U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
October 28, 2022

MR. JOHN R. GREENEWALD JR.
SUITE 1203

THE BLACK VAULT

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384-4520

FOIPA Request No.: 1375793-001
Subject: BUCKLEY, WILLIAM FRANCIS

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
that are responsive to your request. The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United States
Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which indicate the
types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate exemptions are
noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted
to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The checked exemption
boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions.
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362 pages were reviewed and 242 pages are being released.

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

N Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other
Government Agency [OGA].

| This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you.

v We are consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information
when the consultation is completed.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals.
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation
of Exemptions.



For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request,
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail,
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison at
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park,
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769.

See additional information which follows.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief
Record/Information

Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosure(s)

This is the first interim release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being
provided to you at no charge. Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed.

Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main entity record search of the Central
Records System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and the
standard search policy, see the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum General Information Section.

As previously indicated, document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information
concerning another agency (ies). We are consulting with the other agency (ies) and are awaiting their response. Our
office has processed all other information currently in our possession. The FBI will correspond with you regarding
those documents when the consultation is completed.
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FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed

information.

Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

@)

(ii)

5U.S.C. 8§552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §8 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC 8§ 3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@

(ii)

(iii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a
B)™)(E), ())(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.8 § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.8 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do
not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative,
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices,
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.

a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of
an investigation

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every
person, subject, or entity.

Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment,
naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld,;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information ( A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ
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Memorandum to Mr. Revell from Stanley Klein
RE: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE BY THE

CIA IN THE BUCKLEY KIDNAPING;

BEIRUT. LEBANON:

MARCH 16, 1984 ‘

b3
b7E
~ On June 8, the Director of the FBI authorized the
. Criminal Investigative Division to furnish non-operational
s investigative assistance, upon receipt of a written request for .,
assistance, which contained an acknowledgement that the U.S. b6
State Department was awaxe of, and concurred in, the request and, ¢
2) | | b7D
[ |was aware of and concurred in this request for b7E

assistance.

A team of Special Agents is being formed to

render this assistance which will also include forensic assistance

from the FBI Laboratory and Identification Division, if needed.

-2 -




Memorandum to Mr. Revell from Stanley Klein
RE: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE BY THE
CIA IN THE BUCKLEY KIDNAPING;

BEIRUT, LEBANON; |

MARCH 16, 1984

All communications relating to that assistance
will be code named| | on June 13, 1984J
rSnnexxisnr*_Sexnice_Unit, Records Management Division, and
Supervisor, Special File Room, Records
Management Division, advised that a check of both Bureau and
Special File Room .indices disclosed no previous case code name

Inasmuch as this investigative assistance will deal
with a matter involving serious international political
ramifications, to include sensitive contacts with foreign

officials as well as high ranking United States officials b6 -
involved in sensitive diplomatic negotiations for the b7C i
United States government, it is also being requested that b7E

all matters pertaining to this request be xecorded in
and maintained by personnel of the Special File Room, ]
Records Management Division. ﬂ

Access to this file will be limited to s
Messrs. Oliver B. Revell, Assistant Director, CID; J
Wayne Gilbert, Deputy Assistant Director, CID; Stanley Klein,
Terrorism Section Chief, CID; he
‘Explosives Unit, FBI Laboratorv;:l
Intelligence Division; and | Terrorism
Section, CID.

Support employees | lof the
Explosives 'Unit, FBI Laboratory; _
| Texrorism Section, CID and|
Laboratory Division, will also have access.

#
1 ¥
ey ' o,
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Mr. William Francis Buckley was born on 30 May 1928 in
Medford, Massachusetts. His parents, William Henry Buckley
and the former Mary Esther Harxrington are both deceased.

1 a

| Mr. Buckley is single.

. Massachusetts in 1946.

Mr. Buckley graduated from Stoneham High School in Stoneham,
He attended Boston University from 19%2

until 1955 where he received a B.A. degree in government and
international relations. He attended Harvard University in 1956.

Mr.-Buckley joined the U.S. Army in 1947, attended combat
engineering school at Fr. Belvoir, Va., and served on active : .
duty as an ammor special forces engineer until 1952. He remained
with the U.S. Armmy reserves and returned to active duty in 1957
as an airborne ranger for special warfare. He left active duty in
1958 as a captain. He retired from the U.S. Army rxeserves in 1981
with the rank of Lt. Colonel. "

From 1955 until 1957, Mr. Buckley worked as a self-employed
building contractor specializing in small building and repair projects.
From 1959 to 1961 he as employed by the Town of Concord,

Massachusetts as a reference librarian in their Free public Library.

He worked briefly in 1961 "as Assistant Librarian in the public library
in the Town of Winchester,

Massachisetts and then became the Assistant
Director of the public library in the Town of Lexington, Massachusetts
where' he remained until 1965.

In 1965, Mr. Buckley began his civilian federal service with
employment by the Department of the Army where he served both in the
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- ON b/7272/84 LEGAT PARIS TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THAT IT
.WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO FORWARD
|_TO FBI HEADQUARTERS. LEGAT SHOULD IMMEDIATELY FORWARD THOSE

|_TO FBI HEADQUARTERS WHICH BILL, IMMEDIATELY RELAY RESULTS TO FBI
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AND ADVISE FBI-HEADQUARTERS IF
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| BY REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE L723/B4 LEGAT PARIS UAS
REQUESTED+ IF POSSIBLE-

THE NID-EAST TERRORIST °
GROUP ISLANIé JIHAD+ UWHICH IS ALLEGEDLY STILL HOLDING HOSTAGE BEIRUT
LIA STATION CHIEF WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY.

