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CONFIDENTIAL 

15 January 1974 

MEHORANIlUN FOR THE IillCORD 

SUBJECT Special l1anagement Guidelines for the 
SRI Paranormal Project 

1. Both the nature of 'research in the paranormal field and the 
intense interest it excites within our organization and in the public at large, 
together ~-,ith the highly competitive and complexly motivated character of other 
research efforts in this field, mal\:e it essential that we formulate and adhere 
to certain special guidelines for the administration of any ne';,/ efforts. The 
real intent and purposes of such guidelines would be to: 

a. simplify the contractor's task by elDuinating all unnecessary 
confusion and distractions; 

b. tighten the responsibility and control functions \vithin the 
sponsor's organization; 

c. serve both the contracto:c:'s and the sponsor's interests by 
increasing project security; " and 

d. permit us to arrive at sound and vlell-documented, hO'dever 
modest, conclusions by focusing on limited, consistent and 
explicit objectives. 

The guidelines listed below need not be considered definitive; to the extent that 
modifications seem essential from a practical point of viel'l or that additional 
guidelines Ivould serve the above purposes, contractor and sponsor persoID1el should 
agree on emendations. 

2. Ilata Control. The complex nature of the funding and phasing of 
SRI's past paran"ol'lr,cl1 investigations makes it virtually impossible to establis:l, 
nOH, Hhich data ,vere developed w1a.er ,,-,hose auspj.ces. Other than portions 1:-ihicn 
clearly relate to sponsor tasking and direct or indirect sponsor validation, no 
attempt "rill be made to control use of that data--most of which has alreac\y 
become public knm'lledge in one form 01' other. But it l1ill be understood that, 
from the stDTt of the nor (January 197LI.) contract effort, all data. developod \,'ill 
fa11 under the 31)onsor t s purvic\'/ and none of it. 'Hill be released in any form to 
other than authorized sponsor persorulcl without prior sponsor approval. On its 
part, the sponsor Lmc1ertakes to be as expecUtious and liberal as cil'CUInst::.nccs 
permit in approving the release of non-sensitive data for open publication. 

3. l\Utho~':i.zed Personnel. As 
concerned, 'authorized' personnel Hill be 
instancc, the 1'0 ect 

far as the sponsor's orGanization is 
undcr~;tood to mean: in the firs t 

or his imJ.'llediate superj.ors _ 
,on ; and, tn _ ubsr:nco or 

hi;:; alto nate proJect offjcc-:c, 
cmd Dr ;)tcvl~n'3). hS 

far D.,; tlw conLl.':lctor's or~;ClnL·:at:LOll is concel'lled, 'o.uLllori::eecl' pc1':;o:lllcl '.1 i J'i. 
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be understood to mean: only those (to be listed by name and function) llQ~ediately 
involved in the research effort, the essential chain-of-command superiors and such 
other SRI specialists as may be required in conducting the research. Individuals 
other than ' authorized' personnel, \-lhether from the sponsor's or other govern
mental or non-goverrunental organizations, will not be given access to project data 
without prior sponsor approval. Such approval 'dill be limited to individuals 
essential to the conduct of the research. It i~ likely that, because of prior 
associations and publicity, the contractor ,viII receive queries about the status 
of research and we appreciate the awkl-mrdness this might create; whenever possible 
it is suggested that the contractor take the position that, largely on its mm 
resources, the masses of data already collected are being studied and the results 
may, if appropriate, be published at a later time; the contractor should avoid 
more explicit comments unless there is prmor coordination with the sponsor. 

4 .• Release of Data to Sponsor Personnel. The requirements for progres 
and financial reports are-specified in the contract and they will be released only 
to 'authorized' sponsor personnel. In the same sense, visits to the paranormal 
research laboratory should be limited to authorized. sponsor persOlmel. The sponso 
will attempt to curtail inque±ies and requests for site visits by its personnel 
and. it is suggested that, should it become necessary, the contractor handle such 
requests by stating that it now operating under restrictive groundrules and urging 
the individual to contact the project officer or his alternate. 

5. Acceptance of Guidance from Sponsor Personnel. Sunilarly, to 
avoid. confusion or disruption of the contractor's efforts, tasking and guidance 
vTill be accepted only from authorized. persormel; unsolicited vie'.vs may be referred 
to the project officer or his alternate. It may be that, later, the contractor 
and the sponsor "Till wish to brief sponsor personnel and solicit their vie\'ls and 
suggestions; but, if so, it should be undertaken in a well-controlled, methodical 
mallier and for quite specific purposes related to the research design and 
objectives. 

