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6_May 1974 

l.illMORANDUNt FOR: Inspector <;;eneral 
.. . . 

SUBJ'ECT : Projec~ O~EN 
.. . . 

.. ·:: . ; ~ .· ... . -... 
·".. : . - ··:r·~.r : 

l. The purpose o£ this memorandu.m. is to document to the 
bes.t o! my knowledge the activities associated with Project 
OFTEN. I 2.In :..Vriti-.lg this ~!:the request o£ Mr~ r. 
Deputy Inspector General. I am. writing it at this point. in time : .. 
becau.s~ (a.) in a recent telephone conversation with the Office o£ · ' 

·:it became apparent that there b very · • · 
little written iniorm.ation available on the project; (b) all of the key 
pe~pl~ associat~d 'With the project are no lon5~r with tbc.A1;enLy; (c) 
I am resigzang from. the Central Intelligence Agency on 11 May 1974 .. 
I hope this mern.orandwn and attachments will never be needed. but 
I believe it i~ in the interest o! CIA: to tuve the !ollowing iniorma.ti9n.. 

docwncnted in case it should be required. · -~- .: ·. ·:· ·._ .:· ... t:.;·:.~ . 
2. The p::-oject dealt with the !:lehavioral effects of chetr:Ucal . ~ -· 

cc::n?ol.!!l-.:!s {d:t·ug$) on hUinans. Numeruus source8 of con1pcu.nds ~--:· 
and data b<:.">es were used including private industry·, other t1. s. -:-; · · _. 
Governm.ent agencies, and foreign sources. An entire re::.earch · .·; · . 
cycle V.'iLS set up, Irom the discovery of new 'compounds or the ·. : ~ ..... -· 
ce'\•elr-)p~ent oJ' hybdds. to a.JJ~l.a! scrceni!l.g, to clinical (ht~) :~ · · · 
testing. Nw:nerous data bases we:re acqu.i:-eci "to help rcS.r..e our · -~-. · 
search !or candidate compounds.. . . : } ., .. ·:· . · ·· .. .;.-:~~~ _:.;.~;_;: -~ 

... • . . • . . . . :. .. • .. ,. : ~ ·• ~ ... ;:- .·:c-.. -. 

· 3. The following actiVities were conducted with the Edge.;.;,~d ~~~';. 
Arsenal. Edgewood, Maryland. 'we c;;btained ~large dat.a base hom .. 

' .. them. contaicing their animal toxicity screEn data.. They supplied 
U.S. Army volunteers !or: testing o! our candida.t~ compounds. We· 

. transferred funds to them !or their efiorts. As a result of this testir•g 
something call.c:d the "Boomer" was clcvelo?ed. A!t~r th~ project 
was can1:clled one rr..ore dat~ base was received containing their 
clinic:::-..1 dato:~. on hwn<U~.s. As the project had been cancelled this 
data La!:.~ was not: e:\:ploited but rernainec! in storage. At a rec~'"lt 
requ~:c.t of \I visited the 1 Building to help them. determine 

.• 
.. . ·. ~ . 

. . · . . 
: ._: -·~-sp.,. 

,, 



C00021975 

- ·~~~· 0 --· .. ····--------·· 

; 

-.. 
~ 

the nature of all the sto:::-ed co~p\;,~c::: data relati::1.g to the project. 
Upon e.-c~r.J.ng a listi.."lg o! the cli-:-:.ic~l data it b~carne cvidtnt thal 
the volunteers' ~~::"!.cs w~re inc~rporatcd in the data ba.se. l! the 
data base co:J.tains all of the information described on the !or~s 
used by the doctors at Edgewood, it seems t:Us data. base· c:oulcl be 

.. 
a :seve:-e_ invasion o! priv;:~.cy of these volw::1teers. One !orm, the 
biographical one, co;:nes to rn.ind inu:nediately. This form co!:ltai!'.lS 
questions about the ·,olunteers' sex life. alcohol and drug use, 
parents' .f.a.nli.ly li!e, and nw:ne:rous pel"~onal questi_on~i. I believe 
the volunteers never intended for this information to leave the 
control of the U.S. Army. It should be noted that (to the best or 
my k:no-..?ledge) - ·- · \had :r:lO 1--....nowledge o! the sensitivity of thh: da.fa.· ~ .· 
base until very recently since the data. base wc:.s not being exploikd. .. 
''fe ·also obtained their \'liswe• aer Line Nobli.cm {\'rLN) da~ bas~ . • 
which contained the WLN notation lor the compounds they hav~ · • . .. 
%esea.rcbea.. . .. · . · .. .;:~- ::· • 

.. 

. · ~ ... · .... ~ .. ~:::~.. .; 

4. The follcwing activities wern condl:d:ted with. . . I. .. ~ :: 
..... 

·· · ·.- \ They did all of the benci;J.work · •.:' .. · 
oi animal screening. They tool: the candidate compound~ z.n.d ran.·· · ·.; 
them through a series o! screens on such a.n.irnzls as mice, rata,· .-. 
cats, and monkeys. lt was a result of the~e screens that d~te:-mined 
'\Vhethe.r to go ahead with !urthcr testing in human Edgewood volunteert 
It '\.vas also through this contractor that funds were used to pay 
tm.iversity professors ·when ne.cJecl. . .I . ~·: .. · 

·.. -· . . . . . . ·.·-:;. :·. . :_ :·:.... . ·-~ :<-~-~~;:_·~.:: 
-5.. Several contractual agreements w~re made with p:-ivate- : 

industry. to receive new compounds of possiblEl interest to CIA.. · · · 
'Xb.eso eornpanies inclu-1·e 

I and a iew. 
other organ:.zations whose names I cannot remetnber. Nurn~ro_;s .._ . 

