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PREfACE 

The Ku Klux Klan is once again receiving public attention. This 

time, the problem of integration has been the occasion. In ,order to better 

under.stand -the Ku Klux Klan of today, a review of Klan activities during 

_,other periods of United states history will be helpful. UsuallJ., it has been 

during periods of social unre,st that the Klan and similar organizations have 

risen to their greatest heights. 

The Klan has .been ci.osen for attention because it has become 

the. best known of many ,organizations with similar aims and purposes. The 

alliterative name, Ku Klux Klan, is catchy and easy to remember, with an 

air of mystery about it well suited to a secret order. This name has b~n 

used by varJ.ous groups. who a.ought to capitalize on the Klan '.s name in 

forming _organizations whose activities could best be promoted through a 

haze of mystery and :,ritual. 

Section I of th,is study is a brief historical summary of Klan 

.activities in the period fr,om 1865 to 1944. It is to be understood that this 

is not an exhaustiye study of the history of the Ku Klux Klan. D: is 

simply an introductory summary to the subject,. organized to delineate the 



I 

basic nature-of the Klan and its ideas. Section n, whic.h is to follow, will 

be a more detailed analysts of the renewed activities of the Klan after 1944. 

This monograph has been compiled from public-source and 

confidential material. 
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A. 

The original Ku Klux Klan was formed as a social organization - . 

in Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1865. Southern leaders transformed it into a 

vigil.ante group during Reconstruction ye.ars, but acts of violence committed · 

.in the n~e of the Klan caused them to disband the organization. 

The Klan was revived in 1915 by William Jos.eph Simmons. 

After 1920, it grew rapidly under the guidance of profe.ssional promoter 

Edward Yo)lllg Clarke. ';['he Klan reached its zenith in a,bout 1925 under 

Hiram . Wesley Ev.ans, but revelations of terroristic practices. and political 

corruption re.suited in a decline of Klan activities. _after 192.5. A brief 

resurgence started in the late 19.30s under James A . Coleseott. In the 

early_1940,s, advers:e publicity linked the Klan with the German-American 

Bund, and a brutal murder l>rought on an investigation of the Klan by the 

State of Georgia. The Federal Government sought to colle·ct back taxes 

for the years 1921 to 192.4 and for 1926. In June, 1944, Colescott . 

announced that the Klan was suspending operations. By 1945, however, 

Klan activities had resJlllled under different le_ader.ship. 
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B. Co_nc_l~iqn_s 

1. Chao.tic conditions in the South during Reconstruction 
days brou.ght about the rise of the first Ku Klux Klan 
as a vigilante· .organization to intimidate the N egroe.s 
and .restore white supremacy . 

.2. The Klan was revived in 1915 as an organization of "pure 
Americanism" based on a fourfold progr_am of antagonism 
to Catholics, .Jews, Negr.ees, and persons of foreign 
birth. • 

3. The revived Klan was conceived and directed by 
promoters who sought political power and. personal 
wealth by capitalizing on racial and religious intolerance. 
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L THE K~ Qr THE ~CQN~RUCTIQ:N P~QD 

A. No_r:th an~ .south D_ivided oy.~z .Blaven 

One hundred years ago the stage was bein_g set f.or the 

emergence of the Ku Klux Klan. On March 6, 18?7, the Supreme Court 

decided the-Dred Scott Case, holding _that Congress had no power to 

prohibit ,slavery in tbe territo.ries. The decision. added fuel to the growin_g 

controvezsy between the North and the· South on the subject of slavery. By 

1860, it was· apparent that peaceful compromise-of differences cO)l].d not 

pe had, and, in 1861, the country was. plunged into a fGJll'-year Civil War. 

Wn.atever may have been the other important reasons contr.ib~tin_g 

to the secession of the Southern States. from the Union, it soon J>e·came 

apparent that abolition -Of slavery was the dominant pul>lic i;ssue to. be decided 

by the war. President Lincoln dlffered with Congress as to how this was. 

t<?- be accomplished, the Chief ExecJ:ltive favoring :a gradual ch,a:n_ge within: 

the framew..ork of existing state governments, .and Congress insisting that 

reconstrµction efforts pe based on the premise that the Southern States. 

were conquered tezritory. 

•,··· ., 
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Lincoln did not live. to· .see the . end of the war. President 

Johnson .favar·ed a program sirnUar to Lincolri' .s, ·and.since Congress 

dld nat meet again until December~ 1865, he placed his program into 

effect during .tbe ·.snmmer of that year. Pr.avislonal governQr.s. were 

appointed fer the Southern Sta.te,s, under liberal reorganization terms. 

Jt was left .up to- the states ~ .decide· 1f the franchise would be given to· 

Negroes-. 

. B. . l,JIUtary .Gove~ent ·R:ules. UJ.e· S9uth 

When .. Congre,s,s. me1 in December) 1865, it ref:used te admit 
. . 

the repr.esentativ.e.s. of the Southern States . .and set up .a.Joint Committee on 

Reconstruction. to 1nv.e.s.llgate the ,situation. starling in Mar.ch, 1867, 

Congress enacted a s.eries. of Reconstruction. Acts. which .declared that, 

.except in Tenne.ssee, no· legal governments e~d in the former Confederacy. 

The Southern states. were divided into five mUitary districts· 'Qlider cqntrol 

of the Army:. • The: commanding ._general of each district was .order~d to 

compile ,a Ust ot' vo,ter.s in .each .stale:, mchiding _Negr.oes. 

When the .regi,stratiPn of voters was· completed, it wu found 

that 103,000 Negr.oes and 625,000 whites· were· e~le· fo.r the franclµ.s~. 
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. Nearly 2.00, 000 whites. had ,been. di,squalified .on the grolDld that they had 

vahmtarily aided the Confederacy. In five states there were Ne_gro 

majorities.. But even though Negr.o vo_tera were in the majority, leadership 

was _ass;um~d by w~e men -- carpetb.agger.s (Northerners who had .come 

to the South _in the ·~ope of gaining power and fortune) and ~calawag~ (~ern 

whites who .supported tile Rec·onstrJiction governments). 

C. 

The Union Le.ague, sometime.a. called the Loyal League,. was 
:t 

organized in 18.62 to promote the Union cause during the ·civil War. .It 

.distributed w,ar literature, .raised money for the rellef of soldiers, and 

recr,d;ted ,both .white .and _Negro vollUlteers· for the Union Army. 

After the w.ar ended, the. activities .Qf the Union League were 

extended .into the South. Negr.oe,s were- admitted to member,ship, and the· 

carpetbagger.a .and s.calawags ,soon .saw .in the League a potent .instrument 

for .c&ntrol,llng the Negre vote. VariOll.S. methods were used to. keep the 

N egr,oes· under control :__ ~ght meetin~ impressiv~ ceremonies.:, solemn 

oaths~ par.ade.s and .drills., and threats of being returned to .slavery. strict 

.di$cipline ws maintained by the white leader,s. .Boon, nearly the entire 

colored papulation was br.ought under the inflwmce of the League. 
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b ., Vigilante _Groups A+iae 

_Southern whites found the situation .intolerable, for as long 

,as the Negr,0 v.ote was controlled by Reconstr:uctian force,s ~elr position 

w.as ~_peless. As a r.esult, vigilante o.rganizations came into existence 

tlu-oughout the So~ as a means of intimidating Negro voters and forcing 

them to renounce their new political power. One of the largest was the 

Knights of the Wn.tte C.amellia:, formed _in Loui,siana in 1867. others bore 

,sµch des·criptive names as the P,ale Faces, the White- Brotherhood, and 

the Order ·of the White Ro.se. The most famous, however, was the 

orgaot~aliBrl that came to. be: known as the Ku Klux Klan. 

E:. Ku Klux K~ Starts _as- a Socj,al Club 

AccordJ,ng to. many histo,rians, the Ku Klux Klan started .innocently 

enough. In De~ember~ 18.6_5, a gr.oup of ex-Confederate soldier.sin Pulaski, 

Tennessee, decided to fo~m a secret social clu,b. They took the Greek 

' word for circle, kuklo,s1 for a name,. which. soon became K_u Klux , with 

.Klan added for alli~eratie,n. An .old, aJi>andoned house was used .for the cl)lb's 

~tion .ceremonies. The Negroes. in P;ulaski we.re frightened by the 

mysterious activitie,s taking place in a house which .they .believed ta be 
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iul1D1te<l. This fact s8011 ,became known to the club members, who )legan to 

cir.cu1ate· .stor,-es. that the· haunted house· was. pein_g visited by ghosts. of dead 

Confederates who were concerned over the activtties of their former slaves. 

Before-lon_g, mounted parades· were added. Horses with muffled 

koofs walked noiselessly .over the g:round,with.both, horses and .riders: 

fantastically gar})ed. The hoUBes of the more a_ggre;ssive N egroe,s~ were 

vi,sited .in the nighttime J>y these gha.stly riders, but the .object,.at tlus time·, 

was .only to .frlglnen the Ne_groe,a. The methpci was· so effective that it soon 

.spread t(), other -~omrnimJUe~·. 

F. Southe~ Leader.a Take_ Over the Klan 

Shortly .after the Reconstruction Acts of 1867 were pasaed by 

Cengre.ss,. .some ,Southern leade.r,s took .aver .the Klan .at a. meeting in 

Nashville, Tennessee. Most historians' place Gener.al N.athan Bedford 

• Forrest, a celebrated Confederate ·cav..alry leader 1 as· t.b.e- leader o! the· Klan 

mu-ing the Reconstruction period. Although Forrest denied being .a me_mber 

af the Klan in testimony before a congressional committee mvest:igaUoe the· 

Klan in 18'11, it was. apparent· .tlu¢ he had the knowledge .of .a very hi_gb..-r,anking 

leader of the Klan. 



The Nashville meeting_ s·et up an oath .of secrecy to be taken 

by all members, and set the pattern for· the mysterio'Q.S names and mumbo 

jumbo connected with the Klan which exist to this day. ThEn:~titution, or 

Prescript, provided for an Empire, i. e., the Southern States. This Empire 

soon: became known .as the Invisible Empire, an:d was· divided into Realms 

corresponding to individual states. ReaJros were. divided into Dominions 

(groups of counties approximating congressional districts); Dominions into 

Provinces (counties); and Provinces into Dens (local units). Officers wer.e 

designated un:der mysterious titles·: the Grand WiZard of the Empir·e.and 

his tea Genii; a Gran:d Dragon: of the Realm .and hiS eight Hydras; a Grand 

Titan of the D.ominion. and his six Furies.; a Grand Giant of the Province and 

his four GoblinS; a Grand. Cyclops of the Den.and his two Night Hawks; a 

Grand Magi; a Grand Monk; a Grand.Scribe; a Grand Exchequer; a Gra;nd 

Turk; and.a Grand Sentinel. Ordi.Iiary run-of-the-mill members were known 

as· Ghouls. 

