
 

 

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 Washington, D.C. 20535 

 
September 16, 2021 

 
JOHN R. GREENEWALD JR. 
THE BLACK VAULT 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384-4520 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1434737-000 
Subject: VAN DOREN, MARK 
 

Dear John Greenewald: 
 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request.  The FBI has completed 
its search for records responsive to your request.  Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific 
to your request as well as the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 
Material consisting of 16 pages has been reviewed pursuant to Title 5, U.S. Code § 552/552a, and this 

material is being released to you in its entirety with no excisions of information.  
 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 

request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” includes 

additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals.  
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also enclosed is our Explanation 

of Exemptions. 
 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.   
 

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."  Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National 
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, 
you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute 
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

 

 See additional information which follows. 
 

 Enclosed are cross-references that are identifiable with the subject of your request.  Cross-references are 
defined as mentions of the subject of your request in files to other individuals, organizations, events, or activities.  In 
processing the cross-references, the pages considered for possible release included only those pages that mention 
the subject of your request and any additional pages showing the context in which the subject of your request was 
mentioned.   
 
 

 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 A record that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request has been 
transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).  If you wish to review these records, submit 
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to NARA, Special Access and FOIA, 8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the file number 100-HQ-381156, 100-NY-105804,100-HQ-381156; 
serials HQ8, HQ9. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
         

 
Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
   Dissemination Section 
 Information Management Division 

 
 
Enclosure 
  



FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the 
requirements of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia 
website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 

FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 

any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 

nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 

which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of 

this dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records 
on every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity 
History Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-
summary-checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional 
information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to 

name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and 
domestic threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  
Private Citizens cannot request a name check. 

  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 
EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 

 



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
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Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 
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1 - Yellow 
'1 - Name Check 
'1 -Mr. Montgomery 

.Major General. Wilton B. Pereons 
The A.8latant to tbe Presidenb 
'1be Whi 'e Bouse 
Washington 2.$, ,D. O. 

Dear General PeraOnlt 

,March 18, 1959 
BY OOUamR SERVIOE 

Reterence 1. made 'to rrtT 'letters dated 
Maro1116 am 17, 19$9, aelvI.Ing JOU ot the result. ot 
a ·tIle oheek on twent7-one IndIvIduals who are being 
conSidered tor 'appOintment to ,be Advl.o~ Oommittee on 
tbe Art., National C\1ltural Oenter. ·You. were adviseel 
that the tile check on the remaln1na aix individuals 
wou.ld be completed 8 .. aO'>D •• -po.aible and the result. 
~orw8rded '0 70u. 
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• .1-" - Orig 

A(='- Yellow 
1 - Name Check Section 
1 - ·Mr. 'Montgomery 

, ", , 
tlOr:?" ,'.~,:0~ " March 18 _ '19S9. *' ')-<0 ~ t> ':..\\\t~, • ~' :\~:;~'~~,,' i > • j' ',' 

,.\tn~1t t\.1'!."" V -<, ',<1n 1'1 
~f'.·n~''', ..... ,f';.\) I ."J1\T K ALBBR~·· 'DORD ,.,'" ~.~~-~- ---

,~tl\".·,· ~<:.<I\\ ~ ,.' "'11---
t'~~:~~~t:',':", \!'~1~1\}'( .~\l' 'alao 'known as :Ma~ Doren 
\~\,~\)l~··t , 

Mark Albert VanDoren waa the subject ot, 
a .eouritl inve.tIgation during 19S1~53# during'which 
the following information was developed. 

A confIdentIal ,intormant who haa :furnished 
reliable informatIon !nthe paat advIsed 10 Bovember. 
1944. that Mark'Yan Doren was 'one 'of the speakers at 
• rally which was held for President Roosevelt at 
st •• 1ohola. Arena, .!.'!..!~~~ otty_ According to the 
1ntormant, the rslly was sponsored by the W •• tend 
Won-Partlsan OommItt.e tor Roosevelt and v.s oompoaed 
ot person8 all of whom were Ilembera ot the Unit7 
Center Club, Manh.ttan, ot the Communist ,Politioal 
Aa.ooi.tion. - ."" 1 .A Y; 1.11/.:5'7 ~~",#,r 

.Ll~Clfh_. _ /#, 'c.;(}/Y'Ik~· , ~-, ~C'/2?fl;J,,i:/tlirj't!': 
~he Jmua17 .4, 1949, edition. ot the ·.ev York ' .,~ .. -,-~, 

Star,· a .ev York daill new.paper, oarried an advertise-
ment entitlea, ·~o the Blat Congress: ,A ,state.ent on 
the Bouse Un-American Aotivitle •• "In th1s article ~t 
va. 'urged that the Blat Oongre •• ,aDolish the Oommittee 
on Un-Amerioan "Actlvitles. Hark Yan ,Doren' a nalle V.a 
liltea aa one of the slgners or the above atatement. 