6. other Sponsorship. The sponsor assumes that the scope and ternls 
of the contract are such that SRI's po.ranormal investigative resources l'1ill be 
fully absorbed by the effort but, since the sponsor's support cannot he alluded 
to by SRI, that will not preclude offers of sponsorship by others--including the 
government. It is suggested that, in response to official or unofficial offers, 
SRI initially state that it is consolidating and studying preV!h.ously collected 
data and doesn't \'lish to undertake neH investigations until this analysis is 
completed. If this response doesn't have the desired result, SRI should infor.n 
authorized sponsor personnel before making any commitments or disclosures. SRI 
and spom;or persOlmel VIill then agree on the most effective means of handling 
the situation. 
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. , PAR<\HOI\'(.L:\L nrlES, ~~;ATlorTS: OUTLINE OF ' BASIC' RESLfl.HCH TASKS 

"",-<-'V.e... 

This outline is divided into tltl'€-e sections: one for each of the 
three specified areas of basic research and a final section devoted to 
general comments and suggestions relating to the oyerall research design. 
It is suggested that the extensive batteries of standard tests listed 
belo"l be given only to those gifted subjects used in developing the 
'applied' research data and to an appropriate number of controls. 

PAID' I: Identification of Measurable Characteristics Possessed by Gifted 
Subjects (approximately 20% of the total project effort) 

Sensory Evaluation r:. (':";(4 //"',c""'~'/7 7'- F..c c-C.tU (-7i',''y) 

Auditory ;1.7- Simple tones, check extremes of spectr~-going as far _ 

iJ.: //i/'LCltfti{..'T 

fJ~' ('0 /-J 51 l)t..-r.?. 

beyond thresholds as instrmnentation permits , / ./ 76' ,-: 
lJ - As much fancy audiometry as facilities permit-"l.fI~"'''«<t;:~~ jY~J.~'-{ 

13 [- Inclll;de ~f .p?~sible ,.me.asures reJ.-ati,l1g~:t.o implicit speechl 
~_ (/ ILd<.-,~ !(l,'t--{.!L " 5 <-,?,c;:.~-<.-,-<-,,<,t/ ,(.~r: <;,ct.:S d-!." " v-... ..,. 

)'1 < 
Q'~V 

Visual fl - Check acuity, defining the extreme limit.s 
L3 - Visual fields by instrument with severa~ types of 

targets and varying dimness-intellDity-coJ.or facto-.'s 
/l f Pseudoisochromatic plates '. 

c.. Color dil?erL"l~.n_at.ion Hi th monochrometers or yarn test , 
/1- Explore ~4.~oii'~ felond visible range; beyond visual threshold (t.'lLt 
IJ - Fliclwr-Fusion test 13 1v-<, ... vv . .r;-i.'1 !1"/fOi:-,/".ISj 

Two-point discrimination 
Vibratory 
Heat and Cold discrimination . 
(S~{nesthesia test?) .--.. 57 f-e.1zj! t}-y'-VI..-C-Q....-£.4, ? 

Psycholof~ical Evaluation (01'; 'i'! 1/ /' ;) 
...-"'" ~-

Il- Omnibus Personality Inventory (opr) 
11 - Projective tests -- TAT an 

SG11 11 - HAIS/PAS test (by 
fl - Luscher Color tes 

SG11 

[J - strong and/or Allport-Vernon' apt:itude/values 
IJ - lko.c'c.ion tjj~l? tests -- latency 

/' Haven's Matrix -- abstrnctions 
/?)--L Embedded FiGures tests -- illusions 
(I - Memory tests, inc1uclill[?; eidetic jj);ac:ery is pOfjsible 

f)..-3 - Suggestibili ty tests (Ernest HilC;21'c1e, Stanford) 
(1 - Field Dependency tests (HHkin) 
8 - If facilities permit, teats relatinG to 'infonnation 

processing' rates 2,nd modes 

In-DC)Jth I.llt~:c..v:i,(;',.' 
- TLis :i tom is li;;tcd ;3ep::Cl'cd:cly belt. \ri11 ob·,rious]y be 

c]o coc"]" "1" "(1 tC) 1)0"]1 '1,,, "·'··C],Ol(,r, .. ',c'·,·J .... "C1Jl'··l·L··IC·l (,.h O' f ") _._ 'J •• ,., L. i..: l, l,J.~!_ 1.)'..J~'j J.~ _'_'(_)_._L~_~ ,-_VL._~~_ ..... .J.LJ't.. 