G. Klan Prin:clples Set Forth 

A .revised .Prescript of the Klan iii 1868 stated tha'.t the Klan's 

principles included " ·all that is chivalric in conduct, noble· in sentiment, 

generous in.manhood, and patriotic in purpose." It listed three objectives: 
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1. To protect the:weak, the innocent, and the defenseless 

.from .the. indignities, wrongs., and outrages of the lawless, the violent, and 

the brutal; to relieve the injured and oppressed; to succor the_ .. suffering,and 

unfortunate, an:d especially the widows and orphans of Confederate.soldiers. 

2. To protect and defend .the Consfihrtion of the United .states 

and all laws passed, in conformity thereto, and to protect the States. and .the 

people thereof. from .all invasion from .any source Whatever. 

3. · To aid -and.assist in.the execution of all constitutional 

laws, and .to protect the people from unlawiul seizure-, and from trial except 

by their -peers iJi conformity to the· laws of the land. 

On paper, thes·e were worthy aims . .It wa:s, however,. in the list 

of questions- to be asked .and satisfactorily an:swered by prospective members 

that the true purpose of the Klan was revealed. Included wer~ such .questions 

as: 

1. Are you opposed ta the priliciples and policy of the Radical 

Party, and to the Loyal League, and the.Grand Army of the Republic.?' · 

2. Are· you oppoe.ed to Negro equality, both .social and 

political? 

S. Are you in favor of a.white maif's government in.this 

.country? 
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4. Are you in favor of the r·e-enfranchisemen'.t and 

emancipation'. of the_ white men of the South .and. the restitution to the 

. Southern people of· all their rights? • 

H. Klan. Expands Rapidly 

The .Ku Klux.Klan.expa.ncle~ rapidly throughout the South. The 

air of mystery surrounding its activities, {tie robes and masks, the,silent 

parades, the midnight rides, the mysterious language alid commands - all 

. were effective weapons .with which.to terrify the Negroe·s and to intimidate­

the carpetbaggers: alld .scalawags.who led .them. 

Although .the Prescript of the Klan. set up an. elaborate chain of 

command, in. actual practice control over local units-was largely lacking. 

This led to excesses being committed.by reckless.and.even lawless local 

leaders. Floggings·, tar-and-feather parties·, and other terroristic acts 

became commonplace. In addition, persons and groups who had n:o connection 

.with the Klan .utilized .its methods and regalia: to commit acts. of violence .for 

which the Klan was blamed. 

I. Original Kla:Ii .Disbanded 

Terror and violence in the n:am-e of the- Klan became so pr·eval.ent 

by the. end of 1868 that some leaders of the Klan, realizing that they had.set · 
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in motion. a piece of machinery whose power they had not f or'eseen. and 

.which was. rapidly getting _beyond .their contr'ol, ordered..the Klan clis·banded. 

I.Ii.spite of. this action'.,. local organizations continued, some .of them for 

several years. As a result, on:e state. after. another enacted _legislation 

designed to:curb Klan activities. In. some states, martial law was proclaimed. 

When·.these.steps failed to restore order, action.by:.Congress was inevitable. 

In May, 1870, Congress passed the fir$'! three· Enforcem.ent 

Acts. This' legislation. was designed to penalize those found .guilty of _using 

,force, bribery, or· intimidation.to prevent citizens from voting. A s·econd 

.and stricter. Enforcement Act was passed.in.February, 1871. The. third 

.Enforcement Act, sometimes- called the Ku .Klux Act, was passed in April, 

18171. It specifically covered the_various.activifies·. attrtbuted to the.Klan., 

and.authorized .the Preirident of the United.Sques to uS'e.troops to enforce 

its proviS'io~ and to suspend the. writ of -habeas corpus. when he deemed .it 

necessary to do .so. 

IJi.October, 187°1, President Grant utilized these powers. in nine 

.counties in.South .. Carolina where violence.and brutality had been most rampant. 

The trials and conVictions that followed no doubt accounted, at least in part, 

for' f:b.e. sharp· decline from this· time on in the number of such .acts attributed 

to the Kl~. 

-9-



In.May, 1872, Congregs passed.an.amnesty act which restored 

political rights. to all .but .a few hundred ex-Confederates·. All Federal troops 

.wer.e Withdrawn.from the South by 18'17, and.home rule.was.restored. there. 

The.Reconstruction Pel'iod .an'.d.the-.era of the first Ku KluxJClan were over. 
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Il. THE KLAN DURING
0

.AND AFTER .WORLD WAR I 

A. .Klan:.:aevival Linked to Other- Intolerant Movements 

Chaotic conditions in_the· South .. after the.Civil War largely' 

-explained .the. riSe of the origilial Klan. This explanation is not valid for 

the revival of the Klan during.and after-World .War L It flourished, -not as 

.a .result of relative.social chaos, but as a commer'cial.,promotional scheme 

directed .by unscrupulous promoters.who capitalized on.various hatreds, 

p:rejudi~es, intole-rances> and the postwar relaxation of ethics·.and morals' 

bi this country to .create an .iliviSible-.empire based.on fear, violence, and · 

.. secrecy. There. was money to be made iii this .type of social raek~teerin:g. 

The .. s'pirtt of nativism whichspawned the Know-Nothin:g movement 

of the 1850s-and .the American Protective Association forty yearslater.-was 

part of the postwar hysteria: which made,the Klun revival possible .and 

pl"ofitable. A re'Vimv of these and other examples of expressions of racial 

and religious prejudice.through .the years is set forth below to show the 

. historical backgroulid of intolel'ance upon which .the revived Klan .was. base4. 

1. • The Know-Nothing Movement 

The.Know-Nothing movement grew out of the .n:a:tiViS'm -engendered 

by the.increasing.rate of immigratidn·to this country in the mid--1800s. 
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. Although it was.intolerant of all immigrants, it was. predominantly an 

. anti-Roman, Catholic movement. Such .intolerance. was_ branded by 

. Abraham·Lincolli* in these:.words: 

,. ... How can. any one who abhors the . oppression 
of negroe~, be in favc,r of degrading classes of white 
people? ... As. a. nation, we· began. by declaring. that 
'all men_ar-e created.equal.' We.~ow practically read 
.it 'all men.are created.equal, except negroes.' When 

. the.Know·-Nothings get control, it will reacl. 'all men 
.are c·reated equal, except.negroes, and foreigners, 
·and .catholics.' ... " (1) • 

Local societies were.formed .to combat "foreign" influences-· 

. and.to upbaldthe. ''Americann view. Efforts were dir.ected toward electing 

only native Americans. to office. and requiring a 25-year residence. for 

citizenship. Attempts. to question. supposed 'leaders.concerniD'.g the· movement 

. were met with.statements to the.effect that they kiiew nothing.- hence, the 

. name Know-Nothing arose. Although. there . was .never a politi.cal or~ation 

b~g this name·, the mqvement grew· so rapidly that by· 1855 it openly 

.. assumed.the name. American Party. This party was.hopelessly Split over· 

the issue of '31:avery, and the,str-ength of the· movement was soon btoken. 

2. The American. Protective. Association 

The American. Protective-Association. was an.anti-Catholic 

.organ:!Zation.formed in-Clinton, Iowa, on March 13, 1887, • by a group of 

~ .. a letter to JoShua F. Speed dated .. A~t ~4, 1855, at Springfield, IDinoi~. 
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s~ven men,iled .by Henry F . Bowers, who sought to curb the number of 

. Catholics in this country by restricting· immigration and to preserve. the 

public schools.from: what they viewed .as the·. Catholic purpose to subvert 

them. As the organization developed, · it seized every opportunity to 

create a fear of imminent Catholic control of the. United .States, utilizing 

lurid.anti-Catholic propaganda without regard for truth or decency. In 

its campaign to restrict immigration, the American Protective Association 

called.for prohibition.of the importation of pauper labor; restriction of immi­

gration to those . proving their qualifications for citizenship; and. a change .in 

the laws so that no aliens would .be naturalized. or allowed.to vote unless 

they spoke the English language .and had lived for seven continuous years 

in this country. 

By capitalizing on racial and religious intolerance, the American 

Protective Association grew rapidly. It reached .its peak in 1895-96, when 

it claimed a membership of 2,500,000 persons. No accurate figures are 

.. available; however, it is doubtful if actual _member&'hip was· ever much more 

than 1,000,000. 

The American .Protective Association declined steadily after 

1896. The Presidential candidates in 1896 were. William McKi.Iiley an:d 
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• William J. Bryan:, and-Bryan'.s proposal for the.free.and unlimited.coinage 

of silver became the dominant political issue.of the day. The leadership of 

the American Protectiv~ As·sociation had refused to.support McKinley's 

nomination because some of his intimate friends and .backers were. Catholics. 

This· caused.a split in the organization, one faction endorsing McKinley's 

nomination while.another faction .condemned.such action. Public attention 

became focused on other issues, particularly after the outbreak of the 

. Spanish-American Wa:r in 1898. Little was heard of the American Protective 

ASsociation. after 1900, although it existed, at least in.name, until about 1911. 

3. The Rising Tide .of Iml¢gration 

Intolerance of persons of foreign birth was one of the·Jundamental 
. . 

precepts _of the revived Ku Klux Klan. As has been noted .previously, this 

same intolerance played a part in.the activities of the Know-Nothings .and 

the. American Protective Association. 

Between 1790 and 1840, fewer than a million.immigrants entered 

the. United states. In the next ten years·, however, 1,713,251 immigrants 

arrived, most of them from Germany and Ireland. After the Civil War, the 

United .States entered into a period of industrial expansion. Cheap, ~killed 
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labor was.in. demand. Immigrants came.to this cotmtry in: great numbers 

to fill this demand, but after 1880 the trend .of immigration. changed. The 

bulk of "the old .imm.igration° had come from northern and western-Europ,, 

but by 1896 more than.lialf of all immigrants were coming. fr·om .southern 

.and eastern.Europe. By 1910, "the.new immigration" accounted for four 

fifths of the .immigrants to the United .States. 

The new immigrants.tended to settle in language groups and to 

retain their Old.World .customs. Social conflicts arose. The competition 

of cheap labor brought demands from labor groups that immigration be 

restricted. European immigration continued with few r·estrictions, however, 

during the early 1900s. After. World-War I, European immigrants came to 

the . United States in great numbers, but industry could no longer absorb 

them and the.feeling_;!gainst immigration became very strong. 