In the April 4. 1949. i.aue of "Lite" · .. gasine, 
page. ,42 and U3. there appeared photographs ot approxi
mately fiftl individuala. .On page ~2 a picture bearing 
• aub-caption "Mark Van Doren. poet appeared. AccOD1-
pauling the.e photograph. appeared an article captloned, 
-Dupee and Pellow ~ravelera 'Dre •• Up Comm~l.t ,Pront •• " 
'lhe article reveal., in di.ou •• 1ng-Lithe Cultural and 
Soientiflc Conference ~or World Peaoe held under the 
auspice. ot the Iational Counoil of Art., Sciences and 
Proteaalona at the Waldorf-A.torla Botel~ .ew York, 
from March 2S, to Maroh 27, 1949: "ott hand it mlght 
•• em that a propaganda =eeting i1ke the one in .ev York 

Tolaoa_ la.t w.ek would have b.en regarded by almoat all =::= Americana with 8com. But the Coanuni.t ,prepared oare-

~ .. - ,()Q;t1: rl¥Jll'pY' 
t'or,oa$ - T~(; 4) , / 
Rosell_ , 
'l'~lIIm_ 

T(ot,ter_ N t 4 w.c. Sl/l1iv~ _ 0 e on page • 3 
~:~~-= ~ncl te let to Gen Peraons, j-~8-59 JDM/nmn I 
r~ody_ UAIL ROOM c:J TSL&TY~S UNJT W j ~ ,,~ ~ -, , ~'\ ""'" .-. ~-- ....... ~ ~ ~ 

'P"\'ff""f ('I\":' r J' '-", ,~ 
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Mark Albert Van Doren 
al.o known aa Mark Van DOHn 

tull~ ~or .uoh eventualit1e.~ !~lr weapon. are the 
tellow trayeler and the .o-oalled ttnnooent dupe.' 
tbe •• are the promtnent people Who, wltting17 or not, 
••• oolat. themaelv.. with • Communi.t-tront organisa
tion md tbereb~ lend the glamoUl', pre.t1g. or the 
re.peotabillty ot Amer10an libera11.m. Pltt" ot the •• 
people are .hown on the.e page.. The7 are not the mo.t 
notorious tltt~, but a r.pre.entatlv ••• leotlon ranging 
from hard working tellow trav.lera to lott headed do
gooder. who have per.1.t~tl7 lent their name. to 
organization' 'labeled b~ the United state. Attorne~ 
aeneral or other governa.nt ag.nole •• a .ubvaIW1ve." 

Aooording to the -.ew York T.aoher. I.w.,~ 
Mark Van Doren wae 'a oommittee ,m.~er ot tbe Oitizen. 
Oommittee Again.t the J't1nberg Law. The Feinb~ Law 
va. p •••• d 'in the 1949 •••• 1~ ot the lav York state 
Legi.lature and 1n brier proyid.. tor the di.mi ••• l 
ot t.aohers who belong.d to or were at.tll-lated with 
an~ organization that w.. label.d aubveraive by the 
Board ot R.gent. ot the stat. ot .ew York. 

Contidential tntormant. who have turniahed 
reliable intormation in ,the p.at have advi •• a that 
Hark Yan Doren ha. been aotlve tn the tollowing 

,Oommun1at Par~ tront group. -whioh have been d •• 1gnated 
b~ the Attorney aeneral ot the united state. purauant 
to Exeoutlv. Order 104,0, from '1927 ,to ~9~1* 

.atlO11al Oounoil of Amerioan-Sovi.t 'Frlend.hip 
Amerioan Ooromittee tor Spanish Pr.edom 
AotiOft Oommittee -to Pree Spain Wow 
loint Anti-F.aoilt Retug.e Oommitte. 
,!he Amerioan You'th tor Demoorao1 
Amerloan Jewi.h Labor Oounoil 
WQtional Oommitte. to Deteat the .Hundt Blll. 

