l ready  moving f a r t h e r  sou th ,  
was t o l d  t o  o r i e n t  i t s  movement on t h e  "Sharks" smoke mark- 
e r s .  . 

A t  approximately 0800 hours,  LTC Barker was contac ted  by 



MAJ McKnight, who was a i rborne  over  t h e  a r e a  wi th  COL Hend-
erson,  and was informed about t h e  l a r g e  number of people moving 
o u t  along Route 521 t o  t h e  southwest.  MAJ  McKnight a l s o  i n d i -  
ca ted  t h a t  COL Henderson's command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  was 
o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  d e p a r t i n g  group o f  people.  

A s  LT LaCross and SP4 Grimes' 3d Squad approached Route 
521, t h e y  observed t h e  group o f  Vietnamese moving t o  t h e  south-  
w e s t .  The squad took t h e  group under f i r e  ( see  e x h i b i t  P-30). 
Members of  t h e  squad and "Shark" crew members who were overhead 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  from t h r e e  t o  15 Vietnamese were k i l l e d  by t h e  
squad ' s  i n i t i a l  v o l l e y  (see e x h i b i t s  P-31, P-38) 

Following t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  Vietnamese, a p a r t  of t h e  3d 
Squad remained a long  t h e  road t o  sea rch  f o r  documents and equip- 
ment (see e x h i b i t  P-26).. The remainder of  t h e  squad proceeded 
a c r o s s  t h e  road t o  t h e  south .  A s  they  crossed  t h e  road,  a 
woman (poss ib ly  accompanied by a small  g i r l )  was observed h i d i n g  
i n  a d i t c h  which p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  road.  "Shark" c r e w  members who 
w e r e  s t i l l  o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  a r e a  observed an i n d i v i d u a l ,  f o l -
lowed by a r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  shoo t  and k i l l  t h e  woman (see P-32). 
(The two PI0 men who had accompanied t h e  3d Squad t o  t h e  south  
a l s o  observed t h e  woman when s h e  was a l i v e  and subsequently saw 
h e r  a f t e r  s h e  had been k i l l e d . )  The squad element then  moved 
f a r t h e r  s o u t h  and r e t r i e v e d  a weapon and two ammunition boxes, 
probably from t h e  body of  t h e  VC k i l l e d  by t h e  "Sharks. " A f t e r  
recover ing  t h e  weapon, t h e  s o l d i e r s  who had gone sou th  of t h e  
road, r e tu rned  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  rest of t h e  squad..  

A t  approximately 0810 hours ,  t h e  aero-scout  team contac ted  
COL Henderson's h e l i c o p t e r  and n o t i f i e d  MAJ McKnight t h a t  two 
VC suspec t s  had been s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  l a r g e  group of  Vie t -  
namese moving t o  t h e  southwest ,  and t h a t  t h e  two suspec t s  
were s t r i p p e d  down ( i . e .  had taken t h e i r  s h i r t s  o f f )  and were 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  pickup. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  COL Henderson ' s 
h e l i c o p t e r  landed 400-500 meters southwest of  t h e  3d Squad's 
l o c a t i o n  and picked u p  t h e  two suspec t s .  W 0 1  (now 1 L T )  Thomp-
son was p i l o t  of  t h e  s c o u t  s h i p  t h a t  had separa ted  and cornered 
t h e  suspec t s .  

A f t e r  a s s i s t i n g  COL Henderson wi th  t h e  apprehension of t h e  
two VC s u s p e c t s ,  W01 Thompson began a e r i a l  reconnaissance of  
t h e  a rea  around t h e  c r e s t  of H i l l  85 and d iscovered  a cache of 
enemy 60mrn mortar  ammunition. An i n f a n t r y  p la toon from t h e  
aero-scout  company was subsequent ly  i n s e r t e d  on t h e  h i l l  t o  
cap tu re  and des t roy  t h e  ammunition. Because of i t s  involvement 
with t h e  cap tu re  of t h e  ammunition, and because o f  i t s  r e t u r n  
t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  r e f u e l i n g ,  t h e  aero-scout  team was somewhat 
separa ted  from t h e  a c t i o n s  i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  from about 
0815 hours u n t i l  a f t e r  0900 hours.  The "Shark" gunships a l s o  
re tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  r e f u e l i n g  and rearming between 0845 
and 0900 hours.  . 



The 3d Squad l e f t  Route 521 and began r e t r a c i n g  its r o u t e  
back t o  t h e  n o r t h  toward t h e  LZ ( s e e ' s k e t c h  6-6) .  En r o u t e ,  
members of t h e  squad d e t e c t e d  two Vietnamese running southwest 
from t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  a c r o s s  t h e  s q u a d ' s  path. They 
were f i r e d  on by t h e  squad and were e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded. 
There i s  evidence t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one of  t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  was a c h i l d .  The evidence a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  
two people,  o r  a subsequent group o f  Vietnamese encountered by 
t h e  3d Squad ( b e f o r e  reaching t h e  L Z ) ,  were k i l l e d  o r  " f i n i s h -
ed o f f "  a t  c l o s e  range by a machinegunner working wi th  t h e  
squad ( see  e x h i b i t  P-39). A s  t h e  squad continued nor th ,  a t  
l e a s t  one of  i t s  members observed a l a r g e  group o f  Vietnamese, 
under t h e  guard o f  US s o l d i e r s ,  o f f  t o  h i s  e a s t  near  t h e  south-  
e rn  edge of My Lai  

The squad re tu rned  t o  t h e  southwest co rne r  of  t h e  hamlet 
a t  approximately 0845 hours.  The e n t i r e  3d Pla toon then began 
m v i n g  i n t o  t h e  western  edge o f  My ~ L a i  ( 4 ) ,  f o r  t h e  mop-up 
opera t ion .  The PI0  men who had accompanied SGT Grimes's squad 
t o  .the s o u t h ,  observed t h e  squad as  it began t o  burn th,e houses 
i n  t h e  southwestern p o r t i o n  of  t h e  hamlet ( s e e  e x h i b i t s  P-60, 
59, 69, and 68) and then moved o f f  t o  t h e  northwest  where CPT 
Medina and t h e  command group were s t i l l  loca ted  j u s t  i n s i d e  
t h e  western edge o f  t h e  hamlet.  

3 .  	 0750-0845 Hours: I n i t i a l  Actions of 1st Platoon 

I n s i d e  My Lai  ( 4 )  


I n  t h e  1st Pla toon s e c t o r ,  LT Ca l l ey  and h i s  r ad io  opera- 
t o r  followed behind t h e  r i g h t  (1st) squad l e d  by SGT Mi tche l l .  
The p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  SFC Cowan, moved behind SSG Bacon's 2d 
squad. (The genera l  d i r e c t i o n s  of squad movements shown on ske tch  
6-7 r e s u l t  from a d e t a i l e d  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  based on wi tness  s t a t e -
ments a s  t o  loca t ion/d is tance/ t ime where they  observed o r  p a r t -
i c i p a t e d  i n  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s .  The r o u t e s  por t rayed a r e  a t  b e s t  
t h e  c e n t r a l  axes of t h e  p a t h s  followed by most members of t h e  
squads. ) 

A s  t h e  1st Platoon'moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet ,  i t s  s o l d i e r s  
began p l a c i n g  heavy f i r e  on f l e e i n g  Vietnamese, throwing grenades 
i n t o  houses and bunkers,  s l a u g h t e r i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  and des t roy ing  
foods tu f f s .  Severa l  wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  t o  having observed an 
o ld  Vietnamese man be ing  bayoneted t o  death  by a mgmber of t h e  , 

platoon and t o  having seen another  man thrown a l i v e  i n t o  a w e l l  
and subsequent ly  k i l l e d  w i t h  a  hand grenade. Severa l  members 
of t h e  p la toon a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t o  having p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  "mercy" 
k i l l i n g s  of badly wounded Vietnamese a s  t h e  p la toon  advanced. 
The 1st P la toon ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  southwestern p o r t i o n  of  My Lai 
( 4 )  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by one no tab le ,  a l b e i t  t r a n s i e n t ,  d i f f e r -

ence from t h e  a c t i o n s  of  t h e  2d Pla toon - l i v e  d e t a i n e e s  were 
rounded up, i n  t h e  midst  of t h e  s c a t t e r e d  k i l l i n g  and des t ruc -  



t i o n .  A s  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  were c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e y  were moved gener- 
a l l y  eastward t o  t h e  main north-south t r a i l  running thr'ough 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (see  ske tch  6-7).  A f t e r  r each ing  t h e  
t r a i l ,  t hey  w e r e  moved sou th  i n  two main groups toward LT Cal-
l e y ' s  l o c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  group cons i s t ed  of 60-70 people ,  
comprised p r i m a r i l y  of women and c h i l d r e n .  A few e l d e r l y  males 
were a l s o  among t h e  group. A f t e r  r each ing  t h e  southern  edge 
of t h e  hamlet ,  t h e  f i r s t  group was e s c o r t e d  by a few s o l d i e r s  
from t h e  1st Squad t o  a  d i t c h  l o c a t e d  approximately 100-150 
meters t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
A f t e r  reaching t h e  d i t c h  t h e y  were herded i n t o  it and kept  
under guard. 

A second group o f  v i l l a g e r s ,  numbering between.20 and 50, 
a l s o  was moved s o u t h  a l o n g  t h e  main north-south t r a i l  and then  
moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies where t h e y  were p laced  under 
t h e  guard of s e v e r a l  men (probably a  f i r e  team) from t h e  1st 
Squad. This  second group of  v i l l a g e r s  reached t h e  sou the rn  
edge of t h e  hamlet a t  approximately 0830 hours.  

4. 	 0750-0845 Hours: I n i t i a l  Actions o f  2d Platoon and 
Command Elements i n  and North of My La i  ( 4 )  

A s  t h e  2d Platoon e n t e r e d  My ~ a i  ( 4 ) ,  LT Brooks (2d 
Platoon Leader) followed behind t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  (3d) squad l e d  
by  SGT LaCroix. Platoon Sergeant  Buchanon t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  gen- 
e r a l l y  followed behind SGT Hodges ' l e f t  f l ank  (1st) squad. CPL 
S c h i e l  l e d  t h e  2d Squad l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  ( s e e  ske tch  
6-8) . A s  t h e  p la toon  advanced through t h e  northwestern and 
n o r t h - c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  hamlet ,  members of t h e  va r ious  squads 
became in te rming led  w i t h  each o t h e r  and, i n  some c a s e s ,  wi th  
elements  o f  t h e  1st Pla toon l o c a t e d  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  f l ank .  

Members of t h e  2d Platoon began k i l l i n g  Vietnamese i n -  
h a b i t a n t s  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  a s  soon a s  they  e n t e r e d  i t s  western  
edge. The evidence a v a i l a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  they  n e i t h e r  sought  t o  
t a k e  n o r  d i d  they  r e t a i n  any p r i s o n e r s ,  s u s p e c t s ,  o r  d e t a i n e e s  
whi le  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  A s  t hey  advanced and d iscovered  homemade 
bunkers o r  bomb s h e l t e r s ,  many of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  y e l l e d  "Lai 
Day" ( t h e  Vietnamese words f o r  "come h e r e " ) .  F a i l i n g  any re -
sponse from t h e  Vietnamese i n s i d e  t h e  bunkers ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
tossed  fragmentat ion grenades i n t o  t h e  bunkers,  and followed up 
by sp ray ing  t h e  i n s i d e  wi th  smal l  arms f i r e .  Mhny wi tnesses  
a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when Vietnamese d i d  respond most of  them 
w e r e  s h o t  down a s  t h e y  e x i t e d  t h e  bunkers.  I n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
i n s t a n c e s  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  Vietnamese of  a l l  ages were round-
ed  up i n  groups of  5-10 and were s h o t  down. Other  i n h a b i t a n t s  
w e r e  s h o t  down i n  t h e  paddies  border ing  t h e  nor the rn  edge of t h e  
hamlet whi le  a t t empt ing  t o  escape.  Women and c h i l d r e n ,  many of 
whom w e r e  smal l  bab ies ,  were k i l l e d  s i t t i n g  o r  h i d i n g  i n s i d e  
t h e i r  homes. A t  l e a s t  two rapes  were p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and ob- 



served by members of t h e  p la toon.  Most of t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and 
fowl i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet were a l s o  s l augh te red .  A p r e c i s e  de te r -  
mination o f  t h e  number of  Vietnamese k i l l e d  by t h e  2d Platoon 
i s  v i r t u a l l y  imposs ib le .  However, t h e  preponderance of  t h e  
evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  50 and perhaps as  many as  1 0 0  
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  comprised almost exc lus ive ly  of  o ld  men, women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and b a b i e s ,  w e r e  k i l l e d  by members o f  t h e  2d Platoon 
while  they  were i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A s  t h e  p la toon  approached t h e  nor theas te rn  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  LT Brooks rece ived  a c a l l  from CPT Medina d i r e c t i n g  
him t o  move t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon  t o  t h e  n o r t h  t o  s e c u r e  two wea- 
pons from VC k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  by  "Shark" gunships 'which were, by 
t h i s  t i m e ,  re-marking t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  VC bod ies  wi th  smoke. 
The 2d Platoon e x i t e d  t h e  nor the rn  edge o f  My ljai ( 4 )  a t  
approximately 0830 hours .  Up t o  t h a t  t i m e  it had taken no cas-
u a l t i e s ,  and t h e  preponderance of t h e  test imony s t r o n g l y  i n d i -  
c a t e s  it had rece ived  no enemy f i r e .  

COL Henderson had continued t o  o r b l t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  
a f t e r  h i s  pickup of t h e  two VC s u s p e c t s ,  and a f t e r  observing 
t h e  B Company combat a s s a u l t ,  re turned t o  t h e  a r e a  where "Shark" 
gunships w e r e  marking t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  two VC t h e y  had k i l l e d  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  The smoke was used t o  a s s i s t  i n  
o r i e n t i n g  t h e  movements o f  t h e  2d Platoon which was moving nor th  
from t h e  hamlet  toward t h e  smoke markers. A f t e r  observing t h e  
ground t r o o p s  move t o  w i t h i n  100-150 meters of t h e  two bod ies  
and weapons, COL Henderson apparen t ly  depar ted  f o r  LZ D o t t i e  
t o  r e f u e l  and drop o f f  t h e  two suspec t s .  

LTC Barker a l s o  had been o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a rea  f o r  most o f  t h e  morning. A f t e r  coord ina t ing  t h e  B Company 
combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai  (1), h e  made a f i n a l  check wi th  CPT 
Medina and t h e n  headed back t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  r e f u e l i n g .  During 
t h e  conversa t ion  w i t h  CPT Medina, he  was apparent ly  informed 
t h a t  C Company had accounted f o r  a  t o t a l  of 84 enemy k i l l e d .  
F i f t e e n  enemy k i l l e d  had been repor ted  e a r l i e r  by CPT Medina 
t o  t h e  TF TOC. En r o u t e ,  LTC Barker contac ted  t h e  TOC and ad- 
vised them t h a t  h e  was r e t u r n i n g  t o  r e f u e l  and would b r i n g  them 
up t o  d a t e  on t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  opera t ion .  LTC Barker a r r i v e d  
a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 0835 hours.  An e n t r y ,  c r e d i t i n g  
C Company wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  69 enemy k i l l e d ,  was made on t h e  
TF Barker J o u r n a l  as  o f  0840 hours.  

Using t h e  smoke markers of  t h e  "Sharks" t o  guide on, t h e  
2d Platoon found t h e  two VC bodies  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and re-
t r i e v e d  a c a r b i n e  and an M - 1  r i f l e  from nearby. The two VC had 
been k i l l e d  whi le  running from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  smal l  subham- 
l e t  of  Binh Tay (see ske tch  6-9) l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  northwest  of t h e  
2d P la toon ' s  p o s i t i o n .  The p la toon was consequently ordered t o  
proceed t o  Binh Tay t o  check it out  and reached i t s  southern  
edge a t  approximately 0845 hours.  ' 



5. 	 0845-0945 Hours: Locat ion and Actions of Command 
Elements, and C Company a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  and Binh Tay 

By 0855 hours ,  LTC Barker completed h i s  r e f u e l i n g  s t o p  
a t  LZ D o t t i e  and was a i rborne  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  

COL Henderson, who a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 

0845 hours,  apparen t ly  remained t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  0950 

hours .  


Between 0845-0900 hours ,  t h e  group of v i l l a g e r s  (20-50) who 
had been moved by  t h e  1st pla toon t o  t h e  south  o f  t h e  hamlet 
and h e l d  under guard i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies w e r e  s h o t  down by 
members o f  t h e  p la toon ( s e e  s k e t c h  6-10). Following t h e  k i l -  
l i n g ,  t h e  f i r e  team t h a t  had guarded t h e  v i l l a g e r s  w a s  s e n t  
through t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  hamlet t o  round up 
a d d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e r s  and move them f a r t h e r  e a s t  t o  t h e  d i t c h .  
LT Cal ley  and t h e  command group moved from south  of  t h e  hamlet 
t o  t h e  e a s t  and a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  d i t c h  a t  approximately 0900 
hours.  SGT M i t c h e l l ' s  1st Squad (minus a f i r e  team) had set  
up a de fens ive  pe r imete r  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  d i t c h .  SSG 
Bacon's 2d Squad, which was moving through t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  hamlet ,  subsequently s e t  up de fens ive  p o s i t i o n s  
as t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  element o f  t h e  platoon.  

The f i r e  team of  t h e  1st Squad, which had searched through 
t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  hamlet ,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  d i t c h  a t  
about  0900 hours and brought  wi th  it approximately 10 a d d i t i o n a l  
v i l l a g e r s .  The v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  herded i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  wi th  t h e  
l a r g e r  group o f  60-70. (There has been test imony from V i e t -
namese wi tnesses  t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  number o f  v i l l a g e r s ,  pos-
s i b l y  50 o r  more, w e r e  e i t h e r  brought  t o  t h e  d i t c h  from s u r -  
rounding subhamlets o r  sought  refuge  i n  t h e  d i t c h  from t h e  

. 	C Company a c t i o n .  Testimony from US personnel  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t h e  Vietnamese s t a t e m e n t s  has  n o t  been developed by t h i s  
Inqui ry .  ) A t  approximately 0 900 -0915 hours,  Vietnamese person- 
n e l  who had been herded i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  were s h o t  down by members 
of  t h e  1st Platoon.  

I n s i d e  t h e  subhamlet o f  Binh Tay, t h e  2d Platoon continued 
t h e  p a t t e r n  of  burning,  k i l l i n g s ,  and rapes  which it  had fol low- 
ed i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  Bes ides  s c a t t e r e d  k i l l i n g  which took p l a c e  
i n s i d e  t h e  subhamlet,  a group of  Vietnamese women and c h i l d r e n  
(approximately 10 -20 ) were rounded up, brought  t o  t h e  southern  

end o f  Binh Tay, and made t o  s q u a t  i n  a c i r c l e .  S e v e r a l  40mm 
rounds from an M-79 grenade launcher  w e r e  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  
midst ,  k i l l i n g  s e v e r a l  and wounding many. The wounded w e r e  
subsequently k i l l e d  by  smal l  arms f i r e  from members of  t h e  p la-  
toon. Witnesses from t h e  p la toon  have t e s t i f i e d  t o  observing 
a t  l e a s t  one gang-rape of  a young Vietnamese g i r l ,  an a c t  of 
sodomy, and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  r a p e / k i l l i n g s  w h i l e  i n s i d e  Binh 
Tay. 



On t h e  LZ, t h e  3d Squad o f  t h e  3d Platoon had re tu rned  
a t  approximately 0845 hours from i t s  movement t o  t h e  south .  
LT LaCross l e f t  t h e  squad and moved t o  t h e  northwest  co rne r  
of t h e  hamlet where h e  confer red  wi th  CPT Medina f o r  a s h o r t  
while.  CPT Medina t o l d  him t o  have h i s  p la toon  begin  moving 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  mop-up opera t ion .  LT LaCross 
followed behind SGT (now M r .  ) Smail ' s  1st Squad on t h e  l e f t  
(nor th )  f l a n k  (see s k e t c h  6-11). SGT G r i m e s '  3d Squad moved 
gn t h e  sou the rn  f l ank .  The p la toon ,  accompanied by SFC Maroney's 
mortar  squad, e n t e r e d  t h e  western edge of  t h e  hamlet between 
0845-0900 hours.  CPT Medina and h i s  command group followed 
behind t h e  p la toon .  

A f t e r  CPT Medina and t h e  command group had moved i n t o  t h e  
hamlet f o r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  ( s e e  ske tch  6-12 ) , an o l d  V i e t -
namese man wi th  two c h i l d r e n  was apprehended and brought  t o  
their l o c a t i o n .  H e  was i n t e r r o g a t e d  by SGT Phu, CPT Medina's 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  (see e x h i b i t s  P-66 and 6 7 ) .  The o l d  
man informed Medina t h a t  30-40 VC had been i n  My La i  ( 4 )  t h e  
previous evening b u t  had depar ted  t h e  hamlet t h a t  morning p r i o r  
t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  (This  informat ion  was repor ted  and re-
corded on t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade J o u r n a l . )  The command group then 
moved f a r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  toward t h e  e a s t  and south-  
e a s t  

Forward of  t h e  command group, t h e  3d Pla toon went about 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops - and t h e  burning of  houses i n  a thorough 
and sys temat ic  manner (see  e x h i b i t s  P-15, 35, 16,  33, 56, and 
1 4 ) . Throughout t h e  hamlet ,  members of t h e  p la toon and t h e  two 
PI0 men who accompanied them observed t h e  bodies  of  Vietnamese 
k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  d u r i n g  t h e  1st and 2d  P la toons '  advance ( see  
e x h i b i t s  P-34, 37, and 32) .  Members of  t h e  3d Platoon s l a u g h t -  
e r e d  most o f  t h e  remaining l i v e s t o c k ,  and i n  a t  l e a s t  one 
i n s t a n c e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  about f i v e  o r  s i x  
s e r i o u s l y  wounded Vietnamese t o  "put  them o u t  of  t h e i r  misery" 
s i n c e  " they d i d  n o t  g ive  them medical a i d , "  

A f t e r  completion o f  h i s  f i r s t  r e f u e l i n g  s t o p  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
a t  approximately 0845-0900 hours ,  W01 Thompson re tu rned  t o  t h e  
My Lai  (4) a rea .  MAJ Watke t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  "Shark" 
gunships had depar ted  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e  had rece ived permission 
f o r  t h e  aero-scout  team t o  commence reconnaissance i n  t h e  a r e a  
n o r t h  o f  Route 521. A f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  Thompson no- 
t i c e d  numerous wounded Vietnamese south of  t h e  hamlet and ob- 
se rved  t h e  woman k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  by t h e  3d Platoon south  o f  Route 
521. Thompson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
wounded wi th  smoke and contac ted  h i s  lower gunship t o  r eques t  
t h a t  t h e  ground e l e m n t s  provide  medical a i d  t o  t h e  wounded. 
(The lower gunship had t h e  only  r a d i o  wi th  which Thompson could 
communicate. H i s  t ransmiss ions  were t h e n  re layed by t h e  low 
gunship t o  t h e  h igh gunship which i n  t u r n  passed t h e  informat ion  



on t o  TF Barker elements  over  t h e  TF,command n e t ) .  While r e -
conno i t e r ing  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  wounded t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  hamlet ,  
h i s  c r e w  ch ie f  s p o t t e d  t h e  d i t c h  con ta in ing  t h e  bod ies  of V i e t -
namese k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  by  t h e  1st Platoon.  Seeing t h a t  some of 
t h e  Vietnamese w e r e  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  Thompson landed between t h e  
d i t c h  and t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  de fens ive  pe r imete r  a t  approximately 
0915-0930 hours.  While on t h e  ground, he  spoke t o  a f i r e  team 
l e a d e r  i n  t h e  1st Squad and t h e n  wi th  LT Cal ley .  Thompson 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t ' s  response t o  h i s  q u e s t i o n  about 
h e l p i n g  t h e  wounded was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  only  way h e  
could h e l p  them w a s  t o  k i l l  them. Thompson s t a t e s  t h a t  he 
thought  t h e  s e r g e a n t  was joking. (The subs tance  of  Thompson's 
conversa t ion  wi th  LT Ca l l ey  i s  unknown, inasmuch as  Thompson 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  LT Cal ley  a t  t h e  d i t c h  and LT Ca l l ey  e l e c t e d  t o  
remain s i l e n t  b e f o r e  t h i s  Inqui ry .  Severa l  members of t h e  1st 
Pla toon,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s e r g e a n t  w i t h  whom W 0 1  Thompson spoke, 
t e s t i f i e d  o r  made sworn s t a t ements  t h a t  LT Cal ley  and W 0 1  
Thompson d i d  t a l k  w i t h  each o t h e r  dhr ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  
d i t c h .  ) Thompson subsequent ly  took o f f ,  and h i s  c r e w  ch ie f  
observed a s e r g e a n t  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Thompson d i d  n o t  
p e r s o n a l l y  observe t h e  shoot ing .  

Following W01 Thompson's depar tu re ,  s e v e r a l  members of  t h e  
1st Squad of  t h e  1st Platoon w e r e  ordered t o  r e t u r n  t o  My Lai 
( 4 )  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  3d Platoon i n  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  hamlet.  

I n  t h e  subhamlet of Binh Tay, t h e  k i l l i n g  and rapes  of 
Vietnamese by t h e  .2d Pla toon were s topped when LT Brooks re-
ceived an o r d e r  from CPT Medina a t  approximately 0915-0930 
hours t e l l i n g  h im t o  "cease f i r e "  o r  " s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  " t o  
round up t h e  remaining i n h a b i t a n t s  and move them o u t  of t h e  
a r e a ,  and t o  b u m  t h e  houses.  (Whether t h i s  same o r d e r  was 
a l s o  rece ived by t h e  1st and 3d Pla toons  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  
inasmuch as  a d d i t i o n a l  k i l l i n g ,  invo lv ing  members o f  both  t h e  
1st and 3d P la toons ,  apparen t ly  d i d  occur  a f t e r  t h i s  t ime.  The 
b a s i s  f o r  CPT Medina's o r d e r  i s  even less c l e a r .  S ince  Medina 
and t h e  cormnand group w e r e  apparen t ly  moving i n s i d e  My Lai  ( 4 )  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  what Medina observed i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet  may have 
caused him t o  i s s u e  t h e  0915-0930 o r d e r .  I f  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  case ,  
however, it would appear  t h a t  t h e  same o r d e r  would a l s o  have 
been i s s u e d  t o  t h e  1st and 3d Platoons.  The evidence i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  k i l l i n g  by m e m b e r s  of  t h e  company, except  f o r  t h o s e  i n  
t h e  2d Pla toon,  cont inued u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1015 hours .-) Testimony 
conclus ive ly  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  fol lowing r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  o r d e r  from 
CPT Medina, t h e  remaining i n h a b i t a n t s  of Binh Tay ( c o n s i s t i n g  
of  about 50-60 people)  w e r e  rounded up by  t h e  2d Pla toon and 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  move o u t  o f  t h e  area .  They depar ted  t o  the south-
w e s t  w i thou t  f u r t h e r  harm b e i n g  done t o  them. 



6. 	 0945-1045 Hours: Continuing Actions Involving C Com-
pany and Aviation Elemnts  Around My Lai ( 4 )  - Return 
of 2d Platoon From Binh Tay 

Following WO1, Thompson ' s depar ture  from t h e  d i t c h  e a s t  
of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  s eve ra l  members of t h e  1st Platoon re turned t o  
t he  hamlet. t o  a s s i s t  t h e  3d Platoon i n  c l ea r ing  t h e  eas te rn  por- 
t ion .  They became intermingled with  members of t h e  3d Platoon 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  main north-south t r a i l  running through t h e  
cen te r  of t h e  hamlet (see  sketch 6-13). Various members of both 
platoons observed numerous dead Vietnam s e  along t h e  north-south 
t r a i l  ins ide '  t h e  hamlet and s e v e r a l  d r i f t e d  f a r  enough t o  t h e  
south t h a t  they observed t h e  group k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t he  r i c e  
paddies (see e x h i b i t  P-41). During t h e  time t h a t  the two e l e -  
ments were toge ther ,  add i t iona l  k i l l i n g s  a l so  took place.  I n  
one inc iden t ,  a group of  7-12 women and ch i ld ren  were herded 
together ,  and members of t h e  3d Platoon attempted t o  r i p  t h e  
blouse o f f  a Vietnamese g i r l .  They ha l t ed  t h e i r  attempts a f t e r  
observing t h a t  t h e  PI0 photographer was near t h e i r  locat ion and 
had taken a p i c t u r e  of t h e  scene ( see  e x h i b i t  P-40). The women 
and ch i ld ren  were then k i l l e d .  

A t  approximately 0930-0945, t h e  2d Platoon departed Binh 
Tay and headed southeast  toward t h e  nor theastern  corner of My 
Lai (4 )  ( s ee  sketch 6 - 1 4 ) .  A s  they approached My Lai ( 4 )  some 
of t h e  members of t h e  platoon re-entered t h e  nor thern edge of 
the  hamlet. Other elements of t h e  platoon apparently moved 
f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  toward a point  where they were eventually 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a p a r t  o f  t h e  company's defensive perimeter.  The 
platoon a r r ived  i n  t h e  area  a t  approximately 0945-1000 hours. 

Following t h e  d i t c h  inc iden t  wi th  t h e  1st Platoon, W01 
Thompson had re turned t o  t h e  area  south of My Lai  ( 4 )  where he 
had e a r l i e r  marked t h e  pos i t ions  of wounded Vietnamese. He 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  contacted h i s  low gunship t o  request  t h a t  
ground elements b e  s e n t  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  wounded, H i s  i n t e n t  was 
evidently misunderstood by t h e  gunships, f o r  a t  approximately 
0945 hours t h e  high gunship contacted LTC Barker and i d e n t i f i e d  
the  wounded/killed t o  t h e  south of  My Lai ( 4 )  as "8-9 'd inks ' .  .. 
with web gear  and everything." The gunship a l so  suggested t h a t  
ground elements pick up t h e  web gear and equipment from t h e  
bodies. (The p robab i l i t y  t h a t  Thompson's message was e i t h e r  
garbled o r  misunderstood by t h e  gunships i s  f u r t h e r  subs t an t i a t -  
ed by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  dur ing t h e  events- which folluwed t h e r e  i s  no 
evidence t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  wounded o r  k i l l e d  VC (or  any 
enemy equipment) were discovered by t h e  C Company command e l e -  
ment. ) 

After  d i r e c t i n g  CPT Medina t o  recover t h e  equipment from 
the  bodies being marked by Thompson, LTC Barker proceeded t o  
t he  B Company a rea  where he landed t o  pick up t h r e e  so ld i e r s  
wounded by a boobytrap. He had h i s  command and con t ro l  hel -  



, i cop te r  then drop him o f f  a t  LZ Dot t ie  a t  approximately 0950 
hours, while t h e  B Company wounded were flown t o  a  medical 
f a c i l i t y  a t  Chu Lai  

The C Company command group had ex i ted  t h e  southern edge 
of My Lai ( 4 )  a t  approximately 0930-0945 hours ( see  sketch 
6-15). They moved f a r t h e r  south a f t e r  CPT Medina received LTC 
Barker ' s  c a l l  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  VC bodies and weapons were being 
marked by smoke i n  t h a t  area.  CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
decided t o  check t h e  a rea  o u t  himself s ince  t h e  pla toons  were 
engaged elsewhere. He s t a t e d  t h a t  en route t o u t h e  smoke markers. 
he  observed t h r e e  dead Vietnamese, cons i s t ing  of a  man, a  woman, 
and a a h i l d  (see sketch 6-15). Both he and LT (now M r .  ) ~ l a u x ,  
h i s  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer (FO), t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  appear- 
- a c e  of t h e  bodies ind ica ted  they had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
o r  gunships. LT Alaux a l so  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  as they were approach-
i n g  t h e  smoke, he  be l i eves  someone i n  t he  command group f i r e d  
a t  and h i t  a f l e e i n g  Vietnamese who was subsequently determined 
t o  be  a  woman. (The d e t a i l s  surrounding CPT Medina's subse-
quent k i l l i n g  of t h e  woman a re ,  of  course, a  matter  of cur ren t  
criminal  i nves t iga t ion .  CPT Medina admitted shooting t h e  woman. 
The t r u t h  concerning t h e  circumstances which caused him t o  shoot 
he r  i s  ou ts ide  t h e  scope of t h i s  Inqui ry) .  Following t h e  shoot- 
i ng  of t h e  woman, CPT Medina and the  command group searched t h e  
surrounding area  f o r  a  s h o r t  while,  and then headed back toward 
My Lai ( 4 )  . 

LT LaCross, 3d Platoon Leader, reached t h e  nor thern edge 

of t h e  hamlet and t r i e d  unsuccessfully t o  contact  CPT Medina 

by radio.  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he wanted Medina t o  pass  on t o  

LT Brooks t h a t  he  (LaCross) had spo t ted  15-20 Vietnamese males 

running i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Binh Tay. LT LaCross' platoon medic 

t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  LaCross had t r i e d ,  unsuccessfully,  t o  contact  

Medina i n  an e f f o r t  t o  f i nd  ou t  t h e  reason f o r  a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g .  

In any event ,  LaCross decided t o  move south. t o  personal ly  con-

t a c t  Medina who was then approaching t h e  southern'edge of t h e  

hamlet from t h e  southwest. LaCross went south on t h e  main 

north-south t r a i l  as he  t r ave l ed  t o  meet Medina. 


Af te r  t h e  command group returned t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ( see  sketch 
6-16), CPT Medina spoke t o  LT LaCross f o r  a few minutes and 
then d i r ec t ed  him t o  re turn  t o  t h e  northern p a r t  of t h e  hamlet 
t o  complete t h e  sweep through t h e  ea s t e rn  edge of t he  hamlet . '  
Evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  during t h e  time frame i n  which Medina 
spoke t o  LaCross, various members of t h e  command group s t rayed  
from Medina's loca t ion  and were involved i n  random k i l l i n g  of 
wounded Vietnamese loca ted  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
formed by t h e  north-south t r a i l  and t h e  east-west t r a i l  a t  t h e  
southern edge. of t h e  hamlet. After  LaCross l e f t ,  Medina pro- 
ceeded f a r t h e r  e a s t ,  along t h e  east-west t r a i l ,  and observed t h e  
bodies of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  located t o  t h e  south i n  t h e  r i c e  pad- 
d ies .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he observed 20-24 bodies. H e  d i d  not  



examine t h e  bodies  t o  a c t u a l l y  determine t h e  cause o f  death ,  b u t  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  cons idered  them "innocent  c i v i l i a n s . "  There 
i s  evidence t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  t ime h e  observed t h e  bodies ,  a 
member of h i s  comand group a l s o  s h o t  and k i l l e d  a  smal l  c h i l d  
who was s t and ing ,  c ry ing ,  i n  t h e  midst  o f  t h e  group of bod- 
i e s .  ' 

Following t h e  i n c i d e n t  invo lv ing  CPT Medina's shoo t ing  of  t h e  
woman, W01 Thompson continued t o  r econno i t e r  t h e  a5ea e a s t  of  My 
Lai ( 4 ) .  While s o  engaged, Thompson's crew ch ie f  s p o t t e d  a  bun- 
k e r  occupied by Vietnamese c h i l d r e n  (see sketch  6-17). Thompson 
observed US t r o o p s  approaching t h e  a rea  and landed nea r  t h e  bun- 
ker .  SP4 (now M r . )  Colburn, Thompson's door gunner, t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  Thompson t o l d  h i s  crew t h a t  i f  t h e  American t roops  f i r e d  
on t h e  Vietnamese, w h i l e  h e  (Thompson) was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them 
ou t  of  t h e  bunker,  t h e  crew was t o  f i r e  back a t  them. Thompson 
then got  o u t  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  Thompson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  spoke 
with a l i e u t e n a n t  and t o l d  him t h e r e  w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h e  bunker,  and asked i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  would h e l p  g e t  them 
out .  According t o  Thompson, "he [ t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ]  s a i d  t h e  only 
way t o  g e t  them o u t  was wi th  a  hand grenade." Thompson tes t i -
f i e d  h e  t h e n  t o l d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t o  " j u s t  hold  your  men r i g h t  
where t h e y  a r e ,  and I ' 11 g e t  t h e  k i d s  out .  " ( In  June 1969, 
Thompson i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  from a personnel  l i n e u p ,  as  
having been LT Calley.  While t h e  evidence i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Thompson 
had spoken t o  LT Cal ley  e a r l i e r  a t  t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e r e  i s  evidence 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it was probably t h e  2d Platoon l e a d e r ,  LT Brooks, 
who t a l k e d  w i t h  Thompson a t  t h e  bunker . )  Thompson then  walked 
over  t o  t h e  bunker,  motioned f o r  t h e  Vietnamese t o  come o u t ,  
and d iscovered  t h a t  t h e r e  were approximately 12-16 people con-
s i s t i n g  o f  one o r  two o l d  men, s e v e r a l  women, and c h i l d r e n .  
Thompson t h e n  went back t o  h i s  a i r c r a f t  and c a l l e d  t h e  low gun- 
s h i p  p i l o t ,  W01 (now CW2) M i l l i a n s .  H e  asked M i l l i a n s  t o  set  
down and a s s i s t  i n  t h e  evacuat ion .  W 0 1  M i l l i a n s  landed j u s t  
nor th  of t h e  bunker. H e  subsequently made two o r  t h r e e  t r i p s  
t o  evacuate  t h e  Vietnamese from t h e  bunker t o  a s a f e  a r e a  south-
west of  My La i  (4) along Route 521. 

W01 Thompson, W01 M i l l i a n s ,  and o t h e r  "War Lords" crew 
members who were a i r b o r n e  over  t h e  a rea  dur ing  t h i s  t ime,  test-
i f i e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  groups o f  bodies w e r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  
from t h e  a i r  - one group was loca ted  along Route 521, another  
i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  a f u r t h e r  one s o u t h  o f  t h e  hamlet ,  and another  
nor th  of  t h e -  hamlet.  

COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a f t e r  d e p a r t i n g  LZ D o t t i e  
( a t  approximately 1000 hours )  h e  re tu rned  t o  and overf lew t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  H e  depar ted  t h e  a r e a  
a t  approximately 10 30 hours .  

A f t e r  observing t h e  bod ies  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  

6 -15 



r i c e  paddies  t o  h i s  south ,  CPT Medina and t h e  command group 
probably moved e a s t  from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  north-south 
t r a i l  and east-west  t r a i l  ( s e e  ske tch  6-18).  A s  t h e y  were 
moving, CPT Medina rece ived a r e p o r t  t h a t  a member of  t h e  1st 
Squad, 1st Pla toon,  had been wounded i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 
s o l d i e r ,  PFC (now M r . )  C a r t e r ,  s h o t  himself  through t h e  f o o t  
whi le  t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  h i s  .45 c a l i b e r  p i s t o l .  This  p i s t o l  
jammed whi le  b e i n g  used by a member of  CPT Medina's command 
group. Severa l  members of t h e  squad t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p i s t o l  
was used t o  f i n i s h  o f f  wounded Vietnamese, i n c l u d i n g  one 4-5 
y e a r  o l d  c h i l d .  

C a r t e r ' s  wound was i n i t i a l l y  t r e a t e d  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
where he had d ischarged t h e  weapon (see e x h i b i t s  P-6 and 7 ) .  
H e  was then  c a r r i e d  sou th  on t h e  north-south t r a i l  (see e x h i b i t  
P-9 ) and was h e l d  n e a r  ' t h e  north-south and east-west  t r a i l  i n -  
t e r s e c t i o n  u n t i l  a  medical evacuat ion  h e l i c o p t e r  could  b e  pro- 
vided ( see  e x h i b i t s  P-8, 1 0 ,  and 36. ) 

LTC B a r k e r ' s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  which had 
j u s t  r e tu rned  from t a k i n g  t h e  B Company wounded t o  Chu La i ,  
was d i spa tched  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  p ick  up C a r t e r  and r e t u r n  him 
t o  LZ Dot t i e .  LTC Barker remained a t  D o t t i e  d u r i n g  t h e  med- 
i c a l  evacuat ion.  

LTC Barker '  s h e l i c o p t e r  a r r i v e d  i n  -an a rea  j u s t  southwest 
o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  t h e  two t r a i l s  and C a r t e r  was brought  
o u t  i n t o  t h e  rice paddy f o r  pickup ( s e e  e x h i b i t s  P-11 and 1 2 ) .  
The c o p i l o t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he observed t h e  
group of  bodies  on t h e  north-south t r a i l ,  wh i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  
C a r t e r  t o  be  p u t  aboard. C a r t e r  was evacuated t o  LZ D o t t i e  
a t  1025 hours.  

Following C a r t e r ' s  medical  evacuat ion ,  t h e  command group 
remained i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  f o r  approxi-  
mately 15-20 minutes (see s k e t c h  6-19). Severa l  w i t n e s s e s  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod ,  a few remaining Vietnamese 
were rounded up and i n t e r r o g a t e d  by CPT Medina and t h e  a t t ached  
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ( M I )  team, whi le  most of  t h e  command 
group r e s t e d  ( s e e  e x h i b i t s  P-4, 3 ,  2 ,  and 1 3 ) .  There i s  some 
evidence t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  one o f  t h e  Vietnamese, an e l d e r l y  
male, may have been s h o t  and k i l l e d  by a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
subsequent t o  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

During t h i s  same pe r iod ,  t h e  a t t ached  PI0 and M I  teams 
reques ted  and rece ived  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a k e  them from My Lai  
( 4 )  t o  t h e  B Company a r e a  (see Exhibi t  P-17) . 

A t  approximately 1030-1045, CPT Medina rece ived  an o rde r  
from MAJ Calhoun, TF S3, t o  " s top  t h e  k i l l i n g "  o r  " s t o p  t h e  
shoo t ing . "  CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  assumed t h e  o r d e r  was 



generated by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  (W01 Thompson) having observed 
h i s  shoo t ing  of t h e  woman. MAJ Calhoun admits t h a t  he i s s u e d  
such an o r d e r ,  b u t  was n o t  c l e a r  as  t o  t h e  t iming  involved.  
H i s  tes t imony i s  a l s o  inconc lus ive  as  t o  whether t h e  o r d e r  
was based on an accumulation o f  i n d i c a t o r s  of  unnecessary k i l -  
l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by  TF eleroents o r  merely t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  
Medina/woman i n c i d e n t .  ) Following t h e  i s suance  o f  the o r d e r  
t o  a l l  o f  h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  CPT Medina and,  t h e  command 
group began t o  move t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  through t h e  hamlet ( s e e  
sketch  6-19). 1LT Alaux, who was w i t h  CPT Medina throughout 
t h e  opera t ion ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h i s  t ime he  observed 
17-18 bod ies  a long t h e  north-south t r a i l  i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet 
and had observed a t o t a l  o f  60-70 throughout  t h e  a r e a ,  ex-
cluding t h o s e  probably k i l l e d  i n  bunkers.  

7. 	 1045-1330 Hours : Actions Involving C Company and 
Avia t ion  Elements East  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  

W01 Thompson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  fo l lowing t h e  evacuat ion  o f  
t h e  Vietnamese from t h e  bunker,  h e  again  f lew over  t h e ,  d i t c h  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  hamlet .  Observing t h a t  some o f  t h e  Vietnam- 
ese  i n  t h e  d i t c h  were s t i l l  a l i v e ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he landed 
h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  approximately t h e  same a r e a  as on h i s  f i r s t  
t r i p .  According t o  Thompson and h i s  door gunner, t h e  door 
gunner and c r e w  c h i e f  went down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  and found a 
small  boy who was s l i g h t l y  wounded. The door gunner and 
crew ch ie f  t o l d  Thompson t h a t  o t h e r s  were s t i l l  a l i v e  i n  t h e  
d i t c h  a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e  OH-23 had room f o r  only one 
person ( t h e  boy was h e l d  on t h e  crew c h i e f ' s  l a p )  t h e  boy 
was evacuated t o  t h e  Vietnamese h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang Ngai. Fol-
lowing t h i s ,  Thompson and h i s  crew re tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  where 
Thompson con tac ted  h i s  company commander, MAJ  Watke, and 
rendered what ' i s  now r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  "Thompson Report"  
(see chap l o ) ,  

A f t e r  r each ing  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  My La i  (41 ,  CPT Medina 
stopped, ordered  a  lunch break,  and c a l l e d  a  meeting wi th  h i s  
platoon l e a d e r s .  M A J  Calhoun a r r i v e d  over  t h e  a r e a  i n  LTC 
Barker 's h e l i c o p t e r  a t  approximately 1145. During t h e  t ime 
t h a t  h e  was over  t h e  a r e a ,  h e  rece ived from LTC Barker and 
re layed t o  CPT Medina an o r d e r  t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  was no 
unnecessary k i l l i n g b u r n i n g  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Barker ' s  
order  was apparen t ly  i s s u e d  i n  response t o  informat ion  which 
he had rece ived  from M A J  Watke concerning t h e  "Thompson 
Report ". 

A t  approximately 1245 hours ,  WO1 'Thompson re tu rned  t o  
t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ,  and whi le  i n  t h e  p rocess  of conducting 
low-level reconnaissance  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  s t r u c k  
some t r e e  l imbs,  s u f f e r e d  minor damage t o  i t s  main r o t o r  
blade,  and h e  had t o  l and  n e a r  C Company p o s i t i o n s .  An e l e -  
ment from t h e  company secured  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  a s h o r t  whi le  



u n t i l  t h e  r o t o r  b lade  was checked and Thompson depar ted  f o r  
LZ D o t t i e .  

COL Henderson re tu rned  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  a t  ap-
proximately 1330 hours .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  overf lew t h e  
a rea  a t  l e a s t  twice  dur ing  t h e  af ternoon.  LTC (now COL) 
Luper, who had flown w i t h  COL Henderson dur ing  t h e  morning 
hours ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  morning he  had observed ap- 
proximately 15-20 bod ies  sou th  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  SGT (now M r . )  
Adcock, COL Henderson's r a d i o  opera to r ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
dur ing  t h e i r  o v e r f l i g h t s  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  morning 
hours ,  he  had a l s o  observed 35-40 bodies  from t h e  a i r .  

8. 	 1330 Hours: Summary o f  Resu l t s  of C Company Act ions  
I n  and Around My Lai  ( 4 )  

Based e x c l u s i v e l y  on t h e  test imony of  US personnel  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o r  observed t h e  a c t i o n s  i n  and around My La i  
( 4 )  on 16 March, it i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  by t h e  time C Company was 

prepared  t o  depar t  t h e  a r e a ,  i t s  members had k i l l e d  no less 
than 175-200 Vietnamese men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  The com-
pany s u f f e r e d  only  t h e  one c a s u a l t y  p rev ious ly  d i scussed .  From 
among t h e  group of Vietnamese k i l l e d ,  t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  
only t h r e e  o r  f o u r  confirmed VC. There were q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  
s e v e r a l  unarmed VC (men and women) among t h e  group and many 
more who were a c t i v e  and p a s s i v e  suppor te r s  of and sympathizers  
w i t h  t h e  VC f o r c e s .  Three enemy weapons, and a l l e g e d l y  s e v e r a l  
sets of  web g e a r  and grenades w e r e  a l s o  captured .  There i s  no 
s u b s t a n t i v e  evidence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  company rece ived any 
enemy f i r e  o r  any o t h e r  form o f  r e s i s t a n c e  dur ing  i t s  movement 
through t h e  a rea .  

The Vietnamese c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  c i t e d  above a r e  based on 
t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  ( inc lud ing  t h e  sub- 
hamlet  o f  Binh Tay) wherein c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  k i l l i n g s  of 
Vietnamese ( i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups)  w e r e  t e s t i f i e d  t o  and 
corrobora ted  by US w i t n e s s e s  who were on t h e  scene.  ' It i s  con-
s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  conse rva t ive  as  many of t h e  Viet-  
namese k i l l e d  i n s i d e  bunkers and houses were no t  observed by 
t h e  wi tnesses .  The f i g u r e s  do n o t  inc lude  a d d i t i o n a l  k i l l i n g s  
which may have taken p l a c e  as  C Company passed through t h e  
s e v e r a l  subhamlets e a s t  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  en  rou te  t o  t h e i r  n i g h t  
de fens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  nor  do t h e y  inc lude  a d d i t i o n a l  k i l l i n g s  
which d i d  t a k e  p l a c e  l a t e  on t h e  af ternoon of  16 March, a f t e r  
C Company had reached t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  

I n  a s e p a r a t e  s t u d y  ( s e e  e x h i b i t  M-124) t h e  Criminal  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Divis ion  ( C I D )  agency e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  347 Vie t -  
namese r e s i d e n t s  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  were k i l l e d  on 16 March. This  
f i g u r e ,  which i s  based on a  popula t ion  census of  My Lai  ( 4 )  
(i.e. b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n )  does not  inc lude  



Vietnamese who l i v e d  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  subhamlets around My Lai 
( 4 )  (such as  Binh Tay) nor  does it i n c l u d e  t h o s e  who may have 

come t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  from surrounding subhamlets on t h e  morning 

of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  


Addi t iona l  k i l l i n g s  which apparent ly  occurred  i n  t h e  B 
Company a r e a  a r e  no t  included i n  t h e  175-200 f i g u r e  c i t e d  above 
nor i n  t h e  C I D  agency's  e s t i m a t e .  

9. 	 1330-1530 Hours: Movement o f  C Company From My Lai  ( 4 )  
t o  Night Defensive P o s i t i o n  

A t  approximately 1330 hours ,  C Company depar ted  My Lai  ( 4 )  
and moved n o r t h e a s t  toward t h e  l ink-up p o s i t i o n  w i t h  B Company. 
C Company apparen t ly  brought  no d e t a i n e e s  from t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  
area.  En r o u t e ,  however, t h e  2d Platoon which was moving on 
t h e  nor the rn  f l a n k  o f  t h e  company passed through t h e  subhamlet 
of My Lai  (5) (Binh Dong) and rounded up approximately 50-75 
v i l l a g e r s .  E igh t  t o  10 m i l i t a r y  aged males were s e p a r a t e d  from 
t h e  group and were taken w i t h  t h e  company t o  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n .  The remainder o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  were t o l d  by CPT 
Medina's i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  move o u t  o f  t h e  a rea  and head southwest  
toward Quang Ngai C i ty .  

There was some test imony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  
k i l l i n g  and burning of houses occurred  as C Company elements 

. passed through subhamlets e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The preponderance 
of t h e  test imony,  however, does n o t  support  t h i s  con ten t ion .  

10. 1530-1700 Hours : The Night Defensive P o s i t i o n  

A f t e r  r each ing  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  and l i n k i n g  
up with B Company, t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  who had been brought  i n t o  t h e  
area  by both  C Company and B Company were i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  
Vietnamese Nat ional  Po l i ce .  The p o l i c e  had been brought i n t o  
t h e  a rea  v i a  h e l i c o p t e r  by  t h e  S 2 .  The S2 a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  During t h e  course  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
one of t h e  s u s p e c t s  was t o r t u r e d  and maimed. H e  was subse-
quen t ly  s h o t  and k i l l e d  a long w i t h  s e v e r a l  (1-7) a d d i t i o n a l  
suspec t s .  Both t h e  t o r t u r e  and t h e  k i l l i n g s  were wi tnessed  by 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of C Company s o l d i e r s  and o f f i c e r s .  
(This  ma t t e r  i s  a l s o  c u r r e n t l y  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  C I D . )  

A t  1555 hours ,  CPT Medina n o t i f i e d  t h e  TF headquar ters  

t h a t  approximately 10-11 women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  

( e a r l i e r )  by gunships o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  w e r e  no t  incQuded i n  

h i s  previous  r e p o r t  of  enemy k i l l e d .  


B. 	 OPERATIONS ON 1 7  MARCH 

C company depar ted  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  e a r l y  on 



t h e  morning o f  17 March and moved toward t h e  south  (see sketch  
6-20) . A s  t h e  l e a d  elements of  t h e  company pas sed t o  t h e  e a s t  
of H i l l  85 ,  t h e  1st Pla toon,  which was- on t h e  r i g h t  (western)  
f l a n k  of t h e  company, was -ordered t o  e s t a b l i s h  an obse rva t ion  
p o s t  on t h e  high ground. CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h e  obse rva t ion  
pos t  was s e t  up t o  d e t e c t  any e f f o r t s  by  t h e  VC t o  f l ank  o r  
s t r i k e  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  company. I n  t h e  p rocess  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t h e  o u t p o s t ,  t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  p o i n t  man detonated  and was 
s e v e r e l y  wounded by an enemy mine o r  boobytrap. Hec was evacuated 
by h e l i c o p t e r  a t  1 0 0 0  hours .  The p la toon then  r e j o i n e d  t h e  
company, 

A s  C Company moved sou th  through t h e  subhamlets of My Khe 
( 3 ) , (1), and ( 2 )  it .burned t h e  houses i n  t h o s e  a reas .  CPT 

Medina t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  subhamlets w e r e  d e s e r t e d  and t h a t  he 
had rece ived permission t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  houses.  A s  My Khe (2)  
was be ing  burned, members o f  t h e  1st Platoon d e t e c t e d  and ap- 
prehended f o u r  s u s p e c t s  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  males, and one fe -
male who was brought  t o  CPT Pledina's l o c a t i o n  wi th  h e r  b louse  
o f f .  

During i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s ,  CPT Medina t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  two o f  t h e  males w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as  VC and t h e  female as  
a  VC nurse .  He admit ted h i t t i n g  one of t h e  male suspec t s  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  h a r d  t o  cause p ro fuse  b l e e d i n g  from a s k i n  l a c e r a -  
t i o n .  H e  a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n q  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  SGT Phu ( h i s  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r )  h e  decided 
t o  make t h e  s u s p e c t  " t a l k . "  CPT Plledina placed t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
a g a i n s t  a  t r e e  and t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he  p e r s o n a l l y  
induced t h e  s u s p e c t  t o  " t a l k "  by f i r i n g  an M-16 round i n t o  t h e  
t r e e  approximately 8 i n c h e s  over  t h e  man's head (from a d i s t a n c e  
of  10-15 meters). F a i l i n g  a  response from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  CPT 
Medina f i r e d  a  second round from t h e  same d i s t a n c e  t o  a  p o i n t  
4-5 i n c h e s  over  t h e  man's head. A f t e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t o  t h e  ind iv -  
i d u a l  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  round would h i t  " r i g h t  between t h e  eyes , "  
CPT Medina t h e n  moved away t o  f i r e  a t h i r d  round. Medina test-
i f i e d  t h e  man t a l k e d  b e f o r e  t h e  t h i r d  round was f i r e d  and t h a t  
h e  admit ted be ing  a "card  c a r r y i n g  member i n  t h e  Communist 
Pa r ty  f o r  1 3  y e a r s .  " CPT Medina' s r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i r i n g  over  
t h e  man's head i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by t h e  test imony 
of  many o t h e r  C Company wi tnesses .  The test imony of  s e v e r a l  
wi tnesses  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  female s u s p e c t  may have been 
m i s t r e a t e d  dur ing  t h i s  same per iod .  The suspects  were subse- 
quen t ly  evacuated from t h e  a r e a  by h e l i c o p t e r .  A readout  of  
o f f i c i a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  concerning t h e  four  suspec t s  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  two of t h e  males and t h e  female were subsequent ly  
c l a s s i f i e d  as  c i v i l  defendants .  The remaining male was c l a s s i -
f i e d  a s  a VC. 

Following i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s ,  C Company 
tu rned  back t o  t h e  n o r t h  toward t h e i r  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
a r r i v i n g  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  by l a t e  evening. 
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Chapter 7 

COMPANY B, 4TH BATTALION, 3D INFANTRY: 
ACTIONS ON 16- 19 MARCH 1968 

A. INTRODUCTION 

I n  t h e  course  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Task Force (TF) 
Barker ' s  opera t ions  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16-19 March 1968, 
evidence was rece ived  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  commission of  war 
crimes and v i o l a t i o n s  of r e g u l a t i o n s  by members of B Com-
pany, 4th B a t t a l i o n ,  3d "Infantry (B /4 -3  I n f )  and t h e  US 
and Vietnamese personnel  working w i t h  t h e  company. Although 
t h e r e  a r e  no i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  any of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  were 
e i t h e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by h i g h e r  headquar te r s ,  
an a t tempt  has been made by t h i s  Inqui ry  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  
most complete p i c t u r e  of t h e  Son My opera t ion  p o s s i b l e  under 
t h e  circumstances.  

I n  t h e  g r a v e s t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  a number of  Vietnamese 
sources a l l e g e d  t h a t  on 16 March 1968 approximately 80-90 
noncombatants, i n c l u d i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ,  w e r e  k i l l e d  by 
US s o l d i e r s  i n  My Hoi subhamlet of Co Luy Hamlet, a c o a s t a l  
a rea  of Son My V i l l a g e  shown on US maps a s  "My Khe ( 4 )  ." 

This a l l e g a t i o n  was inc luded i n  a number of contemporary 
r e p o r t s  submit ted through Government of Vietnam (GVN) channels 
i n  March and A p r i l  1968, cop ies  of which were ob ta ined  by t h e  
Inqui ry  from GVN sources .  A Census Grievance cadreman sub- 
mi t ted  a r e p o r t ,  da ted  18 March 1968, which inc luded t h e  
s ta tement  t h a t  " a t  Co Luy Hamlet 80 people,  young and o l d ,  
were k i l l e d "  by US f o r c e s .  On 22 March 1968, t h e  V i l l a g e  
Chief of Son My wrote a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief 
concerning t h e  opera t ions  i n  h i s  v i l l a g e  on 16 March which 
s t a t e d  t h a t  90 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy Hamlet on 
t h a t  day. The D i s t r i c t  Chief passed t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  on t o  
the  Quang Ngai Province Chief i n  a le t ter  da ted  A p r i l  11, 
1968. -



More r e c e n t  s t a t ements  by a  Vietnamese woman, who claims 
t o  have been p r e s e n t  a t  My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968, and by 
t h e  Chief of Co Luy Hamlet (who has n o t  been i n  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  
be fo re  t h e  i n c i d e n t ) ,  a l s o  a l l e g e  t h a t  approximately 90 people 
w e r e  k i l l e d  t h e r e  on 16 March 1968. F i n a l l y ,  a  Nat ional  Liber- 
a t i o n  Fron t  Committee n o t i c e ,  da ted  28 March 1968, charged 
t h a t  92 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy Hamlet on 16 March 
1968. 

Considerable evidence has been developed t end ing  t o  show 
t h a t  elements  of B Company's 1st Pla toon d i d  i n  f a c t  k i l l  a  
number of Vietnamese women and c h i l d r e n  a t  My Khe ( 4 )  e a r l y  
on 16 March, b u t  it has n o t  been p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  e i t h e r  
t h e  f u l l  c ircumstances o r  t h e  number of v ic t ims of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  

Only 22 men of B Company's 1st Platoon appear t o  have 
wi tnessed  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  My'Khe ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  Of t h e s e  
men, two w e r e  l a t e r  k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n ,  e i g h t  have re fused  t o  
ansQer q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  who 
t e s t i f i e d  claimed t o  have l i t t l e  o r  no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  and obse rva t ions  on 16 March 1968. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

' 	 e n t i r e  c o a s t a l  a r e a  i n  which My Khe ( 4 )  i s  l o c a t e d  has  been 
v i r t u a l l y  l e v e l e d  i n  t h e  pe r iod  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  took p lace .  
The dwel l ings ,  t r a i l s ,  and much of t h e  f o l i a g e  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  i n  1968 have been o b l i t e r a t e d ,  and t h e  s u r v i v i n g  populace 
has moved o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  These and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  have pre- 
cluded a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of what occurred  a t  My Khe (4)  on t h e  
morning of 16 March i n  t h e  same d e t a i l  given i n  t h e  preceding 
chap te r  t o  t h e  even t s  i n  My Lai 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  even t s  of My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March, t h e r e  i s  
evidence t h a t  d e t a i n e e s  h e l d  by t h e  company on 19 March w e r e  
bea ten  and t o r t u r e d  by both  US and Army Republic of Vietnam 

' (ARVN) personnel .  On 17 March, t h e  company des t royed t h r e e  
subhamlets by burning.  T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  company's modus operandi  
changed, and on 18 March it assembled hundreds of  Vietnamese 
f o r  a TF-supported Medical C iv ic  Action Program (MEDCAP) . 

The purpose of t h i s  chap te r  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  such f a c t s  and 
evidence a s  have been developed b e a r i n g  upon B/4-3 I n f  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  opera t ion .  While t h i s  i s  
an expansion of informat ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  B Company p resen ted  i n  
Chapter 5 ,  t h e  f u l l  s t o r y  must awai t  t h e  complet ion of ongoing -
cr imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and any r e s u l t i n g  p rosecu t ions .  

B. OPERATIONS 16 MARCH 

1. 0800-0830 Hours: The Combat Assaul t  



The men of B Company w e r e  assembled a t  t h e  load ing  
area  a t  Landing Zone (LZ) Uptight  p r i o r  t o  0800'hours f o r  a 
planned combat a s s a u l t  a t  about 0900 hours .  I ssuance  of 
ammunition and f i n a l  checks of weapons and equipment w e r e  
completed, and CPT Michles reminded h i s  men t o  be alert  f o r  
the  mines and boobytraps they  could expect  t o  encounter  i n  
t h e  Son My a r e a .  

A f t e r  completing t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of C Company i n t o  
My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  0751 hours ,  t h e  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  proceeded 
immediately t o  LZ Upt ight  (see e x h i b i t  P-203) t o  p ick  up t h e  
f i r s t  lift of  B Company t roops .  LTC Barker had changed t h e  . 
opera t ion  p l a n  by advancing by one hour t h e  scheduled pickup 
time f o r  B Company. 

The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  of B Company's LZ sou th  
of My Lai (1) commenced a t  0808 hours ,  about  t h e  t ime t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  was d e p a r t i n g  LZ Upt ight .  Avoiding t h e  gun / t a rge t  
l i n e  from LZ Upt ight  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  LZ t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  f lew 
s o u t h e a s t  over  t h e  South China Sea t o  a  p o i n t  nea r  t h e  mouth 
of t h e  Song Tra Khuc ( s e e  e x h i b i t  P-205) b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  i n l a n d  
and then n o r t h  toward t h e  LZ l o c a t e d  j u s t  sou th  of Route 521 
near t h e  southwest  co rne r  of MY La i  (1) ( s e e  ske tch  7-1).  
As t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  approached t h e  LZ, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prepara-  
t i o n  d i d  n o t  t e rmina te  a s  planned,  wi th  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  w e r e  fo rced  t o  make a 360 degree go-around i n  
order  t o  de lay  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  LZ. When t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
ceased f i r i n g ,  LTC Barker marked t h e  LZ-wi th  v i o l e t  smoke 
and t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0815 hours ( s e e  e x h i b i t  
P-207). No r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  encountered a s  the t r o o p s  secured  
t h e  LZ and it remained "cold"  a s  t h e  second l i f t  touched down 
a t  0827 hours .  

2. 0830-0845 Hours: Deployment from t h e  Landing Zone 

Some members of B Company b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  
was rece ived  from t h e  w e s t  a s  t h e  company moved o u t  from t h e  
LZ, b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  mistook f o r  
h o s t i l e  f i r e  some occas iona l  rounds l and ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  which 
had been f i r e d  by C Company a s  it advanced i n  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n  
some 2,000 meters  t o  t h e  w e s t .  No s e r i o u s  r e s i s t a n c e  was 
encountered a s  t h e  company deployed from t h e  LZ. 

The 2d Pla toon,  l e d  by 1LT Roy B .  Cochran, had t h e  
mission of sea rch ing  t h e  subhamlet p roper  of My Lai  ( I ) , and 
it moved d i r e c t l y  nor th  ac ross  Route 521 toward i t s  o b j e c t i v e  
( see  ske tch  7-2).  To t h e  west ,  t h e  3d Platoon t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  Weapons Pla toon and company command group a l s o  moved 
nor th  t o  Route 521 where they  h a l t e d  temporar i ly  t o  s e c u r e  



t h e  area  along and j u s t  t o  the  nor th  of t h a t  t r a i l  ( s ee  sketch 
7-2). 

The 1st Platoon, under 1LT (now CPT) Thomas K .  
Willingham, had preceded the  2d Platoon north t o  Route 521 
and then moved e a s t  along t h a t  road toward the  cement br idge 
over the  Song My Khe ( a l s o  c a l l e d  Song Kinh Giang) which had 
t o  be crossed t o  reach i t s  ob jec t ive ,  My Khe ( 4 )  ( see  sketch 
7-2). The 1st Pla toon 's  mission was t o  search t h e  a r ea  
around My Khe ( 4 )  and t o  block any enemy attempt t o  escape 
t o  t he  e a s t  from the  My Lai (1)area.  For t he  remainder of 
1 6  March and u n t i l  t he  following morning, t h e  1st Platoon 
w a s  t o  be separated physical ly  from CPT Michles and t h e  r e s t  
of B Company, although they were i n  continuous contact  by 
radio .  ' 

3. 0845-0945 Hours: The Attempt t o  Enter  My Lai (1) 

Within 15 minutes of touchdown of t h e  second l i f t ,  
B Company experienced i t s  f i r s t  c a s u a l t i e s .  Af te r  leading 
the  2d Platoon across Route 521, LT Cochran was k i l l e d  by a 
land mine while at tempting t o  c ross  a hedgerow a t  t he  perimeter 
of My Lai (1) (see  sketch 7-3) . Four members of h i s  platoon 
were wounded by t h e  same explosion. A dus t  off  w a s  requested, 
and a l l  of the  company except t h e  1st Platoon held  i n  place  
u n t i l  t he  medical evacuation of dead and wounded was completed 
about 09 15 hours. 

A t  t h a t  time a second attempt t o  e n t e r  My Lai (1) 
began with t h e  platoon sergeant  commanding the  2d Platoon. 
When the  platoon had moved approximately 150 meters nor th  along 
the  perimeter of My Lai ( l ) ,a second mine was detonated a t  0930 
hours wounding th ree  more men of t he  2d Platoon." 

The TF commander, LTC Barker, was a i rborne over t he  
a rea  when B Company reported encountering the  second mine, 
and he n o t i f i e d  CPT Michles and the  TF t ac t i ca1 ,ope ra t ions  
cen te r  (TOC) t h a t  he would pick up the. add i t i ona l  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  h i s  command and cont ro l  he l i cop te r .  Landing i n  a f i e l d  
j u s t  west of My Lai (1) about 0940 hours, LTC Barker took 
t h e  t h ree  wounded men aboard and immediately departed f o r  
LZ Dot t ie  where he was dropped o f f  before the  command and 
cont ro l  he l i cop te r  took the  wounded t o  medical f a c i l i t i e s  
a t  Chu Lai. 

.. . 

Although he d id  not  meet wi th  CPT Michles while h i s  
he l i cop te r  was on the  ground, LTC Barker a t  t h i s  time appar- 
e n t l y  rescinded t h e  order  f o r  t he  planned search of My Lai 
(1) a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  a l ready suf fe red  by 



the 2d Platoon i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  hamlet. The 

remaining men of t he  2d Platoon were ordered by CPT Michles 

t o  withdraw from the  approaches t o  My Lai- (1) by r e t r a c i n g  

t h e i r  s teps .  B Company made no fur thef  at tempts t o  e n t e r  My 

~ a i(1) during the  operation 


4.  0845-0930 Hour-: 1st Platoon Movement t o  My Khe ( 4 )  

The 1st Platoon, -commanded by LT Willingha?, was 
provisio.nally organized i n t o  two r i f l e  squads and a po in t  team 
with a machinegun team at tached t g  each r i f l e  squad. The 
point  team was composed of four  s o l d i e r s  who had volunteered 
t o  a c t  a s  t he  p la toon ' s  permanent po in t  element and who were 
widely respected i n  t h e  platoon f o r  t h e i r  courage and t h e i r  
a b i l i t y  t o  l oca t e  mines and boobytraps. They a l s o  handled 
demolitions f o r  t he  platoon and had a PRC-25 rad io  f o r  
communication with t he  platoon leader .  The po in t  team l ed  
the order of march from t h e  LZ t o  Route 521 followed i n  
order by the  1st Squad, t h e  platoon leader  with h i s  radio/  
telephone operator  (RTO) and mortar forward observer (FO) , 
2d Squad, and t h e  medic and platoon sergeant .  

The movement from the  LZ t o  t h e  cement br idge 
leading t o  My Khe ( 4 )  was completed without s i g n i f i c a n t  , 
res i s tance  o r  c a s u a l t i e s .  While on t h e  t r a i l  south of My 
Lai ( l),a member of t he  po in t  team reported see ing  a dud 
grenade hur led i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of the  po in t  team ( see  sketch 
7-3).  The platoon took evasive  ac t ion  by f a l l i n g  t o  the  
ground and f i r i n g  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  from which t h e  grenade 
was bel ieved t o  have been thrown. Af te r  an unsuccessful 
search f o r  t he  .grenade, movement toward t h e  br idge continued 
a t  a slow pace. 

A t  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  0900 hours, t h e  po in t  team 
reached t h e  western approach t o  t he  br idge and LT Willingham 
transmit ted a request  t o  CPT Michles f o r  gunships t o  support 
h i s  p la toon ' s  crossing.  The gunships were rearming and not  
immediately ava i l ab l e ,  s o  LTC Barker advised t h e  company t o  
use i t s  mortar i n  p lace  of gunship f i r e  t o  support t he  br idge -.crossing. ~1 

The FO at tached from t h e  Weapons Platoon came forward 
t o  ad jus t  81mm mortar f i r e  i n t o  t he  a rea  across  t h e  Song My Khe 
near t he  ea s t e rn  approaches t o  t h e  bridge.  Four o r  f i v e  rounds 
were f i r e d  and t h e  mission terminated because a major i ty  of t he  
rounds were duds. Personnel on a Navy "Swift Boat" o f f  t h e  
coast  observed two of these  rounds impacting "on t h e  beach," 
which w a s  e a s t  of t h e  t a r g e t  area .  CPT Michles then in s t ruc t ed  



LT Willingham t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  ac ross  t h e  b r idge  wi th  a 
machinegun. 

The p la toon  deployed a long t h e  r i v e r  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
t h e  major i ty  of i t s  members could cover  t h e  f a r  bank of t h e  r i v e r .  
One machinegun was s e t  up nea r  t h e  t r a i l  l ead ing  on to  t h e  b r idge ,  
and t h e  a r e a  around t h e  f a r  end of t h e  b r idge  was taken under 
f i r e .  The p o i n t  team began c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge  a t  approximately 
09 15 hours.  . 

Members of t h e  1st Platoon heard t h e  exp los ions  of 
t h e  mines encountered by t h e  2d Platoon and word of t h e  c a s u a l t y  
r e p o r t s  w a s  a l s o  passed along. LT Cochran had formerly l e d  
t h e  1st Platoon and t h e  news of h i s  dea th  s t r o n g l y  a f f e c t e d  
some of t h e  men. 

There is  some c o n f l i c t i n g  testimony a s  t o  whether 
t h e  p la toon  rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  i n  
t h e  process  of c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge .  The p la toon  l e a d e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  h i s  p la toon  rece ived  heavy s n i p e r  f i r e  and was d r i v e n  
back i n  i t s  i n i t i a l  a t tempt  t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  The p la toon  
se rgean t  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a few rounds of  
s n i p e r  f i r e  w e r e  r ece ived  e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  dur ing  t h e  c r o s s i n g .  
The r i f l e  squad l e a d e r s  and o t h e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  scene r e c a l l e d  
no s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and t h e r e  i s  no record  of any r e p o r t  be ing made 
of t h i s  a l l e g e d  enemy c o n t a c t .  The procedures used i n  c r o s s i n g  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p repara to ry  f i r e s ,  appear  t a c t i c a l l y  
sound whether t h e  p la toon  rece ived  f i r e  o r  no t .  Members of t h e  
p la toon  were wary of t h e  a r e a ;  they  would be exposed t o  enemy 
f i r e  wi thout  a v a i l a b l e  cover  w h i h  on t h e  b r idge ;  and t h e  news 
of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  2d Pla toon added emphasis t o  
t h e i r  cau t ion .  

5. 	 0945 - 1500 Hours: B Company ( - )  Movement t o  Night 
Defensive P o s i t i o n  wi th  C Company 

I t  appears  t h a t  t h e  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  
2d Platoon be fo re  it had even reached i t s  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  had 
a demoral izing e f f e c t  n o t  only upon t h e  remainder of t h e  2d 
Pla toon b u t  a l s o  upon t h e  members of t h e  3d Pla toon,  Weapons 
Pla toon,  and command group, who were c l o s e  t o  t h e  scene  and 
observed both t h e  explos ions  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  c a s u a l t i e s .  
Whether f o r  morale reasons  o r  because t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  
mission t o  s e a r c h  My Lai  (1) l e f t  them wi th  no t a c t i c a l  objec- 
t i v e s ,  t h e s e  elements  of B Company had no f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  of 
any s i g n i f i c a n c e  be fo re  l i n k i n g  up wi th  C Company i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  

B Company ( - )  d i d  move s e v e r a l  hundred meters  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning where t h e  3d Pla toon searched t h e  



small hamlet  shown on US maps a s  My Lai  (6)  (see s k e t c h  7-3). 
The i n h a b i t a n t s  were c o l l e c t e d  and screened,  and s e v e r a l  were 
de ta ined,  b u t  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  a c t i o n s  of o t h e r  u n i t s  earlier 
t h a t  day, i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o f  i t s  own 1st Pla toon 1,000 m e t e r s  
t o  t h e  e a s t ,  B Company ( - )  n e i t h e r  harmed t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  nor  
burned t h e  dwel l ings  i n  My Lai  ( 6 ) .  L a t e r  i n  t h i s  chap te r  it 
w i l l  be noted t h a t  CPT Michles had i s s u e d  an o r d e r  t o  the  1st 
platoon t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  n o t  k i l l e d .  I t  
i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  even t s  prompting t h i s  o r d e r  a l s o  in f luenced  
the  conduct of t h e  sea rch  o f  My Lai  ( 6 ) , 

Between 1100 and 1200 hours ,  t h e  r e p c r t e r  and photo- 
grapher cover ing  t h e  opera t ion  f o r  t h e  Brigade P u b l i c  Informa- 
t i o n  Detachment a r r i v e d  b y - h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  C Company a rea .  
They s t ayed  wi th  B Company ( - )  u n t i l  midafternoon, t a k i n g  a 
number of photographs which tend t o  confirm t h e  complete 
c o n t r a s t  between t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of B Company a t  t h i s  t i m e  and 
the  a c t i o n s  recorded e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day by t h e  same photographer 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  (see e x h i b i t s  P-18 and 19) . 

Arr iv ing  wi th  t h e  r e p o r t e r  and photographer were 1LT 
(now CPT) Dennis H.  Johnson, from t h e  Br igade ' s  a t t a c h e d  M i l i -
t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Detachment, and h i s  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r .  They 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  some of t h e  de ta ined  i n h a b i t a n t s  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  LZ D o t t i e  a t  approximately 1700 hours .  They w e r e  joined a t  
1500 hours by t h e  TF S2 who a r r i v e d  wi th  f i v e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  and 
t h r e e  Nat ional  Policemen. The ARVN s o l d i e r s  and Na t iona l  Pol ice-  
men had been brought  t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  VC from among 
the  de ta ined  i n h a b i t a n t s  

A f t e r  remaining f o r  s e v e r a l  hours  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My 
Lai ( 6 )  , B Company (less t h e  1st Pla toon)  l i n k e d  up a t  about  
1500 hours w i t h  C Company which moved i n  from t h e  southwest  
a f t e r  completing i t s  sweep through My Lai  ( 4 )  and My Lai (5). 
The two u n i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a j o i n t  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  
The even t s  which took p l a c e  i n  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
a f t e r  t h e  l ink-up o f  t h e  two companies have been t r e a t e d  i n  
Chapter 6. 

6. 0930-1500 Hours: The 1st Platoon i n  My Khe ( 4 )  

The 1st Platoon c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  over  t h e  Song My 
Khe i n  s i n g l e  f i l e  and widely spaced t o  l i m i t  t h e  number of men 
exposed on t h e  b r i d g e  a t  one t i m e .  A l l  of t h e  men w e r e  ac ross  
t h e  b r idge  and t h e  p la toon  was moving o u t  t o  sea rch  t h e  My Khe 
( 4 )  a r e a  by about  0930 hours.  Two men ( l a t e r  joined by a t h i r d )  
were ordered  t o  remain a t  t h e  b r idge  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  
r e a r  and t o  p reven t  enemy movement ac ross  t h e  Song My he. ' :' 



There i s  some doubt a s  t o  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  
t r a i l s  l ead ing  from t h e  b r idge  and a s  t o  t h e  number and loca-  
t i o n  of t h e  dwel l ings  and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  My Khe ( 4 ) .  
A s  p rev ious ly  noted ,  l i t t l e  t r a c e  remains of t h e  t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e s  e x i s t i n g  i n  March 1968. On t h e  b a s i s  of a v a i l a b l e  
evidence,  i n c l u d i n g  contemporary maps, it appears  t h a t  a 
t r a i l  l e d  e a s t - n o r t h e a s t  from t h e  b r idge  f o r  about  200 m e t e r s  
b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  due sou th  p a r a l l e l  t o  and about  100 meters  
i n l a n d  from t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  (see ske tch  7-4) .  Between t h e  
north-south p o r t i o n  of t h i s  t r a i l  and t h e  South China Sea 
is  a n o t i c e a b l e  r i d g e  o r  rise which p reven t s  obse rva t ion  of  
t h e  beach and t h e  s e a  from t h e  t r a i l  and v i c e  v e r s a .  The 
15 t o  20 dwell ings i n  My Khe ( 4 )  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  
on both  s i d e s  of  t h e  t r a i l  and extended a long i t  f o r  about  
2n0 m e t e r s ,  beginning about 100 meters s o u t h  of  t h e  p o i n t  
a h e r e  t h e  t r a i l  curves  t o  t h e  sou th .  

The p o i n t  t e a m  w i t h  i t s  RTO l e d  t h e  p la toon  movement 
along t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  from t h e  b r idge ,  followed i n  o r d e r  by 
t h e  1st Squad (wi th  a t t a c h e d  machinegun team) , t h e  p la toon  
command group, and t h e  2d Squad. The p la toon  moved i n  s i n g l e  
f i l e ,  s t a y i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  t o  avoid boobytraps.  A t  about  0935 
hours,  t h e  p o i n t  team and 1st Squad had approached t o  w i t h i n  
about 75 meters  of My Khe ( 4 )  a t  which t i m e  they  opened f i r e  
on t h e  hamlet ( s e e  ske tch  7-4) . ' 

It has  n o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  whether t h e  l e a d  elements  
of t h e  p la toon opened f i r e  i n  accordance wi th  a previous  p l a n ,  
upon o r d e r s  from t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r ,  i n  response t o  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  
o r  spontaneously.  There i s  evidence t o  suppor t  each of t h e s e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I n  any case ,  an i n t e n s e  volume of  f i r e  from 
M-16 r i f l e s  and t h e  M-60 machinegun a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  1st Squad 
w a s  d i r e c t e d  i n t o  and around t h e  hamlet f o r  4 o r  5 minutes.  
During t h i s  pe r iod ,  a r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  aboard a Navy "Swift  Boat" 
j u s t  o f f s h o r e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of s m a l l  arms f i r e  
coming from t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  on t h e  beach." I n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  
hamlet ,  mostly women and c h i l d r e n ,  w e r e  c u t  down a s  they  r a n  
f o r  s h e l t e r  o r  at tempted t o  f l e e  over  t h e  r i d g e  of h i g h e r  
ground toward t h e  beach. A t  about 0940 hours,  LT Willingham 
gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  cease  f i r e ,  and t h e  p o i n t  team, t o g e t h e r  
wi th  a machinegun team, then  moved sou th  a long t h e  t r a i l  
i n t o  t h e  hamlet .  

A t  0955 hours ,  CPT Michles r e p o r t e d  t o  TF Barker  t h a t  
t h e  1st Pla toon had k i l l e d  12 VC w i t h  web equipment i n  My Khe 
( 4 ) .  There i s  no r e l i a b l e  evidence t o  suppor t  t h e  cla5m t h a t  
t h e  persons k i l l e d  were i n  f a c t  VC. 

LT Willingham's o r d e r  t o  cease  f i r e  p r i o r  t o  moving 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  may have r e s u l t e d  from i n s t r u c t i o n s  rece ived  



from CPT Michles.  A t  about t h i s  t i m e ,  CPT Michles d i r e c t e d  
LT Willingham t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  were no t  
k i l l e d .  This  o r d e r  may have o r i g i n a t e d  wi th  TF Barker ,  which 
was i s s u i n g  s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  C Company about t h i s  t i m e .  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand, s e v e r a l  R T O ' s  w i t h  B Company b e l i e v e  t h a t  
these  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given by CPT Michles e i t h e r  upon hear-  
ing  t h e  heavy volume of f i r e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  1st Pla-
toon, o r  i n  response t o  LT Willingham's r e p o r t  of k i l l i n g  1 2  
vC. A number of wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  CPT Michles continu-  
a l l y  s t r e s s e d  t o  h i s  company t h e  importance of safeguarding non- 
combatants and avoiding i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ,  and t h e  RTO 
with t h e  1st Pla toon t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r ' w a s  rece ived  
before t h e  p la toon  had even crossed  t h e  b r idge  i n t o  t h e  My Khe 
( 4 )  a rea .  

The 1st Pla toon s t a y e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of  My Khe 
( 4 )  u n t i l  about  1500 hours.  A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  
hamlet, t h e  p o i n t  team and t h e  1st Squad moved down t h e  t r a i l  
searching and then  burning t h e  houses and d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  bun- 
kers  o r  s h e l t e r s  which each family had cons t ruc ted  i n  o r  n e a r  
t h e i r  home. The 2d Squad remained t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  hamlet.  
The elements  o f  t h e  p la toon  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hamlet  k i l l e d  an 
undetermined number of  noncombatants i n  t h e  process  

The d e s t r u c t i o n  of  bunkers was accomplished by t h e  
, 	 poin t  team us ing  one o r  two pound TNT charges,  which would 

a t  l e a s t  c o l l a p s e  t h e  en t rances  t o  most s h e l t e r s  i f  they  d i d  
not des t roy  them e n t i r e l y .  Some wi tnesses  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  
members of t h e  p o i n t  team made no a t t empt  t o  determine i f  
s h e l t e r s  were occupied be fo re  throwing exp los ives  i n t o  t h e  
en t rances ,  and t h a t  i n  some cases  unarmed Vietnamese w e r e  s h o t  
down a s  they  e x i t e d  from t h e i r  s h e l t e r s .  

I t  is  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  only  10 men d i r e c t l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of  My Khe ( 4 ) ,  and of t h e s e  two 
a r e  dead and a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  have e i t h e r  r e fused  t o  t e s t i f y  
about t h e  even t  o r  d isc la imed any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e i r  obser- 
va t ions .  For t h i s  reason,  it has n o t  been p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t ab-  
l i s h  t h e  f a c t s  wi th  any degree of c e r t a i n t y .  However, both  
testimony and c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  evidence s t r o n g l y  sugges t  t h a t  a 
l a r g e  number of  noncombatants w e r e  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  sea rch  
of t h e  hamlet.  

I n  response t o  a r e q u e s t  by LT Willingham, a resupply  
h e l i c o p t e r  d e l i v e r e d  a c a s e  of  TNT and a d d i t i o n a l  ammunition 
t o  t h e  p la toon  some t i m e  be fo re  1200 hours .  A t  1025 hours ,  
LT Willingham r e p o r t e d  t o  CPT Michles t h a t  t h e  p la toon  had 
k i l l e d  18 more VC, and a t  1420 hours he  r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  8 VC, making a t o t a l  of  38 f o r  t h e  day. 



No c a s u a l t i e s  were s u f f e r e d  by t h e  p la toon ;  it made 
no r e q u e s t s  f o r  f i r e  suppor t  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge ;  and i t  
captured  no weapons. LT Willingham's RTO t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
accompanied LT Willingham i n  a  walk down t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  
through t h e  hamlet l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning, and he ( t h e  RTO) ob-
served t h e  bodies of about 20 dead Vietnamese -- a l l  women 
and c h i l d r e n . 

A Vietnamese woman, Nguyen Thi Bay, c l a ims  t o  have 
been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. 
Although she  is  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a c i v i l  defendant  by RVN auth-
o r i t i e s ,  Mrs. Bay's account of h e r  exper iences  on 16-17 March 
w a s  corrobora ted  i n  some r e s p e c t s  by members of t h e  1st Pla toon.  
According t o  M r s .  Bay, about 20 US s o l d i e r s  came i n t o  My 
Khe ( 4 )  between 0900-1000 hours on 16 March. There w e r e  no 
VC t roops  i n  t h e  hamlet and t h e  US s o l d i e r s  were n o t  f i r e d  upon, 
b u t  90 people p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  hamlet w e r e  k i l l e d ,  many be ing  
s h o t  a s  they  emerged from t h e i r  s h e l t e r s .  She was h i d i n g  i n  a  
bunker o r  s h e l t e r  wi th  two o t h e r  women and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  They 
w e r e  n o t  s h o t  when they  came o u t ,  b u t  M r s .  Bay claims t h a t  s h e  
was raped by two s o l d i e r s ,  one of whom a l s o  s t r u c k  h e r  and t h e  
o t h e r  woman w i t h  t h e  b u t t  of h i s  r i f l e .  About noontime, she  
was taken i n t o  a  hootch where s h e  was shown two s p e n t  c a r t r i d g e s  
t i e d  wi th  a rubber  band (perhaps an expended booby t r a p )  and was 
accused of be ing  a VC, which she  denied. L a t e r ,  s h e  was t aken  
away from t h e  hamlet  and made t o  spend t h e  n i g h t  i n  a  t l e l d  wi th  
t h e  s o l d i e r s .  The nex t  morning she  was t o l d  by t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o  
t a k e  them back t o  My Khe ( 4 )  . A f t e r  doing so ,  s h e  encountered 
ARVN s o l d i e r s  who had come ac ross  t h e  b r idge .  

Testimony from numerous members of t h e  1st Pla toon 
c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of M r s .  Bay's s t o r y .  A booby-
t r a p  c o n s i s t i n g  of a c a r t r i d g e  r igged  wi th  a f i r i n g  mechanism 
was d iscovered  dur ing  t h e  s e a r c h  of  My Khe ( 4 ) .  A woman cap-
t u r e d  by t h e  p o i n t  team w a s  used t o  l e a d  t h e  p la toon  t o  
i t s  n i g h t  ambush p o s i t i o n  a m i l e  n o r t h  of My Khe ( 4 ) .  The woman 
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  open wi th  t h e  p la toon  overnight  and t h e  fo l lowing 
morning l e d  them back down t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  a t  which 
t i m e  t h e  o t h e r  elements  of  B Company, accompanied by t h e  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ,  jo ined t h e  1st Platoon.  The woman was t h e n  tu rned  
over  t o  t h e  a t t a c h e d  ARVN s o l d i e r s .  -

he above f a c t s  concerning t h e  woman used a s  a  p o i n t  by 
t h e  1st Pla toon ( r e c a l l e d  by many wi tnesses )  t end  t o  co r robora te  
M r s .  Bay's story and lend credence t o  h e r  account of t h e  k i l l i n g  
of 90 noncombatants a t  My Khe ( 4 )  e a r l y  on 16 March. 

The Chief of  Co Luy Hamlet (of  which My Hoi o r  "My 
Khe ( 4 )  ," i s  a subhamlet) has  s t a t e d  t h a t  87 people w e r e  k i l l e d  



i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. Although he  was 
not  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  time and has  no t  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  
t h e  even t ,  he provided t h e  fo l lowing breakdown of  v ic t ims :  15 
VC s o l d i e r s ;  20 VC cadre ;  25 VC g u e r r i l l a  and supply personnel ;  13  
VC female cadre ;  and 1 4  c i v i l i a n s .  I t  should  be noted , t h a t  t h e  
hamlet c h i e f ' s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i s  based p r i m a r i l y  on 
Communist a f f i l i a t i o n  r a t h e r  than  s e x  o r  age. For example, t h e  
category of "VC female cadre"  inc luded mothers o f  VC s o l d i e r s .  

7. 	 1500-1800 Hours : Displacement t o  Night Defensive 

P o s i t i o n  


Sometime a f t e r  1500 hours t h e  p la toon  moved nor th  
approximately 2,000 meters from My Khe ( 4 )  and e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  
n igh t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  A Vietnamese female , t i ed  wi th  a rope ,  
probably M r s .  Bay, walked i n  f r o n t  of t h e  p la toon  a s  p o i n t  
( s e e  ske tch  7-5) .  I t  was assumed she would know i f  t h e  t r a i l s  
were mined and, i f  s o ,  l e a d  t h e  p la toon  s a f e l y  around them.. 

A f t e r  t h e  p la toon  a r r i v e d  a t  i t s  n i g h t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n  on 16 March, Navy "Swift  Boats"  caused s i x  sampans t o  
beach nea r  t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  p o s i t i o n .  These b o a t s  w e r e  manned 
by men and young boys. There were approximately 20 persons 
on board and they were de ta ined  u n t i l  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team 
a r r ived .  A f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  approximately f i v e  of t h e  de- 
t a i n e e s  were evacuated t o  Duc Pho f o r  f u r t h e r  sc reen ing .  The 
o the r s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d .  There were no s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  
r epor ted  dur ing  t h e  hours of darkness.  

C. 	 OPERATIONS 17 MARCH 

1. 	 0730-0930 Hours: Company Links Up 

By 0730 hours, .B Company had begun moving f o r  l ink-up 
with t h e  1st Pla toon j u s t  nor th  of My Khe ( 4 )  (see ske tch  7-6) . 
The o r d e r  of march from t h e  company n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
west of My La i  (1)was t h e  3d Pla toon,  company command group, 
Weapons Pla toon,  and 2d Pla toon.  An ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r  and 
s e v e r a l  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  who had been brought t o  t h e  f i e l d  by t h e  
TF S2, w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  and moving wi th  B Company. They moved 
south t o  Route 521 and followed it t o  t h e  e a s t .  Concurrent ly,  
the  1st Platoon was moving south  a long t h e  c o a s t .  The female 
apprehended i n  My Khe ( 4 )  was s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  custody and con-
t inued  t o  walk i n  f r o n t  of t h e  1st Pla toon a s  p o i n t . #  

During t h e  course  of  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Song My Khe, one 
man from t h e  1st Platoon was wounded a t  0810 hours from a 



boobytrap detonated  nea r  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of t h e  b r idge .  A f t e r  
h i s  evacuat ion  and a thorough check of t h e  b r idge  f o r  mines, 
t h e  3d Pla toon began c r o s s i n g  a t  approximately 0835 hours .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e  t h e  company rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of My Khe ( 4 ) .  This  f i r e  was suppressed by company elements  
suppor ted  by two h e l i c o p t e r  gunships t h a t  made s t r a f i n g  passes  
from n o r t h  t o  sou th  over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The s n i p e r  f i r e  caused 
no US c a s u a l t i e s  and no enemy c a s u a l t i e s  were r e p o r t e d  from 
t h e  ground and gunship f i r e s .  

2. 0900-1800 Hours: Company Searches Co Luy Hamlet 

A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Song My Khe, CPT Michles 
ass igned missions t o  each p la toon  ( s e e  ske tch  7-7) .  The 2d Pla- 
toon moved sou th  nea r  t h e  s e a c o a s t  whi le  t h e  1st Pla toon 
followed t h e  i n l a n d  t r a i l  through Co Lay ( I ) , Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  and 
Co Lay ( 3 ) .  

The 3d Pla toon secured  t h e  b r idge  ac ross  t h e  Song My 
Khe and s e n t  one squad n o r t h  approximately 1,000 meters t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a b locking p o s i t i o n  ac ross  t h e  pen insu la  (see ske tch  
7-7).  The Weapons Platoon p o s i t i o n e d  t h e  81mm mortar  a t  t h e  
b r idge  i n  t h e  3d Pla tooh a r e a  i n  o r d e r  t o  cover  t h e  movements 
of t h e  company. 

