
21 July 2025 

John Greenwald Jr. 
27305 West Live Oak Road 
Suite #1203 
Castaic, CA 913 84 

Reference: F-2021-024 20 

Dear Requester: 

Central Intelligence Agency 

e 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

This letter is a final response to your 21 September 2021 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request for: 

1. All records generated during the processing of Civil Action Number 09-0940 
(EGS); 

2. AJI records generated during the processing of FOIA case F-2004-01956 

We processed your request in accordance with the FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and the 
CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 3141 , as amended). 

With regard to Item 1, we completed a thorough search for records responsive to your request 
and located the seven documents enclosed at Tab A, which we determined can be released in 
segregable form with deletions made on the basis of FOIA exemptions (b)(3), (b)(5), and/or 
(b)(6). Additional material was located and must be denied in its entirety on the basis of FOIA 
exemptions (b)(l), (b)(3), (b)(5), and (b)(6). 

With regard to Item 2, we completed a thorough search for records responsive to your request 
and located one document, which can be released in its entirety, and 21 documents, which we 
determined can be released in segregable form with deletions made on the basis of FOIA 
exemptions (b)(3), (b)(5), and/or (b)(6). These documents are enclosed at Tab B. Additional 
material responsive to Item 2 was located and must be denied in its entirety on the basis of FOIA 
exemptions (b)(3), (b)(5), and (b)(6). 

Please note that exemption (b )(3) pertains to information exempt from disclosure by statute. The 
relevant statutes are Section 6 of the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, as amended, and 
Section 102A(i)(l) of the National Security Act of 1947, as amended. 

As the CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator, I am the CIA official responsible for this 
determination. You have the right to appeal this response to the Agency Release Panel, in my 
care, within 90 days from the date of this letter. Please explain the basis for your appeal. 



Please be advised that you may also seek dispute-resolution services from the CIA FOIA Public 
Liaison or from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) of the National Archives 
and Records Administration. OGIS offers mediation services to help resolve disputes between 
FOIA requesters and Federal agencies. 

To contact CIA directly with questions or to To contact the Office of Government 
appeal the CIA' s response to the Agency Information Services (OGIS) for mediation 
Release Panel: or with questions: 
Information and Privacy Coordinator Office of Government Information Services 
Central Intelligence Agency National Archives and Records Administration 
Washington, DC 20505 8601 Adelphi Road - OGIS 
TEL: (703) 613-1287 College Park, MD 20740-6001 
FAX: (703) 613-3007 TEL: (202) 741-5770 

FAX: (202) 741-5769 / 02:is@nara.l!ov 

Stephen Glenn 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosures 



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com
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C07083353 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083353 

Friday, January 22, 201 0 5:00 PM 

I (b)(3) 
RE: Bryant Declaration (b)(6) 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
(b )(6) 

(b )(6) 

Thank you! 

--~-- -- -- -~~~~~~..:::::..:::::..:::::.:::::.:::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::;---------------(b)(3) CIAAct 
=~:F.,_r~id~a~-----------' (b)(6) 

To (b)(3) CIAAct 

~ :-,bj~ect~ : =-sry_a_n..,....t =-oec~ la-ra~ti-on _ ________ __, (b)(6) • 
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UNDETERMINED 

Assignment File Brief Report 
File Number: LD-2oos-ooos6 

Assignment Name: · Larry Bryant v. CIA; 1 :09-CV-00940 

Responsible Division: LD Date Assigned: 06/02/2009 

Lead Supervisor: (b)(3) CIAAct 
_____ _.'.::::::::================---- - - ---------(b)(6) 

Plaintiff: 

Defendant: 

Assignment Type: FOIAS 

Attorney Action: L_I _ _____ ___, 

Paralegal Action 

File Status: Active Closed: 

DESCRIPTION: 

Plaintiff, Director of the Washington, DC office of Citizens Agalnst UFO Secrecy has filed a complaint challenging the Agency's denial of his 
request for media status 

STAFF ASSIGNED 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

• Attorney 6/2/2009 (b)(3) CIAAct 
'--------'--------_,_ ____ ___ Pa_ra_le_ga_1 __________ 61_212_ oo_s _ __ (b)(6) 

02-Jun-09 1 :56:56 PM UNDETERMINED Page 1 of 1 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C07083354 



CO 7 0 8 3 3 5 9 _ ______ Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083359 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083359 

(b )(3) 
CIAAct 
(b)(S) 
(b)(6) 



C07083 359 
-----Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083359 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083359 
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Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083359 

Central Inrelligem: Agea::y 

Washington, D.C. 2050:S 

Reference: F-2008-01781 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This is in reference to your 23 August 2008 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request, received in the office of the Information and Privacy Coordinator on 
18 August 2008, for the following CIA-received and CIA-generated records: 

(1) As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all 
other related documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA 
headquarters in Washington, D.C.; 

(2) As pertain to all similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly 
occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date. 

Please note that upon further review, the Agency is reopening the processing of 
your request; a search will be conducted for records in existence through 15 June 2009. 
You also requested news media status. Since your request pertains to UFOs and you are a 
columnist with the newsstand periodical, UFO Magazine, we are placing you in the "news 
media" fee category for this request. Accordingly, you would be responsible only for the 
cost of reproducing any records released in response to your request. Copying costs are 
ten cents per page less the first 100 pages. 

Sincerely, 

&dM-ht.~ 
Delores M. Nelson 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Approved for Release : 2025/06/1 0 C07083359 
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UNDETERMINED 

FILE SUMMARY 
File Number: LD-2009--00096 

Assignment Name: Larry Bryant v. CIA; 1 :09-CV-00940 

Responsible Division: LO Date Assigned: 06/02/2009 

Lead Supervisor: (b)(3) 
-------~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::.:::.:::.:::.:::.:::.:::" _______ ______________ C IAAct 

Plaintiff: 

Defendant: 

Assignment Type: FOINPA 

Attorney Action: '-1-------~ 

Paralegal Action: 

File Status: Closed 

(b )(6) 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

Closed: 08/30/20121 

DESCRIPTION: 

Plaintiff, "Director of the Washington, DC office of Citizens Against UFO Secrecy has filed a complaint challenging the Agency's denial of his 
request for media status. The complaint was filed on 20 May 2009, and inspected at the Agency on 27 and 29 May. 

30-Aug-12 10:57:30 AM 

STAFF ASSIGNED 

• l (b)(3) 
_ CIAAct _ _ ___________ __, (b)(6) 

Attorney 

Paralegal 

612/2009 

612/2009 

UNDETERMINED Page 1 of 3 
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UNDETERMINED 

(b )(6) 

FILE SUMMARY 
File Number: LD-2009-00096 

Assignment Name: Larry Bryant v. CIA; 1 :09-CV-00940 

RELATED FILES: 

POINTS-OF-CONTACTS and CLIENTS 

1/VAME TITLE OFFICE 

STREET ROOM CITY ~TATE 

I 
ADDRESS 2: CELLPHONE: PAGER: I 

UP PHONE !BLKFAX !DIRECT ~ECFAX 
I 

MISC: I 

CLASSIFICATION: jUNCLASSIFIED 

CLBY~ : CLDRV: CLREAS: DECL: 

WAME TITLE OFFICE 
I 

STREET ROOM CITY lsTATE 
I 

ADDRESS 2: CELL PHONE: [PAGER: I 

UP 1/.'HONE 1JLKFAX DIRECT SECFAX 
I 

MISC: I 

CLASSIFICATION: jFOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

CLBY:I I CLDRV: CLREAS: DECL: 

• 
• 

(b )(6) 

(b )(6). 

( 
C 
b)(3) 
IAAct 

b)(6) ( 
(b)(6) 

(b )(6) 

(b )(6) 

( b)(3) 
CIAAct 

.----------- ----------------~(b)(6) 
[ FILE NOTES I 
Date Added by Month June 2009 

ADDED CREATOR CREATED NO RStrict 
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UNDETERMINED 

FILE SUMMARY 
File Number: LD-2009-00096 

Assignment Name: Larry Bryant v. CIA; 1 :09-CV-00940 

FILE HISTORY 

30-Aug-12 10:57:31 AM UNDETERMINED 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

LARRY W.- BRY ANT, 

Plaintiff, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

V. 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
and LEON PANETTA, Director, CIA, 

Defendants. 

) Civil.Action No.: 09-0940 (EGS) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DECLARATION OF DELORES M. NELSON 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

I, DELORES M. NELSON, hereby declare and say: 

1. I am the Chief, Public Information Programs Division, Information Management 

Services ("IMS"), Office of the Chief Information Officer ("CIO"), Central 

Intelligence Agency ("CIA"). Since 21 April 2008, I also serve as the CIA 

Information and Privacy Coordinator ("Coordinator"). I have served with the 

CIA for approximately thirty-one years, and in addition to my current positions, 

have held other supervisory positions with the CIA. 

2. I make this declaration in support of the CIA' s motion for summary judgment in 

this proceeding. 

3. In my current capacities, I am responsible for managing the Freedom of 

Information Act ("FOIA"), Privacy Act, and Executive Order 12958 Mandatory 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083373 
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Declassification Review programs in the CIA. These responsibilities include 

directing searches of CIA records systems pursuant to public requests for records 

under these programs and coordinating the reviews of any records retrieved in 

such searches. These review processes include undertaking any intra-agency and 

inter-agency coordination and referrals necessary in light of the information found 

in responsive records. In addition, my responsibilities include fee category and 

fee waiver determinations. 

4. As part of my official duties I ensure that the CIA administratively processes 

FOIA and Privacy Act requests including the search, retrieval, analysis, review, 

redaction and release of documents in accordance with the law and as efficiently 

as possible with the personnel and resources available. 

5. Through the exercise of my official duties, I have become familiar with Plaintiffs 

FOIA request for information that is the subject of this civil action. I make the 

following statements based upon my personal knowledge, and information made 

available to me in the course of performing my official duties. 

I. PLAINTIFF'S FOIA REQUEST AND THE CIA's RESPONSE 
' 

6. By "letter''1 dated August 23, 2008 (received in the office of the Information. and 

Privacy Coordinator on August 28, 2008), Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to 

the CIA for the following "CIA-'received and CIA-generated" records: 

1 The "letter" is actually a print-out of email correspondence between the Office of the 
. Director of National Intelligence and Plaintiff with handwritten annotations addressed to 
"Scott Koch [former CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator], changing date to "23" 
August, and containing signature of Plaintiff. The text states in part "By _snail- mail, I'm 
sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted letter." 

2 
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a. "As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all 

other related documentation" of the "1987 special meeting at FAA 

headquarters in Washington, D.C., to discuss and evaluate ... the intrusive UFO 

encounter experienced on Nov. 17, 1986, by the Japanese flight crew (No. 

1628) of a 747 cargo jet...in Alaskan sky." 

b. "As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly 

occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." 

Plaintiff also stated that since he was submitting his request as "a representative 

of the news media principally as a columnist for the monthly newsstand periodical 

'UFO Magazine'", he asked that "all records-search/review fees" be waived. (A 

true and correct copy of Plaintiffs initial request is _attached hereto as Exhibit A.) 

7. By letter dated September 30, 2008, the CIA acknowledged receipt of Plaintiffs 

request and assigned it reference number F-2008-01781. The letter went on to 

explain that "there is no organized CIA effort to do research in connection with 

UFO phenomena, nor has there been an organized effort to collect intelligence on 

UFOs since the 1950s." The letter also noted that CIA has no current program to 

actively collect infonnation on UFOs. The letter then discussed the release by 

CIA of UFO-related documents (2,779 pages) in response to prior FOIA requests 

and a special search conducted in 1993 at the direction of then CIA Director 

James Woolsey, which included the search for and review of all Agency files on 

UFOs. The letter also enclosed a copy of CIA's fee schedule and stated the cost 

for the UFO package was $267.90, ten cents per page less the first 100 pages free. 

That is the cost of duplication. Since this information was previously released 

3 
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and the charge was for duplication only, it was not affected by fee category.2 The 

letter further explained that requests for fee waivers3 must be considered under the 

standards that Agency regulations outlined at Part 1900 of Title 32 of the Code of 

Federal Regulations (C.F.R.). In accordance therewith, the CIA informed Mr. 

Bryant that because the information he sought was already in the public domain, 

and "its re-release would not likely contribute significantly to public 

understanding of the operations and activities of the United States Government," 

his request for a fee waiver was denied. The September 30, 2008 letter also 

informed Plaintiff that he could appeal the denial of his request for a fee waiver 

within 45 days from the date of the letter, but if CIA has started to process a 

request, the Agency would accept an appeal of a fee waiver denial only "if the 

requester agrees to be responsible for the costs in the event of an adverse 

administrative or judicial decision." With this letter, the CIA enclosed a copy of a 

previously released article published by the Center for the Studies in Intelligence, 

an Agency journal containing unofficial publications on intelligence topics. (A 

true and correct copy of CIA's September 30, 2008 letter and enclosures is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B.) 

2 The CIA did not formally address Plaintiffs request for status as a new media 
representative in its September 30, 2008 letter, although after explaining the cost of the 
UFO package-ten cents per page less the first 100 pages, the letter stated "as a requester 
in the 'all other' category." Regardless, since the only charge was for duplication, the fee 
was the same whether his fee category was determined to be news media or all other. • 

3 Although Plaintiff used the term "waiver" in his request letter, based on context of his 
letter (and subsequent appeal and complaint), it appears that there was confusion over fee 

• category (status) and fee waiver and that requester used the latter term to mean his 
request for news media status. Notwithstanding that it appears Plaintiff did not request a 
fee waiver, because of his use of the term waiver, the CIA treated it as such. 

4 
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8. By letter dated October 3, 20084, Plaintiff appealed the CIA's decision "to deny 

my FOIA request status as a representative of the news media" regarding request 

F-2008-01781. Plaintiff went on to state "[b ]y this appeal, I hereby characterize 

my records-search-fee-waiver 'request' as a DEMAND" and cited 5 U.S.C. § 522 

"a(4)(A)(ii)(II), namely, 'fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for 

document duplication when ... the request is made by ... a representative of the news 

media.'" (A true and correct copy of Plaintiffs appeal request is attached hereto 

as Exhibit C.) 

9. By letter dated October 28, 2008, the CIA acknowledged Plaintiffs letter in 

which he appealed our determination to deny him "status as a representative of 

the news media" and to deny his "request for a fee waiver." 

10. The CIA explained to Plaintiff that since records responsive to his FOIA request 

had been previously released and no additional searches were conducted, he 

would be responsible "for copying costs associated with this request regardless of 

fee• category determination." That is, the copying fees would apply even if he 

were placed into the news media fee category. With respect to his appeal of the 

denial of a fee waiver, the CIA reiterated that "if processing has been initiated, the 

requester must agree to be responsible for costs in the event of an adverse 

administrative or judicial decision." (See 32 C.F.R. § 1900.13(d).) Accordingly, 

the CIA declined to accept Plaintiffs fee waiver denial appeal. (A true and 

4 The "letter" composed as email on October 3, 2008, is actually dated "6 Oct 2008" in a 
handwritten annotation next to Plaintiffs signature. The text states in part: "By snail­
mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted letter." The appeal was 
received in my office on October 14, 2008 (see date stamp). 

5 
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correct copy of CIA's response to Plaintiffs appeal request is attached hereto as 

ExhibitD.) 

11. On May 20, 2009, Plaintiff commenced this action, alleging that Defendant 

"failed to grant Plaintiff news media representative status," "a fee waiver so as 

only to have to pay photocopying and reproduction fees," (Compl., 1'19 and 10), 

and for the first time, alleged that Defendant "did not use the level of diligence 

and good faith to conduct a search." (Id., <JI 12). 

12. By letter dated June 23, 2009, the CIA informed Plaintiff it would reopen his 

request, granted him news media representative status for this request, and 

conduct a search for "CIA-received and CIA-generated" records on the"following: 

a. "the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all other related 

documentation of the· 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters in 

Washington, D.C.," 

b. "all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring 

since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." (A true and correct copy of this letter is 

attached hereto as Exhibit E.) 

13. By letter dated October 21, 2009, the CIA informed Plaintiff that no records 

responsive io item (a) above were located and that with respect to item (b), U.S. 

Government material (not originated by the CIA) was located and has been 

referred to the originating agencies for their review and direct response to him. 

The CIA also informed Plaintiff that "CIA regulations governing administrative 

appeals provide that no appeal shall be accepted if the information in question is 

6 
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the subject of pending litigation in the federal courts." (A true and correct copy of 

this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit F.) 

14. The CIA referred the three potentially responsive documents to the government 

agencies which originated the documents: Department of State and National 

Security Agency. As of the date of this declaration, NSA acknowledged mailing 

a response to the Plaintiff on January 6, 2010. 

II. CIA'S SEARCH FOR RESPONSIVE DOCUMENTS 

A. CIA Records Systems 

15. The CIA's records systems are designed to support CIA's intelligence activities 

and responsibilities. The CIA's ability to retrieve data from a given records 

system depends upon the type of information stored in that system and the way 

the system is designed to retrieve that information. Records systems and indexing 

systems vary among CIA components because they must reflect and respond to 

the established responsibilities and needs of those individual components. For 

example, some CIA records systems are organized to facilitate the collection of 

foreign intelligence, while others facilitate the analysis of intelligence 

information, depending upon the missions of the particular CIA component. 

16. All CIA records are maintained by one of four directorates or the independent 

offices and entities that report to the Director of the CIA: the National 

Clandestine Service ("NCS"), the Directorate of Intelligence ("DI"), the 

Directorate of Science and Technology ("DS&T'), the Directorate of Support 

("DS") and the Director of CIA Area ("DIR Area"). 

7 
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17. The DI is the CIA directorate that analyzes, interprets and forecasts foreign 

intelligence issues and world events of importance to the United States. It is 

responsible for producing finished intelligence reports-for dissemination to 

policymakers in the United States Government. Appropriately trained personnel 

regularly conduct FOIA and othet searches of the DI records system as part of 

their.normal duties. 

18. The DS&T is the CIA directorate that creates and applies technology to fulfill 

intelligence requirements. The DS&T also maintained records produced by the 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, the primary collector of foreign open­

source information for the United States Government until the establishment of 

the DNI Open Source Center in 20055
. Open-source information is information 

that is generally available to the public, such as foreign newspapers, periodical 

public~tions, and television and radio broadcasts. Appropriately trained personnel 

regularly conduct FOIA and other searches of the DS&T records system as part of 

their normal duties. 

19. The NCS is the organization within CIA responsible for the clandestine collection 

of foreign intelligence information from human sources. The NCS records system 

contains information on persons or entities that are of foreign intelligence or 

counterintelligence interest to the CIA and other United States Government 

agencies. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA and Privacy 

Act searches of the NCS records system as part of their normal duties. NCS 

5 The DNI Open Source Center ("OSC") at CIA was established on I November 2005. 
The DNI directed that the center be built on the capabilities and expertise of CIA' s FBIS 
and report directly to the DCIA in implementing DNI strategy and guidance. 

8 
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operational files are exempt from FOIA search and review pursuant to the CIA 

Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431. 

20. The DS provides the CIA with mission-critical services, including the protection 

of CIA personnel, security matters generally, facilities, communications, logistics, 

training, medical services, and personnel resources. It maintains records on all 

current and former CIA employees, whether employed in a contract or staff 

capacity, as well as other individuals for whom security processing or evaluation 

has been required. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA 

searches of the DS records system as part of their normal duties. 

21. The DIR Area includes the independent offices that report directly to the 

Director, and is distinct from the CIA's four main directorates (NCS, DI, DS&T, 

and DS). The DIR Area includes the Office of General Counsel, Office of 

Inspector General, Office of Congressional Affairs, Office of Public Affairs, 

Chief Financial Officer, Chief Information Officer, and other entities such as the 

Office of Diversity Plans and Programs. The DNI Open Source Center is also 

within the DIR Area. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA 

searches of the DIR records system as part of their normal duties. 

B. Procedures for Processing FOIA Requests 

22. The CIA has established the following procedures for processing FOIA requests. 

As previously noted, CIA's Information and.Privacy Coordinator, who also serves 

as Chief, PIPD, is responsible for managing the FOIA, PA, and E.0. 12958 

Mandatory Declassification Review programs at the CIA. My office is the initial 

reception point in the CIA for all FOIA requests. Upon receipt, experienced 

9 
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FOIA officers in PIPD review the request to ensure that it is perfected, that is, 

meets applicable legal and administrative requirements. Part of this review entails 

checking to see if the CIA has previously searched for and released records on the 

topic identified by the requester. If so, depending upon the volume, the requester 

is provided with copies of the responsive records or a listing of such records as 

well as with background on the search which generated the records. (See Exhibit 

B.) If a request is perfected and a search of CIA component records is necessary, 

PIPD officers determine which directorates6 of the CIA reasonably may be 

expected to possess records responsive to the request and then forward copies of 

the requester's letter to those directorates with instructions to search for any 

responsive documents. The tasked directorates then conduct searches among all 

directorate components and indices and databases that reasonably may be 

expected to have any information responsive to the request. Directorate personnel 

responsible for conducting these searches are professionals who regularly and 

routinely conduct CIA record searches, whether for another component of the 

CIA, the Director of CIA, Department of Justice, Congress, or a FOIA requester. 

23. After a tasked component locates documents in response to a FOIA request, 

officers must review those documents to determine whether they do, in fact, 

respond to the request. Because of the nature of a particular records system, or 

the search tools, indices, or terms employed, a search may locate many documents 

that are not responsive to the request: In fact, it is quite common for the number . 

of non-responsive documents to exceed the number of responsive documents. 

6In the discussion of processing procedures in this Declaration, "directorates" will include 
the DIR Area. 

10 
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24. After officers identify and remove any non-responsive documents, they must then 

review the remaining responsive documents to determine if any FOIA exemptions 

apply, and whether they can reasonably segregate non-exempt information from 

exempt information. In the course of reviewing documents for exempt 

information and segregability, officers frequently identify information that must 

be coordinated with or referred to another CIA component or another agency 

because the other component or agency originated the information.7 This 

coordination and referral process itself can be quite time-consuming because other 

components and agencies have their own missions and FOIA priorities. 

25. When all of the components and agencies8 have completed their respective 

reviews, PIPD professionals incorporate all of the recommendations regarding 

exemptions, segregation, and release, resolve conflicting recommendations, and 

ensure that the release or withholding determinations comply with the law and 

published CIA regulations. Under the direction and supervision of the CIA 

Information and Privacy Coordinator, a review is then conducted from a corporate 

perspective on behalf of the entire CIA. A final record copy of each CIA­

originated document is produced and a response is provided to the requester. 

Documents originated by other government agencies are forwarded to those 

agencies for direct response to the requester. 

C. CIA's Records Search in Response to Plaintiff's FOIA Request 

7 See Exec. Order No. 12958, as amended,§ 3.6(b). 

8"Agencies" in this context refers to one more other agencies having information or 
equities in CIA documents as opposed to referrals, which are documents located by CIA 
but originated by another agency. These are forwarded to the originating agency for 
review and direct response to the requester. 
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26. The CIA processed Plaintiffs request following the procedures set forth above. 

27. As noted above (<f 9), the CIA has previously searched for and released records 

relating to UFOs in response to FOIA requests and litigation. In addition, in 

1993-94, at the direction of then Director of Central Intelligence (DCI) James 

Woolsey, the CIA conducted an Agency-wide search for and reviewed all CIA 

files relating to UFOs. This effort, conducted under the direction of the Executive 

Assistant to the Director of Central Intelligence ("Der') resulted in a further 

release of 1,757 pages, bringing the CIA's release of documents relating to UFOs, 

that is, the "UFO package" to 2,779 .pages. It should be noted that this search was 

Agency-wide and the intent of the review was to release as much infonnation as 

possible, without compromising intelligence sources and methods. Thus, the 

subject of plaintiffs request-"a 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters ... to 

discuss and evaluate certain official evidence of the intrusive UFO encounter 

experienced on Nov. 17, 1986 ... by a Japanese flight crew" over Alaska - falls 

• squarely within the parameters of this search. In revie:wing this case, it was the 

second prong of Plaintiffs request that prompted the CIA to reopen the 

processing of his request, namely, the request for information "on all other similar 

cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986." • As 

was explained to Plaintiff in CIA's Sept. 30, 2008 letter, there is no CIA program 

to actively collect infonnation on UFOs. However, the letter also acknowledged 

that occasionally we may receive reports of sightings of objects in the UFO 

category. Accordingly, a search was conducted by CIA for records concerning 

"similar cases of airborne UFO encounters" since November 17, 1986. In 
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addition, notwithstanding that records relating to the alleged 1987 special 

meeting at FAA headquarters concerning the November 1986 encounter, if any, 

should have been located during the special search for UFO related information 

conducted in 1993-94, a new search was conducted for records specifically 

relating to the meeting as described by the requester. 

28. PIPD personnel experienced in the tasking of records searches tasked those CIA 

directorates reasonably likely to have responsive records, if any existed. PIPD 

tasked the Plaintiffs requesrto the DI, DS&T, DIR Area, and NCS. These 

components were tasked to search through June 23, 2009, the date of the letter 

informing requester that the case was being reopened. 

29. As noted above, the DI analyzes, interprets, and forecasts foreign-intelligence 

related issues and world events of importance to the United States. The DI made 

all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve any records responsive to Plaintiffs 

FOIA request. The DI searched its central data base, an all-source data base . 

containing intelligence reports and finished intelligence received and originated 

by the CIA, for information on "other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters 

reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986." The following search terms were • 

used: "UFO", "UFOS", and "unidentified flying object or objects." 

30. Three responsive documents, all originated by other agencies, were located. 

Records in the main DI system are disseminated intelligence reports and are not 

indexed to retrieve information of the nature requested in item 1 of Plaintiffs 

request. Within the DI, the only component reasonably likely to possess records 

relating to the meeting described in requester's letter would have been the Office 

13 
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of Scientific and Weapons Research ("OSWR")9, whose records have been 

archived. Such records are indexed only at the folder level. The DI searched 

using the following terms ''UFO," "UFO," "U.F.O.," as well as "FAA," "FA 

A," and Federal Aviation Administration. In addition, the search officer looked 

for folder titles listing meeting, briefing, roster, or minutes for the same time 

period. No responsive records were located. 

31. The DS&T also made all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve records 

responsive to plaintiff's request. Given the relevant time period, the DS&T 

searched archived records of the National Photographic Interpretation Center, 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, Office of Imagery Analysis, Office of 

Technical Services, Office of the Director for S&T, Office of Development and 

Engineering, Office of Research and Development and Office of Technical 

Collection. The DS&T employed the following search t~rms: "FAA," "Federal 

Aviation Administration," "UFO," "unidentified flying object," and "Callahan." 

No responsive records were located. 

32. The DCIA Area also made all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve any 

records responsive to plaintiff's FOIA request. The DCIA Action Center (DAC), 

Office of Public Affairs, Open Source Center and Center for the Study of 

Intelligence conducted records searches. All components searched for 

"unidentified flying objects," "UFO," "UFOs," "FAA," or "Federal Aviation 

Administration." In addition, the following search terms were used by one or 

9 OSWR was formed in 1980 when the Offices of Scientific Intelligence and Weapons 
Intelligence were merged. The name of the office was changed in 1995, and the office 
was subsequently merged with a number of others during successive reorganizations. 
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more components: "UFO encounter," "Japanese flight crew 16.28," "aviation," 

"meeting at FAA 1987," "FAA meeting," "1987 FAA meeting," "UFO and 

Japan," "UFO and 1628," "UFO and CIA," "UFO and 747," "UFO and 

extraterrestrial," "Callahan." (The term "unidentified flying object" was also used 

in conjunction with other te~ when "UFO" is listed in the preceding examples. 

In addition, as was noted above, a special search was conducted in 1993-94 

regarding UFOs at the request of Director Woolsey. These records are part of the 

CIA UFO collection which was offered to the plaintiff in CIA's initial response. 

The search was overseen by the Executive Assistant to the DCI. The DAC 

searched all of the records retired as part of tb.is effort ("every single page"), and 

CSI in~ependently reviewed a subset as possibly containing responsive 

information. All records were manually reviewed as part of this search. No 

responsive records were located. The DAC found no reference to a meeting or 

the FAA in 1?87 ("or indeed, any other year") or any documentation regarding 

UFO encounters, extra-terrestials, or unexplained flying phenomena from 1986 

onward. In addition, the individual who oversaw the 1993-94 search and review 

effort as the Executive Assistant to the DCI searched his emai:l concerning this 

project for "FAA" and located no responsive documents. 

33. As previously noted, the NCS is responsible for the clandestine collection of 

foreign intelligence information. The NCS records system contains information 

on persons and entities that are of foreign intelligence or counter-intelligence 

interest to the CIA and other United States Government agencies. After 
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--------------

reviewing plaintiffs FOIA request, NCS responded that its records system was 

not set up to search on general subjects or topics such as UFOs.10
•
11 

34. In sum, the CIA tasked those components reasonably likely to possess 

infonnation responsive to Plaintiff's request (if any) to conduct records searches. 

The searches were conducted by information management professionals who are 

familiar with the records systems o_ftheir respective components and who 

routinely and regularly conduct searches of these records as part of their 

professional responsibilities. These individuals were familiar with Plaintiff's 

request and all such searches were reasonably calculated to locate responsjve 

records; if any. As indicated abov.e, no documents were located in response to 

item (a) (" l 987 special meeting at FAA") of Plaintiffs request and three records 

originated by other government agencies were located in response to item (b )("all 

other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters"). 

I hereby ~eclare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 22nd day of January, 20 l 0. 

~"'--~ DttreS M.Nelson 
Information & Privacy Coordinator 
Central Inteliigence Agency 

10 
Intelligence reports disseminated by NCS (formerly the Directorate of Operations) are 

included in the DI records system where they may be searched by topic (and were 
searched as part of the DI records search described above.) • 

11 
The Directorate of Support to conduct searches in this case. Given its functions as . 

CIA's administrative and support arm, PIPD officers reasonably determined that the DS 
was not likely to have records responsive to plaintiff's request. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

LARRY W. BRYANT, 

Plaintiff, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

V. 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
and LEON PANETTA, Director, CIA, 

Defendants. 

) Civil Action No.: 09-0940 (EGS) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DECLARATION OF DELORES M. NELSON 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

I, DELORES M. NELSON, hereby declare and say: 

1. I am the Chief, Public Information Programs Division, Information Management 

Services ("IMS"), Office of the Chief Information Officer ("CIO"), Central 

Intelligence Agency ("CIA"). Since 21 April 2008, I also serve as the CIA 

Information and Privacy Coordinator ("Coordinator''). I have served with the 

CIA for approximately twenty-nine years, and in addition to my current positions, 

have held other supervisory positions with the CIA. 

2. I make this declaration in support of the CIA's motion for summary judgment in 

this proceeding. 

3. In my current capacities, I am responsible for managing the Freedom of 

Information Act ("FOIA"), Privacy Act, and Executive Order 12958 Mandatory 
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Declassification Review programs in the CIA. These responsibilities include 

directing searches of CIA records systems pursuant to public requests for records 

under these programs and coordinating the reviews of any records retrieved in 

such searches. These review processes include undertaking any intra-agency and 

inter-agency coordination and referrals necessary in light of the information found 

in responsive records. In addition, my responsibilities include fee category and 

fee waiver determinations. 

4. As part of my official duties I ensure that the CIA administratively processes 

FOIA and Privacy Act requests including the search, retrieval, analysis, review, 

redaction and release of documents in accordance with the law and as efficiently 

as possible with the personnel and resources available. 

5. Through the exercise of my official duties, I have become familiar with Plaintiff's 

FOIA request for information that is the subject of this civil action. I_make the 

following statements based upon my personal knowledge, and information made 

available to me in the course of performing my official duties. 

I. PLAINTIFF'S FOIA REQUEST AND THE CIA's RESPONSE 

6. By "letter''1 dated August 23, 2008 (received in the office of the Information and 

Privacy Coordinator on August 28, 2008), Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to 

the CIA for the following "CIA-received and CIA-generated" records: 

1 The "letter'' is actually a print-out of email correspondence between the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence and Plaintiff with handwritten annotations addressed to 
"Scott Koch [former CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator], changing date to "23" 
August, and containing signature of Plaintiff. The text states in part "By snail- mail, I'm 
sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted letter." 

2 
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a. "As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all 

other related documentation" of the "1987 special meeting at FAA 

headquarters in Washington, D.C., to discuss and evaluate ... the intrusive UFO 

encounter experienced on Nov. 17, 1986, by the Japanese flight crew (No. 

1628) of a 747 cargo jet...in Alaskan sky." 

b. "As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly 

occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." 

Plaintiff also stated that since he was submitting his request as "a representative 

of the news media principally as a columnist for the monthly newsstand periodical 

.'UFO Magazine"', he asked that "all records-search/review fees" be waived. (A 

true and correct copy of Plaintiffs initial request is attached hereto as Exhibit A.) . 

7. By letter dated September 30, 2008, the CIA acknowledged receipt of Plaintiff's 

request and assigned it reference number F-2008-01781. The letter went on to 

explain that ''there is no organized effort to do research in connection with UFO 

phenomena, nor has there been an organized effort to collect intelligence on 

lJFOs since the 1950s." The letter also noted that CIA has no current program to 

· actively collect information on UFOs. The letter then discussed the release by 

CIA of UFO-related documents (2,779 pages) in response to prior FOIA requests 

and a special search conducted in 1993 at the direction of then CIA Director 

J mnes Woolsey, which included the search for and review of all Agency files on 

UFOs. The letter also enclosed a copy ofCIA's fee schedule and stated the cost 

for the UFO package was $267 .90, ten cents per page less the first 100 pages free. 

That is the cost of duplication. Since this information was previously released 

3 
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and the charge was for duplication only, it was not affected by fee category.
2 

The 

letter further explained that requests for fee waivers3 must be considered under the 

standards that Agency regulations outlined at Part 1900 of Title 32 of the Code of 

Federal Regulations (C.F.R.). In accordance therewith, the CIA informed Mr. 

Bryant that because the information he sought was already in the public domain, 

and "its re-release would not likely contribute significantly to public 

understanding of the operations and activities of the United States Government," 

his request for a fee waiver was denied. The September 30, 2008 letter also 

informed Plaintiff that he could appeal the denial of his request for a fee waiver 

within 45 days from the date of the letter, but if CIA has started to process a 

request, the Agency would accept an appeal of a fee waiver denial only "if the 

requester agrees to be responsible for the costs in the event of an adverse 

administrative or judicial decision." In an effort to assist Plaintiff further, CIA 

also included a copy of an article from the CIA's internal magazine Studies in 

Intelligence, Summer 1997, entitled "CIA's Role in the StudyofUFO's, 1947-

90." The item was provided at no cost because it was under 100 pages. (A true 

2 The CIA did not formally address Plaintiff's request for status as a new media 
representative in its September 30, 2008 letter, although after explaining the cost of the 
UFO package-ten cents per page less the first 100 pages, the letter stated "as a requester 
in the 'all other' category." Regardless, since the only charge was for duplication, the fee 
was the same whether his fee category was determined to be news media or all other. 

3 Although Plaintiff used the term "waiver'' in his request letter, based on context of his 
letter (and subsequent appeal and complaint),' it appears that there was confusion over fee 
category (status) and fee waiver and that requester used the latter term to mean his 
request for news media status. Notwithstanding that it appears Plaintiff did not request a 
fee waiver, because of his use of the term waiver, the CIA treated it as such. 

4 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/11 C07083374 



C07 0833 74 
Approved for Release: 2025/06/11 C07083374 

and correct copy of CIA's September 30, 2008 letter and enclosures is attached 

hereto as Exhibit B.) 

8. By letter dated October 3, 20084, Plaintiff appealed the CIA's decision ''to deny 

my FOIA request status as a representative of the news media" regardin request 

F-2008-01781. Plaintiff went on to state "[b]y this appeal, I hereby characterize 

my records-search-fee-waiver 'request' as a DEMAND" and cited 5 U.S.C. § 522 

"a(4)(A)(ii)(ll), namely, 'fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for 

document duplication when ... the request is made by ... a representative of the news 

media.'" (A true and correct copy of Plaintiff's appeal request is attached hereto 

as Exhibit C.) 

