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The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com
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Vllusual alld appealillg ill its (1<',ligll. liIe /Jall/ilttlll RUIllIiI Bam 
lie.\' aboUlI mil.· frofll Aft/'lIlillg/OIl, W"SI Virginia. 

A Museum 
That 

Gracefully round, painted white, and 
with a ncat, eight-sided cupola. it 

more like a place of worship than the 
hllilrl:ino it was meant to be. But the Ham

Round Barn in northern West Vir
served its purpose well for many 
and now it serves as a monument to 

history and unusual design. 
Once far more common, round barns 

all but disappeared from our land .. 
. It is said that George Washington 
f built the first one seen in America, 

it on his Mount Vernon esl<lk. 
also tells us that some people 

circular barns because there were 
comers where evil spirits could hide. 

A sure fact, though, is that round bal ns 
particularly efficient for their time 

their use. They had spacious upper 

livestock were fed and watered at thi.~ 
trough on the barn's lower level. 

lofts, which were used for storage a 
were connected by chutcs to the livcstock 
feeding arcas below. 

The West Virginia barn, 60 feet in diam
cler, was built near Mannington in 1912 by 
Amos Hamilton, who owned what's becn 
called the largest dairy farm in these parts. 
He designed it along the lines of a barn 
he'd seen in Pennsylvania. Hamilton built 
lin two levels. with the loft in the center of 
thl' second level and a eupola above to aid 
in ventilation and lJelp dry thc hay. 

Today, the Hamilton barn on Flaggy 
Me;ldow Road is de:1Il and empty. Par
tially restored. it is owned by the West 
Augusta Historical Society, which also 
runs a small museum in Mannington. Resi
dents from the area havc donated items 
fllr hoth. 

Yokes and a few other farm tools, such 
,IS pumps, hang along the wall and stand 
together in the ccnter. Mining equipment, 
an nld bucksaw, saddles, a carriage built 
in the late l&Xl's, and other mcmorabilia 
occupy the upper level. And at thc very 
top, the cupola's windows reflect the 
mountains rising abruptly around the little 
valley below. 

The Hamilton Round Barn is about 1 
mile from Mannington. It's open every 
Sunday from I :30 to 4 p.m. during April 
through October, or by appointment for 
live or more. Admission is charged. To 
learn more, wrile to the West Augusta 
Historical S(lciety, Box 414, Manning
tOil, West Virginia 26582; or telephone 
(304) 986-2636. 

Ghorleston 
South Carolina 

Beautiful, Historic, 
Relaxing & ~un! 

17Je1r:J 110 platE lif'/: it! 
Bordered by two rivers that form 
Charleston's Harbor of History, this 
unique city has heen welcoming 
visitors year-round for over 300 years. 
Stately ante-bellum hom('s, churches, 
museums, and antique'shops _ 
beautiful plantations and gardens _ 
public and private beach resort~ & 
golf courses - carriage tours, Fort 
Sumter, Aircraft Carrier Yorktown, 
and hundreds of other things to see 
and do_ Dining is unsurpassed and 
lodging varies from charming inns to 
grand hotels. Special event, include: 
Oct.-Nov .. Fall House & Garden 
Tours and Art & Antiques Exposi
tion; Dec., Christmas in Charleston; 
Jan., Oyster Festival; Feb., Wildlife 
Exposition; Mar.-April, Festival of 
Houses. 
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