U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

May 14, 2021

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.

SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1496071-000
Subject: 139-HQ-3

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The enclosed 33 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were
previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Please see the
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

v

In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive,
Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence.

Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30)
days by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive,
Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997.. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30)
days of the date of this notification, your request will be closed.

One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.

If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address:

National Archives and Records Administration
Special Access and FOIA

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above.



[ One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code,
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 1229.10.

[ Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR
1229.10.

[ Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this
release.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2”
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned
to your request so it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief
Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Information Management Division
Enclosure(s)


http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov

FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA
Addendum provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply
to all requests. Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your
request seeks the listed information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

@)

(ii)

5 U.S.C. 8§ 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements
of the FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the
FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@)

(i)

(iii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual’'s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
552/552a (b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §8 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. Thisis a
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A standard search normally
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references,
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. For additional information about our record
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records.

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests,
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to hame
check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic
threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private Citizens
cannot request a name check.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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- Assistant Attorney General January 30, 1953
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1 dm attaching hsreto for your information a
copy of a letter directed to me dated January 26, 1953, from
Honorable Robert 0. Cunningham, Member of the House of Re-.
presentatives, State of Oklahoma, in which he requests that
this Buresu conduct an investigation into allegations of wire
tapping made by Governor Johnston Murray. It is noted that
Mr. Cunningham sent copies of his letter to a D. A. Brice,
Governor Murray, the County Attorney, Oklahoma County, and to
Mr, R. E. Echols, Manager, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company.

¥

_ Mr. Cunningham's reference to D. 4. Brice is
undoubtedly to Mr., D. A, Bryce, Speocial Agent in Charge of our
Oklahoma City Office, who -advised on January 26, 1953, that

he had been telephonically contacted by Mr. Cunningham 4in
this matter,

In line with my wemorandum dated January 9, 1953,
to the effect that no investigation will be conducted by this
Bureau into allegations of wire tapping until funds for such
purposes hae been appropristed by Congress, this Bureau is not
in a position at this time to conduct the desired investigation.
I am taking the liberty, therefore, of advising Mr. Cunningham
that the matter of conducting the investigation he requests 1is
being referred to you for appropriate action. =
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

o . ee

555 L2 Y
ROBERT O, CUNNINGHAM ‘ T N Maiting Address®
1st District, Oklohoma County ) P, O. Box 492
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA ’ OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
Phones ¢ P ﬂ'c-é' e
38251 - 21913 ’ . (4 N.W. 8t D

L *

Januvary 26, 1953

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoovers:

I write you this letter as a Member of the House .
of Representatives, State of Oklahoma.

On Priday, Januvary 23, 1953, Governor Johnston

~/ Murray_in a public address at a luncheon during the
/X Oklahoma Press Association?s annual meeting stated -that
his private telephone line:-in the Governor's office at
the State Capitol had been tapped and further that he &
had personally confronted the person responsible.

; I ask you to investigate this due to the fact that
my name .was, the only one mentioned in connection with
the charge.

I understand that this is a violation of a federal
statute and in order that my name, as a public official
and a private citizen, be cleared and that the guilty
party, if any, should be brought to justice.

Your immediate cooperation in this matter would
sincerely be appreciated.

H?J Yours truly,
y RECORCID - 43 )

Y {J - i
5 PN ‘Robert 0. Cunningha
ol @V Ry g

\%}y J‘ \)) House of Representatijves
\ + ; ROC/siw “RECARDED - 28

CC D. A. Brice *
M Governor Johnston Murray g“{\)F_)(ED .73
.. County Attorney, Oklahoma County
R. E. Echols, Manager
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.
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FEDTRZL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Cleggmm—mms
. ‘ U. S. DEPARTMENT OF SUsSTICE
A/ £

Mrp GlATID e /
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION @ :@%
JAN 26 zesk N s, Gearir——

- Mr. MOhI’cn—-—‘

PUPEE | ‘.‘ é%%jgﬁzfi%
74

TELETY '\‘§- Mr. Winterzowde,

- 2/ | e

/ : fjﬁf'5f 37?4 PM CST WS §§;%§§§""_l
IRECTOR....Q......’ URGENT { i J—

== i

> awpeey
UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR USE OF
COMMUNICATIONS. MR. CUNNINGHAM, STATE REPRESENTATIVE FROM OKLA,

ROBERT OfC%UNNINéﬁAM,

e
COUNTY, HAS ADVISED THIS OFFICE TELEPHONICALLY THAT HE HAS DIRECTED

A COMMUNICATION TO THE BUREAU ASKING THAT AN INVESTIGATION BE

CONDUCTED BY THE FBI INTO ALLEGATIONS OF WIRE TAPPING BY GOVERNOR
JOHNSTON, MURRAY IN A SPEECH TO THE OKLA.

NEMSPAPER EDITORS WHICH MEETING

e ot 2 deveney e’

JAS HEL__IN’OKLA CiTY FRIDAY TWENTYTHREE, INSTANT., CUNNINGHAM STATED

ITHAT NEWS BROADCASTS QUOTED THE GOVERNOR AS MAVING RELATED TO THE

EDITORS THAT HIS PRIVATE TELEPHONE HAD BEEN TAPPED AND QUOTE HIS g;7
ENEMIES TRIED TO INVOLVE HIM IN SCANDAL IN A PLOT TO IMPEACH HINM YlauoTE,

CUNNINGHAM STATED THAT HIS NAME WAS THE ONLY ONE MENTIONED IN CONNECTION
WITH THE WIRE TAPPING CHARGE THAT GOVERNOR MURRAY MADE AND THAT HIS
REASON FOR ADVISISING THE FBI AND REQUESTING THEIR ASSISTANCE WAS
,QUOTﬁ IN ORDER THAT MY NAME AS A PUBLIC OFFICIAL AND A PRIVATE CITIZEN
I BE CLEARED AND THAT TME GUILTY PARTY IF ANY SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO
JUSTICE UNQUOTE, COPIES OF THE EETTER SENT TO THE BUREAU WERE ALSO
DESIGNATED FOR OKLA, COUNTY ATTORNEY GRANVILLE SCANLAND, GOVERNOR

LN

MURRAY, R. E. ECHOLS, MANAGER S. w. BELL TELEPHONE CO. AND D, A. BRYCE,

AGENT IN CHARGE OF, THE FBI OFFICE, "OKLA. CITY. A_COPY OF E AFOREMENTION
ﬁ? s~35 RECORDED.28 }/3%- 7/

FEB
%O FEB241953 & M . lc’:‘f‘mf@wé?




