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I.. INTRODUCTION 

The 23rd Annual Conference of the Parapsychology Foundation was 

-
held at the Hotel La Reserve, Geneva, Sui tzerland on AU.t.csust 26 ond 27, 

1974. The subjoct of the conference \Jas "Quantum Physics and ParapsycholoErJ", 

a topic selected at the instigation of Arthur Koestler, the well-kno'ffi 

author,. ~10 in recent years has interested himself in the subject of 

parapsychology. His recent book, ,The PUJotr of Coinc~ dence, reflects 

this interest. The putative relation between quantum physics and para-

psychology arises because the apparent non-common sense feat~res accepted 

in quantum physics may be analogous to the non-common sense features 

observed in parapsycholoGical phenomena. In any Case the conference 

'WaS ostensibly devoted to an exploration of the physical bases for 

parapsychology. 

Complete teA~s of ali ten of the papers presented at this conference 

bave previousl~r cecm supplied. A summary nnd critique of the contents 

of each of the ten papers appears in the Appendix of this report. At 

the 'conf8rence a discussion period folloHed the presentation of each paper, 

abd at the conclusion of th8 conference another more general discussion 

took place. The proceedings of this conference, containing both the 

subJrl.tted papers and the verbal discussion, is scheduled for publicatlon 

in June 1975 by tlw PDrapsycholoGY Foundation, Inc., 2!7 Hest 57th Street., 

Ne\J York. A brief official account of the conference Hill appear sooner 

1n their "Nm·Ts1ettcr of the Parapsycholoe:r Foundation tl • 

TIle ~ol1o\.,rinG discussion of conference cont.ent is based upon attendance 
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at (!,ll tho Dcssio!1s, subsequent studr of llri ttcm versions of the p3pers, 

ond private c:)l1v8!'sntions Hi th nenrly all of tho personali tics present. 

II. ANALYSIS OF THE PURPORT OF TIili COliFERENCE 

The renli ty of ESP 'IDS an accepted fact at thiG conference. Hhen 

discussion of tho reality of the phenomena occurred, it ,,,as concerned only 

with methods of secu.ring public acceptance and belief in paranol"1l19.1 

cognition. Some doubt was eh~ressed of the usefulness of pub~ic 

demonstrations to "blue-ribbon panels ll , but all aareed on the necessit;y 

of more research support. 

It became clear that there exists at present DQ adequate theory oi' 

paranormal perception which can furnish a physical basis for the phenomer~. 

The existing attempts at physical theories are speculative, incomplete, 

ot at best poorly substantiated; although some ideas were presented 

\lhich might furni,sh the s'eeds of fruitful investigation. 'lhese ideas 

are discussed in more detail beloi,'. 

~e conference evidenced a rough division of attitudes to\mrd 

parapsychology into tHO schools' of thought. Researchers share a general 

accept3nc0 of the strangeness of it all, but on the worldng level some 

believe' progress in undersknding can be achieved through e:;..-tensioll 

£:.nd usc or ey .. i.sting scientific knoHledge and methods, perhaps by some 

n~n-1 synthesis. 'TIle others basically favor a more philosophical and 

~stical approach, and believe that nothing short of a complete revolution 

of thought, maybG into lnOl'e spiri tu.!ll directions, cnn cope with the 

challenge. The "mystics" characterize th"3 physical approach as 
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nniv0 reductionism. The "rec1uctionis v~ ", for Incle of a better tCr.:l, 

retnin their faith in the efficacy of traditional scientific methods. 

'1'hese categories nre II convenient simplification of complex attitudes 

and 801.18 individuals show trnces of bot!:! o::;oientationn. 

In v:'e .. T· of tho con.feronce topic it .laS surprising that the "mystics" 

'",ere stronGly represent.ed. The prcsent.'l.tions of Chari, Firsoff, vlhiteman, 

and Bastin seem to fall in the mystical categolJ~ Verbal comments of 

Arthur Koestler 'Would. place him also in t;lis grOUPA At the conclusion 

of the conference he expressed disappoint:nent that the ideas \-Tere not 

"crazy" enough and voiced scepticism at seeking e~lanation of ESP in 

existing physical theories. TIlese contributions to the conference seem 

to offer no avenues of physical underostanding and \rl.ll not be discussed 

further. 

