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Sv~J SL~J: ~AKE 1 OF 2 -- DETAILS 0: INQUIRY INTO U.S. BALLOON DOWNING 

MM1S09180795 AND ADD MOSCOfl KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA RUSSIAN 16 
SE? -- MORE ON FINDINGS ON BALLOON SEooTDOw~ 

SOUR SOURCE: MINSK ZVYAZDA IN BELARUSIN~ 16 SEP 95 PP 1,3 
TEXT TEXT: 

//«REPORT BY SYARHEY KHRYFACH: "THE BELARUSIANS, SWISS, AND 
POUS ARE ' BLAMED' ?OR THE DEATH OF U. S. BALLOONISTS. WHERE IS THE 
TRUTH?" -- FIRST PARAGRAPH PUBLISHED IN BOLDFACE; PASSAGE WITHIN 
S~~TLlNES PUBLISHED IN ITALICS» 

«FElIS TRANSLATED TEXT» A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS AND VERSIONS 
IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDED THE UNIQUE TRAGEDY OF THE u.s. BALLOON WHICH 
WAS DOWNED OVER THE COUNTRY'S TERRITORY. SO WEAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED 
IN S'!AROZAWSKI RAYON, BREST OSLAST? WAS IT A WAFT OF A NEW "COLD 
WA.~," WHICS WOULD BE VERY ILLOGICAL AND SENSELESS IN TaE Ct1RR£NT 
POLITICAL SITUATION? OR wAS IT ABSURDITY THAT CIAIMED THE LIVES OF 
TWO PEOPLE? TO PUT IT BRIEFLY, BELARUS HAS FOUND ITSELF FACING A 
r....a..RGE INTERNATIONAL SCANDAL: ON THE ONE'SIDE OF THE BARRICADE THERE 
IS A SMALL, INDEPENDENT, AND W=:UT:R.~L STATE WHICH IS JUST GAINING 
PRESTIGE AI'lI) RENOWN IN THE WORLD, AND ON THE OTEiER SIDE IS THE 
UNITED ST.UES OF AMERICA, A STATE POw~RFUL IN ALL RESPECTS. 

TO REMOVE ALL DOUBTS AND INSINUATIONS, AS WELL AS TO ISSUE AN 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT FOR THE FOREIGN PRESS, THE ~~ERS OF THE STATE 
COMMISSION FOR INVESTIGATING THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT, WHICH WAS SET UP 
AT TEE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL INSTRUCTION, PROVIDED DETAILS OF THEIR 
INVESTIGATION ON 14 SEPTEMSER. TEE.'! w"ERE R;;:;>ORT;E:O BY 'fURy SIV-AI<OW, , ", ...... .. . . '. : ... .::.<, .. :..., ,,/ . .,', . .,:.' ~ .. <~.;.,;. 
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COMMISSION DEPUTY C.':A!?~'1..;\N .l..'iD CaIE: 0: TEE 3EL"\ .. ::WSLl.N SECU?!TY 
COUNCIL OPERATIONAL DE?A?TMENT, FIRST DEPUTY =OREIGN MIN!STER 
VALERYY TSAPKALA, ~'iD STATE AVIATION COMMITTEE CKAI?~t~~ RYnOR 
FYODA..V,W. 

SO, ON 12 SEPTE~GER AT 0914, THE ;~TIAIRC~A.:T DE:ENSE DETEcrED A 
BALLOON IN BELARUSI~'i AIRSPACE. THE SERVICE~~N ~~R! SURPRIS~D BY 
T~E BALLOON'S UNEXPECTED ~~PE.~~NCE. SINCE TEEY aA.D NO INCON~l.TION 

~30UT IT. THE CENTRl.L CO~_~~U POST ~~~~INED ALL APPLICATIONS «FOR 
FLIGHT ?E~~ITS». AS A P~SULT OF THE E~~INATION. THEY CONCLu~ED 
'!'::.r..T THIS FLYING OBJECT SHOULD NOT iLWE BEEN IN THAT PLACE AT THAT 
T!ME, SINCE THERE WAS NO APPLICATION CONCERNING IT. FOLLOWING THIS, 
~~JOR GENERAL VAL~RYY ~.STENXA, CO~_~~~ER 0; TaE ~~TrAIRCRAFT 
DEFENSE, IN ACCORD.~CE WITH NORMATI~ ACTS, DECIDED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
HIGHEST ALERT. 

