
 

  

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
December 11, 2020 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.  
THE BLACK VAULT 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1482656-000 
Subject: BISSELL, RICHARD MERVIN, JR. 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
The enclosed 31 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 

previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).   Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 

 In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled.  Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your 
request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence.   

 

 Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed.  Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail or fax to—Work Processing Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997.  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 

 

 One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA).  Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.   

 
If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 

 
National Archives and Records Administration  
Special Access and FOIA 
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

  
 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA.  You may file a request with NARA using the address above.   

 
 



 

 One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed.  Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession.  Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10.   

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed.  Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request.  Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)  according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10.   

 

 Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release.   

 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 

your request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” 

includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals.  “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also 

enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 
 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal."  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 

Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading 
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned 
to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
             

 
Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 

FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 

any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 

nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 

which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this 

dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name 

check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic 
threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private Citizens 
cannot request a name check.  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com
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RieHl.Pt. r~VIX BISSELL, .JR. 
t;;'iJRO;'S;'N P~::COVi.'i.!.Y ?ROGRtJ~ 

'i'hel'D tlre tJ.·ansmi tted herewi ttl the .following -roports""GOvQ-rine the COtii;-·.letec. 
i. '''es-tigatioll requil"~d undar t-!J.e L'ur0i,ean i~e.covery P'l'ogram on tlls aoova-named pliH'son: 

c/ Re.port or~p.~Qial Agent C:lrl ;:;.. DeTemple d~,t~d July 12, 
1':.1'8 tTl! ."' .... ~ .. i"'. ~4 $ a ~aan~won.~. v 

. E61~ort o£ Special Agent. Cho.rles II. Fischer, Jr. d$.ted. J'une ~~ 
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'a~viee-o fuat .ae first knew Bissell 'f.ell in 1941 at which titw· 4e- .attempted to 
elll~~l.oy 11tm fo'lJ' nnotUt;1" pO$~tion because of his ~oll....J{noW.n ullility. a$ titn ~9bn~rlist 
l!lna his- haBere in the 00010 econom.ic- ~,()lie1-o'G of' the United ' $ta.t~s,,· no-::~aid that 
he koe~;'; nO~'1ing der¢gato;ry concerning llissell or: he wo~ld' not ha~le: con.Gi~l"'ed him 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV,ESTIGATION ' 
FonnNo.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 

REPORT MAIlE AT £. I DA:rE WHEN MADK 

1J'{,ASHIlWTON, D. C. 'Z/12/48 
TITt.Il 

PERJODFOR 
WI;!ICHMADB 

6/7,18,22; / 
2 C) 10 12 IE 

FILE NO. 124-204 \ 

REP9RT MAIl~ ItY 

CARL N. D eTEJI..!PLE, SA 

-. ... SYNOPSIS OF. FACTS: 

I . ~ Applicant Employed Bureau of Forai.gn and Domesti . 
Commer.ce, Department- of Co~r.c~., June 30, 1941 '~cB~Y2::~~=====~==t==;J; 
Augus~ 9, 1942; lfar Shipping Admirl1,st:rai;ion, August , 
10., 1942 to ·Dec·anber 7, 1945; Office.' -Pi' War Mobiliza .. .-J 
tion and Reconversio~, December 1Q, 1945 to September · 
11,· 1946; ·PresidEnt's Committee on Foreign Aid, 
Department of Commerce, July 25·, 1941 to April 20, 1948, 
at which time he entered on duty w~th E.C.A. O.W.N.R. 
!3upervisor recommends favorably.· Other supervisors 
unavai:):able for interview'. Resi~ence 3418 Q Street, 
N. W. ·, -established - nothing derogatory. lio inforrna-
tio~ regarding applicant in files ~f R.q ·.U.A., D.S.C., 

~.I the Cr,e~i t Bureau or the lletropo'litanpolioe Depart-
~, I melt. 
'i.1~ ~ of .''''' /7 " 
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Referral/Direct 

\ 

].'R. HANS A. KLA.GSBUN, Attorney, Ring Buildin£;, who resides at 3h20 ~ 
Street, N .• ··:r., advised that he was formerly the Deputy Administrator in the 
Office of War J{obilization and Heconversion and as such v;ras MR. BISS::;I,L'S 

··immediate supervisor, and he described the applicant as an outstanding 1\I!lerican 
'.' .citizen, loys.l and patriotic and of unquestioned character, reputation and 

: ;. . inte:sri ty. 1;'iR. KJ.,AGSBUN unqualifiedly r ecoP1!llended BISSELL for any position 
'. of trust in the U. S. Gov.:ernment. He further sta'ced that he was a neighbor of 

the applicant and his family from approximately October 19L~1 to October 19}-J.6 
.' •. and concurred wi"tih the'sentiments of his ... rife in that BISSBLL and his family 
, .... :: were excellent neighbors and friends and mat their conduct in the comrrunity 

was alv;rays above question. 
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Referral/Direct 

",lJFO 124.-204 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

:t.lR. and ];IRS. AIIDRE~r K3CK, "3416 (! street, :N. W., advised that the 
applioant and his ~gmily resided at 3418 Q street, N. ~. from approximately 

~ Ootober 1941 until Ootober 1946, at whioh time t4%" re"\:;urned to their home in 
Cambridge, Massaqhus,etts. They stated that they beQE\llle intimatelyaoquainted 

<-yr.i. th the I,'l.pplioani;; anp, his family both l;!ocially and as neighbors I,'l.nd during t11i8 
assooiation we~e asspred that th~ (the BISSELL's) Were loyal and patriotic 
citizens of unquest~on~d reputation, character apd integri~. 'MR. and 1mS. KECK 
further stated 'that they never kn~H the applioani;; toassocia.te with, any individual 
or ore;anization which is subversive or Un-Junerioan 'in. nature. They highly 
recommended 1$. BJ:SSELL for any position of oonf;i,deno!? or ·trust in i;he United 
States Governme~t. 