The r.emaining papers presented at the conference aro more physical' 

in content. Of the theoretical papers Costa de Bcauregm'd eave the most 

general and perhaps the best fo~ulated analysis of a possible physical 

basis for ESP. His presentation consisted oi' \-lords, and not equations, 

but the concepts discussed Here readily understandable by a theoretical 

physicist., No specific mecl)anism 1ms proposed, but inform'J.tion theory 

\-,TaS intenlOven "ri th some established pll~rsical principles to p,cscribe a 

frat:le ... l0rk ... ri thin 'Which ESP migllt be tl.'1clol'.'1tood. Tho ideas of Costa de 

Beaurerrnrd are unif',ring in character, rather analogous to the unifying 

character of the energy concept in conventional physics, and. like the 

concopt of energy could esto.bliGh broad guidlines ..,ithout supplyinG a 

detailed mechanism. For e:;.:nmplc, the idea discussed by Feinberg, that 

prccocni tion is a memory prOp.1G3 ted frotl the futuro, is subsumed in 
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Costa do" DcaurcG3rd's thin\inr;. Puthoff prcsented some speculations about 

nppnrcnt fea tUl'CS of his PK exper iracnt.s \-Ihich are also consi:.;tent Hi th 

tho SDXl0 overall pict1.l.rc. Indeed" if any COmT:1on thread emerged from the 

physical side of the conference, it ",as that somehow informstion theoretic 

concepts must play an important role in ESP. Tho connection is established 

through t.he equivalence of information theory with physicul probability 

and its role both in quantum theory and in macroscopic entropYe 

.A detailed and partially qunntit2.tive physical theor,r of ESP l-ms 

presented lV llalker. This theory may err through i t3 use of overspecific 

and poorly justified assumptions. It relies heavily on somo explicit 

conjectures about neural activity in the brain, and also postulates 'an 

essential 'function in consciousness and psi communication for the so-

called "hidden variables" of quantum theory. 

A simple empiricnl method of quantifYing the results of ESP e:~eriments 

was proposed by Schmidt. This quantification, if nppropriate, \:ould 

permit the various experimental manifestations of ESP ( precognition, 

clairvoyance, PK, etc.) to be interrelated. 

Experimental papers describing striking PK and remote vie,dng 

experiments "lith gifted paragnost8 were presented by Puthoff and Targ. 

In terms of norrnnl sbndards of scien'tific conferences the gleanings 

of theoretical understanding from this conference are some\-!hat sparse, 

pnrticularly if a physicnl basis of ESP is tee object. 'The phenomena 

of ESP have underGone n great deal of experimental verification, bu.t n 

rosic underntnnding of paranorm-:1l perception is evidently still lacking. 

The material presented at this conference only indicates a bare beginning 

of a. ratior1:'11, physic3l, interprcbtion of pnrnpsycholoc;ical phenorr.ena. 
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III. GEJIEML CO::CLUSIOI'~S !.liD GUlDELlm:.s 

Tne pictu:rc of ESP research derived from attendance at this confercn1cc 

and supplemented lrJ a study of publications in the open li tcrnture fOl"UlS 

the basis 01' the followinG general cOlTlments. 

1. Knowledge of norr.131 perception and neural data processing in the brain 

is still limited, even though the physical basis of norrr.al perception 
{ : 

is .. mll-founded. The ,dde area of ignorance or partial kno',rledge 

sur.rounding even normal mental f'unction is indica.tive of the possible 

in..-pediments to attaininrr a cohererdi understanding of paranorrnal perception • 
• I 

The physical paradoxes of ESP are seyere, but even were a physical 

basis of ESP established, much would remain unlmo\m.. In short, , .J 

progT?SS in this ar3a may require not only increased understanding 
I 

of the phrsical basis of the phenot!lcna, but also advances in cJ-bernetics 

and nOlU'ophysiology as \.,011. 

2. The ideas ai' Costa de BeaUl'egard form the most. auspicious point of 

departure for development of a physical undeTstandine 0':- ESP. These 

ideas nre favored because of their broad physical base, their use of 

general information concepts, and because they contain a minimum of 

ad hoc assumptions. Al thoueh some elemental'Y deductions are itm;lccUately 

possible, this theoretical frat:lC\-;ork is, as yet, insufficicnt..LY articulated. 