9. By letter dated October 28, 2008, the CIA acknowledged Plaintiff's letter in 

which he appealed our determination to deny him "status as a representative of 

the news media" and to deny his "request for a fee waiver." 

10. The CIA explained to Plaintiff that since records responsive to his FOIA request 

had been previously released and no additional searches were conducted, he 

would be responsible "for copying costs associated with this request regardless of 

fee category determination." That is, the copying fees would apply even ifhe 

were placed into the news media fee category. With respect to his appeal of the 

denial of a fee waiver, the CIA reiterated that "if processing has been initiated, the 

requester must agree to be responsible for costs in the event of an adverse 

4 
The "letter" composed as email on October 3, 2008, is actually dated "6 Oct 2008" in a 

handwritten annotation next to Plaintiff's signature. The text states in part: ''By snail­
mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted letter." The appeal was 
received in my office on October 14, 2008 (see date stamp). 
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administrative or judicial decision." (See 32 C.F.R. § 1900.13( d).) Accordingly, 

the CIA declined to accept Plaintiff's fee waiver denial appeal.5 (A true and 

correct copy of CIA's response to Plaintiff's appeal request is attached hereto as 

ExhibitD.) 

11. On May 20, 2009, Plaintiff commenced this action, alleging that Defendant 

''failed to grant Plaintiff news media representative status," ·"a fee waiver so as 

only to have to pay photocopying and reproduction fees," (Compl., ,nr 9 and 10), 

and for the first time, alleged that Defendant "did not use the level of diligence 

and good faith to conduct a sear~h." (Id., ,i 12). 

12. By letter dated June 23, 2009, the CIA informed Plaintiff it would reopen his 

request, granted him news media re_presentative status for this request, and 

conduct a search for "CIA-received and CIA-generated" records on the following: 

a. ''the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all other related 

documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA 'headquarters in 

Washington, D.C.," 

b. "all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring 

since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." (A true and correct copy of this letter is 

attached hereto as Exhibit E.) 

13. By letter dated October 21, 2009, the CIA informed Plaintiff that no records 

responsive to item (a) above were located and that with respect to item (b), U.S. 

Government material (not originated by the CIA) was located and has been 

5 Although I signed the CIA's October 28, 2008 letter (as well as the initial response 
letter), initial FOIA requests and FOIA appeals are processed by two different branches. 
The appeals letter was signed in my capacity as Executive Secretary of the Agency 
Release Panel pursuant to 32 C.F.R. 1900.41(c)(2) and should have so indicated. 
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referred to the originating agencies for their review and direct response to him. 

The CIA also informed Plaintiff that "CIA regulations governing administrative 

appeals provide that no appeal shall be accepted if the information in question is 

the subject of pending litigation in the federal courts." (A true and correct copy of 

this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit F.) 

14. The CIA referred the three potentially responsive documents to the government 

agencies which originated the documents: Department of State and National 

Security Agency. 

II. CIA'S SEARCH FOR RESPONSIVE DOCUMENTS 

A. CIA Records Systems 

15. The CIA's records systems are designed to support CIA's intelligence activities 

and responsibilities. The CIA's ability to retrieve data from a given records 

system depends upon the type of information stored in that system and the way 

the system is designed to retrieve that information. Records systems and indexing. 

systems vary among CIA components because they must reflect and respond to 

the established responsibilities and needs of those individual components. For 
. . . 
example; some CIA records systems are organized to facilitate the collection of 

foreign intelligence, while others facilitate the analysis of intelligence 

information, depending upon the missions of the particular CIA component. 

16. All CIA records are maintained by one of four directorates or the independent 

offices and entities that report to the Director of the CIA: the National 

Clandestine Service (''NCS"), the Directorate of Intelligence ("DI"), the 
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Directorate of Science and Technology ("DS&T"), the Directorate of Support 

("OS") and the Director of CIA Area ("DIR Area"). 

17. The DI is the CIA directorate that analyzes, interprets.and forecasts foreign 

intelligence issues and world events of importance to the United States. It is 

responsible for producing finished intelligence reports for dissemination to 

policymakers in the United States Government. Appropriately trained personnel 

regularly conduct FOIA and other searches of the DI records system as part of 

their normal duties. 

18. The DS&T is the CIA directorate that creates and applies technology to fulfill 

intelligence requirements. The DS&T also maintained records produced by the 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, the primary collector of foreign open­

source information for the United States Government until the establishment of 

the DNI Open Source Center in 20056
. Open-source information is information 

that is generally available to the public, such as foreign newspapers, periodical 

publications, and television and radio broadcasts. Appropriately trained personnel 

regularly conduct FOIA and other searches of the DS&T records system as part of 

their normal duties. 

19. The NCS is the organization within CIA responsible for the clandestine collection 

of foreign intelligence information from human sources. The NCS records system 

contains information on persons or entities that are of foreign intelligence or 

counterintelligence interest to the CIA and other United States Government 

6 The DNI Open Source Center ("OSC") at CIA was established on 1 November 2005. 
The DNI directed that the center be built on the capabilities and expertise of CIA' s FBIS 
and report directly to the DCIA in implementing DNI strategy and guidance. 
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agencies. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA and Privacy 

Act searches of the NCS records system as part of their normal duties. NCS 

operational files are exempt from FOIA search and review pursuant to the CIA 

Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431. 

20. The DS provides the CIA with mission-critical services, including the protection 

of CIA personnel, security matters generally, facilities, communications, logistics, 

training, medical services, and personnel resources. It maintains records on all 

current and former CIA employees, whether emp~oyed in a contract or staff 

capacity, as well as other individuals for whom security processing or evaluation 

has been requir~. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA 

searches of the DS records system as part of their normal duties. 

21. The DIR Area includes the independent offices that report directly to the 

Director, and is distinct from the CIA.'s four .main directorates (NCS, DI, DS&T, 

and DS). The DIR Area includes the Office of General Counsel, Office of 

Inspector General, Office of Congressional Affairs, Office of Public Affairs, 

Chief Financial Officer, Chief Information Officer, and other entities such as the 

Office of Diversity Plans and Programs. The DNI Open Source Center is also 

within the DIR Area. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA 

searches of the DIR records system as part of their normal duties. 

B. Procedures for Processing FOIA Requests 

22. The CIA has established the following procedures for processing FOIA requests. 

As previously noted, CIA's Information and Privacy Coordinator, who also serves 

as Chief, PIPD, is responsible for managing the FOIA, PA, and E.0. 12958 

9 
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Mandatory Declassification Review programs at the CIA. My office is the initial 

reception point in the CIA for all FOIA requests. Upon receipt, experienced 

FOIA officers in PIPD review the request to ensure that it is perfected, that is, 

meets applicable legal and administrative requirements. Part of this review entails 

checking to see if the CIA has previously searched for and released records on the 

topic identified by the requester. If so, depending upon the volume, the requester 

is provided with copies of the responsive records or a listing of such records as 

well as with background on the search which generated the records. (See Exhibit 

B.) If a request is perfected and a search of CIA component records is necessary, 

PIPD officers determine which directorates 7 of the CIA reasonably may be 

expected to possess records responsive to the request and then forward copies of 

the requester's letter to those directorates with instructions to search for any 

responsive documents. The tasked directorates then conduct searches among all 

directorate components and indices and databases that reasonably may be 

expected to have any information responsive to the request. Directorate personnel 

responsible for conducting these searches are professionals who regularly and 

routinely conduct CIA record searches, whether for another component of the 

CIA, the Director of CIA, Department of Justice, Congress, or a FOIA requester. 

23. After a tasked component locates documents in response to a FOIA request, 

officers must review those documents to determine whether they do, in fact, 

respond to the request. Because of the nature of a particular records system, or 

the search tools, indices, or terms employed, a search may locate many documents 

7In the discussion of processing procedures in this Declaration, "directorates" will include 
the DIR Area. 
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.. 
that are not responsive to the request. In fact, it is quite common for the number 

of non-responsive documents to exceed the number ofresponsive documents. 

24. After officers identify and remove any non-responsive documents, they must then 

review the remaining responsive documents to determine if.any FOIA exemptions 

apply, and whether they can reasonably segregate non-exempt information from 

exempt information. In the course of reviewing documents for exempt 

information and segregability, officers frequently identify information that must 

be coordinated with or referred to another CIA component or another agency 

because the other component or agency originated the information. 8 This 

coordination and referral process itself can be quite time-consuming because other 

components and agencies have their own missions and FOIA priorities. 

25. When all of the components and agencies9 have completed their respective 

reviews, PIPD professionals incorporate all of the recomm~ndations regarding 

exemptions, segregation, and release, resolve conflicting recommendations, and 

ensure that the release or withholding determinations comply with the law and 

published CIA regulations. Under the direction and supervision of the CIA 

Information and Privacy Coordinator, a review is then conducted from a corporate 

perspective on behalf of the entire CIA. A final record copy of each CIA­

originated document is produced and a response is provided to the requester. 

8 See Exec. Order No. 12958, as amended,§ 3.6(b). 

9
"Agencies" in this context refers to one more other agencies having information or 

equities in CIA documents as opposed to referrals, which are documents located by CIA 
but originated by another agency. These are forwarded to the originating agency for 
review and direct response to the requester. 
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Documents originated by other government agencies are forwarded to those 

agencies for direct response to the requester. 

C. CIA's Records Search in Response to Plaintiff's FOIA Request 

26. The CIA processed Plaintiff's request following the procedures set forth above. 

27. As noted above (19), the CIA has previously searched for and released records 

relating to UFOs in response to FOIA requests and litigation. In addition, in 

1993-94, at the direction of then Director of Central Intelligence (DCI) James 

Woolsey, the CIA conducted an Agency-wide search for and reviewed all CIA 

files relating to UFOs. This effort, conducted under the direction of the Executive 

Assistant to the Director of Central Intelligence ("DCI") resulted in a further 

release of 1,757 pages, bringing the CIA.'s release of documents relating to UFOs, 

that is, the "UFO package" to 2,779 pages. It should be noted that this search was 

Agency-wide and the intent of the review was to release as much information as 

possible, without compromising intelligence sources and methods. Thus, the 

subject of plajntiff's request-"a 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters ... to 

discuss and evaluate certain official evidence of the intrusive UFO encounter 

experienced on Nov. 17, 1986 ... by a Japanese ·flight crew" over Alaska- falls 

squarely within the parameters of this search. In reviewing this case, it was the 

second prong of Plaintiff's request that prompted the CIA to reopen the 

processing of his request, namely, the request for information "on all other similar 

cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986." As 

was explained to Plaintiff in CIA's Sept. 30, 2008 letter, there is no CIA program 

to actively collect information on UFOs. However, the letter also acknowledged 
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that occasionally we may receive reports of sightings of objects in the UFO 

category. Accordingly, a search was conducted by CIA for records concerning 

"similar cases of airborne UFO encounters" since November 17, 1986. In 

addition, notwithstanding that records relating to the alleged 1987 special 

meeting at FAA headquarters concerning the November 1986 encounter, if any, 

should have been located during the special search for UFO related information 

conducted in 1993-94, a new search was conducted for records specifically 

relating to the meeting as described by the requester. 

28. PIPD personnel experienced in the tasking of records searches tasked those CIA 

directorates reasonably likely to have responsive records, if any existed._ PIPD 

tasked the Plaintiff's request to the DI, DS&T, DIR Area, and NCS. These 

components were tasked to search through June 15, 2009, the date of the letter 

informing requester that the case was being reopened. 

29. As noted above, the DI analyzes, interprets, and forecasts foreign-intelligence 

related issues and world events of importance to the United States. The DI made 

all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve any records responsive to Plaintiff's 

FOIA request. The DI searched its central data base, an all-source data base 

containing intelligence reports and finished intelligence received and originated 

by the CIA, for information on "other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters 

reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986." The following search terms were 

used: "UFO", "UFOS", and ''unidentified flying objt?ct or objects." 

30. Three responsive documents, all originated by other agencies, were located. 

Records in the main DI system are disseminated intelligence reports and are not 
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indexed to retrieve information of the nature requested in item 1 of Plaintiff's 

request. Within the DI, the only component reasonably likely to possess records 

relating to the meeting described in requester's letter would have been the Office 

of Scientific and Weapons Research ("OSWR")1°, whose records have been 

archived. Such records are indexed only at the folder level. The DI searched 

using the following terms "UFO," "UFO," "U.F.O.," as well as "FAA," "FA 

A," and Federal Aviation Administration. In addition, the search officer looked 

for folder titles. listing meeting, briefing, roster, or minutes for the same time 

period. No responsive records were located. 

31. The DS&T also made all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve records 

responsive to plaintiff's request. Given the relevant time period, the DS&T 

searched archived records of the National Photographic Interpretation Center, 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, Office of Imagery Analysis, Office of 

Technical Services, Office of the Director for S&T, Office of Development and 

Engineering, Office of Research and Development and Office of Technical 

Collection. The DS&T employed the following search terms: "FAA," "Federal 

Aviation Administration," "UFO," ''unidentified flying object," and "Callahan." 

No responsive records were located. 

32. The DCIA Area also made all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve any 

records responsive to plaintiff's FOIA request. The DCIA Action Center (DAC), 

Office of Public Affairs, Open Source Center and Center for the Study of 

10 OSWR was formed in 1980 when the Offices of Scientific Intelligence ~d Weapons 
Intelligence were merged. The name of the office was changed in 1995, and the office 
was subsequently merged with a number of others during successive reorganizations. 
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Intelligence conducted records searches. All components searched for 

"unidentified flying objects," "UFO," "UFOs," "FAA," or "Federal Aviation 

Administration." In addition, the following search terms were used by one or 

more components: "UFO encounter," "Japanese flight crew 1628," "aviation," 

''meeting at FAA 1987," "FAA meeting," "1987 FAA meeting," "UFO and 

Japan," "UFO and 1628," "UFO and CIA," "UFO and 747," ''UFO and 

extraterrestrial," "Callahan." (The term ''unidentified flying object" was also used 

i~ conjunction with other terms when "UFO" is listed in the preceding examples. 

In addition, as was noted above, a special search was conducted in 1993-94 

regarding UFOs at the request of Director Woolsey. These records are part of the 

CIA UFO collection which was offered to the plaintiff in CIA's initial response. 

The search was overseen by the Executive Assistant to the DCI. The DAC 

searched all of the records retired as part of this effort ("every single page"), and 

CSI independently reviewed a subset as possibly containing responsive 

information. All records were manually reviewed as part of this search. No 

responsive records were located. The DAC found no reference to a meeting or 

the FAA in 1987 ("or indeed, any other year'') or any 'documentation regarding 

UFO encounters, extra-terrestials, or unexplained flying phenomena from 1986 

onward. In addition, the individual who oversaw the 1993-94 search and review 

effort as the Executive Assistant to the DCI searched his email concerning this 

project for "FAA" and located no responsive documents. 

33. As previously noted, the NCS is responsible for the clandestine collection of 

foreign intelligence information. The NCS records system contains information 
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on persons and entities that are of foreign intelligence or counter-intelligence 

interest to the CIA and other United States Government agencies. After 

reviewing plaintiffs FOIA request, NCS responded that its records system was 

not set up to search on general subjects or topics such as UFOs.1
•
1
•
12 

34. In sum, the CIA tasked those components reasonably likely to possess 

information responsive to Plaintiffs request (if any) to conduct records searches. 

The searches were conducted by information management professionals who are 

familiar with the records systems of their respective components and who 

routinely and regularly conduct searches of these records as part of their 

professional responsibilities. These individuals were familiar with Plaintiffs 

request and all such searches were reasonably calculated to locate responsive 

records, if any. As indicated above, no documents were located in response to 

item (a) ("1987 special meeting at FAA") of Plaintiffs request and three records 

originated by other government agencies were located in response to item (b )("all 

other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters"). 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

11 Intelligence reports disseminated by NCS (formerly the Directorate of Operations) are 
included in the DI records system where they may be searched by topic (and were 
searched as part of the DI records search described above.) 

12 The Directorate of Support to conduct searches in this case. Given its functions as 
CIA's administrative and support arm, PIPD officers reasonably determined that the DS 
was not likely to have records responsive to plaintiffs request. 

16 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/11 C07083374 

,. 



C07083374 
Approved for Release: 2025/06/11 C07083374 

Executed this 21 st day of January, 2010. 

Delores M. Nelson 
Information & Privacy Coordinator 
Central Intelligence Agency 
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ce.otral lii.elligeo:e ¼,err:y 

Wll!llingJot1,.D.C. 2050S 

September 30, 2008 

Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2008-01781 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This is a final response to your 23 August 2008 Freedom of Infonnation Act 
(FOIA) request, received in the office of the Information and Privacy Coordinator on 
28 August 2008, for the following CIA-received and CIA-generated records: 

(1) As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefmgs, minutes, 
and all other related documentation of the 1987 special meeting at 
FAA headquarters in Washington, D.C.; 
(2) As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters 
reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date. 

We have assigned your request the reference number above. Please use this number when 
corresponding so that we can identify it easily. 

On the general subject of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs), there is no 
organized CIA effort to do research in connection with UFO phenomena, nor has there 
been an organized effort to collect intelligence on UFOs since the 1950s. At that time, the 
Air Force, specifically the Air Technical Intelligence Center at Wright Patterson Air Force 
Base~ had the primary responsibility for the investigation of all reports of UFO sightings. 
The CIA's role was in connection with a Scientific Advisory Panel, established to 
investigate and evaluate reports ofUF:Os. The panel was concerned only with any aspect 
of UFO phenomena which might prove to present a potential threat to the United States 
national security. The p;mel later issued a report of its findingS', the Report of the 
Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects dated 17 January 1953, also known as the 
Robertson Report. The report was released by the Air Force Office of Public Infonnation 
on 9 April 1958. The Air Force investigation, called Project Bluebook, was tenninated in . 
1969. We understand that the Air Force turned its records on this subject over to the 
National Archives and Records Administration where they are currently available for 
inspection and purchase. There is currently no CIA program to actively collect 
information on UFOs, although since the time of the Robe$on Report there have been 
sporadic instances of correspondence dealing with the subject, and we occasionally receive 
various kinds of reports of sightings of objects in the UFO category. 
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As of this date, however, the Agency has released to numerous previous requesters 
1,022 pages of UFO-related documents under the FOIA. Most of this material was located 
as a result of a previous search for records conducted on behalf of an earlier requester for 
information regarding UFOs up through 1979, and as a result of a recent updated search 
for records conducted on behalf of an earlier requester for information regarding UFOs 
from 1979 through 15 March 1990. Any releasable material as a result of these earlier, 
thorough searches is included in this package. These documents are not indexed, and most 
of the material deals with matters related to the.report by the Scientific Advisory Panel. 
We should advise you that most of the reports dealing with the UFO sightings considered 
by the Panel origin·ated with other government agencies such as the Air Force, and that 
much of the later CIA-originated reports concern sigh.tings as reported in the foreign news 
media In accordance with our enclosed fee schedule, the material referred to above costs 
ten cents per page less the first 100 pages as a requester in the ••an other" category. 

Also, as a result of former Director Woolsey's 14 December 1993 radio interview, 
a recent further release of 1,757 pages has been made bringing the total amount of pages to 
2,779. Therefore, should you wish to purchase this package, please send us your check or 
money order for'US$267.90 to me, made payable to the Treasurer of the United States and 
cite the reference number aboye to ensure proper credit to your account. 

You also have the option of reviewing the initial release of 991 pages on the CIA's 
electronic FOIA internet site. The access for this site via homepage URL is: 

llttp:\\www.foia.ucia.gov. 

I must consider your request for a fee waiver under the standards the Agency FOIA · 
regulations outline, which you will find at Part 1900 of Title 32 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR). I have reviewed your request under those standards and determined 
that your petition does not meet them because disclosing the infoanation you seek is . 
already in the public domain and its re-release would not likely contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations and activities of the United States Government. I 
therefore deny your request for a fee waiver. • 

You may appeal this decision, in my care, within 45 days from the date of this 
letter. Should you choose to appeal the deniai. of your request for a fee waiver, you are 
encouraged to provide an explanation supporting your appeal. Agency regulations also 
specify that if the Agency has started to process a request, the Agency may only accept an 
appeal of a fee waiver denial if the requester agrees to be responsible for the costs in the 
event of an adverse administrative or judicial decision. • 
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In an effort to assist you further, enclosed is a copy of an article from the CIA's 
internal magazine Studies in futel1igence, Swnmer 1997, entitled "CIA's Role in the Study 
of UFOs, 1947-90." This item is being provided at no cost since it is under 100 pages. We 
trust that the information enclosed and that provided above will be helpful. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Delores M. Nelson 
Infonnation and Privacy Coordinator 
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;; (:W,s Role _in the Study of UFOs, 1947-90 
" ,:/ i' 
Gerald K. Haines 

'' While Agency concern over 
UFOs was.substantial until 

the early 1950s, CIA has 
since paid o~y-limited_and 
peripheral a.tten,tion to the 

phenomena. 

' ' 

Guald K. Haines is the Nacion.a.I 
Rcconnaiss-a.nce Office historian. 

An acr.ior<linuy 95 pc:rccnt of .111 
Aincric.1ns h:ivc: ;it lc::i.st hc:ard or rc:iJ 

• something .1bouc Unid.:nciti,:J Hying 
Obj=s (UFOs), :ind 57 percent 
believe they ue rcil.1 Formc:r US 
Presiden_cs C.1rter ;ind Rog:in cbim 
to have seen a UFO. UFOlogisu-:1 
neologism for·UFO bu~and pri­
nce UFO organiiacions are found 
chroughouc the United. Scates. Many 
are convin~d chat che US Govern­
ment, and pacticularly CIA, a.re 
engiged in a massive conspir:zcy and 
coverup of the issue. The idea that 
ClA has secretly concealed its 
r=ch into UFOs ba.s been a major 
chemeofUFO buffi since them~­
ern UFO ·phenomena emerged in the 
lace 1940s.? 

In lace 1993, a.fta being pressured by 
UF_Ologists for the release of addi­
tional CIA infurmacion on UFOs,l 
DCI ll James W oolscy ordered 
anocher review of all Agency fues on 
UFOs. Using C[A rec:occls compiled 
&om chat review, chis stUdy traces 
CIA inccresc and involvement in the 
UFO concrovcrsy from the late 1940s 
to 1990. It chronologially ownines 
the Agency's dfom to solve the mys­
tery of UFOs, iu programs chat lwi. • 
an impact on UFO sightings, and its 
attempts ro conceal CIA involvement 
in the entire UFO issue. Wh.ar 
cmcigcs &om this cx:aminacion is chat, 
while Agency concern over UFOs wu 
substantial uncil the early 1950s, CIA • 
has since paid only limited and periph­
eral attention to che phenomena. 

Badcgrou.ad 

The emergence in 1947 of the Cold 
Wu confroncacion between the 

Unitc:ll Sc:u,;,.,s :and the: Sovic:c Unfon 
:ii.so s:1w du: lin.c ,v-.1vc of UFO si~hc­
ini;s. The lir.,1 rcporc of :i "flying 
s:iu<crM uvc:r chc Unit<..J Sc;irc:s c::imc 
on 24 June: 1947. when Kcnn<.-th 
Arnold, :a priv:icc: piloc :ind rcpuublc 
businessman, while looking for a 
downed pl;inc: sighccd nine J isk­
sh:iped objcccs nor Mt. R:iiniei', 
W;ishingcon, cr;ivcling :u :in escinmc<l 
speed of ov.er 1,000 mph. Arnold's . 
report w:is followed by a Rood of :iddi­
cioMl sightings, including reporu . 
from milic:iry and dvili:in pilocs .1nd 
air craffic concrollers all over che 
United Stat~.' In 1948, Air Force . 
Gen. Nath~ Twining, he1d of ~he 
Aic T cchnical Service Command, 
established Project SIGN (1t1ici2Ily 
named Project SAUCER) to coµea, _ 
collace, CV2luace, and disuibucc within. 
the government all-informacion r1:b.t, 

u,g to such sightings, on che pronise 
that UFOs might be real Uld. of 
national w:uricy concern.' .. 

The Technical lncclligcncc Division . 
of che·Air Material Command 
(AMO ac Wright Field 0accr 
Wrighc-P:merson Air Force Base) in 
Dayton, Ohio, assumed control of 
Projecc SIGN an~ began i~ work on 
23 January 1948. Although at first 
fcarfuJ that che objccu might be 
Soviet secret weapons, chc Air Force 
soon condudcd char UFOs were real 
buc easily explained and not cxcraor­
dinuy. The Afr Force report foUJ1d 
thac almost a.II sightings stemmed 
from one or more of three a.uses: 
mass h)'lteria arid hallucination, 
hoax, or misinterpretation of known 
objea.s. Nevertheless, che ccporc rec-

. ommendcd continued military 
iii.ccllig~~oa«ol over che invcsci­
g:ition of all sig~cings and did not_ 
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rule ouc che possibility of cxcr·acerres­
crial phenomena.' 

Amid mounting UFO sightings, the: 
Au Fom: continued co collect 2.nd 
cva!U2.te UFO daca. in chc 12.cc 1940s 
under a new project, GRUDGE, 
which tried to allc:viacc public mxiecy 
over UFOs via a public relations c:am­
p2.ign de.signed to persuade: chc public 
dw: UFOs c:onsrituccd nothing 
unu.nul or =ordinuy. UFO sight­
ings were explained u balloons, 
convenciom.1 :a.iraaft, 'pl:i.nee, mete­
ors, opcial illusions, sola.c reflections, 
or even •1uge lu.ilsroncs.ft GRUDGE 
officia.ls found no evidence in UFO 
sightings of advanced foreign weapons 
design or development, 2.nd chcy con­
cluded that UFOs did noc chraccn 
US security. They recommended tlm 
che project be reduced in 3COpe 
because the very existence of Afr 
Force official interest encouraged peo-. 
pie co believe in UFOs and 
conuibuced co a ~wu hyscc.ria• acrno-

. sphere. On 27 December 1949, the 
Air Force announced the project's 
termination. 7 

Wich increased Cold War tensions, 
rhe Korean war, and continued UFO 
sightings, USAF Director of lncelli­
gcnce Mij. Gen. ~~rlcs P. Cibcll 
ordered i new UFO project in 1952. 
Projecc BLUE BOOK bcamc the 
major Air Force effort co study the 
UFO phenomenon chcoughout the 
1950s ind 1960s. • The cask of idenci-

.Early CCA Concerns, 1947-52. 

CIA closdy monitored the Air Force 
efforc, awuc of the mounting number 
of sightings and inc:rasingly con­
cerned thu UFOs might pose i 
potential sccuricy threat. 10 Given the 
discribucion of du: sightings, CIA offi­
cials in 1952 questioned whether chcy 
might reflect • midsummer 
madness.'' 11 A(,cncy officials icccpccd 
the Air Force's condwions about 
UFO cepoi'ts, alth<iugh they con­
cluded chac "since there it a cemoce 
possibility that they may be incerpl2.n­
ewy aircnfr, it is necesmy co 
investigate ach sighcing.'" 11 

A nwsive buildup of sightings over 
the United Stites in 1952, especially 
in July, alumcd the Trum.a.n .1.dminis­
inrion. On 19 a.nd 20 July, radar 
scopes ac Wa$hington Nacion al Air­
port 2.nd Andrews Air Force Bise 
in.eked mysterious blips. On 27 July, 
the blips rcippcucd.. The Air Force 
scrambled interceptor 2.frcraft co invcs-· 
cigate, buc chcy found nothing. The 
incidenu, however, caused hcidlincs 
iaoss the country. The White House 
w.nted co know whit was h2.ppcning, 
ind the Air Force quickJy offered the 
cxplanation'rkr the radar blips might 
be the result of "ccmpcracurc 
inversions: Lacer, a Civil Aeronautics 
Adminismcion invcstigacion con-
fi rrned chic such radu blips were 
quice common ind were caused by 
tcmpencurc inversions. '' 

fying and explaining UFOs continued Although ic had monitored UFO 
to &II on the Air Matcci:u Comnund ~cports foe at lcist three years. CIA 
at Wrighc-P:merson. Wich i smill ' rcacced co che new ruh of sightings by 
swf, che Air Technical lncdligcnce forming a special nudy group wichin 
Ccmer (A TIC). cried co pcrsU2.de the the Office of Scientific tncclligcncc 
public that UFOs were noc·cxtnordi- (OSI) 2.nd the Office of Cuc rent lnccl-
nuy.' Projecu SIGN, GRUDGE, ligcnce (OCI) co review rhe 
and BLl,!E BOOK set the cone for sicuacion. 14 Edward Tauss, aeting 
the o~a2.I US Government posicion_,.:.. __ .c;hi.,~( £>f.Q.Srs Weipons and Equip- . 
regarding UFOs for chc next 30 ye-us. menc Division, reported fur rhe group 
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that mosc UFO sightings could be C2.S• 

ily explained. Neverchcl.cs.s, he 
recommended th1t the Agency con-· 
cinue monitoring the pcoblcm, in 
coocdinacion with ATIC. He :ilio 
urged thac CIA concc:il ia inccrcsc 
from the media ant;i the public, "in 
view of their prob1ble wmisc tenden­
cies" co a.cccpc such interest u 
confirming du: cxiscencc of UFOs." 

Upon receiving the report, Deputy 
Director for [ncdligcncc (DD[) Rob­
err Amory, Jr. a.ssigncd rcspon.sibiliry 
for the UFO investigations to OS('.s 
Physics and Elcaronics Division, 
with A. R.ty Gordon-is the officer in 
chargc..1' Ea.ch branch in the division 
was to contribute ro the invcscigacion, 
and Gordon wu co coordinate closely 
wirh ATIC. Amory, who asked che 
group co focus on the.nation~ sccu­
cicy implicitions of UFOs, wu 
rela.ying DCI Walter BcdeU Smith's 
concerns. 17 Smith winced i:o know 
whether or not the Afr Foccc invcscigi­
cion of flying siucen was sufficien.dy 
objective and how much moce money 
and manpower would be ncccssuy co 
derccmin•c the cause of the small pcc­
cc:ntagc of unexplained flying saucem 
Smith believed "thccc was only one 
chince in 10,000 char the phenome­
non posed a threat co the sccuricy of 
che councry, buc even chac chance 
could not be C2ken. ~ According co 
Smith, it wis_CfA's responsibilicy by 
srirucc co coordinice the incelligcn.ce 
effort requicc;d co solve che problem. 
Smith also wa.nred co know whit use 
could be made of che UFO phenome­
non in conneccion wich US 
psychological wicfare efforts. •• 

Led by Gordon, the CfA. Study 
Group met with Air Force: officials ac 

. Wright-Patterson and reviewed cheir 
d:u:a 2.nd findings. The Air Force 
daimcd that 90 percent of the 
reported sighcing3 were easily 
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accounted for. The ocher 10 percent -
were ch.aracceriud u "a number of 
incredible ~ocu f'rom credible 
observers.• The Air Force rcjeered 
the chcorics dm the sighcings 
involved US or Sovier secret wcapo ns 
dc:vc!opmC!}t oc char they involved 
'"men &om Mus; there was no cvi­
·dcncc co support these concepts. 
The Air Foree briefcrs sought co 
cxpl.a.in these UFO reports as the mis­
inccrpreu.cion of known objcas or 
licdc undcrstoOd namra.l 
phenomena.." Air Force and CIA 
offic:i:il.s agreed chat outside knowl­
edge of Agency interest in UFOs 
would make the: problem mor~ 
scrious. 20 This concealment of CIA 
interest contributed greatly t0 luer 
charges of a CIA conspiracy and 
c:ovcrup. 

The CIA Scudy Group also searched 
the Soviet press for UFO reports, buc 
found none, a.using the group co 
conclude: that the ibsence of rc:porcs • 
had co have been che result of ddibcr­
::i.ce Soviet Government policy. The 
group uso envisioned the USSR's 
possible !.!SC of UFOs as a psychologi­
a.l wufue cool In addition, they 
worried chat. if the US air wuning 
system should be ddi~tcly over­
loaded by UFO sightings, the Sovic:cs 
might gain a surprise advantage in 
any nudc:ar attack. l 1 

Bccau.sc of the tense Cold War situa­
tion uid increased Soviet 
capabilities, chc CIA Scudy Group 
nw serious naciorul seeuricy con­
cerns in the flying saucer situation. 
The group believed char the Soviccs 
could we UFO reports co couch off 
mass hysteria and panic in rhc 
United Scates. The group also 
believed that die Soviets might use 
~FO iighcinp co ovcrloa.d chc US 
atr ~ming sysrcm so tliu it could 
nor distinguish real cugccs from 

'' Because of the tense Cold 
War situation and 
increased Soviet 

capabilities, the CIA Study 
Group saw s~rious national 

security concerns in the 
flying saucer s_ituation. 

'' phantom UFOs. H. Marshall Chad­
well, A11ist.ant Director of OS[, 
added we he considered the prob­
lem of such impom.ncc "that ic 
should be brought to the actc:ntioa of 
the National S«uricy Council, in 
order chat a communirywidc coordi­
nated effort cowards ic solution may 
be: iniciaccd."U 

Chadwell briefed DC[ Smidt on che 
$Ubjcct of UFOs in Dc:ccmbcr 1952. 
He urged a.aion because he wu con­
vin~d char "somcdungwas going on 
that muse nave immcdiue attention" 
and that •sightings of unexplained 
objcccs ac great aJcicudcs and cravd­
ing at high speeds rn the vi~icy of 
major US defense installations arc of 
such natutc chac they uc nor accribuc­
able co ~rural eh.c:nomc:na or known 
cypes of acru.l vehicles." He drafted 
a memoruidum from the DC[ to the 
Nuion2! Security Council {NSC) 
and a proposed NSC Oirc:ccivc csab­
lishing the investigation of UFOs· as 
a priority projea throughout the: 
intelligence: and the defense research 
and development community. u 
Chadwc:U also urged Smith to cscab• 
lish an external rescuch project of 
top-level scientists co scudy the prob­
lem ofUFOs.H Afccr this.briefing, 
Smith dircaed DOC Amory co pre­
pare a NSC lncclligc:nce Direc:tive 
(NSCID) foe Juhmission co the NSC 
on the need co continue the investiga­
tion of UFOs a.nd to coordinate such 
i~i,-~st!! ~i~ -.thc Air Force:.!! 

