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PREFACE

The Review is published by the Soviet
Warsaw Pact Division, Directorare for
Research, Defense Intelligence Agency,
to provide the widest dissemination of
material relating to the Soviet Ground
Forces based upon information from
the Soviet mititary press and DIA un.
classified works. Contributors to the
Review are skilled in carefully reading
and interpreting articles from the Sovi-
et press, as such articles are published
for specific purposes. Often they are
used to provide good examples for
emulation, to motivate officers and
soldiers 10 do their jobs better, to re-
ward outstanding personnel, and so
on. Each article is reviewed by the
Soviets before publication to insuse
that it conforms to official Communist
doctrine and that each contains an ele-
ment of official Sovier propaganda.
But the material is well worth reading
because it is an important part of Sovi-
et professional literature. Items includ-
ed in the Review are selected carefully
to present a realistic view of the Saviet
Ground Forces and to provide insight
based on readings from the Soviet
press. This is accomplished, in part, by
screening out the propaganda and
adding background information and
analysis to place the Soviet material in
perspectivg.

DISTRIRUTION STATEMENT

This doCumeﬁ has ﬁrn produced for official use within the US Government, and
distribution to US Governrnent agencies. Requests for this document
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INTRODUCTION

Beginning in the spring of 198),
matter-of-fact discussions about the
composition and employment of a
combat formation called the "opcra-
tional mancuver group” (operacyina
Srupa manewrowa ) began to appear
in the Polish military press. From the
several articles published over the
past 2 years, a picture of this new
combat formation has begun to
emerge.

The operational maneuver group
(OMG), as described by the Poles,
appeats to be a large (at least a divi-
sion), one-way raiding force compos-
ed of tanks and a heavy air assault
component. As early in the offensive
as possible, this large raiding group
will penetrate ahead of the main at-
tacking forces to destroy or seize spe-
cific, high-value objectives deep in
the enermy rear, thereby facilitating a
more secure and rapid advance of
the main body. Primary objectives
include nuclear weapon, command
and control, and river-crossing sites.
Local air superiority for the OMG
and air support to the OMG appear
to be essential requirements for suc-
cessful mission execution.

THE DISCUSSION IN
THE SOVIET/WARSAW
PACT PRESS

Within the tast 2 years there have
been several articles in Soviet/War-
saw Pact military writings which
refer to the concept — if not the for-
mation itself — of an OMG, Prob-
lems of support and employment of
the OMG have been discussed in the
Polish military press in at least six ar-

"

ticles since May 1981, These articles
generally have assumed a  basic
knowledge about the OMG on the
part of the reader, strongly suggest-
ing that Polish forces have been
working with the concep: for some
time prior to 1981.

In addicion, the Soviets have ex-
pressed a growing public excitment
over the past 4 years about reviving
the World War 11 “mobile group.”
“Mobile Graup™ (podvizhnaya grup-
pa) appears 10 be a historical-re-
visionist “code word" chat Soviet
milicary writers may be required to
use for discussing the OMG in the
open press, This may be the result of
traditional Soviet reluctance to dis-
cuss openly operational or organ-
izational innovations of any kind.
Moreover, the OMG is an especially
aggressive, offensive concept that
might unnecessarily provoke Western
military planners if it were discussed
openly as anything other than an up-
dated version of a safe, rraditional
type of combat formation. The Sovi-
ets are especially sensitive to being
accused of recreating the Nazi blitz-
krieg.

There is considerable evidence
that the “maobile group” as discussed
teday in the Soviet military press is,
in fact, the OMG described by the
Poles. First,
explain that the ‘“new” operational
concept is called the operational
maneuver group and that this mod-
emn concept “derives its origin from
the so-called mobile group...widely
applied by the Soviet Army in the
Second Weorld War."

A later report in a Polish military
newspaper surnmarized an issue of

the Poles themselves

THE OPERATIONAL
MANEUVER GROUP: THE
DEBATE AND THE

REALITY

the narmally restricted Polish journal
Milicary Thought. In the lead article
in che issue summarized, a Polish
military scientist, Lieutenant Colonel
§. Kolodziej, expressed reservations
that applications of the World War
I “mobile group” concept to the
modern battlefield in the form of the
OMG was always appropriate and
complained that the OMG was being
used somewhat indiscriminately in
exercises. This report subsequently
mentioned that a condensed version
of an article by Soviet Major General
Kurkov appearing in the same issue
“carresponded perfectly” with the
Polish lead article.

The Soviet entry on “Mobile
group” in Volume 6 of the Sovier
Milicary Encyclopedia (published in
1978 in Russian only) listed the term
as a historical concept. Moreover,
the enry concluded that since all
forces were now mobile, formation of
special mobile groups no longer was
required, and the missions of the
group would be performed by the
second echelon.

Despive this official purging of the
term “mobile group” from modern
usage, in March 1881, Soviet Colonel
General D. A. Grinkevich, then
Chief of Staff of the Group of Soviet
Forces, Germany (GSFG), published
a review of a book entitled Troop
Control in the Offensive. In chis
review he criticized the auchors for
failing to deal with 1roop control as it
relates to the use of computers, the
integration of Army Aviation (a very
recently resurrected organizarional
concept), and the control of mobile
groups,

pnc e
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In addition, there are many exam-
pies from the recent Soviet military
press of high-level endorsement of
the use of mobile groups in modern
warfare. Morcover, in Sepiember
1981, a military reporter for the Sovi-
et newspaper Red Star enthusias-
tically praised the highly effective use
of airborne troops in support of
“mobile group’ operations in the
large-scale ZAPAD-81 exercises held
that month in the western USSR, It is
obvious that, although the term
“mobile graup" is obsolete, the con-
cept that it now stands for -- the
OMG -~ is very much a current and
dynamic issue.

DEVELOPMENT OF
. THE OMG CONCEPT

In the mid-1970s, when the force
structure of the Soviet Armed Forces
began to match more closely military
thinkers’ operational ambitions, So-
viet planners began to place great
emphasis on raiding' operations by
battalion- and regiment-size forward
detachments. This increased empha-
sis on prehiminary tactical raids was
accompanied by a corresponding
increase in concern about the
achievement of high concentrations
of conventional fires, while at the
same time reducing the vulnerability
of fire support weapons systems.

Apparently, the Soviets enjoyed
ronsiderable success with tactical
raiding, leading to an attempt at
raiding on an operational? scale.
This concept of oprrational raiding
kad alrcady been discussed in some
detail by Colonel 1. Vorob'yev in a
key article in the Soviet journa!
Military Thought in 1965.

The article, entitled "Forward De-
tachments in Offensive Operations

and Battles,” focused on the issue of
whether forward derachments still
had utility on the modern bartlefield.
He cxplained that in the "preatomic™
period forward detachments were de-
signed primarily to move out ahead
of the main body and seize important
tactical and operational objectives in
the depth of the enemy’s rcar and
hold them until the approach of the
main forces.

Colonel Vorab’yev canciuded chat,
given the increased maneuverability
and dynamics of combat operations
on the nuclear threatened battle-
ficld, the usc of forward detachments
actually would increase, as would the
tactical and operational significance
of their activity. Under modern con-
ditions they must act more decisively,
at greacer depeh, and under more
cornplex conditions. Their objeciives
must be expanded to include the
encmy’s nuclear capability and air
defense  weapons. Moreover, the
range of their missions would be ex-
panded to the extent that the activity
of these detachments would “exceed
the scope” of a supporting role for
the main forces. He predicted, in
fact, that there wounld be a trend to-
ward larger raid forces, which he
proposed be called “operational for.
ward detachments.™

Polish Lieutenant Colone! Kold-
ziej, ¢ited earlier, explaincd that the
development of the operational man-
euver group concept arose 'precisely
out of the need for finding new solu-
tions” ¢o the problem of applying the
conicept of achieving rapid penetra-
tion of the encmy rear by forward de-
tachments...” In  the process,
*...theory was, in a sense, surprised
by practice. The first analyses and
atrempts of solving this problem were

made during excrcises. The findings
that were arrived at served merely as
a point of deparcure for more com-
prehensive reflections and formula-
tion of more broad theses.”

It could be that subsequent refer-
ences in the late seventics to raiding
by moebile groups was an attempt to
legitirnize an  operational concept
that was alrcady gaining acceptance.

WHAT IS THE OMG?

Analysis of the Polish military
press in conjunction with Soviet mili-
tary writings about the modern
“mobile group” provides a fairly
clear picture of the OMG as it prob-
ably would be used today.

The OMG would be a special
force, task-organized for the raid
mission it was to perfortn. The types
of units and attachments normally
associated with the formation of the
OMG ar army and front levels would
include an air assault unit, army
aviation, self-propelled artillery,
mobile service units, and engineer
support (see figure 1). The OMG isa
specially tailared combat formation
and nor a fixed structure. It docs not
constitute an augmentation of Soviet
army or frone forces and, hence, its
formation probably requires a re-
distribution of existing forces.

The OMG normally would be
drawn from forces of the first or sec-
ond echelon. It probably would be
tormed from the first echelon if the
enemy was weak or if the Soviets were
to usc nuclear weapons at the outser
of the conflict. It would be formed
from the second echelon or the re-
serves if the enemy defenses were
siang and nuclear use was to be
avoided or after the first echelon's
strengeh had decreased significantdy.

! The Sovict raid normally is conducted along a designated roure against preplanned targecs, although it may strike targets of opportunity along the
way. The raiding force usually will avnid decisive engagment with large enemy forces, although it may launch disruptive surprise astacks against the
encmy's flanks, rear, and rescrves. The Soviet raid normally does not invelve the return of the raiding element 10 the main hody of the attacking force.
Instead, che main body catches up with the raiding elements.
2 The 1erm “opcrational” has special significance in Saviet docitine In contrast to “tactical,” which relaies to the mission, arrivities, and depths of op-
erarions associated with unies of division size and below, “operational” refers 1o missions, aciivities, and depihs of aperations assoeiated with {ormations

on the scale of army and frant.
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» ENGINEER SUPPORT (BRIDGING/ROAD CLEARING)

Figure 1. Probable OMG organization for combat.

An OMG drawn from the second
echelon or reserve elements would be
expected to be better prepared for
prolonged deep raid operations, and
therefore, would be expected to be
able to achieve deeper operations
than an OMG drawn from the first
echelon. It is realistic to expect thar
formation of the OMG from second-
echelon resources may reduce the
second echelon to the size of a
smaler combined-arms reserve.

As mentioned earlier, the use of
the term operational in the opera-
tional maneuver group suggests em-
ployment at army and fronc levels.
Although the term OMG may be ap-
plied at both levels, it is likely that
the manner in which deep raids by
OMGs are executed will vary consid-
erably depending on whether the
concept is being applied ar army or
frone.

At army level, the OMG is to be
commicted on the first day of the of-
fensive, if possible, and normally not
later than the third day. The mission
of the army-subordinated OMG is to
rapidly penetrate the enemy's de-
fenses as early as possible after ini-
tiation of the offensive (normally
with first-echelon  assistance} and
conduct deep attacks against multi-
ple, dispersed, preplanned objectives
and targets of opportunity in the
cncmy's TCAT arca.

Figure 2 represents a division-size
operational maneuver group subor-

dinated to a first-echelon army of a
tirst-echelon front. This is how the
Soviets would expect a successful
first-echelon army operation to ap-
pear on about day three of the offen-
sive,

On the other hand, the larger
frone -subordinated OMG probably
would focus on deeper, larger targets
than the smaller army-subordinated
OMG. Because of its size {at least a
two-division corps) and the timing of
its commitment (normally after 3 to
4 days of combat by first-echelon
forces) the front OMG wonld not be
expected o have to expend much of
its combat power nor a great deal of
time on seizure of multiple targets in
the first 100 kilometers of the enemy
defenses, As a consequence, it can be
expected that the larger front -sub-
ordinated OMGs will often have the
major additional mission of scizing or
isolating objectives of major military,
political, or economic sigificance
deeper in the enemy’s rear area very
early in the offensive.

Figure $ portrays two OMGs sub-
ordinated ¢o adjacent fronts moving
on converging axes toward the same
deep objectives as part of an effort to
effect operational encirclement. In
such an operation, reduction of en-
circled enemy forces on the interior
front would normally be left to fol-
low-on forces.

In the timing of its commitment
and the nature of its activity, the

large front -subordinated OMG may
look very much like the second-ech-
elon divisions of a lirst-echelon army.
It is important t0 remember, how-
ever, that even at this level the OMG
should behave essentially as a raiding
force in that it wounld focus more on
the carly seizure of specific objectives
rather than on the destruction of
enemy farces.

Consistent with the raid concept, it
should be noted that despite its large
size, the OMG normally does not
constitute any more than 20 percent
of the main force at any level. The
OMG normally would be roo large
for the defender to ignore, but its de-
struction would not necessarily con-
stitute failure of the Soviet offensive
in a given sector, especially if itz de-
strmction required a major diversion
of enemy resources from the main
battle.

In fact, ultimate loss of the OMG,
though certainly not desired, would
not be necessarily inconsistent with
the primary purpose of the OMG.
The two elements of the purpose are
related: the OMG is to shift the focus
of combat from the FEBA to the
depths of enemy territory; the result
of such a major diversion of enemy
resources should increase the tempo
of the Soviet advance.

OMG MISSIONS

There are three primary missions
for the OMG; however, the depth of
activity and manner of execution
would vary depending on whether
they were executed at front or army
level. One mission would be the de-
struction of enemy weapons systems.
Priority would be assigned to those
weapons systems {especially nuclear)
that were most threatening to the
main Soviet first- and second-echelon
forces. A second mission would be
disruption of the enemy's in-depth
defense 1o reduce the effactiveness
with which enemy forces could en-
Bage attacking Sowviet first-echelon
and follow.on forces. Actions would
include destruction of enemy C31 and
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logistic assets, surprise attack on the
flanks and rear of enemy units and
advancing reserves, interdiction of
the defender’s lines of communica-
tion, and gencral operations in the
enemy rcar area to divert command
attention and combat resources away
from the main bartle against Sovier
forces at the FEBA. A third mission
would be seizure of those objectives
and terrain fcatures that would facil-
itate the rapid advance of the main
forces: primary objectives include
bridges, fording sites, road junctions,
airfields, and landing sites for
helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft.