Additional analysis and. calculation is needed to explo::'o detnilcd 

consequences of the basic eener;;.l idea. E:A"Perimontally verifia bIe 
I 

predictions and relations 8hould be sOllght, and the theory should be 
I' 

scrutinized 1'01' guiclcliu33' to moanineful exporimcnt.'J.l efforts. Such 

..... 
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a proGl'm!l llQuld represent II firm p\)ysically-b.scd atter::pt to un~1ersbnd 

SOIDe of the mechanism of ESP, but could. not be c:·:pcctcd to produce 

immediate results •. 

3'. :For practi(,~'ll purposes' the investigation and ex-perincntal verification 

of empirical regularities GoverninG the occurTcnce, content, and 

reliability of paranormal events should not be disdained. Although 

theory is always valuable, it may not be absolutely essential. It is 

quite possible to knoi-T enough about a phenomenon to use it effectively, 

or to evaluate its use, \T:tthout possessing any deep understanding of 

its nature. 'Ihe human race used fire for thousands of years \lithout 

underst.anding chemistry. IdcntificD.tion and quantification of physic13.1 

and psychological conditions for inhibition and enhancement of psi 

effects is especially desirable. The apparent spontaneity of these 

phenomena and their independenCE:: of most referents poses the most 

serious obstacle to their application. It is difficult to perceive 

the purpose served by resem'ch in parnp3ychology ''''hich does not attempt 

to relate the phenoMona to controline conJitions. Parapsychology may 
. 

have application provided such relationships exist on SOTIe level, even 

the level of total empiricism. 

4. Regardless of tho lovel of understanding of parano~~l perception it 

is clenr tha.t infOT1J1ation der:!.ved by this means is incomplete, SUbj6ct 

to error Dnd distortion, and somotin:es completely erroneous. In 'L' .. any 

cases the accuracy is ar.1,'lzing, but complete errors aro 03.1;'0 frequent. 

A pc:,cipiont may bo unable to reliably estimate his OMl accuracy. 
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'IllCse inherent fcs.tu..l'e:J rnisc the fl1nc1o.r::cnwl problem of ho,", such 

orratic inforrna tioD con be utilized.. Ho;., cnn the output of parano11"i1..'11 

percep~ion be assessed accordinr, to its cO~plGteness and/or reliability 

so as to optimize its use and minimize the effect of errors? 'Ihe 

pecu.liar features 01' ESP derived informo.tion demand that these problems 

be·addressed if such inforrration is to servo a useful function. 

SG11 
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APPE!JDrX 

A Summary and Critique of Each Paper Presented at tho Conference 
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EV<ln Hnrris Ho.U:c::-, BTlL, Abel'llcc:~ Provi:1g Ground::;, 1·:'lrylo.nJ. 

The oral talk consisted only of un outline su:::r:::ar'J of' ir:1.eas and rcsul ts~ 

Study of' n "/Titten version (69 p8r;CS) of this to.F: ~osethel' l.rith previous 

papers referenced therein is required to evaluate the thinking of Dr. Halker. 

Tho l.r:ri tten version of' this talk explains n theory of psi phencmena resting 

upon several foundations: 

1. A theory of consciousness developed by Dr. Vlalkel' (referenced but not 

explained) in which triggerinG of nerve synD.pses is influenced by 

sin~le quantum-level processes, end in "'hich there are COI.1puted 3 

b:'lsic ro.tes of' dnta pl'ocessing in the braiE, 

a. ) 

b. ) 

c.) 

Subconscio1~S d8.ta rote 2.4(10)/,ti b5.ts/S0C. 

ft 
Conscious d3ta rate 7.5(10) bits/sec. 

A t ten tion set or ""rill II ddD ra to 3 (10)q. bi ts/ sec. 

2. The notion of "hidden vnrinbles" in quantum theory. These "hidden 

vlJriables lf [:'re not present in standard qunntu1!l thco~'y, ~:nd nro called 

I1hiddon" because they 81'e il1.Jccossible to direct mea::::u:rel1cnt. Tller'3 

is n0 exporiment.al voriflcation of necossity f'or suc~~ ~rtriablos, but 

they hove been c'Jnj octured solely for philosophical )2' l'J[;ical rr.;)tivos. 