While t h e  company was between My Khe ( 4 ) and Co Lay (1), 
1LT (now M r . )  John E .  Mundy, t h e  company execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  
a r r i v e d  by h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  was accompanied by 2LT Michael L. 
Lewis, a newly ass igned o f f i c e r .  LT Lewis was ass igned  t o  t h e  
2d Platoon and joined h i s  p la toon on t h e  beach nor th  of Co Lay 
(1)where they h a l t e d  f o r  lunch. When t h e  company commenced 
moving a f t e r  lunch,  hootches i n  Co Lay (1)w e r e  des t royed by 
burning. 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  lunch,  members of t h e  2d Pla toon s i g h t e d  
two Vietnamese males. The Vietnamese began running and were 
engaged by smal l  arms f i r e .  One was apparent ly  h i t  and seen 
dropping t o  t h e  ground. The a r e a  was searched,  b u t  a  body was 
n o t  loca ted .  Never the less ,  t h i s  a c t i o n  was recorded i n  t h e  TF 
Barker Journa l  a t  1320 hours a s  "Co B-20 element engaged 2 VC 
Vic 742781, 1 VC KIA.", 

The subhamlets of Co Lay ( I ) , Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  and Co Lay 
(3 )  appeared t o  have been r e c e n t l y  vacated ,  and t h e  company d i d  
n o t  encounter  a s i z a b l e  number of  inhabi - tants .  These subhamlets 
were searched and most of  t h e  hootches des t royed by burning.  
Demolition of most bunkers and tunne l s  was accomplished by t h e  
1st P l a t o o n ' s  p o i n t  team. The two a t t a c h e d  eng inee r  demol i t ion  
s p e c i a l i s t s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  des t roy  only two bunkers . -  



The two pla toons  and command group r e t u r n e d  n o r t h  a long 
t h e  t r a i l  t o  an a r e a  nea r  Co Lay (1) and went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  n i g h t  (see ske tch  7-8).  The Weapons Pla toon d i s p i a c e d  from 
t h e  3d Pla toon a r e a  and c losed  i n t o  t h e  company p o s i t i o n .  

A l l  t h a t  day, t h e  3d Pla toon had secured  t h e  a r e a  nea r  
the  b r idge  and maintained a b locking p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  nor th .  
There was no a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  Members o f  t h e  p la toon  
d id  n o t  v i s i t  My Khe ( 4 ) .  Toward evening,  a s  t h e  pe r imete r  was 
be ing p u l l e d  i n ,  a female body wi th  a neck wound was d iscovered  
along t h e  r i d g e  nea r  t h e  sea .  She was bur ied  i n  a  shal low 
grave t h e  next  morning, 

D. OPERATIONS 18 MARCH 

1. 0730-1000 Hours: Company Deploys t o  Ky Xuyen (1) 

The primary company a c t i v i t y  on 18 March was sea rch ing  
t h e  upper peninsula .  Operat ions on t h i s  d a t e  e x h i b i t e d  a  s t a r k  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  previous  days ' a c t i v i t i e s .  Des t ruc t ion  was d i s -
continued;  burning and demol i t ion  d i d  n o t  occur ;  and t h e  e n t i r e  
a t t i t u d e  seemed t o  be benevolent .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  upper 
peninsula  were c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Ky Xuyen (1) and 
a MEDCAP team was d i spa tched  t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Movement n o r t h  from t h e  company n i g h t  de fens ive  pos i -  
t i o n  had begun by 0730 hours.  When t h e  company reached t h e  3d 
P la toon ' s  p o s i t i o n  n o r t h  of My Khe ( 4 )  , CPT Michles had t h e  
Weapons Platoon emplace i t s  mortar  t o  cover  elements  of t h e  
company moving toward Ky Xuyen (1). The 2d Pla toon remained 
t h e r e  t o  provide  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  Weapons Pla toon.  These p la -  
toons a r e  be l i eved  t o  have begun moving n o r t h  p r i o r  t o  0930 
hours.  -

The company r e p o r t e d  i t s  l o c a t i o n  a t  0955 hours a s  
Ky Xuyen (1). There w e r e  no engagements o r  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  
events  recorded dur ing  i t s  movement t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  (see ske tch  
7-91 . 

2. 1000-1700 Hours: Company Searches Upper Peninsula  

Two r i f l e  p la toons  continued a long t h e  shore  beyond 
An Ky. From t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  one of t h e  platoons.moved i n l a n d  
and t o g e t h e r  they  began s e a r c h i n g  t h e  a r e a  and d i r e c t i n g  i n -  
h a b i t a n t s  w e s t  toward Ky Xuyen (1). The company's o t h e r  r i f l e  
p la toon searched and c o l l e c t e d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  Ky Xuyen (2 )  
while  t h e  Weapons Pla toon joined and remained wi th  t h e  company 
command group. 



A t  1135 hours ,  TF Barker n o t i f i e d  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade t h a t  it was sending a MEDCAP team t o  B Company's 
l o c a t i o n .  The Task Force r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were approximately 
1,000 people i n  B Company's a r e a  and t h a t  t h e  people d i d  n o t  
appear  t o  be VC. '  

Medical t r ea tment  and sc reen ing  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  
VC s u s p e c t s  w e r e  performed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Ky Xuyen (1) t h a t  
a f ternoon.  The t h r e e  r i f l e  p la toons  s p e n t  t h e  day sea rch ing  
t h e  upper peninsula  and sending t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  t h e  Ky 
Xuyen (1) area .  There w e r e  no r e p o r t s  of f i n d i n g  enemy equip- 
ment and no c a s u a l t i e s .  Approximately seven Vietnamese w e r e  
de ta ined  overnight .  

. -

3 .  1700-2000 Hours: Night Defensive P o s i t i o n  Secured 

The n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  
hundred meters up t h e  shore  l i n e  from Ky Xuyen (1) ( s e e  s k e t c h  
7-10). Before dusk, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  observer  wi th  t h e  company 
f i r e d  i n  marking rounds. L a t e r  t h a t  evening,  t h e  Vietnamese 
brought  t o  t h e  company p o s i t i o n  a female who apparen t ly  had 
been wounded by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  adjustment .  A d u s t  o f f  was re -
ques ted  a t  1900 hours and completed a t  1925 hours .  

,E. OPERATIONS 19 MARCH 

1. 0130-0600 Hcdrs: Company P o s i t i o n  Attacked 

A t  0130 hours ,  60mm mortar  rounds began impacting 
w i t h i n  t h e  company per imeter .  Enemy personnel  manning t h e  mor-
t a r  were p o s i t i o n e d  from 300 t o  400 meters n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  
company p o s i t i o n  and succeeded i n  "walking" s i x  t o  t e n  rounds 
through t h e  p o s i t i o n .  A machinegunner from t h e  1st Pla toon was 
k i l l e d  when a mortar  round impacted i n  h i s  foxhole.  F ive  o t h e r  
men were wounded, one of whom d i e d  l a t e r .  A l l  b u t  one of t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s  were from t h e  1st Platoon.  

Personnel  on guard observed t h e  muzzle f l a s h e s  a t  t h e  
enemy mortar  p o s i t i o n .  The company opened f i r e  wi th  smal l  arms 
a l l  around t h e  per imeter .  Countermortar concen t ra t ions  were 
f i r e d  by t h e  company's 81mm mortar  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l o c a t e d  
a t  LZ Uptight .  There were some men who be l i eved  t h e  company 
p o s i t i o n  rece ived  smal l  arms f i r e  from t h e  nor th  i n  conjunct ion  
wi th  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k .  s : 

A d u s t  o f f  and an accompanying l i g h t .  f i r e  team were 
reques ted  by t h e  company a t  0143 hours ,  followed by a c a s u a l t y  
r e p o r t  a t  0146 h.ours. L a t e r ,  LT Willingham had one of  h i s  men 



i l l u m i n a t e  an open a r e a  a long t h e  beach wi th  t r i p  f l a r e s ,  which 
may have been f o r  t h e  purpose of  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  company 
p o s i t i o n ,  t o  t h e  dus t -of  f  p i l o t .  Evacuation o f  t h e  wounded was 
completed a t  0244 hours and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l i g h t  f i r e  team 
remained on s t a t i o n  over  t h e  company u n t i l  0300 hours.  
I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  " r e a l l y  d i g  i n "  w e r e  i s s u e d . i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  an expected major a t t a c k .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  depar tu re  of t h e  l i g h t  f i r e  team, an AC-47 
("Spooky") had been reques ted  through t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 
This a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  i n  th6  a r e a  a t  0325 hours and remained 
t h e r e  u n t i l  0600 hours.  Radio communication was e s t a b l i s h e d  
wi th  t h e  "Spooky" and t h e  company l o c a t i o n  was i d e n t i f i e d  t o  
t h e  crew by us ing  a f l a s h l i g h t .  The a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of 
t h e  company was i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  "hosed down" by t h e  miniguns 
of t h e  "Spooky". 

Two a d d i t i o n a l  mortar  rounds were rece ived  a t  0440 
hours.  There w e r e  no c a s u a l t i e s  o r  r e p o r t s  of  observing t h e  
muzzle f l a s h .  

2. 0630-1030 Hours: Search Operat ions 

A t  d a y l i g h t ,  a squad p a t r o l  from t h e  1st Pla toon began 
searching f o r  t h e  mortar  p o s i t i o n .  They were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  lo-  
c a t i n g  t h e  f i r i n g  s i t e  b u t  no th ing  more. During t h i s  sea rch ,  
two Vietnamese who had been h e l d  overnight  i n  t h e  company pos i -  
t i o n  walked p o i n t  f o r  t h e  p a t r o l .  The p a t r o l  l e a d e r ,  a c l o s e  
f r i e n d  of t h e  man k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k ,  began b e a t i n g  
one of t h e  Vietnamese wi th  h i s  weapon. H e  was p h y s i c a l l y  r e s -
t r a i n e d  by ano the r  member of t h e  squad. F a i l i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  
mortar and conc1udin.g t h a t  f u r t h e r  sea rch  would be u s e l e s s ,  t h e  
p a t r o l  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  company command p o s t .  

During t h e  morning, an American a s s i s t e d  by an ARVN 
i n t e r p r e t e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  d e t a i n e e s  h e l d  i n  t h e  company p o s i t i o n .  
A f i e l d  te lephone wi th  leads, a t t a c h e d  t o  va r ious  p a r t s  of t h e  
body t o  produce electric shocks was one technique  being employed 
t o  o b t a i n  informat ion .  Knife wounds were i n f l i c t e d  ac ross  t h e  
back of t h e  hand of one d e t a i n e e  who was then  taken t o  t h e  beach 
where s a l t  w a s  rubbed i n  t h e  f l e s h  wounds. These wounds w e r e  
probably i n f l i c t e d  by t h e  same American us ing  t h e  f i e l d  telephone.  
The d e t a i n e e s  were a l s o  be ing kicked and s e v e r e l y  beaten  by 
the  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r .  

One of t h e  d e t a i n e e s  promised t o  show t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
team a  tunne l  en t rance  l e a d i n g  t o  a  weapons cache. CPT Michles,  
t h e  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r  and t h r e e  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  and t h e  
1st Platoon followed t h e  d e t a i n e e s .  En r o u t e  t o  t h e  supposed 



tunne l  l o c a t i o n ,  one of t h e  d e t a i n e e s  broke and ran .  He was 
n o t  immediately f i r e d  upon and escaped (see e x h i b i t  P-215). 
T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  o t h e r  d e t a i n e e s  e i t h e r  dec la red  they  had no 
knowledge of a tunne l  en t rance  o r  r e fused  t o  l e a d  t h e i r  c a p t o r s  
t o  i t s  l o c a t i o n .  The platoor  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  company p o s i t i o n  
and then  prepared  f o r  e x t r a c t i o n  

3 .  1050-1340 Hours: Company Returns t o  Base Camp 

E x t r a c t i o n  of t h e  company began a t  1050 hours and was 
completed a t  1342 hours.  The 1st Pla toon was e x t r a c t e d  f i r s t  
and taken t o  LZ Upt ight ,  and t h e  remainder of t h e  company was 
taken t o  LZ Dot t i e .  B Company's r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 19 March 
concluded TF Barker ' s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a rea .  

During t h e  o p e f a t i o n ,  B Company r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  a  
t o t a l  of 39 VC, of  which a l l  b u t  one were r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  i n  
My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March. Although t h e  number k i l l e d  may be 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  than  r e p o r t e d ,  and t h e  t o t a l  c e r t a i n l y  
inc luded women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
Task Force and o t h e r  h i g h e r  headquar ters  e v e r  became aware of 
t h e  a c t u a l  r e s u l t s  of t h e  a t t a c k  on My Khe ( 4 ) .  I n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of 16 March, CPT Michles r epor ted  t o  TF Barker t h a t  t h e r e  
were no women and c h i l d r e n  among t h e  38 VC r e p o r t e d  a s  k i l l e d .  
Addi t iona l ly ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some of t h e  v ic t ims  were apparen t ly  
k i l l e d  i n  bunkers o r  s h e l t e r s  may have f u r t h e r  a s s i s t e d  i n  con- 
c e a l i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  number of persons k i l l e d  from both  t h e  men 
on t h e  ground and anyone f l y i n g  over  My Khe ( 4 ) .  I t  should 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  be noted t h a t  al though 39 VC K I A  were r e p o r t e d ,  
no weapons were r e p o r t e d  cap tu red ,  no c a s u a l t i e s  were s u f f e r e d ,  
and t h e r e  were no o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon was 
engaging an armed f o r c e .  These circumstances should have 
prompted i n q u i r i e s  from h i g h e r  headquar te r s ,  bu t  apparen t ly  
none was made. 

Although t h e r e  was some subsequent  t a l k  among t h e  men 
i n  B Company concerning t h e  people k i l l e d  by t h e  1st Platoon i n  
My Khe ( 4 ) ,  they  r e c a l l e d  no i n q u i r i e s  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  about 
B Company's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  
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Chapter  8 

SIGNIFICANT FACTORS WH ICH CONTRI BUTED 
THE SON M Y  TRAGEDY 

The purpose of t h i s  chap te r  i s  t o  provide  a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  
of some of t h e  major f a c t o r s  which appear t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  t o  have 
con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  t ragedy of Son My. 

A. GENERAL 

In  reviewing t h e  even t s  which l e d  up t o  t h e  Son My opera t ion  
of 16 March 1968 and t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  
a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime,  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and f a c t o r s  have been i n d e n t i -  
f i e d  as  having p o s s i b l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  t ragedy.  No s i n g l e  
f a c t o r  was, by i t s e l f ,  t h e  s o l e  cause of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Col-
l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  f a c t o r s  d i scussed  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w e r e  i n t e r -
dependent and somewhat r e l a t e d ,  and each in f luenced  t h e  a c t i o n  
which took p lace  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way. 

Undoubtedly, t h e r e  were f a c t s  and circumstances beyond 
those  d e a l t  wi th  i n  t h i s  chap te r  which could be s a i d  t o  have 
had a  major i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  event .  The d i s c u s s i o n  which f o l -  
lows i s  n o t  in tended t o  be exhaust ive ,  nor  a  d e f i n i t i v e  explana- 
t i o n  of why Son My happened. Such an e f f o r t  would be c l e a r l y  
beyond t h e  competence of t h i s  Inqui ry .  Considera t ion  of t h e  
fol lowing f a c t o r s  does ,  however, tend t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  d i f f e r -  
ences between t h e  Son My opera t ion  and numerous o t h e r  opera t ions  
conducted throughout South Vietnam over a  pe r iod  of y e a r s .  
I t  a l s o  p o i n t s  up t h e  p o t e n t i a l  dangers i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e s e  opera- 
t i o n s ,  which r e q u i r e  cons tan t  v i g i l a n c e  and scrupulous  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  of d i s c i p l i n e  and t h e  unique r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
of command. Considera t ion  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a l s o  may a s s i s t  i n  
understanding how t h e  i n c i d e n t  could have occurred.  

B. PLANS AND ORDERS 

There i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence t h a t  t h e  even t s  a t  Son My re-
s u l t e d  p r i m a r i l y  from t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  on 15 March 



t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s  of Task Force (TF) Barker.  Previous chap te r s  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t  have desc r ibed  t h e  con ten t  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o rde r s  is .  
sued by LTC Barker ,  CPT Medina, CPT Michles,  and t h e  va r ious  p la -  
toon l e a d e r s  and have i n d i c a t e d  t h e  c r u c i a l  e r r o r s  and omissions 
i n  t h o s e  o r d e r s .  The evidence i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a s  those  o r d e r s  
were i s s u e d  down through t h e  chain  of command t o  t h e  men of  C 
Company, and perhaps t o  B Company, they were embell ished and, 
e i t h e r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  were misd i rec ted  t o -  
ward end r e s u l t s  presumably n o t  foreseen dur ing  t h e  formative 
s t a g e  of  t h e  o r d e r s .  

The o r d e r s  d e r i v e d  from a p lan  conceived by LTC Barker and 
approved by s e v e r a l  of h i s  immediate s u p e r i o r s .  There i s  no 
evidence t h a t  t h e  p lan  inc luded e x p l i c i t  o r  i m p l i c i t  p rov i s ions  
f o r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants. I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  
t h e  p lan  was based on f a u l t y  assumptions concerning t h e  s t r e n g t h  
and d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  enemy and t h e  absence of noncombatants -
from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  There i s  a l s o  evidence t o  i n d i c a t e  
widespread confusion among t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men of TF Bgrker a s  
t o  t h e  purpose and l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  "search  and des t roy"  n a t u r e  
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  alth-ough t h e  purpose and o r i e n t a t i o n  of such 
opera t ions  were c l e a r l y  s p e l l e d  o u t  by MACV d i r e c t i v e s  i n  e f f e c t ,  
a t  t h a t  t ime. The f a u l t y  assumptions and poor ly  de f ined  objec-  
t i v e s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were not  explored  nor ques t ioned dur ing  \ 

such reviews of t h e  p lan  a s  were made by MG Koster ,  BG Lipscomb, 
and COL Henderson. LTC B a r k e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  and o r d e r  t o  f i r e  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  on p o r t i o n s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  without  p r i o r  
warning t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i s  ques t ionab le ,  bu t  was t e c h n i c a l l y  
permissable by t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h a t  t ime.  The imple- 
menting f e a t u r e s  of t h a t  d e c i s i o n  were inadequate i n  t e r m s  of 
reasonable  s t e p s  t h a t  could have been taken t o  minimize o r  avoid 
consequent Vietnamese c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion .  
The o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by LTC Barker t o  burn houses,  k i l l  l i v e s t o c k ,  
d e s t r o y  f o o d s t u f f s  (and p o s s i b l y  t o  c l o s e  t h e  w e l l s )  i n  t h e  Son 
My a r e a  were c l e a r l y  i l l e g a l .  They were repea ted  i n  subsequent  
b r i e f i n g s  by CPT Medina and p o s s i b l y  CPT Michles and i n  t h a t  
con tex t  were a l s o  i l l e g a l .  

While t h e  e v i d e n c e ' i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  LTC Barker nor  
h i s  subord ina tes  s p e c i f i c a l l y  ordered t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombat- 
a n t s ,  they  d i d  f a i l ,  e i t h e r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  
t o  make any c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between combatants and noncombat- 
a n t s  i n  t h e i r  o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Coupled wi th  ... o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
desc r ibed  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  o rde r s  tha t .  were i s s u e d  through 
t h e  TF Barker cha in  of coriunand conveyed an understanding t o  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of s o l d i e r s  i n  C Company t h a t  only t h e  
enemy remained i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  and t h a t  t h e  enemy was 
t o  be des  t royed . 



C .  ATTITUDES TOWARD THE VIETNAMESE 

TF Barker  had some-men who had been law v i o l a t o r s  and hood- 
lums i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  and who cont inued  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  
t r a i t s ,  where p o s s i b l e ,  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  Army. I t  appears  
from t h e  ev idence ,  however, t h a t  t h e  men w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  r ep re -  
s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  of  American youth as -
s igned  t o  most combat u n i t s  th roughout  t h e  Army. Like  t h e  men 
i n  t h o s e  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  t h e  men o f  TF Barker  brougHt wi th  them 
t h e  d i v e r s e  t r a i t s ,  p r e j u d i c e s ,  and a t t i t u d e s  t y p i c a l  of  t h e  
v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y - a n d  segments of s o c i e t y  from 
whence t h e y  came. 

There h a s  been tes t imony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a  "d ink"  o r  
" s lope"  complex may have e x i s t e d  among many of  t h e  men of  C 
Company. These t e r m s  w e r e  i n  f a c t  used f r e q u e n t l y  by C Company 
w i t n e s s e s  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Vietnamese i n  g e n e r a l .  For  some, t h e  
terms were a p p a r e n t l y  used i n  t h e  same c o n t e x t  i n  which "Kraut" ,  
" J a p I n  and "Gook" w e r e  used i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  enemy i n  p a s t  
wars .  For o t h e r s ,  i t s  use  e v i d e n t l y  sugges t ed  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  
( i n  t h e i r  view) of  t h e  Vietnamese t o  an i n f e r i o r  s t a t u s .  For 
s t i l l  o t h e r s ,  t h e  use  of  t h e s e  t e r m s  appea r s  t o  have been s imply 
a c a s e  o f  going a long  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  u s ing  t h e  terms used by 
most of t h e  o t h e r  men, t o  d e s c r i b e  Vietnamese (whether f r i e n d l y  
o r  enemy). The a v a i l a b l e  ev idence  does  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
use  o f  t h e  t e r m  "d ink , "  " s l o p e , "  o r  "gook" by the men of  C 
Company s i g n i f i e d  any widespread s u b l i m i n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
Vietnamese a s  subhuman, however d i s t a s t e f u l  such t e r m s  might  
be.  I n  f a c t ,  some of t h e  men were fond of t h e  Vietnamese 
n a t i o n a l s .  Many i n d i c a t e d  a  d i s l i k e  f o r  and,  on a  r e c u r r i n g  
b a s i s ,  m i s t r e a t e d  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  Many of  t h e  men ac-
cep ted  Vietnamese noncombatants on a n e u t r a l  b a s i s  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  ev idence  t h a t  
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  t h e  men i n  C Company d i d  n o t  t r u s t  t h e  
Vietnamese. P a r t  of t h e  reason  f o r  t h i s  l a y  i n  prev ious  ex-
p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  which Vietnamese v i l l a g e r s  had f a i l e d  t o  warn 
them o f  t h e  p re sence  o f  mines and boobyt raps  which, when sub- 
s e q u e n t l y  d e t o n a t e d ,  wounded and k i l l e d  many of  t h e i r  f e l l o w  
s o l d i e r s .  S e v e r a l  of  t h e  men a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t ,  w i t h  some j u s t i -  
k i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  Vietnamese involved  had been t r u l y  
" f r i e n d l y "  they  would have warned t h e  s o l d i e r s  about  t h e  mines 
and boobyt raps .  Whether t h e  v a r i o u s  commanders i n  TF Barker  
had d e t e c t e d  t h i s  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  of m i s t r u s t  and had a t tempted  
t o  p r e v e n t  it from developing  i n t o  a  dangerous tendency t o  
c a t e g o r i z e  a l l  Vietnamese, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  o t h e r -  
w i s e ,  a s  b e i n g  t h e  "enemy" i s  n o t  c l e a r  from t h e  tes t imony 
a v a i l a b l e .  

While it is  imposs ib l e  t o  judge t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  p r e c i s i o n ,  
it i s  cons ide red  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  unfavorable  a t t i t u d e  of some 



of t h e  men of TF Barker toward t h e  Vietnamese was a c o n t r i -
b u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  even t s  of Son My. 

D. CASUALTIES FROM MINES AND BOOBYTRAPS 

A s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  wi tnesses  t e s t i f i e d  concerning 
t h e  e f f e c t  of mine and boobytrap c a s u a l t i e s  .on t h e  morale 
and a t t i t u d e s  of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  of TF Barker.  Besides t h e  gen- 
e r a l l y  demoral izing e f f e c t  which t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  had upon. t h e  
men, it is  apparent  from t h e  evidence t h a t  they  a l s o  served t o  
aggravate  a f e e l i n g  of f r u s t r a t i o n  among t h e  men which de r ived  
p r i m a r i l y  from t h e i r  previous  f a i l u r e s  t o  come t o  g r i p s  wi th  
t h e  enemy. 

The men of C Company had s p e c i f i c a l l y  been s u b j e c t e d  t o  
such f r u s t r a t i o n s  dur ing  t h e  previous  opera t ions  conducted by 
TF Barker i n  Son My. While employed o u t s i d e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
a r e a  where s o l i d  enemy c o n t a c t s  were developed by o t h e r  TF 
elements  (on 13 February and again  on 23 February) , C Company 
s u s t a i n e d ,  dur ing  t h e  same time frames, a t o t a l  of 15 casual -  
t ies  from enemy mines "and boobytraps. I t  had s u f f e r e d  another  
f i v e  c a s u a l t i e s  from enemy boobytraps 2 days be fo re  t h e  Son 
My opera t ion .  The company had n o t  encountered i d e n t i f i a b l e  
enemy f o r c e s  dur ing  e i t h e r  pe r iod  of t ime.  

I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  enemy's ex tens ive  use  o f  mines and 
boobytraps had a cons ide rab le  e f f e c t  upon t h e  men and c o n t r i -  
buted  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  even t s  of Son My. 

E. PRIOR FAILURE TO CLOSE WITH THE ENEMY 

One of LTC B a r k e r ' s  major f r u s t r a t i o n s  was t h e  p a s t  f a i l u r e  
of t h e  TF t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h ,  i n  h i s  words " t o  do b a t t l e "  
wi th ,  t h e  VC 48th Local Force (LF) B a t t a l i o n .  These f a i l u r e s  
had been h i g h l i g h t e d  by BG Lipscomb i n  previous  a f t e r - a c t i o n  
c r i t i q u e s ,  and were underscored aga in  by COL Henderson i n  h i s  
remarks t o  TF personnel  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 15 March. Given 
t h e  competi t ive n a t u r e  of command assignments and t h e  g e n e r a l  
tendency t o  e v a l u a t e  command performance on t h e  b a s i s  of  t an -
g i b l e  r e s u l t s ,  it appears  t h a t  LTC Barker and h i s  subord ina te  
commanders probably viewed t h e  Son My opera t ion  a s  a r e a l  oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  overcome t h e i r  p a s t  f a i l u r e s  ( o r  l a c k  of oppor tun i ty )  
t o  c l o s e  e f f e c t i v e l y  wi th  and d e f e a t  a major i d e n t i f i a b l e  enemy 
fo rce .  Whether t h i s  f a c t o r  had an e f f e c t  on t h e  l a c k  of d iscr im-  
i n a t i o n  shown i n  t h e i r  p lanning and o r d e r s  i s  no t  c l e a r  from 
t h e  evidence. 

A s  i n d i c a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  p a s t  f a i l u r e  o r  lack  of oppor tun i ty  
t o  f i g h t  an enemy f o r c e  had a l s o  had a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r u s t r a t i n g  
e f f e c t  on t h e  morale and a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  s o l d i e r s  of C Company. 



Rather than  t h e  con t inua t ion  of e s s e n t i a l l y  nonproductive recon-
naissance- in- force  opera t ions  wi th  a t t e n d a n t  high c a s u a l t i e s  
from mines and boobytraps,  t h e  Son My opera t ion  o f f e r e d  them 
t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  f i g h t  what was (descr ibed t o  them a s )  almost 
c e r t a i n l y  t h e  48th VC Local Force B a t t a l i o n ,  under cond i t ions  
and a t  a t i m e  f avorab le  t o  them. Given t h e i r  p a s t  f a i l u r e  o r  
l a c k  of oppor tun i ty  t o  do b a t t l e  wi th  t h e  enemy and t h e . i n f o r -  
mation which they were provided by CPT Medina, t h e  evidence i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  many of them a l s o  considered t h e  Son My opera t ion  
a s  a t a n g i b l e  chance t o  a l l e v i a t e  some of t h e i r  p a s t  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  

F. ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS 

I n  previous  c h a p t e r s ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  has provided an exami- 
n a t i o n  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which confronted  
t h e  Americal Divis ion  and i t s  subord ina te  elements a t  t h e  time 
of t h e  Son My opera t ion .  To a t t a c h  undue importance t o  t h i s  
f a c t  would involve  ignor ing  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
faced and s u c c e s s f u l l y  resolved by o t h e r  U S  Army d i v i s i o n s  i n  
Vietnam and i n  o t h e r  wars.  Never the less ,  it i s  apparent  from 
t h e  evidence and test imony made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  t h a t  
t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p rocess ,  coupled wi th  
o t h e r  fac tors . ,  d e t r a c t e d  from t h e  a b i l i t y  of key personnel  t o  
proper ly  superv i se  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  combat opera t ions  w e r e  be ing  
conducted i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  manner. This  was most ev iden t  i n  
t h e  apparent  demands p laced on t h e  time a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  va r ious  
commanders who had d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  super-  
v i s i n g  t h e  p repara t ion  and execut ion  of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  
and i n  t h e  evidence which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  post-Tet  -
1968 time frame t h e r e  was a lack  of any p o s i t i v e  enforcement 
(by means of  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n )  of t h e  p rov i s ions  of d i v i s i o n  
and b r igade  d i r e c t i v e s  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  t r ea tment  of noncombat- 
a n t s .  

A commander a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ( t a s k  f o r c e )  , br igade ,  o r  
h igher  l e v e l  normally depends heav i ly  upon h i s  s t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  
him i n  p lanning,  coord ina t ing ,  i n f l u e n c i n g ,  and superv i s ing  h i s  
subord ina te  u n i t s  and t h e  men i n  those  u n i t s .  A t  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade l e v e l ,  c r e a t i o n  of  TF Barker apparen t ly  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
weakening of  t h e  br igade  s t a f f  because of t h e  l o s s  of t h e  former 
S3/XO, LTC Barker ,  t h e  former S1, MAJ Calhoun, and s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  and noncommissioned o f f i c e r s .  Coupled wi th  
t h e  b r igade  change of command which occurred on 15 March, 
t h e s e  f a c t o r s  probably c o n t r i b u t e d  to a d e c l i n e  i n ' t h e  pro- 
f i c i e n c y  and supervisory  c a p a b i l i t y  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade head- 
q u a r t e r s .  

TF Barker was organized wi th  an a u s t e r e  s t a f f  and had 
no i n d i v i d u a l  who performed e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  t h e  TF execu t ive  
o f f i c e r .  The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a u s t e r e  s t a f f i n g  
of  t h e  TF may have had some in f luence  on t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  



p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  terms of t h e  adequacy of t h e  p lanning ph,ase, and 
t h a t  a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  amount of LTC Barker ' s  .,time and e f f o r t  
may have been s p e n t  on mat te r s  which, under o rd ina ry  circum- 
s t a n c e s ,  would have been handled by t h e  s t a f f .  

I t  is, e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  problems invo lv ing  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and subord ina te  elements  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
inadequate  superv i s ion  of t h e  p lanning phase f o r  t h e  Son My 
o p e r a t i o n  and, i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  played a  p a r t  i n  t h e  even t s  which 
followed. 

G. LACK OF COMMAND RAPPORT W I T H I N  TF BARKER 

There i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence t h a t  LTC Barker d i d  n o t  have 
a c l o s e  pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  h i s  company commanders. This  
may have been B a r k e r ' s  chosen method of  o p e r a t i n g  a s  TF com- 
mander. A more t a n g i b l e  f a c t o r  was t h e  apparent  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  
Barker t o  devote  a  d i s p r o p o r t i g n a t e  amount of  h i s  time. and 
e f f o r t  t o  ma t te r s  which an adequate s t a f f  might o therwise  have 
been capable  of handling.  

From LTC Barker ' s  vantage p o i n t ,  h i s  was s o l e l y  a t a c t i c a l  
mission.  The major i ty  of t h e  r o u t i n e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and log- 
i s t i c a l  suppor t  f o r  t h e  r i f l e  companies s t i l l  came from t h e i r  
p a r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s .  The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  such an arrange-  
ment probably had a d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  on t h e  morale of t h e  s o l -  
d i e r s  and t h e i r  commanders, and may w e l l  have caused t h e  com-
pany commanders and t h e i r  men t o  f e e l  t h a t  they  w e r e  a t r a n s i e n t  
element i n  a  temporary o rgan iza t ion .  

Whatever t h e  cause,  t h e  evidence sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  of 
command rappor t  w i t h i n  TF Barker may have given rise t o  a  void  
i n  communications between Barker  and h i s  subord ina tes .  This  
void  was apparen t ly  f i l l e d  i n  p a r t  by t h e  TF S3, MAJ Calhoun. 
Given t h e  i n t e r i m  n a t u r e  of t h e  TF, t h e  demands on B a r k e r ' s  
t ime i n  o r d e r  t o  overcome d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  a u s t e r e  
s t a f f i n g  of t h e  TF, and t h e  understandable l o y a l t i e s  of  t h e  
t h r e e  company commanders toward t h e i r  p a r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s  and 
b a t t a l i o n  commanders, Barker ' s  detachment from h i s  subord ina tes  
may have been more apparent  than  r e a l .  Of more s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  absence of a c l o s e  pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between Barker and h i s  subord ina tes  may have given rise t o  
a l a c k  of unders tanding on h i s  p a r t  a s  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  capa- 
b i l i t i e s  of each of h i s  company commanders, and an u n c e r t a i n t y  
on t h e i r  p a r t  t o  what he s p e ~ i f i c a l l y ~ e x p e c t e d  a s  of them and 
t h e i r  companies. Ul t imate ly  t h e  l ack  of  pe r sona l  r a p p o r t  and 
c o n t a c t  between LTC Barker and h i s  company commanders may have 
in f luenced  t h e  g e n e r a l  breakdown i n  d i s c i p l i n e ,  r e s t r a i n t ,  
and c o n t r o l  which were e v i d e n t  on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  
Son My opera t ion .  



H. ATTITUDE OF GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) OFFICIALS 

The g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  and a t t i t u d e  of Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  
toward t h e  Son My a r e a  has  been desc r ibed  elsewhere i n  t h i s  
r epor t .  The Army, Republic of Vietnam f o r c e s  were, dur ing  t h e  
post-Tet-per iod ,  r e l u c t a n t  t o  conduct s u s t a i n e d  opera t ions  i n  
the  a r e a .  This  f a c t ,  coupled wi th  GVN t r ea tment  of t h e  a r e a  
as a f r e e  f i r e  zone and t h e  automatic ,  per functory  c lea rances  
by GVN o f f i c i a l s  t o  f i r e  ordnance i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  were g e n e r a l l y  
known by key members of t h e  TF. I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  GVN o f f i c i a l s  
considered Son My a s  long-standing VC-controlled t e r r i t o r y  and 
t h a t  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  were cons idered  a s  low p r i o r i t y  and of 
l i t t l e  immediate consequence t o  GVN i n t e r e s t s  a t ' t h a t  t ime. 
These genera l  a t t i t u d e s  w e r e  w e l l  known by key members of  t h e  
11th Brigade and TF Barker and undoubtedly a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  
f e e l i n g s  toward t h e  a r e a  and i t s  people.  

I. NATURE OF THE ENEMY 

While t h e  Communist f o r c e s  had achieved a s u b s t a n t i a l  psy- 
cho log ica l  impact on t h e  American p u b l i c  dur ing  t h e  Te t  of fen-  _.s i v e  of 1968, they  had a l s o  taken s u b s t a n t i a l  l o s s e s  I n  men and 
equipment. Time t o  r e f i t ,  r e c r u i t ,  and r e t r a i n  t h e i r  fo rces  was 
of c r i t i c a l  importance t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  s t a y i n g  power. To pro- 
vide t h e  r e q u i s i t e  t ime,  t h e i r  f o r c e s  were, dur ing  t h e  post-Tet  -
per iod ,  seek ing  t o  a t t a i n  sanc tua ry  and p r o t e c t i o n  by mel t ing  
back i n t o  t h e  populace and by r e t r e a t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  base  a r e a s .  
I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  phase of  t h e  stepped-up l e v e l  of  a c t i o n s  by US 
fo rces ,  taken t o  deny t h e  communists needed t i m e  and concealment, 
t h e r e  was a consequent and unfor tuna te ly  high l e v e l  of c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  throughout  most of t h e  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

The Communist f o r c e s  i n  South Vietnam had long recognized our 
genera l  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  do b a t t l e  wi th  them among t h e  c i v i l i a n  pop- 
ulace and had used t h a t  knowledge t o  our  t a c t i c a l  and s t r a t e g i c  
disadvantage throughout  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  war i n  Vietnam. Ex-
p l o i t a t i o n  of t h a t  r e l u c t a n c e  by V i e t  Cong (VC) and North Viet-  
namese Army (NVA) ground f o r c e s  caused a d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e  c l a s -  
s i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  between combatants and noncombatants. (I t  i s  i m -
p o r t a n t  t o  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  o l d  d i s t i n c t i o n s  have been d i s -  
t o r t e d  by Communist, n o t  US, f o r c e s ) .  I n  a war r e p l e t e  wi th  in -  
s t a n c e s  of VC women b e a r i n g  arms and k i l l i n g  US s o l d i e r s  and 
c h i l d r e n  of VC s e r v i n g  a s  boobytrap s p e c i a l i s t s  and would-be as-
s a s s i n s ,  it became a l i f e  and death  m a t t e r  f o r  US s o l d i e r s  and 
t h e i r  commanders t o  make and adhere t o  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between com-
b a t a n t  and noncombatant, p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of whether, t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n . q u e s t i o n  were armed, were committing h o s t i l e  a c t s ,  
o r  w e r e  o therwise  endangering t h e  l i v e s  of  a l l i e d  t r o o p s ,  r a t h e r  
than on t h e  b a s i s  of s e x  o r  age. (Such d i s t i n c t i o n s  must, of 
course,  exclude h e l p l e s s  persons such a s  bab ies  from t h e  l i s t  of 
combatants. ) 



The Son My a r e a  was populated p r i n c i p a l l y  by VC, t h e i r  sympa- 
t h i z e r s  and s u p p o r t e r s ,  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f a m i l i e s .  I t  had 
been c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  VC f o r  y e a r s  and most of t h e  men i n  TF 
Barker were aware of t h i s  f a c t .  They were a l s o  aware t h a t  t h e  
48th VC LF B a t t a l i o n  was a tough, wel l  d i s c i p l i n e d  g u e r r i l l a  u n i t  
which had n o t  only  played a major p a r t  i n  t h e  -T e t  o f f e n s i v e  b u t  
r epor ted ly  had a l s o  fought  w e l l  a g a i n s t  TF Barker elements  i n  two 
previous  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  Son My area .  It  is apparent  from t h e  
test imony of t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  a rea  and i t s  popula-
t i o n  were considered a s  belonging t o  t h e  enemy, and t h a t  they  had 
l i t t l e  apparent  understanding of t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a s i g n i f i -
c a n t  p a r t  of Son My's unarmed popula t ion  were dominated by t h e  VC 
because t h e  VC'represented t h e  only cont inuing presence  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  

The t a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved i n  f e r r e t i n g  enemy fo rces  ' 
o u t  of  populated a r e a s ,  t h e - p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved i n  
c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  f r i e n d  f rom.foe ,  and a g e n e r a l l y  widespread 
knowledge of VC c o n t r o l  of t h e  Son My a r e a  unquest ionably played 
a major r o l e  i n  t h e  even t s  of Son My. 

J. LEADERSHIP 

During t h e  l a t t e r  s t a g e s  of t h i s  Inqu i ry ,  i t  b.ecame apparent  
t h a t  i f  on t h e  day be fo re  t h e  Son My opera t ion  only  one of t h e  
l e a d e r s  a t  p la toon ,  company, t a s k  f o r c e ,  o r  b r igade  l e v e l -  had 
foreseen and voiced an o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  prospect  of k i l l i n g  non-
combatants,  o r  had mentioned t h e  problem of noncombatants i n  
t h e i r  p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  o r  i f  adequate r e -
s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r s - h a d  been i s sued  e a r l y  on t h e  fo l lowing day,  t h e  
Son My t ragedy might have been aver ted  a l t o g e t h e r ,  o r  have been 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l i m i t e d  and t h e  opera t ion  brought  under c o n t r o l .  
F a i l u r e s  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  appear ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  have had a d i r e c t  
bea r ing  on t h e  events  of  Son My. 

COL Henderson had served wi th  t h e  11 th  Brigade a s  t h e  Deputy 
CO o r  Acting CO from t h e  t ime of t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  a c t i v a t i o n  i n  
Hawaii u n t i l  h i s  assumption of formal command on 15  March 1968. 
Perhaps more than  any o t h e r  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  he should have r e -
cognized t h e  s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses of t h e  key personnel  and 
opera t ing  procedures w i t h i n  t h e  br igade .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  
job a s  Deputy CO under  BG Lipscomb was b a s i c a l l y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
i n  na tu re  and d i d  n o t  a l low him a s  much time a s  he would have 
l i k e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  va r ious  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a s  ass igned t o  t h e  b r i -  
gade and t h e  subord ina te  commanders who were subsequently t o  
se rve  under him. This  i s  n o t  an uncommon predicament f o r  a  sec-
ond-in-command. I t  a l s o  should have emphasized t o  him t h e  neces-
s i t y  and importance of going over  LTC Barker ' s  p lan  i n  d e t a i l .  
There i s  always a  ba lance  t o  be s t r u c k  i n  t h e  amount of l a t i t u d e  
and a u t h o r i t y  t o  be ves ted  i n  a  subordinate  commander when weigh- 
ed  a g a i n s t  t h e  commander's o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what hap- 



pens o r  f a i l s  t o  happen i n  h i s  u n i t .  I n  COL Hend.ersonls case ,  
the  evidence i s  c l e a r  t h a t  he e l e c t e d  dur ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  phase of 
h i s  command t o  v e s t  maximum l a t i t u d e  i n  Barker ,  and i n  s o  doing,  
he t r e a t e d  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  an o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n  which deserved de- 
t a i l e d  examination. 

The test imony a v a i l a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  LTC Barker was consid-
ered  by BG Lipscomb and by COL Henderson t o  be an ou t s t and ing  of- 
f i c e r .  H i s  s e l e c t i o n  t o  command t h e  TF was r e p o r t e d l y , b a s e d  on 
t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  of h i s  exce l l ence  i n  having performed a s  t h e  
brigade S3 and execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  H i s  performance a s  TF command- 
e r  up u n t i l  t h e  time of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  appears  t o  have been 
c r e d i t a b l e  i n  t e r m s  of r epor ted  r e s u l t s  achieved. 

I t  i s  apparent  t h a t  LTC Barker was h igh ly  motivated and en- 
thused by t h e  p rospec t  of coming t o  g r i p s  wi th  what was be l i eved  
t o  be t h e  same enemy f o r c e  which had p rev ious ly  fought  a g a i n s t  and 
i n f l i c t e d  c a s u a l t i e s  upon TF elements.  H i s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  from 
previous f a i l u r e s  by t h e  TF, h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  f i r e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p repara t ion  on a p a r t  of My Lai  (4), and t h e  n a t u r e  of h i s  or-
ders  have been noted elsewhere i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  I n  a s s e s s i n g  
o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  which had an i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  
events  of Son My, t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h i s  assumptions, 
p lans ,  d e c i s i o n s ,  and o rde r s  r e f l e c t e d  a degree  of incompetence, 
inc lud ing  an i n a b i l i t y  t o  make t h e  k ind of d i s t i n c t i o n s  requ i red  
of s u c c e s s f u l  commanders i n  t h e V i e t n a m  war. 

CPT Medina was o l d e r  than  most company commanders i n  Vietnam 
( h i s  e a r l y  3 0 1 s ) ,  and, a s  a former noncommissioned o f f i c e r ,  had 
gained broad exper ience  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  s o l d i e r s .  From t h e  e v i -  
dence developed, it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  he was almost  unanimously re-
spected by h i s  men and by h i s  s u p e r i o r s  and was, i n  t h e i r  opin- 
ion ,  an ou t s t and ing  company commander who h e l d  t h e  w e l f a r e  of 
h i s  men a s  one of h i s  primary concerns. H i s  no-nonsense approach 
t o  h i s  mission and single-mindedness of purpose i n  achieving t h a t  
mission caused him t o  be t h e  o b j e c t  of r e s p e c t ,  b u t  i n  some cases  
f e a r ,  by some of h i s  men and by h i s  p la toon  l e a d e r s .  The ev i -  
dence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Medina was a s t r i c t  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  concerning 
most ma t t e r s  invo lv ing  h i s  men and e x e r t e d  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  de- 
gree  of i n f l u e n c e  over  them. There was a l s o  test imony t o  i n d i -  
c a t e  t h a t  he adopted a condescending and sometimes d i spa rag ing  
manner i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  h i s  p la toon  l e a d e r s .  The evidence i n d i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s h i p  weakness p r i o r  t o  Son My was 
i n  n o t  e x e r c i s i n g  f i r m  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  a c t i o n s  of h i s  men toward 
Vietnamese. The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  ca l lousness  was n o t  a 
p a r t  of  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward h i s  own men, whose w e l f a r e  was appar-
e n t l y  of primary concern t o  him. 

While most of t h e  men of C Company respec ted  CPT Medina, t h e  
evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s i m i l i a r  f e e l i n g s  of r e s p e c t  apparen t ly  
d id  n o t  e x i s t  toward t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s .  Any assessment of t h e  



C Company platoon. l e a d e r s ,  however, must t a k e  i n t o  account  
t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  inexper ience  and t h e  i n f l u e n c e  e x e r t e d  over  them 
by CPT Medina. Perhaps t h e  most r e v e a l i n g  a s p e c t  of test imony 
concerning t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  i s  t h a t  each,  wi th  t h e  except ion  
of LT Ca l l ey ,  was cons idered  a  "n ice  guy" by many of h i s  men. 
The i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by 
evidence which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  each lacked any r e a l  i n t e r n a l  
system f o r  c o n t r o l  and d i s c i p l i n e  of h i s  platoon.  What c o n t r o l  
and d i s c i p l i n e  d i d  e x i s t  emanated from t h e  company commander. 
I t  i s  a l s o  apparent  t h a t  each p la toon l e a d e r  was, t o  an e x t e n t ,  
f e a r f u l  of h i s  men and h e s i t a n t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  lead .  I n s t e a d ,  they  
at tempted t o  become "buddies" wi th  t h e i r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  
and men and, i n  more than one i n s t a n c e ,  a l l e g e d l y  jo ined wi th  
t h e i r  men i n  immoral and i l l e g a l  a c t s - a g a i n s t  Vietnamese p r i o r  t o  
t h e  Son My opera t ion .  I t  should a l s o  be pointed  o u t  t h a t  most of 
t h e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  C Company were young and, i n  gen- 
e r a l ,  had no more combat exper ience  than t h e  men themselves.  The 
g e n e r a l  l ack  o f  experienced l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  men of t h e  p la toons  
was n o t  uncommon i n  o t h e r  Army u n i t s  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

CPT Michles was regarded by h i s  men a s  a good o f f i c e r  and a  
scrupulous person. From t h e  evidence developed, it i s  apparent  
t h a t  he was genuinely concerned wi th  t h e  we l fa re  of h i s  men. 
While it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  he was a l s o  miss ion-or iented ,  he was n o t  
regarded by h i s  men a s  a ha r sh  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  and was n o t  h e l d  i n  
t h e  same l i g h t  of awe and f e a r  a s  CPT Medina. The i n d i c a t i o n s  
a r e  t h a t  he was a consc ien t ious  c a r e e r  o f f i c e r  who enjoyed t h e  
r e s p e c t  and esteem of  most of h i s  men. 

The a v a i l a b l e  test imony sugges t s  t h a t  CPT Michles '  r e l a t i o n - -

s h i p  wi th  h i s  company o f f i c e r s  was uns t ra ined  and, whi le  they d i d  
n o t  regard  him a s  unapproachable,  they c l e a r l y  r espec ted  h i s  po- 
s i t i o n .  There i s  no evidence t o  sugges t  t h a t  any of t h e  B 
Company p la toon  l e a d e r s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  weak o r  s t r o n g  a s  com-
b a t  l e a d e r s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Son My opera t ion ,  t h e  B com-
pany p la toon  l e a d e r s  apparen t ly  commanded a  reasonable  degree  of 
r e s p e c t  from t h e i r  men and had t h e  f o r t i t u d e  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  them 
when requ i red .  

The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  high degree of com-
p e t i t i v e n e s s  between CPT Michles and CPT. I.ledina, and a--p o r t i o n  of 
t h i s  f e e l i n g  was undoubtly communicated t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p l a -  
toon l e a d e r s  and men and probably played a p a r t  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  
of t h e i r  men toward t h e  forthcoming opera t ion .  

America1 Divis ion  l e a d e r s ,  down t o  a n d , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  TF . l eve1 ,  
f a i l e d  t o  superv i se  proper ly  t h e  planning of t h e  Son My opera- 
t i o n .  This  gave r i s e  t o  a l o o s e l y  conceived p lan  wi th  a  poor ly  
de f ined  purpose. These f a i l u r e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  i ssuance  of 
ambiguous, i l l e g a l ,  and p o t e n t i a l l y  explos ive  o rde r s  by LTC 
Barker and CPT Medina, and poss ib ly  CPT Michles,  who f a i l e d ,  



e i t h e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  o r  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  t o  provide i n  t h e i r  p lans  
and o rde rs  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  noncombatants might be  found 
i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a reas .  Implementation of t h e s e  o rde r s  u l t i m a t e l y  
became t h e  t a s k  o f  g e n e r a l l y  weak and i n e f f e c t i v e  l eaders  a t  t h e  
platoon l e v e l  and below. C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  had a  pro- 
nounced impact on t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

K. PERMISSIVE ATTITUDE 

The evidence developed dur ing  t h i s  Inqui ry  s t f o n g l y  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  a dangerously permiss ive  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  handl ing  and 
safeguarding of Vietnamese and t h e i r  proper ty  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  e l e -  
ments of t h e  l l t h  Brigade chain o f  command p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My 
opera t ion .  Evidence a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  va ry ing  degrees  of concern by 
MG Koster ,  BG Lipscomb, COL Henderson, and LTC Barker concerning 
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  mis t rea tment ,  raping,  and 
some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  Vietnamese known t o  have occurred 
p r i o r  t o  Son My, and i n  view o f  t h e  even t s  a t  Son My i t s e l f ,  it 
i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i f  such concern d i d  e x i s t ,  it had not  been com-
municated e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s  -of TF Barker .  There had 
been l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way of  p o s i t i v e  enforcement by respons ib le  
commanders ( i n  t h e  form of d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n )  o f  t h e  p rov i s ions  
of d i v i s i o n  and b r i g a d e  d i r e c t i v e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  t rea tment  and 
safeguarding o f  noncombatants and t h e i r  p roper ty  p r i o r  t o  Son My. 

While COL Henderson was o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander a t  
t h e  time of t h e  Son My opera t ion ,  t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  BG 
Lipscomb, t h e  previous  b r igade  cormnander, may have c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  permissiveness which e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i -  
gade. This  assumption i s  warranted i n  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  
l l t h  Brigade s o l d i e r s  who c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  m i s t r e a t e d  Vietnam- 
ese  n a t i o n a l s  d i d  n o t  develop overnight  nor  d i d  they  come i n t o  
being concur ren t ly  wi th  t h e  change i n  b r igade  commanders. Evi-
dence of  s c a t t e r e d  i -ncidents  invo lv ing  t h e  mistreatment ,  rape ,  
and possib' ly t h e  murder of Vietnamese 'by l l t h  Brigade s o l d i e r s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My opera t ion ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  permiss ive  a t t i -  
tude e x i s t e d ,  and was n o t  uncovered and c o r r e c t e d ,  under BG 
Lipscomb' s command. 

The f a c t  t h a t  both  COL Henderson and LTC Barker were both 
r e l a t i v e l y  new i n  t h e i r  command assignments may have con t r ibu ted  
t o  some u n c e r t a i n t y  among t h e i r  subord ina tes  a s  t o  e x a c t l y  what 
was expected of them and t h e i r  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  hand l ing  of V i e t -
namese noncombatants, b u t  d i d  not  r e l i e v e  e i t h e r  from t h e  cormnand 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e i r  u n i t s .  

The evidence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  number of C Company s o l d i e r s  
were involved i n  t h e  i l l e g a l  a c t s  a g a i n s t  Vietnamese p r i o r  t o  t h e  
Son My opera t ion .  These a c t s  may have mirrored a permissive and 
ca l loused a t t i t u d e  by CPT Medina, o r  they  may have r e s u l t e d  from 



t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  company was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  one-man show run by 
CPT Medina who was, r e g a r d l e s s  of  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  incapable  of 
e x e r c i s i n g  single-handed c o n t r o l  of  1 00-plus s o l d i e r s .  The ev i -  
dence i s  inconc lus ive  i n  t h i s  regard ,  b u t  sugges t s  t h e  l a t t e r  
s i t u a t i o n .  As i n d i c a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  t h e  r e t i c e n c e  and. l ack  of 
l e a d e r s h i p  among t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  of C Company a l s o  con t r ibu-  
t e d  t o  t h e  genera l  permissiveness which e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  company 
a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  opera t ion .  

There was no evidence developed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x i s t - .  
ence o f  a  permiss ive  a t t i t u d e  among key members of B Company. 
To t h e  con t ra ry ,  t h e  evidence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  CPT Michles n e i t h e r  
condoned nor t o l e r a t e d  mistreatment  of Vietnamese by B Company 
s o l d i e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

It  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  genera l ly  permiss ive  a t t i t u d e  which 
e x i s t e d  i n  some of  t h e  u n i t s  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade p r i o r  t o  Son My 
was brought  i n t o  s h a r p  focus f o r  t h e  men of TF Barker by t h e  
o rde r s  i s s u e d  on 15 March by LTC Barker,  CPT Medina, and poss ib ly  
CPT Michles,  and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in f luenced  t h e  events  of  t h e  f o l -  
lowing day. 

L .  LACK OF AFFIRMATIVE COMMAND AND CONTROL 

A v a r i e t y  of  f a c t o r s ,  which became evident  dur ing  t h e  
Inqu i ry ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a genera l  lack  of  
a f f i r m a t i v e  command and c o n t r o l  throughout t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  TF Barker  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

The evidence of  previous  mistreatment  of  Vietnamese by s o l -  
d i e r s  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade and TF Barker,, test imony concerning 
previous s c a t t e r e d  d e s t r u c t i o n  and burning o f -  Vietnamese homes, 
t h e  method i n  which e a r l i e r  TF opera t ions  were conducted, t h e  
a u s t e r e  s t a f f i n g  of t h e  TF and t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  t r ea tment  05 p lans  
f o r  t h e  Son My opera t ion  a l l  p o i n t  t o  t h e  lack  of an e f f e c t i v e  
system of c o n t r o l l i n g  combat opera t ions .  

The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  LTC Barker v i s i t e d  h i s  companies 
i n f r e q u e n t l y  w h i l e  t h e y  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t  i s  a l s o  
e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and equipment provided o r  made a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  h i s  i n t e r i m  organ iza t ion  were marginal a t  b e s t .  This  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  communications f a c i l i t i e s  
used i n  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and i n  h i s  t a c t i c a l  
opera t ions  c e n t e r  (TOC) . This equipment had been drawn from 
o t h e r  o rgan iza t ions  o f  t h e  b r igade  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  TF was 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  

A genera l  p a t t e r n  which emerged dur ing  t h i s  Inqui ry  was 
t h a t  some America1 commanders f a i l e d  t o  g e t  on t h e  ground wi th  



o p e r a t i n g  u n i t s .  This was most pronounced on t h e  day of t h e  Son 
My opera t ion  when n o t  a  s i n g l e  commander above company l e v e l  
landed i n  t h e  Son My a rea  t o  pe r sona l ly  communicate with t h e  
ground f o r c e s  d e s p i t e  clear_ i n d i c a t i o n s  - t h a t  unusual even t s ,  of a 
n a t u r e  r e q u i r i n g  command a t t e n t i o n ,  weke t a k i n g  p lace  on t h e  
ground. This i s  brought i n t o  even sha rper  focus by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  was, on t h e  f a c e  of it, t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  opera t ion  ever  
conducted by an element of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

M .  LACK OF EMPHASIS I N  T R A I N I N G  

Ear ly  i n  t h e  Inqui ry ,  t h e r e  was a susp ic ion  t h a t  t h e  manner 
i n  which t h e  l l t h  Brigade was a c t i v a t e d ,  t r a i n e d ,  prepared f o r  
overseas  movement, and deployed t o  Vietnam might have had some 
impact upon t h e  even t s  of Son My. I n v e s t i g a t i o n  revealed  t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  c a s e  t o  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t .  

l l t h  Brigade elements underwent an a c c e l e r a t e d  t r a i n i n g  pro- 
gram, rece ived  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n p u t  of replacement personnel  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  deploying,  and e v e n t u a l l y  deployed e a r l i e r  than 
o r i g i n a l l y  had been scheduled.  Shor t ly  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  Vietnam, 
planned makeup t r a i n i n g  was e f f e c t e d  by another  i n f u s i o n  of re-
placements ( t o  overcome a p r o j e c t e d  r o t a t i o n  "hump") and by e a r l y  
commitment of  b r igade  elements  t o  a c t i v e  combat opera t ions .  

A s  a n e t  r e s u l t  of  t h e s e  a c t i o n s ,  t h e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t ,  a t  b e s t ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  of TF Barker had rece ived  only  mar- 
g i n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  key a r e a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son My opera- 
t i o n .  These a r e a s  were (1)prov i s ions  of t h e  Geneva Conventions, 
( 2 )  handl ing  and sa feguard ing  of noncombatants, and ( 3 )  r u l e s  of 
engagement. 

The problem of  t r a i n i n g  and i n s t r u c t i o n  having t o  do w i t h  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of and response t o  " i l l e g a l "  o r d e r s  i s  addressed 
elsewhere i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  The evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h o s e  
t r a i n i n g  a r e a s  desc r ibed  above, played a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  
Son My o p e r a t i o n .  

N. PSYCHOLOGICAL BUILDUP 

I n  t h e  .case o f  B Company, no f i rm conclus ions  can be drawn as 
t o  e i t h e r  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  e f f e c t  of  any p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  psycholog- 
i c a l  bu i ldup  . t h a t  may have been given t o  t h e  men. CPT Michles 
d id  not  p e r s o n a l l y  b r i e f  h i s  company, and t h e r e  i s  some evidence 
t h a t  t h e  con ten t  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  given by t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  
was no t  uniform throughout  t h e  company. A l l  t h e  men apparent ly  
were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was populated e n t i r e l y  by "VC and VC 



sympathizers"  and t h a t  t h e  mission was t o  "c lean  t h e  p l a c e  o u t , "  
b u t  t h e r e  was no sugges t ion  made of g e t t i n g  revenge f o r  previous  
f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s .  Any a t t empt  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  psycho log ica l  
p r e p a r a t i o n  g iven t o  B Company i s  complicated by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
( a )  t h e  main elements of  B Company s u f f e r e d  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  
and had t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  mission abor ted  almost immediately a f t e r  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  and (b )  t h e  s e p a r a t e d  1st Pla toon knew about  
those  c a s u a l t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  dea th  of  t h e i r  former p la toon  
l e a d e r )  be fo re  e n t e r i n g  My Khe ( 4 )  . Undoubtedly, t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
s u f f e r e d  e a r l y  on 16 March had a psychologica l  e f f e c t  upon B 
Company. Those e f f e c t s  may have in f luenced ,  p o s s i b l y  i n  d i f -  
f e r e n t  ways and t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  than  p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  
t h e  subsequent a c t i o n s  of va r ious  elements  of  t h e  company. 

The men of C Company who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Son My opera t ion  
t e s t i f i e d ,  wi thout  excep t ion ,  t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  and around 
My Lai  ( 4 )  w e r e  " d i f f e r e n t "  from anything they had e v e r  
been involved i n  be fo re  and from anything t h a t  they  were e v e r  i n -
volved i n  af terwards .  From t h e i r  test imony it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a 
l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  de r ived  from t h e i r  unders tanding of  
t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h e  opera t ion .  The i r  unders tanding and 
t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  appear  t o  have 
been p r imar i ly  a  product  of t h e  f a c t o r s  p rev ious ly  desc r ibed  i n  
t h i s  chap te r .  These f a c t o r s  were apparen t ly  brought  t o  a  sha rp  
focus by t h e  b r i e f i n g  which they rece ived  on t h e  day be fo re  t h e  
Son My opera t ion .  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  it is c l e a r  t h a t  i n  h i s  p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f -  
i n g  t o  t h e  men of C Company, CPT Medina "pa in ted  t h e  p i c t u r e "  
t o o  v i v i d l y ,  and e x e r c i s e d  no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and l i t t l e  r e s t r a i n t  
i n  h i s  implementing o r d e r s .  He may a l s o  have drawn some e r r o -  
neous conclus ions  from LTC Barker ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  simply t w i s t e d  
c e r t a i n  elements  of Barker ' s  b r i e f i n g  t o  s u i t  h i s  own und i sc r i -
minat ing purposes.  CPT Medina, l i k e  h i s  commander, i s s u e d  il-
l e g a l  o rde r s  t o  burn and d e s t r o y  p roper ty  i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  
f a i l e d  t o  provide  i n  liis b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  non-
combatants might be found i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and f u r t h e r  in f luenced  
t h e  even t s  t o  fol low by f a i l i n g  t o  make any d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  h i s  
o r d e r s  concerning t h e  t r ea tment  t o  be accorded armed combatants,  
suspected  (bu t  unarmed) sympathizers ,  and o u t r i g h t  noncombatants. 
CPT Medina's e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  g e t t i n g  h i s  men psycho log ica l ly  
"up" f o r  t h e  expected f i g h t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  from t h e  evidence 
p resen ted  t o  t h i s  Inqui ry .  

Up u n t i l  t h e  time of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  men of C Com-
pany had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  l a r g e l y  unproductive opera t ions  and had 
s u f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c a s u a l t i e s  from enemy mines and boobytraps. 
During t h e  course  of  those  previous  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s e v e r a l  of them 
had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  mis t rea tment ,  r ape ,  and p o s s i b l e  murder 
of Vietnamese, wi th  no apparent  r e t r i b u t i o n .  They were t o l d  by 



t h e i r  company commander t h a t  they were going t o  f a c e  an enemy 
b a t t a l i o n  t h e  fo l lowing day i n  t h e  Son My a rea .  They were t o l d  
t h a t  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  would be p laced on t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a  
be fo re  they  a r r i v e d  and t h a t  t h e  landing zone (LZ)  would probably 
be "hot ."  They were given t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  only  people 
l e f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  would be t h e  enemy and t h a t  t h e i r  mission was t o  
des t roy  t h e  enemy and a l l  h i s  s u p p l i e s .  They were t o l d  t h a t  
t h e  b e s t  way t o  p reven t  t h e  enemy from recover ing  weapons from 
t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  was t o  c l o s e  wi th  t h e  enemy aggress ive ly .  They 
were reminded t h a t  some of them would probably become'casual t ies  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and were enjo ined t o  look o u t  f o r  each o t h e r .  
They were reminded of t h e i r  p a s t  l o s s e s  t o  enemy boobytraps and 
t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  revenge f o r  those  l o s s e s .  They were t o l d  
t h a t  t h e  forthcoming opera t ion  would provide  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  
o b t a i n  t h a t  revenge. They were n o t  t o l d  of any r e s t r i c t i o n s  of 
any k ind t h a t  would be imposed on them i n  accomplishing t h e  as-
s igned mission.  

0. SUMMARY 

The f a c t o r s  desc r ibed  i n  t h i s  chap te r  a r e  cons idered  r e l e -  
vant  t o  the -purpose  of t h i s  Inqu i ry  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  they  as-
sist  i n  understanding what happened a t  Son My, and, t o  a l e s s e r  
e x t e n t ,  why it happened. 

I n  t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i s  Inqu i ry ,  t h e r e  was no a t -
tempt t o  analyze  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n  depth ,  nor  t o  eva lua te  psycholog- 
i c a l  a s p e c t s  of what happened. This  i s  considered a t a s k  t h a t  
can be  b e s t  performed by I team of h igh ly  q u a l i f i e d  resea rch  
a n a l y s t s  wi th  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  t a l e n t s  and exper ience  necessary 
. to  do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  



Chapter 9 

POLICY AND DI.RECTIVES AS TO RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 
AND TREATMENT OF NONCOMBATANTS 

A. US OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE LAW OF WAR 

The conduct of  war among c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s  is  r e g u l a t e d  
by c e r t a i n  we l l - es tab l i shed  r u l e s  known a s  t h e  r u l e s  o r  law 
of  war. This  law r e g u l a t e s  war fa re  on both  t h e  land and t h e  
sea. That which p e r t a i n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  war on l and  i s  c a l l e d  
t h e  law of land warfare .  

Much of t h e  law of war has  been s e t  o u t  i n  t r e a t i e s  o r  
conventions t o  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  a p a r t y .  I t  i s  com-
monly c a l l e d  t h e  w r i t t e n  law of war. 

Some of t h e  law o f  war never  has  been incorpora ted  i n  any 
t r e a t y  o r  convention t o  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  a s igna to ry .  
T h i s  law i s  commonly c a l l e d  t h e  unwr i t t en  o r  customary law of  
bar. For t h e  most p a r t  it i s  w e l l  de f ined  by recognized author-  
i t i e s  on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and i s  f i rmly  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  
Q U S ~ O ~  c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s .  and usage of 

The primary source  of  t h e  w r i t t e n  law of war a s  it a p p l i e s  
t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  is i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conventions (lawmaking 
t r e a t i e s  t o  which t h e  United S t a t e s  is a p a r t y ) .  Some of  t h e  
more impor tant  of t h e s e  a r e :  

(1) Hague Convention No. I V  Respect ing t h e  Laws and Customs 
of War on Land and t h e  Annex t h e r e t o  which embodies t h e  Regula- 
t i o n s  Respect ing t h e  Laws and Customs of War on Land. ' 

( 2 )  The f o u r  1949 Geneva Conventions f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of t h e  wounded and s i c k  of  armed fo rces  i n  t h e  f i e l d ;  wounded, 
s i c k ,  and shipwrecked members of  armed f o r c e s  a t  s e a ;  p r i s o n e r s

. -
of war; and c i v i l i a n  persons i n  t imes of war. 

( 3 )  The 1929 Geneva Conventions r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  t r ea tment  



of p r i s o n e r s  of war and amel io ra t ion  of t h e  cond i t ions  of t h e  
wounded and s i c k  of armies i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

The law o r  w a r ,  both  w r i t t e n  and customary, had t h e  p r in -  
c i p a l  purpose of d iminishing t h e  e v i l s  of war by: 

a.  P r o t e c t i n g  both noncombatants and combatants 
from unnecessary s u f f e r i n g ;  

b.  Safeguarding c e r t a i n  fundamental human r i g h t s  
of persons who f a l l  i n t o  t h e  hands of t h e  enemy, par-
t i c u l a r l y  p r i s o n e r s  of  war, t h e  wounded and s i c k ,  and 
c i v i l i a n s ;  and 

c. F a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  peace. 

The ,Uni ted  S t a t e s  recognizes  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  Vietnam a s  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  t o  which both  customary and w r i t t e n  o r  
convent ional  law of war apply,  and the. United S t a t e s  has  de- 
c l a r e d  i t s  i n t e n t  t o  observe t h i s  law. 

The United S t a t e s  has an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n s t r u c t  i t s  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  concerning t h e  convent ional  law of  war which t h e  United 
S t a t e s  has  recognized.  This  o b l i g a t i o n  i s  i n  p a r t  f u l f i l l e d  by 
formal m i l i t a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and d i r e c t i v e s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  has a f f i r m a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e g e d  
v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  p e r t i n e n t  conventions.  I t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  under 
t h e  "grave breaches"  a r t i c l e  of each of t h e  1949 Geneva Conven- 
t i o n s  a r e  q u i t e  s p e c i f i c :  

The High Cont rac t ing  P a r t i e s  undertake t o  e n a c t  
any l e g i s l a t i o n  necessary  t o  provide  e f f e c t i v e  penal  
s a n c t i o n s  f o r  persons committing, o r  o r d e r i n g  t o  be 
committed, any of t h e  grave breaches of t h e  p r e s e n t  
Convention de f ined  i n  t h e  fo l lowing A r t i c l e .  

Each High Cont rac t ing  Par ty  s h a l l  be under t h e  
-	 o b l i g a t i o n  t o  sea rch  f o r  persons  a l l e g e d  t o  have com-


m i t t e d ,  o r  t o  have ordered  t o  be committed, such 

grave breaches ,  and s h a l l  b r i n g  such persons ,  regard-

less o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  be fo re  i t s  own c o u r t s .  I t  

may a l s o ,  i f  it p r e f e r s ,  and i n  accordance wi th  t h e  

p rov i s ions  of i t s  own l e g i s l a t i o n ,  hand such persons 

over  f o r  t r i a l  t o  another  High Cont rac t ing  P a r t y  

concerned, provided such High Cont rac t ing  P a r t y  had 

made o u t  a prima f a c i e  case .  


Each High Cont rac t ing  P a r t y  s h a l l  t a k e  measures 
necessary  f o r  t h e  suppress ion  of a l l  a c t s  c o n t r a r y  t o  



t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Convention o t h e r  than  
t h e  grave breaches de f ined  i n  t h e  fol lowing A r t i c l e .  

I n  a l l  c ircumstances,  t h e  accused persons s h a l l  
b e n e f i t  by safeguards  of proper  t r i a l  and de fense ,  
which s h a l l  n o t  be l e s s  f avorab le  than those  provided 
by Ar t i c l e .105  and ' those fol lowing of t h e  Geneva 
Convention Re la t ive  t o  t h e  Treatment of P r i s o n e r s  of 
War of  August 12,  1949. 

Grave breaches t o  which t h e  preceding A r t i c l e  
r e l a t e s  s h a l l  be those  invol'ving t h e  fol lowing a c t s ,  
i f  committed a g a i n s t  persons o r  proper ty  p r o t e c t e d  by 
p r e s e n t  Convention: w i l f u l  k i l l i n g ,  t o r t u r e  o r  
inhuman t r ea tment ,  inc lud ing  b i o l o g i c a l  experiments ,  
w i l f u l l y  caus ing g r e a t  s u f f e r i n g  o r  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  t o  
body o r  h e a l t h ,  unlawful d e p o r t a t i o n  o r  t r a n s f e r  o r  
unlawful confinement of a  p r o t e c t e d  person, ...t a k i n g  
of hos tages  and ex tens ive  d e s t r u c t i o n  and appropri-  
a t i o n  of p roper ty ,  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  by m i l i t a r y  n e c e s s i t y  
and c a r r i e d  o u t  unlawfully and wantonly. 

Most of  t h e  "grave breaches" l i s t e d  above had been 
cons idered  a s  v i o l a t i o n s  of customary law o r  were denounced i n  
o t h e r  conventions p r i o r  t o  t h e  1949 Geneva Conventions. 

Both U S  m i l i t a r y  law and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law p lace  c e r t a i n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  upon m i l i t a r y  commanders t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  
t r o o p s ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  law of war,  
and t o  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n .  Furthermore, many o f f e n s e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  law of war a r e  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  Uniform Code of 
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

The United S t a t e s ,  a s  a  c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n  and a s  a s i g n a t o r y  
of  Hague Convention No. I V  (1907) and i t s  Annex and t h e  f o u r  
Geneva Conventions of 1949, i s  o b l i g a t e d  t o  observe t h e  law of 
war, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e g e d  war cr imes,  and, i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  
c a s e s ,  t o  b r i n g  a l l e g e d  of fenders  t o  t r i a l .  

The term "war crime" i s  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  express ion  f o r  a 
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  law of war by any person o r  persons ,  m i l i t a r y  
o r  c i v i l i a n .  Every v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  law of war i s  a  war crime. , 

B. U N I T E D  STATES DIRECTIVES 

1. Pol icy  Guidance 

a .  General 

The m i l i t a r y  departments w i t h i n  t h e  Department of 
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Defense (DOD) have promulgated r e g u l a t i o n s  p rov id ing  guidance 
t o  m i l i t a r y  personnel  on customary and t r e a t y  law a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  t h e  conduct of warfare .  A s  noted p rev ious ly ,  t h e  law of 
land warfare  r e g u l a t e s  t h e  conduct of  armed h o s t i l e s  and i s  
i n s p i r e d  by t h e  d e s i r e  t o  diminish t h e  e v i l s  of war. 

Within t h e  guidance e s t a b l i s h e d - b y  DOD, each of t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  s e r v i c e s  has publ ished r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  both 
sources  of t h e  law o f ' w a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
regarding t h e  engagement, apprehension, and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  p r e s e n t  i n  a h o s t i l e  environment. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
t h e  Department of t h e  Army (DA) has d i r e c t e d  a c t i o n s  through 
t h e  chain  of command t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  US s o l d i e r  knows h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  conduct of  war t h a t  a r e  based on t h e  
r u l e s  of land warfare. '  This  i s  accomplished through t h e  pub- 
l i c a t i o n  system which s p e l l s  o u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e spons ib i -
l i t i e s .  

To accomplish t h e  r e q u i s i t e  t r a i n i n g ,  DA has de f ined  two 
broad o b j e c t i v e s  : 

(1) D e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  US n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  conduct of 
land warfare  t o  inc lude  t h e  r u l e s  and law of war. 

( 2 )  T ra in ing  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  
understands h i s  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  
of t h e  US n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .  

b. Geneva Conventions Tra in ing  

By Army Regulat ion (AR) 350-216, commanders a re .  re-
qu i red  t o  provide  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  i s  adequate t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
a l l  members of t h e i r  commands understand t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and t h e  
p rov i s ions  of  t h e  Geneva and Hague Conventions, which a r e  
b inding on t h e  United S t a t e s . [ 6 ]  This  t r a i n i n g  i s  designed 
t o  be conducted i n  a manner t h a t  w i l l  provide each i n d i v i d u a l  
wi th  an understanding of h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  under t h e  p rov i s ions  
of t h e s e  conventions t o  a f f o r d  humane t r ea tment  both  t o  p r i s o n e r s  
of war and t h e  enemy c i v i l i a n  popula t ion .  A s  a f i r s t  s t e p ,  
t h e  s o l d i e r  r e c e i v e s  i n  Bas ic  Combat Tra in ing  (BCT) an hour of  
i n s t r u c t i o n  based on Army Sub jec t  Schedule 21-18.[81 This  
s u b j e c t  schedule  is  publ ished t o  provide  uni formi ty  i n  t h e  
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  personnel  wi th  t h e  Geneva Conventions 
of 1949. The l e s s o n  o u t l i n e ,  t e x t  and p u b l i c a t i o n  r e f e r e n c e s ,  
and t r a i n i n g  f i lms  a r e  designed t o  provide t h e  r e q u i s i t e  back- 
ground and supplemental i n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l .  The scope of t h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  inc ludes  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p rov i s ions  of t h e  Geneva Con- 
vent ions  of 1949 and a d i s c u s s i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  d u t i e s ,  r i g h t s ,  
and o b l i g a t i o n s  thereunder .  



AR 350-216 a l s o  d i r e c t s  t h a t  commanders w i l l  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  each member of t h e i r  command r e c e i v e s  t r a i n i n g  i n  
t h e  conventions each 12-month pe r iod .  S u i t a b l e  e n t r i e s  w i l l  
be made annual ly  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  personnel  record  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  d a t e  t h a t  such i n s t r u c t i o n  was l a s t  completed. Q u a l i f i e d  
l e g a l  o f f i c e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  conduct t h i s  annual i n s t r u c t i o n .  

Therefore ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  r ece ives  t h e  founda t iona l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  and t h i s  t r a i n i n g  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  
updated on an annual  b a s i s  us ing  F i e l d  Manual (FM) 27-10, 
several DA pamphlets,  and c u r r e n t  t r a i n i n g  f i l m s .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1964, M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Command, Vietnam 
(MACV) d i r e c t i v e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  had been publ ished t h a t  per- 
t a i n e d  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ' s  d u t i e s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  under 
t h e  r u l e s  of  warfare .  Subsequently,  t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  were ex-
panded, updated, and c l a r i f i e d  a s  subord ina te  headquar ters  were 
a c t i v a t e d .  By  1967-68, d i r e c t i v e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  i n  
e f f e c t  t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  a l l  phases of m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  and 
t ' ra ining.  

Army personnel 'normally a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Republic of  Vietnam 
(RVN) a t  a replacement u n i t  where it was requ i red  by United 
S t a t e s  A r m y  Vietnam (USARV) Regulat ion 612-1 t h a t  a l l  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  would r e c e i v e ,  among o t h e r s ,  t h e  fo l lowing informat ion  
ca rds : 

(1) "The Enemy i n  Your Hands;" 

( 2 )  "Nine Rules ;" 

(3)  "Code of  Conduct;" and 

( 4 )  "Geneva Convention." 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  commissioned o f f i c e r s  would r e c e i v e  a c a r d  
e n t i t l e d  "Guidance f o r  Commanders i n  Vietnam." These c a r d s  
were t o  be kep t  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  possess ion  a t  a l l  t imes  
because of t h e  use fu lness  of t h e  informat ion  they conta ined.  

These ca rds  s t r e s s e d  h u ~ a n i t a r i a n  t r ea tment  and r e s p e c t  f o r  
t h e  Vietnamese people and s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  each i n d i v i d u a l  would 
comply wi th  t h e  Geneva Conventions of  1949. I n d i v i d u a l  methods 
of cap tu re ,  c a r e ,  and t r ea tment  w e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y -  inc luded  i n ;  
t h e  c a r d s . '  

c. Rules of  Engagement 

The r u l e s  of engagement (ROE) f o r  m i l i t a r y  opera t ions  
i n  Vietnam a r e  based on s p e c i f i c  a u t h o r i t y  granted  by t h e  J o i n t  



Chiefs  of S t a f f  (JCS). I n  1966, Commander, United S t a t e s  
M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command Vietnam (COMUSMACV) e s t a b l i s h e d  a  
po l i cy  of r e p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  ROE every 6  months t o  i n s u r e  maximum 
v i s i b i l i t y  t o  a l l  US personnel  dur ing  t h e i r  t o u r .  These ROE 
provided t h e  guidance f o r  t h e  conduct of combat opera t ions  
wi th in  RVN and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  p r a c t i c a b l e  means be e-rployed 
t o  l i m i t  t h e  r i s k  t o  t h e  l i v e s  and proper ty  of f r i e n d l y  fo rces  
and c i v i l i a n s .  

The c o n t r o l  of  combat opera t ions  and a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  
ROE p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  were ves ted  i n  t h e  
commander a t  each subord ina te  l e v e l  who, among o t h e r  responsi -  
b i l i t i e s ,  .was d i r e c t e d  t o  "use your  f i repower w i t h  c a r e  and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  populated a r e a s .  " j The 
chain of  command was t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  t o  
i n s u r e  s u c c e s s  i n  b a t t l e  wi th  t h e  minimum expendi ture  of  
resources .  The s o l d i e r  was regarded as  a  member of a  team r e s -  
ponsive t o  h i s  l e a d e r ,  y e t  r e spons ib le  f o r  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  ac t ions .  

Ear ly  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  magnitude of t h e  f i repower a v a i l -  
ab le  f o r  employment was recognized. The i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ' s  
r i f l e  f i r e  was supplemented by huge q u a n t i t i e s  of d i r e c t  and i n -  
d i r e c t  f i repower from a  l a r g e  v a r i e t y  of sources .  A l l  means of 
f i repower had t o  b e  c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and coordinated  t o  i n -  
s u r e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  y e t  proper ,  employment. F i r e  c o n t r o l  and 
coord ina t ing  elements  were organized a t  each l e v e l  o f  command 
down t o  and i n c l u d i n g  r i f l e  companies. These elements had t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  coord ina te  and c o n t r o l  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  means and 
sources of  s u p p o r t i n g  f i repower.  However, because t h e  v a r i e d  
sources  of  f i repower  had d i f f e r e n t  d e l i v e r y  means and accuracy, 
the  r u l e s  of  employment f o r  each va r i ed .  I t  was c l e a r  a t  an 
e a r l y  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  means of c o n t r o l  and t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  governed 
t h e  employment o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  and s i z e s  of ordnance 
were extremely impor tant .  

MACV D i r e c t i v e s  95-4 and 525-18 were i n  e f f e c t  i n  e a r l y  
1968. These r e g u l a t i o n s  d e a l t  wi th  combat o p e r a t i o n s  and, more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r o l  of f i repower d e l i v e r e d  by a r -
t i l l e r y ,  mortar ,  a i r ,  and naval  means. 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  95-4 s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  airpower should b e  
employed wi th  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of e l i m i n a t i n g  " i n c i d e n t s  invo lv ing  
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  noncombatants, and damage t o  c i v i l i a n  proper ty ."  

I n  o p e r a t i o n a l  p lanning of  b a t t a l i o n - l e v e l  opera t ions ,  it 
was requ i red  , t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  ground planning t o  provide  f o r  t h e  necessary 
coordinat ion  and c o n t r o l  of  t h e  f i repower a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  u n i t s .  

The s p e c i f i c  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and ROE f o r  US a i r c r a f t  i n  RVN 



were ampl i f i ed  i n  Annex D t o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  95-4 which d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  " a l l  p i l o t s  w i l l  endeavor t o  minimize noncombatant casual -  
t i e s  and c i v i l i a n  p roper ty  damage." . This  annex a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h a t  " i f  such a s  i nt h e  t a r g e t  invo lves  ~ ~ o r ~ c o m b a t a n t s ,  
a hamlet o r  v i l l a g e ,  whenever p o s s i b l e  a Republic of Vietnam A i r  
Force (RVNAF) obse rve r  w i l l  be aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and US-GVN- 
RVNAF approval  of f i r e  must be obta ined un less  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
c l e a r l y  p r e s e n t s  an immediate t h r e a t  t o  l i v e s  of t h e  crew." 

C e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  RVN were uninhabi ted  o r  had been i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  such by Government of Vietnam (GVN) a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  1966, 
c e r t a i n  of t h e s e  a r e a s  w e r e  des igna ted  a s  c l e a r e d  a r e a s  t o  a l l  
Free  World M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Forces (FWMAF) by t h e  GVN and 
became known a s  " f r e e  f i r e  zones." Simply s t a t e d ,  a f r e e  f i r e  
zone was a s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e l i n e a t e d  geographic a r e a ,  u s u a l l y  f r e e  
of any known populace, t h a t  had been p rev ious ly  approved f o r  use 
of a l l  means of f i r e  and maneuver. Such an a r e a  was c l e a r e d  f o r  
employment of f i repower un less  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  was 
given.  I n  1967 MACV rep laced  i t s  use wi th  t h e  term " s p e c i f i e d  
s t r i k e  zone (SSZ) ." An SSZ was de f ined  a s  " those  a r e a s  approved 
by a  province c h i e f  where s t r i k e s  may be conducted wi thout  
a d d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e . " l  

The c o n t r o l  of  a r t i l l e r y / m o r t a r  and nava l  g u n f i r e  suppor t  
w a s  d i r e c t e d  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-18. R e s t r i c t i v e  c o n t r o l s  were 
t o  be h e l d  t o  t h e  minimum necessary  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  and 
t h e i r  p roper ty  w e r e  n o t  des t royed o r  damaged.' This  
d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d ,  however, t h a t  f i r e  missions d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  
known o r  suspected  VC/NVA t a r g e t s  i n  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets  
occupied by noncombatants " w i l l  be" c o n t r o l l e d  by an observer  
and "executed only  a f t e r  Province Chief o r  D i s t r i c t  Chief 
approves a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  " Under c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i e d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
however, t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  d i a  a u t h o r i z e  s t r i k i n g  a r e a s  known t o  be 
i n h a b i t e d  by noncombatants. I t  s t a t e s :  "Vi l l ages  and hamlets  
may be  a t t acked  wi thout  p r i o r  warning i f  t h e  a t t a c k  is  i n  con-
junc t ion  wi th  a ground opera t ion  invo lv ing  maneuver of  ground 
f o r c e s  through t h e  a r e a ,  and i f  i n  t h e  judgment of  t h e  ground 
commander, h i s  mission would be jeopardized  by such warning." 

During t h e  1968 Tet  - o f f e n s i v e ,  Headquarters ,  MACV (Forward),  
i s s u e d  temporary modi f i ca t ions  t o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-18 f o r  
s p e c i f i c  purposes i n  des igna ted  a r e a s . o f  I Corps T a c t i c a l  Zone 
( I C T Z ) .  Some commanders were au thor ized  t o  a t t a c k  i n h a b i t e d  
a r e a s  wi th  weapons and f o r c e s  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i n s u r e  prompt 
r e s t r i c t i o n  of t h e  enemy. Even w i t h  t h e s e  temporary modifica- 
t i o n s ,  however, commanders w e r e  en jo ined  t o  e x e r c i s e  prudent  
judgment t o  p r o t e c t  noncombatants and p r i v a t e  p roper ty .  

d. Treatment of Noncombatants and P r i v a t e  Proper ty  

9-7 



MACV d i r e c t i v e s  i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  Son My 
opera t ion  d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  with t h e  s u b j e c t  of  minimizing non- 
combatant c a s u a l t i e s  and t h e  c o n t r o l  of  Vietnamese p roper ty ,  
captured  m a t e r i e l ,  and food supplies , .  These d i r e c t i v e s  were 
po l i cy  d i r e c t i v e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  combat opera t ions  i n  genera l .  

MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-3 d e a l t  wi th  minimizing noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s .  Noncombatants were g e n e r a l l y  desc r ibed  a s  t h e  "hap- 
l e s s  rice farmer and t h e  smal l  town i n h a b i t a n t ,  whether a t  any 
one time [he] l i v e s  i n  a VC o r  a GVN c o n t r o l l e d  h a k l e t "  n o t i n g  
t h a t  where he l i v e s  depends " t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  upon f a c t o r s  and 
f o r c e s  beyond h i s  c o n t r o l . " ,  Commanders were d i r e c t e d  t o  
c o n t r o l  f o r c e  and n o t  use "unnecessary f o r c e  l e a d i n g  t o  noncom- 
b a t a n t  b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a r e a  temporar i ly  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
VC." 

The e x e r c i s e  of r e s t r a i n t  by s o l d i e r s  t o  reduce t o  a  minimum 
the  c a s u a l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  on t h e  noncombatant populace was 
s t r e s s e d .  Commanders were d i r e c t e d  t o  "maintain and conduct a 
thorough and con t inu ing  program t o  emphasize both  t h e  s h o r t -  and 
long-range importance of minimizing noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s . "  
Troop i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  b r i e f i n g s  were t o  be h e l d  be fo re  each opera- 
t i o n .  Each b r i e f i n g  was t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  l q c a t i o n  of  noncombatants 
and o t h e r  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  measures t o  pre%ent mutual i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  
s a f e t y  p recau t ions  f o r  f i r e  c o n t r o l  suppor t ,  r u l e s  of engagement, 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and recogn i t ion  s i g n a l s ,  emergency procedures,  
and o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  ma t t e r s .  

Severa l  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t s  w e r e  covered i n  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i v e  : 

(1) The VC f u l l y  e x p l o i t  i n c i d e n t s  of  noncom-

b a t a n t  c a s u a l t i e s  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of p roper ty  by U S  

f o r c e s .  


(2 )  Commanders w i l l  cons ide r  t h e  psychologica l  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s .  Reconnaissance 

by f i r e  and poor ly  s e l e c t e d  h a r a s s i n g  f i r e s  a r e  

counterproduct ive  i n  t h e  long run.  


. ( 3 )  S p e c i f i e d  s t r i k e  zones should be con-

f i g u r e d  t o  exclude populated a r e a s .  


( 4 )  E s t a b l i s h e d  r u l e s  of good m i l i t a r y  con-

duc t  and d i s c i p l i n e  must be enforced.  


( 5 )  Implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  and SOP'S 

concerning t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  f i r e  c o n t r o l  suppor t  

and s a f e t y  p recau t ions  w i l l  be i s s u e d  by major 

commanders. Commanders w i l l  i n s u r e  d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n  t o  t h e  lowest  echelons.  




MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-9 e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i c i e s  and procedures 
f o r  c o n t r o l ,  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and safeguarding of p r i v a t e  p roper ty  
and food s u p p l i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  captured  m a t e r i e l  and s u p p l i e s  
dur ing  combat opera t ions .  Long-term US and GVN o b j e c t i v e s  w e r e  
s t r e s s e d  and con t inu ing  command emphasis was d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  
p r e c l u s i o n  of d e s t r u c t i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h i s  document d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of p r i v a t e  p roper ty  and s u p p l i e s  i s  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  GVN o f f i c i a l s  and t h a t  c i v i l i a n  dwel l ings  o r  
p r i v a t e  p roper ty ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  w i l l  n o t  be des t royed 
by US f o r c e s  except  a s  an unavoided consequence of combat a c t i o n s .  
I f  d e s t r u c t i o n  i s  t o  be accomplished a s  a d e n i a l  measure, such 
a c t i o n  w i l l  be l e f t  t o  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  RVNAF u n i t s .  

e .  Deta in ing I n d i v i d u a l s  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ca rds  p rev ious ly  mentioned, p o l i c y  
and guidance f o r  t h e  apprehensicq,  d e t e n t i o n ,  and t r e a t m e n t  o f .  
i n d i v i d u a l s  suspected  of h o s t i l e  a c t s  were covered i n  s e v e r a l  
MACV d i r e c t i v e s .  

The Combined Campaign Plan  f o r  1968 d i r e c t e d  prompt, 
thorough and e f f e c t i v e  sc reen ing ,  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  and d i s p o s i t i o n  
of suspected  enemy c i v i l i a n  personnel  captured  o r  de ta ined  by 
f r i e n d l y  fo rces .  The sc reen ing  process  was t o  b e  accomplished 
i n  sc reen ing  c e n t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  j o i n t l y  wi th  US and Vietnamese 
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  Screening and segrega t ion  
were t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  a s  e i t h e r  apparent  p r i s o n e r s  of 
war (PW's) , known VC i d e n t i f i e d  by b l a c k l i s t s ,  suspec ted  c i v i l  
defendants ,  o r  innocents .  Once an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s t a t u s  was 
determined,  t h e  Combined T a c t i c a l  Screening Centers  (CTSC) 
were t o  r e l e a s e  those  n o t  under susp ic ion .  Suspected c i v i l  
defendants  were t o  be  r e l e a s e d  t o  Vietnamese c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ( M I )  and ARVN 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  The s p e c i f i c s  of  t h e  sc reen ing  process  were 
covered i n  MACV D i r e c t i v e  381-46.' The value  of  human source  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  was desc r ibed  i n  MACV D i r e c t i v e  381-11. 

When an i n d i v i d u a l  was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a P W  i n  accordance wi th  
MACV D i r e c t i v e  381-46, c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  handl ing  procedures be- 
came e f f e c t i v e .  The MACV p o l i c y  and guidance f o r  t h e s e  pro- 
cedures w e r e  conta ined i n  MACV,Directive 190-3. This  document 
s t a t e d  t h a t  " a l l  personnel  de ta ined  by US-forces w i l l  be ex-
tended t h e  f u l l  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  Geneva Convention of  12 
August 1949." ' 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-5 d i r e c t e d  " p o l i c i e s  and procedures f o r  
determining whether personnel  i n  t h e  custody of  t h e  United S t a t e s  
who have committed b e l l i g e r e n t  a c t s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  p r i s o n e r s  
of war s t a t u s . "  During t h i s  de terminat ion ,  however, and whi le  



de ta ined ,  t h e  suspected  PW is  p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  Geneva Conventions. 
A r t i c l e  5 of t h e  Geneva Conventions " requ i red  t h a t  t h e  pro- 
t e c t i o n s  of t h e  Conventions be extended t o  a person who has 
committed a b e l l i g e r e n t  a c t  and whose e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  P r i s o n e r  
of War (PW) s t a t u s  i s  i n  doubt u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  h i s  s t a t u s  
has been determined by a competent t r i b u n a l . "  U n t i l  such 
time a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s t a t u s  has been determined,  t h e  Geneva 
Conventions and MACV D i r e c t i v e s  p rev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d  p r o t e c t  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  's r i g h t s .  

f .  War Crimes 

Combat opera t ions  dur ing  t h e  1968 T e t  -o f f e n s i v e  were 
repor ted  i n  a s e n s a t i o n a l  manner. A t  t i m e s ,  some r e p o r t s  and 
photographs purpor ted  t o  d e p i c t  a f l a g r a n t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  human 
l i f e ,  inhumane t r ea tment ,  and b r u t q l i t y  i n  t h e  handl ing  of 
d e t a i n e e s  and PW's. ' :  Because of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  on 21 Feb- 
ruary 1968, GEN Westmoreland wrote a pe r sona l  l e t t e r  t o  GEN Cao 
Van Vien, Chief of J o i n t  General S t a f f ,  RVNAF, r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  observing t h e  Geneva Conventions and t a k i n g  "ap- 
p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  those  who offend a g a i n s t  t h e  law of 
war. " A s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h i s  le t ter ,  GEN Westmoreland 
inc luaeu a copy of  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  message he had d i spa tched  t o  
a l l  US f o r c e s  concerning t h e  mis t rea tment  o f  d e t a i n e e s  and PW1s. 
This message, s igned by MG Walter T.  Kerwin, Jr., Chief of S t a f f  
MACV, d i r e c t e d  vigorous and immediate command a c t i o n  " t o  i n s u r e  
t h a t  a l l  personnel  a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  and observe s t r i c t l y  FM 
27-10, U C M J  [Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ]  A r t i c l e  93 ,  
Geneva Conventions r e l a t i v e  t o  t r ea tment  of PW ( A r t i c l e s  12 
through 1 2 1 ) ,  Geneva Conventions f o r  amel io ra t ion  of wounded 
and s i c k  armed f o r c e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  A r t i c l e s  12 ,  17 ,  and 50, 
and MACV D i r e c t i v e s  20-4, 27-5, and 190-3." The message a l s o  
reaf f i rmed t h a t :  "Al l  known, suspected  o r  a l l e g e d  war crimes 
o r  a t r o c i t i e s  committed by o r  against-  US personnel  w i l l  be i n -  
v e s t i g a t e d  IAW [ i n  accordance wi th]  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 has a s  a s t a t e d  purpose: "To provide  
uniform procedures f o r  . t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and p e r p e t u a t i o n  of e v i -  
dence r e l a t i v e  t o  war crimes i n c i d e n t s  and t o  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  
agencies r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  conduct of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f o r  
a l l e g e d  o r  apparent  v i o l a t i o n s  of  t h e  Geneva Conventions of 1 2  
August 1949 For t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  of War Vic t ims." '  

War crimes were de f ined  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  by r e f e r e n c e  ' t o  
FM 27-10. Paragraph 499 of FM 27-10 s t a t e s  " t h e  term war crime 
is  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  express ion  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  law of  war 
by any person o r  persons ,  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n .  Every v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  law of war i s  a war crime." (See a l s o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
27-5). 



