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SUllJEC'f snI 1'ri.p R..;port: 17-18 June 1971~ 

8G11 1. Ba.clc.~ro'l~d and Sl1;:~"ary" IL-_______________ I vi 3i teu S;:::I on 17 a"d 

18 ,T'.me 19C(i~, rrir:cipally for the purposes of: examining the criteria used in t::e 

selection of parano,"raa1 subjects and controls; determini.ng precisely Hhat arre.nse-

ments hnd be'ell nade for exar.lining the subjects in the 'basic research' context; 

establishing procedures for the reporting of all relevant data. to us; and discussi:-_; 

such other 'basic' and 'applied' research issues as seemed approprie.te. He met fo:-

about eight hours \1ith Mssrs Jones, Puthoff and Targ oh 17 June and for one hour 

Hith the lattcr blo on 18 June. Despite .,hat appeared to be conceptual problen:s 

on the part of I'u_thoff and 1'arg, relating largely to the kinds of rigorous resenrc:: 

disciplines which we were espousing as essential for the project, the discussio~s 

\'Iere business-like and Hell-focused and seemed to be useful for all concerned. 

2. Sele~tion and categorization of Subjects. After five months of effort SRI 

has selected only five of t.he nine subjects: the three super-stars, one of the thrEe 

mid-stars and one of the thrce controls. He stressed that significant and useful 
. the basis of 

r2seo::"c11 CQuld. CO,:ll:lCl1ce only after tiley'd made defini t.i ve selections on/specific 

and consistent criteria. Onc of the problems here. seems to be the fact that P~tho"':' 

and Targ have been more interested in the t.esting and enhancin:s of psychic pO\·lei."s 

than in thc establishment of rigorous research procedures --',Ii t.h the consequence tl:a:" 

as thcy've perceived ostensible improvements in the psychic pm·:ers of their' COi'lt:-c:'.3' , 

they've tcnded to slide them up into the psychic categories. Givi:n their basic be:"ief 

that everyone has psyoh'lc abilit.ies, this could be a never-ending process. He st:-essed 

that He'd likc to sec all nine subj ects clesie;na ted by the end of July aGd they undc:-t oc" 

to do so. He then sI?cnt several hours defining the three categories and specif'Jin; 

the pre-selection tests and criteria used in screening thc subjects. 

a. Scrccen0.3 !.ests awl Criteria. fl.ll subjects 1-iill have been test(i': 0:1. 

fivc 'parano~nal' tasks. Thosc tasks, togcUlcr with Ule relatcd protocols a~i 

ori terin, l'lere dof'i.ned as fo.1.101-18. 

Sct·C()ni.ll:; tes!; Hill cllnsist of lOOO trials (2) trials per rem, 8 rum, per d::>y 

,:rn 'Iill l'(']J01·t to Ufo (!ettu D.nd 'pI values on our nille ."'.luject,; ;iusJ:: on the, f·.;",·s: 

[Hill I'll': C)'j b~l'jn f'tll' s(:.I(~cLiun ~([; ')""'.,,'C':li,.C' p,:~;·j")l"l:I~tnce J!'·,/c·J. 
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',.,ill. [;oon b~ e:J L~,bll ;;\l(d on tJ1.J ua:;is or' thIs [U131::s is. The prc,scnt c·:·::ss 
,-

-0 
iG \'h~lt cl'it'~rin Hill be on the ord~r of 10 

The k\8ic screeninG test Hill consist of 6 triols (lasting about one::'i1alf ::cur 

eacll), one p~r day; criteria for psychic perfol:aoncc level will soon b~ es:ao-

lished but, in any case, it lias a.greed that results Hould have to be at le2.st 

at the .01 level. It Has olso agreed that a pool of 20 nel'/ sites 1·/ould be used 

for each subject; l're also discussed the desirability of replacing used sites in 

subsequent trials for each given subject and, Hhile no definite agreeme:J.t ',:a3 

reached, it may be that SRI ldl1 do so. He spent considerable t.ime discussing 

the judsing procedures, the salient points being: the same five judges (all 

chosen by Mr Cox and representing a I hostile' to 'friendly' spread ldth respect 

to paranonna1 research) will be used on a pennanent basis; each judge l'lorKs 

independently, is given a list of the sites Hhich 1'/ere randomly selected for 

the subject and copies of his transcripts; he visits each site and selects the 

best mat.ching transcript; at the present time a plurality vote (i.e" 2 or ~ore) 

of the judges, accurately matching 4 ~r 5) of t.he 6 sites, is considered signif-

icant--but, as not.ed, precise criteria Hill be specified by SRI in the near 

futUre. 