Tho roll of those voriobles is to fi:l: the pl'ocise out.c0me of' u qurlll-

tum event (or mCDsllre::Jont), nn ')tl~·C,)110 llhich in standard qmmtum thE'ory 

is only detortnin0d in terms of its pro b..1 bili ty. The ontcono of D. q1.10. n-

tum event faust be the some f'or oll observors reC3.rdlcsr.; of loc.:ltion 

or time lapse, so "hidden v:lria 1)l03 n potcntinlly provide n cOT'"I;11unic3.-

tion channel inc~cp0n(lellt of' r;pnc cnd t5.mo. 
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\ 3. The :'!ssertion tho t the [l ttentbn :::.zt or 1I'.;ill II da tn 1'3 te in the brain 

is the rnte at "'hich IIh:i.c1den vClriublcll-governed quantun proco;::;ses arc 

influcmcinc tllO nind, or at "'hich the nind can influence qunntum proc-

esses. Such 0 n.inc1-m:Lnd or trind-obj ect link provides _a Ithidden var-

ioble ll theory of psi phenomena, suitnhlc for telep.1t\:r, clnirvoyol1ce, 

precognition, and PK. 

Since according to thiG theory the "\Olill" or paranormal data rate, 
4-

3(10) 
, e 

bits/sec, j,s a very small fraction of the conscious data rate, 7.5(10)' bi ts/sec, 

the rori ty of paran()rr~ol cOGnition is explained. ASGumin~ EJ perceptive cue t1~y 

occur D. t randon fron either data rate perJ11..i ts a calcnlc tion of tl1e incidence 

of psi ability in an individuol or a populntion. Fair agreement results. 

A detailed calculation is presented of the effect of quantum uncertainties 

in the initial posl tion and velocity of a cubical die which bounces do\m an 

inclined plnne. This experin3nt31 situntion amplifies initial qunntum uncer-

taintics into macroscopic differences in the final position of the c1ieft The 

results of PK placement experiments on rollinG' dice are consistent Hith these 

colcula tions, lending credence to tho bcl~"ef th" t PK operates by resolvinG' 

quantLlm uncertaint.y. 

CRITIQUE: 

1. The somm.Jhnt dubious contention that the trigGoring of nerve synnpses 

is a Cl\.k'lntum process requires rr.'Jre suhstan"tiation. '1110 autllor's 81'-

guments 10ac1illC' to th:i.s contention, thour;h published or reported, ore 

not readlly nccessiblo. A like stntotlPnt applies to his calcu12tion 

and interprota tion of t!:o three fundonpntal dntn rates in the brain. 

All the anl,h0r's i(1008 f')rm an interlocking system llhich has evolVed 

ovror several ycnrs. To· seCl1re nccopt[111CC, or O"Jon objoctive consic1-
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erotion, thcCG thrmc::hts should be combi:1cd into D sinGlo, conci::;e, 

and sclf-c'-lTlt,r>~.n0(1 prGs(lnt~tioa, "'hich the present p.:lper is n')t. 

2. Hidden vClri[lbles are controversial end by no tDo::ms forn a po.rt of lJ.C-

cepted physic:)l theory. No cOln)Jelling physico.l e'/iden9G rcquires t'lC~,1, 

unlc3s psi phen'.)T:lena i':~3elf constitutes such evidence. Invoc[lti'.)n of 

phycicol hidden vprinblcs for a thc:>ry of consciousness is n ro.dicnl 

aSGumption, justififlble only by successful :;:,csults. 

3. 'l'he theory has not yet predicted anything. The calculations of the 

incidence of psi ability, and of the influence of quontum uncerbin-

ties upon dice rollinG', ShOH consistency vi th expe:dmc:mt but do not 

test the fundamental assumptions of the theory. The forT!1.G:r calcula-
4' 

tion depends only upon a single numL'Cr (the Ta tio 1: 10 ), and the 

latter is a physicDl c21culation. 

4. Rega:rdless of its validity, Dr. H3.1]~er t s theory is the most explicit, 

detailed, ann qun~tit3tive theory of poi phenomena presented at this 

conference; thouGh perhaps not the most fnndamcnbl. UnliJ.~e s:)1'1e of 

the other papers its contents nre sufficiently explicit to pertd t de-

tailed criticism and eV21untion, [\nd to at least offer some possibil-

i tics of cxperimentnl aSSeS8T:lent. 
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: 2. \ PTlFCC:G::JTJI)::-,', !~~~:on:':." O}7' T~!Tr!C.2 7Ti7n',~'L 

Gerald Feinberg, Dopart.!:1cnt of Physics, COluElbin University, Hov York. 

stnte of the pSl'cipient's mind r<:1thcl" thnn prior knoHleclr.;8 of an objective 

stat.e of the physical ilorid. Thns ,1 iJ~c mcmory '\-lhere the ~ state of the 

mind is recalled, precoe;n:i.tion is pe~.'ception of 3 future state of the mind. 

