
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
4800 MARK CENTER DRIVE 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA  22350-1500 

December 9, 2024 
Ref: DODOIG-2024-000780 

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: john@greenewald.com 
Mr. John Greenewald, Jr. 
The Black Vault 
27305 W. Live Oak Road, Suite 1203 
Castaic, CA  91384 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for a copy of all 
records generated during the processing of FOIA requests DODOIG-2023-000010, DODOIG-
2023-000018, and DODOIG-2023-000019.  We received your request on September 18, 2024, 
and assigned it case number DODOIG-2024-000780. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement 
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. 552(c).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a 
standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication 
that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

The FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liberties Office conducted a search and located records 
responsive to your request.  Upon review, we determined that the enclosed 62 pages are 
appropriate for release in part pursuant to the following FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552) exemptions: 

• (b)(5), which pertains to certain inter-and intra-agency communications protected by the
deliberative process privilege.  The purpose for withholding such recommendations is to
encourage the free and candid exchange of opinions and advice during the decision-
making process.  In applying the foreseeable harm standard, we determined that
disclosure of this information is likely to diminish the candor of agency deliberations in
the future; and

• (b)(6), which pertains to information, the release of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

Our review included consideration of the foreseeable harm standard, as stated in DoDM
5400.07.  Under this standard, the content of a particular record should be reviewed, and a 
determination made as to whether the DoD Component reasonably foresees that disclosing it, 
given its age, content, and character, would harm an interest protected by an applicable 
exemption. 

If you consider this an adverse determination, you may submit an appeal.  Your appeal, if 
any, must be postmarked within 90 days of the date of this letter, clearly identify the 
determination that you would like to appeal, and reference to the FOIA case number above.   
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December 9, 2024 
Ref: DODOIG-2024-000780 

 
Send your appeal via mail to the Department of Defense, Office of Inspector General, ATTN: 
FOIA Appellate Authority, Suite 10B24, 4800 Mark Center Drive, Alexandria, VA 22350-1500,  
via email to foiaappeals@dodig.mil, or via facsimile to 571-372-7498.  However, please note 
that FOIA appeals can only examine adverse determinations concerning the FOIA process.  For 
more information on appellate matters and administrative appeal procedures, please refer to 32 
C.F.R. Sec. 286.9(e) and 286.11(a). 
 

You may contact our FOIA Public Liaison at FOIAPublicLiaison@dodig.mil, or by 
calling 703-604-9785, for any further assistance with your request.  Additionally, you may 
contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and 
Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer.  The contact 
information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National 
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road–OGIS, College Park, MD 20740-
6001, email at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or 
facsimile at 202-741-5769.  However, OGIS does not have the authority to mediate requests 
made under the Privacy Act of 1974 (request to access one’s own records).   
 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Toni Jenkins at 703-604-
9775 or via email at foiarequests@dodig.mil. 
 

Sincerely, 

       
Searle Slutzkin 

      Division Chief  
        FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liberties Office 
 
Enclosure(s): 
As stated 



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com
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Original Message
From: Slutzkin, Searle, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 1:53 PM
To: , OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Cc: Powers, Eric, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>; , OIG
DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Subject: RE: FOIA Request DODOIG 2023 000010

,

.

In regard to the emails, the two requests (DODOIG 2023 000010 and
DODOIG 2023 000018) are seeking di erent things. The former is seeking
internal correspondence regarding Mr. Elizondo's interview with WRI, whereas
the la er is seeking all emails within WRI containing the term "Elizondo".
While there may be emails that overlap, we need to ensure that all internal
emails pertaining to Mr. Elizondo's interview with WRI are provided under
DODOIG 2023 000010.

I hope this helps, but please let me know if there is any addi onal
informa on I can provide.

Thank you,
Searle

Searle Slutzkin
Division Chief
FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liber es O ce

O ce of Inspector General
Department of Defense

Original Message
From: , OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 1:23 PM
To: Slutzkin, Searle, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Cc: Powers, Eric, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>; ,
OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Subject: RE: FOIA Request DODOIG 2023 000010

CUI

Good A ernoon,

Sorry for the delay in responding to your email,

-

(b) (6) (b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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As far as emails, Mr. Greenwald requested emails in a separate FOIA request
(DODOIG 2023 000018), which is s ll pending with WRI.

Please let me know if this is okay with the FOIA o ce.

BREAK

I will be on leave star ng in the next 30 minutes, un l Tuesday, October
18th; but will be on the lookout for any ques ons your o ce

Very Respec ully,

Inves ga ve Support Specialist
Whistleblower Reprisal Inves ga ons
Department of Defense
O ce of Inspector General
4800 Mark Center Drive
Alexandria, VA 22350 1500
Work #:
Email: @dodig.mil

WARNING: INSPECTOR GENERAL SENSITIVE INFORMATION CUI. The informa on
contained in this e mail and any accompanying a achments may contain
sensi ve informa on which is protected from mandatory disclosure under the
Freedom of Informa on Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552. This e mail message,
including any a achments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and should not be released to unauthorized persons. If you are not the
intended recipient please contact the sender by e mail and destroy all
copies of the original message and a achments.