PAGE TWO ‘
LETTER HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED BY THIS OFFICE, CUNNINGHAM IS OUTSPOKEN '
FOE OF GOVERNOR MURRAY AND IS REFERRED TO AS A PUBLICITY SEEKER. NO
INVESTIGATION TO BE CONDUCTED UACB. B |

T ——

BRYCE
END -

CORRECTION LAST LINE SHOULD READ" NO INVESTIGATION B
END _ h
5-28 PM OK FBI WA VH
M
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January 30, 1953

Honorable Robert 0. Junningham
Member of the House of Representativol

State of Oklahoma

Post 0rfice Box L92
Oklahoma City, Oklahoms

My dear Mr. Cunningham:

Your letter dated January 26, 1953, con-
cerning allegations of wire tappling made by Governor
John:tog Murray during a publioc address has been
received.

1 want you to know that X appreciate your
o8lling this matter to my attention.

- 1 am taking the liberty of referring your
Jetter to the Assistant Attorney General in charge of
the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice,
under whose jurisdictlon this matter oomea,;gor what-
aver action he deems appropriate. -
T3 ‘
Sincerely yours, C
Jo Edger Hoover oS,
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Oﬂic‘e Memomndzzm ‘UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

L

Mr. Tolso / J 30, 195
nl/ DATE: anuary 30, 1953

TO
. “Tolson peesoen
FROM L. B. Nichols AV

b

Clegs rumermmnc

GIAVES cacianms

/ ¥lf“ vt

SUBJECT : ‘ ‘4 :g - Tracy momen
() N Langhlie wonns

N NC . , .

RogerT 0. cv VNN G H M paeai

Charle aslet of the Associated Press telephoned at o S
1:25 p.m., Janua{

30, 1953, ‘and talked to Crosby. He advised ‘ W
that there was a big news story in Oklahoma City over a speech & S
made by Governor Johnson Murray of Oklahoma. Murray made
the statement at a luncheon that his telephone had been tapped.
One of the persons present at the luncheon was State Representative
Cunningham of Oklahoma City. Cunningham inferred from Murray's
remarks that Murxray was accusing him, Cunningham, of tapping
his telephone. The Governor subgequently advised he.does.not
believe in fact his telephone was tapped, Cunningham is firmly of

e belie al the Governor has accused him of tapping the Governor's
‘telephone and he called at the Oklahoma City Office and subsequently
wrote a letter to the Bureau requesting that an investigation of the
-alleged tap on ‘the Govexrnor's telephone be made in oxder to cleax?
his name, both as a private citizen and as a public figure.

\
‘The matter has been featured in the Oklahoma City press \Ff?
since January 23, and Haslet wanted to know if we had received a N
letter from State Representative Cunningham and, if so, what we had ‘/{\%’\
told him., q};'

The Investigative Division advised that a’sl?/ter dated \,W@)r
January 26, 1953, had been received from Mr. Cunningham along the
lines set out above; that it is proposed to refer this matter to the
Department in vxew of the fact no funds are available for this type

of an mvestigatxbn ‘and to advise Mr. Cunningham the matter has
been refexrred to the. ;D’e‘pax;tment and the D;partment will communicate
with him. \“)E_

U o s RECOHOED - 16¢] 5?-\3
Mr. MfasletUwill"ddll back. Untxl the proposedy ti‘ﬁ

the Investigative Division has been approved, the matk cann i>e§3
disposed of fully ‘with Haslet and accordingly he will be informéd \Y&
that Crosby is checking around to see xf he can find Cunningham's 0' '
letter and will advise him when it hias’ been located 0/ Y

cc: Mr. Ladd M"’” < J’
Mr. Rosen é{. W

Y FEB2 01933



STANDARD FORM NO, 64

Oﬂice Me%omndﬁm '« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

T0

FROM ¢ L- B- NiChOIS Nicho!$ o
— 3- i~z

SUBJECT:

1953, and after checking, Crosby adyised him the Bureau had no

Mr. Tolson _’/ﬂ February 2, 1953

DATE

On January 30, 1953, I submitted a memorandum oY e
on a telephone call from Mr. Charles Haslet of the Associated '
Press inquiring whether there was any comment the Burxeau ¢
cared to make concerning a "row'" raised by Representative ¢
Cunningham_over what, onszlrued as an accusation by exnor
JohnsonfMurray of'eidg‘?p%rl A X ingham, State Representative
in th Oklihbr’riéaLégislature% -had tapped the Governor's telephone.

e Foroet o
Mr. ‘Haslet called again at 1:30 p.m., February 2,

comment to make.

s
-

cc: Mr. 'éLadd Vc( ??J T
04,

Mr. Rosen
)

FEC:MP )
}’\ v

"7 O FEB2 01953,



ALRTEL -
: MARCH 64 1953 | |
| SAC, OKLAHONA CITY Z(,

d

ROMERT 0L CONKINGHAN, VNAUMMORIZED PURLICATION OR DSE
COMUNICATIONS, REURYEL JAMUARY TWENTYSIX, WINETEFN PIPTYTHREE.
TEDIAELY INSTITUTE FULL AWD Gm’ﬁ'ﬁ INVESTIGATION I THIS
CASE,. REFER 70 BUAIRTEL OF JANUARY Ti 0, NINRTEEN FIPTYTHREE

- 20 ALL BACs POR PROVISICNS OF 80 ‘cu.z‘n WIRE TAPPING STATUTE,
SECTIOR 81X NAUGHT FIVE, TITLR VKN, UHITED STATES CODL
AND POR DETAILZD INFORNATION AS 70 POSSIBLE VICLATIONS, DISREGARD
INSTIUCTIONS IN THA® AIRTEL CONCERWING CORDUCTING PRELIMIRARY
THVESTIOATION AND PROCERD WITH PULL INVESTIGATION IN THIS CASS. ..
SUBMI'T RESULYS IN RSPGRT PORM SUITABLE FOR DISSEXINATICN AD ' '~ -
DESIGNATE THREE GOPIES POR BUREAU, FURNISH GOPY OF ALL REPORTS 70
USA., SUBMIT REPORT TO REACH BUREAU TWO WEEKS FROM DATE OFZRECEIP?