Professor Feinberg notes thnt the theory of clcctromal311ctic radiation, and 

other physic3l theories, in principle pertdts both time retarded Dna tilile ad-

vanced solutions. The time ndvancGd solntions ',T:1ich propag.g te infol"L1ntion from 

future to past are custouo.rily excluded for the reason thf!t they hr:ve n:)t been 

observed experimentally. The possibili toy e:dsts of some small adt:J.ixture of 

time advanced solution to~ether \-lit.h the dominant time rebrc1ed solution. In 

the MSC of elcctromnenetic theory oxpel'iments nrc TJresontly testing this pos-

. 17 sibili ty to t:1e accurncy of one part ~n 10 • 

If one a8S~lr,;cS that the 8ech;:1:1i.'3;;; of memory, " .. hntover it may be, liJ::el·Jisc 

permits a sT:1all ac1mixtu1'a of time advanced solutions as '-lOll as t'le usual tiT:1e 

retarded ones Hhich we call me:n0ry, \Ie havo the phen:)menR of occasional pre-

cognition h~lscd upon perception of a futuro state of the mind. Precogni tlon 

of events io possible only if tho percipient lenrns of ~hc event at some time 

in the future. 

These spcculotions \.rould receive expcrir:1ontnl substantiation if prccog-

ni tion isin.nuonced by tho sa.mo factors as influence T18r:',0ry. 

CRITIQUE: 

Bnsjcnllya trivial .pnper, <;ontninin~ one idea exprcs::;crl in the title, 
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c. T.K. Ch[lri, Jhctrns Christinn ColleGo, J:[,dr'l~, India 

( Professor Chari did Wlt attend t l1e conference. JUs pnper lTDr> rood by 
Harold Puthoff. ) 

SUHHARY: 

. 
In addition to three t::rres of conventional biologic?l information; 1.) ge-

netic, 2.) cmvironmontnlly conditioned, (lnd 3.) symb::>lic and recorded cotr.muni-

cation; the author postulates n i"til type of information netl'!orl~, the psi-net-

'Work. The logic of this netHork ,.;auld be non-BooLean. Understanding the psi 

netloTork 1l'.By require use of recently proposed concepts in the quantun theory of 

measurement and in informntion theory • 

. CRITIQUE: 

A paper "ITi tton in the contG~:t of philosophy and formal lo£;ic Hi th::lut, 

houever, a clear intol'nal orG::mi'~11tion. It provides no thoor;l cloar en0'lp.;h 

for eXperimental verificntion or further development. The principnl value of 

the paper is its numerous ci ta tions of recGnt '.;or~~ in the philosophy of quan-

tum mechanj.cs and in in:'ormation t;18ory. Indeed this pAper reads like an over-

abhreviated revie\-]' nrticle. 

Since C.T.K. Chori did not attend tho conference he read 8dvonced drafts 

of some of tho presented papcl's and s llh:71i. tted !l uri tten vers:i.on of his 1'08C-

tions to thom entitled: 

An Indian Parnps:i'chologist I s Reactions to the Gcmevu C::mferonce on 

.. "Quantum Physics ond Pnl'Q))nycholoey" 
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o. Costa de IJeflu't'c{JClrd, Innti tut Henri Poincare, Paris, France 

The problems of relativity, time reversibility, ann entropy incre.:J.se 

lend to consideration of measurement processes in the context of information 

theory. A measurement process by which inl'ormatlon is acquired produces 

an increase in entropy, since negative entropy must be supplied equal to 

or greater than the informntioll acquired. Such a process is a learnIng 

or a perceptual process. An entrop~r increasing procoss is dissipatiYe, 

and'diGsipation is a requirement of macroscopic causality in the normal 

sense of past. determining the future or, equivalently', retarded ioTaves. 