nil:} Uw );1·:'(Lic~1l c:vlu.-:t:::O:l (lh:lc)'.:). :;Ie vi ~]u:1Li.::c:: tllC 
pOf~c;:i llili.ty 0:[' ~;Cr::ll':lte bu t ~'cl:l t.ed in tc:rv:i.c',;~; 1):1 J:<ecl:l c::\1, 
.r~Y'd::!-:2.~.~ic 'Clod ]'::YCilCl:l c:~i c~d r:Cl'::C>!Ulcl' 'Out ULi," n'C"cwl't"' 

---~ .......... --.:::-:--
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.. . ' qualif .. d o.nd intcre;;ted enouC;h to covcr 0.11 of the / Ie 
facets in appropri~te depth. These facets should ....---------. :.> I 

include, for instance: complete medical history '---'.ri th /l 
})articular focus Oll childhood or 1.ater disease::; l-rhich/" / 
might relate to the 'giftedness'; family medical history; 
cUTriculuDl Yit.:l.e; objective events and subjeftive vieHs 8G11 
relating to the discovery and enhancement of the subject's 
paranonno.l capacities; other special skills or interests; 
socio-ec0!lcmic, cultural, fmnilial environment; outstanding 
I peaks', eXIleriences, trmunas; r~ligious content of the \ 
subj cct' slife; other paranormal or related experiences .r 

(e.g., deja VLle) on 1'lhich the subject has not been tested; \ 
and such psychiatric and psychological interviel·r techniques} 
as may shed further light on the subject's personality, /" 
values, motivo.tion, mmt~l state and interpersonal style. 

Medical Evaluation 

.fl 

! - HGdical history (as above) 

) 

General phsyical examination (nonnal lab vrork as v7ell) 1 /' . L 
EEG /J.J!<. Ii, 1c,-~A.h/.,tU{.A 

_ Neurological examination, Dynamometer -- -I'''V: {.(.C-t-'S /J -t.(.t~U'i../?:'7t..1 
' ) C<,-0:(/, 

L 
-Opthomological exam (see Sensory Evaluation 
- ENT exam (see Sensory Evaluation) 
- Such other examinations be the above 

,Behavioral Evaluation 

- Intervicl'ls (as above) 
;-1 - Time estimates 
fl - Recognition tests (tachistoscope) 
Ti - If feasible, certain sponsor-provided t.apes and filrns 

designed to test observation, recall and assessment 
skills 

PAHT II: Iclentificc bon of Neul'ol)hysiolol';ical Correlates (approximately 20% 
of the total proj <sct ei'i'o~,t) -

Noto: the eNS and AHS testinG should be done during paranormal 
oAj)orimcnta tion, I,:i th truJr random, int er·· trial int erva18 0 

Central IJervous Syc;tcm 

f1 - Evoh:.ecl potent:Le.J. -- tones Cl.llc1~t1::':'~~1·~ lights, several frequencies 
at specified mrlounts o.bo'\/'e and belmr threshold 

- EEG 
- CHV -- ligl1ls, \-lords, tacbistoscope 

I'~cr"lOUS Sys tCln ---

A - Gfm 
- ][(' ~\r l 
- Fin[(cr plCU::r~:11'C.::1'2..:~\ 

l\c:3r j :i:;::d;:i,CJ:1 -- rnc:w:1::.tic 01' ll~;;J.l 

NCY1'E: For all of lbi,! ,tbcnr" .r\i:~; l:;(,:1;;ti,'(::~ ',',e :::hu'.tlcl h~\vc: 
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(1) baselines and resting levels 
(2) response to tones and lights 
(3) sub-threshold stiI:luli 
(L~) specia]jzed testing 

PART III: Identif':r (or provide; theories on) the nature of the validated 
parclDom.alphenorr;:;r;a arcd enerF~{(approxilQatelylo1o of the 
total project effort )--. :/!lei ".' 