OF THIS AI?TEL. | Eﬁzmwg HOOVER
gl f
/ o \f“v;"' MAR 10 1953 :
b 197 |

BY AIRTEL OF 1/22/53, TO ALL SACs, DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING

THE SO CALLED WIRE TAPPING STATUYE AND DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

TO BE CONDUCTED WHEN FUNDS WERE PROVIDED WEREISSUED. THESE ‘
INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDE FOR PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION WITH A REPORT TO |

BE SUBMITTED FOR REFERRAL TO DE ARTNENT FOR OPINION AS TO WHETHER
A_FULL INVESTIGATION MAS.®f% HE QONDSCTED. IN THIS INSTANCE, OKLAROMA
CITY IS BEING INSTRU § NDUGT FULL AND COMPLETE INVESTIGATION
—INASWUCH AS DEPARTMENT, § gfrﬂ FACTS OF THIS CASE ON
—31/30/53. :
- "2 bEy
s aglgﬁaé

}B‘T} g, g}‘ . ‘ :
e ff!’“‘,ﬂv' H' f "”OH ’ y z

WAL T 20
“M&, i --—f“*.=
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Oﬂiw Memorandum + vxitep states GOV.ERNMENT",

- :i\-
0 1 Mr. Ladd ) ‘ DATE: March 9, 1953, s"\

L/ FROM @ My, Rose% R

@ | »
SUBJECT: (1) ROBERT O. CUNNINGHAM ./ Mobe
UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR

USE OF COMMUNICATIONS

(2) WILLIAM DORN N
UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR | R.-¥
USE OF COMMUNICATIONS Q. b

SYNOPSIS: ’ .«

-

‘Mr. Tolson recommended that we institute wire tapping
investigations of the captioned cases inasmuch as additional funds will
undoubtedly be available in the near future. If investigation in these
two cases is now instituted, then we will not be charged with a delay
in hendling them in light of our present investigative responsibilities.
Attached are airfels for the Mismi and Oklahoma City Divisions
instructing investigation be instituted. These will be full
investigations and not preliminaries as present policy calls for in

\view of the fact that the complaints have been pending from August 25,
1952, and Januery 29, 1953, (Cunninghem case). If new complaints, we
would handle them on preliminary basis so that proper legal advice
could be obtained from Department as to whether full investigation

should be conducted. 7o

fnemorandum dated March lj, 1953, received March 5, 1953, from

Olney in Cunningheam case reflects that until FBI is prepared to carry
out responsibility of conducting these investigations no action may
be taken by Cpiminal Division. Memorandum reflects 0lney recommended
appropriation of funds by Congress be urged by Department as soon as
: practicable. Director inquired as to this statement pointing out he
thought we are now prepared to act on such cases.

RE '

Wé are presently ordering investigation in the Cunningham
case referred to in 0lney's memorandum as well as his second case,
the Dorn case in Miami. These investigations being instituted in view
of fact complaints have been pending in these cases and inasmuch as
funds are to be aveilable. The memorandum from Olney was received

§ while we were in process of ordering the investigations.w

Attachment (el ’ ¥D -0 /37! :;3
cc: Mr. Nichols Q&SDQD i
EHW:eck, -
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‘Memorandum to Mr. Ladd ' . \\\

RECOMMENDAT TONS

. ¢ 1. That attached airtels go forward to Miami and Oklshoma Cit&
isions instituting the two investigations.

: 2: Since we are ordering these investigationé, it is believed
at we should advise the Cpiminal Division and if this is approved,
'ppropriate memorandum will be submitted.

&

\.. AN
7

DETATILS:

A memorsndum dated February 26, 1953, to Mr. Tolson recommended
to the Director that inasmuch as the Bureau will receive additional funds
in the near future, investigation should be instituted in the Dorn case
and in the Cunningham case so that we will not be charged with a delay
in handling these cases in the light of our present investigative
responsibilities. It was pointed out that in the Dorn case we advised
the Department on August 25, 1952, that this was a matter within the
jurisdiction of FCC and no further action would be teaken by the Bureau.
In the Cunninghsm case, the Department has advised on January 29, 1953,
that no investigation would be conducted until mnecessary funds were
made available. (On January 16, 1953, former Attorney General McGranery
wrote the chairman of the FCC pointing out the. Department was prepared
to assume responsibilities in investigating alleged violations of the
"Wire Tgpping Statute" - }7 U.S.C. 605.) !

" The Director approved this but 1nquirﬁdﬁs to whether funds
had been @btained for this particuler class of work and Mr. Tolson noted
that the source of such funds had been explained.

We thereupon embarked.on ordering the investigations in the
‘IDorn and Cunninghem cases. 'There are airtels attached in each of these
cases instructing the instituting of the investigation. We are ordering
full investigations in view of the period of time in which these
complaints have been pending. o

i
¢
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Memorandum to Mr. Ladd A

Otherwise in accordance with present policy, a preliminary 4,
investigation would be instituted to determine if in fact there had ¢
been tapping of wires and divulgence. Thereafter, we would seek the ’
advice of the Department or a legal determination as to whether a
full investigation should be conducted.

During the time we were preparing to order these -investigations,
a memorandum was received from the Cpriminal Division dated March L, 1953,
and received March 5, 1953, to which was attached a memorandum from
Olney to Rogersreferring to our communication in the Cunninghem case
wherein we pointed out that no investigation would be conducted until
appropriation by Congress of funds for the necessary personnel and
equipment. Olney's memorandum to Rogers goes on to state that until
such time as. the FBI is prepared to carry out the responsibility of
conducting these investigations no action can be‘taken by the Cpiminal
Division to enforce the Wire Tapping Statute. Olney recommended the

appropriation by Congress of funds be urged by the Department as soon
as ‘practicable. -

N ' The Director inguired as to Olney'!s memorandum advising he

thought we are now prepared to act on such cases.

This is to advise that we are ordering the Cunningham
investigation as referred to by Olney as well as the Dorn investigation
in Miami, Florida inasmuch as funds are to be available as stated

.| above. The memorandum from Olney was received at the time we were
/" § preparing to order the investigations.