Van Doren baa .1.0 been reported by confidential 
intormant. who have turni.hed reliable information in the 
pe.t to have been aotive in the tollowing organl~atlon. 
whioh have been oited aa Oommuniat Part,. ,tront\groupa by 

- 2 -
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Mark Alb.rt Van Doren 
al.o known •• Mark Van Doren. 

.arioua Oalitornia an.d I.deral Un-Am.rican Aotlvlti •• 
OoanItte." 

Amerioan SOCIet1 tor OUltural Relationa with Ru.ata 
Independent Citizen. Committee ot the Art., Scleno" 

and 'Protea.lona 
Preedom ,Prom Pear 00l1l811tt.. ' 
Do.mltte. ot One !bou.and. 

~n February, 1949, Whittaker Oha=bera va. 
intent.wed by an Agent ot 'the .PBI GOnoeming bte a •• ooiation 
with Hark l'an Doren. Ohamber. atated that he tirst met 
Van Doren when h. WI' a .tudent at Oolumbia UniversIty 
in ~920, and saw him 1ntrequent17 .tt.r he lett Oolumbia. 
Ohambers atated that Van Doren va. alv_rs _ "liberal" but 
did not b.lie,.e that he had ever been a oommunl.t. 

Ohamber' reoa11ed that during hi. fir.t 7.ar 
at Oolumbia he 'began thinking ot •• braoing a ;religIon 
,and had wrItten .ome rel1g1ou. poetr,.. Thi. h. ahowed 
toYan Doren who, aooording to Ohambera, o~nt.d to 
the etteot nthi, 1. verr ,intere.ting but tt oontain. a' 
pathetio talla.7--it ahow. that God operate. in •• ture.u 
Ohamber •• aid I that he believe, that thi. va. the -beginning 
ot my intelleotual pulver,is.tion." 'Explaining turther, 
Ohamber ••• id that he came to know Van ,:poren ' •• a triend 
at Oolumbia and the l.tter had a y.~ powerful influenoe 
on ,him whioh influenoe Ohamber. 'de.oribed a. being 
-senerally d.atruotl.e.- Ie added that he had gone to 
Yan Doren More or le.. a eountr7 boy wIth vel'7 hard and 
t •• t lde.a, .nd Van Doren bad •• t to work to pulveri.e 
hi. id.... Van Doren, he atat_d, w.. t~ tir.t one who 
turned hi. mind toward JUI.i. and, in taot" .ugg •• ted that 
he, OlunDbera, should take a trip there. 

Oh2mbera thought that he began to dritt trom 
Van Doren t • intluence when he reali.ed that Van Doren 
wa. V8rJ voolteroua 1n putting torth hi. viewa but did 
praotioally nothing toward putting the. In etteot. ~hl. 
latter phale. Ohamber. believed, Van Doren vaa oontent 
to leave to other., ft •• peolally SUJI ~ike , ... ft 

-.3 -



"--~~T---~---------- ~ 

". ~. 

, 
,Mark Albert Van Doren 
alao known a. 'Hark 'Van.Doren 

'Oballiber •• ald tbat art.r he 'lett Oolumbla he 
,.av 'Van 'Doren at IntJtequeat Int.rval. and he belle ••• 
he vl.lt.a Van DoreD" home 1~ G~.DWich V111age about 
tov or 'tlye time. throqhout 'he, ,.eara. ' fha •• yl.1t. t 
Chamber •• aid. were -purel,. .oclal and ,bad nothi. to . 
do with hi., Challbera', .undergroUnd work. 

. .' !he Pebruar,. 21, 19$1, ed,1t10n :ot ,be "}fe" 'Yo:ttk 
World telesr" aDd SUD," carrled an artlcle ent1tle.d, 
-Van Doren 'Bit ••• w Jer.e,. 'BoOk Ban.- Aooord1ns to 
tbe 'artl01e Van DoreD clenled be va. a o~nl.t In 
Jer.e, 01t, on Pebru1'7 20, 1951, and prote.ted tbe 
baDD1. ot h1a bookhOlll the ;11bra1')' or the 'Jer,'." ,Cit,. 
JUDlor C 011eg.. Van DONa in quot.d •• .a,ins, 11 I :haYe , 
De.er knowillll,. J011184 .• n, 0 ..... 1.' or c..uni.t 
~ont oraaDiaatloa. I va. a liberal '1n the 1930" 
and I ••• liberal toda,.. I am ' .oppo •• d to oo_un! •• .-" 

, ' (100-3811,56) .. < 

NOTE: 'Van'Doren who 'ls employed as a prot~'asor at Columbia 
Un1ver8!t7 ~s ,tBe sQbject ot a miin 100 .tile and bas a 
.history ot associations 'with numerOQS COllllllWliat '.Party 
.tront organizations. He ),as on the security ''index 'from 
Ma7, .1'95), Qnti1 September, 19,5,5, when 'he waa ,removed 
DecaQse ot the lack ot evidence toehow he :had ever 
'actQa1l7 been a member otthe 'Communist ~arty. 