A law which refused.admittance to immigrants who could not 

read or write in.at least one language was passed over President Wilson's 

veto in -1917. The quota system of immigration.was first established.in 

1921, and made more restrictive in.1924. The "national origins'.' law· 

went into effect in 1929, limiting·_ the number of quota immigrants to 
. . 

150, 000, and basing the-quota for individual countries on the .number of 

people of those.origins living in .the .United.States in 1920. 
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-4. Thomas E .. Watson. 

During the years before. World war·. I, there wer-e .always. those· 

to fan. the. flames of intolei-ance, to agitate. against the foreign. born, . the 

.Catholics·, and.the Jews. One of the most notorious was Thomas.E. · Wats·on,. 

Populist Party, candidate from Georgia for Vice.President iii 1896 and.for 

President in.1904. .His publication, Watson's ~ine, s·currilously attacked 

Catholics.and.Jews from 1910 until it was 4;lxcluded fr·om .fhe• mails aftei- the 

entry of .the.United states into. World .War I in 1917. ms· book, The.Roman 

CathQlic Hierarchy, publiShed in 1910, was a virulent attack ot,i: .Catholicis•m. 

He.was indicted.three· times. for fhe. publication of this .book, but w~ never 

convicted. In fact, he was elected United .States. Senator from Georgia in: 

1920 and served from 1921 until his death in .192a. 

5. The Menace 

The.anti-Catholic publication, The _Menace, was established 

at Aurora, MiSsouri, in .November, 1911. By its own .. statement, "The Me~e 

was lawtched.in the .belief that the· Roman .Catholic Political Machine, in its 

political intrigues' and its interference ,with establiShed American.inStitutions,­

is the deadliest enemy to our. civiliZation.and libertie~. " It continued 

publication until 1925, and built a: vast circulation on the .most inflammatory 

agitation against the .. Catholic r ·eugion. 
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B. William Joseph-Simmons Revives the Klan in ~915 

Iii 1915, another organizafion .. appeared .-- Knights of the 

Ku Klux.Klan. It was the brain.child of William Joseph Sim~ons, a 

fraternal organizer who has been described _variously as a "dreamer and 

idealistn and .as a "cunning, shrewd adventurer." Knights of the Ku .Klux 

Klan.was chartered by the State of Georgia on December 4, 1915., and by 

the Superior. Court of Fulton_C,ounty, Georgia, on July 1, 1916, as "a purely 

benevolent and -eleemosynary; society ... for· the purpose .of conducting a 

patriotic, secret, social, benevolent order ... " Simmol)S bar.rowed the 

name, the.regalia, and some of the nomenclature of the original Klan, but 

the. organization .. and purp0aes of the two Kl.ans were entir-ely ciµfer.ent. 

C_. Program of~'~Pµre Am.eriean;ism" ~ed on Racial and.Religious 
Prep:rdiee 

• Ostensibly, the Klan .stood. for. "love of country and a pure 

Americanism. " Actually, it capitalized .on. racial and r.eligious prejudices, 

with -a fourfol<l program of antagonism toward.Catholics·, Jews,- Negroes, 
-

and the.foreign born. Klan rituals arid official documents were.couched in 

high--sounding, • patriotic, sentimental ~gua.ge which gave little indication 
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of the .basic .intolerance of the organization:, and could be interpr.eted as the 

.occasion.required. For example, the .oath taken by prospective Klansmen . 

contained. this- masterpiece of literary double talk: 

"I swear that I will most zealously and valiantly 
.shield .and preserve by any and all justifiable means and . • 
methods the:,sacred con:sti.tutioiial rights and priyileges 
of free public.schools, free.speech, free J)ress, separation 
of church .and state, liberty, white supremacy, just laws, 
and .the pursuit of happiness against any encroachment of 
any nature-.by .any person or pe~sons, political party or 
parties, religious.sect or people, native, natlµ"alized, or 
foreign of any ,a.c.e, color, creed, lineage, or tongue 
. whats·oever." l~J 

I 

In.the-case of the Reconstr·uction Klan, it was .in .the questions 

to .be satisfactorily answer.ed .by prospective members that the true purposes 

of the organization became clearer. This.is also true of the.-HQualifying 

Interrogatories" composed. by, Simmons.for candidates for "citizenshipn· in· 

the -nlnvisible.Empire;" as. set forth below: 

,isms: The Knights of the Ku-Klux Klan, as a great 
and ess.entially a patriotic, fraternal, benevolent order, does 
not diseriminafe. against a man on accmmt of his religious or 
political creed, when .sam.e does not conflict with or antagonize­
the. sacred .rights and privileges guaranteed by our civil 
government and.Christian ideals and institution~. 

"Therefore, to avoid .any misunderstanding .and as 
eviden:ee that we do not seek to impase unjustly the requirements 
of this order upon anyone who can not, on .account of his 
religious or political scruples, voluntarily meet our require­
ments and faithfully practice our principles, and as proof that 
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we respect all honest men in their. sacred .convictio~·, 
whether same.are.agreeable with our requirements·.or 
not, we require as an .absolute neces·s1ty on the part 
of each of you .an.affirmative-aQSwer to each of the 

.following . questions: 

"Each .of the.follGwing questions must be.answered by 
(each.of) you with an .emphatic 'YeS'. 9 

'"First. Is . the motive- prompting .your ambition to 
be.a klansman serious and .unselfish-? 

. nsecond. Are you..a native-born_w.hite, Gentile.American: 
.citizen'.? 

"·Third. Are you .absolutely opposed .to and free .of 
any allegiance of any natur.e.to any cause-, GQve.rnment, 
people, sect, or ruler that iS'.forelgn to .the.United .States 
of America? 

:·"Fourth. Do you believe .in .the tenets of the .. Christ.ian 
.religion? • 

"Fifth. Do you esteem the . United States of America: 
JUid its· in:Stitution:s above.any other. Government, civil, 
political, or ecclesiastical, in .. the whole world? 

. "Sixth. Will you, without mental reservation, take­
a solemn oath .to def.end, preserve, an:d enforce sam.e? 

"Seventh. Do you .believe in.clannishness and .will you 
faithfully practice.same· towards klansmen? • 

• "Eighth. Do you .believe .in..and will you faithfully .strive 
for the .eternal maintenance· of white. s'.upr.emacy? 



"Ninth. Will you faithfully obey our. constitution. and 
laws, and. conform willingly to all our usa.ges, requir.ements, 
and regulations? • • 

"Tenth. Can you.be .always depe11-ded on?n (3) 
; 

. D. .Kloran.Outlines Government of Klan 

_Simmons composed.the -Klan's rituals and.published them in.a 

book. called. the Klor~. The following.statement from the. Kloran outlines 

.. the. administrative machinery of the Klan: 

"THE .. GOVERNMENT of the Invisible Empire 
is vested.with.the.Imperial Wizard, the Emperor, 
assisted by his fifteen Genii -- the Imperial Officers 
constituting his-- official family; The gt?vernment of a 
Realm is.vested.with a Grand Dragon, assisted by 
his.nine.Hydras -- the-. Grand Officers; the government 
of a . Province is vested __ with a Great Titan, assisted 

.by his.twelve Futie$ -- Uie,Great Officers, and .a 
Kl.art is governed by an, Exalted.Cyclops, assisted by 
his twelve. Terrors -- the, elective officers of a 
klan. " ( 4) • 

Officers of individual Kl~ were listed.as.follows: 

Exalted. Cyclops 
Klaliff • 
Klokard 
Kludd 
Kligrapp 
Klabee 
Kladd 
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- President 
- • Vice-President 
- Lecturer 
- Chaplain 
- Secretary 
- Treasurer 
- Conductor 



Klarogo 
Kl.exter 

. Klokan (singular) 
Klokann (plural) 
Night-Hawk 

- Inner Guard 
- Outer Guard 

. - Investigator 
- Board of Investigators 
- Charge. of Candidates 

E_. · . Professional Promoters Take Over the Klan 

Whatever else. he may Lave. been, Simmons was not a suc~es·sful 

promoter, for the Knights of the Ku Klux IOan. made little progress. from 1915. 

to. 1920. Simmons has claimed that one of his"trusted. employees em,bezzled 

all of the Klart9s funds in .1916, .but that, in spite of this, he.steadfastly 

refused. the offers of. those who would .coiµmercialize the Klan, even. though 

they would have made him ric~. 

Subsequent events ,belle. Simmonsv Sincerity. On June 7, 1920, 

Simmons, as Imperial Wizard of the Knights.of the X{u Klux Klan, entered 

into a contract with. Edward Young.Clarke wher:eby Clarke.was appointed 

.Imperial Kl.eagle· of· the .Klan in. full charge of the. solicitation. of n~w members. 

Clarke. was a professional fund .raise~. With Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler, \fhom he 

. brought with him into the Klan work, Clarke .had. operated. the .Southern 

Publicity-As·sociation· in.Atlanta, Georgia, specializing in fund-raising . , . 

. campaigns for vario~ groups, such.as the Salvation.Army, the Anti-Saloon 

League, et eeter·a. • 
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Clarke,s'et up a .Propa:gatton.Dep;tttment in the .Klan.to 

organize Klalumits throughout the.country. A high-pressure-, well­

organized campaign_ •as latn1ched.for. members. The- country was 

divided.into various. sales territories, or. Domains, each .supervised by. a 

s·a1es manager· known. as a Grand Goblin. Domai.11Et.were further_ broken 

down into Realms, under the. supervision of King. Kleagles, who wer·e the 

. salesmen_ who actually: solicited member$'hips. Each new member made 

-a contribution: (klectoken) of $10. 00 to the Klan. Clarke's contr.act with 

. Simmons gave. to Clarke $8·. 00 of each $10. oo collected. Out of this $8. oo 

Clarke reimbursed.his solicitors. In practice, the Kl.eagle.who sold. the 

• membership kept $4. 00; 4te King. Kleagle, $1. 00; the Grand. Goblin, 50 cents; 

and.the Imperial Kl.eagle (Clarke), $i. 60. Two 4ollars·.went to the treasury 

of the. Imperial Palace. 

Under the professional leadership of. Clarke and Tyler-, 

membership in the.Klan increased.rapidly. Altho-ugh.accurate .records are 

n:ot a-vaila;ble, hest estimates. are that the m-embership.approximated.2, 500 

when .. Clarke.- signed _his .contract With.Simmons in'. June, 19~0. During the 

. next 15 months, some 90, 000 "aliens''- were "'naturalized" into the· InviSible 

Empire. 
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F. Acts of Terrorism Lead to Congresslonal Inv~tigation 

Simmons and his Klan. have. been described .as." more. or less 

historical accidents. " High-pressure salesmanship applied during .a 

period of" postwar hysteria capitalized on.all the old .intolerances again:st 

Catholics, Jews, Negroes, and the foreign born. "Pure Americanism" was 

. the: slogan. Secret rituals and passwords combined with mysterious language 

and. strange. attire gave the whole operation. an air· of fraternal importance. 