1~S. HAlTS A.KLAGSBUN of 3420 Q Street, also v~rified the applicant's 
residEnce in that community and agreed 'w.!-·t·h the 9piniop. of her husband and 1m. 
and MRS. ANDREF{ l\ECK regarding the favorable oharaoter, reputation and loyalty 
of the applio~t·. Sp.e also rem6J1bered tllat in he~ o.on~tailt association wi th 
the applioant an<i ):liE! .. lifer as nei ghbor?, she n~ver 3.o1$V{ them to express sympathy, 
with any subversive Of un-Amer~can organizations and .on the contrary all their 
opinions were ·in support ·of the democratic princip~e.s ~nq. ideals and the Con-
sti tution of the. U:p.5,~·~d ,States. '" 

HISCELLhNEOUS 

There is no record regarding: the applicant reflected in the files of ' 
the House Comillitt~e onUn-}Jneri6an Activities o~ the fi+es of the Civil Servioe 
Commission. 

3 -
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CREDIT AJ'.ll) CPJ.MINAL 

There VTa~ no ·inforrn.a,tion oonoerning i;he app~$9ant oontained in the 
files of the Credit 13:tlreau or Stone' s ~ercantilE? Ag~cy. There was no arrest 
r'ecord relating tp the applicant or his wi fe cQ,ntai.ned i~ the indioes' of ih,e. 
l1etropolitan Po1:i<;:e Department. 

- ~EFERRED UPOH C OMPLETI ON TOOFF':}:C:S: OF ORr GIN 

,>' 

---. 
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WFO 124-204 

Referenoe ~~ made to Bureau instructions reflected in reference 
letter indicating that BISSELL was associatedw;i,th, JAMES ROY 1TEi'aMAN an4 
WILLIAli R~!:rNGTON, P9th of whom are prominently men:\>iolled. in. :the· Gregory CElose. 

I . . \ . 

. I .'. 

'In the case e.ntitled, "DR. EDW~ UUL!ffi e.Ol'WON, D:i.rector, National 
Bureau of Standards,. U. S. Department of COIllI.qerQe,. Washington, D. C., Loyalty 
of Governmen-G Employees," it was establ:1sh~d th,at J~ms ~OY NEra-fAN was ~n 
associate ofindivid~als involved in a Soviet E'spionage Qon.spiraoy.. It was 'also 
noted that ~'"EVf.MA.N E!-n~ BISSELL were co~ncidenta:I.ly an.p~oyed by the O£fice of War 
Mobilization al.l4Reoonversion and during a physica~·~urve;i.llanoe conducted on 
NE1'llfAN on June l:j;., 1946, BISSELL wa,s' observed ,ill iil;l.e company of }.'j'ID'IJMlI:}j'. At that 
time, BISSELL acqompanied NEW~MAN and tvlO other 'ind'ividualS from the Federal Loan 

~ Agency B\.li1di-ng~' which containe.d the offio'es of the O.W.lff.R.., to the America.n 
Security and Trust Company, vmere BISSELL left. the other. three, men and ate lunoh 
and returned directly to his office. It was. hoted ~at this was th~ only 
instance of associa,tion between BISSELL and NEWMAN reflected in the' file's of the 
Washington Field ·Qff.ic~.' - .' 

b7D PER FBI, 

'Inf~rl)18.ntl lin the matter entit:(.M,,·'UHATflP..,N GREGORY S ILVERMASTER, 
was, et all Espi,o~age - R J ,", advised that 1nLLJ;~ ~rr'lif~TONwas involved in a . 
Son et Espionage c:oi;J.~piracy in 7'1'ashington, 1). C'. eng }t~ York City in the early 
1940's and was a known 90ntaot and associate of Comm~ist~d pro-Soviet indi-' 
viduals and was f!.~t,tErs.,.paying· Communist Par'o/ m~Q,.er for a. lJeriod knowp, to the 
informant. 

Conf~dEmt;i.E+'J. informa~ts reported: 'that ~I~WTO,N ,contact<;ld, att~pted 
to oontact, or m9+l'!dqned BISSEDL eight times over Ii perioq, froJIl February 22, 
19L~6 thrQugh l:.fa;t"qh 3, ],'947. The text of the oO,nver~~tions refl,ected that in 
each of thesa i~at~ges matters dealing with their mutual employment were dis
cussed,. that is;. matters 'involving oonservation ,ang prod~9tion~ ~It is also 
noted that both REMI~Gr6u and BISSELL were empJ,oyed at". O."V'l.M.R. end '\ili.at 
REMIIWTON's orde+-s ',origina.ted through BISSELL. ThE;lr~ w!:l.$ no ev:1.dence of any 
further associationwith,or social contact invo'lve~ll;>etvleen the' applioant end 
REMINGTON. . 

Becau~e of the lack of positive infor~tiqp' of social and intimate 
relationship between BISSELL and I'lEiThIA.N E\.nd REM:J;NGTON, the above information 
was not set forth in instant report. 

,,' 
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REFERENCE: 

NY FILE NO. 124-79 

!:!ATE WHEN MADE: 

6/17/48 
RflPORT Ml'DE: BY PERIOD FOR 

'6/15:1.7/48 NORMAN E. COWLES 

• CHARAC'IER.OF c::ASE , .. \ 

_EUROPEAN RECOVERY 1?ROGRAM 

References know BISSELL is rega~4edhighly in Washington, 
p .• C., for work he has done fQI" 'gov~riunep.t, and recommend 
him as 'exce~ent in charact~r, r~wtatio~ ~p.d loyalty. 