Figure 2. Position of army OMG on D+ 24,

The army OMG is assigned an uhi-
mate ohjective bur artacks numerous
critical intermediaze objectives along
the way with subunits detached for
this purpose. In figure 4, inial
OMUG: obiectives are shawn to the east
of the river, subsequent objectives to
the west of the river, and the ulti-
mate objective is indicated by the
broken line farther west. The OMG
shown here is division size, subordi-
nated to a first echelon army. In this
case. these smaller detached raiding
elements would be regiments and
possibly even battalions. While as-
signed army helicopters provided

close air support, fixed-wing aircraft
wauld isolatc the battlelield from
enemy aviation and ground counter-
attacks. The larger front-subordi-
nated OMG normally would not be
committed until day three or four,
and hence would probably move
more directly to a decper objective.
Sovier military planners stress that
air assault by airborne and heliborne
units is essential to the early success
of deep operations by operational
maneuver groups. Airborne and air-
meobile units must be inscried in
sufficient numbers to disrupt the co-
hesiveness of the enemy’s forward de-



Figure 3. Front-subordinated OMG dnm mﬂ

fending units by forcing them to

divert command attention and com-
batmmdmdefemeof:hard
rear area, The Saviets anticipate that -
thnactiﬂtywauldiamhmtetbeeaﬂy

pmumntthememy’smual

‘defensive zone.. To. insure that an.
OMG caAn mmntain its momentum .
mahapmmedtheemy"sior-f :

ward defense, air assault units also

secure  critical - road  junctions,

bridgu. and fordmg nitu akms the

seriously threaten the continued sur-

vival of the advancing operational
maneuver: group. Finally, airheads.
ammbemhlkhdnnmﬁddund,
other suitable airlanding sites to fa-
. cilitate resupply, troop replacement,
- and medical evacuation for the OMG -
.- by ‘both -transport belicopters and .

ﬁxedwing military transport avia-
tion aircraft. To mhance effective

command and control, airmobile as-

sault units will be mbordmated to
the OMG commiander.

‘ The Soviets appmnﬂy beheve,

that successful OMG operations

wuldmlyd:nupt:hcmymr‘

-area, thereby increasing the chances

© of maintaining the'rapid advance of

front /army main forces without use
of nuclear weapons. By using the
larger front -subordinated OMGs to -
rapidly seize andmtamccmtro!dkey :
military political and economic cen-
ters in the enciny's rear area early in
the conflict, the Soviets would hope
to reduce the perceived utility of con-
tinued resistance and to reduce fur-
ther the likehhaod of nuclear use,
Operaﬁonally. the OMG would facil-
itate commitment of follow-on forces
by inhibiting the enemy's efforts to

' remiommddemcandbymunng
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Figure 4. Attacking numerous critical intermeodiste objactives ss it axecutos its asaigned missions.

critical terrain over which exploita-
tion forces must maneuver. Finally,
although the operational maneuver
group concept was developed pri-
marily for conventional offensive op-
erations, the OMG is well suited for
exploication of nuclear strikes should
a theater war become nuclear.

CHANGING REALITY

The Soviet Army has been employ.
ing variants of this concept through-
outr its history. It employed large
“operational” forward detachments
in World War 1I. Reputable military

thinkers have been considering appli-
cation of the concept in the postwar
period since at least 1865. Despite
this long conceptual history, the
OMG is different in several respects,
as it affects the Soviets’ method of
warfighting.

First, the technology the Soviets
can apply to its implementation
make it qualitatively different from
any raiding force the Soviets have
previously fielded. The modem raid-
ing force has the BMP, better tanks,
mancuverable  self-propelled  ar-
tillery, and, most important, heli-

copters for improved command and
control, reconnaissance, fire sup-
port, and greatly increased mobiliey
of the air assault component of the
force. Moreover, the Soviets now
have the fighters, fighter-bombers,
and transport aircrafc to protect and
support a deep raiding force and to
deliver airborne forces for early
seizure of primary objectives.

Second, if we examine the history
of Soviet operations during the post-
war period and the more immediate
past, it is clear thar the organization
and use of a modern raiding force at




the operational level represents sig-
nificant qualitative change in Sovi-
et milicary art. In this context,
although the tactical forward de-
tachment has been improved, the op-
erational maneuver group is new.

Moreover, the OMG is different
from the second echelon and com-
bined-arms reserve. As early as possi-
ble, the OMG is to penetrate ahead
of the main forces to seize and de-
stroy a diverse set of obiectives, 80 as
to create the conditions required for
the rapid advance of the main first-
and second-echelon forces, Decisive
engagement with the enemy is to be
avoided. The second echelon or re-
serves are to develop or exploit the
success of the fivst echelon (and
OMG) by attacking enemy objec-
tives, especially forees, in depth and
thereby maintaining the momentum
of the attack.

Not only is the OMG different
from the second echelen, in most
cases it probably is competing with
the second echelon for combat re-
sources. Reallocation of resources
from the second-echelon mission to
the OMG mission represents an an-
ticipated redistribution of forces
from the Soviet rear arca much ear-
lier in the hostilities than was pre-
viously the case. To the extent that
formation of OMGs represents a for-

ward posturing of Soviet armies and
fronts, it must be anticipated that
Western defenders will have to deal
with greater numbers of Soviet forces
sooner than previously thought, and
that a significant percentage of that
force will be attempting to achieve
dispersion in our depth almost from
the outset of hostiliries.

Although the OMG does represent
a different kind of threat, it also rep-
resents  different opportunities. In
the first few days of combat, many
elemenes of ¢the OMG (especially
front -subordinared) still may be
“follow-on forces” {not engaged) and
could be attacked with long-range
weapons systems. Furthermore, when
the OMG penetrates and breaks
down into smaller raiding elements,
these smaller forces could be defeat-
ed by large reserves properly or-
ganized and appropriately deployed.
Third, che OMG concept is extreme-
ly ambitious and places great strain
on the command, control, and com-
munications {C?®) of the atracking
force. Effective exploitation of this
vulnerability could be sufficient to
impede seriously an OMG's mission
accomplishment, Finally, if these
three mecasures were to succeed in xe-
ducing Soviet first-echclon successes,
Sovier anmmy and front commanders
would have fewer second-echelon or

reserve forces immediately available
to bolster a faltering first-echelon at-
tack as a result of force redistribution
inte the OMG.

Those who contend that “the Sovi-
ets can't do it” should be mindful
that the Soviets obviously are doing
it, at least in their training. The ex-
ample frem the large ZAPAD-§1
exercise already has been cited,
Moreover, in the 1882 Polish Military
Thought article cited earlier (con-
firmed by a Soviet companion piece
in the same issue), the author com-
plained about “a certain tendency...
to 'write in’ an operational maneuver
group somewhat a prior! into the
model of every gperation, without
previously completing a comprehen-
sive analysis of the need and justifica-
tion for its use. In other words, there
is a cendency to defer to a sort of op-
erational fashion." The complaint
about “overkill” of the usc of OMGs
may or may not be valid, but it is a
clear indication of the intensity and
persistence with which the Warsaw
Pact is exercising the OMG concept.

It is safe ro assume that such inten-
sity in practice indicates an intention
to employ the concept in wartime. It
also indicates that the ability of Sovi-
et forces to execute the concept
should be improving over time.
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Evacuation of the sick and wound-
ed from the battlefield to proper
medical carc is the most impartant
activity of the Soviet military medical
service. Medical personnel help 1o
provide timely and continuous med-
ical assistance, trcatment, and eva-
cuation of the sick and wounded to
the rear. Due to the development of
weapons of mass destruction (nucle-

.ar, chemical), great numbers of
casualties are anticipated in a future
high-intensity war, making medical
¢vacuation a significant problem.

Medevac in Soviet mancuver forces
is based on a multistage process of
evacuation in which the medical ser-
vices are repeatedly brought forward
to the wounded. This is done pri.
marily for two reasons. In some cases
bartlefield conditions may not allow
the injured to be transported to rear
arcas. More important, the farther
forward the lightdy injured can bhe
treated, the sooner they can tejoin
their units. The process of repeated
forward redeployment of medical
units and continuous rearward eva-
cuation of che more serious casualties
demands close communication and
coordination between medical ech-
elons and between medical and com-
bat commanders. Soviet medical
assistance available in forward areas
is restricted to minor wounds; if the
scriously wounded are to receive
care, chey will have to be evacuared
rearward to more fully staffed
medical facilitics.

Each echelon, from company to
front, has specific responsibilitics for
carc of the sick and wounded. The
combat conditions and each ech-
¢elon’s organic capabilities ultimately
dictate the limits of medical carc
provided at any given level. In more

scrious cases and during periods of
heavy casualties, the Soviets em-
phasize that only essential lifesaving
medical treatment should be ad-
ministered to casualties before they
rcach an army-level field hospital.

MEDICAL TRAINING
OF THE TROOPS

The Sovict troops are trained in
basic medical proccdures including
first aid for hemorrhage, contusions,
and fractures; evacuation of wound-
ed from the battlefield; rescue of per-
sonnel from disabled vehicles and
collapsed structurcs; and establish-
ment of priarities for the evacuation
of the wounded. With this knowl-
edge, the soldiers can give medical
assistance to the lightly wounded.
freeing the medical personnel to deal
with more scrious cases.

Each soldier is equipped with an
individual first atd kit, an individual
chemical and biological decontam-
ination kit, and a bandage kit. The
first aid kit contains an analgesic
syrette, an antiematic (antivomiting
agent), a chemical agent antidote
syrette, and antibintic tablets. These
items are carried in an orange box
approximately the size of a cigarette

MEDEVAC IN SOVIET
MANEUVER FORCES

case and are color coded. The decon-
tamination kit includes decontam-
ination solution and gauze pads, as
well as inhalant ampules to be in-
serted into a protective mask to coun-
teract the effects of irritant smoke or
gas. The bandage kit contains one 10
cm x 70 cm bandage, with one ar.
tached and one extra 17.5 ¢cm x 32
¢m gauze pad.

Medical Personnel

In combat, the physicians, fecld-
shers (physician's assistants), and
medical corpsmen are the key per-
sonnel of the medical support system.
They are assisted by orderlies,
stretcher bearers, and drivers.

Each motorized rifle company has
one medical corpsman responsible
for trainiing enlisted personnel as his
orderlies and stretcher bearers. Each
platcon has a2 minimum of two or-
derlies. A bactalion possesses four
medical personnel: a feldsher, a
medical corpsman. an orderly, and a
driver. A regimental medical point
has about 30 men, including 2 sur-
geons, a dentist, warrant officers,
medics, nurses, an;id drivers.

Each division has a medical bat-
talion of about 176 men, including
battalion headguarters, a medical
company, a collection and evacua-

Photo 1. Strotcher bearers on the run.




tion company, a disinfection and de-
contamination platoon, a transport
platoon, and a supply and service
platoon (see figure 1). At army level
there are two types of medical sup-
port elements: independent medical
detachments (medical battalions un-
der the command of the chief of the
army medical service) and mobile
field hospitals (organized inte a hos-
pital base which deploys along the
major evacuation route from the di-
vision medical points and indepen-
dent medical detachments).
Stages of Medical Care

In combat operations, the military
medical service recognizes four stages
of medical care below fronr level:
company/battalion, regimen:, divi-
gion, and army (see figure 2).
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Figure 1. Division Medical Battalion.

ARMY

—r—— i i e ¥

Air pvacuation

!
1
g
-
!

' !
|

i

hogpitals and .
svacuation hospitals
in reserve

=2 Fronttine transport O Hospital for the lightly wounded
£y Ambulance @ Metiest bettalion §5  Specialized Surgical
&  Battalion medical point @ Division medical point ID  Infectious Disoass
Bl Regimental medics) point Indegendent medica detachment (not desloyed) N  Nautctogical
@  Landing field @ indegerdent medieal detachment (deployed) T Therepeutic
! I NOTE: SOVIET SYMBOLS
@ Mescal clearing paint £ Mobila field hospital USED THROUGHOUT

Figure 2. Schamatic of the Soviet Army's Combat Medical Support.




Company and battalion medical
personnel fall within the category of
immediate battlefield support. Al
this level, the primary concerns are
the tocation and collection of casual-
ties and the provision of basic first
aid in order to return them to com-
bat or to prepare them for evacpa-
tion to the regimencal medical point.

At the regimental medical point,
the serivusly wounded casualty may
first expect to be examined and pro-
visionally treated by a physician. It is
not, however, until casualties reach
the division medical point maintain-
ed by the medical battalion that
medical personnel atternpt any but
the most unavoidable medical trea:.
ment. About 200 casualties can be
treated at this level per day. Even at
the division medical point, the lim-
itations of personnel and {facilities
dictate the postponement of all but
minar surgical operations unrtil the
casualty’s arrival at a mobile field
hospital.

The army-level mobile field hospi-
tals, established as detachments of 2
hospital base, form the fourth stage
of the military medical evacuation
process. This is the first level of the
combat evacuation system capable of
conducting major surgery and pro-
viding exiended therapeutic care,
These mobile hospitals are capable of
forward employment. In the offen-
sive, an army hospital may he found
as far forward as 40 kilometers be-
hind the division medical battalions.
Air and Rail Transport

Beyond the army level, various
modes of transport may be employed
to evacuate the seriously wounded o
front hospitals. { Front hospitals are
usually housed in existing civilian
hospitals.) Two such modes are by
air and by rail.

Air is the quickest method of
transporting casualties in wartime. It
is thereby possible to transport cas-
ualries quickly to stages of skilled and
specialized medical aid. Ambulance
airplanes and helicopters, military-
transport planes, and specially

. L o g: "¢

Photo 2. Removing a wounded soldiar from a precarious situation.

3

equipped airplanes of the USSR Min-
istry of Health may be used for air
evacuation. Helicopters are capable
of evacuating seriously wounded
troaps directly from the bartlefield o
the army hospital base, However, air
assets are extremely valuable to man-
euver commanders at all levels and
may not be allocated in large quan-
tities for medical evacuation,

Rail transport was used successful-
ly in World War II, and the Soviets
plan to use ic for medevac in possible

10

Photo 3. The LUAZ 197601,

future wars. Permanent military
medical trains (PMMT)} were the
main rail transport used in that war,
On a PMMT, wounded were given
first aid and qualified medical treat-
ment, The trains supported various
distribution evacuation points and
evacuated casualties from assigned
groups of frones. A rtypical PMMT
composition is shown in figure 3. Un-
der good conditions, the trains could
cover 500-600 kilometcrs per day.
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Photo 7. A lieutonant colonel in the maedical service performs surgery with the sssistance of a nurse.
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= SOVIET APPROACHES

TO DEALING WITH

BATTLEFIELD ATTRITION

l(-b)(3)210 USC 424; (b)(6)

INTRODUCTION

Contemporary combined-arms op-
erations becween apposing theater
forces possessing unprecedented fire-
power and mobility will result — in
the Soviet view — in extremely high
rates of personnel and equipment
loss. Soviet planners believe that
those farces which ¢an most effective-
ly preserve the combat effectiveness
of maneuver and support units suf-
fering such battlefield attrition will
substantially increase their chances
for victory. As a consequence, the
Soviets have devoted considerable at-
tention to the development of ap-
proaches and procedures designed to
deal with the impact of battlefield at-
trition. This article addresses overall
Soviet approaches to the reconstitn-
tion of attrited units with particular
emphasis on weapon system replace-
ment concepss.

Development of Soviet Approaches
To Maintaining and Restoring
Combat Effectiveness

Concerns with the problems of re-
placing losses in mechanized armies
have been highlighted in the earliest
of Sovier theoretical military writ-
ings. It was during Werld War 11,
however, that the USSR developed
approaches to loss replacement that
to a great extent continue to shape
current Soviet thinking on this im-
portant component of what Soviet
planners refer to as “maintaining
and restoring combal effectiveness.”
During the war, Soviet tank, me-
chanized, infantry, and support units
operated with frontages and depths
of unprecedented scope and were
subject to high rates of equipment ai-
trition, particularly weapon systems.