. . eornpounds were received !rom these organizations and the r"esW.ts.: ·. 
o.£ the screens. in the !o:::m of computer reports. were ret!u-ned to .· ~·. 
the sources o! the compounds. This was a deli.:a.te process.be-~all.'S~ . 

--·. - some of the compounds wel."e under patent consi-deration by thei-r ·: : · 
c .. 1m.panies. Several lorei'gn sources were alcoo ~sed but I did n.Ot .. · . 
have access to which ones. ·· 

; ':: .. · ........ . . 
G. An e!Iort was also put: forth to dc\·elop our o;.vn V/LN . ·· 

. . 
•: 

data. base. Assistance was received from e-xperts at Edgewood 
Arsenal and Fort Dietrich. 
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7. It was my belle! th~~ the ?roject had three prir.:1ary opera
tional purposes. First, it \v~s hoped that nc:w compou..'"l.ds could be 
derived .th::1t cocld be us-ed o!fe:tsively. An example would be to 
c:orne up with a compou:J.d that could simub.te a heart attack or 
a strokP.: in the t<:.rgctted individual, or perhaps a new hallucinogen. 
to cause the targettecl individual to a.c:t bizarrely. Second, it was 
hoped that blockers or even irr}munizations cou!d be developed !or .. 

. · lmown drugs. Although this would be xn&inly !or use by our people - •. 
in hostile enviromr_ents, any progress along these lines ~~rtainly 

·would ha.ve been , ·velcomed by conventional drug related agencies. 
";l'hird, it was my uuderstomding that· we would use profiles o! . . .• . · . 
volunteers who had rec:.ei.ved known drugs !or coxnpar.a.t.ive anYyDh.-~~f~~> . 
For exa..tnple. if one o! our people auddenly sb.rted adin.g peeGliarly~ ... _. 
a pro.filo o! hia aetio%1$ could be rtm through the data base t.~·see ii · ~ 

~ - .. 'Jda particular combination of ac:tion~ matched a.ZJ.'f knovm. drug prof"ue:D.; 
- · · · 'Yr __:.ddition to these thrf:'e _operatio~ul goals, other v10rk wa.s be!ng done 

. on a. permnted search capability· of the W'LN data ba.se. "l·her~ wero 
abo plans tu develop a !ile o! alllCAowu So\riet 1·ese.arch i.~ the d.x ug 
~ea. The basis !o'r rny understanding o! these goals was direct -~ . 

. conversations with the division chie! who had eont:ol over the proje~t,. 
· the project o!!icer who was rur..ning the project. and discu.ssion.s a.t · 
which I 'vas present. To rny knowledge .only one compound wa.s ever . 
pe:r!ec:ted. I have no knowledge of it or any other compound being 

~ .-
used oper2:-t.ionally. .··: ··. : , ~ : .":·· ~ ·---~~;:~.' ~·. 

s: I~ also a.tt:acbin~ a aerie~ o£ Activity ~-;;:~rt 'ro~:l~:~;_··~-;~·. 
used ov~r the years to doc~ent the progress of m.y- ef'Iorts. · While .. 
these !orrns represent cnly my ~a.rticip~tion ~ the p-rojecf. I bcliev& . : 
they do give precise in!ormation as to the ~ho. whe:c.. ~ wh~re r.>! 

~y ..,r th~ activities that were involved.. ~ .... .- .·:.: · ~ :·. .-·,. ~~-~~;.'~~J::: 
·9. U this znem.ora:ndw:n OX' its attachments sho.uld ra.ise .Curther 

·. questions. 1 would be: J:lappy to assist in any way to get the required . • 
· answers. However. as I previously mentioned I will be leaviD~ the • · 

Agency on 11 May 1974. U I do not receive any queries during this . 
time, I will assum.e this mem.orandurn and attachments were su!.ficient 
ao tha.t the Agency will not be eaught by any ~urprises !rom this 
projt:ct in the 'Iuture. . .. 

. · 

I 
Attachments: a/s 

~ -··--

-----------------------_______ ....----
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·;. 
;. 



C00021975 

--- -·-
--· ... : ..... 

r' i. 

~ ·. 

· .. . . 
. . 

.. . 

.• 

-~ 

. .;. ': . 
l. • ... .... · . 

-. 

·. 

0 

..... --....--

..•. 

.... . • 
•'< . ... . 

From.: 

· . 
Return to; 
. .. ·. . . . 

.. .. 
,•' 

., .... 
. ·.· .... . --.. - ........ . .. . ·· ... .. 

.· 

•, .· 

. · .. ·. 

. :: . . ::: 
. · - f .... 
.. ··.: . . .. . .... . . : ~- . 

.· 
... 

.·· 
• . 

'· 

:. 

-~ . 
. ·"' -.. . ···, 
~-. 

',t- Jewels File_:· 

. . . 

•, 

-.. . .. ;_ . 

J '· . -... ---.·- -
. 1 

.. ... . .. .. ' .. . ~ - -----·· . - . 

.. . 

·. 

· ... .. 
I" .: • . ... . . ... . . . 

~·. - ... · ... · .... ·. : . :· · .... : 

... 
... .. .. . 

: 

-: ..... : ::'r-J; 
..... : .... :\..}I .,. ... . .. .. 