·,4 '. 
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'THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1959 

Personal and co~j.ntial 
./\ it 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

~ listed below who are being considered for appointment to 
~ the Advisory Committee 0!l the Arts, National Cultural 
~I I Center? Biographical information is enclosed. 
r:D I 

~:~// /'Richard Fuller '-' 
,... . ~, Samuel Rosenbaum 
l r\ /Agnes DeMille ...... 1 

g"l;dl a Martha Graham 
""0 L / ... Warner awso.n 

Howard Hanson .-1 

~~oward Mitchell-' 
/Fred Warir;$-:::- . 

peggy Wood 
Joseph Prendergast 
Stuart F. Louchhelm 

/David S. Smith-...,.. 
r-Karl D. Ernst...,.., 
/" ?arl Moor e -. 
/paul CunniI~.gham __ , 

/' Carl ?andbllifrg -:-' 
c Mark Van Doren 
lJohn Brownlee -

H.erman D. Kenin, 
:francis Sayre \ 

\ 

/ .. katherine t'ornell-I 

./ Walter Disn.ey-' 
Robert Dowling 

/paul Callaway' -- . 
./ Richard Ep,er.hart·-- ~ :Rabbi Norman Gerstenfeld 

, /' Father Gilb,ert V. Hari'ke.-~,· 

Sincerely, 

Henry Roemer ;McPh~~ 
'Associate SpeCiakCohnsel 
to the President ) 

\ 

Edgar H;QoY,er ," 
/;;~ -~7'3~3 If, 

\1- '1 ~ ill 

Director . 
Fede~al Bureau of Investiga~ion ~\. 
Washmgton, D. C. . 'l~A..tli: ., ~" .... _I 

.~ "~ 
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4-22 (Rev. tl-2-10-58)- I 
',' " .. FederalBureau of stigation 

Records Bral. 1 , 

-----"":~~}~'-+--;,~ 
c=J Name Check Unit - Room 6523 
CJ Service Unit - Room 6524 
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I, f'~""":;!t'i"'~"lAl . "~d .-/'-1'4' 
-----' I" '~..i~ ~.t/' .--",,--~,~ '~ 

1 - Mr. ,Roderick 

,I " , ' 

Jj , "'i ~-<,,~~ ~~ '" . .\ ' , (\,,\ \,~ . <..') t.. r t¥ 
,~ :, l\-(~' :,\ ..... ~\~~y fa.\ f:l~ ., (, 61 " , ~~W~~~\,~~~~ ~l, lJ~ ,'" ,April 28, .19,/.1 

~\. \~~: ~ ~\' ~" S \ " o~) A, I I i... ,:,)J ,t!~ ~ " ~ ~\\.~\\ \~.;\~ , , ___ w .... __ _ 

\\\:,\' ~~ t" RUlE :CHECK ~REQUESTS '-----
~}~ it. ,1 
, , 'Pursuant to your specific request the flIes of 

, this Dureau were 'reviewed for the results o~ any investi
Igations conducted concerning ~he 'individuals hereinafter 
!named. In view of 'the lack of identifyi~ data furnished 
iaccompanying these naMes, it is not possible to statetbat 
: the reports furnished llerewi th detinl tely perta in to the 
, indiviuuals in question. Further

l 
where no reports are 

I being furnished, .It 1s not possib e to definitely state 
: that these individuals have not, in fact, been investigated 
I by this Dureau. 
I 

! , • Attac'be(l are reports of investigations conc~rning 
I the following individuals~ 

I 

i I \ 

! \ ' 

I 

, LeoniNdaas 
)lar~Van Doren ~ 

. .Marianno-Jloore 
Loui~nte~eyer 
William Carlo~1illiams 

I 

'I 

! 
. , 

\ ' 

,'--, 

, No reports of investigations identifiable with ,the. 
Ii following n8lles were located in FBI _fi~es: 

Conrad':Aiken 
11. H~ Auden .... 
Lou is e-Bogan 
:RobinsorJeffers 
John Crowe-Ransom :19 MA'( :1 196' 
Allen...!fate \~ 
Robert Perm..jfarrell" ~ 

;;. Johfr'Holmes, 
Richar~nlbur 
Carroll .F~~errell 

-

.: 'I, \ 
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I 

;Name Check Requests 

I 

, Upon reaoval of the classified enclosures. this 
memorandum becomes unclassified. 