D i r e c t i v e  20-4 f u r t h e r  e l a b o r a t e d  on t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of war 
c r imes  by s t a t i n g  i n  p a r t  t h a t  a  'g rave  breach '  of t h e  Geneva 
Conventions c o n s t i t u t e s  a  war crime. Some examples of ' grave 
breaches '  were expla ined (when committed a g a i n s t  persons  t ak ing  
no a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  members o f  armed 
fo rces  who l a i d  down t h e i r  arms and those  placed hors  de combat 
by s i c k n e s s ,  wounds, d e t e n t i o n ,  o r  any cause)  as  w i l f u l  k i l l i n q ,  
t o r t u r e ,  o r  inhumane t r ea tment ,  o r  w i l f u l l y  caus ing g r e a t  su f -  
f e r i n g  o r  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  t o  body o r  h e a l t h .  

The d i r e c t i v e  a l s o  provided d e t a i l e d  guidance t o  a l l  
personnel  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a l l e g e d  o r  apparent  war cr imes 
a g a i n s t  an i n d i v i d u a l  -who, i n  t h e  context  of t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  
was mis t re 'a ted  i n  any way subsequent t o  apprehension and/or 
de ten t ion .  The d i r e c t i v e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  i n  p a r t :  

a .  I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  having knowledge o r  r e c e i v i n g  a  r e p o r t  
of an i n c i d e n t  o r  an a c t  thought t o  be a  war crime 
t o  make such i n c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding 
o f f i c e r  as soon as p r a c t i c a b l e .  Personnel per -  
forming i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  
photographic,  grave r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  medical 
f u n c t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  
enemy, w i l l ,  i n  t h e  normal course  o f  t h e i r  duty ,  
make every  e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  commission of war 
crimes and w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  t o  t h e i r  
commanding o f f i c e r .  Persons d i scover ing  war cr imes 
w i l l  t a k e  a l l  reasonable  a c t i o n  under t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s  t o  p rese rve  phys ica l  evidence, t o  no te  
i d e n t i t y  of w i t n e s s e s  p r e s e n t ,  and t o  r ecord  (by 
photograph, ske tch ,  o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  n o t e s )  t h e  
circumstances and surroundings.  

b .  Commanders and MACV S t a f f  s e c t i o n s  

r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  of probable war crimes w i l l ,  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  any o t h e r  r equ i red  r e p o r t s ,  

r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t  a s  soon a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  t h e  

S t a f f  Judge Advocate, USPIACV, and w i l l  make 

p e r t i n e n t  c o l l a t e r a l  informat ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

t h e  a p p o i n t i n s  a u t h o r i t y  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

o f f i c e r s .  


c .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of a l l eged  o r  apparent  

war crimes w i l l  be  coordinated wi th  t h e  S t a f f  

Judge Advocate, USMACV. 


The appo in t ing  a u t h o r i t y  under t h e  d i r e c t i v e :  

a.  W i l l  appoint  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  



and, i f  app rop r i a t e ,  de s igna te  a  q u a l i f i e d  cr iminaa 

i n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  C I D  agent  a s  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n t .  t 


Upon r e c e i p t  of n o t i f i c a t i o n  of an a l l e g e d  o r  ap-

pa ren t  w a r  crime concerning a  member of h i s  command, 

one of t h e  fol lowing appoin t ing  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l ,  

w i th  a l l  d i spa t ch ,  appoint  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  

t o  prepare  and t r a n s m i t  t o  him a r e p o r t  of i nves t iga - 

t i o n .  


b. O f f i c e r s  who e x e r c i s e  General Court-mart ia l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  ( o r  t h e i r  des ignees)  a r e  appoin t ing  

a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  cases  involv ing  personnel  under t h e i r  

General Court-mart ia l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The Commanding 

General ,  Headquarters Detachment, US Army Element, 

USMACV ( o r  h i s  designee)  i s  t h e  appoin t ing  a u t h o r i t y  

f o r  cases  involv ing  US Army personnel  ass igned  t o  


' 

USMACV and any o t h e r  person be l i eved  t o  be a US ser-
viceman b u t  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  o r  o therwise  
provided f o r  by another  appoin t ing  a u t h o r i t y .  Commanders 
of b r igades  ( o r  t h e i r  designees)  ,who have Judge 
Advocate ass igned  t o  t h e i r  s t a f f ,  a r e  appoin t ing  
a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  cases  involv ing  personnel  of  t h e i r  
b r igades .  

MACV Di rec t ive  27-5 reaf f i rmed t h e  " p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  com-
mission of war crimes and r e l a t e d  a c t s "  and def ined ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
i l l u s t r a t e d ,  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a  war crime. I n  p a r t  some of t h e  
examples i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  included:  Maltreatment of 
p r i sone r s  of war o r  de t a inees ;  k i l l i n g  wi thout  t r i a l  s p i e s  o r  
o the r  persons who have committed h o s t i l e  a c t s ;  t o r t u r e  o r  in -
human t r ea tmen t  of a  p r i s o n e r  of war o r  de t a inee ;  and dep r iv ing  
PW's o r  de t a inees  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  a f a i r  t r i a l . [ ;  ' This  
d i r e c t i v e  was "app l i cab le  t o  a l l  US m i l i t a r y  p e r ~ o n n e l  and t o  
US c i v i l i a n  personnel  s e r v i n g  wi th  o r  accompanying t h e  armed fo rces  
i n  t he  f i e l d . "  Continuing, it s t a t e d  "Commission of any a c t  
enumerated...or c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  war crime i s  p r o h i b i t e d .  V io l a t ion  
of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  w i l l  be punishable  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  
provis ions  of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e . "  

The commission of a  war crime o r  t h e  knowledge of and 
f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  an a l l eged  war crime was thus  a punishable  
offense.  Reporting any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  could be construed a s  a 
war crime was mandatory. 

MACV Di rec t ive  335-1 d i r e c t s  t h e  procedures f o r  r e p o r t i n g  
" a l l  s e r i o u s  c r i m e s  o r  i n c i d e n t s  occu r r ing  w i t h i n  RVN involv ing  
US Forces personnel . "  A s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  i s  def ined  a s  "ariy 
i n c i d e n t  which may r e s u l t  i n  damaging p u b l i c  confidence i n  t h e  
US Armed Forces ."  A s p e c i f i c  example of a r e p o r t a b l e  s e r i o u s  
i n c i d e n t  i s  one " involv ing  de t a inees  and p r i s o n e r s  of war f o r  
which t h e  US has  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  under t h e  Geneva Conventions, 
i nc lud ing  dea th ,  mal t reatment ,  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y ,  r i o t s ,  and suc- 
c e s s f u l  escapes ."  

g. Reporting of  Inc iden t s .  
3 



The ve ry  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  RVN n e c e s s i t a t e d  
an inc reased  awareness of  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a c c i d e n t a l  i n j u r y  
t o  f r i e n d l y  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants. The f requen t  
employment of  massed f i repower from a  v a r i e t y  of sources  i n -  
creased t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of  misd i rec ted  ordnance i n c i d e n t s .  The 
i n t e r m i n g l i n g  o f  t h e  nonuniformed foe  and t h e  populace no t  only 
made p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  d i f f i c u l t  bu t  
a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a c c i d e n t a l  i n j u r y  o r  
dea th  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  some areas .  Ear ly  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  
t h e s e  f a c t o r s  and many o t h e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h i s  unique war 
caused g r e a t  concern a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  noncombatants and t h e  minimization of  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  those  
persons no t  d i r e c t l y  involved.  Fur the r ,  when i n c i d e n t s  invo lv ing  
e i t h e r  f r i e n d l y  m i l i t a r y  personnel  o r  c i v i l i a n  n a t i o n a l s  occurred ,  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and r e p o r t i n g  procedures were mandatory s o  t h a t  
proper  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  could be  i n i t i a t e d  immediately. 

I n  November 1966, MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-12 was f i r s t  publ ished 
and was subsequent ly  modified i n  November 1967. This d i r e c t i v e  
p resc r ibed  t h e  format f o r  r e p o r t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  even t s  wi thou t  
delay.  S i g n i f i c a n t  events  inc lude ,  b u t  a r e  not  l i m i t e d  to :  

1. A l l  i n c i d e n t s ,  a c c i d e n t a l  o r  d e l i b e r a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
d i s a s t e r s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  major proper ty  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  
l o s s  t o  f r i e n d l y  personnel ,  o r  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  wounding, 
o r  m i s t r e a t i n g  of f r i e n d l y  personnel  by U S ,  RVN, o r  
Free  World Forces.  

2. I n c i d e n t s  which could be d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  US/GVN r e -
l a t i o n s h i p .  Such i n c i d e n t s  inc lude ,  b u t  a r e  not  li-
mited t o ,  t h e  fo l lowing when caused by Americans: 

a. In ju ry ,  dea th ,  o r  m i s t r e a t i n g  of noncombatants 
o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  damage t o  Vietnamese proper ty  i n  t h e  
course  of  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions .  

b. R i o t s  o r  d i s o r d e r s  and involvement i n  c r imina l  
i n c i d e n t s  o f  a s e r i o u s  n a t u r e .  

c .  I n c i d e n t s  which, because of t h e i r  n a t u r e  o r  
t h e  personnel  involved,  reasonably may be  expected t o  
arouse p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  which a r e  of s u f f i c i e n t  i m -
por tance  t o  r e c e i v e  widespread p u b l i c i t y -  

I n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  were t o  be  followed by d e t a i l e d  and complete 
r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t e d  format .  

MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-1, a s  p rev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  
r e p o r t i n g  procedures  f o r  a l l  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  o r  crimes. Any 
i n c i d e n t  which could arouse  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o r  cause unfavorable 



p u b l i c i t y  r equ i red  r e p o r t i n g  under t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  and genera l ly  
covered t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned by MACV D i r -
e c t i v e  335-12. 

h.  M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Command, Vietnam (MACV) Emphasis 

MACV publ ished s e v e r a l  o t h e r  documents p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
US po l i cy  w i t h  regard  t o  ROE, t r ea tment  of Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s ,  
and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of war crimes. L e t t e r s ,  memoranda, and mes- 
sages emphasizing COMUSMACV's cbncern f o r  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s ,  and 
r e a f f i r m a t i o n s  of  MACV po l i cy  were publ ished on many occasions.  
In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  COP4USMACV command p o l i c y  f i l e  emphasized t h e s e  
s u b j e c t s .  A t  h i s  Commander ' s Conferences, COMUSI'IACV repea ted ly  
d iscussed t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  proper  t rea tment  of  Vietnamese na-
t i o n a l s  and proper  c o n t r o l  of f i repower .  For i n s t a n c e ,  on 28 
August 1966, GEN Westmoreland emphasized t h e  fol lowing:  

I have f i v e  p o i n t s  t o  cover b e f o r e  we conclude. 
A t  your desks  a r e  r u l e s  of engagement and procedures 
on c o n t r o l  o f  f i r e s  of  a l l  types .  It i s  extremely 
important  t h a t  we do a l l  we can t o  use  o u r  f i r e s  wi th  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  and avoid noncombatant b a t t l e  casual -
t ies.  This  i s  a very s e n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t ,  both l o c a l -
l y ,  and among our  own p r e s s  corps.  Unfor tunate ly ,  
we've had a r a s h  of i n c i d e n t s  caused by every th ing  
from mechanical f a i l u r e  t o  human e r r o r .  I would ap- 
p r e c i a t e  your  reviewing now, and your continued re -
view, of  your  s a f e t y  p recau t ions  and procedures on 
c o n t r o l  o f  f i r e s .  Make s u r e  your commanders a r e  thor -
oughly f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  appropr ia te  documents. 
Henceforth my s t a f f  w i l l  r epub l i sh  t h e s e  q u a r t e r l y ,  t o  
counter  l o s s  of f a m i l i a r i t y  through tu rnover  of person- 
n e l .  The percentage  of i n c i d e n t s  has  been minuscule; 
none the less ,  every c i v i l i a n  k i l l e d  i s  a  ca lami ty ,  and 
we must c u t  t h e  percentage  t o  t h e  minimum p o s s i b l e .  

On 3  December 1967, GEN Westmoreland c losed  h i s  Commander's 
Conference by d i r e c t i n g  each commander t o  reduce f i r i n g  a c c i -  
den t s ,  r e p o r t  a l l  acc iden t s / inc iden t s  d i r e c t  t o  MACV, and i n -  
s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t r o o p s  understand t h e  "Nine Rules" t h a t  govern 
t h e i r  conduct i n  RVN. Documentation of COMUSI'IACV p o l i c y  
and i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  was and i s  p l e n t i f u l .  

The n e c e s s i t y  f o r  subord ina te  commanders t o  implement t h e  
MACV d i r e c t i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a t e d  and impl ied  p o l i c i e s  was 
a l s o  emphasized. The chain  o f  command w i t h i n  t h e  MACV u n i f i e d  
command a f fo rded  t h e  means f o r  t h e  necessary d e l e g a t i o n  of  au-
t h o r i t y  t o  implement MACV p o l i c i e s .  Within t h e  chain o f  com-
mand, subordinate  u n i t s  usua l ly  publ ished d i r e c t i v e s  e l a b o r a t i n g  



upon t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  headquar ters  and i n s u r i n g  , 
t h a t  a t  t h e i r  lower l e v e l  o f  command t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  ass igned t o  them were f u r t h e r  implemented. An-
o t h e r  f a c t o r  used by subord ina te  headquar ters  i n  de termining ap- 
p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  requirement t o  implement t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of a 
h i g h e r  headquar ters  was t h e  mission ass igned t o  t h e  subord ina te  
u n i t .  

I n  t h e  case  of  USARV, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  absence of an oper-  
a t i o n a l  combat mission negated t h e  need f o r  combat opera t ions  
o r d e r s ,  whereas 111 Marine Amphibious Force (MAF) had a r equ i re -
ment f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  combat missions as  w e l l  as l o g i s t i c a l  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t  a c t i v i t i e s .  For d i r e c t i v e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  
t h a t  were a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  personnel  r e g a r d l e s s  of p o s i t i o n  o r  
mission,  t h e  subord ina te  headquar ters  ndght e l e c t  not  t o  pub l i sh  
a d u p l i c a t e  d i r e c t i v e  o r  r egu la t ion .  

I n  such i n s t a n c e s ,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  t h e  commander was ' 
then  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n s u r i n g  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  h i s  

' I  command w e r e  made aware of  t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  
' d i r e c t i v e  from h i g h e r  headquar ters  which p e r t a i n e d  t o  an i n d i -

v i d u a l ' s  a c t i o n s  o r  <nact ions.  The source  of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  
d i r e c t i v e  was t h e r e f o r e  n o t  l e g a l l y  impor tant ,  and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
f o r  a  subord ina te  u n i t  t o  r e p u b l i s h  each d i r e c t i v e  of a  h igher  
headquar ters  was not  absolu te .  

2 .  Implementing D i r e c t i v e s  

a.  United S t a t e s  Army, Vietnam (USARV) 

USARV, as  t h e  U S  Army component command headquar te r s ,  
published d i r e c t i v e s  n o t  only implementing MACV p o l i c y ,  b u t  a l s o  
i n i t i a t i n g  i n t e r n a l  po l i cy .  

Pol icy  and guidance f o r  a l l  echelons of  command i n  plan- 
n ing ,  conducting, and s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  o f  i n d i -  
v idua l s  and u n i t s  ass igned t o  o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  USARV a r e  publ ished 
i n  USARV Regulat ion 350-1, da ted  1 0  November 1967 . This regula-  
t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  t h e  p o l i c y  and guidance f o r  a l l  echelons of  com-
mand i n  planning,  conducting, and s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n -  
i n g  of i n d i v i d u a l s  and u n i t s  ass igned o r  a t t ached  t o  USARV. A l l  
u n i t s  were d i r e c t e d ,  as  a  minimum, t o  schedule o r i e n t a t i o n  and 
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a l l  replacements and t o  s t r i v e  t o  achieve 
t h e  completion of  DA mandatory t r a i n i n g  requirements .  In  t h i s  
regard ,  t h e  requirement f o r  annual r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
Geneva Conventions a s  p resc r ibed  by AR 350-216 was l i s t e d  as 
mandatory t r a i n i n g .  Tra in ing i n  t h e  r u l e s  of .land war and t h e  
handl ing  o f  PW's  and d e t a i n e e s  was requ i red  t o  be i n t e g r a t e d  i n  
,o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  a s  t h e  need f o r  such t r a i n i n g  was a s c e r t a i n e d .  



The s t a t u s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  u n i t  p ro f i c i ency  d i c t a t e d  t h e  f r e -  
quency and amount of t r a i n i n g  t o  b e  given. 

Procedures f o r  t h e  i ssuance  of t h e  guidance cards  t o  i n d i -
v idua l s  were found i n  USARV Regulation 612-1. This r e g u l a t i o n  
a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i c y  w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  possess ion  of  i n f o r -
mation ca rds  by a l l  US Army personnel  assigned t o  Vietnam. I t  
s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  upon a r r i v a l  a t  e i t h e r  of t h e  replacement b a t t a l -  
ions ,  a l l  incoming o f f i c e r  and e n l i s t e d  personnel  would r e c e i v e  
t h e  informat ion  ca rds  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands, " "Tips 
on VC Mines and Booby Traps, I' "Nine Rules , "  "Standing Orders ,  
Rogers ' Rangers, " "Tips on t h e  M-16 Rif l e ,  " "Code of Conduct, " 
and "Geneva Convention. " These cards  con ta in  informat ion  
u s e f u l  i n  t h e  performance of t h e  d u t i e s  ass igned t o  t h e  person- 
ne l  assigned t o  USARV. Each i n d i v i d u a l  was t o  keep t h e s e  ca rds  
i n  h i s  possess ion  a t  a l l -  t imes. 

USARV implemented t h e  MACV D i r e c t i v e  (3 35-12 ) p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
a r t i l l e r y  - i n c i d e n t s  by pub l i sh ing  USARV Regulat ion 527-7. This  
r egu la t ion  provided t h e  same type  informat ion  as t h e  MACV 335-12 
e x c e p t  t h a t  r e p o r t s  were t o  be  immediately e l e c t r o n i ' c a l l y  t r a n s -  
mi t ted  d i r e c t  t o  USARV, and followup i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  ( e i t h e r  f o r -  
mal o r  in fo rmal )  were t o  b-e submit ted w i t h i n  15 days t o  Head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  USARV. CG, America1 Divis ion ,  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  c i t e d  
as a r e c i p i e n t  of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e .  

MACV p o l i c y  w i t h  regard  t o  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t s  (SIR) 
was implemented a t  USARV by Regulat ion 335-6. Major commanders 
subord ina te  t o  USARV were d i r e c t e d  t o  r e p o r t  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  
(de f ined)  d i r e c t  t o  CG, USARV. Def in i t ions  of s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  
contained i n  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  were provided,  and i n i t i a l  re-
p o r t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e r i m  and f i n a l  r e p o r t s ,  were requ i red  i n  a 
s p e c i f i c  format.  

USARV a l s o  publ ished r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  provided implementing 
po l i cy  f o r  t h e  evacuat ion ,  process ing ,  and accounting f o r  de- 
t a i n e d  personnel  (USARV Regulation 190-2). This  r e g u l a t i o n  a l s o  
d i r e c t e d  t h a t  de ta ined  personnel  would b e  provided humane t r e a t -  
ment under t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h e  Geneva Conventions. 

USARV apparent ly  d i d  n o t  p u b l i s h  an implementing d i r e c t i v e  
t o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 ;  however, t h i s  MACV r e g u l a t i o n  was a p p l i -
cable  throughout  t h e  chain  of command and d i d  i n  f a c t  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  b a s i s  and requirement  t o  inform each i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  
wi th in  RVN of  h i s  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

b .  I11 Marine Amphibious Force (111M A F )  

I11 MAF was an o p e r a t i o n a l  headquar ters  subord ina te  t o  



MACV. The Americal Div i s ion  was ass igned t o  USARV f o r  adminis- 
t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t ,  and, i n  A p r i l  1967, was d i r e c t e d  
t o  r ece ive  o p e r a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n  from I11 MAF. Formally, t h e  
Americal Divis ion  was under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  (OPCON) of 
I11 MAF. I11 MAF publ ished an e x t e n s i v e  set  o f  f o r c e  o rde r s  and 
I Corps coord ina t ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  provided guidance and 
p o l i c y  t o  t h e  US Marine f o r c e s ,  and o t h e r  US f o r c e s  i n  ICTZ i n -
c lud ing  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  

D i r e c t i v e s  publ ished by 111 ElAF covered t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
Geneva Conventions (Force Order 1570.1A) a s  w e l l  a s  o p e r a t i o n a l /  
r e p o r t i n g  mat te r s .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  were publ ished by 111 MAF tha t .  
were designed b o t h  t o  prevent  and t o  p r e s c r i b e  c e r t a i n  conduct 
which was i n i m i c a l  t o  t h e  accomplishment of t h e  mission of US 
f o r c e s  in,Vietnam. This d i r e c t i v e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  "Nine 
Rules" f o r  personnel  i n  RVN s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  i n  conc i se  te rms,  t h i s  
card  was t h e  s t a n d a r d  of  conduct r equ i red  o f  a l l  US personnel .  

The c o n t r o l  of f i repower i n  I C T Z  was d i r e c t e d  by 111 MAF 
Force Order 3330.1 implementing and r e f e r e n c i n g  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
525-18. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  a SSZ w e r e  inc luded as w e l l  a s  t h e  re -
s t r i c t i o n s  p rev ious ly  quoted (MACV 525-18) f o r  t h e  conduct of 
f i r e  by a r t i l l e r y ,  mor tar ,  o r  nava l  weapons. Inhabi ted  a r e a s  
could be  f i r e d  upon " i f ,  i n  t h e  judgment of t h e  ground cormnander? 
h i s  mission would be  jeopardized"  by warning. This  111 MAF Force 

, Order was t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  s t a n d i n g  opera t ing  procedure (SOP) as  
, w e l l  a s  have " t h e  fo rce  of  a  USMACV Di rec t ive .  ,' 

The ROE were s p e c i f i e d  i n  Force Order 3121.5 which recog-
nized t h a t  t h e  requirements  f o r  c o n t r o l  of f i repower were g r e a t e r  
than  e v e r  be fo re .  I t  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  "on t h e  o t h e r  hand, maximum e f -  
f e c t i v e n e s s  must be  achieved i n  opera t ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  VC; on 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, a consc ien t ious  e f f o r t  must be  made t o  minimize 
b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  among noncombatants and d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e i r  
proper ty .  I11 E4AF s t r e s s e d  t h e  need f o r  i n a i v i d u a l  r e -
s p o n s i b i l l t y  and awareness a t  t h e  lowest l e v e l s .  The d e c i s i o n s  
made were recognized a s  r e q u i r i n g  "keen, s w i f t ,  d e c i s i v e  a n a l y s i s  
of t h e  f a c t o r s  involved and must be based on a thorough under- 
s t a n d i n g  of t h e  l e g a l  and moral p r i n c i p l e s  concerned" e s p e c i a l l y  
when d e a l i n g  wi th  both noncombatants and PW's. 111 MAF ' 

Force Order 3460.3 s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t s  t h a t  "Nu v io lence  w i l l  
be done t o  t h e i r  l i f e  o r  person,  no ou t rages  of any k ind commit- 
t e d  upon them, and, pending d e l i v e r y  t o  h igher  headquar te r s ,  t h e  
wounded and s i c k  w i l l  be  cared  f o r .  

Process ing ,  sc reen ing ,  c l a s s i f y i n g ,  accounting,  and evacu-
a t i n g  PW's a r e  thoroughly d i scussed  i n  Force Order 3451.2A which 
inc ludes  d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  t o  be accorded i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  p r i o r  t o  determining t h a t  they  a r e  PW's. 



War crimes i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  requirements 
implementing MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 a r e  publ ished i n  Force Order 
5820.1. 

Ser ious  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t i n g  was d i r e c t e d  by I11 MAF I Corps 
Coordinat ing I n s t r u c t i o n  5830.1A. This  document r e f e r r e d  t o  
MACV D i r e c t i v e s  335-1 and 335-12, and r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  requ i re -  
ment f o r  "immediate r e p o r t s  t o  h i g h e r  headquar ters  o f .  any i n -  
c i d e n t  t h a t  r e s u l t s  i n  death  o r  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  t o  f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s  o r  noncombatants. " 

c. Americal Divis ion  

The Americal Divis ion ,  i n i t i a l l y '  TF Oregon, was respon-
s i v e  t o  I11 MAF r e g u l a t i o n s  a f t e r  be ing p laccd under t h e  opera- 
t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of  I11 MAF on 22  Apr i l  1967. ' Addi t iona l ly ,  
t h e  Americal Divis ion  was a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  s ~ n n y d i n a t e  t o  USARV. 
Both I11 MAF and USARV were w e l l  organized,  and, a s  previous ly  
i n d i c a t e d ,  had publ ished many d i r e c t i v e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  ROE, re-
qu i red  r e p o r t s ,  minimizing noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  requirements ,  and war crimes i n v e s t i g a t i v e  procedures.  
These d i r e c t i v e s  were d i r e c t l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  Americal Divi-  
sion. 

TF Oregon publ ished Regulat ion 335-6 on 2 1  Wxrch 1967. This  
d i r e c t i v e  requ i red  immediate r e p o r t s  i n  a  p r e s c r i b e d  format f o r  
s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s ,  which were de f ined  and i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  
same manner a s  i n  MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-1 and USARV Regulat ion 
335-6. The TF Oregon d i r e c t i v e  se rved  as d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  po l i cy  
guidance f o r  Americal Divis ion  t roops  a t  t h e  time of t h e  Son My 
i n c i d e n t .  

Divis ion  p o l i c y  w i t h  re fe rence  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  of  f i repower 
was publ ished a s  Americal Regulat ion 525-4 on 16 March 1968. 
This r e g u l a t i o n  referenced MACV D i r e c t i v e s  95-4, 525-3, 525-9, 
and 525-18. Although t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  was no t  published u n t i l  1 6  
March 1968, test imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Americal Regulat ion 525-4 
was w r i t t e n ,  s t a f f e d ,  and coordinated  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Son Ply i n c i -  
dent ;  and t h e  p o l i c i e s  s t i p u l a t e d  t h e r e i n  w e r e  we l l  known wi th in  
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  This  r e g u l a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  no i n d i c a t i o n ,  however, 
t h a t  it was in tended t o  supersede e a r l i e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  of e i t h e r  
TF Oregon o r  t h e  Americal Divis ion .  The s p e c i f i c s  of Americal 
Regulation 525-4 i n c l u d e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of a r e a s ,  e .  g. SSZ, guid-
ance concerning t h e  conduct and c o n t r o l  of f i repower ,  t h e  neces-  
s i t y  f o r  minimizing f r i e n d l y  and noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  and 
t h e  requirement f o r  subord ina te  u n i t s  t o  develop SOP'S and i m -
plementing i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

The TF Oregon SOP was t h e  primary d i r e c t i v e  i n  e f f e c t  
throughout 1967 and e a r l y  1968 p rov id ing  guidance and p o l i c y  t o  
subord ina te  h i t s .  The Americal Divis ion  apparent ly  d i d  not  
p u b l i s h  many r e g u l a t o r y  d i r e c t i v e s  dur ing  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of 
formation and o rgan iza t ion .  The SOP i s  d a t e d  2 1  March 1967 and 
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d i d  provide ,  i n  one volume, s p e c i f i c  procedures concerning op- 
e r a t i o n s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  personnel  and admin i s t r a t ion ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  
and o t h e r  ma t t e r s .  D i r e c t  r e fe rence  was made i n  t h i s  document 
t o  minimizing c a s u a l t i e s  / f r i e n d l y  and -noncombatant ) and hand- 
l i n g  of d e t a i n e e s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  'requirement f o r  s p o t  r e -
p o r t i n g  was covered i n  some d e t a i l  and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  s p o t  r e -
p o r t s  be made e x p e d i t i o u s l y  i n  a  p resc r ibed  format. 

A s  TF Oregon became t h e  Americil Divis ion ,  t h e  SOP was aug-
mented by d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  covered t h e  ,areas of  i n -  
t e r e s t  involved i n  t h e  111 F4AFI USARV, and MACV d i r e c t i v e s .  On 
1 December 1967, Americal Divis ion  A r t i l l e r y  published a  SOP 
which provided r o u t i n e  and r e c u r r i n g  f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures 
w i  .hin t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  ass igned o r  a t t ached  t o  t h e  Americal 
D: d s i o n .  Clearance f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  i n  o r  nea r  i n h a b i t e d  

a e a s  was i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  ROE s t i p u l a t e d  by I11 P4AF and 

-WCV d i r e c t i v e s ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  r equ i red  s p o t  r e p o r t s  t o  be  

rendered wi thout  de lay  i n  t h e  even t  of heavy f r i e n d l y  o r  c i v i l - 

i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  occur r ing  i n  s h o r t  pe r iod  of time. Supplemen-

t i n g  t h i s  SOP, t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  commander i s s u e d  s e v e r a l  

d i r e c t i v e s  f u r t h e r  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  requirement f o r  r e p o r t s  of 

a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  o r  misd i rec ted  ordnance. 


U n t i l  15 A p r i l  1968, t h e  Americal Divis ion  opera ted  under 

t h e  TF Oregon SOP of March 1967. On 15 Apr i l  1968, t h e  Americal 

Divis ion  publ ished a  SOP o f  t h e i r  own. Therea f t e r ,  o t h e r  d i r -  

e c t i v e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  messages, and l e t t e r s  were i s s u e d  supple-  

menting t h o s e  i n  e f f e c t  and p rov id ing  implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  

f o r  t h o s e  of h i g h e r  headquar ters .  I t  was only by mid-1968 t h a t  

t h e  Americal Divis ion  achieved, t o  a reasonable degree ,  an ade-

q u a t e  s e r i e s  o f  p o l i c y  guidance d i r e c t i v e s .  


d .  l l t h  Brigade 

The 11 th  Brigade developed a SOP dur ing  t h e i r  organiza-  
t i o n  phase i n  Hawaii. I n  September 1967, p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  deploy- 
ment t o  RVN, t h e  b r i g a d e  rece ived a copy of  t h e  Americal SOP 
(presumably t h e  TF Oregon SOP) and o the r  p e r t i n e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  
t h a t  provided t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  and documentation p o l i c i e s  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  A s  p rev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  subord ina te  u n i t s  
of t h e  1ltL1dr igade  were s u b j e c t e d  t o  an a c c e l e r a t e d  t r a i n i n g  
program from l a t e  A p r i l  u n t i l  deployment on o r  about 4 December 
1967, and, t h e r e f o r e ,  d i d  no t  develop d e t a i l e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  con-
ce rn ing  o p e r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  RVN. 

Soon a f t e r  deployment, however, t h e  l l t h  Brigade was committed 
t o  combat opera t ions .  . A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  11th Brigade o p e r a t i o n a l  
d i r e c t i v e s  were p r a c t i c a l l y  nonexis tent  except f o r  t h e  SOP deve- 
loped dur ing  t r a i n i n g .  According t o  t h e  test imony,  t h i s  SOP 
was i n .  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  although t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
d a t e  was n o t  i n d i c a t e d .  The SOP was a p p l i c a b l e  t o  f i e l d  combat 

h -



opera t ions  i n  a counterinsurgency environment. 

The ROE i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  11th  Brigade SOP were genera l ly  i n  
accordance wi th  MACV guidance. The SOP s t a t e d :  

b. Missions a g a i n s t  known o r  suspected  NVA/VC 

t a r g e t s  i n  hamlets and v i l l a g e s  occupied by noncom-

b a t a n t s  w i l l  be conducted a s  fol lows:  


(1) A l l  f i r e  missions on hamlets o r  v i l -  

l ages  w i l l  be c o n t r o l l e d  by an a i r b o r n e  o r  ground 

observer  (FO) and w i l l  be executed only a f t e r  t h e  

t a r g e t  has  been dec la red  h o s t i l e  by GVN, Bde FSCC 

[Brigade F i r e  Support Coordinat ion Center]  and/or 

Bn Arty LNO [Lia ison O f f i c e r ] .  


( 2 )  Hamlets o r  v i l l a g e s  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  

wi th  ground opera t ions  w i l l  n o t  be a t t a c k e d  by gun-

f i r e  wi thout  p r i o r  warning (by l e a f l e t s  and/or 

speaker  systems o r  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  means) even 

though l i g h t  f i r e  i s  rece ived  from them. 


(3)  H a m l e t s  and v i l l a g e s  may be a t t a c k e d  
wi thout  p r i o r  warning i f  t h e  a t t a c k  i s  i n  conjunct ion  
with a ground opera t ion  invo lv ing  t h e  movement of 
ground f o r c e s  throughout t h e  a r e a ,  and i f ,  i n  t h e  
judgment of t h e  ground commander (Bn o r  h i g h e r ) ,  
h i s  mission would be  jeopardized by such warnings. 

c .  A l l  missions f i r e d  on t a r g e t s  o r  t a r g e t  

a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  waters  of RVN must be 

c l e a r e d  by t h e  Bde FSCC (c lea rance  from GVN S e c t o r  

US Advisor r e q u i r e d )  . 


d. F r e e - f i r e  a r e a s  a r e  coordinated  wi th  t h e  
sec to r / subsec to r  US adv i so r  and h i s  VN c o u n t e r p a r t ,  
t h e  p r o v i n c e / d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  The p r o v i n c e / d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f i r i n g  i n t o  
these  a reas .  

e. Temporary f r e e - f i r e  a r e a s  may be n e g o t i a t e d  
f o r  a s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and a r e  normally more r e s t r i c t i v e .  

Considerable emphasis was p laced on minimizing noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s .  The SOP d i r e c t e d  t h a t  "maximum e f f o r t  w i l l  be made 
t o  minimize noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  dur ing  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions"  
and " t roops  w i l l  be informed of t h e  importance of minimizing 
c a s u a l t i e s  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p roper ty ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i v e -  
s tock .  " 

The SOP f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  d e t a i n e e s  w e r e  t o  be prop- 
e r l y  processed by s t a t i n g  t h a t  " a l l  personnel  captured  by US 
fo rces  a s  enemy o r  suspected  enemy s h a l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a 
de ta inee  u n t i l  h i s  s t a t u s  i s  determined by a b r igade  i n t e r r o -  
ga to r"  a s  a PW, c i v i l  defendant ,  r e t u r n e e ,  o r  d o u b t f u l  case .  ' .  .: 
The p o l i c y  f o r  handl ing  of d e t a i n e e s  was t o  be  i n  accordance 
wi th  MACV D i r e c t i v e s  20-5 and 190-3. 



Although no r e f e r e n c e  i s  made t o  r e p o r t i n g  a l l e g e d  o r  ap-
pa ren t  war cr imes,  t h e  requirement f o r  s p o t  r e p o r t i n g  of i n c i -
d e n t s  i s  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  SOP. Reporting o f  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  
was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  l l t h  Brigade Regulation 1-3, da ted  31 March 
1967. The i n c i d e n t s  d i r e c t e d  t o  b e  repor ted  by t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  
inc luded "deaths  from o t h e r  than n a t u r a l  cause t o  i n c l u d e  d e a t h s  
of fo re ign  n a t i o n a l  ~ e r s o n n e l  when US Army personnel  o r  equip-
ment a r e  involved."  These r e p o r t s  were t o  be submit ted t o  
t h e  Brigade S1. 

On 30 January 1968, t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e ' w a s  
published e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  " c r i t e r i a  f o r  engaging t a r g e t s  by 
d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  f i r e  i n  combat o p e r a t i o n s . "  This  11 th  
Brigade Regulat ion,  525-1, d i r e c t e d  t h e  ROE f o r  t he  organic  
f i repower a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  .the l l t h  Brigade. The ROE f o r  
a r t i l l e r y ,  mor tar ,  nava l  g u n f i r e ,  and a i r c r a f t ,  a s  d i r e c t e d  by 
MACV and t h e  l l t h  Brigade SOP, were r e i t e r a t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  was provided d e f i n i t i v e  ROE by t h i s  
r e g u l a t i o n .  I t  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  employment of smal l  arms 
and automatic  weapons, t h e  utmost c a r e  must be exerc i sed  t o  
minimize noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and proper ty  damage. Speci-
f i c a l l y ,  t h e  s o l d i e r  w a s  d i r e c t e d  by t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  enemy b e f o r e  engaging: 

Personnel  who a t tempt  t o  evade and a r e  i d e n t -  
f i e d  a s  members of  NVA o r  VC Forces by t h e  wearing 
of  a  uniform, web g e a r  o r  pack and/or have posses-  
s i o n  of a  weapon may b e  engaged. Every at tempt 
w i l l  be  made t o  h a l t  t h e s e  personnel  by g i v i n g  t h e  
command h a l t  (Dung L a i )  and f i r i n g  warning s h o t s  
overhead. I f  a t t empts  t o  h a l t  evading personnel  
f a i l  they  w i l l  t hen  be  engaged by f i r e  wi th  i n t e n t  
t o  wound by f i r i n g  a t  lower e x t r e m i t i e s .  The wounded 
c a p t i v e  w i l l  t h e n  be t r e a t e d  and evacuated as  rap-
i d l y  as  p o s s i b l e  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n - o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
he may possess .  

The requirement t o  minimize c a s u a l t i e s  and p roper ty  damage 
i n  t h e  employment o f  a l l  forms of  f i repower was adequately pre-  
sen ted  by t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n .  Following h igher  headquar ters  gui -  
dance, commanders were d i r e c t e d  t h a t :  

Immediately fo l lowing t h e  a t t a c k  of areas  i n - 

h a b i t e d  by noncombatants, t h e  f o r c e  commander w i l l  

i n s u r e  t h a t  an exp lana t ion  i s  given t o  t h e  populace 

of t h e  need f o r  f i r i n g ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  

t h e  enemy fo rced  t h e  a c t i o n .  


I f  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  occur r e g a r d l e s s  of 

sa feguards ,  medical t rea tment  and evacuat ion  should 

be provided by t h e  respons ib le  commander, s u b j e c t  

t o  t a c t i c a l  cons ide ra t ions  and resources  a v a i l a b l e .  


Every p o s s i b l e  safeguard  s h o r t  of endangering 



f r i e n d l y  l i v e s  w i l l  be  used t o  avoid noncombatant 

c a s u a l t i e s  and i n d i f f e r e n c e  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  de- 

s t r u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  proper ty  when such a c t i o n  i s  

be ing conducted i n  populated a reas .  


I n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  appear t o  be  a t tempt ing  t o  e s -  

cape o r  evade may be  f r igh tened ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  

The commander on t h e  s i t e  must e x e r c i s e  judgment as  

t o  whether t o  engage t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  not .  The 

commander must base  h i s  dec i s ions  on h i s  o v e r a l l  

knowledge of t h e  a r e a ,  s i t u a t i o n ,  mission,  and 

s a f e t y  of h i s  command. 


This  r e g u l a t i o n ,  which had been publ ished i n  l a t e  January 
1968, provided t h e  i n i t i a l  framework which guided t h e  a c t i o n s  
of subord ina te  elements  o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. During t h e  e a r l y  
months o f . 1 9 6 8 ,  however, t h e  b r igade  depended p r i m a r i l y  upon 
t h e  SOP f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  guidance, p o l i c y ,  and d i r e c t i o n .  

I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  on 16 March 1968, t h e  personnel  w i t h i n  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  and respons ib le  f o r  no t  only 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  va r ious  d i r e c t i v e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  pub- 
l i s h e d  by MACV, USARV, I11 MAF, and t h e  America1 Div i s ion  b u t  
a l s o  those  conta ined i n  t h e i r  own SOP. Implementation of  t h e  
broad SOP guidance which was l a t e r  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  l l t h  Brigade 
r e g u l a t i o n s  was, a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  Son My opera t ion ,  r e s t i n g  
on t h e  shou lde r s  of  t h e  l e a d e r s  w i t h i n - t h e  br igade .  The need 
f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  l eadersh ip ,  mature judgment, sound a n a l y t i c a l  
d e c i s i o n s ,  and e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  combat a c t i o n s  was c l e a r l y  
ev iden t .  

3 .  	 Analysis  

a .  	 Employment of Firepower and Safeguarding of 

Noncombatants 


From t h e  o u t s e t  o f  US involvement,  Headquarters MACV 
recognized t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  i n  Vietnam must 
be c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  a t  a l l  t imes.  The very n a t u r e  o f  counter-
insurgen t  war fa re  genera l ly  precluded t h e  massing of f i repower 
un less  t h e  t a r g e t  was w e l l  away from i n h a b i t e d  a reas  o r  p o s i t i v e  
t a r g e t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  could be  achieved. The US soon a t t a i n e d  a 
v a s t  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  f i repower t h a t  could be p roper ly  e x p l o i t e d  
only when t h e  eLusive f o e  allowed himsel f  t o  be caught i n  t h e  
open and away from t h e  populace. However, t h e  t a c t i c  genera l ly  
used by t h e  VC/NVA i n  t h e i r  a t tempt  t o  negate  t h e  U S  f i repower 
advantage was t o  in te rming le  themselves wi th  t h e  Vietnamese c i v i -
l i a n  popula t ion .  

Recognizing t h a t  a l ack  of p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  of  f i repower i n  
such circumstances would no t  be  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  U S  
e f f o r t s  i n  Vietnam, MACV developed and promulgated ex tens ive  ROE 



and command d i r e c t i v e s  governing . t h e  employment of f i repower  by 
ground, nava l ,  and a i r  f o r c e s  i n  Vietnam. By such d i r e c t i v e s ,  
MACV e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  safeguarding of t h e  l i v e s  and proper-  
t y  of noncombatants was a  ma t te r  of prime importance t o  a l l  e l e -  
ments of  t h e  command. MACV d i r e c t i v e s  governing t h e  use  of f i r e -
power were c o n s t a n t l y  updated, expla ined,  and c l a r i f i e d ;  and 
from 1965 t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e  p o l i c y  they s e t  f o r t h  has  been con-
s i s t e n t  i n  adhering t o  t h e  humane s tandard  of p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c i -  
v i l i a n s  wi th in  t h e  combat zone. Other MACV d i r e c t i v e s  i n  e f f e c t  
dur ing  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  provided guidance and p o l i c y  wi th  re-
s p e c t  t o  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t i n g  and s p o t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a l s o  
were c l e a r l y  adequate i n  q u a n t i t y  and scope. A t  t h e  same t ime,  
MACV c o n s i s t e n t l y  recognized t h a t  c o r r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  
p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  Vietnam environment r equ i red  a high c a l i b r e  of 
l e a d e r s h i p  and a s p e c i a l  degree of judgment and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

MACV D i r e c t i v e s  95-4 and 525-18, which were i n  f o r c e  i n  
March 1968, provided t h e  ROE and r e i t e r a t e d  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  ob- 
j e c t i v e s  previous ly  descr ibed.  The n e c e s s i t y  was c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  
f o r  a l l  commanders t o  e x e r c i s e  prudent  judgment and r e s t r a i n t  i n  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  f i repower  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o l i c i e s  and 
missions of FWMAF. Subordinate  headquar te r s ,  i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  
implemented t h e  MACV p o l i c i e s  wi th  d e f i n i t i v e  and s p e c i f i c  r u l e s  
more a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s .  I n  a few c a s e s ,  
t h e  subord ina te  headquar ters  modified t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e s .  Many 
of t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e s  should n o t  have been modified nor  imple-
menting r e g u l a t i o n s  publ ished by subord ina te  headquar te r s .  MACV 
p o l i c y  d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  ROE, t h e  procedures f o r  
handl ing  of d e t a i n e e s  and PW's, and t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  need t o  mini- 
mize c a s u a l t i e s  were a p p l i c a b l e  wi thout  modif ica t ion  o r  amplify-
i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  The Inqu i ry ,  dur ing  i t s  v i s i t  t o  South Viet-  
nam, noted t h a t  s e v e r a l  of t h e  more r e c e n t  MACV d i r e c t i v e s  inc lude  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  prec luding any modif ica t ion  o r  implementing d i r e c -  
t i v e s  by subord ina te  commands. 

I t  should be noted ,  however, t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of judgment 
demanded by COMUSMACV dur ing  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  was re -
t a i n e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of subord ina te  commands. A l l  such d i -  
r e c t i v e s  emphasized t h a t  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  and prudent  judgment 
had t o  be e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of f i repower.  By regu- 
l a t i o n ,  l o c a l  commanders were requ i red  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  sub- 
o r d i n a t e s  were t r a i n e d  i n  and c o n t r o l l e d  by the  ROE a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  MACV p o l i c y  t o  minimize s e n s e l e s s  des t . ruc t ion  and needless  
c a s u a l t i e s  dur ing  a l l  combat opera t ions .  The p o l i c i e s  were 
c l e a r l y  de f ined  charging a l l  commanders wi th  t h e  t a s k s  of t r a i n -
i n g ,  d i r e c t i n g ,  and c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e i r  subord ina tes ,  and t h e  re -
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  o r d e r s  and a c t i o n s  of t h e i r  commands. 

b.  Reporting of War Crimes 

The term war crime i s  a t e c h n i k a l  express ion  bf a  vio- 



l a t i o n  of t h e  law o f  war by any i n d i v i d u a l  -- every v i o l a t i o n  of 
t h e  law of war i s  def ined as  a  war crime. The s o l d i e r  r e c e i v e s  
t r a i n i n g  i n  war crime d e f i n i t i o n s  and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n i t i a l l y  
i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  and annual ly  t h e r e a f t e r  a t  u n i t  l e v e l .  He i s  
taught  t h a t  war crimes a r e  no t  condoned.and a r e  a  punishable 
of fense .  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  war crimes -- o r  
an i n c i d e n t  o r  a c t  thought  t o  be  a  war crime -- were t o  be re -
por ted  and i n v e s t i g a t e d .  This d i r e c t i v e  provided d e f i n i t i o n s  
and examples of war crimes i n  add i t ion  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t i n g  
t h a t  any i n d i v i d u a l  having knowledge of any a c t  thought t o  be a 
war crime had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  a c t  t o  h i s  com-
manding o f f i c e r  . I n v e s t i g a t i v e  procedures w e r e  a 1 ~ 6i n d i c a t e d .  

This MACV d i r e c t i v e  was implemented by I11 MAF,  b u t  not  by 
USARV o r  t h e  America1 Divis ion .  I n  t h e  I11 J!WF r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  of  a  suspected  war crime 
was requ i red  t o  t r a n s m i t  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  111 F4AF u t i l i z i n g  t h e  
spo t  r e p o r t  format.  No o t h e r  channel f o r  r e p o r t i n g  suspected  
crimes o t h e r  than  t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  was a f fo rded  t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  r i f leman.  I f  h i s  commander p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  war crime, 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ' s  recourse  was not  s p e c i f i e d ,  although it 
i s  apparent  t h a t  an a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  requ i red .  Channels f o r  r e p o r t -  
i n g  over  t h e  chain of command a r e  provided, and a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  s o l d i e r ,  b u t  t h e i r  use  needs t o  b e  s t r eng thened .  Regulat ions 
d i r e c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  r e p o r t  i n c i d e n t s  such as  suspected  war 
crimes should r e i t e r a t e  t h e  use  o f  no t  only t h e  primary repor t -  
ing  channels b u t  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  channels  a s  w e l l .  

c. I l l e g a l  Orders 

The t e r m  i l l e g a l  o r d e r  i s  no t  def ined i n  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  
of Army t e r m s .  A s o l d i e r  i s  t augh t  t h a t  an o rde r  i s  lawful  un- 
l e s s  f o r  some -reason it i s  beyond t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
i s s u i n g  it. He i s  a l s o  t augh t  a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  Geneva Conventions 
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  persons  t a k i n g  no a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  h o s t i l i t i e s  o r  who 
have l a i d  down t h e i r  arms s h a l l  be  t r e a t e d  humanely. 

I t  i s  apparent  t h a t  d i r e c t i v e s  and t r a i n i n g  a r e  inadequate 
concerning an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and a c t i o n s  concern-
i n g  i l l e g a l  o rde r s .  There i s  a  d e a r t h  of w r i t t e n  informat ion  con-
cerning t h i s  s u b j e c t .  There i s  b u t  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  of i l l e g a l  
orders  i n  Army r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  t r a i n i n g  manuals and even l e s s  a t  
subordinate  l e v e l s .  What l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  inc luded i n  any 
p u b l i c a t i o n  is cumbersome and i n d e c i s i v e ,  and presented  i n  such 
a  manner t h a t  it t a k e s  a l e g a l  o f f i c e r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  i t .  Indeed, 
t h e  average o f f i c e r  o r  e n l i s t e d  man would have d i f f i c u l t y  com-
prehending it. 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  d e f i c i e n t  i n  
e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  a s o l d i e r  i s  a reasoning human be ing  who i s  
expected t o  e x e r c i s e  judgment i n  obeying t h e  o r d e r s  of a s u p e r i o r .  



Also l ack ing  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  instruction provldlng guidance t o  t h e  
s o l d i e r  t h a t  when an o r d e r  i s  beyond t h e  scope of t h e  i s s u i n g  
a u t h o r i t y  and i s  s o  obviously i l l e g a l ,  he i s  expected t o  recog-
n i z e  t h a t  f a c t  a s  a  man o f  o rd ina ry  sense  and average understand- 
ing .  An i n d i v i d u a l  i s  no t  expected t o  b l i n d l y  obey a l l  o rde r s .  

The a c t i o n s  an i n d i v i d u a l  should t a k e  when he rece ives  an 
unlawful o rde r  a r e  no t  c l e a r l y  de f ined  i n  any p u b l i c a t i o n .  He 
i s  most o f t e n  (and p r o p e r l y )  t o l d  t h a t  disobedience of o rde r s  i s  
a t  h i s  own p e r i l ,  and a c t s  involved i n  t h e  disobedience of  an il-
l e g a l  o r d e r  w i l l  normally r e s u l t  i n  a charge of insubord ina t ion  
wi th  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  d i s c i p l i n a r y  ac t ion .  

The Department of t h e  Army needs t o  promulgate guidance t h a t  
w i l l  more c l e a r l y  d e f i n e  i l l e g a l  o rde r s  and i n d i v i d u a l  responsi -  
b i l i t i e s  and a c t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t h e r e t o ,  y e t  cont inue  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  
proper  ba lance  between t h i s  guidance and t h e  normal requirements 
of  command and c o n t r o l  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  regarding d i s c i p l i n e  
w i t h i n  t h e  Army. 

d .  D i r e c t i v e s  Not a S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Leadership 

The e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968 and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  -Tet o f f e n s i v e  
p resen ted  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  u n i t s  and commanders charg-
ed w i t h  implementing t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  The enemy f o r c e s  had i n f i l -  
t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c i t ies  and v i l l a g e s  and had become in termingled  
with t h e  populace. Terrorism and a c t s  of sabotage were rampant, 
and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  had become i n c r e a s i n g l y  wary of t h e  
l o c a l  popula t ion .  The-VC disregarded c i v i l i a n  l i v e s  i n  t h e i r  
wanton a t t a c k s  and s u i c i d a l  defenses ,  whi le  FWMAF w e r e  determined 
t o  r o u t  t h e  i n f i l t r a t o r s  from among t h e  populace. Firepower was 
employed i n s i d e  many i n h a b i t e d  a r e a s  by both  f r i e n d l y  and enemy 
fo rces .  The purposes may have been d i f f e r e n t  b u t  a t  t imes 
achieved t h e  same r e s u l t s .  

Adequate d i r e c t i v e s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  r egu la ted  t h e  con-
t r o l  of f i repower,  s t i p u l a t e d  t h e  ROE and d i r e c t e d  t h e  handl ing  
of de ta inees  were i n  e f f e c t  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod ,  and many were 
re-emphasized. However, it i s  a f a c t  t h a t ,  a l though t h e  publ ish-  
ed p o l i c i e s  were c l e a r ,  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  circumstances 
t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  Vietnam a t  t h e  time of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  r e -
qu i red  above a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l eadersh ip ,  mature judgment , and 
sound dec i s ions .  

C . GOVERNMENT. OF VIETNAM POLICY/DIRECTIVES .AS TO SON MY 

Son My V i l l a g e  was loca ted  w i t h i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  of  Quang Ngai 
Province which had been des ignated  as  a  p r i o r i t y  a rea  f o r  m i l i -
t a r y  o f f e n s i v e  opera t ions  and f o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n  i n  1968. The I 
ARVN Corps/ I I I  MAF Combined Campaign Plan 1-68 s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  GVN 
p a c i f i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  would be inc reased  by 5 0  pe rcen t  over t h e  
1967 l e v e l  w i t h i n  Quang Ngai Province. However, s i n c e  Son My 



Vil lages  and t h e  surrounding a r e a  were under VC c o n t r o l ,  and had 
been s i n c e  1964, t h e  primary e f f o r t  was devoted t o  conducting m i l -
i t a r y  o f f e n s i v e  opera t ions  w i t h i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  f o r c e  t h e  VC o u t  so 
as t o  c r e a t e  cond i t ions  favorable  t o  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  I n  e a r l y  1968, 
US and ARVN f o r c e s  had s e p a r a t e l y  ass igned a r e a s  of opera t ion  i n  
which they normally conducted independent o p e r a t i o n s .  Coordina-
t i o n  was requ i red  only  i f  opera t ions  o u t s i d e  t h e  normally ass ign-  
ed A0 were planned and on mat te r s  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  ARVN for -
ces had t h e  primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Son My a r e a .  However, 
s i n c e  they lacked t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  were r e l u c t a n t  t o ,  US fo rces  f r equen t ly  obta ined an exten- 
s i o n  of t h e i r  A0 from t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  engage t h e  
48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  and o t h e r  VC f o r c e s .  

Son My, be ing VC c o n t r o l l e d ,  had no GVN a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  author-  
i t ies  l i v i n g  t h e r e .  The government had repea ted ly  encouraged a l l  
t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t o  move i n t o  e s t a b l i s h e d  secure  a r e a s ,  a s  many had 
done. The remaining r e s i d e n t s  of Son My w e r e  considered t o  be 
VC, o r  VC sympathizers  a t  a  minimum, by GVN a u t h o r i t i e s .  For 
a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes,  t h e  l o c a l  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s  cons idered  t h e  
a r e a  a f r e e  f i r e  zone ( u n r e s t r i c t e d )  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s ;  they 
placed no r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  t a r g e t s  which could be engaged. 
However, t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief d i d  r e t a i n  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
approving f i r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  Vietnamese f o r c e s  
(ARVN, RF/PF) w e r e  a t  a s a f e  d i s t a n c e  from proposed t a r g e t s .  
An a r e a ' s  be ing considered a f r e e  f i r e  zone d i d  n o t  negate  ~ I L C  

e s t a b l i s h e d  ROE which should have been cons idered  be fo re  engag- 
i n g  any t a r g e t .  The GVN o f f i c i a l s  recognized t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l -  
i t y  f o r  c i v i l i a n s  remaining i n  t h e  a r e a  b u t  accepted  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e s e  people would, by t h e i r  own choice ,  be sub jec ted  t o  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h e  r e s u l t s  of any o f f e n s i v e  a c t i o n  necessary 
t o  f r e e  t h e  a r e a  of  VC. According t o  t h e  deputy Province 
Senior  Advisor,  Quang Ngai Province o f f i c i a l s  p laced no restric-
t i o n s  on Vietnamese f o r c e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a . .  The D i s -
t r ic t  Senior  Advisor s t a t e d  t h a t  it was normal p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  
Vietnamese f o r c e s ,  i f  they were succe.3sful i n  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  
a r e a ,  t o  burn t h e  hootches and t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers and tun- 
n e l s .  ' 

Even though an area .  might be  VC c o n t r o l l e d ,  s p e c i f i c  r u l e s ,  
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  both US and RVN f o r c e s ,  were e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
safeguarding of Vietnamese p roper ty .  The I ARVN Corps / I I I  MAF 
Combined Campaign Plan 1-68 s p e c i f i e d  t h a t :  

I n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s ,  RVNAF, U S  and o t h e r  

FWMAF must t a k e  a l l  p r a c t i c a b l e  measures t o  min- 

imize t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of both p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  

proper ty  and t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  measures a s  f e a s i b l e  

t o  p r o t e c t  such p roper ty .  I t  must be  remembered 

t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  who l i v e  i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s  may 

be under VC c o n t r o l  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l  and may n o t  




be sympathet ic  t o  t h e  enemy. Trea t ing  such persons 

l i k e  enemies, d e s t r o y i n g  t h e i r  p roper ty  o r  depr iv-  

i n g  them o f  t h e i r  goods i s  incompatible  wi th  long 

range o b j e c t i v e s  of expanding t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  

GVN throughout IIVN. 


Policy s t a t e d  i n  t h e  Combined Campaign Plan regard ing  p r i v a t e  
proper ty  and goods i s  as  fol lows:  

(1) Dispos i t ion  of p r i v a t e  proper ty  and sup- 

p l i e s  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  GVN o f f i c i a l s .  


( 2 )  Des t ruc t ion  o f  p r i v a t e  proper ty ,  homes, 

l i v e s t o c k ,  and goods i s  forbidden except  i n  c a s e s  

of o v e r r i d i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  n e c e s s i t y .  


( 3 )  The d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  dwell ings and l i v e s t o c k  

a s  a d e n i a l  measure, i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of GVN 

a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  employment of U S  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  de- 

l i b e r a t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  noncombatants ' proper ty  

a s  a  d e n i a l  measure w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  Headquart-

e r s  MACV f o r  t h e  pe r sona l  d e c i s i o n  of  COPUSMACV. [ 6 9 ]  


No s p e c i f i c  GVN p o l i c y  s ta tements  o r  d i r e c t i v e s  p e r t a i n i n g  
s o l e l y  t o  Son My were obta ined by t h e  Peers  Inquiry.  However, 
t h e  po l i cy  regard ing  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  Vietnamese c i t i z e n s  and 
t h e i r  p roper ty  was c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  1968 Combined Campaign 
Plan. I t  i s  e q u a l l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  GVN/ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  
Quang Ngai d i d  n o t  apply t h i s  po l i cy  t o  VC-controlled a r e a s ,  e s -
p e c i a l l y  Son My. Because Son My was a VC s t ronghold ,  and had 
been f o r  many y e a r s ,  GVN o f f i c i a l s  had l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  , i n  t h e  
a rea .  They w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  concerned wi th  t h e  rees tabl i shment  of  
GVN c o n t r o l  i n  a r e a s  l o s t  dur ing  Tet and t h e  prevent ion  of  a  s e c -  
ond a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai C i t y  whichwas be l i eved  t o  be imminent. 
A s  a  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s  imposed no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
opera t ions  conducted i n  t h e  Son My area .  



Chapter 10 

REPORTS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND REVIEWS 

A. 	 THE IMMEDIATE FEPORTS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND REVIEWS, MARCH-
EARLY APRIL 1968 

1. 	 Opera t iona l  and I n t e l l i g e n c e  Reports  

S i g n i f i c a n t  r e p o r t s  concerning Task Force (TF) Barker ' s  
opera t ions  on 16 March commenced s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  unopposed 
l and ing  of  t h e  l e a d  elements  of C Company a t  0730 hours .  For 
t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e r e  i s  no record  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  submit- 
t e d  by t h e  r i f l e  companies of TF Barker  t o  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  
headquar te r s ; such r e p o r t s  were normally submit ted  v i a .  r a d i o  
t o  t h e  TF Barker  T a c t i c a l  Opera t ions  Center  (TOC) , recorded 
i n  t h e  Operat ions J o u r n a l  t h e r e ,  and i f  deemed of s i g n i f i c a n t  
importance, r e l a y e d  t o  t h e  l l t h  Light  I n f a n t r y  Brigade f o r  
r ecord ing  and p o s s i b l e  f u r t h e r  t r a n s m i t t a l  t o  headquar te r s  of  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

a: 	 Reports  of Enemy C a s u a l t i e s  

The f irst  r e p o r t  from TF Barker t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
concerning enemy c a s u a l t i e s  came a t  0735 hours and noted  t h a t  
one V i e t  Cong (VC) had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  land- 
i n g  zone (LZ) by C Company. Within 25 minutes o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  
r e p o r t ,  gunships suppor t ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  had r e p o r t e d  
k i l l i n g  an a d d i t i o n a l  s i x  VC; f o u r  of  t h e s e  i n  an a r e a  500 meters  
west  of C Company's LZ ' and t h e  remaining two a t  a l o c a t i o n  
approximately 2 k i lomete r s  south-southwest  of t h e  same LZ. 
A t  0758 hours ,  11 minutes a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  e lements  of  C Company 
had landed on t h e  LZ, t h e  TF r e p o r t e d  t o  l l t h  Brigade t h a t  C 
Company r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  an a d d i t i o n a l  1 4  VC approximately 200- 
300 meters  e a s t  of t h e  LZ. The nex t  r e p o r t  of  c a s u a l t i e s  i s  
recorded i n  an 0840 e n t r y  i n  t h e  TF Barker  J o u r n a l  which s t a t e s  
bhat  C Company had counted 69 VC k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  ( K I A )  a t  t h e  
same l o c a t i o n  where t h e  previous  1 4  VC c a s u a l t i e s  were r e p o r t e d  
be ing  k i l l e d .  The journa l  e n t r y  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade was n o t i f i e d . ,  

E n t r i e s  i n  both  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and America1 Div i s ion  Jour-  
n a l s  i d e n t i f y  69 VC K I A  i n  t h e  C Company a r e a ;  however, they  
c i t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a s  600 meters  nor thwest  of t h a t  r e p o r t e d  i n  



t h e  TF Barker J o u r n a l  and a t t r i b u t e  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  No e x p l a n a t i o n  can be found f o r  t h e  d iscrepancy i n  
t h e s e  r e p o r t s ;  however, s i n c e  TF Barker  i n  a  subsequent  r e p o r t  
i d e n t i f i e s  68 c a s u a l t i e s  a s  be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  
it i s  reasonable  t o  conclude t h a t  t h i s  cause of  dea th  was spec-
i f i e d  by TF Barker  dur ing  some communication wi th  l l t h  Brigade.  
This  d iscrepancy i s  examined i n  d e t a i l  i n  a l a t e r  s e c t i o n  of  
t h i s  chap te r .  

No f u r t h e r  enemy c a s u a l t i e s  were r e p o r t e d  by C Company on 
16 March al though an e n t r y  i n  t h e  TF Barker  J o u r n a l  a t  1555 hours 
s t a t e s  t h a t  C Company had r e p o r t e d  "10-11 women and c h i l d r e n  
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships" and t h a t  t h i s  f i g u r e  was n o t  
inc luded  i n  previous  r e p o r t s  of  VC c a s u a l t i e s .  ' This informa-
t i o n  is  n o t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
o r  t h e  Arnerical Div i s ion  a l thouqh t h e  TF Barker  e n t r y  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e  11 th  Brigade w a s  n o t i f i e d .  T h i s  same TF Barker  J o u r n a l  
e n t r y  a l s o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of t h e  prev'iously r e p o r t e d  body 
count  of  B Company were women and c h i l d r e n .  A t o t a l  of  t h r e e  
enemy weapons was r e p o r t e d  cap tu red  by C Company; t h e s e  were t h e  
only  weapons r e p o r t e d  cap tu red  by TF Barker  on t h i s  d a t e . ,  

I n  summary, TF Barker  r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  of 90 VC k i l l e d  
i n  C Company a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s  (AO) w i t h i n  a p e r i o d  of  70 
minutes fo l lowing  t h e  i n i t i a l  touchdown of i t s  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  
LZ; a f t e r  0840 hours ,  no a d d i t i o n a l  VC c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  recorded 
i n  t h e  C Company a rea .  Throughout t h e  day C Company experienced 
only one US c a s u a l t y ,  an apparen t  a c c i d e n t  i n  which a s o l d i e r  
s h o t  himself  i n  t h e  f o o t .  

I n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  of C Company, B Company was re-
p o r t e d  by TF Barker  t o  have k i l l e d  12 VC a t  0955, 18 more 
k i l l e d  a t  1025, and an a d d i t i o n a l  8 k i l l e d  a t  1420 hours ;  

' 	 a l l  a t  a loca t io l l  approximately 700 meters e a s t  of t h e  B Com-
pany LZ.  This  t o t a l  of  38 VC K I A  by B Company, when added 
t o  those  r e p o r t e d  by C Company, r ep resen ted  a VC body count  of  
128 and a t o t a l  of  t h r e e  weapons captured  which was r e p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and Arnerical Div i s ion  by t h e  evening of  16 
March. The America1 Div i s ion  J o u r n a l  i n i t i a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  a t o t a l  
of s i x  weapons cap tu red ;  t h i s  w a s  l a t e r  changed t o  t h r e e .  This  
d iscrepancy i s  n o t  exp la ined .  

b. Reports  of  US C a s u a l t i e s  

T o t a l  US c a s u a l t i e s  f o r  TF Barker on 16 March were two 
k i l l e d ,  t e n  wounded, and one s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound. Eleven 
of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  caused by enemy a c t i o n  were a r e s u l t  of mines 
and booby t r a p s .  Only one c a s u a l t y ,  a man from A Company, was 
wounded by smal l  arms f i r e .  No c a s u a l t i e s  were caused by d i r e c t  
c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy i n  t h e  C Company o r  B Company a r e a s .  



c. Reports of C i v i l i a n  C a s u a l t i e s  

F i r s t  r e p o r t s  of p o s s i b l e  c a s u a l t i e s  among noncom- 
b a t a n t s  occurred  a s  a r e s u l t  of COL Henderson's f l i g h t  over  
t h e  Son My a r e a  a f t e r  C Company had landed i n  i t s  LZ. COL 
Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  he descended t o  an a l t i t u d e  of  100-200 
f e e t  t o  examine t h e  bodies  of two armed and uniformed VC who 
had been k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  by gunships of t h e  174th  Avn Co. Dur-
i n g  t h i s  maneuver he observed two s e p a r a t e  groups of bodies  
which appeared t o  be noncombatants. One group c o n s i s t i n g  of 
an o l d  man, a  woman, and a c h i l d ,  was l o c a t e d  about  150 meters  
sou th  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  on a t r a i l  l e a d i n g  t o  Route 521. Approx-
imate ly  150 meters f a r t h e r  sou th ,  l y i n g  i n  a s m a l l  r a v i n e  nea r  
a t r a i l ,  was ano the r  group c o n s i s t i n g  of two men and a  woman. 
Ne i the r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  nor  t h e  number of t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  coin- 
c i d e s  wi th  any c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t  submit ted  by elements  of TF 
Barker. 

COL Henderson f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  about  0930 
hours,  whi le  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  he m e t  w i th  MG Koster  who had landed 
t h e r e  t o  r e f u e l ,  and advised  t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  he observed what 
he b e l i e v e d  t o  be  s i x  t o  e i g h t  noncombatant casual 'c ies  i n  t h e  
a r e a  of C Company's opera t ion .  COL Henderson r e c a l l s  MG K o s t e r ' s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  a s  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  COL Henderson t o  determine 
how t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  had been i n c u r r e d .  I n  h i s  appearance b e f o r e  
t h e  Inqu i ry ,  MG Koster  could n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  
b u t  d i d  say  t h a t  on two s e p a r a t e  occas ions  on 16 March, COL Hen- 
derson advised  him of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  

COL Henderson, i n  a  prepared  s t a t e m e n t  d a t e d  27 November 
1969 ( e x h i b i t  S - 3 ) ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  speaking t o  MG Koster ,  
he r e t u r n e d  over  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and d iscovered  t h a t  TF 
Barker was n o t  submi t t ing  t h e  " r e q u i r e d  r e p o r t s "  t o  t h e  11 th  
Brigade TOC. Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t h e n  d i r e c t e d  LTC Barker 
t o  b r i n g  t h e  TF headquar te r s  "up-to-date" and t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
r e q u i r e d  r e p o r t s  w e r e  submit ted  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC. H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  he a l s o  t o l d  Barker  t o  "determine how many 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  and whether they  had been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y ,  a i r ,  o r  smal l  arms f i r e . "  I n  t h i s  same s t a t e m e n t ,  
which i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  wi th  test imony Henderson p resen ted  t o  t h i s  
Inqu i ry ,  he a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  Barker  t w i c e  on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  16 th ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  o v e r - f l y i n g  t h e  A0 
of t h e  TF u n t i l  1900 hours t h a t  d a t e .  During t h e s e  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  according t o  Henderson, Barker  advised  him t h a t  a 
t o t a l  of  128 enemy and 24 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
opera t ion .  



I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  h i s  prepared  s t a t ement  ( e x h i b i t  S -3 ) ,  
COL Henderson i n  h i s  test imony b e f o r e  t h i s  I n q u i r y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  rece ived  a r e p o r t  from .LTC Barker  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of 16 March t h a t  from 12 t o  1 4  noncombatants had been 
k i l l e d  t h u s  f a r  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
LTC Barker was unable t o  provide  d e t a i l e d  in fo rmat ion  coricern- 
i n g  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and t h a t  he  d i r e c t e d  Barker  t o  o b t a i n  
an e x a c t  count  of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and in fo rmat ion  con-
c e r n i n g  t h e  age ,  s e x ,  and apparent  cause  of dea th  of  e a c h . .  

A s  a r e s u l t  of COL Henderson's i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  a t  
about  1530 hours TF Barker  o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  rece ived  a re-
quirement  from l l t h  Brigade t o  de termine  t h e  number of c iv-
i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and t h e  manner i n  which they  were k i l l e d  o r  
wounded. I t  i s  t h i s  r e q u e s t  which probably r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
TF Barker J o u r n a l  e n t r i e s  a t  1555 hours on 16 March which s t a t e  
t h a t  B Company r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of t h e  VC body count  p r e v i o u s l y  
r e p o r t e d  by t h a t  u n i t  i n c l u d e s  women o r  c h i l d r e n  and t h a t  C 
Company r e p o r t s  "approximately 10 t o  11" women and c h i l d r e n  were 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships.  

The nex t  i n c i d e n t  concerning c a s u a l t i e s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  
of  cons ide rab le  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  test imony of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  
involved.  This  m a t t e r  concerns t h e  i s suance  of an o r d e r  by 
COL Henderson t o  TF Barker t o  have C Company r e v e r s e  d i r e c t i o n  
and sweep back through My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  determine t h e  e x a c t  count  
of  c i v i l i a n  and/or VC c a s u a l t i e s .  Testimony confirms t h a t  such 
an o r d e r  w a s  i s s u e d ,  r ece ived  by TF Barker ,  and r e l a y e d  by MAJ 
Calhoun t o  CPT Medina between 1500 and 1530 hours on 16 
March. The evidence  f u r t h e r  confirms t h a t  i t s  i s s u a n c e  t o  CPT 
Medina v i a  r a d i o  was monitored by MG Koster  who countermanded 
t h e  o r d e r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  COL Henderson 
be s o  advised .  ' Both COL Henderson and MG Koster  contended 
i n  t h e i r  tes t imony,  however, t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  occurred  a t  a 
l a t e r  d a t e ;  Henderson r e c a l l e d  i t - a s , a n  a c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from 
h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and an 18 March o r d e r  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  MG 
Koster  was l e s s  c e r t a i n  of h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  b u t  r e c a l l e d  it 
a s  o c c u r r i n g  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  on 17 o r  18 March w h i l e  he 
was r e t u r n i n g  t o  h i s  command p o s t  a t  Chu La i ,  and r e l a t e d  it t o  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  n a t u r e  of h e l i c o p t e r  a i r l i f t  and t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of  C 
Company from t h e  Son My a r e a .  I n  h i s  test imony,  MG Koster  
d i d  n o t  d ismiss  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  e v e n t ' s  having occurred  
on 16 March. - A l l  o t h e r  pe r sonne l  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
i . e . ,  l l t h  Brigade S3, TF Barker  S2 and S3, and t h e  CO, C Comp-
any were c e r t a i n  t h e  even t  t r a n s p i r e d  on 16 March. - A re-
view of a l l  a v a i l a b l e  evidence  and a n a l y s i s  of e v e n t s  a s  they  
occurred  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  16-18 March, l eads  t o  t h e  conclus ion  
t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  occurred  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  16 March, about  t h e  
t i m e  C Company had c losed  i n t o  i t s  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n .  



During t h e  course  of t h e  r a d i o  conversa t ion  between 
MG Koster  and CPT Medina, i n  which t h e  former countermanded COL 
Henderson's o r d e r ,  CPT Medina s t a t e d  he advised  h i s  commanding 
genera l  t h a t  C Com~any had observed 20-28 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
dur ing  t h e  day. L a t e r  t h a t  same day, a t  about  1900 hours ,  
COL Henderson s t a t e d  he c a l l e d  MG Koster  by te lephone and ad- 
v i sed  him t h a t  h i s  most r e c e n t  r e p o r t  from LTC Barker  r evea led  
an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t y  t o l l  from "12 t o  14" t o  
20. H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  he informed MG Koster  t h a t  he had d i r e c t e d  
LTC Barker t o  o b t a i n  informat ion  concerning t h e  age,  s e x ,  and 
cause of dea th  of  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s .  According t o  COL 
Henderson, MG Koster  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
o b t a i n i n g  t h i s  in fo rmat ion .  . M G  Koster  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h i s  conversa t ion .  According 
t o  COL ~ k n d e r s o n ,  LTC Barker subsequent ly  provided a more 
d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  of t h e  20 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  which i d e n t i f i e d  
t h e  cause of dea th  a s  a r t i l l e r y  and gunship f i r e .  

On 18 March, sometime p r i o r  t o  1400 hours ,  COL 
Henderson v i s i t e d  C Company's l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  q u e s t i o n  
CPT Medina about  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by W01 (now 1LT) Thomp- 
son,  which a r e  d i scussed  i n  d e t a i l  i n  a  l a t e r  p o r t i o n  of  
t h i s  cnap te r .  CPT Medina s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  he r e p o r t e d  t o  
COL Henderson t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  approximately 20 t o  28 noncom- 
b a t a n t s  had been k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  operation--which compares w i t h  
t h e  20-28 r e p o r t e d  by CPT Medina on 16 March t o  MAJ ~ a i h o u n  and 
MG Koster ,  and t h e  20 which had been r e p o r t e d  t o  COL Henderson 
by LTC Barker  on t h e  16 th  and 17 th  and r e l a y e d  by him t o  MG 
Koster.  

To t h i s  d a t e  t h e r e  i s  no s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  of "12 t o  14" re-
por ted  by Barker  on 16 March and t h e  "10 t o  11" r e p o r t e d  i n  
TF B a r k e r ' s  J o u r n a l  a t  t h a t  same t i m e ;  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  201submit ted  
by Barker  on t h e  evening of 16 March and t h e  "20 t o  28" r e p o r t -  
ed by CPT Medina s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h a t  pe r iod .  I t  can only  be 
concluded t h a t  n e i t h e r  commanders nor  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  checked 
r e p o r t s  of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  o r  gave s u b s t a n t i a l  a t t e n t -  
i o n  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  such m a t t e r s .  

Regardless  of t h e  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  f i g u r e s ,  it i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  LTC Barker ,  COL Henderson, and MG Koster  a l l  had know- 
ledge ,  a s  e a r l y  as;  t h e  morning of 16 March, t h a t  a number of 
noncombatants had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I t  i s  e q u a l l y  
c l e a r  t h a t  no, a c t i o n  was t aken  t o  r e p o r t  such c a s u a l t i e s  t o  any 
headquar te r s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam, (MACV) and I11 Marine 
Amphibious Force (111 MAF) d i r e c t i v e s  r e q u i r e d  t h i s  a c t i o n . '  



2. Informat ion  and Orders  Transmit ted  on 16 March 

During ' t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f .  16 March, in fo rmat ion  
concerning i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  was t r a n s m i t t e d  over  
t h e  va r ious  command and c o n t r o l  r a d i o  n e t s  be ing used by u n i t s  
involved i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  o r d e r s  were i s s u e d  over  
t h e s e  same networks which r e f l e c t e d  a knowledge by v a r i o u s  
command elements  of  t h e s e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  and an a t t empt  t o  
r e g a i n  c o n t r o l  over  combat u n i t s .  F ix ing  t h e  e x a c t  t i m e s  and 
sequence of  such r a d i o  t r ansmiss ions  was made d i f f i c u l t  
because of t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of some wi tnesses  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
r e c a l l  t i m e s  and even t s  and of t h e  e f f o r t s  of o t h e r s  t o  with-  
ho ld  in fo rmat ion  from t h e  Inqu i ry .  However, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  fo l lowing r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of message t r a f f i c  
o f  16 March does n o t  l i e  i n  t h e  t i m e  'or t h e  sequence of i n d i -
v i d u a l  messages. Rather ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  informat ion  
t h e s e  messages c o n t a i n  and t h e  awareness of even t s  i n  My La i  
( 4 )  which had been gained by persons  who heard such t r a f f i c .  

The f i r s t  of t h e s e  t r ansmiss ions  probably occurred  
around 0900 hours and was a t t r i b u t e d  by t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s  t o  
COL Henderson. I n  t h i s  t r ansmiss ion  t o  elements  of  TF Barker ,  
COL Henderson i s  quoted a s  say ing ,  " I  d o n ' t  want any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  down t h e r e . "  Such a repo-r t  could have been a log-
i c a l  r e s u l t  of COL Herlderson's e a r l i e r  s i g h t i n g s  of  noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s .  ' This  t r ansmiss ion  may e x p l a i n  a subsequent  
a c t i o n  by CPT Medina a t  about 0915 hours when he i s s u e d  an o r d e r  

. t o  a t  l e a s t  t h e  2d P la toon ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g . '  

The n e x t  message which r e f e r r e d  t o  c a s u a l t i e s  among 
noncombatants probably occurred  around 1000 hours and was broad-
c a s t  over  t h e  air-ground r a d i o  n e t  and monitored by t h e  opera- 
t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  of B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  SP5 (now 
SSG) Kubert. The message came from an u n i d e n t i f i e d  p i l o t  who 
s t a t e d  t h a t  "Shark" gunships (174th Avn Co) were making a gun run  
on c i v i l i a n s . .  SP5 Kubert s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  message prompted a 
te lephone c a l l  from e i t h e r  CPT Moe, t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  o r  
MAJ Watke, t h e  company commander, t o  TF Barker ,  a d v i s i n g  t h e  
TF of  t h e  message. The preponderance of t h e  evidence a v a i l -  

' a b l e  t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  such a gun r u n  probably was n o t  
made and t h a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  observed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Route 
521 were caused by ground t r o o p s .  ' -

Approximately 30 minutes l a t e r  ,' a t  about 1 030 hours ,  
a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  which was evacuat ing  an a c c i d , e n t a l l y  wounded 
s o l d i e r  from C Company was d e p a r t i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  p i l o t  broad- 
c a s t  a  message t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he had s e e n - a  l a r g e  number of  
bodies  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . CPT Medina s t a t e d  t h a t  it was s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  from PIAJ Calhoun s t a t i n g  t h a t  
a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had s a i d  he thought  some noncombatants 



had been s h o t  and k i l l e d .  CPT Medina s t a t e d  t h a t  M A J  Calhoun 
advised t h a t  he wanted t o  make s u r e  t h i s  was n o t  be ing done. 
MAJ Calhoun denied knowledge of t h i s  even t .  

There i s  test imony from CPT Kotouc, t h a t  sometime dur ing  
t h e  morning of  t h e  1 6 t h  he heard  a r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  from t h e  
aero-s,cout team of Company B ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  i n  which 
t h e  sender  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an unarmed person was be ing s h o t  a t  by 
a  machinegun. CPT Kotouc goes on t o  say  t h a t  M A J  Calhoun then  
c a l l e d l b o t h  CPT Michles and CPT Medina and t o l d  them t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  they  w e r e  n o t  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s .  I n  h i s  test imony 
be fo re  t h e  I n q u i r y ,  M A J  Calhoun confirmed t h e  even t s  a s  r e l a t e d  
by CPT Kotouc. ' 

Also ab.out midmorning ano the r  c a l l  came i n  t o  t h e  TF 
Barker TOC from Company B,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  adv i s ing  MAJ 
Calhoun t h a t  noncombatants were be ing k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . SFC 
Stephens,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t  f o r  TF Barker ,  overheard t h i s  
message and a subsequent  message by M A J  Calhoun t o  LTC Barker ,  
adv i s ing  him of  t h e  r e p o r t .  M A J  Calhoun denied  knowledge of t h i s  
even t  i n  h i s  t e s t imony . .  

A s e r i e s  of  messages which were s a i d  t o  have been 
t r a n s m i t t e d  over  t h e  C Company command n e t  a r e  a l s o  of s i g n i f -
icance .  The f i r s t  of t h e s e  probably occurred  a t  about  1030 and 
was purpor ted ly  made by M A J  Calhoun t o  CPT Medina. The message 
was an i n s t r u c t i o n  " n o t  t o  k i l l  women and c h i l d r e n . "  M A J  Calhoun 
i n  h i s  test imony denied  knowledge of t h i s  t r ansmiss ion .  
The second message was purpor ted ly  from an u n i d e n t i f i e d  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  p i l o t  who, according t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  "from 
up h e r e  it looks  l i k e  a  blood-bath. What t h e  h e l l  a r e  you 
doing down t h e r e ? "  The wi tness  could  a o t  r e c a l l  t h e  t ime of  
t h e  message o r  t o  whom it was d i r e c t e d .  The t h i r d  i n  t h i s  
s e r i e s  of messages was overheard by ano the r  s o l d i e r  from C 
Company who t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  noon, LTC Barker c a l l e d  
CPT Medina. Barker purpor ted ly  advised  Medina t h a t  he had a  
r e p o r t  "from h i g h e r  headquar te r s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d , "  t o  which Medina r e p l i e d  t h a t  he "was p o s i t i v e  i t  
w a s n ' t  h i s  people ."  I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  one of  
t h e  reasons  why Barker and Calhoun may have used t h e  C Company 
r a d i o  n e t . r a t h e r  than  t h e  TF n e t ,  was t o  p'eclude t h e  t ransmis-  
s i o n s  be ing  monitored by commanders and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  a t  h i g h e r  
headquar te r s .  

A f u r t h e r  message of s i g n i f i c a n c e  was s a i d  t o  have been 
t r a n s m i t t e d  over  t h e  air-ground r a d i o  n e t  and was monitored by 
SGM K i r k p a t r i c k ,  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  a t  Duc Pho. 
The message was n o t  a r e p o r t  b u t  apparen t ly  a conversa t ion  
between two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  one of whom s a i d ,  " I f  you shoo t  t h a t  
man, I ' m  going t o  shoo t  you,"  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  The 
n a t u r e  of t h e  t r ansmiss ion  prompted CPT Henderson, A s s i s t a n t  S3, 



1 1 t h  Brigade,  t o  c a l l  t h e  TF Barker  TOC by t e l ephone  and i n q u i r e  
a s  t o  t h e  reason f o r  t h a t  k ind  of r a d i o  t r a f f i c .  I n  t h e i r  
tes t imony,  TF Barker  personnel  who were i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
denied  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Each of t h e s e  r a d i o  t r ansmiss ions  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of unusual  circumstances concerning t h e  e v e n t  a t  Son 
My. To t h e  commanders and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  moni tor ing  
t h e  command n e t s ,  t h e s e  messages should  have a c t e d  t o  a l e r t  
them t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  TF Barker  was n o t  a normal combat 
a s s a u l t .  No conclus ions  can be reached s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of  
t h e s e  t r ansmiss ions ;  however, when viewed i n  l i g h t  of  o t h e r  
a c t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  which occurred  d u r i n g  t h i s  same t i m e  p e r i o d ,  
it would appear  t h a t  commanders i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  should  have 
been a l e r t e d  t o  t h e  unusual  n a t u r e  of TF Barker  o p e r a t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  morning hours of 16 March. 

3 .  Report of W01 Thompson and Other Avia t ion  Personnel  

A s  p a r t  of t h e  combat suppor t  be ing  provided TF Barker 
on 16 March, an aero-scout  team c o n s i s t i n g  of  one l i g h t  observa-  
t i o n  h e l i c o p t e r ,  OH-23, and two UH-1B gunships from Company B ,  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  was p rov id ing  a e r i a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  t o  
l o c a t e  and t a k e  under f i r e  enemy f o r c e s  i n  and around t h e  a r e a  of 
Son My. A s  p a r t  of  t h i s  team, t h e  OH-23 performed t h e  s c o u t i n g  
o r  reconnaissance  f u n c t i o n ,  f l y i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ground t o  d e t e c t  
enemy l o c a t i o n s  and movements, whi le  t h e  two gunships f lew a t  
h i g h e r  a l t i t u d e s ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  OH-23 and p rov id ing  f i repower  
t o  engage t h e  enemy. The p i l o t  of t h e  OH-23 was W01 (now 1LT)  
Hugh C .  Thompson. H e  was accompanied on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  by h i s  
crew c h i e f  SP4 Glenn W.  Anderot ta  and gunner,  SP4 (now M r .  ) 
Lawrence M. Colburn . 

Because. of t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  communica-
t i o n s  between t h e  aero-scout  team and t h e  ground u n i t  they  w e r e  
suppor t ing ,  were l i m i t e d  t o  i n t e r m i t t e n t  frequency modulated 
(FM) vo ice  between t h e  h igh gunship and t h e  TF Barker command 
n e t .  Ne i the r  t h e  OH-23 s c o u t  nor  t h e  low gunship was i n  d i r e c t  
c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  ground u n i t  they  w e r e  suppor t ing .  For W 0 1  
Thompson t o  communicate wi th  ground e lements ,  i t  was necessary  
f o r  him t o  t r a n s m i t  t o  t h e  h igh gunship, which i n  t u r n  would 
congact  t h e  ground u n i t .  This  in fo rmat ion  is  u s e f u l  i n  under- 
s t a n d i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  aero-scout  team, which f o l l o w . -

This  aero-scout  team a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  
i n  t i m e  t o  observe  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  C 

,Company's LZ and commenced i t s  reconnaissance  a t  around 0730 
hours i n  t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  sou th  of Route 521. I t  continued 
t o  opera te  sou th  of  Route 521 u n t i l  such t ime a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  



gunships suppor t ing  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of  C Company had c l e a r e d  
t h e  a r e a ,  a t  which t i m e  it began r e c o n n o i t e r i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
road i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . From 0745 hours u n t i l  
approximately 0830 hours ,  t h e  aero-scout  team performed i t s  
mission wi thout  unusual  i n c i d e n t .  One enemy was t aken  under 
f i r e  sou th  of t h e  hamlet ,  approximately 4 0  rounds of 6 0 m  
mortar  ammunition w e r e  d iscovered  s o u t h e a s t  o f  My Lai ( 4 )  on 
H i l l  85,  and a number of dead and wounded c i v i l i a n s  were noted  
along t h e  road and i n  t h e  rice paddy sou th  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  
Noting t h e  absence of enemy f i r e ,  Thompson t o l d  
t h e  gunship t h a t  he would-mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  wounded 
wi th  smoke grenades and t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  should  send 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e s e  personnel .  Thompson proceeded t o  
mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  wounded dur ing  h i s  reconnaissance  
south  and w e s t  o f  My Lai ( 4 )  u n t i l  approximately 0830 hours 
when he depar ted  f o r  LZ D o t t i e  t o  r e f u e l .  

W01 Thompson and h i s  aero-scout  team r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  a t  approximately 0900 hours and resumed 
t h e i r  reconnaissance .  From t h i s  p o i n t  forward t h e r e  i s  some 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  test imony concerning t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  and se-
quence of e v e n t s  observed by W 0 1  Thompson. These d i f f e r e n c e s  
do n o t  extend t o  any s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a n c e  i n  t h e  subs tance  of 
test imony and a r e  no t  cons idered  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
The even t s  r e l a t e d  below fol low t h e  v e r s i o n  r e p o r t e d  by W01 
Thompson and i n c l u d e  only  t h e  major i n c i d e n t s  exper ienced by 
him. The f a c t s  and t h e i r  sequence a r e  g e n e r a l l y  co r robora ted  
by o t h e r  members of t h e  aero-scout  crew who were p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  

Upon resumption of t h e  reconnaissance  miss ion  over  
My Lai ( 4 1 ,  W 0 1  Thompson and h i s  c r e w  noted t h a t  many of t h e  
wounded c i v i l i a n s  p rev ious ly  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  t h e  ground e lements ,  

'were now dead. A t  about  0915 hours ,  W01 Thompson noted 
t h e  approach o t  US-.military personnel  t o  a l o c a t i o n  Thompson 
had p r e v i o u s l y  marked wi th  a c o l o r e d  smoke grenade.  Both 
Thompson and h i s  gunner,  SP4 Colburn, s t a t e d  t h a t  they  observed 
an i n d i v i d u a l  wearing a c a p t a i n ' s  i n s i g n i a  of grade on h i s  
helmet approach' a wounded g i r l  who was l y i n g  on t h e  ground. 
The c a p t a i n  walked up t o  t h e  woman, according t o  Colburn, 
prodded h e r  w i t h  h i s  f o o t ,  and t h e n  s t epped  back s e v e r a l  
paces and f i r e d  i n t o  h e r  body w i t h  h i s  M-16 r i f l e .  
There is c o n s i d e r a b l e  test imony from o t h e r  wi tnesses  who 
r e p o r t e d  t h i s  a s  an a c t  of se l f -de fense .  

-
The OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r  t h e n  moved eas tward  t o  an 

i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  which r a n  a long a t r e e  l i n e  approximately 
100 meters  e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and 300 meters e a s t  of  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  where TF Barker TOC had recorded 84 VC having been 
k i l l e d  some 90 minutes e a r l i e r .  A s  they  approached t h i s  
d i t c h ,  both  W 0 1  Thompson and h i s  gunner noted  t h a t  it con-
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t a i n e d  a number of bodies  which they  l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  a s  between 
50  and 100 persons.  Upon c l o s e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  Thompson 
noted  t h a t  some of t h e  persons  i n  t h e  d i t c h  were s t i l l  a l i v e .  
H e  s t a t e d  he landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  c l o s e  proximi ty  t o  t h e  
d i t c h  and spoke t o  a "co lo red  s e r g e a n t "  who was s t a n d i n g  near-  
by, a d v i s i n g  him t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  wounded women and c h i l d r e n  i n  
t h e  d i t c h  and ask ing  i f  t h e r e  were n o t  some way i n  which t h e  
s e r g e a n t  could  h e l p  t h e  wounded. The s e r g e a n t  r e p l i e d  i n  words 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  " t h e  only  way he could h e l p  them was t o  k i l l  
them. " Thompson cons idered  t h e  r e p l y  t o  have been made i n  
jest ana d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  response s e r i o u s l y .  I n s t e a d ,  he 
s t a t e d  t o  t h e  s e r g e a n t ,  "Why d o n ' t  you see i f  you can h e l p  them", 
and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  resume h i s  reconnaissance .  
A s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was l e a v i n g  t h e  ground, t h e  c r e w  c h i e f ,  SP4 
Andreot ta ,  who w a s  s i t t i n g  i n  a n  o u t s i d e  s e a t ,  r e p o r t e d  over  
t h e  in tercom t h a t  a s e r g e a n t  ( n o t  t h e  one t o  whom Thompson had 
p rev ious ly  spoken) was shoo t ing  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  W01 Thompson 
t u r n e d  and s a w  t h e  s o l d i e r  ho ld ing  a weapon which was po in ted  
toward t h e  d i t c h .  Testimony of o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  
t h e  Inqu i ry  g e n e r a l l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  f a c t s  a s  r e l a t e d  by 
Thompson excep t  t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t  t o  whom he o r i g i n a l l y  spoke 
w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  by members of t h e  p la toon  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  of 
P h i l i p p i n e  a n c e s t r y  who could  n o t  understand Thompson. Witnesses 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t  c a l l e d  t o  a l i e u t e n a n t  s t a n d i n g  nearby 
and t h e  conversa t ion  a c t u a l l y  ensued between Thompson and t h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t - - l a t e r  i n d e n t i f i e d  a s  2LT (now 1LT) Will iam Ca l l ey .  

