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10 FEB1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR:i ,Mr..Barry D, Ke11y,7MIO/SA 

susaécriy M ash TACANA Tc? Pregram 
M 

M *

» 

REFERENCE: e~_ ’ Memerand,fr0msMr5iBergy heiiy. NIOfi§A, tgsChairman, 
. 

‘T s TACANA.T§Ta§dB£8d ]2%I1/75; §ubJe¢t:* Guidance frem‘ 
h the PCP/TCT Evaluation Group (TS:Z@@$1Ze75) M

M 

1. The purpose of this memurandum is to caij ieur attention to the 
faet that the TAGANA TCT project is enterinq”a new phase which invoives 
tcertain risks you should be cognizant of officiaT1y. 

j_ ;2. To review. the purpose of the project is to test the capabiiity 
efigpigeons tp perform phetegraphie inteiligence euiiection missions 
*e9§fimst denied f§re1gn taréets; The birds wili carry-a small camera 
'§§ieh is aufibmatieaily actueted while they pass ever the target area. 
iifie training prggram wi]1_take place in the United States against targets‘ 
whheh wi11,§$mu18$e the performanee in a sqyeuuu Gpuntry. [he training‘ 
andgtest sites whieh have been selected are in fialiferhia, Gklahoma, and 
the fiashingtoh, D. C.,=area;_ The latter iocatien has been_se1ected for 
a fina1 test mission prior fie the conduct of a fereign~inte11igence mis- 
sion; In this final test the birds wili be trained ea f1v"frem a release 
point approrimateiy three miies from-the\ 

L

1 

to the simulated target at fend th§n€f1y;t@£$heir "heme"'"v 
appfoximate1y;50Imi1e$ away en asp ngion,3Bg-C;v*Thg¥$hpme" Jeeatien M 

wi11 be one of thé:Ageney7Bui1dings 1nflthe§ahea£'@EMF%Q§wfhe;¢Qursefofi._ 
testing and'training; it is possible that gémeybirdséwiijmbeiioét a1ong~ 
with their cameras. ~§hou1d a camera be reeavéregflpy;engupauthoh1zed 
eitigen age the film-developed, there is§theypGtejtig]?¥agpufifauerab1e;>

~ 

\pub11@ity»tQ ensue. 'Tha$§pub3ieity cuuidlgenE§1¥§5IY3€¢k€“§fi@"1*"e;th8t ‘ 

theflfieueppment is re1easfing birds to.phetegr§ph;uhwiiiiflgfpriyate citizens 
.as'annther,formnef i11ega1 domestic spyihg; In an effort ta preclude 0r‘ < 

.farestai1?such‘Erropeeusbéemeiusiehs;-we are instructing fihegsbntraetort 
[:;TTg:iAi"R@*l £9 ieheg the fiamera and camera harnesses. 

‘The labehs 
~w,:; Q mg; e:n1@%ING€@%sEARCH andiw1J1hcarry{4?4*f‘;fi*&a]te1eph0ne.

‘ 

number.» If uestiops.ar1se regard ng t e purpose o ,e_e ggrae M 

1~u‘§1§1‘1i*1!@@h'iW* he W-=se~=h@e cemmizs 1

M 

f1ightureutes"o$'the-birfie in eonneetion with research he is doihg in +h. 
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MEMORANDUM FORa .. Mr. Barry 11. Kel1y,NIO/SA 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 

.' TACANA tCTProgratn 

Memor~ndUlTl frsm Mr .J~alrr¥ ~ell.Y. NIOt'$A,~ tq~,.Ct1airman, 
TACANATCT. da~ed 12t.<H/75;Su"bjec~t: +'Gu'idance fram 
the PCPI'TCT <'Evaluation Group (TS-:2:0'6'67·a-1§) 

1. The purpose of this memorand.um is to eall your a\ttention to the 
fact that tbe TACANA TeT project is enterin~ranew ,phase which involves 
c'ertain risk$ you should be cognizant of officially • 

.. 

. :2. To review, the purpose of the project is to test the capabi.1ity 
of pigeons tp j!)erform photagrapb1e intelligence eollection missions 

:.'a,'st denl~d <:f~re.1gn t~rgets~ The birds will carry a 'small came.ra 
. " . ''''t· :~b is aw:1=bma:t",eally ac1n(.ted 'while th'ey'pass Oyer the target area. 