NOTE: 
I 

Se,cret Service telephonically requested check of main 
',fi les only on above names at 10: 00 am 4-:-28-61 advis ing 
-that -the President's wife had been asked t 'o sponsor ~tn 
organization known as the ~ational Poetry Foundation. 
The -above names were -1 is ted as 'honorary trustees of 
the Foundation along with suchindiYidua1.s as Robe'rt 
Frost1 Eleanor Roosevelt, Carl Sandburg, etc. No 
searcn was requested on the latter nanes. No 
identifying 'information furnished nther 'than names. 

- 2 -
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'The Attorney General October 1S t 1962 

1J 
,e, Director ,FBI SEE REVE.RC'~ C' t : .:: .~~!~~n: ~~~d» Jr~'/ 

, W . J ADD D "c: "tJfDJ: FiJJ1- Mr Rosen 
" \",-V i\!J~·!}'.1v, () • ISSEMINATiDN1' - NMte Check Sect'ion 

()\P-,~~Ii'J;~~t;'l/ NA.~ CW"a:£KslmQtmsTS "I - Mr. Brown 
I .jl.tJ ... 'Qt~ -~v· -

. ("fIJ cL{;~ 11 "£.if" 
.c.. 4- v ,. 

~~"(l."f' Reference is 'aade to the request from your office on 
"I) October IO? 196~!" for Infomation concerning thirty-fiV& individuals ' 

wbo are iooicatea to be partici~an'ts in -the National Poetry "
Festival. Reference is also mooe to my letters to you dated 
'October 16, and October 17, 1962

1 
which contained infomation 

.regarding twenty-seven of these ndividuals. 

With reference to the remaining eight individuals, 
1 wiSh to advise that our files contain no pertinent information 
concerning Peter Viereck. Wj th :regard to 1..Angston ,lIugbes. our 
'files .reveal that all ,pertinent information llvailable concerning 

, :::: Mr. Hughes was furnished to tIle lIonorable P. ;l:Cnnetl1 O'Donnell 
~. g on Janua~ S, 1962. The infomation contained ·therein.had been 

"O) ·~ previously furnished to you by letter dated October 30, 1961. 
LJ.l ~ Briefly tbc information contained in these communications sets 
r.? I..J.J forth affiliation on the part of ~es ·with numerous org~izntions 
t :1 ~ which Jlave been iSesignate(1 pursuant to 'Executive Order 10450 or 
td S cited by 'the Bouse COI!lt1li1tee ,on Un-American Activities. Also, 

an informant who has ,furnished reliable infomation in the past 
~ rePQrted that Hughes was one of~he first Negro intellectuals 

to join the Communist Party. .Hughes denied .aellbership in the 
__ ~-=Commwtist Party 'when ,interviewed by Special ~ents 'of tilts Bureau 
. :in Dccermer t 1953, but admitted cOO.P9ration with ·the "left wing II .A 

.':. :~ ,clement in "this country througbou-=-,>~~, ,~~ . .-~ .. ~~atl years. ~ 
" fl T11ere are ~nclosed sl~ies 'Of infomati.on in tllis 

;.! Bureau' s -files' .relating to RObe~t; \,~el~t~liatlJ.~reditbj .. 
, 'u;Kenneth Rearo~~.".~Ka!l. Shapiro, lfUis"JiJit-e ~r.". :o Mark van ( 

I Doren. . '::, ' r ;";:"" ., ~.; ' \I,i nrc.J)" , , " \ . . ~ ')'V~) 
:--~ h ·.addltion 'to "'tbe,. lnf~~a{iO~ · ~onta1nea'~ \tte ' 

suramary da:ted<lrercn , f18.tk!959..t~conl:c.Hning ~lark Van DOren1 ottJ!J~' ~iles r~veal .lhat<tbe :nVfil J:t ~ 1961, jssue.of the "Nat onul'.\. " ~'" 
Guardian" revealed "the 'name ,'~,f,. Hark ,j.aUlllt,~n, :not f:Ut~, If I' 
identified as one"-ot the $Ponsor.s • ~a "Rally to Abo!!S1i 