The s e r i e s  of e v e n t s  s o  fa r - - the  shoo t ing  of t h e  
wounded g i r l ;  t h e  d iscovery  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  of r e f u e l i n g ,  
t h e  wounded c i v i l i a n s  had d i e d ;  t h e  l a r g e  number of bod ies  i n  
t h e  d i t c k ;  t h e  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h a t  d i t c h  by t h e  s e r g e a n t ;  and 
t h e  number of bod ies  a long  Route 521 and i n  t h e  v i l l a g e - - a l l  
combined t o  cause  g r e a t  concern on t h e  p a r t  of W 0 1  Thompson. . 

I n  t h i s  frame of mind, Thompson f lew e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  and 
observed i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  advancing US f o r c e s  a s m a l l  bunker i n t o  
which a group of  Vietnamese--old men, women, and children--were 
moving. Having seen  h i s  previous  e f f o r t s  t o  s a v e  noncombatants 
f r u s t r a t e d ,  Thompson e l e c t e d  t o  land h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  between 
t h e  advancing t r o o p s  and t h e  bunker c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  noncornbat- 
a n t s .  W 0 1  Thompson then  d i r e c t e d  h i s  crew c h i e f  and gunner 
t o  t a k e  che M-60 machineguns which were mounted on t h e i r  a i r -  
c r a f t ,  and t o  cover  h i s  movements " r e a l  c l o s e . "  W01 
Thompson then  walked from h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  toward tF.- U S  l i n e s  
and spoke t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  whom he l a t e r  indentif : :J  a s  LT 
Cal ley .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  has been 
confused by Thompson wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r  he p rev ious ly  spoke t o  
a t  t h e  d i t c h ;  t h e r e  i s  some evidence  t h a t  t h i s  o f f i c e r  probably 
was t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r  of C Company's 2d Pla toon.  



W01 Thompson s t a t e d  t h a t  he advised  t h e  i n d i v i d -  
u a l  of t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  bunker and sought  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  g e t t i n g  them o u t  of t h e  bunker a l i v e .  According t o  Thompson, 
when t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  r e p l i e d  wi th  words t o  t h e , e f f e c t  t h a t  
" t h e  only  way t o  g e t  them o u t  i s  wi th  a hand grenade" 
Thompson responded wi th  t h e  remark t h a t  t h e  ground 
commander should  " j u s t  s t o p  h i s  men and I ' d  g e t  them o u t  with-  
o u t  k i l l i n g  them." Witnesses agreed t h a t  Thompson then  
l e f t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  walked forward of t h e  f r i e n d l y  l i n e s  
toward t h e  bunker,  and s i g n a l l e d  f o r  t h e  bunker occupants  
t o  come forward. The occupants  l e f t  t h e  bunker; Thompson 
gathered  them t o g e t h e r  and radioed f o r  one of h i s  gunships 
which landed and, i n  two t r i p s ,  evacuated  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  
t h e  southwest  nea r  Route 521, wi thou t  f u r t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  

Becoming a i r b o r n e  once aga in ,  W 0 1  Thompson q u e r i e d  h i s  crew 
t o  determine i f  they  wished t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  
d i t c h  where they  had seen  t h e  s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  deter- 
mine i f  t h e r e  were s u r v i v o r s .  The c r e w  responded a f f i r m a t i v e l y  
and s o ,  once aga in ,  Thompson landed t h e  OH-23. Thompson d i s -  
mounted wi th  t h e  M-60 machinegun t o  provide  s e c u r i t y .  H i s  
two c r e w  m e m b e r s  went i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  and removed a smal l  chLld  
who had been s h i e l d e d  by t h e  body of a young woman. Thompson 
was t o l d  by h i s  c r e w  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  s u r v i v o r s ;  however, 
t h e  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  prec luded evacua t ing  more than  
t h e  one c h i l d .  One of  t h e  crewmen t h e n  h e l d  t h e  c h i l d  on h i s  
l a p  whi le  Thompson f lew t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  a Vietnamese h o s p i t a l  
a t  Quang Ngai. A f t e r  t h i s  they  once aga in  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  t o  r e f u e l  cr~ea i r c r a f t .  

W 0 1  Thompson a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  between 1100 and 
1130 hours.  He w a s  g r e a t l y  concerned over  t h e  "unnecessary 
k i l l i n g "  he had seen  and determined t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  would b e  
r e p o r t e d  through proper  channels .  On t h e  f l i g h t - l i n e  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  he encountered o t h e r  p i l o t s  and c r e w  members from h i s  
company who were a l s o  concerned over  s i m i l i a r  i n c i d e n t s  they  
had seen.  I n  test imony b e f o r e  t h e  I n q u i r y ,  wi tnesses  s t a t e d  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  of t h e  air-crew m e m b e r s  w e r e  v o i c i n g  compla in ts  
and a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y ,  jo ined wi th  W 0 1  Thompson i n  s t a t i n g  
t h e i r  p r o t e s t s .  

Upon l and ing ,  W01 Thompson encountered h i s  s e c t i o n  
l e a d e r ,  CPT (now M r . )  Barry C. Lloyd, and r e l a t e d  t o  him h i s  deep 
concern over  t h e  even t s  he had observed t h a t  morning. Both 
Thompson and Lloyd, p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  company o f  o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  
company pe r sonne l ,  went t o  t h e  B Comp'any o p e r a t i o n s  van where 
Thompson r e p o r t e d  t o  his'comrnanding o f f i c e r ,  MAJ  F r e d e r i c  
Watke . P.art  of t h e  ensuing conversa t ion  was heard  by SP5 
Lawrence Kubert who was on duty  i11 t h e  van a t  t h e  t i m e .  ; - '  -



- - 

There i s  some discrepancy between what W01 Thompson 
b e l i e v e d  he t o l d  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  and t h a t  which MAJ Watke 
i n  h i s  test imony claimed he rece ived  and subsequent ly  r e p o r t e d  
through h i s  cha in  of command. W 0 1  Thompson s t a t e d  he  b e l i e v e d  
he gave M A J  Watke t h e  complete c o n t e n t s  of what has  been r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  t h e  Thompson Report.  ' - Watke on t h e  o ther ,  hand acknow- 
ledged t h a t  Thompson t o l d  hlm of  l o t s  o f  "unnecessary" and 
"need less"  k i l l i n g - - " p r i n c i p a l l y  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d e r  
men" ; of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between Thompson and t h e  ground 
commander; t h e  evacua t ion  of c i v i l i a n s  by gunship; and t h e  
evacua t ion  of a c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Watke claimed no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a c a p t a i n  ( o r  any i n d i v i d u a l )  s h o o t i n g  a woman; 
of a d i t c h  c o n t a i n i n g  bod ies ;  any grouping of more than  2 o r  3 
bodies ;  o r  of any person shoo t ing  i n t o  bodi,es. MAJ  Watke 
s t a t e d  he thought  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  were "over-dramatizing" what 
they  s a w ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  ga ined t h e  impress ion  t h a t  about  30 
noncombatants had been k i l l e d .  

Those personnel  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  
of  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Thompson r e p o r t e d  t o  Watke--CPT Lloyd and SP5 
Kubert--in t h e i r  test imony g e n e r a l l y  agreed wj t h  what Watke 
s t a t e d  was t o l d  him by Thompson. Both agree  t h a t  Thompson 
w a s  angered,  b u t  n e i t h e r  could  r e c a l l  Thompson's mentioning 
anyone shoo t ing  a wounded woman, anything about  a d i t c h  
c o n t a i n i n g  bod ies ,  o r  anyone s h o o t i n g  i n t o  such a d i t c h .  
They a l s o  agreed t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of  need less  k i l l i n g  was 
c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  (Kubert s t a t e d  t h e  term "murder" was used) and 
t h a t  a f t e r  Thompson had completed h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  was a c l e a r  
unders tanding t h a t  a s e r i o u s  charge had been a l l e g e d  
a g a i n s t  TF Barker .  -. I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  no te  t h a t  much of 
what MAJ Watke rece ived  from W01 Thompson was r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  
complaints  of o t h e r  members a t  t h e  t ime Thompson made h i s  r e p o r t  
and l a t e r  on d u r i n g  t h e  day when, according t o  MAJ Watke, o t h e r  
peop le  who w e r e  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  "came t o  
me (and s a i d )  .... t h a t  t h e r e  were people k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  " . 

I n  succeeding p a r t s  of  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  r e f e r e n c e s  w i l l  
be made t o  t h e  Thompson Report--as such,  t h e  Thompson Report . is  
cons idered  an o u t l i n e  of t h e  exper iences  of W01 Thompson from 
t h e  t i m e  he a r r i v e d  over  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  0730 hours ,  16 March, 
u n t i l  he r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  r e f u e l  a t  approximately 1130 
hours .  

4. ~ o k n a n d  Response t o  t h e  Thompson Report 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e r e  was a  requirement  f o r  immediate 
and p o s i t i v e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Thompson Report.  I n s t e a d ,  MAJ 
Watke s t a t e d  he " thought  t h e  m a t t e r  over" f o r  15 minutes and 
I 



-	 then  went t o  t h e  TF Barker TOC t o  r e p o r t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t o  
LTC Barker.  Barker was r e p o r t e d  by Watke t o  have evinced no 
s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e  charge--probably because he had a l r e a d y  gained 
a  knowledge of  some of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  through r a d i o  t r ansmiss ions  
and t e l ephone  c a l l s  a l r eady  discussed--and advised  Watke t h a t  h e  
would look i n t o  t h e  mat te r .  According t o  Watke;' LTC Barker then  
made arrangements t o  d e p a r t  t h e  a r e a  and v i s i t  t h e  u n i t  involved 
i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  ' Watke s t a t e d  he was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
mat te r  was now i n  t h e  hands of someone who could t a k e  t h e  neces- 
s a r y  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  

Watke's subsequent  a c t i a n s  dur ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 
March a r e  n o t  c l e a r  s i n c e  of  t h e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l s  involved-- 
Barker ,  Calhoun, and Watke--LTC Barker i s  deceased and MAJ 
Calhoun re fused  t o  t e s t i f y  f u r t h e r  on t h e  grounds t h a t  such 
a c t i o n  might be s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g .  Watke s t a t e d  t h a t  sometime 
dur ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  he again .saw LTC Barker  who 
advised  Watke t h a t  a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  C Company's l o c a t i o n  and 
speaking t o  people  on t h e  ground, he  could  n o t  l o c a t e  t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  wi th  whom Thompson had had t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  MAJ 
Watke t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Barker f u r t h e r  advised  him t h a t  whi le  a  
smal l  number of noncombatants had been k i l l e d  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  
it was " a  r e s u l t  of j u s t i f i a b l e  s i t u a t i o n s "  and t h a t  Barker 
had found no th ing  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of people 
had been k i l l e d .  I n  cons ide r ing  t h e  adequacy of M A J  
Watke ' s . subsequent  a c t i o n s ,  it should  be noted  t h a t  he (Watke) 
"didn ' t b e l i e v e  Colonel Barker.  " .  

Watke's n e x t  known a c t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  

came a t  about  2200 hours 16 March, 1 0  hours  a f t e r  Thompson 

had made h i s  r e p o r t . .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  MAJ Watke a t  l a s t  went 

t o  h i s  immediate s u p e r i o r ,  LTC Holladay, commander of t h e  

123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  


I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand why M A J  Watke, a f t e r  

r e c e i v i n g  , a  r e p o r t  which he  recognized a s  "very s e v e r e , "  

would i n i t i a l l y  c o n t e n t  himself  wi th  a d v i s i n g  

only t h e  commander of t h e  TF. While he had rece ived  

cons ide rab le  c o r r o b o r a t i o n  of  Thompson's s t o r y  from o t h e r  

pe r sonne l ,  i t  would have been a  s imple  and l o g i c a l  s t e p  t o  

have confirmed some of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  through low-level  

reconnaissance ,  us ing  one of Watke's a v a i l a b l e  aero-scout  

teams. The need f o r  such a c t i o n  should have become even 

more apparen t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March when LTC 

Barker t o l d  Watke t h a t  he had found no subs tance  t o  t h e  

Thompson'Report. I t  should have been c l e a r  t o  M A J  Watke, 

a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of LTC B a r k e r ' s  d e n i a l ,  t h a t  no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  

would be t aken  u n l e s s  Watke i n i t i a t e d  it. Yet d e s p i t e  h i s  

b e l i e f  t h a t  Barker  was l y i n g ,  Watke took no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  

u n t i l  l a t e  t h a t  n i g h t  when h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  LTC Holladay a t  

t h e  l a t t e r ' s  q u a r t e r s  i n  Chu La i .  




Testimony concerning t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  information 
which Watke passed t o  Holladay i n  t h e i r  meeting c o n t a i n s  some 
d i s c r e p a n c i e s .  LTC Hol laday ' s  v e r s i o n  o f  Watke's r e p o r t  t o  
him on 16 March c i t e d  s p e c i f i c  i tems of  t h e  Thompson Report 
which Watke d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  p rov id ing  him. Holladay s t a t e d  
t h a t  Watke informed him a t  t h a t  t i m e  o f  such t h i n g s  a s  t h e  
bod ies  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  s e r g e a n t  shoo t ing  i ,n to  t h e  d i t ch - -  
i t e m s  which Watke d i d  n o t  remember, but '  d i d  n o t  d i s p u t e  h e a r i n g  
from Thompson o r  r e p o r t i n g  t o  Holladay. 

While puzz l ing ,  such d i s c r e p a n c i e s  do n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  

conclus ion  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  a  major war crime w e r e  t r a n s - 

m i t t e d  by  Watke t o  Holladay. Both LTC Holladay and Watke 

agreed t h a t  Watke r e p o r t e d  Thompson's charge t h a t  t h e r e  had 

been l o t s  of "unnecessary" and "need less"  k i l l i n g - - " p r i m a r i l y  

women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d e r  men." LTC Holladay s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  

was g r e a t l y  concerned over  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  m a t t e r ,  b u t  

a f t e r  "agoniz ing"  over  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  a long  t i m e ,  dec ided 

a g a i n s t  awakening h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  BG George Young, A s s i s t a n t  

Divis ion  Commander. / 


I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand why LTC Holladay took 
no s t e p s  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made o r  t o  o b t a i n  in fo rmat ion  
f i r s t - h a n d  from Thompson o r  any of  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  o r  crew 
members who were l i v i n g  a t  Chu Lai .  This  omission was t o  be  
repea ted  a t  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Div i s ion  Commander and Div i s ion  
Commander l e v e l s  and was a  major reason why t h e  f u l l  c o n t e n t s  
of t h e  Thompson Report ,  and an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  enormity 
of t h e  a t r o c i t y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  reach t h o s e  l e v e l s  of -

. command. U n t i l  t h e  Department of t h e  Army i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was i n i t i a t e d  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  only  MAJ Watke and COL Henderson 
(which w i l l  b e  exp la ined  i n  more d e t a i l  l a t e r )  had in te rv iewed  


W 0 1  Thompson concerning h i s  obse rva t ions  and a c t i o n s  oh 16 

March. 


A t  0800 t h e  fo l lowing  morning, 17 March, LTC Holladay 
and MAJ Watke r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Div i s ion  Commander, BG 
Young. MAJ Watke recounted  f o r  BG Young t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
he had rece ived  from Thompson and o t h e r  personnel  of h i s  u n i t .  
I n  h i s  account  o f  t h i s  meeting, BG Young s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was 
n o t  appr i sed  o f  any charges  of  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  o r  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  noncombatants; he  gained t h e  impress ion  from 
M A J  Watke t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  major concern was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  ground f o r c e s , a n d  
an a v i a t i o n  u n i t  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  noncombatants 
had been caught i n  a c r o s s - f i r e  between US and VC f o r c e s .  
By BG Young's account ,  Watke made no mention of a l a r g e  number 
of bodies  i n  a d i t c h ;  of an i n d i v i d u a l  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  con-
t a i n i n g  bodies ;  of  a  c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a  woman; of any r e f e r e n c e  



t o  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ;  o r  of o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  
confirming Thompson 's Report.  LTC Holladay was e q u a l l y  
c l e a r  t h a t  a t  t h i s  meeting MAJ Watke t o l d  BG Young of t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning t h e  bod ies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  
f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between Thompson 
and a  ,ground commander, and t h e  e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g  of noncom-
b a t a n t s  by TF Barker .  MAJ Watke t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
repea ted  t o  BG Young t h e  same account  he  had heard  from h i s  
men and r e l a t e d . t o  LTC Holladay t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Thompson w a s  nok t h e  only  source  of  t h e  a l l e -  
g a t i o n s .  

A t  about  noon on t h e  same aay (Sunday, 17 March) , 
BG Young advised  MG Samuel Koster ,  t h e  Commanding General  
of t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  he  had rece ived  
from t h e  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  The test imony of  both  MG Koster  
and BG Young i s  i n  g e n e r a l  agreement t h a t  only  a very smal l  
p a r t  of t h e  Thompson Report was g iven t o  t h e  Divis ion  Commander. 
I n  h i s  test imony b e f o r e  t h i s  I n q u i r y ,  MG Koster  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
denied  r e c e i v i n g  any r e p o r t  of  a c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a  woman, of 
bodies i n  a d i t c h ,  of  an i n d i v i d u a l  shoo t ing  i n t o  a d i t c h ,  of  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of noncombatants, o r  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o t h e r  
a v i a t i o n  personnel  had confirmed Thompson's a l l e g a t i o n s .  
MG Koster  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  meeting, h i s  two 
primary concerns were t h a t  ground t r o o p s  had endangered c i v i l i a n s  
by f i r i n g  more t h a n  t h e  c i rcumstances  r e q u i r e d ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  
had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between ground and a v i a t i o n  u n i t s .  
However, i n  a previous  s t a t ement  g iven t o  t h e  Criminal  Inves t iga -  
t i o n  Div i s ion  ( C I D ) ,  MG Koster  acknowledged t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
meeting wi th  BG Young he was advised  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some 
" i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s . "  I n  any 
e v e n t ,  t h e  meeting terminated  w i t h  MG K o s t e r ' s  d i r e c t i n g  BG 
Young t o  i n s t r u c t  COL Henderson t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a t  l e a s t  two 
m a t t e r s ,  i . e . ,  t h e . c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t r o o p s  
had f i r e d  more t h a n  was r e q u i r e d .  

The d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  t h e  test imony of  BG Young and t h a t  
of LTC Holladay and M A J  Watke a s  t o  what MAJ  Watke r e p o r t e d  t o  
BG Young i s  of c r u c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of a l l  t h a t  
followed. I n  h i s  test imony MG Koster  confirmed p a r t s  o f  BG 
Young's account  of t h e i r  conversa t ion  on 17 March, which would 
t end  t o  s u p p o r t  BG Young's v e r s i o n  of  what M A J  Watke had r e p o r t e d  
t o  him t h a t  morning. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, it s e e m s  most u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  Holladay and Watke would have r e l a y e d  a v e r s i o n  of  t h e  
Thompson Report which emphasized t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between members 
of t h e i r  unit and t h e  ground f o r c e s  and omi t t ed  mention of t h e  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants t h a t  had caused t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  Having every  reason t o  expec t  t h a t  t h e i r  r e p o r t  
would i n i t i a t e  an immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  Holladay and Watke 
had no d i s c e r n i b l e  reason f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  from t h e  Thompson 
Report t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  



noncombatants by TF Barker  when they  r e l a y e d  it t o  BG Young. 
The test imony of LTC Holladay and'.MAJ Watke, suppor ted  by a l l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of l o g i c  and s e l f - i n t e r e s t  of t h e  p a r t i e s ,  compel 
t h e  conclus ions :  (1) That  BG Young w a s  t o l d  about  Thompson's 
charges of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants, and ( 2 )  t h a t  
BG Young passed such- in fo rmat ion  on t o  MG Koster .  

It  would appear  t h a t  both  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  sought  i n  t h e i r  
test imony t o  u n d e r s t a t e  t h e  complaint  of W01 Thompson a s  r e l ayed  
t o  them and t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  i n  t h i s  way t h e i r  subsequent  l ack  of 
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n .  Such a conclus ion  sugges t s  t h a t  t h e s e  two 
i n d i v i d u a l s  sought  t o  suppress  t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  concerning t h e  
e v e n t s  surrounding t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  The evidence  i n d i c a t i n g  
such suppress ion  of  informat ion  i s  p resen ted  i n  Chapter  11. 

5. I n d i c a t o r s  of Unusual Events 

During t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  of 16-18 March, t h e r e  were 
many i n d i c a t o r s  of unusual  e v e n t s .  These should have a ided  i n  
making t h e  cha in  of command aware of t h e  unusual  e v e n t s  which 
t r a n s p i r e d  on 16 March. C e r t a i n  of t h e s e  a c t s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  
p r e v i o u s l y  a s  i n c i d e n t s  which were c i t e d  i n  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  re -
p o r t s  submit ted  through t h e  normal cha in  of command. There were, 
however, a d d i t i o n a l  i n c i d e n t s  which, when observed by o r  brought  
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of exper ienced pe r sonne l ,  should  have been s u f -  
f i c i e n t  cause t o  a l e r t  commanders and/or s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  an unusual  s i t u a t i o n .  The primary purpose of t h i s  
s e c t i o n  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  and d i s c u s s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  r e l e v a n t  t o  
t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  which a r e  n o t  t r e a t e d  a s  s p e c i a l  s u b j e c t s  i n  
o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  and which a r e  cons idered  t o  be i n -  
d i c a t i o n s  of t h e  occurrence  of an unusual  e v e n t .  The l i s t  of  i n -
d i c a t o r s  i s  n o t  a l l  i n c l u s i v e ;  only t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s  a r e  d i scussed  
which, when cons idered  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
which e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  t ime,  should  have caused a r e a c t i o n  on t h e  
p a r t  of t h e  commander and/or s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  

The r e a c t i o n  t o  each s p e c i f i c  i n d i c a t o r  should  be cons idered  
i n  l i g h t  of  an awareness o r  knowledge of  o t h e r  e v e n t s  o r  i n d i c a t -
o r s  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  concerned. A s  an a i d c i n  making t h i s  judge-
ment, t h e  fo l lowing i s  a l i s t  of  i n c i d e n t s  which have a l r e a d y  been 
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  of t h e  r e p o r t  and a r e  cons ide red  t o  have 
been an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  an unusual  e v e n t  had occurred  dur ing  t h e  
Son My o p e r a t i o n :  

(1) Reports and/or Observat ions of  Noncombatant C a s u a l t i e s  

(2 )  Reports  of Conf ron ta t ion  Between W01 Thompson and a 
Ground Uni t  Commander 

( 3 )  Reports  of a  Capta in  Shooting a Wounded Woman 



( 4 )  	 Reports of Bodies Observed i n  a Ditch 

(5 )  	 Reports  of Indiscriminate/Unnecessary F i r i n g  

(6 )  	 Reports of  a  S o l d i e r  F i r i n g  i n t o  a Ditch Conta in ing 
'Bodies 

(7 )  	 Reports  of H e l i c o p t e r  Gunships and Scout  Ship  Landing 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  

, ( 8 )  	 R e p o r t s - o f  Complaints by W01 Thompson and o t h e r  

Avia t ion  ~ e r s ' o n n e l  


I n  add i ton  t h e r e  were i n c i d e n t s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
which i n d i c a t e  t h e  occurrence  of a n  unusual  e v e n t  i n  Son My. 
Such i n c i d e n t s . o r  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  ~ H r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence 
and a r e  fol lowed by a d i s c u s s i o n  of each i n d i c a t o r  t o  i n c l u d e  
informat ion  concerning t h e  r e a c t i o n  of commanders and s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  a t  each l e v e l  of  command: 

(1) 	A r t i l l e r y  Planned and F i r e d  on My Lai  ( 4 )  

( 2 )  	 Gunships and L i f t s h i p s  F i r e  on My Lai  ( 4 )  

( 3 )  	 The Exodus of C i v i l i a n s  

( 4 )  	 Observat ion of Burning Bui ld ings  

( 5 )  	 I n i t i a l  Report of High VC Body Count 

(6 )  	 Report of High VC Body Count A t t r i b u t e d  t o  

A r t i l l e r y  F i r e  


( 7 )  	 LOW R a t i o  of  Weapons Captured t o  VC K I A  

( 8 )  	 Absence of Reports  of Enemy Contact  and Requests 
f o r  F i r e  Support 

( 9 )  	 Report of Departure of VC from My Lai  ( 4 )  

( 1 0 )  Low ~ a t i o  of  US C a s u a l t i e s  t o  VC C a s u a l t i e s  

(11) Commander's Order t o  Return t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  

a. 	 A r t i l l e r y  Planned and Firec? on My La i  ( 4 )  

One of t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  
was t o  be  conducted wi thout  r ega rd  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  of  noncombat-
a n t s  i s  i n  t h e  p lann ing  of a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  f o r  t h e  combat as-
s a u l t  of C/1-20 I n f .  From t h e  o u t s e t ,  it was planned f o r  a r t i l -  
l e r y  f i r e  t o  f a l l  on o r  a longs ide  t h e  i n h a b i t e d  hamlet  of My Lai 
( 4 ) .  LTC Luper, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander; M A J  Calhoun, 



TF Barker S3, CPT Vazquez, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  wi th  TF 
Barker; and CPT Medina, t h e  C Company commander, a l l  agreed 
t h a t  it was p a r t  of LTC B a r k e r ' s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prepara-  
t i o n  f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  t o  l a n d  on t h e  edge of t h e  hamlet .  
While such a c t i o n  was w i t h i n  t h e  l e g a l  l i m i t s  of t h e  r u l e s  of  
engagement (ROE) i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  was, c l e a r l y  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  p o l i c y  and wi thout  r ega rd  f o r  
t h e  l i v e s  .of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

The hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  was l o c a t e d  i n  an a r e a  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  under VC domination and c o n t r o l .  Clearance  
t o  f i r e  was ob ta ined  from Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  a f t e r  a 
check on t h e i r  p a r t  r e v e a l e d  no-Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  
operaking i n  t h e  a r e a .  No check was made o r  a s su rance  g iven 
t h a t  noncombatants were n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  For a l l  
p r a c t i c a l  purposes ,  Province and D i s t r i c t  a u t h o r i t i e s  regarded 
Son My V i l l a g e  a s  a f r e e - f i r e  zone and would approve any re-
q u e s t  f o r  f i r e  i f  Army Republic  of Vietnam (AAVN) u n i t s  o r  
personnel  w e r e  n o t  endangered. This  was known by LTC Barker 
and h i s  s t a f f .  

The i n h a b i t a n t s  of VC-dominated a r e a s ,  such a s  My Lai  
( 4 )  were f r e q u e n t l y  encouraged through Government o f  Vietnam (GVN) 
and US e f f o r t s  t o  evacua te  t h e s e  a r e a s  s i n c e  they w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
unannounced f i r e s  by a r t i l l e r y  and a i r .  I t  w a s  known, how- 
e v e r ,  t h a t  many persons e l e c t e d  o r  were fo rced  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
r i s k s  a t t e n d a n t  i n  remaining and t h u s  t h e r e  w e r e  v i l l a g e s  and 
hamlets  such a s  My Lai  ( 4 )  where r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  numbers of  
persons ,  both  w i l l i n g l y  and u n w i l l i n g l y ,  l i v e d  i n  VC-controlled 
a r e a s .  This  p r i n c i p l e  was recognized i n  MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-3 
( e x h i b i t  D-6) which s t a t e s  t h a t  personnel  l i v i n g  i n  VC-controlled 
a r e a s  w i l l  n o t  b e  cons idered  VC s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e i r  
presence  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

While MG Koster  and COL Henderson b o t h  s t a t , e d  it was 
n o t  t h e i r  p o l i c y  t o  employ a r t i l l e r y  on i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e s , :  
t h e  f a c t s  of 1,6 March r e v e a l  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way of  c o n t r o l s  t o  
p reven t  such i n c i d e n t s .  Even i f  one w e r e  t o  assume ignorance  
on t h e  p a r t  of 1 1 t h  Brigade personnel  concerning knowledge 
t h a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  w a s  populated--an assumption n o t  borne  o u t  i n  
f a c t  _ --such an assumption was c l e a r l y  des t royed  when, a f t e r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was completed, l a r g e  groups of  
people  w e r e  seen  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  by a l l  of t h e  commanders 
d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n :  CPT Medina, MAJ  Watke, 
LTC Barker ,  LTC Luper, and COL Henderson. Concurrent ly ,  
wi th  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  ground by 
each of  these ' same i n d i v i d u a l s ,  less MAJ Watke, who dez ied  
s e e i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  it should  have been apparen t  

1 



t h a t  US firepower had i n f l i c t e d  c a s u a l t i e s  among the  noncom-
ba tan t s  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  Despite t hese  observat ions ,  no a c t i o n  
was taken t o  provide r e l i e f  o r  a s s i s t ance  t o  t h e  noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s  nor was any s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t  i n i t i a t e d  t o  de te r -  
mine t h e  e x t e n t  of such c a s u a l t i e s  u n t i l  much l a t e r  i n  t h e  day 
when COL Henderson d i r e c t e d  TF Barker t o  send C Company back 
through My Lai ( 4 )  t o  determine t h e  exac t  na ture  of noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s .  This be l a t ed  e f f o r t  w a s  stopped by MG Koster 
who countermanded the  order  of COL Henderson, a t  a time when he 
a l ready had knowledge t h a t  a t  l e a s t  "20 t o  28"  noncombatants 
had been k i l l e d .  

b. Gunships and L i f t s h i p s  F i r e  on My Lai ( 4 )  

Another e a r l y  i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  commanders i n  t h e  Son 
My operat ion disregarded the  s a f e t y  and welfare  of  noncombat- 
an t s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  firepower of ava i l ab l e  he l i cop te r s  
was used f r e e l y  and i n  some cases  ind isc r imina te ly  i n  and 
around the  inhabi ted  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  . 

CPT Medina s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  l i f t s h i p s  made t h e i r  
approach t o  t h e  LZ, t h e  gunships were f i r i n g  suppress ive  f i r e ,  
u t i l i z i n g  40mm grenades, 2.75 inch rocke ts ,  and 5.56mrn "mini-
guns, " on both s i d e s  of t he  LZ. A s  t h e  l i f t s h i p s  came i n ,  
the  door gunners on the  ou ts ide  of t h e  "V" f i r e d  M-60 machine-
guns i n  suppress ive  f i r e  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  hamlet u n t i l  t he  
he l i cop te r s  touched down. Many of t h e  t roops  on t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t  corroborated CPT Medina' s testimony. 

LT (now M r .  ) Alaux, ( t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer 
a t tached t o  t h e  company) s t a t e d  t h a t  gunships f i r e d  " i n t o  t h e  
t r e e s  and t h e  hootches" along the .  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  hamlet us ing 
rockets  and miniguns. Alaux t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one 
of t h e  bodies he observed had been k i l l e d  by miniguns. 

CPT Vazquez ind i ca t ed  t h a t  t h e  gunships f i r e d  along 
the  s ides  of t h e  LZ and on the  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  hamlet,  bu t  he 
d id  not  be l i eve  they f i r e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t he  hamlet i t s e l f .  ' ;. 

W 0 1  Hugh Thompson s t a t e d  t h a t  he observed gunships 
accompanying the  l i f t s h i p s  "shooting it up p r e t t y  good." 
He a l s o  observed these  same gunships "working over" the  area  
where he l a t e r  observed numerous Vietnamese c a s u a l t i e s .  ' 



A t a p e  record ing  made by CPT Lewellen i n  t h e  TF Barker 
TOC r e v e a l s  t h a t  LTC Barker  ordered  "no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on door 
gunners " which had t h e  e f f e c t  of p e r m i t t i n g  them t o  f i r e  
suppress ive  f i r e s  i n t o  t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  f i n a l  
approach t o  t h e  LZ. 

A s  was t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  use  of a r t i l l e r y ,  
a knowledge of t h e  planned o r  a c t u a l  use  of h e l i c o p t e r  f i r e -  
power i n  suppor t  of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  t a c t i c a l  
d e s i r a b i l i t y ,  c a r r i e d  wi th  it t h e  awareness t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was be ing conducted wi th  an  unusual  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  
of noncombatants. Even aga in  assuming an ignorance  of t h e  i n -  
h a b i t e d  s t a t u s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  p r i o r  t o  t h e  operat ion--and such 
an assumption cannot  be subs tant ia ted--such ignorance  was d i s -
p e l l e d  when people commenced d e p a r t i n g  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n  l a r g e  
numbers, immediately fo l lowing t h e  l and ing  of U S  t r o o p s . :  

Again, a s  was t h e  case  i n  t h e  use of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  
commanders d i d  n o t  r e a c t  when faced w i t h  t h e  knowledge t h a t  
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  had been unnecessa r i ly  caused by 
U S  f i repower .  

c .  The Exodus of C i v i l i a n s  

Another e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  
was n o t  a normal, r o u t i n e ,  combat a s s a u l t ,  occurred  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  a t  C Company's LZ te rminated .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My La i  ( 4 )  which 
was t o  be c l e a r  of a l l  " f r i e n d l y  i n h a b i t a n t s "  by 0730, .  
suddenly became t h e  scene  of a  mass exodus of personnel .  COL 
HendeYson, aboard h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  LTC 
(now COL) Luper and t h e  11 th  Brigade S3, MAJ McKnight, observed 
approximately 300 Vietnamese e x i t i n g  t h e  hamlet of My La i  ( 4 )  
a long Route 521. 

According t o  t h e  t a p e  record ing  of a p o r t i o n  of t h e  r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  made d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  morning of 16 
March, LTC Barker  was informed by t h e  174th  Avia t ion  Company 
gunships commander t h a t  most of t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  group 
moving along t h e  r o u t e  " look l i k e  women a n d ' c h i l d r e n  and farm- 
ers, " . There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  LTC Barker admonished CPT 
Medina t o  e x e r c i s e  c a u t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime because t h e r e  
were noncombatants i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  given him e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o rde r .  -



CPT Vazquez, who was accompanying LTC Barker  on h i s  
command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  noted t h a t  many v i l l a g e r s  
evacuated t h e  hamlet a f t e r  t h e  gunships had expended t h e i r  
suppress ive  ordnance around t h e  LZ. He a l s o  noted t h e  
bod ies  of Vietnamese i n  an a r e a  where t h e  gunships had made 
a f i r i n g  run .  

MAJ Watke observed t h e  exodus whi le  f l y i n g  a s  co-
p i l o t  on one of t h e  gunships,  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  screen-
i n g  of the' Vietnamese from t h e  a i r .  

1.t i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  
it should have been apparent  to commanders from t h e  p la toon  t o  
t h e  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  t h a t  something had gone wrong i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
The f i r e  s u p p o r t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t  a t  My. La i  ( 4 )  was based 
on an assumption t h a t  t h e  hamlet  would e i t h e r  be occupied by 
t h e  48th Local  Force (LF) B a t t a l i o n  o r  un inhab i t ed ;  t h e  even t s  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  preceding paragraphs e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h i s  
assumption r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  absence of i n h a b i t a n t s  was f a l s e  
and t h a t  noncombatants had been k i l l e d .  Except f o r  t h e  re -
p o r t e d  admonition by COL Henderson a t  about  0 9 0 0  hours  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  "want any unnecessary k i l l i n g  going on down t h e r e "  
--an o r d e r  COL Henderson s p e c i f i c a l l y  denied i s s u i n g  - a l l  
commanders concerned apparen t ly  e l e c t e d  t o  ignore  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

d. Observat ion of Burning Bui ld ings  

During t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March, many i n d i v i d -
u a l s  n o t i c e d  burning b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet complex, 
According t o  COL Henderson's tes t imony,  he observed s e v e r a l  
b u i l d i n g s  burning whi le  he was o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  ope2a t iona l  a r e a  
i n  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r .  He con tac ted  LTC 
Barker t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  burnings  and Barker ,  i n  
t u r n ,  con tac ted  CPT Medina on t h e  ground and posed t h e  q u e s t i o n  
t o  him. LTC-Barker, a f t e r  h i s  c a l l  t o  CPT Medina, then  
informed COL Henderson t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  were be ing des t royed  
by t h e  Vietnamese Nat ional  P o l i c e  who were accompanying Company 
C on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  ( I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were no Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  wi th  Company C a t  t h i s  t i m e . )  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
had r e p o r t e d l y  found "weapons, o r  hand grenades,  o r  ammunition, 
o r  i t e m s  of m i l i t a r y  equipment" i n  t h e  houses and w e r e  burning 
them f o r  t h i s  reason,  COL Henderson s t a t e d  he then  informed 
LTC Barker  t h a t  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  accompanying TF Barker 



f o r c e s  f e l l  under h i s  ( B a r k e r ' s )  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  and o rde red  
LTC Barker t o  have t h e  burning of s t r u c t u r e s  s topped immediately 
because "we had no a u t h o r i t y  t o  burn houses." Although 
COL Henderson claimed t o  have t aken  a c t i o n  t o  h a l t  t h e  burning 
of s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e r e  i s  cons ide rab le  evidence i n  t h e  test imony 
by members of Company C t h a t  t h e  burning of hamlets  cont inued 
throughout  t h e  remainder of t h e  o p e r a t i o n . -  

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t ,  once a g a i n ,  commanders from t h e  p la toon  

t o  t h e  b r igade  l e v e l  wi tnessed  t h e  occurrence  of i n c i d e n t s  

which were i n  themselves i l l e g a l ,  b u t  even more impor tant  i n  

t h e  i n s t a n t  c a s e ,  w e r e  y e t  another  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  elements  of 

TF Barker  were engaged i n  an unusual  o p e r a t i o n .  While MG 

Koster  and COL Henderson i n  t h e i r  appearance b e f o r e  t h i s  In- 

q u i r y  both  mainta ined t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a f i r m  p o l i c y  a g a i n s t  

t h e  burning of Vietnamese s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h i s  p o l i c y  was p a t e n t l y  

i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  TF Barker  on 16 March. 


e. 	 I n i t i a l  Report of High V i e t  Cong Body Count 

Another i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  unusual  n a t u r e  of even t s  a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  concerning c a s u a l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  a g a i n s t  
t h e  enemy f o r c e .  Within 70 minutes of i t s  touchdown, C Company 
had r e p o r t e d  9 0  VC k i l l e d  i n  i t s  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n . [  Such 
r e p o r t s  could be  expected t o  r e f l e c t  a  high degree  of s a t i s f a c -
t i o n  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  of TF Barker and could  l o g i c a l l y  expec t  t o  
cause  i n q u i r i e s  concerning t a c t i c s  used,  enemy u n i t s  encoun-
t e r e d ,  and s i m i l a r  r e q u e s t s  f o r  in fo rmat ion ,  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  apparen t ly  resounding success  passed  w i t h  no sub-
s t a n t i v e  i n q u i r y  by commanders a t  t a s k  f o r c e ,  b r i g a d e ,  o r  d i v i -  
s i o n  l e v e l - - t h i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  were i n  t h e  
a r e a  f o r  va ry ing  l e n g t h s  of t i m e  on t h e  morning of 16 March. 
There i s  l i t t l e  t o  e x p l a i n  why none of t h e s e  t h r e e  commanders 
e v e r  landed i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  observed 

*what should have been r e a d i l y  apparen t  t o  anyone o v e r f l y i n g  t h e  
a r e a  a t  less t h a n  1,000 f e e t .  

The minimum command r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  of h igh  
VC c a s u a l t i e s  should  have inc luded i n q u i r y  concerning l o c a t i o n  
and s i z e  of enemy f o r c e ,  u n i t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of e x p l o i t a t i o n .  There i s  no evidence t h a t  any such i n q u i r y  was 
made. 

f .  	 Report of High V i e t  Cong Body Count A t t r i b u t e d  t o  
A r t i l l e r y  F i r e  



A t  0840 hours ,  16 March, TF Barker pe r sonne l  recorded 
i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  journa l  t h a t  C Company had , "coun ted  69 VC 
KIA" a t  a l o c a t i o n  which i s  almost  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  hamlet of 
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  This  same e n t r y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
was advised  of t h i s  informat ion .  However, t h e  Brigade J o u r n a l  
r e f l e c t s  no informat ion  concerning t h i s  s u b j e c t  u n t i l  55 min-
u t e s  l a t e r  when t h e  l o c a t i o n  is  s h i f t e d  t o  a  p o i n t  over  600 
meters  nor thwest  of t h e  o r i q i n a l  s i t e  and t h e  cause  of dea th  i s  
s t a t e d  a s  " a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . "  This  same informat ion  i s  re -
corded i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion  J o u r n a l  a t  0 9 4 0  hours  and n o t e s  
t h a t  t h e  G2, G3, CofS, and I11 MAF have been n o t i f i e d . .  
The de lay  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  in fo rmat ion ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  change 
i n  l o c a t i o n ,  and t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a s  t h e  
cause  of dea th  have n o t  been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  exp la ined .  While 
t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  r e p o r t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  re-
mains t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  0940 hours ,  16 March, every headquar- 
t e r s  i n  t h e  cha in  of command from TF Barker t o  I11 MAF was a-
ware of t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  had k i l l e d  69 VC i n  t h e  
Son My o p e r a t i o n .  

Testimony of  a l l  personnel  concerned wi th  t h e  Son My op- 
e r a t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  of ou t s t and ing  a r t i l l e r y  suc-
c e s s  caused l i t t l e  r e a c t i o n  among e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  o r  i n f a n t r y  
commanders. The a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander, LTC Luper, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  rece ived  n o t i c e  of t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  about  0930 
hours ,  16 March, w h i l e  f l y i n g  aboard COL Henderson's  h e l i c o p t e r  

and a f t e r  he  had seen 15-20 bod ies ,  a number of which 
were women and c h i l d r e n ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  road sou th  of My Lai  
( 4 ) .  When ques t ioned  concerning h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  LTC Luper s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  check i n t o  it f u r -
t h e r  s i n c e  he  cons idered  it a "normal o p e r a t i o n "  and 
t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  69 VC i n  an a r t i l l e r y  preparation of 1 0 0  
rounds i s  n o t  unusual  " i f  you a r e  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  c a t c h  t h e  
enemy i n  t h e  open . " .  There i s  no th ing  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
LTC Luper o r  any o t h e r  person e i t h e r  saw o r  r ece ived  a r e p o r t  
of VC i n  t h e  open. To t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  LTC Luper ' s  s u s p i c i o n s  
should have been aroused when t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  group of people  
he observed was approximately 50 c i v i l i a n s  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  a r e a  
of My La i  ( 4 )  immediately fo l lowing t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  - k l  
on a v i l l a g e  which he had be l i eved  was "no t  popula ted ."  
Despite  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  LTC Luper knew t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had 
been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and by h i s  own admission,  
he was aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  20  c i v i l i a n s  were r e p o r t e d  
k i l l e d  by " a r t i l l e r y  and/or gunsh ips , "  Luper made no 
e f f o r t  t o  de termine  i f  a r t i l l e r y  from h i s  u n i t  had k i l l e d  
noncombatants nor d i d  he q u e s t i o n  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  (LNO) a t  TF Barker ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward obse rve r  



w i t h  t h e  r i f le  company i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t -  
t e r y  commander concerning t h i s  m a t t e r .  

I t  would appear  t h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  re-
sponse t o  t h e  h igh c a s u a l t y  count  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y ,  was 
taken by COL Henderson. While COL Henderson i n d i c a t e d  h i s  o r d e r  
t o  t u r n  C Company around and r e t u r n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  occur red  2 
days l a t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h i s  occurred  on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of 16 March. I n  COL Henderson's words, he was 
" susp ic ious  of t h e  body count"  ' and " d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it 
w a s  c o r r e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r y  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . "  - While t h e r e  
is some q u e s t i o n  concerning MG K o s t e r ' s  knowledge of t h e  r e p o r t  
of 69 VC K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  a t  t h e  t i m e  he countermanded t h i s  o r -
d e r ,  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  he was, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  aware of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  from "20 t o  28" noncombatants had been k i l l e d  i n  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and t h a t  t h e  VC body count  had reached 128. 

g. Low R a t i o  of Weapons ~ a ~ t u r e d ' t o  Cong K i l l e d  i n  V i e t  
Act ion (VC KIA)  

Another f a c t  concerning t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  of TF 
Barker  which i n d i c a t e d  an o p e r a t i o n  of an unusual  n a t u r e  was 
t h e  p a u c i t y  of cap tu red  weapons exper ienced by TF Barker .  While 
t h e  TF had a g e n e r a l l y  low r a t i o  of weapons cap tu red  t o  VC KIA--
it averaged approximately 1 t o  10 -- the r a t i o  of less than  
1 t o  40, exper ienced on 16 March should  have caused some 
i n q u i r y .  The combined e f f e c t  of many smal l  i n c i d e n t s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h i s  low r a t i o  and t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  re -
p o r t e d  by TF Barker  on 16 March was s u f f i c i e n t  cause  f o r  cons ider-  
a b l e  concern and s u s p i c i o n .  

On 15 March t h e  b r igade  commander v i s i t e d  TF Barker  and,  
i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  assembled command- 
ers and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  of TF Barker ,  made t h e  s u b j e c t  of  cap-
t u r i n g  enemy weapons a  m a t t e r  of primary concern. COL Henderson 
s t a t e d  he advised  a l l  concerned t h a t  they  should make a-much 
g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  t o  improve t h e i r  performance i n  r egard  t o  c a p t u r i n g  
and recover ing  enemy weapons. Yet on t h e  fo l lowing day,  when 
t h e  enemy was purpor ted ly  caugnr by s u r p r i s e  i n  l a r g e  numbers, 
t h e  number of weapons cap tu red  dropped t o  a token f i g u r e .  Again 
COL Henderson's " s u s p i c i o n s "  concerning.body count  appear  t o  
have been w e l l  founded. What i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand i s  t h a t  
no such " susp ic ions"  e x i s t e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  The most cu r sory  
a n a l y s i s  of TF B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n  of 16 March would have revea led  
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  which, a s  a  minimun, d i c t a t e d  a need f o r  guidance 
from s e n i o r  commanders. F i r s t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  90 enemy r e p o r t e d  k i l l -  
ed i n  a  pe r iod  of 70 minu tes '  I '  $--69 of which had been k i l l e d  by 
an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  l a s t l n g  only  5 minutes and which,was 
fol lowed immediately by a combat a s s a u l t  of one r i f l e  company. 
No f u r t h e r  enemy c o n t a c t  was r e p o r t e d  by t h i s  company f o r  t h e  
remainder of t h e  day and y e t  no command a t t e n t i o n  was p laced  
on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  had n o t  only f a i l e d  t o  e x p l o i t  i t s  



i n i t i a l  success ,  b u t  a l s o  had f a i l e d  t o  p o l i c e  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  
E i t h e r  t h a t  conclus ion  must be drawn o r  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  and more 
l o g i c a l  conclus ion  must be examined, v i z  unarmed c a s u a l t i e s  
were be ing  i d e n t i f i e d  as VC. The l o g i c  of  t h i s  l a t t e r  t h e s i s  
should  have been apparant  t o  t h o s e  who f lew i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
My Lai  ( 4 )  and observed t h e  l a r g e  number of people  evacua t ing  
t h e  	a r e a  a long Route 521. A s  p rev ious ly  noted ,  commanders who 
d i d  o v e r f l y  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  morning inc luded:  MAJ Watke, LTC 
Barker ,  COL Henderson, and MG Koster .  

h. 	 Absence of Reports  of Enemy Contact  and Requests . f o r  
F i r e  Support 

One of  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s  t o  emerge from an 
examinat ion of e v e n t s  of 16 March 1968 concerning TF Barker i s  
t h e  almost t o t a l  absence of r e p o r t s  of  enemy c o n t a c t .  Except 
f o r  a s i n g l e  r a d i o  r e p o r t  by an u n i d e n t i f i e d  l i f t s h i p  o r  gun- 
s h i p  p i l o t  d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  l and ing  of C Company, no t  one 
member of TF Barker r e p o r t e d  any exchange of f i r e  on 16 March. 

, Commencing a t  0735 hours elements  of  TF Barker  r e p o r t e d  
k i l l i n g  VC; r e p o r t s  of  enemy c a s u a l t i e s  cont inued t o  be 
rece ived  u n t i l  1420 hours.  Not a s i n g l e  j o u r n a l  e n t r y  
a t  t h e  TF Barker  o r  11 th  Brigade r e f l e c t s  any enemy c o n t a c t  
o r  a c t i v i t y  excep t  r e p o r t s  of  enemy k i l l e d . *  During t h e  course  
of t h i s  I n q u i r y ,  no i n d i v i d u a l  was encountered who could  r e c a l l  
enemy c o n t a c t  on 16 March, o t h e r  t h a n  a few i s o l a t e d  r e p o r t s  of 
s n i p e r  f i r e ,  nor  could any r e c a l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  suppor t ing  f i r e s  

* A s e a r c h  of Americal Divis ion  f i l e s  by an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
team from t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Provost  Marshal General  (OPMG) i n  
Oct 1969 discovered  what purpor ted  t o  be  a carbon copy of  
t h e  Div i s ion  J o u r n a l  f o r  16 March 1968 ( e x h i b i t  M-138). The 
copy was found i n  t h e  Div i s ion  H i s t o r i a n ' s  f i l e s ;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
r e p o r t e d l y - h a v i n g  been forwarded t o  t h e  USARV ' records  ho ld ing  
a r e a .  

A s e a r c h  of t h e  USARV Adjutant  G e n e r a l ' s  f i l e s  i n  November 
1969 uncovered a  purpor ted  record  copy of  t h e  16 March 1968 
Americal Div i s ion  J o u r n a l  which c o n t a i n s  one s u b s t a n t i v e  d i f -  
f e rence  when compared wi th  t h e  carbon copy. I n  t h e  carbon copy 
t h e r e  i s  an i t e m  #94, a 2400 hours summary i t em concerning TF 
Barker which reads :  "Heavy combat r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  and 
continued u n t i l  approximately 1500 hours ."  This  sen tence  does 
n o t  appear  i n  t h e  record  copy uncovered a t  USARV, al though t h e  
journa l  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and i t e m  # 9 4  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  same i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s .  

This  d i f f e r e n c e  r a i s e s  s u s p i c i o n s  which have n o t  been 
s a t i s f a c t o r i y  expla ined.  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  is  
be ing  conducted by OPMG. 



which would normal ly  have been r e q u i r e d  when enemy c o n t a c t  was 
made. * 

A f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was f i r e d ,  'no s u p p o r t i n g  
f i r e s  were requested--no t a c t i c a l  a i r ,  no gunsh ips ,  no a r t i l -
l e ry - -a  most unusual  occur rance  i n  t h e  Vietnam c o n f l i c t  where 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy i s  t y p i f i e d  by a  heavy r e l i a n c e  on sup-
p o r t i n g  f i r e .  

Equal ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  comprehend i s  t h e  absence of i n q u i r y  
from commanders a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  and d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  f o r  informa- 
t i o n  concerning c u r r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  A s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was re-
p o r t e d  on 16 March, a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  t a s k  f o r c e  was.engaged i n  
a h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n ,  y e t  t h e r e  were no r e p o r t s  be ing  
forwarded o u t s i d e  t h e  TF concerning any th ing  excep t  f i n a l  re-
s u l t s .  Even t h e  most cu r so ry  i n q u i r y  by a s e n i o r  commander 
concerning t y p e  of o p p o s i t i o n ,  l o c a t i o n  of enemy, u n i t  i d e n t i -  
f i c a t i o n  of  VC K I A ,  n a t u r e  o r  s i z e  of enemy f o r c e ,  would have 
r e v e a l e d  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of  a h i g h l y  unusual  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  
a more d e t a i l e d  s tudy .  A s  a minimum, an i n q u i r y  should  have been 
made a s  t o  t h e  r easons  f o r  success  and i t s  t a c t i c a l  and i n t e l -  
l i g e n c e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  , 

I t  i s  a l s o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  n o t e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  unique 
n a t u r e  of combat o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Vietnam c r e a t e s  an immediate h igh 
l e v e l  of communications a c t i v i t y  when c o n t a c t  i s  made w i t h  an 
enemy f o r c e .  Radio networks suddenly come a l i v e  w i t h  a c o n t i n -
u ing  s e r i e s  of messages; s u p p o r t i n g  arms a r e  employed v i a  r a d i o ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  a s s e s t s  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by r a d i o ;  and h i g h e r  head- 
q u a r t e r s  a r e  e i t h e r  k e p t  advised  of developments through r a d i o  
messages o r  i n q u i r i e s  beg in  t o  f low t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s .  I n  
t h e  c a s e  of TF Barker on 16 March, t h e  s e n s e  of urgency and 
c l o s e n e s s  of  combat which fo l lows from t h i s  communications 
a c t i v i t y  could  n o t  have e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  absence of  r e q u e s t  f o r  
s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s .  To t h e  exper ienced combat commander, t h i s  ab- 
sence  of  a c t i v i t y  and l a c k  of enemy c o n t a c t  could  no,t be equated  
wi th  t h e  success  be ing  r e p o r t e d  by TF Barker,  

i. ~ e p o r t s  of Departure o f  VC from My La i  ( 4 )  

* It has  n o t  escaped t h e  I n q u i r y ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t s  
s u p p o r t i n g  recommendations f o r  a posthumous award t o  SP4 Glenn U.  
Andreot ta  ( e x h i b i t  M-42) and awards t o  W01 Thompson ( e x h i b i t  M-44) 
and SP4 Lawrence M. Colburn ( e x h i b i t  M-43) f o r  t h e i r  performances 
on 16 March 1968 r e f e r r e d  t o  h o s t i l e  f i r e  o r  c r o s s f i r e  i n  t h e  
a r e a  of  My La i  ( 4 ) ;  no r  t h a t  c e r t a i n  of t h e s e  recommendations 
were s i g n e d  o r  indorsed  by MAJ Watke and LTC Holladay. .  Such 
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  enemy a c t i o n  on 16 March a r e  e n t i r e l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  evidence  b e f o r e  t h i s  I n q u i r y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  tes t imony 
given by t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  i s  recognized t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  
g i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  pe r sonne l  i n  a combat environment sometimes 
l e a d s  t o  c e r t a i n  l i b e r t i e s  be ing  t a k e n  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  



A s  has  been p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  was plan-
ned by t h e  l l t h  Brigade and TF Barker t o  d e s t r o y  48th LF Ba t t a -
l i o n .  Witnesses t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  b r igade  and t a s k  f o r c e  
l e v e l ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  enemy b a t t a l i o n  was l o c a t e d  
i n  and nea r  t h e  hamlet  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Assuming such i n t e l l i g e n c e  
was valid--and t h e r e  is  a preponderance of t h e  evidence t o  i n d i -  
c a t e  it was not--the h i g h  VC body count  r e p o r t e d  by TF Barker on 
16 March 1968 should  n o t  have caused any g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  among 
commanders and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ~ i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

In view of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b a s i s  f o r  the Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  
t h e r e  should have been s u s p i c i b n s  aroused when, e a r l y  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  it was d i scovered  t h a t  t h e  VC had, i n  fact, l e f t  t h e  
a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  commenced! A t  09'00 hours t h e  l l t h  
Brigade recorded i n  i t s  journa l  a r e p o r t  r ece ived  from Barker  TOC 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  informat ion  ob ta ined  from i n h a b i t a n t s  of My 
Lai ( 4 )  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  "30-40 VC had depar ted  t h e  a r e a  a t  0700 
hours . ,  .." The journa l  e n t r y  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  bo th  t h e  b r igade  
S2 and S3 w e r e  n o t i f i e d  of t h i s  fac t - - the  b r igade  S3 a t  t h i s  t i m e  
was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

LT (now CPT) Johnson, t h e  M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( M I )  o f f i c e r  
who accompanied C Company i n  t h e  f i e l d  on March 16 ,  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  a f t e r  l and ing  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and i n t e r r o g a t i n g  v i l l a g e  i n -  
h a b i t a n t s ,  he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  " t h e  VC had depar ted  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t . "  

LT Alaux, t h e  C Company forward obse rve r  (FO) s t a t e d  i n  h i s  
test imony h e  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  informat ion  t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
of a Vietnamese i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  had revea led  informat ion  t h a t  an 
enemy p l a t o o n  had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t . h a d  depar ted  j u s t  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  opera t ion .  

From t h e  foregoing,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  by 0915 hours ,  a t  l e a s t  
t h e  commander of C Company (who i s  ' t he  most probable  source  of 
t h e  r e p o r t  which o r i g i n a t e d  wi th  LT Johnson and was t r a n s m i t t e d  
through TF Barker  TOC t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade T O C ) ;  t h e  commander, 
S2 and S3 o f  TF Barker;  and t h e  commander, S2 and S3 of t h e  l l t h  
Brigade were a l l  aware of t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e p o r t .  J o u r n a l  
e n t r i e s  a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion  do n o t  r e f l e c t  t h i s  informat ion  

and MG Koster  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he does n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  
such a r e p o r t .  

A t  t h e  Same t ime t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  possessed  in fo rmat ion  concern-
ing t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t ,  t hey  were a l s o  cogn izan t  of t h e  
r e p o r t  of h igh  VC body coun t ;  the -  low r a t i o  of weapons captured  
t o  VC k i l l e d ;  t h e  absence of r e p o r t s  of enemy c o n t a c t ;  and many 
of t h e  o t h e r  " i n d i c a t o r s "  which have been d i scussed  i n  t h i s  chap- 
t e r ,  What i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand i s  why none of t h e  o f f i c e r s - -  



e s p i c a l l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f i e l d - - a c t e d  on t h i s  i n f o r -  
mation. I f  t h e  VC had l e f t  t h e  hamlet ,  who were t h e  people  C 
Company had r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g ?  To what u n i t  d i d  t h e  "30-40" VC 
belong? Where d i d  they  go--and a  h o s t  of o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  a l l  re-
q u i r e d  answers. Yet apparen t ly  none of t h e  commanders o r  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  asked t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  sought  a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion ,  
o r  connected t h i s  r e p o r t  wi th  o t h e r  in fo rmat ion  they  had concer-
i n g  t h e  unique n a t u r e  of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  

A s  s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  America1 Divis ion  Opera t ions  
J o u r n a l  f o r  16 March 1968 does n o t  r e f l e c t  t h i s  r e p o r t  of 30-40 
VC d e p a r t i n g  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I t  does ,  however, c o n t a i n  e n t r i e s  con-
c e r n i n g  t h e  Vietnamese personnel  who w e r e  d e t a i n e d  by C/1-20 I n f  
a t .  t h a t  t i m e .  One s i g n i f i c a n t  e n t r y  concerning t h e  on ly  s t a t u s  
t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  r e p o r t s  " l o t s  of VC" a t  t h e  map c o o r d i n a t e s  
which c o i n c i d e  wi th  those  recorded i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade J o u r n a l  a s  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  a t  which C Company i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  Vietnamese de- 
t a i n e s s .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  e r roneous  and/or a l t e r e d  re-
p o r t  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chapter  11. 

j. 	 Low R a t i o  of United S t a t e s  C a s u a l t i e s  t o  V i e t  Cong 
C a s u a l t i e s  

One f a c t  which should have become i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t  t o  
commanders a s  t h e  e v e n t s  a t  Son My unfolded on 16 March, 1968, 
e s p e c i c i a l l y  i n  t h e  C Company a rea .  By 1030 hours ,  TF Barker had 
r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  of 120 VC k i l l e d  and 1 3  US c a s u a l t i e s - - 2  K I A ,  
10 WIA, and 1 s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound. Of t h e  12 c a s u a l t i e s  caused 
by enemy c o n t a c t ;  t h a t  one ind iv idua l  was s h o t  by enemy smal l  
arms f i r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  A/3-1 I n f .  On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h i s  
r a t i o  of 10 t o  1 might be  cons ide red  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  h i g h l y  suc-
c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n .  However, when c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  given t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  C Company, which accounted f o r  84 VC c a s u a l t i e s  i n  70 
minutes ,  exper ienced only  one c a s u a l t y ,  a  s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  
wound, t h e r e  i s  cause f o r  i n q u i r y .  

An awareness a t  t h e  company and TF l e v e l  of t h e  d e t a i l s  con-
ce rn ing  US c a u a l t i e s  i s  presumed because of t h e  involvement of 
commanders i n  medical  evacua t ion  procedures and s i m i l i a r  a c t i o n s  
r e q u i r i n g  r a d i o  t r ansmiss ions .  A s  a  minimum, t h e  commanders a t  
t h e s e  l e v e l s ,  i f  they  w e r e  n o t  aware of t h e  t r u e  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  
My La i  ( 4 ) ,  shou ld  have been making e f f o r t s  t o  de termine  what 
t a c t i c s  and/or procedures were caus ing such remarkable success .  
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  any such probing would probably have revea led  
t h e  t r u e  even t s  which had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  



A t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade l e v e l ,  COL Henderson acknowledged 
t h a t  he  was s u s p i c i o u s  of  t h e  C Company body count  and 
ordered  C Company back through My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  mat ter .  
Yet when t h e  o r d e r  was countermanded by MG Koster ,  COL Hender-
son took no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  a l l a y  h i s  s u s p i c i o n s  u n t i l  d i r -  
e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  W 0 1  Thompson's a l l e g a t i o n s  2 days  l a t e r .  

A t  t h e  Americal Div i s ion  headquar te r s ,  knowledge cf a 
b e t t e r  than  10 t o  1 r a t i o  of VC c a s u a l t i e s  was known n o t  l a t e r  
than t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  of 16 March. Taken a t  f ace  va lue  and 
viewed i n  i s o l a t i o n  from o t h e r  in fo rmat ion ,  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  
r e f l e c t e d  an o u t s t a n d i n g  t a c t i c a l  s u c c e s s  on t h e  p a r t  of TF 
Barker and l l t h  Brigade.  This  conclus ion  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message which was s e n t  t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion  
by Commander, United S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam 
(COMUSMACV) a s  a r e s u l t  o f  r e c e i v i n g  a s t a t i s t i c a l  summary of  
t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  That such a conclus ion  could  be 
reached a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion  headquar te r s  i s  n o t  a s  r e a d i l y  
understood. By t h e  t ime t h e  16 March evening b r i e f i n g  was con-
ducted and an announcement made concerning f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  had a l s o  been p r o v i d e d t o  -
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander: 

(1) Approximately 20-28 noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  had oc-
curred  i n  t h e  C/1-20 I n £  a r e a  o f  opera t ions .  

(2)  The l l t h  Brigade Commander had i n d i c a t e d  h i s  concern 
over  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of d i r e c t i n g  a 
r i f l e  company t o  r e t r a c e  i t s  s t e p s .  

Informat ion  concerning t h e s e  i t e m s  was n o t  t r a n s -
mi t t ed  o u t s i d e  t h e  Americal Div i s ion .  

k.  Commander's Order t o  Return t o  My La i  ( 4 )  

Of a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  which t r a n s p i r e d  on 16 March, t h e  one 
which most c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  something had gone wrong i n  
t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  was t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by COL Hen,derson t o  
have C Company r e t u r n  through My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  count - c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  and t o  determine t h e  age,  s e x ,  and cause  of  dea th  
of each.  I s sued  t o  TF Barker  a t  about  1530 hours ,  it was t r a n s -
m i t t e d  t o  CPT Medina and almost immediately countermanded by 
MG Koster .  Although b o t h  MG Koster  and COL Henderson b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  was given on 18 March, t h e  preponderance 
of t h e  tes t imony and t h e  surrounding c i rcumstances  e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  was given on 16 March. 

COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  he  gave t h e  
o r d e r ,  he  was aware o f  from "12 t o  14" c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
which had been r e p o r t e d  t o  him by LTC Barker ,  and , t h a t  h e  
was " s u s p i c i o u s "  o f  t h e  128 body count because t h e  number of 
weapons cap tu red  ( 3 )  was too  low. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i r -  



- - 

e c t e d  LTC Barker  t o  have a company r e t u r n  t o  ?4y Lai  ( 4 )  t o  
examine t h e  b o d i e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x a c t  number of noncombat-
a n t  c a s u a l t i e s ,  by s e x ,  age qroup, and apparent  cause of 
death .  H e  a l s o  s t 2 t e d  t h a t  LTC Barker then  suqges ted  t h a t  
C Company shou ld  r e t u r n  t o  make t h e  count s i n c e  they  were more 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  q rea  and because thev  knew where t h e  bodies  
were. ' 

Both CPT Medina, - t h e  company commander, and .MAJ Calhoun, 
the, TF S3, agreed i n  t h e i r  tes t imony t h a t  t h i s  command t o  r e t u r n  
t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  was r e l a y e d  to*.CPT Medina by M A J  Calhoun over  t h e  
r a d i o ;  and t h a t  CPT Fledina con tes ted  t h e  o r d e r  because of  t h e  
l a t e  hour and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  mines and boobytraps;  t h a t  CPT 
Medina r e p o r t e d  20  t o  28 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  had occurred  dur ing  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ;  and t h a t  P4G Koster  broke  i n t o  t h e  series of t r a n s -
miss ions  and countermanded t h e  o rde r .  

PIG Koster  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  e i t h e r  MAJ Calhoun o r  
CPT lledina b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  h i s  conversa t ion  over  
t h e  r a d i o  was w i t h  LTC Barker.  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
knew a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  countermanded t h e  o r d e r ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  20 
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  had been r e p o r t e d ,  - and t h a t  t h e  
purpose of t h e  o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  was t o  recount  t h e  
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and determine t h e  cause  of  d e a t h .  
According t o  MG Koster ,  h e  based h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  countermanu 
t h e  o r d e r  on t h e  mines and boobytraps r e p o r t e d l y  i n f e s t i n q  t h e  
a r e a ,  t h e  l a t e  hour ,  h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  cause of  dea th  pro- 
bably could n o t  b e  determined a c c u r a t e l y  by t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  and 
t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s .  MG Koster  decided t o  counter-  
mand t h e  o r d e r  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  knew t h e r e  had been a t  
l e a s t  20 noncombatants r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  dur inq  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
and t h a t  t h e  b r i q a d e  commander was apparen t ly  concerned enouqh 
about t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  o r d e r  a r e t u r n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  f o r  
t h e  purpose of  de termining t h e  number of and t h e  reason f o r  
t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s .  MG Koster  contended t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n  d i d  n o t  
prec lude  COL Henderson's sendinq t h e  u n i t  back the fo l lowinq 
day. I n  countermandinq t h e  o r d e r  he s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  LTC 
Barker  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  COL Henderson was advised  of  t h e  a c t i o n .  

The p o i n t  i n  i s s u e  i s  n o t  whether  t h e  o r d e r  shou ld  have 
been countermanded, b u t  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  i s suance  of t h e  o rde r  
i t s e l f  sho,uld have been a s i g n a l  t o  PIG Koster  t h a t  one of  h i s  
s e n i o r  sul5ordinate commanders suspected  something had gone 
awry. The f a c t  t h a t  CPT Medina advised  MG Koster  of  20-28 
c i v i l i a n  ' c a s u a l t i e s  should  have a c t e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h a t  s u s -
p i c i o n  o r ' t o  cause  FIG Koster  t o  cons ide r  a s u b s t i t u t e  course  
o f  a c t i o n ;  a v a i l a b l e  test imony i n d i c a t e s  it d i d  n e i t h e r .  

6 .  I n i t i a l  I n v e s t i q a t i o n  and Review 

A s  a r e s u l t  of  i n s t r u c t i o n s  rece ived from MG Koster  t o  
have COL Henderson i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  W01 Thompson's 



a l l e g a t i o n s ,  BG Young a f t e r  d e p a r t i n g  MG K o s t e r ' s  o f f i c e  on 17  
March, made arrangements f o r  a meeting of t h e  f i v e  p r in -  
c i p a l s  i n  t h e  cha in  of command who were involved:  h i m s e l f ,  COL 
Henderson, LTC Barker ,  LTC Holladay, and M A J  Watke. The meet- 
ing  was i n e x p l i c a b l y  n o t  scheduled u n t i l  0900 hours t h e  f o l -  
lowing day,  18 March. However, BG Young d i d  make a v i s i t  
t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 17 March and, according t o  MAJ  
Calhoun, was b r i e f e d  by him, 

MG Koster  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 17 March he  
too  went t o  LZ D o t t i e  and spoke t o  LTC Barker concerning t h e  a l -  
l e g a t i o n s  of W01 Thompson. MG Koster  s t a t e d  t h a  Barker advised  
him t h a t  e i t h e r  he o r  M A J  Calhoun had been over  t h e  a r e a  of My 
Lai ( 4 )  throughout  t h e  morning of  16 March and t h a t  they  had not  
wi tnessed  o r  heard  of any i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .  MG Koster  s t a t e d  t h a t  
Barker gave him every  assurance  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a l l e g e d  by 
Thompson had n o t  taken p l a c e .  

During t h e  i n i t i a l  phase of t h i s  I n q u i r y ,  cons ide rab le  
disagreement was experienced'among wi tnesses  concerning t h e  
t i m e  and d a t e  of t h i s  meeting ar ranged by BG Young. I t  was 
f i n a l l y  f i x e d  a f t e r  M A J  Watke produced a s e r i e s  of l e t t e r s  
w r i t t e n  t o  h i s  wi fe  and dated.. 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  and 18 March 1968. The 
l a s t  of  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  made s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  meeting 
and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  d a t e  a s  18 March. 

On t h e  morning of t h e  meeting, t h e  f i v e  o f f i c e r s  concerned 
met a t  TF B a r k e r ' s  Command P o s t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  about  0900 
hours.  BG Young s t a t e d  t h a t  he m e t  w i th  t h e  group only  b r i e f -  
l y ,  address ing  h imsel f  p r i m a r i l y  t o  COL Henderson and r e p e a t i n g  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  a s  understood by BG Young, i . e . ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between personnel  of TF Barker  and Company 
B ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  and t h a t  f o r c e s  of TF Barker  had f i r e d  
i n t o  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  whi le  engaging an enemy f o r c e .  Young 
advised Henderson of  t h e  Div i s ion  Commander's d i r e c t i v e  t o  con-
duc t  an immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  MG 
Koster  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  BG Young s t a t e d  t h a t  wi thou t  
wa i t ing  t o  h e a r  any exp lana t ion  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  by Watke o r  
Holladay, he depar ted  LZ D o t t i e .  While such a c t i o n  i s  
p o s s i b l e ,  it seems q u i t e  unusual  l f  n o t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  an 
A s s i s t a n t  Div i s ion  Commander, having been charged by h i s  Com- 
manding General wi th  t h e  t a s k  of d i r e c t i n g  a  b r i g a d e  commander 
t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  would d e p a r t  be fo re  he  was reason-
ably  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commander understood t h e  miss ion .  
The c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  BG Youpg remained a t  D o t t i e  f o r  more than  
a few minutes i s  supported by e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  TF Barker J o u r n a l  
which i n d i c a t e  t h a t  BG Young s p e n t  a t o t a l  of 20  minutes a t  
LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h i s  t ime. 



LTC Holladay r e c a l l e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  as  a  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
by BG Young and a complete r e c i t a t i o n  of t h e  Thompson Report by 
E4AJ Watke. _MAJ Watke aqreed i n  h i s  test imony t h a t  he pre-  
s e n t e d  an exp lana t ion  i n  t h e  presence  of BG Young which was t h e  
same i n  c o n t e n t  as  h i s  two previous  r e c i t a t i o n s  of t h e  even t .  

COL Henderson r e l a t e d  t h e  even t s  o f  18 March as commencing 
wi th  an encounter  a t  LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  t h e  Executive O f f i c e r  of  
Company B ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  M A J  (now M r .  ) Wilson, who 
in t roduced W01 Thompson a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  mat te r  
to .  r e p o r t .  Accordinq t o  Henderson, Thompson then  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
even t s  of  "ex t remely-wi ld  shoo t inq"  by t r o o p s  and h e l i c o p t e r s ; .  
t r o o p s  shoo t inq  a t  eve ry th inq  t h a t  moved; of havinq seen  "a  l o t  
of  c i v i l i a n  b o d i e s  on t h e  ground" and an i n c i d e n t  where a c a p t a i n  
s h o t  a unarmed and wounded female c i v i l i a n .  COL Henderson . 

f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  an hour of  t h i s  meeting wi th  Thompson 
and Wilson, t h e  meetinq wi th  BG Younq took p l a c e  and d u r i n g  which 
t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and qround t r o o p s  
and o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  which occurred  on 16 March was d i scussed .  
?4AJ Wilson s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had no knowledue o f  t a k i n q  W 0 1  Thompson 
t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  s e e  COL Henderson on anv occas ion  and d e n i e s  any 
knowledge of  t h e  e v e n t  r e l a t e d  bv COL Henderson. 

Once aga in ,  a f t e r  cons ide r ing  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  evidence,  it 
appears  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  a s  r e l a t e d  by LTC Holladay and MAJ Watke 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  most probable  occurrences  of t h a t  t ime.  BG Young's 
con ten t ion  t h a t  h e  merely summarized t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  of W01 
Thompson and t h e n  d e p a r t e d ,  i s  r e f u t e d  by t h e  test imony o f  Watke 
and Holladay and i s  incompat ib le  wi th  t h e  conduct t h a t  would b e  
normal f o r  a genera l  o f f i c e r  under t h e  c i rcumstances .  

There i s  qenera l  aqreement t h a t  t h e  exchange of informat ion  
between W01 Thompson and COL Henderson d i d  not  occur  b e f o r e  t h e  
meeting wi th  BG Younq b u t  took p l a c e  a f t e r  t h a t  even t .  The p r e -  
vious paraqsaph p rov ides  a  summary of COL Henderson's v e r s i o n  
o f  t h e  meeting between t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  which i s  i n  sub- 
s t a n t i v e  c o n f l i c t  wi th  W01 Thompson's r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  h e  
t o l d  COL Henderson a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My La i  
( 4 )  i n  an i n t e r v i e w  which took from 2 0  t o  30 minutes.  COL 
Henderson a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  spoke t o  no o t h e r  p i l o t  of crewmen 
concerninq t h i s  m a t t e r .  However, MAJ Watke s t a t e d  he  s e n t  
t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  see him. There is  test imony by W01 Thompson, 
SP4 Colburn, and C40 Culverhouse t h a t  each of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
was in terv iewed by COL Henderson and t h a t  each ~ r o v i d e d  him de- 
t a i l e d  in fo rmat ion  concerninq t h e  i n c i d e n t s  which occur red  a t  Fly 
Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  morninq o f  16 March. 

I t  i s  s i q n i f i c a n t  t o  no te  t h a t  dur inq  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  
none of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  was p laced  under oa th  nor  w e r e  any 
s t a t ements  reduced t o  w r i t i n q ;  records  of  t h e  event  were l i m i t -
ed  t o  n o t e s  COL Henderson made i n  a smal l  qreen notebook which 
was subsequent ly  destroyed.  



While t h e r e  i s  some evidence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  two of t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  may have spoken t o  "another  co lone l  a t  LZ D o t t i e "  
o t h e r  than  COL Henderson, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt concerning 
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  COL Henderson's nowl ledge a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime. 
There i s  no o t h e r  evidence  t o  show t h a t  t h e r e  was another  
o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  grade o f  Colonel a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h a t  day. A l l  
a v a i l a b l e  evidence  confirms t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no t  l a t e r  than  t h e  
morning of  18 March, COL Henderson was i n  r e c e i p t  of  a l l  a l l e q -  
a t i o n s  con ta ined  i n  t h e  Thompson Report;  t h a t  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
had been p resen ted  t o  him by a l e a s t  one and probably t h r e e  
eyewi tnesses ;  and t h a t  h e  was aware o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  many 
more p o s s i b l e  eyewi tnesses .  

There a r e  o t h e r  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  COL Henderson's t e s t i -
mony a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  purpose of  con t inu ing  wi th  a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  f a c t s  concerning t h e  chain  of even t s  fo l lowing 
My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  it i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  fo l lowing t h e  meet- 
i n g  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  BG Young depar ted  wi th  t h e  unders tanding t h a t  
COL Henderson was t o  under take  a  prompt and thorough i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  i n t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  made by W O l  Thompson concerning t h e  
opera t ions  of  TF Barker  on 16 March 1968. 

A b r i e f  summary r e v e a l s  t h e  fo l lowing s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s  
which emerge a t  t h i s  p o i n t :  f i r s t ,  COL Henderson had been 
charged w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  e v e n t s  which a c t u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  
only  a  p a r t  of what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ; second,  COL Hender- 
son was aware o f  a d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  he was 
charged w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and t h e  dimensions of t h e  even t s  
which had been observed and d e s c r i b e d  by eyewi tnesses ;  and 
f i n a l l y  and most s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  COL Henderson may w e l l  have 
concluded t h a t  MG Koster  and BG Young were no t  aware t h a t  ex-
t e n s i v e  k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants had occur red  on 16 March 1968. 
I t  is i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h i s  knowledge t h a t  COL Henderson's 
subsequent  a c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  cons idered .  

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned, t h e r e  i s  disagreement  concerning 
both t h e  sequence of e v e n t s  a s  t h e y  occur red  on t h e  morning of 
18 March and t h e  subs tance  o f  t h e  informat ion  d i scussed  by per-  
sonnel  in te rv iewed  by COL Henderson. For t h e  purpose of r e l a t -
i n g  l a t e r  e v e n t s ,  it i s  s u f f i c i e n t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  
on t h e  morning o f  t h e  meeting s i t h  BG Young a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  COL 
Henderson a l s o  met w i t h  W01 Thompson and, a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
meeting, f l ew d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  f i e l d  l o c a t i o n  of C Company t o  
speak t o  CPT Medina about  t h e  Thompson a l l e g a t i o n .  CPT 
Medina exp la ined  t h e  s h o o t i n g  i n c i d e n t  t o  COL Henderson's s a t i s -
fac t ion--a  m a t t e r  o f  se l f -defense--but  could no t  s a t i s f y  COL 



Henderson's requi rements  f o r  d e t a i l e d  informat ion  concerninq 
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  CPT Medina exp la ined  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
t h a t  he  had seen  "between-20 and 28" c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  
COL Henderson contended i n  h i s  test imony t h a t  it was a t  t h l s  
p o i n t  t h a t  he  a l e r t e d  -C Company t o  a  p o s s i b l e  requirement  t o  
move back throuqh Vy La i  ( 4 )  t o  conduct a count of a l l  non-
combatant c a s u a l t i e s .  COL Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  i s s u e d  
t h e  o r d e r  f o r  such a move s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  meetinq,  and 
a f t e r  . d i s c u s s i n q  t h e  m a t t e r . w h i t h  LTC Barker .  The evidence  
t o  r e f u t e  t h i s  con ten t ion  i s  overwhelminq and 1~ i s  c l e a r  t h a t  
such an o r d e r  was i s s u e d  on t h & - a f t e r n o o n  of 16 March. 

There i s  asreement i n  t h e  test imony of Henderson and 
Yedina t h a t  t h e  subs tance  o f  t h i s  meet ins  concerned t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t  of Fledina' s shoo t inq  t h e  wounded woman and a d i s c u s s i o n  
concerning noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and t h e  body count of 128 
VC K I A .  No mention was made o f  such i n c i d e n t s  as  t h e  confron- 
t a t i o n ,  t h e  bod ies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  t h e  f i r i n q  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

I n  h i s  tes t imony,  LTC (now r e t . )  Blackledqe s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  e s p e c i a l l y  r e c a l l e d  t h i s  meetinq because of  t h e  s u b j e c t  mat- 
t e r  d icussed  and t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which COL Henderson ques t ioned  
Medina. Blackledqe s t a t e d  h e  had no t  been advised  of t h e  purpose 
of t h e  meeting and observed t h a t  Henderson pursued t h e  m a t t e r  of  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  a  p o i n t  t h a t  Blackledqe cons idered  a 
" l i t t l e  unusual"  and i n  a m a t t e r  which seemed t o  b e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i v e .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  no te  t h a t  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  
t h e  only  meetinq o f  COL Henderson w i t h  CPT Vedina a t  which t h e  
s u b j e c t  of  Thompson ' s a l l e q a t i o n s  was d i scussed .  Again, 
as was t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  pe r sonne l ,  
no o a t h s  were adminis tered  nor  were s t a t ements  reduced t o  w r i t -
i ng .  

The nex t  s t e p  o f  COL Henderson's " inqu i ry"  invo lved  a  
v i s i t  w i th  t r o o p s  o f  C Company as  t h e y  deplaned on t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of  18 March a t  LZ D o t t i e .  COL Henderson assembled a qroup 
of 30 t o  40  s o l d i e r s  p r i m a r i l y  from t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  of 
C Company who had j u s t  debarked from h e l i c o p t e r s .  A f t e r  com-
pl iment ing  them on t h e i r  performance dur inq  t h e  previous  few 
days,  he  t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  had been some " u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  s o r e  noncombatants" and then  asked 
t h e  qroup i f  any of them had any knowledqe of "anybody k i l l i n q  
c i v i l i a n s  d u r i n q  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  " COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
t h e  response t o  t h i s  was s i l e n c e  and he  then  d i r e c t e d  h i s  com-
ments t o  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  sayinq:  "How about you?" and 
p o i n t i n g  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  o r  smal l  qroup. The response i n  
each case ,  COL Henderson s t a t e d ,  was a " loud and c l e a r ,  'No 
sir! " This  t o t a l l y  meaninqless  a c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  
e f f o r t  by COL Henderson t o  i n t e r r o q a t e  members of  Company C .  
Testimony by i n d i v i d u a l s  who were p r e s e n t  dur inq  COL Henderson's  



i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  t h i s  group revea led  t h a t ,  i n  a t  l e a s t  one 
case,  when addressed i n d i v i d u a l l y  by COL Henderson, a s e r q e a n t  
responded t o  - h i s  q u e s t i o n  concerning p o s s i b l e  i r r e q u l a r i t i e s  
dur ing  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  "no comment" b u t ,  inex-
p l i c a b l y ,  he  was n o t  ques t ioned  f u r t h e r .  

COL Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  he  then  depar ted  LZ D o t t i e  and 
re tu rned  t o  h i s  headquar te r s  a t  Duc Pho and e i t h e r  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  o r  a f t e r  t h e  evenin9 b r i e f i n g  on 18 March, spoke t o  PlAJ 
Gibson, CO, 174 th  Avia t ion  Companv. COL Henderson r e l a t e d  t h a t  
he advised  IIAJ Gibson of  t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  made by W 0 1  Thompson 
concerninq w i l d  shoo t inq  and k i l l i n q  o f  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants 
and asked MAJ Gibson t o  survey a l l  of h i s  p i l o t s  who had p a r t i -  
c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  determine i f  any of them could 
provide f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion .  COL Henderson f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  eveninq b r i e f l n q  on e i t h e r  t h e  18th  o r  19 th  of 
Yarch a t  b r i g a d e  headquar te r s ,  he  c a l l e d  MAJ Gibson a s i d e  and 
asked f o r  h i s  r e p o r t .  Accordinq t o  Henderson, Gibson r e d i e d  
t h a t  he had spoken t o  each o f  t h e  p i l o t s  who had been involved 
i n  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  "no t  a s i n g l e  one of them ob- 
served any noncombatants be inq  k i l l e d  nor  were any (174th)  qun- 
s h i p s  out  of  c o n t r o l . .  .." , VAJ Gibson denied  t h a t  he  was 
ever  r eques ted  t o  p rov ide  t n t  in fo rmat ion  and t h a t  he  made such 
a r e p o r t  t o  Henderson 

Except f o r  COL Henderson's c la im o f  an 18  March v i s u a l  re-
connaissance over  t h e  v i l l a q e  of  ply Lai  ( 4 )  i n  which f i e l d  
g l a s s e s  were used t o  a i d  i n  obse rva t ion ,  t h e  aforemention- 
ed a c t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  t o t a l  e f f o r t  expended i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  
i n q u i r y  by COL Henderson. I t  should  b e  noted  t h a t  a t  no t ime 
dur ing  COL Henderson's " i n q u i r y "  was t h e r e  ever  an e f f o r t  made 
t o  p u t  people on t h e  qround a t  Ply Lai  ( 4 )  o r  even t o  make a 
meaningful reconnaissance  of  t h e  a rea .  I n  summary, COL Hender-
s o n ' s  i n v e s t i q a t i v e  e f f o r t s ,  by h i s  own account ,  were completed 
no t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  eveninq hours of 18  March except  f o r  t h e  r e -
p o r t  he  had purpor ted ly  reques ted  from !lAJ Gibson. 

COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  on 1 9  March he advised  BG 
Young of t h e  people  t o  whom h e  had spoken ,and t h e  neqa t ive  
f ind ings  he  had reached and was advised  by BG Young t o  make 
h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t lG  Koster  on 20 March. 

COL Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  morninq of 20 March he  
repor ted  t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  COL 
Parson, a d v i s i n g  him of t h e  purpose o f  t h e  meetinq and then ,  



b e f o r e  completinq t h e  subs tance  of  t h e  r e p o r t ,  was ushered i n  
t o  see MG Koster .  COL Parson was unable t o  shed a d d i t i o n a l  
l i q h t  on t h i s  m a t t e r  s i n c e  h e  s t a t e d  he  could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  COL Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  was sub-
mi t t ed  w i t h  no w i t n e s s e s  p r e s e n t .  H e  recounted t h a t  he com-
menced h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  by f i r s t  adv i s inq  t h e  Cornmandinq General 
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  r e p o r t e d  by TF 
Barker f o r  16 March was 20 .  He then  proceeded t o  adv i se  
P G  Koster  t h a t  r e ~ o r t sof i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n q  were no t  
s u b s t a n t i a t e d ;  t h a t  CPT Medina had been a b l e  t o  provide  a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  shoo t inq  of t h e  wounded 
female; t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  had been "put 
t o  bed" wi th  t h e  re-es tabl i shment  of a r a p p o r t  between MAJ 
Watke and LTC Barker ;  and t h a t  a f t e r  completinq t h e  i n q u i r y ,  
W01 Thompson was t h e  on ly  i n d i v i d u a l  COL Henderson could f i n d  
who could a l l e q e  t h a t  "somethinq" happened i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

COL Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  MG Koster  then  r e p l i e d  t h a t  
Henderson's r e p o r t  had a l ready  been d i scussed  wi th  him by 
BG Young, t h a t  h e  wanted t o  d i s c u s s  it once more wi th  BG Young 
and h e  gave Henderson no f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  . COL Henderson 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a l s o  mentioned t o  MG Koster  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  
l a t t e r ' s  countermanding h i s  o r d e r  t o  move C Compan,y back 
through My Lai  ( 4 )  b u t  t h a t  MG Kos te r ' s  response t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  
i n d i c a t e d  " d i s i n t e r e s t "  and a tendency t o  minimize t h e  impor- 
t ance  of any in fo rmat ion  which miaht have been ob ta ined  as  a 
r e s u l t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  COL Henderson then  depar ted  t o  await  
f u r t h e r  developments. 

YG Koster t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  rece ived  t h i s  i n i t i a l - r e p o r t  
i n  a s e r i e s  of  conversa t ions ;  some wi th  BG Younq who re layed  
i n t e r i m  r e p o r t s  from COL Henderson, and t h e  ~ e m a i n d e r  as d i r e c t  
d iscuss io 'ns  w i t h  Henderson. P4G Koster  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  meetinq 
i n  which t h k  e n t i r e  r e p o r t  was p r e s e n t e d  as  a  "s  i n q l e  wrap-up. " 
However, h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  subs tance  of  a l l  t h e  conver-
s a t i o n s  i s  i n  q e n e r a l  aqreement w i t h  what Henderson t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  h e  p resen ted  i n  h i s  2 0  74arch r e p o r t .  MG K o s t e r ' s  
tes t imony i s  i n  q e n e r a l  agreement wi th  t h a t  of BG Younq who 
a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Henderson's r e p o r t  was a s e r i e s  of conver-
s a t i o n s  wi th  BG Younq, conversa t ions  which Younq then  re layed  
t o  FIG Koster .  BG Younq a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Henderson t o l d  him 
h e  had d e l i v e r e d  an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  MG Koster  who had i n s t r u c t e d  
him t o  reduce t h e  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n q .  BG Younq t e s t i f i e d  t h a t .  
h e  confirmed t h i s  w i t h  MG Koster ,  b u t  he  could n o t  r e c a l l  any 
of  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t h i s  Inqu i ry .  



There was a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  rea.ching t h e  America1 Divis ion  

command group which dese rves  mention,. LTC Holladay s t a t e d  t h a t  

a f t e r  t h e  meetinq wi th  h i m s e l f ,  Watke, and BG Young, h'e went t o  

t h e  Divis ion  Chief o f  S t a f f  and r e l a t e d  t o  him t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  


-which had been made by  W01 Thompson. I t  i s  - s i q n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  
t h a t  Hol laday 's  v e r s i o n  of t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  inc luded  a l l  of MAJ 
Watke's v e r s i o n  p l u s  in fo rmat ion  concerninq a d i t c h  c o n t a i n i n g  
bod ies ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  shoo t inq  i n t o  t h a t  d i t c h ,  and t h e  use  of 
t h e  term "murder. " COL Parson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
p a s s  t h i s  informat ion  on t o  BG Younq o r  flG Koster  because " I n  
my mind,' t h e  q e n e r a l s  w e r e  doinq what needed t o  b e  done. The 
qenera l s  took t h i s  p a r t  over .  Such a d e t a t c h e d  a t t i t u d e  
on t h e  p a r t  o f  a d i v i s i o n  c h i e f  o r  s t a f f  of t h e  rank and expe- 
r i e n c e  of  COL Parson seems u n l i k e l y .  

COL Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was nex t  brought  t o  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  approximately.2 weeks a f t e r  t h e  20 March meetinq,  
when BG Young advised  him t h a t  MG Koster  d e s i r e d  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  
of 20 !larch b e  submi t t ed  i n  w r i t i n s ,  as  a ma t t e r  of  r ecord .  

COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  t h e n  prepared  a th ree - to -
five-page t y p e w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  and p e r s o n a l l y  d e l i v e r e d  it t o  COL 
Parson a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar te r s  o n  e i t h e r  4 ,  5,  o r  6  A p r i l  ' 
and t h a t  s e v e r a l  days a f t e r ,  BG Younq advised  him t h a t  MG Koscer 
had seen  t h e  r e p o r t ,  passed it on t o  BG Younq, and t h a t  BG Young 
be l i eved  MG Koster  t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  r e p o r t .  FIG 
Koster den ied  o r d e r i n q  such a r e p o r t  p repared ;  BG Younq denied 
adv i s ing  COL Henderson t o  p r e p a r e  it; and COL Parson denied any 
knowledge of  it. 

There i s  some cor robora t ion  of COL Henderson's s t a t ement  
r ega rd ing  t h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  MAJ FlcKniqht t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  he read  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  which was shown t o  him by 
COL Henderson " i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  A p r i l " ;  however, when 
shown e x h i b i t  9-1 ( a  r e p o r t  submi t t ed  on 24 A p r i l  by COL 
Henderson and which i s  d i scussed  i n  d e t a i l  i n  s e c t i o n  B )  , 
YcKniqht i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  e x h i b i t  as  t h e  r e p o r t  he  had r e a d  i n  
1968. CPT Henderson, who was MAJ b4cKniqhtts a s s i s t a n t ,  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n q  a one-paqe w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
"about a  week a f t e r  16 March. " CPT Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  
McKniqht was i n  possess ion  of  t h e  r e p o r t  which concerned t h e  
mat te r  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and a l l e g a t i o n s  bv h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s .  When asked i f  he  could i d e n t i f y  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
mentioned 24 A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t  of  COL Henderson ( e x h i b i t  
R - l ) ,  CPT Henderson s t a t e d  h e  could n o t  and t h a t  he was c e r t a i n  
e x h i b i t  9-1 was n o t  t h e  r e p o r t  he  had seen  i n  FlAJ PlcKniqht1s 
hands. 