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

JFormNo. 1 d
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OKLAHOMA }Yé FILE NO.
REPORT MADE AT ADE ] PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE, , | REPORT MADE BY !
OKLAHOMA CITY 6-53 | 3-10,11-53 | 1EO B. XKUYKENDALL 3 14
. T \ ‘CHARACTER OF CASE
- ROBERT .O'DARRELL CUNNTNGHAM UNAUTHORIZED :PURLICATION OR
USE OF COMMUN ICATIOX‘?/)

f'\

CUNNINGHAM, member of House of Representatives,
State of OKlehoma, First District, Oklshoma
County, Oklohoma City, alleges Oklshoma Governor E
JOHNSTON MURRAY in a public address 1-23-53,

0 5\30 stated telephone line in Governorts office had
been tappeds Governor MURRAY denies allegation

&7&\ and states he has no information indicating his

QA telerhone has been tappede T-1, of known ’
reliability, advised several checks of Govemor's
. telephone line revealed no evidence of line having

At Oklshoma City, Oklshoma
The following letier was wm.tten by ‘ROBERT Oe @NN INGHAM:
" MJanuary 26, 1953
% . nre Je Edgar Hoover
‘

" ‘. ‘Federal Burean of Investigation
¥ Washington 25, De Ce

n !h’
) w "Dear Mr. Hoovers
LI

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ~ /)13 - /

\f‘ ‘been ‘tappede
o Ce ’
DETAILSS This is a report of a Jjoint investigation conducted by SA JOHN .-
CALVIN RICE apd the Reporting Agente ;,/7

APPROVED AND svscw.ml\g_mmm - ) /) PO NOT WRITE m\yég;ﬁ;mcas M

S T Y Rk
Burm 1N>°FILE !""ﬁr’g . 14933 RECOBDED'
- USA, Oklahoma City | =) MAR1D 1% ) 53

1 - Oklahoma City (239-1) B Y I?IDE;:(:::D -

29850 A

PROPERTY OF FBI<THIS -CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND | TS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU 8Y TYHE F8i ﬁ{nz NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

U 5. SOVERNMENY PRINTING QFFICE 16—59255~1




Ol-:lahoma, advised in addifion ‘to the above letter th

° ¢ q

"I write you this letter as a Member of the House
of Representatives, State of Oklshomae

"0n Friday, Jamuary 23, 1953, Governor Johnston

Murray in a public address at a luncheon during the Oklahoma

Press Association?s annval meeting stated that his private ‘
telephone line dn -the Governorts office at the State Capitol

had been tapped and further that he had ‘personally confronted

the person responsiblee

"I ask you to investigate this due to the fact that
my name ‘'was the only one mentioned ‘in comnection with the
charges ,
T understand ‘that this is a violation of a federal
statute and in order that my name, as a public officlal -and
a private citizen, be cleared and that ‘the guilty party,
4f any, should be brought ‘to justicee

MYour immediate cooperation in this matter would
sincerely be appreclateds

"Yours truly,

Robert O. Cuminghan
Mamber of -the

House of ﬂepre sentatives

ROC/siw

CC Do Ao Brice
Governor Johnston Murray i
County Attorney, Oklahoma Countyn
Re E, Echols, Manager
Southwestern Bell Telephons Coe"

‘the ‘following

Goveérnor JOHNSTO Y, State Capitol, ?ahoma City,

address was given by ROBERT 0. CUNNINGHAM to the House of Representatives
on January 26, 1953, and a copy of the address was furnished by the
Governor, which ;is as followss

]

vd
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“ADDRESS GIVEN BY ROBERT 0. CUNNINGHAM,
MEMBER OF ‘THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
JANUARY 26, 1953

uGentlemen, the Governor of this State
stooped to a new low in statemanship; he has placed
himself in the position that no other Governor of
this State has ever donee

nThe Governor has intimated No, 1

that I am guilty of ‘tapping the wires in his offices
Waich Gentlemen as -you all know is a felony punishable
by a penitentiary sentenance.

"Noe 24

‘He has intimated that other unnamed persons and myself
have entered into a plot and conspiracy to impeach hime

. "NOQ 3.

'He charged that I appeared at his office with two
capital reporters who incidentially are reporters at
this press table right now and that T charged -that
$2,000,00 influence money had changed hands -in the
governors officee

t‘NO. h

He has intimated that I am guilty of trying to intice
hin Ainto hotel roomse

"The only one of these charges that has any
Semblemce of the ring of truth is the statement that I
appeared at his office with two reporters as witnesses;
‘that is true, but the Covernor failed to tell the true
topic of conversatione

uThis visit ‘that the Governor speaks of
occurred early in the fall of 1951 and I did take two
reporters to his office dn order that there would never
come a time that T-would be misquoted on this subjecte
The subject under discussion was the fund collecting
activities of 'the Murray Volunteers, The purpose of this
visit was to ask the Governor Af he was aware that such
an organization using his name was tapping the con-

~3~




0C 139-1

tractors and business men, who do business with this
State, for campaign funds of an election a year paste

TAt this point I challenge the Governor to
produce the letter I handed him :iAn front of these two
newspaper men so ‘that everybody in the State of Oklahoma
can have an:idea of what was taking place and further I
challenge the Governor to tell this house and the State
of Oklshoma how much money was collected under the name
of this organization."



0C 139-1

Governor MURRAY stated that -in the Summer of 1951, shortly

after he had received information indicating that ROBERT O. CUNNINGHAM

had claimed to have a "pipeline" into the Governor?s office, CUNNINGHAM
‘appeared at his office with two newspaper raporters, JOHMIY MC WILLIAMS

of the Tulsa Tribune and HUGH HALL of the Oklehoma City Times, and alleged
‘that the sum of $2000 had been paid by unnamed persons to Someone in the
Governorts office for patronagee Governor MURRAY stated he .requested
CUNNINGHAM to furnish him names, dates and places, pointing out -to
CUNNINGHAM that a State Grand Jury was then in session and would be

happy to hear the evidence of a crime CUNNINGIAM may have. He stated in
this conversation with CUNNINGHAM, he, Governoxr MURRAY, pointed ocut that he
had received Anformation that CUNNINGHAM had a "pipeline® dnto his office
and told him that if he desired to tap his telephone he could go into ‘the
basement of the Capitol Building or to the third, fourth or fifth floor and
tie on to Pair 73 and ho Pprobably would have his ears burned offe