UFOs 

The Robcrtso11 Panel, 1952-53 

On 4 December 1952, the Intc:lli­
gc:ru:c Advisory Committee (IAQ 
took up ~c issue;: ofUFOs.2' Amory, 
as acting chairman,· pccscntc:d DCI 
Smith's ccquc.n: co the commicccc 
due it informally discus.s the subject 
of UFOs. Chadwdl then briefly 
rcvi.c:wed the sicuacion and the active 
program of the ATIC rclaciag co 
UFOs. The cx,mmicccc agreed chat 
chc DC[ should •c:nJisc the services · 
of sdecccd scientists co review and 
zpptuse the available evidence in the 
light of pertinent scientific theories• 
a.nd dnft an NSCID on the 
subjca. l1 Maj. Gen. John A. Sam­
ford, Oiccaor of Air Force 
Intclligenc:c:, offered full 
cooperation. !t 

Ar. chc same time, Chadwell looked 
into Bcicish cffurcs in chis area. He 
learned the British also were active in 
studying the UFO phenomena. An 
cminc:nc British sciencisc, R. V. Jones, · 
headed a standing committee ercatc:d 
in June 195l on flying saucers. 
Jones' and his committee's conclu­
sions on UFOs were similu co those 
of Agency officials: the sightings 
were noc enemy aircraft but miscc:prc­
sencadons of nacura.l phenomena. 
The Bricisb nocc:d, ho~er, chac dur­
ing a ccccnc air show RAF pilocs and 
senior military offi~ bad observed 
a ·pct£ca flying saucer." Given the 
press response, according to the 
office,, Jones was having a most d..iffi­
o.Jc time crying co correct public 
opinion regarding UFOs. The public 
was convinced they were real.~ 

[n jU1UU)' 1953, Chadwc:ll and H. P. 
Robc11SOn, 111occd physicist from the 
California lnscicua: ofTechnology, 
put cogc_thcr a distinguished panel of 
ni,hiililiwy Kicncisa to scudy the 
Vr,b~i~c. le indudcd Robccaon as 

.&. , . · ·:.:-t-· . 
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chairman; Samuel A. Goudsmit, a 
nudcar physicist from the Brookhaven 
National Laboruorics; Lws Alva=, a 
high-<:nagy phy,icisc; Thornton Page, 
the deputy direaor of the Johns Hop­
kins Opcn.cions Rc:scuch Office and 
an expert on n.du and. dectronic.s; and 
Uoyd Bcrkncc, a diceet0r of the 
Brookhaven National Laboratories .nd 
a. spa:Wisc in geophysics. JO 

The dwgc to the panel wu co review 
the avi.ilable evidence on UFOs and 
to consider the possible da.ngers·of the 
phenomena to US national securicy. 
The pand met from 14 to 17 January 
1953. It reviewed Air Force daQ on 
UFO ~ histories and, afm spend­
ing 12 hours studying the 
phenomena, declared thac reasonable 
aplanations could be suggested f'oc 
most, if not all, sightin~. For cnm­
plc, afar rcvicwing morion-picture 
film taken of a UFO sighting neat 
Trcmoncon, Utah, on 2 July l952 
:uid one ncu Great Falls, Monca.na, 
on 15 August 1950, che panel con­
cluded chat the images on che 
Tccmoncon film were cawed by sun­
light rcftcc:cing off seagulls and thar 
the images at Great Falls were sun­
light reflecting ·off the surface of cwo 
N.c Force interceptors. 31 

UFO phenomena :a.nd use chem to dis­
rupt US air defeiucs. 31 

To meec these problems, the pand rec­
ommended char the National Security 
Council debunk UFO repocu and 
inscirucc a policy of pubUc cduacion 
ro r=ucc i:h.c public of the lack of 
evidence behind UFO$. Ir suggested 
wing the mass media, advertising. 
b~iness dubs, schools, and .tvcn che 
Disncy.corpocacion to gee che message 
across. Reporting ac che height of 
McCarthyism, the pand also.recom­
mended chac such prince UFO 
groups as the Civilian Flying Saucer 
Inv~cors in Los Angdcs and the 
Aerial Phenomena R=uc:h Organiu­
cion in W1SConsin be monitored foe 
subversive aetivicics. lJ 

The Robcrcson p.nel's conclusions 
wccc scri.kingly similar co those of the 

. cadicr Air Force projecc rcpocu on 
SlGN and GRUDGE and co those of 
che CTA's own OSI Study Group. All 
invcscig.a.cive groups found due UFO 
rcpocts indicated no direct thrcac co 
national sccuricy and no evidence of 
visics by c:xcraccrrcscrials. 

-Following the Robercson panel find­
in~, chc Agency abandoned efforts to 
dmc .n NSCCD on UFOs . .1-1 The Sci-

The panel conduded unanimowly e~tific Advisocy Panel on UFOs· (the 
chac chere was no cvidencc of a direcc Robercson panel) subm'irced ia report 
threat co ·cucional security in che UFO co che tAC, the Sccrcruy of Defense, 
sightings. Nor coul-d the panel find the Dirccror of the Federal Gvil 
any evidence due che objeas sighrcd Defense Administmion, and chc 
mighc be cxrr:m:rcemials. Ic did find Chairmw of rhe National Security 
c!m continued emphasis on UFO Rcsourc:~ Board. CIA officials said 
reporcing mighc chr~rcn "chc orderly no fuccher coruidemion of che sub-
funaioninf of che government by jcct appeared warranted, although 
dogging the channels of communica- they continued to monitor sightin~ 
tion with irrelevant reporn ·and by in the interest of national security. 
inducing "hysterical mass behavior" Philip Scrong and Feed. Durant from 
harmful to constituted authocicy. . . . . -. OS[ also briefed the Office of 

-;-~ ~c,~anc_\_~o wocr!cd chat potcnci¥,;;•_, .;...·~'tional Estimates on the findings. n 
• .,, .. , -- cneml~·concemplat1ng an attack cm· :·.- ... ;..·.!A officials wanccd·knowledge of 

the Unm:d States might exploit the any Agency interest in the subject of 
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flying sauce~ carefully rcsuicced, not• 
ing not 9nly chat the Robcraon pand 
ceporc wa.s d:assified but also chat any 
mention of-Cf,A sponsorship of the 
pand was forbidden. This acdcudc 
would Luer cause the Agency ma.jar 
problems relating co ics cccdibiliry." 

The 1950s: Fadiiig CIA Intercsc ia 
UFOs 

Afr.er the rcpoct of the Robcmon 
p.nd, Agency offici.a.ls pw: the entire 
issue of UFOs on the back burner. In 
May 1953, Chadwell cransfcmd chief 
responsibilicy for· ~ing abreast of 
UFOs co OSrs Physia and Elcaronic 
Division, while the Applied Science 
Division continued to provide any nec­
cssuy support.l7 Todos M. Odarcnko, 
chief of the Physia and. Elccuonics 
Division, did not wane to rake on rhc 
problem. concen4ing that it would 
~uirc o:,o much of his divi1ion's ana• 
lycic and deric:al time. Given the 
findings of the Robertson panel, he 
proposed. ro consider che project "inac­
tive" and to devote only one analyse 
put-time and a file deck to maintain a 
reference file of the 2.ccivitics of the N.r 
Force and other agencies on UFOs. 
Neither che Navy nor the Army 
showed much interest in UFOs, 
according co Odarenko. J.I 

A nonbeliever in UFOs, Odarenko 
sought to have his division relieved of 
rhe rcsponsibilicy for monitoring UFO 
rcporu. In 1955, for example, he rec­
ommended ~c the entire: project be 
cc:rminaced bcca~e no n~ informa-
tion concerning UFOs had surfaced. 
Besides, he argued, his division wi'i ~c­
ing a serious budget reduction and 
could noc spare the resources. 3' Ch~d­
wcU and other .Agency officials, 
·howc:vcr, continued to wocry_~lx,ur _ 
UFOs. Of special conccm·we~,~···:, 
$ca.5 rcpotlS of UFO sightings and·· ••• 
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claims we German enginecn held by • 
che Sovica were developing a "flying 
s:i.uccr• as a funue weapon of war. 40 

To most US policial and milic:uy 
leaders. the Soviet Un.ion by the mid-
1950s had become a dangerous oppo­
nent. Soviet progress in nuclear 
wapons and guided missiles was pu­
cicutu{y i!:uming. [n the summer of 
1949, the USSR had dcto112.ced an 
atomic bomb. rn August 1953, only 
nine months after the United Sttccs 
reseed a hydrogen bomb, the Soviets 
deronarcd one. Io the spring of 
1953, a top sccrc:c RAND Corpoca­
cion. srudy also pointed our the: 
vuln.enl,ilir:y of SAC bases co a .sur­
p~ att:zck by Sovicc long-range 
bombccs. Conc~m ovcr·chc danger 
of a Sovicr mack on che United 
Sa.res continued co grow, and UFO 
sightings added co. die uneasiness of 
us policymuers. 

Mounting rcpocu of UFOs over ast­
ern Europe and Afghanist:U\ also 
prompted concern ch~t chc Soviccs 
wue rmking rapid progress in this 
uo.. CIA officials le.new dut che 
Bricish and Canadians were :ilrcady 
experimenting wich •flying ~uc:crs." 
Project'( wu a. Canadi2.n-Bricish-US 
dcvclopmcnru opcra.cion co produce 
a nonconvcncional flying-saucer-type 

• aircraft, and Agency officWs feared 
the Soviets were cescing similu 
dcvio:s. 41 

Adding to the concern w:u a flying 
~ucer sighting by US Senator 
Richud RUlSdl 2.nd his p:my while 
cr:i.vding on :i tr;in in che USSR in 
Occobcr l955. After extensive incer­
view3 or Russell 2nd his group:· 
however, CIA officfals concluded 
chac R.w,cll's sighting did not sup­
.pore the theory ch:ic the Sovicu h:id 
dcvdoped s:iucerlikc or unconven­
cicn':il'ii.~:rifc. • Hecbcrc Scoville, Jr., 

BLUE BOOK investigators 
were able to attribute many 

UFO s~ghtl.ogs co U-2 
flights. 

'' 
the Assisranc Dirccror ofOSl, wrote 
chac che objeccs observed probably 
were normal jct aircraft in a steep 
dimb.0 

Wilton E. Lcxow, head of che ClA's 
Applied. Sciences Division, was also 
skcpcic:al. He quescioncd why the 
Soviccs were concinuing co develop 
conventional-type aircraft if they had 
a "flying saucer.~'-' Scoville: asked 
La4w co assume responsibilicy for 
fully assessing the capabilities and 
limicacions of nonconvcncional air­
craft and co maina.in the OS[ ccncnl 
file on chc subject of UFOs. 

CIA's U-2 and OXCART as UFOs 

ln November 1954, CIA h.ad entered 
into the world of high technology 
with ia U-2 overhead rcconnaisunce 
projecc. Working with Lockheed's 
Advanced Ocvdopmenc &cilicy in 
Burbank, Czlifornia, known u che 
Skunk Works, and Kelly Johnson, an 
eminent ac:ronaucial engineer, the 
Agency by Augwt 1955 was testing a 
high-altitude cxperimcncl aircr2ft­
che U-2. It could fly :ir 60,000 fm; 
in the mid-1950s, most commercial 
airliners flew between I 0,000 fccr 
and 20,000 fm. Conscquencly, 
once the U-2 scarccd tcsc flights, com­
mercial pilocs and :iir traffic 
concrollers bcgah rcporring a large 
incrc;!$c in UFO sighlings. ~, (U) 

UFOs 

rise and sunscr. They often appeared 
as fiery objcas co observers below. 
Air Force BLUE BO_OK invcroga­
cors awue of che secret U-2 Righcs 
cried co explain away $w:h sightings 
by linking chem co." nacura.1 phenom­
ena such is ice cryscals and 
ccmpcruure inversions. By checking 
with the ~ency', U-2 Project Scaff 
in Washington, BLUE BOOK in.vcs­
cigacoa were able co awibucc many 
UFO sightings co U-2 flighcs. They 
were c:ueful, however, not co rcve2.l 
che crue cawc of che sighting co the 
public. 

According co lacer estimates from 
CIA officials who worked on chc U-
l projea and chc OXCART (SR-71, 
or 81:idc:bird) project, over tialf of all 
UFO cepocu from the lace 1950s 
through che 1960s were accounted 
for by manned ccconnaissanc:c ll.ighcs 
(namely the U-2) over the United 
Sates. 4s This led the Air Force to 
make misleading and dcc:epcivc ~me­
mcncs co the public: in order co allay 
public fears and co protect an cxcr.or­
dinarily sensicive national security 
projccc. While perhaps j usrificd., chi~ 
dcCA:pcion added fud co the lacet con­
spiracy theories and chc covcrup 
controversy of the 1970s. The per­
ccnagc: of what the Air Force 
considered uncxpla.ined UFO sighc­
ings fell to 5.9 percent in 1955 and 
to 4 percent in 1956. ~6 

Ac chc same rime:, pressure was build­
ing for ch.c: release of the R.oberuon 
pand report on UFOs. In 1956, 
£dwud Ruppdc, former head of the 
Air Force SLUE SOOK project, 
-publicly ccvcalcd chc existence of che 
pand. A bcsc-sclling book by UFOl­
ogisc Oon:ald Keyhoc, :a retired 
Muine Corps major, advoc:.accd 

The c:arly U-2s were: silvc:r (they were release of all government inform:i- _. . 
lacer piinccd b[:ick) and rcAccrcd chc .• . tip Cl .~acing co UFOs. Civilian =.:~:._ . . .. 
r.ys from che sun, cspcci:illy ac sun-- ., ,-..-:',..Uf.0,grOtJf>l<such•as chc· Nacionaf<'·.:.·.;-~ •. 
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. 
[nvescigations Committee on Aerial 
Phcnomeiu (N[CAP) and the Aerial 
Phenomena. Research Orpniucion 
(APRO) immediately pushed foe 
rdase of the Robe.caon panel 
ccpott. 47 Under prcuurc, che Air 
Force approached CIA for permission 
co declassify a.nd rcleuc the report. 
Despite such pressure, Philip Suong, 
Depucy Alliswu Direaor of 0S1, 
rc:fuscd co dcda.ssify che report and 
declined co disclose CIA sponsorship 
of che pa.nd. & an alccmacivc, the 
Agency prepared a sanitized vcuion of 
the ccport which dclcccd any reference 
co CIA and a.voided mention of any 
psychologial wufuc poccnti:al in the 
UFO concrovcrsy. •• 

The demands, h9wever, for more gov­
ernment information about UFOs did 
noc I.cc up. On 8 Much 1958, Kcy­
hoe, in an interview with Mike 
Wallace of CBS, claimed deep CIA 
involvement with UFOs and Agency 
sporuorship of the Robe·ruon panel. 
This prompted a. series of lcccecs co 
the Agency from Kcyhoe and Dr. 
Leon Davidson, a. chcmial engineer 
a.nd UFOiogist. They demanded the 
release of the full Robcrcson panel 
report a.nd a>ntirmacion of CIA 
involvi:menc in the UFO issue. 
Davidson had convinced himself chac 
che Agency, not the Air Force, c.uried 
roon of che rcsponsibilicy for UFO 
analysis a.nd char •the activities of the 
US Government a.re responsible foe 
rhe flying saui:cr sighcings of chc la.sc 
decade.~ Indeed, because of che 
undisclosed U-2 and OXCART 
flights, O1vidson was closer co che 
tcuch chan he suspected. CI, neverche­
!~ hc:!d firm co ics policy of not 
revealing its role in UFO investiga­
tions and refused co declassify the full 
Robert.son panel report. 4, 

In a meeting wich Air Force reprcscnca­
civcs ro discuss how to handle fucurc 
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inquires such as Kqhoc's and Da.vid­
son 's, Agency officials confirmed their 
opposition co che d~ification of 
the full rcporc and worried we Key­
hoe had chc cu of formcc DCT V Adm. 
Roscoe Hillenkocctcr, who saved on 
the board of go·vcrnors ofNICAP. 
They debated whether to have CIA 
General Counsel Lawrence R. Hous­
ton show Hillenkocrccc chc rcporc as a 
possible: way to defuse the situation. 
CIA officer Fra.nk Chapin also hinced 
W( Davidson mighr have ulccrior 
motives, •some of chem perhaps noc 
i1I the best inccrcsc of chis counay, • 
and suggested bringing i.n the FBI co 
invcscigao:. '° Although the record is 
unclcu whether cite FBl ever insci• 

• tuted a.n invcscigacion of Davidson or 
Kcyhoc, or whether Howton ever saw 
Hillenkocccer abouc che Robcrcson 
rcporc. Hillenkoccccr did resign from 
the NICAP in 1962.'1 

The Agcnq wu also involved wich 
Davidson an.d Kcyhoc in two rather 
famous UFO c:aSd in the l 950s, 
which helped conuibute co a. growing 
sense of public discrusr of CIA with 
regard co UFOs. One fucused on 
whac was reponed ro have been a tape 

. rccoccl.ing of a radio signal from a fly-
ing saucer; the oth« on reported 
photographs of a flying saucer. The • 
"radio code" incident bcpn inno-

• cently enough in 1955, when two 
elderly sisters in Chicago, Mildred 
and Ma.rie Maier, rcporccd in chefour­
TUil of Space Flighr their experiences 
wich UFOs, induding the recording 

. of a cadio progcam in which an uni­
dentified code was ccported_ly hard. 
The sisters taped the program and 
ocher h:am radio operators also 
·claimed co ha~ heard che "space mes­
sage.,. OSI became interested and • 
as~ ·i:hc Scientific Contact Branch 
'td ~~~rn ~-c~py or the recording. l l 

Field officers from the Contact Divi­
sion (CD), one of whom was Dcwdc 
Wa!kcr, made concact with the: Maier 
sisccn, who were •thrilled thac cite 
govcramenr was inccrcsced,,. and sec • 
up a cime co mccr with chem. n In uy­
ing to secure the ape recording, the 
Agency officccs reported dm they b.ad 
scwnblcd upon a scene from Arunic 
4,u{ 01,/ Ltu. "The only thing lack­
ing wu the dderbcrry wil\e,,. Walker 
cabled Hcadqua.rccrs. Afccr rc:viewing 
che sisters' scrapbook of dippings 
from theic days on ~e sage, che offic­
ers sccwcd a copy of the rccocdiog. SI 

OSI analy=i the ca.pc and found it 
was nothing more than Morse code 
fr9m a US radio sca.cion. 

The maccec reseed chece until 
UFOlogisr Leon-Davidson caJked 
wich the Maiec sisters in 1957, The 
sistccs cemembered they had ca!kcd 
wich a Mr. Walker who said he was 
fu:>m the US Afr Force. Davidson 
then wrote co a Mc. Walker, bc1icving 
him co be a US Air force Incdligcncc 
Officer from Wright-Pa.tteaon, co ask 
if the cape had been a.nalyzed ac 
ATIC. Dcwclr.Walker replied ro 
Davidson that the cape had been for­
warded co proper·auchoricics for 
evaluation, and no infurriucion was • 
anil2ble eonccrni!'g the results. N9c 
satisfied, and suspecting thac Walker 
was· really a CIA officer, Davidson 
nextwroce DCI Allen Dulles dema.nd­
ing co learn whac the coded message 
rcvcafed and who Mr. Walker .was. 11 

The Af,ency, wancing ro keep 
Walker's identity as a CIA employee 
sccrec. replied thac another agency of 
rhe government had analyzed the cape 
in qucscion and chat Davidson would •· 
be hearing from the Air Force. 54 On 
5 August, the Air Force wroce David­
son Ja)cing tha.t Walker •was and is an 

---Ail'· Force Officer" and char the upe 
..::..~i.11~.;~yicd by another governmenc 

organ,ucion. • Th.e Air Fo.rcc lecccr 
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confirmed thac the recording con­
aincd only idcnrifiable Morse code 
which came from a known US­
licensed radio nacion.17 

Davidson wrote Dulles ag2in. This 
time he wi.ntcd to know the idencicy 
of the Mot'$C operator and of the 
agency we had conducccd the analy­
sis. CIA anc;l che Air Force ~re now 
in a qw.ndary. The Agcr.cy had pee-
• viously denied char it had :a.crually 
:uulyud the cape. The Nr Force lu.d 
also denied anal~ng the tape ai1d 
claimed char Walker wu an .Afr Force • 
officer. CIA officers, under cover, 
contacted Davidson in Chiago and 
promised co gee the code aanslacion 
,nd the idencifiarion of the tranSmic­
ccr, if possible. 1• 

In another :a.etcmpt co pacify David­
son, a CIA officer, apin under cover 
a.nd wearing his Alr Force uniform, -
concaaed Davidson in Nc:w Yock 
Cicy. The CIA officer explained chat 
there wu no niper :zgcncy involved 
and chat Ajr Fo.-ce policy was noc co 
disclose who was doing wha.c._ While 
seeming co accept chis argument. 
Da~on ncvc:rchdeu pressed for dis­
closure of the recording ma.sage and 
the source. The o fficcr agiccd to see 
wh.ac he could do.~ After checking 
with Headquarms, the CIA officcc­
phonccl Davidson co report chac a 
thorough check had bc:cn made and, 
because chc signal wuofknown US 
origin, the cape and the nOtC$ made 
ac the time had been destroyed co 
cons_CtVe file space.'° 

Incensed over what he perceived was 
a runaround, Davidson cold che CIA 
officer due "he and his agency, 
whidtcvcc ic wu, were accing like 
Jimmy Hoffa and chc T eamsrer 

"··: · 
.. 

'' Agency officials felt the 
need to keep informed on 
UFOs if only to alert the 

DCI to the more 
sensational UFO reports 

and flaps. 

'' Union in destroying records which 
mighc indict chem."'' Bdi~ing thac 
any more contact with David.son 
would only encourage more spcculi­
cion, che Contact Division w:ashed its 
hands of the wue by reporting to chc • 
DCI and co A TIC char ic would noc 
respond co or uy co concacr David.son 
again. a Thus, a. minor, rather 
biz.me incident. handled poorly by 
both C[A and the Ail Focce, tu.med 
into :i. 1t12jor flap chac added fud co 
the growing myscery s,mounding 
UFOs and CIA's role in their 
invcscigwon. 

Anoch.er minor fµp a few monchs 
la.cer added to the growing qu.cscio ns 
s1ucounding che Agency's true role 
with reg-a.rd co flying s:auCCt$. CIA's 
concern over secrecy again made mat• 
cers worse. In 1958, Major Kcyhoc 
chugcd dm the Af,ency was dclibcc­
ucly asking eyewitnesses of UFOs 
noc co nuke cbcir sightings public. ~J 

The incident sccmmcd from a 
November 1957 request from OSI co 
che CO co obtain ti-om IWph C. 
Mayher, :i phocognpher for K\'W­
lV in Clcvd:a.nd, Ohio, ccm.in pho­
cographs he cook in 19 52 of an 
unidentified flying object. Hmy 
Real, :i CD .officer, concacccd Mav­
her :ind obcained copies of the • 
·phocographs for analysis. On 12 
Dccc:mber 1957, John Hazen, 
:i.nothec CD officer, returned chc five 
phocognplu of the alleged UFO co 
Mayher w ichouc <;0mmc:nt. Mayher 
uk~d _!:{ucn for the ~cncy's cvalua-

. .• ·-··: 1'4",: ... 

UFOs 

cion of che phocos, explaining chat he 
was uying co orgmiie a TV program 
to brief the public.on UFOs. He 
wanrcd to mention on the show char 
a US intelligc:ncc ocgan~cion had 
viewed the pbocogaphs and choughc 
them ofincercsc. Aid;lough he 
advised Mayher not co take chis 
approach, Hazen seated chat Mayher 
wu a US citizen and would have co 
nuke his own decision as co wh:i.c co 
do." 

Kqhoe later conca.c:ted Mayher, who 
-told him his scocy of CIA and the 
photographs. Kcyh.oe then asked the 
Af,cncy tO confirm Hucn's employ­
ment in writing, in an effort co 
expose CIA's role in UFO invcsciga· 
cions. The Af,ency refused, despite 

• the &.cc char CD field rcprescncatives 
were normally overt and carried crc­
dciiri:a.ls identifying their Agency 
a.s:seciation. DCC Dulles's aide, John 
S. Euman, merely sent Kcyhoe -£ 
noncommicul lcticr noting due, 
beause UFOs were of primuy con­
cern to che Depa.runeot of the Air 
Force, chc Agency b:i.d referred b.is 
leccer co che Air Force for an appro­
prl2te n:sponse. Like the response co 
Davidson, the Af,ency reply co Key­
hoc only fudc:d enc speculation thac 
che Agency was deeply involved in 
UFO sightings. Pccssu.re for release 
of CIA information on UFOs conrio­
uc:d co grow.0 

Although CIA had a declining ino:c­
csc in UFO cases, ic concinu.cd co 
moi:iicor UFO sightings. Af,cncy offi­
cials fclc the need co keep informed 
on UFOs if only co alert the DC[ co 
the" more $CR$aciona.l UFO rc:poru 
and flaps. 66 

• .-. <v. . : -~- . ,. .. 
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The 1960s: Dec:.li.n.iag CIA. Involve­
ment a.ad Mounting Co.attovcny 

In the early 1960s, I<eylioe, David­
son, and other UFOlogisa 
nuinwncd their ass.a.ult on chc 
Agency for rdcase of UFO informa-, 
cion. Davidson now claimed thac 
CIA •wu .solely rc:iponsible for <:reat­
ing the Flying Saucer furor as a cool 
for c:old war psychological warfare 
since 1951. • Dapice calls for Con­
gressional hearings and chc: rdcue of 
ill nucerW.s rc:b.ting co UFOs, lictlc 
changcd.0 

In 1964, however, following high­
lc:vd White Hou.sc ducussions on 
what to do if an alien intelligence w:i.s 

ducovucd in seacc: llJld a new out­
break of UFO rc:poru llJld sightings. 
DC[ Joh.n McCone: asked for an 
updaccd CIA evaluation of UFOs. 
Responding co. Mc:Conc:'s rcqu.ac, 
OS{ asked the CD to obtain various 
rccc:nt samples and rcporu of UFO 
sightings from N[CAP. With Kcy­
hoc, one of che fuundc:rs, no longer 
active: in the organiu.cion, CIA offic­
ers met with .Richard H. Hall, che 
acting dircccor. Hall gave the officers 
nmp(C$ from che N[CAP database on 
the most rceent sigh rings." • 

Afr.er OS{ officers had rc:vicwd. che 
material, Donald F. Chamberlain, 
OS[ Assisrant Director, ~urcd 
McCone that little: hid changed since 
the early 1950s. There wu still no evi­
dence chat UFOs wen: a threat co· the 
m:urity of the United States cfr that 
they were of"forcign origin." Ch2m­
berl:i.in cold McCone lhac osr still 
monitored UFO repom, including 
the: official Air Force investigation, 
Project BLUE BOOK." 

Ac chc same time rim CIA was con­
:·du~g chis lmsc intern2l review of 
. :_uF.Qi_,,public pressure: forced the Air 

Force co establish a special ad hoc 
committee co review BLUE BOOK. 
Ch:a.ired by Dr. Brian O'Brien, a 
member of the Air"f'.orcc Scientific 
Advisory Boud, the pand included 
url Sigan, the famous istronomer 
from Cornell University, [i:s report 
offcced nothing new. Ct declared chat 
UFOs did not threaten chc national 
security and that it could fuid "no 
UFO case which represented ccchno­
logical oc Kiencific advances ouaide 
of a rercc:sti:w framework." The com­
mittee: did recommend thac UFOs be 
srudicd incc.nsivcly, wich a leading uni­
vemty acting as a coordinacor foe the 
pcojccc, to settle the issue: 
condusivcly.7° 

The House Armed Services Commit­
cc:c also held brief hearings on UFOs 
in 1966 chat produced similar rcsulcs. 
Sccre_raty of the: Air Force Harold 
Brown :tSSurcd the: committee chat 
mosc sighrin~ were easily explained 
2nd chat there W:tS no evidence chat 
w strangers from outer space:~ had been . 
vu icing Earth. He told the commicccc 
members, however, thac the Air Force 
would keep an open mind·and con- • 
cinuc: co invc.scig:ue all UFO rcporu. 71 

Following the report ofirs O'Brien • 
Commiccec, me House hearings on 
UFOs, and Dr. Robcruon's disclosure 
on a CBS R~ports prognm th~c CIA 
indcc:d had been involved in UFO 
a!lalysis, the Air Force in July 1966 
again approached the Agtncy for 
declassifiarion of the enci re Robert­
son panel report of 1953 and the full 
Ouranc rcporc on the Roberuon panel 
dclibcr:i.rions and findings. The 
Agency agtin refu.scd ro budge. Karl 
H. Weber, Ocpucy Direcroc of OSI, 
wrote rhc Air Force thac "We .re 
most anxious thac further publicity 
noc be given co the informarion thac 
the panel was sponson:d by rhc CIA .. ~ . 
Weber noted chic there was already a . 

saniciud version available co the 
public.72 Weber's response was rather 
shocuightcd and ill considered. Ic 
only drew more anencion to the: 13-
year-<>!d Robertson pmd rcPon: and 
CIA's role in che invatigacion of 
UFOs. The science editor of The Sa­
ur'47 &vw drew nationwide 
attention to rhe CIA's role in investi­
gating_ UFOs when he published an 
article criticizing chc: "sanitized ver­
sion• ofche 1953 Robc:ruon panel 
rcPort uid called for release of the 
entire docwncnc. 7J 

Unknown co CIA officials, Or. Junes 
E. McDonald, a noccd acmosphc:ric 
physicisr from the University of Ari­
wna, had already seen the Duranc 
repo~ on the l\oberuon puid pro­
cccdin~ ac Wright-Patterson on 6 
June 1966- When McDonald 
rcrurned co Wrighc-Parcerson on 30 
June co copy the report, however, the 
Air Force refused co Ice him see ic 
again, sating that it was i C-IA classi• 
fled document. Emerging is a UFO 

. aurhority, McDonald publicly 
daimcd ch.at the: CCA was behind chc 
Air Forc-e secr«y pouc:ics and 
coverup. He demuidc:d the rclea.sc of 
chc full Robercson panel report and 
the Durant rcporc.7◄ 

Bowing co public pressure: and the rec­
ommendation of ics own O'Brien 
Commicccc, the Air Force announced 
in Augu.sc 1966 chu it was seeking a 
conrnct with a leading university to 
unqer0.ke a program of intensive 
investigations of UFO sightings. The 
new progr:a.m W2S designed to blunc 
continuing charges thu chc: US Gov­
ernment had conc:calcd wh~t ir kne:,v 
abouc UFOs. On 7 Occobcr, the Uni­
versity of Colorado accepted 2 

S325,000 contr:ict with che Air Force 
for an 18-month study of flying_~-:u· 
ccrs. Dr. Edward U. Condon, a : : .. ·:.-:·. 
physicis~·:it Colorado and a former •• ,,_; 
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Diccaor of the National Bureau of • 
Scanduds, agreed. co head the pro­
gnm. Pronouncing himself an 
"agnostic" on che subject of UFOs, 
Condon observed we he had. an 
open mind on chc question and 
thought WC possible cxcrucmcorw 
origins were "improbabk buc nae 
impossiblc."71 Brig. Gen. Edwud 
Giller, USAF, and Dr. Thomas 
Racchfocd from the AM Force • 
Research and. Developrncnc Office 
became chc N.c Force coordinacou 
for che project. 

I.n February 1967, Giller concaaed 
Arthur C. Lundahl, Dircaor of 
CIA's National Photographic Inter­
preucion Cenccr (NPJC), and 
proposed an infomul liaison through 
which NPIC could provide che Con­
don _Committee with technical 
advice and services in examining pho­
tographs of alleged UFOs. Lundahl 
and DOI R. Jack Smich approved 
the ur.angcmcnc as a. way of"pracrv­
ing a window• on the new effort. 
Thcywa.nced che CIA.and NPIC co 
maintain a low profile, however, and 
co cake ·no ·pare in writing any conclu­
sions foe the committee. No -work 
done fur the committee by NPIC 
WU co be formally acknowledged. 1, 

Ratchford next ccqucsccd thac Con­
don and his committee be allowed to 
vi.sic NPIC co discuss che technical 
aspects of che problem and co vic:w 
the special ectuipment NPtC had fur 
photoanalysis. On 20 February 1967, 
Condon and four members of his 
commicu:c visited NP[C. Lundahl 
emplwizcd co che group wt any 
NP!C work co :wise rhe commitccc 
muse nae be identified as ClA work. 
Moreover, work performed by NPIC 
would be Stcicdy of a ccchnial 

'' Additional sightings in the 
cai;ly 1970s also fuded 
beliefs that the CIA was 

somehow involved in a vast 
conspiracy. 

'' ment noc available dscwhcre chat ClA 
ha!i used in ia analysis of some UFO 
phocography furnished by Ra.cchfocd. 
Condon and his committee were 
imP,ccsscd. 71 

Condon and chc same group met 
again in May 1967 at NP[C to h~r 
an an:i!ysis of UFO photographs 
taken at Zanesville, Ohio. The amly­
sis debunked chat sighting. The 
committee was again impressed with 
the cechnical work performed, at1d 
Condon remarked chat for the 6m 
time .i. s.cicncifie aml11is of a UFO 

_would stand up co invC$cigadon. ·, 
The group a!so disCUS$cd the com• 
mittcc's plans co call on US citizens 
for additional phocognphs_and co 
i.ssuc guidelines for ca.king useful 
UFO photographs. In addition, ClA 
officials agreed we the Condon 
Committee co11ld release che full 
Durant report with only minor 
deletions: 

[n April 1969, Condon a~d his com• 
micccc rdcasd their report on 

UFOs 

in UFO invescigacioru is wunnced 
by data of the past two decades.• re 
concluded iu rcvic:w by declaring, 
"On chc basis of present knowledge, 
the least likely explanation of UFOs 
is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial 
visicacions by incdligcnt beings.• 
Following the recommendations of 
the Condon Committee and the 
Na.clonal Academy of Sciences, the 
Secccary of the /,Jr Force, Robert C. 
Scamar\$, Jc., announced on 17 
December 1969 the tcrminacion of 
BLUE BOOK.10 

The 1970s a.ad 1980s: The UFO 
Is.sue Refuses T~ Die 

The Condon report did not s:a.tisfy 
many UFOiogists, who considered ic 
a coverup for CIA aaivitic:s in UFO 
rc:sc:acch. Addicional sightings in che 

• culy 19705 fuded bdie6 clue the 
ClA w:s somehow involved in a vuc 
conspiracy. On 7 June 1975, Will­
iun Spaulding, head of a small UFO 
group, Gcou~d Saucer Watch 
(GSW), wrote co CIA requesting a 
copy of the Robenson panel c~poct 
and all records relating co UFOs. •1 

• 

S~ulding was convinced chat the 
Agency wu withholding major files 

• on UFOs. Agency officials provided 
Spaulding wich a copy of chc Robert­
son panel report and. of the Durant 
rcporc.11 UFOs. The report conduded chat 

little, if anything. had come fcom che 
scudy of UFOs in the past 21 years On L4 July 1975, Spaulding agail\ 
and chac further c:xmuivc scudy of wrocc the Agency questioning the 
UFO sightings was unwarranted. tc auchenticicy of tbe.repoca he had 
also recommended that chc Air Force • received and alleging a ClA covcrup 
.special unic, Project BLUE BOOK, ofia UFO aaivitics. Gene Wtl.son, 
be cfuconrinucd. ft did not mention ClA's lnfurmici.on and Privacy 
ClA participation in the Condon Coordinacor, replied in an acccmpc 
committee's in.vestigacion.71 A spc• co ncisfy Sp .. ulcilng, •Ac no, time 
cia.1 panel established by the National ptior to the formation of the R.oberr-
Acadcmy of Scicnca reviewed the . SOA- Panel and subsequent to the nacurc. Afr:cr receiving these guide: 

lines, the group heard a series of 
briefings on the services and equip-

Condon report and concurred with • • · • . issuance of the panel's report has CIA 
.,.~·_ .- its CE.ci9~!91:.~ "no high priocicy- ;_: .-.,__~r~ ged in the study of the UFO phc-
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nomcn2 .. • The Robcroon pand ~ 
report, according to Wilson! was we.he 
summation of Agency interest and 
involvement in UFOs." Wu.son also 
inferred that there were: no addition~ 
documents in CIA', poss=ion thu 
rc:lated co UFOs. Wu.son was ill 
infocmed. lJ 

!n September 19n, Spaulding and 
GSW, unconvi.ncccl by Wilson's 
response, filed a Freedom of lnfurma­
cion Act (FOIA) la~uic ~iut che 
Agency chat specifically requcstc4 all 
UFO do~menu in CIA's poSSC$Sion. 
Deluged by similu FOIA requests for 
Af;c:ncy inforrnuion on UFOs, CIA 
officials agreed, aftc:r much lega.l 
maneuvering. to con.duc:t a •reason­
able: search" of CIA files foe UFO 
materials.14 Despite an Agency-wide 
wuympathecic actirude cowud the: 
suit, Af,cncy officials, led by Launic 
·ZicbeU from the: Office of General 
Counsel, conducccd a thorough 
searth for _~ords pcm.ining to 
UFOs. Persistent, demanding, and 
even threatening ac times, Ziebell and 
his group scoured che Agency. They 
even cumed up an old UFO file: 
under a secrerary'.s desk. The search 

• finally produced 355 documc:na coc.al­
ing appcoximacely 900 pages. On .14 
December 1978, the Agency rdeased 
all but 57 documenu of about 100 
pages to GSW. le withheld these 57 
_documc:ncs on national security 
gcounds a.nd to pcocc:cc sources and 
methods.as 

Although the: rdeased documencs pro­
duc:c:d no smoking gun and revealed 
only a low-lcvd Agency interest in the 
'UFO phenomena after the Robercson 
panel report of 1953, the press traced 
the rele:ue in a sensa.donal manner. 
The Nnu York Times, fur example:, 

. claimed. t!m chc: declassified docu-
,...,,·,,:.me!)u ·c':onfirmcd in.tensive 
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government concern over UFOs and 
char the Agency was 5<:crc:dy involved 
• in the surveillance of UFOs.16 GSW 
then sued for the release of the: with­
held documcncs, claiming chat the 
Agency w:is still holding our key 
informacion. 17 le w:as much like the 
Jolin F. Kennedy wassirui.cio.n.issuc. 
No marcer how much material the: 
Af;c:ncy released and no mare« how 
dull and prosaic the: information, peo­
ple continued co bdic:ve in a Agency 
coverup and conspiracy. 

