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THO~~!1ED foUE£.. EguatoriLgrodd~",
S;;.2!..2r.ePQ:~.i!eE..£.lJ~dor contai!l§J!I..9~t o{ ~ar1JiL. 

clil!!!!!~~, inclllIDlllLII.QillLi:Qlc\, within its 400-mile 
. breadth and four-mile 

ht:ight. Volcano-spired 
Andean highlands waH 
off ~j,!-!rJgle amL\fese.t1. 
'along the Pacific Ocean 
from steaming Amazon 

headwaters in the remote interior to the east. . 
QE£':J:h~ northern bastion of the Inca EmQirs" 

Ecuador has known three centuries of cloistered 
rule by Spain and 146 years of independence 
marked by tempestuous politics. 

CPYRGHT 

Isl.£ I, 
Isla Santa Maria. Spa(,o~ .. 

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
IARCHIPIELAGO DE COLON) 

Much of the raw eastern jun~le fOFmerlyclaimed 
by Ecuador has been ceded to Colombia and Bra
zil; the nation cmrently disputes 70,000 square 
miles held by Peru. Ecuador's eerie Galapagos 
Islands shelter strange forms of life. 

AREA: 104,506 square miles. POPUl.ATION: 5,500,000; 
40% Indian (mainly in hlghlanos and jungle), 10% white 
(mostly Spanish), 10% Negro (concentrated in coast.al 
cities), and 40% mestizo and mulatto. LANGUAGE: Span
ish; Qucchua and other Indian tongues. RELIGION: 
Roman Catholic. ECONOMY: 50% of people engaged in 
agriculture: bananas, (offee, cacao, ric-e, beef, balsa; some 
light industry, mining, oil. CIIJEF CITIES: Guayaquil 
(population 650,000), seaport; Quito (450,000), capital; 
Cuenca (61,000), trade. 
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Children ofthe Ecar i ,(jOO-foot-high San Antonio dc Pichincha, 
Marisol Lema (abo';cuador's Equatorial :\i:onumcnt, which pro-

.
;.::: '.1 claims 0 degrees, 0) Sl'con(b. Only .W mill's east but 7,()(10 fed 
}:;{l higher, snow falls a latitude onUose :\laria Supa\o, Jr.,." and 

.:;!i his dog as they gmuf the author's, expedition to Cayambe, whosc 
.~~ lofty slopes spawn lacier to crossl the Equator (pages 2 i 4-5). 
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Striding earth's beltlbot in the 
Northern Hemisphere alcr in the 
So~ther~,]~~ Cook CroS!ill 18.996-
loot .<;~Yatn,~ Mist wreke figure~ 
of other climbers on a lipping a, 
they circle toward the SUI gleaming 
beyond the cleft at left. 'c rinr of 
ice lies only 40 miles frOl~w moun
taineers traverse its fissun 0 explore 
this highest peak on. the. 

Masked against zero corl against 
dazzling sunlight, Jackdt. ~lI1d 
Romulo pazmiiio pause h at the 
18,OOO-foot level on Cotor.~nts la(('r 
they ascended the remainil'cL mak· 
ing 16-year-old Cook or youngest 
climbers ever to conouer. Distallt 
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