(3) EEG-Remote Stil!lulus (Strobe Lif,ht) (test.ing for telepathy via ps;:cho-

physiologic indicators): The basic screening test '''ill consist of 8 runs, 20 

tria1E per run. A' sending' subj ect is exposed to randomly selected stir::ulus 

(a 16 herz light for 10 seconds) or non-stimulus, \-lith one minute inter-trial 

intervllls; the 'test' subject is in a shielded room and, upon hearing a 'blip' 

signal on the intercom, has to call stimulus or non-stimulus; both subjects are 

beinG EEG-monitored and (aside from his calls) they are watching for alpha 

reduction in the test subject during the stimulus periods. Heretofore SRI 

~., "' ,; .. " ..... ..; 
had been Ilver1lginG only the "s" and "rrs" alph(l production for comparison 

purposes but they 'dill nOH also avel'1lge the intcr-trial alpha. for use as the 

subject's u1lse-line. Criteria for psychic level performance ia nO\'I set at 

the .01 l"vel and \-lill be conf:i.rn\cd by SRI. 

(If) ~ in Envclo02s (testinG for cla.il"lOyance): One run of 10 trials, 

with the stimulu~ cClrds (si:nple line dl'Cll-linl',s of ordinnl'Y objccts) selected 

rnnclomly Clnd double-blind from a pool of 50; thc sllbj" ct drnws lIi~ responses 

and Illny, if he Hi.nhes, supplement tile dl'a".-:i.nr:; by \'I1'it(;"l1 co:mncnLul'Y; his 

rcs]lon~"s (\re "col'eel i ncl0]lcndcntly by hlO juclr,es. The (~ri tc:ri1l for p::;::chic 
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t\-lork' and Irest' cycle:;; during the cix "'fork ' periods t.he subjt:3ct is inst!~uc:·::i, 

on a randomly-selectcd b:1sis, to inc}.'c(lse or deereas2 the Qmplitude (not th(} 

frequency) of the pendulum's state. Considerable time Has spent diScussing 

the protocol in terms of hOI., one could most accurately rnQasure states and effects--

l'lith the consensus being that it \<Iould be best to compare the last 6 cycles of 

the 'Hork' period with the last 6 cycles of the preceding 'rest' period. The 

tentative critrcria for ps:>'chic level performance, to be confirmed by SPJ, is 

hlO standard deviations on l~ out of the 6 'Hork' periods. SRI • .. :a8 quite in:pressed 

by the gradiometer's sensitivity and found it a sufficiently useful adjunct to 

the pendulum experiment to investigate the possibility of acquiring one of 

their OIm; barrine; that, they might try to use SRI's magnetometer. They had 

several anecdotes about tHO of their subjects' prowess Hith this device (on'2 of 

them allegedly having sent the scale soaring off the paper by telephone) but, nQt 

~/anting to be exposed to the subjects, I-Te declined invitations to observe 

experiments. 

(Note: Ylith respect to all of the above testing, SRI vas infor:ned that--as far 

as our nine ultimate subjects "\'Tere concerned--"Te "ranted to see all the raw test 

scores and not nierely probability statements on the results.) 

b. Definition of Subject Catcgories. All nine subjects Hill be sub~li tted 

to all five of the above tests, Their placement as super-stars, mid-stars or 

controls Hill be determined on the follO'.'Ting basis, 

(1) Super Stars: Those 1·,110 "consciously" perform at high 'p' values (e.g., 

10-6) on· at least one of the five tasks. 

(2) Hid Stars: Those who are only at chance on the "conseious" level but 

are a t ~igh 'p' value on the "uneonscious" physiologico.;t. dimension--i. e" on the 

EEG (and/or GSR, plethysmograph) test described in a(3), above. 

(3) Controls: Those ...,ho did not exceed ehance "i thin the prescribed 

number of trials on any of the tasks. 

(Note: He stressed, and SRI aGreed, that once a subject is placed in a given 

cCltcgory he is to remain in that category for the duration of the projcct--no 

matter Hhat Clpparcnt incrcase or decline of pOHers they miGht ob~;ervc.) 

to finali~e all the arranGements and bel~.in proccssin(~ at lcr\[;t their 'c.ontrols' t1oro,.;,:;h 

the cnU.l'e baLLcl'Y of LesLi; HiLhin Lh," nl'};.:l lilonth. GHT v'Pl.":~;rccl to cOllcur fu11:r nnd, 

us D. rnaLl.cr of' fClC't, IIlO;,t of' Lh~ [UT[lnnr:m(..:nt,~i do no','! n(~f..·!~1 lo uc Hell in hG.nd~ i~ i::; 
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It ,;ould ajJpcar tl::tt the Hill is there (til';Y are, pcrlnps, eV',n too optinis;:ic: ~,:;ou: 

the sic;nif1.cancc of the evidence that rrd.cllt nCCl'ttc from the physical and psycr-aOl;);ic:.: 

examinations) but the orGanization Gnd cEsci.pline r:1i£;ht 'still oe IGcking. 1:1 a!\)' C"Sf', 

the' status is as folloHS. 