DCI Stansfldd Turner \Va$ so upm 
when he read The New York Tima 
article: that he asked his senior offic• 
e~, •kc we in UFOs?• Afcc:r 
reviewing the records, Don Worunan, 
Depucy Dirc:c:tor for Admininmion, 
reported co Turner char there wu '"no 
organized Agenc:y effort co do r=ch 
in connection with UFO phenomena 
nor hs thcre been an o~niicd effort 
to colkct incc:lligcncc: on UFOs since 
the: 1950s. ~ Wortman assured T umcr 
chac the: Agency records held only • 
"sporadic in.sanc:c:s of cocrespondc:ncc 
ckaling with the: subjcct,W including 
various kinds of reporu of UFO sight• 
ings. There was no Agency program 
co collect actively information on 
UFOs, and the material rdc:ased co 
GSW had few deletions. 11 Thus 
a.ssurc:d, Turner had che General . 
Counsel press for a summary judg­
ment aglinsc c~e new la.~uic by 
GSW. In May 1980, the coura dis­
mi~c:d inc: lawsuit, finding 1h:u the: 
Agency had conducted a. thorough 
and adequate sorch in good faith." 

During the lace 1970s and 1980s, 1hc: 
Agency continued ics low-key intcresc 
in UFOs and tJFO sightings. While 
most sc:icndscs now dismissed Aying 

-nucers rcporc:s as a. quaint put of che 
·_ •.. l 9:50s and l 960s, some in che 

: ''.\j<:ncy and in chc: Intelligence Com-

munity shifted their interest co 
scudying parapsychology and psychic 
phenomena a.ssociatcd with UFO 
sighcings. CIA officials also looked ac 
chc: UFO problem to dececminc: wh:i.r 
UFO sightings might cell chem about 
Soviet progress in roclcc:c:s and 
missiles and reviewed ics counterintel­
ligence aspc:cu. Agency analystS from 
che Life Science Division ofOSl md 
OSWR officially devoted a mull 
amount of their time co issues relat­
ing co UFOs. These included 
countcrincdligencc concerns that the 
Sovica uici the KGB were using US 
cicizcns uid UFO groups to obain 
information on sensitive: US weapons 
devc:lopni.ent prognms (such as the 
Stealth aircraft), the vulnc:ra.bilicy of 
the: US a.ic-dc:fcnsc network to pcnc­
cmion by foreign missiles mimicking 
UFOs, and evidence of Soviet • 
advanced ccchnology usociarc:d with 
UFO sightings. 

CIA also maintaim;d· lntcl!igenc:e 
Community c:oordina.cion with ocher 
agencies ttgarding their work in para­
psychology, psychic phen.omena, and 
"rcmoce viewing~ expcdmc:ncs. In 
general, the: Agency took a consecva- • 
tive scientific view of these 
unconvcncional scientific: issues. 
There wu no formal or official UFO 
project within chc: Agency in the 
1980s, and ~ncy officials purposdy 
kc:pc files on UFOs co a minimum to . 
avoid creating records chat migbt mis• 
lead the public if released. 90 

The: 1980s ·also produc:cd renewed 
c:ha.rga that the Agency was still wirh­
holding documc:na ~lacing co chc: ,. 
l947 Roswell incident, in which a 

· flying s:i.ucer supposedly en.shed in 
New Mexico, and the surfacing of doc­
uments which purportedly revealed 
the existence of a cop secret US . 
research and dc:vc:lopmcnc incc:lligc!nci": • ,.:·-1-·-
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opcr.a.tion responsible only co che 
Praidenc on UFOs in the lace 1940s 
and early 1950s. UFOlogiscs had 
long ugued tha.c, following a flying 
UU(C[ crash in New Mcuco in 1947, 
the government noc only recovered 
dcbris·from che cruhed saucer but 
also four oc five ali~ bodies. Accoc&­
ing co some UFOlogisa, chc: 
government clunped eight security 
around the project and has re.fused co 
divu!ge ia invc:scigacion resulcs and 
rc:sc:uch ever since." In Scptc:mbec 
1994, the US Afr Forcc released a 
new tepoct on the Roswd1 incident • 
chat concluded chat the debris found 
in New Mcuco in 1947 probably 
came: from a once cop secret ln!loon • 
operation, Projca MOGUL. 
designed co mortlcor ~e atmosphere 
for evidence ofSoviec nuclear ttStS. 91 

Cira 1984, a series of documents 
surfaced which some UFOiogists nid 
proved that Pccsid.cnc Trum:a.n ere~ 
aced a t'Dp secret committee in 1947, 
Majcscic-12, co secure the recovery of • 
UFO wredagc from Roswdl and 
any other UFO crash sight fur scien­
tific scudy and co 0WT1ine any alien 
bodies recovered from such sica. 
Mose if nor all of chcsc documents 
~vc proved ;o be f:a.b~icacions. Y cc 

• the con rrovcrsy pcrs ists." 

Lila: the JFK :usa.uinacion conspiracy 
thcocics, the UFO issue probably 
will nor go away soon, no muter 
wh1c the Agci:icy docs or says. The 
belief chat we arc noc alone in che 
universe is coo emotionally appealing 
and the distrust of our govcmmcnc is . 
coo pervasive to make the issue amc• 
ruble co cradicional scicnrific; st1.1dics 

. _of r~~ion:al cxplanacion and evidence. 

. . • 

'' Like the JFK assassination 
conspiracy theories, the 

UFO issue probably will 
not go away soon, no 

matter what the Agency 
does or says. .,, 

NOTES 

1. Sec chc l 973 Gallup Poll rc:sulcs 
prina:d in T'k Nnu York Timn, 29 
November tn3, p. 4S and Philip J. 
l<hss. UFOJ: Tiu l'u6li, D«riwJ 
(New Yorlc: PcomcchcLil Books, 
1983), p. 3. 

2. Sec Klass, UFO,, p. 3; James S. Cor­
don, "The UFO Expci:cna:," Atlantic 
Mon"1IJ (August 19? l), pp. 82-92; 
David Michad Jacobs, T1u UFO Con• 
trOIJmJ in Amcriu {Bloomington: • 
Cndwa Univcaity Press, 1975); 
Howud Blum, Out Thm: The Gou­
mimmti S«rn Quot for 
ExtracrrtstriJs (New York: Simoa 
and Sch=cr, l990); Timodty Good, 
A6ouc T,p Sttrrt: T1u Wor/Jwulc 
UFO Corm--Up (New Yorlc William 
Morrow, 1987): and Whidcy Stricbcr, 
Cornmr,tuil,.,. Tlu T rw Story (New 
Yock: Morrow, 1987). 

3. ln Scpccmbct 1993 John l'cccrson. an 
acqimnwic:c ofWoolscy's, firsc 
approached the DCI with a paclu_gc 
ofhavily saniracd CCA material on 
UFOs rdascd to UFOloguc Sancon. 
T. Friedman. Pcccaon and Friedman 
wU1ced to lcnow the reasons foe rhc 
cc<UctioN. Woolsey agreed to loolc 
into the m:urcr. Sec .Rkhard J. War• 
shaw, Exccurlvc Assiscanr, nore 10 

author, 1 NoVffl\bcr 1994; Wanhaw, 
note co John H. Wright, lnformacion 
and Privacy Coordinator, 3 l JanLUry 
1994; ~d Wright. memorandum co 
Executive Scccccuiac, 2 March 1994. 
(Except where no~. ~I dmions co 
CCA records in this utidc ace to chc 
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4. Sc:c Hector Quinanillt. Jr., "The 
Investigation ofUF9s." Vol. 10, No. 
4, Studia in lnulJir.mcc (f.zll l966): 
pp.95-110 ai1d CIA, unsigned mcmo­
i..ndu.m. "Flying Saueen." 14 Augwc 
1952. S« also Good, Abo°' Top 
S«rtt, p. 253. Dwing Wodd War II, 
US pilocs reported "foo fighcca" 
(bright lights uailing US aircraft). 
fearing chcy might be JapaAesc or 
Gamm secrcc weapons, 05S invc:sci­
gaccd but cculd find no conaccc 
evidence: of enemy wc::apons a.nd ofccn 
filed nidt reports in the "cradcpoc• 
caccgorr. The OSS also investigated 
~iblc sightings ofGcrmM V-1 and 
V-2 roclcca bcfon: their opctaciona.1 
we during die war. Sec: Jacobs, UFO 
c,,,.tnwnf, p. 33. The Ccncn! lnccl­
ligcncc Group, the pccdcccssor of the 
CIA. also monitored ccporu of"ghost 
rockcu" in Sweden in 1946. See 
C[G. [ntdligcncc: Report, 9 April 
1947. 

5. Jacobs. Tk UFO Conm,PmJ, p. 156 
:and Quinanilla, -rhc: [nvcscipcion 
ofUFOs," p. 97. • • 

6. Sec US Afr Force, Ai.r M.ircrw Com­
mand, "Unidcnaficd hrial Objcca: 
Projccc SIGN, no. F•TR 2274, CA. 
Fcb~cy 1949, Records oftltc US Ai.r 
Force Commands, Aetivitia wd 
·O~ni:aciolU, Record Group 341, 
Nation;al Atchivcs, Washington, DC. 

7. Sec US Ai.c Force, Proj(as GRUDGE 
,uu/ BLUEBOOK &poru J. 12 (Wash­
ington, DC; Narional lnvcstiprions 
Commiua on Aerial Phenomena, 
1968) and Jacobs, 71K UFO Conn-o­
"'""l• pp. 50-54. 

8. See Cabell, memorandum co Com­
man4ing Gene~ M2jor Air 
Comma.nds, 'Reporting oflnforma.• 
rion on Unconvcncional Aircraft,• 8 
September 1950 and J icobs, Th, 
UFO Conrr.WT'IJ, p. GS. 

record! collected for the 1994 Agcnc:y- 9. Sec Ai.r Fo=, Projtat GRUDGE ~nJ -···. 
wide ICtl'Ch chac uc hdd by the Exccu- BLUE BOOK and J:acobs. T1u UFO • • • 
tivc Assimnc co the DC!). · ,- .. ,t.t.~_, ... •'-'W.CI'~, p. QT. ... • · : ·:>:-_;: :.\, . 
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10. (S) See·Ed.wud Tauss, mcmorand~ 
for Deputy As.sisanc Direaor, Sf, 
"Flying Saucers,• 1 August 1952. Sec 
also Unircd Kingdom, Report by die 
"Flying Saucer" Working Pa.n:y, "Uni­
denciticci Flying Objcca, • no dace 
(.apptoximacdy 1950). 

11. S« Dr. Scone, OS!, memorandum to 
Dr. Willard Machle, OSI, 15 Mud\ 
1949 and Ralph L Clack, Aaing 
Aisisanc Director, OSI, memoi=­
dum for 00[, "R.r.ccnc Sightings of 
Unexplained Objcru." 29 July 1952. 

12. S10nc, memorandum co Machle. Sec 
also Oark, memorandum fut DOt. 
29 July 1952. 

13. Sec 1<1as.s. UFOr, 4'·. lS. Foe a brief 
review of the Washington sighringi sc:c 
Good, Abo11, Top Stem, pp. 269-27 l. 

14. Sec: Ralph L Ouk, Acting As.simnc . 
Director, OSI, mcmon.ndum co DD( 
Robert Amory, Jr., 29 July 1952. 
OSI uid OCI were in chc Dircaorzcc 

• ofincdligcncc:. Emb[ished in 1948, 
OSI sccYCd u the CIA's fool point 
fur the ~ysis of foreign scientific 
tnd ~ologial devdopmena. In 
1980, OSI was merged inro die Offio: 
of Science and Weapons R.c=rch. 
The Office of Current fnrdligci'IC¢ 
(OCI), escablishc:d on 15 January 
195 I was co provide all-so= current 
.intclligen~ co the President .and the 
N:1.cional Security Council. 

15 .. Tauss. mcmoruidum foe Deputy 
As.sist:tnt Dircccor, Sf (Philip Strong), 
I August 1952. 

16. On 2 January 1952, DCI Waker 
Beddl Smidt c~<cd a Deputy Direc­
coracc for Incdligl:ncc (DOI) comp0$d 
of rue oven CIA orpniutions-OSI. 
OCJ, Office of Collection and Disscmi­
nacion. Office National ~ti~aca, 
Office of Research and Rcporcs, and 
the Office of lncclligcncc Cooed.ill'-• 
tion-to produce intelligence analysis 
for US policymakers. 

l3. Smith cxpre$$ed his opinions ar a 
meeting in the DCI Confcrcncc 

• Room attended by his top officen. 
Sec Deputy Chief, Rquiremcna 
Scaff; fl, memorandum foe Deputy 
Director, Plans, "Flying Saucers; 20 
August 19S2. Direccoracc ofOpcra­
tions Records, Cnf'ormation 
M2tiagcmcnt Sca1T, Job 8G-00538R, 
Box I. (S) 

19. Sec CIA memoral'ldum, unsigned, 
"flying Saucers,• 11 August 1952. 

20. Sec CIA. mcmoruidwn, unsigned, 
"Aying Saucers," 14 August 1952. 

. 21. Sec CIA. mcmorandwn, unsigned, 
- "flyingSauccn," 19 Augutt 1952. 

22. Sec Qudwdl, memorandum for 
Smidt, 17 September 1952 and 24 
September 1952. "Flying Sau«rs. • 
See also Chadwdl, memorandum for 
DCI Smith, 2 Occober 1952 and 
!<lass, UFOs, pp. 23-2G. 

23. Cludwdl, mcmoraidum fur DCl 
with amchmentf, 2 December 19'52. 
Sec also I<lus, UFOs, pp. 26-27 and 
Chadwdl, memoruidum, 2~ Novem· 
b« 1952. 

24. See Chadwdl, memorandum, 25 
November 1952 and Chadwell, mcm­
oruidum, • Approval in Principle• 
External Rcscuc:h Projca Concerned 
wich Unidentified flying Objcro, • no 
dace. Sec also Philip G. Scn:,ng. OS[. 
memorandum for che record, • Mcec­
ins with Dr. Julius A. Stratton, 
Executive Vic:c President and Provost, 
MIT and Or. Max Milli.bn, Oircaor 
of CENIS. • Strong believed that in 
order to undertake such a review they 
would need che full backing and mp• 
port of DCl Smidt. 

26. The !AC wu crcced in 1947 co serve 
as a coordinating body in csablishing 
intdligenc:e rcquircmcna. Cbircd by 
the DCI, the IAC indudcd represcna.­
civcs fiorn die Dcpattmcnr of Seate, 
che Army, the Air Force. che Joinc 
Chic& ofSaff; che FBI, and cheAEC. 

27. Sec Klass, UFOs, p. 27. 

28. Sec Rich.ud D. Drari, Arcing Scccc­
ary. IAC. "Minucc:s ofM«ting hdd 
in Oircccor's Confu:cnc:c Room, 
Administration Building. CIA,• 4 
Dcc:em!- 1952. 

29. (S) Sec 01.adwdl, mcmoruidum for 
the n:-cocd, "Bricish Aaivic:y in the 
Fidel ofUFOs; 18 Occcmbet 1952. 

30. Sec Chad.wdl, memorandum fur 
.OCI, "Consulcana for Mvuoiy Pa.nd 
on Unidentified Flying Objcca, • 9 
Ja.nuuy 1953; Curds Peebles, W..rreb 
dt,Slria! A Chrgnkk oft!,, Fl1ing s ... ,._ 
«r Myth (Washingcoa, DC: 
Smiduonian Institution Press, 1994). 
pp. 7HO: and Jacobs. Th, (£FO Cm­
troll<TJJ, pp. 91-92. 

3 l. Sec Fred C. Durant Ul, RA:port on the 
Roberuon Panel Meeting. Januuy 
l953. Duranc. on conmct with OS[ 
and a past president of the American 
Rocket Sociccy, attended the Robcct• 
ron pand meetings :i.nd wrote a 
summary of the proceedings. 

32. Sc,: Rcpoct of rite Scientific Pane! on 
Unidentified Flying Objcca (the Rob­
c:ruon Report), 17 Jam.wy_ 1953 and 
the Durant report on the panel 
discussions. 

33 .. Sec Robcrcson Report and Our:i.nc 
Report. Sec: :&lso Good, Abow Top 
Sccn:r, pp. 337-36, Jacobs, The UFO 
C4nrror,my, p. 95, and Klass, UFO r, 
pp. 28-29. •· 25. Sec Chadwdl, memorandum for 

DC!.• Unidentified Flying Objccu." 
2 December l952. Sec also Oud- 34. Sec Reber, memorandum co fAC, 18 
well, mcmoruidum for Nrtory, DD[~-- . .. Febru:ry 19,3. • 
"Appn:,~ in (lcinciple. External . • . . . 

17. Sec Minutes of Branch Chiefs M«t• • • Rcscuch Project Concerned with Unl•:· .. }5. Sec Chadwell, memorandum tor 
ing, 11 August 1952. ·"' • • dcfiiified·Ffytn-g Objtcts," no dare. 0 • .-.· DOI, "Unidentified Flying Objects," 
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10 FcbNa.cy l9S3; Chadwdl, lum co 
Roberaon, 28 Januacy 1953; and 
Reber, memorandum for !AC, "Uni­
dencific& Flying Objeas,• 18 
Fcbniuy 1953. On briefing the 
ONE, sec Dunne. mcmorandwn for 
che =rd, "Bciding of ONE Board 
011 Unidcncificd Flying Objca:s,• 30 
Jan~ry t953 and CIA Summary d.is­
scminued co che field, "UnidcnciJicd· 
Flying Objc-ca." 6 Fcbnwy 1953. 

36. Sec Chadwell. lencr co Julius A. Scm­
ron, Provost MIT, 27 Januuy 1953. 

37. Sec Otadwdl, memorandum for 
Chief. Physia and Elearonia Oivi-. 
sion/OSI {roclos M. Odircnko),' 
"Unidc-ncific& Flying Objc-cu." 27 
~y 1953. 

38. See Odarcnko, memorandum co 
Ch.dwell. "Unidentified Flying 
Obj«a," 3 July 1953, Sec also 
Odarenko, memorandum co Chad­
w.:11, "Cuncnc Scams of Unidcnrificd 
Flyins Objccu (UFOB) Projca: 17 
Dc~mbcr 1953. • 

39. Sec Oducnko, memorandum, "Uni­
dcncified flying Objcas," 8 August 
1955. 

40. Sec FBIS, reporc. "Miliary U!'convcn­
cional Aircnfc." 18 August 1953 and 
variow rcpora. "Milic;uy•Air, Uncon• 
vcnrionil Aire~~; 1953, 19H, 1955. 

41. Developed ~y 1hc Carwiian aflil~cc 
of Briain's A. V. Roe, led., Projccc Y 
did produce a small-sale mocld chat 
hovered a. ~ ~t off che ground. S<e 
Oducnko, memorandum co Chad­
well, "Aying Saua:r Type of Pla.ncs" 
25 May 1954; Frederic C. E. Oder, 
mcmonndum co OdJcenko, "USAF 
rrojcct Y," 21 ~y 1954; and 
Odarenko, T. M. Nordbcck, Opl/S1, 
a.nd Sidney Gnybnl, ASD/SI, memo­
randum forihe record, "lnrclligcncc 
Responsibilities for Non-Convcn• 
ril)nal Types of Air Vehicles." 14 June 
1954. 

B.b," 13 October 1955; Scovi.l.le, 
memorandum for the cec:ord, "loccr• 
view wich Scnacor Richard B. Russell.• 
270aober 195S;and \Villon E. 
Lcxow, mtmorandum for infomwion, 
"R.cportcd Sigbciog of Unconvcncional 
Aircmc." 19 October 1955. 

43. Sec Laow, memorandum foe inform.a­
cion, "Reported Sightinj of 
Unco11vencional Aircafr." 19 Oaobcr 
l95S. Sec also .frank C. Bolscc, man• 
oraJ1dum for George C. Miller, 
DcpucyChic:f, SAD/St, "Possible 
Soviet .ftyfog Sa.uccrs, Check On;" 
Lcxow, mcmonndum, "Possible 
Soviet .flying Saucers, Follow Up 
On: 17 December 1954; Lcxow, 
mcmora.ndwn, "Possible Soviet Aying 
Saucers,• 1 Dcc.cmber'l 954: and A. 
H. Sullivan, Jr., memorandum, "Passi• 
blc Soviet Flying Saua:a, • 24 
November 1954. 

#. S« Gregory W. Pedlow a.nd Donald 
E. Wdz.cnb:a.ch, ~ Cmmd fwuUi­
q,u, Ainu:y a,u/. 0""'1,,u/ 
RdowMisu~r. TM U-2 11,u/. 
OXCART Profr11.m1, 195.(./97.f 
(Wuhingcon. DC: CIA Hiscocy Scalf, 
1992). Pl'· 72-73. 

45. Sec Pedlow and Wdunlnch, O~tr· 
h-1 hconltlWWICt, pp. 72-73. This 
al.so wu c:anlirmcd in a. tdcphcnc 
inmvicw between chc author and 
John Puongosky, 26 July 1994. . 
l'a.rongosky oversaw chc day-co-day 
alnirs of chc OXCART progr.un. 

4G. See J~obs, Tit, UFO Co111TOvmy, 
p. 135. 

47. Sec Peebles, Wuch th,Skia. pp. 128· 
146: Ruppclr, Th, Rrport 011 Unulmti• 
ji,J F!Jint 0/,j,ca (New York: 
Ooubf«by, 1956); Kcyhoc, Th, Fly­
int 5"ctr CoNpirt:q (New York: 
Hele, 1955); ~ndJ~ccbs. Th, UFO 
Co,irravmy, pp. 347-49. 

48. Sec Strong. lc((cr ro Lloyd W. lkrkttcr. 

42. See Reuben .Efron. memorandum, 
"O~leivaci?n ofAying Object N~,. ·:- --.: . 
... -·· ' .. .... ~ : ~;, . 

Scrong. lmcr cc Thcrccn Pag.:: Scrong. 
teem co Robcraon; Srrong. lccccr «:1 

Sffl\ud Coudsmic; Strong. fence co 
Luis A!YUa. 20 Dcccmbcc l 957; ffld 
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Scrong, manorandwn for Majer ]a.mes 
F. Byrne, Assistant Chief of Scalf. lna:l­
ligtncc Dcpuancnc of die Air force:, 
"Dccb.ssific::u:ion of the 'Rq,oct cf the 
Scicncific: Panel on Unickntilicd Flr,ing 
Objcas,'" 20 Dcc:cmbec 1957. S« 
also lkrkncr, lcm:r ro Scrong, 20 
November 1957 a.nd Page, letter co 
Strong. 4 .Dcccmbcr 1957. The pa.ncl 
members were al.so rducanc co have 
chcir a.ssoc:wicn wirh che A5cncy 
rdcucd. 

~9. Sec W'Jcon E. Lcxow, manorandwn 
for che n:cord. "Comments on Leners 
Dealing with Unidentified flying 
Objcc:u," 4 April I 9S8;J. S. Eatman. 
letter co ~joc Lawrence]. Tacker, 
0 ffic.e of chc Secrcca.cy cf the Ai, 
Foccc, Information Service, ◄ April 
1958; Davidson, letter co Berkner, 8 
April 1958: Berlcncr, lcetcc co David­
son, 18 April 1958; Bccknct, lct(Cr to 
Strong. 21 April 1958; Davidson, lee­
tee to Tacker, 27 April 1958; 
Davidsen, lcncr co Allen Dulles, 27 
April 1958; Ruppdc, lerter to David­
son, 7 Ma.y 1958; Suong, lcnet 10 

Beckner, 8 May 1958; Davidson, let• 
cc:r re Beckner, 8 May 1958; • 
Davidson, lccrcr co anuan, lG May 
1958: Da.vidson, lcrtcr co Coudsmic, 
18 Ma.y 1958; Oa.vidson, lertcr co 
Page. 18 May 1958; a.nd T ackc:r, Ice• 
ccr co Da.vidson, 20 May 1958. 

SO. S« l.cxow. mcrnoru,durn for 
Chap(n, 28 July 1958. 

51. Sec Coocl, Abo11t Top Stmt, pp. 346-
47; Lcxow, memorandum for chc 
record, "Mccring wich the Afr Force 
Personnel Concu-ning Scienrific Advi-
1ory Pa.net Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objeccs, cbced 17-Ja.n~cy 
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lue L Teel, Deputy Oivi1ion Chief, 
ASD, memorandum for chc record; 
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ing co Leon Davidson's UFO Lccrcr . 
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52. Sec Edwin M. Ashcr3ft, Chief, 
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ruidum to Chief. Chicago Office, 
"Radio Code R=>cding. ~ 4 Much 
1955 and Ashcnft. memorandum co 
Chief. Support Bruich, OSI, 17 
Much 1955. 

53. The Contact Division wu crcaced to 
collcq foreign intdligcncc infurma• 
rio11 &om ioucces within chc Unittt! 
Sates. Sec the Directorate oflncdli­
gcncc _Hist~ric:al Series, TM Orifin 
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11 ftdy J!).{G-J JulJ I.965(Washi.ng• 
con, DC; CIA Hlscoric:al Staff, J unc 
1%9). 

54. Sec George 0. Forrest. Chief. Chi_­
ago Office, memorandum co Chief. 
Conc:ter Division for Science, l l 
Mardi 1955. 

55. Sec Support Division (Connell). mem­
orandum co Ocwclt E. W21kcr, 25 
April 1957. 

56. Sec J. Arnold Shaw, Astita.nt co chc 
Oircc:tor, lerccr co Davidson, IO May 
1957. 

57. Sec Support (ConnclJ) memorandum 
co lt. Co.I. 'V. Slalcich, 27 Augu.sr 1957 
and l.2m.ouncaln, memorandum co 
Support (Connell), lO Dcambcr 1957. 

58. See Lamountain, cable co Support 
(Conndl), 31 July i958. 

59. Sec Support (Conndl) able co Sbk­
ich, 3 Occobcr 1957 and Slalcich, 
cable co Connell. 9 Oetobcr 1957. 

GO. Sec Slulcich, cable co Connell, 9 Octo• 
bcr 1957. 

61. Sec El t>. B. Lohmann, mcmorindum 
for Chief: Contact Division, 00, 9 
Juiuary 1958. 

62. Sec Supporc, cable co Sb.k.ich, 20 Feb­
ruary 1958 tnd Conndl (Support) 
cable to Lamountain, 19 Dcccmb.:r 
1957, 

. . ··- · \'>3, Sec Ed"in M. Ashcraft, Chief. Con­
.• • c:cc Division, Office of OpcmionJ, 
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memorandum for Austin Bridccr, Jr., 
Assistant co the Dircct0r, "Inquiry by 
Major Donald E. Kcyhoc on John 
Hu.en'• ~acion with chc 
Agency,• 22 January 1959. 

G4. Sec John T. Hu.en, mcmoru,dum co 
Qicf. C"..onrac:t Divuion, 12 Dccem• 
bcr I 957. Sec also Ashcnn. 
mcmni:indum to Cleveland Resident 
Agcnr. 'Ralpl:i £. ~yhcr; 20 Decem­
ber I 9S7. Ac:cording ro dus 
mcmot:1ndum, the phocognphf wcte 

. • vicwcJ ar "a high lcvd and tttumcd 
co us without comntcnc: The Air 
Fora: held ~c origill21 neguivcs. The 
CtA n.-cocds were probably dcmoycd. 

65. The toue would rcsumcc in the 
1970$ wich chc GSW FOIA court asc. 

66. S« Rui><.-rt Amory, Jr., oor; memo­
randum for Assisanc Diccaoc/ 
Scicn1iric lna:lligcnce, "Flyiag Sau­
c.ccs: 26 Much 1956. Sec alto 
Wall:,~,: R. Lunphire, Office of chc 
Dirni ur, Planning and Coordirucion 
Staff. m~morandum for Riducd M. 
Bwdl. Jr.,."Unidcnti.fie!d Flying Sau­
cer; {UFO): 11 June! 957: Phaip 
Scroni:, n1cmorandum fur the Direc­
tor, NPIC, "Reported Photography of 
UniJ"nrilicd Flying Objccu, • 27 
0ct .. 1,.., 1958; Scoville, mcmocandum 
co L1wn:ncc Houiton, Lcgiilacivc 
Cou11$<"1. ·Reply to Honorable Joseph 
E. c;~nh: 12July 1961; and Hous­
ton. k,11:rco Garth, 13 July 1961. 

67. S«. 1;,, ,-:c1mple, Oavidton, lec1cr to 
Con1:C\':<$rm.n Joseph Ga.r-..h, 26 June 
196 i ,.,J url V'uuon, Chairnun, 
Ho1L'<" Committee on Armed Scr­
vic..,.. krrcr co Rep. Robert A. Everett, 
2 s.,,,,,.,bcr 1964. 

68. Seo Maxwell W, Hunter, staff mcm• 
bcr. N~riun:il A4:roruutia and Space 
Cou11.-il. Executive Office of the rrcii­
dcnr. m~morandum fur Robert F. 
P~rk:ml, Office of lnccrrucional Scicn­
cili.: :\!fairs, Dcpa.n:mcnc of Sure. 
"Tiwu~hts on the Space Alien lucc 
Qu,-:<1i<u1: 18 July 1963. File SP lG, 
R«,,nls of chc Department of Smc, 
R«,•"I Group 59. National Ait:h.ivc,, 

Sec also F. J, Sheridan, Chief. Wash­
ington Offiec, memorandum ro 
Chief, Conact Diwion, "National 
Invcsogacion Comcnim:c on Acrul 
Phenomena (NICAP)." 25-Jamwy 
1965. • 

69. ChunbcrWn, memorandum for DCI, 
"E-nluuion of UFOs." 26 January 
1965. 

70. Sec Jacobs, ~ UfO C4nrm,my, p. 
l99 and US Air Force, Scientific: Advi­
sory Board, Ad Hoc Committee 
(0'.Bricn Committee) to Review 
Project BLUE BOOK. Sptci.J &porr 
(Washington, DC: l 966). Sec a1o 
TJu Nn11 York Ti"'4, 14 August 
1966, p. 70. 

71. Sec "Congress R.ca.ssured on Space V'u­
iu." ~ Nn11 York 7imn, 6 April 
1966. 

72. Weber, le= co Col. Gerald E. Jor­
gensen, Chief. Community R.dacion1 
Division. Office oflnfurma.cion, US 
Air Force, IS Augusc 1966. The 
Durint ccpott wu a dccailcd summuy 
of the Robcruon pand proceedings. 

73. Sec John L=-, "The Disputed CIA 
Document on UFOs." Satur,!,,.y 
Rnlin11 (September 3, 1966), p. 45. 
The Leu- arcidc was otherwise unsym­
puhctic: co UFO sighcingi and chc 
po.s.sibiliry char cxcratcrricorials were 
involved. The Alr Force had been 
cager to provid: Lac with chc full 
report. Sec Walter L Mackey, Eicccu• 
tivc Officer, memorandum fur DC!, 
"Air Force Request co Declassify CIA 
Maceri:z.l on Unidentified Flying 
Objccu (UFO)," l September t9GG. 

74. Sec Klus, llFOt. p. 40, Jacobs, The 
UFO C4nm,wrr,, p. 214 and Evcrec ,. 
Clark. "Physicist Scores 'Saucer St:2• 
cu.s,'" Th, Nn11 Yori Tlnw, 21 
October 1966. Sec also James E. 
McDonald, "Scoccmcnt on Unidenti• 
fied Flying Objccu," iubmicccd· co the 

, Howe Committee on Science.and·. 
· · : • Ntronaurics, ·29 July 1968. , , . 
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75. Condon is q_uorcd in Walccr Sullivm, 
•3 Aides Selected in Swat Inquiry," 
ThL NfUI Yori, Tima, 8 Ocrobcr 
1966. See a1so • AA Ouapoken Scicn• 
rise. Edwird Uhler Condon,• Th~ 
Nnu Yon Ti'ma, 8 October 1966. 
Condon, an oucgouag. gruff sdcncisr, 
had c:arlicr b«:omc embroiled in :a. con­
rrovcny with ch.: HoUK Un:a.mcriClll 
Activities Commirrcc char cwmcd 
Condon wu "one of chc wcakcsc links 
in our atomic security.• Sec ilia Pee• 
blcs, W=hchtS!tia, pp.169-195. 

76. Sec Lwidahl, rncmonndum for DD!, 
7.Fcbru.ary 1967. 

n. See. memorandum for the record, 
"Visit of Dr. Condon Cl) NP[C, 20 
fcbnwy 1967," 23 Fcbnwy 1967. 
Sec also the ana!ysi, of the photo­
graphs in memorand~ for Lundahl, 
"Pharo An:,Jysi, of UFO Phocogu­
phy." 17 Fcbnwy 1967. 

78. See mcmonndum for che cc-coed, 
· uFO Briefing for Or. Edwud Con­
don, S ~y 19~: 8 May 1967 wd 
actachcd "Guiddincs co UFO Phorog• 
nphcts znd UFO Phocographic 
Infomurion Shccc. • Sec also Condon 
Committee:, l'cess ~case, l May 
1967 and Khss, UFOs, p. 41. The 
Zaneville photographs rumcd our co 
bca.hou. 

79. See Ed-rd U. Condon, Scimrific 
SttulJ of Unidmt:ifiLJ F/ymt Objecr:, 
(New York: Ban am Books, 1969} 
and Klass. UFOs, p. 4 l. The report 
conaincd chc Ouranc rc:porc wid, 
only minor deletions. 

80. See Office of Assiscanc Sccrccacy of 
Defense, Newt Rdcuc, "Air Force ro 
Termiiucc rcojcct BLUEBOOK." 17 
December I 969. The Air Force 
mired BLUEBOOK records co 1hc 
USAF Archives ac M;l.'CWc:11 Air Force 
Bue in Alabama. In I 97G the.Air • 
Force cusncd over all BLUEBOOK 
files co me Narional An:hivcs 2nd 
~coeds Adminim:icion, which made 
them ,v:i.ilable 10 chc: public wichouc 
major n:stric1ions. Some 112mes have 

bcc:n widthdd from che documents. 
Sec Kl.us, UFO,, p. 6. 

81. GSW W2S a mull group of UFO buffi 
ba.sccl in Phoenix, Arizona. ind 
hc:a4Cd by W-Jliam H. Spauldlng. 

82. Sec l<lus. UF01, p. 8. 

83. Sec Wilson, letter to Spaulding. 26 
Much 1976 ind GSW v. CIA Civil 
Action· Case 78-859. 

84. GSW v. CIA Qvil Action u.sc 78-
859, p. 2. 

85. Author incccvicw with Lzwtic: Zicbcll, 
23 J unc 1994 a.nd auchoc interview 
wich OSr znalys<. 21 July 1994. Sec 
also affidavia of George 0-ns, CIA 
Woanatlon a.nd Privicy Act Cooidi­
naror; Ku! H. Weber, OSI: Sidney D. 
Srcmbcidgc. O&ic.c ofSccuricy; a.nd 
Rudcdgc P. H=d. OS&:T; GSW v. 
CIA Civil Action Case 78-859 and 
Sayre Stevens, Deputy Oircetoc for 
Nuiorul Foreign Assessment, mcmo­
n.ndum for Thomas H. White, 
Assiscan1 for lnfocmacion, lnforma• 
cion lbicw Commictce, "FOIA 
Licigicion Ground Saucer Wacch, • no 
da«. 