T"~· training,prp,gram will. u{keplace in the. UnitE!d States against targets 
wh'1rcb wi 1 1 ,.,s';iml!J·l a!~e the j!)erfa,rmanee fna 'fb~re;f:'gn' eo.un1?ry • The: tra 1 n 1'ng 
and,~est s:11ies whish, have b.een selected ar~ i,nea 1'1 fti>rn·; a ,Ukl af:toma, and 
theWashingtan;. D. C •• area. The latter locati~n ha.s. been selected for 
a final test rnls·sion prior to the conduct of a forei~A' ,intelligence mis-
Sloth In this final test the birds 'will r 1ned.'ti'0 fl from a release 

.. paint appro~1mately. t·hree m,;:-:-i--=-l e=, s=-o --=-fr--=o:..:."m=-t~h-=-z~~_~~~~~~~~~~.------J 
to~he simula'ted q,r9~t at 'an" th~n':~, :y; to'!.;." e r orne 
approximately',,SO miles away_ n 'as. n9 00,::6 •. ~~ 'Tb,l""lJlhOO,te" Jocat'lon 
wi·l1, be one 'of" the: Agency '~ui1 d1n~s1r,t,'bhe 'a,rea ;,iID(jrlttJ~>-:~tb'e:¢qyrse of .. 
test; 09 and Uta in i ng,~ ,1 t ,i sposs f:fill e,·. that ~ollle,cb1rdsj'w1~11·"be£'la·s t a lang 
wl~h the1 r camera.s. . '$,houJ~d' a tame,ra be, r~~a:vir~'t'.!,>y.a;fili~~.pau~~J'lep,:1 zetl 
cj'~1;ilen a{l~~ the"fHtrI ~e'lelapedtthere is' Ji:h'e,p·G;tej:t:1i~1,o,Ij;·unfav0rable " . 
,j!)tlbll'elty to ensue. Tb<1sj!),ublic'Uy caulct ~'Q.O'G",~iVb;bly:~taJ~~·\ttile Hne, that 
theGay,e~ruI1EmtiS relea'$;1itf9 birds to .phGtegraph,clhw:fl'lci'bg,:.;pr'ivate citizeJ)s 
as af.lotbe~.fonn.;o!f inegardome:sticspy1'hg~ In an effort't&preclude or. 
fG,restan~:$uclif err$oeaus, C(ijIil~l,tlsi.GhS ,we areinstructin,g :tibe,c'()f:l~ractor. 

I ,I t9, .'~a:~~l the. eallleraandcame.ra ha.rnesse·s. lShe label~ 
. w1,;U .be,~rkeQ .. ~~~~N,&':'~~E!'RC~, aind Y1i.11 carryi. I~~lephof:le 

nll1nmer; •. If gtlesi'iol!l·s;.a'l'!!~S~ r~,gardia~ the. purpose af"tn,~.'~a . q. .,' 
I. ' . ~~$1~0m~·wl:nc~\~e:~hat be uses' the camera:s\to", ,FIliIDeht;t~e , 
f11gmit :r(jutes~ of the bi!~'S' in Gonneetion w1:th researcb,:he i's 'Ho'1ngin ,.<:. 
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SUBJECT: TACANA TCT Program 0 

preparation for the publication of a book. In fact; he does indeed 
intend to publish a book that will deal with the knowledge gained from 
his lifetime experiences in the training of birds. ,' 

3.l If you feel that it would be advisable to take other precautions 
or to obtain other offieial authorization to continue with this work, 
please advise us at the earliest possible date. . 

*’ 
I » 
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preparation for .the publication of a book. Infact~ he does indeed 
intend to publish a book that will deal with the knowledge gained from 
his lifetime experiences in the t~a1nfngof birds. 

-, , 

3. If you feel that it would be advisable to take other precautions 
or to obtain other off101a1 authorization to., continue with this work, 
please advise us at ~he earliest possible date • 

.. '--------~-
Donald L Haas 

Director of ~esearch and Developrn~nt . 
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