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Ithe Soviets and Afghans 
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aaainst insurgent positions. 
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Comment: Episodes of fierce fighting will continue, 
but .the insurgents will be unable to prevent Soviet and 
Afghan forces--because of their superior strength and 
firepower--from seizing the northern part of the valley 
and relieving the Afghan Qarrison at Barikowt, which is 
on the Pakistani border. I 
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Comment: The reconnaissance department in the Ministry 
of Defense directs several other reconnaissance units-
often referred to as "insurgent battalions"--assigned 
to each of the Afghan army corps. These units are 
tasked with identifying and infiltrating local 
insurgent groups to obtain intelligence. The 206th 
Battalion apparently is similar in organization, but 
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has exacerbatedconfT fCt- lfetWeen the Khalqi and Parcham 
factions i·n th~ · area~ Khalqis believe their power is 
bei 'ng' undermined by the Parcham-dominatedregime which 
has charged ·Ismatullah with leading a tribal .militia 
unit in the .region. · Khalqi 6fficers recently refused 
to provide air support to a regime force--including 
tribesmen who·defected' with Ismatull ah--surrounded by 
resistance fighters. I I 6.2(d)'. ", 
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COJllment: The impact of the condemnation of the Soviets 
was weakened by1he delayed .released--caused ·by the 
slow workingsbf the .Conference bureaucracy. The more 
widely publicized final communique issued at the close 
of the meetings failed to mention the Soviets. · The 
Islamic Conference is reluctant to go too far to offend 
the Soviets for fear of lessening their support for 
Arab-Israeli issues that are deemed more important to 
the Muslim wJrld than the occupation of Afghanistan.
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aesertlons ln the Afghan 1st Corps between March 
1984 and March 1985 totaled about 9,000 men--more 
than the assigned strength, and almost as much as 
the authorized strength of an Afghan infantry
division. The 1st Corps also suffered alm6st3,000 
casualties during the period. J I . 
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18 June . The US and USSR are scheduled to begin 
talks on Afghanistan in·Washington, DC. 
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