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MEmRANDUM FOR THE DIREC'roR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

SUBJECT: Political Trends in saigon 

1. Bao Dat is continuing his efforts to retain his nominal 

role as Chief of State and now has a "new" plan, differing 

only slightly fron; previous plans, which he may present to 

French and US officials in Paris. This plan may receive some 

support from the French, but it would almost certainly be 

unacceptable to practically all elements in Vietnam. The 

events or the past two weeks have practically eliminated Bao 

Dai's influence in Vietnam. There is little remaining senti

ment for his retention, even as a constitutional rrnnarch. Diem 

and his supporters almost certainly would not now agree to any 

council named by Bao Dai, and particularly one containing Buu 

loe, Buu Hoi, aoo the Cao Dai Pope. Any effort to "sell n this 

plan to Diem would almost certainly be rejected. 

2. At the moment, Diem, and within the French Government 

at least the French Foreign Office, appear to agree that Bao 

Dai has little influence and that probably he will be eventual~ 

deposed.. They also appear to agree that this should be 
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to be Ut1Da the Ettatei General 81 a coUDterQ1cht to tn. u:

.... , pr'U8ur.· ar¥nat1nc trol!L the n.volut1onary Council.. 
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tor b1e goYwJIIeM., that tM pniJUt blab t1esree ()t eusp1e1en 

01 henob .,t1'Ve1 and actiotW '1n thel' .. nt. cr1eie mtq' be 
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4wba tMt recent erb11J that .. beUe- l' UD1t.kel3' that ~ 
, ' ' 

te\1l4 com.rJCe DiIm that the 'lHneh vere. t1 Y1rc ttl'll euppart, 
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, < 

01 .." Dei. ,In thb .-..nt, !):t~ 11111 p:obab~ t .. l it. eeaeoUal 

,. 10 .long. As he has explained to !'1!buee40r Collins, he 

M11e-qg ftevel"1Oneft 18 againltt !iao Dat., and he wo~ pl'obab~ 

BU....,. ~t to rulet taribel" .,uld .er1o~ prejul.1ce h18 
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