Governor MURRAY stated that during ‘this visit that CUNNINGHAM
gave him a letter with these allegations which he retained, and as he,
Governor MURRAY, 'was appearing before a Grand Jury in OKlahcma County
‘that afternoon, that he kept the letter and presented CUNNINGHAM!s letter
to the Grand Jury and asked them ‘to make an investigation and Af -there
were any facts, that he was desirous of prosecution of persons re-
‘sponsible :for any type of bribe or payment for patronage as alleged by
CUNNINGHAM, Governor MURRAY stated that the letter which CUNNINGHAM
had presented ‘to him, which the Governor gave to the Grand Jwy, has
never been returned to him,

Governor MURRAY stated -that on January 23, 1953, he appsared
before the Press Association, Mid-winter Meeting, in the Civic Room of
the Biltmore Hotel, which was a closed meeting. Ho stated he had with
him at ‘that time a prepared speech and he imquirasd of the newspaper
reporters present whether they desired to hear a "cannsd spesch" or an
noff-the-cuff” addresses He stated he di¢d not refer to the speech at any
time but endeavored to point out to those present at the Press Associ-
ation meeting some of -the difficulties encountered by the Governor and
how a -person, including the Governor, could be misquoted and his statements
misinterpreteds. Governor MURRAY further stated that he had noted in
different sections of the state that there was a variance as to the
statements made by hime He stated that during this woff-the-cufft
address ‘that he told the press members present that there had been many

. stones and roadblocks put -in the Governorts path by members of ‘the House
‘who were attempting to "impeach™ hime He :;tgted at the time he mentioned

two members, ROBERT O. CUNNINGHAM and J. D.AIC CARTY, and that he alse
mentioned a frequently named candidate for/the: governorship of Oklshoma,

- O



a DR. WALDO'STEPHENS. Governor MURRAY ‘stated that he also related to this
closed session of ‘the membors of the Press Association the conversation
that he had with ROBERT O. CUNNINGIAM as stated abovee

Governior MURRAY stated ‘that he did not -and has never
specifically accused ROBERT 0. CUNNINGHAM of tapping his or anyonets
telephone lines Hs stated, however, that CUNNINGHAM apparently
misinterpreted his remrks as outlined in his letter to MR, HOOVER set
forth above, a copy of which was directed to hime Governor MURRAY
stated that to his knowledge his telephone line has never been tapped
and he has never received any information indicating that his telephons
has been tappede

Governor MURRAY stated he had received information that °
CUNNINGHAM had received a medical discharge from the Amy as a
"Psychoneurotice!" Ho stated that he personally considers CUNNINGHAM to
be no good and a publicity seekers

 Informant T-1, of known reliability, advised that several :
checks of the telephone lines in the Governort!s office in recent months

has revealed no evidence of ‘the Governorts telephone line having beem

‘tappede

The records of Informant T-2, another Govermmental agency
which maintains personnel records, reflact that ROBERT O'DARRELL
CUNNINGHAM, 2422 Southwest 2lith Street, Oklahoma City, served in the
'Us Se Amy April 18, 1942, as a Corporal in the Medical Detachment and
received an honorable discharge on August 1, 19LS, wnder Dependency
Section XTI, AR 615-362, These records reflect that CUNNINGHAM received
a fifty per cent disability due to atonic bladder, rated as stricture
of uretha, from August 2, 1945, until November 17, 1947, and a thirty
per cent compsnsation from November 18, 1947, to date, presently amounting
to $1i7.25 per monthe These records.reflect the :following description .of <
CUNNINGHAM: '

Name ' ‘ROBERT ‘O*DARRELL CUNNINGHAM

Born June 3, 1918, at QKlahoma City, Oklahoma
Helght 51 on

Weight 153 pounds

‘Eyes Brown

Hair Brown

Complexion Dark <

Race Thite ,

Marital status Married

Residence 1237 North Goff, Oklahoma City, OKlshoma
Occupation Advertising and member of House of

. Representatives, State of Oklshoma
Amy Serial Number 28082115

v's



0C 139-1

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

It is noted that Governor MURRAY indicated that CUNNINGHAM
is a "publicity seeker" and since his name is frequently noted in the
local newspapers, the possibility is suggested that if CUNNINGHAM is
interviewed by FBI Agents in comection with this matter that -the
results of the interview would be immediately furnished to the press by
CUNNINGIAM, and he, therefore, is not being interviewed UACB.

‘With regard to CUNNINGHAM!s publicity seeking, two copies of
page one of the Oklshoma City Times dated January 26, 1953, are enclosed
for the Bureauts informatione It should be noted this story was written

by HUGH HALL, previously mentioned as accompanying CUNNINGHAM to the
Governorts office as a witnesse

INFORMANTS

-1z | __| Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, b7D
‘whose identity is concealed at his request,

T-2¢ Records of the Veterans Administration, Oklahoma City,
Oklahomae

REFERENCE

Teletype to the Bureau dated Jamuary 26, 1953
Bureau airtel dated March 6, 1953,

ENCLOSURESS TO THE BUREAU
2 —- copies of Page 1 of the

Oklahoma City Times
dated January 26, 1952a

diad




r ~
' N
ﬁ o
~,
¢ » A
|
A
!
.
f .
Y
' )
{ L
¢ -
M | -
, .
i
!
|
!
~ B
} i
. : - -
i
t
;
¢ .
.
‘
, -
.rA ) h
+ b .
, - . .
R -
i
| -~
:
s
1
r
) -
1
R . T "It
i
!
- 1
f
1
s -
N
R 7 -
- \
!
4T .
T
- o _ .
N ! ~
i i
- .
1 ¢ -
.
) .~
. .
f
- - b
. ¢
- -
- % N
-
% .
2
7
.
. . .
= a
. ]
Vi mmes == = = AT -
* P\ - R
s —~

A

/

e 2pm o mmemeasy

]

-~
Nt g e

D

e L

e




_ VOL. LXIIL, NO. 303

Comiic Dictionary
Businessman—-A man wha

spends time making money and
then spends money killing time.