But what the Klan lacked was a legitimate .reason.for existence. True, the 

Kloran did .-state: 

" ... The. prime purpose of this great Order is to 
develop character, practice. clanishness, to protect the 
home. and the chastity of womanhood, and to exem_plify a 
pure. patriotism towards our- glorious country." (a) 

, Such language was not much help to the.members~p in 

defining specific obj-ectives, even when interpreted in the light of the 

portion of the Kla11 oath mentioned previously. One Kl.eagle, seeking 

advice as to what new Kl.ans. should do upon receiving their charters, was 

. told by his King Kl.eagle, ,,.Tell them to clean up their towns. 11 It is not 

surprising that acts of terrorism began to take plac-e. Klansmen, or 

those.purporting-to be Kl~m.en, took it upon themselves to punish persons 
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who had, in their opinion:, violated .. some law, legal or moral. Warninp, 

floggi.np,·, kidnapings, and murde~ beeame.S'o widespread by the.Summer 

of 1921 .that the-House .Committee-. on .R_ule.s·, iD: October, 19.211. held' 

hearings on .Klan.activities. · 

.Simmons pr·qved to be .an evasive.witness.b~ore the.-C.ommittee. 

He de:rtle~ .that the-. KI.an:,was responsible. for acts of vtalence, but ill.thefeW' 
. . 

instances.where.Klan involvement could .be.definitely_ shown:, he .quickly noted 

.. that the cllarlers .of. the-Klans involved.had _been .. -cancelled. His .testimony 

con:slsted largely of self-serving .declarations on. behalf of himself and.tb,e 

.Klan, which. he main,.tailied :Was .an_i.:nnocent, fraiernal o:r'gan'1zation. 

G. .Dis~~nsion Arise~ Within. the Klan 

No action,was. taken-against the Klan. as.a result of. the.0:>Inmittee's 

hearings, and.the leaders.of the .Klan.utilized this.as.an implied .approval 

of Kian.aetiVitie~. Member.ship increased .rapidly under the .promotional . 

direction of.C).arke, but.the .en:ormous possibilities.for profit and power 

soon.brought about a struggle.for control. By Jtme, 1922, Clarke.was ·. 

iSs-uing orders.as.the-.Imperlal Wizard, pro tem, and .. was the . .activ•e head 

.of the.Klan until November, 19.22. Simmons had .been.shunted.into the 



---····· - - ---------------------------

background, allegedly .becaus~: of illness. In.the.meantime, Df. mr·am.we~ley 

Evans, a dentist from .Danas, T~xas,, who had.formerly: acted.as.Exalted 

Cyclops and.as.Great Titan.of the .Klan in.Dallas, came.to Atlanta to assume· 

the-.positio~ .of Imperial Kligrapp (Seeretai'y). 

On December 28, 1921, a petition:, signed by 197 insurgent 

Klansmen, had .been filed .bi..Supe-rior. C0urt, Fulton·.County, Georgia, agaml:Jt 

the Kiughfs .of the .Ku Klux Klan, askin'.g .that a r'eeeive-r be~a-ppointed .for the­

Klan.and .that. C.larke.-and Mr!i. Tyler :be -eiljoined ,and .restrained.from.any 

further.-emmection with. the·.organization:. lt developed that Clarke.and 

Mrs. Tyler, guiding li_ghts,i.n'. this organlzatiOll'..of supposedly high .principles, 

had.been.arrested .in.Mrs. Tyler1.s .house-in-Atlanta 0n:.October 15, 1919, and 

.fined .for diSorderly conduct. 

H. Hiram.Wesley Evans GabuJ,Control 

Tile su-uggle.for .control of the Klan: .. turned into.a battle between 

.Cl.nke, supported by .Simmons, and.Evans. Evans prevailed .and,. on: 

.November. 28, 19~, he·:was-elected .Imperial Wizard to suc·ceed.Sim.mons, 

who w.uJ given the_ title . of Emperor. 
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By February, 1923, Evans had forced .Clarke out of the .Klan. 

It is.worthy of note that on February 28, 1923, Clarke.-was indicted .at 

Houston, Texas, for a violation .. of the.White.Slave Traffic Act allegedly 

taking.place.in February, 192.1 . . On March 10, 1924, Clarke.entered .a 

plea of guilty and paid.a fine .of $5, 000. Clarke .apparently continued his 

promotional activities, for on January 26, 1933, he. was indicted at Jacksonville, 

Florida, for using.the mails to defraud in connection with the promotion of 

The-Esskaye, Incorporated, an organization which -had.been advertised as 

a "super-klan" and.as a "universal brotherhood to further prosperity and 

mutual love. " 

EvaJ)S faced a problem in disposing of. Simmons, for it developed 

that Simmons had copyrighted in his own name.the .Klan.ritual, constitution, 

et cetera, and had filed copies of these-supposedly seer.et documents with 

the Library of Congress. As a result, .Evans was forced .to make a settlement 

with.Simmons. Simmons later said .that he .accepted .$90, 000 in lieu of 

continued payments of $1,000 per month for life, and .that he lost this 

$90,000 in ,a futile.attempt to start a new order, the .Knights of the Flaming 

-Sword. 
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It was under.-the leadership of Evans that the .Klan reached its 

peak. By the· mid-1920s, its membership was .estimated at from 4,000,000 

to 5,000,000; although the . .actual figure was probably much smaller. The 

Klan .claimed to be n:enpolitical, but it controlled politics in many communities 

and was an active force in the elections of 1922, 1924, and 1926. Texas, 

Oklahoma, Indiana, Oregon, and Maine were particularly under· its 

. influence. The Klan's influence was also.felt to some extent in .the Presidential 

campaign of 1928, when.Alfred~- Smith, a .Catholic, was a candidate. 

I. Excesses in-1ndiana Contribute to Downfall of Klan 

The.story of the Klan. in .Indiana is especially_ sordid. Shortly 

. after.·World .War. I, David.C. Stephenson.arrived in Evansville, Indiana, and 

set about organizing .war veterans. When his.first efforts to en,ter politics 

were.unsuccessf~, he joined the .Klan, taking.his war veterans with him. _ 

In 1~22~ Evans gave Stephenson the job of orgaiii:zing the Klan in Indiana. 

Stephenson hired full-time organizers -and.found Indiana to be a fertile field 

. for the Klan's traditional. program directed against Catholics, Jews, Negroes, 

and foreigners, which he extended .to include communists, bootleggers, 

pacifists, evolutionists, and all persons whom the Klan considered.immoral.. 

On July 4, 1923, Stephenson. assumed the office. of Grand. Dragon of the·.Re~m 

of Indiana. 
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. stephenson' s political ambitions continued .and he used .the 

.Klan .to f~ther them. In 1923, wh_en.theGovernor of Indiana was convicted 

of using the mails to defraud, Stephenson seized. the opportunity to point out 

that it was the duty of the Klan to purify and purge .Indiana politics. His 

duplicity will soon.become. apparent .. 

Stephenson took .the .Klan into the Indiana political campaigns of 

1924. Klan candidates were .successful, including the candidate for governor, 

and.Stephenson became.a political power. in .Indiana. 

In the meantime; Stephenson had incurred the enmity of Evans. 

On April 1-7, 1924, or, in.Klan lan~ge-, "·on tire Deadly Day of the Weeping 
. . . 

:Week .of. the.Appalling Month of the Year of the Klan LVll," Evans.signed.an 

lmpe~ial Edict ordering. the ·Klan .in. Evansville, Indiana, to try stephenson 

on charges of conduct "um,ecof:lling. a .Klansman," addressing_ .the order to 

"All Genii, · Gr~d Dragons and .Hydras, Great Titans.and Furies, Giants, 

King.KI.eagles. and.Kl.eagles, ~xalted Cyclops and Terrors, and to .all 

Citize~ of tlie Invisible.Empire, in the name of the valiant and venerated 

dead." 

Stephenson. fought .back, seeking. to separate the.Indiana Klan 

from the "domination" ol: Evans and attacking the. "money-mad" individuals 

seeking to _exploit Kl.a.Ii power selfishly I 
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· .Stephenson charged, among. other. things, that Klan leaders. in 

-Atlanta.were trying to frame him on .a morals charge. In this connection:, 

it is. interesting to note that on May 24, 19.24, a special investigator for 

Imperial Wizard Evans. appeared at the. office . of. the United .States Attorney 

in.Nashville, Tennessee, accompanied by, a woman who said.that in June, 

19.23, she .and .another girl had .accompanied .stephenson. and one of his 

henchmen on.a trip from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Atlanta, Georgia; Nashville1 

Tennessee; andLo~ville, Kentucky. Her story may well have been true, •. 

but when, on.the night of May 28,. 1924, Evan9s investigator and .the .. alleged 

.Victim were .ejected.from .their hotel in Nashville.for im1:D.oral activities, 

prose_cution of. Stephcmson -under the. White.Slave Traffic Act was.declined. 

It appeared that the.sole motive behind the complaint was to use· the Department 

of Justice for the purpos·e . of enabling the .Klan to get rid of Stephenson. 

In the end, it was.Stephenson.who brought about his own 

downfall. On.April 2, 1925, he.was .arrested for· the murder of Madge 

. Oberholtzer. in Mar.ch, 1925. Due .to the prominence of Stephenson and .the 

political implicaf.ions involved, the case.was a controversi~ one, but on 

Noveml)er. l,4, 1925., Stephens.on was.found guilty of second degree .murder·. 

Two days later. he, was sentenced .to life imprisonment. 
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stephenson later said, "I should have been .put in jail for.my 

political activities but I am . .not guilty of murder. " He fully expected that 

Governor Jackson:, who~ he had put into office, would pardon him. When 

no pardon .. was. forthcoming, Stephenson began to divulge, a story of graft 

and corruption in Indiana p·olitics. In Indianapolis; the mayor-was indicted 

.and convicted .for corrupt practices, and six members of the city council 

paid.fines. and.resigned .after being.indicted .for receiving bribes. The 

Go:vernor. was. indicted, but invoked .the. statute of-limitations. Numerous 

lesser officials were involve4. 

. The heyday of the Klan was past. Saner" voices began to prevail. 