86. Sec "CIA Papert Dcail UFO Surveil­
lance,• 71K NfUI Yorlt Tima, 13 
January 1979: Patrick-Huyghe. "UFO 
Files: The Unrold S1ocy." Tht Nrw 
York Titr1ttM1.f4d,u, 14 October 
1979, p. 106; and Jerome Oark, • 
"UFO Updacc," UFO &port! August. 
1979. • 

87. Jccon:ic: Cbrlc, "Lzresc UFO News 
Briefs From Around the Wor!d," 
UFO Up,/,,rL, Auswc 1979 and GSW . 
v. CIA Civil Action No. 78-859. 

88. Sec Worcmin, memorandum foe OCI 
Turner, "Your Question, 'kc we in 
UFOs!' Annocaccd co The N(III Yorlt 
1im<1 News Rd=c Article," 18 Janu­
uy 1979. 

89. Sec GSW v. CIA Civil Action 7&-
859. Sec ilio Kbss, UFOr,.pp...l~:_1.2. 

.... . .. ,-,·~· • . ·~ . 

90. (S) Sec John Brenn.an, memocat1dum 
foe Richard Wanhaw, Executive Assis­
anr. ocr, •Requested Informacion 
on UFOs,• 30 September 1993; 
Author inrc:vicwt with OSWR. ana• 
lysc, 14 June 19?4 a.nd OSI a.na.lysc. 
21 July 1994. Thu author found 
:a!most no dOCUll1em:ation on Agency 
involvcmcnc wich UFOs in chc 1980s. 

There is z DIA PJ}'Chic: Ccnccc a.nd chc 
NSA studies panpsychology, thac 
branch of psychology rha1 deals with 
chc invcscigacion of such psychic: phc:­
nometu. u chltvoy;.ru:c, ~nsoi)' 
pc:tccpcion, and c.d~thy. The CIA 
rcporccdly is a1so a member of an [nci• 
dent Response T c:atll to invc:sagacc 
UFO landinp, if one should occur. 
This =m has never met. The lack of 
solid CIA documcnc:acion on Af.cncy 
UFO-rduc:d lc:civicics in the 1980s 
leaves chc encire iswc somcwluc 
muclcy for chis period. 

Mu~ of the UFO liccmure prcscndy 
focuses on conci.ctc:cs and abductccs. 
Sec John E. Mack. A~11. Hum;zn 
Enuuntnr with Alimt (New Yot'fc: 
Cha.rlcs Scribnct's Sons, 1994) :uid 
Howud Blum, Out Th= {New Yock: 
Simon and Schweer, 1990). 

91. Sec Chutes Bccli12 and William L 
Moore, The R.oruHl! /nd.d.,,u {New 
York: Berkeley Books, 1988); Mopre, 
"The Roswell Incidcnc: Ncw Evidence 
in chc Search for a. Crashed UFO," 
(Burbank, California: Fair Wimcu 
Pcojccc. t-982), l'ublic::icion Number 
120 l; znd Kla.ssr UFO,, pp. 280-281. 
In 1994 Congressman Sccvc:n H. 
Schiff (R-NM} ca.llcd for an official 
sNdy of the Roswell iricidc:nc. The 
GAO is con<!uaing a scpa.ntc invctri­
garion of the incidcnc. The CIA is 
no1 involved in chc invcscigacion. Sec 
I<wi, UFOs, pp. 279-281; John H. 
Wrighc, Cnformarion and Priva.:y 
Coordinaco.c, letter co Derck Skreen, 
20 September 199 3; and OSWR ana• 
lytc incc:svicw. Sec a1so the madc-for-
1Y film, RoIUJdJ, which appc:arcd on 
ciblc 1Y on 31 July 1994 ind Pee­
bles, W«rch che Skin, pp. 245-251. 

83 -~ 
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92. Sec John Diamond, "Afr Force Probes 
1947 UFO Oaim Findings ALc 
Down co Earth," 9 Scpc:cmbcr 1994, 
Assoda1cd Press cclc:a.se; Williun J. 
Bread. "Wredtagc of a 'Spaceship': Of 
This Eu-ch (and U.S.)," The N= York 
Tiina, 18 Sqircmbcr 1994, p. 1; and 
USAF Col Richard L. Weaver and 
1st Le. Jarod McAndrcw, The Roswell. 
&µrr. F~ Vmiu Fun"on in Nr.v 
Medco Dam (Wuhin~on, DC: 
GPO, 1995). 

93. Sec Good, .Above Top &er,t,, Moore 
and S. T. Friedman, "Plu1ip I<l2.S1 and 
MJ-12; Whac a.re the F&ea. ~ (Bur• 
bank ~mia: Faic•Wimcss Project, 
1988), Publicwon Number 1290; 
l<lass, "NcwEvidcnceofMJ•l2 
Hoax,• Slupric11/ fn'luim-, vol. 14 
(Winter 1990); and Moore uid Jaime 
H. Slwldcra, Thr M/•12 Do(Wnffla: 
.An An,dytir11I Rtport (Burbank. uli· 
focnia: Faic-Wit11cst Projea, 1990), 
Publication Number 1500. Walter 
BcdcU Smidt supposedly replaced For• 
ccna! on l Augu.st 1950 following 
Focrcsial's death, All mcmbcn lined 
were d=ed when rhe ·MJ-12 "docu• 
mcnrs" surfaced in l 984. Sec Pccbld, 
Wlllth the Skid, pp. 258-268. 

84 

Dr. Lury Bland. editor of Tht Geo~ 
C Manl,11/1. P4Prn, discovered th.at one 
of rhe so-called M2jcstic- I 2 docu­
ments was a complete fu.ud. It 
conaincd the exact same language u a 
letter from Marshall co ·Prc:sidcnrial 
candidate Thomas Dewey ~rding 
chc "Magic" inccmpu in 1!>4,( The 
c:bccs and names had been altered .nd 
"'Magic" ch.a!lged co "Majic.~ More• 
over, it was a photocopy. not .n 
original. No original MJ-l2 docu- • 
ments have ever ~rf'ac:cd. T dcphonc 
convcnacion becwccn chc ~urhor and 
Bland, 29 August 1994. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

32 CFR Parts 1900, 1901, 1907, 1908, and 
1909 • 

Freedom of Information Act; Privacy Act; 
and Executive Order 
12958;lmplementation Agency: Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

ACl'ION: Interim rule. 

§1900,02 Definitions 
For purposes of this part, the following 

1crms have the meanings indicated: 
(a) Agency or _CIA means the United 

States Central Intelligence Agency acting · 
through the CCA lnfomution and Privacy 
Coordinator; 

(b) Days means calendu days when the 
Agency is operating and specifically excludes 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays. 
Three (3) days may be added to any time limit 
imposed on a requester by this part if 
responding by U.S. domestic mnil; ten (10) 
days may be added if responding by 
in1emational mail; 

(c) Control means ownership or the 
authority of the CIA pursuant to federal statute 
or privilege co regulate official or public 
access to records, 

(d) Coordi11awr means lhe CIA 
Tnformation and Privacy Coordinator who 
serves as the Agency manager of lhe 
information review and release program 
instituted under the Freedom of Information 
Act; 

(e) Direct costs means those expenditures 
which an agency actually incurs in the 
processing of a FOIA request; it does not 
include overilead f3c1ors such as space, it does 
include: 

(I} Pagts means paper copies of standard 
office size or the dollar-value equi valcnt in 
other media; 

(2) ReproduClio!I means generation of a 
copy of a requested record in a form 
appropriate for release; 

(3) Revie111 means all time e,c:pended in 
examining a record to determine whether any 
portion must be withheld pursuant to law and 
in effecting any required deletions; but 
excludes personnel hours expended in 
resolving general legal or policy issues; it also 
mMns personnel hours of professional time; 

(4) Search means all time Cltpended in 
looking for and reuieving material that may be 
responsive to a request utilizing available 
paper and electronic indices and finding aids; 
it also means personnel hours of professional 
time or lhe dollar-value equivalent in computer 
searches; 

(f) Expression of interest means a written 
communication submilted by a member of the 
public requesting information on or 

concerning the FOIA program and/or the 
availability of documents from the CIA; 

(g) Federal agency means any execulive 
department, military department, or other 
establishment or entity included in the 
definition of agency in 5 U.S.C 552(t); 

(h) Fees means those direct costs which 
may be assessed a requester considering the 
categories established by the FOJA; requesters 
should submit information to assist the Agency 
in detennining the proper fee categqry a.nd the 
Agency may draw reasonable inferences from 
the identity and activities or the requester in 
malcing such determinations; the fee categories 
include: 

(1) Commucial means a request in which 
. the disclosure sough1 is primarily in the 
commercial interest of the requester nnd w~ich 
furthers such commercial, trade, income, or 
profit interests; 

(2) Non-commercial educational or 
scienrifu: instirution means a request from an 
accredited United States educational 
institution at any academic level or ins1itution 
engaged in research concerning the social, 
biological, or physical sciences or an 
instructer or researcher or mcmbc:r of such 
institutions; it also means that the information 
will be used in a specific scholarly or 
analytical work, wiU conlribute to the 
advancement of public knowledge. and will be 
disseminated to the general public; 

(3) Represenrarive of rhe news media 
means a request rrom an infaidual actively 
gathering news for an entity that is organized 
and operated to publish and broadcast news to 
the American public and pursuant to their 
news dissemination function and nor their 
commercial interests; the term news means 
information which concerns curren1 events, 
would be of current interest to the general 
public, would enhance the public 
understanding of the operations or activities of 
the U.S. Government, and is in fact 
disseminated to a significant element of the 
public at minimal cost; f~lanccjoumalists 
are included in this definition if they can 
demonstrate a solid basis for e1tpecting 
publica1ion through such an organiZlltion, even 
though not actually employed by it; a 
publication contract or prior publication 
record is relevant 10 such status; 

(4) All other means a request from an . 
individual not within paragraph (h)(I). (2), or 
(3} of this soction; 

(i) Freedom of lnformarion ,',ct or "FOIA" 
means the statutes as codified at S U .S.C 552; 

G) Truerested party means any official in 
the executive, military. congressional, or 
judicial branches of government, United Sta1es 
or foreign, or U.S. Government contractor 
who. in the sole discretion of the CIA, has a 
subject mailer or physical-interes1 in the 
documents or information at issue; 

(k) Originator means the U.S. Go,·ermnent 
official who originated the document at issue 

or successor in office, or such official who has 
been delegated release or declassification 
authority pursuant to law; 

(1) PotenJial requester means a person, 
organiz:ition. or other entity who submits an 
expression of interest; 

. (m) Reasonably described recQrds me:ms 
a description of a document (record) by unique 
identification number or descriptive tenns 
which permit an Agency employee to locate 
documents with reasonable effort given 
existing indices and finding aids; 

(n) Records or agency records means all 
docwnents, irrespective of physical or 
electronic form, made or received by the CIA 
in pursuance of federal law or in connection 
witb the transaction of public business and 
appropriate for preservation by the CIA :is· 
evidence of the organization, functions, 
policies, decisions, procedures, operations, or 
other activities of the CIA or because of the 
informational value of the data contained 
therein; it does not include: 

• (l) Books, newspapers, magalints, 
jourr.nls. magnetic or printed transcripts of 
elecironic broadcasts, or similar public u.cror 
ma/trials acquired generally and/or 
maintained for library or reference purpos~; 
10 the extent that such materials arc 
incorporated into any fom1 of analysis or 
otherwise distributed o_r published by the 
Agency, they are rully subject to the disclosure 
provisions of the FOIA; 

(2) Inda, filillg, or museum documents 
made or acquired and preserved solely for 
reference. indexing. filing. or exhibition 
purposes; and 

(3) Routing and transmittal sheets and 
tJOtes and filing or destruction nous which do 
not also include information, comment, or 
sratements of substance; 

( o) Responsive records means ihose 
documents (i.e., records) which the Agency 
has dctennined to be wilhin the scope of a 
FOIA request. 

§1900.13 Fees for Record Services 

(a) In general. Search, review, and 
reproduction fees will be charged in 
accordance with the provisions below relating 
to schedule, limitations, and category of. 
requester. Applicable fees will be due even if 
our search locates no responsive records or if 
some or all of the responsive records must be 
denied under one or more of the exemptions of 
lhe Freedom of Information Act. 

(b) Fee waiver requests. Records will be 
furnished without charge or at a reduced rate 
whenever the Agency detennines: 

(l) That. as a matter of administrative 
discretion, the interest of the United States 
Government would be served, or 

(2) That it is in the public intecest because 
it is likely to contribute significantly to the 
public understanding of the operations or 
activities of tbe United States Government aµd 
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is not primarily in the commercial interest of 
the requester; the Agency shall consider the 
following factors when making this 
determination: 

(i) Whether the subject of the request 
concerns the operation, or activities of lhe 
United States Gqvemment; and, if so, 

(ii) \Vhether the disclosure of the 
requested documents is likely to contribute to 
an understanding of United States Government 
operations or activities; and, if so, . 

(iii) Whether the disclosure of the 
requested documents will contribute to public 
understanding of United States Government 
operations or activities; and, if so, 

(iv) Whether the disclosure of the 
requested documents is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of United 
States Government operations and activities; 
and 

(v) Whether the requester bas a 
commercial interest that would be furthered by 
tbe requested disclosure; and, if so, 

(vi) Whether the disclosure is primarily in 
the commercial interest of the requester. 

(c) Fu waiver appeals. Denials of 
requests for fee waivers or reductions may be 
appealed'to the Chair of the Agency Release 
Panel via the Coordinator. A requester is 
encouraged to provide any explanation or 
argument as to how his or her request satisfies 
the stntutory requirement set forth above. 

(d) TUM/or fee wafrer requests and 
appeals. It i£ 511ggcsted that such requests and 
appeals be made and resolved prior to the 
initiation of processing and the incuning of 
costs. However, fee waiver requests will be 
accepted at any time prior 10 the release of 
documents or the completion of a cn.se, and fee 
waiver appeals within forty-five (45) days of 
our initial decision subject to the following 
condition: If processing has been initiated, 
then the requester must agree to be responsible 
for costs in the event of an adverse 
administrative or judicial decision. 

(e) Agreement to pay ftes. In order to 
protect requesters from large and/or 
unanticipated charges. lhe Agency will request 
specific commitment when it estimates lhat 
fees will exceed $100.00. The Agency wJII 
hold in abeyance for forty-five (45) days 
requests requiring such agreement and will 
thereafter deem the request-closed. This 
action. of course, would not prevent an 
individual from refiling his or her FOIA 
request with a fee commitment at a subsequent 
date. 

(0 Deposirs. The Agency may require an 
:idvancl! deposit of up to I 00 percent of the 
estimated fees when fees may exceed $250.00 
and the requester has no history of payment. or 
when, for fees of any amount, lhece is evidence 

that the requester may not pay the fees which 
would be accrued by proce.mng the request. 
The Agency will hold in abeyance for forty­
frl.-e (45) days those requests where deposits 
have been requested. 

(g) Schedule affets - l) In general. The 
schedule of fees for services pcrfonned in 
responding to requests for records is 
established as follows: 

Personnel Search and Review 

Clericalffochnical Quarter SS.00 
hour 

Prof-cssional Quarter 10.00 
/Suoervisorv hour 

M:magertScnior Quarter 18.00 
Professional hour 

Computer Search ;md Production 

Search (on-line) Flat rate 10.00 
Search (off-line) Flat rate 30.00 
Olhcr aclivity • Per minute 10.00 
Tapes (m3lnframe Each 9.00 

cassette) 
Tapes (mainframe Each 9.00 

cartridl!e) 
Tapes (mainframe Each 20.00 

reel) 
Tanes (PC 9mm) Each 25.00 
Diskc:Ue (3.5'') .Each 4.00 
CD (bulk recorded) Each 10.00 
CD (recordable) Each 20.00 
Telecommunications Per minute .50 
Pnper (mainframe Per page .JO 

Drintcr) 
Paper (PC b/w laser Per Page .10 

orinter) 
Paper PC color Perpnge 1.00 

minter 

Paper Production 

Photocopy (standard Per page .10 
or lc2al) 

Microfiche Per frame .20 
Pre-printed Per 100 5.00 

(if available) oa2cs 
Published Per item NTIS 

Cif available) 

(2) Application of schedule. Personnel 
search time includes time expended in either 
manual papc. records searches, indices 
sean:bes, review of computer search results for 
relevance, personal computer system searches, 
:md various reproduction services. Tn any 
event where lhe actual cost to lhe Agency of a 
particular item is less than the above schedule 
(e.g., a large production or run of a document 
resulted in a cost of less than SS.00 per 
hundred pages), then the actual lesser cost will 
be charged. ltems published and available at 
the National Technical Information Service 
(NTIS) are also available from CIA pursuant 

to this part at the NTIS price as authorized by 
statute. 

(3) Other services. For all other types of 
output, production. or reproduction (e g., 
photographs, mnps, or published reports), 
actual cost or amounts authorized by starute. 
Determinations of actual cost sbnll include lhe 
commen:ial cost of the media, the persoMcl 
time expended in making the item to be 
released, and an allocated cost of the 
equipment used in making the item, or, if the 
production is effected by a commercial 
service. then that ch:ll'ge shall be deemed the 
actual cost for purposes of this part. 

(h) Limitations on coUecrion of / t es. •• 
(1) /n .gtntral. No fees will be charged if the 
cost of collcctlng the fee is equal to or greater 
than the fee itself. That cost includes the 
administr.ttive costs to the Agency of billing, 
rccehing, recording, and processing the fee for 
deposit to the Treasury Department and, as of 
the date of these regulations, is deemed to be 
SI0.00. 

(2) Rtqcusts for personal informati.on.. 
No fees will be charged for requesters seeking 
records about themselves under lhe FOIA; 
such requests are processed in accordance with 
both the FOIA and the Privacy Act in order to 
ensure the maximum disclosure without 
charge. 

(i) Fu categories. There are four 
categories of FOIA requesters for fee 
purposa: "Commercial use• requ~ters, 
"tducational and non•comn-.ercial sc~ncijlc 
instilwion" requesters, "rtpn!senratives of tlte 
news media" requesters, and "all other" 
requesrers. The categories nre defined in 
§ 1900.02, and applicable fees, which are the 
same in two of the categories, will be assessed 
as follows: 

(I) "Commercial use" requesters: 
Charges which recover the full direct costs of 
searching for, reviewing, and duplicating 
responsi\-e records (if any); 

(2) "Educationai."arnJ non-commercial 
sc~ntific institution" requesters as well as 
"rtpreseniaiiv~s ofrhe news rru!dia" 
requesters: Only charges for reproduction 
beyond the first 100 pages; 

(3) "All ocher" requesters: Charges which 
recover the full direct cost of searching for and 
reproducing responsive records (if any) 
beyond the first I 00 pages of reproduction and 

. the ftrst two (2) hours of search time, which 
will be furnished without charge. 

(j) Associated reqcum. •A requester or 
associated requesters may not file a series of 
multiple requests, which are merely discrete 
subdivisions of the information actwllly sought 
for the purpose of avoiding or reducing 
applicable fees. In such instances, the Agency 
may aggregate lhe requests and charge the 
applicable fees. 
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LARRY W BRYANT (b)~) 
L__ _______ ___J 

Item 2.9: A··.pp·eal Lette·.r re .=.LVV:B·' .. s f :Q:IA f~equest to 
CIA 

Larry W. Bryant 
'----------~ 

To: 
L-------------' 

✓ TO: Director, U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
ATTN: Chairman. Agency Records-Release Panel 
Washington, DC 20505 

FROM: La.rrv W. Bryant 

I 

DATE: October 3, 2008 

Fri, Oct 3, 2008 at 
10:54 PM 

This letter appeals the Sept. 30, 2008, decision of.CIA information and.privacy coordiri~to,r 
Qelores .-M. Nelson to:deny·.my··FOIA-requester·.status.,cis ,a sepr~sef1t:ativ.e::0f tbe new?:,r11e,9_ia 
as regards my FOIA requ·est of August 23, 2008 (CIA reference F-2008-01781 -- sent originally 
on August 13th to :the Director of National Intelligence). . . 

Ms. Nelson's bel.ow-quotect·den_ial inv.okes.warmed-over official WFOlog,ical history to deflect the 
crux of my request-:._ i.e,, that .any action taken by any CIA personnel to unlawfully suppress/ 
dissuade p-ublic expo.s·ure of UFO reality (as was done in the case the Alaskan UFO encounter 
of 1986) has contemporary news value, thus warranting your waiver of all records-search fees. 

Ample evidence defining my requester status remains posted upon my blog site of b1mJL 
ufoview.oosterous.com . Applicable federal case law (most n,otably the years.:oJd lawsuit 
waged against your- agency by the Washington, D.C.-based National Security Archive) 
confirms that no "representative of the ne\.vs media" need justify his/her FOIA request as 
seeking records "likely ·[to] contribute significantly.to J>Ublic understanqing of the operations 
and activities of the United,States government." . What's more, the package of previously 
released CIA-maintained UFO-re'lated records would be a most unlikely repository for such 
agency-incrit1'.!'\natiog doculT)entation as that pertaining to the 1986 Alaskan case. 

By::t~is-~a~-;~=:1· .. ·., · h~reby·char;~t~riz~ my. ~e~~J~;is.ear~h~fe~.-:waive~· .. ·'.~~q:u~s{" ;f!S ~-::~EMANO, 
in !ight cf·the·current·edition ~f.the U.:S.:F·reedom:of tnf9rmation ·Act's dicturn ·as ;expressed in 
subparagraph_ (a)(4)(A)(ri)(II), namely: ''fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for 
document duplication when ... the request is made by ... a representative of the news 
media." Accordingly, I intend to file suit in U. S. District Court to challenge any denial of this 
appeal. 
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' As you process and grant this appeal. I also ask that you forward a copy of all its related 
correspondence to the CIA inspector general for him to investigate the circums~~nc~s. 
prlncipals. and activities related to former FAA official John J. Callahan's revel~t,on that one or 
more CIA personnel have unlawfully applied official pressure upon Callahan's right not to. 
engage in any CIA-directed/supported cover-up of the 1986 Alaskan case. Your cornp~ying 
with this IG-referral request not only would contribute significantly to pl:Jblic understanding of 
the operations and activities of the U. S. Ce_ntral Intelligence Agency; it also would help_ s~cure 
accountability for any CIA policy/practice that interferes with the public's st_akeholdershrp 1n 

pursuit of UFOtruth. 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a S'igned printout of-this e-forrnatted letter. 

\ • (b)(6) ~ COCr ZoOQ' 
LARRY W. BRYANT u 

Copies furnished to: 

Editor, UFO Magazine 
Jonathan L. Katz, Esq. 
Chairman, Select Committee on Intelligence, U. S. Senate 
Director, U. S. Government Accountability Office 

. . --------- ------------------ ------
· TEXT OF MS. NELSON'S LETTER TO LWB (30 Sep 08): 

Reference: F-20.08-01781 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This is a final response to your 23 August 2008 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, 
received in the office of the Information and Priv_acy Coordinator on 28 August 2008, for the • 
following CIA-received and CIA-generated records: • • 

(1) As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all other related 
documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters in Washington, D.C.; 

(2) As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring since 
Nov.17.1986, to date. · 

We have assigned your request the reference number above. Please use this number when 
corresponding so that we can .identify it easily. 

O n the general subject of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs). there is no organized CIA effort 
to do research in connection with UFO phenomena, nor has there been an organized effort to 
collect intelligence on UFOs since the 1950s. At that time. the Air Force, specifically the Air 
Technical Intelligence Center at \/\'right Patterson Air Force Base. had the primary 
responsibility for the investigation of all reports·ot UFO sightings. The CIA's role was in 
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connection with a Scientific Advisory Panel, established to investigate and evaluate reports of 
UFOs. The panel was concerned only with any aspect of UFO phenomena which might prove 
to present a potential threat to the United States national security. The panel later issued a 
report of its findings, the Report of the Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects dated 17 
January 1953, also known as the Robertson Report. The report was released by the Air Force 
Office of Public Information on 9 April 1958. The Air Force investigation, called Project. 
Bluebook [sic]. was terminated in 1969. We understand that the Air Force turned its records 
on this subject over to the National Archives·and Records Administration where they are 
currently available for inspection and purchase. There is currently no CIA program to actively 
collect information on UFOs, although since the time of the Robertson Report there have been 
sporadic instances of correspondence dealing with the subject, and we occasionally receive 
various kinds of reports of sightings of objects in the UFO category. 

As of this date, however, the Agency l1as released to numerous previous requesters 1,022 
pages of UFO-related documents under the FOIA. Most of this material was located as a 
result of a previous st:arch for records cond1,Jcted on behalf of an earlier requester for 
information regarding UFOs up through 1979, and as a result of a recent updated search fer 
records conducted on behalf of an earlier requester for information regarding UFOs from 1979 
through 15 March 1990. Any releasable material as a result ot"these earlier, thorough . 
searches is included in this package. These documents are not indexed, and most of the 
material deals with matters related to the report by the Scientific Advisory Panel. We should 
advise you that most of the reports dealing with the UFO sightings considered by the Panel 
originated with other government agencies such as the Air Force, and that much of the later 
CIA-originate.ct reports concern sightings as reported in the foreig·n news media. In accordance 
with our enclosed fee schedule. the material referred to above costs ten cents per page less 
the first 100 pages as a requester in the "all other" category. 

Also, as a result of former Director Woolsey's 14 December 1993 radio interview, a recent 
further release of 1,757 pages has been made bringing the total amount of pages to 2,779. 
Therefore,.should you wish to purchase this package, please send us your check or money 

order for US$267.90 to me, made payable to th.e Treasurer of the United States and cite the 
reference number above to ensure proper credit to your account. 

You also have the option of reviewing the initial release of 991 pages on the CIA's electronic 
FO/A internet site. The access for this site via homepage URL is: b!tp ://www,foia,ucio.gov . 

I must consider your request for a fee waiver under the standards the Agency FOIA regulations 
outline, which you will find at Part 1900 of Title 32 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). I 
have reviewed your request under those standards and determined that your petition does not 
meet them because disclosing.the information you seek is already in the public domain and its 
re-release woufd not likely contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations and 
activities of the United States Government. I therefore deny your request for a f~e waiver. 

You may appeal this decision, in my care, within 45 days from the .date of this letter. Should 
you choose to appeal the denial of your request for a fee waiver, you are encouraged to provide 
an explanation supporting your appeal. Agency regulations also specify that if the Agency has 
started to process a request, the Agency may only accept an appeal of a fee waiver denial if 
the· requester agrees to be responsible for the costs in the event of an.adverse administrative or 
judicial decision. 
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In an effort to assist you further, enclosed is a copy of an article from the CIA's internal 
magazine Studies in Intelligence, Summer 1997, entitled "CIA's Role in the Study of UFOs. 
1947-90." This item ir; being provided at no cost since it is under 100 pages. We trust that 
the information enclm;ed and that provided above will be helpful. • 

Sincerely, 

Delores M. Nelson 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 
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• W~. D.C. 20SOS 

October 28, 2008 

Mr. 

Reference: F-2008-01781 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

We received your 3 October 2008 letter appealing our 30 September 2008 final response 
to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for "the following CIA-received and CIA­
~enerated records~ 

(1) As p~rtain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all 
other related documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters in 
Washington, D.C.; • 
(2) As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly 
occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." 

Specifically,_ you appealed our determination to deny you status as a representative of the news 
media, and to deny your request for a fee waiver. 

Initially, please be advised that FOIA requesters have no appeal rights regarding an 
agency's fee category determination. Please also be advised that since records responsive to the 
subject of your request have been previously released, and no additional searches were 
conducted following receipt of your request, you would be responsible for copying costs 
associated with this request regardless of fee category detennination. As we noted in our final 
response letter of 30 September 2008, copying costs are ten cents per page less the first l 00 
pages: These copying fees would apply even if we were to place you. into the representative of · 
the news media fee category. 

With regard to your request for a fee waiver, Agency regulations are clear that fee waiver 
appeals will be accepted within forty-five (45) days of our initial decision subject to the 
following condition: ff processing has been ·initiated, then the requester must agree to be 
responsible for costs in the event of an adverse administrative or judicial decision. This 
regulation is codified in 32 C.F.R. § 1900(d). Since you neither agreed to this condition in your 
initial FOIA request, nor in your appeal letter, we cannot accept your fee waiver denial appeal. 
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. . 
As noted in our final response letter, if you wish to obtain copies of all 2,779 previously 

released responsive pages, please send me your check or money order for US$267.90, made 
payable to the Treasurer of the United States, and cite the reference number above to ensure 
proper credit to your account. 

Sincerely, 

Delores M. Nelson 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

Washingion, D.C. '.))505 

23 June 2009 

Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2008-01781 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This is in reference to your 23 August 2008 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request, received in the office of the Information and Privacy Coordinator on 
18 August 2008, for the following CIA-received and CIA-generated records: 

(1) As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all 
other related documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA 
hea9quarters in Washington, D.C.; and 

"(2) As pertain to all similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly 
occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date. 

Please note that upon further review, the Agency is reopening the processing of 
your request; a search will be conducted for records in existence through 15 June 2009. 
You also requested news media status. Since your request pertains to UFOs and you are a 
columnist with the newsstand periodical, UFO Magazine, we are placing you in "news 
media" fee category for this request. Accordingly, you will be responsible only for the 
cost of reproducing any records released in response to your request. Copying costs are 
ten cents per page less the first 100 pages. 

Sincerely, 

d)~"'--~ 
Delores M. Nelson 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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u:ntral Intelligence AgC!lcy 

Washingioo. D.C 20505 

. 21 October 2009 

Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2008-01781 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This is a final response to your 23 August 2008 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request, and subsequent litigation, for the follo'-ling CIA-received and CIA-generated records: 

(1) As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and 
all other related documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA 
headquarters in Washington, D. C.; 
(2) As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters 
reportedly occurring since November 17, 1986, to date. 

We processed your request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and the CIA 
Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431, as amended. Our processing included a search for records as • 
described in our 23 June 2009 letter existing through the date of 15 June 2009. 

No records responsive to item I were located. With respect to item 2, we have located 
United States Government material that was not originated by CIA. This material appears to be 
relevant to your request and has been referred to its originating agency for review and direct 
response to you. Please note that the CIA regulations governing administrative appeals provide 
that no appeal shall be accepted if the information in question is the subject of a pending litigation 
in the federal courts. 

Sincerely, 

&~nr..~ 
Delores M. Nelson 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

LARRY W. BRYANT, 

Plaintiff, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

V. 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
and LEON P ANEIT A, Director, CIA, 

Defendants. 

) Civil Action No.: 09-0940 (EGS) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DECLARATION OF DELORES M. NELSON 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

I, DELORES M. NELSON, hereby declare and say: 

1. I am the Chief, Public Information Programs Division, Information Management 

Services ("IMS"), Office of the Chief Information Officer ("CIO"), Central 

Intelligence Agency ("CIA"). Since 21 April 2008, I also serve as the CIA 

Information and Privacy Coordinator ("Coordinator"). I have served with the 

CIA for approximately twenty-nine years and, in addition to my current positions, 

have held other supervisory positions with the CIA. 

2. I make this declaration in support of the CIA's motion for summary judgment in 

this proceeding. 

3. In my current capacities, I am responsible for managing the Freedom of 

Information Act ("FOIA"), Privacy Act, and Executive Order 12958 Mandatory 

1 
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Declassification Review programs in the CIA. These responsibilities include 

directing searches of CIA records systems pursuant to public requests for records 

under these programs and coordinating the reviews of any records retrieved in 

such searches. These review processes include undertaking any intra-agency and 

inter-agency coordination and referrals necessary in light of the information found 

in responsive records. In addition, my responsibilities include fee category and 

fee waiver determinations. 

4. As part of my official duties I ensure that the CIA administratively processes 

FOIA and Privacy Act requests including the search, retrieval, analysis, review, 

redaction and release of documents in accordance with the law and as efficiently 

as possjble with the personnel and resources available. 

5. Through the exercise of my official duties, I have become familiar with Plaintiffs 

FOIA request for information that is the subject of this civil action. I make the 

following statements based upon my personal knowledge, and information made 

available to me in the course of performing my official duties. 

I. PLAINTIFF'S FOIA REQUEST AND THE CIA's RESPONSE 

6. By "letter"1 dated August 23, 2008 (received in the office of the Information and 

Privacy Coordinator on August 28, 2008), Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to 

the CIA for the following "CIA-received and CIA-generated" records: 

1 The "letter" is actually a print-out of email correspondence between the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence and Plaintiff with handwritten annotations addressed to 
"Scott Koch [former CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator], changing date to "23" 
August, and containing signature of Plaintiff. The text states in part "By snail- mail, I'm 
sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted letter." 
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a. "As pertain to the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all 

other related documentation" of the "1987 special meeting at FAA 

headquarters in Washington, D.C., to discuss and evaluate ... the intrusive UFO 

encounter experienced on Nov. 17, 1986, by the Japanese flight crew (No. 

1628) of a 747 cargo jet...in Alaskan sky." 

b. "As pertain to all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly 

occurring since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." 

• Plaintiff also stated that since he was submitting his request as "a representative 

of the news media principally as a columnist for the monthly newsstand periodical 

'UFO Magazine"', he asked that "all records-search/review fees" be waived. (A 

true and correct copy of Plaintiffs initial request is attached hereto as Exhibit A.) 

7. By letter dated September 30, 2008, the CIA acknowledged receipt of Plaintiffs 

request and assigned it reference number F-2008-01781. The letter went on to 

explain that "there is no organized effort to do research in connection with UFO 

phenomena, nor has there been an organized effort to collect intelligence on 

UFOs since the 1950s." There is currently no CIA program to actively collect 

information on UFOs. The letter then discussed the release by CIA of UFO­

related documents (2,779 pages) in response to prior FOIA requests and a special 

search conducted in 1993 at the direction of then CIA Director James Woolsey, 

which included the search for and review of all Agency files on UFOs. The letter 

also enclosed a copy of CIA's fee schedule and stated the cost for the UFO 

package was $267 .90, ten cents per page less the first 100 pages free. That is the 

cost of duplication. Since this infonnation was previously released and the charge 

3 
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was for duplication only, it was not affected by fee category.2 The letter further 

explained that requests for fee waivers3 must be considered under the standards 

that Agency regulations outlined at Part 1900 of Title 32 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations (C.F.R.). In accordance therewith, the CIA informed Mr. Bryant that 

because the information he sought was already in the public domain, and "its re­

release would not likely contribute significantly to public understanding of the 

operations and activities of the United States Government", his request for a fee 

waiver was denied. The September 30, 2008 letter also informed Plaintiff that he 

could appeal the denial of his request for a fee waiver within 45 days from the 

date of the letter, but if CIA has started to process a request, the Agency may 

accept an appeal of a fee waiver denial only ''if the requester agrees to be 

responsible for the costs in the event of an adverse administrative or judicial 

decision". (A true and correct copy of CIA's September 30, 2008 letter and 

enclosures is attached hereto as Exhibit B.) 

2 The CIA did not formally address Plaintiffs request for status as a new media 
representative in its September 30, 2008 letter, although after explaining the cost of the 

• UFO package--ten cents per page less the first 100 pages, the letter stated "as a requester 
in the 'all other' category." Regardless, since the only charge was for duplication, the fee 
was the same whether his fee category was determined to be news media or all other. 