A thorouqh s e a r c h  o f  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  r ecords  and f i l e s  
f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  a t r a c e  of  any r e p o r t  .which could p o s s i b l y  f i t  
th.e d e s c r i p t i o n  which COL Henderson provided.  To d a t e ,  t h e  
only  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  recovered has been t h e  r e p o r t  of  24 A p r i l  
196 8. 



There i s  cons ide rab le  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  test imony of F4G 
Koster ,  BG Y,ounq, and COL Henderson concerninq t h e  a c t u a l  sub- 
miss ion  of t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  bv t h e  l a t t e r '  and t h e  subsequent  
even t s  and d i r e c t i v e s  a s  t h e y  concern a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
e f f o r t s .  FIG Koster  was c l e a r  t h a t  he cons idered  BG Young t o  b e  
h i s  p r i n c i p a l  a s e n t  i n  oversee ing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t s  of 
COL Henderson ; BG Younq, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, took t h e  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a r t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  d i r e c t i v e  was i s s u e d  t o  COL 
Henderson, and t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  was made t o  MG Koster ,  t h e  mat- 
te r  became one o f  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  between t h e  Divis ion  Commander 
and t h e  CO of  t h e  11 th  Br i sade ,  and l a r q e l y  excluded t h e  A s s i s t -
a n t  Divis ion  Commander According t o  BG Young's tes t imony,  
a f t e r  20 March, when MG Koster  r ece ived  a  p re l iminary  r e p o r t  
from COL Henderson, BG Younq took no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  
pursuinq t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  made by 901  Thompson o r  i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t s  o f  COL Henderson. However, -FIG 
Koster  and o t h e r s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  con t inu inq  c o n t a c t  of BG Younq 
w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s ,  as  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n  
b u s i n e s s ,  was r o u t i n e l v  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  maneuver ADC. 

A s  concerns a c t i o n s  between MG Koster  and COL Henderson, 
c o n f l i c t s  i n  tes t imony can b e  reso lved  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  an 
o r a l  r e p o r t  was rece ived  by MG Koster  from COL Henderson some-
time between 2 0  March and e a r l y  A p r i l .  A s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  MG Koster  concluded t h a t  COL Henderson had i n t e r -  
rogated  r e s p o n s i b l e  personnel  i n  t h e  cha in  of command, as  w e l l  
a s  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  b o t h  a v i a t i o n  and qround t r o o p s ,  and t h a t  
t h e r e  was no b a s i s  f o r  a formal  i n v e s t i q a t i o n .  14G Koster  con-
s i d e r e d  t h e  m a t t e r  c losed  and p laced  no f u r t h e r  requirement  on 
COL Henderson concerninq t h i s  m a t t e r  u n t i l  sometime i n  mid-April 
when r e c e i p t  of  VC propaqanda and f u r t h e r  informat ion  from 
GT7N channels  reopened t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  

7. Report Throuqh Chaplairi Channels 

There i s  one f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  which was made dur ing  the 
Son r4y o p e r a t i o n  and which concerned t h e  a c t i o n s  of C Com-
pany as  observed by W01 Thom~son. On e i t h e r  16 o r  17 Yarch, 
W01 Thompson went t o  see t h e  Divis ion  A r t i l l e r y  Chapla in ,  CPT 
(now Rev. ) Car l  C r e s w e l l ,  r eqa rd inq  t h e  events  he  had wi tnessed  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Thompson was a t  t h e  t i m e  t a k i n q  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
reqard inq  conf i rmat ion  i n  h i s  f a i t h  by Chaplain Creswell  and 
i n  t h e  course  of such i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  he saw t h e  chap la in  r e q u l a r -  
IY-

According t o  Chaplain C r e s w e l l ,  when Thompson came t o  s e e  
him, he  was " t e r r i b l y  u p s e t "  and asked f o r  advice concerning 
what a c t i o n s  h e  should  t a k e .  W01 Tho,mpson r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  chap- 
l a i n  t h e  subs tance  o f  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  and Chaplain Creswell  
advised him t h a t  he  shou ld  make h i s  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  through 
command channels  w h i l e  h e ,  CPT Creswell , would do t h e  same 
t h i n g  through "Chaplain Channels ." '  



Chaplain Creswell  then  went t o  s e e  LTC L e w i s ,  t h e  
Divis ion  Chaplain,  r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  t o l d  t o  him by WO1 
Thompson, and recommended t h a t  an i n v e s t i s a t i o n  b e  con-
ducted.  Chapla-in Creswell  s t a t e d  t h a t  Chaplain Lewis 
assured  him t h a t  h e  would t a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  up wi th  t h e  ap- 
~ r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Approximatelv 3  weeks l a t e r ,  a f t e r  
c o n t i n u a l  ~ r o d d i n q  o f  Chaplain Lewis bv Chaplain Creswell  
and repea ted  assurances  by Chaplain Lewis t h a t  an o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was underwav, Chaplain Creswell acknowledqed 
wi th  remorse t h a t  he  d i d  nothinq f u r t h e r .  

Chaplain Lewis r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Chaplain Creswell  came 
t o  s e e  him on 17 March w i t h  in fo rmat ion  concerning WO1 
Thompson's complaints .  Chaplain Lewis could n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  conversa t ion  b u t  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  it i n -
cluded t h e  s p e c i f i c  a l l e q a t i o n  t h a t  a s e r s e a n t  had f i r e d  i n t o  
women and c h i l d r e n  and t h a t  t h e  qenera l  con ten t  of t h e  a l -  
l e g a t i o n  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n q  of women and c h i l -  
dren.  When ques t ioned  concerninq t h e  o r d e r  of masnitude 
of t h e  ~ l l l i n q s ,  Chaplain L e w i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  he  was no t  
s u r e  of t h e  s o u r c e  of t h e  f i q u r e ,  t h e  f i s u r e  1 2 4  i s  what he  
seemed t o  r e c a l l  a s  t h e  number o f  noncombatants k i l l e d .  

I n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n q  C h a ~ l a i n  L e w i s  ' a c t i o n s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  
e v e n t ,  it can b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  he  spoke t o  t h e  Americal Div-
i s i o n  CofS, COL Parson,  and t h e  G 5 ,  LTC A n i s t r a n s k i .  LTC Lewis 
s t a t e d  he a l s o  spoke t o  t h e  G 1 ,  LTC Qua l l s ;  t h e  G2, LTC T r e x l e r ;  
and t h e  G3, LTC Balmer. These l a t t e r  t h r e e ,  i n  t h e i r  tes t imony,  
denied any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  an occas ion  wherein LTC Lewis made 
i n q u i r y  concern ins  s e r i o u s  a l l e q a t i o n s  a s a i n s t  TF Barker ,  t h e  
11th Brigade,  o r  any opera t ions  which involved W01 Thompson 
I n  t h e  two i n s t a n c e s  where key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  r e c o l l e c t e d  a a l s -
cussion w i t h  Chaplain Le1&7is, it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
was n o t  one o f  an o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e  concerninq a s e r i o u s  a l l e q a t i o n  
bu t  r a t h e r ,  a r e q u e s t  from Chaplain Lewis concerninq t h e  s t a t u s  
of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerninq "some p r e t t y  bad t h i n q s "  t h a t  
Lewis had heard .  From t h e  test imony of i n d i v i d u a l s  famil-
i a r  wi th  Chaplain L e w i s ,  it was common p r a c t i c e  f o r  him t o  v i s i t  
wi th  key members of t h e  s t a f f  on an informal  b a s i s  and d u r i n s  
such v i s i t s  t h e  Chaplain would f r e q u e n t l y  make r e f e r e n c e  t o  
rumors o r  r e p o r t s  h e  had hea rd  concern ins  t h e  unnecessary u s e  
of f o r c e  o r  f i repower  by combat t r o o ~ s .  I t  appears prob -
a b l e  t h a t  any " r e p o r t s "  Chaplain L e w i s  may have made concerninq 
W01 Thompson ' s a l l e q a t i o n s  were most l i k e l y  d e l i v e r e d  and re-
ceived i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Chaplain L e w i s  d i d  
not  make any t ime ly  e f f o r t  t o  t r a n s m i t  t h e  informat ion  he  r e -
ceived from Chaplain Creswell  t o  t h e  command qroup of  t h e  
Americal Div i s ion .  By h i s  own r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i t  was approxi-
mately 1 0  days a f t e r  r e c e i v i n q  t h e  r e p o r t  from Creswell  t h a t  
he made h i s  " informal"  c a l l  on t h e  CofS. 



Chaplain Lewis s t a t e d  he cont inued h i s  pe r sona l  i nqu i ry  

i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r ,  speaking t o  LTC Barker ,  and M A J  (now LTC) 

Hoffman, 11 th  Brigade Chaplain.  Chaplain L e w i s  s t a t e d  

t h a t  LTC Barker assured  him t h a t  wnl le  t h e r e  had been some 

c a s u a l t i e s  among t h e  noncombatants, t h e s e  were i n a d v e r t e n t  

and were a n a t u r a l  consequence of t h e  t ype  of combat u n i t s  

faced  i n  i nhab i t ed  a r e a s #  


MAJ Hoffman i n  t e s t i f y i n g  be fo re  t h e  Inqui ry  s t a t e d  t h a t  
Chaplain Creswel l  s a i d  t h a t  he had heard r e p o r t s  t h a t  "our 
people  had f i r e d  i n t o  women and c h i l d r e n . "  Chaplain Hoffman 
f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  Creswel l  c o n t i n u a l l y  "ragged" him and 
"pu l l ed  h i s  l e g "  and Hoffman d i d  n o t  t a k e  him s e r i o u s l y .  Chap-
l a i n  Hoffman s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  ma t t e r  was brought  up on 
s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  he r e p l i e d  t o  Creswell  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
had n o t  k i l l e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  " i t  was Div Arty f i r i n g  t h e  
( a r t i l l e r y )  p rep ."  Chaplain Hoffman s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  caused 

Creswel l  t o  " s t o p  h i s  ragging a l i t t l e  b i t .  I' Hoffman went on 

t o  s t a t e  t h a t  Creswell  never  gave him s p e c i f i c  informat ion nor 

d i d  he make any s p e c i f i c  a l l e g a t i o n s .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  

was q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Chaplain Lewis d i d  n o t  speak t o  him 

about  t h i s  ma t t e r  a t  any t ime.  


I t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  actions--and t h e  a c t s  of omission--
of Chaplains Lewis and Creswel l ,  t h a t  wh i l e  both were aware of 
t h e  s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  of t h e  charges  a l l e g e d  by W01 Thompson, 
n e i t h e r  took adequate o r  t imely  s t e p s  t o  b r ing  t h e s e  charges  
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of h i s  commander. I t  should have been e v i d e n t  

, 	t o  bo th  t h e s e  chap la ins  t h a t  t h e  i dea  of conducting an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of a  war crime through chap la in  channels  was prepos te rous .  

8 .  	 Summary of t h e  I n i t i a l  Reports ,  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and 
Reviews 

In  concluding t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  it should be  
noted t h a t  t h e  Inqui ry  has  been faced  wi th  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  of 
a t tempt ing  t o  determine p r e c i s e l y  what a c t i o n s  t r a n s p i r e d  among 
t h e  members of t h e  America1 Div is ion  command groups upon re-
c e i p t  of t h e  Thompson Report .  No w r i t t e n  record  of anything 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  Thompson's complaint  has  been found--if one eve r  
d i d  e x i s t .  A l l  r e f e rences  t o  t h e  Thompson Report and i t s  a l -
l e g a t i o n s  were omi t ted  from such w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  a s  have been 
found. Thus it was s o l e l y  through testimony t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  have 
been r econs t ruc t ed .  The t a s k  has  been complicated by t h e  ap- 
p a r e n t  r e l u c t a n c e  of some of t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  t o  t e s t i f y  f r ank ly  
on t h e  ma t t e r  and by t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  
tes timony . 

While t h e r e  is  evidence t h a t  t h e  s e r iousness  of t h e  Thompson 
Report  may have been muffled i n  t h e  process  of be ing  passed t o  BG 



Young and MG K o s t e r ,  it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  
t ime t h e  r e p o r t  was r e c e i v e d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  in fo rmat ion  of  an oper-
a t i o n a l  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  n a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e  from o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  
which should  have p l a c e d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  on n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  
a t  Son My were of an e x c e p t i o n a l  n a t u r e . *  E v a l u a t i o n  of ,subseq- 
uen t  a c t i o n s  by key pe r sonne l  of t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  such n o t i c e  was n o t  acknowledged. I n s t e a d ,  it seems l i k e l y  
t h a t  when t h e  Thompson Report  was r e c e i v e d  a t  D i v i s i o n  Headquar- 
t e r s  it was r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  concerning 20-28 noncombatants 
d e a t h s  which MG Kos te r  had p r e v i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d .  

There was a t  l e a s t  a t a c i t  d e c i s i o n  t o  wi thho ld  from h i g h e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  any i n f o r m a t i o n  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Adopting 
a  "c lose -ho ld"  a t t i t u d e  concerning a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h i s  m a t t e r ,  MG Kos te r  d i r e c t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by 
COL Henderson, b u t  n e i t h e r  MG Koster  nor  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  
command e lement  took  any s t e p s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  an adequate  inves -  
t i g a t i o n  would be conducted.  From t h e  s t a r t ,  COL Henderson must 
have recogn ized  t h e  l a c k  of  any r e a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a t  D i v i s i o n  f o r  
t h e  enormity  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and it appears  t h a t  he  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
s e t  abou t  t o  concea l  in fo rmat ion  which would i n d i c a t e  i t s  t r u e  
n a t u r e .  

The I n q u i r y  does n o t  exc lude  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  from an 
e a r l y  t i m e  t h e r e  was a g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a t  D i v i s i o n  a s  t o  t h e  
s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  MG Kos te r  acknowledged t h a t  h e  and 
BG Young a t  some t ime d i s c u s s e d  and d w e l t  upon t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  However, i n  t h e  absence of more s p e c i f i c  p r o o f ,  
t h e  I n q u i r y  canno t  conclude  t h a t  i n  March and e a r l y  A p r i l  t h e  Div- 
i s i o n  command e lement  was aware of t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  of t h e  
e v e n t s  which had t r a n s p i r e d  a t  Son My. 

I n  t h e  s e c t i o n  which f o l l o w s ,  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  
w i l l  be  examined i n  l i g h t  of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  
from Vietnamese s o u r c e s ,  

B.  	 THE SUBSEQUENT REPORTS (THE ABSENCE OF FURTHER INVESTI- 
GATION OR REVIEW) APRIL - MAY 1968 

1. 	 I n t r o d u c t o r y  

Almost immediately fo l lowing  t h e  e v e n t s  of  16 March 1968,  
rumors, r e p o r t s ,  and VC propaganda r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  be- 
gan t o  move from t h e  VC-control led Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  i n  V i e t -
namese channe l s .  While it appears  t h a t  t h e s e  d i d  n o t  come immedi-
a t e l y  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of r e s p o n s i b l e  US p e r s o n n e l ,  such  informa- 
t i o n  d i d  b e g i n  t o  r each  some US m i l i t a r y  and p o s s i b l y  c i v i l i a n  
pe r sonne l  a t  l e a s t  by t h e  e a r l y  days of A p r i l  1968. 

* See Inc ' lo ' sure  1 f o r  g r a p h i c  p o r t r a y a l  of knowledge possessed  
by key i n d i v i d u a l s .  



The s u r f a c i n g  of t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  from Vietnamese s o u r c e s  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  A p r i l  r e s u l t e d , i n  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s  b u t  v i r t u a l l y  
no a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  review w i t h i n  t h e  US c h a i n  of com-
mand, and a l o s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  America1 command a g a i n  t o  r e -
view what had t r a n s p i r e d .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  t h e s e  
e v e n t s  a r e  examined. 

2 ,  Repor t s  Wi th in  Vietnamese Channels.  

I n  March 1968, s i n c e  Son My V i l l a g e  and t h e  su r round ing  
a r e a  w e r e  VC-control led,  no Government of Vietnam (GVN) o f f i c i a l s  
r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  i t s  hamle ts .  The Son My V i l l a g e  
C h i e f ,  Do Dinh Luyen, and t h e  Tu Cung Hamlet C h i e f ,  Do Tan Nhon, 
l i v e d  i n  e x i l e  a t  Son Tinh approximate ly  1 0  k i l o m e t e r s  from Son 
My V i l l a g e .  Accord ingly ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  GVN o f f i -
c i a l s  r e g a r d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was based  p r i m a r i l y  on 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  from r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  who, from t ime  
t o  t i m e ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  market  i n  Son Tinh.  Through t h i s  means, 
and through VC propaganda, some i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  US oper -  
a t i o n  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968 r eached  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
o f f i c i a l s  and was r e p o r t e d  th rough GVN channe l s .  

a .  Census Grievance Report  

Based on in fo rma t ion  o b t a i n e d  from u n s p e c i f i e d  s o u r c e s ,  
a  Census ~ r i e v a n c e  Cadreman of Son My V i l l a g e  submi t t ed  a  w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Census Grievance Ch ie f ,  Quang Ngai,  on 18 March 
1968, summarizing t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  a l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Tu Cung 
Hamlet on 15  March 1968. Th i s  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t :  

(1) A f t e r  a f i e r c e  b a t t l e  w i t h  d i s t r i c t  VC and l o c a l  
g u e r r i l l a s ,  t h e  a l l i e s  k i l l e d  320 people  a t  subhamlets  Thuan 
Yen and Binh Dong. 

(2)  Twenty-seven people  w e r e  k i l l e d  a t  My L a i .  
( 3 )  E igh ty  peop le ,  young and o l d ,  w e r e  k i l l e d  a t  Co Luy 

hamle t .  
( 4 )  During t h e  3-day o p e r a t i o n ,  a t o t a l  of 427 c i v i l i a n s  

and g u e r r i l l a s  w e r e  k i l l e d .  

While t h i s  r e p o r t  r e f e r s  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  on "15 March," it 
a p p a r e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  of 16 March s i n c e  no o p e r a t i o n s  
w e r e  conducted i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  preceding  day. Th i s  i s  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  r e p o r t  submi t t ed  th rough GVN channels  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t  which t h e  I n q u i r y  found. The r e p o r t  con ta ined  no explan-
a t o r y  d e t a i l s .  A copy of  t h e  r e p o r t  was' p rovided  t o  t h e  I n q u i r y  
i n  e a r l y  1970 from t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  Quang Ngai Census Grievance 
Committee, b u t  t h e r e  were no i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it had been  forward- 
e d  t o  Province  Headquar te rs ;  hence it appears  t h a t  no a c t i o n  was 
t a k e n  on it. The Census Grievance r e p o r t ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  l a t e r  i n  
t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  which i s  s a i d  t o  have con ta ined  d i f f e r e n t  informa-  
t i o n  was n o t  l o c a t e d  by t h e  I n q u i r y .  



b .  	 Report  of t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  Chief 

M r .  Do Dinh Luyen, Son My V i l l a g e  Chief ,  submi t ted  a  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  da t ed  22 March 1968, t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Chief p rov id ing  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  16 March 1968 a l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  Tu Cung and Co ,Luy hamlets  (My La i  ( 4 )  i s  a subhamlet o f . T u  
Cung and My Khe ( 4 )  of Co Luy) . The r e p o r t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  : 

(1)One US s o l d i e r  was k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  ( K I A )  and two 
wounded i n  a c t i o n  (WIA) a t  Thuan Yen subhamlet.  

( 2 )  	Fo r ty -e igh t  VC were KIA. and 52 WIA. 
( 3 )  570 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ;  480 i n  Tu Cung and 9 0  

i n  Co Luy. 
( 4 )  Animals, p rope r ty ,  and houses were 90 p e r c e n t  de- 

st royed.  

The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief s t a t e d  t o  t h i s  Inqu i ry  t h a t  
t h i s  r e p o r t  had been submit ted pursuant  t o  h i s  d i r e c t i o n - f o l -  
lowing t h e  r e c e i p t  of an e a r l i e r  o r a l  r e p o r t  from t h e  Hamlet 
Chief 'and V i l l a g e  Chief .  M r .  Luyen s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  r e -
p o r t  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief had been based on hearsay  informa- 
t i o n  ob t a ined  from people  who had t a l k e d  w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  of 
Thuan Yen subhamlet [My La i  ( 4 )  1 .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  I n q u i r y ' s  
l o c a t i n g  a copy of h i s  r e p o r t ,  i n  izne D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  f i l e s ,  M r .  
Luyen r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he had submi t ted  only an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  Chief and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  w r i t i n g  a l e t t e r .  He tended 
t o  p l ay  down t h e  subs tance  of h i s  r e p o r t ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  people  
had r e p o r t e d  t h a t  n o t  more t han  30 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  Thuan 
Yen, and t h a t  hundreds of VC were k i l l e d .  He f u r t h e r  vo lun teered  
t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  t h a t ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  rumors which he  had hea rd ,  
t h e  d e a t h s  were t h e  r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y ,  gunsh ips ,  and smal l  arms 
f i r e  du r ing  t h e  b a t t l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  hamlet  and t h e  Americans had 
n o t  assembled t h e  people  and s h o t  them. Luyen s t a t e d  h i s  be- 
l i e f  t h a t  most of t h e  in format ion  he had r ece ived  was VC propaganda 
and thus  he had n o t  g o t t e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned about  it. -

The w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of M r .  Luyen da t ed  22 March 1968 which was 
i n  f a c t  passed i n  GVN channels  con ta ined  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r -  
e n t  a l l e g a t i o n s  from those  sugges ted  by h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h i s  
Inqu i ry .  

c. 	 The I n i t i a l  Report of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  

28' March 1968. 


LT (now CPT) Tran Ngoc Tan, t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  Ch ie f ,  submi t ted  
an i n t i a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province  Chief on 28 March-1968 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  US f o r c e s  had conducted an o p e r a t i o n  a t  Tu Cung 
Hamlet on "19 March 1968" (an apparen t  e r r o r )  which r e s u l t e d  i n  
i n j u r i e s  t o  a number of hamlet  r e s i d e n t s .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
when t h e  US f o r c e  e n t e r e d  t h e  hamlet ,  one s o l d i e r  was k i l l e d  and 
o t h e r s  wounded by a VC boobytrap fo l lowing  which t h e  VC opened 



f i r e  from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  hamlet .  The US f o r c e s  r e -
sponded wi th  i n t e n s e  f i repower ,  i nc lud ing  a r t i l l e r y  and a i r ,  
caus ing  i n j u r y  t o  hamlet  r e s i d e n t s  wi th  whom t h e  VC f o r c e  was 
in te rmingled .  The r e p o r t  s t a t e d ,  a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h a t  Tu Cung H a m -
l e t ,  and o t h e r  hamlets  of Son My V i l l a g e ,  had been under VC con-
t r o l  s i n c e  1964 and t h a t  t h e  VC would p o s s i b l y  t a k e  advantage of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  undermine, through propaganda, t h e  p r e s t i g e  of t h e  
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and t h e  Government's p a c i f i c a t i o n  
program. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  submi t t i ng  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Province  Ch ie f ,  a 
copy was a l s o  forwarded t o  t h e  S2 and S3 of Quang Ngai S e c t o r .  
The Province Chief ,  LTC Ton That Khien, acknowledged r e c e i p t  o r  
t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  having p rev ious ly  heard  abou t  t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief and through some rumors from t h e  
people  From t h e  in format ion  which i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  i n d i c a t i o n s  
a r e  t h a t  t h e  Province Chief took no s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  i n  response 
t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  b u t  he  may have informed t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  
of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  

d.  	 The Second Report  of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  

11 A p r i l  1968 


Following up h i s  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief sub-
m i t t e d  a  subsequent  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Province Chief d a t e d  11 A p r i l  
1968 provid ing  more d e f i n i t e  in format ion  r ega rd ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of 
16 March and i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a U S  Army u n i t  had as-
sembled and k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n  r e s i d e n t s  of Son My V i l l a g e .  LT Tan 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  was based on a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  pro- 
vided by t h e  V i l l a g e  Ch ie f ,  i nc lud ing  a l i s t  of r e s i d e n t s  k i l l e d .  
Although LT Tan s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l i s t  of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d  would be found i n  t h e  f i l e s  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  when t h e  
f i l e s  were searched t h e  l i s t  could n o t  be  l oca t ed .  The 11 A p r i l  
r e p o r t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  d e t o n a t i n g  a  VC mine and r e c e i v i n g  
f i r e  from Tu Cung, t h e  US Army u n i t  a t t a c k e d  t h e  hamle t ,  assembled 
t h e  people ,  and s h o t  and k i l l e d  more t han  4 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s .  An 
a d d i t i o n a l  90 people  were s a i d  t o  have been k i l l e d  a t  Co Luy Ham-
l e t .  The D i s t r i c t  Chief added t h a t  he be l i eved  t h e  US u n i t  a c t e d  
i n  anger  and k i l l e d  t o o  many c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  even though 
Son My had long been under VC c o n t r o l  and a l l i e d  f o r c e s  f r e q u e n t l y  
ope ra t ed  i n  t h e  a r e a  w i thou t  r e s t r i c t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i f  t r u e ,  
he  cons idered  t h i s  an a c t  of i n sane  v io l ence  and r eques t ed  t h e  
Province Chief t o  i n t e r v e n e  on beha l f  of t h e  people ,  

This  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief was n o t  based on any inves-  
t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  a s  a l r e a d y  no ted ,  on r e p o r t s  re-
ce ived  by t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief from r e s i d e n t s  of Son My who came o u t  
from t h e  a r e a  t o  v i s i t  t h e  market i n  Son Tinh and f o r  o t h e r  
reasons .  S ince  Son My was under VC c o n t r o l ,  no e f f o r t  was made t o  
c o r r o b o r a t e  t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime by an o n - s i t e  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  a l though t h e  Hamlet Chief and V i l l a g e  Chief were purpor-
t e d l y  a b l e  t o  develop a  l i s t  of r e s i d e n t s  who had been k i l l e d .  



According t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s t a t e d  on LT Tan 's  11 A p r i l  r e - ' 

p o r t ,  cop ies  of t h i s  r e p o r t  were forwarded t o  Headquarters ,  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion ,  and MACV, Quang Ngai Sec to r  [US Advisors] wi th  a cour t -
esy copy t o  t h e  Major, US Advisor, Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t .  While 
i n  Vietnam, t h e  Inqui ry  was provided cop ies  of t h i s  r e p o r t  from t h e  
f i l e s  of both t h e  Province Chief and t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief .  How-
ever ,  n e i t h e r  a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  nor  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  it could 
be found i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  US Advisory Teams a t  Quang Ngai Pro- 
v ince  and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  a l though exhaust ive  sea rches  were 
made. 

I .  

e .  	 Memorandum t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion  

Based on t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  and VC 
propaganda which he had rece ived ,  t h e  G 2 ,  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  sub-
mi t ted  a memorandum, da ted  1 2  A p r i l  1968, t o  t h e  CG, 2d ARVN ~ i v i -
s i o n ,  summarizing t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  regarding t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
A copy of t h e  VC propaganda message (which i s  d i scussed  i n  t h e  
fol lowing s e c t i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r )  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and a 
copy of t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  re.port were a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  memoran- 
dum. Upon r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  in fo rmat ion ,  COL Toan d i r e c t e d  t h a t  
Quang Ngai Sec to r  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I n  a marginal  no te  
on t h e  G 2 ' s  memorandum, COL Toan s t a t e d :  "Quang Ngai Sec to r  r e -
view t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  i s  nothing t o  i t ,  have t h e  
D i s t r i c t  r e c t i f y  t h e  repor t - - I f  it i s  t r u e ,  l ink-up wi th  t h e  
America1 Divis ion  t o  have it stopped."  T h e r e a f t e r ,  on 15 
A p r i l  1968, a message, s igned by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  d i r e c t i n g  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  accordance wi th  COL Toan's guidance,  was d i s -
patched t o  Quang Ngai Sector .  COL Toan s t a t e d  t o  t h i s  In-
q u i r y  t h a t  he recognized t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was under VC c o n t r o l  and 
t h a t  i n  f a c t  it had no t  been p o s s i b l e  t o  conduct an o n - s i t e  in -
ves t i g a t i o n .  

COL Toan subsequently d i scussed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  LTG Hoang 
Xuan Lam, CG,  I CTZ. This  d i s c u s s i o n  appears  t o  have been t h e  
only r e p o r t  dur ing  1968 by e i t h e r  Quang Ngai Province o r  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion  t o  a  h igher  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  GT.TN cha in  of com-
mand. 

3 .  	 VC Propaganda 

During 1967 and 1968, it was a comrrlon technique of t h e  
VC t o  a t tempt  t o  e x p l o i t  a c t i o n s  i n  which they had s u f f e r e d  heavy 
l o s s e s  by d isseminat ing  propaganda claiming t h a t  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  
had k i l l e d  many c i v i l i a n s ,  burned houses,  destroyed.  p roper ty ,  and 
committed o t h e r  such a c t s .  This was done through a v a r i e t y  of 
means inc lud ing  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s ,  b roadcas t s ,  and publ ished 
l e a f l e t s  o r  l e t t e r s .  Such propaganda was regul -ar ly  monitored by 
US and Vietnamese i n t e l l i g e n c e  teams, b u t  i t s  g r o s s l y  exaggerated 
and drumbeat q u a l i t y  r e s u l t e d  i n  any purpor ted  s p e c i f i c  informat ion  



it might c o n t a i n  be ing  t r e a t e d  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s k e p t i c i s m  and 
more f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  n o t ,  d i smis sed  a s  pure  f a b r i c a t i o n .  

I t  would appear  t h a t  much of t h e  VC propaganda i s s u e d  concer-
n ing  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  was d i smis sed  i n ' t h i s  f a s h i o n  a l though 
some of it d i d  c o n t a i n  an unusual  number of s p e c i f i c  cha rges .  
While t h e  propaganda was i n  some r e s p e c t s  an obvious d i s t o r t i o n ,  
it r e c i t e d  some of  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h a t  day w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  accuracy .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  propaganda, e s p e c i a l l y  when combined 
w i t h  o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  U S  and Vietnamese command 
e lements  should  have prompted fol low-up a c t i o n .  

The fo l lowing  i s  a summary of t h e  propaganda which t h i s  
I n q u i r y  found, which i n  vary ing  degrees  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of  U S  and/or ARVN pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  Spr ing  of 1968. T h i s  sum-
mary of propaganda i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  rumors hea rd  by v i l -
l a g e ,  d i s t r i ' c t ,  and p rov ince  o f f i c i a l s  which, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  
appear  t o  have been d i smis sed  by t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  a s  VC- in i t i a t ed  
and t o  which t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  was tempered by p a s t  expe r i ence  w i t h  
VC propaganda, a sma l l  concern f o r  VC-controlled a r e a s ,  and an 
obvious r e l u c t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of GVN o f f i c i a l s  t o  embarrass  t h e i r  
US a l l i e s .  

The inquiry ob ta ined  i n  Vietnam a copy of a Quang Ngai Nation-
a l  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t  Committee n o t i c e  which was d a t e d  28 March 
1968. This  n o t i c e  was e n t i t l e d  "Concerning t h e  C r i m e s  Committed 
by US I m p e r i a l i s t s  and T h e i r  Lackeys Who K i l l e d  More Than 500 
C i v i l i a n s  of Tinh Khe V i l l a g e  (Son My), Son Tinh D i s t r i c t . "  I t  
s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  : 

X a m  Lang (Thuan Yen) Subhamlet of Tu Cung Hamlet and Xom 
Go Subhamlet of Co Luy w e r e  pounded by a r t i l l e r y  f o r  
hours .  A f t e r  s h e l l i n g ,  n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed t r o o p s  
who bes i eged  t h e  two sma l l  hamle ts .  The U S  s o l d i e r s  were 
l i k e  wi ld  an ima l s ,  cha rg ing  v i o l e n t l y  i n t o  t h e  hamle t s ,  
k i l l i n g  and d e s t r o y i n g .  They formed themselves  i n t o  
t h r e e  groups :  one group was i n  charge  of k i l l i n g  c i v -  
i l i a n s ,  one group burned h u t s ,  and t h e  t h i r d  group des- 
t r o y e d  v e g e t a t i o n  and t r e e s  and k i l l e d  an imals .  Where-
e v e r  t hey  went ,  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  houses  and vege- 
t a t i o n  were des t royed  and cows, b u f f a l o ,  ch icken ,  and 
ducks were a l s o  k i l l e d .  They even k i l l e d  o l d  people  and 
c h i l d r e n ;  p regnan t  women were raped and k i l l e d .  T h i s  
was by f a r  t h e  most b a r b a r i c  k i l l i n g  i n  human h i s t o r y .  

I 

The n o t i c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  5 0 2  people  w e r e  massacred a t  Tu Cung 
and Co Luy Hamlets,  i n c l u d i n g  67 o l d  peop le ,  170 c h i l d r e n ,  and 
130 women. Although d a t e d  28 March 1968, t h e  copy of  t h i s  
n o t i c e  which appears  i n  t h e  r eco rd  was c a p t u r e d  by t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n  on 11 December 1969 approximately 20 k i l o m e t e r s  nor th-  
w e s t  of Son My V i l l a g e .  While t h e r e  i s  no r e l i a b l e  ev idence  



one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  p re -da ted  n o t i c e  was 
pub l i shed  i n  l a t e  1969 i n  o r d e r  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on t h e  widespread 
p u b l i c i t y  a t  t h a t  t ime  concern ing  t h e  Son'My i n c i d e n t .  The 
I n q u i r y  found no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  i n  f a c t  reached  GVN o r  US 
hands a t  anytime p r i o r  t o  December 1969. 

One - i tem found by e a r l y  A p r i l  1968 was a s c r i p t  f o r  a  p ro-
posed VC b r o a d c a s t  e n t i t l e d  "American E v i l  Appears ."  I t  i s  n o t  
c l e a r  how i t  was o b t a i n e d .  The s c r i p t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  propos- 
ed b r o a d c a s t  was t o  be  used i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  VC l e a f l e t s  w i t h  
t h e  t i t l e  " L e t  American Enemy Pay Th i s  Bloody Debt ."  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  cha rges  of murder,  mi s t r ea tmen t  of Vietnamese peo- 
p l e ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  by US f o r c e s ,  t h e  s c r i p t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  h i g h l i g h t e d . t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  Th i s  was t h e  i t e m  
of VC propaganda t h a t  t h e  G2 of t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  b rough t  t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of COL Toan. The s c r i p t  a s  p rovided  t o  COL Toan 
s t a t e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n :  

I n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 15  March 1968, i n  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  t h e  American enemies went c r azy .  They used ma-
chineguns and eve ry  o t h e r  k ind  of weapon t o  k i l l  500 
peop le  who had empty hands,  i n  Tinh Khe (Son My) V i l l -
age (Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Quang Ngai- P rov ince )  . There 
w e r e  many p regnan t  women some of which w e r e  on ly  a 
few days  from c h i l d b i r t h .  The Americans would s h o o t  
everybody t h e y  saw, They k i l l e d  peop le  and cows, burn-
ed houses .  There  were some f a m i l i e s  i n  which a l l  
members were k i l l e d .  

The propaganda went on t o  encourage ARVN s o l d i e r s  t o  use  t h e i r  
guns a g a i n s t  American pe r sonne l .  S e v e r a l  l a t e r  enemy pro-  
paganda b r o a d c a s t s  w e r e  made from Hanoi d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  A p r i l -  
June  1968 a long  t h e  theme t h a t  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  were committing a t -
roc ious  war c r imes  i n  South Vietnam by murder ing i n n o c e n t  c i v i l -  
i a n s ,  bu rn ing  houses ,  abus ing  women, and d e s t r o y i n g  p r o p e r t y .  
The Son My i n c i d e n t  was c i t e d  a s  one s p e c i f i c  example of such  
an a t r o c i t y  i n  each  of t h e s e  b r o a d c a s t s .  B roadcas t s  a r e  known 
t o  have been made on 16 A p r i l  ( 2 ) ,  17 A p r i l ,  23 A p r i l ,  and 2 
June  which provided  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  same d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a s  t h e  propaganda messages p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d .  

An i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  which was r e c e i v e d  i n  A p r i l  1968 i n -  
d i c a t e d  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  of t h e  V i e t  Cong w e r e  wear ing  r e d  arm bands 
on which was a s l o g a n  e x p r e s s i n g  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  avenge t h e  mass-
a c r e  o r  murder a t  Son My. A VC who subsequen t ly  r e t u r n e d  t o  
government c o n t r o l  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  arm bands w i t h  a s l o g a n  
concern ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w e r e  worn a t  Binh Duc, an a r e a  i n  e a s t e r n  
Binh Son D i s t r i c t .  Th i s  same i n d i v i d u a l  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
he  had a t t e n d e d  two propaganda l e c t u r e s  i n  Tu Cung concern ing  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  



On 16 J u l y  1969, a  propaganda message publ ished i n  May 1968 
and e n t i t l e d  "The American Aggressors Must Pay For Thei r  Debts 
i n  Blood Against  t h e  People of Son My" was captured  approximately 
50 k i lometers  northwest  of Son My. This  message, a s  o t h e r s ,  pro-
vided a summary of t h e  even t s  on 16 March p lus  a v i v i d  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h e  a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of Son My. The 
message encouraged t h e  people t o  h a t e  t h e  Americans and t o  seek  
revenge f o r  t h e  murder of t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .  

From t h e  foregoing,  it i s  apparent  t h a t  by mid-April 1968, 
r e p o r t s  and propaganda r e l a t i n g  t o  Son My were c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  
Vietnamese channels  which continued f o r  a t  l e a s t  s e v e r a l  months 
t h e r e a f t e r .  I n  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  informat ion  rece ived  by US 
o f f i c i a l s  from these  sources  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  a c t i o n s  a r e  exam-
ined.  

4 .  	 Information Received From Vietnamese Sources and Fur the r  
US Action 

a .  	 The Problem ~f  Contradic tory  Testimony 

The Inqu i ry  met wi th  a  w e l t e r  of c o n t r a c t i o n ,  d e n i a l s  
of knowledge, and vague r e c o l l e c t i o n s  when examining what, when, 
and how informat ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  passed from 
Vietnamese sources  t o  U S  personnel .  But w i t h . t h e  a i d  of documents 
and informat ion  obta ined from GVN a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e  testimony 
of a few i n d i v i d u a l s  who were i n  p o s i t i o n s  t o  observe p o r t i o n s  of 
t h e  events  i t  has been p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i n  a t  l e a s t  broad 
o u t l i n e  t h e  informat ion  rece ived  and t o  determine those  who had 
t h e  knowledge and were p r i n c i p a l l y  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  l ack  of 
any e f f e c t i v e  response i n  t h e  cha in  of command. 

b. 	 Information Received and Actions Taken By t h e  U S  

Advisory Teams 


LTC William D.  Guinn was t h e  Deputy Province Senior  Ad- 
v i s o r  of Quang Ngai Province i n  March, A p r i l ,  and May 1968. H e  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i n  March 1968 he rece ived a  handwri t ten  t r a n s l a t i o n  
of a r e p o r t  t h a t  he was' t o l d  had come through Census ~ r i e v a n c e  
channels  i n  Quang Ngai. He could  no t  r e c a l l  who s p e c i f i c a l l y  
had given it t o  him. A s  LTC Guinn va r ious ly  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
r e p o r t  i n  h i s  test imony i n  1969, it had s t a t e d  t h a t  ~ m e r i c a n  f o r -  
ces  had k i l l e d  1 , 0 0 0  o r  1,500 o r  2 , 0 0 0 - i n  an opera t ion  i n  e a s t e r n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  When i n i t i a l l y  ques t ioned a b o u t . t h e  r e p o r t  i n  
May 1969, LTC Guinn, t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  "because of t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  
of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n "  he c a r r i e d  t h e  r e p o r t  immediately t o  COL Hen-
derson a t  h i s  headquar ters  i n  Duc Pho s o  t h a t  COL Henderson "could 
s t a r t  conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on h i s  own. He l a t e r  
t e s , t i f i e d  t h a t  he had taken t h e  r e p o r t  t o  COL Henderson j u s t  a s  
soon a s  he c o u l d . g e t  a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  was unable t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
e x a c t  d a t e .  When Guinn r e t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  i n  h i s  te.stimony i n  



December 1969 b e f o r e  t h i s  Inqu i ry ,  he added t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  s t a t i n g  t h e  l a r g e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  fxom 
t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  US f o r c e s ,  had s a i d  t h a t  they  had been k i l l e d  
"by bombing and a r t i l l e r y "  and t h a t  t h e r e  was "no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  
t h e r e  t h a t  they had been k i l l e d  by smal l  arms o r  ground a c t i o n . "  

LTC Guinn expla ined  t h a t  i n  h i s  op in ion  he  had no du ty  t o  
r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r  s i n c e  no war crime was a l l e g e d ,  it be ing  ex-
p r e s s l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  had r e s u l t e d  from bombing and 
a r t i l l e r y .  

LTC Guinn f u r t h e r  exp la ined  t h a t  .he had n o t  be l i eved  t h e  r e -  
p o r t  and had n o t  cons idered  t h a t  any a t r o c i t y  had been committed. 

He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had t o l d  COL Henderson of t h e  un-
r e ~ ~ a b i l i t yof i t s  sou rce ,  b u t  t h a t  h e ,  Guinn, had made no 
e f f o r t  t o  check o u t  t h e  r e p o r t .  According t o  Guinn, COL 
Henderson s t a t e d  t h a t  he would check o u t  t h e  r e p o r t .  
Henderson f l a t l y  den ied  t h a t  he rece ived  any such r e p o r t  from 
Guinn, e i t h e r  o r a l l y  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  be l i eved  
t h a t  he had n o t  even met Guinn up t o  t h a t  t ime.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t es t imony,  Guinn 's  r e f u s a l  
upon be ing  r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness  t o  answer f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  l e f t  
unresolved j u s t  what r e p o r t  he d i d  r e c e i v e  i n  March 1968 and spec- 
i f i c a l l y  how and from whom he rece ived  it. Guinn p rev ious ly  had 
t o l d  t h e  Inqu i ry  t h a t  he had maintained no f i l e  of such t h i n g s  a s  
t h e  Census Grievance r e p o r t  and t h a t  accord ing ly  t h e  on ly  p l a c e  a 
copy could p o s s i b l y  be found would be a t  t h e  Census Grievance 
o f f i c e .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  when t h i s  Inqu i ry  ob ta ined  from t h e  
Census Grievance o f f i c e  i n  Quang Ngai a copy of t h e  Census Griev- 
ance r e p o r t  of 18  March 1968 ( e x h i b i t  M-31), Guinn, e x e r c i s i n g  
h i s  p r i v i l e g e ,  r e fused  f u r t h e r  t o  t e s t i f y  and acco rd ing ly ,  it 
was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether t h e  18 March Census Griev- 
ance r e p o r t  was i n  f a c t  t h e  one which he r e c a l l e d  having r ece ived .  

H i s  p rev ious  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  document and i t s  con ten t s  
is  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  E x h i b i t  M-31, hence t h e r e  may have been 
another  Census Grievance r e p o r t .  

LTC Guinn t e s t i f i e d ,  on h i s  f i r s t  appearance b e f o r e  t h i s  In- 
q u i r y ,  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  from Census Grievance was t h e  on ly  one of  
which he had heard  cover ing t h e  k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  
by Americans. However, i n  p r i o r  tes t imony g iven  t o  t h e  I G  
i n  May 1969, he had s t a t e d  t h a t  LTC Khien, t h e  Province Ch ie f ,  
had r ece ived  t h e  same informat ion  r ega rd ing  t h e  a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  by US f o r c e s  and had forwarded it t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
d i v i s i o n ,  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  h i s  unders tanding  t h a t  COL 
Toan, LTC Khien, and MG Koster  a l l  had conducted i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what had happened. A s  p r ev ious ly  no t ed ,  when 
t h i s  Inqu i ry  went t o  Vietnam it ob ta ined  copies  of bo th  t h e  22 
March 1968 r e p o r t  from Mr, Luyen, t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  C h i e f ,  t o  
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief ( e x h i b i t  M-49) and t h e  11 A p r i l  1968 
r e p o r t  from LT (now CPT) Tan, t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  t o  



LTC Khien con ta in ing  a l l e g a t i o n s  of a mass k i l l i n g  i n  Son Fly 
V i l l a g e  ( e x h i b i t s  74-29, M-34, M-36). 

The ev idence  does  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  e i t h e r  LTC Guinn o r  M A J  
(now LTC) Gavin, t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Advisor ,  o r  any member of 

t h e i r  adv isory  teams had any immediate knowledge of t h e  v i l l a g e  
C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  a t '  t h e  t ime it was made. Nor does it appear 
t h a t  members of e i t h e r  adv i so ry  team say LT Tan ' s  f i r s t  r e p o r t  
of 28 March 1968 t o  LTC Khien ( e x h i b i t  M - 5 ) .  Althouqh Tan s t a t e s  
t h a t  he  d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  Gavin, Gavin' d e n i e s  t h i s .  However, 
d e s p i t e  t h e  d e n i a l s  by Guinn and Gavin of  knowledge of & h i s  V ie t -  
namese complaint  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  L T  Tan ' s  11 A p r i l  1968 
l e t t e r ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  V i l l ~ q e  C h i e f ' s  complaint ,  was prov ided  
t o  both t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  and was t h e  s u b j e c t  of cons ide rab l e  
d i s c u s s i o n .  -

FWJ Hancock, t h e  G3 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D iv i s ion ,  has  
t r a c e d  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Advisory Team and presumably M A J  Gavin, 
t h e  i n i t i a l  Vietnamese r e p o r t  concerninq the Son Ply i n c i d e n t .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  LTC Guinn t o l d  him i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  A p r i l  t h a t  
Gavin had r e c e i v e d  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief a r e p o r t  o f  
s e v e r a l  hundred c i v i l i a n s  hav ing  been k i l l e d  by US f o r c e s .  PIAJ 
Hancock appa ren t ly  f i x e d  t h e  t ime of t h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  as  preced-
i n g  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  through Guinn of t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  r e -
ce ived  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Advisory team, IUIJ Hancock r e c a l l e d  hav- 
i n g  s een  t h e  s c r i p t  f o r  t h e  propaganda b roadcas t  ( e x h i b i t  P4-33) 
and t a l k i n g  about  it w i t h  Guinn. H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  l a t e r  
saw i n  an Advisory Team read ing  f i l e  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  t h e  
memorandum from t h e  G 2  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  COL Toan on which COL 
Toan had no ted  h i s  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  s e c t o r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

I4AJ E a r l e ,  t h e  G2 adv i so r  o f  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  f u r t h e r  
co r robo ra t e s  LTC Guinn ' s  knowledqe and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  a c t -
i o n s  which ensued.  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  LTC Guinn, i n  A p r i l  1968, 
spoke bo th  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  and of t h e  VC propaq-
anda r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Guinn a l s o  mentioned CPT Rodriquez, 
t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Advisor.  Guinn f u r t h e r  mentioned 
t h a t  h e  was hav ing  someone look i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r  and was s eek ing  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion .  Guinn a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was pas s inq  
t h e  in format ion  up throuqh h i s  channels .  

CPT Rodriguez confirms t h a t  h e  r ece ived  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  
Province Advisory Team, du r inq  MAJ Gavin ' s  temporary absence from 
Son Tinh between 10 and 16 A p r i l ,  t o  o b t a i n  in format ion  r ega rd ing  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  conta ined  i n  LT Tan ' s  11 A p r i l  l e t te r .  S ince  Son 
My V i l l a g e  was i n  a  VC-controlled a r e a ,  an o n - s i t e  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  
by CPT Rodriguez was n o t  p o s s i b l e .  He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  response 
t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  h e  l i m i t e d  h i s  a c t i o n s  t o  d i s c u s s i n s  t h e  ma t t e r  
w i th  LT Tan and p r e p a r i n g  a  s t a t emen t ,  da t ed  1 4  A p r i l  1968, i n  
which he  expressed  t h e  conclusion t h a t  LT Tan d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  
V i l l a g e  C h i e f ' s  complaint  much importance ( e x h i b i t  14-30) . 



The a t t i t u d e  of  LT Tan a s  t h u s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  Rodriquez 
s t a t emen t  appears  t o  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  , i n  
Tan 's  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r .  During i n t e r r o q a t i o n  by t h e  Inqu i ry  i n  
Vietnam, LT Tan s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen  and agreed w i t h  
Rodriquez 's  s t a t emen t .  He added t h a t  t h e  subs t ance  and i n t e n t  of 
h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Rodriguez had n o t  been t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
provided by t h e  V i l l a q e  Chief was i n v a l i d  o r  i n c o r r e c t ;  r a t h e r  
t h a t  i n  view of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  throughout  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  which 
was under extreme p r e s s u r e  from t h e  VC w i t h  ou tpos t s  be inq  a t t a c k -  
ed  n i g h t l y ,  h e  cons idered  a r e p o r t  a l l e q i n g  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  i n  a  VC-controlled a r e a  t o  be  o f  less importance 
under t h e  c i rcumstances .  

CPT Rodriguez t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  two copies  of h i s  1 4  A p r i l  
s t a t emen t  were s e n t  t o  t h e  Province A d v i s o r ' s  o f f i c e  i n  Quang 
Nqai and one copy was p l aced  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  Son Tinh Advis- 
ory Team. Then t h e  Inqui ry  team was i n  Vietnam, t h e  only 
copy o f  t h e  1 4  A p r i l  s t a t emen t  which could  be found was i n  the 
pe r sona l  f i l e s  o f  LTC Khien who made a v a i l a b l e  f i l e s  t o  t h e  In-  
q u i r y  and provided  t h e  copy e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  r eco rd .  The of -  
f i c e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  P rov ince ,  and 2d ARVN Div i s ion  Advis- 
ory teams were s i m i l a r l y  b e r e f t  o f  any o t h e r  paper  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  1968 r e p o r t s .  

CPT Rodriguez s t a t e d  t h a t  fo l lowinq  t h e  forwardinq of  h i s  1 4  
A p r i l  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  Province Advisory o f f i c e  he  could  r e c a l l  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  no one o t h e r  than  M A J  Gavin, whom h e  
b r i e f e d  on t h e  m a t t e r  and showed a  copy of h i s  1 4  A p r i l  s t a t emen t  
upon MAJ Gavin 's  r e t u r n  t o  Son Tinh on 16 A p r i l  LT Tan and 
LT Dawkins, t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  adv i so r  a t  t h e  District' Headquar ters ,  
r e c a l l e d  t a l k i n g  t o  bo th  CPT Rodriquez and MAJ Gavin about t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  h u t  PIIAJ Gavin, d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was t h e  
addressee  o r  a cou r t e sy  copy of Tan 's  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  and t h e  
con t r a ry  tes t imony no ted  above, claimed h e  was k e p t  e n t i r e l y  i n  
t h e  dark  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e p o r t s  on Son My and knew noth inq  of what 
CPT Rodriguez had done o r  of h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  LT Tan du r inq  
Gavin ' s absence.  

Although LTC Khien s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had t a l k e d  wi th  bo th  M r .  
James May, t h e  Province  S e n i o r  Advisor,  and LTC Guinn, who was 
May's deputy,  about  t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r ,  Mr. May was apparen t ly  
absen t  from Quanq Nqai a t  t h e  t ime t h e  l e t t e r  was r ece ived  and he  
denied e v e r  hav ing  hea rd  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  o r  o f  t h e  Rodriquez 1 4  
A p r i l  s t a t emen t .  No o t h e r  evidence l i n k s  14r. May d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  l e t t e r  o r  t n e  s t a t emen t .  

A s  t o  LTC Guinn, h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  regard-  
i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  found by t h e  Inqui ry  i n  RVN throuqh t h e  cooper- 
a t i o n  of  t h e  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s - - i n c l u d i n q  t h e  Tan 11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  
and t h e  ~ o a r i q u e z  1 4  A p r i l  s ta tement--has  prevented  t h e  develop- 
ment o f  evidence a s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  manner i n  which Rodriguez 's  
14 A p r i l  s t a t e m e n t  was subsequent ly  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  COL Henderson 
a t  Duc Pho. Moreover, when Guinn f i r s t  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  In-  
q u i r y ,  h e  was shown t h e  ve r s ion  of t h e  1 4  A p r i l  s t a t emen t  found 



i n  t h e  f i l e s  of  t h e  S2 a t  t h e  l l t h  Briqade (from which CPT 
Rodriguez 's  s i g n a t u r e  b lock had been e l imina ted)  and he  p r o f e s s -  
ed  not  having seen  t h e  s t a t ement  b e f o r e .  D i s a s s o c i a t i n g  
himself  from t h e  mat te r ,  Guinn b e f o r e  t h i s  Inqu i ry  denied  d i scus -  
s i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  reqard ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  LTC Khien, COL 
Toan, PIG Koster ,  BG Younq o r  M r .  May, and he  d i d  n o t  m n t i o n  
e i t h e r  MAJ E a r l e  o r  I.IAJ Hancock. He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h i s  only 
d i scuss ion  had been t h e  one w i t h  COL Henderson when he brouqht  
t h e  Census Grievance r e p o r t  t o  Duc Pho. 

The surrounding circumstances and t h e  test imony of va r ious  
wi tnesses  p lace  LTC Guinn s q u a r e l y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  a t  
Quang Ngai both i n  hand l ing  Tan's 11 Apr i l  l e t t e r - - o f  which he 
was an addressee--and i n  a r ranq ing  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and sub- 
sequent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Rodr iguez ' s  1 4  Apr i l  s t a t ement  concerning 
Tan's l e t t e r .  

BG Young ( l i k e  MAJ E a r l e )  s t a t e d  t h a t  Guinn express ly  t o l d  him 
about t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief ' s  r e p o r t  and COL Henderson confirmed 
t h a t  Guinn was p r e s e n t  when he talKed t o  LTC Khien regarding 
" t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  U S  t roops .  " S i m i l a r l y ,  MG Koster  
confirmed t h a t  h e  a l s o  t a l k e d  wi th  Gulnn &out  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Province Chief when he had gone t o  Quang Ngai t o  
speak wi th  LTC Khien regard ing  t h e s e  mat te r s .  Another appar- 
e n t l y  knowledgeable member o f  t h e  advisory  teams who has sought  t o  
d i s a s s o c i a t e  h imse l f  from t h e  even t s  i s  COL Hut ter ,  t h e  U S  Senior  
Advisor t o  COL Toan. Both i'4G Koster and MAJ Hancock as w e l l  as 
COL Toan and l l A J  Pho, p l a c e  him a t  c r i t i c a l  meetings i n  t h i s  t ime 
frame . 

Whatever may have been t h e  e x t e n t  and d e t a i l  of Guinn's  r e -
p o r t  t o  t h e  l l t h  Briqade and t h e  America1 Divis ion  reqardinq 
t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  o r  t h e  knowledqe o f  COL Hut te r ,  t h e r e  i s  no evidence  
t h a t  they  e v e r  brouqht  t h e s e  mat te r s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e i r  
s u p e r i o r s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  chains  of command, (DCORDS 
and DSA I CTZ)  o r  took any s t e p s  t o  s e e  t h a t  such mat te r s  were 
inc luded i n  t h e  monthly Advisory Team r e p o r t  o r  any o t h e r  r e p o r t s  
submit ted by  t h e  2d ARVN Division o r  Province Advisory Teams. 
( I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  monthly province r e p o r t s  conta ined l auda to ry  
accounts concerning TF Barker .)  

c. Information Received and Actions Taken by t h e  l l t h  Brigade 

A s  p rev ious ly  noted ,  l4AJ PIcKnight, t h e  S3 of  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade, t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  by l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  Apr i l  1968 COL 
Henderson's i n v e s t i q a t i o n  concerning t h e  Son My opera t ion  was 
completed and c losed  wi th  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  05 a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  C G  
America1 Divis ion  g iv inq  an . exp lana t ion  of t h i s  opera t ion  and o f  
what had occurred .  He f u r t h e r  t e s t i f i e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e  
mat te r  was reopenea I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of Apr i l  because of  t h e  
r e c e i p t  of a VC propaganda l e a f l e t  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  US f o r c e s  had 



massacred 300-400 people i n  t h e  16 March opera t ion .  MAJ YcKniqht 
knew no th ing  of  a r e p o r t  from Census Grievance channels ,  and t h e  
testimony of LTC Guinn and COL Henderson i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  as  t o  
whether t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  reachinq t h e  l l t h  Briqade from Viet- 
namese s o u r c e s  was d e l i v e r e d  by Guinn. Never the less ,  it i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  it was i n f o h a t i o n  from Vietnamese channels which 
prompted f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  by COL Henderson. 

LTC Blackledqe confirms t h e  r e c e i p t  a t  t h e  l l t h  Briqade of 
a r e p o r t  on such VC propaqanda. He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he " se ized"  
on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p i e c e  was o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  k ind  than  t h e  
usual  run of VC propaqanda and brouqht  it t o  COL Henderson's 
a t t e n t i o n  around t h e  middle of  Apr i l .  He r e c a l l e d  rece iv-  
i n q  one o r  two l a t e r  p i e c e s  of VC propaqanda of s i m i l a r  import 
which he a l s o  showed t o  COL Henderson. COL Henderson acknow- 
ledqed having been shown some such r e p o r t  around mid-April (which 
he thouqht  had been ob ta ined  by t h e  i n t e l l i q e n c e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
t o  Quanq Ngai Province)  and s t a t e d  t h a t  it had a l l e q e d  t h a t  U S  
f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  some 470 c i v i l i a n s  on 16 March and on an 
e a r l i e r  opera t ion .  

LTC Blackledqe a l s o  r e c a l l e d  a f u r t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  
which he rece ived  about  t h e  same time i n d i c a t i n q  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  of  
t h e  Vie t  Cong w e r e  wearing red  arm bands on which was a  s loqan 
express ing  de te rmina t ion  t o  avenge t h e  massacre o r  murder a t  Son 
P4y . 

The evidence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  COL Henderson moved quickly  t o  
a l l a y  any s u s p i c i o n s  r a i s e d  by t h e  VC propaganda and t h e  r e p o r t s  
emanating from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  went 
"immediately" t o  s e e  COL Toan and LTC Khien w i t h i n  24 t o  36 
hours . However, h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  d i scuss ions  which 
ensued i s  confused, c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  and b e l i e d  by o t h e r  test imony 
and t h e  documentary record .  MAJ Hancock, t h e  S3 adv i so r  t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  was p r e s e n t  when Henderson spoke t o  Toan, as 
appare'ntly were M A J  PlcKniqht, COL Hut te r ,  and poss ib ly  FIAJ 
Ea r l e .  - He seemed t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  meetinq took p lace  
a f t e r  12 Apr i l  when t h e  G 2 ,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  s e n t  h i s  memorandum 
t o  COL Toan. MAJ Hancock s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  COL Henderson, 
when asked by COL Toan about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  a t  Son P4y, a s su red  COL Toan t h a t  t h e  mat te r  had been 
f u l l y  i n v e s t i ~ a t e d  bv Henderson h i m s e l f ,  t h a t  he  had landed i n  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  and ques t ioned t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  about 
t h e  a l l e g e d  k i l l i n s  of c i v i l i a n s ,  and t h a t  he  had been assured  i n  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  men t h a t  t h e r e  was nothinq t o  t h e  charses .  
Apparently no r e f e r e n c e  was made by Henderson t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  a l l e -
q a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Thompson Report which had l e d  t o  Henderson's i n i -  
t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Hancock r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Toan seemed t o  
accept  t h e  exp lana t ion  and t h a t  he ,  Hancock, reqarded t h e  mat te r  
as  c losed  and concluded t h a t  no th inq  wronq had happened. 
MAJ McKnight i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  meeting s t a t e d  t h a t  whi le  



COL Toan regarded t h e  charqes as  ,a VC ~ r o ~ a s a n d a  t h e r e  was s t u n t ,  
an ARVN i n v e s t i q a t i o n  o f  t h e  mat te r  which was apparent ly  i n  pros-  
r e s s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  meetins.  

COL Henderson, i n  h i s  account of t h e  meetinq wi th  COL Toan, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had t o l d  COL Toan t h a t  h e  was very d i s t u r b e d  by 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and asked whether he had any knowledqe o r  i n f o r -
mation t h a t  Henderson d i d  n o t  have. COL Toan apparen t ly  t o l d  
Henderson t h a t  h e  had rece ived  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  and 
t h e  VC propaganda message a day o r  two e a r l i e r  a n d - t h a t  h e  had 
d i r e c t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was i n  progress .  In h i s  t e s t i -  
mony Henderson s a i d  no th ing  about t e l l i n g  Toan of havinq made 
h i s  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  March, r a t h e r  t h a t  he simply t o l d  Toan 
t h a t  he was very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  mat te r  and t h a t  h e  t o o  
"was t r y i n g  t o  f e r r e t  o u t  t h e  t r u t h . "  Henderson a t t r i b u t e d  
t h e  ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  a d i r e c t i v e  from LTG Lam, CG I C T Z ,  
and claimed t h a t  he  o f f e r e d  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  COL Toan anv 
number of t r o o p s  t o  go i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and h e l p  him s e c u r e  it whi le  
t h e  mat te r  was looked i n t o .  COL Henderson f u r t h e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
COL Toan r e p l i e d :  "No. This i s  VC propaganda. There i s  no 
t r u t h  t o  t h i s , "  and t h a t  when Henderson pressed  him t o  a'ccept 
t h e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  Toan r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  had t o l d  LTC Khien, t h e  
Province c h i e f ,  t o  handle  t h e  i n v e s t i s a t i o n . .  . 

From MAJ  Hancock's test imony it  would appear  t h a t  t h e  meetinq 
wi th  Toan t e rmina ted  on a n o t e  suqqes t ing  t h a t  t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  
were qroundless  and t h e  m a t t e r  was c losed  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  Hancock 
s o  regarded it), b u t  apparent ly  COL Henderson, s t i l l  very much 
concerned, went d i r e c t l y  t o  s e e  LTC Khien. 

COL Henderson's account of h i s  v i s i t  t o  LTC Khien i n  h i s  t e s -  
timony be fo re  t h i s  Inqui ry  fol lows qenera l lv  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
h i s  meeting wi th  COL Toan b u t  was a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  va r i ance  wi th  
h i s  test imony i n  May 1969 be fo re  t h e  I G .  In h i s  May test imonv h e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  province  advisors  arranqed t h e  meetinq and t h a t  
he be l i eved  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  he had met LTC 
Guinn. S ince  Guinn denied e v e r  h a v i n s  such a meetinq wi th  Hen- 
derson and Henderson ' .~  test imony on t h e  p o i n t  i s  completely 
vague, it i s  l e f t  t o  con jec tu re  what Guinn and Henderson a c t u a l l y  
s a i d  t o  each o t h e r  reqarding t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  
Chief and t h e  VC propaqanda. I t  was j u s t  about t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  
Province Advisory Team was o b t a i n i n g  t h e  s ta tement  prepared  by 
CPT Rodriguez on 1 4  Apr i l  which COL Henderson used i n  h i s  l a t e r  
r e p o r t  t o  MG Koster .  LTC Khien was a l s o  qiven a copy of t h e  ' 
Rodriguez s t a t e m e n t ,  presumably by LTC Guinn. It seems reason-
a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  LTC Guinn provided Henderson a copy of t h e  
Rodriguez s t a t ement  a t  t h i s  t ime o r  arranqements were made t o  
provide a copy. 

A s  t o  t h e  meeting wi th  LTC Khien, Henderson t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  
t h i s  Inqu i ry  t h a t  he  expressed  t o  him "my r e q r e t  and 'how d i s -  



turbed I was over  t h i s  t h i n q ,  and t h a t  I wanted t o  q e t  t o  t h e  
bottom of  it,  and i f  t h e r e  was any t r u t h  t o  it I would make 
t roops  a v a i l a b l e  t o  qo wi th  h i s  RF/PF f o r c e s ,  o r  any o t h e r  
f o r c e s ,  i n t o  t h e  a rea  i f  he was qoinq t o  conduct such an inves-
t i g a t i o n .  ' ( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  it should be  noted t h a t  COL 
Henderson haa a v a i l a b l e  t o  him s u f f i c i e n t  a s s e t s  i n  terms of 
ground f o r c e s ,  a i r l i f t ,  and f i r e  suppor t  t o  go i n t o  t h e  a rea  a t  
any t i m e ,  had he  r e a l l y  d e s i r e d  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s . )  COL 
Henderson made no mention i n  h i s  test imony of what he  miqht have 
t o l d  LTC Khien regard ing  h i s  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  March which he 
had a l ready completed. I n s t e a d ,  he  t e s t i f i e d  only  about what 
Khien had s a i d  t o  him reqardinq t h e  Vi l l aqe  C h i e f ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s .  
According t o  COL Henderson, LTC Khien desc r ibed  them as VC propa-
ganda and exp la ined  h i s  p lan  t o  conduct a counterpropaqanda cam-
paign. Henderson a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  Khien showed him e i t h e r  t h e  
Vi l l age  C h i e f ' s  o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  which s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  U S  f o r c e s  had gathered  up qroups of c i v i l i a n s  and k i l l e d  a 
t o t a l  of 470 i n  two o p e r a t i o n s .  Henderson a t  one time 
acknowledged t h a t  he obta ined a cspy of some such l e t t e r  from 
Khein, b u t  h e  was no t  c l e a r  as  t o  which one it was. LTC Khien 
purpor tedly  s t a t e d  t o  Henderson t h a t  he d i d  n o t  cons ide r  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  he a p p r o p r i a t e  LTC Khien h a s  no  r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of such a  d i scuss ion  w i t h  COL Henderson 

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  h i s  test imony t o  t h i s  I n q u i r y ,  COL Henderson 
t o l d  t h e  I G  i n  Play 1969 t h a t  t h e  Province Chie f ,  LTC Khien, re-
ques ted  Henderson t o  a s s i s t  i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n :  "He asked i f  
I would send US fo rces  - i n t o  t h a t  a rea  wi th  h i s  ARVN and Local 
Forces t o  g e t  some t r u t h  o u t  of t h i s .  I assured  him t h a t  I would 
and t o l d  him t h a t  I would conduct t h e  opera t ion  anytime t h a t  he  
was ready. Henderson went on t o  s t a t e  t h a t  they  conducted 
such an opera'cion i n  J u l y  1968 b u t  t h a t  it was a b o r t i v e .  Never-
t h e l e s s ,  LTC Khien t o l d  him af terwards  " t h a t  from h i s  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  t h a t  he could  f i n d  no t r u t h  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  U S  f o r -
ces  had k i l l e d  some 4 0 0  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  " -

Although Henderson acknowledged i n  h i s  test imony b e f o r e  t h i s  
Inqui ry  i n  December 1969 t h a t  h e  had ob ta ined  from Khien a copy 
of a l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  V i l l a g e  C h i e f ' s  a l l e q a t i o n s  on 
r e c a l l  i n  February 1970, a f t e r  t h e  Inqui ry  had succeeded - , I  ob-
t a i n i n g  cop ies  of  both t h e  Vi l l age  C h i e f ' s  22 March 1968 l e t t e r  
( e x h i b i t  M-49) and t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 Apr i l  1968 l e t t e r  
( e x h i b i t  M-34), COL Henderson denied t h a t  he  had ever  seen  e i t h e r  
of them. 

COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h i s  Inqui ry  t h a t  i t  was immedi-
a t e l y  a f t e r  h i s  v i s i t  t o  COL Toan and LTC Khien i n  mid-April t h a t  
he fu rn i shed  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion  copies  o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
documents, wi th  Enql ish  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  i n  which t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
were conta ined.  Accordinq t o  Henderson t h i s  " t r i p p e d "  FIG K o s t e r ' s  
memory and l e d  t o  a r e q u e s t ,  d e l i v e r e d  t o  him by BG Younq, t h a t  



Henderson should  reduce h i s  e a r l i e r  o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n s  s o  
t h e r e  would b e  "some back-UD i n  t h e  f i l e s  h e r e  i f  a n y t h i n s  fur -  
t h e r  should develop on t h e  m a t t e r . "  However, accord ing  t o  
Henderson, BG Young made it c l e a r  t h a t  MG Koster  d i d  n o t  want t o  
re-open t h e  m a t t e r  o r  t o  conduct a formal i n v e s t i q a t i o n .  

The tes t imony qiven by rlG Koster  tends  t o  conf i rm COL Hender-
s o n ' s  tes t imony i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e i p t  
i n  mid-April 1968 of  VC p r o ~ a q a n d a ,  "p lus  somethinq from t h e  D i s -
t r i c t  Ch ie f "  reopened t h e  s u b j e c t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  
16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  it d i d  no t  s t i m u l a t e  any f r e s h  i n -  
q u i r y  s i n c e  COL Henderson had a l r eady  completed h i s  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  
and had r e p o r t e d  upon it a t  l e a s t  o r a l l y .  Rather ,  t h e  r e c e i p t  of 
t h e  VC propaganda l e d  MG Koster  t o  d i r e c t  COL Henderson t o  commit 
h i s  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  t o  w r i t i n q .  He s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  rememb-
er t h a t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Henderson were i n  w r i t i n q ,  b u t  i f  
t h e y  were he  would say  t h a t  e i t h e r  BG Younq o r  COL Parson would 
have prepared t h e  l e t t e r .  Nei ther  o f  them r e c a l l s  havinq 
given nor  hav ing  prepared  any such i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  COL Henderson 
nor  having seen  any w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r eqa rd .  
However, SGM Gerberdinq,  from t h e  S2 o f f i c e  of  t h e  11 th  Briqade,  
seemed t o  r e c a l l  a t  one t ime havinq seen  such a d i r e c t i v e  from ptlG 
Koster  i n  t h e  f i l e  a t  Duc Pho. Althouqh it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
such a l e t t e r  was s e n t  bv r4G Koster  t o  COL Henderson, and might 
be  a n t i c i p a t e d  had t h e  m a t t e r  i n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  been handled with  
q r e a t e r  f o r m a l i t y ,  s i n c e  SGlll Gerberdinq i s  t h e  on ly  person who 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had seen  such a document, t h i s  Inqu i ry  cannot 
p l a c e  much credence upon i t s  e x i s t a n c e .  

I n  any e v e n t ,  it was a t  t h i s  t ime i n  t h e  second h a l f  o f  Apri l  
t h a t  COL Henderson prepared  and submi t ted  t o  PIG Koster  h i s  so-
c a l l e d  Report o f  I n v e s t i q a t i o n  da ted  24 Apr i l  1968. COL Henderson 
confirmed t h a t  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  h e  had received 
h e  conducted no a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r r o q a t i o n  and merely ~ u tdown i n  
l e t t e r  form t h e  in format ion  from h i s  notebook which h e  had r e -
corded a t  t h e  t ime of  h i s  e a r l i e r  i n v e s t i q a t i o n .  "And wi th  t h i s  
I prepared what I termed a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i q a t i o n  which I ackno~q-
ledge loud and c l e a r  i s  n o t  a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i q a t i o n . "  
This  s o - c a l l e d  Report o f  I n v e s t i q a t i o n  was w r i t t e n  i n  lonqhand 
by COL Henderson and when typed c o n s i s t e d  of  a two-paqe l e t t e r  
wi th  two i n c l o s u r e s .  - Secause of t h e  importance of  t h i s  
so -ca l l ed  Report of Inves  t i q a t i o n  t o  an e v a l u a t i o n  of what took 
p l a c e ,  t h e  l e t t e r  i s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  f u l l .  The l e t t e r  r ead  as 
fo l lows : 



DEPARTPENT OF THE ARMY 

Headquar ters ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  Americal D iv i s ion  
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X I C O  24 A p r i l  1968 

SUBJECT: Report o f  I n v e s t i q a t i o n  

Commanding General  

Americal Div is ion  

APO SF 96374 


1. ( U )  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been conducted of t h e  

a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  i n  I n c l o s u r e  1. The fo l lowing  a r e  

t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  


2 .  ( C )  On t h e  day i n  q u e s t i o n ,  16 March 1968, Co C 
1st Bn 20th In f  and Co B 4 th  Bn 3d I n f  as  p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker ,  l l t h  In f  Bde, conducted a combat a i r  
a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Ply Lai  Hamlet (Son My V i l l a q e )  
i n  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  This  a r e a  has  long  been 
an enemy s t r o n q  ho ld ,  and Task Force Barker had met heavy 
enemy o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on 12 and 23 February 1968. 
A l l  pe rsons  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a r ea  a r e  cons idered  t o  be  VC 
o r  VC sympathizers  by t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief .  A r t i l l e r y  and 
qunship p repa ra to ry  f i r e s  were p l aced  on t h e  l and ing  
zones used by  t h e  two companies. Upon l and ing  and 
du r ing  t h e i r  advance on t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  a t t ack -  
i n g  f o r c e s  were suppor ted  by qunships from t h e  174th 
Avn Co and Co B ,  23d Avn Bn. By 1500 hours  a l l  enemy 
r e s i s t a n c e  had ceased and t h e  remaininq enemy f o r c e s  
had withdrawn. The r e s u l t s  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  were 
128 VC s o l d i e r s  K I A .  During p repa ra to ry  f i r e s  and t h e  
ground a c t i o n  by t h e  a t t a c k i n g  companies 20 noncom-
b a t a n t s  caught  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  were k i l l e d .  US 
Forces  s u f f e r e d  2 KIA and 10 WIA by booby t r a p s  and 
1 man s l i g h t l y  wounded i n  t h e  f o o t  by smal l  arms f i r e .  -
No US s o l d i e r  was k i l l e d  by s n i p e r  f i r e  as was t h e  
a l l e g e d  reason f o r  k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  I n t e rv i ews  
wi th  LTC Frank A. Barker ,  TF Commander; C'IAJ Char les  
C .  Calhoun, TF S3; CPT Ernes t  L .  Medina, CO Co C ,  1 - 2 0 ;  
and CPT E a r l  Michles ,  CO Co B ,  4-3 revea led  t h a t  a t  
no t i m e  w e r e  any c i v i l i a n s  ga the red  t o g e t h e r  and k i l l e d  
by US s o l d i e r s .  The c i v i l i a n  h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
began withdrawing t o  t h e  southwest  as  soon as  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  began and w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  hour  and a  h a l f  



a l l  v i s i b l e  c i v i l i a n s  had c l ea red  t h e  a rea  of opera-
t i o n s .  * 

3 .  (C) The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief does no t  q ive  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  any importance and he  po in ted  ou t  t h a t  t h e  
two hamlets where t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  a l l eged  t o  have 
happened a r e  i n  an a r ea  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  VC s i n c e  
1964. COL Toan, Cmdr 2d Arvn Div repor ted  t h a t  t h e  
making o f  such a l l e g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  US Forces i s  a 
common technique of t h e  VC propaqanda machine. 
I nc lo su re  2 i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of an a c t u a l  VC propa-
ganda message t a r g e t e d  a t  t h e  AWN s o l d i e r  and urg ing  
him t o  shoot  Americans. This message was given t o  
t h i s  headquar ters  by t h e  CO, 2d ARVN Divis ion o/a 
17 Apr i l  1968 a s  a mat te r  of informat ion.  I t  makes 
t h e  same a l l e g a t i o n s  a s  made by t h e  Son My Vi l l age  
Chief i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o t h e r  claims of a t r o c i t i e s  by 
American s o l d i e r s .  

4 .  (C)  I t  i s  concluded t h a t  2 0  non-combatants were 
i nadve r t en t ly  k i l l e d  when caught i n  t h e  a r ea  of prep-
a r a t o r y  f i r e s  and i n  t h e  c r o s s  f i r e s  of t h e  US and 
VC fo rces  on 16 March 1968. It i s  f u r t h e r  concluded 
t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were gathered t oge the r  and s h o t  by 
US s o l d i e r s .  The a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  US fo rces  s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  450-500 c i v i l i a n s  i s  obviously a Vie t  Cong 
propaganda move t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  
t h e  eyes  of t h e  Vietnamese people  i n  genera l  and t h e  
ARVN s o l d i e r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

5.  (C)  I t  i s  recommended t h a t  a counter-propaganda 
campaign b e  waged a g a i n s t  t h e  VC i n  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t .  

2 I n c l  ORAN K. HENDERSON 
a/s  COL, I n f a n t r y  

Commanding 

Although SGM Gerberding s t a t e d  t h a t  fou r  copies  of t h i s  re-
p o r t  were typed (COL Henderson pu t  t h e  number a t  t h r e e ) ,  t h e  on-
l y  copy of t h i s  r e p o r t  which was found was a carbon copy r e t a ined  
i n  a s e p a r a t e  pe r sona l  f o l d e r  i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  of t h e  11th B r i -
gade by SGM Gerberding who was given it by LTC Blackledge,  t h e  
Brigade S2, i n  Apr i l  1968. SGM Gerberding t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  had 
been i n s t r u c t e d  by LTC Blackledqe " t o  keep it c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  " t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  it rece ived  no p u b l i c i t y  and no t  t oo  many people  
should h e a r  o r  know about it. , Found w i t h  t h e  carbon copy 

* I t  w i l l  b e  noted t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no r e f e r ence  i n  t h i s  para- 
graph t o  any member of t h e  123d Aviat ion Bn o r  t o  W01 Thompson's 
complaint. 



of t h e  l e t t e r  w e r e  carbon cop ies  o f  t h e  two documents which ap-
p a r e n t l y  w e r e  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  The f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  
was a typed  copy o f  t h e  9odr iquez  14 A p r i l  1969 s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  
wi th  t h e  s i q n a t u r e  b lock  e n t i r e l v  omi t t ed .  It r e a d  as fo l lows:  

S ta tement  1 4  A p r i l  1968 

Th i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  l e t t e r  from t h e  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief  t o  t h e  Quanq Nqai P rov ince  Chief  
S u b j e c t :  A l l i e d  Forces  Gathered Peop le  o f  Son My V i l l a s e  
f o r  K i l l i n g ,  d a t e d  11 A p r i l  1968. 

The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  from 
t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief  o f  Son Ely V i l l a g e  c o n t a i n i n q  t h e  com-
p l a i n t  of  t h e  k i l l i n q  o f  450 c i v i l i a n s  i n c l u d i n q  c h i l d -  
r e n  and women b y  American t r o o p s .  The V i l l a g e  Chief  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  an American u n i t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  on 
16 March 1968 g a t h e r e d  and k i l l e d  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  w i t h  
t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  weapons. The i n c i d e n t  took p l a c e  i n  
t h e  hamle t s  o f  Tu-Conq and Co-Luy l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Accordinq t o  t h e  V i l l a g e  
Chief  t h e  American u n i t  q a t h e r e d  40 0  c i v i l i a n s  i n  Tu-Cong 
hamlet  and k i l l e d  them. Then moved t o  Co-Luy hamlet .  
A t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t h e  u n i t  g a t h e r e d  90 more c i v i l i a n s  
and k i l l e d  them. 

The Son-.My V i l l a q e  Chief  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  
was t a k e n  i n  revenge f o r  an American s o l d i e r  k i l l e d  by 
s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The l e t t e r  was n o t  q iven  much impor tance  by t h e  
D i s t r i c t  Chief  b u t  it was s e n t  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Pro-
v ince  Chie f .  L a t e r  t h e  Son Tinh- D i s t r i c t  Chief  was 
c a l l e d  and d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  2d D i v i s i o n  Commander, Col 
Toan, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and p r e p a r e  a re-
p o r t .  The D i s t r i c t  Chief  proceeded t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  
Son-My V i l l a g e  Chief  and go t  t h e  same i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
I have  d i s c u s s e d  above. The D i s t r i c t  Chief  i s  n o t  c e r -
t a i n  of  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  and h e  h a s  t o  depend 
on t h e  word o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief and o t h e r  p e o p l e  
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The two hamle t s  where t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  a l l e g e d  

t o  happen a r e  i n  a VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  s i n c e  1964. 


There was n o t h i n q  on t h i s  document i t s e l f  which d i s c l o s e d  i t s  
a u t h o r s h i p ;  and none o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  
I n q u i r y ,  be.fore a  copy o f  t h e  Rodriguez S ta tement  was o b t a i n e d  
from Vietnamese s o u r c e s ,  d i s c l o s e d  from where it came. Those 
q u e s t i o n e d  i n c l u d e d  Henderson, McKnight , Blackledge,  Guinn, and 
Gavin. Most o f  them d e n i e d  any knowledqe as  t o  t h e  o r i q i n  o f  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t .  A t  one p o i n t  i n  h i s  t e s t imony ,  COL Henderson seems t o  
s u q q e s t  t h a t  h e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  ( o r  



perhaps a copy of  CPT Rodriquez' Statement)  from VAJ Gavin a t  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  I t  a l s o  appears p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he ,  COL 
Henderson, could have obta ined it from LTC Guinn. I r r e s p e c t i v e  
of how COL Henderson may have obta ined t h e  s t a t ement ,  t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  conveyed i n  h i s  so -ca l l ed  Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
t h a t  t h e  s t a t ement  was of Vietnamese o r i q i n  and was a c t u a l l y  a 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of a  s t a t ement  prepared by a  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l .  

A s  p rev ious ly  noted ,  it was only  when t h e  Inqu i ry  obta ined 
from LTC Khien i n  Quanq Nqai a s iqned copy of t h e  Rodriquez 1 4  
Apr i l  s t a t ement  t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o r i q i n  
of t h i s  document which COL Henderson used i n  h i s  s o - c a l l e d  
Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  summarily d i smiss inq  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  of 
11 Apr i l  1968 reqard inq  t h e  qa the r inq  and k i l l i n q  by US f o r c e s  
of  people i n  Son Vy V i l l a g e .  I t  appears t h a t  COL Henderson 
and those  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  wi th  him i n  making t h i s  r e p o r t  of h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t s  t r i e d  t o  make it appear t h a t  t h e  evalua- 
t i o n  of t h e  V i l l a q e  C h i e f ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s  came from Vietnamese 
and n o t  American sources .  Taken wi th  t h e  t o t a l  absence i n  any 
US u n i t ' s  f i l e s  of a copy of  e i t h e r  t h e  Sodriquez s t a t ement  
o r  t h e  11 A p r i l  le t ter ,  it s t r o n q l v  suqqes t s  a conscious e f f o r t  
t o  deceive .  

The second i n c l o s u r e  found w i t h  t h e  copy of COL Henderson's 
24 Apr i l  le t ter  was an Enqlish t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  s c r i p t  f o r  a 
VC propaganda b roadcas t  which COL Henderson i d e n t i f i e d  as  havinq 
been fu rn i shed  t o  him on o r  about 17 Apr i l  1968 by COL Toan. 
This  i s  t h e  same s c r i p t  f o r  a VC broadcas t  which was a t t ached  t o  
t h e  memorandum da ted  1 2  A p r i l  1968 from t h e  G 2  of t h e  2d ARTTN 
Divis ion  t o  COL Toan a s  desc r ibed  above. (See e x h i b i t  14-36. ) 
The f u l l  t e x t  of t h i s  p i e c e  of  VC propaqanda i s  s e t  f o r t h  as 
Inc losure  2  t o  t h i s  chap te r .  

I t  w i l l  be  noted  t h a t  COL Henderson i n  h i s  24 A p r i l  r e p o r t ,  
on t h e  b a s i s  of h i s  e a r l i e r  " i n v e s t i q a t i o n "  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
summarily dismissed a l l  o f  t h e  new a l l e g a t i o n s  as "obviously 
a V i e t  Cong propaganda move t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  
t h e  eyes  of t h e  Vietnamese people i n  genera l  and t h e  ARV'N s o l -
d i e r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r . "  H e ,  accordinqly ,  recommended t h a t  a 
counterpropaganda campaiqn b e  waged a g a i n s t  t h e  VC i n  e a s t e r n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

The evidence e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  some test imony from 
MG Koster  and COL Henderson t o  t h e  con t ra ry ,  t o  which re fe rence  
i s  made i n  t h e  fo l lowing s e c t i o n ,  n e i t h e r  COL Henderson nor  any-
one i n  t h e  11th  Briqade took any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  i n v e s t i q a t i n q  o r  r e p o r t i n q  of t h e  Son Ply o p e r a t i o n  of 16 
March 1968, a f t e r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  Report of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion .  



d .  	 In format ion  Received bv t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  and t h e  
Termination o f  a l l  I n v e s t i q a t i o n  

No q u e s t i o n  was more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h i s  Inqui ry  t o  
answer t han  p r e c i s e l y  when and what in format ion  reached Americal 
Div is ion  headqua r t e r s  from Vietnamese channels  r eqa rd inq  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Son Fly o p e r a t i o n .  The tes t imony 
i s  confus ing  a s  t o  t h e  t ime a t  which p a r t i c u l a r  i n fo rma t ion  
reached va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t h e  e x t e n t  of t h a t  i n fo rma t ion .  
There i s  some ev idence  t h a t  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  
may have been muted by t h e  t ime  they  cane t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  command element.  Never the less ,  t h e  evidence i s  
convincing t h a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs  was p u t  f i rmly  on n o t i c e  
by s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  somethinq most unusual  had taken  
p l a c e  i n  Son My V i l l a q e  on 16 March and t h e r e f o r e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  supp re s s ion  of c r u c i a l  in format ion  r eqa rd inq  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  

Knowledge o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Son My V i l l a q e  Chief a s  
s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  and of t h e  VC 
propaganda r e l a t i n q  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  Son My came t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquar te rs  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ways, a l thouqh t h e r e  remains a 
q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  when it reached ,5 iv i s ion  i n  each way. F i r s t ,  
from LTC Guinn: a s  p r ev ious ly  no ted ,  BG Younq s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
rece ived  a  r e p o r t  r eqa rd inq  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  whirh h e  
passed t o  PIG Kos t e r ;  moreover, MG Koster  h imse l f  m e t  wi th  LTC 
Guinn d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime frame .- Second, from t h e  2d A R W' 

Divis ion  Commander and t h e  Sec to r  Commander: YC, Koster  b r i e f  l v  
d i s cus sed  t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  w i t h  bo th  COL Toan and LTC Khien. [3;1 
F i n a l l y ,  from COL Henderson and t h e  l l t h  Briqade: t h e  24 A p r i l  
Report of I n v e s t i q a t i o n  i s  s p e c i f i c  evidence of what was provided 
from t h i s  sou rce .  F4G Koster  was asked who had provided him t h e  
in format ion  r ega rd inq  t h e  VC propaqanda,  and t h a t .  from t h e  
D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  b e f o r e  h e  ordered  COL Henderson's  24 A p r i l  re-
p o r t .  H e  r e p l i e d :  "I 'm k ind  of  fogqy. I t  could have come d i -  
r e c t l y  from t h e  prov ince ,  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  l l t h  Briqade,  I ' d  
say  t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  most l i k e l y  s o u r c e s . "  I n  h i s  t es t imony 
t o  t h e  ' I G  i n  May 1969 LTC Guinn, o m i t t i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  own 
c o n t a c t s  w i th  MG Kos te r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  COL Toan had 
passed t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t o  MG Koster .  

BG Young r e c a l l e d  hav ing  been t o l d  by Guinn of t h e  v i l l a q e  
c h i e f ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s  d u r i n g  one of Younq's v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Quanq 
Nqai Province  headqua r t e r s .  According t o  BG Younq, Guinn t o l d  
him t h a t  t h e  Province  Chief  had r ece ived  a l e t t e r  from t h e  
V i l l a g e  Chief i n d i c a t i n q  t h a t  a  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  n o r t h  and e a s t  o f  Quanq Nqai C i ty .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
Guinn mentioned t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  al thouqh 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  shown a copy o f  t h e  l e t t e r .  
Guinn a p p a r e n t l y  i n d i c a t e d  t o  Young t h a t  LTC Khien was qolnq t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  ma t t e r .  - Althouqh BG Younq p l aced  LTC 
Guinn's  r e p o r t  i n  l a t e  May i968 ,  from a l l  t h e  sur roundinq  c i r -  
curns t a n c e s  it appears  most u n l i k e l y  t h a t  it was l a t e r  than  



mid-April.  In  view of  BG Younq's f r equen t  v i s i t s  t o  Province 
headqua r t e r s  and con tac t  w i th  t h e  Province Advisory team, it i s  
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Guinn's  r e p o r t  t o  Younq was amonq t h e  bar-  
l i e s t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  t o  d i v i s i o n  on t h e s e  a l l e q a t i o n s .  Guinn ' s  
gene ra l  d e n i a l  o f  d i s cus  s i n q  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  and 
h i s  subsequent  r e f u s a l  t o  t e s t i f y  f u r t h e r  p revented  t h e  Inqui ry  
from de te rmin ing  more p r e c i s e l y  t h e  con ten t  and f i x i n q  t h e  t i m e  
and c i rcumstances  of t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  BG Younq. Desp i te -  t h e  
tandem i n  which t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  and t h e  VC propa-
ganda r epea t ed ly  appear ,  BG Younq i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  
aware o f  t h e  VC propaganda; y e t  va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  some of  t h e  VC propaqanda r e l a t i n g  t o  Son My 
i n  D iv i s ion  headqua r t e r s  . 

With r e s p e c t  t o  i n fo rma t ion  ob t a ined  from LTC Guinn by 
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s ,  it should  a l s o  b e  no ted  t h a t  F4G Koster  i n  
h i s  t es t imony i n  February 1970 r e c a l l e d  d i s c u s s i n q  w i th  Guinn 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s .  To f i x  t h e  t ime ,  h e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  on ly  t ime he  r e c a l l e d  be inq  i n  a conve r sa t i on  
w i t h  Guinn was when Guinn accompanied him on a v i s i t  t o  LTC Khien 
a t  which t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  were d i s cus sed .  He had t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Guinn and Khien had done some checkinq on t h e  
ma t t e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime he  t a l k e d  t o  them.,  Subsequent ly, 
b e f o r e  t h i s  Inqu i ry  when shown t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  from t h e  D i s -
t r i c t  Chief t o  t h e  Province  Ch ie f ,  %G Koster s u i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  and d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember 
any r e f e r e n c e s  t o  it by LTC Guinn, LTC Khien, o r  COL Toan. But 
when p re s sed  on i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  h i s  r ep ly  was equ ivoca l ,  " I  c a n ' t  
say  t h a t  I ' v e  s een  it. I d o n ' t  know." 

Regarding in fo rma t ion  fu rn i shed  t o  14G Koster  by t h e  CO o f  t h e  
2d ARVN Div is ion  and LTC Khien, t h e  ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some 
in fo rma t ion  r ega rd inq  bo th  t h e  VC propaqanda and t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  was given t o  MG Koster  by 
COL Toan. MG Kos te r  acknowledqed t h a t  h e  had a  meeting w i th  COL 
Toan i n  mid-April 1968 a t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  headqua r t e r s  i n  Quanq 
Nqai. COL Toan remembered such a  meet ins  w i t h  a  qene ra l  from 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  sometime i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  A p r i l ,  and 
P4AJ Pho, t h e  ARVN G 2  and t h e  au tho r  of t h e  12 A p r i l  memorandum 
t o  COL Toan, f i x e d  t h e  d a t e  as  s e v e r a l  days fo l lowing  h i s  memo-
randum and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  MG Koster  was accompanied by COL Hu t t e r ,  
t h e  Sen io r  Advisor of t h e  2d ARVCJ Div is ion .  Pho r e c a l l e d  b e i n s  
asked t o  b r i n g  h i s  memorandum w i t h  i t s  at tachments  i n t o  t h e  
meeting and MG Koster  confirmed t h a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  s u b j e c t  of 
d i s c u s s i o n  r e l a t e d ,  a l thouqh h e  could n o t  be  s p e c i f i c ,  t o  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  and t h e  VC propaganda. MG Koster  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  COL Toan e i t h e r  had i n v e s t i q a t e d  o r  was i n v e s t i -
g a t i n q  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and Koster  asked him t o  l e t  them know i f  
any th ing  t h e r e a f t e r  t u r n e d  up. 