True, these.same voices.had .always spoken.out agaill'.St the Klan .. and .all it 

stood for, but the. spirit of the times had .caused their warnings to fall on 

.deaf ears. After 1928, relatively little. was heard of the Klan until the 

.appointment to public office of a former Klansman.called.forth criticism. 

J . Klan Revival Attempted in .19.37 

The-. critical publicity given to the .. appointment of former.Klansmen 
,' 

to public office once again brought the Klan.to the.attention of the American 

. masses. Klan leaders. were . quick to .capitalize upon: the publicity to attempt 

to r-eVive .the organization. On August 1, 1937, a Klan: official announced 
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from Atlanta that plans' w·ere .being .made. for a · r'national Klan .mobilization 

.to crusade.a;gainst un-Amerlcanism, " and that a series of Klan .meetings 

.would be.held .over the.Natfon·,as a pr~test against "alien labor agitation. " 

On.December· 19, 1938, Evans, who still controlled the Klan .. with tll~· title 

of Imperial Wizard, announced .that the Klan.would .hold .a convention the 

following May to organize.a fight against communism·..a.nd.the.CIO!" He said 

. that the .Klan .would reorganize on. a regional. basis of group interests. and 

.aims. rather than. along mere geographical lines. Subsequent Klan propaganda 

to the.effect that the Klarimad dropped its. "opposltion" to .. Catholics, Jews, 

and .Negroes and. would -concentrate. solely on .a "pro-American"'' program 

.. was soon fowid to be. publicity and nothing .more. 

K. James A. Colescott Becomes Imperial· Wizard in 1939 

On June 10, 1939, James Arnold .Colescott succeeded-. Evans as 

Imperial Wizard of the. Knights of the Ku .Klux Klan. . Colescott, a former 

veterinarian, had been.serVing,as.Evans' assistant for. two years and 

.claimed .to have been.an active .Klansman sin'.ce 1923. At the time of his 

election, Colescott stated.that he planned.a four-year ".adroiniAtration of 

action, " and .that the Klan strove to. promote the· in'.terests of the. "native­

born, white, Protestant gentile"· populace of America. 

~ongres·s of Industrial Organizations. 
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. Evans denied reports·· of dissension in .the Klan over policy. 
t 

However, he had . .attr.acted .comment a few monthS earlier by attending .the 

dedication of a new .. Catholic. cathedral in .Atlanta. The Imperial Palace. of 

the Klan.had .. been.sold:to the.Catllolic.church·as.a .site for the.new cathedral 

.in 1938. 

When.he relinquished the office of Imperial Wizard, Evans 

. announced.that he. w·owd .devote his time to his asphalt paving.agency ·in 

Atl~ta. He had.formed this company,. the Southeastern.Construction 

-Company, sometime previoUSly, and his actiyitieS'.in this.connection·are 

.revealing. On May 30, 1940, EvanS and.others', including .. a former· state 

.highway purchasing.agent, were_.indicted:for violation of antitrust and .mail 
. ! 

fraud.statutes in.connection with.the sale ot asphalt to the Georgia .state 

,Highway Board during.the-period.from January, 1937,. to December 31, 

1939. On .January 24, 1941, Evans.was.fined $15,000, the maximum 

allowable, in: the United .States.District Court at Atlanta on.a plea of nolo 

contendere in the.antitrust ca:se. Subsequently, on January 3, 1942, a 

.former governor and .19 other persons, 10 of them former. state. officials, 

were.indicted in.Atlanta on ehar·ges.of defratudin'.g .the.state Gf Georgia of 

$201, 368. Evans. was among.those.named. 
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Colescotf ,began-an_active campaign to revive the ~- In 

July, 1939, The Fiery c.r·oss was e~lisbed .u . the. official publication of 

the. Knights, of the Ku Klux Kla!i. But the field. was crowded. The depression 

yearS'. had.spawned .many .other groups eager to capitalize. ortintolerance, 

hate, and.economic. Ulirest. There.were! ... ___ ___.pnd .the .. German-American 

.Bund;* William .Dudley, Pelley and the Silver. Shirt Legion of America;* Edward 

James· Smythe-and.the Protestant War Veterans of the United.states, Inc.;* b?C 

·and Mrs. Leslle_Fry and the Militant Christian Patriots, to mention only a few. 

Father Charle&' E. Coughlin~ I and.Gerald .L. K. Smith each 

.promoted.his own.brand.of social intolerance·. 

Colescott ran into. other difficulties. When.the New· Jersey 

·Realm of the .Klan held.an all-day "Americanism•'- rally on August 18, 1940, 

at Camp Nordland, the German~Axn.erican Bund9S recreation camp n:ear 

AndQver, New- Je~sey, newsp~per reports linking,the Klan.with the Bund 

.proved.extremely embarrassing. A brutal murder. j.n: Georgia in.March, 

1940, brought on an investigatian. of the Klan"ls activities by the $fate· of 

Georgia.and resulted.in .the conviction of s~veral Klan members. In .1941, 

Colescott and other Klan officials.were. indicted in .Pennsylvania on charges 

. >4<1)e$ignated .by the Attorney General purs·uant to Execufive Order 10450. 

- 33 -



of illegal s.olicitation.of funds and conspiracy to stir: up hatred.and ill will 

between.different racial ad.religious groups.in_connedion_with .attempts to 

. revive the· ~ :in Pennsylvania. 

L. IQan.Suspen'.ds. Operations in .1944 

• The.Klan's. offi,ce-.building· in.Atlanta, the last of the.order'.s· 

onc~exten:s'lye real-estate holdings, was.sold in 1943 for conversion: .iBto a 

.housing .. Ullit. On.June 4, 1944, Cole$cott annoUiiced that, at a,secret 

Klonv.ocation .(convention) held in-A~anta on April 2·3,. 1944, the.Klan had 

~'voted.to.i;;uspend.the constitutio~ laws.of the Knights.of the Ku Kl~ Klan, 

Inc. , to revok~ all charter Kian:s. and. to order ~sbandm.ent of all pr~Vision:al 

Kl.ans. ,1 

The.Government was seeking to.collect back taxes from _the.Klan. 

In May, ·1946, the;Collector' of Internal. Revenue at Atlanta filed .a $686,305 

lien.against the Klan for taxes duk to the United.states Govermnent for· the 
. . ' ' 

years 1921 thrdugh.1924 and.for 1926. 

When Colescott announced .that the Klan had voted .to disband,. he 

made· the following_.statement: 

•'This does.not mean that the Klan iS dead. W.e . 
. Sim.ply have r~leas'ed local chapters' from .all obliga.tiorut, 
financial and otherwise, to the Imperial Headquarters. 
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I ~11 am lmperial Wizard. The other officials. still 
r .etaili. their titles, although, of eours·e, the functions 

·,. __ - -, _ _ of_ all af us are,s11$pett.ded. We have.Authority to 
• ,_,__ meet and reincarnate.at any time.'-' (6.) --- • --~-..... _,~ 

On.tlils,.UJ:l_flled.th.reat of things to come, another: era of the 

Klan .. came.to a close. 13\rt-wlthin.a .year, a .new era w• to begin. The 
... , 

.story Of the Klall. after 1944 will ,be the,subject of a ~eparate monograph. 
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PRE.FACE 

· . This monogr.a.ph,. Section n of a two-part study 'On the Ku: Klux Klan.,. 
. • ·, • . . ' 

is devoted to Klan activi~e~ from 1944 to 1958.. During this period,. there 

has been a significant.change. in .the Klan. picture ... The Klan is no longer one . . . . . . . 

org~zaqon.un~er ce~tral_control. _Ith~ degenerated in~ many indivi~~ 

·Klan groups,. whose promoters· have ~en advantage· of the integration problem 
. . 

in the Soutlt to a4Yance .theif own organizations. This monograph depicts the 
. . . . -· . , • . . . . :·. . . · .. 

. ' 

·major developments in. this ever•changihg Klan picture an,d ·shows how the 

traditional Kl~. antagonis~S' against. Negroes, • Jews,. Catholics, . and persons 
. " 

• of foreign birth have been. utilized by Klan promoter·s _to further Klan interests. 
• •• • 1.· 

Material. used in this Section came·from pu_blic sources and from. 

the FBI'$ cove.rage of Klan activities_ .. Confidential materi~ is included. 



.SUMMARY· AND CONCLUSIONS 

A. Summary 

On June-4,. 1944, Imperial Wiza.rd James A. Colescott announced 

that Knights of tbe Ku Klux Klan,. Inc.;. had suspended op_erations. Dr • . Samuel 

Green immediately for med the· Association of Geor_gia Kl.ans, which remained 

the dominant Klan organization.until Green's. death in 1949. Samuel W; J«>per . 

succeeded Green,. but the Association ·of G·eorgia Kians· graduaJly became 

inactive. In the meantime,: promoters· were organizing other ~ -groups . 

. Klan activitie.s subsided temporarily after a wave of terroristic acts 

Culminated in the: imprisonment in 1952 of Thomas L. Hamilton, .South 

Carolina Klan 1e·ader) and others involved in. viQlence. Klan activities 

increased _rapidly after the United .States Supreme Court decision_ on May 17, 

1954, concerning segregation in.the public schools. Factionalism and 

riv3l:rY were prevalent among the many new Kl.an groups which were .being 

formed all over the South. U.S. Klaus,: Knights of tlie Ku Klux Klan, Inc., 

formed by El~n L. Edwards in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1953, and chartered by · 

the .State of Georgia in 1955, has emerged as th,e largest- and be.sf-known 

Klan in existence. today. 
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. , . 

B. Conclusions 

1. No longer is it proper to speak merely ·or '.'The Klari, " except in 
the most ge~eral .sense. "The Klan" today is not one organization 
under-central control, but is composed of° many indep~ndent Klan 
groups. 

2. Klan leadership is mediocre, at be.st. Bickering and.dissension 
within and b·etween Klans are commonplace. 

3. The traditional Klan intolerances remain unchanged--antagonism 
toward Negroes., Jewsr, Catholics, and persons of foreign birth. 

• 4.. The integration problem in the South has provided Klan promoters· 
with a "cause" upon .which. to base their activities. • • 

·s_.· Under the pretense of being patriotic,, Ctirisµan fraternal 
organizations;:. the various Klans utilize the traditional Klan 
antagonisms to secure members -in. their campaign for "White 
Supremacy~• and .against integration. 

6. Officially) Klan leaders deny that their organizations condone 
violence. In actual practice,, inflammatory methods a.re used 
which ultimately can only lead to violence. 