_ ~ •. t1le H()g:;e Un-American·'~ti,'lties eoamftteeft \"lbidl rally ''laS to b;, 

- III ~,tfllWt 1~1;':i';hoti'~i!lW66M'kft,'h" ~" . w !J.:. 'f~' ~ 
;::::J~1f..! cswe.:· .1< ~ ~2 .. ?5~ " . '111. / y , .'i j ~ :;j~ 

>S 1'8 , ,, :St . ' lJ!£ M~ . . "'.' , ,1 : ,·. · fl '" dT 
,'J.o/,~ -" AN,tS' L ', ' I ~~r: " ,I t;O~!· I EO I " . \" '"'' '1

1

\J\1 ~ 
lJlt4~Ol IJC 'H I~ I' I i I" .: /, \ " , J.J ' 

r;I.ICt P.;i I I ,~~, " ~I~" . '~ , 

~~a1~:mtT1lj~tUiJ~rZJrb ' . l~ , : ,.' " .J I ,.~ 
. . ~ ·5 'f'? 
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The Attorney General 

Also,in ·July 1961. Junius Irving Scales submitted 
an affidavit to ~poH his motion to reduce his prison sentence. 
This motion was signed by Mark Van Doren as well as numerous 
,other individuals. SCales was convicted 'of violating the 
Smi tb Act of 1940 and sentenced to six years in the Federal 
Penitentiary. (100-11592-817) , 

,Enclosures (12) 

NOTE: List accomp~ng original request ,returned ~o Jane Labey 
in AG's off.ice by Assistant Director Evans'office, 
per her request. 

- 2 -



TolsOll .. .".,,, ...... .,-... 
B~hllOIlI . -_ , MohF . __ 

-Cq"sper \ . T i . 

:Col!<thQfl .~ 

:COnlM . I I 

-~I..oa~h ............... 
EVQns-.. Mit ls 

Millon. • ' 
~S~!\. . 
.$ullivan.. .. . 
lave . ... P 9 !i!I!::C 

"'trotter : -.. '_ 
-Tel •. ~m......-
-HQ!m .. s_* __ 
:Candy It' _ 'Ii' 

.• 
\ 

,' A 

)larcb 18, ·1939 

. Mark ·Albert Van Doren was the subject of 
a security investigation during 195.1-53, duri~ whleb 
the ~o11owing information ~as developed. 

.A confidential informant who has furnished 
reliable information 'jn the past aavtsed in November. 
1944

1 
that ~rk Van Doren was one of ,the speakers ~t 

a ra 1y which was beld for President Roosevelt at 
St. Nicholas Arena

l 
New Y21.k City. According to the 

informant. the ral Y'was .5p-onsored by the Westend 
Non-Partisan Committee for Roosevelt and was composed 
of persons 'all of whom 'were bletllbers of ·the Unity 
Center Club. Manhattan, of toe Communist .Political 
Association. 

, , 

, The January 4,' 1949. ,edition of ihe "~ew York 
Star/' -a 'New Yo.rk dally newspaper, .tarried .an .advertise
ment entitled "To 'the 8lst Congress: A Statem.ent on 
the House Un-American Activities.flln ibis article it 
was urged that the 8lst 'Congress ~bolish the Committee on 
Un-American Activities. Mark VanDoren's Dame 'was 
listed as one of the signers of the above statement. 

, 'In the April 4. 1949 .issue of "Litelt .magazine. 
pages 42 and 43 t there appear.~ photograpns of 'approxi
mately fifty inaividuals. On page 42 a 'picture bearing 
a sub-caption ·I1J1ark Van Doren, .poet- appeared. ,AC:C:ODl
ianyiug these photographs appeared an article captioned. 
pupea and F,llOwTravelers Dress Up Communist Fronts"*' 

The artJ~J<c reveals, in discuasing the Cultural and 
Scientific Conference for World Peace held under the 
aU5~ices of the Natio~l Council of Arts, Sciences and 
Professions at 1he WaldOrf-AstorIa Hotel New York, 
froll March 25. to March "1.7. 19491 ~IUff lland it might 
.seell that a propaga:lda meeting 1 ke the one in New York 
.last week woUld bav~ been ,regarded by almost all 
Americans with scorn. But the Communists prepared care-

\ ' 
\ 

\ 
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lr~rlc Albort Von Doren. 
01:l0 knotm O:l H~rl' 'V::m Deron 