Controlled by: DoD OIG
Controlled by: Administra ve Inves ga ons, Whistleblower Reprisal
Inves ga ons
CUI Category: PRIIG // INV // WHSTL
Distribu on/Dissemina on Controls: FED CON
POC:

CUI

Original Message
From: Slutzkin, Searle, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 8:01 AM
To: , OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (5)
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Cc: Powers, Eric, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>
Subject: FOIA Request DODOIG 2023 000010
Importance: High

Good Morning ,

This email pertains to DODOIG 2023 000010, which is John Greenewald's FOIA
request for a copy of the video and/or audio of Mr. Luis Elizondo's
interview with Whistleblower Reprisal Inves ga ons that occurred on, or
around, May 19, 2021, a transcript of the interview, and all internal notes,
communica ons, and emails about the interview.

I appreciate your assistance with this. Please let me know if you have any
ques ons, or need any addi onal informa on from me.

Thank you,
Searle

Searle Slutzkin
Division Chief
FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liber es O ce

O ce of Inspector General
Department of Defense

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (5)
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All emails that are to/from (bcc'd or cc'd) the DoD OIG and a orney
, from January 1, 2020, to the date of processing the

request.

Due to the interest in this subject and the requester's a lia on, we
wanted to provide you with no ca on of our response to the requester. We
an cipate providing our response, as a ached, a er 12pm on Thursday,
February 9.

Please let me know if you have any ques ons or concerns, or need any
addi onal informa on.

Thank you,
Searle Slutzkin
Division Chief
FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liber es O ce

O ce of Inspector General
Department of Defense
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Jenkins, Toni., OIG DoD

From:  OIG DoD
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 10:39 AM
To: Slutzkin, Searle, OIG DoD;  OIG DoD; ., OIG DoD;  

, OIG DoD
Cc: Dorgan, Mark J., OIG DoD; Kasper, Joseph D., OIG DoD
Subject: RE: FOIA Release Notification: DODOIG-2023-000010; -000018; and -000019

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Thank you very much for the noƟficaƟon!  
 

.  
 
Best,  

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Slutzkin, Searle, OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 10:36 AM 
To:  OIG DoD < @DODIG.MIL>;  OIG 
DoD @DODIG.MIL>;  OIG DoD 

@DODIG.MIL>;  OIG DoD 
@DODIG.MIL> 

Cc: Dorgan, Mark J., OIG DoD @DODIG.MIL>; Kasper, Joseph D., OIG 
DoD @DODIG.MIL> 
Subject: FOIA Release NoƟficaƟon: DODOIG‐2023‐000010; ‐000018; and ‐000019 
Importance: High 
 
Good Morning,  
 
We received FOIA requests from Mr. John Greenewald (The Black Vault, Inc.) 
for the following records: 
 
‐ A copy of the video and/or audio of Mr. Luis Elizondo's interview with 
Whistleblower Reprisal InvesƟgaƟons that occurred on, or around, May 19, 
2021, a transcript of the interview, and all internal notes, communicaƟons, 
and emails about the interview; 
 
‐ All emails within Whistleblower Reprisal InvesƟgaƟons which contain the 
word "Elizondo"; and 
 
‐ All emails that are to/from (bcc'd or cc'd) the DoD OIG and aƩorney 

, from January 1, 2020, to the date of processing the 
request. 
 
Due to the interest in this subject and the requester's affiliaƟon, we 
wanted to provide you with noƟficaƟon of our response to the requester. We 

(b) (6)
(b) (6)(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6) (b) (6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (5)
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anƟcipate providing our response, as aƩached, aŌer 12pm on Thursday, 
February 9. 
 
Please let me know if you have any quesƟons or concerns, or need any 
addiƟonal informaƟon. 
 
Thank you, 
Searle Slutzkin 
Division Chief 
FOIA, Privacy and Civil LiberƟes Office 
 
Office of Inspector General 
Department of Defense 

 
 
(b) (6)





OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
4800 MARK CENTER DRIVE 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA  22350-1500 
 
 

 

 

 

February 9, 2023 
Ref: DODOIG-2023-000010 

DODOIG-2023-000018 
DODOIG-2023-000019 

 
SENT VIA EMAIL TO: whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.osd-js-foia-requester-service-
center@mail.mil 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR OSD/JS FOIA REQUESTER SERVICE CENTER,  
       ATTN: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION DIVISION 
       1155 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
       WASHINGTON DC 20301-1155 
      
                                 
SUBJECT:  Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Referral – Greenwald, John 
 

The attached documents, totaling five pages, originated with or are of primary interest to 

your office.  Accordingly, we are referring the documents to your office for processing and direct 

response to the requester.  The requester will be notified of this referral.  A copy of the 

requester’s initial FOIA requests are attached for your information.  We combined his FOIA 

requests because he submitted three requests for similar information   If you have any questions 

regarding this matter, please contact me at 703-604-9775 or at @dodig.mil.  

 
 

 
      JOSEPH KASPER 
      Government Information Specialist 

  FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liberties Office 
 
Attachment(s): 
As stated. 

 

(b) (6)
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Mr. Powers,

Can you give us an extension for the above listed FOIA's? The NIPR por on of the request is completed however, the
exchange team would like a few days to ensure accuracy.

Can you extend this to Friday, the 28th? It will probably be completed prior to but, just to be sure.

v/r

Working Smarter Together to Manage Informa on

Records Informa on Specialist
Informa on Governance Division

Department of Defense
O ce of Inspector General
O ce of the Chief Informa on O cer
Suite
4800 Mark Center Drive
Alexandria, Virginia 22350 1500
O ce:
Work Cell:

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)
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