While placing heavy demands on
rear service and other units tasked to
replace these lasses, Soviet planners
also gained a wealth of experience in
formulating and implementing a
wide spectrum of replacement ap-
proaches.

For example, weapon system re-
placement, together with other mea-
sures, was used to “maintain” or
“restore”" combat capabilities. Re-
placement activity designed 1o
“maintain" units at specified levels of
strength was carried out during the
course of an opcration and was de-
signed to offset losses inflicted as the
operation progressed. When units
suffered such heavy losses that they
were no longer comban effective, re-
placement activity to “restore” unit
capabhilities was conducted after the
unit was withdrawn from combat,
Replacement items were also intro-
duced into units during operational
pauses or between aperarions.

Sources of replacement equipment
were varied but came principally
from damaged equipment repaired
and returned to units; front depot
stocks; resources assigned to the Re-
serve of the Supreme High Com-
mand {(RVGK), and. ultimately,
armaments production by the na-
tional economy. Even in combat
operations of relatively brief dura-
tion, the repair system was capable of
providing large numbers of replace-
ment equipment items. For example,
in 11 tank army operations averaging
17 days, nearly 90 percent of the
damaged tanks and seif-propelled ar-
tillery were repaired and returned to
units. In some operations, each piece
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of armor was put out of action statis-
tically two or three times, repaired,
and returned to its unit or subunits.
Losses were replaced during opera-
tions also from front depots, a sup-
ply systern componemt established
during the course of the war. Major
end item replacements from chis
source were principally guns and
mortars. Armor, with the exception
of thar repaired and returned to
units, was apparently not often intro-
duced into tactical units during an
offensive operation. Weapon system
replacements, both artillery and ar-
mor, from RVGK sources were us-
ually introduced into attrited units
during periods of operarional prep-
aration, lengthy pauses, or upon the
withdrawal of attrited units into the
reserve.

In some cases, surviving assets of a
severcly attrited unit would be in.
corporated into, or merged with,
another formation. Such assets con-
stituted an addidonal source of
weapon system (and other) replace-
ment {tems. There are also instances
where partially mobilized units were
incorporated into fully operational
but attrited formations. While not
replacement in the normal under-
standing of the term, it does indicate
the kind of flexibility that character-
ized Soviet resource utilization.

Prior to and during World War 11,
the Soviet Armed Forces forrnulated,
modificd, and sometimes radically
changed procedures and mechanisms
designed to facilitate the requisition
and supply of weapon systems. In
general, the procedures specified the
requisitioning of equipment through




technical, staff, and command chan-
nels from lower to higher levels. The
supply of equipment was to be car-
ried out in accord with a developing
“delivery forward" principal in which
higher echelons were to supply the
next two lower echelons. In practice,
World War II replacement opera-
tions, particularly in the early stages
of the war, saw innumerable varia-
tions from specified doctrinal ap-
proaches in response to operational
requirements. For example, factories
sometimes provided new equipment
directly to tactical units rather than
through the military depot system,
By the end of the war, however, a
well-organized logistic system and
doctrine had been developed which
forms the basis of today's rear service
establishment from strategic to tac-
tical levels. While the current Soviet
logistic system and associated proce-
dures are well defined, the need for
modifications to rneet wartime op-
erational requirecments is recognized
in Soviet principles of aperational art.
In carrying our World War 11 weap-
on systern replacement operations,
Soviet planners recagnized that en-
gaged units could not citen be main-
tained ar full TOE levels, if indeed
they began opcerations at that strength
level. Restoring attrited units and
formartions ta precombat strength
levels presented rnany problems in
the area of equipment availability,
competition for rail transportation
resources, allocation difficulties, and
time constraints, The Soviets desired,
however, to achieve two basic goals.
First, Soviet commanders and staffs
sought to provide replacement iterns
in guantities sufficient 1o maintain
tactical-operational units and forma-
tions at combat cffective levels cven if
substantially understrength. Second,
they attempted to concentrate units
and weapon systerns along key stra-
tegic, operational, and tactical axes
with sufficient superiority to enable
attacking Soviet forces to achieve

their designated objectives. In large
measure, the Soviets were successful
in meeting these goals, particularly
n those major offensives carried out
during the 1943-45 period. World
War ]I approaches to replacement
underwent a major reevaluation
within 2 decade of the war's end,
however, sparked by the perceived
impact of nuclear weapons on all
areas of military operations.

In the 1950s, the growing intro-
duction of muclear weapons iato
modern armics and the pereeived
likelihood of cheir widespread em-
ployment on future battlefields,
prompted Soviet planners to examine
critically many areas of their military
art, Among the doctrinal innovations
arising as a result of this examination
was the introduction of a new inde-
pendent principie of operational an
and tactics called “preservation of
traop combat effectiveness.” This
principle encompasses the many
measures integral to maintaining
and restoring the combat effective-
ness of units subject to wartime at-
trition, and it is here that weapon
systetn and other replaccment active
ities fall. The application of this
principle te military operations has
continued to evolve since its formula-
tion in the 1950s.

Current Soviet Reconstitution Op-
tions

The Sovict approach to restoring
combat effectiveness in contempo-
rary operations is well reflected in the
following statement from a Military
Herald article:

Modern combat where the
enemy employs weapons of
mass destruction entatls simul-
taneous and, at times, great
Iosses in manpower and equip-
ment. However, moc matter
what these losses are, they can-
not serve as a justification for
halting combat operations. In
all cases, the commander must,

14

without interrupting the car-

rying out of his assigned mis-

sion, take measures to restore
cornbar capabilities of sub-
ordinate units.

Whatever reconstitution option {(or
combinatian of options) is carried
out, it is implemented with the aim
of insuring that combat operations
continue unintcrrapted — or more
practicably, perhaps, with as short
an interruption as possible. Though
Saviet planners continue to regard
the number of losses suffered from
weapons of mass destruction 1o be
those most difficulr and demanding
to deal with, they nevertheless regard
the procedurcs and measures devel-
oped for dealing with such losses to
be as applicable for eliminating the
effects of nonnuclear losses as well,
supplementing more traditional re-
placcment procedures. Bearing this
in mind, then, the Soviet options for
reconstitnting  atirited Iormations
can be divided for purposes of discus-.
sion here, into three categories, all of
which are assnciated with a number
of related procedures:

— Whole unit replacement.

— Incremental replacement.

— Composite unit formation.

Whole Unit Replacement

Looking first ar whele unit re-
placement, a number of Soviet mili-
tary theoreticians have expressed the
view that in a future war entire units
may have to be replaced and that re-
placement units must be “ready to
step into battle immediately after
their arrival at the front.” The most
commonly envisioned type of whole
unit replacement involves the re-
placement of companies, battalions,
regiments, and divisions from the re-
sources available in the second ech-
elon or combined-arms reserve of
committed formations, with re-
sources held at higher levels also be-
ing available for use in a whole unie
replacement role.



That is, replacement units are
taken from the second echelon or
combined-arms reserve of tactical
units suffering losses; from the sec-
ond echelon or combined-arms re-
setve of higher level operational
commanders; and from units assign-
ed to the RVGK. To reduce a com-
plex operation to simplified form (see
figure 1), a Soviet first-echelon unit
which had suffered such heavy losses
that it was no longer capable of car-
Tying out its mission would be with-
drawn into the second echelon or
reserve and replaced by a second-
echelon or reserve unit. The Soviet
commander could then reform, re.
pleuish, or reinforce che withdrawn
attrited unit using his own resources
ot those allocated by a higher com-
mander. The whole unit option
would be employed most often in in-
stances where first-echelon forma-
tions had suffered nuclear strikes or
otherwise heen subjected 0 sudden
massive Jlosses of personnel and
equipment.

Incremental Replacement

Incremental replacement, as de-

fined here, consists of the introdue-

tion of individual replacement items
or replacement “packets” of various
sizes, e.g., individual crew-served
weapons or increments of perhaps
squad or platoon size. The greatest
source of weapon system replacement
itemis are those damaged items re-
paired and returned to units. As
noted earlier, the Soviess were gnite
successful in this regard, even over
relatively short periods of time.
Other sources of incremental re-
placements include resources held in
second echelons and combined-arms
reserves ar tactical and operational
levels, so-called *“mobilization re-
seyves” in depots which the Soviets
have explicitly identified as being in-
tended “to replace combart losses in
the course of theater operations,”
and strategic teserves of equipment
which are emplayed on a contingen-
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WITHDRAWN COMPANY
BROUGHT UP YO STRENGTH
BY BATTALION RESOURCES
AND/OR RESOURCES FROM
HIGHER HEADQUARTERS
TO INCLUDE REPLACEMENT
OF THE ENTIRE COMPANY

Figure 1. A tank battalion roplacing a first achelon tank company with a
tank company from the sacond echelon.

¢y basis. While incremental replace-
ment would certainly be important
in helping to maintain and restore
combat effectiveness in nuclear op-
crations, it is clear thar this form of
replacement would have its greatest
impact in a nonnuclear environment
where losses would be incurred at
relatively slower rates and where the
opportunity to introduce replace-
ments into attrited units would be
potentially greater.

Comporite Unic Formation

In noting the impact of weapons of
mass destruction on replacement
procedures, Soviet military theoreti-
¢ian Colonel A. Sidorenko observed
that “after the enemy'’s employment
of weapons of mass destruction, in a
number of cases it will be necessary
to create composite units from the
surviving personnel and armament
which are capable of accomplishing
the assigned missions.” A composite
unit will be created, then, from the
surviving personnel and equipment
of other units that bave suffered
heavy lasses. Thus, for example, the
surviving subunits of a battalion that
has suffered heavy losses may be join-
ed together to form a compeosite com-
pany, which, together with other
battalion <lements, will be expected
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to perform a combat misston — quite
likely a modified version of the mis-
sion ariginally assigned to the battal-
ion. Similar measures can be taken
with regiments and divisions as well
as with larger formations. Composite
units will be formed when a forma-
tion has suffered heavy casinalties in a
short period of time, and when it is
essential that combat operations be
continued.

The creation of composite forma-
tions in maneuver upits is an espe-
cially complex undertaking. This
complexity is illustrated in one re-
ported tactical exercise involving a
tank battalion hit by a nuclear strike
while on a march. The developing
situation was described as follows:

In the course of the march

the battation was subjected o a

“nuclear artack.” The epi-

center of the low-power explo-

sion in the lower armaosphere
was near the tail of the column

(figure 2). According to the

concept of the director of the

exercise, in two companies
many crews and 13 tanks were
put out of action, 7 of the tanks
being damaged beyond the
possibility of running repaiss,
and the number of wounded
ran as high as 50%,.
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Figure 2. Tacticalt march by a tank battalion in preparation
for A meeting sngagement.

Assuming the tank batralion was
tomposed of three 10-tank com-
panies, the battalion had — in 2 of
the companies — suffered an initial
loss of 13 out of 20 tanks, After cur-
rent {or "running”) repairs, 6 of the
damaged tanks could be made op-
erative {by battalion personnel), thus
giving the 2 companies a roral of 13
operative tanks, Personnel casualties,
as noted, were “as high as 509" Un-
injured troops were assigned to per-
form emergency first aid and to pull
out undamaged tanks and those that
required only current repair. As al-
ways, attention was given first to
those detachments that required the
least amount of aid to become com-
bat ready. The recovery work was or-
ganized by the battalion chief of
staff, who was sent to the strike area
by the battaliean commander. The
chief of staff appointed new com-
manders “ta replace those who had
been put out of action,” had the
chemical measurement rechnician
determine the extent of the contam-

RESCUE AND RECOVERY
TEAMS DRAWN FROM
UNDAMAGED COMPANY
SENT TO AIO THE TWO
ATTRITED COMPANIES
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ination zone, and himself determin.-
ed the amount of damage to the two
companies in order to clarify initial
estimates. The chief of staff reported
to the battalion commander the
number of personnel in need of med-
ical care, as well as the vehicles re-
quiring evacuation for repair, first by
radio and subsequently by written re-
port. To carry out the necessary re-
storation procedures, the battalion
chief of staff decided to use the tank
company that had been at the head
of the column and therefore not sub-
ject to the damage inflicted on the
two rearmost campanies (figure 3).
After the chief of staff had indicated
1o him the method of conducting the
recovery work and the areas in which
to concentrate his resources, the
company commander (of the un-
damaged company) himsclf desig-
nated evacuation routes and col-
lection points. Twoe groups were
created from the company's person-
nel, which were to perform the fol-
lowing tasks:
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One was instructed to seek
our soldiers “unable to move on
their own,” get them out of the
tanks, camry them beyond the
bounds of the “contaminate™
zone, give them first aid, and
send them to an assembly
point. The other group was en-
gaged in putting out fires,
clearing away obstacles on the
routes, and evacuating the ma-
tericl. First the undamaged
canks whose crews had been put
out of action were driven out
under their own power, and
then the damaged vehicles were
towed out.

In some cases, 2 “composite unit
formation area” (such as that shown
in figure 4) will be designated. Such
rescue and recovery work measures as
those cited above will, when possible,
be carried out of the resources of the
unit which has incurred the losses.
This was dane in the case above {with
only limited help from regiment
level). However, when a unit has sus-
tained heavy losses throughont, such
missions are ofren carried out by spe-
cial detachments from higher head-
quarters that are called OLPs (a
Russian acronym from otryad lik-
vidatsii posledstviy yadernykh i khi-
micheskikh udarov protivnika, which
translates to “detachment for dam-
age control and rescue operations in
areas of enemy nuclear and chemical
attacks™). An OLP typically would
be composed of motorized rifle,
mainienance, engineer, medical,
and CBR personnel, and led by a
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Figura 3. Thirteen out of 20 tanks damaged. Personnal losses of about 50 parcent.
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Figure 4. Typical area used by Soviets for the creation of a composite unit.

senior staff officer. OLPs are task-or-
ganized detachments created Irom
subunit resources available to the
formation commander. After com-
plecing their mission, OLP elemencs
may recurn to their parent subunits
or be otherwise employed at the dis-
cretion of the formation commander.

In che exercise under discussion,
the next steps to rake in restoring the
combat capabilities of the damaged
battalion rested with the battalion
commander. The following took
place:

The battalion commander,
after evaluating adjusted fig-
ures on losses, reached a deci-
sion on restoring the combat

capacity of the companies. To
bring the crews of undamaged
tanks and those subject 1o run-
ning repairs up to strength, he
redistributed personnel among
the companies. Corresponding
jobs were given ta the repair
specialists, who had arrived on
the orders of the superior com-
mander. Reports were present-
ed to the regimental staff on
losses and on the measures
taken to eliminate the effects of
the enemy nuclear arnack. Re-
duced crews were assigned to
the undamaged and the repair-
ed tanks. As a result, the bat-
talion commander formed a
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composite company and made

up a combat roster.

