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freezes, providing year-round access from the highway at Chelan to isolated Stehekin. 
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H:\O'V-l\L\l'\'tJ JED 

HT11~HlGKIN 

~eIJe 
Solitllde 
Is in 
Season 
A picture essay by 
BRUCE DALE 
NATIONAL GEOGRAI)IlIC PIIOTOGRAPIIER 

Text by 

PAT HUTSON 

D ECEMBER 21 Snow is 
almost three feet deep 
and still falling". The . 

boat has made one of its thrice..; 
weekly winter visits, and most 
of the village's 40 year-round 
residellts met it-including me. 

I first came tu Stehekin 
(Stell-HEE-kin) in central 
Washington on New Year's Day 
1971. Accessible {)nly by boat, 
plane, or trail--its roads link 
the houses but go nowhere else 
-this southern gateway to 
North Cascades National Park 
was a snowbound oasis in a hectic 
world. Since I was young, single, ~ " 
and enraptured \.,.it h the solitude 
of winter, I decided to settle here. 

And winter still seems the 
most vibrant season to me, for it 
holds the sleeping breath of new 
life. The earth drinks in moisture, 
and buds form unnoticed under 
their blankets of snow. 

CPYRGHT 
CPYRGHT 

Approved For Release 2000/08/08 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001401050001-1 



CPYRGb4.-pproved For Release 2000/08/08 CIA-RDP96-00788R001401050001-1 

I jlEBRl'.\RY l7 I trekked 

1 to R~liIlI)()I': ('all" l'i~1 I hi' 

. :--tl'lH'klll RII'I'r tod;l\ alld 

~10JlIIl'd at tlil' .'" h!)()lhotl'I' to ;q'pil 
lll'\\" lI'ax to 111\ "ki" I was glTl'tcd 

with snowlJalb l L\'lll1e Baar,()ll, the 
teacher, had just let (he kids out to 
see a bald l'ag:le soaring o\Trhea<l. 

llow typical of our \'illagl'! 
Stehekin has one of the last Dill" 

room log schoolhollSI'S in the 

counlry a S()-year-old st rurt lin' 
heated by a wood stoVl'. n\lt 

IIhat it la,k, ill ("ollrn'!l' ;111.1 :..:1.1 

I1lodl'llIil\ I> 11IOI"\' th,lll 11I;l<k 

lll' lor by tlil' <\1\·art'III".' of ilature 
.Ili<l I Ill' ()\ltdoOI.' it 1>1 illg, to 

!)tlr \"111<lf\l1 of ·,tll<lI'III, 

Thi.' .1·1';lr LYlllle lias eight pupils 
ill gr~\(les Olll' thro\l~:h ('jg:hl. To go 
()n to high SdlOOl, tlll'Y will havc 
to (ake correspondcllce cour,es 

or hoard dowiliake :11 ('Ill'lan. 
SOOl1 ;!ltn I ilrri\,'(\' L~'1l1I1' ,(,( 

,,)jIll' tlf th,' childn'll 10 molding 

.'ilO\\· illto ;1 po!;lr h"ilr. ;1 projc<\ 

rt'lld,illill:~ lIaltllT ,I u,l\, .'clllptlllT, 

;llld "Ill ,i,;Ji c<lII<";lIi"II. 

\ '1If"rllllJ:lt,'h, Iii,' 1)\';\1', 110',' 

1-1'1>l "\'1 I III" k Ilt)( 1;('rI "II 
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TIll' year\ 

Iliit ''III('al" " 
around the .,' , 

},JIIl11\ \\'i 



"llh-grader, 
twd into 
lik to giYl' 

to\\', I \1 a,' 

It' III \'l' If, 
fvil l111' 

, tHI i Idi lll~ 
ib ,lidilH: 
. I {l{lt" () i It (l 

1 lliv kid" 
1'11\ ,k i, 
, \\';1' ;ll 

, «()ll"liltiIW 
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