The author proposes the reverse process ( an ordering process) 

whereby pre-existing infoTI1~tion is converted into order, a process 

which occurs ~~cnever any conceptual scheme is actualized to produce 

macroscopic ol'der. Ordering decreases entropy. An entropy decreasing 

process' is the reverse of dissipative and implies macroscopic acausality 

(or fina.l-ity) in the sense of tho future situation determining the past, 

or advanced 'Haves. 

Both processes, ".;hich "vI01'e foreshadovled in Aristotle's thinJdna, 

can be repl'esent?d by the t\.Jo chains of equivalence: 

HeasU1'oT:'l.en~.,lnform:::l'tion Infol'mu'tion-;:. Ordering 

Entropy Increase Entropy Decrease 

Dissipation Anti-Dissipation 

Causality Finality 

Retarded Have Adv;:mcod Haves 

Past to Future FUture to Past 
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-.. 
A1thoW.:h de fr1r:to tho first coluTm prcdolium.t.OS in nntuIQl tn.1croscopic 

processes, the inverse process of the second col'J.mn is a theo~.'cticn.L 

possibi1it7 and indeed must also occur. At the microscopic level of 

elementary quo.ntum processes one miGht expect a SymI:lctry between the tHO 

columns, sit:ti1nr to the other sJ'1ilillctries of microscopic physics ( tine 

reversal, charge conjugation, etc.). Sinco probabilit.y plays a central 

role in qUantum theory, the h,O types of process depending respectively 

on increasing and decreasing order, have tiGht consequences. Some of 

these ore PK by use of co~ious infomntion to control a quantum process, 

ond telepat.hy by the 1inJwd out.come of quo.ntum n:.easur:i.D.G proco3ses. 

Basically these considerations are sumr.~rized in the statement that the 

'Wave function of quant.um mecho.nics propagates probabHities. It is not 

a physical field ,\-Thich propagates, but rat.her an information field. 

CRITIQUE: 

''!'hough scarcely providing an c)..'P1ici t theory, this paper helm closely 

to established physicaL undorstanding.... It prov"ides a theoretical frameHork 

lThich not only may conncct observed ESP effects \-lith quantum mechaniCS, 

but which also places ESP in the very Gencral context of information 

theory. Vthateve:t.· else it mny be or mny involve, ESP docs deo.l vith 

infol'10J1.t.:\..on. In addition the paper point.s up ho\o1 infol"ma tion theory may 

underlio some very deep phy::;ic:ll principles. '111i8 in a provocative paper, 

pcrhapn tho most profound pl1ysicol discussion at the conference. It may 

perhaps formuln te a general foundation upon ,\-1hich could be built an 

intelli[;"i.ble p}iysical theory of ESP. 
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V. A. Firsoi'f.', lbyGl AstrCi11C>I~ic[ll Societ~', London, En~lnnd 

SUl2HRY: 

This paper US8S the idcns expressed by l·;onod (.Tocques lDnod, C!1':'.ncc :3'1-1 

esscs have n fundnr:lcmtnl role in nature l1~ic~ cennot be u;;derstood on the basis 

of clnssical mec':,mism, logic of the excluded mirkHe, cyhernetic models, or 

any other convonticmnl \owys of thin~cing. IIurr.erol1s illustrat.ive ext:ll7'.ples nrc 

c:i.teg to support this assertion. Life is too rare and strnnp;e n p~cnomcn()n to 

be explicable in terms of statistic1!1 pr·::>bnbilit~{. Its chorncteristics of 
g. .... d.. 

genetic invariance coupled uith dynamic evolution,,3dnpt3bility inclicnte n di-

rcctive force of tlento.l type. Visual perception may use only a few photons, 

and neural processes in the brnin . .,re sufficiently sensitive to respond to 

quantum effects. In turn PK c:o..'""["l8rirr:.cnts have de::10nstraterl ment.al influence 

upon radioactj.ve decay, a quantum process. Thus there is a deep, and n:-:>t 

understood, connection bet'.·leen life, mental processes, and qunntum physic:]. 

CRITIQUE: 

Not precisely an objective pnper, but rat~lC'r e:·:pressive of the [luthor's 

sense of m:e and 'Wonderment at thc ruj-"sterios of n3tllre, citing e).."3nnles of' ilJ-

explicable processes, and Hel3.vi!l~ SOYlO possible general ir.:~)lications from th81'1. 

