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Late Night 
Algiers ,,"r alks 
Cleared 'Way 

----'-
Christopher Finally , 
Displays a Smile 

, Star Wire Servlces 

ALGIERS - After a daYQf int.~nse 
diplomatic exchanges that resolved 
the central Issues of the agreement ' 
to free the American hQstages In 
Iran, Deputy Secretary of State War. 
ren M. Christophttr, the chief Amer· 
Ican negQtlatQr,last night Initialed 
the accords.,' , , , 

Officials had wQrked late Into the 
night translating and readying tbe 
documents for the sIgnature. 

When he returned frQm an earller 
e~ening meeting with ,he Algerian 
fOlreign minister" ChrlstQpher ,had 
smiling brOladly fer the first time 
in days but, as usual, be had refused 
tOl make any CQmment., 

A small, grQup Olf reporters wit, 
nessed the signing. '." 

,- .;- .~'~ .... ~ ~ .. ~;.. .)"~~~' .. ~ .. 
THE WASH!NGTON STAR 

ChrlstQpber Signed three doc· 
uments, initialing each page. Their' 
COlntents were nOlt Immediately 
made public. . "This is a very happy day" for Donald's return 
ChrlstOlpher said after the sjgni~g trying day fOlr her and the families his brOlther said 
ceremony. . " of Olther hOlstages, nOlting that It was they retreat "sOlue· 

"At last I can smlle/' said tbe en. a· day Olf chills and thrills." where away the news.· 
VQy whQ frequently met journalists' Rita Ode, Qf Sun City, Ariz., wife Arthur Kupke, father Qf hostage 
q!lestions with silence during the Qf hQstage Robert C, Ode, 65, a retired ' FredericK Kupke, 32, said he reo 
fmal12 days Qf complex'negQtlations career FQreign Service Qfflcer In celved V/'ord frQm the State Depart. 
here. • Tehran Qn special aSSignment said ment at, ~ B.m. in his hQme at 

Speaking tQ Algerian Foreign Min. ·Thank God, it looks like It is all Francesville. Ind. 
Ister MQhamed Benyahla during the Olver." ' "I was'expecting it," Kupke said. 
ceremQny, Christopher said, "I Then taking a mQre cautious ap- "I'll walt until tbey get out Olf there 
would like tQ take this opportunity proach, she added • ... but until and then tOl tQ WashlngtQn tQ meet 
Qn behalf of PreSident Carter and they're in the air and Qut Qf Iranian him.lfhewants ustQ gQ tQGermany, 
all the people Qf the United States airspace, I'm not gQlng tQ get ex. we Will, but 1 think we sbQuld give 
tQ thank yQur government and espe. cited." ' him tQ time tQ get Olrlented. I am a 
cially yQU personally fQr undertak. She said she hoped "it does nQt little afraid Qf seeing him after sucb 
i n g the d If f I cult rOll e Q f take tQO lQng tQ get them ':Ou, Qf a IQng time." . 
intermediary. YQU and yQur COli. t~ere. It has been a long, ,painful "I'm v~ry glad this happened fl· E 
leagues have perfQrmed this heavy tlme. Let's hQpe it WQn't be too lQng nally," said Earl Graves Qf Flagstaff, :1;r, 

responsibility with great impartial. before it is alJ Olver." Ariz., tile SQn Qf hostage JQhn i 
ity, discretiQn and high skill, While also expressing the need Graves. $ , ~.r 

"The American peQple wi1lalways for cautlQn until the hQstages are Graves' said he bad nQ plans tQ 
remember this contributiOln to hu. free, WlnOlna McKeel, Qf Balch traveltQyermany tQ meet his father ~, 
manitarian matters by the Algerian Springs, Texas, mQther Qf Marine but planned tQ walt until the cap-
peQpleandtheirlcaders,"headded. " Sgt. JQhnny McKeel Jr., was trying tives arrive in WashingtQn. 

Asked by repQrters If he knew tQ supress her joy, but COI'!d nOlt "It's going tQ be three Qr 'fQur 
when the hostages WQuld be freed bide her belief that the end was ' days at least,", he predicted. 
ChristQpher replied, "I don't know.'" near. ' The Wa,hlnglon Sl8r Jeff Needbam Qf. Bellevue, Neb .• 

He spoke Qf "Initialing" the doc. ,,:I'~ happy, very happy," she said. 'LOUISA KENNEDY brotber Olf bQstage Paul Needham 
uments, but reporters saw him sign I ve tied a freSh, new yellQw ribbon "A day of chills and thrl1\s" eXClaimed, ''ThIs Is it. It's all Olver ,: 
his full name Qn the three separate arQund the old oak tree. If Its nQt after tbe State Department called 
Instruments. It was nQt Immediately raining later today, we wm COlver from televlslQn and the State Depart· his family about 4:15 a.m. EST tQ 
clear whether he was used the term this tQwn witb yellQw rlbbOlns." ment that the agreement had been tell them Qfthe latest develQpments. 
"Initialing" In the technical sense She had been up all night awaiting signed. In Pasadena, Calif., the Rev. Earl 
Qf a pre,slgnlng Qr as a synOlnym wQrd on the negotiatlQns and said They had gathered tQgether fQr Lee and his wife, Hazel, said they 
fQr the fQrmal signing. wh't d' mutual sUPPQrt after mQnths Qf finally will al\ow themselves tQ be· 

The Qfficial Algerian press agen. u ~\\ st~~t~f ~alDlng, sbe made highs and lQWS In emotiQns. lIeve the 443-day Qrdeal Is over. 
cy, reporting the ceremQny, also said ' aft the gr!porters o:::~d~~~ !nvlte~ "Thank God we are a clQse family, "I really think it Is unbelievable," 
ChristQpher "initialed" the dOle. Qutslde tQ come In and get ;iyoun d and we see eacb Qther Qften. We've said Lee" whQse SQn, Gary, was 
uments. " . "have cOlffee an been able tOl give eacb Qtber a tre· among the captives. "But, yes, I can 

It said the State Department gave "We just '58t around a~d t lk d mendous amOlunt Olf sUPl'ort," said believe it nQw. I'm satisfied. I feel 
the Algerian charge d'affalre In We had a real ' ' , a e ~ Ernie CQoke, Qne Olf the brQthers, great excitement and satisfactiQn 
WashlngtQn a .letter early tQday she said Qf her :e~efot~~Qfe~~r. The Cookes, like most Qf the bQs, .. and thankfulness thatitlsjust abQut 
Slg~~.rar.and Sec: frlP.Jl4s..~ • __ . er tage families are taking the' advice Olver. ' 
~_. ulltEilI8QSe ~.@.fh~ il'IIR r1W:l9 JJ,f Ut!l. ~ate Del2!lrtment and maklng llit Is Olver really, but we still want 

,'0'. ,.~, lIlellUi'68Rve2ctD04.5lf1innY).tQ see Gary' Oln II plane and hear 
- u"u-~-~~lQ'.vL\~~,QA.fAfl1 t"'-4119'\"'1_' t,... n.- ... 
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