3 Although Plaintiff used the term "waiver" in his request letter, based on context of his 
letter (and subsequent appeal and complaint), it appears that there was confusion over fee 
category (status) and fee waiver and that requester used the latter term to mean his 
request for news media status. Notwithstanding that it appears Plaintiff did not request a 
fee waiver, because of his use of the term waiver, the CIA treated it as such. 
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8. By letter dated October 3, 20084, Plaintiff appealed the CIA's decision "to deny 

my FOIA request status as a representative of the news media" as regards request 

F-2008-01781. Plaintiff went on to state "By this appeal I hereby characterize my 

records-search-fee-waiver 'request' as a DEMAND" and cited 5 U.S.C. § 522 

"a(4)(A)(ii)(Il), namely, 'fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for 

document duplication when ... the request is made by ... a representative of the news 

media."' (A true and correct copy of Plaintiffs appeal request is attached hereto 

as Exhibit C.) 

9. By letter dated October 28, 2008, the CIA acknowledged Plaintiffs letter in 

which he appealed our determination to deny him "status as a representative of 

the news media" and to deny his "request for a fee waiver." 

10. The CIA explained to Plaintiff that since records responsive to his FOIA request 

had been previously released and no additional searches were conducted, he 

would be responsible "for copying costs associated with this request regardless of 

fee category determination." That is, these copying fees would apply even if he 

were placed into the news media fee category. With respect to his appeal of the 

denial of a fee waiver, the CIA reiterated that "if processing has been initiated, the 

requester must agree to be responsible for costs in the event of an adverse 

administrative or judicial decision." (See 32 C.F.R. § 1900.13(d).) Accordingly, 

4 
The "letter" composed as email on October 3, 2008, is actually dated "6 Oct 2008" in a 

handwritten annotation next to Plaintiffs signature. The text states in part: "By snail­
mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted letter." The appeal was 
received in my office on October 14, 2008 (see date stamp). 
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the CIA declined to accept Plaintiff's fee waiver denial appeal.5 (A true and 

correct copy of CIA's response to Plaintiffs appeal request is attached hereto as 

Exhibit D.) 

11. On May 20, 2009, Plaintiff commenced this action, alleging that Defendant 

"failed to grant Plaintiff news media representative status", "a fee waiver so as 

only to have to pay photocopying and reproduction fees," (Compl., Tl{ 9 and 10), 

and for the first time, Defendant "did not use the level of diligence and good faith 

to conduct a search." (M., CJ 12). 

12. By letter dated June 23, 2009, the CIA informed Plaintiff it would reopen his 

request, granted him news media representative status for this request, and 

conduct a search for "CIA-received and CIA-generated" records on the following: 

a. "the convening, attendance roster, briefings, minutes, and all other related 

documentation of the 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters in 

Washington, D:C.", 

b. "all other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring 

since Nov. 17, 1986, to date." (A true and correct copy of this letter is 

attached hereto as Exhibit E.) 

13. By letter dated October 21, 2009, the CIA informed Plaintiff that no records 

responsive to item (a) above were located and that with respect to item (b), U.S. 

Government material (not originated by the CIA) was located and has been 

referred to the originating agencies for their review and direct response to him. 

6 
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The CIA also informed Plaintiff that "CIA regulations governing administrative 

appeals provide that no appeal shall be accepted if the information in question is 

the subject of pending litigation in the federal courts." (A true and correct copy of 

this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit F.) 

14. The CIA referred the three potentially responsive documents to the government 

agencies which originated the documents: Department of State and National 

Security Agency. 

II. CIA'S SEARCH FOR RESPONSIVE DOCUMENTS 

A. CIA·Records Systems 

15. The CIA's records systems are designed to support CIA's intelligence activities 

and responsibilities. The CIA's ability to retrieve data from a given records 

systems depends upon the type of information stored in that system and the way 

the system is designed to retrieve that information. Records systems and indexing 

systems vary among CIA components because they must reflect and respond to 

the established responsibilities and needs of those individual components. For. 

example, some CIA records systems are organized to facilitate the collection of 

foreign intelligence, while others facilitate the analysis of intelligence 

information, depending upon the missions of the particular CIA component. 

16. All CIA records are maintained by one of four directorates or the independent 

offices and entities that report to the Director of the CIA: the National 

Clandestine Service C'NCS"), the Directorate of Intelligence ("DI"), the 

Directorate of Science and Technology ("DS&T'), the Directorate of Support 

("DS") and the Director of CIA Area ("DIR Area"). 
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17. The DI is the CIA directorate that analyzes, interprets, and forecasts foreign 

intelligence issues and world events of importance to the United States. It is 

responsible for producing finished intelligence·reports for dissemination to 

policymakers in the United States Government. Appropriately trained personnel 

regularly conduct FOIA and other searches of the DI records system as part of 

their normal duties. 

18. The DS&T is the CIA directorate that creates and applies technology to fulfill 

intelligence requirements. The DS&T also maintained records produced by the 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, the primary collector of foreign open­

source information for the United States Government until the establishment of 

the DNI Open Source Center in 20056
. Open-source information is information 

that is generally available to the public, such as foreign newspapers, periodical 

publications, and television and radio broadcasts. Appropriately trained personnel 

regularly conduct FOIA and other searches of the DS&T records system as part of 

their normal duties. 

19. The NCS is the organization within CIA responsible for the clandestine collection 

of foreign intelligence information from human sources. The NCS records system 

contains information on persons or entities that are of foreign intelligence or 

counterintelligence interest to the CIA and other United States Government 

agencies. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA and Privacy 

Act searches of the NCS records system as part of their normal duties. NCS 

6 The ONI Open Source Center ("OSC") at CIA was established on 1 November 2005. 
The DNI directed that the center be built on the capabilities and expertise of CIA's FBIS 
and report directly to the DCIA in implementing DNI strategy and guidance. 
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operational files are exempt from FOIA search and review pursuant to the CIA 

Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431 . 

20. The DS provides the CIA with mission-critical services, including the protection 

of CIA personnel, security matters generally, facilities, communications, logistics, 

training, medical services, and personnel resources. It maintains records on all 

current and former CIA employees, whether employed in a contract or staff 

capacity, as well as other individuals for whom security processing or evaluation 

has been required. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA 

. searches of the DS records system as part of their normal duties. 

21. The DIR Area includes the independent offices that report directly to the 

' Director, and is distinct from the CIA's four main directorates (NCS, DI, DS&T, 

and DS). The DIR Area includes the Office of General Counsel, Office of 

Inspector General, Office of Congressional Affairs, Office of Public Affairs, 

Chief Financial Officer, Chief Information Officer, and other entities such as the 

Office of Diversity Plans and Programs. The DNI Open Source Center is also 

within the DIR Area. Appropriately trained personnel regularly conduct FOIA 

searches of the DIR records system as part of their normal duties. 

B. Procedures for Processing FOIA Requests 

22. The CIA has established the following procedures for processing FOIA requests. 

As previously noted, CIA's Information and Privacy Coordinator, who also serves 

as Chief, PIPD, is responsible for managing the FOIA, PA and E.O. 12958 

Mandatory Declassification Review programs at the CIA. My office is the initial 

reception point in the CIA for all FOIA requests. Upon receipt, experienced 
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FOIA officers in PIPD review the request to ensure that it is perfected, that is, 

meets applicable legal and administrative requirements. Part of this review entails 

checking to see if the CIA has previously searched for and released records on the 

topic identified by the requester. If so, depending upon the volume, the requester 

is provided with copies of the responsive records or a listing of such records as 

well as with background on the search which generated the records. (See Exhibit 

B.) If a request is perfected and a search of CIA component records is necessary, 

PIPD officers determine which directorates 7 of the CIA, reasonably may be 

expected to possess records responsive to the request and then forward copies of 

the requester's letter to those directorates with instructions to search for any 

responsive documents. The tasked directorates then conduct searches among all 

directorate components and indices and databases that reasonably may be 

expected to have any information responsive to the request. Directorate personnel 

responsible for conducting these searches are professionals who regularly and 

routinely conduct CIA record searches, whether for another component of the 

CIA, the Director of CIA, Department of Justice, Congress or a FOIA requester. 

23. After a tasked component locates documents in response to a FOIA request, 

officers must review those documents to determine whether they, in fact, respond 

to the request. Because of the nature of a particular records system, or the search 

tools, indices, or terms employed, a search may locate many documents that are 

not responsive to the request. In fact, it is quite common for the number of non­

responsive documents to exceed the number of responsive d~urnents. 

7In the discussion of processing procedures in this Declaration, "directorates" will include 
the DIR Area. 
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24. After officers identify and remove any non-responsive documents, they must then 

review the remaining responsive documents to determine if any FOIA exemptions 

apply, and whether they can reasonably segregate non-exempt information from 

exempt information. In the course of reviewing documents for exempt 

information and seg.tegability, officers frequently identify information that must 

be coordinated with or referred to another CIA component or another agency 

because the other component or agency originated the information. 8 This 

c~ordination and referral process itself can be quite time-consuming because other 

components and agencies have their own missions and FOIA priorities. 

25. When all of the components and agencies9 have completed their respective 

reviews, PIPD professionals incorporate all of the recommendations regarding 

exemptions, segregation, and release, resolve conflicting recommendations, and 

ensure that ~e release or withholding determinations comply with the law and 

published CIA regulations. Under the direction and supervision of the CIA 

Information and Privacy Coordinator, a review is then conducted from a corporate 

perspective on behalf of the entire CIA. A final record copy of each CIA­

originated document is produced and a response is provided to the requester. 

Documents originated by other government agencies are forwarded to those 

agencies for direct response to the requester. 

C. CIA's Records Search in Response to Plaintiff's FOIA Request 

8 See Exec. Order No. 12958, as amended,§ 3.6(b). 

9
"Agencies" in this context refers to one more other agencies having information or 

equities in CIA documents as opposed to referrals, which are documents located by CIA 
but originated by another agency. These are forwarded to the originating agency for 
review and direct response to the requester. 
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26. The CIA processed Plaintiffs request following the procedures set forth above. 

27. As noted above (19), the CIA has previously searched for and released records 

relating to UFOs in response to FOIA requests and litigation. In addition, in 

1993-94, at the direction of then Dire~tor of Central Intelligence (DCI) James 

Woolsey, the CIA conducted an Agency-wide search for and reviewed all CIA 

files relating to UFOs. This effort, conducted under the direction of the Executive 

Assistant to the Director of Central Intelligence ("DCf') resulted in a further 

release of 1,757 pages, bringing the CIA's release of documents relating to UFOs, 

that is, the ''UFO package" to 2,779 pages. It should be noted that this search was 

Agency-wide and the intent of the review was to release as much information as 

possible, without compromising intelligence sources and methods. Thus, the 

subject of plaintiffs request-"a 1987 special meeting at FAA headquarters ... to 

discuss and evaluate certain official evidence of the intrusive UFO encounter 

experienced on Nov. 17, 1986 ... by a Japanese flight crew" over Alaska-falls 

squarely within the parameters of this search. In reviewing this case, it was the 

second prong of Plaintiffs request which prompted the CIA to reopen the 

processing of his request, namely, the request for information "on all other similar 

cases of airborne UFO encounters reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986." As 

was explained to Plaintiff in CIA's Sept. 30, 2008 letter, there is no CIA program 

to actively collect information on UFOs. However, the letter also acknowledged 

that occasionally we n;iay receive reports of sightings of objects in the UFO 

category. Accordingly, a search was conducted by CIA for records concerning 

"similar cases of airborne UFO encounters" since November 17, 1986. And, 

12 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083377 



C070 83377 
Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C07083377 

notwithstanding that records relating to the alleged 1987 special meeting at FAA 

headquarters concerning the November 1986 encounter; if any, should have been 

located during the special search for UFO related information conducted in 1993-

94, a new search was conducted for records specifically relating to the meeting as 

described by the requester. 

28. PIPD personnel experienced in the tasking of records searches tasked those CIA 

directorates reasonably likely to have responsive records, if any existed. PIPD 

tasked the Plaintiffs request to the DI, DS&T, DCIA Area and NCS. These 

components were tasked to search through June 15, 2009, the date of the letter 

informing requester that the case was being reopened. 

29. As noted above, the DI analyzes, interprets, and forecasts foreign-intelligence 

related issues and world events of importance to the United States. The DI made 

all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve any records responsive to Plaintiffs 

FOIA request. The DI searched its central data base, an all-source data base 

containing intelligence reports .and finished intelligence received and originated 

by the CIA, for information on "other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters 

reportedly occurring since Nov. 17, 1986." The following search terms were 

used: "UFO", "UFOS", and "unidentified flying object or objects". 

30. Three responsive documents, all originated by other agencies, were located. 

Records in the main DI system are disseminated intelligence reports and are not 

indexed to retrieve information of the nature requested in item 1 of Plaintiffs 

request. Within the DI, the only component reasonably likely to possess records 

relating to the meeting described in requester's letter, would have been the Office 
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of Scientific and Weapons Research ("OSWR")10
, whose records have been 

archived. Such records are indexed only at the folder level. The DI searched 

using the following terms "UFO", "UFO", "U.F.O", as well as "FAA", "FA A", 

and Federal Aviation Administration. In addition, the search officer looked for 

folder titles listing meeting, briefing, roster, or minutes for the same time period. 

No responsive records were located. 

31. The DS&T also made all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve records 

responsive to plaintiffs request. Given the relevant time period, the DS&T 

searched archived records of the National Photographic Interpretation Center, 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, Office of Imagery Analysis, Office of 

Technical Services, Office of the Director for S&T, Office of Development and 

Engineering, Office of Research and Development, and Office of Technical 

Collection. The DS&T employed the following search terms: "FAA", "Federal 

Aviation Administration", "UFO", "unidentified flying object". and "Callahan". 

No responsive records were located. 

32. The DCIA Area also made all reasonable efforts to identify and retrieve any 

records responsive to plaintiffs FOIA request. The DCIA Action Center (DAC), 

Office of Public Affairs, Open Source Center, and Center for the Study of 

Intelligence conducted records searches. All components searched for 

' 'unidentified flying objects", "UFO", "UFOs", "FAA", or "Federal Aviation 

. Administration". In addition, the following search terms were used by one or 

10 OSWR was formed in 1980 when the Offices of Scientific Intelligence and Weapons 
Intelligence were merged. _ The Qame of the office was changed in 1995, and the office 
was subsequently merged with a number of others during successive reorganizations. 
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more components: "UFO encounter", "Japanese flight crew 1628", "aviation", 

"meeting at FAA 1987", ' 'FAA meeting", "1987 FAA meeting'', "UFO and 

Japan", "UFO and 1628", "UFO and CIA", "UFO and 747", "UFO and 

extraterrestrial", "Callahan". (The term "unidentified flying object" was also used 

in conjunction with other terms when "UFO" is listed in the preceding examples. 

In addition, as was noted above, a special search was conducted in 1993-94 

regarding UFOs at the request of Director Woolsey. These records are part of the 

CIA UFO collection which was offered to the plaintiff in CIA's initial response. 

The search was overseen by the Executive Assistant to the DCI. The DAC 

searched all of the records retired as part of this effort ("every single page"), and 

CSI independently reviewed a subset as possibly containing responsive 

information being. All records were manually reviewed as part of this search. No 

responsive records were located. The DAC found no reference to a meeting or 

the FAA in 1987 ("or indeed, any other year") or any documentation regarding 

UFO encounters, extra-terrestials, or unexplained flying phenomena from 1986 

onward. In addition, the individual who oversaw the 1993-94 search and review 

effort as the Executive Assistant to the DCI searched his email concerning this 

project for ''FAA" and located no responsive documents. 

33. As !)reviously noted the NCS is responsible for the clandestine collection of 

foreign intelligence information. The NCS records system contains information 

on persons and entities that are of foreign intelligence or counter-intelligence 

interest to the CIA and other United States Government agencies. After 
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reviewing plaintiffs FOIA request, NCS responded that its records system was 

not set up to search on general subjects or topics such as UFOs. 11
•
12 

34. In sum, the CIA tasked those components reasonably likely to possess 

information responsive to Plaintiffs request (if any) to conduct records searches. 

The searches were conducted by information management professionals who are 

familiar with the records systems of their respective components and who 

routinely and regularly conduct searches of these records as part of their 

professional responsibilities. These individuals were familiar with Plaintiff's 

request and all such searches were reasonably calculated to locate responsive 

records, if any. As indicated above, no documents were located in response to 

item (a) ("1987 special meeting at FAA") of Plaintiffs request and three records 

originated by other government agencies were located in response to item (b )("all 

other similar cases of airborne UFO encounters"). 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 26th day of October, 2009. 

Delores M. Nelson 
Information & Privacy Coordinator 
Central Intelligence Agency 

11 Intelligence reports disseminated by NCS (formerly the Directorate of Operations) are· 
included in the DI records system where they may be searched by topic (and were 
searched as part of the DI records search described above.) 

12 The Directorate of Support to conduct searches in this case. Given its functions as 
CIA's administrative and support arm, PIPD officers reasonably determined that the DS 
was not likely to have records responsive to plaintiffs request. 
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From 
Subject 
Date 
To 

\-- ~- O 19:)lo V' 
"Lany W Btyant'I (b)(6) 
FOIA Request to CIA, re the l\r y aga 

cc 

TO: 

FROM: 

I Sun.=A Y£t~. 2004 7"31 pm 
presl ~.gov 

Director 
U. s. Central Intelligence Agency 
ATTN: Freedom of Information Manager 
Washington, DC 20505 

Larry -~ Bryant 

I 
DATE: August _8, 2004 

AUG1S' 04 At11O:31 

While certain CIA officials continue to deny the public full access 
to any government records pertaining to the CIA- created "Project 
Cherry," there remains at least one victim of that rogue operation 
who is continuing to seek full vindication and justice as to the 
"Cherry"-related crimes of omission/commission perpetrated against 
not just him but also against one or more citizens of : the Kingdom of 
Cambodia. 

I refer of course to one former U.S. Army captain John Joseph 
McCarthy, Jr . , who clandestinely had been tcained by, and operated as 
a trainer within, "Project Cherry's" central mission: the fielding 
of assassination: teams throughout key -regions of Vietnam-war-era 
Southeast. As.ia~ For· details on his involvement in, and' eventual 
victimizatio~ -by, that mission, please visit the Internet web site of: 
~omthewilderness,com/free/hall/Mac,htmJ 

With Mr. McCarthy's proxy (i.e., the enclosed copy of his Notice of 
Authorization), I hereby submit this letter as a formal, written 
freedom-of-information/Privacy Act request that you send me a copy of 
all CIA-generated and CIA-received records pertaining to Mr. 
McCarthy's military career, his CIA-directed activities, his 
associated communications, his post-"Cherry" litigation history, and 
his CIA-managed "case file." 

Since I make this request as ah independent writer focusing on actual 
and/or potential whistleblower-derived evidence exposing official 
wrongdoing at the ·highest levels of government, and since such 
exposure would significantly educate the general public as to all 
related 
government activities/policies/programs, I hereby request that you 
waive all records-search fees incident to your fulfilling this 
request. 

(b )(6) 

(b)(6) 

By snail-mail,. ·I'm sending to you a · signed printout of this e-formatted letter. 
(b )(6) 

LARRY W. BRYA!n..,,-----------~ 

bttp://webmail.cavwl.aet/ll'c/ priater friendly bottom.pbp?pused cmt id-o&mailbox- INBOX&puaed id•l2774 
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~ Mr: McCarthy 

Marks. Zaid, Esq. (Washington, D.C.) 

Chairman, U. s. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Cambodian Ambassador to the United States 

) 

' http://wcbma.il.cavtcl.not/tn:/printer friendly bottom.php?pu.ed cnl id- O&mailbox- INBOX&paued id-12774 
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NOTICEOFAUTHORIZATION 

TO: Whom It May Concern 

FB.7 1olm JOICDh Ml:C~ 

DATE: ~ 7_-z_l:__1_::~f_ 

By this nntariza1 :· :m,t, I hereby authoriu writer Larry W. 
Beyant ~ '-----:----.---.--.-~-full access to any and all official 
government recoo eang maintained on me and my activities by any 
government agency - including the U. S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the U. S. Central Intelligence Agency, and the 
Departments of Defense and Anny. 

For official records-search purposes only, I hereby provide the 
following penonal identification data: 

Social Security No.: / 
Original military sem'----c·-ce_ffe.]_N_o~. _ _ __..__, 
Date and place of birth: C 

~=================-- ____J _____ _, 

Dates of military~VJC4~ 

NOTARIZED CERTIFICATION 

I, }.>..j O'\cteL4w ~ G ✓~-_ _, a notary public, hereby 
certify that the foregoing individual, known to me as John Joseph 
McCarthy, Ir., appeared_ before me on this the __ ~i~ day of JsJ~, '200 4 _ 
_, in the city/county of_ LA~ ~j-ef es _____ _, California, 
and affixed his signature to-thi~~ent. 

As witneuedJ!>Y my li~/_[J'...L.! ________ _ 
of this date: _ W.L ~2-. ~1:t _, 1 
anowypublicin_°Lufe'¥,1~~G>.(a~s~~-----· 

SEAL: "" ... __, MIC~Jl~~~VEYi 
OTAR't' PUBUC-CAUFORNIAQ 
LOS ANGELfS COUNTY 0 

COMM, EXP', AUG, 30, »a7 _. 

(b )(6) 

(b )(6) 

(b )(6 ) 

7/2'2/2004 

(b)(61 

(b)(6 

-------------.Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C01119526, ___________ __. 
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Cerural Intelligence Agerey 

e 
Washii,glon, D.C. WS05 

9 September 2004 

Mr. Larrv W. Brvant 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This concerns your 8 August 2004 letter requesting records under the 
provisions of the Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA). Specifically, your request is for: 

"A copy of all CIA-generated and CIA-received records 
pertaining to Mr. [John Joseph] McCarthy's military 
career, his CIA-directed activities, his associated 
communications, his post-'Cherry' litigation history, and 
his CIA-managed 'case file'." 

We assigned your request the number referenced above for identification purposes. 
Please refer to this number in future correspondence. 

Concerning your request, to the extent that you seek records that would reveal 
a covert connection between CIA and the subject of your request, I must inform you 
that the CIA can neither confirm nor deny any confidential or covert relationship, or 
interest in developing such a relationship, with any particular individual, 
organization, or other entity. Records disclosing this type of information necessarily 
would be classified pursuant to Executive Order 12958. Further, the fact of the 
existence or nonexistence of such records would relate directly to information 
concerning intelligence sources and methods which, in accordance with Section 103 
(cX6) of the National Security Act of 1947 and Section 6 of the CIA Act of 1949, the 
Director of Central Intelligence bas the legal responsibility and obligation to protect 
from unauthorized disclosure. 

Therefore, to the extent your request might concern records containing such 
information, it is denied pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(l) and (b)(3); an 
explanation of these exemptions is enclosed. The CIA official responsible for this 
determination is Scott Koch, Information and Privacy Coordinator. By this action we 
are neither confirming nor denying that any such information exists. You have the 

(b )(6) 
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right to appeal this determination by addressing your appeal to the Agency Release 
Panel, in my care. However, we will be unable to accept such an appeal until the 
processing of your request has been completed, at which time you may submit an 
appeal within 45 days from the date of our final response letter. Should you choose to 
do this, please explain the basis of your appeal. 

With respect to the part of your request that seeks other information, 
including that which might reflect an open or otherwise acknowledged Agency 
affiliation, we can search for responsive records. Before we can begin processing, 
however, we must have your commitment to pay fees as described below. 

Concerning your request for a fee waiver, I am required to consider your FOIA 
request in light of the rules and regulations governing the waiver of fees as published 
in the Code of Federal Regulations [CFR Title 32, Chapter XIX, Section 1900.13(b), 
enclosed] as well as relevant Department of Justice and Office of Management and 
Budget guidelines. I reviewed your request and determined that your petition does 
not meet the requirements of those regulations. Release of the information you 
requested would not be likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of 
the operations and activities of the United States Government. Accordingly, in this 
instance your request for a fee waiver is denied, and we must have your commitment 
to pay all fees before we can begin processing your request. 

Based on the information in your letter, your request would be placed in the 
"commercial" fee category. This means that you will be responsible for the full direct 
costs for searching, reviewing and duplicating responsive records. In accordance with 
Section (a) of the schedule, search fees are assessable even ifno records are found or, 
if found, we determine that they are not releasable. This means you will be charged 
even if our search results are negative or if it is determined that no information is 
releasable under the FOIA. 

We will hold your request in abeyance for 45 days from the date of this letter 
pending your commitment to pay assessable fees. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Koch 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosures 
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FROM THE WILDERNESS is proud to present the story of 
U.S. Army Special Forces Captain John McCarthy, a real 
American hero. While some would challenge hero status 
for a man who admittedly was ordered .to train 
assassination teams for the CIA during the Vietnam War 
(none of which carried out a mission), no one can 
challenge the fact that as a triple volunteer (airborne, 
ranger, Special Forces), John served his country with 
bravery, honor and distinction. Like so many of the young 
men who went to Vietnam, he believed in his country and 
what he had been taught was the rightness of its mission 
in the world. But this is also the story of John's 

disillusionment and of his painful awakening, which came at the cost of wife family and 
friends. It is a story about how he stood alone, at a crucial moment, as his country broke 
its word to him and refused to capitulate as he saw that the moral leadership of those 
who gave him orders was an empty house of cards. - Mike Ruppert, 7 /14/98 

AN AMERICAN P.O.W. -- IN AMERICA 

By John McCarthy 

This is true. It happened. And it happened in the United States of America and in 
Vietnam. 

Continued suppression of the following facts and circumstances provides history with the 
opportunity to repeat itself. It already has once. 

The United States Government claims that publication of this matter will be inimical to 
the National Security of our country. A more accurate phrase would be National 
Embarrassment. Stonewalling on this issue has worked for over thirty years. Stonewalling 
works. It is time to take down the wall. 

On January 30, 1968, a Top Secret General Court-martial concluded that United States 
Army Special Forces Captain John McCarthy had murdered a Cambodian "peasant". 
Although facing the death penalty, the court sentenced McCarthy to " ... be confined at 
hard labor for the term of your natural life." Deliberation on sentencing took all of three 
minutes. Amazingly enough, the sentence to confinement for life DID ·NOT Include 
reduction in rank, forfeiture of pay and allowances, nor dismissal from the service. This 
remains a precedent in the history of Military Justice, i.e., an accusation followed shortly 
by a conviction. 

McCarthy was the Case Officer in Saigon, of a CIA directed covert operation code-named 
PROJECT CHERRY. The operational mission of CHERRY was a redundant, three-pronged 
assassination team targeted against Prince NORODOM SIHANOUK, the head of state of 
Cambodia. 

Although McCarthy was technically a member of the United States Military and Special 
Forces, his role as Case Officer of PROJECT CHERRY necessitated an elaborate Cover Story 
as a member of the Department of Defense (DOD) and was covered by Identification 
issued by the United States Embassy in Saigon undel' an assumed name (John McAlister). 
This "cover" included absolute directives not to openly associate with any members of our 
military forces in Vietnam. 

PROJECT CHERRY was not a Special Forces mission. This CIA activity employed Special 
Forces personnel who were selected for their expertise in relevant skills necessary for the 
conduct of BLACK TERROR and ASSASSINATION missions. The Project was buried deep 
within a Military Intelligence unit which was itself operating under the guise of a Civic 
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Action Team, a common CIA cover for covert operations world-wide. Although members 
of the Civic Action team wore various military uniforms and carried on activities as though 
they were legitimate military officers, some were full time CIA Agents. 

The "operational" members of PROJECT CHERRY were Cambodians recruited from the 
KHMER SERE!, the Government In Exile from Cambodia, violently anti-SIHANOUK and 
dedicated to the overthrow of the Cambodian Government. The KHMER SERE! was 
recognized by the Vietnamese Government and operated openly in South Vietnam. 
PROJECT CHERRY employed twelve members of the KHMER SERE!. Their missions 
included the conduct of BLACK TERROR against the civil ian population of Cambodia, while 
leaving evidence of their atrocities blaming Cambodian forces for their actions. The 
purpose of these activities was to create CIVIL UNREST and a rebellion against the 
Cambodian Regime. It worked. Similar operations utilizing KHMER SERE! were also 
directed from the United States Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand. 

PROJECT CHERRY, it turns out, had been compromised by the penetration of an individual 
who, while holding the rank as the First Secretary of the KHMER SERE!, was the 
PRINCIPAL AGENT of PROJECT CHERRY and also an Operative Agent of the SOVIET KGB. 
He was also employed by the SIHANOUK Government at the same time. This information 
was provided to the United States Embassy in Saigon in February, 1967, by the leader of 
the KHMER SERE!, SON NGOC THANH. The Americans of PROJECT CHERRY were not 
notified of this revelation. This triple agent's name was INCHIN LAM. As Principal Agent, 
LAM coordinated the activities of the Cambodian members of PROJECT CHERRY and also 
packed the parachutes used by all team members, including the Americans. Lam was also 
involved in the murder of one of the Cambodian members of PROJECT CHERRY. 

During the course of events in November, 1967, McCarthy was directed to disband 
PROJECT CHERRY, supposedly for budgetary considerations, and disburse its members to 
collateral organizations. All Cambodian members of PROJECT CHERRY were subsequently 
rehired by Studies and Observations Groups (SOG) targeting Cambodia, with the 
exception of INCHIN LAM, the Principal Agent, who could not be rehired due to unknown 
reasons. The only response from those employing other members of PROJECT CHERRY 
was, " ... they would not touch LAM with a ten foot pole". LAM's association with the Soviet 
KGB and the SIHANOUK Regime was not known to McCarthy at that time. (It was later 
learned that the CIA was frantically attempting to re-double LAM against the KGB and 
was releasing him from all covert activities in this attempt). 

LAM was taken from his "Safe House" in Saigon by McCarthy and one of his sergeants, 
and driven during the hours of darkness north from the city to an area occupied by a 
Special Forces Detachment at Ho Ngoc Tao. The purpose for this trip was to question LAM 
because of other issues which had just come to light during attempts to re-hire him. 
During the ride LAM was shot and killed from outside the vehicle by persons unknown. By 
McCarthy's direction, the vehicle was driven to the Special Forces Detachment and 
directives were given to contact an individual to assist in the temporary disposal of LAM. 
It was anticipated that LAM's remains would be turned over to the KHMER SERE!, as were 
other members in case of death. 

Shortly after returning to Saigon, McCarthy was arrested and accused of the murder of 
INCHIN LAM. Within three days the United States Embassy in Saigon provided a $25,000 
Death Gratuity to the KHMER SERE! in hopes of appeasing them over LAM's death. The 
KHMER SERE! were somewhat confused. Although they did not express surprise or anger 
in LAM's death, they could not understand why the United States Government was going 
to prosecute McCarthy. After all, they had told the Embassy months earlier of LAM's true 
allegiance. The KHMER SERE! subsequently presented McCarthy with a plate of gold and a 
commendation, since the US Government had provided McCarthy's real name as the 
culprit in this matter. The KHMER SERE! kept the $25,000 but they wonaered how anyone 
could be tried for such a "revolutionary" act. 
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The Central Intelligence Agency offered John a ten year sentence if he would plead guilty 
to murder, avoid a trial, and go along with the CIA's murder of a triple agent to protect 
the truth that they had turned LAM back on his communist comrades. Because he was 
innocent of the crime John flatly refused the offer. 

After 65 days of pre-trial confinement at Long Binh, Vietnam, in a 5 x 7 foot box, topped 
with chicken wire, a continuously burning light bulb, and a tin roof, McCarthy was tried 
and convicted of premeditated murder. The TET offensive of January 30, 1968 began 
twenty-five minutes later. 

The government's key witness at trial, held virtually in-camera, was a. pathologist. 
captain Richard T Mason testified as an "expert" witness that LAM wa,s killed by a .22 
caliber bullet with the muzzle of the weapon held loosely or tightly, "Ebut in any case 
against the neck" of the victim, LAM. This testimony compelled the jury to convict, 
despite contrary evidence. There was also testimony about "stingers" at trial. These were 
single shot devices made for the CIA as assassination weapons. Although McCarthy had a 
.38 caliber revolver, and the sergeant with him that night had a 9mm pistol, it was 
Mason's "expert" testimony that won the day. 

Both Robert and Ted Kennedy responded to appeals by McCarthy for assistance. They 
wrote letters and made calls on his behalf which had no effect on CIA's directed outcome 
of his trial. Bobby was assassinated on June 5, 1968. 

After five months in the 5 x 7 "box", McCarthy was transported to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, In a "prison shipment". 

In September, 1968 Mason recanted his in-court testimony, in writing. He s~nt the 
recantation to Lieutenant Colonel PIERRE FINCK, his boss at the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, in Washington, D.C. FINCK had conducted the autopsy of President John F 
Kennedy, in November of 1963, and had testified before the WARREN COMMISSION. 
FINCK was contacted in 1969 by one of McCarthy's lawyers but denied knowledge of any 
new or relevant information in the case. Mason didn't think it necessary or appropriate to 
advise McCarthy or his lawyers of his recantation. 

In 1970, a lawyer working for FINCK approached McCarthy's attorney in the Pentagon 
Cafeteria and asked if he had seen the "McCarthy File". 

Expressing surprise, both attorneys proceeded to FINCK's office and located the filing 
cabinet. The first document In the file was Mason's recantation. The second item was an 
FBI Lab report signed by J Edgar Hoover. This lab report was in response to a request for 
analysis of a bullet fragment removed during the a.utopsy of LAM. The FBI Lab report 
dated February 9, 1968, ten days after trial, states that the make, caliber and 
manufacturer of the bullet fragment could not be determined. However, the report 
continued, a piece of quartz was stuck to the bullet fragment. When LAM was shot, the 
front windshield of the vehicle had shattered, the there had been a hole in the windshield 
two inches from the passenger side post. Again, Mason had not thought it necessary or 
appropriate to notify the defense attorneys or McCarthy. The FBI sent the bullet fragment 
back to Vietnam "under separate cover" from the lab report. The bullet fragment was lost 
in the registered mail. McCarthy's defense team never had the opportunity to 
independently analyze the fragment. 

McCarthy's lawyers immediately filed a brief with the appellate court, which cited Mason's 
recantation as "newly found evidence and fraud on the court". The conviction was set 
aside and a new trial was ordered. One of the three appellate judges disagreed with the 
recommendation for a new trial. To him, McCarthy's "record in intelligence and 
intelligence related operations, as well as the military skills associated therewith, which 
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he has developed," made it in defiance of "logic" that he would have murdered "the victim 
in the manner developed by the Government at trial and urged upon us during appellate 
argument." Terming McCarthy a "proven officer, thoroughly trained in intelligence 
operations, well-disciplined and sensitive to the ramifications of all his actions, not only 
with regard to the United States but to other political entities whose interests might be 
affected," that judge said the court should have forbidden a retrial. Then Government 
prosecutors described the possibility of a conviction at a new trial as "highly unlikely" and 
the charge of Premeditated Murder was dismissed on January 8, 1971. Immediately 
following the dismissal, the following organizations were briefed because of anticipated 
fallout: CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, STATE DEPARTMENT, FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, and 
THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, (PRESIDENT NIXON). 

The US Government was so anxious to obtain a conviction at trial they had resorted to 
FABRICATING evidence in the guise of Mason's EXPERT testimony. Statements by the 
ranking member of the court-martial board revealed that had Mason's recantation been 
known or the FBI Lab report been available, the court would not have reached a guilty 
verdict. However, this same board member did state that.if the Government had thought 
McCarthy innocent, they certainly would not have tried him for murder, and the court had 
their duty to convict. Therein lies the rub and the miscue of military justice. The 
statement of "we don't know how he did it, but we think he did it" exemplifies the Issue. 