' .. .. ...., . . 
fully ,for such oventualities. , Th~ir 'tlospcn:l Dre tho 
follon tr~·"olGr sud the so ... cclloa 'innocent aupe.' 
Thoso are tho 'prominent 'peoplo 't':ho, 't-littingly or nott 
ns~ocinto thc~:lolves t:ith a Com~Th~i=t-frc~t oreon1z3-
tion ~nd thor~by. lend tho glu~our, p~0etige or the 
l'ospcctabllity of Arcoriccn libcralisrc. Pifi..-y or thoDe 
poople nro 3hO'tm on th~so poges. ';Ihoy are ,not tho t:lO::lt 
notorious fifty, but a represontativo colec'cion ronging 
·from hnrd working . .follo~l tr~volcrs to nof,t hoadod do- ", 
(Sooders 't-1no h~vo por:listcn;e;ly lent thCt~ .nor.o~ to 
orgon1zot1cno l~bcled by tho Unitod StaGes At~o~noy 
Genoral or othor govornment szoncicD as subvorJ ivc. n 

'. ," :Ac~ord1ne to tho :tUau York Toache~"c 'Hal-;?: n 
nark Von Doron uos u cOt:'.::littoo tn~r.::bOl'" of 'the Citizens 
Comm1 ttoo Agoin:lt tho FOinberg L~u." The 'P,einba-g Lou 
't-lQS p03sed in tho 1949 coscion 'ot tho !rC~l Yorh~·Sta~o 
Logislature nnd in briof .. p:rov.ido~ .f:ort'he dicmisDal 
of teachers t",ho belongod to or UCl"C 3frili3~Ged t'lith 
nny orgDniztltion that t~Q::l 'l~bolcd subvorsive by the 
Board of Rogents .ot tho Sts to'" o~ lIou Yol'"!~. . " 

~ j., . . - ~, 

Conr1dentinl 1n!'el"m~ntg 't,zho hove fUl"'nished 
rc1inb10 ini'ormatiol1. in tho PO:lt h::wo t~cvisod thQt 

., '!'!orl" Von Doren hos boon activo ,in t110 folloHin!;. 
Corr.muni~ t Party front e~oups '~':hich hovo bcc~ do~ienQtod 
by tho Attornoy Goncrol of' tho Unitod S'(intcs pursuo~1t 
to Exocut1vo Ordor 10450, .i'rom 1927 to 1951: 

U3t1onal Cou..~cil or A~errean-Scviet Friendship 
Arr.oricon Cc~mittco for Sp~ni~h F~oedom 
Action CC::ii."I"littao to Freo Spain !!0-:-1 
Joint Anti-FnDoint Refusoo Co~~itteG 
Tho Av.oricnn Youth ''to:- Dorr:ocrtlcy 
11r.:ericon Jot-J'it:h Labor Counc il 
lie tionnl Corr,tni tt00 to Derc~t tho !·!undt Bill. 

' I • 

" 

... .. 

-, Vcn Doren hoo olso boen r~pcrt6d by ccnf-idcntiDl ~ 
..L"1forr.;t!nto uno · :h3VC -fW?"r1:shod ro1.1oblo into:c'7...ntion in tho 
~D3t to have boon activo in the following organizstions 
;lhich havo been citod :lS COir.cuni~t P~rty. l"ro:lt groups by 

• I • 
I 

• 

'., 
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U'lrk Albert Van DOl"cn 
also kno,,:-m as I1srk V~n' Do:'cn 

" I 
", 

vnriou:: C~lirorn10 and ~ccor~l UnvA:-.lcriean "A~tivitios , 
Co~~itteos: ".' 

American S,oc.1oty for Cultur21 Relations ~lith R~:33in 
Independont Citizens Co::::.mittee 01' tno A~ts, Scicnc~ .,., .. 

~ma ,Pro'!'o3sicns' 
Freodom 1"ron1 Fool' CC~c'~itteo . 
Ooroc1ttoe or Ono ?~ouacnd. 

In Fobruary, ,1949;~1~1hitta'ksr Oh~~bC!'s 't'rso 
intorv.io't·)'od by en Agent 'or the FE! 'CO-'1coraing hie D3~oc1at1cn 
uith Horl~ Van Doron. Chnnbor~ st:ltod 'thnt he i'il"st :c.ot 
Von ' Do::'9.n when ho wa:3 S stuc~rnt at Colt~::r.bio U'nivcl.'t::ity 
in 1920', Qn.o snu him 'infrequently ~i"tor he lott Columbia. 
ChamborD stat~)(l that V~"1. Doren t1~S ahmys n ~flibo.r31tl bu~ 
did not believe that ho had ,ovor been a corr,t.l~ist. 