'AT 1136 A TAKE-OFF ORDER wAS SENT TO PRUZHANY AIP$IELD. A MI-24 
COMBAT HELICOPTER TOOK OFF I\'ITH THE HISS!ON TO CLARIFY ALL REQUIRED 
I~70~~~T!ON ABOUT THE AIRC~;;T AND TO IDENTIFY IT. IN PARTICULAR, 
THE CREW WAS INSTRUCTED NOT TO APPROACH THE OBJECT CLOSER T~~ 50 
t-ZT::RS. 

AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME, THE CHOPPER APPROACHED THE "1.170" p,:r 100 
~~TERS. THIS TOOK PLACE 4 KILO~~TERS A~AY FROM ANOTHER AIRBASE -
ASOWTSY. THE HELICOPTER CRE~ REPORTED THE FOLLO~ING: 

/"w~ C.l.N SEE A SMALL BALLOON OF A 3- OR 4-METER OIA.'1ETER. il,,N 

ATTACHMENT RESEMBLING A CLOSED FREIGHT CONTAINER ~~GS ON THE ROPE. 
T::E ENTIRE CONSTRUCTION w"EIGES APPROXIM.~TELY 1 TONNE. THERE A..~ NO 
!DENTIFICATION SIGNS. NOBODY IS ANSh~~INu INQUIRIES ON THE 121.5 
l·!..::Z INTER"i.~TION.lI.L EMERGENCY FREQUENCY. THE OBJECT IS ~IOVING AT AN 
ALTITUDE OF 2,300 ~~TERS IN A NORTH-~l.STERLY DIRECTION OVER A 
:-!!LLTARY AIRFIELD AND NEAR A DEPLOYMENT SITE OF STRATEGIC HISSILE 
TROOP UNITS." / 

THE MI-24 FIRED WA.~ING SEOTS FROM 600 METERS: THERE WAS NO 
REACTION. FOLLO~ING THIS, THE AIR DEFENSE CO~uER HIMSELF GAVE 
TEE· ORDER TO DESTROY THE BALLOON. TS~ HELICOPTER ~UVERED, ~~E A 
ISO-DEGREE TURN, AND AT 1154 -- THR!E MINUTES AFTER FIRING THE FIRST 
ROUND -- THE YOUNG CAPTAIN AGAIN PUL!ZO THE TRIGGER OF THE HEAVY 
l"'_~CHlNE GUN. SOME 20 BULLETS PIERCED THE BALLOON, AND THE GONDOLA 
?LUNGED FROM 2,300 METERS &~D CRASHED 8 KILOMETERS EAST OF BYAROZA, 
!N A FOREST NEAR'THE VILLAGE OF KRUBLAYE. 

SOON AFTER THIS, A.~OT!!ER 1'NO BALLOONS k::?.E DETECTED. THEY fi"ERE 
ALSO WA..~~D BY A HELICOPTER, BUT IT oro NOT CO~~ TO SHOOTING, SINCE 
T~EIR CREWS RESPONDED TO RADIO INQUIRIES AND IDENTIFIED THEIR 
NATIONALITY BY DISPLAYING u.S. FLAGS. THE FIRST BALLOON LANDED IN 
TEE VICINITY OF ZELVA AT 1500, AND TSE SECOND LANDED NEAR LUNlNETS 
AT 1815, AND SERVICEMEN fROM DA~~-HARADOK ACCOMMODATED THE CREW IN 
TH::IR DI\,ru\A'\\..l\.:! 
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