RUC 

Bureau file #124-203 
Bureau letter to New Haven, . 6/4/48 

REFERENCES 
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Capt~~ GliANvn,LE CONWU, Fr,e~ident, TheOosmopolitan Shipp;ing, 
Compc?ny, 42 ~roaqway,N~w. York Ci.~Y', advis,ed ',be' ~~ '·lp;lOfiPBISSELL intimately 
~~c.~ 1943.' when they' botp. wor~~c3, togetb.er :i;n. Was~i~gto~, D. o. H~ ~aws 
~hat DICK'· B-ISS~ :i:~' ~j..gbIy . rf;lgC1,rd¢ ~ Wasb.~g"tiQn f;Qr 'hJ.s s~rvi9~ ~o' tJle 

·,gove~e~t · ,apd, r~~a::l,l~d ' :th<=!o ~ ~ISSlj:i,L ~13: 'on, au. . the ~r~p~ witll t~¢f;re~~4ent 
pt· t:Q.e· Un:!:t~, ,$t~:tel1i, , t,l;1a.t :ll~, . Ca,p~:i,Il', PONYI4X,. 'was::., ,ll¢ · beli~vesMp., Br.sSELL 

, i:§. one ·9f th.~ ov.ts~nQ.~g: eCQAong.s1i~' :i,n,''!ihe COW,ftr.t <gl~ if! Itrea,lly .. goiI;lg 
.piaces.:tti C~ptain CO~ ' j,s' :~cq~;iJlte4 ~tp: · ~. BJ;SS1¢L.,I,{I ~e, :r~, -and, 
~-laYfS ·;· ~s, .h,ad,'- n~~~gu$, ~oQ;l~l. J!1Bet~gl? Yd.:~p.. tb.~~;, .~d, co~side:rl? theD;!,.~l. 
,g~od A!n!3r~cans. He· ~r~~~r.4s ~ICK: l3~§~ a~' ~~ell;~t~ c~:r~·cilef" r.~{'U~~ 
tion, 'and 1oyalt.y..: :e;~' ·~~1if.t,ed,; ~you d,QIl"~ h~v.e tp' w9~:r;y a:bol;l.t I);tGK .<=!oS :t'~r as 
l~t wing ' te~Q.~p.ci~s <=!or,e, 90nc~rned;" 'h~ ha,s no ip.ter.e~t' in Co~7-s,m.IJ' 

, " 

, , 
, , 

-2-
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Form No. 1. 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREil..U .,j 

• 
REPORJ' MADE AT D~1'E WHEN MADE p~~~ FO~E • .ru;:pORT MADE BY 

BOSTON" l~SS. 6/23/48 711,,15 ,,1-7 ,,:18 ~ ;: .. ' : . . JAMES G. WOODS 
21, 2.~.71~8 . ' .', . . 

T1TI..E · .· ~ I,' " "<\ 

RICHARD ldERV SSEJ:4..~~· JR. , 
aka Richard M. isse1)11 

.... 
' ~:~ . 

~OPF.AH RECOVERY 
PROGRAM 

. , 
~ . . 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Applicant at tended Groton School" Groton,- Massachuset ts ". , .. 
..I-- Septeml:i'e;r" 1922 to graduation June" 1928. Employed' .... ,. 

~
1\.Y.cJ\ 'M;:lssacln;Lsetts Institute of Technology a~' AssQcia:t~ . 

Professor of Economics, Septe~b~~, 1942 to date.~ 
./ .- \ Reference; neighbo~s recommend .(\.pplicant as p\3rson of' .. 

C excellent character" reputation and loyaltY'_ No cpedit,-. 
;() .:J criminal record. i'8mtcCf~~·~ .. -al!-""·"'~~ . ~ J :1tEQ. • . REC' D II -.,2 0 <57.(/ 

/ M:>-' ~1/pJl - R U C - ~.! ~ F!)R\~ to?" - ~- .67; , 
¥ 'v ;4b<' ~, ~ . . 

REFERElICE: : "Burea:;et:er to !lew !laven, June 4, 1948- " " " ." i~.·.~' 
DETAILS: of .... ' ~i'·~' 51 ~ ( 2. El?~9ATION ; 

~ \ (f" :.Y 
) 

./ : tReverend JOHN CROCKER". Headmaster;" Groton School,,'.' Groton" <1--' C 
Massachusetts, advised that the Applicarif~lvas admitted to LLJ 

"> Qr.oton in September" 1922 and graduated J.n June" 1928 in ~ p:. 
:z .gpod standing. Mr. CROCKER stated .that he knew the Appli- <:...:) ·C/5·fil . ' 

cant to .be ·a man' of good c~aracter" reputation and loyal ~ ~ 
, ·to. the U. S. B~.th data not available. While at Groton, 0 --l ' . I 

" ~ t- . r residance. at that time wa~ Faz:ungtoil:", Connecticut. ~ §§: '. 
:z 0 ~ t:tle Applicant· resided in a campu,s dormitory. His le gal i= C,;) .. ~: , 

~ .-. ~ P\ •.... ~ ... ~~". . ........ ~ 0:: CI): \: 
~ L:ElJ~ EMPi0YltiEifT~~::-:'" . \\ ~- ' - 0 -~. >. 

\;:,. " \ ~ r • • •• "~ • • \ " \. • ' u.. _ "' . . J ' \1 t':di':7 .\' .N-" . \ Z ..... ~ Ij \r, I Mr. ~oB~lf Km3ALL" assis , nt ~~F.:¥.b~r~~Be~E3nt?~ssac~usetts- Uj. 

~ 
I IJlStl.~t~. of T~chnology" Cf3f~9rlil=Q:~!t~l;'j~~~:qliu:::>;§tifs" adVJ.sed:;~~-~) . 
~ . \.,./!\ppli~a~ b;~s ~hgag~'d: by tfe;~j~~#~'P~~~~~.~?geptember" q.~. 
'. ·~s an tSS!gC;'13:~~ ·Professor tQ~~'O,,:g,2~g~~\~~i.dr;'1a~?d that he / 

J ~i . ~s. ~~~Y,i;Q~U~~ff~ of absence an~~~~~~~t_~:~:~~.t:.~... ~~ ~ I 
. 1'1 . tlf!PEC~A~~ . '., ( I 

" , -: •• IN CHARGE: ! ~ . . 