4 ADVISED LEGAT PARIS

| LEGAT PARIS CONFIRMED TELEPHONICALLY T

£/22/84 IN A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH SSA e
. OF THE TERRORISH SECTION THAT COULD o PE
| BE TRANSHITTED TO FBI HEADQUARTERS FOR FURTHER RELAY TO .

FBL INVESTIGATIVE TEAN IN BEIRUT~ THEREFORE: NEGATING NEED FOR

ATTACHED REQUESTS LEGAT PARIS T0O InméDIATELY FORWARD
T0 FBI HEADGUARTERS
FOR FUTHER RELAY TO FBI INVESTIGATIVE TEAM IN BEIRUT. ;
ATTACHED ALSO CONFIRMS THAT EVENING OF b/R9/8N.

B8Y FBI JNVESTIGATIOE TEAI TRAVELING TO BEIRUT IS NO LONGER NECESSARY.
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On June 7, 1984, the éxa requested non~operational
investigative assistance of the FPBI in locating Buckley and
the other kidnaped individuals. ©Oan June 8, 1984, the Director
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of the FBI authorized that aszsistance. A team composed b7E

of supervisory Speclal Agents is being formed at FBI

Headquarters to furnish that assistance. Th
FBI ies being coordinated by SSA
of the Terrorism Section, Criminal Investigative

Divigion. Enttersrzﬂlnting_:n_ig:ensig]assistance ywill be
cooxdinated by SSA Explosives Unit,
FBI Iaboratory. -

It is anticipated that within the next several

weeks three agent members will be deployed to Beirut to render
non-operational investigative assistance.

Recelving officcs arce requested to query any
cperational or informative assets considered appropriate
for any information pertaining to this matter.

In view of the very sensitive nature of this matter, which
involves international political ramifications, recelving offices
ars requested to limlt dissemination of information contained
herein only to thosc in the PBI with a demonstrated need to know.
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5 - ? . ALL THFPORMATION CONTATNED
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Memorandum

DATE 08-30-2022 ﬁ%[::::::::]ﬁﬁﬁ

da

Adm, Sor
Crim. tnv
o,

Invell.
Loboretory e
Ceogol Counn e,

June 27. 1984 Pl iay. b6
Rec. Mgote e b 7C

Toch. Servs. c—nTE
From Treining
7" B. Revell OH. of Cong.
& Public Affsenn

Telephone RMe e
Subject : Dlrector’s Soc’y .

To =
The Director Pate

is the code name for non~operational
assistance being furnished to the Central Intelligence Agency
(CXA) regarding the kidnaping of CIA Station Chief, William F.
Buckley on March 16, 1984 in Beirut. Lebanon.

PURPOSE: The purpose is to advise of the formation of an FBI
investigative team to assist the CIA in locating its Beirut Chief
of Station, William F. Buckley, who was kidnaped March 16, 1984.

RECOMMENDATION: None, for information only.

APPS hdm, @ cgrxm.-..
Critn,1e ot Cong, =
Dirset UrHe Al \
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S : Il’

agked Mr. Oliver B. Revell., Assistant Director, Criminal
Investigative Division (CID), for assistance in the Agency’s
investigation regarding the kidnaping of CIA Station Chief,
William F. Buckley, on March 16, 1884 in Beirut, Lebanon.

On June 8, :1984. you authorized assistance to the CIA
in its investigation to locate its kidnaped Chief of Station,

William F. Buckley, pending receipt of a formal request b3
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Memorandum to Director from O. B. 'Revell
RE:

£r0m| | This request, a copy of which is
attached, was received at FBI Headguarters on June 22, 1984. The
Special Agents (SA) assigned will be non-operational, but will
assist in the agsessment and analysis of information received as

well as offer suggestionsg regarding avenuesg of investigative
inquiry tol |

The SAs assigned to t] i i i team will be b3
Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) |o£ the Newark b6
Office, SA jof the Washington Field Office. b7C
S$8A lof the Intelligence Division, FBIX b7D
Headquarters, and SSA| | of the Terrorism b7E
Section, CID, SSAI |has considerable criminal experience ‘
in kidnaping matters, and

| SA1I Iz al

|[FBI veteran withl|
|Iparticularly in|

[ sA] |spent | [of his life
in
Ssk1 |will coordinate the investigative

input of the FBI at CIA Headquarters and will serve as a liaison
officer in this matter between FBI Headquarters and CIA
_Headguarterg., a dutv he digcharged asl

ssal | of the Intelligence Division,
¥BXI Headquarters will accompany SAs| |to
Beirut and remain for a short period to facilitate establishment
o jaigon with the ican gy and b3
ssA [has been in b6
IBeiruc several times during the last year ag| | 2;3
|
| | ssal was B
| i

An that capacity traveled to Beirut concerning terrorism-related
matters on numeroug occasions. )




Memorandum_to Director from O. B. Revell
RE:

SSA| |o£ the Explogives Unit of the
FBI Laboratory, also a former member o£|

assistance, if needed.

i will coordinate any forengi

Cc

t is anticipated that SSA|

|SA| and

ss will accompany

|to‘Beirut. Lebanon on

June 28, 1984.
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