(Evening ?dlﬁot\ of The

o3

CITY. TIMES

OKLAHOMA

Paid Circulation Greater Than Any
D.u_v Okllh(}mln) Enter.ﬂ at okhhoma City, 08

,E’(mom, 21, Tulsa oil heiress,

3 attempted to bring the case to

WILL HE GET
=SMEIND3?

Accidents to Jan. 15 .. ... 1352

her Evening Newspaper in Oklahoma Injured to Jan. 15
jaoma, Pmomc. as second class mall ! matter under the act of March 3, 1879 Dead to Jan. 2§

ARY 75 ]9‘13 FI\’AL HOME EDITION

PRICE FIV L Ch\TS

Tulsa Socialite S n al <eS Allv eY FBE

Fights to Delay

Mrs, Parsons Claims
6 Vital Witnesses Not

twter ™ Murray, Solon Get
e [T Noisy Rattle

hdpmx up at noon Monday
over whether Mary Jean!

will gain mm:hpr delay before
going on trim for murder,
Defense attorneys, claiming &i
important  witnesses  cannot  hie;
present, have asked for a conting
ance, the third since it was first

Wire Tapping Quiz by U. 5.

Asked Following Governor’s

irial here Iast sutumn on a dmngv,

Spot'('h to State Editors

of venue from El Paso

Jury Panel Whittied
ity Smtmine. AL

By HUGH HALL . e
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&SO“"D@ .18 MARCH &, 1953

WILLIAM DORN, UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR USE OF COMMINICATIONS,

ARBUAIATEL DECEMESR NINE, NINETELN FIFTYTWO, INSTITUTE

FORM SUITABLE FPOR DISSRMIBATION A

BUREAU. PURNISH COFILS OF ALL il=PORTS TO USA, KIAMI. S3UBMIT

INVESTIGATION IN THI3 CASE IMMEDIATELY IN ACCORDANGE #ITH THR
INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED 1§ REBUTEL, SUBNIT RESULTS IN EEPORT

WD DESIONATE THREE COPILS POR

REPORT T0 REAGH BUREAU TWO WELKS WPROM DATK OF RECLIPT OF THIS

2.
ATIRTEL, )
HOOYER
g | . 3 \t ,
Q‘
Jer/rh ¢ UQ /
x'( J '
o ,
Detalled instructions concerning investigation 4n this case were
Assued to Miaml by Bualrtel of 12/9/52; however, investigation has been
held in abeyence pending receipt ©f necessary funds to investigate
this type of case. The facts of this cese were referred to the
Department on August 25, 1952. JGL/rh
. B A Iy aa,\*g £3 Wi
e ‘ 1y 0% \ e
e -2 Bhes B inciyan ©
— BRI
. vESLTAE WO T HROW
o RN g T NTHELU
_:::u_x%ﬁ § ok N 13
mom (WL o s |
'
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| Oﬁ’iae Memomndzzm, * UNITED STATES GOY,

YA
p )

4

. To *  J. Bdgar Hoover, Director DATE: | Mr=eh iy, 4933

Lo rroM Federal Bureau of Investigation ' WO:JIWB s 34 4
¢ *  YWarren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General, 82-60
Crixinal Division

SUBJECT: @ b/ 2./

Robert 0. Cunninghan . 4 ;

Unauthorized Publication Or | )
/ ' K Afr, Hol dnddos

M. SIZO0 comcmraes

Use of Publication

1

Reference is made to -your meroranduk of Jémv.ary 30,
1953, entitled as above.

There are enclosed for your informatiohtwo copies of
ny remorandun of this date to the Deputy Attorney General. ,

Enclosure No. 150780

R

S

Unteiwe-




4

¥illiam P. Rogers, Deputy Attorney Oeneral o Menshy 105y

WOHB el
warren Oluey ITT, Assistant Attomey Qeneral, §2=60-0
cwninal Division
Unknown subject

Violationt *Wire Tapping Statute® (L7 U.5.C. 605)
Gomplainants Robert 0. Cunningham, Member of
Olkdahoma House of Representatives

Attached hereto 1g & memorandum dated Jamuwry 30, 1953,
An which the Direstor of the Federal Bureau of Inmvestigation
referred the subject matter to the Criminal Division for appro-

priate action.

Your attention iz invited to the memorandum to former -
Deputy Attorney General Ross L. Malone, Jre, from the Director

- of the Federal Burean of Invesgtigatlon dated Jamuary 9, 1953,
and to the letter of former Attorney Genersl Jawes P. McOranery
'to the Chairman of the Federal fommmications Commission dated
Jamuary 16, 1953, in which 4t 4s stated that this Department is
prepared to assune responsibility for investipations of alleped
vielations of the *Wire Tapping Statuter (L7 U.S.0. 605), stihe
' Ject 1o the appropriation by Congress of funds for ‘the mces*ary

psrsonnel and equipment.

Seo attached file 82-012,

Until such time as the Federal Durean of Investimatlon is
prepared 4o caryy out the responsibility of conduoting thesg ine
ivestigations, there would appear to be no appropriate actlon
{iwhich the Oriminal Division may take.to enforee the ¥Wire Tapping
Statule’s Accordingly, it is recomuended that the appropriation
by Congress of the above-indieated funds be urqed by the Depart-
ment, a8 soon as practicable.

Enclosure No.

150779

Py

fiNCLOSURE
.7 “N¢ 150780

FROM

Aepariment of Juzttw

7—849 .

W 6. SAVIRNUANY PRADVYING SXVId
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J+ Edgar Hoover, Ditwctor - r '"'“"h;g
‘Federal Bursau of Investigmtion , WOsJWB $ tal
Warren Olney III, Aesistant Attorney General, §2«60~0
Orininal Division

Robert 0.

Cunningham
Unauthorised Publication Or
VUse of Publieation

Reference iz mde to yowr memorandum of Janwary 30,
1953, entitled as above.

There are enclosed for your information two copies of
ny memorandunm of this date to the Deputy Attorney General.

Enclosure No. 150780

A E'B
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Oﬂioe .Memoﬁndum * UNITED srg'Es GOVERNMENT

1

70 : DIRECTOR DATE: February 26, 1953
FROM : Clyde Tolson
v P o 5 -/
9 SUBJECT: /{J ‘f-lé . T | < CU 4 ""'J{ 'K‘l"—’f\?»l? '

There are attached hereto two menoranda which were ff
prepared as Budget Exhibits concerning the facts in two cases
which come within the Bureau's present jurisdiction to invesii-
gate alleged violations of Section 605 of the Federal Communicatioh
Act. In the Dorn case we advised the Depariment on Auqust 29, e
1952, ‘that this was a matter within the jurisdiction of the Faci%%ﬁgf
and no further aciion would be taken by the Bureau. In the
Cunninghanm case we advised the Department on January 29, 1953,
that no investigation would be conducted until necessary funds i
were made available.