J 
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BS 124-32 

AVERILL HARRDJAN with the Economic Cooperat:i,qn Administration, 
~[ashington, D. ·C. He declared he is very: 17ell ~c<lUainted with 
.Applicant and that he recommended hiril a,s a man of excellent 
charac'~er, reputation and .of unquestion~d lo~lty to the U. s. 

. NEIGHBORHOOD 

furs. :LOUIS~" COUNIHAN, 224 Brattle Street,. Cambr~dge, kass., 
stated that slle and her husband, who is an ASf?ist.~nt United 
States AttoJ;1l~y at Boston, have kn01'1Il Applica!;l'~ anq)1is family 
for about tv;o years, their friendship peJ~:Lnning Yfllen tpplicant 
moved ' into t~t neighborhood. She advi~e4. 141? a,ssociations 
center 'ar~a persons' of lP-s own edqcat~oila;t 'leve;!..and t~1i 
both she and· h~r husband consider him to be .~ ~n of excellent 
character,.' ~~~tatfon and loyalty. 

I 

.lIrs. ~LIZABETH qe RHAIJ, 232 Brattle Stree,t~ 9amb1-'id~~, ;lJass., 
advised 'sp.e has knmm Applicant and hiS. family since J:Jity , ; 19L~ 7.· 
She 'declared Ap'plicant and his family are presentl.y in Wa~hingtcin, 
P. O. a,p<;l that. -they enjoy an exce;tlen,t re~t~ti9n in the" ne'ighbor
hood. ·' She, declared Applicant":;; i'ii.-fe Yia.sa wOnq,er.ful person and 
a most ·des.;i.rable neighbor apd . that she .coq,ld o~~y· ~ay the best :i,n 
regard t?the4' cparacter, reputatio!l ,~d lqya;J.ty" ' 

Mrs. yr.' 'P. SUT,T.0N" ,229 Brattle .Str.eet, 'Q~bl;'idge, 1j"a'ssachusetts, 
advised that S4~ :vm.s not too well acqua::ipted with Applig,ant, rut 
from hel! assoc~tions'with his family she considered them to be 
of exq~,llE!nt character and unque~.t.ioned, loyalty,~ ~he .declared 
they wer~" v~+:r highly regarded in the neighbqrhood 'and that she 
had no ~eason t~ questi9n their associatioIlI? ', 

REFERENCE 

1Jr. EDWf.RD$,. 1JA:SON, Dean, School of Publl.c fi.dI!~strati~l}, 
Harvard Qolle,ge , . 'Cambridge, lJassachusetts, .stated he has. known 
Applic~nt for approximately te~ years, .having ~~t him at Yale 
Univers~tyWheb~ .,Applicant·' ''?as employed as an in:;;truc,tor in 
the EconopU;cs Department. He further adviSed that he Vias 
able to se~ a grElat' deai of Applicant when bo~h. W'ere employed 
by the Yfar.- 'Sllipp;4lg Administration .at 11a,shil),gton,. D. C. and 
that he' has 's~¢n him. very freCJJl,sntly dur~p.g- the· past yei'lr as 
both are associC!,ted v:ith tp,e C~t.tee . ;fo+, Fpreign .Aid. He 

. stated tl¥l,t kpplicant comes from an extreI!l~4.Y .go.od :family and 
is tota.:p.y· r~lj.able in eveIT ~y. Ite. stated that he, is politically 

- 2 -
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BS 124-32 

conservative, has good judgement, is absolutely honest, and 
that there i~ n9t the least question about his character, 
reputation or loyalty. 

CREDIT 

!Jiss' XITDRED KlN.G, clerk, Merchants Credit Bureau of Greater 
Boston, - Ch~uncy street, Boston, 1fa.ssachusetts" aqvised the , 
files of that 'agency contained ~o record for cr~qit on Appli~ 
cant, his vr.Lfe ,. -son or daughter. 

CRIMINAL 

Chief ELIOT CIARK, Grot,on, liC!-ssachusetts:, adv:is~4 tlJ,at ~ICm.RD 
M. BISSELL of Brattle "Street" Cambridge, ~s:::;~c4'Q.setts was ' 
arrested on 5/29/48. on a cbarg~ of fai:J:ing to, 'have, ,an.-inspection 
sticker on qisplay on his car. ~ccording':to Chie.! CIARK, BISSELL 
admitted that 'he had not had the r~quired safety j,nspection per-
formed. The ca:?e is pen~g. - -0fr-. " 

luss ClI~TBE:RJ:Nj;CAROLA.N:, Massachusetts Board 'of ,;P.i:'opation, 'Courtho'!lse, 
Boston, Massach~setts, which agency is ~ clearing po~t for criminal 
arrest recbrqs- in Massachus~tts_, adviseg tp-~ Appp.ca,nt, his ivife, 
son and da'Q.~ter have no criminal recor~o -

REFE:RRED. UPON COMPLETION' TO THE OFFICE, OF QRIGUr 
, . 

,;' 
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lilllrrNISTRl\.TIVE SHEET 

Credit and GI'~1 checks at Boston" Mass. lv-ere· conducted by 
Special. E:mployee r:p:CHlI.RD KELLY·. 

Investigatio~ at Massachusetts Institute of Technology was con
. ducted by $pe~ial Agent VJTILIAM D,. CROmrrN • 

. Neighborho,?d investigation at ·Cambridge"Ma.ssachu.~etts wa.s con-:
duct~d by Special Agent THOlAA.$ G. BUTTlli. 