a. Psycholoo:ical and BchclVio!'nl !':xa:nino.tions. Under the Hhite t"b (e.c;';,,:::::ec.) 

is a chart SRI had prepared on the psychological testing to be performed--sho',dng for 

each subject the status Hith respect to all tests. Color-coded to reflect the entity 

responsible for administering each test, the 10',oler circle in each box (~..:hen ='illed i::) 

signifies that the arrangements have been made--whilc the upper circle ("hen filled :.n) 

signifies that the test has already been administered to that subject. On 17 June Dr 

Puthoff visited the Palo Alto Medical Clinic and came back llith the report tr.at, in 

the psych-behavioral field, they l'lill also be able to aci.'llinister the following: Lusc~:er 

Color Test, Rorschach, I'IMPI, Omnibus (",e confirmed that "e Hanted both gl·lPI and the 

Omnibus), \'litkins Field Dependency, In-Jlepth Interviei-lS- -and that all the psrch test:.::.:; 

done at PAl-1C will be administered by one 1nd1 vidual and scored blind by anot~er. Ftlz:':~ez: 

SRI ,lill administer: Suggestibility Te·sts, Flicker-Fusion and, possibly, a Signal 

Detection Test, He asked them to prepare a neH Psych-Behavioral matrix sheet--sl::::J\d::g 

all of the tests definitively agreed upon--and to use that format in reporti~; progress 

Hith each monthly report. He also confirn:ed for t!'lcm (,lhich they seemed not to h2.ve 

realized) that 1 .. ___ .. ~·'OUld not be doing the HAIS in the future--but that He would be 

content l·lith the VIAlS aci.>ninistered by PANe. All in all, although there are a fe'''' 1te::s 

on our original list vlhich have not been sntisficd, t.his bnttery of tests and i.n~ervie·.:s 

should be adequate for our purposes--particula1'ly since, nfter studying all of the 

evidence on all subjects, there's no reason \.!hy He cOllldn' t call for a limi tej m::::be!' 

of specific and J:lore discriminating tests on all of them. Also (see the blue t.ab) s"r ;,as 
adopted Mood Adjective & Semantic Differential Chec;,lists for LIse on each tes'.;in; c.e.:;, 

b. 1,1edical-Physical-Sensory !::xo.nlin2.tic;lS. The PAr·IC 'dill handle '.·ir~:':9.1::'~' 

all of these examinations, including: in-depth medical history intervim·;s; a thorcuGh 
EEG and 

medical examination (of the periodic check-lLp type); a complcte/nfS worl,-up; z'uE blood 

and urine analysis; chro:nosome count and o.nnlys is; protein brc,al,-down analys is; c:;e 2.:'d 

car examinations, testing to cach subject's cx·trcr:'.e capnbili.ty; plot.ting of entire 

visual rc!';ponse field, l1ith different colors; and tlwy Hill farm-out the crN 1'os-"::>:lSO 

testinG to Stanford (SRI undertook to dcte1111ine for w; the detail;; on Stanford.' s 

procedures and c~nditions). Furtl1er, PM':=: i.Co o.b1e (,0 Jlet'fon~ [til E.t-l, I. brnin-scc,-'1, a 

10\01 X-r<lY do::;nl~c exami.naLion of 6 plai.n~; of tile br:tin, at Ull additi.oll::!l cost of $2CO 
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themselves, and tho. t nny medical condi. t ion::: \·;hicl1 micht be uncovered could be pursu~d 

by the subject only at his mm expense. Perho.ps the best ne\>ls vlUS Hilat Dr Puthoff 

reported of tile PAMC interest in this '.Iork. They appear to be eager to do 8. tilorou';::-t 

job, arc rather excited about the prospects of \>Iorkin; in this field, have a f~el for 

the kinds of evidence which miGht be important to us and are detennined to h=dle it 

all on a clean, scientific. basis--i.e., insofar as practicable the interpretations 

will be done blind and each departmcnt (ul1der the chairmanship and coordination of 

Dr Armbruster) vrill not only provide the raH data but Hill also prepare a defini ti ve 

report on each subject--calling special attention to any significant variations fl'o!!l 

the normal population, as '8'ell as Hatching for any variations or correlations \·,ithin 

our group of subjccts. The only thing of apparent consequence that PA1·;C can't handle 

is visual testing in IR and UV and, frankly, I do not recall \'Ihether \'Ie made any oth2!' 

provision for that. SRI Has asked to prepare a medical matrix s:iJllilar to the attached 

psychological one and use it in reporting future progress to us. 

c. Mid-Paranormal-Experir.',ent Testing. After obtaining normal baseline 

data on each subject, SRI Vlill perf01'!ll mid-paranormal-experimenting testing on each 

of them during the course of the post-selection protocols (see para 4, belo", for 

discussion of those tasks); this testing "ill consist of: EEG readings (both right a~d 

left hemisphere, focus ing on Alpha, Beta and Theta waves); GSR; and Plethysmograph. 

