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, , MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Hanoi t s Motives 

N~: ~s mem.oranclum represents the concJ.usions arrived at ~er 
discussion by ana.Js'sts from CIA, nm, and DIA. 

1. Hanoi t s mov'e almost certainly does not f'orecast' a che..nge 

in its war aims, but the statement of' 3 April is a significant 
-O#---;.,,;~ 

.. ' 

departure in tactic:!!. The North Vietnamese leaders have abandO!l.ed 

th.eir arlanien:tly-he14position'that there couJ.dbe no of'f'icial 
" .. ~'. • ..........' ••. ' •• " ~". I 

contacts at all b~c,re the 'bombing totally ceased. 

2. There is on,a ,possible motivation which we would virt-.lelly 

, . rule \ out: while' Hanoi may have been concerned by the mounting costs 

, . 'of', an accelerated military ef'f'ort, it was not constrained bY' 

inability to carry 'on the war. It may -- though we doubt that 
, ' 

this was important -- ,have f'elt ~t the President had lef"t 

himself' free to carry out a maj,or escalation 'of the conf'ict if' 
, , 

the ~esponsa,was negative or long-delayed • 
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3. The quicbesB of Hanoi's response suggests that it 

. TJJB:Y' already have ded,ded, before the President r s ata. tement, to 

. go over to "talk-fightll tactics if an opportunity o1':f'ere~ itsel.f' , 

during the ID:nter-spl'ing ofi'ensive •. HoWever ,this may be, we 

be~ieve that DRV'motives we,re' (a) to assure .themselves. that the' 

re,spi te in bombing which they now have will continue, and hcpe

ru.iJ.y to force~ the ll~ to a complete cess~tion' o:r all bombing of . ." ,.' , 

the North; (b) to ex]?~oit sentiment w.i.thin the US in favor of 
, . 

. ending the war, and. if possible to lead the US GovernI:l.ent to a 
. '. 

point wh~e US pUbl:i':: oPinion woul.d not toler~te a reversal 

towards .height~ned c'::mf'lict; (c) to intensify divis'ions between 
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the US and the GVN; and (d) to accel.erate disarray in Saigon and ~:.:~':.'~~' . 

unaermine the willingness of the South Vietnamese to fight. 
, ," 

4. It is possible that Hanoi read' the President' s stat~ent 

as a decisiv.e change' in US polley -- an~ssion of unlri.l.lingness 

to continue the war J and a first step towards accepting the con-

. sequences. At least, from Hanoi' B point of view, the situation 

in both the US and South Vietnam since Tat must seem. much more 
• '. 1 

vulnerable to talk-:f.'ight tactics, and to of'f'er an opportunity 

. ~ :f'~r Hanoi to. expl.orEI the possibilities of a.' settJ.ement on terms 
. -: : ...... : .... , .. '.. 

·fa.vorable·toit. 
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Fc)r the North Vietnamese must, atter all, be "'" 
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conscious of strains 'ill their society arising from the war, as 

well as of the OPportunities offered by the present situation. 
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