Imrestigation at Groton, Massa.chusetts was condu,c~~d by Special 
Agent Cf®lLES F. A;HERN • 

(. 
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RICHARD llERVJN BISSELL, JR. 
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. REFERENCE: 

. 
DETbILS: 

Bufile124-202 
. Bulat t9 NeVI Haven dated June 4, 1948 Sli ~~1J'Ef!SE SiDE roff 
Education ~ t~~~Ar.In.n., 

Mr. H. Bo FISmm, Liaison Officer, Xale Um,.versity, New Haven, 
Copnect:i:cut; advised that according t .o Yale :records RICHiu'ID 
ME~VIN BISSELL, JR. prepared for Y4e at the Kingswood School, Ir j 
Ha:rtfoz:d~ Conn. and the Grotop School... He entered Yale Uni- ttT'

versity' in September of 1928. He was a ranking scholar and a 
member pf the Debatirig Association l being ¥anager' of this 

.. assocfab.;tQlJ .w r.i.::\ JJ1tl1ior and senior ,years. He. was Editor of' 
t~e. IIHarlwevs Hoot", ~a short-liveci, mdependent liberal magazine 

. ' ~ .. ,publ~2~r,.&~~? t?e ~~~e PCl,lU-?us. B~:-was. {l.~~o President of the 
• , -_ . 1 _ , , _ I . ... 

",~ , ....... i ' 
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"Liberal Club" in his senior year and a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He re
ceived Honors in Histot.~, at the time of his graduation, receiving a B.A. 
degree in June of 1932., 

BISSELL entered the Yale 'Graduate School in September 1933, continuing 
through the academic year of 1934-35. He re-entered the Graduate School in 
September 1937, receiving a Ph.D. degree in June 1939. In 1934 BISSELL was 
appointed an instructor and research assistant in Econ9mics at Yale and in 
1935 he was appointed an instructor in Political Economics. In 1939 he 
was appointed Assistant Professor in Economics. Be was also appointed a 
Fellow of Davenport College in 1939. 

BISSELL's personnel file at the University showed that on May 15, 1931 he 
refused'election to Skull and Bones, a famous Yale honorary society. 

On February 7, 1932 an article and BISSEll's picture appeared in the "Hart
ford Courant" describing BISSELL as Editor of the "Harkness Hoot" in which 
he states that the Yale undergraduate is one of the most pampered individuals 
in the'modern world with too many special privileges. A notation in BISSELL's 
file dated January 23, 1933 indicates that BISSELL was then in England. 

On September 23, 1941 a notation reflects that BISSELL is one of the 
younger faculty members called to Washington to work on economic defense 
problems. At 'th's time BISSELL was granted a leave-of-absence by Yale 
University. 

On October 4, 1941 ~ite-up states that BISSELL spoke at a meeting of the 
New Haven Chapte~ 0 . t,he America First Comrnit~ee on the success of the Hart-
ford Chapter of t arne committee. 

> ' 

Professor D 'N, Master of Davenport College, ~dvised that he has 
known RICHARD BI~ '~nce he was thirteen years of age. He ady~sed that 
BISSEL:C-h~aa: anexcellen\ college record and described him a's a' man. whose 
moral character was beyond reproach. MERRntAN is well acquainted with 
BISSELL's wife and her family and stated that they have an excellent back
ground. He advised that BISSELL and his family are as loyal a group of 
Americans as one could find anyWhere. 

MERRIMAN did not know whether or not BISSELL were active in the America 'First 
Committee while at Yale but said that BISSELL very well could have been 
active in this group because he is strongly "pro-Americanll • Professor Merri
man could furnish .no derogatory information concerning RICHARD BISSELL. 

, ' , 

MAX MILLIKAN, Associat.e Professor of Economic~ and Fellow of Davenport College, 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn., has known RICHARD BISSELL for the past 

2 -
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fifteen years. He stated definitely that BISSELL had attended the London 
School of E~onomics during the school year of 1932-33. According to Prof. 
Millikan, during BISSELL's undergraduate days he was a Illiberal" and drew 
up what he called the "Bissell Plan" which was socialistic and called for 
Government ownership of practically everything. Prof. Millikan s9-id, how
ever, that after BISSELL returned from England, he completely 'changed his 
economic philosophy and became a conservative. This was due, according 
to Professor Millikan, to the influence of the London School of Economics, 
particularly to the influence of two conservative London economists. 

As for BISSELL's interest in the America First Committee at Yale, M~IKAN 
stated that BISSELL was not a leader or II sponsorll of this group. A Law 
student named STUART actually started the group on the Yale campus. MILLIKAN 
said, however, that BISSELL was active in the America First Group and 
honestly believed in staying out of Europe's troubles. According to Prof. 
Millikan, BISSELL was influenced very greatly by Colonel CHARLES LINDBERGH's 
arguments that the German airforce was invincible and BISSELL believed that 
because Europe was doomed, there was no reason why the United States should 
likewise be doomed. As soon· as the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, according 
to Prof. Millikan, BISSELL completely changed his viewpoint and'went all-out 
for America's participation in the war. MILLIKAN stated that he has no 
reason to question BISSELL's loyalty to the United States, and described him 
as being very ·pro-American. He went on to say that BISSELL i~ a great 
administrator and since his graduation from Yale has vacillated between 
teaching and service in the Government because he cannot quite make up his 
mind which he prefers. 

In conclusion, Millikan stated that BISSELL has a fine moral character, 
comes from excellent stock, and this is also true of BISSELL's wife and 
her mother. > 

ARNOLD WOLFERS, Professor of International Relations, advised that he knew 
RICHARD BISSELL during his entire stay at Yale and everything he could say 
abOut BISSELL would be favorable. He has no reason to question BISSELL's 
loyalty to the country and knows nothing derogatory about BISSELL's moral 
character. . 

FRED RODELL, Professor of Law, Yale University, New Haven, stated that he knew 
RICHARD BISSELL a short time while BISSELL was in the Yale Graduate School. 
RODELL stated that he did not know BISSELL well enough to assay his loyalty 
or moral character. 

