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 OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

- ; Yo - Cleee e —'--——- 3 April 1968 R
(b) 13) : - MEMORANDUM
' SUBJECT: Hanol's Motives
: . o NOTE This mémorand.um represents the conclusions arrived at after

discussion by analysts from CIA, INR, and DIA. =

l.

Ha.noi's nmove aJmost certainly dces not forecast a change

.111 its war a.ims but the sta.uement of 3 April is e sigm.fice.nt ,

"’

' departure in tactics. The North Vietnamese leaders have abandcned

- the:.r a.damant:Lv-held p081tion that there could. be no off:.cla.l

contacts
2.

. . rule out:

'this was

at aJ_'L befcre the bombing uotaJ_’Ly cea.sed.

Ther_e is one possible moti_vation fdhich we would virtually

while'Ha.noi nay 'ha.ve been concerned by the mounting costs

- of, an accelera.ted military eﬁ‘ort it was not constrained by

. inability to ca.rry on the war. I‘t nay -- though we doubt tha.t

important - ha.ve felt tha.t ‘ahe President had left

: maelf free to carry out & major escalation of the con:h.ct if AT

o the re3ponse wa.a nega.tn.ve or long-delayed
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for Ha.noi to explore 'hhe poss;.billties of s. settlement on terms

| fa.vora.ble to it Fc:r the North V:Letnamese nm.at after a.ll, be )

3. The quickness of Hanoi's response suggests that it

.may ai.rea.dy have deci.d.ed, ‘before the President’s ata.tement to .
'go over to "talk-f:.ght" tact:.cs :x.f an cpportumty orfered 1tself -

: du:::.ng the mnter-sprmg offensive. However this ;na.y be, we

believe that DRV motives were (a) to assure themselves that the’

' respite in bombing which they now have will continue, and hope-

fu.j.ly '_l‘,o qu_-ce'- the US to a camplete cessetion'of all boumbing of |

" the North; ('b) to exploit aentiment within the US in favor of

.ending the war, and if possi’ble to lead. the US Government to a

-

- point where US pubh~~ oplnion would not tolerate a reversal

towa.rds hel.ghtened conflict; (e) to mtensify div:.slons ’oetween

the Us and the GVN, and (d) to accelerate disa.rray in Seigon ard _ma.

' undermine the '-n.llmgness of the South V:.etne.mese to fight.

RIS & is; ﬁossible that Hanoi rea.&'t'he“President's statément 7
as & declsive change in US policy -~ an admission of unwillingness |

to continue the war, and a first step toﬁa.rds accepting the con-

) eequences. At 1east from Hanoi's po:.nt of view, the situation

in both the US and South Vietna.m since Tet must seem much more

vulnera.ble to talk-i:.ght tactics, and to of‘rer an opportunlty '

0
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'c9n§cious of strains in their society arising.frém the war, as

yel; a;»pfzﬁpelqpportunities offered by the present situation.
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