The batralion commander had
formed. then. a composite tank com-
pany of 13 tanks, operating with less
than full crews, from the surviving
personnel and equipment of 2 1ank
companies. The battalion, now com-
posed of one TOE tank company and
one composite tank company, at this
point could be assigned a mission
and commiited to combat (figure 5).
It should be stressed that composite
units are formed to prevent lengthy
pauses hefore the resumption of com-
bat operations.




CONCLUSIONS

Overall, Soviet planners have
sought to develop a range of recon-
stitution options. They recognize
that the type of conflict and opera-
tional sicvadon will, in  large
measure, determine which option —
or combination of options — should
be selected and implemented by
commanders and staffs. Corrent
Soviet approaches — based on a fo-
cused study of historical and con-
temporary ways to preserve combat
cifectiveness — appear to provide
their large combined-arms forma-
tions with at least the patential to
meet the demanding reconstitution
requirements of future theater bat-
tcficlds.

COMPOSITE
TANK COMPANY
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Figure 5. Composite tank company of 13 aperative tanks with
reduced crews formed.
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ACTING INDEPENDENTLY

= FROM THE MAIN FORCES

BY(3).10 USC 424, (0)(0)

INTRODUCTION

Arnticles have been appearing in
the Sovier military press concerning
batalion-size and smaller units op-
erating independently of the main
force. The units frequently are as-
signed missions ta destroy enemy
command posts (CPs), communica-
tion centers, and nuclear missile
sites. An example of this type of op-
eration was given in the Qctober
1982 issue of Voyennyy vestnik (Mili-
tary Herald).

Bartalion-size and smaller units
are used independently of the main
force because their small size allows
them to move guickly, thus reducing
the chance of detection. The battal-
ion usually is reinforced with com-
pany- or batealion-size  elements,
such as artillery and tank units. Such
independent operations have objec-
tives locared in the tactical depths of
the enemy’s defense.

According to the Soviets, careful
planning and coordination are essen-
tial in independent operations, espe-
cially regarding the units rejoining
the main force after completing their
nission.

HISTORY

Operations  separate from the
main forces were common in World
War II. Reinforced tank and rifle
battalions or regiments often were
employed to destroy or neutralize ob-
jectives in the enemy’s rear, to scize
important objectives, and to hold
them until the main forces arrived.
The combar action of such a unit did
not last more than a day. The total
moving distance was about 50 1o 60
kilometers per day, and the units op-

erated 20 to 30 kilometers from the
main forces.

TACTICAL SITUATION

The article in ¢he October 1982 is-
sue of Voyennyy vestnik, entitled
“Separated from the Main Forces,”
provides details of a present day exer-
cise, The situation was presented as
follows.

From midnight to approximately
0200, Sovier first-echelon subunits
inflicted serions damage to the
enemy, forcing him to begin to with-
draw. Based on reconnaissance in-
formation, cthe senior commander
made the decision to destroy the
enemy CP and nuclear missile sites
by assigning an independent cobiec-
tive to the 2d Motorized Rifle Battal-
ion (MKB). A: this time, the 2d
MRB was located in the second
echelon.

For this mission, the 2d MRB was
reinforced with a tank company, an
artillery bartalion, an AA battery,
and an engineer platoon.

Within 10 hours, the 2d MRB had
moved several dozen kilometers intg
the rear of the enemy and destroyed
its CP and nuclear missile sites. Hav-
ing completed its missions, the 2d
MRB rejoined the main forces,
which had already moved into the
enemy’s depth.

PLANNING AND
COORDINATION
The exercise scenario and tactical
procedures were based on World
War Il experiences.
In chis instance the cornmander of
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the 2d MRB was given significant
forewarning of the likelihood of such
a mission and was allowed to preparc
ahead of time. Basic loads of ammu-
nition and fuel were available,
officers had been allocated top-
ographic maps of the entire depth of
the operations, and all combat
equipment had been scrviced.

The following information was
given to the battalion commander:

— the battalion’s mission

— timeframe of its completion

— the task organization

— general direction of the main
forces’ operation

— available fire support for the
bartalion's passage of lines and com-
mitment against the enemy

~— available helicopter suppart
for the attack on the objectives

— starting point of the operation

— transit times

— line of attack

~— scquence for rejoining  the
main force

The location of the objectves was
carefully studied before the mission
was undernaken.,

In this exercise the battalion was
successful becausc it took advantage
of weak points and gaps in the
enemy’s defense in order to penetrate
rapidly into the depth; actively con-
ducted reconnaissance in the enemy's
depths, as well as on its own flanks;
reached che designated objectives
without being confronted by enemy
forces; coordinated the maneuver of
the actacking units and supporting
artillery and AA units in detail; and
skillfully employed a support air as-
sault.



THE INDEPENDENT
OPERATION

The battalion penetrated a gap in
the defensive line of the withdrawing
enemy. The battalion reconnaissance
patrol began its activities 20 minutes
before the main force started its at-
tack. Arv that time, the forward se-
curity patrol of the advanced guard
— the 3@ Motorized Rifle Company
of the 2d MRB - went into action,
Directly behind this forward patrol
followed the movement protection
detachment — a road engineer pla-
toon with mine detectors, a top-
ographic-meteorological instrument,
and an artillery tractor/dozer.

The march column was protected
on two sides: by a flank security ele-
ment {2 BMP rmotorized rifle squad)
on the right, and by a rear security
element consisting of a maotorized ri-
fle platoon. The remaining subunits
formed the main forces.

To disseminate the available direct
firepower of the task force, all mo-
torized rifle companies were reinfore-
ed with tank platoons, located at the
head of their march columns. The
antiaircrafc battery was split: one
platoon supported the lst Motorized
Rifle Company; the other, the 24
Motorized Rifle Company.

OBJECTIVE ONE:
COMMAND POST

The main forces of the 2d MRB
delivered a mounted strike from the
march in a southerly direction. The
artillery battalion supported the
strike. The combat reconnaissance
patro! simultaneously attacked the
enemy from the south. Addidonally,

one motorized rifle platoon with one
tank attached was designated to car-
ry out an ambush, with the goal of
hindering the approaching enemy re-
SETVCS.

The attack from two directinns
confused the enemy and resulted in a
quick destruction of the enemy CP,
At the decisive moment of the atrack,
a specially designated group of 10
men, located at the head of one at-
tacking platoon, seized the enemy's
operational planning documents.

OBJECTIVE TWO:
NUCLEAR MISSILE

SITES
The bartalion completed the sec-
ond mission — destroying enemy

nuclear missile sites — in daylight.
The Sovier companies received heli-
copter support during this artack. An
air support controller was collocated
with the batealion commander to
guide che helicopters to designated
targets.

At this point. having completed its
assignied missions, the reinforced bat-
talion made its way back to the main
force, which was in pursuit of the
withdrawing encmy. Linkup was

completed by 1200 on the same day.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the information provided
in this article, the level of the com.
mand issuing the orders to the battal-
ion can be decduced. The battalion
was brought in £ hours after the at-
tack began. The first echelon had
made gaps and the enemy had begun
to withdraw.

Since the first-echelon regimental
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commander at this point had already
put in his second echelon, it is likely
that this battalion was part of a regi-
ment acting in the division's second
echelon. Consequently, the battalion
comraander received his orders for
the independent missions from the
division commander,

Soviet use of small units in inde-
pendent missions can be expected in
many combar situations. The Soviets
consider the complerion of missions
independently from the main forces
a5 an “‘objective necessity.” Such mis-
sions can be facilitated by gaps in the
combat formation of the enemy:
growing Soviet combat capabilities,
especially in  cross-country  per-
formance; and increased man-
euverability and firepower.

There are, however, serious prob-
lems in employing this type of an
operation. The planning must be de-
tailed to keep the Soviet forces from
accidencally firing on their inde-
pendent unit. There may not be suf-
ficient time — as there was in this
excrcise — to make elaborate plans.
Also, the possible dangers to the unit
are great; it is likcly that such a unit
may never rejoin its main forces.

Yet. this general trend toward in-
dependent operations has been ap-
pearing in the Soviet press. An article
depicting a company-Jevel indepen-
dent operation appeared in the Sep-
tember 1982 issue of Voyennyy
vesenik.

These articles appear in Voyennyy
vestnik to educate and further train
Soviet junior officers, to whom
greater responsibility falls in inde-
pendent operations. More articles of
this nature can be expected in future
issues.




Reinfarced motorized rifle battalion in march cotumn

Mo!otfzed rifle company in the anack reinforced by tanks

Motonizad rifle platoon as combat recannaissance patrol

Actifiery battalion in firng position

Self-prapelled antiaireraft gun

CO of the motavized ritle battalion

Figure 3. Tha tactical scenario: destroying the enomy CP.
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In the December 1982 issue of
Aviatsia i kosmonavtika (Aviation
and Cosmonautics} an article ap-
peared describing a Soviet heliborne
training operation in the mountains.
It emphasized the importance of
close  cooperation among  all
branches of troops involved in the
operation. The training most likely is
based on Soviet experience in Af-
ghanistan, since it began by naming
several helicopter pilots who recently
received orders and medals for their
autstanding achievements in “com-
bat and political training.” Addi-
tionally, although the location of this
exercise was not given, some of the
named pilots were identified in other
articles of the Soviet military press as
being from the Turkestan Military
District. This military district is a
primary staging and support area for
Soviet troops in Afghanistan. Gen-
erally, the article is written for Soviet
aviation personnel; however, it docs
focus on the problems of working
with motorized rifle units.

The airmobile operation consisted
of a helicopter regiment landing mo-
torized rifle troops in the “enemy’s”
rear. The article artribured the soe-
cess of the operation to close coordi-
nation between aviation personnel
and the landing troops. 1t stated that
prior to their service in this region,
the pilots had “some"” experience in
working with motorized rifle rroops.
However, in a2 mountainous desert
region, that experience proves to be
insufficient.

This particular operation was suc-
cessful primarily because the pilots
had received additional training in
landing troops in mountainous set-
tings. These helicopter crew chiefs
were well acquainted with maneuver
unit commanders down to company
and platoon levels. This factor play-
ed an important role in coordinating
the actions of the helicopter crows
and motorized rifle units,

In the operation described, two
groups of helicopters carried the mo-
torized rifle troops, while a third

HELIBORNE OPERATIONS IN
MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS

group of helicopters provided fire
support for the landing operation.
During the flight to the landing area.
the heliborne troops fired on enemy
pasitions. They did this by using ma-
chineguns and firing through open
windows.

During the landing process, the
commander of the helicopter regi-
ment personally provided “control
over the eperation” from a separate
helicopter. A fourth helicoprer group
was assigned an evacuation and res-
cue mission.

After the troops landed and while
they were engaged in fighting the
“enemy” for control of the area, the
helicopters provided fire support.
Once the encmy dispersed and re-
treated deeper into the mountains,
the helicapters returned to their air-
field, )

The article concluded that such
missions are now common and that
the pilots “would fly a similar mission
on the fallowing day.”

Photos 1 and 2. The dabarkation of hefiborne troops.
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CONCLUSIONS

Problemns encountered in moun-
tainous areas such as Afghanistan
have persnaded the Soviets to take a

new look at their combar training.

The article stated that when some
pilots achieved a high proficiency
rating ("class” rating), they felt that
they no longer needed to train seri-

Photo 3. Cloas coordination is essential betwesn maneuver

‘.‘.‘-. .w -

ously. However, now it is necessary
for pilots to be much more diligent at
improving their skills, since exper-
ience has shown that operations in
the mountains are unigue and re-
quire greater proficiency.
Additionally, the Soviets have rea-
lized the absolute necessity of close

and heltborne units.
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cooperation between branches of
troops when flying joint airmobile
operations. Both helicopter pilots
and maneuver unit commanders are
being told that such an operation can
be successful only if there is close co-
operation with each ather.




POLISH TROOPS
READY

According to Issue $7, 1982, of
Zolnierz Polski (Polish Soldier),
Polish troops continued to train de-
spite their occupation with “civilian
duties” (martial 1aw). For every two
or three soldiers sent into martial law
duties, another soldier replaced them
in their military preparedness train-
ing sessions. The Polish military
claims that its military readiness dur-
ing this period was as high as ever
{photo 1).

A NEW RED STAR
RUBRIC

On 10 November 1982, Krasnaya
zvezda {Red Star) began a new rub-
ric, entitled “Boyevaya gotovnost’
voorurhennykh si! SSSR” (Combas
Readiness of the Armed Forces of the
USSR), as a result of late President
Brezhnev’s comments to military
leaders on increasing the readiness of
the troops. This series of article in
Krasnaya zvezda conceatrates on the
growing demands on the qualitative
condition of the Armed Forces, the
strengthening of the material and
morale foundations of their combat
readiness, and methods for their
long-range improvement,

The first article in the series was
written by Lieutenant General N,
Tetekin, He states that the need for
increased combat readiness siems
from the US arms buildup and US
rhetoric on first strike usage. By in-
creasing combat readiness, accord-
ing o Tetekin, the Soviet Armed
Forces will be prepared to take all
possible measures 10 keep a conflict
from going nuclear. Combat read-
iness is achieved by having high
morale and good-quality personnel
who are well-educated, self-dis-
ciplined, organized as a unit, and
physically fit. Combat readiness is

yedr

Photo 1. Polish troops demonstrating

their comhat raadiness.

enhanced by modern weapons and
combat equipment and teaching the
troops to use and maintain them ef-
fectively, insuring that officer cadre
are well trained, insuring that the
management of troop activities is
well organized, and training units to
be highly responsive,

In this article, two important fac-
tors are considered: the ability of the
economy to absorb the cost of in-
creasing readiness, and the ability of
the system to produce and deliver
new weapon systemns and military

TACTICS, TRAINING, AND
EQUIPMENT

equipment to the troops in a timely
fashion. These two points are consid-
ered to play a major role in the deci-
sion to build any given syscem.

This new rubric in Krasnaya zvez-
da is indicative of a renewed concern
in combat readiness. The Soviets are
showing where their shoricomings
lie, why they need to be resolved, and
how they plan to make their troops
more combat.ready, This article also
emphasizes the importance they
place on being able to fight effective-
ly at the conventional level.

LASER RANGEFINDER

This photo (No. 2) appeared on
the front page of Krasnaya avezda
(Red Star) on 14 October 1982. It de-
picts a rocket artillery unit in a train-
ing exercise in the Far East. On the
right side of this photograph appears
a rangefinder, which may be the
Soviet artillery laser rangefinder
known as the DAK-L. If it is chis par-
ticular rangefinder, this is the first
photograph of the DAK-1 to appear
in the Soviet open press.

Phato 2. Actillary obsasvers using a rangefinder. aiming circle, and plot-
ting board in the Far East Military District.
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It is anticipated thar as laser
rangefinders (LRF) are further de-
veloped, they will be used widely with
field artillery. In general, LRFs have
improved greatly the accuracy of lo-
cating targets and reference points
by the forward observers. Calcnla-
tions can be made with significantly
increased speed and accuracy. Also,
ranging operations are simple and do
not require extensive operator Lrain-
ing.