Ch~r.:00r,s ,roccl1cd t:'1~t dUl":.L"lg hig ti!'Dt yonI' 
llt Colu."1jois he begtm thin!:1ng ot embl'llCing a :.rel'iz:tcn 
Dnd h~d 'tVritton scma ,l'"~liGiou3 pootr-y. 'ihi!l ho shoi:ed 
to Vnn Doren ~lho, Occol'l~9ing to Oh~t'lb0l"S, COY;'!:?lont'cd to 
tho ot£oct nthis 10 vQry 'i."l'Col"'soting but it cO':1.t~1nf: 3 

" p:lthotic f.ollocy--it' shc':'m 'thht God opo~ates in 'rraturo." 
Chnmbera :loid ,th~t ho 'bolieves th3t this' 't~~s tho flbo&inninB 
of my intelleotual pulverization." 'E;,ploin1ng furthor, • 
Chatr.oors said that ho core:s to If.lO~l Vr:.n Doron on So f:'iond 
nt Colutr!bio end tho lotte ... '" hoc a 'very pouarful influonco 
on him nh1ch influenco Chambora oos'cribod ~s boi.."lg . 
lIeonor~lly <10struotivo.:t !!c ~ddod thot ho hnd zona to 
Van Doren more or ,l03s a cou.ntr.y boy t-1ith very hord and 
fnat idons, ~nd Van Doren hod set to work to 'pulvorizo 
his 1dotls. Vnn DOl't'm, he stated, u~s tho first ono 't-1ho 
tUl~nod hio r/11nd to!·mrd RUDsia snd, in i'nct J ,:Juggostod"chat 
ho, Ch~mb0rs, should t~kG n trip thore. 

Oh3mbo~s thought th~t ho bogan to drift tro~ 
V~m Do::'cn' s in!'luonce uhon ho ,rco-l'izod thQt V~n Doran 
'U03 very vooiferous in ptl.tting forth his ,viow:J 'but did 

, 'prootico1.ly nothing toward putti."lS thom in o~roct. This 
'lotto!" pnQ'se, Ohacib3l"S bo1.1evea, Von 'Doran t·ras 'content 
to loave ,to others, 12ospec1011y guys lilco 'ro3. u 
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l:'!'~r'l~ .. ~lbcrt Van Doran '-
nls 0 kno't-ln as H~rk Vo.n Doren 

C~rnbcr3 ~~id that ~ttcr he -lcrt COl~~Di~ ho ' 
:JC~'l Van Do~en at :t~~eoucn~ interval"!!· cr.d he -bolic'Vc:J 
ho vioitod V&n Doren's -hor:lo il~ G;;:tcen:'!ich. Vill~go about' • 
rour or rive , ti!'ilCZ tm>ougb.o~t th~ yeer~. ThcOQ vi~its, .,. 
Chenbc:t'e ~:lid~ ~:0:N~ .pm."cly social und !l.ad nothing to 
do uith hie" Ch~t1bor3 t" u11dcrgl"ound t-J'or1:.-' 

':rho ?~brl.\Cry "21~ 1951, odition of the 1flt~t-I York 
l!orld Teleer~!il ~nd Sun~ n cc.X'l"ied en ~:,"'~iclo entitlod, 
flVnn Doren Hit3 l!ou Jerf!.oy 13001: ]~~lh:c 1.Cool"dir-l to 
the art1¢lo Van Deren deni0d ··h~ t-~o a ccl"" .... "7..uniat in 

. Jorncy City on Fcbruory- 20, 19S1" e'nd 1'j.'totooted tho 
banning of his bock ·1"!'o::n the l'ib!>~~'ty or tho Jcro.e--s City 
Junior ColloGo. -'len Doren in quoted ~3 eayinz, f:r ~va 
ncverlm,o':-rin,gly join~d ~ny co:z:uni:rt or em~u.niet 

." 

" , , 

i , 
-, I 

i 
t 
v 
f 

t 
t, 

I ~ . ." .~. 
J. 

-'1)-ont ol'gcmization.' I l-1~3 0. liberal'in the 19301s .. 
and I am .~ liberal todllY. ! ~lLQ~:29S}t4_t_~coza;cunis·m .. .;.;n......: __ ~_, .,;..----...... 
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