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(b) (3) 

surur..cT: R"tl.ctions to n l-~rthc:r US !U.Udup in South Vldntm 

1. In this 1T.r;li,or~n1um \:c ccnsi<icr fOl'ci"C;n l'C(!CtiOllS ,to en 

CSSu,T.eo U3 buildup to 150,000 troopo in Vletr.oll'l 53 cC'l'lpnrod 'l-rii.:h 

tho 50,000 now present and the 70,000 l"vel ~UQ to be renchcd in' 

A1.lCV.st. \1'3 casu.ne that no co;r.prcbenslvQ public announCelX.~!Lt of' , 

torce teals ,:ould be J!,r..de, cnd t.!:.!l.t i"orclt;n opinion \lou1d be 

re(;ctins to n sredual perception of the US ('ours.:! of £!etlon. 

2. O'lr z::.oin cor.clus:io:ls are t.hat t~is st.l'en~i;hcn!l1g or the, 

Uil c(~~eHr:.C'nt ~ou1d I~!:e so;~a h.prasslon on the t'ol'!:"lUnlsts, lind 

VO'Jld rail'c serr.c ct'.n:;ers in cur rcletio:::s \lith tl:c S"uth Victn'll!;e~a, 

but. t!l:l.t the ir..Forumt rcactio:ls ,rO'J.ld COL"!.) let.er, ,-hen tho 

cO:ls1cl'!I'aticns oro cUscussed in the ;('ollowina I-0rn::;repr.s. 

3. 'ir.e :Initial l'e3(:t:lons or the SO\lth ·ii~tn:jJ~.;:s" ';O'.lld be 

SO!!:~.::~::t f:,:bivl.'lcnt; encoul'a&,,~,=nt o .. ·.}r thll, relcfONer..ent, 

255 



Memo Reactions to a Further US Buildup in South Vietnam, 10 June 1965 

" . 

'" .... d 

. loth tho z-er.r'?>:lG1bil1ty 1'or '~he' ,'or ~nd the Stit:,t13 of (·n Ol"IllY' 

ofoccut:t!tion , .. Uh c(\lon1a11st ~i.'it1cn~, This tc:!'dl!:'lCY 1;()~11r.\ \'0) 

10('.s i1' tho us 1'01'ce·s 'W~re u:;ed in a to':l1:·ile i":::~hion to F.s~ist 

t·hc cff.-:cti\'<;ness of t·hc totnl llS efrort, !>~l1tic::ll, C'collo:n10, 

end. dil?l~::;~tie, :lS \\ell e.G .:;:Ilite.ry, Ii' this prod\;cc:d (\ slecl:cn,

ina .oi' . .vC pr~::~\\=o3, US-Sc\r~h Vlctt:!?!';;:!se \)orkil13 rele.tiOl:s \-.-ould': 

be :ro.~r1y t'I!.Qotb. If, on the conta-a..-y, the ,,"Or dl."~s::;etl on van-

Co:::Cl'.."J.1&t P.ol3ct10:l9 -_ ..... _ .... -------_.-

5. y':ict_~~~I:L~;t._~~.. ':e ~·~lie.ve t·ha·1:, a U3 b".llldup :itself', 

on tb~ $c~le cor.sidiO-Nd h~ra, vcu.ld mrt: alte.\" \"c/v?cV ti!:temlmrt.i'?n 
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(Continued ... ) 

. -" ' ., ' " . . . ' ,~' ,~" 
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(Continued ... ) 

~~,;,~ .~ "'~' ~,' ~ ,. , .' • . _. , ' , ll, '. ,'.' 

!:J..' J ~ f· ... rt:" 

it·s (jr~t·.;:n.:tl:3tiOIl 1:01; to :.cc ... [\; rr.i1ltm:;r d,:.fr:!t. T',l\; "tho:! trl'~.\·,!l 

(lr ~l:J fc,rc<:s in th:=--,) r:';7Itel's ,;(,uld r:.o·!; cl:::m;;e the Cc:-':''Jnf.ct.3' 

t::o;:\.c C;,llC\ll{\tio:) thnt H:c,ir ct::yin'l I-eNCl,' is inhe:rcntlj' !:ll.I;cr:lor 

to t·!::! t (11" f.;oi Gon a;)d '·:,,:;h1nC't.olh 

6. ~l:C! rcol te:st, the:n, \lould bo tl~C1t of cornbot. '1'h;) Viet 

Con3 l~cl.U.d l:"¢CfOnd, :::1.1 it hoa to I'p.st injc'ctiol'lS or us 1'Ol'COS, 

'by stq:rir.::; up the·insJ.rccncy, end the. fl~V vonld Ninforce it Of) 

!lecc!.!!'cry '~itb r.:C!l and cQ,.ui!::.ent, includin,3 fw·t,hcr lir..;, unUs 

<-1' the :Fl\.VH. III thts effort, the Cc::-~·.ur.ists l:()uld !'l'C'bablyhold 

to tt.e:lr x:·t'es~nt stratcrY of nttrlt!on f,nd s'J.'t·.erslon, eltho'.l~ 

01'\ a si::;rdf1c,·!~·tly ~nel' .. ;csrsd seele. They ,:ould !'till s·€.I?!t to 

(;.ci'e::t tr.e C..vli thro'..l::;h e:rJ-.:;lust:ion er.d :l.lit:e::l;~l colJ.:::psa \li·"l".out 

lott.in5US/OVi~ forces "r.~n::;a thG:ll in c1eeisiv'3 1:::sttle. 

