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ummw FOR: Directer of Central Intelligencs . |
SUBJECT: O/NE Cemments ou Present Napurs of Thraat
R Seuth Vistnam
1. Wse have uthvud gar astimates bearing on the
elteation ia Vistaam® 1a the light of the contridutions o
the new Vistaum sstimats which ia Gue to the TAC on 17
July. The portions of thess estimaates which relats to
Vietminh inteatiens and to the internal security nitu"an '
remain substantially valid, btut somse mdman@ ia parti-
aular dmthac aze noted bales. | '
2. Altheugh the Vistaamess Naticnal Army (sbout
142, 308 men) has made gradusl progress in resrganization
md um §t stil} could nat delay an fnvasien of the
groatly supsrior Vietmink army (about 263, 008 regular
TR T T Chlaese Communtst Capabilitien and Probable
GCoursss of Action threugh 1960 (3 January 1554); NIE
$3.1-3-55: Probadls Devolopments in Vistasm to July

1986 (1} Osteber 1935); and RIE $3.1-55: Probable Develop-
smasts in North Viatuam (19 Jaly 1333).




.. txospe) fax more than 0 dxys north of the Ban Me Thuot-

| vequirements of hsir present “peacsful” tactcs.

o g&tnﬁogﬁu\uﬂu mng’n‘g—?oﬁ? ,

- Vietnsmsse costrel. Heowsver, the over-all sacurity situa-

. o " thon within ths South is improviag due to the lacreasiag .

.-a!..q.nzi arsa. (Sowth Central Annsmn.)

Y Howsver, ws cantinue to delieve, .u-. stated in NIE
-u..un..uﬂr—vctd Communist Capebilides and Probable Cournes
of Agtion throagh 1960) that the Vieumink will ot lausch an &
" epeun invasiea of South Vietnam, st lenst for the asxt «.!..

e so. Ths Commmaiste will bo u.-.n-ul&.n.u.cﬁ avert mili-

tary setien by fear of possihle US countss azes-u_._vm?.

. R 1 io%?rﬁodq.r-p?ﬂgrgﬂ%; R |
_Stnn‘i resistioce within the South, poseidly

Rorih, Altbsugh our estimate of the numbar of armsd Viet-
solak i the South is dawa 5 bit from last year's figure of
10,000, tha Vietmish probadly could develop a guerrills effort,
on such & seale as to deny large arvas o rural Viatasa to ;

sffectivensss of Vistnam's military aad socurity forees, the
sxtension of ths Civil Gusrd and Sslf-Dafense Corps network, .
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‘and pelttical aaéd ecesomic measures of the govarament.
| FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL KSTIMATES:

. Assistant Director
Nadeasl Estimates