The observers in this photo are
part of a multiple rocket launcher
unit. They are using an aiming circle
in conjunctien with the laser range-
finder for fine-tuning calcularions
and possibly as a backup in the event
of a DAK-1 malfunction.

DEFINITION OF “CH”
(TIME)

In the November 1982 issue of
Voyennyy vestnik (Military Herald),
a precise definition of “Ch™ {time) is
provided for its audience, the Soviet
junior officers. “Ch"™ is rhe trans.
literation of a Russian lecter for
which there is no counterpart in the
Lacin alphabet. It is the first letrer of
the word chas (bour) and is equiv-
alent to our H (hour). This is the
most detailed definition of “Ch”
printed in the open press to dare, ex-
ceeding the definition provided in
the Soviet Military Encyclopedia.

“Ch” is a condirional marking of
time established to coordinate ac-
tivities by wunits participating in
combat. Its purpose is to assure a si-
. multaneous strike against the enemy.
Calculations of activities taking place
before “Ch” are designated in
negative numbers (“Ch” 0.27);
those after “Ch," in positive numbers
{“Ch” + 1.50).

Based on “Ch,” the commander
and staff plan various combat activ-
ities. The real timne of “Ch" is kept
secret even from the officers plan-
ning and conducting combat opera-
tions. Once given the actual time of
“Ch,™ all planning calculations must
be reworked in real time.

Three primary designations for
“Ch" were given in this article that
more clearly define the exact mo-
ment of the start of the attack. First,
in an offensive, “Ch” would be the
moment at which rank and motoriz-
ed rifle units simultaneously reach
the enemy FEBA. Second, in crossing
warter obstacles, “Ch” would be the
moment when the first units leave a
friendly bank. Third, in an airland-
ing, “Ch” would be the beginning of
the airlanding itself.

SA-8 ON PARADE

These parade photos (photos 3 and
4) of the 5A-8/GECKQ surface-to-
air missile system appeared in
Krasnaya rvezda {Red Star) on 8 No-
vember 1982.

The photos clearly show the six

sealed canister-tubes, which have re-
placed the four exposed missiles. The
canisters are mounted on the 6xf
chassis of a ZIL-167 truck with chree
wheels per side. The vehicle carries
four addiutional missiles inside, with a
reload time of 5 minutes.

“VYSTREL” FIELD
ACADEMY

The dual nature of the “Vystrel”
caurses — the “Field Academy of the
Ground Forces” — was explained in
an article from Issuc 45, 1982, of the
East German newspaper Volksarmee
(The People’s Army). They are used
both te retrain officers and to test
new cquipment. The Vysirel Field
Academy was founded by Lenin in
1919 and is located abaut 52 kilo-
meters northwest of Moscow.

Photo 4. Nota the six sesled canister tubas.
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After World War II, the "Vystrel”
courses were used to train officers
from socialist countries in command
and control in modern combat, giv-
ing themn practical experience in the
operation and employment of the
latest armament, combat equip-
ment, and command and communi-
cation equipment. Twenty-four
countries participated in the pro-
gram.

Currently, the “Vystrel” Field
Academy retrains and provides field
training to battalion and regiment
commanders, political and technical
deputies, and reconnaissance and
operational officers from higher
stalfs. Most of these officers have al-
ready completed a military academy
before reaching “‘Vystrel.” The in-
structors for these courses arc gen-
erals and other officers with combat
experience. The coursework offered
is in tactics and firing practice and
the courses last from 3 ro 1) months.

The “Vystrel” Field Academy also
tests prototypal armaments before
series production begins. By testing a
particular picce of armament using
the officers in the course, feedback
on the actual field application can be

provided to the designers, and mod-
ifications can be made prior to pro-
duction. In photo 5, the AGS-17 is
being uwsed in the “Vystrel” Field
Academy.

Boorymennaie Cuavt CCCP

KYPCX
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NOAEBAR
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Figure 1. “Armaod Forcas of the
USSR: ‘Vystrel’ Fiold Academy

Photo B. Field training with an AGS-17 at “Vystrel.”
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COMBAT USE OF
AVIATION

The December 1982 issue of Soviet
Military Review has provided clear
definitions of the various stages of
support to manecuver formations by
aviation. In brief, they are as follows:

— Air Preparation: “Combat op-
erations of aviarion before the be-
ginning of an attack by land forces
and before the landing of amphi-
bious or airthorne units, with the pur-
pose of destroying the enemy in the
direction af the main blow." This
stage is conducted in conjunction
with artillery preparation and ends
with rhe beginning of the artack.
Forces involved may include frontal
naval and long range aviation.

— Air Support: The stage follow-
ing air preparation, beginning
“when the farces assume either the
offensive or the defensive.” Forces in-
volved include fighter-bombers.

— Air Accompaniment: '‘Combat
operations of air force units attached
to cambined-arms formartions,” The
purpese of this stage is *‘to render
continuous support to advancing
croops in the depth of enemy defenses
by attacking his reserves, tanks, mis-
sile launchers, artillery, and strong
points.” This stage is the final com.
ponent of air cover.

— Air Cover: Defensive support
used “io prevent the cnemy from
conducting aerial reconnaissance
and delivering artacks by... planes
against troops, warships, and rear in-
stallations.” It is also used to protect
other fighting elements against at-
racks by enemy fighters. Soviet forces
are able to accomplish this air cover
through the close cooperation of
ground and sea-based air defense
weapons.

LOADING THE
SA-6/GAINFUL

In this photo {photo B) from the
September 1982 issue of Wojskowy
Przeglad Techniczny {Military
Technical Review), the soldiers are

. e ——



practicing loading the SA-6/
GAINFUL surface-toc-air missile
launch vehicle. Although the reload
vehicle can carry three missiles, only

two are being used in this training
session, NOTE: that the Jaunch vehi-
cle is facing forward and the missiles
face the rear of the vehicle, indi-

cating that the launch vehicle will be
facing away from combat activities
when its missiles are fired.

5 e R bt g ey e

Photo 5. Polish soldiers practice their loading technigues with ths

SA-8/GAINFUL.
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Y SOVIET ARMED FORCES
| PERSONALITIES

ARMY GENERAL
PETR GEORGIYEVICH LUSHEV
COMMANDER, MOSCOW
MILITARY DISTRICT

D)(3).10 USC 424, (0)(6)

General Lushev, born in 1923, be-
gan his military career at the age of
18, when he joined che Soviet Army.
During World War 11, he served as
an infaniry platcon leader and a
company commander and fought on
the Volkhov and Leningrad frones.
He was wounded during the war,

Since the war, he commanded a
number of military organizations
from bartzalion to military district
size. He was in charge of the Volga
and Central Asian Military Districts
before being appointed Commander
of the Moscow Military District in
December 1980. .

Lushev joined the Communist Par-
ty of the Soviet Union (CPSU) in
1951. He also served as a delegate to
the 25th and 26th Party Congresses,
He is a member of the Central Com-
mittee of the CPSU and was clected
as a deputy to the USSR Supreme So-
viet in March 1979,

As 2 district commander, General
Lushev is responsible primarily for
the training of military units and the
management of the force gencration
process within his district. Civil de-
Iense and air defense are two of his
major areas of concern during
peacetime as well as in war.

General Lushev has authored
many articles on the role of the com-
mander in combat, on field training,
and, most frequently, on combat

readiness. His most recent article,
“The Art of Troop Control,” can be
found in the January 1983 issue of
the Soviet Milftary Review.

In his current position, General
Lushev is also responsible for oversee-
ing the planning, organization, and
execution of the military parades
held in Moscow. His name frequently
appeared in the Soviet press prior to
the 7 Novemnber 1982 Revolution
Day Parade held in Moscow. He di-
rects the rehearsals for the parade, as
well as the parade iwself {sce photo 2).

2§

Photo 1. Army General Lushev.

Photo 2 Colonal Ganaratl Lushev giving ordars during a8 rehsarsat for the
Novembar 1881 Revolution Day Parade in Moscow. This photo was takan
shortly before he was promoted to Arrmy Genaral.
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MILITARY CAREER:

1941
Wwil

?

1969

1973

1975
1976

1977

1980

1581

— Entered the Soviet Army.

— Commanded a platoon
and a company.

— Graduated from the
Military Academy of Armor-
ed Troops in the name of
Marshal R. Ya. Malinovskdy,
and the Military Academy of
the Gencral Staff.

— Major General, Com-
mander, Guards Kate-
mirovka Tank Division,
Moscow Military Districe,
February.

— Lieutentant General,
First Deputy Commander in
Chief, Group of Soviet
Forces, Germany, Scptem-
her.

— Commander, Volga
Military District, August.

— Identified as a Colonel
General, March.

- Commander, Central
Asian Military District, De-
cember.

— Commander, Moscow
Military District, December.
— Promoted 0 Army
General, November.

MEMOIRS AND
WRISTWATCHES

“The Minister of Defense personal-
ly conducting negotiations to obtain
wristwatches for Soviet Army com-
manders?” This story was published
in Army General M. Petrov's (cur-
rent Commander in Chief of the
Soviet Ground Forces) memoirs, In
the Days of War and Peace.

The Soviet Minister of Defense at
the time was Marshal R. Ya. Ma-
linovskiy, for whom Petrov was serv-
ing s Executive Assistant. When
Malinovskiy heard that a certain
“Chistopolskiy' factory would be a
likely candidate for producing spe-
cial “Komandirskiy" watches, he or-
dered Petrov to call the facrory and
request that its representatives stop
by the Ministry the next time they
were in Moscow on business.

No sooner said than done. Within
3 1o 4 days, the chief designer and
the production manager of the
“Chistopalskiy” factory arrived in
Mescow to talk 10 Malinovskiy. The
Minister of Defense told them of his
plan to have special watches made
for his commanders and asked if
their factory could produce them.
The representatives responded that
they could and inguired about the
specifications Malinovskiy had in
mind.
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He replied, “The warches must be,
as you can surely understand, of the
highest quality and extremely pre-
cise. The commanders and political
workers must be able to use them in
any weather condition, from rain to
sandstorm, and they must also be
shockproof."”

An agreement was made and the
watches were produced as promised.
They were of superb quality and
were distributed to the commanders,

According to Petrov, this was the
kind of leader Malinovskiy was.
Through his concern for people, he
personally scrutinized every detail.

But this is not the end of the tale of
the “Komandirskiy® watches. In
1975, in celebration of the Thirtieth
Anniversary of the victory over fascist
Germany, each World War i vet-
cran was presented with a “Koman-
dirskiy” wristwatch. In addition,
8,723 gold-plated “Komandirskiy”
watches were manufactured and
given to heroes of the Soviet Union
and cavaliers of the Order of Glory.

Such were the results of the Minis-
ter of Defense's personal efforts to
obtain quality wristwatches for his
men.



Requests for additional copies of
these publications should be for-
warded from holders of DIA Cus-
tomer Account Numbers, through
command approval channels, 10
DIA: ATTN: RTS:2A, using PD
Form 1142, Interagency Document
Reguest, in accordance with DIA
Manual 59-3, “DIA Reference Lib-
rary.”

THE SOVIET TANK
DIVISION

DDB-1120-19-82, cover date Sep-
tember 1982.

This unclassified DIA study pro-
vides detailed information on the
Soviet tank division. Changes in or-
ganization and equipment, as well as
an analysis of tacrics and pperations,
are presented in this study.

In aggregate terms, the Soviet
Union has formed approximately 50
tank divisions and possesses an inven-

NEW RELEASES

tory of abour 50,000 tanks, The So-
viets, however, have not been contemt
with simple quantitative superiority.
Recent efforts have been directed to
upgrade the quality of cstablished
weapon systems in the tank division.
Currently, the Soviets are replac-
ing older model tanks with the T-64
and T.72. The D-30 122-mm towed
howitzers in the motorized rifle regi-
ment’s anillery battalions are being
replaced by the 122-mm self-propel.
led howitzer. For the first time, the
tank regiments are receiving a bacial-
on of 122-mm self-propelled howit-
zers. In the artillery regiment of the
tank division, one of the artillery bat-
talions is now being equipped with
the 152-mm SP howitzer, replacing
the 122-mm towed howitzer. Fur-
thermore, as improved air defense
weapons become available, the air
defense regiments in tank divisions
are replacing their air defensc
weapons with improved systerus.

In cerms of arganizational changes
{see figure 1), the tank division’s tank
regiments have been authorized a
matorized rifle bartalion in place of
the motonized rifle company.

The result of both quantitative
and qualitative changes in the tank
division’s table of organization and
equipment has been the creation of a
powerful combined-arms formation.

Concurrently with these organiza-
tional developments, the Soviets have
been devoting attention to improving
methods of employing their forces.
Thus, the Soviets not anly have form-
ed a powerful combined-arms forma-
tion but thay have also developed
maodes of using it to its fnll potential.

The Soviee Tank Division is an
excellent guide to the Soviet tank
division, as well as to Soviet military
concepts, tactics, and equipment in
general. '

TANK
OIVISION
HEADQUARTERS
AND '|
HEADOUARTERS
COMPANY
I i 1 [
TANK ’“°;|°FT_‘€ZE° ARTILLERY AlR DEFENSE CGMMAND
REGIMENTS HEGIMENT REGIMENT REGIMENT BATTERY
o | ] 1
MULTIPLE ‘
mR0G ROCKET ”Eufﬂ‘gzm RECONNAISSANCE
BATTALION LAUNCHER s%&wno;a BATTALION
BATTALION |
1 i J | A
EMGINEER SIGNAL CHEMICAL MEDICAL
BATTALION BATTALION aﬁﬁﬂf& BATTALION
. 1
RMOTOR MAINTENANCE FIELD
TRANSFORAT BATTALIO! RY
TRANISPCA] TTAUON BAKE

Figure 3. Tank Division Organization.
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SOVIET FRONT FIRE
_ SUPPORT
DDB-1180-8-82, cover dats Septem-
ber1982 B
This unclassified DIA smdy pro-

ﬁdumimuononthcmgama

tion, equipment, and employment
concepts for fire support asets at
front and below. The focus of the
study:sixremppon as an integral

component of the Soviet combined-

arms concept. Itwasprepamdmm-

sponse to a US Army Training and
Docirine Command requirement

andcanbensedbyallSmw
Throughout the post-World War

11 period, the Soviets have steadily

apandndandupgndcdﬁtesuppoﬂ

fire support opzioﬁ for any level of
condlict.