Basic:.lly a philosophic!Jl ess!")y, morc lucid th:111 m:ll1Y, but offcrin~ no to:>tnble 

hypot'1Cses nor firm points of departure for snhscq1lcnt analysis. 
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Herold Puthoff D.nd Ru~soll ']"!l'f;, SnI, ;~rmlo Pur1c, C2lifornju 

Russell Tnrg and Eo.rold Puthoff, SRI, !·!r;nl0 P"r:c, C3lifornia 

Both of these papers describe cxperir~ental tests Hi th Gifted paragnosts • 
. :>:' -: . 

The first describes PX experiments influencinG sophisticated physical inst::::u-

. , 
ments, and the second describes extrnsensory perception of remote to.:rects in 

such detail 0.8 to imply high rates of data trans:U.ssion. No detr):tle0. SUi11L'lBl'Y 

is neccssnry since the papers ore experimento.l und the descript.ions are clear. 

Some general fentures of PI\: and speculnt.ions about its nature aTe givGn 

in the first poper, to ',{it: 

, .~. 
1. PK p~cnomena nre close to noise leVel and Dppeor to derive their en--

erey from mobiliz3tion of rDnuom ther::;''11 enersy • 
. '. ,. 

2. Results seem to tlTlpear as a result of coincidence rather than of 

specific cause. 

3. PK-phenomena ore intrinsically spontnneOu3 nn~ hard to produc~ on cue. 

4. Close control ~nd observqtion inhibit t~e ph~lornena. 

5. Phenot'lcnn aTO l:no\m to OCCLlr on the micro:Jco;:ic qUD:1tum 1(~vel ,\-Thich 

are similnr to ohserved PK p~cnomenn. 

CRITI~~UE: 

Belief in the cxrerimcnt::ll results depends unon confidcnce in the integ-

rity and skill of tho experimenters. The results (ks~!'il;ed, if valid, estnb-

1ish the existence of the phenomena £l.nd 1'l:l:'C a first step to',mrd cstnblishinlJ 

its pClttcrm;. 

Approved For Release 2000/08/10 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000200180002-1 

..• j 



~ -~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~---

' ...... ' .- . 

~ ;'Approv~d For Release 2000/08/10 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000200180002-1 " 

". " Some of the fC":.ltu~'C3 ob~,crvcd nrc c,)lr.p:,tiblc l]j th the r,ena:-al idcns ex-

pressed in U1C poper of Prof8ssor Denurecard. 
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J .H.I·!. l·nli tcr.wn, University of Cupe TO'.m, C~lrG TSMn, South Afrj ca 

StP.~HAHY: 

I DT1 utterly unnble to undcrst",nd t~lis pnpcr. It nppcors to outline a 

complete 10gical-T:lathe:"Yltic:ll systel'1, l1;lich is 31so e:-:prc3sive of Lm entire 

.philosophy or ,",orld vim·l sufficiently rich in structure to permit p~r8ps7chol­

ogy end much else besides. 

CRITIQUE: 

.I am neither n phil0sophcr n0r a logici<:n, but as a ph:rsicist I doubt 

whether such artifici81 conotrncts, hOi-lcver be:3Utifully articulcted, ~re frui t­

i"ul unless narroHly constr[lincd by experirr.ental fact. Such is apporently not 

the case here. 
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HeIr-rut Sch,-~idt, The Institute for ParapsycholoGY, Durham, l'rol'th Carolina 

An empil'icnl deDcription of psi phCmCltlCna is propasod 'I-':1crcdn a psi source 

stren.~th is defined as D. mul tiplicotive factor apl,1lied to the l'rLtio of npriori 

probabilities for random events. TI1US psi can cbonse relatIve probDbilities 

of events. Different experiments can be conceived as chains of random events, 

and \Thether on event occurs in the chain or not can depend upon previous 

events iT1 the chain. 

Various experimental structllTcS are proposed which could serve to te3t 

the consistency of thi,g model. Psi sources cOllld be 8uperir.'.poserl to test the 

linear addition of weak pDi effects, multiple stinulation of the psi source 

( an anirnnte object) could b~ teste~, and various logical connectivities cnn 

be constl'u::!ted to test equivalence OJ: PIC, precognition, etc. 