Confidential Informant T-l advised that the "New Haven Register", an eveJ):ijlg 
newspaper published in New Haven, Connecticut, in 1940 listed Jl.ICHAmU4.~:::jU_~, 
Professor of Economics at Yale as one of the sponsors of the America First oommitte 
at Yale University. A Yale University Law student, R. W. STUART, actually 

- j -
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formulated the America First Committee at Yale after meeting with General 
WOOD in Chicago, Illinois. According to Professor MAX M:LLLll<:AN, the America 
First Committee was student~instigated at Yale, but ,inasmuch as Professor 
BISSELL very definitely believed in the America First Committee and since 
he was a member of the Yale faculty, he WqS listed as a IIsponsor" of the 
committee. 

Neighborhood 

Mrs. LUTHER M. NOSS, 135 Cottage Street, New Haven, Conn., advised that she 
was a casual acquaintance of Professor RICffil.RD BISSELL and his wife, but 
could not speak for or against him because she did not know him well enough. 
She knew nothing derogatory concerning his loyalty to the United States'. She 
is acquainted with Professor BISSELL's mother-in-law, Mrs. WINTHROP BUSHNELL 
of Ogden Street, New Haven and described her as a woman of fine background 
whose loyalty to the country she would not question. She went on to say that 
Mr. and Mrs. BISSELL lived at 135 Cottage Street for only four months and 
during that time they were not particularly friendly with anyone in the 
apartment house, confining their social life to members of the Yale University 
set. 

Mrs. 'WELTON PARKER, 131 Cottage Street, stated that she knows RICHARD BISSELL 
through association with BISSELL's wife, the former ANNE BUSHNELL, a former 
school mate of hers. She could furnish no derogatory information concerning 
BISSELL's moral character or his loyalty, but advised that she knows ANNE 
BISSELL comes from an excellent family whose moral character is beyond re
proach. She believes that Professor BISSELL's wife is very loyal to the United 
States. 

Mrs. L. P. HASTINGS and Mrs. D~ W. QUINN, both 135 Cottage Street, New Haven, 
advised that they are recent residents of this address and did not know 
RIcr~ BISSELL. They advised that the only family still living at 135 
Cottage St. which was there during 1940-41 was that 'of 1trs. LUTHER M. NasS. 

lirs. CHAMPION' H. MATHEWSON, 31~ Ogden Street, New Haven, advised that her 
husband is a professor and a Fellow of Davenport College at Yale University. 
Mrs. 1fATHEI'ISON is well acquainted with RICHARD BISSELL, his wife and her 
mother. She advised that her husband and RICHARD BISSELL were both fellows 
of Davenport College. RICHARD BISSELL's wife, the former AN~ BUSHNELL, comes 
from an excellent family and hlrs. Mathewson advised that she has no reason 
to question either her loyalty or BISSELL's loyalty to the United States. 
She described RICHARD BISSELL as quick-tempered but stated that ' sofar as she 
knew, his moral ' character was of the highest. 

The records of the New Haven Police Department and those of the New Haven 
Credit Bureau were checked but contained no information concerning RICHARD 
BISSELL or his mother-in-law Mrs. ~;INTHROP BUSHNELL. 

- 4 - ------
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The following investigation at Hartford and Farmington, Conn. was conducted 
by Special Agent Edward R. Vlhalen. 

At the Office of Vital Statistics, Hartford Health Department, it was ascer
tained that RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR. was porn at Hartford, Conn. on Septem
ber 18, 1909, the son of RICHARD MERVIN and MARIE TRUESDALE BISSELL. 

At the Hartford Credit Rating Bureau it was ascertained that MARIE TRUESDALE 
BISSELL was the widow of RICHARD M. BISSELL, former President of the Hart
ford Fire Insurance Company. Her credit record was excellent. 

Chief MILTON SHAW of the Farmington, Conn. Police Department, advised Mrs. 
BISSELL was a member of an old family and respected in the Farmington 
community. 

Mr. GEORGE R. HOTCHKISS, Clerk, Farmington Post Office, advised lars. Bissell 
has a favorable reputation as a respected citizen of Farmington. 

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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~elow is . set. :f-9rtl:>,·' th~"ldentitYc>t ,the teiiJ.PQf:~r.~':gq~igentia:J; 'irlforl!l8llt 
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- -STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
.' 
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Office , Mef),,~~~m 
TO : MR. D. M. LADD~ 
FROM V. P. Keay~. l 

(}' 
SUBJECT: RIOffiUID MERVIN BISSELL, J"'R. 

European Recovery Proeram 
" q . 

~ 

• UNITED 

DATE: 

GOVERNMENT 

June 14, 1948 
}.~r. 'fo1.son 
~.:r. t;. A. '''''rte~.mJ''''"r.~~= 
':r. Cle ,y~ __ 

;~: gi;~i~--
i!~: ift~~'''''Olr.S---
~:r. r;veen: __ _ 
Mr. Tracy __ _ 

t~: ~~~~~on~===== 
Ur. liemOn,=".--_ 
l/.r. Penn1ti:~ ton 

Reference is made to a memorandum dated June 4, 1948, from 
L~ . ~ulnn T~~m-----
Te l e . "':lom 

Mr. Rosen to you, pointing out tb,at the' above individual is an applicant 
i....,~;. · for employment with t,he Economic 'Ooo;?eration Administration and that he 

listed as a reference Paul G. Ho~fF~n, Administrator of EOA, and sugge~t-
ing that a liaison representative! in-Gerview Hoffman. -

}!r. i..:e&::e~== !,:iss: be£.~ 
Miss Gt.ndy ___ _ 

/" { ~ , ·r;-I -= . ..,. , _./! ; , O,/""",,,'~v'~~" - J .... f .... ,t;. I 

OB-J.l:ll'le--±4,-3:9l:tff,' Mr. Paul G. Hoffmanlladvised ~-W.-f,ai'lrence-

t 
that he first Imew Bissell well in 1941 at which time he attempted to empJ,oy 

. him for ano'liher position because of his ".{ell-known ability as an economist 
gnd his beliefs in the basic economic policies of the United States. He 
said 'that he Imew nothing derogatory concerning Bissell or he would not have 
considered him for employment 'with the EOA. There was no question in 
IflX'. Hoffman t s mind as to the excellence of Bissell I s character, reputation, 
and loyalty to the United states. / -

, ,r 
. // 

It is recommended this memorandum be routed t.o the Investigative 
Division, at'~ention SA A. M. Dinsmore, for their information. 