The Soviet modermzauon effort
has been particularly intense over the
past 15 years. Modern mobile field
artillery and air defense weapons,

‘with improved target detection and
' fire control ‘equipment, have been
‘Helded in large quantities. The ad-

dition of a new family of nuclear
warheads and delivery systems has
greatly increased theater nuclear
firepower and enhanced weapon sur-
vivability. The deployment of large
numbers of advanced ground-attack
aircraft and helicopters  has re-
oriented tactical aviation from a bas-

ically defense-oriented ‘force to one

with significant cﬁemwe capability.
The quah:a&ve and quantitanve
unpmvemmts m Froot ﬁre supparz

assets have been accompanied by an
intense effort to upgrade employ-
ment doctrine. The control of
combined-anms commanders over
supporting assets, in general, has
been visibly increased. Constant em-
phasis is placed on careful and com-
plete ‘integration of all elements of
the combined-arms force into a sin-
gle, coordmated effort that affords
greater: depth of penetration and
freedom: of maneuver to tank and
ﬂmtomednﬂe formations.

The thrust of the Soviet eHort has.
been, and continues to be, to realize
mmhe!nnng ﬁm “superiority at all
levels over an opponent from the on-
mofamnﬁmtunulnuconclumonm
a Soviet victory.

' Mkmmwmm&mtm:m iy
ssmmmm daperhmu _
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*2N\ THE SOVIET SOLDIER :
&

KEEPING FIT

Despite the publicity given 1o the
physical training which the Soviet
soldier receives and the competitions
in which he participates, some Soviet
military perssnnel have problems
staying in good physical condition.
The QOctober 1982 issue of Vesrnik
protivovozdushnoy eborony (Air De-
fense Herald) points out that this is
the result of increased mechaniza-
tion. Button-pushing has been re-
placing manual labor, and activities
which used o help the personnel stay
in shape — both physically and men-
tally — no longer fulill this role.

Therefore, additional exercises
have been developed and promoted
to help prevent the deterioration of
muscles. In chis article, the exercises
consisted of a series of stretching and
pulling movements using a gymnastic
rubber band, measuring 35-mm
wide, 8- to 4-mm thick, and about 2
meters long (see figure 1).

These exercises were designed spe-
cifically for personnel at headquar-
ters and command posts who may
not have time for a complete physical
fitness program.

“FRESH” NEWS FROM
HOME

Angther photograph (photo 2) de-
picting the happy Soviet soldier in
Afghanistan appeared in Krasnaya
zvezda (Red Star), In this photo, the
soldiers have just received a rare treat
— the latest edition of Izvestiya
(News), the official newspaper of the
Council of People's Deputies.

LEISURE TIME

The Saviet military press has made
an effort to stress the overall cultural
and personal developrnent of the Se-
viet soldier. In the November 1982 is-

K
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1

Figure 1. Supplemantal exsrcises for out-of-shape personnel.

Photo 2. Sharing lzvestiya in Afghanistan.
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sue of Sovier Military Review, the
activities of the soldiers in their off-
duty time were discussed, showing
the “cooperation and support of the
military in their personal hobbies
and cultural interests.”

The article boasts of 1,180 hours
of free time per soldier per year. This
figure could be misleading. On a dai-
ly basis, a soldier is allotted 114 hours
to himself. The remaining hours in-
clude whatever leave time and free
Sundays each zoldier may have,

The Soviet Armed Forces stress (at
least in the press) the importance of
this cime for the soldiers to “sarisfy
their spiritual interests and develop
their artistic and creative abilities.”
Ac¢cording to this article, each unit
or ship has a soldiers’ (sailors’) club
and small units are supposed to have
a Lenin Room for recreation and
raeetings. Some soidiers devote their
free time to amateur activities within
their unit which may later become
their careers, such as acting, art, and
writing {see photo 3). Others use
their off-duty time to expand their
knowledge in their field of expertise,
such as technology, and participate
in exhibitions. Sports also play 2 ma-
jor role in che off-duty time of the
soldier, and games and comperition
are frequent. In addition, this time
must also be spent for personal
chores: ironing, polishing boots, and
writing letters.

Photo 3. A Saviet saifor pursues his
cuftural interests during his fres time.

Periods of rest (between training
sessions, after the day’s training, on
Sundays and holidays) are filled with
short games, entertainment, and in-
formal talks (see photo 5}. The
following excerpt from this article
provides a “typical" Sunday in a mo-
torized rifle unit:

“One group of men made an ex-
cursion by bus, another went to the
theater, and some men were permit-
ted ta go into town on a pass.

“Those who stayed in the unix
gathered in the Lenin Room ta see
the television program ‘I Serve the
Soviet Union!’ Some men went to the
gymnasium, where weightlifiing
competitinns were held.

Photo 4 A soldiar receiving
Instructions I his close
living quarters.

Photo B, Soviet soldiers take & musical break with
an East German comrade.
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“In the afternoon the men were
visited by amateur artists from local
industry. In the packed club they
performed songs, dances, and acro-
batic feats, and gave recitations.
After the concert, all present left for
the soldiers' teahouse in a cheerful
mood. The day of rest ended with
dancing in the club’s foyer.”

Although the article presents this
as a typical Sunday, the reader must
be cautioned that this probably rep-
resents an ideal assortment of activ-
ities and not the norm. It might be
expected that a few of chese activities
would take place, but certainly not
all of them. The article also does not
state how many soldiers actually par-
ticipate in planned unit acrivicies.
While many soldiers would be inter-
ested in the various cultural activities
due to the emphasis on culrure in So-
viet society, there will always be
soldiers who will choose not ta partic-
ipate.

TRAINING SCHEDULE

A typical weekday training sched-
ule for a soldier in the Soviet Armed
Forces would be as follows:

0600-0605 Reveille
0610-05630 Cleanup
0630-0650 Personal hygicne

0650-0720 Political information
or inspection
0725-0755  Breakfast
0800-1400 Training
. 1400-1440 Launch
1440-1510 Afternoon rest

1510-1530  Care of personal
equipment

15380-1830 One of the following:
political education,

maintenance, or or-
ganized sports

1830-1940 Study period

1940-2010 Supper

2010-2140  Free time

2140-2155 Evening walk and roll
call

2200 Taps

CRITICISM OF
SUPERIORS

Can a Soviet officer disagree with
those wha outrank him? The Decem-
ber 1982 issue of Voyennyy vestnik
indicates that he can.

In the May 1982 issue, a lirutenant
general wrote an article stating that
artillery battery commanders should
remain in the battery firing position
when the unir is engaged in batile,

In the December issue, a2 colonel
has challenged the general’s conclu-
sions. The colonel wrote, “during the
organization of combat, the com-
mander must conduct reconnais-
sance from the Commang Observation
Pegint {COP)."” With the beginning of
the attack, which may hinder the
passage of trcops, he needs 1o be in
the battle formation of the attacking
forces. In short, the COP is the most
imporrant place for the battery com-
mander, not the battery firing posi-
tion.

Based on this and similar articles,
it is clear that Soviet officers can
openly disagree with their superiors
under some circumstances, such as
during formal debates on tactics.

MILITARY COOKING

The type of meals a Soviet soldier
might be served depends on the
training of the cook and the environ-
ment in which he is cooking. Photos
6, 7, and 8 show the typical military
cook who can be found in any Soviet
messhall. The training diet for the
Soviet solider is bleak and mono-
tonous: soup, bread, and a little
meat. The Soviet military press
claims that the food in many units is
tasted by the commander or one of
his deputies before each meal. Unit
soldiers' cafes provide another source
of food for the men.

Workers of both the food and
medical service take part in appor-
tioning the food. The caloric content
of meals is closely monitored. Photo
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Photo 6. The happy cook, PFC
Daravyanko.
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Photo 7. Two cooks prepare the
unit's moals.

12 shows a perevyazochno-pitatel'nyy
punke {PPP) — a first aid and mess
point set up in a forest for the
ZAPAD-81 exercisc. The cooking
pots reportedly contained potatoes,
cucumbers, and cabbage; bread was
also plentiful.

Photos 15 and 14 demonstratc an
atternpt to improve the quality of
food in the Soviet Armed Forces.
While the "gourmet” food prepared
by these Soviet cooks in East Ger-
mmany is not representative of the typ-
ical fare, it does show that some
cooks are given encouragement and
help in developing their culinary
skills.
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SOVIET TANKERS

‘The Soviet press typically presents
the job of a tanker as one of honor
and prestige {see photo 15). Yet any
young man who chooscs this career
has a long, difficult road ahead of
him.

In an article in Issue 17, 1982, of
Sovetskiy voin {Soviet Soldier) mag-
azine, Major General of the Tank
Troops Yuriy Fedorovich Kutenkov
stated, “If you want to understand
better the significance of physical
eraining Jor tankers, pick a seat in a
tank, sit down, and experience for
yourself che habitat in a modern ar-
mored fighting vehicle, and imagine
that you must complete a tultikilo-
wmeter march in this position.”

The limited “living” space in 2
tank requires that the tanker possess
a2 high level of physical conditioning
to avoid “fatigue from not moving.”
The author of this Sovetskiy voin ar-
ticle points out that office workers
can always push themselves away
from their desk and walk around,
but the tanker has no place to go.
“Withowt strength and endurance,
you cannot be a ranker!” stated
Kurtenkov. Therefore, the rigorous
training underiaken is vital to a
tanker,

Tankers reportedly are tested for
sirength, agility, and endurance.
They must be able to finish an obsta-
cle course {photo 16), ford water-

Photo 15. The caption on this photo from Sovetakiy voin: “{'m going
to be a tanker.”

ways, run a hundred meters, complete
the horizontal bars {photo 17), and
run a 1-kilometer cross-country race.
In addition, tank drivers and loaders
do special weight-lifting exercises,
while the tank commander and gun-
ner do exercises 10 develop quick
reactions.
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The officers in photo 18 are com-
manders of tank subunits in the Mos-
cow Military District who were given
recognition for their achievements in
their field of expertisc. Note the tank
emblems on their uniforms.
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Photo 18. Qutsatanding tank officers from a unit in the Moscow Military
District. Fram fsft ta right: company commander 1st Lieutenant Sorokin,
platoon commander 18t Lieutenant Karelin, and company commander
Captsin Shaburov.
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= THE BMP FAMILY
" OF VEHICLES

'(6)(3):10 USC 424: (0)(6)

Since its introduction in 1967, the
BMP infantry combat vehicle has
proved so successful that it has devel-
oped into a family of vehicles. In ad-
dition to being a combat vehicle, it
has been modified in several variants
for reconaaissance and command
purposes,

As a combat vehicle, the BMP nor-
mally is equipped with a 73-mm re-
coilless maln gun, a 7.62-mm coaxial
machinegun, and an antitank guided
missile (see figure 1 below for com-
plete specifications). The squad may
also fire its weapons while the vehicle
is “buttoned up" through the use of
gun ports on the sides of the vehicle
and on'the left rear door.

Various BMP seating arrange-
ments are depicted in figure 2 and
are described below.

A BMP squa@ normally consists of
10 men, though the vehicle capacity
is 11 men. The driver sits at the lelt
front of the BMP, The squad leader
is immediately behind the driver.
The gunner sits in the tarret and op-
erates the vehicle weapon systems.
On either side of the vehicle will be
an RPK machinegunner, who will
fire from the large machinegun ports
below the turrct. The RPG antitank
grenade launcher operacor/rifleman
sits ac the right rear of the vehicle.
The assistant squad leader sits at the
left rear. The assistant RPG op-
erator/rifleman sits next to the RPG
operator. The senior rifleman sits on
the right side of che vehicle and the
rifleman on the left side. In cases
where an SA-7 operator is in the
vehicle, he will it next to the as-
sistant squad leader, It should be

noted, however, that the SA-7 op-
erator is not an integral pan of the
squad bue is detached from the anti-
atrcraft platcon of the battalion for
operational purposes.

A BMP platoon consists of three
vehicles — a platoon leader’s vehicle
and two squad vehicles. The seating
in the platoonr leader's vehicle is
similar 1o the squad vehicle, except
that the platoon leader sits behind
the driver, and the squad leader sits
at the right rear of the vehicle. The
BMP company consists of three pla-
toons (nine vehicles), plus 2 company
commander’s vehicle. The company
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Photo 1. The BMP on parade.

commandet’s vehicle is arranged dif-
ferently from the squad vehicle. The
driver and the gunner are in the
same positions, and the company
commander sits behind the driver.
However, the company commander’s
vehicle has a medic and a radioman
(detached from the battalion's
medical aid station and communica-
tions platoon, respectively). The
company- sniper sits in the position
occupied by an RPK machinegunner
in'a squad vehicle. The rwo deputy
company commanders sit at the righe
rear of the vehicle, and the squad
leader at the left rear.




Vehicle characteristics;

Length
gunforward(m). ........
w/ogun{m) ...... veasan
Width, overall{m)........
Height, overall (m)........
Ground clearance{m) . ....
Ground pressure (kg/cm?). .
Ground contact{(m).......
Speed (maximumn)
road{km/hr) . ..........
water (knshe). ... ... L. .
Fuel capacity (liters}. .. ...,
Road range(km} .........
Trench crossing (m). .. ....
Venicalstep{m}..........
Gradeability (®) ..........
Fording(m) .............
Engine
(3 <3
output{hp).............
COOlNG «vvivenniinnnn

width(m) . .......... ...
Suspension

wpe .. e G

wheels peraide .. ........
Armor (maxirnum)

hall{mm} ..............

* Gunat 45.
#s Total load on vehicle.

2.00

0.80

30
amphibious

V-6, diesel
290

Yiguid

front Hight
mechanical
5/1

clucch & brake

steel with double pin
0.30

torsion bar, 8 retum rollers
&-single

yes
filtration and overpressure
system

Armament characterintics:

caliber{mm). ......cocviiiiiniaens 78
NMBET . s 1
WPt e, P sonoothbore
traverse{®) ... i, 360
elevation{®)} ... iiii i 4t +33
rate of fire (rd/min}. ... .. PP .. 8
stabilization ................. .. ...l ne
firecomerol ...l periscopic sight
Ammunition (main)
(<22 (3 1R deveraans HEAT-¥S,
HE-FRAG(FS)
muzzle velocity (m/s)
HEAT-FS ... icviiiiiiinaecnsnen. 700
HE-FRAG{FS) ... ovneeieenennnnn. 700
maximum ballistic capability (m)*.. ... 2,200
etfectiverange, 50% P (m) . ... ...... 800
armor penctration {mm @ 0° ohliquity
@ANYTANEE) .- .ottt iiiies ey 300 (HEAT -FS)
basicload (rdd)............ beescriena 40
Armament {secondary)
model ... s, PKT
caliber(mra). .......... . ol 7.62
number/type ....... e 1/coaxial
maximum ballistic capability (m)*. ... .. 4,000
effectiverange (Mm)...... .. Ceaeenanaa 1,000
armor penetration (mm @ 0° obliquity
) PR 8
rate of fire
cycic{rd/min). .. ... ... .0 .i0an.n 650
practical {rd/min) ....... ... ... 250
basicload (xd).. . . ..o vui i e Z,000
Armamen (anxiliary)
type ....... e raac e, ATGM
model ...... ... o N AT-3/SAGGER
laench rails/tubes ... ..., ... NN |
range
maximuem (m} .....0o..0 PN . 5,000
minimam{m). .. ... veveennaas iav.. BOO
approx, time of flight (o maximum range
2 T 25
warhcad type ... 0viei i cnanninnas HEAT
armor penerration (mm & 0° obliquity
@3nYLANGE) oov vt e 400
guidance. .. .....iiiiii e mwanual
commandlink . ... ..., o wire
basicload (R)*®.......ooiniiiianes 4

30

1

INA

360

approx 410 +33
INA

no

periscopic sight
INA

INA

INA
INA

INA
INA

INA

ATGM
AT-5/SPANDREL
1

4,000

250

30

HEAT

SO0
semniautomatic® **
wire

INA

a2 gemiavtomatic guidance requives that the gunner only maintain his sighting point on the target. The missile is automiatically flown inta the line-of -

sight where it is caprured and held all the way to the target.