As indicated above, there is also a possibility that SRI \,ill obtain its OVlll gradio-

meter or magnetometer--in Hhicl! casco, presumably, it Hill also be used to !!loni.tor 

the subjects during pcorfo!1nance of their psychic tasks. Again, we asked SRI to prep2re 

a matrix for usc in reportine; the status of such testing \'lith each subject, 

4. Post-Selection Paranonnal Testims. Hi tl10ut Hanting to encroach upon OTS' 

'applied' research domain, there was nevertheless some discussion of the kinds of tas;';:s 

which the nine subjeetc will be expected to do after selection (and during which they 

would be examined as pta ted in para 3. c., above). RecoC;nizi.ng tha t OTS miGht redefine 

these tasks or specify enti.reJy diffcrcnt ones, it HIlS gencrally agr6ed that they ;;oald 

likely fall into four broad areas. 

a. Rf'JOote ViC'\·,i 1~-2 of Sccncs/">:ents. Similar to the OJIl experi.ments beinG 

run for sel'eelling purposes, to the extent that ~ecul.'ity considerations permit U1C lat,"r 

tects \'lOuld hopefully be more opcraCionaJ.1,y ori.cntcd--l..e., fOCllS on cpcci.fic ll:u'd-tc'!'G"t 

[;itcs .. For sllb;jccl.c \·:ho D.l~C not cleared, the t3D1r::~; rniChL take the fonn, for lr::;lancC!j 

of 'JocQLlnG' ~;llbJcct.,.: who arc Lryjll:~ to (''f~dc d,,,LccUon--and He discu[',scd Gever:;.l 
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to C('[Istntct l.a~::;u il~yolvin:.; LioloGi.cal (sincle-cell nitcll:l':') Clnd bacteriologic?l 

syc:lC::ls!cull.m·"s ',;l103e sLatc-chanGes (\s (\ consequence of PK llcrturbatiO!l' co:.:ld t~ 

Co Clniryo,YHncc-FSPo Here the focus miG!lt be on snfes/locks/act?c::;! c~ses-

\'lith, for instctnce, the subjcct required to perceive the contents or deten~.ine ~::e 

unlocldll[; combi.nation. 

d. Remote Assessments 0 In \·/hich the subject '"ould be req~ired to ?sce::::'ain 

the emotionnl and/or physical state, feelings or attitudes, of a subject re::-,cotely--

either \'lith or \·rithout stir.lUlus objects (photographs, etc). 

5. RCDOl'ti!1G 0 It \·ras pointed out that, though ,';e are approaching the end of the 

fifth month of effort, \·re've seen only tim 'monthly' reports. SRI stated ttat t~e 

third \WS in preparation. He told them that ",e' d like to see in the next report (i. e. , 

the fourth one, by the end of July) at least the follm-ring the data: 

a, Status on the screening of (hopefUlly) all nine subjects and the 

pre-selection test data on each; 

b. definitive statements on the pre-selection pr'otocols and the 

psychic level criteria employed; 

c. definitive statements on the criteria employed for placing s:.lbje::ts 

in the super-star, mid-star and control categories; 

d. matrices on the status of (1) psychological-behavioral, (2) =edical-

sensory and (3) mid-cxperiment testing; and 

e. so:n8\-ihnt more precise statements on the nature of the psychic tasks 

to be used in the post-selection testing phase. 

6. Oth"r 1·,::\ t ters 0 Pulhoff and Targ Hill be Going to Nc\! York for n confere::ce 

about mid-l\l1gu~t llnd it 1ms agreed that th~y Hould stop for l.,eetings \'lith us on the 
.: .... 

,;ny. Their 'internal' nlu\! Hibbon panel has not really been used on our project; as 

thc:y cxplaincd it, the panel is invol~ed only in the e'fcnt of major policy deeisic!lS or 

v!hcn there is so:::" sienifi.c:lllt probl"m or crisis. They arc, hO\o!(Iver, in th~ prec2ss of 

idcntl(yin~ nnd rce)~itin~ nn 'exl0rnal' panel of cross-discipline cxperts n!1d t~~y 

Hould b" u:;cc! to 1'l'\SS on r~3earch desicn llnd procedures u:;ed in our project. It ·,;:'.S 

Uwy do tc:;t hi.m on thc·j), (11m (e.c., vd.tl! 0],,,' S/I'l c,:rcls), U:',y'll p):ovidc us Hi~h t:,c 
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