MG Koster  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he t o l d  COL Toan t h a t  h e  had 
made a check of t h e  Son My opera t ion  due t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  and had n o t  been able  t o  determine t h a t  t h e r e  
was any such t h i n q  t a k i n q  p lace  as  had been a l l e q e d .  Toan 
r e c a l l e d  speakinq about t h e  "rumor" w i t h  Koster s o  h e  could 
check ou t  i f  anythinq had happened, b u t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  
not  g ive  Koqter a copy of  e i t h e r  t h e  VC propaqanda o r  t h e  D i s -
t r i c t  Chief ' s l e t t e r .  This accorded wi th  K o s t e r ' s  recol -
l e c t i o n  t h a t  3 e  l ea rned  of  t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  e i t h e r  from "see ing 
t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t  o r  poss ib ly  t h e  l e t t e r "  b e f o r e  he v i s i t e d  
Toan. i MG Koster  was unable t o  s t a t e  who had e a r l i e r  shown 
him t h i s  m a t e r i a l .  A t  another  p o i n t  i n  h i s  test imony,  he  s a i d  
t h a t  he met w i t h  Toan immediately fo l lowinq h i s  v i s i t  wi th  Guinn 
t o  Khien. But he  seemed t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  h i s  v i s i t s  t o  both  Khien 
and Toan were s t i m u l a t e d  by what he  a l ready had heard and 
seen. [ 

While a t  t imes  suqqes t ing  t h a t  h i s  meetings wi th  Toan and 
with Khien were i n  May r a t h e r  than i n  A p r i l ,  a t  o t h e r  t imes  MG 
Koster i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  could have preceded COL Henderson's 
24  Apr i l  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  This i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  h i s  
s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  e a r l y  i n  December 1969: " I  had been i n -  
formed of t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  made bv v i l l a q e r s .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  a l -
though t h e s e ' a p p e a r e d  t o  be VC propaqanda, they  prompted my 
d i r e c t i o n  f o r  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t . "  L a t e r ,  t o  t h i s  Inqui ry ,  
he s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i r e c t e d  COL Henderson t o  p u t  h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  
i n  w r i t i n g  t o  r e b u t  VC a l l e g a t i o n s  of  an a t r o c i t y .  [ 

Fur the r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  some of t h e s e  documents reached 
Division headquar ters  i s  found i n  COL Pa rson ' s  test imony.  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  fo l lowinq t h e  Thompson r e p o r t :  " I  r e c a l l  I dropped 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  my mind because I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hea r inq  any more 
about i t .  Sometime l a t e r  t h e r e  was a document which I b e l i e v e  
was on t h e  same s u b j e c t  w r i t t e n  by e i t h e r  t h e  Province Chief 
or  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  Commander. I r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  had t o  
do wi th  t h e  k i l l i n q  o r  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n q  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
poss ib ly  [by] a r t i l l e r y .  . . . " COL Parson s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
be l i eved  he  saw t h e  document i n  MG K o s t e r ' s  o f f i c e .  . - Also 
i n  h i s  s t a tment  t o  t h e  C I D  on 1 4  January 1970 COL Parson s t a t e d  
"I saw a l e t t e r  t h a t  had been w r i t t e n  by a  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  
+out  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Here again ,  I am n o t  s u r e  what it s a i d ,  
and I am s u r e  t h a t  I gave it  t o  t h e  Divis ion  Commanding General.  " 

When r e c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y ,  COL Parson was shown t h e  D i s t r i c t  
C h i e f ' s  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  and asked i f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  document he  
had seen.  Having b e f o r e  him both t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  le t ter  of  
28 March and of 11 A p r i l ,  he  s t a t e d ,  "I 'm unable t o  say which 
of t h e s e  two--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  two, I r e c a l l  one."  From a l l  t h e  
circumstances,  it seems c l e a r  t h a t  i f  COL Parson saw e i t h e r  one 
of t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  Province Chief it 



n e c e s s a r i l y  would have been t h e  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  of  which both 
LTC Guinn and ElAJ Gavin were i n d i c a t e d  as r e c e i v i n q  cop ies ;  
whereas, t h e  28 Varch l e t t e r  d i d  no t  i n d i c a t e  any US r e c i -  
p i e n t s .  

SGM Gerberdinq l e n t  some suppor t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  copy 
of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 Apr i l  l e t t e r  reached Divis ion  
headquar ters  and MG Koster .  A s  p rev ious ly  noted, he r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  he  had seen a pe r sona l  l e t t e r  from EG Koster  t o  COL 
Henderson s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief of Son Tinh had made 
a complaint t o  t h e  Province Chief i n  Quanq Ngai t h a t  dur inq  
t h e  opera t ion  i n  March by TF Barker  some 450 c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  by TF Barker.  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l e t t e r  i n  Vietnamese was 
a t t a c h e d ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  an Engl ish  t r a n s l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  
as Gerberding r e c a l l e d  i t ,  FIG Koster  asked COL Henderson. t o  
answer t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  made by t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief .  A s  
p rev ious ly  s t a t e d ,  t h e  Inqui ry  was unable e i t h e r  t o  accept  o r  
t o  r e j e c t  SGM Gerberdinq ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  on t h i s  p o i n t .  He was 
t h e  cus todian  o f  t h e  f i l e  copy o f  Henderson's 24 Apr i l  Report 
o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and undoubtedly was i n  a unique p o s i t i o n  t o  
s e e  what papers  were a t  t h e  b r iqade  headquar ters  a t  t h a t  t ime.  
However, no o t h e r  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l s  any w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  wi th  
respec t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  and no copy o f  any such cornmuni- 
c a t i o n  has been found. 

A s  a l r eady  noted ,  t h e  t h i r d  channel throuqh which t h e  i n -  
formation from t h e  Vietnamese sources  reached America1 Div i s ion  
headquar ters  was by way o f  COL Henderson and t h e  11 th  Briqade.  
COL Henderson c l e a r l y  furnished some informat ion ,  b o t h  as t o  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  11 Apr i l  r e p o r t  and t h e  VC propaganda, wi th  
h i s  24 Apr i l  so -ca l l ed  Report of  I n v e s t i q a t i o n ;  b u t  t h e  evidence 
a l ready o u t l i n e d ,  inc lud inq  t h e  wordinq of  t h e  24 Apr i l  l e t t e r  
i t s e l f ,  s t r o n g l y  sugges t s  t h a t  MG Koster was aware of t h e s e  mat- 
t e r s  and, i n  f a c t ,  had reques ted  t h a t  Henderson reduce t o  w r i t i n g  
h i s  e a r l i e r  o r a l  r e p o r t  because o f  t h e  informat ion  t h a t  a l ready 
had been rece ived a t  d i v i s i o n .  However, by t h e  24 A p r i l  l e t t e r  
it i s  conc lus ive ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  command element a t  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  no l a t e r  than  t h e  t ime of reading t h a t  
r e p o r t ,  wi th  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s ,  was express ly  informed of t h e  i n -  
formation cominq from Vietnamese channels and on n o t i c e  of what 
was be ing s a i d :  namely, t h a t  i n  each of t h e  two hamlets  where 
C/1-20 and B/4-3 opera ted  on 16 March l a r s e  numbers of c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d .  

SGM Gerberdinq who prepared  t h e  l e t t e r  from COL Henderson's 
handwrit ten d r a f t  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  24 Apr i l  Report of I n v e s t i -
ga t ion  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  by t h e  d a i l y  c o u r i e r  i n  a 
double s e a l e d  envelope marked "Eyes of t h e  CG only .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, COL Henderson t e s t i f i e d  a t  one time t h a t  he  per-  
s o n a l l y  c a r r i e d  t h e  " r e p o r t "  t o  Chu Lai and handed it t o  COL 
Parson, which Parson s a i d  was a  p o s s i b i l i t y  ; b u t  Henderson 
l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  he  gave one r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l i a i s o n  

I 



o f f i c e r  f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  d i v i s i o n .  MG Koster r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
he d id  n o t  s e e  t h e  r e p o r t  u n t i l  he re tu rned  from R & R on about 
8 May. Althouqh BG Younq was t h e  a c t i n q  Divis ion  Comman- 
der  dur ing  MG K o s t e r ' s  absence and t h e  one t o  whom mat te r s  would 
normally be r e f e r r e d  i n  t h e  C G ' s  absence, he  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  
did no t  see t h e  2 4  Apr i l  r e p o r t  u n t i l  he was shown a copy by 
t h i s  Inqui ry  on 1 3  December 1969. However, he  d i d  say  
t h a t  he was c e r t a i n  t h a t  Henderson had submit ted  a  w r i t t e n  r e -
p o r t  (bu t  n o t  as  l a t e  a s  2 4  A p r i l )  and t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Henderson submit ted two w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s .  

LTC Holladay t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was u n o f f i c i a l l y  shown t h e  
24 Apr i l  Report by  COL Parson and upon readinq t h e  paper made 
c l e a r  i n  an e p i t h e t  h i s  pe r sona l  view t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
cover-up. COL Parson s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  added "I 'm s u r e  i t  happened, i f  h e  s a i d  s o .  " 
A s  t o  t h e  24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  i t s e l f ,  he  s a i d  t h a t  he could no t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  having seen  it b u t  t h a t  he "might very w e l l  
have seen it. " L a t e r ,  however, i n  response t o  a  q u e s t i o n  
he express ly  based h i s  answer upon t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  
he r e c a l l e d  " p r i n c i p a l l y  t h i s  paper  [ t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t ]  h e r e  
as r e f u t i n g  t h i s  a s  a  war crime. " 

The view was u n i v e r s a l l y  expressed by t h e  wi tnesses  t h a t  t h e  
24 Apr i l  l e t t e r  was a t o t a l l y  inadequate  r e p o r t  f o r  any i n v e s t i -  
qa t ion . I t  was e n t i r e l y  unresponsive t o  t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  of 
VO1 Thompson (which F4G Koster s t a t e d  he had in tended it  t o  
c o v e r ) .  The omission o f  any re fe rence  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Thompson 
Seport  o r  any personnel  of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  i n d i c a t e s  a des iqn  
t o  d e l e t e  from t h e  record  any re fe rence  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  such 
a  complaint had been made. 

MG Koster  and COL Henderson were s o  c l e a r  as t o  t h i s  i n -  
adequacy of t h e  2 4  Apr i l  r e p o r t  when thev  reviewed it i n  1969 
t h a t  i n  conversa t ions  b e f o r e  they  qave testimony they  apparent ly 
concluded t h a t  t h e r e  must have been a f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  and 
l a t e r  r e p o r t .  MG Koster  s t a t e d  t h a t  because t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t  
was u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  he  d i r e c t e d  BG Younq o r  COL Parson,  o r  
poss ib ly  both ,  t o  have a formal i n v e s t i q a t i o n  conducted as  BG 
Young had recommended. BG Young, however, denied t h i s .  He 
s t a t e d :  " ... . I  cannot r e c a l l  him d i r e c t i n g  me t o  pass  t h e s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  COL Henderson... I ' m  no t  w a r e  t h a t  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted. I cannot r e c a l l  a formal i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  being conducted. " COL Parson a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e v e r  be inq  informed t h a t  PIG Koster  d e s i r e d  
t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e  conducted. 

According t o  COL Henderson, BG Young t o l d  him i n  e a r l y  May 
t h a t  MG Koster  had d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be  con-
ducted. Henderson went on t o  say t h a t  he  a l s o  d iscussed ' 



I 

w i t h  BG Young t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  in tended  t o  appo in t  LTC Barker  

as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n q  o f f i c e r  and t h a t  BG Younq concurred.  

rieqardinq h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  LTC Barker ,  Henderson s t a t e d :  

"The requi rement  was t h a t  h e  conduct a formal i n v e s t i s a t i o n  

of  t h e  16 Varch i n c i d e n t .  I b e l i e v e  I a l s o  t o l d  him t h a t  as 

f a r  as  I knew n o t h i n q  new had developed. This  was t o  have 

f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  and e i t h e r  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  a few days l a t e r  I 

t o l d  him it was t o  b e  completed b e f o r e  he  went on R & R on 

t h e  20th of  May.. ."  


Both Kos te r  and Henderson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i n  May 1968 a  f o r -
mal r e p o r t  was p repared  and submit ted .  Both contended t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  was approximately t h r e e  paqes i n  l e n q t h  and had a t t a c h e d  
t o . i t  t h e  s i g n e d  s t a t e m e n t s  of  15 t o  20  w i t n e s s e s .  The I n q u i r y  
e x p r e s s l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  each i n d i v i d u a l  who miqht have qiven such 

-	 a s iqned  s t a t e m e n t  and n o t  one could  r e c a l l  e v e r  hav inq  made 
such a s t a t e m e n t .  No t r a c e  o f  such a document has been found, 
and n o t  only BG Younq and COL Parson,  b u t  a l s o  o t h e r  pe r sonne l  
of  t h e  America1 headquar te r s  a l l  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e y  had never  
seen  o r  hea rd  o f  such a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i q a t i o n .  - The 
i n e s c a p a b l e  conc lus ion  i s  t h a t  no such formal  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i -
g a t  ion  e v e r  e x i  s t e d .  

From what w e  were a b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  PlG Koster  apparen t ly  
accepted  t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t  w i t h o u t  any c r i t i c a l  review of i t s  
con ten t .  The document had been reques ted  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a 
r ecord  of COL Henderson's i n v e s t i q a t i v e  e f f o r t s  i n  March--in 
MG K o s t e r ' s  words "To show what we had done i n  t h i s  casew--and 
it was assumed t h a t -  t h i s  had been done. The r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
i n c l o s e d  1 4  A p r i l  s t a t e r r e n t  t o  an 11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief  brouqht  f o r t h  no r e q u e s t  t o  p rov ide  a copv 
of t h a t  l e t t e r ,  n o r  d i d  t h e  absence o f  any i n d i c a t i o n  on t h a t  
s t a t ement  a s  t o  i t s  o r i q i n s  evoke any q u e s t i o n s .  A s  PIG Koster  
s t a t e d  i n  h i s  tes t imonv b e f o r e  t h e  Inqu i ry  i n  February 1970 when 
shown t h e  o r i q i n a l  Rodriquez s t a t ement :  " I  wondered whose s t a t e -  
ment t h a t  was. I have never  r e a l l y  known." 

I t  a l s o  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  when VG Koster  r e t u r n e d  

from ri & R i n  e a r l v  Flay 1968 and t h e  24  A p r i l  r e p o r t  probably 

came t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  h e  was almost  immedi- 

a t e l y  involved i n  a major o p e r a t i o n a l  problem r e l a t i n q  t o  t h e  

r e l i e f  and evacua t ion  of  Kham Duc which conceivably pushed .to 

one s i d e  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e q u i r i n q  t h e  C G ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  


I n  a l l  e v e n t s ,  cond i t ioned  bv what Henderson had r e p o r t e d  t o  
t h e  command e lement  r e q a r d i n q  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  h i s  immediate i n v e s -  
t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t s  i n  March and t h e i r  acceptance  of h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  
when t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  of  t h e  Son Ply v i l l a q e r s  and t h e  VC propaqan-
da reached d i v i s i o n  headquar te r s  t h o s e  who l e a r n e d  of them were 



quick t o  d i smiss  them as boqus propaqanda. I n  h i s  test;mn-y 
before  t h i s  Inqu i ry  MG Koster descr ibed h i s  own r e a c t i o n :  " I  
j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h i s  was a p t  t o  have 
happened. " Thus MG Koster assured  both  COL Toan and LTC 
Khien t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  had a l ready been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and found 
t o  be wi thout  subs tance .  COL Henderson d e l i v e r e d  a s i m i l a r  
message t o  .the GVN o f f i c i a l s .  

Against  t h i s  backqround, MG Koster f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  
test imony t h a t  he had n o t  be l i eved  t h a t  a  war crime had been 
a l l eged  because t h e  informat ion  came from a VC a r e a ;  i t  d i d  
not  c o r r e l a t e  wi th  t h e  informat ion  from Henderson ' s i n v e s t i q a -
t i o n ;  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  concerned many more c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
than t h e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  repor ted  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  a rea ;  and 
" the  document I read"  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief d i d  n o t  
give i ~ - i p s r t a n c e  t o  t h e  mat te r .  

The combination of  a n a t u r a l  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  d i scoun t  a l l  
charges from VC-controlled a reas  as b a s e l e s s  propaqanda, a  natu- 
r a l  r e t i c e n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of GT7N and ARTm o f f i c i a l s  t o  express  
f o r t h r i g h t l y  any c r i t i c i s m  of  US f o r c e s ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  of U S  per -
sonnel  t o  recognize  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s  as  sub-
t l y  passed t o  them, and an apparent  decept ion  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
Brigade Commander a l l  con t r ibu ted  t o  a completely neqa t ive  
command response t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  a l l e q a t i o n s  t h a t  came t o  
d i v i s i o n  from t h e  Vietnamese sources .  

C . GVN/ARVN INVESTIGATIONS 

Information regard ing  Ouang. Nqai S e c t o r ' s - e f f o r t s  t o  inves-
t i g a t e  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  i n c i d e n t ,  as  d i r e c t e d  by COL Toan, i s  
confusing. The Province c h i e f  d i d  i n i t i a t e  an o p e r a t i o n  on 11 
June 1968, which continued u n t i l  1 3  June, which h e  s t a t e d  had 
t h e  purpose of qoing t o  Thuan Yen subhamlet f o r  an o n - s i t e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  However, Thuan Yen was never 
reached supposedly because of  t h e  VC s t r e n g t h  and f i r e  from 
t h e  subhamlet and because t h e  opera t ion  was d i v e r t e d  t o  s e c u r e  
a  h e l i c o p t e r  ( i n  which LTC Barker and CPT f l ichles  were passen-
g e r s )  and an 0-2  a i r c r a f t  which had c o l l i d e d  and crashed i n  t h e  
immediate v i c i n i t y .  

Any sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was f o r  t h e  purpose of 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  neqated almost t o t a l l y  by t h e  
test imony of MAJ W i l l i a ~ n  Ford who accompanied t h e  opera t ion .  
_WFord s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  R F  Group, which he  served as a  Mobile 
Advisory Team (MAT) adv i so r ,  secured  t h e  r i s h t  f l a n k  of t h e  
a i r c r a f t  c r a s h  s i t e  and i n  doing s o  passed throuqh,  s topped i n ,  
and re tu rned  throuqh Thuan Yen subhamlet.  MAJ Ford t a l k e d  wi th  
some of t h e  remaininq i n h a b i t a n t s ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never  
received a r eques t  t o  check t h e  e a r l i e r  i n c i d e n t ,  nor  d id  he be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  R F  coun te rpa r t  had been s o  d i r e c t e d .  That 



t h e  purpose of  t h e  opera t ion  was n o t  t o  i n v e s t i s a t e  t h e  Son My 
i n c i d e n t  i s  f u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  bv t h e  i n t e r r o s a t i o n  r e p o r t s  OF 
t h e  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  captures dur inq  t h e  opera t ion .  A l l  q u e s t i o n s  
posed t o  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  were b ioqraphic  i n  na tu re ;  no ques t ions  
were asked concerninq t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

In  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  reach Thuan 'Yen, e i t h e r  i n  June o r  dur ing  
a l a t e r  opera t ion  i n  Auuust o r  September, t h e  Province Chief 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  meet and i n t e r r o q a t e  approximately 2 0  r e s i -
den t s  of Thuan Yen about  2 k i lomete r s  west of t h e  subhamlet.  
M r .  Burke, t h e  then  Province Sen io r  Advisor,  and LTC Green of 
t h e  advisory team b o t h  confirm s e e i n q  t h e  Province Chief t a l k i n q  
t o  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  an opera t ion  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer 
o r  f a l l  of 1968. These people had no s p e c i f i c  informat ion  
regardinq t h e  even t s  o f  16 Varch b u t  apparent ly  r epor ted  t h a t  
some r e s i d e n t s  had been k i l l e d .  They i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when t h e  
Americans and t h e  VC began t o  s h o o t ,  t h e  people moved t o  t h e i r  
s h e l t e r s  o r  ran t o  o t h e r  hamlets and thus  they were unable t o  
see how many people were k i l l e d .  The fo l lowinq day they  went t o  
t h e  hamlet and bur ied  an unknown number of  bodies ,  which they 
es t ima ted  t o  b e  about 1 0 0 .  

The Province Chief s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  no t  submit a formal 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  cover inq  t h i s  opera t ion  o r  a r e p o r t  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s i n c e  h e  had been unable t o  reach Thuan Yen. 

Apparently t h e r e  were no f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  by t h e  GVN t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  even t s  of  16 March 1968 u n t i l  1969 when t h e  i n -  
c i d e n t  was brouqht  t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n .  
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Broadcast American E v i l  Appears 
(Coordinate t h i s  broadcast  wi th  1ea f le t s : "Le t  American 
Enemy Pay This Bloody Debt .) 

American i m p e r i a l i s t s  make Vietnam aggress ive  war, bu t  he s a i d  t h a t  he 
came h e r e  t o  "help" our people and he c a l l s  himself  a s  our f r i e n d s .  

When he a r r i v e s  i n  South Vietnam he t r i e s  t o  h ide  h i s  bad aggress ive  ambition.  
He t o l d  h i s  t roopers  t o  r espec t  Vietnamese people and make good r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi th  them. H i s  psyops a l s o  give  t roops  "commandments" whose con ten t s  a r e  
"Have t o  respec t  women and Vietnamese t r a d i t i o n s  and customs." 

When American t roops  had j u s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, they t r i e d  t o  show them- 
s e l v e s  a s  "Honorable gentlementt s e l l i n g  o r  buying f a i r  and square ,  even, pay-
i n g  h igher  than market p r i c e s .  When they des t royed something, they paid  f o r  
i t  wi th  money. Then some p o s t s  allowed people t o  come, and doc to r s  were 
s e n t  t o  some where t o  g ive  people medical  a i d .  American p r e s s  shows some pic-  
t u r e s  of Americans and Vietnamese shaking hands - Americans k i s s  Vietnamese 
people and g ive  them candies  - o r  Americans wi th  Red Cross s i g n s  a t  t h e i r  
arms give  medical a i d  t o  Vietnamese people . . . and they boas t  t h a t  t h i s  is 
one of f a m i l i a r  p i c t u r e s  around American t roops  l o c a t i o n s .  

This demagogy makes some ARVN t roops  b e l i e v e  Americans a r e  good f r i e n d s .  How 
happy i t  is i f  we have such good and r i c h  f r i ends !  

But any play has  t o  end, al though t h e  a c t o r s  a r e  s k i l l f u l ,  but  they play only 
one a c t ,  they w i l l  become soon u n s k i l l f u l  - and t h e  play w i l l  become a bad 
one. So the  damagogy w i l l  become " t rue" ,  "unmask", e a s i e r  than  any plays .  

The r o l e  can be played more b e a u t i f u l l y  i f  U.S. t roops  c o l l e c t  more v i c t o r i e s  
every y e a r ,  but  they a r e  beaten more heav i ly  by our people year  by year .  So 
t h e  demagogy is  unmasked more easy.  Now, U.S. t roops  can no t  h i d e  anything,  
they have shown a l l  bad ambition which belongs t o  any aggress ive  t roops .  I n  
sweep opera t ions ,  they l o o t  people ' s  p r o p e r t i e s ,  des t roy every th ing ,  rape 
women, they have shown t h e i r  animal ambition,  t h e i r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I n  Saigon 
one American had pu t  h i s  penis  o u t s i d e  h i s  p a n t s ,  and one d o l l a r  was put  on 
i t ,  which he paid  t o  a g i r l .  U.S. t roops  play g i r l s  every p u b l i c  a reas  : 
beach, roadside  ... they do not  ca re  about people pass ing by. I n  U.S. troop 
l o c a t i o n s ,  they sea rch  people t o  g e t  p i a s t e r ,  gold r i n g s ,  watches,  e a r  r i n g s ,  
they a r e  so  cunning t h a t  they do not p ick  up f a l s e  gold. 

Due t o  t h e i r  g r e a t  d e f e a t s  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  Spr ing,  they a r e  l i k e  wi ld  wounded 
animal,  the  more they wr igg le ,  the  more bad a c t i o n s  a r e  done - d e f i n i t e l y  
inhuman doings.  They had dropped bombs a t  random onto  populous a reas  and 
c i t i e s  such HUE, SAIGON, BEN TRE. They confirmed t h a t  90% of houses were 
des t royed i n  HUE Ci ty .  Thousands of our people were k i l l e d  or  homeless. 
Western newspapers and r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  a l s o  confirmed t h a t  a l l  the  damages of 
houses i n  South Vietnam c i t i e s  came from American bombs and ammo because 
U.S. has  more f i r e  power than NLF t roops .  B r i t i s h  newspapers s a i d  Americans 
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bombed c i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Saigon C i t y ,  i t  would be condemned by op in ion  
it was too  much when Americans d i d  t h a t .  Japanese  p u b l i c  op in ion  s a i d :  
America would be i s o l a t e d  and l o s e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  when they  bomb South Viet-  
namese c i t i e s .  It would make an  anti-American wave i n  t h e  South Vietnam, 
u n l e s s  t h e  world p u b l i c  op in ion  p r o t e s t e d ,  and a l s o  t h e r e  was n o t  a unani-
mity of  A l l i e s .  Americans s t i l l  c l o s e  t h e i r  eyes ,  s h u t  t h e i r  e a r s  t o  per-  
form t h e i r  c r u e l  a c t s .  

A sweep o p e r a t i o n  was conducted on 1 5  Mar 68 r e c e n t l y  i n  SON TINH. Crazy 
American enemy used l i g h t  machineguns and a l l  k i n d s  of  weapons t o  k i l l  
ou r  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n  people  i n  TINH KHE V i l l a g e  (SON MY ( V ) )  . Most of 
them were women, k i d s ,  t h e r e  were some j u s t  born  b a b i e s  and pregnant  women. 
They s h o t  e v e r y t h i n g  they  s a w ,  t hey  k i l l e d  a l l  domest ic  an ima l s ,  t hey  burned 
a l l  p e o p l e ' s  houses.  There were 26 f a m i l i e s  k i l l e d  comple te ly  - no s u r v i v o r s .  

The f i e r c e  d e v i l  Americans dropped down t h e i r  p r i e s t  cove r s  t o  become ba rba rous ,  
and c r u e l .  

American wolf f o r g o t  t h e i r  good sheeps '  appearance.  They opened mouth t o  eat, 
d r i n k  ou r  people  b lood wi th  a l l  t h e i r  an imal  b a r b a r i t y .  

Our people  have only  one way, i t  is t o  k i l l  them s o  they  can n o t  b i t e  around 
anymore . 
Vietnam o f f i c e r s ,  s o l d i e r  b r o t h e r s ,  i t  is about  t i m e  t o  know t h e  t r u e  f a c e  of  
Americans. There were s o  many t imes  they  f o r g o t  you when you were b i t t e n  by 
NLF's t r o o p s  b u t  t hey  have neve r  f i r e d  any mor t a r  round t o  suppor t  you. 
Even they  a r e  r i g h t  b e s i d e  you and they  a l s o  dropped bombs on puppet  dead bod ie s  
t o  suppres s  and sometimes they  mor tared  r i g h t  on your  fo rma t ion .  

The p o s i t i o n  of puppet  t r o o p s  as t h e i r  t a r g e t s  are so  c l e a r .  Any one s t i l l  
doubt ,  j u s t  l ook  at: t h e  39th Ranger B a t t a l i o n  s t a t i o n e d  i n  IZl@ SANH a r e a .  They 
used t h e  u n i t  as an  o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  f o r  American Marines,  you a l r e a d y  
know they  o f f e r e d  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  a s  "ready t o  d i e "  bu t  i t  d o e s n ' t  mean t h e  
same as t h e  meaning of "d ie  f o r  f a t h e r l a n d s "  as NLF s o l d i e r s ,  t hey  s a i d  
t h a t  because  they  wanted t o  p r o t e c t  6000 American t r o o p s  t h e r e .  

So it  is t h e  American c i v l l i z a t i o n  i t  is  t h e  good o f  f r i e n d  a s  you s e e  them -
a murderer ,  k i l l e d  your b lood people  - made a v ie tnamese  blood stream running  
a s  blood i n  o u r  own bod ie s  - a s  an  a l l i e d  o r  n o t ?  

What are you w a i t i n g  f o r !  Use r i g h t  American guns t o  shoo t  r i g h t  t h e i r  heads 
i n  o r d e r  t o  avenge ou r  peop le ,  t o  wash o u t  i n s u l t  t o  ou r  n a t i o n  and save  your 
proud and your own l i f e .  

This  t ime:  more than  e v e r  b e f o r e  
American guns a r e  i n  your hands 
P o i n t  t o  American heads  and shoot !  

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, CHU L A I ,  REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
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Chapter II 

SUPPRESSION AND WITHHOLDING OF INFORMATION 

A. INTRODUCTION 

One a s p e c t  of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  most d i f f i c u l t  t o  compre-
hend i s  t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  remained hidden f o r  s o  long. Within t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  a t  every command l e v e l  from company t o  d i v i -  
s i o n ,  a c t i o n s  were t aken  o r  omit ted  which t o g e t h e r  e f f e c t i v e l y  
concealed from h i g h e r  headquar te r s  t h e  even t s  which t r a n s p i r e d  
i n  TF B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n  of 16-19 March 1968. Some of t h e s e  a c t s  
and omissions were by des ign ,  o t h e r s  perhaps by neg l igence ,  and 
s t i l l  o t h e r s  were t h e  r e s u l t  of p o l i c i e s  and procedures .  Outside 
t h e  Div i s ion ,  personnel  i n  t h e  Province and D i s t r i c t  and p o s s i b l y  
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  Advisory Teams a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  end 
r e s u l t ,  

The purpose of t h i s  c h a p t e r  of t h e  r e p o r t  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  in-
s o f a r  a s  it i s  p o s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  t ime,  those  a c t s  and omissions 
which aided i n  t h e  concealment from a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  of 
t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  of t h e  Son My opera t ion .  I n  t h i s  connect ion ,  it 
should be noted  t h a t  e f f o r t s  t o  withhold informat ion  con t inue  t o  
t h i s  d a t e .  S i x  o f f i c e r s  who occupied key p o s i t i o n s  dur ing  t h e  
Son My o p e r a t j o n  e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  b e f o r e  
t h i s  Inqu i ry .  There i s  evidence t h a t  an even l a r g e r  number of 
wi tnesses  e i t h e r  wi thheld  informat ion  o r  gave f a l s e  tes t imony,  
and no t r a c e  has  been found i n  U S  f i l e s  of s e v e r a l  contemporane- 
ous documents b e a r i n g  upon t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Despi te  such o b s t a c l e s  
t o . t h e  complete development of t h e  f a c t s ,  it seems c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
fo l lowing a c t s  and omissions c o n s t i t u t e d  o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
suppress ion  o r  wi thholding of informat ion  concerning t h e  even t s  
which took p lace  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968. 

B. C COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 20TH INFANTRY 

1. F a i l u r e  t o  Report Acts of Murder and Other  War Crimes 

I t  has been e s t a b l i s h e d  elsewhere i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  
members of C/1-20 In f  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e  cr imes perpe'rated by 



t h a t  u n i t  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968. While no explana-
t i o n  .is needed i n  t h e  case '  of t h o s e  members who a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c -  
i p a t e d  i n  c r i m i n a l  a c t s ,  C Company's c o l l e c t i v e  f a i l u r e  t o  make 
any r e p o r t s  of crimes committed on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  probably r e -
s u l t e d  from t h e  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of i t s  members impl ica ted  i n  
such a c t s  and from t h e  apparent  s a n c t i o n  g iven t o  t h e  e n t i r e  op- 
e r a t i o n  by company o f f i c e r s .  The s h e e r  enormity of t h e  a c t s  
committed by some and observed by a l l  on 16 March caused many of 
t h e  	men t o  p u t  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  o u t  of t h e i r  minds and t o  
avoid t a l k i n g  about  i t  even among themselves.  This  c o l l e c t i v e  
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  expose what had occurred  was f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  which i s o l a t e d  C/1-20  I n f  from o t h e r  
elements  of TF Barker ,  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  company was detached 
from i t s  p a r e n t  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h e  time of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and re-
mained s o  f o r  some weeks t h e r e a f t e r ,  and by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Son My 
V i l l a g e  was l o c a t e d  i n  a  VC-controlled a r e a .  

2. 	 Fa l se  Report of 20-28 Noncombatant C a s u a l t i e s  

I t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  test imony of persons  wha were w i t h  
t h e  C/1-20 Inf  command group on 16 March t h a t  a f a r  g r e a t e r  num- 
b e r  of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  was observed by CPT Medina than  
t h e  20-28 he r e p o r t e d .  That  CPT Medina r e p o r t e d  any noncom-
b a t a n t  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  a l l  i s  probably due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  COL' 
Henderson had-observed some bodies  of women and c h i l d r e n  on t h e  . 

ground and ques t ioned  LTC Barker about them, o r  t o  t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e  t h a t  a l a r g e  group of bodies ( l a r g e l y  women and c h i l d r e n )  
were l y i n g  i n  t h e  open on t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  sou th  from My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
i n  p l a i n  view of anyone f l y i n g  overhead. I n  any e v e n t ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
of CPT Medina's admission t h a t  some noncombatants had been k i l l e d ,  
coupled wi th  t h e  f a l s e  a t t r i b u t i o n  of such c a s u a l t i e s  t o  a r t i l l e r y  
and gunships,  provided t h e  b a s i s  subsequent ly  used by COL Henderson 
t o  e x p l a i n  and d i smiss  t h e  Thompson Report .  

3 .  	 I n s t r u c t i o n s  Not t o  Discuss o r  Report t h e  Operat ion of 
16 March 

Upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 18 March, t h e  members 
of C/1-20 I n f  w e r e  advised  by CPT Medina t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  of 16 
March w e r e  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h a t  they  w e r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
them except  i n  t h e  course  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This  a c t i o n ,  
combined wi th  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e l u c t a n c e  of many of t h e  men t o  d i s -  
cuss t h e  a c t s  they  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  proved an e f f e c t i v e  means 
of c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s t o r y  o f  Son My w i t h i n  C Company. I n  t h e  same 
sense ,  CPT Medina advised  a member of  C/1-20 I n f ,  wkio had i n d i -  
c a t e d  an i n t e n t i o n  t o  w r i t e  h i s  Congressman concerning t h e  opera-  
t i o n ,  n o t  t o  do s o  " u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was complete." 



C. B COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION, 3D INFANTRY 

1. Reports of VC K i l l e d  

On 16 March, B/4-3 In f  r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  of 38 VC k i l l e d  i n  
a c t i o n  ( K I A )  a t  My Khe - Testimony r e v e a l s  t h a t ,  a t  a mini-
mum, such r e p o r t s  inc luded  women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  by B Com-
p a n y ' s  1st Pla toon.  While t h e r e  i s  no test imony t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  CPT ~ i c h l e s  had knowledge of  t h i s ,  t h e r e  i s  evidence  t h a t  
1LT (now CPT) Willingham was aware t h a t  t h e  major i ty  ( i f  n o t  a l l )  
t h e  persons  r e p o r t e d  a s  VC K I A  were women and c h i l d r e n .  On 
t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March, i n  response t o  a r e q u e s t  f o r  informa- 
t i o n  concerning t h e  number of women and c h i l d r e n  who may have 
been k i l l e d ,  CPT Michles submit ted  a n e g a t i v e  r e p o r t  t o  TF Bar- 
ke r .  I t  i s  n o t  known whether CPT Michles made t h i s  r e p o r t  
knowing it was f a l s e  o'r innocen t ly  t r a n s m i t t e d  a f a l s e  r e p o r t  
made t o  him by ILT Willingham. 

2.  F a i l u r e  t o  Report Acts of Murder and Other  War Crimes 

Testimony p resen ted  t o  t h i s  Inqu i ry  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a c t s  
of murder and aggravated  a s s a u l t  were committed by members 
of  B/4-3 I n f  dur ing  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  None of  t h e s e  
c r i m i n a l  a c t s  was r e p o r t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  company,, probably a s  a 
r e s u l t  of f a c t o r s  s i m i l a r  t o  some of t h o s e  mentioned above i n  
connect ion  wi th  C/1-20 I n f .  

D. TASK FORCE BARKER AND l l T H  BRIGADE 

Some of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t s  of suppress ion  and wi th-  
ho ld ing  of  in fo rmat ion  concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  involved 
t h e  commanders and c e r t a i n  key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  person- 
n e l  of TF Barker  and t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( o t h e r  than  LTC Barker ,  who i s  
dead) e i t h e r  gave f a l s e  test imony b e f o r e  t h i s  Inqu i ry  o r  r e fused  
t o  g ive  f u r t h e r  test imony,  o r  bo th ,  it has n o t  been p o s s i b l e  t o  
s o r t  o u t  a c t s  of concealment t h a t  may have been i n i t i a t e d  by and 
known only  t o  TF Barker from t h o s e  done o r  approv=d by t h e  l l t h  
Brigade a s  w e l l .  F a l s e  and mis leading test imony by COL Hender- 
son;  t h e  dea th  of LTC Barker;  t h e  r e f u s a l  t o - t e s t i f y  f u r t h e r  by 
MAJ McKnight, MAJ  Calhoun, and CPT Kotouc; and t h e  p ro fessed  i n -
a b i l i t y  of LTC Blackledge,  MSG Johnson, and o t h e r  key personnel  
t o  r e c a l l  any s i g n i f i c a n t  informat ion  have t o g e t h e r  prec luded a 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of e x a c t l y  what t r a n s p i r e d  between t h e  two head- 
q u a r t e r s .  For t h i s  reason,  t h e  r o l e s  p layed by TF Barker  and 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  t h e  suppress ion  and wi thholding o f  informa-
t i o n  a r e  cons idered  j o i n t l y .  



1. 	 F a i l u r e  t o  Report C a s u a l t i e s  I n f l i c t e d  by C/1-20 Inf  
A f t e r  0840 Hours 

U n t i l  0840 hours on 16 March, C /1 -20  In f  had apparen t ly  
been r e p o r t i n g  t o  TF Barker a s  VC K I A  a l l  persons they  had k i l l e d  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , al though few i f  any of t h e  v ic t ims  had a c t u a l l y  
been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  VC. A f t e r  0840 hours ,  no f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s  of 
VC K I A  by C Company were recorded by TF Barker and t h e  11 th  B r i -
gade, o r  r e p o r t e d  t o  Div i s ion  headquar te r s .  - The d i scon t inu-  
ance of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  conceivably  was i n i t i a t e d  by C Company even 
though t h e r e  i s  some evidence t h a t  CPT Medina d i d  make f u r t h e r  
r e p o r t s  of VC K I A .  More probably,  r ecord ing  and r e p o r t i n g  of 
VC dead r e p o r t e d  by C Company was h a l t e d  by TF Barker e i t h e r  i n  
response t o  t h e  o r d e r  from COL Henderson t o  s t o p  t h e  "unnecessary 
k i l l i n g , "  o r  t o  avoid a t t r a c t i n g  undue a t t e n t i o n  t o  C Com-
pany 's  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  I t  is  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
such a c t i o n  was e i t h e r  o rde red  o r  condoned by COL Henderson,.who 
was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  TF Barker TOC between 0840 and 1 0 0 0  hours on 
16 March. 

2. 	 F a i l u r e  t o  Report Noncombatant C a s u a l t i e s  

I t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  test imony of many wi tnesses  t h a t  any 
o v e r f l i g h t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 16 March, a t  an a l t i -
tude  of l e s s  than  1,000 f e e t ,  would have pe rmi t t ed  obse rva t ion  of 
a l a r g e  number of bodies of noncombatants. According t o  COL 
Henderson's tes t imony,  he observed 6-8 such bod ies  e a r l y  on t h e  
16 th  and d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  MG Koster  about  0935 hours 
a t  LZ D o t t i e .  Others  i n  COL Henderson's a i r c r a f t  admit t o  
see ing  15-20 bod ies .  By noon, LTC Barker had been advised  
of t h e  Thompson Report by MAJ Watke, and dur ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  
hours LTC Barker  and M A J  Calhoun were both  aware of a r e p o r t  
from CPT Medina t h a t  20-28 noncombatants had been k i l l e d .  
A 1555 hours e n t r y  i n  t h e  TF Barker  J o u r n a l  recorded t h a t  "10-11 
women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d "  i n  t h e  C Company a r e a  of opera-
t i o n s .  By e a r l y  evening,  COL Henderson was admi t t ed ly  aware 
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  20 noncombatants had been k i l l e d .  

While some of t h i s  informat ion  may have been g iven by COL 
Henderson t o  MG Koster  i n  o r a l  repo-r t s ,  such r e p o r t s  could  n o t  
have been cons idered  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  normal s p o t  r e p o r t  r e -
q u i r e d  when any f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  any enemy f o r c e s ,  o r  any c i v i l -  
i a n s  a r e  known t o  have been k i l l e d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  requirement  f o r  an immediate s p o t  r e p o r t  
concerning c a s u a l t i e s  of any t y p e ,  d i r e c t i v e s  from MACV, USARV, 
and I11 MAF i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h e  t ime c l e a r l y  r e q u i r e d  c i v i l i a n  cas-
u a l t i e s  t o  be r e p o r t e d  a s  a s p e c i a l  ma t t e r .  Had such a r e -
p o r t  been made a s  r e q u i r e d ,  it  might w e l l  have genera ted  a  t h o r -
ough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Son My opera t ion .  



3. Changes i n  Report of  69 VC K i l l e d  by C Company 

One o f  t h e  most obvious e f f o r t s  t o  suppress  informat ion  
uncovered by t h i s  Inqu i ry  concerns t h e  m a t t e r  of  69 VC purpor t -
e d l y  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  The s o u r c e  of t h i s  f a l s e  r e p o r t  has 
n o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  it i s  known t h a t  by 0758 hours on 16 
March C Company had repor ted  1 4  VC K I A  i n  t h e  hamlet of My L a i  
( 4 )  and one VC K I A  a t  t h e  LZ j u s t  w e s t  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  I t  i s  
a l s o  known t h a t  LTC Barker ,  who was f l y i n g  over  My Lai  ( 4 )  , re-
ceived a r a d i o  message a t  about 0830 hours a d v i s i n g  him t h a t  C 
Company's VC body count  had reached 84. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  re-
c e i v i n g  t h i s  message, Barker  advised  t h e  TOC t h a t  he  was coming 
i n  and would b r i n g  them "up t o  d a t e .  I' Returning t o  t h e  TOC a t  
LZ D o t t i e ,  Barker m e t  w i t h  COL Henderson, LTC Luper, M A J  McKnight, 
and MAJ Calhoun. An e n t r y  was made i n  t h e  TF Barker J o u r n a l  a s  
of  0840 hours o f  69 VC K I A  a t  a l o c a t i o n  (by map c o o r d i n a t e s )  i n  
t h e  hamlet of  My La i  ( 4 ) .  Inexp l i cab ly ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  of 69 VC 
K I A  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade TOC f o r  about  an hour .  
The delay  a lone  i s  s u s p i c i o u s  f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons.  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  
i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  requirement  t o  r e p o r t  immediately informat ion  
o f  t h i s  type--a requirement  which TF Barker f u l f i l l e d  i n  t r a n s -  
m i t t i n g  a l l  o t h e r  VC body count r e p o r t s  on 16 March. Secondly, 
t h e  n a t u r a l  r e a c t i o n  o f  a combat u n i t  i n  r e p o r t i n g  such obvious 
proof of s u c c e s s  i s  h a s t e ,  no t  an h o u r ' s  de lay .  

During t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  almost one hour  d u r i n g  which t h e  r e p o r t  
of  69 VC K I A  was h e l d  a t  t h e  TF Barker TOC, a d e c i s i o n  was appar-
e n t l y  made t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  cause  of dea th  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep- 
a r a t i o n  and t o  s h i f t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a t  which t h e  VC w e r e  r e p o r t e d  
k i l l e d  from i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet  t o  a  p o i n t  600 meters o u t s i d e  t h e  
hamlet  and g e n e r a l l y  on t h e  gun- target  l i n e  from LZ Upt ight  t o  
t h e  C Company LZ. This  d e c i s i o n  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  an e n t r y  a t  
0930 hours i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade Journa l  and i n  a r e p o r t  made by 
t h e  11 th  Brigade a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  Divis ion .  There was no 
f a c t u a l  b a s i s  f o r  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  t o  a r t i l l e r y ,  and t h e  
change of map c o o r d i n a t e s  cannot  reasonably be  expla ined as  re-
s u l t i n g  from a t r a n s p o s i t i o n  o f  numbers o r  some o t h e r  i n a d v e r t e n t  
e r r o r .  

A r easonab le  i n f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  changes e f f e c t e d  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  of  t h e  69 VC k i l l e d  by C Company were made t o  
l e s s e n  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  which might have been a t t r a c t e d  had t h e  
o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  reached Div i s ion  headquar te r s .  Such a r e p o r t  
would have r e f l e c t e d  a t o t a l  of  83 VC k i l l e d  by smal l  arms f i r e  
a t  a s i n g l e  l o c a t i o n  i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Coup-
l e d  w i t h  t h e  absence o f  any c a s u a l t i e s  t o  C Company personnel  and 
t h e  few weapons captured ,  it might have prompted i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  
could n o t  r e a d i l y  have been answered. 



4 .  F a i l u r e  t o  Report A l l e g a t i o n s  of War C r i m e s  

A most s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t  of wi thholding informat ion  i s  t h e  
apparent  f a i l u r e  of TF Barker t o  r e p o r t  t o  l l t h  Brigade ( o r ,  a l -  
t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  Brigade t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Americal 
Divis ion)  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of W01 Thompson, which were r e p o r t e d  
by MAJ Watke t o  LTC Barker s h o r t l y  a f t e r  noon on 1 6  March. 
There i s  some test imony t h a t  a f t e r  MAJ Watke appr i sed  LTC Barker  
of t h e  complaints  of W01 Thompson, Barker l e f t  LZ D o t t i e  os ten-  
s i b l y  t o  v i s i t  C Company. There i s  l i t t l e  evidence t o  show 
t h a t  he  made any r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  charges ;  i n  f a c t ,  
t h e  Inqu i ry  has  f a i l e d  t o  uncover a s i n g l e  member of C Company 
who r e c a l l s  Barker landing a t  Son My a t  any time dur ing  t h e  oper-  
a t i o n .  There i s  a s i m i l a r  absence of any evidence t h a t  Barker 
r e p o r t e d  Thompsonl.s a l l e g a t i o n s  t o  l l t h  Brigade.  I f  he d i d ,  h i s  
r e p o r t  was n e i t h e r  recorded nor  r e l ayed  t o  Divis ion  by t h e  l l t h  
Brigade. 

5. F a i l u r e  t o  Report Acts  of Des t ruc t ion  of P r i v a t e  Proper ty  

During t h e  course  of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  both  B and C 
Companies engaged i n  e x t e n s i v e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  dwel l ings  
and s t r u c t u r e s  through demol i t ion  and burning.  There i s  ample 
test imony t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  such d e s t r u c t i o n  had been ordered  by 
LTC Barker  - - and must have been observed by COL Henderson and 
M A J  McKnight. Although such a c t s  v i o l a t e d  MACV d i r e c t i v e s  
and t h e  s t r o n g  p o l i c y  w i t h i n  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
burning and d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses,  no r e p o r t  of t h e s e  v i o l a -  
t i o n s  was made. 

6. Change i n  Report of 30-40 VC Depart ing My Lai  ( 4 )  

A t  about  0900 hours on 16 March, dur ing  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
of a Vietnamese i n h a b i t a n t  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  C/1-20  I n f  r ece ived  in -  
formation t h a t  30-40 VC had depar ted  t h e  hamlet  p r i o r  t o  t h e  com-
b a t  a s s a u l t .  This  informat ion  was apparen t ly  t r a n s m i t t e d  
t o  t h e  TF Barker  TOC where, f o r  reasons  unknown, it was n o t  
recorded i n  t h e  u n i t  journa l .  The records  a t  11 th  
Brigade,  however, do r e f l e c t  t h i s  informat ion  i n  a journa l  e n t r y  
made a t  0915 hours .  A t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  TOC, however, 
it was recorded t h a t  t n e  p r i s o n e r  " so  f a r  has s a i d  t h e i r  ( s i c )  
l o t s  of VC i n  v i c  BS716788." The reason f o r  t h i s  erroneous 
e n t r y  has  n o t  been expla ined.  I t  may have r e s u l t e d  from a s imple 
e r r o r  i n  t h e  t r ansmiss ion  of in fo rmat ion ,  o r  from a d e l i b e r a t e l y  
f a l s e  r e p o r t  made t o  withhold from Div i s ion  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  VC 
had depar ted  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  and t o  c r e a t e  
t h e  impression t h a t  C/1-20 In f  was involved i n  a  c o n t e s t e d  combat 
a c t i o n .  This  m a t t e r  i s  d i scussed  i n  more d e t a i l  i n  Chapter 10 .  



7. TF B a r k e r ' s  Combat Action Report 

P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  would d i r e c t  subord- 
i n a t e  elements  t o  p repare  s p e c i a l  a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  on opera-
t i o n s  which appeared t o  have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  The 
Son My o p e r a t i o n  was s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of such a r e p o r t ,  
and on 28 March 1968, LTC Barker  submit ted  a  Combat Action Report 
(CAR) t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  cover ing  t h e  pe r iod  0730-1800 hours ,  16 

March 1968. 

I n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  LTC Barker  made no mention o f  t h e  many non- 
combatants k i l l e d  by  C Company on 16 March, al though US and 
claimed VC c a s  ~ a l t i e swere repor ted .  He d is ingenuously  expla ined 
t h e  problem o f  "popula t ion  c o n t r o l  and medical c a r e  of t h o s e  c i -
v i l i a n s  caught i n  f i r e s  of t h e  opposing f o r c e s , "  b u t  t h e r e  was no 
mention o f  t h e  magnitude of t h e  problems of t h a t  type  which TF 
Barker a c t u a l l y  encountered on 16 March. I n  an apparent  r e f e r -  
ence t o  W O l  Thompson's aero-scout  u n i t ,  he r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he l i cop-  
ters a s s i s t e d  c i v i l i a n s  i n  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  again  t h e r e  was 
no i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  t r u e  circumstances of t h i s  a s p e c t  of t h e  
opera t ion .  

The r e p o r t  conta ined a  n a r r a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  opera-  
t i o n s  of  B and C Companies on 16 March t h a t  was pure f a b r i c a t i o n .  
It d e s c r i b e d  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  on t h e  enzmy "combat p o s t  
p o s i t i o n s "  which k i l l e d  68 VC. I t  r e p o r t e d  c o n t a c t  wi th  "two l o -  
c a l  f o r c e  companies and two o r  t h r e e  g u e r r i l l a  p l a t o o n s "  u n t i l  
1630 hours when " s u r v i v i n g  enemy elements  had broken a l l  c o n t a c t . "  

An a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  mis leading and decep t ive  n a t u r e  of  

LTC B a r k e r ' s  r e p o r t  can b e  gained from t h e  fo l lowing e x t r a c t :  


"Commander's Analysis :  This  opera t ion '  was w e l l  
planned, w e l l  executed,  and s u c c e s s f u l .  F r i end ly  cas -
L a l t i e s  w e r e  l i g h t  and t h e  enemy s u f f e r e d  h e a v i l y .  On 
t h i s  opera t ion  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
VC i n  t h e  a r e a  numbered approximately 200. This  c rea -
t ed  a problem i n  popu la t ion  c o n t r o l  and medicalJ  c a r e  
of  those  c i v i l i a n s  caught i n  f i r e s  of t h e  opposing 
f o r c e s .  However, t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  on t h e  ground and 
h e l i c o p t e r s  were a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  c i v i l i a n s  i n  l e a v i n g  
t h e  a r e a  and i n  c a r i n g  f o r  and/or evacua t ing  t h e  
wounded. " 

The Combat Action Report can only  be  cons idered  \an e f f o r t  
by LTC Barker  : d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  suppress  t h e  . t rue  f a c t s  and t o  
mis lead  h i g h e r  headquar te r s  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
a  combat ,opera t ion  i n  Son My Vi l . lage  on 16 March i n v o l v i n g  a  ho t -  

' l y  con tes ted  a c t i o n  w i t h  a s i z a b l e  enemy fo rce .  



8. 	 Withholding and Suppression of Knowledge and Evidence 
of  War C r i m e s  by Informat ion  O f f i c e  Personnel  

On 16 March, a two-man team from t h e  3 1 s t  P u b l i c  Information 
Detachment, a  p a r t  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  accompanied C/1-20 In f  
on t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  These men, SGT (now M r .  ) Ronald Haeberle ,  
photographer,  and SP5 (now M r .  ) Jay  Rober ts ,  j o u r n a l i s t ,  wi tness-
ed  numerous war cr imes committed by members of C/1-20 I n f  i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) .  SGT Haeberle  took a s e r i e s  of photographs us ing  
both p e r s o n a l  and government owned cameras. He used t h e  c o l o r  
f i l m  t o  record  scenes  of a t r o c i t i e s  and t h e  b lack  and whi te  f o r  
o t h e r  p i c t u r e s .  Both men remained wi th  C/1-20 I n f  u n t i l  
approximately 1100 hours ,  when they  depar ted  f o r  B/4-3 I n f .  They 
observed no th ing  unusual  i n  t h e  B Company a r e a .  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e a ,  they  d i scussed  what they  
had seen and dur ing  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  according t o  SP5 Rober ts ,  SGT 
Haeberle  mentioned t h a t  he was c u r i o u s  concerning "what t h e  p r e s s  
would do wi th  photos l i k e  t h a t , "  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t aken  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

L a t e r  t h a t  evening SP5 Roberts wrote a s t o r y  concerning t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  making no mention of t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  he had seen  and 
l aud ing  t h e  e f f o r t s  of TF Barker.  H i s  account  was r e l a y e d  t o  
t h e  Amer ica l 'D iv i s ion  Informat ion  O f f i c e  and was t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a 
mis leading a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade news s h e e t .  I n d i c a t i v e  of 
t h e  mis leading n a t u r e  of t h e  a r t i c l e  w a s . t h e  s t a t ement  t h a t  a 
s u s p e c t  had " t o l d  an i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  35 VC had moved i n t o  khe 
v i l l a g e  [My Lai  ( 4 ) 1  two hours e a r l i e r , "  when i n  f a c t  an . inhabi-  
t a n t  of  t h e  hamlet  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by C/1-20 In f  t h a t  morning had 
s a i d  t h a t  a comparab.le s i z e  f o r c e  had depar ted  My La i  ( 4 )  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

N e i t h e r  SGT Haeberle nor  SP5 Roberts took any a c t i o n  t o  re-
p o r t  what they  had seen,  nor  d i d  SGT Haeberle  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  
proper  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  photographic  evidence of war cr imes he had 
obta ined.  SGT Haeberle  r e t a i n e d  t h e  c o l o r  f i l m  he  had exposed 
dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  pe r sona l  p roper ty  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  
r o t a t e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  e v e n t u a l  d i scharge .  .Late  i n  
1969, and a f t e r  h i s . s e p a r a t i o n  from t h e  s e r v i c e ,  SGT Haeberle 
s o l d  t h e  photographs t o  a pub l i she r .  

I t  i s  apparen t  t h a t  both  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  had f i r s t h a n d  
knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and t h a t  n e i t h e r  took any a c t i o n  t o  
r e p o r t  it. To t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  both  a c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
suppress ion  of  informat ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t  should 
be noted  a l s o  t h a t  n e i t h e r  of t h e s e  men was under command of TF 
Barker and, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  personnel  i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  day, they  w e r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  what they  
had seen  wi thou t  t h e  same f e a r  of r e t a l i a t i o n .  



E.  COL HENDERSON' S REPORTS 

A f t e r  being charged t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by 
W 0 1  Thompson, and a f t e r  hea r ing  d i r e c t l y  from Thompson and o t h e r  
a v i a t i o n  personnel  accounts  of what they  had observed on t h e  
ground on 16 March, COL Henderson f a i l e d  t o  make any r e a l  inves-  
t i g a t i o n  of t h e  mat te r .  H i s  subsequent  o r a l  r e p o r t s  t o  BG Young 
and MG Koster  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  scope and f i n d i n g s  of h i s  so-
c a l l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were knowingly f a l s e  and decep t ive .  

COL Henderson's decep t ion  of h i s  commanders a s  t o  what he  
had done t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  m a t t e r  and a s  t o  t h e  f a c t s  he had 
l ea rned  probably played a l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  t h e  suppress ion  of t h e  
f a c t s  of Son My than  any o t h e r  f a c t o r .  Whatever may be s a i d  of 
t h e  f a i l u r e  of BG Young and MG Koster  t o  s u b j e c t  COL Henderson's 
r e p o r t s  t o  adequate review, they  had t o  r e l y  upon t h e  v e r a c t i y  
of what Henderson t o l d  them. I n  mis represen t ing  t o  h i s  commanders 
t h a t  he had made a r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  determine t h e  f a c t s  and t h a t  
W 0 1  Thompson was t h e  only  i n d i v i d u a l  he could f i n d  who had seen  
anything unusual  on 16 March, COL Henderson e f f e c t i v e l y  c losed  
o f f  t h e  f u l l  exposure of t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
would have r e s u l t e d  from a r e a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a f a c t u a l  
r e p o r t .  

COL Henderson's w r i t t e n  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  according 
t o  MG Koster ,  was supposed t o  have p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  d e t a i l s  of 
h i s  previous  o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  response t o  W 0 1  Thompson's a l l e g a t i o n s .  
I n  f a c t ,  however, it made no mention of Thompson's complaints  and 
i s  addressed s o l e l y  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  from Vietnamese sources  
(VC-propaganda and t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  of 11 
A p r i l  1968) , I t  dismissed  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a s  b a s e l e s s  propa- 
ganda and r e s t a t e d  t h e  f i c t i o n  t h a t  20  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d  on 16 March. There had been no f u r -
t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e  manner i n  which t h e  s t a t ement  by CPT 
Rodreguez was appended t o  t h e  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n "  sugges t s  
t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  was t o  imply a Vietnamese o r i g i n  and concurrence 
from t h a t  source  i n  Henderson's f i n d i n g s .  

F. COMPANY B ,  123D AVIATION BATTALION 

here i s  no evidence t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  members of Company B ,  
123d Avn Bn d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e t  about  t o  wi thhold  o r  suppress  i n f o r -  
mation concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  There were, however, sev-
e r a l  a c t s  of omission and commission by t h i s  u n i t  which c o n t r i b u t -  
ed t o  t h o s e  ends. 

1, Fai.lure t o  Make a Spot-Report of Alleged War Crimes 

Upon r e c e i p t  of t h e  complaints  of ~ 0 1Thompson and o t h e r  
members of h i s  u n i t i  M A J  Watke 'ac ted  only  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  



t h e  commander of t h e  Task Force charged wi th  t h e  o f f e n s e .  
L a t e r  i n  t h e  day, a f t e r  be ing advised  by Barker t h a t  he could f i n d  
nothing t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  charges and d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
" d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  Colonel  Barker" Watke d i d  nothing f u r t h e r  un-
til approximately 2200 hours .  The f a c t  t h a t  W01 Thompson's 
complaint d i d  n o t  reach t h e  Divis ion  Commander u n t i l  almost 2 4  
hours a f t e r  .it was rece ived  by P.WJ Watke, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
it never  reached t h e  Divis ion  S t a f f ,  i s  due i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  
Watke's f a i l u r e  t o  make t h e  complaint  t h e  s u b j e c t  of a s p o t - r e p o r t .  

2 .  	 F a i l u r e  t o  Report t h e  Complete F a c t s  Concerning Allega-  
t i o n s  of War Crimes 

The d i s p a r i t y  between what W01 Thompson saw a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
and what MAJ Watke s t a t e d  he r e p o r t e d  t o  BG Young was d i scussed  
i n  d e t a i l  i n  Chapter 1 0 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  complete s t o r y  d i d  
no t  reach BG Young and subsequent ly  t h e  Div i s ion  Commander, i s  
l a r g e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  M A J  Watke's f a i l u r e  t o  conf i rm o r  docu-
ment t h e  complaints  of  W01 Thompson and o t h e r s .  I f  MAJ Watke d i d  
n o t  g a i n  a f u l l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of Thompson's complaint on t h e  b a s i s  
of what Thompson t o l d  him, a f u l l  awareness of the n a t u r e  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t  would have been ob ta ined  through any e f f o r t s  t o  confirm 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  M A J  Watke had a v a i l a b l e  t o  him o t h e r  p i l o t s  and 
crew members who had been over  t h e  a r e a  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  complete 
"aero-scout"  team which could have been used f o r  a e r i a l  reconnais-  
sance.  

3 .  	 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Members of t h e  Uni t  t o  Curb Discussion 
of t h e  Son My Operat ion 

Testimony by former members of t h e  u n i t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  

fo l lowing t h e  Son My-operat ion t h e r e  was cons ide rab le  d i scus -  

s i o n  among members of Company B concerning what had occurred  i n  

My Lai  ( 4 )  . ' M A J  Watke has  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  was aware of 

t h i s  g e n e r a l  u n r e s t  and approximately two days a f t e r  t h e  opera-  


' 	 t i o n ,  he spoke t o  t h e  assembled company and "asked them n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  any f u r t h e r  ( t h a t )  noth ing good could come of 
t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  of i t  a n d . . . i t  would be t aken  c a r e  o f . "  - A t  
t h i s  t ime MAJ Watke was aware t h a t  COL Henderson was conducting 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and, according t o  h i s  tes t imony,  he  had no r e a -
son t o  s u s p e c t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would n o t  be thorough. 
While M A J  Watke's i n t e n t  may have been t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of rumors 
and s t o r i e s  w h i l e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was be ing i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h e  e f -  
f e c t  was l a r g e l y  t o  s i l e n c e  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  m a t t e r  
w i t h i n  t h e  company. 

4 .  	 F a i l u r e  t o  Take Appropriate  Action When Convinced a 
"Cover-Up" Was Taking P lace  

MAJ  Watke t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was convinced a "cover-up" 

was t a k i n g  p l a c e  a f t e r  he observed t h a t  no s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  was 




t a k i n g  p l a c e  a f t e r  he observed t h a t  no s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  was being 
made t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  members of h i s  u n i t .  This  conv ic t ion  
r e i n f o r c e d  h i s  e a r l i e r  impression t h a t  LTC Barker was l y i n g  when 
Barker  s a i d  he could  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  W 0 1  Thompson's a l l e g a t i o n s .  

Having once come t o  t h i s  conclus ion ,  Watke was faced  wi th  
a  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n  and e l e c t e d  n o t  t o  pursue t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r .  
MAJ Watke has t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was r e l u c t a n t  t o  go o u t s i d e  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  with t h e  charge ,  and could n o t  o f f e r  an exp lana t ion  
f o r  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  document Thompson's a l l e g a t i o n s  w i t h  s t a t e -  
ments from h i s  p i l o t s  and crewmen o r  t o  t a k e  any o t h e r  s t e p s  t o  
make t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a  m a t t e r  of record .  

5. F a i l u r e  t o  Act on Reports  of Extensive C i v i l i a n  C a s u a l t i e s  

Severa l  former members of Company B have t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
they  submit ted  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  concerning t h e  even t s  of 16 March. 
These r e p o r t s  were submit ted  through t h e  Company Opera t ions  Sec- 
t i o n  and made r e f e r e n c e  t o  a s  many a s  150 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s . .  
There has  been no s a t i s f a c t o r y  exp lana t ion  concerning t h e  dispo- 
s i t i o n  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  any a c t i o n  was 
i n i t i a t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  submission. I t  would appear  t h a t  
MAJ Watke cons idered  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  s a t -  
i s f i e d  once h e  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  BG Young. 

G. HEADQUARTERS, 123D AVIATION BATTALION 

The a c t i o n s  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  i n  t h e  cha in  of command i n  sup- 
p r e s s i n g  informat ion  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those  taken by B Company of 
t h e  same u n i t .  Both LTC Holladay and MAJ Watke have t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  they  were i n  agreement concerning two f a c t s :  F i r s t ,  t h a t  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by W01 Thompson and o t h e r s  were t r u e ;  and 
second, t h a t  t h e r e  had been a "cover-up." I n  cons ide r ing  
t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e s e  two o f f i c e r s  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  should 
be noted  they  possessed t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  do much t h a t  was n o t  
done: t o  o b t a i n  sworn s t a t ements  from t h e  many eyewi tnesses  
wi th in  t h e  u n i t ;  t o  conduct a low-level a e r i a l  reconnaissance  of 
My Lai  ( 4 ) ;  and t o  seek  approval  f o r  employment of a  smal l  in -  
f a n t r y  u n i t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  confirm o r  deny s u s p i c i o n s .  

H .  HEADQUARTERS, AMERICAL D I V I S I O N  

On 16 March 1968, t h e  America1 Divis ion  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
headquar te r s  t8  which informat ion  and r e p o r t s  concerning t h e  Son 
My o p e r a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d .  Subsequent t o  t h a t  d a t e ,  o t h e r  r e -
p o r t s  a n d ' a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  from both  US 
u n i t s  and GVN sources ,  were channeled t o  t h a t  headquar te r s .  Ex-
c e p t  f o r  r o u t i n e  o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a  forwarded on 1 6  March, none of 
t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and , a l l e g a t i o n s  were t r a n s m i t t e d  by t h e  America1 



Divis ion  t o  h i g h e r  headquar te r s ,  even though in fo rmat ion  had 
been rece ived  by 17 March concerning t h e  even t s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
t h a t  warranted  a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

While it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  informat ion  which should have been 
repor ted  was wi thhe ld  by t h e  Americal Div i s ion  from I11 MAF and 
MACV, t h e  m a t t e r  of mot iva t ion  and i n t e n t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r -  
mine. There i s  l i t t l e  evidence t o  war ran t  a  conclus ion  t h a t  t h e  
Americal Div i s ion  headquar te r s  a c t u a l l y  had an awareness of t h e  
f u l l  dimension of what had taken p l a c e  a t  Son My. While such a 
p o s s i b l i t y  cannot  be e n t i r e l y  excluded,  t h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  e v i -  
dence t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  and it appears  much more l i k e l y  t h a t  ( a t  
l e a s t  p r i o r  t o  mid-April)  t h e  CG,  ADC, and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
be l i eved  they  were d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  k i l l i n g  of 20-28 noncombat-
a n t s  by TF Barker.  Although t h e  r e p o r t s  they  rece ived  t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t  were f a l s e  and they  were n e g l i g e n t  t o  have be l i eved  them, 
they probably thought  they  were wi thholding informat ion  concern-
i n g  a much l e s s  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  than  t h e  one which had a c t u a l l y  
occurred .  

I t  is  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  some informat ion  reach ing  t h e  command 
element of t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  A p r i l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a much more 
s e r i o u s  even t  had t aken  p l a c e  on 16 March. The command r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h e s e  subsequent  r e p o r t s  was s o  inadequate  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
and s o  i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  what o r d i n a r i l y  would be expected of 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  a b i l i t y  and exper ience  of MG Koster  and BG Young, 
t h a t  it can on ly  be expla ined by a r e f u s a l  o r  an i n a b i l i t y  t o  
accep t  o r  g i v e  any credence t o  evidence o r  r e p o r t s  which were no t  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l ,  and er roneous ,  conclus ion .  

The fo l lowing i s  a summary of s p e c i f i c  a c t s  of omission o r  
commission t aken  a t  t h e  Americal Divis ion  headquar te r s  which 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  concealment of t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

1. 	 F a i l u r e  t o  Report Information Concerning Noncombatant 
C a s u a l t i e s  

MG Koster  has  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  by 1600 hours on 16 March, 
he was aware t h a t  a t  l e a s t  20 noncombatants had been k i l l e d  by 
elements  of TF Barker .  A s  commander of a major combat u n i t ,  
he was aware of t h e  concern expressed  by COMUSMACV concerning 
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and o f . t h e  requirement  t h a t  such m a t t e r s  
be  r e p o r t e d  a s  a s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t .  No such r e p o r t  was made 
by t h e  Americal- Divis ion .  . 

2. F a i l u r e  t o  Report A l l e g a t i o n s  of Suspected War C r i m e s  

While t h e r e  is  some c o n f l i c t  i n  test imony concerning t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  which MG Koster ,  BG Young., and 'COL Parson w e r e  appr i sed  



of t h e  f u l l  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  Thompson Report ,  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
test imony t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  had been ad- 
v i s e d  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  noncombatants had been i n d i s c r i m i -  
n a t e l y  k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  MACV d i r e c t i v e s  i n  e f f e c t  a t  t h a t  
t ime c l e a r l y  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  such a l l e g a t i o n s  be r e p o r t e d .  
No such r e p o r t  was made by t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

3 ,  	 F a i l u r e  t o  Insure  a  Thorough and I m p a r t i a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of A l l e g a t i o n s  of War Crimes 

Upon r e c e i p t  of t h e  Thompson Report ,  MG Koster  d i r e c t e d  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  commander of t h e  u n i t  accused i n  t h e  a l -  
l e g a t i o n .  Such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a thorough and i m -
p a r i t a l  review, might have bemi an accep tab le  response  t o  t h e  a l -  
l e g a t i o n s ,  However, it i s  c l e a r  from t h e  test imony of t h e  p r in -  
c i p a l s  concerned t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was a  p r e t e n s e  and t h e  
review inadequate .  

4 .  	 E f f o r t s  by t h e  Div i s ion  Command Group t o  L i m i t  Informa-
t i o n  Concerning Noncombatant C a s u a l t i e s  and Alleged War 
Crimes 

From t h e  test imony of MG Koster ,  BG Young, and COL Par-
son,  it appears  t h a t  each i n d i v i d u a l  a c t e d  t o  r e s t r i c t  knowledge 
of m a t t e r s  be ing i n v e s t i g a t e d  by COL Henderson. S p e c i f i c  ac- 
t i o n s  inc luded t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  p e r t i n e n t  informat ion  i n  
d a i l y  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ;  t h e  f a i l u r e  p roper ly  t o  employ t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i v e  resources  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ;  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  a d v i s e  
key s t a f f  members concerning t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ;  
and t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  s t a f f  of mat te r s  which should have 
been r e p o r t e d  t o  h i g h e r  headquar te r s .  Testimony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
members of t h e  General  and S p e c i a l  S t a f f s  had b u t  l i t t l e  i n f o r -
a t i o n  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  of t h e  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  review. 

5. 	 F a i l u r e  of t h e  Divis ion  Chaplain t o  Report A l l e g a t i o n s  of 
War Crimes 

A s  d i scussed  i n  Chapter 10,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  16 March 1968, 
W01 Thompson went t o  t h e  Divis ion  A r t i l l e r y  Chaplain,  CPT C a r l  
Creswel l ,  w i th  a r e p o r t  of  what he had seen  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) .  
Chaplain C r e s w e l l  i n  t u r n ,  wi thou t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  h l s  
commander, went t o  t h e  Div i s ion  Chaplain,  LTC F r a n c i s  Lewis, w i t h  
t h e  s t o r y .  A s  p rev ious ly  d i s c u s s e d ,  LTC L e w i s '  e f f o r t s  a t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were f u t i l e  arid he allowed t h e  m a t t e r  t o  pass  with- 
o u t  s u b s t a n t i v e  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of h i s  supe- 
r i o r s .  



I .  ACTIONS BY PERSONNEL OUTSIDE THE AMERICAL DIVISION 

Among t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  who came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i n -  
formation concerning p o s s i b l e  war cr imes i n  Son My dur ing  t h e  

' pe r iod  16-19 March, t h e r e  was a n a t u r a l  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  c o n f r o n t  
t h e i r  American c o u n t e r p a r t s  wi th  such a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  and t o  
i n s i s t  on i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  mat te r .  Such informat ion  a s  d i d  reach 
US advisory  channels  was n o t  forwarded through advisory  channels  
b u t  r e f e r r e d  only  t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion  and i t s  l l t h  Brigade.  
There i s  evidence t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  Quang Ngai Province and 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  l e v e l s ,  and p o s s i b l y  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  
t h e  s e n i o r  US  m i l i t a r y  adv i so r s  a ided i n  suppress ing  informat ion  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

J. SUMMARY 

I t  is  e v i d e n t  t h a t  e f f o r t s  t o  suppress  and wi thhold  informa- 
t i o n  concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  were made a t  every l e v e l  i n  
t h e  Americal Divis ion .  These e f f o r t s ,  coupled wi th  t h e  f a l s e  and 
mis leading r e p o r t s  by COL Henderson were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  conta in-  
i n g  t h e  s t o r y  of Son My w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  is  e v i d e n t  t o  
t h i s  I n q u i r y ,  a f t e r  in te rv iewing  most of t h o s e  who wi tnessed  
t h e  e v e n t s  a t  Son My, t h a t  any s e r i o u s  a t t empt  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
such i n d i v i d u a l s  immediately fo l lowing t h e  i n c i d e n t  would have 
r e s u l t e d  i n  f u l l  d i s c l o s u r e  of t h e  event .  Many t e s t i f i e d  i n  a 
manner which showed an eagerness  t o  express  what had apparen t ly  
caused them g r e a t  concern. I f  t h e r e  had been r e a l  concern i n  t h e  
cha in  of command, i f  anyone had t aken  a c t i o n  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s ,  
they  would have had f u l l  and complete answers. 

One m a t t e r  which c a s t s  f u r t h e r  s u s p i c i o n  on t h e  Americal D i -
v i s i o n  i s  t h e  a lmost  t o t a l  absence of f i l e s  and records  of doc-
uments r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  and i t s  subsequent  inves-  
t i g a t i o n .  With few except ions  t h e  f i l e s  have been purged of 
t h e s e  documents and records  of t h e i r  removal o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  have 
n o t  been maintained.  The s i n g l e  n o t a b l e  except ion  t o  t h i s  has 
been t h e  copy of COL Henderson's 2 4  A p r i l  r e p o r t ,  and t h i s  docu- 
ment was found i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  l l t h  Bde S2 where it would 
n o t  normally have been f i l e d .  The f i l e s  of US  advisory  teams 
which hadoknowledge of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  were s i m i l a r l y  b a r r e n .  

Another f a c t o r  which may have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  suppress ion  was 
t h e  manner i n  which informat ion  concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  
was handled i n  ~ i e t n a m e s e  c i r c l e s .  Such informat ion  was apparen-
t l y  n o t  d i scussed  t o  any e x t e n t  i n  GvN channels  a s  wi tnessed  by 
t h e  number of US personnel  who worked c l o s e l y  wi th  Province ,  
D i s t r i c t ,  and ,ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s  and y e t  had no,knowledge t h a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  had occurred .  Even on t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e ,  a 
measure of  s i l e n c e  f e l l  over  t h e  community. Without excep t ion ,  
Americans who worked and l i v e d  c l o s e l y  wi th  Vietnamese i n  bo th  
o f f i c i a l  and s o c i a l  c i r c l e s  i n  Quang Ngai Province ,  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  
they  had n o t  ob ta ined  an i n k l i n g . o , f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  



Chapter' 12 


F INDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


I. ON THE BASIS OF THE FOmGOING, THE FINDINGS OF THE I N Q U I R Y  
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. Concerning Events Surrounding The Son My Operation of 16 -
19 March 1968 

(1) During t h e  per iod  16-19 March 1968, US Army t roops  
of  TF Barker, l l t h  Brigade, America1 Division,  massacred a 
l a r g e  number of noncombatants i n  two hamlets of Son My Vi l lage ,  
Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. The p r e c i s e  number 
of Vietnamese k i l l e d  cannot be determined bu t  was a t  l e a s t  175 
and may exceed 400 .  

( 2 )  The massacre occurred i n  conjunct ion with a combat 
opera t ion  which was intended t o  n e u t r a l i z e  Son My-Village a s  
a l o g i s t i c a l  support  base and s taging a rea ,  and t o  des t roy  
elements of an enemy b a t t a l i o n  thought t o  be located  i n  t h e  
Son My area .  

(3)  The massacre r e s u l t e d  p r imar i ly  from t h e  na tu re  of t h e  
o rde r s  i ssued by persons i n  t h e  chain of command wi th in  T!F Barker. 

(4) The t a s k  f o r c e  commander's order  and t h e  associa ted ,  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  es t ima te  i s sued  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion  were em-
b e l l i s h e d  a s  they were disseminated through each lower l e v e l  of 
command, and u l t ima te ly  presented t o  t h e  ind iv idua l  s o l d i e r  a 
f a l s e  and misleading p i c t u r e  of t h e  Son My a rea  a s  an armed 
enemy camp, l a r g e l y  devoid of c i v i l i a n  inhab i t an t s .  

(5) P r i o r  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e r e  had rdeveloped wi th in  
c e r t a i n  elements of t h e  l l t h  Brigade a permissive a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  t rea tment  and safeguarding of noncombatants which 

ccontributed t o  t h e  mistreatment of 	 such persons during t h e  
Son My Operation. 

(61 The permissive a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  t reatment  of Vietnamese 
was, on 16-19 March 1968, exemplified by an almost t o t a l  d i s r e -  
gard f o r  t h e  l i v e s  and property of t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion of 
Son My Vi l l age  on t h e  p a r t  of commanders and key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
of TF Barker. 

(71 On 16 March, s o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  squad and platoon l e v e l ,  
wi th in  some elements of TF Barker,murdered noncombatants while 
under t h e  supervis ion  and c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  immediate super io r s .  



C8) A p a r t  of the crimes v i s i t e d  on t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
Son My V i l l a g e  inc luded i n d i v i d u a l  and group a c t s  of  murder, 
rape ,  sodomy, malming, and a s s a u l t  on noncombatants and t h e  
mis t rea tment  and k i l l i n g  of de ta inees .  They f u r t h e r  included 
t h e  k i l l i n g  of  l i v e s t o c k ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of c rops ,  c l o s i n g  of w e l l s ,  
and t h e  burning of dwell ings wi th in  s e v e r a l  subhamlets. 

(9)  Some a t t empts  were made t o  s t o p  t h e  c r imina l  a c t s  
i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March; b u t  wi th  few excep t ions ,  such 
e f f o r t s  w e r e  t o o  f e e b l e  o r  t o o  l a t e .  

C10) I n t e n s i v e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  has  developed no evidence 
t h a t  any member of  t h e  u n i t s  engaged i n  t h e  Son My opera t ion  
was under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana o r  o t h e r  n a r c o t i c s .  

B. Concerning The Adequacy Of Reports ,  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  And 
Reviews 

C 1 1 )  The commanders 0-£TF Barker and t h e  l l t h  Brigade had 
s u b s t a n t i a l  knowledge a s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of non-
combatants  b u t  only a  p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  informat ion  was ever  
r epor ted  t o  t h e  Commanding General of  t h e  Americal Division.  

(12) Based on h i s  obse rva t ions ,  W 0 1  Thompson made a s p e c i f i c  
complaint through h i s  command channels  t h a t  s e r i o u s  war crimes 
had been committed b u t  through a series of  inadequate responses 
a t  each l e v e l  of  command, a c t i o n  on h i s  complaint was delayed 
and t h e  s e v e r i t y  of h i s  charges cons iderably  d i l u t e d  by t h e  
t i m e  it r e a c h e d - t h e  Divis ion  Commander. 

(13) S u f f i c i e n t  informat ion  concerning t h e  h igh ly  i r r e g u l a r  
n a t u r e  of  t h e  opera t ions  of  TF Bar-ker on 16 darch 1968 reached 
t h e  Commanding General  of t h e  Americal Divis ion  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  
a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be conducted. 

C14) An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Commander of t h e  l l t h  Brigade, 
conducted a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  Commanding General  of t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  was l i t t l e  more than a p r e t e n s e  and was sub-
sequent ly  misrepresented  a s  a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  CG, 
Americal Divis ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  conceal  from him t h e  t r u e  enormity 
of t h e  a t r o c i t i e s .  

C15) P a t e n t l y  inadequate r e p o r t s  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  sub- 
m i t t e d  by the commander of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade were accepted a t  
f a c e  va lue  and wi thout  an e f f e c t i v e  review by t h e  CG, Americal 
Divis ion .  



C16). Reports of a l l e g e d  war crimes, noncombatant casual-  
t ies,  and s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  concerning t h e  Son My opera t ion  of 
16 March w e r e  r ece ived  a t  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion  b u t  w e r e  n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  h igher  headquar ters  d e s p i t e  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of d i r e c t i v e s  r e q u i r i n g  such action* 

(17) Reports  of  a l l e g e d  war cr imes r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Son My 
o p e r a t i o n  of 16 March reached Vietnamese government o f f i c i a l s ,  
b u t  those  o f f i c i a l s  d i d  n o t  t ake  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
tk t r u e  f a c t s .  

(181 E f f o r t s  of t h e  ARVN/GVN o f f i c i a l s  d i s c r e e t l y  t o  
inform t h e  US commanders of  t h e  magnitude of  t h e  war crimes 
committed on 16 March 1968 m e t  w i th  no a f f i r m a t i v e  response. 

C. Concerning Attempts To  Suppress Information 

(19) A t  every command l e v e l  w i t h i n  t h e  Americal Div i s ion ,  
a c t i o n s  were taken,  bo th  w i t t i n g l y  and unwi t t ing ly ,  which 
e f f e c t i v e l y  suppresged informat ion  concerning t h e  war crimes 
committed a t  Son My Vi l l age .  

(20) A t  t h e  company l e v e l  t h e r e  was a f a i l u r e - t o  r e p o r t  
t h e  war crimes which had been committed. T h i s ,  combined wi th  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  members of  one u n i t  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  even t s  
o f  16 March, c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  suppress ion  of  
information.  

(21) The t a s k  f o r c e  commander and a t  l e a s t  one,  and pro- 
bably more, s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  o f -  TF Barker may have conspi red  t o  
suppress  informat ion  and t o  mislead h igher  headquartexs con-
cerning t h e  even t s  of 16 - 19 March 1968. 

(22) A t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade l e v e l ,  t h e  commander and a t  l e a s t  
one p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f - o f f i c e r  may have conspi red  t o  suppress  
informat ion  t o  deceive  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander concerning t h e  
t r u e  f a c t s  of t h e  Son My opera t ion  of 16-19 March. 

(23) A r e p o r t e r  and a photographer from t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
observed many war crimes committed by C/1-20 Inf  on 16 March. 
Both f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  what they had seen;  t h e  r e p o r t e r  sub-
m i t t e d  a misleading account of t h e  opera t ion ;  and t h e  photo- 
grapher  withheld and suppressed (and wrongfully misappropr ia ted  
upon h i s  d i scharge  from t h e  s e r v i c e )  photographic evidence of 
such war crimes. 

C24) E f f o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade t o  suppress  informat ion  
concerning t h e  Son My opera t ion  were a ided i n  varying degrees 
by members of US  Advisory teams working wi th  ARVN and GVN 
o f f i c i a l s .  



(251 Within t h e  Americal Divis ion  headquar te r s ,  a c t i o n s  
taken t o  suppress  inzormation concerning what was purpor tedly  
be l i eved  t o  b e  t h e  i n a d v e r t e n t  k i l l i n g  of 20 t o  28 noncom- 
b a t a n t s  e f f e c t i v e l y  s e r v e d - t o  c o n c e a l . t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  and scope 
of t h e  e v e n t s  wFiich had taken p l a c e  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16-19 
March 68. 

(261 F a i l u r e . o f  t h e  Americal Division headquar ters  t o  a c t  
on r e p o r t s  and informat ion  rece ived  from GVN/ARVN o . f f i c i a l s  i n  
mid-April served e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  suppress  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  and 
scope of t h e  even t s  which had taken p l a c e  i n  Son My Vi l l age  on 
16-19 March 1968. 

(271 Despi te  an exhaust ive  sea rch  of  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  
11 th  Brigade,  Americal Divis ion ,  GVN/ARVN advisory  team f i l e s ,  
and records  holding c e n t e r s ,  wit.h few excep t ions ,  none of t h e  
documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  so-ca l led  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  events  
of 16-19 March were loca ted .  

D. With Respect To I n d i v i d u a l s  

(1) D u r i n g - t h e  pe r iod  March-June 1968 a number of persons 
ass igned t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion  and t o  U S  Advisory -elements 
l o c a t e d  i n  Quang Ngai Province had informat ion  a s  t o ' t h e  k i l l i n g  
of noncombatants and o t h e r  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  committed by members 
of TF Barker dur ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion  i n  March 1968 and d i d  
one o r  more of  t h e  fol lowing:  

a .  F a i l e d  t o  make such o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  the reof  a s  
t h e i r  duty  r e q u i r e d  them t o  make; 

b. Suppressed information concerning t h e  occurrence 
of  such o f f e n s e s  act- ing s i n g l y  o r  i n  concer t  wi th  o t h e r s ;  

c. F a i l e d  t o  o r d e r  a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  such was madelor f a i l e d  t o  conduct an adequate 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  f a i l e d  t o  submit an adequate r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  o r  f a i l e d  t o  make an adequate review of  a r e p o r t  of in -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a s  a p p l i c a b l e ;  

o r  committed o t h e r  d e r e l i c t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  even t s  of t h e  
Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  some c o n s t i t u t i n g  c r i m i n a l  o f fenses .  

(21 Attached t o  t h i s  chap te r  a t  I n c l o s u r e  1 is  a l i s t  of 
such persons and t h e  omiss ions-an3 commissions of which they 
a r e  suspected  and upon which t h e  above f i n d i n g s  a r e  based. 

a. The o f f i c e r s  named i n  I n c l o s u r e  1, t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  
i n  1968, and t h e i r  c u r r e n t  grade and s t a t u s ,  a r e  l i s t e d  below: 



K o s t e r ,  Samuel W. 

' Y o u n g ,  G e o r g e  H. 

H e n d e r s o n ,  O r a n  K. 

H u t t e r ,  D e a n  E. 

L u p e r ,  R o b e r t  B. 

Parson, N e l s  A. 

B a r k e r ,  Frank A. 

G a v i n ,  D a v i d  C. 

G u i n n ,  W i l l i a m  D. 

H a l l a d a y ,  John L .  

L e w i s ,  Francis  R. 

C a l h o u n ,  C h a r l e s  C. 

M c K n i g h t ,  R o b e r t  W. 

Watke, Frederic W. 

B o a t m a n ,  K e n n e t h  W. 

'GRADE 

MG 

BG 

COL 

COL 

COL 

COL 

LTC 

LTC 
(then 
'.MAJ) 

LTC 

LTC 

LTC 
( C h )  

MAJ 

MAJ 

MAJ 

CPT 

'POS'I'TXON CURRENT STATUS 

CG, America1 A c t i v e  D u t y  
D i v  

ADC COPS) A c t i v e  D u t y  
A m e r i c a 1  D i v  

CO, 11th I n f  A c t i v e  D u t y  
B d e  

Senior A d v i s o r  A c t i v e  D u t y  
2 d  ARVN D i v  

COi 6 - 1 1 t h  A c t i v e  D u t y  
A r t y  

C h i e f  of S t a f f  A c t i v e  D u t y  
A m e r i c a l  D i v  

CO, T F  B a r k e r  

Senior D i s -
t r i c t  A d v i s o r ,  
Son T i n h  D i s -  
t r i c t  

D e p u t y  Senior  
A d v i s o r ,  Q u a n g  
N g a i  P r o v i n c e  

CO, 1 2 3 d  A v n  
B n  

D i v  C h a p l a i n ,  
A m e r i c a 1  D i v  

XO/S3 ,~TF B a r -
, ker 

S3,  11 th  I n f  
B d e  

D e c e a s e d  

A c t i v e  D u t y  

A c t i v e  D u t y  
. 

A c t i v e  D u t y  

A c t i v e  D u t y  

A c t i v e  D u t y  

A c t i v e  D u t y  

CO, C o  B ,  1 2 3 d  A c t i v e  D u t y  
A v n  B n  

F o r w a r d  O b s e r -  A c t i v e  D u t y  
(then 1LT) ver ,  Command 

G r o u p ,  B/4-3  



-. 

. . . . , . . . . . . . , . . . . , , . . . . .  . . . ,  . . . .  

%FADE ~ f w P T O N  'CURRENT'STATUS 

C r e s w e l l ,  C a r l  E. CPT D i v  A r t y  Chap- C i c v l l i a n  
(Ch)  l a i n  A m e r i c a 1  

D i v  

J o h n s o n ,  D e n n i s  H. CPT [then 	Mzl i tary  X n t e l ~  A c t g v e  D u t y  
1LT) 	 l igence off 2cer 

i n  s u p p o r t  of TP 
B a r k e r  

K o t o u c ,  E u g e n e  M. CP T 	 s 2 ,  TF B a r k e r  A c t i v e  D u t y  

M e d i n a ,  E r n e s t  L. CPT 	 CO, C/1-20 I n f  A c t i v e  D u t y  

Michles, E a r l  A. CPT 	 CO, ~ / 4 - 3  rnf D e c e a s e d  

Vazquez , ,  D e n n i s  R. CPT 	 A r t i L l e r y  L S a i -  C Z v i l i a n  
son o f f l ce r  in 
s u p p o r t  of TP 
B a r k e r  

W i l l i n g h a m ,  Thomas K. 	 CPT Cthen P l t  L d r ,  1st A c t i v e  D u t y  
lLT1 P l t ,  6 /4 -3  Inf 

C a l l e y ,  W i l l i a m  L . ,  Jr. 	1LT Cthen P l t  L d r ,  1st A c t i v e  D u t y  
2LTZ P l t ,  (71-20 Xnf 

A l a u x , R o g e r  L. , Jr . 2LT 	 A r t y  F o r w a r d  Obs- Civilian 
erver a t t a c h e d  t o  
C/1-20 I n f  

B r o o k s ,  S t e v e n  K. 	 P l t  L d r ,  2 d  D e c e a s e d  
P l t ,  C/1*20 

L a C r o s s ,  J e f f r e y  U. 2LT 	 P l t  L d r ,  3d C i v i l i a n  
P l t ,  C/1-20 

L e w i s ,  Michael L. 	 P l t  L d r ,  2 d  D e c e a s e d  
P l t ,  B/4-3 

Mundy, J o h n  E. 2LT 	 E x e c u t i v e  C i v i l i a n  
O f f i c e r  , B/4-3 



I 

b .  The fo l lowing e n l i s t e d  members 05 t h e  Army 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  suppor t  of TF Barker ,  on 16 March 1968 and now 
c i v i l i a n s ,  by reason of t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  and ass ign-  
ment, and having a  p a r t i c u l a r  duty  t o  r e p o r t  any knowledge 
of suspected  o r  apparent  war crimes which came t o  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n ,  f a i l e d  t o  perform t h i s  duty: 

NAME GRADE POSITION 

Haeberle ,  Ronald L. SGT Photographer,  I n f o  
O f f i c e ,  l l t h  I n f  Bde 
( 3 1 s t  PID)  

Roberts ,  Jay  A. -SP5 Senior  Correspondent,  
I n f o  O f f i c e ,  l l t h  
I n f  Bde (31s t  P I D )  

(3) Evidence adduced i n  t h i s  Inqu i ry  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t '  
numerous s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code of 
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and t h e  law of war may have been committed 
by m i l i t a r y  personnel  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  TI? Barker 
opera t ion  i n  Son My d u r i n g - t h e  pe r iod  16 - 19 March 1968. 
Evidence of  t h e s e  suspected  o f f e n s e s  has  been fu rn i shed  t o  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Provost  Marshal General of t h e  Army f o r  
f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

( 4 )  Some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  men concerned f u l -  
f i l l e d  t h e i r  minimum o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  knowledge of 
cr imes committed dur ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion  t o  t h e i r  commanding 
o f f i c e r s .  However, had they e x h i b i t e d  de,eper concern f o r  t h e i r  
u n i t s ,  t h e  United ~ t a t e s ' ~ r m y  and t h e  Nation by t a k i n g  a c t i o n  
beyond t h a t  which was t e c h n i c a l l y  r equ i red ,  it i s  probable t h a t  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  would have come t o  l i g h t  
promptly. Those who f a i l e d  t o  do s o  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a s e r -
i o u s  obstruct . ion of j u s t i c e .  

E .  Concerning The Adequacy of  C e r t a i n  P o l i c i e s ,  D i r e c t i v e s ,  
And Tra in ing 

(1) I n  1968, t h e  then  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  and d i r e c t i v e s  a t  
every  l e v e l  of command expressed a c l e a r  i n t e n t  regarding t h e  
proper  t-reatment and safeguarding of  noncombatants, t h e  humane 
handling of p r i s o n e r s  of war, and minimizing t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  6f 
p r i v a t e  p roper ty .  

( 2 )  D i r e c t i v e s  p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  procedures f o r  t h e  r e p o r t -  
i n g  o f  war crimes were n o t  c l e a r  a s  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  which should 
be taken by subordinates  when t h e i r  u n i t  commander p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  o r  sanct ioned a war crime. D i r e c t i v e s  p resc r ibed  only t h a t  
war crimes would te repor ted  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r .  