In 1984, under the Freedom of Information Act, a·search of the files in the STATE 
DEPARTMENT was requested w ith negative results. No f iles existed with respect to the 
above. However, in the office of the ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF of INTELLIGENCE in the 
Pentagon, an affidavit dated 1968, written by the Assistant Chief of Staff addressed the 
concern of the STATE DEPARTMENT over the issue of granting McCarthy's civilian attorney 
a Top Secret clearance in order to review the files in the above matter. The information in 
the McCarthy case, if leaked, would seriously effect the Foreign Policy of the United 
States. And, of course, STATE was briefed on January 8, 1971. Also, during the summer 
of 1968, STATE had requested copies of the Record of Trial and allied paperwork from 
McCarthy's defense counsel in the Pentagon. After reviewing the material for a week, the 
representative from STATE returned the documents with the comment; "Had we known 
that this information was going to be revealed, we would never had allowed the trial to 
proceed in the first place". And yet there are no files on this matter at the STATE 
DEPARTMENT. This is of far greater significance than just denying the existence of files. 
What it means is that STATE was not aware of PROJECT CHERRY to begin with, and 
although BLACK TERROR and ASSASSINATION missions were under purview of the CIA, 
the STATE DEPARTMENT would have known of these activities when sanctioned by the 
President. Because STATE was not privy to these activities in Cambodia, there stands a 
very good chance that the operations conducted by PROJECT CHERRY were a ROGUE CIA 
directed activity designed to prolong and extend the war in South East Asia. 

On October 2, 1968 John, sitting in his prison cell at Ft. Leavenworth, received a Western 
Union telegram from Ted Kennedy which read, "Keep chin up. Stand by for good news 
shortly." On Oct. 6, 1969 he was summarily released from prison and remained in a state 
of limbo while CIA and the Army decided what to do with him. He was sent to the Army's 
premier intelligence post, Fort Huachuca, where, as a convicted murderer, he was allowed 
to instruct other troops, in spite of the fact that he had no security clearance. 

On February 8, 1970 in an article in the Washington Post entitled "Terminated Agent May 
Haunt U.S.", Murray Marder would write: "(W)hile comparatively obscure, the McCarthy 
case carries a larger potential for international complications than the celebrated Green 
Beret case". Eleven months later the charge was dismissed. 

The Constitution of The United States guarantees all citizens the right to seek redress for 
grievances against the Government. The exception to this First Amendment Right is the 
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FERES Doctrine adopted by Congress in 1952, which states that no member of the Armed 
Forces may seek redress for grievances which is "incidental to service". Therefore, those 
citizens who wear their country's uniform into battle in order to protect the Constitution, 
forfeit their Rights under the Constitution. There is no recourse. 

John McCarthy honorably left the service on August 2, 1971, after eleven years six 
months and six days of active duty. His written statement on request for release from 
active duty was simply put: "I no longer have the desire to serve as a commissioned 
officer in the United States Army". 

The Author 
Los Angeles, 1998 

A personal note; the utter devastation of incarceration, loss of wife and children, mother 
and father, friends and relatives, and employment and other Issues is far too voluminous 
for inclusion in this synopsis. 

© COPYRIGHT 1998, 1999, 2000, JOHN McCARTHY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PERMISSION 
TO REPRINT ONLY IF THE FOLLOWING APPEARS: "Permission to reprint courtesy of John 
McCarthy and Michael C. Ruppert - FROM THE WILDERNESS@ www.copvcia.com." 

- The Carone Report 
- The Tyree Papers 
- The UCLA Oral History 

If you want to know MORE about this subject, 
may we recommend the following: 

A SUBSCRIPTION TO FROM THE WILDERNESS 

Go to our Store Now! 
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"Lany w. Btyant'l ~ 
Appeal of CIA Denial of My FOIA for a Records-Search-Fee Waiver 
Sat September 18, 2004 4: IO am 

TO: Director 
u. s. Central Intelligence Agency 
ATTN: Agency Release Panel (c/o Mr. Scott Koch) 
Washington, DC 20505 

FROM: Larry.-W_._ B_r~y_a_n_t ________ _ 

DATE: September 18, 2004 

By his Sept. 9, 2004, letter denying my fee-waiver request of Aug. 9, 
2004 (his reference No. F-2004-01956), CIA FOIA manager Scott Koch 
errs in placing me in the requester category of "commercial" entity . 
My demonstrable status as an independent writer-researcher 
specializing in "national security" issues, public-records access, 
and First Amendment commentary entitles me to the requested 
records-search-fee waiver. What's more, his totally disingenuous, 
knee-jerk asser_tion .that the public would gain no "significant" 
benefit from your agency's production of the sought-for recotds • in 
this case of reported rogue CIA operations constitutes an 
unacceptable administrative cop-out. 

If you need concrete evidence of my news-media publication credits, 
please consult the Internet via a "Google" search under my name 
(Larry W. Bryant); in this regard, I also can provide related 
correspondence between me and other agencies' FOIA-management 
personnel (including those at the Departments of State and Interior). 
As an update of my requester-status profile, here are my most recent 
publication credits: 

(1) One or more articles/book reviews carried in the newsstand magazine FATE; 

(2) An expanded edition of my book "UFO Politics at the White House: 
Citizens Rally 'round Jimmy Carter's Promise," due out shortly from 
FATE's parent company, Galde Press. 

In recent times, too, I've been contributing research to the 
news/information web site of http://www.militar:ycorruption,com 

As you peruse this record of "news media" representation/interaction 
on my part, you cannot but conclude that my research/writing projects 
have much more to do with the public's understanding (antl oversight) 
of government policies/activities/programs than they do with, say, 
the CIA's documentation/methods-and-sources for determining the price 
of tea in China. 

If you insist on sustaining Mr. Koch's denial of my fee-waiver 
request, I hereby serve notice that, through my attorney (Marks. 

http://web111ail.cavtol.11ot/1rc/printer friendly bottom.pbp?paued enl id-O&mailboxaJNBOX&pa11od id-16996 
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•Zaid, Esq), I shall seek judicial relief yia a complaint to be filed 
within the U. s. District Court for the District of Columbia. 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this 

::~~t::,:J~•-a_g_ e_. ______________ ....J 

Copies furnished to: 

Marks. Zaid, Esq. (Washington, D.C.) 

John J. McCarthy 

Phyllis Galde (Editor of FATE) 

Webmaster of MilitaryCorruption.com 

Chairman, u. s. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Cambodian Ambassador to the United States 

Webmaster of bttp;//www.yirtnallystrange.net 

bnp://wobmail.cavtol.not/1rc/printor friendly bonom.php?pa11od eat id--O&mailbox• INBOX&p11sed id•16996 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C01298322 

91 

(b )(6) 



C0 1 298322 
Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C01298322 

(b)(3) 

-- (b)(6) 

--

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C01298322 



C01298444 
t:av&11er Telephone Webmail Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C01298444 12/5/( 

• 

Current Folder: Sent 
Compose Addresses Folders Options Search 

Si~ 
Cavalier Telephone, 1 

Messaae List I~ I Edit Messaae as 
~ 

PreyjouslNext Forward I Forward as Attachment I~ I~ 

Subject: Notice of Imminent~~ Action Against the CIA 
From= I -~~-Date: ..... S~un,~ Dece-- m---be_r__,5 ___ ,..,.,2.,...,......---,12:43 pm 

~:~I I 
Priority: Nonnal 
Options: Yiew Fun Header I Yiew Printable Version 

TO: Director 
U. S. Central Intelligence Agenc y 
ATTN: General Counsel 
Washington, DC 20505 

FROM: Larry~ W_._ B_r_.y'-a_n_t _ _ _ ________ --, 

DATE: December 5, 2004 

Your agency has had more than ample time to process and grant my Sept. 18, 
2004, appeal of the CIA FOIA coordinator's Sept. 9, 2004, 
denial of my FOIA records-search-fee-waiver request of Aug. 9, 2004 (No. 
F-2004-01956 -- by which I'd sought the waiver on the grounds of my 
requester status as an independent wri ter researching background on the 
"McCarthy Saga"). 

Having included in that appeal certain c onc rete, persuasive evidenc e of my 
requester status (and having accumulated more of the same evidence since 
that time), I hereby serve notice upon you that I'm instructing my 
attorney, Mark S. Zaid, Esq., to file the appropriate complaint, on my 
behalf, circa Dec. 27, 2004, in U. S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this e-formatted 
letter. 

LARRY W. BRYllNT 

Copy furnished to: Marks. Zaid, Esq. (Washington, D.C. ) 
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11Ulll)' w. Biyant! I 
Appeal of CIA Denial of My FOIA Request for a Recor~Search-FeeWaiver 
Sat Sentember 18. 2004 4: 10 am 

TO: Director 

FROM: 

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
ATTNt•··· Agency Release-- Panel (c./o Mr. Scott Koch) 
Washington, DC 20505 

w. Bryant 

DATE: September 18, 2004 

By his Sept. 9, 2004, letter denying my fee-waiver request of Aug. 9, 
2004 (his reference No. F-2004-01956), CIA FOIA manager Scott Koch 
errs in placing me in the requester category of "commercial" entity. 
My demonstrable status as an independent writer-researcher 
specializing in "national security" issues, public-records access, 
and First Amendment commentary entitles me to the requested 
records-search-fee waiver. What's more, his totally disingenuous, 
knee-jerk assertion that the public would gain no "significant" 
benefit from your agency's production of the sought-for records , in 
this case of reported rogue CIA operations constitutes an 
unacceptable administrative cop-out. 

If you need concrete evidence of my news-media publication credits, 
please consult the Internet via a "Google" search under my name 
(Larry W. Bryant); in this regard, I also can provide related 
correspondence between me and other agencies' FOIA-management 
personnel (including those at the Departments of State and Interior). 
As an update of my requester-status profile, here are my most recent 
publication credits: 

(1) One or more articles/book reviews carried in the newsstand magazine FATE; 

(2) An expanded edition of my book "UFO Politics at the White House: 
Citizens Rally 'round Jimmy Carter's Promise," due out shortly from 
FATE's parent company, Galde Press. 

In recent times, too, I' ve been contributing research to the 
news/information web site of http://www.militarycorruption.com 

As you peruse this record of "news media" representation/interaction 
on my part, you cannot but conclude that my research/writing projects 
have much more to do with the public's understanding (anti oversight) 
of government policies/activities/programs than they do with, say, 
the CIA's documentation/methods-and-sources for determining the price 
of tea in China. 

If you insist on sustaining Mr . Koch's denial of my fee-waiver 
request, I hereby serve notice that, through my attorney (Marks . 
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• 3aid, Esq), I shall seek judicial relief via a complaint to be filed 
within the u. s. District Court for the District of Columbia. 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this 

e-formatted 1•:••n• 

LARRY w. BRYN~ ----------~ 

Copies furnished to: 

Marks. Zaid, Esq. (Washington, D.C.) 

John J. McCarthy 

Phyllis Galde (Editor of FATE) 

Webmaster of MilitaryCorruption.com 

Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Cambodian Ambassador to the United States 

Webmaster of http;//www.yirtuallyetrange.net 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

• W~hington. D.C. 20505 

28 April 2006 

Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This is further to our 9 September 2004 letter concerning your 8 August 
2004 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for "a copy of all CIA­
generated and CIA-received records pertaining to Mr. [John Joseph] 
McCarthy, Jr.'s military career, his CIA-directed activities, his associated 
communications, his post-'Cherry' litigation history, and his CIA-managed 
'case file'." 

Regarding information on Mr. McCarthy's military career, the 
information you are seeking would be under the auspices of the U.S. 
Department of the Army. Please be aware that the CIA is not authorized to 
release records originated by other Government agencies even ifwe were to 
locate any. Therefore, you should contact the Army at the following address 
for the records you require: 

Commander 
USA Intelligence and Security Command 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Office 
4552 Pike Road 

Fort Meade, MD 20755-5995 

Regarding information on Mr. McCarthy, we accept your request; it will 
be processed in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and the 
CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431. We will search for records as described 
in our 9 September 2004 letter. Unless you object, we will limit our search to 
CIA-originated records existing through the date of this acceptance letter. 
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On further review, we determined that your request falls into the "all 
other" fee category, which means that you will be required to pay charges 
which recover the cost of searching for and reproducing responsive records (if 
any) beyond the first 100 pages of reproduction and the first two hours of 
search time, which will be furnished without charge. Copying costs will be 
assessed at the rate of ten cents per page. 

The large number ofFOIA requests CIA receives has created 
unavoidable processing delays making it unlikely that we can respond within 
the 20 working days the FOIA requires. You have the right to consider our 
honest appraisal as a denial of your request and you may appeal to the Agency 
Release Panel. A more practical approach would permit us to continue 
processing your request and respond to you as soon as we can. You will retain 
your appeal rights and, once you receive the results of our search, can appeal 
at that time if you wish. We will proceed on that basis unless you object. 

Sincerely, 

'- ~-;1,,.1 ~;;o,~Lc..-----
Scott Koch 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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PIPD MEMO 
F-2004-01956 

DATE: 

MEMO TO: IRG DATABASE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
Case Number: F-2004-01956 OPENI 
Tasked on: 05/01/2006 
Requester: BRYANT, LARRY 

05/10/2006 

(b )(3) 
(b)(6) 

Case Subject: JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR. & HIS MILITARY/CIA 
CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 

REPLY: 

Sent on: 05/10/2006 at 04:00:30 PM 
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PIPD MEMO 
F-2004-01956 

DATE: 05/25/2006 

MEMO TO: IRG DATABASE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

REPLY: 

Case Number: F-2004-01956 OPENI 
Tasked on: 05/01/2006 
Requester: BRYANT , LARRY 
Case Subject: JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR. & HIS MILITARY/CIA 
CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 

1. This is in response to Larry Bryant's 08 August 2004 FOIA request for 
" ... a copy of all CIA-generated and CIA-received records pertaining to Mr. (John 
Joseph) McCarthy's military career, his CIA-directed activities, his associated 
communications, his ost-'Cher 'liti ation history, and his CIA-managed 'case 
file."' 

L ___ _ 
4. This concludes action by thQ n this request 

Sent on: 05/25/2006 at 09:37:02 AM 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C01326106 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

I Mr. LanyW. Bryant 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

• Washington. D.C. 20505 

31 May2006 

This is a final response to your 8 August 2004 Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request for records pertaining to John Joseph McCarthy, Jr. We processed 
your request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and the CIA 
Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431. Our processing included a search for records as 
described in our 9 September 2004 letter and our 28 April 2006 acceptance letter. 

We did not locate any records responsive to your request. 

Although our searches were thorough and diligent, and it is highly unlikely 
that repeating those searches would change the result, you nevertheless have the 
legal right to appeal the finding of no records responsive to your request. You also 
have the right to appeal the decisions made in our 9 September 2004 letter. Should 
you choose to do so, you may address your appeal to the Agency Release Panel within 
45 days from the date of this letter, in my care. Please explain the basis of your 
appeal. 

The cost for your request amounts to $110, consisting of 10 computer searches 
at $10 each, and fifteen minutes professional search time at $10 per quarter hour. 
You are entitled to receive two hours free search (equivalent to $80) as a requester in 
the "all other" fee category. Therefore, the cost to you is $30. Please send your check 
or money order to me in this amount, payable to the Treasurer of the United 
States, citing Reference Number F-2004-01956 to ensure proper credit to your 
account. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Koch 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

(b )(6) 

______ __Approved for Release: 2025/06/11 C01327387 _____________ _ 
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/~ -., ., From "Larry W. Bryant"~-- - - --~ 
(Add to .iddrc.,s book) (Add lo recent addresses) (Add to blacklist) 

Date 

To 

6l5i'1IXb 2:30:27 am 11D6 JUN I q AK 8: 30 

Subject FOIA Appeal re CIA-maintained McCarthy Records and Corso Records 

TO: Chairman 
CIA Records-Release Panel 
C/0 Scott Koch, Information and Privacy Coordinator 
U. S. Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20S05 

FROM: Lan)' W. Bryant 

I 
DATE: June 5, 2006 

Your FOIA coordinator Koch's lette11 to me of May 3 I, 2006, and May 
26, 2006, have made it even clearer to mo why your agency hu 
received the Oeorge Wubingtoll Univenlty-based National Security 
Arcbive's Rosemary Awa!d (for your demonstrated disdain for the U. S. 
Freedom or lnformalioa Act'1 inherent support of the public's 
right-to-know). 

Accordingly, in order to help counter that disdain and to advance the 
public's interest/benefit in knowing the darter side of your agency's 
policiea/programa/J)IIIClice1, I bueby appeal Mr. Koch's acti0111 taken 
via the abov~ted lettm, while also servins noeice that your 
denial of my appeal will heighten my resolve to -It judicial remedy 
therefor. My prevaillns in that lawauit would require your agency to 
reimburse me my attorney's fees. 

Fi11t of all, your final mponae (May 31, 2006) to my Aus, 8, 2004, 
request No. F-2004-01956, re former U. S. Army captain John Joseph 
McCarthy, 1r., em in denying my status u an independent writer 
entitled to full waiver of recclfda..searoh fees. What's more. had 
your remrdl searoher conducted a lealCh of all recorda pertaining ID 
the CIA-managed, clandetline, Vietnam-aa operation called PROJECf 
CHERRY, he W011ld've discovered that McCarthy had been assiglled to 
that project For background lnfonnation 011 thal uslgrunen~ pleue 
peruse McCarthy"s currc11t~ven1&-blos website 
bttp://jobnmccarthy90066.tripod/ldl.html. As McCarthy'• blos 
documenll, hi1 (Anny-CIA=mpelled) role in PROJF.Cr OlERRY led to ~is 
becomins the fall-guy for your aaency'1 ill-conceived and illicit 
application of CHERRY actionslaaseta against the Cambodian 
government. Such ol'ficlal malfwance by ANY U. S. agency during 
wartime would by derinition have permanent value to the public's 
undenlanding and evaluation of that qency's conduct pu~ presen~ 
and futllrc. 

My e~pected lawsuit, therefore. would seek your agency'• production 
of a Vaughn index to determine why Mr. Koch bu ch01e11 not to search 
all CHERRY-related records pertaining to McCarthy's cue. That 
rcqueat for a Vaushn index also would seek a oopy of the entire Rl!A 
cue files oa all other McCarthy-related fOIA rcquesta proceued to 
date by your agency. The lawsuit alao would request that the court 
conduct an io-came111 inspection of all CHERRY-related records 
pertaining to McCarthy. 

Since Mr. McCarthy'• web log (a.k.a. 'blog") qualifies as a news (and 
infonnalion) medium widely available to military-affain researchers, 
political analysts, 1cholan, cultural activists, con~samen, 
historians, and jurists worldwide., it enhancea my ability to share my 
writings and research finding on auch national-security matte11 u 
the McCarthy Sap. His story, incidenlB!Jy. figures in my current 
first Amendment lawsuit ofBryant v. Rurnafeld, et al., whereby I'm 
challenging certain military commanders' cen90Rhip o( a serie.a o( 
whistleblower-50licitation advertisements I've sent .. u an 
independent writer-rcsearoher -- for publication in varioua post/base 
ncw1pape11. la this regard, the U. s. District Court ror the 

• District of Columbia hat acknowledged my status u an independent 
writer entitled lo have hi, First Amendment clai1111 of 
freedom.of-speech/freedom-of-prea properly adjudicaled. 

In the second mauer at issue here (my May 4, 2006, R:>IA requeat No. 
F-2006-01045, by which I seekacopy of all CIA-generated and . 
QA-received records pertaining to the lam Anny U. Col. (Ret) 
Philip James C0110 and hi1 aasociationa, activities, consre,sional 
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testimony, and motivations}, I note that, once again, Mr. Koch, via 
hia May 26, 2006, letter to me, inaista on questioning my status as 
an independent writer rep,esenring one or more newa media. How much 
umc do you really wish to spend here on my justirying my existence 
•· and would you rather spend it in the comfort of your omce than 
in a courtroom? 

At any rate, please note that Cono's whistleblowing account, 
published in hi• 1997 memoirs "The Day After Roswell," implicates 
your agency in the policies, program,, and operation• or a 
supersecret paoel or UFO-related expem called Majcatic-Twelve. 
Cono's role u a Pentagon-based intelligence/R&D analyst in helping 
exploit the aclvanced technological artifactJ retrieved from the July 
1947 crash-landing of a •nying saucer• near Roswell, N.M .. 
reYert>cratea, to this day, in the UFO preu. 

Indeed, in my column scheduled ror the July 2006 iuuc or the 
newsstand periodical UFO magazine, 1 rocus my attenrion on the Corso 
story. In UFO magazine's April 2006 isaue, my column ("Bryant's UFO 
View") preaenll a similar esaay on the FBrs recent discloswe ol its 
douier on UFO author-penonality Philip J. Klus• (see enclosed 
pbotcxopy of wd e111y). Earlier, upon the now-suspended website 
or the public-intcreat Group Citizena Against UFO Secrecy, I had 
published a an essay about Corso's FBI dossier, which mention, his 
al legcd CIA connections. 

In a forthcoming issue of UFO magazine, my column will dwell on the 
second edition of a book tilled "Exempt from Di1closure: The 
Disturbing Cue About the UFO Coverup,' by Robert M, Collin1, a 
former USAF capealn privy to inside knowlodp about the government's • 
technologiw cxploilllioa ol R01welliaa-debri1 artifaclB. The 
book'1 revd1tion1 include MJ.IZ.relaled malerial allegedly "leaked" 
from CIA record,•· a matter of utmost c:oncem to the public'• 
awarenesa of the CIA role in the coverup of the UFO experience. 

A1 with the McCarthy Saga, Co1Um'1 boot has been the foc:111 of one 
of my recent ad submioiona - a aubmiHion tbat wu nady rejected 
by public affai11 officials at Langley Air Fon:e Bue, Va., u being 
in contnldicd011 of the official USAF viewpoint on UFO reality. 
Again, IIICb official cen11011bip o( ID inclependeDt writer', 
~b/writing duerYes bolh public outcry and ovel'ligbt u to 
agency moti vation1 and opcntioDI. 

UFO magazi11e'1 webaite, http://www.ufomag.com, furthere,uends the 
newa-<lillCDlinatioa rcacll of thit multimedia orpai7.llioo, thus 
affording me a wide audience for my wor1c product 

My column in UFO magazine hu been preceded by my UFO-related 
article, and boot review, published in the new,1tand 1111gazine FA TE: 
True Reports or the Strange and Unknown•· published by 0alde Pre11, 
Inc. (galdepre11.com), witb whom rm Wider con!J'act for my second 
book. Incidentally, my first boot - "UFO Politics at the White 
Howe: Ciliun1 Rally 'rouDd Jimmy Carter's Promiac" •· drew ita 
oootent from citize1111' UFO-related letters to Pru. Carter, u 
USAF-diaclOICd to me via the U. S. Freedom of Information Act 

So, you sec that !hi• captule of my track record u an independent 
writer amply qualifies me to receive a full SC11Ch-fee waiver for any 
currenl/futwe FO!A requesll submitted u part of my ongoing 
reaearch/analysl1. Therefore, please grant me thiJ appeal by 
immediately rescinding Mr. Koch'• denial of my documcnled, reiterated 
req~r lta!UI. 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this e-fonnatted letter. 

LARRY W. BRYANT 

Copy fumishod to: C .rn=.-,===-=====•--o=a'"g"'eme=n~ 
Finance. and Accountability . U. S. House ol Rep,eseDl&livcs 

• P. S.: I hereby request that Mr. Koch alao proccsa this letter as 
a fonnal, written FOIA request !bat be send mo a copy of all 
CIA-maintained record• pertaining to the activitiea, associations, 
correspondence. and rnolivalions ol tho late Pbilip Julian KJasa. 

tp://webmail.covtel.AOVwebmail.cgi 
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:Bryant's 1110 View 
No Class Act: The FBI Dossier on Philip J. Klass 

by Lany W. Bryant 
Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss 

events; small minds discuss people. 
Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, USN 

We may never know if the late, consummate character 
assassin Philip Julian Klass ever knew that the U. S. Fed­
eral Bureau of Investigation was keeping records of his 
activities and associations. And even if he knew, would 
he have wondered whether his demise would trigger the 
birth of a freedom-of-information request for public ac­
cess to those records? 

As soon as I'd learned of Klass's death on August 9, 
2005 I fired off an FOIA request to FBI headquarters in 
Washington, D. C. Sure enough, the Bureau, known for 
its having compiled dossiers on such UFO researchers as 
Stanton T. Friedman, Leonard H. Stringfield, William L. 
Moore, and Larry W. Bryant, had made no exception for 
the notorious king of the UFO debunkers. 

By its transmittal letter of January 19, 2006, the Bu­
reau sent me a package of 56 responsive documents from 
Klass's dossier, a portion of which was declassified from 
its original protective marking of SECRET, while several 
pages were redacted in whole or in part on grounds of­
you guessed it-national security. 

Let's jµmp right into the dossier's contents and, anaiyze 
the documents, ~s best we can, right here. The very first 
document, dated November 9, 1964, consists of a partially 
censored, two-page memorandum from FBI director John 
Edgar Hoover to the director of the U. S. Central Intel­
ligence Agency, marked: Attention: Director of Security. 
Subject: Philip J. Klass . 

In responding to the CIA director's apparently SECRET 
letter of October 26, 1964, Hoover's memo's last paragraph 
states: 

In January, 1958, a matter was referred to this Bureau 
for investigation by the·District Commander, 4th· 
District Office of Special Investigatiolll!, Department • ,; 
of the Air·Forca,,·Bolling.Air Force Base; Washington, ; 
D. C. This· mattei: i_nvQlved th~ wiauth,ciriz11d disc\o~ /1 
sure of information classitled," Secret" in," Aviation.. • ;J 
Week Mag~ne.'.' a.r:ticle entjtled.~Exclusive R~port ~n :J 
Counter-Measures" \:>y Philfp J. Klass in. 18 November;~:~ 
1957, and 25 November; 1957. editions, No investi~ •, 
g~tion was conducted, _in ~s inafter by this mireau, •• ·~ 
inasmuch as this Bureau was·.advised by Depaitmenf ·', 
of the· Air Force that such classified information aa·: .. ,; 
was contained in the article coµld not be declassmed • .1 

fQl purposes'of pf()secutiom. \ .. , ' 

The memo concludes: 

No additional pertinent fo(ormatio~ regardirtg Klas;: · 
is contained in .the files of this, Bur.eaq; Any pertinent i 

information developed at - latex date will be fur, , • _ l 
~s.hed to Y<?u{ , . :._ • >C: , .. ~; J/ , ,, ,::_: .. ; \ ·•::_. .• j 
The executive branch's decision not to prosecute Klass 

and/or his magazine, which today enjoys the dubious 
distinction of being unofficially labeled Aviation Leak, 
has much relevance to today's politics of secrecy. Will 
the leaker of the National Security Agency's electronic­
surveillance net entrapping American citizens daring to 
communicate internationally, along with the New York 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • t •••• • • • ' ••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • •••••••••••• •• ••••• • ••••• ••• •••••••••• • ••• • ••• •• •••• 
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Times staff, avail himself of the Klassian escape route 
from Uncle Sam's vindictive assault on such messengers 
of bad news? 

Moving along to February 21, 1975, we find an insight­
ful and revelatory three-page memo from FBI official "Mr. 
Heim" to colleague "Mr. Moore." 

•. Subject: PHILIP J. lei.Ass <soooi AVIoNtcs·mi-
roa. AVIATION WEEiC A.SPACE TECHNOLOGYli . 

'. CRITICSMOF FBt. ':;., .: (· ·. ·• ·/ .. ::,; ... <:· 

: B~C~~~O~: . '. : •• ::, __ • ·_-;::_, i Y· '; /-:-,/:;!,.:'/., ·: 
: Late fo th~ afternoon of 2/iohs,\~aptforied intli--- • . 
'.: vi~ual teleehon~d t!t.e ~ure~u .~nd_11pok~_¥ili~e ·· , .. 
/ Eqitot ?f ~ -f'.13.~ J..e:w S'iµo_~e11t. ~µ)~~µ tcy;BJ.. . . : • . 
r':lil strorl . feims laced•witb. ~sm; -1:ieiiefla~d our : . ,. • '; .. . g ~ . . . . ; ~- ... , " . . ' ... _ . . ·"'· \ -'~ t p~Uta)i9n of the'.~i~to·hr. l.?fif ;AU8'1, l:tyµpk, ,1'11!-·· • 
.. -U~O¥Y,~ll'!')'.t µqhe!l!~r.1ll\fY., :1,75i_lssu.~,~f;~ . :f-~ • 
:_ ·. ~, -~ldf·,~es,!~ ij:i~t:,~y :if~~~t\:t~:~~!!ir,; ;:,. · 
; ·:·,tb.♦•FRJ-Jit&s!t "'· :tts•i.ttcw"· •• ···u •,.:-.1t~~"~'7_:n .. 
-?'.ti~~~"~~fI!i . • r, ,. ~ .?;~ @t: 
'~ 1~·:Allen lf elJ;JO~ w.mit qtl:ta-'~f '":tiaa ·, ·, • • 
t,,it~f:~1_!~.~~#i(l,~~~ .. ~ :::,!~~;.: .. \ .. 
. ,,w. we-~q1 • ov~a-~!,.oa;w- :r . • ..,.'-'J,\.,.. . • , •. 

,}tiiifb'h ' ,ii~J:ol',v.1alfflclf tiiat'ii111, •()· 'J~dlis•,:t :_ ,. 
~; Uf.Oi~t~· 'iet'.af;,·ne'~i the .·.' .', .tr< . -~ ·oiid~.;,. 

~l;tlit '~'.$.i~q•trh~J1~)(.at~~~lti:~~l'.,li1't; 
',: ihveel&..iltf .,. , Jiu )<Mf:to :· y..:...T~:::,1- ,. ' • 
·-: · .. r·~ .,..-~th .. ··1o' · ·' ·~ ; .. , .. ~ .:r,,~ F,~J-.~ ,-~t. 
;: ~~. ,, '?~--~'.~8 : r P,~};:.'\!.z~~~51't~~~Jt=~:: ! ~ Jt-:t~'~ Ji··}~". 
;,,~ i-lcf~HJJ-~- &il~tY.~~hiliiJ;.a • •• ~~J~f. 
t.,~n,{Hj{i11'kl;tttfilJli' '•1'~ •Iii~ililitiifiltif~~·· 
: :·~{ij:~u#i~~ other_' o~ti~'lii(itl~~~clf~~t~~ 
I~ .ex~a.d1

!>f-;is:_does,H~~k}~estJlf~i,lJ,VP&~l' 
:::.~ ~-~strla1:(n:bngm:· ~~q~elfy.1f wJs; 
: • ··'ouit~d oiif • :Kl ··\ th'. .... ibe.r ~t'.i#o _n 'mden_ • u: ' l:'. ., . " ,, ,.IQ, ~ -., ,, . ~ ~-~ '\i .. , ,. . t<J •• . 
,i;B~17~1f~ Objeet)~.ll!~vei ~~:~_i:'-ii)ljqfuuier, ol.; 
;: phen(im.enabotli teal and ~iliedi. -..lit.-, :\: ~~•f, (>, 

f1tuAht~Ys"i, kf~~~~il}Ihfi~~~f~t;i)iief~f .ff;· 
;, ~ U!~ fl3I .ena~tse~ in_ thff P.~~ijf;~ 9f Pf,;·_.t 
': H.Yfiek~, lriiclewas'. ils;cl-.rlyJtilt~ ·p·11 'th\it' • 
?:~•fdegaidl~t of-~ ~i#a'~_r,.~ .·o~~;n)i :t~tli'­
:•: 'maty;·these:•sfglitlhgs. ~P~~~ted • ~a,·ptoble~-• ·, 
/ _fot:' l~W.: eilforcement:•·td whom j>er_sonifwotiJd· ,.~ 
:;:nprmally firsti'eport flleir -obs'ervati_ons.:: ,·. • ·_',.•; (, 

·\ ,\~'1~·tJi~s~eeubi:ih11t:tiie·,~tifh'.~:1t~'iriu:a} :?· 
\:)a~:~ .~rot;m~d ~a•: HY,Jfefif,i'\\'.1deJy re~ --- :f. 
,.' •• itct:ed icli:i'ntisi rec" 'zed o· ·an :cfMitable,.• ro-· ,,8.P , ... . .. . . -~ . . Y.. .,. . ~ . 
:· fessionals-Jn hi) field of expertise, who is affllJated 
( with a leading hniversity (NorthWestetn). At thi~. ' 
,;' K}ass-~plied:"He:wpn'tlie'£6rlongf'.'.'_ '< :' ·., : l' 
• • . •. • , _I I . ~ ' ' •. , . ' l. ,; . ~',}.'' I • .. l~ I:., ;,:·, ·.i 

:; Klass would not elaborate ori this·statement,'nbr ·, • 

.'.: ~if )1,~. ~u~~~1,t~" ~? ,~f :. ·;-\;~. /;,\ ~: ; . , ,. \~? ,\. 
): M~reover;'Kiass ~ontended tha( ~yniiktsbiu\:•f 
,: toward· Ute i1o.tton th~t UFOs' ere-licfually objects 
' • an~ creatures 1).-ot'.!1 out11r ~pac~ wlis de'monstra'ted· 
: following his in~rview of the. two men from.Mis­
: sisslppl who tepl:)rted they were held capti~e for 
·' 11 time by green, other worldly beings wlio amv~d 

'on earth ~tid departed from it in a saucer-shaped • 

spaceship. Klass stated that Hynek reportcidly said, 
"There is no doubt these men had a terrifying experi• 
ence." Mr, Klass was told that many people would 
draw no such inference as he had from this remark. 

The conversation was concluded when Klass sug• 
l!ested that we might be interested in publishing an 
articl~ by e newly formed organization called the 

• "Center for Unidentified Ghosts," 

INFORMATION CONCERNING KLASS: 

·,Buflles disclose that Klass hes, from time to time, 
·c~me to our attention by virtue of the fact that he has 

,. been in (deieled) [contact with a Soviet national?] ... 
, .. this Bureau (deleted) ... and not to be of assistance to 
:·- his government. 

· ·Kl~ has been affiliated with Aviation Week & Space 
• t~chnolcigy n:iagazi~e for at lea~t the past 20 years. 
__ T~·perfodical is publi~hed by McGraw-Hill, Inc., 
t. with. Q~<,:e~ ii>, New York. However, Klass is based ·­
;".m:Washfngton, r>.c., and maintains an·office in the • 
:,_ l>res~ Building 01114th Street, Northwest, and is 
-~:\~t~ip t]ie D.q. telephone' directory.at 560 M Street, 
: Southwest .. • .· , • • . . 
."'r',.~ • .f ,,. .... .. ( 

continued on page 76 
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For the past 10 years, my hobby has been in.veatf.,., ... , . i 
gating, Af'.ID EXPLAINING, famous. UFQ cases ~t . j 
Hynek and others. proclai~.to be unexplainabl~ .. -- . { 
R&Cf;lntly, I have published, book entitled "UFQs Ex-·.

1
_1_,: 

plained," which has rec11ived very. ~vgrable revi~ws . 
from ii.uch prestigious publicatio~.11.$:"~tjentifl(:'· :;:: ,; 
Americ¢.~ (See ~n~osµie.J -.• •. . · : , . ,- • ·. . . ; "'. • . J 

:·1 )·"~~~~:riji~t!J~'·~ ·:··~i~'· ;·,-._ •. : trut:other.i.1 

. s1l~61·t1t.__.; ~~:.·tf~~ti!l ~~k, 13hli._ 1:-_ .. ~ 
• tt6·:'im&tii'tfieretf~h;i1~irff t11.~ufier;~ ~ ·_-,td~~~;-:",·•- ::~·· 1 
The.National Tattlers June 16, 1975 edition happens to 

present, on page 9, a straightforward account of Hynek's 
five-thousand-word article "The UFO Mystery-Investi­
gating Reports of Sightings." Tattler's only lapse into po­
etic license occurs in the headline: "FBI Admits UFOs Ex­
ist (Story in Agency's Official Magazine Instructs Lawmen 
on Procedure to Follow When Saucer Is Spotted)." 

I'm sure that Hynek would've preferred that the head­
line had read: "FBI Admits UFO Reports Exist." After all, 
as the good professor used to emphasize: We're studying 
not UFOs, but reports of UFOs. 