7. Although Southern sentiment ls overwhelmingly against enforced 
integration of the race.s,; ·Kian methods of eombatting integration 
have resulted. in the Klan's being discre·dited by responsible press 
an~ civic leaders throug~out the South . 
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·KLAN GROUPS·· ORIGINAL HEADQUARTERS CITIES 

DIXIE xu•s . . UIGHTS OF THE IU XLUX KUN, INC. 

KN1611TS Of THE IU KLUX KUN OF THE CONFEDERACY 
TH£ ORl81UL IU KLUX ILAN OF TH£ CONFEDERACY 

ALABAMA XU XLUX ILAII, INC. 
ALABAMA INIGIITS OF TltE IU ILUX IUN, IIIC. 

FEDERATED IU ILUX IUNS 

INIIIIITS OF THE KU ILUX ILAN OF AMERICA 

"KNIGHTS OF THE IU ILIIX ILAK, INC. (U.) 
IUTIOUL CHRISTIAN KLAN IIN800M, INC. 

ASSOCIATION OF ALABAMA KNIGHTS OF TN£ IU ILUX KLAN 
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CHART B 
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Thh chart indicate• the headquarter• cities of v1riou1 Khn groups at 
the tf• they .,.,.. foraed. SOMe rhn• engage in wldeaprelld Klaft activ­
ltle1: othera are local h nature, Both active and inactive Elans are 
I leted. 



I. TlIE KLAN RE()RGANIZES 

A. Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. 

Faced with United States Government demands for back taxes of 

$685,305 for the years 1921 through 1924 -~d for· 1926, James A . . Cole~cott, 

then Imperial W~zard, announced on June 4, 1944, that at a s~cret Klonvocation 

• .. {convention) held in Atlanta_ on April 23, 1944, the KJ,an had ''yoted to suspend 

the constitutional laws ()f the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. , to revoke all 
' . 

charter KJ.ans_ and to order disbandment of all provisional Klans." H~ ·added; 

significantly: 

"This does not mean that the Klan. is dead. We :simply have 
released local chapters from all obligations, financial and 
.otherwise, -to the Imperial lieadquarters. I still am Imperial · 
Wizard . . . The other officials _still reWD their titles, although, 
o_f course, the functions of all of us are suspended. We have 
authority to meet and reincarnate at any time." 

This was the end of Colescott, for he · drifted into obscurity as a 

Florida veterinarian. And it was the beginning of the end· of the Klan as a 

. national inStitutlon . . _But the.basic intole~ances which have b~en:.the traditional 

lifeblood of the Klan and similar organizations still existed. . Over the years~ · 

ttie name Ku Klux Klan and its symbol, the. fiery cross, had becom_e synonymous 

with activities directed _against Negroes, Jews,_ Catholics, and pe1:sons of 



foreign birth. Responsible Southern leaders denounc.e the.Klan and its 

terro~isti.c methods.,. buf in the pressures created ·by · changing social • 

conditions in the South, there are always those who seek to capitalize on 

the Klan' g name and tradition,. either for personal profit or in a misguided 

belief that Klan pr~tices are ne.cessary, • or both. • 

Until 1944,. one organization,. for ·a11 practical purposes, controlled 

all Klan activities. This was the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. ' which 

opera~ed under a charter granted by the State of Georgia. When Colescott 

suspended operations of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. ,. in 1944 (and: 

the State of Geo~gia revoked its charter in 1947), the field was ·open to anyone 

. who want~d to capitalize on the Klan name• to promote his own brand of 

intolerance. This has created a great deal of confusion, not only among 

Klansmen. but among the press and the general public. No longer was it 

possible to attribute acts merely to "the Klan, " except in a very general 

sense of the word... The specific Klan organization has to be p~npointed in 

each case.. This is not always easy to do .. 

The various Klan organizations themselves have not been stable. 

Gonstant bickering within and between Klan groups, mergers, reorganizations, 

· and the shifting of membership and leaders from one group to another have 
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been normal procedure. In some cases,. the rank-and-file members have not 

·a1ways been too sure to· which group they owed their allegiance. Leadership, 

at best,. has been mediocre. As one-Florida Klan le:ad,er put it in May., 19517:' 

"We itave: too many chiefs and not enough Indians to· $tage a war dance.." He 

complained that there were so many Kl.ans in. operation in his area that the old 

counte~signs and passwords would not work any more and suggeste~ albeit . ,. . 

facetiously;;. that "mem~rs should be forced to be stamped with the branding 

iron or clip their ears with a leather punch like-farmers mark their livestock. "' 

B. Association of Geqrgia Klans* 

.. 'rw.enty-eight days after the Knights of the Ku Klux JOan, Inc . ., 

• • voted .. to suspend operations,. _and two we.eks before ~ole.scott made•.his public 

. announc_ement that this action had been taken, a new organization w3.1,· formed 

to continu~· Klan activities. Th~ new organization .stoutly denied any legal 

connectiQns with.-its predecessor and claimed to be an informal,. unincorporated ,,. 

assoc1-ion of local Georgia -klaverns (local Klan units) which had decide~ to 

\µlite .informally to continue Klan .work u.ntil such time ·as the Knights of the · 

Ku Klux Klan,. Inc.,· might. decide to reactivate itself. No secret was made-of 

the fact that this new group continued the beliefs, ritualistic practices,. and . 

other . activities of the now inactive· Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. 

~esignated by the' Attorney General pursuant to· Executive Order 10450. • 
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The new organization. was called the Association of Georgia Klans. 

It was formed on May 21, 1944, by Dr. Samuel Green, a: middle-aged, small-
. . . 

mustaclled, Atlanta physician who had.been the, Exalted Cyclops_ (president) _of 
. . . . 

an Atlanta klavern of the Knights of the Ku Klux ·nan, Inc. Greep.-. assumed 

the µij.e of 9"rand Dragon of _Georgia, in keeping-with his pronouncements that 

the Association of Georgia Klans had no . organizational ties with Klan groups in 
:·. . ' . . . . . . . 

.oil;tEe,r states. 

The first open .Klan. demonstration after the close of World Warn 

was a cross burning atop Stone Mountain, Georgia, traditional Klan shrine, 

on the night of October 16, 1945. This ~as followed by a mass· "naturalization" 

(initiation)· under th~ flickering lights of five fiery c'!Qf!ISes at the same location· 

ort··May 9, 19460. Recruiting efforts were stepped U{>. • Using "White Supremacy" 

and "Fight Communis~' as slogans,. Green soon extended· his activities into 

surrounding states. Naturally, part of each "klectoken" (initiation fee) 

'collected was supposed to go to headquarters in Atla.nta. 

Green set the pattern for most of the Klan groups which were soon to 
. ' 

spring ap all over. the· South. The Klan was held out as a great, patriotic, 

American institution dedicated to the protectian of the- Americani~way of life 
• ·I 

from those wha would de-stroy it. The Klan ritual, as composed by William J. 

Simmons in the Kloran of the Knights of the Kil Klux _Klan, Inc. ,· was used _with 



minarp if any, change.a. Unlawf.ul, -terroristic acts w.ere not to be condoned, 

and when such acts were· blamed on the Klan, Klan participation would be 
. . 

denied .. When proof existed that Klan members had engaged in such activities, 

the offending members or klaverns would be· officially "banished'' with all 

possible publicity. Although the Klan would nat officially :condone or authorize 

terroristic acts,: Klan leaders often assured members that what they did of 

their own volition was their own business. . It was a fine line of distinction. 

In. additjon to the profit motive, Green aspired to be a political .. • 

power in Georgi~ . .. He threw the:sup1>9rt of the Klan to the gubernatorial ,· 

, campaigns of Eugene Talmadge_ (1946) and Herman: Talmadge (1948), both 

advocat_es . of white supremacy. He-is reported to have forbi~~n Klans~en. to 

hold demonstrations or parades on the day or two :before election in the· F_all 

of 1948 because the United States Government might consider such acts 

intimidation and a violation. of the civil rights ~ Negro voters. Governor M. E. 

Thompson. of GeGJ"gia later publicly charged that there-had been more than 

300 public demonstrations ·by the Ku Klux Klan. in Georgia on the eye of the 

Democratic .state primary election. 

Whatever Green's aspir~ons and motives may have been, they were 

cut short abruptly on August 18., 1949, when he fell dead of a heart' attack. 



In the five· years ':'f his leadersb.ip;. Green. bad welded th~ Association of • 

Geargia Klaus infu the: large)Jt Klan group then, in existenee. 

C. Ku: Klux Klan of Floo-ida.,. Inc .. . 

The Miami.-. Florida,. unit of the aid Knights. of the Ki K;hiX Klan,. Inc .. , 

had main~ed a posf.4ffice box 1n Miami muler tb.e name of J. B.. Gordon Klan. 

After Celeseott suspended operations: of. the national. Ol"•ganization,.. a new gr.011p 

• was· cha.rtered·J,y the .State-of ·Florida on.September 71 1944~ under the name 

of Ku Klux"Klan of Fiori~ Jne., with headquarters in Orlando· .. • 

• '· • On ·March 2·a,, 1946,. the- Miami Herald noted that "Io·caI bigots ·are busy 

pumping life again" iido the-Miami Klan.. The John B. Gordon. Klan, Na. 5,:· 

erected signg on.highways' leading infG Miami welcoming proapeetive: Klan 

members .. '\ 

• • The- John B. Gordon Klan, No .. 5;, was. one of the mer-e· active uni.ts' in. 

Fiorida~ In 1946,, the-Exalted Cyclops was a bridgetender and c·arpeilter~ 

Other offices were· filled by an airline- mechanic;. an· automobile' mechanic,. a • 

typesetter.,. a bus· driver.,. a carbur.etor repairman,, and the operator of a : 

mattres-s company. The purpose af the group,. as put by one admitted member, 

was to eBtabllsb an. orpru.zaficm: for "pure Amerieanism, and to keep tb.Ef J ·ews, 

niggers, .. Cathtdics,. and f0reig:n:ers. in their place. "· 
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In ~ptember, 1946, ....._..,..... ________________ ____. 

· .... ! _________ .... I Florida, and member of John. B. Gordon Klan, No . . 5, 

becaml .... _________ ~~or the Ku Klux Klan of Florida,- Inc. By the 

Sammer of 1947, however.,. Klan members in Mi~ became· dissatisfied with 

having to turn aver a portion of all dues collected to state he:adqu:ar.ters in 

Orlando)' feeling that they Wf:re not getting a fair return for their money . 

.__ __________ _____.I John B .. G.ordon Klan,, No. , 5,- be·came- an 

independent Klan group unde'.r the cover name Dade County Huntsmen's 
. . 

Associatio~. The- women's auxiliary changed its name- to The Friendship 

Circie-. . It was a change in name only--the· aims and purposes of the organi­

zations remained the' same. 