~
]

Fp

I ey

»
% P
NN

‘ Since it appears that we will receive additional funds
in the, near future I believe we should initiate investigations /v

o' |of thede two cases now so ‘that we will not be charged with a
delagy“in, handling them in the light of our presént investigative

¢
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ANALT ATCED PUSLICATION R
T UE 4 CANICAT L

“n Auguet 2, 1982, #illles Dorn was arrested by lo-
eal suthorities at :lami, Florida, for vapplng an aAssucisted
fpreps direct wire froxz New York oarrylng rporte ness to some
Hlaml ﬁsﬁa;m;zam. The purpose of tne tap waAy L0 Teculres Tadle
rerults pricr to publicatiocn for use by local boskies at :ii-
 amni, Tlordda. |

From information avallable 1t appears taat ciuzeons
&t the telspiivne covpeny at .laal aud been brived to nlace a
Juzper #ire sateénrlion froam the Asrsoclated rrere wire to a
terainal ccx which sventually led to & #mll room on & roof
of a oullding In Jlaml.

“fricials of the tselephone toapany and tao Finker-
ton Detectives noticed the tap and Lorn <as arrerted whan he
%35 reen at tne teraminal hox.

The Imited States Attorney at Jiaml, Florida, re-
feorred the information to the Fil {ndicating ihat ie had re-
{ferred the cosplaing Lo the 7ederal Coaaunieavions Comalesion
but they hed declined %o investigaie saylny they liad rucelved
instructions that satters of tule Lype were to Le randled Dy
|the Uspartnent of Justice.

EAHIBIR 30, 3'- 103 #ilLlad LURN

S
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~
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|  fn Auguet 25, 1953, the PBI referred the matter to
the Departrent of Justics “wm:k the advios that thls Bas a 24t~
ter within the Jjurledietion of the Federsl Comaunicaticns Cox=
migsion and that 1o further astion was belnz taken by the ¥VBI.
Thereafter, the over-sll prsblea of jurisdicticn in
regard to alleged viclations of Section 608 (the so-called
®ire tapping zection of tine Federal Comsunisatiens Aot) was un~
der gtudy by the Ismrtmntlor Justice., The poseioility of
Precenting the Lorn Care t0 A Federadl Urand Jury wae a matter
of discussidn In the Departazenti nowever, this was not done.
- m Jamary 16, 1953, the Depertment of Justice ad=
viged the Federal Commmications Comnizsion tnhat the lepart-
ment of Justice %as prepared o assuse siclutive responsibil-
1ty for sonducting imvestizations under rsctiom 606, supjest
to the appropriation of fimds for negszaary psreomnel and
‘af;uipmnt.
The A1lliam Dorm oase #31l, inr line with thla new
{uolicy, now be investigated by the ¥8I as z60m ax funds are
zade 2vallable,
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By letver dated January 28, 1803, .. Rovbert o,
cunningnaz, State Representative from “klancma County, “Kis-
homax, advlsed this Bureau that in a recent pudlic adaerezs
Governor Morray of "xlznora ¢laimed that hie private telepnone
1ino had been tapned and that he, Cunninghan, was responrible
for it, Cunninghas requaéted that the FBI investigate this
gllegation of wirs tapping in order to clear his naxe and
bring the sullty party, if zny, to justice, ‘

¢inco an allepgation of @ire tapping nas been re-
celved, an lzuadiate fnvestliyation would be ccaduoted te de-

n%xrmine xf,iin fact, 2 telepucsne line nud been tipped. If 8

l

tap sere Jdiszcoversd, or soae evidoncs tnat thers nad been une
legful interception of ceé&unic&tiuns, further lhvesciganxan
would be conducted to detemaino the idantity of tucse respon-
£1>10. |

' This matter s referred to the Departzent of Justice
e Junuary €5, 1383, pointing out that no lnvestigation would

-2 gonducted until necessary Himde sere made aviiluole.

i
I

EXHISLIT BO. 3 = 10 QNBERT . SUNBINGHAZ

139-3710

A\

-
———— 1 G A T P —




4

y
"lv“‘

- 4
' L d
e 3
Fad ﬂnl:\upromuo.-u .

0 Ice ]\/ hemomndum e UNITED STATES 'GOVER
1 , ,

TO

e

SUBJECT:

: Director, Federsal Bureax_x of Investigation

: William P. Rogers, Deputy Attorney General

A L

é

J. 'Edgar Hoover
DATE: March 18,

Complaint of Robert 0. Cunningham of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives concerning aslleged wire tapping of Oklahoma
Governor Murray's private telephone line.

¢

Assistant Attorney General Olney has sent me your .
memorandum of January 30 on the above subject, together with the

. -'l‘olsonV‘/Z

Mr. Ladd .

MI t:«nms

My, Clegg wassin-
Mr. Glavife-se
1953 sarbo .
{ . 'Rdseu;f:::
MY, TIREY e

Mz, Mebr e
"Mr, Winterrowd.
Tete. Root ooe
My, Helloman ...
Mr. SEEOO.ccseeee-
Miss Gandy.tee

e mrraread

oo~

copy of Mr. Cunninghem's letter to which reference is made in your

memorandum, and the Department file on the subject.

It appears that some -time ago it was determined :in the

Department that the basic obligation -to investigate wire tapping
offenses rests within this Department.
am sure you will asgree, would seriously weaken the Department's

To conclude otherwise, I

often expressed. position that investigative jurisdiction of criminsl

offenses lies with the Federal Bureau of Investigation except in

thoge -instances where the Congress has specifically otherwise -
assigned such Jjurisdiction. ’

‘ Being appreciative, however, of the effect which limited
funds must have on the activities of the Bureau, I suggest that a
representative of the Bureau communicate with Mr. Chambers of my
office with a view toward arranging for a conference to be attended
by Bureau representatives, with Assistant Attorney General Olney,
and Mr. Minor and Mr. Chambers of my office.