CRIl'IQUE: 

This empirical approach to the qu,mtificution of psi effects is moti·· 

vated by Dr. Schmidt 1 s sllccessful e:q:>crimcnt3 in the psi' control of random 

quantum events. The appro[';ch furnishes 110 deep mechanism or und8rstnnc1in~, 

hut con be Vcry valuClhle for sortinG' the lOGj.c111 consistency of moc1els. 

Hhether these specific idean prove consistent 'by surviving fUl'ther exporir1en:-

till c})ecks or nClt, the general 8Dproach of cr1niricDl quantific3tion in the 

context of a sirnplG l'):;icnl structure seer.s quite appropri8te Gncl 1'8080noh1e 

at the present st<lp'e of unrJersbndin,;; of psi phenomena. 
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structure widch is under devclop1:1cnt by the aut:lOl'. The rmthol:l(lticnl modcl 

hClS as its object, nothing less than attClinmcnt. of n fundalllcntal theory under-

lying all objccts And phenomena. It hopes to de::dvE: snch things as elcr:lGnt(lTY 

pen'ticles and their cl1o.!'Llcteristics, as '.fell 3S t!1e very structure of spnce 

and time. Despite thc occ8si0nal T:lention in t:1e petper of in0rO conventional 

physical ideas, the chain of speculntivc lOGic r083ins o')scure. Little ex-

plicH mention is ill2dc of' parap3ycholo~. 

CRITITJE: 

This pAper is so coni\lsinC to t:18 rcade~~ as to rreve:1 t any e-:i'ect:l.vc 

evnluntion, other thC'll to record the i:-:1pl'csG:ion thnt such speculations [ire not 

only disorgonized hut very remte from convcnti::mal physical theory. Their 

thor's interest in p'lropsycholo-:y ID[lY prov:Lcle pa:.'t of t,he ultimatel:lotiw::tion 

for his t!litl}~inrr. 

NOTE: 

At the c~mfeJ .. cnce D:!.'. 5Q.stin c:trculote,] 0 pn.pel', H:1.thout pcnli tti'l(; copies 

Geller. Geller's Ql)ility to tnorli1'y counts of' a Gei.sor c~)unter {perhaps 1:y 

control of elcctric2.1 currc·,ts i:1 t!lC CO';~ltcr s'1cl1), to ':cnd 8)10::>n8, Rnd to 

bend 17'.olyMcnun1 dis~~3 i'J r~porte(l. 
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DAY ONE-Monday, AUQust 26 

9: 00 A.M. J ntroduction 

Greetings 

Albn Angoff 

Eileen Coly 

9: 15 A.M. "foundations of Paraphysical 

and Par.:Jps),chological 

Phenomena" Evan Harris WaJker 

10: 15 A.M. "Precognition-A 1fcmory of 

Thillgs Future?" Gerald feinberg 

11: 15 A.M. Intermission 

11:30 "Parapsychology, QU:1l1tum 

Logic and Informa tion 

Theory" C. T. K. Chari 

(Read by 'Harold Puthoff) 

12:30-2:15 P.!>!' Recess-Lunch 

,.·2:45 P.M. "Quailtml1 Paradoxes 

and Aristotle's Twofold 

Inf onna tioll Concept" 

O. Costa de Beauregard 

3:15 P.~J. "Life and Quantum 

Physics" 

1:15 P.M. ]?cccss-Rc!rcJh7llC71ts 

V. A. firsoff 

DAY TWO-Tuesday, Augu!>f 27 

9 :00 A.M. "Physics, Entropy .mel 
Psychokinesis" Harold Puthoff and 

Russell Targ 

10:00 A.M. "Remote Viewing of 

Natural Target5~' Russell Tarrr :l.l1d 
Harold Puthoff 

11 : 00 A.M. Intermission 

11: 15 A.M. "Parapsychology as an 

AnaJytico-DeJuctivc 

Science" J. II. 11. Whiteman 

12: 15-2 :30 P.M. Recess-Lunch 

2: 30 1'.l>!. "A Logically Consistent 

Model of a World with 

Psi Interaction" Helmut Schmidt 

3: 30 P.l>!. "Connections between EYCl1ts 

in the Context of the 

Cornbil1~tori:11 ),10dd for 

a Quantum Process" 

4: 30 l'.~r. I Iltcrmissioll 

4:15-6:00 P.M. Roune! Table DisClIS,jOll 
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