D. Federated Ku Klux Klans 

On.July 17, 1946, three Jefferson· County~ ~labama, men applied 
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for an Alabama charter for an. 0rganizati0n to be· known as Federated Ku Klux 

Klans,,_ with headquarters in Birmingham, Alabama. Ineorporators were· 

. William Hugh Morris, a roofing co11tractor; Robert S. Gulledge, Sr. , .-a 

Birmingham realtor;-and Dr. E. P. Pruitt, a 70-:year-old Birmingham p_hysician. 

The articles of incorporation stated that this new groap would act as a social, 

fraternal>· religious, eleemosynary,.. educational,. patriotic,. and philanthropic 

sodety,. and listed the- following purposes: 

- 7 -
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1. Teaching and inculcating loyalty to the constitutions and laws of the 
United States and Alabama. • 

2. Upholding and teaching the doctrines as exe-mplifj.ed in the "Holy· Bible 
and New Testament. " 

3. Teaching of° respect and reverence for the United States flag. 

4. Assisting and supporting duly and legally constituted authority in 
the enforcement of crlminal laws of the United States.· 

5. • ' Upholding and protecting the chastity of· all white womanhood. 

6. S11pporting the theory and doctrine of the supremacy of the Cauc.asian 
race in America. 

Morris, the leader of the group,, assumed the off ice of treasurer, 

and Pruitt took the title of chairman of the board of governors. 

In an effort to attract members, the Federated Ku Klux Klans held 

an open meeting at the Court House in Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, -
/ . • 

1947. At_ this meeting,_ 9ulledge announced: 

"The Klan is not a hate group. It is not intolerant toward 
any race,. creed or color. Rather, we have come to save 
the Negro from his own f oily. " 

An editorial in the April 18, 1947, issue of the Birmingham Post 

commented· that ''the KKK bared its fangs last night at the Court House and 

displayed only a'bad set of false teeth. " 

- 8 -



In October> 1947, Morris and four of his followers were arrested 

·in Jackson, Mississippi,- on charges of malicious mischief and carrying • 

concealed weapons after being apprehended burning a cross near Jackson. Their 
! . . . . 

explanation of the-ir ·activities is interesting. v .. They said they had come- to . 

Jackson in respense to an anonymous letter requesting their aid bec_ause· the 

"Negro·es were· getting out of control''in Jackson. ·They said the burning of. the 

.· cross· was~ to inform the .unknown letter. writer that his appeal had been received 

and that they were ready. to assist in the erganization of a Klan writ in Jackson. · 

Flog_gings,. cross burnings, and other acts of intiinidatioi, became. 

so:preva.ient inA~ by early 1949 that a grand jury was· ordered into spe•cial 

session to. in'Vestlgate the sit:uafion. On July 7, 1949, Morris refused ta ·produce 

membership lists of his organization: wh·en r.eque.sted to do so· by the grand jury. 

He was cited for contempt and ordered to jail. Finally., after claiming th~t 

Klan' records bad been Bfolen from his home,. he submitted a partial Ust ft-om 

memory and was released from custody on September 20,- 1949, after Serving 
• ' 

6.7 days on the contempt charge-.. 

Eff 0rt~-by th~·State of. Alabama to ban the public wearing of masks 

or ho0ds m~t with bitter oppasition from the Klan. Marris t old a legislative-
. . . 

committee that su.ch an act would be "an: insult to. the·· men who· wore the ho_od 



and robe in- the· '60s and '170s .. " He said. that today's Klansman were ''blood 

descendants· of thos·e men,.. who have taken th.e same name and same robe .that 

they had,. for the same: :reason. '"' I I Alabama, .. .-----------------i------...----------
'===================::::!I 

Morris:,. told t~e c•ommittee 

he would rather be hanged from the balc·ony over· the steps of the· Capitol buil<Ung 

• (where Jefferson Davis was inaugurated),_ than have the masks taken from the 

Klan. More will be' heard aoou.tj .... ___ ---,-____ land his Klaa activities 

1# .~ub!Jequent pages. • 

The Alabama antiinask .measu.r.& ~ame law on Jwie· 2ll, 194.9. 

Anticipating this. actimr,. Pruitt annQ'unc-ed on Jwre 25,: 1949,._ that member.s of 
., 

Federated Ku Klux Klans WQuld no longer wear masks in public.. This created 

hard feelings .between Morris and Pruitt, Morris claiming that Pruitt had· over-

• .stepped his autllority in. 1s·sutng the order. Ott July 21, 1949,_ Pruitt reBigned,. 

.stating that ~lements b:ad ''wormed their way into· tae· .Klan--men. who: used Klan 

robes t9' g~.' o.u.t and whip people. " 

It is ironic that twG· Negro·. youths. became-the fir.st: persomr ta'· b& 

ccm.victed under the- uew· antimask law.. They were convicted on August 51 1949, 

for. donning hoods and sheets to: seare- two: N~G. girls wm> had been. S'een 

asocfating with white;?' men. 

- 10 ~ 
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E. Original Southern Klaus, Inc. * 

- Dr. Samuel Green personally went to -Columbus,. Georgia, on 

March 12,_ 1948~ to present a charter to a new klavern of the Association of 
- -

Georgia Klans in Columbus. Preliminary ar:rangements had been made-by 

Fred New~~ .... ___________ _, 

Fred New was an attorn·ey in Coiumbus; Georgia. H~ had .been an 

Assistant United States Attoo-ney at Macon, -Georgia, from 1930. to 1933;: and 

a special investigator·for the Treasury Dep~enf fram 1938-to 1941,.. when 

his heavy drinking allegedly -c~st him· his job. A former ·associate described 
- - -

New-as "unscrupulous)' smart but crooked. ", -

Columbus, Georgia. -.... I------'~ Georgia T:r;il:>une .about 1946." as a 

pro~Kl.an:, anti-Negro, anti-Jewish newspaper,: and this_ editorial°policy was· --
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continued. afte~ .... ---~old The Georgia Tribwie ,to Fred New-in March,~ 1948. 

The charter .ceremony on March.12,: 19~8, was just another Klan 

ceremonial witil. newspapermen appeared to talre pictures. Klansmen attacked 

• the newspapermen, .. administered whiskey and drugs to ren~r them unconscious,. 

and photog~aphed them in eompromising po·sitions. Prior to the attack, • the 

.newspapermen had.recognized_Dr. Green,. Fred New, an~ 

I las being among the Klansmen present at the charter .... _c_e_r_e_m_on_--y--.------' 

*Designated by the Attorney General pursuant to-Executive Order 10450. 
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Barely three months- later, under the behind-the-scenes guidance of 

.New ... ! ____ ____.I the ~olumbus, · Georgia, -and the Manchester, Georgia» 

klaverns of the Association of Georgia Kl.ans withdrew from_ Green's organization 
' . . . . . 

-to form a new Klan called Original Southern Klans1 Inc. In June, 1948, a charter 

fGr this new group was issu.ed in Superior Court in Columbus,. Georgia, to 

Alto_n E~ Pate, 23-year-old·w~ veter~; l.Duis A. Hill; an~ T.C. Colwell; all 

of Columbus. Green branded the-action as an. uprising by "Bolshevik Kl.ans which 

pulled 011t because they couldn't run things themselves." New later told a news-
.. l 

paper reporter that he broke with Green's organization because Green was in it 

for prof it only •. 

To· avoid the legal flaw which ultimately led to the revocation of the 

chartel' of the old Knights _of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.,· as' a nonprofit corporation~ 

Original .Southern Klans, Inc~, was openly chartered as a profit-making group, 

although Pate was quick to point out that this merely meant that. it would be 

operated "for the common pr.afit of all Americav' and that the stockholders . . 

expected t.o realize . "no· return on the money they hav.e pla.eed in escrow as an 

investment in the-American future. " According t.o the articles Qf incorporation, 

Original .Southern Kl.ans, Inc., was for.med to organize' and operate· fraternal, 

benevolent, and patriotic secret ·OPders. The stated p'lll'pose was to gauter and 
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· disseminate information -r~lative to the organization, activities, an<l operation 
. . 

of the Communist Party and its ~e~ organizations in North Ameriea,_ and 

to µse ·such information for lawful purposes: ~ defeat the gqals· and objectives 

.of the-Communist Party on this continent. 

Pate was more candid in his first public announce.ments·. After 

st;iting that his first public· act would be the ~ of the traditional .Klan 

m~sk and that rowdiness and act&: 8f terrorism would not be tolerated, he 

listed the follo~ng .eight-p·oint program for Original South_ern. Kl.ans·, Inc.-: 

l. 

2 .• 

3 • 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Defense of Protestant Americanism. 

Opposition to: blending the white' race· wi,th an:y other race. · 

Maintenance of the Southern white man's political superiority.· 

Preventing political demonstration. of any inf.erior .minority 
group • .. . 

Ju,sij.ce-and equal_laws and. la,w enforcement. 

Better schools, .... chu.rches, .. r.ecreati.anal facilities, and housing 
facilitie.s for minority groups in the .South wider strictly 
segregated canditions. 

7. Teaching _the principles of Americ~sm to .minority groups 
in the South. 

8. Opposition to the teachings of the- Commwri.st Party which. 
embody .the advocacy of sexµal .equality under the guise of 
tJOCial equality• • 

. · - 13 -



Original Southern Klans, Inc., departed from the .standard Klan ritual 

originally composed by William J. Simmons and still used with minor· variations 

by most Klan organizations. A new Klansman's Manual was issued in which 

the Terrors (officers) were listed as follows: 

Grand Gyclops - - - - - ,.; ~ - ... - - - - - - President 

Grand Magi - .:. - - - - ... - - -:- - - - - - - - Vice· President 

Grand Chaplain - - .- - - - - - - - - · - - - - • Spiritual Advisor 

Grand Monk - - - - - - - -:- - - - - - - - - - Teacher 

Grand Scribe - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - - Secretary 

Grand Exchequer - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Treasurer 

Grand Turk - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Captain of the .Guard 

Grand Sentinel - - - - - - - - - - ,_ -· - - - Adjutant to the Grand 
Cyclops 

In maintaining the preteJ;1Se of being fraternal orders, most Kl.ans 

advertise a series of degree·s which allegedly can be·earned by worthy members. 