7. l.';a c10 no·;: L;O\T 1':C\I t!-.e test of ec:"!'t':et vou.ld co::e o'J.t 

:!t the 1';':01 of US i!:.\,Clh·.:;!!.·=rit I:C~ laing <:or.9ice:,~d. If, El.t this.,. 

C'r ::c::.~ H!iher ~.e\"Q)'1 t·l-:e tid.) of ""li.ttle l".111~ a59.i:lst t!l<3 Viet 

C't'llS :LOl' .:l s"J.~s~.nd;iel l'E::l':!.od, tl.e Cc·::r.lli'list.s ·",.:'uld preob;)bly 

cO;1!'iG:;:.' a In;,.~~-~cf'le llro-J.."'ld ofJ."er.9i·,o ~y n.''l tr;,op. They 

\';;1"I1d l-;oco::,ni<:e, hc\:.:.· .. er, t~~t t~c cr:.l~r::;¢d US fe-rees hed r.:ede 

this I',,)N aUfic\l1t. ~ey 'l>culd 01..$0 fc~\l' t~t:t tl.e US, lrlth Q 

Yi!ry hac\')' 6·~~·.k1l in tha "fir, l/ould r.ot eccept c.etcct in that n~l 
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fQrces. They \·ou.ld be l'(ll·t!culal'ly 111~cly to r.::oct. in t.h1s l:OY 

if thGy h£ld 'becc.!:'.e convinced t.h:lt 1n ony cnlc.l'c.c;:(l war, the US 

O. ChiM. Pelpina lIould react to ·(·he c!lsl<froed US 'b\tildup 

by \:.reinS the 'iC and the DRV to c"nt"ir"l~ t.he st.l"l!~:ble. It ll0Ul.d· 

r4'c:.".icc to come t.o c:Cnoi I s aid it' t~lC US im·o.'l.w,.::,nt rc~ched ·~·bc 

" (Continued ... ) 

trcop noyer:cnts in South Ch1r.a t.o ;.m(!cl·sco~·e tMs cc::'~it::::nt. 1:0 

~'C"o!y tb.n the :n..'w to cor.clude th~t l:;r.::.a~ ~S grol!nd forces could 

turn t~a ti~o. 

['uti-tIS line, }:c,d :railed to t.'lrn tho US 1':(';11 its ,·c~;'t'sa. \':a 

- II -
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(Continued ... ) 

A&c.cu i. I t?'''''TVtiee' 

U.::tt ·(Ce US CUll c.yoid (!velitu'.'Il ccrc~t ill Vlc~tn~m. In t.his :.cct.or I 

en incrr:;J.siI1!l inJccticn of US i'o:!'~os ';vuld ba seen os n prc-

dC:.:J.<;ctic cl·:~ticitM. Co·;.::rr.::.:!:-.ts 1, .... ich O1'1'OC3 t·ho liS, such IlS 

l'rQ.nc~ t.!.d Im'lill, \'::n.:'-d step \!~ t.~~ir PNSSu.r~S :lor llC:;ot.ic.ti(ms. 

In r,cn.::rt!l, ho;:e:ver, ti:esc \;orld :-':~CtiOr.3 ,:ould not he.\".1 es 

P::::t"t1 C l"!:l t·o t'S':l oi' r<.':< :~.~.:';:r;s 
.......... , .... _ •• __ ..... " ... _ ._ ...... _, • •• _ ••• n ....... 

to incr.:n~i;d RCK cC·:-iii:b;:.;nto ~1l t.hnil' n~dst. Greoter fiOK troop 
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., \ • -: I ~ ~ r • , -. • ',:';!; , ~', \' '~\ : ' ! 

'N i' :Iii - ~ iii 1* 

::b,lh K"r.~'), tho\::;h ::'Ci~~ J:i;.:UcrJn;;s y·:,uH L<;l t:c·:u"a.. In 'lllC c.vcnt 

Ol~ raj...-,.· f("{ t.1COp lo::r.cs I it 1:; 11 I,~ly tl.:!t labU c ~~crJt:lil.cnt 

in f.'j·.th ;:':.,',".:(1 (-- [;t~!;:.l1t\tc'l 1~1 l""j'vlli:!Ytma r.:·dio :m(l dc::·:-:.:tic 

vPI.~t:it:to::'lh:;t:: -- ,:oul.d LaC-in to qu..:;::t:!.on tho juclC::,c:'It of Fl'.:&idcr.t 

Frk, th(':l'l)t'y c:ontrH.utln& to tho cll'lc;rJ.e r.-oliticol jnstt'.bilU), 

~n r,o\l.th i:crr:3. l:Cl·th 1:01'0(11 thr('.uch propt'c:or.c;a c.nd troop ~c¥c

r..ents fol'!~ I poosil>ly I contrivc.d incidentS in t.ho Korean r.!·:Z Ill'~11 

·'O'.lld f.[;'''·;i,~pt to hci,~htt:n e.ny ir.sccurity er.:c~ south I:oreans 

that <!e·'·"lo~Ed ns a l':>sult of troop sl",ii'ts to S~luthe:::.st 1'.&1e • 

• 6. 

ollJlj ; ,og~ ii 
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