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OWICZ OF NATIONAL ESTIMlW.8 

II'JImAtmtIM OF DFOltHATION NO. 36 

J'OR. lIatiaaal IetSmates Boud 

stJB.1'm!. the POlud.blliV ot aD E~ Kajor Viet MiDb Attack iD IudochSDa 

I . I. 
I I raports or a Viet Mi2h diOll1CXl iiid PIe to ittBCik hob 
nnell 1il timJdJi between lS 8Ild 20 Maroh. I ; . I 

I Jstate4 : was oonttimeCt net r11iih ti'Oop movements iD4 
. I CIA bas 1'80eS.'wetl 1Ddepetlden~. but 
L.p .. n-oau .......... q...,...-,X"x .... ·(jIlllU-.'thr.fi"r.'C'lliB -!;~o~r.ts1ni04.0;;fft.;;;-.. l!Io~ar~'D. s!mUar deta:lls of an al.1ese4 Viet . 
M1Dh plan .to leuneb a major attack between 15 and 20 Mareh. In 'the' past 
HYeral woka. CIA has alBO received JIUIIl8roU8 le88 specifio reports from 
~a of l2DkDcMl reUabWtJ'to thC" etten that a Viet Minh otteaslw 
1. apeotcd -soon" 0 

Although these reports cazmot be ccmslderec1 aonl~UB1"1e. i,t 18 logical 
that the Viet MiDh vJ.ll nteq>t another attaok 1n T01~ before the r., 

'If'I'. 

monaocms end bet~ the French position 08Il be 8~ened by tho 8rr1:tal·'··· 
ac4 integration of Frenah reilltorcement. and .&t1UOJ\ol US equ:1p111ellt. AD 
ear:b' attack, hcnrovell". would depan4 on the state ot ,riet 11f.JJh m1lltary pre
paratiODa. Viet M1Db atI'erlgth has iIIoreue4 in '0IlJdD by scae 20,000 aDd . 
the cmr:rent d1sposit1on ot Viet M:lDh toroltS would per.m1t tho attaoko which ap
pear to be plGDned v.lth 11ttle additional mmremel)t of' troops. It 'l-JOUld appear, 
thereto:;,e!J that the gov8Ml1ng faotor in the tim1JJg or a Viet J.aa1a ~ 
attaok be tho extent to "~1ch the Viet rUDh has 0'181'00ID8, tbJ'oa€Jbt 
Chmese udetece, Itbortages 111 eS8~t-1al equ1p21Mlt, partiau1arl¥ artU.-
1ery. Field reports are 1n oont'.U.ot on the extent (~t actual de11ve~ 

~=:;t but~ ~ Iteels cwta:ll'l,1 ·1 
!TJiat dellver;y of ar\;:uoouny nau~ass8Ci. 1'or UU:D~, 

Y1 . operations cannot beam before 2' March .• 
. ~.~... ".. . 

A8 baa been tho oaae tor 0"181' a year, fteld repe.rts ecmtinuo to etat. 
the 1nterrention 0 t ChiDese forces i8 Slnm1Derlt 0 Some! wight bas been added to 
ncb a poas1bi11~ l1il1ch accepts tho pNMDoe of 
30.000 Chinese Cft regwoaro 1l] TODldri. CIA has: also n:tee1.Vect a report. 
tftm an unteate4 souroe with claimed aCNa8 to the Viet l-aDb COJlIIm!d atatillg 
that an' all-out Viet Minh attaek 1D 'l'oDldn SD earl.T March v111 be suppo1'te4 
'b1' 20,000 Ohmes8 COIIII1UD1st recuJ,ara 11."", 1n TODldD aDd by naval. aDd air UD1te 
baed 011. Ba1naD. Numerous other reports do not ment!cm part1cipaticm or 



I ~ hopoe ~ NIJIIle!JIg tho Viet rUm ettook v1~ the __ 
a9ani.b1iJUl2h 8I1d beUft'eI! there 1s enn the posslbW ty oteo manU,. 
the V:1e't &10 they vould be UD8bl.e to lamah another f'ull-eoale attaok 
1D 'l'onldD w1 tbout the aid ot Ch1nese CCIIIIllUr.1st troops • 
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