( 3 )  Many s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade were n o t  adequately 
t r a i n e d  as t o :  

a .  The i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  regarding obedience t o  
o r d e r s  r ece ived  from t h e i r  super iors  which they considered 
palpably  i l l e g a l .  

b.  Thei r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  concerning t h e  procedures 
f o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of war cr imes.  

c. The p rov i s ions  of t h e  Geneva Conventions, t h e  han- 
d l i n g  and t r ea tment  of  p r i s o n e r s  of  war, and the t r ea tment  and 
safeguarding of noncombatants. 

F. P e r i p h e r a l  I s s u e s  

Findings  regarding p e r i p h e r a l  i s s u e s  a r e  d i scussed  i n  
Annex B. 

11. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT : 

A. YOU t a k e  cognizance of t h e  f i n d i n g s  s e t  f o r t h  above. 

B. The names of t h e  members of t h e  Army l i s t e d  i n  para-  
graph D (2)  a ,  above, t o g e t h e r  wi th  informat ion  concerning t h e i r  
omissions and commissions, be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  gen- 
e r a l  cour t -mar t i a l  convening a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  d i s c i p -  
l i n a r y  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n .  

C .  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be g iven t o  t h e  modif ica t ion  of a p p l i c a b l e  
p o l i c i e s ,  d i . r e c t i v e s ,  and t r a i n i n g  s t andards  i n  p r d e r  t o  c o r r e c t  
t h e  .apparent  d e f i c i e n c i e s  noted i n  paragraph IE above. 



OMISSIONS AND COMMISSIONS BY INDIVIDUALS 

Following i s  a l i s t i n g  of i n d i v i d u a l s  and t h e  omissions 
and commissions of which they a r e  suspected  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
t h e  p lanning,  conduct; r e p o r t i n g ,  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
opera t ion  by TF Barker i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  and t h e  r e l a t e d  
i n c i d e n t s .  The t e r m s  omissiops and commissions a r e  used 
h e r e  t o - d e n o t e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which a n  i n d i v i -  
d u a l  may have f a i l e d  t o  perform h i s  duty  o r  may have 
performed h i s  duty  improperly,  measured i n  terms of those  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  which w e r e  reasonably h i s  under the- 
a t t e n d a n t  circumiitances, I t  i s  recognized t h a t  some of t h e  
omissions and commissions may invo lve  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e s .  

1. MG SAMUEL W. KOSTER 

a .  H e  d i d  n o t  insure t h a t  t h e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  Son My 
o p e r a t i o n  inc luded p rov i s ions  f o r  t h e  handl ing ,  sc reen ing ,  
and t r ea tment  of t h e  noncombatant i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a .  

b. About-midmorning of 16 March 68 when informed by 
COL Henderson t h a t  he had observed 6 t o  8 dead c i v i l i a n s ,  
he (MG Koster)  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
such c a s u a l t i e s  were repor ted  through t h e  proper  cha in  of  
command nor is ' t he re  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he took any 
s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  p reven t  any f u r t h e r  k i l l i n g  o r  
t o  otherwise minimize noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  

c .  On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March 68, he countermanded an 
o r d e r  which had been i s s u e d  by a subord ina te  commander, 
COL Henderson, d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  C/1-20 In f  r e t u r n  t o  My Lai 
( 4 )  t o  determine t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  o l d  
men, women, and c h i l d r e n ;  and apparent ly  a t  nb-t ime d i d  he' 
o b t a i n  COL Henderson's reasons  f o r  d i r e c t i n g  C Company t o  
r e t u r n  t o  make t h e  count  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  nor  i s  t h e r e  
any evidence t h a t  he d i scussed  t h i s  ma t t e r  wi th  COL Henderson 
a t  any l a t e r  t i m e .  

Inclosure I 



d. By t h e  evening of 16 March 68, he knew t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
20 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  o r  around My Lai (44, 
purpor tedly  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y ,  gunship, and smal l  
arms f i r e .  However,, he d i d  no t :  

(1) Provide such informat ion  t o  o t h e r  command and s t a f f  
elements of t h e  Divis ion  headquar ters  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  
such informat ion  was n o t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  opera t ions  l o g  of 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  nor  r epor ted  t o  h i g h e r  headquar ters  i n  t h e  
~ i v i s i o n  SITREP and/or INTSUM. 

(2 )  I n i t i a t e  a  Ser ious  I n c i d e n t  Report. (SIR) t o  be sub- 
mi t t ed  t o  h i g h e r  headquar ters  i n  accordance wi th  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

(3)  Direc,t  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t  a s  r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  even though some of t h e  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  r epor ted  a s  having r e s u l t e d  from 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

e. A t  o r  about  noontime on 17 March 68, BG Young, an 
ADC, informed him of t h e  d e t a i l s  of W01 Thompson's r e p o r t  
which had been re layed  through LTC Holladay and M A J  Watke. 
According t o  MG Koster ,  t h e  essence  of the '  r e p o r t  was t h a t  
t h e r e  had been i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ,  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  f i r e -  
power had been d i r e c t e d  a t  c i v i l i a n s  thereby caus ing casual -  
t i e s  and t h a t  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  had taken p l a c e  between elements  
of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  and elements of TF Barker.  
Although he d i r e c t e d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be made i n  response 
t o  t h i s  informat ion ,  he f a i l e d  t o :  

(1) I s s u e  proper  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a thorough 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be conducted. 

(2)  1nsure  t h a t  t h e  informat ion  was forwarded t o  CG 
I11 MAF and p o s s i b l y  COMUSMACV. 

( 3 )  Inform a p p r o p r i a t e  elements  of t h e  command and s t a f f  
of t h e  Thompson Report ,  o r  adv i se  thein t h a t  he had d i r e c t e d  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

( 4 )  Proper ly  u t i l i z e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  elements  o f  t h e  
Divis ion  s t a f f  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
would be conducted. 

f. On o r  about  20 ~ a r c h . 6 8 ,  he accepted an o r a l  r e p o r t  of 
inves t iga t i 'on  presented  by COL Henderson and d i d  not :  

(1) Ascer ta in  t h a t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  depth i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
had been conducted. 

(2)  Require t h a t  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be submit ted 
i n  w r i t i n g  a long wi th  necessary  documentation. 

http:~arch.68


(3)  Notify appropr ia te  elements of t h e  Divis ion  command 
and s t a f f  t h a t  he  had rece ived and accepted t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  of 
COL Henderson which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  complaints r e g i s t e r e d  by 
W 0 1  Thompson were i n v a l i d .  

( 4 )  Inform t h e  commander of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
o f .  t h e  submission of COL Henderson's o r a l  r e p o r t  nor i n  any 
o t h e r  way inform W01 Thompson t h a t ,  h i s  complaints were no t  
supported.  

g. About mid-April 68, he  rece ived informat ion  t h a t  
t h e  Chief ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  had submit ted a r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  Chief,  Quang Ngai Province,  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  American 
f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  approximately 500 c i v i l i a n s  ' in  Tu Cung 
and Co Luy hamlets o f  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 68. He 
a l s o  rece ived informat ion  t h a t  VC propaganda b roadcas t s  
were s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  American fo rces  had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  
number of  noncombatants (some b roadcas t s  i n d i c a t e d  500) 
i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on o r  about  16 March. Having rece ived 
t h i s  informat ion ,  he  f a i l e d  t o :  

(1) I n i t i a t e  a s t a f f  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  items of 
informat ion  i n  combination w i t h  COL Henderson's r e p o r t  
and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a  r e s u l t i n g  from TF Barker-
opera t ions  on 16 March 68. 

(2)  Inform h i g h e r  headquar ters  of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
contained i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  province 
Chief o r  those  made i n  t h e  VC propaganda. 

( 3 )  Have o rde rs  prepared  appo in t ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  a long wi th  a p p r o p r i a t e  C I D  suppor t ,  a s  r equ i red  by 
MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were 
p roper ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by an independent,  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y .  

( 4 )  D i r e c t  h i s  G2 t o  i n i t i a t e  an aggress ive  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  concern-
i n g  what might have taken p l a c e  i n  Son My on 16 March 68. 

h. H e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he considered COL Henderson's 
so -ca l l ed  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  24 Apr i l  t o  b e  an inade-
qua te  r e p o r t .  However, he  f a i l e d  t o :  

(1) Insure  t h a t  COL Henderson had conducted an adequate 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(2) Require informat ion  as  t o  who had prepared t h e  s t a t e -  
ment a t  I n c l o s u r e  1 and t h e  reasons  t h e r e f o r .  



(3)  Give proper  cons ide ra t ion  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  c i t e d  i n  
Inc losure  1, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  
and t h e  Son My Vi l l age  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t .  

( 4 )  Inform a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  I Corps, i . e . ,  CG 111 MAF 
and LTG Lam, CG ICTZ,  concerning t h e  a c t i o n s  he .had 
taken wi th  r e s p e c t  t o . t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

i. A s  noted i n  paragraph h  above, when he found COL 
Henderson's r e p o r t  of  24 A p r i l  t o  be inadequate ,  he s t a t e d  
i n  test imony t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be 
conducted. However, t h e r e  i s  no record  of an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  having been appointed nor i s  t h e r e  any record  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  of a r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having been 
prepared o r  submit ted.  

j. Besides t h e  commissions and omissions c i t e d  above, 
t h e r e  i s  no test imony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  any t i m e  he took 
any a d d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i v e  o r  aggress ive  command a c t i o n  t o  
determine t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  surrounding t h e  opera t ion  of 
TF Barker on 16 'March 68.  

k. By r e t a i n i n g  unto himself informat ion  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
20 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  and by n o t  r e p o r t i n g  such f a c t s ,  
he e f f e c t i v e l y  suppressed informat ion  concerning t h e  Son My 
i n c i d e n t  both  w i t h i n  and o u t s i d e  t h e  Divis ion .  

1. I n  r e s t r i c t i n g  knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i o n s ,  r e p o r t s ,  and reviews t o  a group c o n s i s t i n g  of BG 
Young, COL Parson,  and h imse l f ,  he may have i n i t i a t e d  a 
conspiracy t o  withhold t h e . f a c t s  concerning t h e  a c t i o n s  of 
elements of TF Barker on 16 March 1968. 

m. H e  may have f a l s e l y  t e s t i f i e d  on s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s  
be fo re  t h i s  Inqui ry .  For example, he s t a t e d  t h a t  he  always 
kep t  BG Young and COL Parson completely informed, whereas 
both  of them i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they had only a  minimum of 
knowledge concerning h i s  a c t i o n s .  H e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
he d i r e c t e d  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  he had rece ived  
a r e p o r t  of s a i d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from COL Henderson. This  
Inqu i ry  d i d  n o t  l o c a t e  such a formal r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
nor i s  t h e r e  aany i n d i c a t i o n  o t h e r  than  from MG Koster  and 
COL Henderson t h a t  such a r e p o r t  was e v e r  prepared  o r  
submit ted.  

2 .  BG GEORGE H. YOUNG 

a .  Having rece ived  a r e p o r t  from LTC Holladay and MAJ 
Watke t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  W01 Thompson and o t h e r  members of 
t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  had observed a l a r g e  number of 



c i v i l i a n  noncombatants. who had been k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly  
dur ing  TF ~ a r k e r ' s  opera t ion  of 16 March 68, and t h a t  
t h e r e  had been a conf ron ta t ion  between air elements of t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  ground elements of TF 
Barker ,  .he f a i l e d :  

(1) To convey t h i s  same informat ion  0.r t h e  s e v e r i t y  of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  Commanding General,  according t o  h i s  
own and MG ~ o s t e r ' s  test imony.  

( 2 )  E i t h e r  t o  d i r e c t  o r  t o  recommend t o  t h e  CG t h a t  
t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
o b t a i n  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  and w r i t t e n  s t a t ements  from t h e  
p i l o t s  and o t h e r  c r e w  members who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  suppor t ing  
t h e  opera t ion  of TF ~ a r k e r  on 16 March. 

(3 )  To recommend t o  t h e  CG t h a t  I11 MAF, MACV, and 
USARV be n o t i f i e d  immediately and t h a t  a SIR should be 
rendered o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  be 
i n i t i a t e d .  

b. Having rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  CG a t  about  
1200 hours on 17 March t o  i n i t i a t e  an immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
he : 

(1) V i s i t e d  TF  Barker a t  LZ D o t t i e  e a r l y  on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  o f -  17 March and was b r i e f e d  by t h e  TF - 53 b u t  took no 
a c t i o n  t o  employ a ground element ,  e i t h e r  by land movement 
o r  by combat a i r  a s s a u l t ,  o r  an a e r i a l  reconnaissance element 
t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  previous  day. 

(2 )  Delayed almost 24 hours be fo re  i s s u i n g  such i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  although he had ample oppor tun i ty  t o  do s o  e a r l y  on 
t h e  af ternoon of 17 March. 

c. On t h e  morning of 18 March, he m e t  w i th  COL Henderson 
and t h r e e  o t h e r s  i n  LTC Barker ' s  van a t  LZ D o t t i e  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  But i f  h i s  test imony i s  accura te ,  he d i d  no t  
i s s u e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  COL Henderson t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
a proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would-be conducted. 

d. He had knowledge of t h e  burning of dwell ings and 
s h e l t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Son My V i l l a g e  and knew t h i s  t o  be 
con t ra ry  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  and p o l i c y ,  b u t  took no a c t i o n  t o  
have it o f f i c i a l l y  r epor ted  o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

e .  Without a s s u r i n g  himself  t h a t  a  p roper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
had been conducted by COL Henderson, he repor ted  i t s  p rogress  
and s t a t u s  t o  t h e  CG. I n  doing s o ,  he may have c o n t r i b u t e d  



t o  	t h e  impression t h a t  a proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been 
' 	 conducted and the reby  in f luenced  t h e  acceptance by t h e  CG 

of COL Henderson's r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

f .  Having knowledge of t h e  acceptance of COL Henderson's 
o r a l  r e p o r t  by MG Koster,  he d i d  not  inform LTC ~ o i l a d a yo r  
MAJ Watke o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  of COL Henderson's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i t s  acceptance by t h e  CG. 

g. Having been advised by LTC Guinn, Deputy PSA Quang 
Ngai Province, concerning t h e  Son My D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p a r t  
t o  t h e  Province Chief of t h e  k i l l i n g  of l a r g e  numbers of 
c i v i l i a n s  by Americans i n  Son My Vi l l age ,  he f a i l e d :  

(1)To t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  o b t a i n  a copy of t h e  

r e p o r t .  


( 2 )  To d i s c u s s  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  depth w i t h  t h e  Province 
Chief and/or o t h e r  GVN o f f i c i a l s .  

( 3 )  To seek  o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  concerning t h e  
d a t a  inc luded i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  l t 

h. Having knowledge of  (1) t h e  informat ion  contained 
i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  ( 2 )  t h e  p rev ious ly  repor ted  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  TF Barker, ( 3 )  t h e  informat ion  provided through 
W01 Thompson's r e p o r t ,  and ( 4 )  COL Henderson's o r a l  r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he  f a i l e d  t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  
informat ion  and t o  adv i se  MG Koster  t h a t  t h e  informat ion  
i n d i c a t e d  an a l l e g a t i o n  o f  major war crimes. 

i. Together w i t h  t h e  CG, he fa i . led  t o  inform t h e  Divis ion  
s t a f f  of  t h e  complaints  and a l l e g a t i o n s  which had been made 
and t h e  a c t i o n s  which had been taken,  t h e r e b y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
t h e  suppress ion  of informat ion  concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
TF Barker on 16 March. 

j. Although h e  v i r t u a l l y  d i s a s s o c i a t e d  himself  from 
events  fo l lowing COL Henderson's o r a l  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
on about 20 March; t h e  evidence sugges t s  t h a t  he was w e l l  
informed w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  involved and may have 
con t r ibu ted  t o  a conspiracy t o  suppress  informat ion  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  

k. There were s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  i n  h i s  test imony be fo re  
t h i s  Inqui ry  where he  may have t e s t i f i e d  f a l s e l y  concerning 
t h a t  which was t o l d  t o  him by LTC Holladay and MAJ Watke and 
what he r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  CG. He repea ted ly  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were t h e  r e s u l t  of having been caught i n  
a "cross-f i r e "  y e t  t h e r e  was no evidence of t h e  ground t roops  
involved having rece ived  any opposi t ion .  



3. COL ORAN K. HENDERSON 

a .  When b r i e f e d  on t h e  concept of  t h e  opera t ion  of  
TF Barker i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  he d i d  n o t  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
p lan  inc luded p rov i s ions  f o r  handl ing ,  sc reen ing ,  and t r e a t -  
ment of noncombatants and refugees .  

b. A f t e r  observing t h e  bodies of noncombatnats i n  and 
around My Lai ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  morning of 16 March, and 
d e s p i t e  h i s  knowledge c h a t  C Company had n o t  encountered 
r e s i s t a n c e ,  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  p reven t  
f u r t h e r  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants by C Company. 

c .  H e  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  medical 
t r ea tment  was provided t o  noncombatants i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  
on 16 March. 

d. A f t e r  C Company had repor ted  k i l l i n g  84 VC i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  by 0840 hours on 16 March, he e i t h e r  p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  i n  o r  condoned t h e  making of f i c t i t i o u s  r e p o r t s  t o  
h i g h e r  headquar ters  and f a l s e  e n t r i e s  i n  o f f i c i a l  records  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  69 VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  a t  
a l o c a t i o n  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

e .  Having observed on 16 March t h a t  many of t h e  
dwell ings and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  My Lai .  ( 4 )  were be ing  
burned i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  p rov i s ions  
of  p e r t i n e n t  d i r e c t i v e s ,  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any e f f e c t i v e  
a c t i o n  t o :  

(1) Stop such d e s t r u c t i o n .  

(2 )  Report t h e  f a c t s  t o  h igher  headquar ters .  

f .  Having observed t h e  bodies  of women and c h i l d r e n  i n  
and around My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March, and a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  
subsequent r e p o r t s  and informat ion  on t h e  same day i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  many a d d i t i o n a l  noncombatants may have been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunship, he f a i l e d  ta. i n i t i a t e :  

(1) An immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine t h e  e x t e n t  
and t h e  causes of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  

(2 )  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t o  
recommend t h a t  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be i n i t i a t e d ,  a s  r equ i red  
by USARV and America1 Divis ion  d i r e c t i v e s .  

( 3 )  A S I R  as r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s .  

g. Having been d i r e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and r e p o r t  t o  
h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  concerning t h e  Thompson Report and 
a f t e r  p e r s o n a l l y  hea r ing  from W01 Thompson, CWO Culverhouse, 
and SP Colburn accounts  of t h e i r  observat ions  of t h e  even t s  
i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  he f a i l e d  t o  make an a p p r o p r i a t e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  t o  determine t h e  t r u t h  of such r e p o r t s .  
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h. Having been d i r e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and r e p o r t  t o  
h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  concerning t h e  r e p o r t  of  W 0 1  Thompson; 
having pe r sona l ly  i n t e r r o g a t e d  Thompson, Culverhouse, and 
Colburn; and having f a i l e d  t o  make a genuine i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of theLr r e p o r t s ,  he: 

(1)Made a s e r i e s  of f a l s e  and misleading r e p o r t s  t o  h i s  
commanding o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t :  

-
(a) H e  had made a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  

Thompson Report.  

(b) He had i n t e r r o g a t e d  a l l  of t h e  commanders and 
many of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  and a v i a t i o n  personne.1 involved.  

( c )  W01 Thompson was t h e  only person he had found who 
had seen anything unusual on 16 March. 

(d )  There was no subs tance  t o  Thompson's a l l e g a t i o n s .  

(2 )  Concealed t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of war crimes. 

i. About mid-April 1968, having rece ived informat ion  
t h a t  (1)t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief had submit ted a r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province Chief a l l e g i n g  t h a t  US f o r c e s  
had k i l l e d  approximately 500  noncombatants i n  Tu Cung and 
Co Luy hamlets  of Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968, and 
(2) VC propaganda b roadcas t s  were s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  U S  f o r c e s  
had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  noncombatants i n  t h e  Son My 
V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968, he: 

(-1) F a i l e d  t o  conduct any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l e -
ga t ions  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  Chief .  

(2)  F a l s e l y  informed t h e  CG, 2d ARVN Di-vision, and 
t h e  Province Chief t h a t  he had p rev ious ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
s i m i l a r  a l l e g a t i o n s  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  16 March opera t ion  
and had found them t o  be  e n t i r e l y  wi thou t  substance.  

j. Having been subsequently d i r e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief and t h e  VC propaganda, and 
t o  submit a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  evidence he  
claimed t o  have c o l l e c t e d  i n  response t o  t h e  Thompson Report, 
and having made no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  such a l l e g a t i o n s ,  he 
submit ted t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  a w r i t t e n  Report of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da ted  24 Apr i l  1968, which was f a l s e  and mis-
lead ing  i n  t h e  fo l lowing p a r t i c u l a r s  : 

(1) While t h e  document purpor ted  t o  be a "Report of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n "  and impl ied  t h a t  he had made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  



i n  response t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief ,  no 
proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was e v e r  conducted. 

(2)  I t  avoided any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Thompson Report.  

(3)  I t  . f a l s e l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  in te rv iews  wi th  t h e  TF 
Barker S3 and t h e  commanders involved revea led  t h a t  a t  no 
t i m e  were c i v i l i a n s  ga thered  t o g e t h e r  and k i l l e d  by US 
s o l d i e r s .  

( 4 )  I t  f a l s e l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  20 noncombatants w e r e  
i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d  by p repara to ry  f i r e s  and i n  t h e  c r o s s  
f i r e s  of US and VC f o r c e s  on 16 March 1968. 

k.  I t  appears  t h a t  i n  conjunct ion  wi th  one o r  more 
members of h i s  command, and poss ib ly  of t h e  Province Advisory 
Team, he conspi red  t o  withhold and suppress  f a c t s  concerning 
t h e  a c t i o n s  of elements of TF Barker on 16 March and 
informat ion  regard ing  t h e  o r i g i n  of  and b a s i s  f o r  a  s t a t ement  
da ted  14 A p r i l  1968 prepared  by CPT Rodriguez. 

1. He gave f a l s e  test imony be fo re  t h e  Inqu i ry  i n  a 
manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  mislead t h i s  Inqu i ry  i n  many p a r t i c u l a r s .  
For example, he t e s t i f i e d  t h a t :  

(1) On 16 March 1968 he  observed t h e  bodies  of  only  6-8 
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  and around My Lai ( -4 ) .  

(2 )  H e  d i r e c t e d  LTC Luper t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  whether any 
a r t i l l e r y  rounds landed on My Lai ( 4 )  and t h a t  LTC Luper 
t h e r e a f t e r  r epor ted  t o  him t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been 
made and had d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  no a r t i l l e r y  had s t r u c k  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

( 3 )  W01 Thompson was t h e  only i n d i v i d u a l  he spoke w i t h  
who had observed anything unusual on 16 March. 

( 4 )  H e  had n o t  been d i r e c t e d  t o  submit h i s  w r i t t e n  
Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  1968, and t h a t  t h e  
Report was prepared and submit ted i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  t o  MG 
K o s t e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  r e p o r t s  and propagarida rece ived  from 
Vietnamese sources .  

(5)  I n  May 1968, MG Koster d i r e c t e d  a formal i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  be conducted and t h a t  he (COL Henderson) d i r e c t e d  LTC 
Barker t o  conduct such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(6)  I n  May 1968, LTC Barker  conducted an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and prepared a formal r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
15-20 w r i t t e n  s t a t ements  of wi tnesses ,  which he (COL Hender- 
son) then  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  Divis ion .  



4 .  COL DEAN E . HUTTER 

a .  He may have t e s t i f i e d  f a l s e l y  be fo re  t h i s  Inqu i ry  
i n  a manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he s t a t e d  he 
had no knowledge of any r e p o r t s  of c i v i l i a n s  be ing k i l l e d  by 
Americans i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968, and t h a t  he had 
n o t  a t t ended  any meet'ing wherein such a  s u b j e c t  was d iscussed.  

b. Having informat ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him of p o s s i b l e  
war crimes and n o t  a s c e r t a i n i n g  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  Oer ta in ing  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and r e p o r t i n g  them through h i s  cha in  of 
command, DSA I C T Z ,  he may havercon t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  suppres- 
s i o n  of informat ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My 
V i l l a g e  on 1 6  March.. 1968. 

5. COL ( then  LTC) ROBERT B. LUPER 

a .  A f t e r  observing t h e  bod ies 'o f  noncombatants i n  and 
around My Lai  ( 4 )  du r ing  . t h e  morning of 16 March 1968, and 
d e s p i t e  h i s  knowledge t h a t  C Company had n o t  encountered 
r e s i s t a n c e ,  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n .  

b. Having observed on 16 March t h a t  many of t h e  
dwell ings and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  w e r e  be ing  
burned i n  y i o l a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  p rov i s ions  of  
p e r t i n e n t  d i r e c t i v e s ,  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  o r  t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  were repor ted  t o  h igher  headquar ters .  

c. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  i n  and around My 
Lai  ( 4 )  a s  a, p o s s i b l e  w a r  crime i n  accordance wi th  MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

d. Having rece ived  a r e p o r t  t h a t  noncombatants had 
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  he f a i l e d ' t o  adv i se  t h e  Div i s ion  
A r t i l l e r y  Commander, and he f a i l e d  e i t h e r  t o  i n i t i a t e  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  o r  t o  recommend t h a t  
such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be i - n i t i a t e d .  

6. COL NELS A. PARSON 

a. Having rece ived  informat ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Son 
My i n c i d e n t I i  he f a i l e d  t o :  

(1) Insure  t h a t  such informat ion  was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
proper  elements  of t h e  Divis ion  s t a f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  S t a f f  
Judge Advocate and t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General.  

(2 )  Take s t e p s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
conducted. 



(3)  Require t h a t  a r e p o r t  o.f suspected  war crimes 

and/or SIR be submit ted t o  I11 MAF, MACV, and USARV. 


( 4 )  I n i t i a t e  a c t i o n  through t h e  Divis ion  A r t i l l e r y  
Commander f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g x t i o n  of an- a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

b. H e  f a i l e d  o f f i c i a l l y  t o  inform LTC Holladay of COL 
Henderson 's o r a l  r e p o r i  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i t s  acceptance 
by t h e  CG. 

c. I n  response t o  an informal  i n q u i r y  from CH &ewis 
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  COL Parson: 

(1) Contr ibuted  t o  t h e  suppress ion  of informat ion  
concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of TF Barker on 16.March 1968 by 
t e l l i n g  CH Lewis t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing conducted 
and t h a t  he should n o t  d i s c u s s  it. 

( 2 )  Took no a c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  su.ch a  proper  i n -  
ves t i g a t i o n  was .being conducted. 

(3)  Took no a c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  informat ion  
he had given CH Lewis was c o r r e c t .  

d. Having knowledge t h a t  (1) some c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  TF Barker ' s  opera t ion  on 16 March 1968, (2 )  GEN 
Young had elated W01 Thompson's complaint t o  t h e  CG, (3 )  
COL Henderson had conducted a  so -ca l l ed  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
( 4 )  MG Koster  had rece ived  and accepted  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  
so -ca l l ed  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  COL Parson may have p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  conspiracy t o  suppress  informat ion  
of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  

e .  Knowing t h a t  t h e  24 A p r i l  1968 Report of  I n v e s t i -
ga t ion  was inadequate ,  he d i d  n o t  i n s u r e  t h a t  a p roper  i .n-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted by i s s u i n g  o rde r s  d e s i g n a t i n g  a  
d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  accordance wi th  ap- 
p r o p r i a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

f .  H e  f a i l e d  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  proper  c o n t r o l  and r e t e n t i o n  
of documents (wi th  t h e  except ion  of those  c l a s s i f i e d  SECRET 
o r  h igher )  such a s  those  r e l a t i n g  Lo t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  

g. ~ a v i n g  knowledge of  (1) t h e  " c l o s e  hold" manner i n  
which informat ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  was be ing  handled,  
( 2 )  t h e  f a c e  t h a t  t h e  CG had n o t  informed t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
of h i s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and ( 3 )  LTC Hol laday 's  
susp ic ions  of a cover-up expressed upon being shown t h e  24 
A p r i l  r e p o r t ,  COL Parson should have been aware t h a t  e f f o r t s  



were being made t o  suppress  informat ion  concerning t h e  i n c i -  
dent .  I f  he  i n  f a c t  had such a susp ic ion ,  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  
i n i t i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  conduct an adequate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n t r i -  
buted t o  t h e  suppress ion  of  informat ion  regarding athe i n c i -  
dent .  

7. LTC FRANK A. BARKER (DECEASED) 

a. He planned, ordered ,  and a c t i v e l y  d i ' r ec ted  t h e  
execution o f  an unlawful opera t ion  aga'inst i n h a b i t e d  hamlets 
which inc luded  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  houses by burning,  k i l l i n g  o f '  
l i v e s t o c k ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops  and o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s ,  
and p o s s i b l y  t h e  c l o s i n g  of w e l l s .  Moreover, he knew t h e r e  were 
noncombatants l i v i n g  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  and, whi le  he d i d  not  
d i r e c t l y  o r d e r  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of  such persons ,  he  may have 
c r e a t e d  a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  minds of some of t h e  u n i t  commanders 
t h a t  t h e y  were au thor ized  t o  k i l l  any persons found t h e r e .  

b. He planned an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  on an inhab i t ed  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e n t  of MACV and 111 MAF r e g u l a t i o n s .  

c. He f a i l e d ,  i n  p repar ing  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  Son My 
opera t ion ,  t o  provide  f o r  t h e  evacuat ion  and safekeeping of 
t h e  noncombatants r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a reas .  

d. H e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  provided t o  t h e  TF 
Barker company commanders f a l s e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
would be  o u t  of  t h e  hamlets  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a rea  by 
0700 hours ,  16 March 1968, and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  only VC and VC 
sympathizers  would be  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  thereby c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of numerous noncombatants on t h a t  da te .  

e .  Having become aware e a r l y  on t h e  morning of 16 March 
t h a t  many noncombatant r e s i d e n t s  of Son My were be ing 
k i l l e d  by C/1-20 I n f ,  he  probably conspi red  wi th  M A J  Calhoun 
and o t h e r s  to :  

(1) Conceal t h e  number o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  
by C/1-20 I n f  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

(2)  Make a f a l s e  r e p o r t  t h a t  69 VC were k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  dur ing  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

f .  He probably conspired wi th  M A J  Calhoun and o t h e r s  
t o  suppress  informat ion  concerning t h e  war crimes committed 
dur ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

g. He f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  suspected  war crimes commit- 
t e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  r equ i red  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 



h. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  dwel l ings  w e r e  burned i n  . 

My Lai ( 4 )  and o t h e r  hamlets by C/1-20 I n f  and B/4-3 I n f  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  p rov i s ions  of  p e r t i n e n t  
d i r e c t i v e s .  

i. He f a i l e d  t o  inc lude  i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  t o  
h igher  headquar ters  t h ~  20-30 noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  of 
which he had knowledge. 

j. He prepared  and submit ted  a  d e l i b e r a t e l y  f a l s e  and 
mis leading combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  cover ing  t h e  16 March 
1968 opera t ion  i n  Son My V i l l a g e .  

k. A s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  commander, he f a i l e d  t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of war crimes a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  him by MAJ 
Watke . 

8. LTC ( then  M A J )  DAVID C. GAVIN 

a .  Having knowledge t h a t  h i s  D i s t r i c t  Advisory Team 
had rece ived (1) informat ion  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Chief r ega rd ing  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  American fo rces  had k i l l e d  
approximately 500 c i v i l i a n s  a t  Tu Cung and Co Luy Hamlets 
of Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968; ( 2 )  informat ion  t h a t  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  Chief had r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
Chief;  and ( 3 )  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  Province Advisory Team 
f o r  f u r t h e r  informat ion  regard ing  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  he: 

(1) Did n o t  t a k e  t h e  necessary s t e p s  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  
himself  wi th  t h e  a v a i l a b l e -  informat ion  o r  t o  s e e  t h a t  a  
proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made through resources  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  him. 

(2 )  May n o t  have f u l l y  informed himself  a s  t o  t h e  
conduct of h i s  command i n  h i s  absence b u t ,  i n  a l l  even t s ,  
f a i l e d  t o  a s s u r e  himself  t h a t  those  mat te r s  d e a l t  wi th  i n  
h i s  absence were adequately handled. 

( 3 )  F a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  h igher  headquar ters  t h e  a l -  
l e g h t i o n s  of a s e r i o u s  war c r i m e  a s  r equ i red  by MACV D i -
r e c t i v e  20-4. 

b. By r e t a i n i n g  unto himself  informat ion  p o s s i b l y  re -
ce ived from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief ,  he may have e f e c t -  
i v e l y  suppressed informat ion  concerning t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  

c. By a c t i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  D i s t r i c t  Advisory Team and i n  
conjunct ion  wi th  t h e  Province Advisory Team and TF Barker ,  
he may have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  conspi racy  t o  wi thold  f a c t s  con-
ce rn ing  t h e  a c t i o n s  of elements of TF Barker on 16 March 1968. 
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d. He may have f a l s e l y  t e s t i f i e d  be fo re  t h i s  I n q u i r y -  
i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he a s s e r t e d  t h a t  
he had no knowledge of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  American fo rces  
had k i l l e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of c i v i l i a n s  i n  Son My V i l -
l a g e  on 16 March 1968. 

9. LTC WILLIAM D. G U I N N ,  J R .  

a.  Having rece ived (1) informat ion  through Census 
Grievance Channels r e g a r d i n ~ t h e  k i l l i n g ' o f  a l a r g e  number 
of- c i v i l i a n s  Zh Tu Cung Hamlet by an American u n i t ;  (2 )  a 
copy of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai Province Chief a l l e g i n g  t h a t  US f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  ap- 
proximately 500 noncombatants i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy Hamlets 
of Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968; ( 3 )  informat ion  from 
t h e  Quang Ngai Province Chief concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ;  and 
( 4 )  informat ion  t h a t  VC propaganda b roadcas t s  were s t r e s s i n g  
t h a t  US f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of noncombatants 
i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968, he: 

(1) F a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  and h i g h e r  head- 
q u a r t e r s  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  a s e r i o u s  war crime a s  r e q u i r e d  
by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

( 2 ) -  F a i l e d  t o  have such informat ion  inc luded i n  t h e  
r e g u l a r  monthly r e p o r t  of t h e  Quang Ngai Province Advisory 
Team. 

b. By h i s  handl ing  of informat ion  which he rece ived  
regard ing  . the  a l l e g a t i o n s  of a  massacre by elements  of TF 
Barker on o r  about 16 March 1968, he e f f e c t i v e l y  s u w r e s s e d  
t h a t  informat ion .  

c.  Having provided c e r t a i n  documents t o  t h e  CO, 
11 th  ~ r i g a d e ,  and i n  conjunct ion  wi th  members of t h e  1 1 t h  . 
~ r i g a d e ,he p o s s i b l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  conspi racy  t o :  

(1) Withhold t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  concerning t h e  a c t i o n s  

of elements  of TF Barker on 16 March 1968. 


(2)  Suppress informat ion  regard ing  t h e  o r i g i n  of and -
b a s i s  f o r  t h e  s t a t ement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968 prepared  by CPT 
Rodriguez. 

d. H e  probably gave f a l s e  test imony be fo re  t h i s  Inqu i ry  
i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he: 

(1) Asserted he had only a l i m i t e d  knowledge regard ing  
t h e  r e p o r t s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  A p r i l  1968 r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
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a c t i o n s  of elements of TF Barker i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on o r  
about 16 March 1968. 

(2) Gave c o n t r a d i c t o r y  test imony wi th  t h a t  previous  l y  
given by him t o  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  In- 
s p e c t o r  General.  

10. LTC JOHN L. HOLLADAY 

a.  Having rece ived  informat ion  t h a t  p o s s i b l e  war crimes 
had been committed, he f a i l e d  t o  in te rv iew o r  o b t a i n  s t a t e -  
ments from any i n d i v i d u a l  wi tnesses  p r i o r  t o  o r  immediately 
fo l lowing h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  BG Young. 

b. He f a i l e d  t o  fol low up on h i s  r e p o r t  t o  BG Young 
t o  determine i f  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been submit ted 
and reviewed and, a s  a consequence, f a i l e d  t o  provide  in -  
formation concerning t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  
t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men of h i s  b a t t a l i o n  who had wi tnessed  t h e  
even t s  a t  Son My. 

c.  Bel ieving t h a t  informat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a p o s s i b l e  
war crime was be ing suppressed ,  he f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of h i g h e r  headquar ters .  

11. CHAPLAIN (LTC) FRANCIS R. LEWIS 

a. Having rece ived  from CH C r e s w e l l  an account of W01 
Thompson's s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  of improper conduct by ele-
ments of TF Barker ,  he f a i l e d  t o  make a  t ime ly  and proper  
r e p o r t  of t h e  mat te r  and t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an adequate 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted. H e  l i m i t e d  h i s  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  d i -  
v i s i o n  headquar ters  t o  informal  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  va r ious  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  

b. Having accepted t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was be ing conducted, and whi le  d i s r e g a r d i n g  any admonition 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  mat te r ,  he s t i l l  avoided a s c e r t a i n i n g  
t h e  r e s u l t s  of  such i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and made no r e p o r t  back t o  
CH C r e s w e l l  concerning t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

12. M A J  CHARLES C. CALHOUN 

a .  P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p lanning of and a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f -  an unlawful opera t ion  by TF Barker a g a i n s t  i n -  
h a b i t e d  hamlets which inc luded d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses by burn- 
i n g ,  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops and f o o d s t u f f s  



and poss ib ly  t h e  c l o s i n g  of w e l l s .  Moreover, knowing t h a t  
t h e r e  were noncombatants l i v i n g  i n  t h e  hamlets ,  and by i n d i -  
c a t i n g  t h a t  only VC and VC sympathizers were l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  
he may have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants. 

b. H e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p lanning an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
on an i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e  wi th  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e n t  of MACV and. 111 MAF 
r e g u l a t i o n s .  

c. A s  TI? Barker S3, he f a i l e d  i n  p repar ing  t h e  p l a n s  
f o r  t h e  Son My opera t ion  t o  provide f o r  t h e ' e v a c u a t i o n  and 
safekeeping of t h e  noncombatants r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a s . 

d. Having become aware e a r l y  on t h e  morning of 16 March 
1968 t h a t  many noncombatant r e s i d e n t s  of Son My were be ing 
k i l l e d  by C/1-20 I n f ,  he may have conspi red  wi th  LTC Barker 
and probably o t h e r s  t o : 

(1) Conceal t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  
by C/1-20 I n f  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

(2)  Make a f a l s e  r e p o r t  t h a t  69 VC were k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  dur ing  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

e. He may have conspi red  w i t h  LTC Barker and probably 
o t h e r s  t o  suppress informat ion  concerning t h e  war crimes com-
m i t t e d . d u r i n g  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

f .  H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  dwell ings were burned i n  
My Lai ( 4 )  and o t h e r  hamlets by C/1-20 I n f  and B/4-3 I n f  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of  d i r e c t i v e s .  

g. He f a i l e d  t o  inc lude  i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  t o  
h igher  headquar ters  t h e  20-30 noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  of 
which he had knowledge. 

h. He f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  suspected  war crimes com-
mi t t ed  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  a s  r equ i red  by ~ C D i r e c t i v e  20-4. V 

i. H e  probably gave f a l s e  test imony be fo re  t h i s  Inqui ry  
i n  a manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he s t a t e d  t h a t :  

(1) The company commanders were no t  t o l d  t o  burn t h e  
v i l l a g e s  and des t roy  l i v e s t o c k .  

(2)  COL Henderson's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerned only t h e  
k i l l i n g  of one c i v i l i a n .  



(3)  H e  r e c a l l e d  nothing unusual about  t h e  r a d i o  t r a n s -  
missions monitored i n  t h e  TF Barker TOC on t h e  morning of  
16 March 1968. 

( 4 )  To h i s  knowledge, t h e  only rumor of s u s p i c i o u s  
a c t i v i t y  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  was t h a t  a p i l o t  had seen  an American 
shoo t  one Vietnamese. 

(5)  There was an' a c t u a l  count  of  128 VC K I A  dur ing  
t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  v e r i f i e d  by someone 
i n  TF Barker a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  o r  touching each body. 

(6 )  He never  heard of ~ o ~ f r o n t a t i o na between a  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  c r e w  and members of C/1-20 I n f .  

13. MAJ ROBERT W. MC KNIGHT 

a .  He d i d  n o t  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  
f o r  t h e  Son My opera t ion  inc luded p rov i s ions  f o r  t h e  hand- 
l i n g ,  sc reen ing ,  and t r ea tment  of  noncombatants and refu-  
gees.  

b. A f t e r  observing t h e  bodies of  noncombatants i n  and 
around My Lai ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  morning of 16 March 1968, and 
d e s p i t e  h i s  knowledge t h a t  C Company had n o t  encountered 
r e s i s t a n c e ,  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n .  

c. Having observed on 16 March t h a t  many of  t h e  
dwell ings and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  w e r e  be ing  
burned i n  v i o l a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
of p e r t i n e n t  d i r e c t i v e s ,  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  any e f f e c t i v e  
a c t i o n  t o :  

(1) Stop t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

( 2 )  Recommend t o  h i s  commander t h a t  t h e  burning should 
be stopped. 

(3 )  Report t h e  f a c t s  t o  h i g h e r  headquar ters .  

d. H e  f a i l e d  tt t a k e  any a c t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  medical 
t r ea tment  w a s  provided t o  noncombatants i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  
on 16 March. 

e. A f t e r  C Company had r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  84 VC i n  My 
Lai ( 4 )  by 0840 hours on 16 March, he e i t h e r  p a r t i c i -  
p a t e a  i n  o r  condoned t h e  making of  f i c t i t i o u s  r e p o r t s  t o  
h igher  headquar ters  and f a l s e  e n t r i e s  i n  o f f i c i a l  records  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  69 VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  a t  a 
l o c a t i o n  n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 



f .  Having rece ived a r e p o r t  t h a t  noncombatants had been 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  he f a i l e d  t o  recommend t o  h i s  commander 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  be i n i t i a t e d  , a s  requ i red  by USARV and America1 Divis ion  d i r e c t i v e s .  

g. He f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants 
i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  a p o s s i b l e  war crime a s  r equ i red  
by MACV Directive 20-4. 

h e  I n  conjunct ion  wi th  COL Henderson and p o s s i b l y  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  Province Advisory Team, he  may have conspi red  t o  
withhold and suppress f a c t s  concerning t h e  a c t i o n s  of elements  
of TF Barker on 16 March 1968 and informat ion  regard ing  t h e  
o r i g i n  of and b a s i s  f o r  a - s t a t ement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968 pre- 
pared by CPT Rodriguez. 

i. He 'may have given f a l s e  testimony be fo re  t h e  Inqui ry  
i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  : 

(1) On 16 March 1968 he observed only 5 bodies i n  and 
around My Lai ( 4 )  . 

(2 )  H e  had no knowledge concerning war crimes and vio- 
l a t i o n s  of r e g u l a t i o n s  committed by TF Barker on 16 March 1968. 

( 3 )  H e  had never  heard  any r e p o r t  of 69 VC be ing  

k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  


( 4 )  H e  d i d  n o t  know who had prepared  I n c l o s u r e  1 t o  

Exh ib i t  R-1. 


14. MAJ FREDERIC W. WATKE 

a. H e  gave mis leading test imony be fo re  t h e  Inqu i ry  i n  

t h a t  he wi thheld  d e t a i l s  and provided informat ion  t h a t  was 

no t  completely a c c u r a t e  o r  f a c t u a l .  


b. Having rece ived  r e l i a b l e  informat ion  of  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
commission of war crimes on 16 March 1968 and, by h i s  own 
test imony,  be ing of t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  ground commander con-
cerned (LTC Barker)  had n o t  taken adequate a c t i o n ,  he f a i l e d  
t o  pursue t h e  m a t t e r  b y ' e i t h e r  a e r i a l  reconnaissance of t h e  
a r e a  o r  by o b t a i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  evidence from t h o s e  m e m b e r s  
of h i s  u n i t  who had observed t h e  p o s s i b l e  war c r i m e s .  

c. Having been appr i sed  of p o s s i b l e  war crimes by mein- 
b e r s  of h i s  command and having r e p o r t e d  t h i s  through t h e  
chain  of  command, he f a i l e d  t o  fol low through t o  keep himself  



and t h e  members of h i s  u n i t  informed a s  t o  t h e  p rogress  and 
r e s u l t s  of t h e  subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

d. Bel ieving t h a t  informat ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a p o s s i b l e  
war c r i m e  was be ing suppressed he f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  mat-
ter  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of h igher  headquar ters .  

15.  CPT ( then  ILT) KENNETH W. BOATMAN 

a.  Having wi tnessed ,  according t o  h i s  own test imony,  
t h e  k i l l i n g s  of 8 VC s u s p e c t s  by RVN Nat iona l  P o l i c e  on 16 
March 1968 and recogniz ing  t h a t  it was a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  
law of war, he d i d  n o t  a t tempt  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  and d i d  
n o t  r e p o r t  them t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  a s  r e q u i r e d  by 
MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

b. H e  observed t h e  burning of subhamlets Co Lay (1), 
Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  and Co Lay (3)  by B/4-3 I n f  on 17 March 1968 
b u t  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  p roper ty  
t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r .  

16 . REV. ( t h e n  CPT , CH) CARL E . CRESWELL 

a .  Having rece ived  from W01 Thompson ser ious .  a l l e g a t i o n s  
of improper conduct by elements of TF Barker ,  he f a i l e d  t o  
r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  (Divis ion  A r t i l -
l e r y  Commander) o r  t o  t h e  S J A ,  o r  t h e  I G .  

b. Af te r  he repor ted  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  CH Lewis and r e -  
ce ived no s a t i s f a c t o r y  response ,  he took no e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  
t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a  p roper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be conducted. 

17. CPT ( then  1LT) DENNIS H .  JOHNSON 

a. During t h e  morning of 16 March 1968, he observed 
numerous k i l l i n g s  i n  and around My Lai ( 4 )  and, even though 
a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  he was s p e c i f i c a l l y  charged by 
MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 t o  r e p o r t  such cr imes,  he f a i l e d  t o  re-
p o r t  them t o  anyone i n  a u t h o r i t y .  

b. H e  w a s  asked by h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  SSG Minh (ARVN) , 
t o  i n t e r c e d e  wi th  CPT Medina concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of  women 
and c h i l d r e n  and, subsequent ly ,  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  war crimes 
which they had observed t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r ,  CPT 
Labr io la ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  do so.  



zDespi te  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  
he a i l e d  t o  t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
domen, c h i l d r e n ,  and o t h e r  noncombatants. 

d. Having knowledge t h a t  4 o r  5 VC s u s p e c t s  had been 
k i l l e d  by t h e  RVN Nat ional  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n  of Companies B and C, he d i d  no t  r e p o r t  such in -  
formation t o  any of h i s  s u p e r i o r s .  

e. On t h e  a f t e rnoon  o r  e a r l y  evening of 16 March 1968, 
he may ,have l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  wi thout  a u t h o r i t y  by d e p a r t i n g  
from t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  positio-n of B and C Companies and 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e  wi th  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

f .  H e  may have given f a l s e  test imony t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  
i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he s t a t e d  t h a t :  

(1 ) .  H e  provided informat ion  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 16 
March 1968 t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r ,  CPT Labr io la .  

( 2 )  SSG Minh and he re tu rned  t o  Duc Pho t h e  evening 
of 16 March 1968. 

18. CPT EUGENE M. KOTOUC 

a.  Pa r t ' i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  p lanning of and t h e  i s suance  
of o r d e r s  f o r  an unlawful opera t ion  by TF Barker a g a i n s t  in-  
h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e s  which inc luded d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses by burning,  
k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  crops  ana  Foo~s tuTFs ,  
and p o s s i b l y  t h e  cl-osing of  w e l l s .  Moreover knowing t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  noncombatants l i v i n g  i n  t h e  hamlets ,  and i n d i c a t i n c  
t h a t  only VC and VC sympathizers were l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  he may 
have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants. 

b.  H e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  provided t o  t h e  TF 
Barker company commanders f a l s e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
would be o u t  of t h e  hamlets  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  by 0700 
hours ,  16 March 1968, thereby c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of numerous noncombatants on t h a t  d a t e .  

c. H e  became aware e a r l y  on t h e  morning of 16 March 
t h a t  many noncombatant Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 )  
were being k i l l e d  by C/1-20 I n f .  H e  may have conspi red  wi th  
LTC Barker and probably o t h e r s  t o :  

(1) Conceal t h e  number of noncombatants k i l l e d  by C/1-20 
In f  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 



(2 )  Make a f a l s e  r e p o r t  t h a t  69 VC w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t -
i l l e r y  f i r e  dur ing  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

d. H e  may have conspi red  wi th  LTC Barker and probably o th-  
ers t o  suppress informat ion  concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of  noncom-
b a t a n t s  dur ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

e. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants 
i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  war crime a s  r e q u i r e d  
by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

f .  H e  au thor ized  t h e  k i l l i n g  of a t  l e a s t  one VC sus-
p e c t  by members of t h e  RVN Nat ional  p o l i c e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of 
MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

H e  committed an aggravated a s s a u l t  by repea ted ly  g:s t r i k l n g  a  VC suspec t  on t h e  back of  t h e  hand wi th  t h e  d u l l  
edge of a  k n i f e .  

h. H e  committed t h e  o f f e n s e  of maiming by c u t t i n g  o f f  
t h e  f i n g e r  of a VC s u s p e c t  wi th  a  k n i f e  dur ing  t h e  s u s p e c t ' s  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  

i. H e  may have given f a l s e  testimony be fo re  t h i s  In-  
q u i r y  i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he  s t a t e d  
t h a t  : 

(1) The i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  had been 
t o l d  t o .  l eave  t h e  a r e a  and go t o  Quang Ngai. 

( 2 )  The p lan  of  t h e  Son My opera t ion  c a l l e d  f o r  mov- 
i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  found i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  Quang Ngai. 

( 3 )  The RVN Nat ional  P o l i c e  whi le  i n  suppor t  o f  TF 
Barker on 17 March 1968 w e r e  no t  under US c o n t r o l .  

19. CPT ERNEST L. MEDINA 

a.  He informed t h e  men of C/1-20 I n f  t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  hamlets  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  would 
be gone t o  market by 0700, 16 March 1968, and t h a t  any who 
remained would be VC o r  VC sympathizers .  This  caused many 
of  t h e  men i n  C/1-20 In f  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  they  would f i n d  only  
armed enemy i n  t h e  hamlets and d i r e c t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of noncombatants which followed. 

b. H e  planned, ordered ,  and superv i sed  t h e  execut ion  
by h i s  company of  an unlawful opera t ion  a g a i n s t  i n h a b i t e d  
hamlets i n  Son My.Village which inc luded t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of houses by b u r n h g ,  k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t -  



ion  of crops  and o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s ,  and t h e  c l o s i n g  of w e l l s ;  
and irnpliedly d i r e c t e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  of any persons found t h e r e .  

c. There is  evidence t h a t  he p o s s i b l y  k i l l e d  a s  many 
a s  t h r e e  noncombatants i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

d. He probably conspi red  w i t h  LTC Barker and o t h e r s  
t o  suppress informat ion  concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncom-
b a t a n t s  dur ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

e. H e  a c t i v e l y  suppressed informat ion  concerning t h e  
k i l l i n g  of noncombatants i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March 1968 by: 

(1) T e l l i n g  t h e  men of C/1-20 I n f  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  
what happened i n  Son My V i l l a g e  on 16 March. 

(2 )  Advising a t  l e a s t  one member of  h i s  company no t  
t o  w r i t e  t o  h i s  Congressman. 

( 3 )  Giving f a l s e  r e p o r t s  a s  t o  t h e  number of noncom-
b a t a n t s  k i l l e d  by t h e  men of C/1-20 I n f  and t h e  cause of  dea th .  

f .  H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  i n  and around My 
Lai ( 4 )  a s  a p o s s i b l e  war c r i m e  a s  r e q u i r e d  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4. 

g. I f  he i n  f a c t  be l i eved  t h a t  20-28 c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunship f i r e ,  he f a i l e d  
t o  r e q u e s t  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

h. . H e  o b s t r u c t e d  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  My Lai (4 )  by o b j e c t i n g  t o  o r d e r s  t o  r e t u r n  C/1-20 I n f  t o  
t h e  hamlet f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

i. He f a i l e d  t o  prevent  t h e  k i l l i n g  of VC s u s p e c t s  by 
t h e  RVN Nat ional  P o l i c e  on 16 March 1968 and subsequently 
f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e s e  k i l l i n g s  a s  r equ i red  i n  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4. 

j. H e  p e r s o n a l l y  m i s t r e a t e d  a VC s u s p e c t  dur ing  an i n -
t e r r o g a t i o n  on 17 March 1968 by s t r i k i n g  him on t h e  head and 
repea ted ly  f i r i n g  an M-16 c l o s e  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  head t o  
induce him t o  t a l k .  

k. H e  f a i l e d  t o  determine t h e  cause  of death  of t h e  
20-24 people whose bodies he admit ted s e e i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  
l ead ing  sou th  from My Lai ( 4 )  . 

1. H e  gave f a l s e  testimony be fo re  t h i s  Inqu i ry  i n  a 
manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he s t a t e d  t h a t :  



(1) He d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies o r  wounded a s  he moved 
w i t h i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

(2 )  Only 20 t o  28 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by C/1-20 I n f  
i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 ) on 16 March 19 6 8 . 

(3 )  H e  ques t ioned h i s  p la toon l e a d e r s  about k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

20. CPT EARL R. MICHLES (DECEASED) 

a.  During t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March 1968, he made a 
f a l s e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no women and c h i l d r e n  inc luded 
i n  t h e  previous r e p o r t s  of 38 VC K I A .  

b. Poss ib ly  having knowledge of war crimes committed 
i n  My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968, he f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  them a s  
r e q u i r e d  by MACV Directive 20-4. 

c.  H e  f a i l e d  t o  p reven t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of VC s u s p e c t s  by 
t h e  RVN Nat ional  P o l i c e  on 16 March 1968 and f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  
t h e s e  k i b l i n g s  a s  r equ i red  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

d. On 17 March 1968, he ordered  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
subhamlets Co Lay (1), Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  and Co Lay ( 3 )  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of r e g u l a t i o n s .  

e. During t h e  morning of 19 March 1968, he pe rmi t t ed  
VC suspec t s  t o  be  s e v e r e l y  beaten  and s ,ubjected t o  e l e c t r i c a l  
shocks adminis tered  t o  t h e i r  bodies .  

21. MR. ( then  CPT) DENNIS R. VAZQUEZ 

a .  While s e r v i n g  a s  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  wi th  TF 
Barker  on 16 March 1968, he i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  a d j u s t e d  an a r -
t i l l e r y  concentrat i ,on on to  t h e  populated hamlet of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

b. Although he f e l t  t h e  r e p o r t  of 69 VC K I A  by a r t i l -
l e r y  might have been t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  rounds f a l l i n g  i n  My 
Lai ( 4 ) ,  he: 

(1) Made no a t tempt  t o  determine whether o r  n o t  c iv -
i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  

( 2 )  F a i l e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t -  
i g a t i o n  i n  accordance wi th  USARV and America1 Divis ion  A r t i l -
l e r y  Regulat ions.  



c. H e  may have given f a l s e  test imony be fo re  t h i s  In-
q u i r y  i n  a manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be mis leading when he s t a t e d  
t h a t  he rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t  from LT Roger Alaux of 69 casu-
a l t i e s  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  which t h e  l a t t e r  denied.  

22. CPT ( then  1LT) THOMAS K .  WILLINGHAM 

a. During t h e  morning of 16 March 1968, he d i r e c t e d  
t h e  p l a c i n g  of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  inhabf ted  sub- 
hamlet of My Khe ( 4 ) .  

b. He pe rmi t t ed  h i s  men t o  f i r e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  i n t o  
and de tona te  exp los ives  i n  dwell ings and s h e l t e r s  a t  My Khe ( 4 )  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  dea th  of a t  l e a s t  15 t o  20 women and ch i ld -  
r en .  

c. Having knowledge dur ing  t h e  morning of 16 March 1968 
t h a t  t h e  major i ty  of those  k i l l e d  were noncombatants (women 
and c h i l d r e n ) ,  apparen t ly  he submit ted t h r e e  subsequent r e -
p o r t s  t o  h i s  company commander i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  12 ,  18 and 8 
VC r e s p e c t i v e l y  had been k i l l e d .  

d. He f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants 
i n  and around My Khe ( 4 )  a s  p o s s i b l e  war crimes a s  r equ i red  
by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

e. H e  gave f a l s e  test imony be fo re  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
t h e  I n s p e c t o r  Genera l ' s  o f f i c e  i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be 
mis leading p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  number of Vietnmese c a s u a l t i e s  
counted i n  My Khe ( 4 )  on 16 March 68, and t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  
enemy r e s i s t a n c e  encountered dur ing  t h e  opera t ion .  

23. 1LT ( t h e n  2LT) WILLIAM L. CALLEY 

a.  H e  ordered  t h e  execut ion  by h i s  p la toon  of  an un- 
l awfu l  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  i n h a b i t e d  hamlets  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  
which inc luded t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses by burning,  k i l l i n g  
of l i v e s t o c k ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops a n d ' o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s ,  
and t h e  c l o s i n g  of w e l l s ;  and express ly  ordered  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of persons  found t h e r e .  

b. He d i r e c t e d  and supervised  t h e  men of h i s  p la toon  
i n  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  k i l l i n g  of many noncombatants i n  and a-
round My Lai  ( 4 ) ,. 

c. H e  p e r s o n a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  of some 
noncombatants i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 ) .  



d. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of  noncombatants 
i n  and around My Lai  (4)  as a p o s s i b l e  war c r i m e  a s  r e q u i r e d  
by MACV Directive 20-4. 

24. MR. ( then  1LT) ROGER L. ALAUX, J R .  

a .  Having knowledge of war crimes committed i n  and 
around My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  'he f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  them 3s r e q u i r e d  by 
MACV Directive 20-4. 

b. Having wi tnessed  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of 4 o r  5 VC s u s p e c t s  
by RVN Nat ional  P o l i c e  on 16 March 1968 and recogniz ing  t h a t  
it w a s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  law of war, he d i d  n o t  a t t empt  t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  a n d . d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  them t o  h i s  commanding 
o f f i c e r  a s  r equ i red  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

25. 2LT STETEN K .  BROOKS (DECEASED) 

a. H e  ordered  t h e  execut ion  by h i s  p la toon of  an un-
lawfu l  opera t ion  a g a i n s t  i n h a b i t e d  hamlets  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  
which inc luded t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses by burning,  k i l l i n g  
of  l i v e s t o c k ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops  and o t h e r  food- 
s t u f f ,  and t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  w e l l s ;  and express ly  o r  impl i -
e d l y  ordered t h e  k i l l i n g  of persons found t h e r e .  

b. He d i r e c t e d  and superv i sed  t h e  men of  h i s  p la toon  
i n  t h e  sys temat ic  k i l l i n g  of a t  l e a s t  60-70 noncombatants i n  
t h e  subhamlets of  My Lai  ( 4 )  and Binh Tay. 

c.  Although he knew t h a t  a number of h i s  men h a b i t u a l l y  
raped Vietnamese women i n  v i l l a g e s  dur ing  o p e r a t i o n s ,  on 16 
March 1968, he obseryed,  d i d  n o t  p reven t ,  and f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  
s e v e r a l  rapes  by members of h i s  p la toon whi le  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  
and Binh Tay on 16 March. 

d. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants 
i n  and around My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  a p o s s i b l e  war crime a s  r e q u i r e d  
by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

26. MR. ( then  2LT) JEFFREY U .  LA CROSS 

a .  H e  ordered  t h e  execut ion  by h i s  p la toon  of an un-
lawfu l  opera t ion  a g a i n s t  i n h a b i t e d  hamlets i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  
which inc luded khe d e s t r u c t i o n  of houses by burning,  k i l l i n g  
of  l i v e s t o c k ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops and o t h e r  f o o d s t u f f s ,  
and t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  w e l l s ;  and express ly  o r  impl iedly  or-
dered  t h e  k i l l i n g  of persons  found t h e r e .  



b. H e  d i r e c t e d  and supervised  t h e  men of h i s  p la toon  
i n  t h e  sys temat ic  k i l l i n g  of many noncombatants i n  and around 
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

c. It  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he k i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  one noncom- 

b a t a n t  female nea r  My Lai ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  


d. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a VC suspec t  had been beaten  
and maimed dur ing  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  MACV D i r -
e c t i v e  20-4. 

e. He f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants i n  
and around My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  a  . p o s s i b l e  war crime a s  r e q u i r e d  by 
M A C V , - D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

. 27. 2LT MICHAEL L. LEWIS (DECEASED) 

Having wi tnessed  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  subhamlets Co 
Lay ( 4 )  , Co Lay (2 ), and Co Lay ( 3 )  dur ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 
17 March 1.968, he f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e , d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  
p roper ty  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  p rov i s ions  of 
p e r t i n e n t  d i r e c t i v e s .  

28. MR. ( then  1LT) JOHN E .  MUNDY 

Having wi tnessed  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  subhamlets Co 
Lay ( I ) , Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  and Co Lay (3 )  dur ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 
17 March 1968, he  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  
p roper ty  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  p rov i s ions  
of p e r t i n e n t  d i r e c t i v e s .  

29. .MR. ( t h e n  SGT) RONALD L. HAEBERLE 

a .  H e  made no a t tempt  t o  s t o p  any of t h e  a c t s  he w i t -
nessed on 16 March 1968 d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  such a c t s  v i o l a t e d  
t h e  law of  w a r .  

b. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants 
i n  and around My Lai  (4)  a s  r e q u i r e d  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

c. H e  wi thheld  and suppressed .photographic evidence 

of war crimes i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 


d. H e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  crimes he had wi tnessed  t o  
CPT Medina; t h e  TF Commander, LTC Frank A. Barker; o r  t o  h i s  
s u p e r i o r s ,  LT John W.  Moody, LT Arthur J. Dunn, Jr., o r  SGT 
John Stonich .  



e. H e  may have wrongful ly appropr ia ted  and d isposed of photo- 
graphs taken a s  an Army photographer on an ass igned opera t ion-  
a l  mission i n  suppor t  of a combat u n i t .  

30. MR. ( then  SP5) J A Y  ROBERTS 

a .  A s  s t a t e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  Inqu i ry ,  dur ing  t h e  morning 
of 16 March 1968 whi le  i n  suppor t  of C/1-20 I n f ,  he:  

(1) Made no a t t empt  t o  s t o p  any of  t h e  a c t s  he  w i t -
nessed d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  such a c t s  vio-  
l a t e d  t h e  law of v a r .  

( 2 )  F a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants 
i n  and around My Lai ( 4 )  a s  r equ i red  by MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

(3)  F a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  crimes he had wi tnessed  t o  
CPT Medina; t h e  TF Commander, LTC Frank A. Barker; o r  t o  h i s  
s u p e r i o r s ,  LT John W.  Moody, LT Arthur J. Dunn, o r  SGT John 
S ton ich .  

b. He subsequently prepared  an a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  b r igade  
newspapers which omit ted  a l l  mention of t h e  war crimes he had 
observed and gave a f a l s e  and mis leading account of  t h e  Task 
Force Barker opera t ion .  



Annex A 

PEERS INQUIRY ORGANIZATION AND PROC EDU RES 

1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTION 

A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  Chapter 1, t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Army on 26 November 1969 d i r e c t e d  Lieu- 
t e n a n t  General William R. Pee r s ,  Chief ,  Of f i ce  of Reserve Com- 
ponents ,  Headquarters ,  Department of  t h e  Army, t o  conduct t h e  
Inqui ry  which i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  r e p o r t  ( I n c l o s u r e  1, chap 1). 
M r .  Bland West, A s s i s t a n t  General Counsel, Department of t h e  Army, 
was des igna ted  a s  General Pee r s '  deputy by t h e  same d i r e c t i v e .  

LTC James H .  Breen, Off ice ,  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  M i l i -
t a r y  Operat ions was s e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  
and t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  requ i red  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s -  
t i c a l  suppor t ,  and COL Joseph R. ~ r a n k l i nwas s e l e c t e d  t o  super- 
v i s e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  func t ions  of  t h e  Inqu i ry .  

By a message da ted  9 December 1969, t h e  Chief of S t a f f  r e -
ques ted  a l l  agencies  of t h e  Department of t h e  Army t o  provide  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  General Peers  and members of h i s  team a s  r equ i red  
( I n c l o s u r e  5 ) .  I n  t h i s  same message, i t  w i l l  be noted ,  t h e  
Inqui ry  was given t h e  formal t i t l e ,  "The Department of t h e  Army 
Review of  t h e  Pre l iminary  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  I n t o  t h e  My Lai I n c i -
den t"  and t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  of "Peers  Inqu i ry" .  

2 .  SPECIAL CIVILIAN COUNSEL 

On 30 November 1969, General Peers  addressed a memorandum t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  a " d i s t i n g u i s h e d  j u r i s t  of impeccable i n t e g r i t y "  
be des ignated  t o  se rve  a s  h i s  l e g a l  counsel  ( I n c l o s u r e  4 ,  chap 1).  
In  response,  t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army obta ined t h e  s e r v i c e s  of 
two d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a t t o r n e y s  engaged i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  
Ci ty  of New York, M r .  Robert MacCrate and M r .  Jerome K .  Walsh, J r . ,  
t o  s e r v e  a s  General P e e r s '  S p e c i a l  Counsel and Associa te  S p e c i a l  
Counsel r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Both se rved  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  throughout 
t h e  Inqu i ry ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f u l l y  i n  a l l  major a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n -
c lud ing  t h e  t r i p  t o  Vietnam. 



3 .  ORGANIZATION AND RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Off ice  space f o r  t h e  Inqu i ry  was made a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Army 
Operat ions Center  (AOC) , Pentagon, and t h e  i n i t i a l  meeting of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team was h e l d  on 2 8  November 1969. The f o l -  
lowing key d e c i s i o n s  w e r e  made : 

a .  AR 15-6 would be used a s  a genera l  guide f o r  t h e  pro- 
ceedings of t h e  Inqu i ry ,  wi th  t h e  understanding t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  mission would r e q u i r e  l i b e r a l  except ions  t o  its provi -
s i o n s .  

b. Witnesses would be c a l l e d  t o  Washington f o r  i n t e r r o g a -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e .  

c. I n t e r r o g a t i o n  of wi tnesses  i n  Washington would b'egin on 
2 December 1969. 

d. A t r i p  t o  Vietnam would be  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of  t h e  
Inqui ry .  

e. The r e p o r t  submit ted  by General Peers  would b e  c l a s s i -  
f i e d  " c o n f i d e n t i a l . "  Witnesses would be t o l d  t h a t  t h e i r  t e s -  
timony would be s o  c l a s s i f i e d ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i t  
would be r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

f .  The Inquiry  would be conducted a s  s p e e d i l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  
cons i s  t e n t  wi th  thoroughness.  

Tasks were ass igned  and performed on an -- i n i -ad hoc b a s i s  
t i a l l y .  When t h e  f u l l  scope of t h e  Inqui ry  became apparen t ,  a 
formal o rgan iza t ion  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( I n c l o s u r e  1) and t h e  
s t a f f  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  augmented. 

Addi t ional  d e t a i l s  a s  t o  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  Inqu i ry  
are provided i n  subsequent  paragraphs d e s c r i b i n g  va r ious  func-
t i o n s .  

4.  PERSONNEL 

The o r i g i n a l  members of t h e  team w e r e :  

LTG William R. Peers  

M r .  Bland West, OGC, Deputy 

LTC James H. Breen, ODCSOPS, Executive O f f i c e r  

COL W. V. Wilson, O T I G  

COL R. W .  M i l l e r ,  OTJAG 

MAJ E .  F. Zychowski, OTPMG 

M r .  R. E .  Montgomery, Jr . ,  OGC 




M r .  James S .  Stokes,  111, OGC, r ep laced  M r .  Montgomery on 
29 November 1969 and served b r i e f l y  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of 
t h e  Inqui ry .  

M r .  MacCrate and M r .  Walsh joined t h e  team on 5 December 

1969. 


A s  t h e  opera t ions  and func t ions  of t h e  team progressed ,  
a d d i t i o n a l  personnel  requirements  r a p i d l y  developed u n t i l  t h e  
team reached i t s  maximum s t r e n g t h  of 32 o f f i c e r s ,  4 4  e n l i s t e d  
men, and 10 c i v i l i a n s  ( Inc losure  2 ,  r o s t e r ;  I n c l o s u r e s  3 and 
4 ,  photographs) .  

The o f f i c e r s  s e r v i n g  wi th  t h e  Reers Inqu i ry  were, f o r  t h e  
most p a r t ,  s e l e c t e d  from agencies  and commands i n  t h e  Washing- 
t o n  a rea .  Due t o  t h e  unusual personnel  requirements  of t h e  
Inqu i ry  (e .g . ,  many c o u r t  r e p o r t e r s  and Magnetic Tape /Se lec t r i c  
Typewriter (MTST) o p e r a t o r s )  , it was necessary t o  levy upon 
agencies o u t s i d e  t h e  Washington a r e a  f o r  a  cons ide rab le  number 
of e n l i s t e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  . 

5. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 

A l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  func t ions  (pe r sonne l ,  s e c u r i t y ,  f i l i n g ,  
correspondence, e t c .  ) and l o g i s  t i c  func t ions  (of  £ i c e  space and 
s u p p l i e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and housing of wi tnesses ,  e t c . )  w e r e  
supervised  and coordinated  by t h e  Executive O f f i c e r  and a s t a f f  
of four  a s s i s t a n t s .  With r e s p e c t  t o  s e c u r i t y ,  MAJ Edward F. 
Zychowski conducted necessary i n s p e c t i o n s  and i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  
The Excutive O f f i c e r  a l s o  supervised  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  re-
p o r t e r s  and t a p e  o p e r a t o r s .  

Ear ly  i n  t h e  Inqu i ry  t h e  Son My Army S t a f f  Monitor Group 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Of f i ce  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  General 
S t a f f  and a  major p o r t i o n  of t h e  I n q u i r y ' s  r o u t i n e  adminis t ra-  
t i o n  and s t a f f i n g  was t h e r e a f t e r  handled by t h a t  o f f i c e .  

The Inqu i ry  was p h y s i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  a s u i t e  of  o f f i c e s  
i n  t h e  AOC, i n  a r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a  of t h e  Pentagon. This  s i m -
p l i f i e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of s e c u r i t y  measures and provided 
ready access  t o  optimum communications, g raph ics ,  and reproduc- 
t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  However, l i m i t e d  space w i t h i n  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  
r equ i red  t h a t  many func t ions  of t h e  Inqu i ry  be performed i n  t e n  
o f f i c e s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  AOC. 

The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c s  func t ions  of  t h e  ~ n q u i r y  
w e r e  performed by t h e  fo l lowing persons :  

LTC James H .  Breen, Executive O f f i c e r  
SP6 John R.  S t remik i s ,  Stenographer/Administrative NCO 



PFC Thomas R. Broderick,  Clerk T y p i s t  

PV2 William H .  Wanlund, Clerk T y p i s t  

M r s .  R i t a  C o l l i n s ,  Stenographer 

M r s .  Maureen Marshal l ,  -Stenographer 

Mrs. Dorothy Staron,  Stenographer 

M i s s  June Roth, Stenographer 


6. PRODUCTION OF TESTIMONXAL EVIDENCE 

a. I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Teams. I n j t i a l l y  t h e  Inqu i ry  funct ioned 
wi th  one i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team cha i red  by General Peers .  The 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  w e r e  continued whi le  General Peers  and o t h e r  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  Inqui ry  were i n  Vietnam (26 Dec 1969 - 8 Jan  1970) 
by a  panel  headed by M r .  W e s t  which heard only test imony con-
ce rn ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Company C ,  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  20th Infan-  
t r y  ( C / l - 2 0  I n f )  dur ing  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  Two i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
teams funct ioned i n  Vietnam, one headed by General Peers  and t h e  
o t h e r  by M r .  Walsh (see p a r a  9 below).  

Upon t h e  r e t u r n  of  t h e  p a r t y  from Vietnam, t h r e e  i n t e r r o g a -  
t i o n  teams were formed. Team A,  headed by General Peers  and 
wi th  M r .  MacCrate a s  a  p r i n c i p a l ,  had genera l  coverage, b u t  
p r i m a r i l y  took test imony b e a r i n g  upon t h e  adequacy o f  t h e  pre-  
l iminary  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  and whether 
t h e r e  had been a "cover-up." Team B ,  headed by M r .  W e s t  and 
wi th  COL Frank l in  and LTC P a t t e r s o n  a s  p r i n c i p a l s  took a d d i t i o n a l  
test imony on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  C/1-20 I n f  dur ing  t h e  Son My 
o p e r a t i o n  and a l s o  i n t e r r o g a t e d  p i l o t s  and crews of suppor t ing  
h e l i c o p t e r s .  Team C, headed by COL Wilson and wi th  M r .  Walsh 
a s  a  p r i n c i p a l ,  focused on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Company B ,  4 th  
B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y  (B/4-3 I n f )  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion .  During 
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February and e a r l y  March 1970, a f o u r t h  team 
was formed t o  examlne wi tnesses  from,Company A, 3d B a t t a l i o n ,  
1st I n f a n t r y  (A/3-1 I n f j  . Team D ,  headed by COL John W .  
Armstrong, heard 16 wi tnesses  and terminated  i t s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
a f t e r  f i n d i n g  no b a s i s  f o r  concluding t h a t  A/3-1 I n £  had k i l l e d  
any noncombatants d u r i n g  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  

The o f f i c e r s  l i s t e d  below se rved  a s  r equ i red  on any of t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams: 

Colonels John W . Arms t rong ,  Joseph R. F rank l in ,  Robert 
E. M i l l e r ,  and W i l l i a m  V. Wilson. 

Lieutenant  Colonels Charles  J .  Bauer, Leo M. Brandt ,  Fred 
K .  Mahaffey, Wallace W .  Nol l ,  James H .  P a t t e r s o n ,  and John E ,  
Rogers, Major Edward F.  Zychowski and MAJ Joseph I .  Apici .  

M a ~ y  supplemental  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  i n  which wi tnesses  marked 
on v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photographs t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of t h i n g s  they  had 



seen and t h e  r o u t e s  which they and t h e i r  u n i t s  had t aken  through 
t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  were conducted by COL William V. 
Wilson, LTC James H .  P a t t e r s o n ,  and M A J  Edward F. Zychowski. 

The fo l lowing o f f i c e r s  served a s  Recorders f o r  t h e  i n t e r r o -  
g a t i o n  teams : 

Majors Clyde D. Lynn (Team A) , Harold L. Coop (Teams B and 
D) and Joe  C. Thomas (Team C)  . 

b. Conduct of t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  Each wi tness  was given 
an exp lana t ion  of t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h e  Inqu i ry  ( s e e  
e x h i b i t  M-57 f o r  a sample e x p l a n a t i o n ) .  I f  t h e  wi tness  was 
suspected  of an o f fense  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  Inqu i ry ,  he would be  
advised of h i s  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and r i g h t  t o  counsel  by COL 
Robert E .  M i l l e r ,  JAGC, who a l s o  arranged f o r  counsel  f o r  t h e  
wi tness  i f  d e s i r e d .  

A l l  w i tnesses  w e r e  sworn p r i o r  t o  g i v i n g  test imony.  The i r  
test imony w a s  e l i c i t e d  by i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and q u e s t i o n s  and ans- 
w e r s  recorded by a r e p o r t e r  and by t a p e  recorder .  E x h i b i t s  con-
s i s t i n g  of documents, photographs, maps and o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  e v i -  
dence were in t roduced dur ing  test imony and made a p a r t  of t h e  
record.  

c .  Witness.  A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  COL Wilson was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
i d e n t i f y i n g  and schedul ing  wi tnesses  and t h e  Executive 
O f f i c e r ,  a ided by MAJ Coop and SP5 Machusick, f o r  l o c a t i n g  and 
making arrangements t o  b r i n g  them t o  t h e  Pentagon t o  appear 
be fo re  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team. Witnesses i n t e r r o g a t e d  i n  Viet-  
anm ( s e e  pa ra  9 below) were arranged f o r  on an --ad hoc b a s i s .  
A s  t h e  r a t e  of i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  it became necessary  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  wi tness  s e c t i o n ,  headed by MAJ Joseph I .  Apic i ,  
t o  l o c a t e  wi tnesses  and make a l l  necessary  arrangements f o r  
t h e i r  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  Pentagon and r e t u r n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  MAJ 
S tan ley  Kraus s p e n t  about  3 weeks wi th  t h e  Inqu i ry  i d e n t i f y i n g  
and l o c a t i n g  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  and c r e w s  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  

M i l i t a r y  wi tnesses  could be ordered  t o  appear  be fo re  t h e  
Inqu i ry .  A s  General Peers  lacked subpoena power, c i v i l i a n  
wi tnesses  could n o t  be  requ i red  t o  appear.  Never the less ,  MAJ 
Apici  and h i s  p r i n c i p a l  a s s i s t a n t s ,  SP5 Richard F. Machusick 
and SP5 Gregory A. Bentley,  were almost uniformly s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  persuading c i v i l i a n  wi tnesses  t o  make t h e  t r i p  t o  Washington, 
many coming from thousands of m i l e s  away. 

MAJ A p i c i ' s  s e c t i o n  a l s o  inc luded s e v e r a l  a s s i s t a n t s  who 
manned a  w a i t i n g  room f o r  wi tnesses  and served a s  t h e i r  e s c o r t s  
t o  and from t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  rooms l o c a t e d  i n  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a s .  
These a s s i s t a n t s  were: 



SP5 P e t e r  D. Hallock,  SP5 Robert M. Hamilton, SP4 Paul  D.  
S e a r l e ,  and PV2 Paul  L. Hul l .  

d. Repor ters .  The Inquiry  u t i l i z e d  members of t h e  Army 
t r a i n e d  i n  r e p o r t i n g  cour t -mar t i a l  t r i a l s  a s  r e p o r t e r s .  The ma- 
j o r i t y  used t h e  stenomachine system; t h e  ba lance  were s t eno type  
opera to r s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  f o u r  r e p o r t e r s  were ass igned,  b u t  t h e  num-
b e r  w a s  augmented s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s  t h e  hours s p e n t  i n  t a k i n g  t e s -  
timony i n c r e a s e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  through simultaneous o p e r a t i o n  of more 
t h a n  one i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team. The names of t h e  r e p o r t e r s  fol low: 

SP7 Lee B. Edmonds (Chief Reporter)  S ' P ~Al lan  A. rockm man 
SP7 Milton J. Brown SP4 Gary E .  France 
SP7 Kenneth B e t t e r i d g e  SP4 James. L. T h i l l  
SP6 Arthur B. Reid, Jr. PFC Dennis G.  B u l l  
SP5 Richard Tjosvold  PFC James C h r i s t i a n  
SP5 James V. Link PFC James L.  Holland 
SP5 Viola  L. P a r r i s h  ( a l s o  PFC Joseph L a v i e r i  
a s s i s t e d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
r e p o r t )  

e .  Process ing  gf T r a n s c r i p t s .  COL Robert E .  M i l l e r ,  JAGC,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  l e g a l  member of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
teams, was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p rocess ing  of a l l  t r a n s c r i p t s  of  
test imony,  an o p e r a t i o n  which r e q u i r e d  more personnel  than  any 
o t h e r  func t ion  of t h e  Inqu i ry .  

Uncorrected r e p o r t e r  t r a n s c r i p t s  were converted t o  f i n a l  
copy through a s e r i e s  of e d i t s ,  reviews,  and re typ ings  design-  
ed t o  i n s u r e  f a c t u a l ,  format ,  s p e l l i n g ,  and punc tua t ion  accuracy 
i n s o f a r  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

A team of f o u r  o f f i c e r  e d i t o r s  read  each t r a n s c r i p t  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y . a n d  made format ,  s p e l l i n g ,  and punctuat ion  c o r r e c t i o n s .  
They a l s o  s p e n t  many hundreds of hours comparing r e p o r t e r  d r a f t s  
wi th  t a p e  rec.ordings and making c o r r e c t i o n s  t o  a s s u r e  subs tan-  
t i v e  accuracy. 

Each e d i t e d  d r a f t  t r a n s c r i p t  was then  reviewed by a s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  o r  c i v i l i a n  niember of  t h e  Inqu i ry ,  u s u a l l y  one who had 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  of t h e  wi tness  whose test imony 
was be ing reviewed. This  was p r i m a r i l y  a s u b s t a n t i v e  review f o r  
t h e  purpose of f u r t h e r  a s s u r i n g  t h e  accuracy of t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

The next  s t e p  was product ion  oE- a  MTST typed ' d r a f t .  I n  t h i s  
process  t h e  test imony was recorded on MTST t a p e s ,  which f a c i l i -  
t a t e d  m a t e r i a l l y  t h e  f u r t h e r  c o r r e c t i o n  of d r a f t s  and product ion  
of  f i n a l  copy. A t  peak s t r e n g t h  19 MTST o p e r a t o r s  were opera t -
i n g  5  machines 24  hours  a day and 2 machines 1 6  hours  a day. 
S e v e r a l  of t h e s e  o p e r a t o r s  had never  opera ted  an MTST before  and 
on-the-job t r a i n i n g  was requ i red .  



Four a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  e d i t o r s  reviewed each MTST d r a f t  f o r  
s u b s t a n t i v e ,  format ,  s p e l l i n g  and punctuat ion  e r r o r s ,  and t h e  
c o r r e c t e d  d r a f t  was re tu rned  t o  t h e  MTST o p e r a t o r s  f o r  a c l e a n  
d r a f t .  This  process  was repea ted  a s  many t imes  a s  necessary  t o  
produce accep tab le  f i n a l  copy. 

Four 3udge Advocate Genera l ' s  Corps (JAGC)  c a p t a i n s  s p e n t  
approximately one month a s  e d i t o r s  and i n  becoming fami la r  wi th  
t h e  evidence.  They developed a format f o r  summarizing test imony 
and beginning i n  e a r l y  January devoted t h e i r  f u l l  t ime t o  pre-  
p a r a t i o n  of summaries of  tes t imony,  wi th  c ross - re fe rences  t o  
t r a n s c r i p t  pages. They were a s s i s t e d  by one WAC s tenographer  
who d i d  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e i r  d r a f t  and f i n a l  summaries. 

General Peers  and h i s  p r i n c i p a l  a s s i s t a n t s  had a con t inu ing  
and immediate need f o r  test imony a s  background f o r  i n t e r r o g a -  
t i o n s .  Severa l  copies  of t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t e r  d r a f t  were prepar-
ed and d i s t r i b u t e d  f o r  t h i s  purpose. Extens ive  and d e t a i l e d  
c o n t r o l s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t r a n s c r i p t s  i n  a l l  
s t a g e s  of p rocess ing  w e r e  accounted f o r ,  w e r e  be ing  worked on, 
and were a v a i l a b l e .  Two e n l i s t e d  a s s i s t a n t s  maintained a l l  work 
s t a t u s  and flow c h a r t s ,  prepared  cop ies  of and d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a n -  
s c r i p t s ,  and maintained a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  r ecords .  

The fo l lowing persons ~ .ccompl ishedt h e  t a s k s  desc r ibed  a-
bove : 

Chief COL Robert E .  M i l l e r  
Chief Clerk PFC Alan L. B u t l e r  
A s s t  Chief Clerk SP4 Edward P. Nalevanko 
E d i t o r i a l  Supervisor  CPT Michael H .  Clark 

E d i t o r s  MTST Operators  

MAJ Jon A. Kosty SGT Kenneth B .  Crenshaw 
CPT Gary E i f r i e d  SGT Char les  E .  Olson 
CPT Lloyd L. Ches ter  SP5 Rodney H .  Pearce 

SP5 Stephen A. Wright 
MTST D r a f t  E d i t o r s  SP4 Loren B .  Havekost 

SP4 Dennis P. McCoy 
M A J  John G. Connor SP5 Thomas W .  P e t e r s i k  
MAJ Howard C.  Jacobson SP4 John R. Somers 
CPT William R. P o r t e r  SP4 David F. Stone 
1LT Robert L. Bruer PFC Ronald L.  Blakely 

PFC Donald P. Boudreaux 
Summarizers PFC Joseph S. W.  Brasher  

PFC L e s l i e  W .  Dyson 
CPT James F. Clark PFC Dennis A. Gibbs 
CPT Thomas M. Jackson PFC Cra ig  H i l l  
CPT Alex B .  Ship ley ,  Jr. PFC Joseph N .  Hollerith 
CPT Frank B. S t a h l ,  Jr. PFC Roger F. P r e s n e l l  



Stenographer PFC Thomas J .  Zakovitch 
PV2 Alan J .  Towson 

SP5 Viola L.  P a r r i s h  

7. PRODUCTION OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

a.  Organizat ion.  COL Thomas F. Whalen i n i t i a l l y  was made 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  product ion  of  p h y s i c a l  evidence f o r  t h e  In-  
q u i r y .  When he w a s  d i spa tched  t o  Vietnam i n  mid-December t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Saigon o f f i c e  (see para  1 0 ,  below) , LTC James H .  
P a t t e r s o n  assumed o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  product ion  of phy- 
s i c a l  evidence.  Colonel Whalen's d u t i e s  i n  Vietnam inc luded  re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of tes tamentary  a s  w e l l  a s  phy-
s i c a l  evidence. As noted  e lsewhere ,  he was a s s i s t e d  i n  Vietnam 
by LTC Leo M. Brandt .  

SP6 James R.  Thomas a s s i s t e d  LTC P a t t e r s o n  i n  t h e  Pentagon 
of £ i c e  of t h e  Inqu i ry .  

b. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  beginning of t h e  c o l l e c -  
t i o n  process ,  a l i s t  of documents of an e v i d e n t i a r y  n a t u r e  was 
prepared ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  t o  
be i n i t i a t e d  and maintained by a l l  u n i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  Son 
My i n c i d e n t .  Added t o  t h i s  l i s t  w e r e  o t h e r  documents and re-
cords  t h a t  could have been i n i t i a t e d  and maintained,  al though 
n o t  r equ i red .  This  l i s t i n g  was c o n t i n u a l l y  r e v i s e d  dur ing  t h e  
Inqu i ry  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  documentary evidence  was 
i d e n t i f i e d .  Other types  of p h y s i c a l  evidence w e r e  a l s o  cons i -  
dered  and l i s t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  p i c t o r i a l  and topographic m a t e r i a l .  

c .  C o l l e c t i o n  Procedures.  A f t e r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  proce- 
dure ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  process  began. I t  inc luded t h e  t r a c i n g  of 
documents from source  t o  s t o r a g e .  

(1)Method. The c o l l e c t i o n  process  was d e c e n t r a l i z e d .  In-
d i v i d u a l s  and agencies  w e r e  tasked t o  provide  a p h y s i c a l  o n - s i t e  
sea rch  and c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t .  Team members of t h e  Inqu i ry  su-
pe rv i sed  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  va r ious  headquar ters  and agen- 
c i e s .  Oversea members of t h e  Inqu i ry  were involved i n  t h i s  e f -  
f o r t  a s  w e l l  a s  Con t inen ta l  United S t a t e s  (CONUS) personnel ,  b u t  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  e n t i r e  e f f o r t  was r e t a i n e d  i n  Washington, 
DC . 

( 2 )  Searches.  The c o l l e c t i o n  of a l l  types  of evidence was 
i n i t i a t e d  a t  Department of t h e  Army l e v e l .  A s e a r c h  was conduct-
ed  w i t h i n  t h e  headquar te r s  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of any l i s t e d  e v i d e n t i a r y  m a t e r i a l .  Subsequent 
sea rches  a t  subord ina te  headquar ters  were conducted. The o b j e c t  
of t h e  searches  was t o  procure  t h e  p lanning,  p o l i c y ,  and guidance 
d i r e c t i v e s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Task Force (TF) Barker ,  t h e  11 th  B r i -
gade and t h e  America1 Divis ion  dur ing  March 1968. 



The s t o r a g e  records  c e n t e r s ,  t o  inc lude  in te rmedia te  record  
ho ld ing  a r e a s ,  were p h y s i c a l l y  searched by members of t h e  In- 
q u i r y ,  and p e r t i n e n t  r ecords ,  documents and/or r e c e i p t s  procured. 
The f a c i l i t i e s  searched inc luded t h e  Nat ional  Records Center ,  
S u i t l a n d ,  Maryland; US Army-Records Holding Area, Okinawa; and 
t h e  Vietnam Records Holding Area a t  Long Binh, Vietnam. Searches 
were a l s o  conducted i n  Japan and Hawaii, as w e l l  a s  i n  Vietnam. 

( 3 )  Witn.esses. The c o l l e c t i o n  of documents and p h y s i c a l  
evidence was a con t inu ing  process .  Witnesses appear ing  be fo re  
t h e  Inqu i ry  were quer ied  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  procure  anyrphys ica l  
evidence'  i n  t h e i r  possess ion .  Severa l  had e v i d e n t i a r y  m a t t e r  
such as  l e t t e r s  and photographs which they fu rn i shed  w i l l i n g l y  t o  
t h e  Inqui ry .  

d. C e r t i f i c a t e s  of Search. Upon completion of t h e  s e a r c h  
a t  each of t h e  va r ious  u n i t s  and agencies ,  a c e r t i f i c a t e  was ob-
t a i n e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  sea rch .  A record  of t h e  
documents obta ined and t h e  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  of each was prepar-
ed t o  accompany t h e  sea rch  c e r t i f i c a t e .  I n  some cases  Inqu i ry  
personnel  executed t h e  sea rch  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  whi le  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  
headquar ters  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  were prepared  by respons ib le  com-
manders. These c e r t i f i c a t e s  were made a permanent p a r t  of t h e  
record  of t h e  Inqu i ry .  

e .  Process ing .  Process ing  t h e  documents and p h y s i c a l  e v i -  
dence was accomplished a s  they  were rece ived.  Locator ca rds  and 
f i l e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  provide ready a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and r e f e r -  
ence,  and each i t e m  was c a r e f u l l y  analyzed f o r  pe r t inency .  Each 
document was read  by General Peers  o r  h i s  deputy,  M r .  West. I n  
l i k e  manner, o t h e r  forms of  evidence were s t u d i e d .  Based on 
General Pee r s '  guidance, a l l  documents w e r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  o r  ex- 
t r a c t e d ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  f o r  informat ion  t o  a l l  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  and a 
de terminat ion  made a s  t o  whether they would be given e x h i b i t  s t a -  
t u s .  Reproduction was necessary  i n  most c a s e s ,  wi th  o r i g i n a l  
copies  r e t a i n e d  i n  f i l e  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  Contro l  of a l l  
documentary evidence was adminis tered  c e n t r a l l y  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  
necessary s e c u r i t y  and c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  requirements .  

f .  Types of  Phys ica l  Evidence. The types  of p h y s i c a l  e v i -  
dence c o l l e c t e d  were a s  v a r i e d  a s  t h e  sources .  Regula t ions ,  
d i r e c t i v e s ,  o r d e r s ,  p l a n s ,  r e p o r t s ,  messages, l e t t e r s ,  and photo- 
graphs a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  b a s i c  evidence  c o l l e c t e d .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  sea rch  and c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t s  uncovered d i a r i e s ,  
t a p e  recordings t  diagrams, news a r t i c l e s ,  propaganda l e a f l e t s ,  
and maps, t o  a few of t h e  nonstandard types  of d a t a  obta ined and 
used. The volume of documentary and p h y s i c a l  evidence i d e n t i -  
f i e d ,  c o l l e c t e d ,  processed ,  analyzed,  c o r r e l a t e d ,  and disseminat-  
ed amounted t o  approximately 30 l i n e a r  f e e t .  



8. SUPPORT BY OTHER OFFICES AND AGENCIES 

a. S p e c i a l  Support.  

(1) Off ice  of t h e  General Counsel (OGC) . The General  Coun- 
s e l  of t h e  Department of t h e  Army, M r .  Robert E .  Jo rdan ,  111; t h e  
Deputy General Counsel,  M r .  R.  Kenly Webster; a n d m r .  Robert E .  
Montgomery, Jr.,  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  General Counsel, provided spe- 
c i a l  suppor t  t o  t h e  Inqu i ry  on a v a r i e t y  of l e g a l  and o t h e r  mat- 
ters, i n c l u d i n g  p o l i c y  guidance a s  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  of informat ion  
t o  Congressional  committees, t h e  news media, and o t h e r s .  