Figure 1. BMP charactaristics.
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Photo 2. Soviat soldiars teach thair GDR counterparts how to use this BMP,
equipped with 8 72-mm rocoilless gun snd antitank missiie faunchars.

)
’

(=T () ()T () () T
| | | |
! { | i
RPG
O { 2J O | O | @ | °
~ ' | — |
N /TN 7N /TN
7 v\ 7 ) {7} 70
l | [ N
! ! 1 O A,
I L | I
SOVAD SQUAD VEHICLE PLATOON LEADER'S COMPANY
VEHICLE WITH A SENIOR VEHICLE COMMANDER'S
RIFLEMAN VEHICLE
KEY _ L ~ a
O Company commander @ :qsvf;ﬂnlgj'xdur RPGrifternan @ Medic
Deputy company . Assistant .
@ con:mnndm @ Oriver RPGnfleman @ Snipat
O Platoon tesdor GD Gunner Senlor rifleran O Rifferman
Y
Saqrad leoder @ Machinequaner Radioman ,\ 7 } SA-7 aperat
~——

Figure 2. BNVIP seating arrangements.
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Recently, a variant of the BMP has
appeared in which the 78-mm gun is
replaced with a 30-mm gun. While
the 30-mm gun does not have the
penetrating power of the 73.mm
gun, the 30-mm gun has a far higher
rate of fire and the penerrating
power is sufficient 1o penetrate soft-
skinned vehicles or the sides of most
APGCs. The AT-3/SAGGER ATGM
has also been replaced by an AT-5/
SPANDREL. The SPANDREL is not
mounted above the main gun, but is
on the turret roof. The turret itself is
somewhat larger on the 80-mm vari-
am and may be occupied by two men
rather than a single gunner, While
the 30-mum variant retains the larger
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machinegun ports below the turret,
the troop compartment has only two
of the smaller ports per side. This
may indicate that the squad itself has
been decreased by one or two men,
or it may be simply a realization that
na all squad members need to en-
gage in firing ac any given time.

The concept of the infanuy fight-
ing vehicie as developed in the BMP
was 5o successful that the Soviets
adapted it to the airborne force and
developed the BMD. In many re-
spects, the BMD serves the same pur-
pose for the airborne forces as the
BMP does for motorized rifle ele-
ments. In some ways, the BMD is a

)

Photo 3. This s the first photo of
the BMP f11981 (in the foreground
to appaar in the Soviet prass.

Photo b. The noew BMP has 8 33 mm

gun, and the AT-5/SPANDREL has
replaced the AT-3/SAGGER.

-

more sophisticated wchicle (e.g., it
has 2 variable hydropnewnatic sus-
pension systemn), but the ¢rew com-
parument is smaller,

At least five reconnaissance/com-
mand vehicles have been developed
fram the BMP. The M1974 is a com-
mand vehicle with additionat radio
equipment and antennas. Its fiting
ports are welded shut. The M1975 is
a surveillance vehicle mouming a
large turret with a 7.62-mm ma-
chinegun in place of the standard
BMP armament and mounting bat-
tlefield radar, The M1976/1 is a re-
connaissance vehicle with 2 large
two-man turret simitar ¢o the turret

on the M1975 but with the original
73-mm gun as armament. The M1976/
2 is a cormmand post vehicle. The
M1978 is a command and communi-
cations vehicle mounting a large tele-
scoping antenna and more radio
equipment than the M1974. The
M1978 has no armament in the turret.

The BMP is a light, fast, highly
maneuverable combat vehicle able o
deliver a great deal of firepower. It is
well suited for the modern battlefield
and has been deployed in [arge num-
bers. It can be expected to remain in
the Soviet inventory for many years
to come.

»2

Photo 4. A parade photo of the BMP M1ISBT from the

West Garman magazinse, Scidat und Technik.
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B A
Photo 8, A closaup of the standard BAMP's 73:-mumn gun snd AT-3/8AGGER.




IDENTIFICATION QUIZ:
TANKS

This quiz consists of 10 tank photographs taken primarily from the Warsaw Pact mititary press. Two other interesting
photos have been added at the end of the quiz.
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11. This Soviet vehicle was sighted in 12. Can you identify this vehicle based on
Somalia wich a flat vire, the small section shown?
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GLOSSARY OF SOVIET MILITARY
TERMINOLOGY

TACTICS

The following Soviet definition of tactics was recently printed in an issue of Voyennyy vesenik (Milicary Herald). It is
translated and reprinted in its entirety. While the definition does contain some propaganda statements, it is nevertheless
2 good explanation of the present-day Soviet concept of tactics.

TACTICS — (from the Greek word taktika — the art of the formation of troops) — the theory and practice of the
preparation for and conduct of combat by spbunits, units, and formations of all branches of arms and components of the
Armed Forces. A component of military art, it is subordinate to operational art and strategy, acrsin cheir interests, and
gerves to achieve the goals which operarional art places before it.

The theory and practice of the organization and conduct of combat operations of Soviet troops were established in the
years of the Civil War and military intervention of Russia from 1918 to 1920. “Tactics of the Red Army,"” noted M. V.
Frunze, “was and will be saturated with activity in the spirit of brave and energetically conducted offensive operations.
This comes from the class naturc of the worker-peasant army and at the same time coincides with the demands of mili-
tary art.” The abscnce of continuous fronts, the low density of the forces and means, and the offensive formation of
troops without reserves considerably influenced tactics, especially ac the beginning of the war.

An offensive was conducted along selected axes, with strikes at the weakest points — flanks and the rear of the enemy,
turning movemnent and envelopment of its groupings in conjunction with strikes from the front forming the basis of the
attack.

In the thirties in the Soviet Armed Forces, the theory of deep offensive battle as a component of a deep operation was
developed as a resule of the extensive introduction of new military equipment and the motorization of units and subunies.

All aspects of tactics of Soviet troops evolved in the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union (World War I1) Erom 1941
to 1946. A combined-arms formation achieved success in combat through the combined efforts of the snbunits, units,
and formations of all branches of arms, aviation, and special troaps. At the beginning of the war, a deep echelonment
was used during a breaktchrough of the enemy's forward defense with minimum reserves. But this (deep echelonment) was
a mistake, becanse it weakened che first sirike of the actacking forces. Therefore, in the fall of 1942, single-echelon com-
bat formations in companies, battalions, regiments, and divisions were introduced in order to provide a simultaneous
actlve participation of all forces and means from the beginning to the end of the operation. The combat formation of in-
fantry platoons and companies made up an infantry line. Moreover, a massing of tanks in the main direction and their
use in close cooperation with infantry and other branches of arms were established. When the quantity of artillery and
tanks increased (in 1943) in the units and formations in the Red Army, the troops had te penetrate not the enemy strong-
point but the deep echeloned defense of the enemy; the combat formations in the battalion, regiment, angd division
began again to be organized in two, and sometimes three, echelons. Also, zones of attack were reduced, increasing the
density of forces and means, Thus, the division in the winter of 1941-42 acttacked in a zone of 7 to 14 kilometers: in the
fall of 1942, 4 ta 5 kilometers; in the summer of 1943, 2 10 2.5 kilomerers; in 1944-45, 2 kilometers.

Artillery support of the offensive played an important role in the development of tactics. Night operations were widely
used. Mechods of crossing water obstacles were perfected which, as a rule, were implemented frem the march, with the
exzensive use of forward detachments.

In the years of the Great Patriotic War, Sovict tactics was characterized by flexibility. In contrast to the routine opera-
tions of the Nazi troops, who tried to fit cach combat into a paragraph of the regulations, Soviet troops erearively made
use of the statutes of the regulations and instructions, adjusting their operations ta the specific situatics,

In the postwar period, tacties was developed based on the experience of World War 11 in conjunc:ion with the avaii-
ability of new, more contempurary equipment for arming the troops and the full motorization and mechanization of the
Ground Forces. With the introduction of nuclear weapons, the theory of offensive and defensive combat underwent sig-
nificant changes. Its dynamics increased. Nuclear and artillery fire strikes, in conjunction with the maneuver and attacks
of troops, created the basis for a combined-arms conflice. In order to avoid massive losses due to the great power of
nuclear weapons, the necessity for the dispersion of troops on the batrlefield arose. Along with this, as before, is rezained
the principle of massing forces and means on the most important axes.




In a situation in which opponents use nuclear weapons, an atrack from the march with the troops moving forward
from the assembly area located outside the range of the (enemy's) basic fire means is considered the most desirable. The
introduction of infantry fighting vehicles 1o motorized rifle subunits made it possible to neutralize dependably the
cnemy's defense to bring about a mounted attack and, along with the tanks, to develop an offensive at a high terapo. At
the same time, the defending forces developed the capability to deliver a decisive strike against the enemy during his
preparation for an offensive and, similarly, in the course of mass destruction.

In such a way, tactics analyzes the regularity, character, and content of bartle; develops its methods of preparation and
conduct; and studies the combat characteristics and capabilities of subunits, units, and formations.

Modern tactics provides for the operation of troops not only under conditions of the use of nuclear weapons but also
with the use of conventional means of destruction alone. It includes the cheory and practice of combat with the use of
many new means of armed conflict in combined-arms combat and new forms of combat security, more precisely, protec-
tion against weapons of mass destruction.

Tactics of the Ground Forces (combined-arms tactics) studies and develops methods of the training for and conduct of
combat of combined-arms battles, the contents of types of military operations, the role of strikes by nuclear, fire, and
other means of destruction. It also develops forms of troop maneuvers; tactical march, prebattle, and attack formations;
defines the place and role of formations, anits, and subunits of all branches of arms (or armed forces) and special troops
in combined-arms combat; missions, which will be completed in the vourse of a military operation; methods of their
combined combat application and the formation of cooperation between them. Studying offensive combat through illus-
tration, tactics develops methods of organizing and conducting breakthroughs of a defense; pursuit of a retreating
enemy; an offensive requiring the crossing of water obstacles; methods of organizing and conducting offensives at night,
in a city, on coastal lines, in mountains, deserts, in forests, etc,

Tactics of the Ground Forces (combincd-arms tactics) alse examines questions regarding the movement of troops and
their disposition on the terrain.

45




TAKTUKA

TAKRTHKA (nposcxeaur oT
rpeqeckora taklika — MCHYye-
LYoo MNOCTPUEHMA  BOHCH) ~
TCCPHA B NPARTHHA AGATOYOB-
UM W mefienHdn 6oa noApasne
ACHHAMWA, WACTAMM M COBAM-
HPHHAMH BLCX PORDR BONCH H
pHAGE nOOPYMeMHbIX CHa. HB-
NAAts COCTABHOM MATTWIO Df-
CHHOra MCRYCCYRa, GHA J3HA-
MATY NopNUMEHNOE meCTo 00
HTHOWCHHIO K ODEPATHEHONY
HOCHYCCTRY ¥ CTPATErRM, fIEH-.
CTBY®ET O #ix MHTCPECAX H LAY~
IMHT faR JOCTHIMCHNA  KRENeH,
KATOPUE CYABRTEA MACPEL HERO
QHORATHEHNIM HCHYCCTEOM,

TROPHA W MNPIHTHHA Dprapy-
22U B DeARHKA G0CHuix ACH-
CTIRMA COBCTEHHX PORLK LKA3-
fintaanace & FORD: Ipampan-
O BOAMEL W BOEHHOK WRTEPR-
noHunK 8 Poccun v 1818 —
1920 rr. eTakrymuxa Hpacuoh
ApmHu, - ormesan M, B.
Wpyrie, — Gmaa syaer
nPONKIaHa  AHTHAHOCTHIO 6
AyxEr CMENRIX W INEPIMYNG
NPOBOAHHEIR HACTYIIATR AN
NuIX  onopdyudA,.  ITD sel-
TONAST M3 HAaCCcOnoi  npH-
popul  padoue - KPECTHRATCHON
apMIv M A TO We apema Con-
najaet ¢ TpeGosannaAMK sOEM.
moro urnpyceTpas, Cywectoen!
HOQ BAMAHHE H3 TARTHNY, ©C0-
SeiHO 8 HavYane BOHKE), DHA-
ALIRIAH OTCYTCTBUC 'CRADMLS-
Huix QPOHTOHR, HHIHWE MACT-
HOCTH €HA H CPEACTR, Herny:
GoHoe NOCYRACHUHE BHOUCK.

HactynaeHe  penoce no
HAOPIAHHRIM HANDABARHWUAM, a
OoCHOAY ero  COCTARARNM yAd-
put 0o KanGonce CnAGLIM Me-
CTIam — HINANCAM W TwIAY OPO-
THRHMHA, ofxaf w oXERAY EfO
CPYANUPOROH 8 coveTiaHuu C
yaapapu ¢ GpoMTa.

B 30-x rogax & CoscT-
cnx  Boopymennnix  CHaax
¢ YYyeToOM ISHPOMBIO  BHef-
NOMIA HOBOW BOEMMON TOXHM-
1iv 3 MOTOPHIANMEN YaCTEH H
NoAnAIASHeHHA Bbina  pazpa-
Boturd TEOPHA TAYGOHOMD Wa-
tTynaToasHoro Gom man co-
cTaoMan yYacTa rayGonoK one-
payrM.