~£vVk' • I"~/'.) J3 /" 1 /I//'~ 
. - Use of Beischer probes, if feasible) specifYing the energy 

h'{ " '?'- Use of Grndiometcrs ) level, field strength, 
. .//[ f,/I ~1 

( 
/".tv--'r;:, :,.,? I inteEBity of stimuli 

1 1- ~7'Y. '- Whether in eclectic or creative mode, attempt to 
',(J!.. ~:7 ! provide basic theoZ'etical constructs on the underlying 

dynamics, the mode of corr.:mwlication or of energy 
transference which seem consistent with the validated 
phenomena 

- Provide theories on means of developing/enhancing the gift 

PARr IV: General Connnents and Observations, Additional Sug8;estions 

(1) For optimui11 credibility .-Tith sponsor"elements (assuming validation 
of the phenomena) He urge adoption of the most stringent experimental controls 
feasible under the circumstances--j.ncludil1g, but not necessarily limited to, 
us e of non -parano rm3.1 lab re f e re e st.~:~:;';~('";;Jk6'.'l~ill~~':-;;-i0.1;i,r,:;.m:."3~il.~;i':"!:'''i:}:;~tI~f''!:1''-~· 

::,,;:':'-;;f;:;::~~:':;1 ,'Tho ,-lOuld: initially checl-;, the balance of the overall experimental 
desiGn; establish daily procedures and routine management practices before 
begim1ing experimentation 'dith the subjects; spot-check the on-going experiment s; 
establish the random trials involving eNS, j\J~S and othe:b (e.g., X-Ray) tests. 

(2) Throughout the C)',-"Perilncntat:i.on, Use only qualified experts to 
adrrd.nister the various specialized tests; --

(3) 13e:('o1'e a day's experiment2tion, subjects should st1'ip-dmm (removing 
rings, Hrisbwtches) etc, as \'1eJ~) and put on a special lab garment (jumpsuit); 

(h) He should have a clearer Lmderstanding of the criteria employed by 
the contractor in determininG \·rho are 'gifted' and 'supers tar I subj ccts; 

(5) It should be w.dcrstood th:o.t, "ihile the sponsor Hill not be given 
the identities of the subjects alone; '.'fith the resuJ_ts of testing, the sponsol' 
Hill have access to all of the specified raw test data (above); 

(6) If X-Hays are done on a s}::ot bnsis du:dng experilnentation, it should 
be l:imitcd to chest, h:mds and sl',-ull; (ultra-sound?) - GJL ::if;I'.~ L)LT/c.J')-~'{.:(;/)".;) 

(7) He sl10uld also have a clca~cr Lmclerstancling and, if possible, a set 
rate (~ilO per hour) for the subjects' fees; SG11 

(8) be rr.atchcd normal-cont~ts throue;bout; 
SG11 (9) s}~ould be on tho list of~' authorized' su~)(~rv:Lsors; 

(10 mic;ht be u[)ei'ul to helve a S}lapJe yet compl'ehensi ve self-inventory 
form (e.g., mood, resteel, niJ.r.:'2nti~, etc) for the subJects to fill out 

•• 1. 1/ c' on the morn:i.nr~ of e2.ch tc.'';c cl~lY before i.nccraci.;ion "rich lab Tlersol1J1Cl; 
'/'" ,..'. \.-<...{i. - J J ".... ~. 

(~"j'/i.:,'c"i--- (11)i,j~ltters' of J)l'otO(~oJ cencI 111'occc1ul'c for o.,ny c;i.-,rC!11 c~xpcr:iJllcnt 3110Uld not 
I:,,_·/,~d--<.';" be c1iscus;;ccl \·,riLh tile ;;u1.)~jc:c:t,; ':.)ei'o)'(;!lancl; ,md 
'~,/ /<'If:' (J r,) I.T-. "]lOuJ' (1 1'" cl "'">0' "11 '>1'" '1'1"""C> 0 .. ·· I f,""(;))"C'-' ("')1"'1 '-O\T "10'T Of"C"l) " .. L 1.t..;~.J _.t. .\.~ .... \..,v. .... 1..' .. l~J '--.,. ).~c~v,_ ..... ~ 1. '--".1 .. ' I.. 1.... ,'/ 1_:.:. ... " 1.1 ,1,' V J 

t 1) ,- '1 ,. 1,1 .,. l' .',"<',-. ""'or,, ,-,.,t--i ') ,,'0 ci;r,'c. ,GO ~.;'''; ;;:.".)~J'~;Ct.;; ('~:2.·Ul{;; l .. ,.'v) L .. , .• h" ,.JJ)1. I ~L i-i;\' 
II,J)'{'I,·<~~·~<(.,:j"(v·' I~:...;/ Il·t<'A·,J.."--'--C7·\..(/-... / ... ;.._~(-"-,,.l(.".:.J.. 'J)( I (- -' 

I>:; //-//'/ I -J .", (; p. .5' 
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