R;1L:arm 

All If'.'fORMATlml CONTAINEll 
.. . ,t 

HE:f:IN IS tiNe .ASSIFIE~Jj:.d.N'M1/ H 
1tW~ .. / Y.$~/-!.£J RECORDED. 64 

~~~ 

\ 

( 

.- --- _#- .-.... --_ .. ' ------ . - - - ' - ----- ,--------- -. - . - _. - ...... -, 



.., ,. ... 'l>i'AND'-Rt? FORM NO. 64 " ~"".~ 

"'office Mern:;.andum 
.• t,. . ~. - - .: 

... ., 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
.. ..... ,1 

___ 'I 

TO 
't H ::&:Dj:, DATE: June 4, 1948 

FROM 

SUBJECT: -RICHARD MERVIN BISSELL, JR. 
EUROPEAN RECQvmy PROGRAM 

This app1ic~t for emplo:vment with EGA lists Paul G. fOffman, 
Administrator of ECA and'i _ as' 
references. 

It is s~ggested_ that an agent from the Liaiso~ Section interview 
these two references. ' 

t:::: ~~lx~n'''''T8IIiiii=-_~ 
1!r. Clegg --
1Ir. Glavin 
1!r. Ladd 
lIr. Nichols 
l.tr. Rosen 
1.!r. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
l.!r. Egan 
'1!r. Gurnea 
1Ir. Harbo 
!!r. Hendon 
l.!r. Pennington 
1!r. Quinn Tamm-
Tole. Room ---, 
Mr. Nease 
1I1s8 Beahin 
1418S Gandy 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

For assist,cmce in the ' interviews, there is ~ttached the letter to the 
field or~ering the invest~gation~ 

I 

, A1.ID:mvd 

----------------------------______ =_m __ ~_= _____ ._.~rs~·v~! -7~1. ________ =~ ____ ,_.~w~V*~~~-. ____ --------------__ ~·1 
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IN RiPLy, Pt.usEIlI!FER 'to 

, FI~.:.o. ';., ", '" . ' ' 
: ' " 12i:}iliiiiiJ3 

.,. I " , ~ • 

.- . ! 

... . 

, ' 

' t::"!~. 

.. : 

" "iteb itutesil.epadmentOf iJustire , . . ' . ',' 

Beberul ,ilitreau' Of In~.~gution 
, ' , ~ingbln '25,m.(g • 

. ' " , . , ~ ' . . 

. 1 ' • 

,-Date::·. ' . .,' . ' 
;, ~ , .~9U, ' "." " ' :-

?:;.":,.~ \'"\ 

" ' 

• 

I 
r 

,, ' , ' To: ,', , S" AC , ;, -J, ~ " .' : ',':', "' , ,' :, : 
' > " , " ,',: " " " J "" r' -~" " ; ::> 

.. j. ~w··:::::ct::::y=r~:~~· .· .~::OR~~~~,~=:, ~k~ , ...... lmer .. ~ .~ .. . 
. ' .. . .. · i~u . aru.qu •• t.QtOcoDductajhorOUgh. Q!scr •• t !pvo.t!gatlon. con-

" '" '. '. ' cerni.rig ' thecha.rabter '; ,reputa.tion and , loy~l ty 'of the above-named individual. It 
': ,wil1be ne,qessaryf tofurriish l~ads' to auxiliary offices by te~etype, but teletype : 

" :. ..\ sumiaari"es tel' the: _!B\i~eau . a-re not . desired. ':' The original and tw~ copies of the re-
ports are r:equire~. ,' <' ,,' ,.,' ,-, -:. ' ", ' " ' -', ': 

,'.' 

" ,, : . '" 

:,0 . 

" ..... ' 

'" ' " .... , .: , " ', ' In~tru,~~ion's 'contained " ~~'Bu~eau B~l~e'~in No. 22, Series 1948, dated 

April , lO,} ~~8 ~ :' ~rOu,~d~_e ,fo:~~,~a.d: ,in , ~~~d\l~t~ng, this investigation. 

T~18 case ,18 to be ' assigned lmm~dlate1y and reports ,of the completed 
:' invesiigation mus~ be ' submit~ed Air ,Mai1, Special Delivery, where proper, to 

. ';. ' .. ' ", ,' reac~ the BureaU±fY: " , , ." , , - ' 
, .. , " "' _ ,, ,~;rz~ .~~ " ,,- : 

~, ~~' . ~~~'~W 
.,~~j.l;l:,~~~~ ,:: ~ ,..1~" ~, . . " ' , 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 
;'f:~ 

. UNITED STATES GOVl ; 

Memoranf£U"';/) 
TO : MR. A. H. ~ 

, ~,! 

FRO. R. O. L' ALI.IER ~I!,.~,\ 
"< 

D 
RICHARD BISSELL 

. - ------- ~ 

DATE: :March 2, 1961 

~
"--r 

" ., ' " , , ' 

SUBJECT: 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

,I 
Tolson __ 
Parson", __ 
Mohr-,--__ 
Belmo~t _--:; 

callaha~ 

~
conrad 

, p~ch 
Evans __ _ 
Malone __ _ 

Rosen --:----i 
Tavel~_~ 

Trott(~ 

W~le.~= 
Ingram __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

The follo1,lJing information was furnished to Agent Papich 
on March 1, 1961, by James Angleton, Cent!Y'J Intelligence Agency ~1 t'\ 
(CIA), on a strictly confidential .basis'.(~.J..") ~ 

, , ~ 
Richard Bissell, Deputy Director, Plans, CIA, is )'i' 

being seriously considered lor a top job at the State Department.~~ 
If he takes th e posi ti o.n, he would be a Deputy Under Secretary ~~ ~ 