For his part, director Kelley wasted little time in replying 
to our cordial Mr. Klass. Kelley's kiss-off letter of June 23, 
1975, a monument to how bureaucrats can handle a peskily 
officious ¢tizen, offers these two closing paragraphs: 
• -l'aohla''"'"'~ ·, ...... ~,·"·~· ··mm't®r>tmp.Itcatttin tHati.i:•.;•{ ·,~ 

:• i 'W,? IH .,,..._ -: ' , t Jhi': d,f" ·JaftQtlfe~n\rt 
· .,I'-,~,,,.-. ·"' r•J'';,, .. : . ._,~;,. ·;1-~;' lnt;tl.,1..,-:,ff.•, t~ 

• ·n~~J".~ ·.1, JUl>o 3 ,~,.f·.:'-'1 
-'&;u·2·~-.:~d£iu:rb,.~ f i., . ~-)(•~ -.-, ..... ,, .. • .,, ' . . •' ··. ,·, .•.· •,•,··.· ':Ii Ia-..,{ftif6ic"' em~f. 'noat r, : • 

. -~~t~f ;: ,; :,J}._~1?_1_~•·1:-~ 
•. . . fJ-;5:,, '1".J~--~~,i, ",;~«:;t-f-'.~:J?1, 
f '·,~·- ·. . . . ~;;f/df~tlt~ . ··•rt\:~•-:~\1f . 
. ; · ,~ '~iln.' ~~lbitlng :¢6nsid;ef~troh' in &e.tull~ ~ 
; ~a:'wtM fet~of theimif •'zma'~'coinmitment.t;;-;,{ 
::~apf:i('~ei\\l'~d'o ,.:::..r.,~: : 'toilcce t:· ourr,::;i:• ,,,.,•., J:_~J~L-, ,'(,>·. 11~~~~_. ,. , ., ,P, ~-_.::, :- ,;ii 
, p~ftA-eat~m'}Ji.f ~~~~~•l¼J.{i~~ ..... -_.-~-. ·;>i._: -:•J}~ --~~ .. - I 
• . .~ -··-••'"'• '••·••· .. ~ -' . • , ., . --~'I'-",. • . ., < • ~. ·• ... ... " - '·'· '• 
The author of Kelley's letter to Klass, presumably from 

the Bureau's external affairs office, appended a back­
ground note to the Bureau's file copy. It concludes: 

':a .. ,,r~ ~~t~«f··''ratessodaif 'witri so· ·.-. • '; 
r aMi~ flh~-:t~v~1iie~·ili ~ -cafui'+4 ti,r 1,· ri,i;~'~:·-~ 
; :iii~ii~\n0$f' , ~ sii~b~ ,ci~uiJtffi:l~~-btil~i 
, ~1et.~n~(ia~ ~ ·no ~sii:~~µng ,re~uta,tlo~·'11~ -·;} 
has twice been under FBI' mvestig~tion in connection , 
w\~:ajt h~~tli~ri~ci ~u~~ca~to~:q( ~ills11it\ed'infyi:-'. -~ 
matiorr. Blitlt of these- cases- are closed; '!'fhe National • -~ 
TattlerJ':a ~lipping from which i<lass,.encl~ed,·is a./ ? 

• taBfotd•wfilclii 'untiftee~y: specialized in l>awdy_ ••• 'i; 
sex stories but now de.als in. s.ensaUonalum manu- • · ~ 

- factured by ~ssly distorting stones· essodeted: .with .;, 
p~~ile~tpe_rs'o~~~·age~cie~ .. >· ._.,:;.: ....... > ;· • .,,, 
Egeds! Could this possibly be the same Phil Klass who, 

back in the eighties, got on the phone to pressure officials 
at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln to withdraw their 

......................... .. ..................................... ......... .. ....... .................... ... .......... 
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offer of facilities for holding a UFO-research conference, 
on the grounds that some of the anti-UFO-secrecy confer­
ees might have communistic leanings? 

As one of those conferees, I'll always remember my own 
close encounter with Klass in the public square during 
that period. It came as we both accepted the invitation of 
a Baltimore TV talk show to present a point-counterpoint 
segment on the UFO issue. 

In the Green Room as we were preparing to go on stage, 
Klass tried his best to display his cordial side, as if he 
merely were a harmless garden snake sunning himself 
amidst the marigolds. His small talk focused on querying 
me about where I'd attended school and who's my current 
employer. 

Uh-oh, I said to myself; here comes the (expected) tactic 
by which he's planning to, some day, subject me to the 
same harassment he'd visited upon the late UFO-oriented 
scientist Dr. James E. McDonald, whose effects from being 
thus Klassi-fried became tragic. 

Things went downhill swiftly. During my brief slide-show 
presentation of some key cases from ufological history, Klass 
seethed with anger and accusatory remarks, labeling each 
case a hoax without providing any evidence thereof. 

During a commercial break, the show's staffers tried to 
coax me into arguing Jerry Springer-style with this would­
be "expert on the UFO myth." I declined, preferring to 
just laugh at him whenever he deigned to ply his role as 
professional bully. 

I needn't have bothered to laugh, because the audience 
already had summed up the event as a case of Klass-dis­
missed. I still have a videotape of that show, and I hope 
it'll fetch some big bucks when my daughter puts it up for 
auction on eBay.com upon my own demise. 

Some day, historians might view Klass's dossier as be­
ing more important for what it excludes than for what it 
includes. In particular, where's all the Klass-related docu­
mentation fueling the controversy over the 1980s-leaked 
information about the so-called Operation Majestic-12, 
the alleged supersecret twelve-member panel of high­
ranking military personnel and senior scientists set up by 
President Truman in 1947 to conceal and technologically 
exploit various knowledge/artifacts retrieved from one or 
more crash-landed flying saucers? 

In this regard, see Nick Redfem's article "M}-12 and the 
Bureau" in the June-July 2003 issue (Vol. 18, No. 3) of UFO 
Magazine. "According to [author Howard) Blum," writes 
Redfern, "on June 4, 1987 UFO skeptic Philip J. Klass wrote 
to William Baker, assistant director of the [FBI's) Office of 
Congressional and Public Affairs: 'I am enclosing what pur• 
port to be Top Secret/Eyes Only documents, which have 
not been properly declassified, now being circulated by 
William L. Moore, Burbank, California 91505.' " 

Most of us familiar with Klass's nasty tactics for coun­
tering his ufological opponents view his letter to Baker as 
just another example of his obsessive, desperate campaign 
to smear, intimidate, and assault the opposition. 

Savor this irony: here we have Klass-himself an un­
abashed, pants-down-caught publisher of leaked defense 

information-parading around town with his flag of righ­
teous indignation over certain ufologists' receipt of alleged 
documentation confirming and exposing the government 
cover-up of the Deepest Secret. 

If his dossier settles anything important, it's this: No 
agency in its right mind would've hired him for so much 
as file-clerking, much less for leading any counterintel­
ligence effort to deflect researchers' coming too close to 
The Secret. 

Perhaps the most charitable conclusion we can draw 
from his dossier is that Klass, clueless about the value of 
legitimate UFO research and classless in his interpersonal 
relations, had become a caricature of scientism. As such, 
he would have fared well in the Bush II administration, 
making Karl Rove look like an angel. 

Alas, he rightfully merited no respect from true scholars 
and real gentlemen. Within that big cranium of his was 
housed, along with an obviously high IQ, the smallest, 
meanest of minds-one that jinxed any chance he might 
have had toward achieving greatness. uFo 

From his home in Alexandria. Virginia, Larry W. 
Bryant directs the Washington, D.C. office of the pub­
lic-interest group Citizens Against UFO Secrecy. His 
book UFO Politics at the White House: Citizens Rally 
'round /lmmy Carter's Promise is available from 
Galde Presa, Inc. c-w.galdepress.com ). He welcomes 
communication from the public at his email address: 
overtci@cavtel.net 

American Demonology 
continued from page '15 

walldng--without a net-<>ver a potentially consciousness­
shattering military secret--61'8 not difficult to imagine. 

In An American Demonology, Bennett raises Ruppelt 
to a mythically heroic level, as he did previously with 
Adamski and Fort, in part by the often extremely poetic 
use of language and the skillful sketching in of relevant 
historical background that fixes Ruppelt's story firmly in 
those more innocent early days of Ufology. In terms of the 
sheer beauty of his writing style, Bennett has few equals 
in the field of UFO studies. and it's a shame that this new­
est book is only a scant 166 pages. 

Did Captain Edward Ruppelt knowingly conceal the 
truth about UFOs from a gullible American public in his 
time as head of Project Blue Book? And did he, as the 
book's dustcover claims, "try desperately to convince the 
American Air Force that UFOs were real?" While Colin 
Bennett cannot answer those questions completely, he can 
at least entertain and inform us in a voice uniquely his 
own, and offer us a fresh perspective on a sorely neglected 
figure in American history, one who may who have held 
the key to so many of the mysteries of the UFO phenom­
enon. As a history of our own military's bewildered re­
sponse to interlopers from another world, An American 
Demonology is an instant and essential classic. uFo 

An American Demonology: Flying Saucers Over 
the White House, by Colin Bennett, is available from 
Headpress, U.K., on the web at https://securebostZ.zen. 
co.ulc/headpress/default.asp 
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Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Wa.wngton. D.C. 20505 

31 May 2006 

This is a final response to your 8 August 2004 Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request for records pertaining to John Joseph McCarthy, Jr. We processed 
your request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 562, as amended, and the CIA 
Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 431. Our processing included a search for records as 
described in our 9 September 2004 letter and our 28 April 2006 acceptance letter. 

We did not locate any records responsive to your request. 

Although our searches were thorough and diligent, and it is highly unlikely 
that repeating those searches would change the result, you nevertheless have the 
legal right to appeal the finding of no records responsive to your request. You also 
have the right to appeal the decisions made in our 9 September 2004 letter. Should 
you choose to do so, you may address your appeal to the Agency Release Panel within 
45 days from the date of this letter, in my care. Please explain the basis of your 
appeal. 

The cost for your request amounts to $110, consisting of 10 computer searches 
at $10 each, and fifteen minutes professional search time at $10 per quarter hour. 
You are entitled to receive two hours free search (equivalent to $80) as a requester in 
the "all other" fee category. Therefore, the cost to you is $30. Please send your check 
or money order to me in this amount, payable to the Treasurer of the United 
States, citing Reference Number F-2004-01956 to ensure proper credit to your 
account. 

Sincerely, 

'- ~~~ C:::::,-----~;;o, .. .L.'------
Scott Koch 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C01333876 
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Central Intelligena: Agmcy 

Washing10n. D.C. 20SOS 

26 May2006 

Mr.L 

Reference: F-2006-01045 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

The office of the Information and Privacy Coordinator has received your 
4 May 2006 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for: 

"a copy of all CIA-generated and CIA-received records 
pertaining to Lt. Col. [Philip James] Corso and his 
associations, activities, congressional testimony, and 
motivations." 

We have assigned your request the reference number above. Please use this 
number when corresponding so that we can identify it easily. 

For your information, the FOIA authorizes federal agencies to collect 
fees for records services. You will note on the enclosed fee schedule that we 
charge search fees, including computer time where indices are computerized, 
and copying costs for releasable documents. In accordance with Section (a) of 
the schedule, search fees are assessable even ifno records are found or, if 
found, we determine that they are not releasable. This means you will be 
charged even if our search results are negative or if we determine that no 
information is releasable under the FOIA. The search fees for each item in a 
request are usually about $150. 

Your letter states that you are submitting this request as an 
independent writer and, therefore, request that search and review fees be 
waived as a "representative of the news media." Your current request, 
however, does not appear to satisfy the criteria our published regulations 
require to receive preferential fee treatment as a representative of the news 
media. You may find these criteria at 32 C.F.R. § 1900.02 (h)(3). Before we 
can determine the proper fee category for your request, please provide, 
pursuant to 32 C.F.R. § 1900.02 (h), additional information on why and how 
the documents you seek: 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C01 333876 
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• concern current events; 
• interest the general public; 
• enhance the public understanding of the operations or 

activities of the U.S. Government; and 
• how you plan to disseminate the information to a significant 

element of the public at minimal cost. 

Please specifically address each of these points. Your thorough response will 
help ensure that we place your request in the most appropriate and favorable 
fee category possible. 

Without the data requested above, your fee categorization will be that of 
"all other," which means that you will be required to pay charges which 
recover the cost of searching for and reproducing responsive records (if any) 
beyond the first 100 pages of reproduction and the first two hours of search 
time, which will be furnished without charge. We will assess copying costs at 
the rate of ten cents per page. 

For your information, we have conducted a previous search for records 
on Colonel Corso and no responsive documents were located in CIA holdings. 
However, it is our understanding that there are Office of Strategic Services 
(088) records on Philip J. Corso held at the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) under Job No. 57-102, Boxes 73 and 74. Also, please 
be aware that the CIA is not authorized to release records originated by other 
Government agencies even ifwe were to locate any. Therefore, we would not 
be authorized to release any "CIA-received records," should any such records 
be located. We can conduct a new search on your behalf, when we receive the 
information requested above. 

Meanwhile, we will hold your request in abeyance for 45 days from the 
date of this letter, pending your clarification-of the points above. Ifwe do not 
hear from you within that time, we will assume that you are no longer 
interested in receiving the information you seek and we will close the case. 

Sincerely, 

S=¢Jf.-..c.L.;._.---
Scott Koch 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 
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Mr. Larry W. Bryant 
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Ceotral Intelligence Ageoc.y 

Wasb.ingtoo, D.C. 20505 

20June 2006 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

We received your 5 June 2006 letter seeking to appeal our 
• 31 May 2006 response to your Freedom of Information Act request for records 

pertaining to John Joseph Mc_Carthy, Jr. 

Our records indicate you have an outstanding fee balance of $30.00 for this 
request. We therefore cannot accept your appeal under the rules outlined in Part 
1900 of Title 32 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1900.42(c). I have 
enclosed a highlighted copy for your reference and retention. 

Your concern regarding your fee status and your request for information on 
"Philip Julian Klass" will be addressed in separate correspondence. 

-Enclosure 
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To: I 
From: ~ .. ~L~a_r_r_y--,w=-=-. ---=s-r_y_a_n~t~'~' l,..-J------------,1 

Subject: Fwd: CIA's Stonewalling of My m Requester-Status Appeal 
Cc: 

Bee: 
Attachments: 

u,te: Thu, 29 Jun 2006 16:20:10 -0400 
To. I I .------------, 
From. "Larry W. Bryant" ~---=---=-=----,---,-------,,---~ 
Subject: CIA's Stonewalling of My FOIA Requester-Status Appeal 

TO: Chairman 
,.._, 
s 

CIA FOIA-Records Agency Release Panel °' <-u. s. Central Intelligence Agency C r--
Washington, DC 20505 N 

.l:: 

PROM: Larrl w. Br:yant 
~ 
c;x;> . 

I . 

DATE: June 29, 2006 

By his June 20, 2006, letter to me (copy enclosed), your FOIA 
coordinator Scott Koch continues to deny my FOIA requester status as an 
independent writer (i.e., "representative of the news media" ) focusing 
on national security affairs. 

But, now, Mr. Koch's latest denial further embeds your agency in a FOIA 
tarbaby of its own making -- by imposing upon me an extortionist fee of 
$30.00 for initial CIA processing of my FOIA request (No. F-2004-01956) 
for all CIA records pertaining to former CIA Project Cherry operative 
John Joseph McCarthy, Jr. This official extortionist refusal to process 
my FOIA appeal of June 5, 2006, unless I pay the contested $30.00 
creates a "Catch-22" for my current and future FOIA requests by 
declaring, in effect, "You, Mr. Bryant, have no right to appeal a 
fee-waiver denial unless you first pay the (erroneously) assessed fee 
for any current/past cases." This policy mocks the spirit of the u. s. 
Freedom of Information Act, and further explains why your agency has 
been (dis)honored by its recent receipt of the National Security 
Archive's "Rosemary Award.'' 

In the interest of reopening and expediting my requester-status appeal 
of June 5, 2006, and of making sure that Mr. Koch refrain from 
sabotaging my FOIA request of May 4, 2006 (re the late U. S . Army (Ret.) 
Lt. Col. Philip J. Corso's CIA-related revelations), I'm enclosing a 
check for $30.00, made payable to the treasurer of the United States. 
Please note that in no way does this paid-under-protest payment 
constitute a waiver of any of my FOIA rights in any past/ current/ future 
requests/appeals/litigation. Indeed, as regards the ~xpected litigation 
ensuing from continued CIA denial of my requester status, I plan to seek 
CIA reimbursement of that erroneous assessment. 

Also note that, as a supplement to my requester-status appeal of June 5, 
2006, I ' m enclosing a copy of my column from the July 2006 issue of UFO 
Magazine (titled "Bryant's UFO View: Corso's Curse"). From this essay, 

1 
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you (and anyone else) readily can discern the public's stakeholdership 
in learning and discussing more about your agency ' s past/current /future 
role in suppressing hard-core evidence of UFO-E.T. reality. With or 
without CIA cooperation, researchers /writers like me will continue to 
let that evidence speak for itself -- via whatever "news media" that 
might lend themselves to the process. 

To ironically invoke the words of President George W. Bush: "You're 
either with us or against us." If the latter, then be prepared to 
receive next year ' s Rosemary Award for FOIA conduct unbecoming a federal 
agency. 

By snail-mail, I ' m sending to you a signed copy of this e-formatted 

letter . j I 

LARRY W. BRYAN ·'---------------' 
Director, Washington, D.C., Office of Citizens Against UFO Secrecy 

Copies furnished to: 

Editor, UFO Magazine htt~;//www.ufomag.com > 

Chairman, Committee on Government Reform -- U.S. House of 
Representatives 
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Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

] 

Ct:tural lntdlige1x:e Agency 

W:tshu1g1011, D.C. !0505 

20 June 2006 

We received your 5 June 2006 letter seeking to appeal our 
31 May 2006 response to your Freedom of Information Act request for records 
pertaining to John Joseph McCarthy, Jr. 

Our records indicate you have an outstanding fee balance of $30.00 for this 
request. We therefore cannot accept your appeal under the rules outlined in Part 
1900 of Title 32 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1900.42(c). I have 
enclosed a highlighted copy for your reference and retention. 

Your concern regarding your fee status and your request for information on 
"Philip Julian Klass" will be addressed in separate correspondence. 

conK::: ~ 
In ormat1on and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 
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From "Lmy W. Bryant' 
~--------

( t\dd to address book) (:\dd to recent ;iddrcsscs) (,\dd to blacklist) 

Date 

To 

6i5/20CY, 2:30:27 run 

Subject FOIA Appeal re CIA-maintained ~kCarthy Records and Corso Records 

TO: Chainnan 
CIA Rccords-Releue Panel 
C/0 Scott Koch, Information and Privacy Coonlinator 
U. S. Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 

FROM: Larry W. Bryant 

I 
DA TE: June S, 2006 

Your FOIA coordinator Koch'• letters to me of May 31, 2006, and May 
26, 2006, have made it even clearer to me why your agency has 
received the George Washington University-based National Security 
Archive's Rosemary Awatd (for your demonstrated disdain for the U.S. 
Freedom of Information Acrs inherent ,upport of the public's 
right-to-know). 

Accordingly, in order to help counll!lr that disdain and to advance the 
public's interest/benefit in knowing the darker side or your agency's 
policies/progrlltlllpcacticea, I hereby appeal Mr. Koch's actiona taken 
via the abovo-cited letters, while alao serving notice tbat your 
denial of my appeal will heighten my resolve IQ seek judicial remedy 
therefor. My prevailing in that lawsuit would require your agency to 
reimburle me my attorney's fees. 

First of all, your final response (May 31, 2006) to my Aug. 8, 2004, 
request No. F-2004-01956, re former U.S. Army captain John Joseph 
McCarthy, Jr., ern in denying my status u au independent wrill!lr 
cntided to full waiver of records-aearcb fees. Wbllt's more, bad 
your records searcher conducted a seuch of all n:,cords pertaining to 
the CIA-managed, clandeatine, Vietnam-era operation called PROJECT 
CHERRY. he would've discovered that McCarthy bad been assigned to 
that project For background infonnalion on that aulgruneot pleue 
peruse McCal1hy's current-events-blog website 
btlp://jobnmcca1thy90066.tripod/idl.html. As McCarthy's blog 
documenll, his (Anny-CIA-compelled) role in PROJECT CHERRY led IQ bis 
becoming Ille fall-guy for your agency'• ill-conceived and illicit 
application of CHERRY actions/useta apnst the Cambodian 
government. Such official malfeaaaru:e by ANY U. S. agency during 
wartime would by definition have permanent value to the public's 
underslllnding and evaluation or that a,ency's conduct put, preaent. 
and future. 

My ell:pected lawauit, therefore, would seek your agency'• production 
of a Vaughn index to determine why Mr. Koch bas chosen not to oea,cb 
all CHERRY-related records pertaining ID McCarthy's caae. That 
reque11 for a Vaughn index alao would seek a copy of the entire FOIA 
case files on all other McCarthy-related FOJA requul! procesaed to 
date by your agency, The lawsuit also would request that the court 
conduct an in-camera inspection or all CHERRY-related records 
pertainina to McCarthy. 

Since Mr. McCarthy's web log (a.k.a. 'blog') qualifies u a news (and 
information) medium widely available to military-affairs researchers, 
political analyst,, scholars, cultural activists, congreumen, 
historians, and jurists worldwide, it enhances my ability to share my 
writings and resean::b finding on such national-security matters u 
the McCarthy Sap. His story, incidentally, figures in my cWTCnt 
First Amendment lawsuit of Bryant v, Rumsfeld, et al., whereby I'm 
challenging certain miH&ary comma.nden' censorship o( a series of 
whistleblower-solicitation advertisements I've sent - aa an 
independent writer-researcher- for publication in various post/base 
ncwspape11. In this regard, the U. S. District Court for the 
District or Columbia has acknowledged my status aa an independent 
writer tnliUed 10 have his Fint Amendment claim, or 
freedom-of-speechifreedom-of-press properly adjudicaled. 

In 1he second matter at issue here (my May 4, 2006, FOIA request No. 
F-2006--01045, by which I seek a copy of all CIA-generated and 
CIA-received records pertaining to the late Anny Lt. Col. (Rel.) 
Philip James Corso and his associations, activities, congressional 
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testimony. and motivations), I note that, once again. Mr. Koch, via 
hie May 26, 2006, letter to me, insists on questioning my status u 
an independent writer representing one or more news media. How much 
time do you really wish to •pend here on my justifying my existence 
.• and would you rather spend it in the comfort of your office than 
in a courtroom? 

Al any rate, please note that Corso's whistlcbtowing accoun~ 
published in his 1997 memoirs 'The Day After Roswell." implicatu 
your agency in the policies, programs, and operations of a 
supersccret panel of UR>-relall:d experts called l\,lajestic-Twelvc. 
Corso's role a, a Pentagon-based intcltigence/R&D analyst in helping 
exploit the advancied technological artifacts retrieved from the July 
1947 crash-landing of a 'flying saucer' near Roswell, N.M .. 
reverberates, to this day, in the UFO press. 

Indeed, in my column scheduled for the July 2006 i•sue of the 
newsstand periodical UFO magazine, I focus my attention on the Corso 
story. In UFO magazine's April 2006 issue, my column ("Bryant's UFO 
View') presents a similar essay on the FBI'• recent disclosure of ill 
dossier on UFO aulltor-personality Philip J. Klass• (s.:e encloted 
photo-copy of said essay). Earlier, upon the now-suspended website 
of the public-Interest Group Ci tizcns Against UFO Secrecy, I had 
published a an essay about Corso's FBI dossier, which mentions his 
:itteged CIA connection1. 

In a forthcoming issue of UFO mapZine. my column will dwell on the 
second edition of a book titled "Exempt from Disclosure: The 
Disturbing Cue About the UFO Coverup." by Robert M. Collins, a 
fonner USAF captain privy to insido knowledge about the government'• 
technological ellploitation ofRoswellian-debri1 artifacts. The 
book's revelations include MJ-12-relallod material allegedly 'leaked' 
from CIA records •• a matter of utmost conoem to the public's 
awareness of the CIA role in the coverup of the UFO experience. 

As with the McCarthy Saga, Collins'• book baa been the focus of one 
of my recent ad submission,•· a submission that was flatly rejected 
by public affairs officiala at Langley Air Force Bue, Va, as being 
in contradiction of the official USAF viewpoint on UFO reality. 
Again, such official censonhlp of an independent writer's 
research/writing deserves both public outcry and oversight as to 
agency motivatiOIII and operations. 

UFO magazino'1 website, http://www.ufolllllg.com , further extends the 
news-<liuemi.nation rea.:h of lhi• multimedia organization, thus 
affording me a wide audience for my worlc product 

My column in UFO magazine bas been preceded by my UFO-related 
articles and book reviews publilhed in the newsstand magazine PA TE: 
True Reporu of the Strange and Unknown •· published by Galdo Pren, 
Inc. (galdeprencom), with whom rm under contract for my second 
book. Incidentally, my first book -- ' UFO Politics at the White 
House: Citizens Rally 'round Jimmy ~rter's Promise' •· drew its 
content from citizens' UFO-related letten to Pres. Carter. as 
USAP-<lisclosed to me via the U. S. Freedom of Information Act 

So, you see that this capsule of my track record as an independent 
wriler amply qualifies mo to receive a full search-fee waiver for any 
current/future FOIA ™\llelll! submitted as part of my ongoing 
research/anatysi1. Therefore, please grant me this appeal by 
immediately rescinding Mr. Koch's denial of my documented, reiterated 
requeeter status. 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a signed printout of this e,.formatted letter. 

LARRY w. BRYANT I 
Copy furnished to: Chai!-. rrnan--.~S~ubc~ omm- ~ilt_ee_o_n~Oo~ v-em_me_,nt Managemen~ 
Finance, and Accountability • U. S. House of Representatives 

• P. S.: I hereby request that Mr. Koch also proce•• this letter as 
a formal. written FOIA request that he send me a copy of all 
QA-maintained records pertaining to the activities, associations. 
correspondence, and motivations of the late Philip Julian Klass. 

tp:llwebm1il.c1vtel.aet/webm1il.cgi 
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Mr.L W. Bryant 
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Canral lntelligcnoe Agency 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

2 August 2006 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

This acknowledges receipt of your check number 259 dated 29 June 
2006 in the amount of$30.00 to cover the costs associated with your 8 August 
2004 Freedom of Information Act request for "a copy of all CIA-generated and 
CIA-received records pertaining to Mr. [John Joseph] McCarthy, Jr.'s military 
career, his CIA-directed activities, his associated communications, his post­
'Cherry' litigation history, and his CIA-managed 'case file'." 

We credited your account in full and thank you for your payment. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Koch 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C01346067 
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FOIA \□01956 Bryant Follow-up 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

I Mr. Larry W. Bryant 

Reference: F-2004·01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

• Washington. D.C. 20505 

28 August 2006 

This is further to our letter of 20 June 2006 concerning your 5 June 2006 
letter appealing our response to your Freedom of Information Act request for records 
pertaining to John Jo.seph McCarthy, Jr. Specifically, you are appealing the 
adequacy of our search, which resulted in the determination that no records 
responsive to your request were located. 

Your appeal has been accepted and arrangements will be made for its 
consideration by the appropriate members of the Agency Release Panel. You will be 
advised of the determinations made. 

In order to afford requesters the most equitable treatment possible, we have 
adopted the policy of handling appeals on a first-received, first-out basis. At the 
present time; our workload consists of approximately 200 appeals awaiting completion. 
In view of this, some delay in our reply must be expected, but I can assure you that 
every reasonable effort will be made to complete a response as soon as possible. 

~ • 0 oc 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

(b )(6) 
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PIPD MEMO 
F-2004-01956 

DATE: 08/29/2006 

MEMO TO: IRG DATABASE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
Case Number: F-2004-01956 OPENA 
Tasked on: 08/28/2006 

(b )(3) 
(b)(6) 

Requester: BRYANT, LARRY 
Case Subject JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR & HIS MILITARY/CIA 
CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 

(b)(3) 
(b)(S) 

Sent on: 08/30/2006 at 03: 16:49 PM 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 o C01354852 
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PIPD MEMO 
F-2004-01956 

DATE: 09/13/2006 

MEMO TO: IRG DATABASE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
Case Number: F-2004-01956 OPENA 
Tasked on: 08/28/2006 
Requester: BRYANT , LARRY 

(b)(3) 
(b )(6) 

Case Subject: JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR & HIS MILITARY/CIA 
CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY'' 

REPLY: 
1. This is in response to Larry Bryant's 08 August 2004 initial FOIA 

request and subsequent 05 June 2006 FOIA appeal for " ... a copy of all 
CIA-generated and CIA-received records pertaining to Mr. (John Joseph) 
McCarthy's military career, his CIA-directed activities, his associated. 
communications, his post-'Cherry' litigation history, and his CIA-managed 'case 
file."' Specifically, Mr. Bryant is appealing the adequacy of the Agency's search. 

4. This concludes action by thQ n this request 

Sent on: 09/13/2006 at 08:10:24 AM 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/1 0 C01359541 
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I Mr. I.my W. B=t 

Reference: F-2004-01956 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C01382105 

Central Intelligence Agency 

WIIShingn,, D.C. 20505 

NOV 15 2(0) 

This responds to your 5 June 2006 letter in which you appealed our 31 May 2006 response 
to your Freedom of Information Act request for records pertaining to John Joseph McCarthy, Jr. 
Specifically, you appealed the adequacy of our search that resulted in our determination that no 
records responsive to your request were located. 

In accordance with Agency regulations set forth in part 1900 of title 32 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), the Agency Release Panel has considered your appeal. Although a 
thorough search was conducted at the appellate level, no records responsive to your request were 
located. Therefore, pursuant to subparagraph 1900.41 of title 32 of the C.F.R., the Agency Release 
Panel has denied your appeal. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, you have the right to 
seek judicial review of this determination in a United States district court. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED 

Scott Koch 
Executive Secretary 

Agency Release Panel 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C01382105 
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DS/ISC/IMS/IRRG/PIPD/ APPEAL□ 9 September 2006 

Distribution: 
Original - Addressee • 7-MORI & PIPD Appeal Subj<Ct File (F-2004-01956) 

No Deniers 
NRL 

Tasked: NCS/IRD (b)(3) 
DS/IRO (b)(6) 

0 1956 Bryant fin.doc 
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F-2004-01956 - Bryant 

Mr. Bryant's fee issues were addressed in our 19 July 2006 letter. 
See MORI 1342597. • 
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, 9/2/061:09 PM -0400, Fwd: Acnon l'l~nce re \.,IA rvJ.A a~cu,·µ1!1•01:ni'Ch-Fee-Wwver D 

To: C. 1 A 1 

F!'bm: "Larry w. Brya~t" I I 
·subject: Fwd: Action Nqtice re CIA m Records-Search-Fee-Waiver 

Denial 
Cc: 

Bee: 
Attachments: ' -. . . ... .... . . . . . ~ 
Date: Fri, 1 Sep 2006 23:53:28 -0400 
To: I J,__!_· ______ _ 
From: "Larry W. Bryant " 
Subject: Action Notice re CIA FOIA Records-Search-Fee-Waiver Denial 
Cc: 
Bee: 

TO: Mr. Scott Koch 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
U. S. Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 

FROM: Larr,ry_W~ ·~B=r~y~a=n~t __ _._ _ _ _ _ ~ 

DATE: September 1, 2006 

Since (1) your below-quote9 letter to me of Aug. 28, 2006, fails to 
mention my June 5, 2006, appeal of your agency's rejection of my FOIA 
requester status as a "representative of the news media, " and (2) the 
recently filed complaint in the federal FOIA lawsuit of National 
Security Archive v. Central Intelligence Agency ( 
http;//www,gwu,edu/-nsarchi,y/news/20060614/index.htm) cites current CIA 
policy/practice that such r'·equester-status rejections are 
administratively unappeala~le, I hereby serve notice upon your agency 
that my attorney has instru.ctions to file suit, as soon as possible, in 
the U. S. District Court fdr the District of Columbia to contest this 
rejection that has led to your agency's unlawful, harmful denial of my 
past/current / fu~ure requests for records-search-fee waivers. 

To complete the administrati ve record in this matter, I refer you to t he 
following Internet-based petition by which I ' m garnering publ i c support 
for my formal challenge to your agency's applicati on of arbitrary, 
capricious, and discriminat ory standards violative of my rights under 
the U. S. Freedom of Infontlation Act and the First · Amendment to the u. 
s. constitution: http;//w:tw,petitionpnline,com/ciafoia/petition.htrnl . 

1 

(b )(6) 

(b)(6) 

By snail-mail, I'm sending to you a signed pri ntout of this e -for matted 
letter . 

j (b)(6) 

LARRY w. BRY Ti - --- ------ --' 

Columnist for UFO Magazine 

Copies furnished to: 

Jonathan L. Katz, Esq. (Silver Spring, Md.) 

Printed for "Larry W. Bryant" 1 (b)(6) 
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I , 9/2/061:09 PM-0400, Fwd: Action No~ce re CIA FOIA Records-Search-Fee-Waiver D 

I -Nanq Birnes, Editor of UFO Magazine ( http;//www.ufomag.com) 

TEXT OF MR. KOCH'S LETTER OF AUG. 28, 2006, TO L.W.B.: 

Dear Mr. Bryant (Reference: F-2004-01956) 

This is further to our letter of 20 June 2006 concerning your 5 June 
2006 letter appealing our response to your Freedom of Information Act 
request for records pertaining to John Joseph McCarthy, Jr. 
Specifically, you are appealing the adequacy of our search, which 
resulted in the determination that no records responsive to your request 
were located. 

Your appeal has been accepted and arrangements will be made for its 
consideration by the appropriate members of the Agency Release Panel. 
You will be advised of the determination made. 

In order to afford requesters the most equitable treatment possible, we 
have adopted the policy of handling appeals on a first-received, 
first-out basis. At the present time, our workload consists of 
approximately 200 appeals awaiting completion. In view of this, some 
delay in our reply must be expected, but I can assure you that every 
reasonable effort will be made to complete a response as soon as 
possible. 

2 

Printed for "Larry W. Bryant' 2 
(b)(6) 
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C06990110 

Task ID: 

Case Manager: 

Special Handling: 

From: 

Case Action: 

Send Date: 

3228007 

PIPD 

Search 

05/01 /2006 

(b)(3) 
(b)(6) 

Approved for Release: 2025/06/10 C06990110 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Task Information 

Case ID: F-2004-01956 

Requester Name: BRYANT, LARRY 

Exl Agency: 

To: (b)(3) 

Task Type: Search 

Due Date: 

Date of Report: 01/17/2023 

Phase: Initial 

Topic: 

Return Date: 05/25/2006 

Grant Code: C_ J (b)(5) Sub Code: (b)(5) 

Subject: 

Instructions: 

Response: 

COMMENTS 

Date 

JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR. & HIS MILITARY/CIA CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 

Please process the above mentioned request. 
JOHN JOSEPH MCCARTHY 

User Comment 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Case Action: 

Send Date: 
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Search 
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Task Information 

Case ID: F-2004-01956 

Requester Name· BRYANT, LARRY 

Ext Agency: 

To: ] (b)(3) 

Task Type: Search 

Due Date: 

Sub Code: 

Date of Report: 01/17/2023 

Phase: Initial 

Topic: 

Return Date: 05/10/2006 

JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR. & HIS MILITARY/CIA CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 

Please process the above mentioned request. 
JOHN JOSEPH MCCARTHY 

User Comment 
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Topic: 
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Subject: JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR. & HIS MILITARY/CIA CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 
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Subject: JOHN JOSEPH MACCARTHY, JR. & HIS MILITARY/CIA CAREER & HIS INVOLVEMENT W/PROJECT "CHERRY" 

Instructions: 

Response: 

COMMENTS 

Date User Comment 
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