( 2 )  O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of Information (OCINFO). Because of 
t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Inqu i ry  d i s -  
played by t h e  news media, BG Winant S i d l e ,  CINFO, ass igned  LTC 
Daniel R. Zenk, an experienced s e n i o r  informat ion  o f f i c e r ,  t o  
s e r v e  a s  t h e  I n q u i r y ' s  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  MAJ J e f f r e y  
Scr ibner  served b r i e f l y  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  days of 
t h e  Inqui ry .  MAJ William F. Gabella  was t h e  informat ion  o f f i c e r  
on t h e  Vietnam t r i p .  

( 3 )  Off ice  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army (OCSA). Re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p rov id ing  whatever suppor t  was needed f o r  e f -  
f e c t i v e  func t ion ing  of t h e  Inqu i ry  was assumed by OCSA. MAJ L. 
Dilworth, OCSA, provided major a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c a l  sup- 
p o r t  t o  t h e  Inqui ry .  A s  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  Son My Army S t a f f  Monitor 
Group, e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  General 
S t a f f  (SGS) and headed by COL G. W .  E v e r e t t ,  was most h e l p f u l  i n  
coord ina t ing  t h e  I n q u i r y ' s  requirements  w i t h i n  t h e  Army S t a f f  and 
i n  o b t a i n i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  from e x t e r n a l  agencies .  

( 4 )  Of f i ce  of t h e  Provost  Marshal General of t h e  Army 
(OPMG). Since  OPMG was charged i n  August 1969 wi th  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  c r imina l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t ,  t h e r e  was a substan-
t i a l  community of i n t e r e s t  between OPMG and t h e  Inqu i ry .  MAJ 
Edward F. Zychowski, an experienced member of O P M G ' s  Criminal  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Divis ion  ( C I D )  , was made a v a i l a b l e  by OPMG t o  s e r v e  
as a f u l l  member of t h e  Inqu i ry  s t a f f .  One of h i s  p r i n c i p a l  du- 
t i e s  was t o  mainta in  c l o s e  l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  
Army C I D  Agency i n  Washington t o  ar range  f o r  t h e  mutual exchange 
of informat ion  on t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  

b. General Support .  

(1) Other S e r v i c e  Support .  The United S t a t e s  Navy, t h e  
United S t a t e s  Marine Corps, and t h e  United S t a t e s  A i r  Force were 
very coopera t ive  i n  a r rang ing  t h e  appearance be fo re  t h e  Inqui ry  
of wi tnesses  ass igned t o  those  s e r v i c e s .  

( 2 )  Off ice  of t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  M i l i t a r y  



Operat ions  (ODCSOPS). ODCSOPS provided e x c e l l e n t  suppor t  i n  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of background papers  and f a c t  s h e e t s  necessary  t o  t h e  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of r e l e v a n t  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t ions  i n  Vietnam i n  1968 
f o r  background purposes .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  AOC provided extreme- 
l y  e f f e c t i v e  suppor t  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of communications, g raphics  and 
reproduct ion  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  housing t h e  bu lk  of  t h e  
Inqu i ry  o rgan iza t ion .  

( 3 )  Off i ce  of t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  Personnel  
(DCSPER); O f f i c e  of Personnel  Operat ions  (OPO) . Under t h e  p o l i c y  
guidance of ODCSPER, personnel  requirements  o f  t h e  I n q u i r y  were 
f i l l e d  on an immediate p r i o r i t y  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  Personnel  Op- 
e r a t i o n s  w i th  personnel  o f  extremely h igh  c a l i b r e .  This  f i n e  re-
sponse was a major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  func t ion ing  o f  t h e  
Inqui ry .  

( 4 )  O f f i c e  of t h e  Adju tan t  General  (TAG).  TAG suppor t  i n  
t h e  a r e a s  of personnel  l o c a t i o n ,  records  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and s t a -  
t i s t i c a l  in format ion  was of c r i t i c a l  importance t o  t h e  Inqui ry .  
A l l  requirements  were m e t  i n  a  most t imely  and e f f e c t i v e  manner. 

(5 )  Corps of Engineers .  Over 500 photographs of high pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i t y  w e r e  reproduced e x p e d i t i o u s l y  f o r  t h e  Inqu i ry  
by t h e  Corps of  Engineers .  

( 6 )  Other o f f i c e s  of t h e  Department of t h e  Army which pro- 
vided immediate and h e l p f u l  suppor t  w e r e :  

(a) Of f i ce ,  Chief of M i l i t a r y  Hi s to ry  (OCMH) 
(b)  Of f i ce  of t h e  Provost  Marshal General  
(c) O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge Advocate General  ( JAG)  
(d )  O f f i c e  of t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Chief of S t a f f  f o r  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
(e) Of f i ce  of t h e  In spec to r  General  
( f )  Army Photographic  Agency 
(g )  Defense P r i n t i n g  Of £ i c e  

9. SAIGON OFFICE 

a.  Organiza t ion .  COL Thomas F. Whalen and LTC Leo M. Brandt 
proceeded t o  Vietnam on 13  December 1969." T h e i r  primary mission 
was t o  coo rd ina t e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  p e r t i n e n t  documents and o t h e r  
evidence from M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam (MACV) s t a f f  
agenc ies  and subord ina t e  commands and t o  conduct a d e t a i l e d  phy- 
s i c a l  s e a r c h  of records  and f i l e s  of va r ious  u n i t s  and agencies  
i n  Vietnam. 

b. Of f i ce  Es t ab l i shed .  Upon a r r i v a l ,  t h e  team e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e  i n  MACV headquar te rs ,  n e a r  Saigon. The MACV In-
s p e c t o r  Genera-l ( I G )  se rved  a s  t h e  sponsor ing  s t a f f -  agency and 
provided a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t .  The team from Washington was 
supplemented wi th  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  s e v e r a l  commissioned J A G ,  I G  
and Combined I n t e l l i g e n c e  Center ,  Vietnam (CICV)  personnel .  



c .  Lia ison Arrangements. Each MACV s t a f f  agency des igna ted  
a p o i n t  of c o n t a c t .  L ia i son  v i s i t s  were conducted wi th  represen- 
t a t i v e s  from t h e  MACV s t a f f ,  Hq USARV, I11 MAE', Hq America1 Divi- 
s i o n ,  t h e  11th  LIB, t h e  Senior  Province Advisor,  t h e  2d ARVN Div 
Advisor,  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  Advisory Team. The c r i m i n a l  Inves t iga -  
t i o n  (CID)  team c h i e f  from t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Provost  Marshal Gen- 
e r a l  of t h e  Army was con tac ted  and arrangements made f o r  exchange 
of informat ion  a s  w e l l  a s  coord ina t ion  of f u t u r e  c o l l e c t i o n  e f -  
f o r t s .  

d. Review of Requirements. Upon completion of  t h e  i n i t i a l  
coord ina t ion ,  a review of t h e  m a t e r i a l  p rev ious ly  c o l l e c t e d  by 
t h e  MACV I G  was conducted. Responsible o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a f f  
p o i n t s  of c o n t a c t  were n o t i f i e d  of a d d i t i o n a l  requirements  t h a t  
were developed. This  became a con t inu ing  process .  

e. Home O f f i c e  Guidance. Daily t e l e c o n s  wi th  Inqu i ry  per- 
sonnel  in 'washington f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  proper  channel ing  o f ,  and 
f i x i n g  of p r i o r i t i e s  f o r ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t  i n  Vietnam, a s  
w e l l  a s  providing t ime ly  informat ion  t o  suppor t  t h e  ongoing i n -  .,-
t e r r o g a t i o n  of  wi tnesses .  Requirements based on testimony were 
i d e n t i f i e d  and e f f o r t s  d i r e c t e d  toward l o c a t i o n  and recovery of 
key documentation. 

f .  Re-Inspections and Followup Searches.  

(1)Upon completion of i n i t i a l  searches  conducted by as-
s igned u n i t  pe.rsonne1, t h e  in-country personnel  of t h e  Inqu i ry  
conducted a followup sea rch  of records .  Augmented by a d d i t o n a l -
members of t h e  Inqu i ry ,  who a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 28 December 
1969, t h e  e f f o r t  was i n t e n s i f i e d .  This  sea rch  encompassed t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  f i l e s  of a l l  u n i t s  engaged i n ,  o r  i n  suppor t  o f ,  t h e  
opera t ions  of TF Barker i n  mid-March 1968, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f i l e s  
of a l l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  of immediate and i n t e r m e d i a t e  headquar ters .  

( 2 )  Based on informat ion  rece ived  dur ing  test imony i n  
Washington, a number of f a c i l i t i e s  and s t a f f  records  were r e i n -
spec ted  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  no p e r t i n e n t  document had been overlooked. 
Personnel  conducting t h e  sea rch  were in terchanged t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
thoroughness and p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  recovery.  E f f o r t  was concent ra t -
ed  i n  those  a r e a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  most l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t o r i e s ,  i n  
t h e  judgment of persons wi th  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  exper ience  i n  t h e  u n i t .  

h. Ass i s t ance  by Vietnamese A u t h o r i t i e s .  Vietnamese o f f i -  
c i a l s  who a s s i s t e d  t h e  in-country c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t  inc lude  t h e  
I Corps and 2d ARVN Divis ion  Commanders, and t h e  Quang Ngai Pro- 
v ince  and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chiefs .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n  wi tnesses  were l o c a t e d  and made a v a i l a b l e  by th,e GVN t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The coopera t ion  by GVN/ARVN o f f i -
c i a l s  was ou t s t and ing .  



i. Searches i n  Okinawa and Hawaii. To i n s u r e  complete 
coverage, a sea rch  was made through f i l e s  of t h e  Records Hold- 
i n g  Area i n  Okinawa, a s  w e l l  a s  those  of t h e  Overseas Record 
Center  a t  Kapalama, Hawaii. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  records  of 
USARHAW and USARPAC were screened.  

1 0 .  VIETNAM TRIP 

(1) Planning f o r  a v i s i t  t o  Vietnam began i n  mid-December 
when General Peers des ignated  t h e  team members t o  accompany him. 
Necessary coord ina t ion  f o r  in-country c l e a r a n c e ,  s p e c i a l  a i r  
mission a i r c r a f t  and p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  oversea  movement of t h e  
members of t h e  team was accomplished. An advance p a r t y  a r r i v e d  
i n  Vietnam on 15 December 1969, and i n  conjunct ion  wi th  t h e  
appointed p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r  from t h e  MACV I n s p e c t o r  Genera l ' s  
o f f i c e ,  t h e  necessary  arrangements were made f o r  t h e  v i s i t  of  
General Peers  and team t o  a r r i v e  in-country on 28 December 1969. 

( 2 )  General Peers was accompanied by: 

M r .  Robert MacCrate, C i v i l i a n  Counsel 

M r .  Jerome K .  Walsh, Jr . ,  C i v i l i a n  Counsel 

LTC John E .  Rogers, I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Team 

M A J  David D.  Dantzscher,  I n t e r p r e t e r  

M A J  William F. Gabella ,  Information O f f i c e r  

M A J  Clyde D.  Lynn, Recorder 

SP7 Mil ton J .  Brown, Reporter  

SP6 James R.  Thomas, Stenographer 

SP5 Robert F. Fromme, Photographer 

PVT James C.  Holland, Reporter  


I n  a d d i t i o n ,  personnel  were reques ted  and provided from MACV a s  
fol lows : 

LTC B i l l y  J . Stanberry ,  I n t e r p r e t e r  

CMDR William J .  Davis,  J A G  Representa t ive  

CPT Werner Unzelmann, I n t e l l i g e n c e  

CW4 Andre C .  Feher ,  C I D  Representa t ive  


( 3 )  Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, t h e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  organized 
i n t o  t w o  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams, a document c o l l e c t i o n  team and an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  team. The f i r s t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team c o n s i s t e d  of  
General Peers ,  M r .  MacCrate, LTC Stanberry  and PVT Holland. 
The second i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team c o n s i s t e d  of  M r .  Walsh, MAJ 
Dantzscher,  and SP7.Brown. The document c o l l e c t i o n  team c o n s i s t -  
ed of M A J  Lynn and SP6 Thomas. 

b. V i s i t s .  General Peers ,  M r .  MacCrate, M r .  Walsh and 
s e l e c t e d  team members v i s i t e d  t h e  fo l lowing o f f i c e s  whi le  i n  
Vietnam : 



(1) 	M i l i t a r y  and Advisory Units  

( a )  	 USMACV HQ 
(b )  	 USARV HQ 
(c) 	 111 MAF HQ 
(d)  	 America1 Divis ion  HQ 
(e) 	 11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
( f )  	 Quang Ngai Province Advisory S t a f f  
(g)  	 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  HQ 
(h) 	Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Advisory S t a f f  

(2)  	 ARVN and GVN Author i t i e s /Uni t s  

( a )  	 MG Hoang Xuan Lam, CG I Corps 
(b)  	 BG Nguyen Van Toan, CG 2d ARVN Divis ion  
( c )  	 COL Nguyen Van Binh, Quang Ngai Province Chief 
(d )  	 COL Ton That  Khien, former Quang Ngai Province 

Chief t o  31 December 1969 
(e) 	 LTC Ha Thuc Ung, Deputy S e c t o r  Commander Quang 

Ngai 
(f) 	CPT Tran Ngoc Tan, former Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief 
( g )  	 M r .  Nguyen Duc Te, Census Grievance Chief 

(3 )  US Embassy. General Peers  and M r .  MacCrate v i s i t e d  
Ambassador El lswor th  Bunker, Deputy Ambassador Samuel D. Berger 
and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  US Embassy. 

c. Reconnaissance of Area. 

(1) On-site i n s p e c t i o n .  On 3 January 1970, General Pee r s ,  
M r .  MacCrate and M r .  Walsh conducted a ground survey of t h e  sub- 
hamlet of Thuan Yen [My Lai  ( 4 ) l .  This i n s p e c t i o n  se rved  t o  
f a m i l i a r i z e  t h e  members of t h e  Inqu i ry  wi th  Thuan Yen, t o  iden- 
t i f y  and l o c a t e  key s t r u c t u r e s  and t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s ,  and t o  
a s s i s t  i n  r e s o l v i n g  c o n f l i c t s  i n  test imony given by wi tnesses  
( s e e  e x h i b i t  M - 1 1 1 )  . 

(2 )  A e r i a l  i n s p e c t i o n .  On 1 January 1970 General Peers  and 
W01 Thompson made a low-level reconnaissance  of t h e  Thuan Yen 
subhamlet i n  a l i g h t  obse rva t ion  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t e d  by CPT Gary 
E .  Hickman. The reconnaissance was conducted a t  a l t i t u d e s  of 
30-100 f e e t  and on occas ion  a s  low a s 5  t o  10 f e e t .  A l l  s i t e s  
w e r e  l oca ted  on an a e r i a l  photo and subsequently r e p l o t t e d  and 
i d e n t i f i e d  on an a e r i a l  photo ( s e e  e x h i b i t  M - 1 1 0 ) .  W01 Thompson 
made another  low-level reconnaissance on 3 January 1970 f o r  t h e  
purpose of  rechecking t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h .  

d. I n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Formal i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t r a n s c r i p t s , w e r e  
prepared on 31 Vietnamese and 9 American wi tnesses .  M r .  Walsh's 
team conducted i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  a t  Quang 
Ngai dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  31 December 1969 t o  5 January 1970. The 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams in terv iewed s e v e r a l  Vietnamese people f o r  



which a formal t r a n s c r i p t  was no t  prepared.  These in terv iews 
provided background and f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  type  informat ion .  

e. C o l l e c t i o n  of Documents. The -document c o l l e c t i o n  team 
s e l e c t i v e l y  reviewed t h e  f i l e s  of headquar ters ,  USMACV, USARV, 
and I11 MAF. These o f f i c e s  had p rev ious ly  searched t h e i r  f i l e s  
f o r  a l l  p e r i n e n t  informat ion .  While t h e  t e a m  had s p e c i f i c  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  look f o r  key documents, an exhaus t ive  sea rch  a l s o  
w a s  made f o r  a l l  p e r t i n e n t - m a t e r i a l .  The team was a b l e  t o  i n -  
s p e c t  thoroughly t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n :  11th  Infan-  
t r y  Brigade,  and advisory  s t a f f s : .  Documents c o l l e c t e d  dur ing  t h e  
i n s p e c t i o n  were turned over  t o  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  Genera l ' s  represen-
t a t i v e  accompanying t h e  team. This  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  prepared  logs  
and supervised  t h e  reproduct ion  and r e c e i p t i n g  f o r  each document. 
General Peers  and M r .  MacCrate were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  having many of 
t h e  ARVN f i l e s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  them dur ing  t h e i r  v i s i t s ,  r e -
s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of many key documents. Approximately 
6  l i n e a r  f e e t  of documents were brought  back wi th  t h e  team and 
an equal  quan t i ty .  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  e fe rence .  

f .  Adminis t ra t ion .  Of f i ce  space was a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  ad- 
vance p a r t y  and f o r  General P e e r s '  v i s i t  by COMUSMACV i n  t h e  
Headquarters b u i l d i n g .  The America1 Divis ion  provided an o f f i c e  
and c o u r t  room b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  use  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  teams. The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  team accompanied t h e  
members of t h e  Inqu i ry  whi le  i n  RVN and provided t h e  necessary 
o f f i c e  suppor t .  

11. PREPARATION OF REPORT 

a. Organiza t ion .  Pre l iminary  p lanning f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  began dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  week of  t h e  Inqu i ry  
with a d e c i s i o n  t o  p repare  s u i t a b l e  background chap te r s  a s  e a r l y  
a s  p o s s i b l e  and t o  fol low on wi th  t h e  . s u b s t a n t i v e  chap te r s  a s  
r a p i d l y  a s  progress  of t h e  Inqu i ry  pe rmi t t ed .  Augmentation of 
t h e  s t a f f  began on 8 December 1969. COL Joseph Frank l in  was 
ass igned o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a d r a f t  
r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  o f f i c e r .  D r .  Walter  G.  Hermes, 
Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of M i l i t a r y  His to ry ,  was made a v a i l a b l e  a s  
a f u l l - t i m e  member of  t h e  Inqu i ry  t o  s e r v e  a s  an a d v i s o r  and 
w r i t e r .  A number of o f f i c e r s  wi th  combat exper ience  i n  Vietnam 
and recognized w r i t i n g  a b i l i t y  w e r e  t hen  ass igned t o  t h e  s t a f f  a s  
w r i t e r s ,  namely, Lieutenant  Colonels Char les  J. Bauer, Fred K .  
Mahaffey, John- E .  Rogers, James H .  P a t t e r s o n  and Wallace W .  Nol l .  
Also ass igned t o  t h e  s t a f f  a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n a l y s t s  were MAJ 
George K .  Garner and CPT Thomas Kennan. 

SGM John W .  Griney provided requ i red  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t  
f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  e f f o r t ,  a s s i s t e d  by SP5 Don A. Evans and PV2 
William H .  Wanlund. M r s .  Mary R. Boothe and M r s .  Mary H .  Conroy 
se rved  a s  copy e d i t o r s .  



Members of t h e  w r i t i n g  group a l s o  were des ignated  on an ad 
-hoc b a s i s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of wi tnesses ,  and were 
asked t o  make recommendations f o r  t h e  ga the r ing  of evidence and 
t o  review p h y s i c a l  evidence c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  Inqu i ry .  

b. Wri t ing  Phase. A f t e r  an i n i t i a l  pe r iod  of o r i e n t a t i o n  
by t h e  writers and a n a l y s t s ,  a t e n t a t i v e  o u t l i n e  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w a s  approved by General Peers  and s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t  a r e a s  were 
ass igned t o  members of  t h e  w r i t i n g  group. The w r i t e r s  progres-  
s i v e l y  screened and analyzed t h e  s t a t ements ,  d i r e c t i v e s ,  r e p o r t s  
and o t h e r  evidence t h a t  w a s  be ing  gathered  by t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
and document teams f o r  s u b s t a n t i v e  f a c t s  and d r a f t e d  t h e  back- 
ground and e a r l y  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  r e p o r t .  A e r i a l  photographs 
annota ted  by t h e  wi tnesses ,  ske tches ,  and informat ion  rece ived  
from t h e  a e r i a l  and ground reconnaissance  made i n  RVN con t r ibu ted  
t o  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of even t s  t h a t  took p lace  i n  t h e  subhamlets 
of Thuan Yen and My Hoi on 16 March 1968. 

By t h e  time t h e  Inqu i ry  neared t h e  end of  i t s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  
t h e  w r i t e r s  had prepared  d r a f t s  of s e v e r a l  of t h e  planned chap- 
ters of t h e  r e p o r t .  These formed t h e  b a s i s  of a pre l iminary  
r e p o r t  prepared by General Peers  and forwarded t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army. Subsequently,  
t h e  remaining c h a p t e r  d r a f t s  were completed and a l l  were reviewed 
by t h e  p r i n c i p a l  members of t h e  Inqui ry  and General Peers  and 
r e w r i t t e n  u n t i l  each chap te r  was ready f o r  f i n a l  e d i t i n g ,  typ ing ,  
and p r i n t i n g .  

c. P r i n t i n g  Phase. Concurrent wi th  t h e  w r i t i n g  phase,  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was be ing  given t o  t h e  e d i t i n g  and p r i n t i n g  of t h e  
r e p o r t ,  t o  inc lude  t h e  test imony and documentary ,evidence. M r .  
Ralph A. R o l l i n s ,  O f f i c e  of t h e  Adjutant  General of  t h e  Army, 
joined t h e  s t a f f  a s  an a d v i s e r  on p u b l i c a t i o n  mat te r s  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  Inqui ry .  M r .  James Breedlove, g raph ic  i l l u s t r a t o r  from 
OTAG, provided Car tographic  a s s i s t a n c e  and prepared  f i n a l  artwork 
f o r  t h e  ske tches  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  MAJ Clyde D .  Lynn jo ined t h e  
r e p o r t  s t a f f  a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  neared completion t o  exped i t e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  manuscript f o r  p r i n t i n g .  

The e d i t i n g  was performed simultaneously wi th  t h e  w r i t i n g  
phase t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  s o  t h a t  each phase would merge 
i n t o  t h e  f i n a l i z a t i o n  and p r i n t i n g  of t h e  r e p o r t .  Necessary 
arrangements were made wi th  t h e  Army Photographi? Agency f o r  
t h e  reproduct ion  of photographs, t h e  Army Topographic Command 
f o r  t h e  reproduct ion  of maps and a e r i a l  photographs, and t h e  
Defense P r i n t i n g  Of f i ce  f o r  p r i n t i n g  and b ind ing  of  t h e  f i n a l  
r e p o r t .  Due t o  t h e  mass of m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  dur ing  t h e  Inqui ry  
and t h e  g r e a t  volume of test imony,  it was decided t o  p r i n t  t h e  
f i n a l  r e p o r t  i n  volumes a s  fo l lows:  

(a )  Volume I - The n a r r a t i v e  r e p o r t  with f i n d i n g s  and 



recommendations, a t t e n d a n t  ske tches ,  t a b l e s  of  con ten t s  and o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l .  

( b )  Volume I1 - Testimony and summaries of test imony,  sub-
div ided i n t o  books of 300 pages. 

( c )  Volume I11 - Eviden t i a ry  m a t e r i a l  e n t e r e d  a s  e x h i b i t s ,  
a l s o  subdivided i n t o  books. Oversize e x h i b i t s  were photographed 
and reduced o r  fo lded s o  t h a t  t h e  l o n g e s t  book would no t  exceed 
16 inches  by 20 inches .  

(dl Volume I V  - Statements  made by i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  C I D  
Agency, bound i n  one book. 

d. Pub l i ca t ion  i n  Book Form. P u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  i n  
book form was explored.  I t  was aec ided ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  was a 
mat ter  f o r  subsequent cons ide ra t ion  and d e c i s i o n  by t h e  Secre ta ry  
and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army. 





PEERS INQUERY- PERSONNEL 

LTG W. R .  P e e r s  
M r .  R o b e r t  M a c C r a t e  
M r .  B l a n d  West 
M r .  J e r o m e  K. Walsh, Jr. 

COL John W .  A r m s t r o n g  
COL Joseph R. F r a n k l i n  
COL R o b e r t  E .  M i l l e r  
COL W i l l i a m  V. Wilson 
COL T h o m a s  F. Whalen 
LTC C h a r l e s  J. B a u e r  
LTC L e o  M. B r a n d t  
LTC J. H. B r e e n  
LTC Fred K. M a h a f f e y  
LTC Wallace W. N o 1 1  
LTC J.  H. P a t t e r s o n  
LTC John E. R o g e r s  
MAJ Joseph I. A p i c i  
MAJ John G. C o n n o r  
MAJ G e o r g e  K. G a r n e r  
MAJ H o w a r d  C. Jacobson 
MAJ Jon A. K o s t y  
MAJ C l y d e  D. L y n n  
MAJ Joe C.  T h o m a s  
MAJ E d w a r d  F. Z y c h o w s k i  
MAJ H a r o l d  L .  C o o p  
MAJ D a v i d  D. D a n t z s c h e r  
MAJ W i l l i a m  F. G a b e l l a  

CVN T r i p 1  
C'VN T r i p )  

MAJ Stanley Kraus (Special D u t y )  
CPT L l o y d  L .  C h e s t e r  
CPT James F.  C l a r k  
CPT M i c h a e l  H. C l a r k  
CPT G a r y  E i f r i e d  
CPT T h o m a s  M. Jackson 
CPT T h o m a s  K e n n a n  
CPT W i l l i a m  R. P o r t e r  
CPT Alex B. Ship ley ,  Jr. 
CPT Frank B. S t ah l ,  Jr. 
1 L T  R o b e r t  L.  B r u e r  

Inc losure  2 

SGM John W .  G r i n e y  
S P 7  M i l t o n  J .  B r o w n  
S P 7  L e e  B. E d m o n d s  
S P 7  K e n n e t h  B e t t e r i d g e  
S P 6  A r t h u r  B .  R e i d ,  Jr.  
S P 6  John R. S t r e m i k i s  
S P 6  J a m e s  R. T h o m a s  
S P 5  G r e g o r y  A. B e n t l e y  
SGT K e n n e t h  B .  C r e n s h a w  
S P 5  D o n  A. E v a n s  
S P 5  P e t e r  D. H a l l o c k  
S P 5  R o b e r t  H a m i l t o n  
S P 5  J a m e s  V. L i n k  
S P 5  R i c h a r d  F. Machusick 
SGT C h a r l e s  O l s o n  
S P 5  V i o l a  P a r r i s h  
S P 5  R o d n e y  H. P e a r c e  
S P 5  R i c h a r d  T j o s v o l d  
S P 5  Stephen A. Wright 
S P 5  R o b e r t  F. Frornme (VN T r i p )  
S P 4  A l l a n  A.  B r o c k m a n n  
S P 4  G a r y  E .  France 
S P 4  L o r e n  B .  H a v e k o s t  
S P 4  D e n n i s  P .  M c  C o y  
S P ~E d w a r d  P .  N a l e v a n k o  
S P 4  T h o m a s  W .  P e t e r s i k  
S P 4  P a u l  Searle 
S P 4  John S o m e r s  
S P 4  D a v i d  F. S t o n e  
S P 4  James  L .  T h i l l  
PFC R o n a l d  L .  B l a k e l y  
PFC D o n a l d  B o u d r e a u x  
P F C  Joseph S .  W .  B r a s h i e r  
P F C  T h o m a s  R. B r o d e r i c k  



D r .  Walter G .  H e r m e s  
M r .  Ralph A.  R o l l i n s  
M r .  James Breedlove 
M r s .  R i t a  F. C o l l i n s  
M r s .  Maureen Marsha l l  , 

M i s s  Dorothy A .  S t a r o n  
M i s s  June  Roth 
M r s .  Mary R. Boothe 
M r s .  Mary H. Conroy 

PFC Dennis G .  B u l l  
PFC A 1  B u t l e r  
PFC James C h r i s t i a n  
PFC L e s l i e  W .  Dyson 
PFC Dennis A .  Gibbs 
PFC James L. Holland 
PFC Cra ig  H i l l  
PFC Joseph N.  Hollerith 
PFC Joseph L a v i e r i  
PFC Roger F. P r e s n e l l  
PFC Thomas J. Zakovi tch 
PV2 Alan J. Towson 
PV2 W i l l i a m  H .  Wanlund 
PV2 Pau l  L .  H u l l  
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FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT) 

SECOND ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT) 

CPT CLARK. CPT SHIPLEY, CPT STAHL, MAJ LYNN. CPT JACKSON, MAJ KOSTY, MAJ JACOBSON. 
MAJ CONNOR, MAJ APICI .  MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, LTC NOLL. CPT CLARK. MAJ GARNER. MAJ THOMAS. 
CPT PORTER. I L T  BRUER,SPSPARRISH.CPT E I F R I E D .  
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Inclosure 4 - Group Photograph of Peers inquiry 



Annex B 

PERIPHERAL ISSUES 

During t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s ,  
n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  scope of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  were iden t -
i f i e d .  Some of  them appear t o  warrant  fo l low up a c t i o n  by 
r e s p o n s i b l e  s t a f f  agencies  of t h e  Department of t h e  Army. 
The fo l lowing i s  a b r i e f  summary of t h e s e  p e r i p h e r a l  i s s u e s  f o r  
a c t i o n  a s  deemed appropr ia te .  

1. RECORDS MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSITION 

a .  I n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  events  of Son My, much r e l i a n c e  
had t o  be p laced on o f f i c i a l  records  of  a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  
t h a t  pe r iod .  Consequently,  exhaus t ive  sea rches  were made of 
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  f i l e s  a t  a l l  headquar ters  and records  holding 
a r e a s .  The records  of i n t e r e s t  da ted  back over  18 months, b u t  
those  found i n  t h e  f i l e s  o r  logged i n  were i n  most cases  mini- 
mal,  g e n e r a l l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Examples of d e f i c i e n c i e s  noted 
inc lude : 

(1) Incomplete permanent records  f i l e s .  Many of t h e  perm- 
anent  record  f i l e s  conta ined documents. which were n o t  necessar -
i l y  of a  permanent n a t u r e  whi le  documents which should have 
been r e t a i n e d ,  such a s  r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  were missing.  
Daily s t a f f  journa l s  w e r e  found t o  be poor ly  prepared and i n -  
complete i n  most cases .  

( 2 )  Des t ruc t ion  of records .  There appears  t o  be  a ten-
dency among u n i t s  t o  des t roy  records  r a t h e r  than  t o  r e t i r e  
them i n  accordance wi th  e s t a b l i s h e d  procedures.  I n  some cases  
"probably des t royed p r i o r  t o  t h e  l a s t  I G  [ Inspec to r  General]  i n -  
spec t ion"  was c i t e d  a s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  reason f o r  documents m i s -
s i n g  from t h e  f i l e s .  I n  one case ,  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Ad- 
v i s o r y  Team f i - l e s ,  a  headquar ters  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
had been "cleaned o u t "  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  I G  Inspec t ion  
scheduled f o r  August 1969. If records  a r e  a r b i t r a r i l y  des t royed 
a t  t h e  u n i t  l e v e l ,  t h e  Army's h i s t o r i c a l  records  obviously w i l l  
never be complete. Action appears  t o  be requ i red  throughout  
t h e  Army t o  emphasize t h e  importance of p e r i o d i c  sc reen ing  of 



records  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  documents of h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a r e  r e t i r e d  and n o t  des t royed.  

( 3 )  Accounting f o r  s e n s i t i v e  correspondence. There i s  no 
system e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  account f o r  i m ~ o r t a n t  c o r r e s ~ o n d e n c e  
except  f o r  documents c l a s s i f i e d  s e c r e t  o r  h igher .  *whi le  
s i m i l a r  c o n t r o l s  may be  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  correspondence 
on a l o c a l  l e v e l ,  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  appears  t o  b e  t h e  except ion .  
Thus, wi th  t h e  passage of t ime,  recovery of a s p e c i f i c  document 
becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  un less  t h e  correspondence has 
been a f fo rded  a s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  c o n t r o l .  
Adoption of a uniform system f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of s e n s i t i v e  o r  
important  documents of an u n c l a s s i f i e d  n a t u r e  would be p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  u s e f u l  i n  u n i t s  and a r e a s  where personnel  tu rbu lence  
i s  experienced.  

(4) Ret i red  records .  F i l e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  r e c ~ r d s  hold- 
ing  a r e a s  w e r e  poor ly  s e l e c t e d ,  poor ly  organized and, i n  some 
cases ,  i n a c c u r a t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  thus  making it d i f f i c u l t  t o  
l o c a t e  any s p e c i f i c  document wi thout  a d e t a i l e d ,  document-by- 
document sea rch  of Sll records  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a given per iod .  
The s e l e c t i o n  of documents f o r  r e t i r e m e n t  a t  u n i t  l e v e l  ap- 
pears  weak and r e q u i r e s  inc reased  a t t e n t i o n .  I n  t h e  records  
holding a r e a s ,  f i l e s  appear  t o  have been conso l ida ted  i n  boxes 
wi thout  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s  t o  headquar te r s ,  t ime,  o r  s u b j e c t  
ma t t e r ;  t h e r e  was no index system o r  c r o s s  r e f e r e n c i n g  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r a p i d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and l o c a t i o n  of docu- 
ments. I n  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  p rocess ,  genera l  l a c k  of superv i s ion  
was obvious,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  u n i t  l e v e l ,  where apparen t ly  
each u n i t  wrote  i t s  own r u l e s .  This  appears  t o  be an a r e a  ap- 
p r o p r i a t e  f o r  s p e c i a l  emphasis dur ing  f u t u r e  Annual General 
Inspec t ions .  

b. Based on t h e  g e n e r a l l y  poor cond i t ions  found by t h e  
Inqu i ry ,  it appears  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  records  maintenance and 
r e t i r e m e n t  process  should be reviewed t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  
d i r e c t i v s  a r e  adequate and a d d i t i o n a l  emphasis p laced on 
s t r i c t  adherence t o  t h e s e  d e t a i l s .  

2 .  AVIATION RECORCS 

a .  TM 38-750, Army Equipment Record Procedures,  p r e s c r i b e s  
a v i a t i o n  maintenance records  which w i l l  be maintained. While 
t h i s  system provides  f o r  "complete" records  from a maintenance 
p o i n t  of view, it does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  meet a l l  requirements  
f o r  a v i a t i o n  records  and does n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of a l l  
records  on a permanent b a s i s .  The Army Avia t ion  F l i g h t  Record, 
f o r  example (DA Form 2408-12), t h e  only  record  which i d e n t i f i e s  
t h e  crew ass igned t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  each day, i s  maintained f o r  
only t h r e e  months. No o t h e r  records  requ i red  by TM 38-750 re -
f l e c t  crew o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a .  However, some u n i t s  do main- 
t a i n  informal  "Mission Sheets"  which provide d e t a i l e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  



d a t a  a s  t o  t h e  e x a c t  t a s k s  accomplished by each a i r c r a f t  
d a i l y .  S ince  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  r equ i red ,  they  a r e  o f t e n  des t royed 
wi th  changes i n  personnel  o r  a f t e r  a pe r iod  of t h r e e  t o  s i x  
months. Such a document appears  t o  provide  u s e f u l  informat ion  
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  through o t h e r  r ecords .  

b. Considera t ion  should be  g iven t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a formal 
procedure f o r  mainta in ing d a i l y  a i r c r a f t  and u n i t  o p e r a t i o n a l  
d a t a  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  r equ i red  a v i a t i o n  maintenance 
records .  A record  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a  should be k e p t  on 
f i l e  i n  t h e  u n i t ,  probably f o r  a pe r iod  of one yea r  and then  
r e t i r e d ,  n o t  des t royed.  

3 .  USE OF PERSONAL CAMERAS BY ARMY PHOTOGRAPHERS 

a .  There appears  t o  be no c l e a r  p o l i c y  regard ing  t h e  own-
e r s h i p  and r e l e a s e  ( U S  Army versus  i n d i v i d u a l )  of f i l m  exposed 
by Army photographers us ing  pe r sona l  cameras whi le  on o f f i c i a l  
missions.  The p i c t u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  which 
were r e l e a s e d  t o  L i f e  magazine by a former Army photographer 
were made under such cond i t ions .  According t o  t h e  test imony 
of personnel  from t h e  America1 Divis ion  Pub l i c  Information Of- 
f i c e  (PIO),  t h e r e  was no e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i c y  i n  March 1968 re -  
garding t h e  use of  pe r sona l  cameras. Because of t h e  l a c k  of  
u n i t  cameras, t h e  use of p r i v a t e  cameras by photographers was 
encouraged. Likewise, t h e  11th  Brigade had no e s t a b l i s h e d  
p o l i c y ,  b u t  according t o  some test imony,  t h e r e  was an un- 
w r i t t e n  understanding t h a t  nega t ives  taken on o f f i c i a l  m i s -
s i o n s  w e r e  n o t  t o  be  removed from t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e .  While t h e  
use  of personal  cameras by photographers i s  apparen t ly  de- 
s i r a b l e  and cont inues  a s  a common p r a c t i c e ,  review of a p p l i c a b l e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  and d i r e c t i v e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no 
e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i c y  e i t h e r  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  use  of t h e  cameras 
o r  t h e  f u t u r e  ownership of any p i c t u r e s  taken. 

b .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  appears  t h a t  a p o l i c y  should be es tab-  
l i s h e d  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  ownership and r e l e a s e  a u t h o r i t y  of f i l m  
exposed by Army photographers  us ing  t h e i r  pe r sona l  cameras 
whi le  on o f f i c i a l  miss ions  t o  prec lude  t h e  unauthorized r e -
l e a s e  of Army photographs i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Such p o l i c y  must be 
e f f e c t i v e  throughout  t h e  Army and n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  l o c a l  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n .  I t  i s  understood t h a t  ACSC-E i s  t ak ing  a c t i o n  t o  
i s s u e  a p p r o p r i a t e  guidance t o  a l l  commanders. 

4 .  USE O F  SMOKE GRENADES 

a .  While n o t  an i s s u e  i n  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  random 
use  of colored  smoke by a v i a t o r s  and ground t roops  t o  maxk both 
enemy and f r i e n d l y  l o c a t i o n s  could e a s i l y  cause confusion.  
This  i s  an  a r e a  where p o s i t i v e  understanding by a l l  p a r t i e s  



a s  t o  t h e  meaning o r  purpose of a s p e c i f i c  c o l o r  of smoke i s  
e s s e n t i a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  prevent  f a l s e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  For ex-
ample, i f  t h e  ground t roops  used r e d  smoke t o  mark a n o - f i r e  
a r e a ,  and t h e  gunships f l y i n g  overhead assumed t h a t  r ed  smoke 
marked an  enemy l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  r e s u l t  could prove d i s a s t r o u s .  
Many u n i t s  i n  Vietnam have recognized t h i s  problem and rou-
t i n e l y  pub l i sh  w i t h i n  t h e i r  S i g n a l  Operat ing I n s t r u c t i o n s  
(SOI),  o r  by o t h e r  means, t h e  purpose f o r  which s p e c i f i c  c o l o r s  
of smoke w i l l  be used dur ing  a  given per iod .  

b.  I n  view of  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  misunderstanding i n  t h i s  
r ega rd ,  a review of t h e  use  of smoke grenades from a  doc-
t r i n a l  p o i n t  of view appears warranted. F u r t h e r ,  it appears  
d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  an Army-wide p o l i c y  be e s t a b l i s h e d  r e q u i r i n g  
t h a t  a l l  u n i t s ,  probably a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ,  announce i n  t h e  
SOP o r  SO1 procedures f o r  t h e  use  of va r ious  c o l o r s  of smoke 
f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes.  Although t h e  impetus f o r  such a 
p o l i c y  should come from t h e  t o p  echelon,  i t s  implementation 
must be de lega ted  t o  t h e  lowest  l e v e l  wherein employment w i l l  
depend on t h e  weather ,  t e r r a i n ,  enemy, 3nd s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s .  

5. SELECTION AND T R A I N I N G  OF LIAISON OFFICERS 

Some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  in terv iewed by t h e  Inqu i ry  who had 
f i l l e d  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  p o s i t i o n s  d i d  n o t  appear p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w e l l  q u a l i f i e d ,  nor  were t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  they had 
rece ived  s p e c i a l  guidance o r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  job. I n  view 
of t h e  impor tant  func t ion  performed by l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ,  es -
p e c i a l l y  i n  Vietnam, it appears  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  followed f o r  
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  t r a i n i n g  conducted 
t o  p repare  o f f i c e r s  f o r  l i a i s o n  duty  a r e  a r e a s  which r e q u i r e  
a d d i t i o n a l  emphasis w i t h i n  t h e  Army school  system. 

6 .  PERSONNEL TURBULENCE 

One of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  problems faced by t h e  America1 
Divis ion ,  and probably by o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam, was t h e  per-  
sonnel  tu rbu lence  c r e a t e d  by t h e  one-year r o t a t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  
the rest and r e c u p e r a t i o n  (R&R)  program, t h e  p o l i c y  of r o t a t i n g  
commanders and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  normally a f t e r  s i x  months on t h e  
job, and t h e  i n f u s i o n  program. While t h e s e  a r e  a l l  e x c e l l e n t  
programs and each served a  most u s e f u l  and v a l i d  purpose,  t h i s  
Inqui ry  found t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  l ack  of c o n t i n u i t y  and t h e  
problems c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  personnel  replacement process  were 
d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  u n i t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  No change i s  suggested;  
however, it does appear  t h a t  a thorough review should be under- 
taken t o  determine i f  t h e  impact of t h e s e ,  o r  s i m i l a r  programs, 
on combat r ead iness  can be  reduced i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  



7 .  U T I L I Z A T I O N  OF FIRST SERGEANTS 

a .  While t h e  use  made of a f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  i s  t h e  preroga-  
t i v e  of t h e  u n i t  commander, t h e  g e n e r a l l y  accepted p o l i c y  i s  
t h a t  a r i f l e  company f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  i s  most e f f e c t i v e l y  em-
ployed i n  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  h i s  company. I t  i s  perhaps s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  t h a t  none of t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t s  of TF Barker were i n  
t h e  f i e l d  f o r  o t h e r  than  s h o r t  v i s i t s  dur ing  t h e  Son My opera- 
t i o n ;  they had a l l  remained behind a t  t h e i r  u n i t ' s  base  camp. 
Had they been i n  t h e  f i e l d  fo l lowing t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e i r  
companies, s e t t i n g  t h e  example and in f luenc ing  t h e  a c t i o n s  of 
o t h e r  N C O t s  and e n l i s t e d  men, t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
might have been d i f f e r e n t .  

b. I t  i s  suggested t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  emphasis be  p laced upon 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and t h e  r o l e  he should p lay  
i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  o p e r s t i o n s  of h i s  
u n i t  i n  the f i e l d .  This  could be accomplished through t h e  
Army school  system, t h e  Command Sergeants  Major program and 
command emphasis. 



Annex C 

GLOSSARY 

AB-143 .......................	Designation for MACV Combined Cam- 
paign Plan, 1968 

AC ...........................Aircraft commander. Aviator in 

charge of piloting the helicopter. 


ADC..........................Assistant Division Commander. 

Aero-Scouts ..................See aircraft names. 

After Action.. ...............See Combat Action Report. 
Report 

AG ...........................Adjutant General. The adjutant of 

a unit authorized a General Staff. 

See Staff. 


Aircraft Names 


Aero-Scouts .............Helicopters from Co B, 123 Avn Bn. 

"Bubble".................	Nickname for OH-6, OH-13, or OH-23 

helicopter. 

"Dolphins1'..............Liftship, 174th Assault Helicopter 
Company 

"Firebirds".............Gunship, 71st Avn Co. 

"Gunship"...............	UH-1 helicopter armed with miniguns, 

rockets, 40 millimeter grenade 
launchers, or any combination thereof. 



"Helix" .................FAC, l i g h t  f i x e d  wing a i r c r a f t  


"Hook" ..................	CH-47 h e l i c o p t e r .  Used f o r  heavy 
cargo and t roop  t r a n s p o r t .  

"Huey". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e U H - l  h e l i c o p t e r .  


" L i f t s h i p "..............	Hel icop te r  used t o  t r a n s p o r t  t roops  
dur ing  a  combat a s s a u l t .  

LOH .....................Ligh t  obse rva t ion  h e l i c o p t e r .  


"Minute men" ............	L i f t  s h i p s  f o r  176th Assau l t  Helicop- 
t e r  Company. 

"Medevac" ...............Medical evacuat ion  h e l i c o p t e r .  


"Muskets" ...............	Gunships f o r  176th Assau l t  He l i cop te r  
Company. 

"PRIMO".................11th  Bde C&C h e l i c o p t e r .  


"Puff t h e  Magic .........AC-47 a i r c r a f t  armed wi th  m u l t i b a r r e l e d ,  
Dragon" 7.62 m i l l i m e t e r ,  extremely high r a t e  

of f i r e  weapon. Also c a l l e d  "Spooky". 

" R a t t l e r s ".............. L i f t s h i p s  71s t  Assau l t  He l i cop te r  
Company. 

"Scorpions" .............Old name f o r  123d Avn Bn gunships.  


"Sharks"................	Gunship 174th Assau l t  He l i cop te r  
Company. 

"Skeeter" ...............LOH, CO B ,  123d Avn Bn. 


" S l i c k f ' .................	U H - 1  h e l i c o p t e r  used f o r  cargo and 
t roop  t r a n s p o r t .  May o r  may n o t  
have door gunners armed wi th  M-60 
machineguns. 

"Spooky" ................	AC-47 a i r c r a f t  armed wi th  mul t i -  
b a r r e l e d ,  7.62 m i l l i m e t e r ,  extremely 
r a p i d  f i r e  weapon. Also c a l l e d  "Puff 
t h e  Magic Dragon". 

"War Lords" .............Gunship Co B ,  123 Avn Bn 




A I T .  .........................Advanced I n d i v i d u a l  Tra in ing.  


ALO. .........................A i r  L ia ison O f f i c e r .  A t a c t i c a l  

A i r  Force O f f i c e r  a t t ached  t o  a 
ground f o r c e  a s  a i r  adv i so r .  

Ammo. ........................Ammunition 


"Animals". ...................	Nickname f o r  infantrymen of Co B ,  
123d Avn Bn. 

Antipersonnel  mine.. .........	A mine designed t o  cause c a s u a l t i e s  
t o  personnel .  

A0 ...........................	Area of Operat ions.  An a r e a  where 
US/FWMAF conduct o p e r a t i o n s  during 
a s p e c i f i c  pe r iod  of t ime.  An A 0  
i s  ass igned normally f o r  a s p e c i f i c  
opera t ion  which may be wi th in  o r  
o u t s i d e  of a TAOR. 

APC. .........................Armored personnel  c a r r i e r .  


Arty .........................A r t i l l e r y  


ARVN .........................Army of  t h e  Republic of Vietnam; 

Vietnamese s o l d i e r .  

ATP ..........................Army Tra ic ing  Program. 


ATT ..........................Army Tra in ing Tes t .  


Avn ..........................Aviat ion .  


Bde ..........................Brigade. 


BG ...........................B r i g a d i e r  General.  


"Blow away" ..................To k i l l .  (GI s l a n g ) .  


Blown i n  p l a c e  ...............Des t ruc t ion  by demol i t ion  wit-hout 

removing the o b j e c t  t o  another  l o c a t i o n .  

Bn.. .........................B a t t a l i o n .  

Body Count ...................	Procedure whereby enemy bodies a r e  
counted t o  provide a s t a t i s t i c  f o r  
measuring degree of success  of an 
opera t ion  and t o  be used i n  develop- 
ing  d a t a  concerning enemy o r d e r  of 
b a t t l e .  



Boobytrap ....................	Usually an explos ive  charge which 
i s  exploded when an unsuspect ing 
person d i s t u r b s  an apparen t ly  
harmless o b j e c t  o r  performs a 
presumably s a f e  a c t .  Can a l s o  
be a spea r  t r a p  o r  s i m i l a r  mechanical 
device  which does n o t  employ an 
explos ive  charge.  

"Bought i t "  ..................K i l l e d .  (GI s l a n g ) .  


Bounding mine ................	Type of a n t i p e r s o n n e l  mine, u s u a l l y  
bur ied  j u s t  below t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  
ground. I t h a s  a smal l  charge which 
throws t h e  case  up, i n t o  t h e  a i r ;  t h i s  
explodes a t  a h e i g h t  of 3 o r  4 f e e t ,  
throwing sh rapne l  o r  fragments i n  a l l  
d i r e c t i o n s .  

Break. .......................	Radio procedure s i g n i f y i n g  a break 
hetween one conversa t ion  o r  i d e a  
and another .  

"Bubble" .....................See a i r c r a f t  names. 


B u n k e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .....	A f o r t i f i e d  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  pro- 
t e c t i o n  of personnel ,  defended gun 
p o s i t i o n  o r  a de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  

CA. ..........................	Combat a s s a u l t .  Usually used i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  an a s s a u l t  u t i l i z i n g  
h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  t roops .  

Cal ..........................C a l i b e r .  


"C&C"........................Command and c o n t r o l .  Used i n  r e fe rence  

"C&C s h i p  (o r  h e l i c o p t e r ) '  	 t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  u t i l i z e d  by t h e  t ac -

t i c a l  commander dur ing  a t a c t i c a l  
opera t ion .  

CD ...........................	C i v i l  defendant .  Persons who a r e  
suspected  of being s p i e s ,  s a b o t e u r s ,  
t e r r o r i s t s ,  o r  c r i m i n a l s  and who do 
n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  p r i s o n e r s  of war. 

Census Grievance. ............GVN agency which accep t s  and processes  
Committee complaints from c i t i z e n s .  



CG .......................... .Commandin g  General .  


CH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C h a  p l a i n .  


"Char l ie  Bifd" ...............	Command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r .  
See C&C.  

"Char l i e  Char l i e"  ............	Command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r .  
See C&C. 

CHICOM.......................Chinese Communist. 


Chieu Hoi ....................	Vietnamese program whereby V i e t  
Cong o r  North Vietnamese who 
su r render  v o l u n t a r i l y  a r e  g iven 
amnesty. Means "open arms". 

C I D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Divksion 
(Provost Marshal ' s  O f f i c e ) .  

C I D G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C i v i l i a n  I r r e g u l a r  Defense Group 
(RVN). Vietnamese i r r e g u l a r s ,  o f t e n  
advised by U.S. S p e c i a l  Forces.  

"Claymore" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M-18 mine s e r i e s .  A type  of a n t i -  

personnel  mine developed by t h e  Army, 

which p rope l s  p e l l e t s  i n  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  employed. The VC and 

CHICOM have devised  s i m i l a r  mines, 

which a r e  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as-

"claymores".  


"Click" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K i l o m e t e r .  


CO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Commandin  g  O f f i c e r ,  


Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Corn  pany. 


COL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C o l o n e l .  


"Cold" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . N o t  r ece iv ing  f i r e ,  i . e . ,  a "cold  

LZ. " 

Combat Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R  e p o r t  d e t a i l i n g  p lan  and conduct of 
Report (CAR) t a c t i c a l  opera t ion  and i t s  r e s u l t s .  

Command and Contro l  ..........	An arrangement of personnel  and 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  employed by a commander 
i n  p lanning,  d i r e c t i n g ,  and c o n t r o l -  
l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  Also used i n  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  commander's h e l i c o p t e r .  



Command detonated mine,. .....	A mine which is detonated electrically 
utilizing wires and a detonating 
generator -blasting machine) or a 
battery. 

Command net ..................	A communications network which 
connects an echelon of command with 
some or all of its subordinate 
echelons for the purpose of command 
control. 

Command Post .................	In combat, the echelon in which the 
commander is lot-ated. Frequently 
the field commander is located in 
a CCC helicopter; thus the helicopter 
becomes the command post. 

COMUSMACV....................Commander, United States Military 

Assistance Command Vietnam. 


Console......................	A grouping of radios in a helicopter 
which enables the user to have a mul- 
tiple frequency radio capability. 

CORDS........................	Civil Operations Revolutionary 
Development Support. US Agency 
which channels funds and materials 
for civil works. 

"Coyote".....................See radio call signs, 

CP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . , . C o m  mand Post. 


CPT..........................Captain. 

C Rations....................	Special type ration designed for 

troops under combat conditions 

CSCC.. .....................,.Combat Support Coordination Center. 
The CSCC is a facility within which 
are grouped representatives of 
artillery, air, naval gunfire, and 
other agencies deemed necessary by 
the commander Csl . 

CSM..........................Command Sergeant Major. 

CSWC ........................Crew served weapons captured. 




CTZ ..........................Corps T a c t i c a l  Zone. M i l i t a r y  

subd iv i s ion  i n  Vietnam, providing 

a r e a s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  ARVN corps 

and U S  F i e l d  Force headquar ters .  

Di,vided i n t o  4 zones, i.e .  , I CTZ,  

I1 CTZ, I11 CTZ, I V  C T Z .  


CWO.. . . .  .....................Chief Warrant O f f i c e r .  


CYA. .........................	G I  s l a n g  express ion ,  usua l ly  used 
among s t a f f  personnel  when r e f e r -  
r i n g  t o  a  paper  o r  a c t i o n  prepared 
a s  a defense  a g a i n s t  some f u t u r e  charge.  
Means "Cover Your Act ion ."  

DAO ..........................Divis ion  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  


DEROS ........................	Date e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e t u r n  from over- 
s e a s .  

Detainees ....................	Vietnamese who have been de ta ined  b u t  
whose f i n a l  s t a t u s ,  i . e . ,  innocent  
c i v i l i . a n ,  r e t u r n e e ,  c i v i l  defendant  
o r  p r i s o n e r  of war, has n o t  y e t  been 
determined. 

"Di Di" .  .....................Vietnamese words meaning " t o  run".  


"Di Di-ing" ..................Running 


"Dink". ......................Vietnamese person ( G I  s l a n g ) .  


DIOCC ........................	D i s t r i c t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  and Operat ions 
Coordinat ing Center .  

D i r e c t  Support  (DSZ .........Miss ion  i n  which a f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  
u n i t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  responsive  t o  
f i r e  miss ions  i n  suppor t  of a  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  ground f o r c e .  

D i s t r i c t  .....................	P o l i t i c a l  subd iv i s ion  i n  RVN, roughly 
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a county. 

D i s t r i c t  C h i e f .  ..............	GVN o f f i c i a l  governing a d i s t r i c t  
conta in ing s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s ,  u s u a l l y  
a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r .  

http:civili.an


Divis ion  Support Command .....	An o rgan ic  d i v i s i o n a l  u n i t  respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  providing d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  
supply,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  maintenance, 
medical ,  and miscel laneous  s e r v i c e s  
f o r  a l l  e lements  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

"Dolphin" ....................	See r a d i o  c a l l  s i g n s ;  a i r c r a f t  
names. 

D S A . . , . , . . . , . . . . . , . . . . . . . .  ...	D i s t r i c t  Senior  Advisor.  Senior  US 
adv i so r  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief .  

Dud,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,...,.,.,.,.Exp10sive munition which has f a i l e d  
t o  explode a f t e r  being armed; an 
i n d i v i d u a l  who does n o t  perform 
proper ly .  

"Dung LaiW..........,.,...,,.Vietnamese words meaning " h a l t " .  


Dust O f f . , . , . , . ,  ............ T e r m  used f o r  medical  evacuat ion  
h e l i c o p t e r s .  Also used r e f e r r i n g  
t o  being evacuated from t h e  b a t t l e -  
f i e l d  because of wounds. 

EOD,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,...,. ,.,.,Explosive Ordnance Disposal  u n i t .  
Personnel  w i t h  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  and 
equipment who render  exp los ive  
ordnance s a f e  (such a s  bombs, mines, 
p r o j e c t i l e s  and booby t raps ) ,  make 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  on such ordnance 
and superv i se  t h e  s a f e  removal t h e r e o f .  

Ext rac ted  ....................To be removed by h e l i c o p t e r .  


F A C . . , . . , . . . , . ,  ..............Forward A i r  C o n t r o l l e r .  An o f f i c e r  
@ i r  Force P i l o t )  member of t h e  t a c -  
t i c a l  a i r  c o n t r o l  p a r t y  who c o n t r o l s  
a i r c r a f t  engaged i n  c l o s e  a i r  sup- 
p o r t  of ground t roops .  I n  Vietnam 
t h e  FAC c o n t r o l s  a i r s t r i k e s  from 
a l i g h t  fixed-wing a i r c r a f t  such a s  
t h e  0 - 1  (P iper  Cub). 

F D C , . . . . , . , . . . .  ............ .pire  Di rec t ion  Center .  That. element 

of a command p o s t  by means of which 
t h e  ~ornma~der  e x e r c i s e s  f i r e  d i r e c -  
t i o n  and/or f i r e  c o n t r o l .  

FDO ......................... F i r e  Di rec t ion  O f f i c e r .  




F i r e  f o r  e f f e c t . . .  ...........	F i r e  which i s  d e l i v e r e d  a f t e r  t h e  
b u r s t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  d e s i r e d  d i s -  
t ance  of t h e  t a r g e t ;  term i n  a  
f i r e  message t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  ad- 
justment i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and f i r e  
f o r  e f f e c t  i s  d e s i r e d .  

Firepower ....................	The amount of f i r e  which may be 
d e l i v e r e d  by a p o s i t i o n ,  u n i t ,  o r  
weapons system; a b i l i t y  t o  d e l i v e r  
f i r e  on an o v e r a l l  b a s i s .  

"Flap" .......................A s i t u a t i o n  of confusion o r  chaos. 


FO ...........................	Forward Observer.  A f r o n t  l i n e  
observer  t r a i n e d  t o  a d j u s t  ground 
o r  naval  g u n f i r e  and pass  back 
b a t t l e f i e l d  informat ion .  

F o r t i f i e d  V i l l a g e  ............A hamlet which has been f o r t i f i e d  
o r  Hamlet wi th  bunkers ,  f i g h t i n g  p o s i t i o n s ,  

communications t r e n c h e s ,  i n t e r -
connect ing tunne l  networks, h id ing 
p l a c e s ,  e t c .  

"Fox Mike" ...................Frequency modulated IFM) rad io .  

Freq .........................Radio frequency. 


FSB ..........................	F i r e  Support Base. Base of 
opera t ions  from which f i r e  sup- 
p o r t  may be d e l i v e r e d .  

FWMAF........................	Free  World M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  
Forces.  

Garble .......................	h e r r o r  i n  t r ansmiss ion  o r  recep-
t i o n  which renders  a  message o r  
p o r t i o n  the reof  i n c o r r e c t  o r  
u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  

"Gook".......................Vietnamese person.  ( G I  s l ang)  


"Grunts".....................Nickname f o r  infantrymen. 


GT Line ......................	Gun-target l i n e .  An imaginary 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  from t h e  gun t o  t h e  
t a r g e t .  

"Gunnie" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A v i a t o r  who f l i e s  a gunship. 




GVN..,.,...............,.....Government of South Vietnam 


G1, G2, G3, e t c .  ............ .See S t a f f  


Hamlet .......................	The p o l i t i c a l  subd iv i s ion  i n  t h e  
RVN governmental s t r u c t u r e  immediate- 
l y  below v i l l a g e  l e v e l .  

Hamlet Chief.................GW o f f i c i a l  governing a hamlet ,  
u s u a l l y  a c i v i l i a n .  

u H & I "  ........................	Harassing and in te rd i ' c t ion  f 2 r e .  
F i r e  designed t o  d2s tu rb  t h e  rest 
of t h e  enemy t r o o p s ,  t o  c u r t a i l  
movement, and, by t h r e a t  of  l o s s e s ,  
t o  lower morale.  F i r e  p laced on 
an a r e a  o r  p o i n t  t o  p reven t  t h e  
enemy from us ing t b  a r e a  o r  p o i n t .  

"Hard core"  .................."Hard c o r e  V i e t  Congu a r e  t h o s e  who 
a r e  completely i n d o c t r i n a t e d  toward 
and ded ica ted  t o  t h e  V i e t  Cong. 

HE ...........................High exp los ive  & r o j e c t i k e ~ .  


HES .........................Hamlet Evaluat ion  System. US program 

which e v a l u a t e s  GVN c o n t r o l  over  ham- 
le ts .  

"Higher" ....................SIigher headquar ters  o r  h igher  a u t h o r i t y .  


wHigh gun" .....,...,.........U H - 1  armed h e l i c o p t e r  i n  Co B ,  123d 
Avn Bn, which was t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  
commander's a i r c r a f t .  It  was s o  
named because it f lew h igher  than  
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  aero-scout  team. 

"Hi t  t h e  LZ" ................Land i n  t h e  landing zone. 


"Hook".......................S e e  a i r c r a f t  names. 


"Hootch" .....................T erm used f o r  h u t  o r  s t r u c t u r e  made 
of r i c e  s t r aw and bamboo o r  s i m i l a r  
m a t e r i a l .  ( G I  s l a n g )  . 

"Hot" .......................Receiving h o s t i l e  f i r e  ( i . e . ,  a "hot  

LZ") . 

"Huey" ...................... See a i r c r a f t  names. 



Hust le .......................To move r a p i d l y .  


I G  ...........................Inspec to r  General.  A S p e c i a l  

S t a f f  o f f i c e r  who examines and 
r e p o r t s  on every phase of a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  a f f e c t s  a command, i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  
o r  a c t i v i t y .  See s t a f f .  

I G  Inspec t ion ................	Inspec to r  General  Inspec t ion .  An 
examination by an i n s p e c t o r  genera l  
i n t o  t h e  performance of  a  mission 
and--the s t a t e  of d i s c i p l i n e ,  
e f f i c i e n c y ,  and economy of a command, 
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o r  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  
Department of  t h e  Army. 

I11 M A F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  	 Third Marine Amphibious Force. 


Incom 	 Receiving h o s t i l e  f i r e .  

In-country ...................Phys ica l ly  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  country.  


In f  ..........................I n f a n t r y .  


I n f o . . . . . . .  ..................Information.  


I n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  ..............	The b a s i c  economical, s o c i a l ,  o r  
m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  and i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
of a community, s t a t e ,  e t c .  See 
V i e t  Cong I n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

Innocent  C i v i l i a n s .  ..........	Members of t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion  
of Son My v i l l a g e ,  who were unarmed . 

and committing no h o s t i l e  a c t s .  ( A l -
s o  c a l l e d  noncombatants.) 

INTSUM.......................	I n t e l l i g e n c e  summary. A s p e c i f i c  
r e p o r t  providing a summary of i tems 
of ' i n t e l l i g e n c e  informat ion ,  u s u a l l y  
a t  6 hour i n t e r v a l s .  

IWC. .........................I n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured .  


JAG .......................... Judge Advocate General.  See S t a f f .  


Journa l ......................	A record  of s i g n i f i c a n t  even t s ,  s e e  
log .  

J1, J2,  J3, e t c . . .  ...........See S t a f f .  




"KHA .........................K i l l e d  due t o  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  


K I A ..........................K i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  


Laager .......................	South Afr ican  term used dur ing  t h e  
Boer War. Used t o  mean a de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n .  

" ~ a idgy" ....................	Vietnamese words meaning "come 
here .  I' 

LAW ..........................See weapons. 


"Lead" .......................	The l e a d e r  of a f l i g h t .  See c a l l  
s i g n s .  

LF ...........................	Local Force. VC m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  
which a r e  d i r e c t l y  subord ina te  t o  
a p r o v i n c i a l  o r  d i s t r i c t  p a r t y  
committee and normally opera te  only 
w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i c  VC province o r  
d i s t r i c t .  

L i f t .........................	A f l i g h t  of t roop-carry ing h e l i -
c o p t e r s .  

" L i f t  Ship" ..................See a i r c r a f t  names. 


"Lima Zulu" ..................Landing zone. 


LNO ..........................Lia i son  o f f i c e r .  


LO ...........................Lia i son  o f f i ce r ,  


Log ..........................A r e c o r s  of s i g n i f i c a n t  even t s .  See 

J o u r n a l .  

Logged . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E  n t e r e d  I n t o  a Log o r  J o u r n a l .  


Logging T i m e .................Keeping a record  of hours of f l i g h t ,  


LOH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L i  g h t  obse rva t ion  h e l i c o p t e r .  


"Low Gun". ...................	UH-1 armed h e l i c o p t e r  f l y i n g  a t  a 
low a l t i t u d e  w i t h  mission of F:ro- 
t e c t i n g  t h e  l i g h t  obse rva t ion  h e l i -  
c o p t e r .  

LRRP. ........................Long Range Reconnaissance P a t r o l .  




LTC. .........................Lieutenant  Colonel.  


L T L . . . . . .  ....................Lien t i n h - l o .  Vietnamese des igna t ion  

f o r  an i n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  highway o r  
r o u t e .  

LZ ...........................L anding Zone. 


MACV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . M i  	 l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Command, Vietnam. 


MAJ. ...,.......,...,.,.,.....M a j o r .  


"Mama San". ...........,......An o l d  woman. CGS: s l ang]  


MEDCAP .......................	Medical C i v i c  Action Program. A m i l -
i t a r y  opera t ion  dur ing  which a hamlet 
i s  secured by a  m l l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  and 
medical  c a r e ,  medicine,  food,  and 
c l o t h i n g  a r e  d ispensed t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  

MEDEVAC.. ....................	Medical evacuat ion .  Removed from t h e  
b a t t l e  f i e l d  because of wounds. Also 
term used t o  i d e n t i f y  a  h e l i c o p t e r  
used i n  t h e  medical  evacuat ion .  

Medic ........................	A member of t h e  Army Medical Corps, 
e s p e c i a l l y  one who g i v e s  f i r s t  a i d  
i n  combat. 

MG ...........................Major General .  


M I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  branch. 


"Mike Mike" ..................Mil l ime te r ,  i . e .  60 Mike Mike mor tar .  


Mine, .........................	An exp los ive  designed t o  d e s t r o y  o r  
damage v e h i c l e s ,  b o a t s ,  o r  a i r c r a f t  
o r  designed t o  k i l l  o r  i n c a p a c i t a t e  
personnel .  I t  may be de tonated  by 
t h e  a c t i o n  of i t s  v i c t i m ,  by t h e  pass-  
age of t i m e ,  o r  by c o n t r o l l e d  means. 

Mine sweeper. ................	A dev ice  which d e t e c t s  m e t a l l i c  ob- 
j e c t s ;  used t o  d e t e c t  mines. 

"Minigun" ....................	A extremely r a p i d  f i r i n g  machinegun 
us ing  m u l t i p l e  b a r r e l s ,  5 .56  m i l l i -
meters .  

"Misprison of a f e lony" ......	The o f f e n s e  of conceal ing  knowledge 
of a  fe lony by one who has n o t  p a r t -
i c i p a t e d  o r  a s s i s t e d  i n  it. 



mm ...........................Millimeter,. i.e, 60 mm mortar. 

Monitoring...................The act of listening to, reviewing 


and/or recording enemy or friendly 

communication for the purpose of 

maintaining standards, improving 

communications, or for reference. 


M-1, M-16, M-60, etc.........See weapons. 


NCO..........................Noncommissioned officer. Ranks 

Corporal through Sergeant Major. 


NCS. .........................	Net Control Station, A station 
designated to control traffic and 
enforce circuit discipline within 
a given net. 

Net..........................	An organizatic~n of Cradiol stations 
capable of direct communications on 
a common channel or frequency. 

NLF..........................National Liberation Front. Politichl 

arm of the Viet Cong. 


Noncombatant. ................Members of the civilian population 
of Son My Village, who were unarmed 
and committing no hostile acts. 
mlso called "innocen* civilians. " 2 

"NUOC man". ..................Vietnamese fish sauce. 
NVA........................ ,.North Vietnamese Army, 

OB......................... ,.Order of Battle. The identification, 

strenytFi, command structure, and dis- 
position of the personnel, units, and 
equipment of any military force. 

OBJ ..........................Objective. A definite tactical fea- 

ture, the seizure and/or holding of 

which is essential. 


OJT..........................On the Job Training. A training 

process whereby students or trainees 

acquire knowledge and skill through 

actual performance of duties. 


OPCON........................	Operational Control. The authority 
granted to a commander to direct 
forces assigned so that the commander 
may accomplish specific missions, or 
tasks which are usually limited by 
function , time, or location. 

OPREP........................Operations Report. 




Orbi t ing .....................Flying i n  c i r c l e s  over  an a r e a .  


"Out" ........................	Radio procedure s i g n i f y i n g  end of 

t ransmiss ion .  


"Over" .......................	Radio procedure s i g n i f y i n g  a r e p l y  

t o  t h e  preceding t ransmiss ion  i s  

a n t i c i p a t e d .  


Paddy . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . R i c e  f i e l d .  


"Papa San" ...................An o l d  man. (GI s l a n g )  


Pax...........................P a s s e n g e r t s ) .  


PD ...........................	P o i n t  de tona t ing  fuze  f o r  an a r t i l l -
e r y  p r o j e c t i l e .  Located i n  t h e  nose 
of a p r o j e c t i l e ,  which i s  i n i t i a t e d  
upon impact. 

u P e t e r  P i l o t " .  ...............	P i l o t  of a h e l i c o p t e r ,  a s  d i f f e r e n t i -
a t e d  from t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander. 

PFC. ..............,.%..........P r i v a t e  F i r s t  Class .  

PHOENIX Program ..............	.Coordinated e f f o r t  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  V i e t  
Cong i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  on a nationwide 
b a s i s .  

Phonet ic  Alphabet ............	A l i s t  of s t andard  words used t o  id -
e n t i f y  l e t t e r s  i n  a  message t r a n s -
m i t t e d  by r a d i o  o r  te lephone:  

A.....Alpha 	 N.....November 
B.... .Bravo 	 O . . . . . O s c a r  
C . . .  . .Char l i e  	 P . .  ...Papa 
D. ....Del ta  &. . . . .Quebec  

E.... .Echo R . .  ...Romeo 

F . . . . . F o x t r o t  S. ....S i e r r a  

G . . .  . .Golf T.... .Tango 

H . .  ...Hotel  U.....Uniform 

I..  ...I n d i a  V. . . . .Vic tor  

J . . . . . J u l i e t  W .  ....Whiskey 

K. . . . .Kilo X.....Xray 

L . .  ...Lima Y.....Yankee 

M . .  ...Mike Z.. . . .Zulu 


PIC ..........................Province I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Center .  


" P i n k v i l l e " .  .................Nickname f o r  My Lai  (1). 


PIOCC ........................Province I n t e l l i g e n c e  and Operat ions 

Coordinat ing Center ,  
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P l t ..........................Pla toon.  


POL ..........................Pe t ro lem, ,  O i l s ,  and Lubr icants .  


"Pop Smoke1' ..................	To employ a smoke grenade i n  o r d e r  
t o  i d e n t i f y  a l o c a t i o n .  

POR ..........................	Prepara t ion  of Replacement f o r  over-
s e a  movement. 

"Pot" ........................Marijuana. A h a l l u c i n a t o r y  drug. 


POW ..........................Pr i soner  of war. Correc t  term is  

IIPW". 

Prep .........................	Shortened term fox p repara t ion  o r  
p repara to ry  f i r e .  A heavy volume 
of prearranged ground o r  a i r c r a f t  
f i r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  d e s t r o y ,  d i s r u p t ,  
d i so rgan ize ,  and n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  
enemy and t o  demoralize and des t roy  
t h e  defending f o r c e s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
i n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  a t t a c k .  F i r e  de- 
l i v e r e d  on a t a r g e t  p repara to ry  t o  
an a s s a u l t .  

"Pr ick  9 " .  ...................AN/PRC 9 p o r t a b l e ,  man-carried r a d i o .  


" p r i c k  2 5 "  ...................AN/PRC 25  p o r t a b l e ,  man-carried r a d i o .  


Province .....................	P o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n  i n  RVN, roughly 
equ iva len t  t o  a s t a t e  

Province Chief . .  .............	GVN o f f i c i a l  governing a Province,  
u s u a l l y  a  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  roughly 
equ iva len t  t o  a  governor.  

Provost  Marshal. .............	S t a f f  o f f i c e r  who superv i ses  a l l  a c t -  
i v i t i e s  of m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  of a comm-
and and who adv i ses  t h e  commander on 
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  m a t t e r s ,  p r i s o n e r s  
of  war, m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n e r s ,  and o t h e r  
ma t t e r s  of concern t o  t h e  commander. 

PSA..........................	Pro~r ince  Senior  Advisor. Senior  U S  
adv i so r  t o  t h e  Province Chief .  

PSYOPS .......................	Psychologica l  Operat ions.  These oper- 
a t i o n s  inc lude  psychologica l  war fa re ,  
and i n  a d d i t i o n ,  encompass t h o s e  pol-  
i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  economic, and ideo l -  
o g i c a l  a c t i o n s  planned and conducted 
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t o  c r e a t e  i n  n e u t r a l  o r  f r i e n d l y  
f o r e i g n  groups t h e  emotions, a t t i -
tudes ,  o r  behavior  t o  support  t h e  
achievement of  n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  

"Puff t h e  Magic Dragon" ......See a i r c r a f t  names. 

"Push". ......................Term used t o  mean a r a d i o  frequency. 


PVT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . P r i v a t e .  


PW...........................Pr i soner  of war. ( I n c o r r e c t l y  c a l l e d  

tlPOW I' ) 

PZ ...........................Pickup zone. 


QL...........................Quoc-lo. Vietnamese des igna t ion  f o r  

a n a t i o n a l  highway o r  r o u t e .  

Radio C a l l  Sign ............,.A group of l e t t e r s ,  numerals,  o r  a 

combination of both  which i d e n t i f i e s  

a r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  


"Coyote" ................TF Barker.  


"Coyote 3"..............MAJ Calhoun. 


"Coyote 6".. ............LTC Barker.  


"Coyote 23" .............Pickup zone con t ro l ,  LZ Dot t i e .  


"Coyote 65". ............Net c o n t r o l  S t a t i o n ,  MSG Johnson. 


"Coyote Alpha 6 "  ........A Company Commander, CPT Riggs. 


"Coyote Bravo 6 " .  .......B Company Commander, CPT Michles.  


"Coyote C h a r l i e  6". . . . . .C Company Commander, CPT Medina. 

"Coyote C h a r l i e  8 l U . . . ..81mm Mortar FDC, l o c a t e d  a t  LZ Up-
t i g h t .  

"Dolphin" ...............L i f t s h i p s ,  174th Avn Co. 

"Dolphin Leadu. .  .,......Leader of l i f t s h i p s ,  174th Avn Co. 

"Dolphin 2., 3 ,  4 ,  5" . . . . IndividuaL l i f t s h i p s ,  174th Avn Co. 

N D ~ s tOff u. , . . . . . . . . . . . .Medevac h e l i c o p t e r .  


"Helix 32". .............FAC. 




"Helix 22"..  ............FAC. 


"Lobo 65". .  .............N e t  Control  S t a t i o n ,  4th Bn, 3d I n f .  


"Newsboy I n d i a  Two 

Zero".. ................US Navy "Swif t  Boa t . , "  


"Rawhide" ...............11th  Bde. 


"Rawhide 6" . . .  ..........COL Henderson, Bde CO. 


"Rawhide 3 " .  ............MAJ McKnight, 11 th  Bde S3. 


"Saber" .................America1 Divis ion .  


"Saber 6".. .............MG Koster ,  CG America1 Divis ion .  


"Sane Drank De l t a  Mike 

(Same Drink) I t .  ..........US Navy "Swift  Boat.. " 


"Shark1'.................Gunships, 174th  Avn Co. 


''Shark 6". ..............	Gunship p la toon commander,. 174th Avn 
Co. 

"Skeeter" ...............	OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r ,  Aero-Scout team, 
C o  B ,  123d Avn Bn (flown by W01 
Thompson on 16 Mar 68) . 

"War Lord" ..............Gunships, Co B ,  123d Avn Bn. 


"War Lord Alpha Leadn...Aero Scout team l e a d e r ,  Co B ,  123d 
Avn Bn. 

R&R. ..........................	Rest  and Recuperation. The with-  
drawal of i n d i v i d u a l s  from combat 
o r  arduous duty  f o r  s h o r t  pe r iods  
of rest and recupera t ion .  

"Rawhide". ...................See r a d i o  c a l l  s i g n s .  


RD. ..........................	Revolutionary Development. The f o r -  
malized GVN program i n  s p e c i f i e d  
hamlets  l o c a t e d  g e n e r a l l y  wi th  RD 
campaign a r e a s .  I t  inc ludes  t h e  
l o c a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  those  hamlets and 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and s o c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  

RD Cadre.. ..................Revolutionary Development Cadre. 
Vietnamese team which implements 
t h e  Revolutionary Development program 
wi th in  t h e  community. 

C-18 



Reconnaissance..,............A mission undertaken t o  o b t a i n ,  by 
v i s u a l  obse rva t ion  o r  o t h e r  d e t e c t i o n  
methods, informat ion  about  t h e  a c t i v -  
i t i e s  and resources  of an enemy o r  
p o t e n t i a l  enemy;-or  t o  secure  d a t a  
concerning t h e  meteoro log ica l ,  hydro- 
g r a p i c ,  o r  geographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  

Reconnaissance by f i re .......	Employment of a r t i l l e r y ,  mor tar ,  a i r -
c r a f t ,  o r  smal l  arms f i r e  t o  cause 
t h e  enemy t o  d i s c l o s e  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

Reconnaissance i n  Force.. ... .A l i m i t e d  o b j e c t i v e  opera t ion  by a 
cons ide rab le  f o r c e  t o  d i scover  and 
tes t  t h e  enemy's d i s p o s i t i o n s  and 
s t r e n g t h s ,  o r  t o  develop o t h e r  i n -  
t e l l i g e n c e .  

Report of ~ n v e s t i ~ a t i o n  a l l......An o f f i c i a l  w r i t t e n  record  of 
-	 p e r t i n e n t  informat ion  obta ined i n  an 

i n q u i r y  concerning a crime, o f f e n s e ,  
a c c i d e n t ,  o r  a l l e g a t i o n .  

RF/PF ........................Regional Forces/Popular Forces;  GVN 

P a r a m i l i t a r y  u n i t s .  

"Roger.........................	Radio procedure meaning "I under-
s t and" .  

republic of Korea. 

Round ........................	A l l  t h e  p a r t s  t h a t  make up t h e  ammun-
i t i o n  necessary  i n  f i r i n g  one s h o t ;  
One s h o t  f i r e d  by a weapon. 

RTO ..........................	Radio-telephone o p e r a t o r ,  The man 
who c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o  o r  whose job 
i s  t o  opera te  t h e  r a d i o .  

"Ruff Puff" ..................Regional Forces/Popular Forces.  


RVN..........................Republic 	 of Vietnam. 


RVNAF........................Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces,  


"Saber" .......................See r a d i o  c a l l  s i g n s .  


Safe-haven hamlet . . .  .........	A hamlet under V i e t  Cong domination, 
which provides  t h e  VC wi th  a i d  and 
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comfort,  and i n  which t h e  VC 	 f e e l  
s a f e  from A l l i e d  a t t a c k .  

"S L C". . . .  ..................See Search and Clear .  


"S & D " . . . . . . . .  ..............See Search and Destroy. 


Sapper .......................	VC/NVA s o l d i e r s  who i n f i l t r a t e  
f r i e n d l y  p o s i t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  em- 
p loy exp los ives .  

S a t c h e l  charge ...............	A number of blocks of exp los ive  
taped t o  a  board f i t t e d  wi th  a rope 
o r  w i r e  loop f o r  c a r r y i n g  and a t t a c h -  
ing .  

"Scarf  up" ...................To s e i z e  o r  cap tu re .  


Search and c l e a r  .............	Clear ing  opera t ions .  M i l i t a r y  oper- 
a t i o n  t o  c l e a r  an a r e a  permanently 
of  organized VC/NVA main f o r c e s ,  
inc lud ing  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  b a t t a l i o n s ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  immediate 
enemy t h r e a t .  

Search  and des t roy  ...........	M i l i t a r y  opera t ion  conducted f o r  t h e  
purpose of  seeking o u t  and des t roy ing  
enemy f o r c e s ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  r e sources ,  
and base  a r e a s .  This  term is  no long-
er used. 

S e c t o r .......................Province m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  


SFC. .........................Sergeant  F i r s t  Class .  


SGM. .........................Sergeant  Major. 


SGT..........................Sergeant .  


"Shark" . r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S e e  a i r c r a f t  names; c a l l  s i g n s .  


SHELREP......................S h e l l i n g  r e p o r t .  A r e p o r t  of enemy 

s h e l l i n g  con ta in ing  informat ion  on ' 

c a l i b e r ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  t i m e ,  d e n s i t y ,  
and a r e a  s h e l l e d .  

SIR...........................Ser ious  I n c i d e n t  Report.  Report of 

any i n c i d e n t  which may r e s u l t  i n  
damaging p u b l i c  confidence i n  t h e  US 
Armed Forces and cause continued o r  
widespread adverse  p u b l i c i t y .  



SITREP..,..........,.........Situation r e p o r t .  A r e p o r t  g iv ing  
t h e  s i t u a t - i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  of a re-
p o r t i n g  u n i t  o r  formation.  

SIW..........................S e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound. 


"Six"..........,.,...........Radio c a l l  s i g n  normally ass igned t o  
a  u n i t  commander. 

S J A .  .........................S t a f f  Judge Advocate. See S t a f f .  


" S k e e t e r " . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....See Radio c a l l  s i g n s ;  a i r c r a f t  names. 


"S l i ck t1 ......................See a i r c r a f t  names. 


"Slope". .....................Vietnamese person.  (GI s l a n g )  


Small arms.. . . .  ..............	A l l  arms, inc lud ing  automatic  weapons, 
up t o  and inc lud ing  . 6 0  c a l i b e r  and 
shotguns.  

S o l a t iurn..................... 	 Payment a s  compensation f o r  l o s s  o r  
i n j u r y .  

SOP ..........................Standing opera t ing  procedure. 


S o r t i e . . . .  ...................An o p e r a t i o n a l  f l i g h t  by one a i r c r a f t .  


SP. ..........................S p e c i a l i s t .  


"Spooky" .....................See a i r c r a f t  names. 


Spot  Report.  ..................A conc i se  n a r r a t i v e  r e p o r t  of e s s e n t i a l  
informat ion  covering even t s  o r  condi-
t i o n s  t h a t  may have an immediate and 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on c u r r e n t  planning 
and opera t ions .  

Sqd..........................Squad. 


SSG.... ......................S t a f f  Sergeant .  


S t a f f .  .......................	O f f i c e r s  who a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  ordered  
o r  d e t a i l e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  commander i n  
h i s  e x e r c i s e  of command. 

General  S t a f f  (GSI. .....	A group of  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  headquar ters  
of Army d i v i s i o n s  o r  s i m i l a r  o r  l a r g e r  
u n i t s  which a s s i s t  t h e i r  oommanders i n  
p lanning,  coord ina t ing ,  and superv i s ing  
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opera t ions .  Cons i s t s  of f o u r  o r  more 
p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n a l  systems: pers-
onnel  (G-11, m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
(G-2), opera t ions  and t r a i n i n g  (G-3), 
l o g i s t i c s  (G-41, c i v i l  a f f a i r s  (G-5). 
G-2 A i r  and G-3 A i r  a r e  Army o f f i c e r s  
ass igned t o  G-2 o r  G-3 who a s s i s t  i n  
planning and coordinat ing  j o i n t  oper-
a t i o n s  o r  ground and a i r  u n i t s .  

J o i n t  S t a f f  .............	The s t a f f  of a commander of a  uni f -
i e d  command (such a s  MACV) which i n -  
c ludes  members f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  com-
p r i s i n g  t h e  f o r c e .  A j o i n t  s t a f f  may 
b e  des ignated  J-1, J-2, J-3,  e t c .  J-5 
i s  Plans  and Po l i cy .  

Personal  S t a f f . .  ........	Such s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  a s  t h e  commander 
e l e c t s  t o  coord ina te  and admin i s t e r  
d i r e c t l y ,  i n s t e a d  of through t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f .  The commander's a i d e s  
a r e  members of h i s  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f .  

S p e c i a l  S t a f f  ...........	A l l  s t a f f  members having d u t i e s  a t  a  
headquar ters  and n o t  inc luded i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s t a f f  group o r  i n  t h e  personal  
s t a f f  group. S p e c i a l  s t a f f  inc ludes  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  s t a f f  judge advocate 
(SJA o r  J A G ) ,  chap la in ,  Inspec to r  Gen- 
e r a l  ( I G )  , provost  marshal ,  a d j u t a n t  
g e n e r a l  (AG) , e t c .  

Unit S t a f f . . . . .  ...........	I n  b r igades  and smal le r  u n i t s ,  s t a f f  
s e c t i o n s  a r e  des ignated  S1, S2, S3, 
e tc . ,  wi th  d u t i e s  corresponding t o  
those  of  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f .  

"Stand Down"..... .............	Assume a lower l e v e l  of r e a d i n e s s ,  
a s  t o  "s tand down" from an a l e r t .  

"STRAC" ......................	An express ion  meaning "sharp"  o r  on 
t o p  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Formerly 
" S t r a t e g i c  Army Corps". 

Subhamlet ....................Subdivision of a  hamlet.  


Subsector....................D i s t r i c t  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  


Support Command ..............See Divis ion  Support Command. 


Suppressive f i r e  .............Firepower d e l i v e r e d  upon a t a r g e t  t o  
d iscourage  o r  prec lude  t h e  enemy from 
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"Swift  Boat" ..................Vessel  employed by t h e  Navy t o  

screen  r i v e r  banks and c o a s t  l i n e s .  

S1, S 2 ,  S3, e t c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S e e  S t a f f .  


TAOI .........................	T a c t i c a l  a r e a  of i n t e r e s t .  An a r e a  
inc lud ing ,  b u t  n o t  h e c e s s a r i l y  l i m -
i t e d  t o ,  t h e  TAOR i n  which t h e  des- 
igna ted  US/FWMAF commander i s  know-
ledgeable  of the  l o c a t i o n ,  a c t i v i t -
i e s ,  and opera t ions  of a l l  GVN f o r c e s  
and i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  C I D G  camps, and RD 
a r e a s .  The TAOI  d i f f e r s  from t h e  
TAOR i n  t h a t  US/FWMAF commanders a r e  
no t  charged wi th  primary t a c t i c a l  res-
p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  T A O I .  

TAOR tactical a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  An 
a r e a  ass igned t o  a  commander who i s  
respons ib le  f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  t h e  
c o n t r o l  of movement, and t h e  conduct 
of t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  wi th  t roops  
under h i s  c o n t r o l .  A l l  f i r e  and man- 
euver  conducted wit.hin t h e  TAOR must 
be coordinated  wi th  t h e  commander. 

Task Force. ..................	A temporary grouping of u n i t s  under 
one commander, formed f o r  t h e  purpose 
of ca r ry ing  o u t  a s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  
o r  mission.  

TF. ..........................Task Force. 

"Tha t ' s  a f f i r m " .  ......; . . . . . .Aff i rmat ive .  

The 5 S 1 s ..:................. Procedures f o r  handling p r i s o n e r s  of 
war, i . e . ,  "Search, S i l e n c e ,  Segreg- 
a t e ,  Speed, Safeguard". 

TL. ..........................Tinh-lo. Vietnamese des igna t ion  f o r  

a p r o v i n c i a l  highway o r  r o u t e .  

TOC ...........................	T a c t i c a l  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  A p h y s i c a l  
groupment of t h o s e  elements  of an Army 
g e n e r a l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f  concerned 
wi th  c u r r e n t  opera t ions  and t h e  t a c -  
t i c a l  suppor t  t h e r e o f .  

Track. .......................T racked v e h i c l e s ,  i . e .  t anks ,  ' A P C 1 s ' .  


UHF..........................U l t r a  h igh  frequency r a d i o .  
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USARPAC...... ................United S t a t e s  Army, P a c i f i c .  


USARV. .......................United S t a t e s  Amy, Vietnam. 


VC .....;.....................V i e t  Cong. 


V C I . . . . .  .....................V i e t  Cong I n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  


VCS... .......................	V i e t  Cong s u s p e c t  o r  V i e t  Cong 
sympathizer.  

VHF ..........................Very h igh  frequency r a d i o .  


V i e t  Cong, ...................Vietnamese words meaning Vietnamese 

Communist. 

V i e t  Cong I n f r a s t r u q t u r e  .....	The p o l i t i c a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o rgan iza t ion  through which t h e  V i e t  
Cong c o n t r o l  o r  seek t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  
South Vietnamese people.  

V i l l a g e ......................	P o l i t i c a l  subd iv i s ion  below d i s t r i c t  
l e v e l ,  c o n s i s t s  of  s e v e r a l  hamlets ,  
roughly equ iva len t  t o  a  me t ropo l i t an  
a r e a .  

V i l l a g e  Chief .................	GVN o f f i c i a l  governing a number of 
hamlet.s, u s u a l l y  a c i v i l i a n .  

V I P  .......................... 	Voluntary Informant Program. Proqram 
whereby Vietnamese a r e  pa id  f o r  i n f o r -  
mation leading t o  t h e  c a p t u r e  of weapons, 
ammunition, equipment, o r  V i e t  Cong 
personnel .  

VR. ..........................Visua l  reconnaissance.  


VR A i r c r a f t . . .  ...........'....	A i r c r a f t  u t i l i z e d  t o  conduct a v i s -
u a l  reconnaissance.  

VT. ..........................	Variable  t ime fuz-e. A fuze  designed 
ko de tona te  a p r o j e c t i l e  when a c t i -  
va ted  by e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e  o t h e r  
than c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  c l o s e  v i c i n i t y  
of a t a r g e t .  

"War Lord" . . . . .  ..............See r a d i o  c a l l  s i g n s ;  a i r c r a f t  names. 


"Waste1'.. ....................Term meaning t o  shoo t  o r  t o  k i l l  

(GI s l a n g )  . 

Web g e a r  .....................M i l i t a r y  equipment c o n s i s t i n g  of a 
b e l t  and harness  made of webbing, 
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designed t o  c a r r y  pack, canteen,  
ammunition pouches, e t c .  

Weapons 

AK 47.. .................Communist-made automatic  r i f l e .  

C-4.....................Plastic explos ive .  More powerful 
than an e q u i v a l e n t  weight of  TNT. 

LAW.....................Light  a n t i t a n k  weapon. Lightweight 
weapon c a r r i e d  by an i n d i v i d u a l  . so l -  
d i e r  which d e l i v e r s  a high exp los ive  
p r o j e c t i l e  a g a i n s t  a t a r g e t .  

Minigun .................5.56 m i l l i m e t e r ,  mul t i -ba r re led ,  ex-
tremely high r a t e  of  f i r e  weapon. 

M-1. .................... US r i f l e ,  c a l i b e r  .30, M - 1 ,  semiauto-
matic.  World War I1 vin tage  weapon, 
no longer  i s s u e d  t o  US u n i t s .  

M-16... .................US r i f l e ,  5.56 m i l l i m e t e r ,  M-16, 
automatic  o r  semiautomatic.  Also 
known as AR-15. 

M-18.... ................US mine, M-18 s e r i e s .  Also known 
a s  "claymore". 

M-60.... ................US Machinegun, 7.62 m i l l i m e t e r ,  
M-60. Also known a s  "60". 

M-79. ...................US grenade l auncher ,  M-79, p rope l s  
a 40 mi l l ime te r  grenade. 


SKS. ....................Communist-made carbine .  


"8 inch" . .  ..............8 inch  howitzer .  


"16"....................See M-16. 


"45".. . . .  ...............US p i s t o l  ( a u t o m a t i c ) ,  c a l i b e r  .45. 


"5OU..... .  ..............US heavy machinegun, c a l i b e r  .50. 


"60n. . . . . .  ..............See M-60. 


"60mm".................. 60 m i l l i m e t e r  mortar .  


"81mrn".......... ........81 m i l l i m e t e r  mortar .  




"105". ' . . . . . . .  ...........105 m i l l i m e t e r  howi tzer .  


"155" ...................155 m i l l i m e t e r  howi t ze r .  


..................175 m i l l i m e t e r  gun.
g117512-
"Wil ly  P e t e r "  ................	White phosphorus a r t i l l e r y  p r o j e c t -  

i l e .  

W 0 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .F i r s t  Warrant O f f i c e r  rank. 


"8 inch" .  ....................See weapons. 


"16".  ........................Se 	 e weapons. 


"45". . .  ...................... See weapons. 


"50".  ......... .'............. .See weapons. 


"60" ......................... See weapons. 


"60mm"... .................... See weapons. 


"79".. .......................See weapons. 


"81mrn" .......................See weapons. 


"105"... .  ....................See weapons. 


, "155".. ......................See weapons. 

i 
. "175 I 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S  ee weapons. 
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