with "very special responsibiliti es." Bissell alre'ady has ~~ 
received the offer and has not given a reply. He is trying to ~j 
decide whether or not to leave CIA and in this connec1;ion-, he .. 

~ lfJi 11 be .. consulting wi th A11en Dulles. C~_.iJf) , '! .. ~ 

It 
~ '. Bissell is closely connected. with several top officials~' 

in the Ke,nnedy administration such as McGeorge Bundy and Walter ~ t' 
RostQw. He reportedly has other olose oonnections with the ~~ t 
Democrat·i-c ~arty built up over a period of years. t!1..; l{,lj . ~l 

II 
'. 'Information received by us in the past indicated that ""t 

Bissell ]J,ad entertained rather liberal economic views. Hi; ties 
in the Democratio Party would be with the liberol wing.(~lt.,) 

Since he has been Deputy Director, Plans, CIA, w.e ~rit 
have not experienced any difficulties with him. Ther(}, have be&·n l' 
few occasions to deal with him directly and , in all instances, ~ 
he has been co operative. <1-! [4), ~,~ 
ACTION.; '~. v.. 

'" OFor in/ormation. I /~ /;; ~ ~tM 

;J~:~:~~~~80n8 !I'".~:~.;:,-' . 0 a 
1 (LA ~, .' ',' ,- " \,.j ~~ - Belmont ~ ::;.",' ,"." 

1
1 - Liaison. . O,t ,"" /..-, U-_' .. ') 03 _' /A; 

- Pap i c~" ~?!i~' ..<. I . 17) V" ~ 
~~Idl/ - ......... ---
-r 

- --.--- -- - --'---"-------:--------------
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. ("\DARDFOHMNO.~64 . ~ .. ~ 

·'··UJjice M~ t1 'dum .• UNJTED I 
"",""r 

, Jftl. LAUD}!t ~ 
FROM : V. P. KEUvt " 

. ' . i 1 J 
\ . 

11ICHARD. \~VIN BISSELL, JR. 

June 28.,. 1948 
DATE: 

<SUBJEGT: 

EUROPEAN RECOVERY PROORAM - -) 

As requested 
Roach on June. 24, 1948 ~in-t""'e-I-~v-=-i-e.1i8----'d..r------------------L"""""""', 

~!r. ':'::':' "'r. 
t(!-.;". t..~
'!."r~ :a:, ... ·~ -
!.~. co,tte::::=: 
!.~. =·1~.·:1n 

~'~. ~:d~ .. ~ 
i&:: r~~~.~,~~l~_- . 
~!:". ':r~C7-
Mr. ~~.J!".r -
!.~. C8.t;:--,r-
].!r. H~r.:!~r"--
Mr. l~xn!or-d -
Mr. Jor:es --
~. ~u1r.n~~ 1 

Tale. Roc:n __ 
llr'". Nease 
Miss Btn~ 
M!~s .Jr.nd ... ~--

r..l ~ ~~-< ,,'~ 
1-: lL,fJ.,-~,-.. '. ---tated J • •• !--...."........,.......,,......,.....,..6:' . , . b 6 

view of the ,,,,ct that Bissell b 7 C 

t Idur~g the' :perio, 9 ... 0 9. , . e r ,-b7 D 
1 I He sta..ted ~t i t ~s hi's opiilion t ;t.sse -was a good economist, ,t~·(:;, 
~~ the.....tadic~ t~~ He 'etated tha.~ Bissell 11",a great ~heorie:s on economics 
but 1mS nQt well ~ d01iP--to~arth appUca~iqns. . He stated that at one time 
B;issell -was conside~ed foI' tb,e position- 0$ Deputy Direc'tor of the Office of War 
Mo~i1ization and RecQnvers~on but tpa,t he ~timatelY did not fee~ that B£ssell was 
capable-of handling ~uch a.pOsition in view of h,is lack of administratiye abUity~ He 
.stated that ~s an econQmist Bis.sell is p:r:obably oneot the best but that he would need ""lI 

considerable .supervi~on to ~ his theories workable. He states that from a. loyalty 
"Viewpoint pe has .no he~tai!iQn in :recol)llllend,ing B:ifisell, as he feels that he is ultra-

. conservative and 'is en.tirel~¥: loyal. to tne present ':form of government. In substance, 
. -I I'etates ~t he "WOuld r~cominend Biss~U from a loyalty viewpoint, but that 

. it 'he is being consi.d~ed --for an administrat.ive position, he would have to place 
certain reservations: on h1~ recommBr;ldation.; furth~r, that Bissell' s ~~onomi~ op~?ns 
shouldte aa,n?pl'iately diluted. lti th cOpmlon seJ}se to make them workable. 

. I . -, I has aElked that hi~ ru;une be kept ~on£idential in any reports 
~ompileid as a refiUlt of this interview. - - ~ .... 

.RECOMMENDATION: / 

. . 
It is reCQpmended that thie mElmoran~'UJij. 'be referred to the Inv'ilt:1,gatsivel} 

Div].sion for its...¥ormation~ . U. I. 1\. ~ 

RRR:t.1.c 

" 
, • ... AlR .... P Q 1 

I . , 

. ,(ECORD£/J'''16 
lNDEJ<ED • ?6 

EX-116 , 

i VI W'" .$ :JjlUJl'lll.llir ....... ,' 

\ 
~ 

5(4"-iiA. 1 
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