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The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com
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Practicing a dig, a Viking 
lander at the Jet Propulsion 

. Laboratory (above) extends 
its surface sampler over sim
ulated Martian rocks--Sty
rofoam-to scoop simulated 
Martian soil~arth sand. 

In this manner, techni
cians rehearsed operations 
on earth before Viking per
formed them on Mars. 

In addition to the biology 
instrument and two cameras, 
the jeep-size lander carries 
other devices (below) to 
sample weather, analyze 
soil and atmosphere, and re
cord any seismic tremors. 

Data from the tests are 
stored on magnetic tape, 
then transmitted to the or
biter for relay to earth. 
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