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o 
~ Threadbare mantle of summer_snow drapes" 
o ~the shoulders of Slovakia's High Tatra Moun- . 
g,ntains, a compact massif only 18 miles long. Jag-' 
1\)'. ged 8,71 I-foot Gerlach Peak, right center; caps 
I I' . 
I\) the range; a national park embraces the slopes. 

Each year more than a million visitors--foreign 
tourists mingling with vacationing workers 
bused from farms and factories-sample the 
region's superb skiing and scenery. 

180 

Beneath a banner that read "Through Mu
sic to Peace and Friendship Among Nations," 
we took seats behind the orchestra, where we 
could observe every gesture and expression 
of Yevgeniy Mravinskiy conducting the visit
ing Leningrad Philharmonic. For two hours I 
enjoyed the unusual experience of watching 
one symphony conductor watching another. 

ThE' Russians swept through the rich dis
sonances of Prokofiev's Symphony No.6 as a 
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single, pliant creature under Mravinskiy's 
baton. Their conductor, spare and ascetic
looking with steel-rimmed glasses, pleaded, 
coa.xed, demanded the perfect performance. 

"Fantastic discipline," Rohan said admir
ingly oyer our coffee cups later. "We can't 
match the Russians in this. Our orchestras 
are collections of fine musicians, but indi
yiduals. It gins them more color." 

Czechoslovakia has often been called the 
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