Brocroponnee pazpurre
THITHIKA CoBaTCHMX BONCK nn-
s¢yduND @ Benunou QToupry-
hexHNM aoikHe Caserckaro Co-
g 1941-—~1945 rr. Yenex =
€0 AOCTUrANCA CORMECTHRIMH
YOHAUAMM NOARIMICACHAM, WA
Ciner H CO(‘“NWCI!MI" 1143 4 'pO‘
APt 6AREH, AUKARMK W LDC-
UMAnslinix wOHCH npu bepy-
M $ ponu  0GLUEDOHCHADAGTO
couginienna, B HAvane BOAHLY
APAHTHHOBINOCKH rnySonse
SUeACHMPORANKE NPH NROPLI
L& HETAYBOHOW OBONGMb: RO
TMaHMKa. Ho oMo Ccln He ob-
PABRAND, TaM Kan NPpHEORWAS
K ocnabacsqHu  BPROHANIN k-
HOTO YAAPA HACTYNAOLUMX, fio-
atomy aceHwro 1942 repa Gni-
Ny paefleMbl  OAHOSWEACHHLIA
Gormble NOPARKM & PoTax, ga-

TANLOKAX, NONKaxX M AMBUIHMAX
C TAM, HTOOnI obBecnewntn Of-
HOOPCMEHHOE AXRTHBHOL yHa-
CTHE BCCX CHA W CPeASTD oOf
Havana Ao koMa Qor. Bocach
AOPAAGN CTPENKOBLIX RIBOACE
H POT cOCTapnAnNG CYPCNHORAR
ycnk. HpoMe YOrd, yoraMasan-
0dROCHh MACCHROBRIMWE TANHDO
Ha HAMPACNOHHW  FRARMOTrD
¥YAAPD WU BX MINOARIONIHHE B
TCLMOM A33NMOARHCINMN ¢
ACXOTONH M APYIUMK  PORAMM
eofte. Korpa =  MacTRx
CocaMHENHAX  Hpacunon  Ap.
MM 0O3INOCAD  KONWNECETBD
APTHANCHH M TaHdes (1943 1))
M SONCHAM MDHILAGCE RPs.
PoiBATHE MR OYArGEYW), & rhy-
DoKe JAWCNOHHMPABAHNKYKIS 060
pory npoTwawuka, Gooame
NOPARHK @ OUTANLOME, BOAKRY
M AHBWINK AHOBL CT3RU CIPD-
MTRCR & A8d; J HHOTAA M B
IPr swentHa, BeiAk cywertr K
HONOLHI HATTY NIACHUN, YTO yae-
NHHHNG TAATHOCTH  CHMN ]
cpepcra. TaK, AMBHIKR IWMDR
1941 /42 ¢. HacTynana s no-
note 7 —14 um, oCexuie 1942 5,
— 4—5 KM, netom 1943 r. —
2—2,5 um, 8 1944 —1945 rr, —
PR

Bamuyw ponn 8 PaAdOMTHH
TAKTHHH CHCBARO APTHAARDMA.
tRoe ofecneueHue MHaLTyhne.
HUA, LWnpokoe ApHMenenne
nonyyunu  GocBbie ACHCTEMA
HOMbo, COBBPLICHCTROAANHED
cnocat, oPCUPORANKA  8DA-
MbIX NPCFDIR. KOTOPDIA, Hawm
npaskao, alywIeCTANRAUCL €
XOAY, € WHRAHHMM KENONLID-
BaNMeM NePegocutX OTRAARDS.

B roitn Benundir OTeweey-
GCHNOR BOHHL! CORCTCRAA TaM-
THKA XAPARTEPHIOBINACH Tnl-
HOoCTYRIO, B ornvuve or wiab-
noMWLIX  REHCTEMH _ HEMBW.
RO -hiLIUCTOCHUE  BOACH, Cra-
PASMXCS NOAOPHATE KAMAMN
604 noa naparpag  ycTamsa,
COBOTEtME HOMEKE TBOPRHLECHM
HCDALIODANK NUROKEeMKA yC-
TIBOD W HICTABARHNR, ¢oCE-
Palyn €00 ACHCTEHMRA & HOM-
KPLTHOH SSCTIHODHOR.

B npocacapeHHbIR  nepuog
TAHTHKE DAIRMUINACL HA 0L+
MOnEe ONLITI CTOPOR MHPOBON
COAKBI € Y42TOM MEBCTYNHEKMN
a3 BOGDYMICHHE BOACH HOBOW,
OLN?e CORCHUIT 'HOKW TEXHMIM,
NonHON MOTODPU IXIMKW M MEX2.
Mi3alMK CyxonyrHix BoNCK,

BHERPCHUOM HACNRKITY OPY-
A NPpeTeEpend INMUIMTEAL-
HbiE WMIMEMENHR TEODHR Ha.
crynarensHorg ] ©BOPOHM-
rensHoro Son, Bospocna ero
AMHanusNHocTh, DcHory oBiye-
BOHCKOBATO 60A CTINW COCTAD

NATHL PACHHBIR ¥ OfNEALIe Yaa-
Pt &8 CONRTAMMH C MANERPOM
¥ aravamy aomcH. B camaun ¢
OTROMHON MOILHOCTLIO  RAEp-
HOSO -QPYMMS RO HICLMIHWe
MIACCORBIX  (IATEPD AQIKMHNI
HeOGxoAMMDCTR PatCcpeaonTOYE.
MHR ROMCK Ha aone Son. Bme-
€T C TCM NO NRGKEMY COX-
PAHAETEA ONPURUNT  MACTHPO-
BAHMA CUN W CPCACTD N2 BAM-
HERLINX HANPABAECHHAX.

B YCADEMAX NPAMEHEHKP
L£TOPOHAMM RALDHONG opy-

Figure 1. Taktika {tactics)

46

mMua Mamdonce HenfcoOOpais-
MBIM CNMTACTLA HACTYNACHUE
€ XOly £ QuIRUMIENHOM BANCK
M3 MCXORHOIO PAnoHd, pPacs
NOAGHERHOND BaHe [OCATAEMO-
£TH OCNOBRBIX arKesh!x
cpeficTe AOPDAMEHNR DPOTUB-
HuHa. NlpuHRTHE K3 BOOpYMe-
MME MOTOCTPEAKORLIX MNOAPADI
[enEHUR 60e0bIX MAWHN Nexo-
Thl COIRAN0 BOIMDWHOCYY APH
HAREMHOM  [OZARAGHKH  ofio-
pOoHL NOOCTHOHHHR acymge-
CTRAATL ATAHY Gea cneltnoa-
HHN, COBMECTHO € TAHKAMK »
PAIVMBATE HATTYNACKHME B Bbi-
cokom Temfie. B vo e gprMA
ofopopnoumneen noayaHnnw
ROIMOIKNOCT HAHOCUTE PALUH-
TCALHOE NOPAMMECHHE nNpPoTWA-
HMRY NOIH NDH OORTFOTOONRE MM
HALYYNNACHKA, TaK W & xOfie
MALTDBOro CIDPIAHMA.

Tannm OBPA3GM, TAHKTHHA
HECNDAYET  AAHOMOMEPHOCTH,
XAPAKTED M COACPIMAHHe OOR,
padpatateiaaer cnocofiu ero
NOAFOTOBHM M BCHCHHN, MIy-
Ha0Y 6OCEBLIE CEOMGTBA W RO3-
MOMHOETR nappAAnENSH KL,
MACTEM W COEQMNEHNN,

CoppeMertMan TIHTHHI NpE-
AYCMATPHAZET acMcTanR
BOWCM KAH B8 YCAOBRMAX NpKME-
HORUA AJERHDFC OPYMIMA, YaH
K € HENONhIGBIHKREM YONLHO
08pIUHNIX  CPCACTE  NOpame-
HHA, OHa BHNIOYAET TEOPHO N
npanvuiy Gos © MApUMeNe-
HHEM MHOMPMX MABLRIX CPERCTA
poopymenrod Sopabal @ of-
uiesoRcHOaOM G600 M HOBLIS
suUALt Doesoro obecneveMun, b
ToOM WHCAC F3UMTY T ODYMUN
MaccoBars HORANERHA,

Taxrrua CyxanyrHmx BOACH
HaYNaer » paspaliarnivaer
cnocofisl  NOATOTORKK W _&e-
aennn  pbucponcHoBOre Gon,
CORMPMHaAHuE BHAOD GaeBuix
ACHCTBMA, ponbh YAIROR nAep-
HBIMK, OrHERLIMM H ARYFHUM
CPeACTRAMK NOPANMEHHWN. OWHa
PaIPAGATHIOACT TAMME HOpPMbY
MaHespa RONCK, NOXORHLIE,
npepBocanie u Hoegwiz NOPRAR-
MM, OPPEABNREYT MESCTIO W PONW
COCANHRHMIH, dacTeld W Noj-
pazaenexui peex poAcse
momes  {(cvn) W eneywans.
MuIX  BOHCK B pSujesscicHo-
gom 60Ky, S3flavy, ROTOPUIG
oMM PHIMONKAKT B Xoge &oe-
eniX  AelicTasi, cRocobes WX
COBMACTHMOIO £0CAOrD fipnme-
HEHYA " NAapAlan AIAKMO-
SCFCTHMA MENtAY HWhm. Hay-
wan, K BpuMepy, HacTyna-
TenbHbuiAn 605, YAKTHHA palpa-
Garnisaer cnocolm ero opra-
HHIIUMM B BOREHHP TPH a0«
paine ofoplHe:, MPeCALROGA-
HMM BTXORALCID NPOYWOHKKR,
HALYYNAGHHY € NPoOAOASHW-
oM BOAMDIX Aperpaf, cnocobu)
APFrAaHKIALYMNW " BLACHHER
HACTYDNEHHR WQURYO, ¢ FODOAL,
H3 NPHMDPCHOM HANPannCHKK,
8 ropax, NYCTuIHAX, 8 necy
v. &
Tartuia Cyxonyriurx aoRcr
PACCMATRMRALT TaKMe sonpo-
Cb1 HEPEAAHIKEHUA wofcH M
PACNCACMBNHMA MX Ma MeCTe,




GLOSSARY OF SOVIET/WARSAW
PACT OPEN SOURCE

MILITARY PUBLICATIONS

AIR DEFENSE HERALD (Vestnik protivovozdushnoy sborony)
The monthly journal of the air defense troops. It cavers general training, tactics, new technology, political and party
information, mostly from the air defense viewpoint.

AVIATION AND COSMONAUTICS (Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika)
This publication is the official monthly journal of che Saviet Air Forces. It concentrates on technical and ideological is-
sues of interest to the Air Forces.

MILITARY HERALD (Voyennyy vestnik)

‘This monthly Soviet journal is a “general” military publication directed primarily at junior officers. It includes articles
covering all branches of arms, focusing on theory, training exercises, and equipment of the various branches of the
Ground Forces, with emphasis on combined-arms operations.

MILITARY MEDICAL JOURNAL (Voyennyy meditsinskiy zhurnal)
This Soviet monchly publication is a professional medicaf journal dealing primarily with iliness found among military
units, as well as the treatment of wounds from the battlefield and general surgery techniques.

PEOPLE'S ARMY (Volksarmee)

This German Democratic Republic Army’s weekly newspaper presents news and information on selected units within
the GDR forces and rcserves as well as other Warsaw Pact forces.

PEOPLE’S DEFENSE (Obrana Lidu)
This Czechoslovak official military newspaper, like the People’s Army, covers the military activities of both Czecho-
slovakia and octher Warsaw Pact countries.

POLISH SOLDIER (Zolnicrz Polski)
A weekly Polish military publication similar to Sovier Soldier {(Sovetskiy voin), published by the Palish Main Political
Administration and the Main Department of Civil Defense.

RED STAR (Krasnaya zvezda)

This four-page military newspaper is published six times a week for the Soviet Armed Forces by the USSR Ministry of
Defense, and is devoted principally to armed forces topics.

SOVIET MILITARY ENCYCLOPEDIA (Sovetskaya Voyennaya Entsiklopediya)

A comprehensive, eight-volume Soviet encylopedia dealing with military marters. It was published during the years
1976-80.

SOVIEY MILITARY REVIEW

This general military publication is published monthly in various foreign languages. Although it is partially a propa-
ganda tool showing how well trained Saviet troops are and pointing out the evils of che imperialist forces, it also is an ex-
cellent source on Soviet tactics, equipment, and the training of the Soviet soldier.

SOVIET SOLDIER (Soverskiy voin)

Soviet Soldier magazine describes itself as a “sociopelitical and literary/arts magazine of the Main Political Directorate
of the Soviet Armed Forces.” Its contents include fiction, poetry, political essays, sports, and leisnre features, as well as
photo reports focusing on the exploits of selected Sovier military units, crossword puzzles, and even military sheet music,
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1.

2.

ANSWERS

T-72 {in Poland).

T-55 tank and Czechoslovak soldiers on the attack during the SHIELD- 82 exercise in Bulgaria.

3. PT-76 — the swimming tank. This is Model 2. Note the bore evacuator and the double baffle muzzle brake. The tur-
ret is placed forward on the hull.

4.

5.

8.

9.

T-62 and a Soviet tanker. Note the bore evacuator is one-third of the tube langeh from the muzzle.

T-54. Note that the bore evacuator at the end of muzzle and the turret-mounted machinegun both are covered here.

. T-72 on parade in 1980. Note that the wheels are evenly spaced.

. An Fast German Pioneers tank for the Pioneer maneuvers held in August 1982.

T-54 used in SHIELD-82 exci'cise in Bulgaria.

T-62. Note the stars on tubes, probably denoting awards from a socialist competition. Of special interest is the for-

ward tank with two special emblems and a specially awarded name, replacing the usual numbers, Although barely legi-
ble, the first word in this special name is “Revolutionary.” The second cannot be determined from this photo.

10. T-72in the desert.

11.

12.

BTR-60PB.

122-mim SP howstzer.
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CONSUMER QUESTIONNAIRE

The DIA unclassified publications are designed to be used for a wide variety of intelligence training and taccical
training purposes. Please help us improve them to meet your needs berter by filling our chis questionnaire and drop-
ping it into the mail.

Thanks for the feedbackl

1. Please tell us about yourseif.

Name and Rank:
Unit and mail address:

Duty assignment:
AUTOVON number:

2. How do you use this publication?

—. background info ___briefing matarial _training
_.other {please specify):

3. How wel!l doas it fulfill your neads?
____complately —adequately —_ fairly -—poorly

4. What was the most usaful item in the Review for your official purposes?
5. What was the least useful item for your official purposes?

6. How would you rate the following aspects of this publication?
{E=excsllent, G = good, F=fair, P= paoor)

—acope —._organization —level of detsil —readability
—photos and diagrams

7. What did you personallylike the bast about this issuae?
8. What did you personally like the least about this issue?
9. What is your ovarall evaluation of this publication?
10. What areas would you like to see covered in future issues of the Review?

11. Additional comments about the Review.
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Questions and comments concerning this publication should be referred in writing to the Defense Intelligence Agency
{ATTN: DB-1B3), Washington, DC 20301. Requests for additional copies should be forwarded through appropriate
comamand approval channels to DIA (ATTN: RTS-2A), using DD Form 1142, Interagency Document Request, in ac-
cordance with DIA Manual §9-3, DIA Reference Library.

Additional information pertaining to secondary distribution of intelligence publications may be obtained from the ser-
vice points of contact listed below:

ARMY US Army customers can obtain additional copies from
the US Army Adjutant General Publications Center in
Baltimore, MD.

NAVY Naval Inzelligence Command (Autovon 293-3624)
ATTN: 168-FC2
4600 Sitver Hill Road
Washingron, DC 20389

AIR FORCE Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence {Aurovon: 227-4844)
Department of the Air Farce
ATTN: AFIS/INDOC
Washington, DC 20330

MARINES Comunandant Marine Corps (HQSP) {Autovon: 224-2680)
Headquarters Marir: Corps
Washingion, LC 20380

DOD & Defense Intelligence Agency {Autavon: 222.5842)
OTHERS ATTN: RTS-2A2C
‘Washingion, DC 20301
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