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L EGISLATION COMMITTEE
M o n t h ly  N e ws l e t t e r  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 8


M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R
The Legislation Committee continues 
to engage with the Hill and other 
stakeholders on various legislative 
initiatives, such as reform of  the Program 
Fraud Civil Remedies Act. 


On September 26, 2018, H.R. 4917, the 
IG Subpoena Authority Act, passed the 
House under suspension of  the rules.  
This bill would enhance IG oversight 
efforts by authorizing IGs to subpoena 
the attendance and testimony of  witnesses 
as necessary in the performance of  the 
functions of  the Inspector General Act 
of  1978, as amended (IG Act) or the 
functions from the authorizing statutes 
of  IGs not authorized under the IG 
Act.  During the debate, Representatives 
Steve Russell and Jimmy Gomez made 


speeches in support of  the bill (see page H9070).  Representative Gomez 
specifically laid out the safeguards included in the bill that would put in 
place an additional check on the use of  this authority (e.g. subpoena panel).  
Representative Russell included the CIGIE views letter on H.R. 4917 into 
the Congressional record.  We will continue to engage with the Hill as 
appropriate on this initiative.


Summaries of  key bills introduced since the previous newsletter was 
published are provided below, as well as comments on bills that have 
undergone significant changes or have seen significant action.  The 
Legislation Committee last convened on October 9, 2018.


T H E  L E G I S L AT I O N  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T S  R E G U L A R LY  O N 
T H E  S E C O N D  T U E S D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  AT  1 0 : 0 0  A . M .  


AT  C I G I E  H E A D Q U A R T E R S .


SOURCE: ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL



https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4917?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4917%22%5D%7D&r=1

https://www.congress.gov/crec/2018/09/26/CREC-2018-09-26.pdf

https://ignet.gov/sites/default/files/files/CIGIE%20Views%20letter_HR4917_June7_2018.pdf

https://www.flickr.com/photos/uscapitol/8248423214/in/album-72157627522484962/
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N E W  L E G I S L AT I O N


H.R. 6891, THE ANTI-DEFICIENCY REFORM AND ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2018


On September 25, 2018, the Anti-Deficiency Reform and Enforcement Act of  2018 was introduced 
by Representative Paul Mitchell.  It was marked up and reported out by the House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform (HOGR) on September 27, 2018.  Upon request by HOGR, 
we provided informal feedback on the bill prior to introduction.  


The introduced version of  the bill would: 


• require IGs “to the extent practicable,” conduct a biennial assessment beginning November 
30, 2019:  (1) assessing whether an Anti-deficiency Act (ADA) violation occurred in the 
preceding two fiscal years that was not reported; and (2) identifying internal controls, policies, 
procedures, rules, regulations, or management practices that may be contributing to any such 
violation, or could contribute to such violations; and


• require IGs to award a cash payment (the lesser of  $1,000 or an amount equal to 1 percent of  
the amount of  such violation) to an agency employee whose disclosure of  a potential ADA 
violation results in a report of  an ADA violation (awards to be paid from the appropriations 
of  the employee’s agency used for employee awards or bonuses).


H.R. 7032, THE ADAM S. LOVINGER WHISTLEBLOWER REPRISAL ACT OF 2018


On October 5, 2018, the Adam S. Lovinger Whistleblower Reprisal Act of  2018 was introduced 
by Representative Louie Gohmert and was referred to HOGR.  The bill amends the Intelligence 
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of  2004 (50 U.S.C. 3341(j)(4)) to enhance protections 
for individuals who hold a security clearance and who are subject to whistleblower retaliation.  
Specifically, it states that upon a “finding” by an IG that an officer or employee “directed, 
recommended, or materially furthered prohibited reprisal” related to altering an employee’s security 
clearance or access determination, they will be subject to one or more of  the following: 


• A suspension from duty without pay for a period of  at least 14 days.
• A reduction in grade.
• Revocation of  security clearance. 
• Removal from Federal service.
• Referral to OPM for debarment from the Federal service for a period not to exceed 10 years.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6891/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+6891%22%5D%7D&r=1

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/7032/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7032%22%5D%7D&r=1
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U P D AT E S


S. 3107, THE FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
(FSGG) APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019 &


H.R. 6147, INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, FINANCIAL SERVICES AND 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, 
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND TRANSPORTATION, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019 


H.R. 6147, the appropriations spending package, passed the House in July. The bill, as amended 
by the Senate, includes provisions related to IGs authorizing travel by agency heads, in exceptional 
security circumstances (which originated in Section 633 of  S. 3107, the Senate FSGG appropriations 
bill). The Legislation Committee engaged with Hill stakeholders on this provision of  the bill.  In 
September, the House and Senate met in conference to discuss H.R. 6147, but did not reach an 
agreement.  The appropriations package may be the starting point for further FSGG negotiations 
prior to expiration of  the current continuing resolution in early December.  The Legislation 
Committee will continue to engage on this issue, as appropriate.  H.R. 6147, as amended by the 
Senate, still provides $2 million to CIGIE for Oversight.gov.


H.R. 2196, TO AMEND TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, TO ALLOW 
WHISTLEBLOWERS TO DISCLOSE INFORMATION TO CERTAIN RECIPIENTS


The bill was introduced on April 27, 2017 by Representative Russell and passed the House on 
October 11, 2017.  The bill was received in the Senate on October 16, 2017 and referred to the 
Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee (HSGAC).  HSGAC voted the bill 
out of  committee without amendment on September 26 and issued its committee report on October 
11, 2018.  


Under current law, 5 U.S.C. § 2302(b)(8)(B), disclosures are protected if  made to “the Special 
Counsel, or to the Inspector General of  an agency or another employee designated by the head of  
the agency to receive such disclosures….”  This bill would amend this language so that protected 
disclosures could be made to “the Special Counsel, the Inspector General of  an agency, a supervisor 
in the employee’s direct chain of  command up to and including the head of  the employing agency, 
or to an employee designated by any of  the aforementioned individuals for the purpose of  receiving 
such disclosures….”      



https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/3107/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+3107%22%5D%7D&r=1

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6147?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+6147%22%5D%7D&r=1

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2196/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22h.r.+2196%22%5D%7D&r=1

https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/115th-congress/senate-report/346
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S. 2463, BETTER UTILIZATION OF INVESTMENTS LEADING TO 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2018 (BUILD ACT OF 2018), & 


H.R. 5105, BUILD ACT OF 2018, & 


H.R. 302, FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2018


On February 27, 2018, S. 2463 was introduced by Senator Bob Corker, and was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations.  H.R. 5105, the House counterpart of  the BUILD Act of  2018, 
was introduced the same day by Representative Ted Yoho and was referred to the House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs.  Both bills would have created a new IG.


The Senate version of  the BUILD Act language creating the new IG was included in H.R. 302, 
the Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Act of  2018, which was signed into law by 
the President on October 5, 2018 (Public Law No. 115-254).  This law now amends the IG Act 
to create a new designated federal entity IG for the United States International Development 
Finance Corporation.  The purpose of  the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation 
is to mobilize and facilitate the participation of  private sector capital and skills in the economic 
development of  less developed countries to advance the foreign policy interests of  the United 
States.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2463/text

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/5105/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+5105%22%5D%7D&r=1%20-%20toc-H673DE89EA84143ADBDAF7CBB93AE217F

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/302/text