#r. ¥William P, Pegers mreh 26 ,¢ 1953
Deputy Attornsy Cemsral .
/ pirester, X ’

139-3- M
Vo QOWPRAINE OF AUBFRT G. G iBIRGHA* OF Tdb
i KOs HOUSt OP WP 2% sNTLPIVEY ¢ UAC RYING
ALLEGT) IRF TAPPINT OF CRLAHGER GLY-nULH AUR:4Y13
PRIVLY? T-Lo-ONF (INE

T bave your asnorandun of “arch 138, 1953, concerning
the alleped tap of the telephome of ‘-overner Johnston urray
of Cklshom end mugge-ting & conference between representatives
of the Wwresu aud tae epartsent soncerriam: funes avellasble
to the Barean for investi:"tion in this reserd,

In this somnection & Aeoracdua was sent to Assistant
Atto General xarren "lney I11 ander datve of “aren 12, 1953,
in whish hs wns stvfged that funds were eirrently svalladle
for the inveatigatisn of wire tapping wmatiers and taout our field
offices ware belng instructed to imsiitate investisetien of
somplaints of tnis kind, Jt wsa slso wemtioned in this
semarsndan Lhet lavesti rtien had been orilered in the ecase
invelving the slleged tap of the telsrhens of Jovernor “urra
whish you r ferred te. 2 gopy of this menorandum is attache
for your refCerensd.

Frurther referencs to wire tantiny lovae: ti.atiens

was contained 1in ay we torandim O the ttorney ieneral of
ebrusry 27, 1953, capti-ned, "ievislion of A pronpiation
ratieates fiseal Yoar 1957." It was mentioned in this mesorundus
thas wire tapping ianvestigations for the flseal year 195h: would
copt an estimated 211,108,900 and that no tunds epe rrovided
for tuls rotivity in our apprepristion request afproved by the
Aresn of the Budget. It was 2189 indiceted ChePuin thst in

‘ view of this and in 2n effors to scowmly with the ‘drniniatrations
sgonony Yrosrew, the ‘ureaun weuld sndeavor to abaoyh tlue cost
of tnis activity Auring the nert flasel yerr. 2

‘ith reforemes to your supiestion for aSonlerencs,
we shall, of eourse, bs glad to comfrr with reppeasutatives
ey of the Yaparinent 28 any tiane soncerning probdblems 4risin; in
Y- sonmestion with wire tepring msiters. ‘wever, in view of the
foregaing, it would uot epp-ar necessser at thia tise to oonfep
soncoring the avallahility of funds for these investivations,
cer 2 - Asslstant
/ LA SR R ')

Attorney General
T
3 4PR 20T "\ ®

y t Al L




/L : Mr. Haynes
' Assistant Attorney General March 30, 1953
Werren Olney III

Director, FBI

Nl
& ROBERT o'nARm.LL NINGHAM
D UNAUTHORIZE® PUBLICA"‘ION OR USE OF
@ COXIUNICATIONS
R

There is attached a report dated March 16, 1953,
prepared by Speclal Agent Leo E. Kuykendall of Oklahoma City
regarding the above-captioned matter.

It 18 requested that this Bureau be advised whether
any further iInvestigation into this matter is desired.

Attacﬁ%\t - , . -
Tolaon . . oo ) ff’ - -
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84 ‘
¥

Oﬁice Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

t ., ’
TO ¢  Mr. Ladd?f i ; DATE: March 27, 1953
s - \
e To1908 comen-
L0dd e
FROM @ Mr. Rosen S 3 Nichol$ cam
A

Belmoat e

(%) i

. O ) Hlf; cm—

SUBJECT : ROBERT O'DARRELL CUNNINGHAM .
UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR USE OF GeALeY e

COMMUNICATIONS Viewrei

Miss Gaady =

Attached is a closing report ot SA Leo E. Kuykendall
of Oklahoma City concerning the above-captioned matter. I
thought you would be .interested in seeing this report in view
of the prominence of the persons involved.

You will recall that Robert O'Darrell Cunningham, member
of 'the House of Representatives, State of Oklahoma, wrote the
Director alleging that Governor Johnston Murray in a public ad-
dress stated that his telephone line in the Governor'!s office
had been tapped and the inference was made that Cunningham was
involved. .

Agents of the Oklahoma Office have 1nterviewed4Governor -
Murray and he denies that he ever accused Cunningham of “tapping
his or anyone!s telephone line. Murray stated that to his know-
ledge 'his telephone line has never been tapped. An, employee of
‘the Southwestern Telephone Company advised Bureau agents‘that
several checks of the telephone lines in the Governort!s office in
recent months have revealed no evidence of the Governor's tele-
phone ever having been tapped. ‘

Cunningham was not interviewed by Bureau agents in view
of the allegation by Governor Murray that he was a publlicity seeker
and since his name has frequently been seen in the local newspapers.
It is thought that any interview with:Cunningham would be immediately
furnished to the press.

RECOMMENDATION

~ That the attached memorandum be sent to the Dep n
forwarding a copy of SA Kuykendall'!s report with the re st that
this Bureau be advised whether any further investigation is desired.

CGH:MAH
Attachmlts (2) . "1)39 ,3,—/Q/ {
W - RecoRDED - 106 13 APR 2 1953
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;,7 - Office Men.

Jdum - vnitED

. | - ’ - A 5 -
TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation . DATE:
) g : . Mr, Trsey...
Wg FROM : Warren Olney IIX, Assistant Attorney General, » W0:JWB:poL fmt:f;, o
D Criminal Division . Mr. Mohr_ /)y |-
SUBJECT{ Robert O'Darrell Cumningham 8o~ 50_@ sl(&fr Winter .
Unauthorized Publicat.ion or Use of Comunicatxonsﬂz J Mfe'HI;“,‘;&;
’ : Mt. Sizoo..
’ Miss Gandym
This is 4in reply to your memorvandum of Ma.rch 30, 1953 J e

. ' which you requested to be advised whether any further investigdtigm
into the captioned ma‘cter is desired, W

On the basis of ‘the report, dated March 16, 1953, prepared
lby Special Agent Leo E, Kuykendzll we are of the opinion that no
e—

further investigation wottld be warranted,'
. ®

L]

RECORBED-107
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