Original Southern Kl.ans, . Inc. , was no exception. The Klansman's Manual 

listed four degrees~ 

. Degr_ee-One - - - - - - - - - . - - . - - - - -

Degree Two - - - ~ - - - - - "'. - - - - - . -

Degree Three - - - - -· - - - - - - - - - -

Degree Fo~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- 14 -

Probation Knight 

Sir Knight of the Klan 

Giants of the Klan · 

Men of Justice 
l 



Although Pate announced that ~errorisni was not to:.be ·a11owed,, the 

ritual contained many phrases of an inflammatory nature:.· Membership was 

limited to· "nativ~ born, · white,· Gentile,. Protestant American•citizens of g. 

character and reputation who are. intere·sted in the maintenance· of the'-

• Sau.them pattern of life. and who-are- willing· to fight militantly therefor. 9,- In 

the opening ritual, the Grand Cyclops states -as foll~ws-: 

"My Ghosts ~d T~rrors: The night is long and the day fil{~d : • 
with grave .doubt. Only the steadfast de-votion..Qf lQyal brothers 
united in ·a common love· of our ,Southland -ca:n: .S'ave _her ffa.m • 
destruction. We ar.e sworn; we are brave and we JD.Wrt be · 
ready. Tonight the hour may ·strike: and we· must me'et. the • 
challenge with fearless b·e·~t _and ready bands." • 

Laj:er· in the ritual, the Grand Cyclops further exltorls:· 

"Be faithful Klansmen; ~ militant; be coui;-ageous;;thie: b!OiQd . 
Americans have spilled shall not have been in vain:.,. We will 
• have-peace-and· we shall have the righta for which we fp!Mgbt,, 
if we must fight for them afr~h .every __ day."" • 

:ir 

In th;e· .closing ritual,-. the Grand. Cyel~ .. a.ab:: 

''Grand Turk, how do we retain. Ure principles Of tn~· Kll.an.?tv 
,: 

The ritual calls fQr the Grand Turk to'-rise and s~-:. 

19By right,. if we can; by might, if we- must." 

Original .Southern Klans., Inc., started the usu:al campaign to,: get 

new members, featuring parades, public rallies, and cross ~urnmgs .. _ New9:s 

.station wagon, equipped ·on the front with an electric cross, was a regular • 
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feature at these gatherings. Speakers included._! ________ ____.land 

.__ ______ __.I who ·said he had resigned the pastorate of a Baptist 

church in Atlanta "to go into Klan work. " Both claimed to have· been Klan 

members for over 20 years. White supremacy was their keynote, with the 

Communist Party as the Villain that was t_rying to do away with "the Southern 

way of life. " 

Despite such elaborate preparations, Original, Southern Kl.ans, Inc., b7C 

was not a success. Pate,. Hill, and Colwell, the original incorporators, 

soon dropped from sight. By the-Fall of 1948, H. R. Stewart was acting as 

Kleagle (membership solicitor) and F. E. Keith was signing as Executive 

Secretary "By order of th..e Grand Wizard. " Both Stewart and Keith were 

Columbus, Georgia, taxicab drivers. When the· search for member.s, 

accompanied by the usual parades, extended· into the northern part of Florida, 

Governor Fuller Warren of Florida publicly stated: 

• i'The hooded hoodlums and she·eted jerks who paraded 
the streets of Tallahassee last night made a disgusting 
and alarming spectacle. These covered cowards, who call 
themselves Klansmen, quite obviously have. set out to 
terrorize minority groups in Florida as they have in a 
nearby State·. " 

Fred New .... l __________ _.I the real powers behind 

Original Southern Klans, Inc., disagreed over how the organization should 
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be run, and New is reported to have left town with the- records. By May1 1949, 
' ' ' 

Original Southern Klans► Inc. , had cease-d to exist as an organized group. 

F. Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 

Before Original Southern. Klans,. Inc.)'. w~_nt out of exis.tence, it had 
. '.;, 

extended its organizaticmal activities into.the· .state of Florida. On March :n,. 

19491 a copy· of th~ charter was· filed with the'· Florida Secretary of .State a:s a 

p~er.equisite to daing business in Florida. Bill Hendrix, a Tallahassee,. •. 

Florida,_ electrician and builder,. w~ liSted as the local age1J.t i~. Florida for ::-- ,. 

Original ,Southern: Kl.ans, Inc . .. 

HendrlX was bl develop into one- of the- most indefatigable and 

.unpredictable of postwar Klan promoters. He iS a great publicity seeker, 

with a penchant for issuing e-xaggerated news· relea.S'es~: more .often th.an not 
' . ' 

based upon pure imagination. 

When Original Southern Klans,. Inc. , went 9ut of existence, .. Hen:drix 

gather~d together the remnants in southern Georgia and northern Flcn~ida w 

f~rm an ~ganizatio.n. of his own. ln Aµgust,. 1949,. he announced tb.e farmation 

· of a new Klan group to be called Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan:, some~ 

time·s r'ef-erre'd to: by him as Southern and Northern Knights of the Ku Klwr 

Klan. · He said his n'ew 9rganization was a reincarnation.of the ''original 



invisible euipire" and claimed 302 chapters and 650, 800 members _in 12· 

Southern ~tates,. plus New York and New Jersey. He said the purpose-of his 

IOan was to-fight ''fantastic taxation, regimentation,, and a threat of a 

c·ommunisf state. n 

Hendrix announced that he had be·en named Adjutant for · Southern. 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klano He introduced a new n.gtmmick" in Klan 

promoti~ by announcing that all other ef:f icers were- to remain anonymous·,. 

the- -Empe-ror taking the: title of ·Samuel n an~ the Wizard a seven-digit number, 

of Jackscmville, Florida, . 
..-----___!:,==.------:-----------.....1 

,____ ___ ...,..... ..... ~ational Chap.lain. of Hendrixf group. 

4-006.800. 

The usual program of ero~s burnings ·and p~des was instituted to 

attract memberso Hendrix told reporters:·that his group did not believe in 

violence and would not engage in floggings,· beatings, threats, and like 

activities. "We don.9t hate the· NegrQes,_!' he: said. Early in· August,- 1949, 

howe-ver,- roped Klansmen parading in Iron City, ·Georgia,. became- involved in 

a shooting scrape with local citiz.ens ·:which · resulted in. the' arrest of three­

Klansmen,. including Hendrix and W. B. Rogers, an associate from Tallahassee, 

Florida., 
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.Hendrix was Jiot one: to overl~k any possibl~ source for new 

m:eml)e:1"$_ .. _. In September,-.. 19.50_,. ~e ~essed a letter to the--FBI inviting 

membership "of any WM.te_ P~.otestant,_ Chr,istian Agent" in-his Bout~ern 

Km.ghts·_ of ~he Ku. Klux Kl.am 

In. t"be Fall of ~1'52,-. a .special Federal grand j~y was convened in 

~a.mi to: invesUgate _terrorlSm in. Florida. On .March. 25,: 1953,. this grand 
. . . . ' . . • . . . . 

jury repori;ed its finding~. It des~riqed the Ku Klux Klan as a 'fcancerous 

growth as de'StrucUv-e qf basic civil liberties as communism itseli.-ff H 

;r¢ported_ that the· Klan was fQunded on the- wor.st instincts· -of manki_nct:, 
.. •. - • . ' . . . . . . 

. -''At ita best,, it ~ .1D:to:Ier31:1t. and bigoted. At its 
wor·st,. 'if is sadl,stic and brutal." · 

. . 
Hendrix 'announced on~April a9f. 1953,,.: that he lla:cf'. $e'Vered all 

c<ann-ecU~--with'Soutliern Knights of the Ku'Klux Klan,. and that h.e 'ha,d cal.led 

on tb.e- erganizatio1t bJ. disband "becaDB'e they have .carried GUt their intend~ 

program· set.up in 1948.J! On June-IO):: 1953~ ho~v:-er,,. in a typical Hendrix 

pre-BB' re:iea:ae~ H'endtix announced that· a . secret meetin_g of ,2·99 Klansipen. and 
,. 

sympathize-rJt in: -C-oJi1m:hllS',- Ge-orgia, had on ttiat· dale 'elected him im.p:eria:1 

Empe'ror of Dniled Ku Klux KJans~. formed ·to· combat non'S'egregatum: whleh he· 

.s •aid Walf "a .COlnmunist.program to· fake riv.e-r ·America.. tf Southern: KJ:ti.~hts : 



·of the Ku. Klux Klan was to be part of tbis new Klan, according to Hendrix. 
• • ' 

. l;Jnited Ku Klux Xians, of course-JI nev~r materialized. 

On June 23;. 1953, in Tallahassee, Florida, Hendrix obtained an 

evangelist's permit and a license .to r11n a s·ecret ~ervice· ·agency which he­

called National Se·cret Seryice Agency. Two days later, Hendrix,. who had 

been an un:successfui candidate for Governor of Florida in 1952~ annowrced 

that he would r~ again•. On:_ June 2'9,. 1Q53., he announeed thatJ .... ___ _, 

____________ !Grand ~ragon of the Swthern Knights of the- Ku 

Klux Klan. 

The f aet that he had previously announced that Southern Knight&' of 

the Ku Klux Klan had. been disbanded did not dismay Hendrix. His explanation: 

was that he had tried repeatedly to disband the group, but "we can'fbecause 

some bunch always runs out and forms. an independent group and gets us in 

trouble." 

On. ~tober 131 1953, Hendrix,. through Grand Drago~._ __ ..... I issued 

a startling ann:owrcement~ So~ern. Knigh~ of the Ku Klux Klan would henceforth 

discard its rabes and rituals and would open its ranks to "all races1 creeds or· 

colors.'·' The Klan still believed that "segregation of the races is tlie law of 

God,'' but Negroes were in'Vited to· join an a segregated basis and form their awn 

klaverns. The only membership requirements~ .... I __ ....,p·aid, were· to "believe 

in God and the Constitution of the United States"=-and to pay a $1. 00 fee • 

• "'20 -
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Needless to .say, Hendrix' ;; announcement found little' _.sw>port among ·· 

other Klan 1eaders and members. 

On June- 9, 1954, Hendrix announced the formation af a new group 

called The- White Brothel'hood,, which he said was pledged to: preserve . . . . . . 

.segregation by legal means. He .said that the Klan all over· the-country had been 

broken up and.that this successor group would op~rat·e as a religiaus group, • 

wou'(d have no-unifarms, and would "try to· avoid kUUng and violence~" Hendr.ix 

. sllbsequently told an: µ]formant that this aDinoun:cement had been entirely • 

fictitio~ and that he had -~ it mer~ly to: confus·e-the P':lblic and the-tBI as 
., 

to the activ:lties of the Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and .related Klan 

organiZations. 

Hendrix contimied his' organizational eff~-,~ taking advantage-: of 

every oppqrbmity. to secure publicity for b.iinSe_lf and bis activities.. He sold 

memberships in a series of organizations which he devised to atfr.act ·n;ew 

members,, using .such names as American C_onfederate Army, White Demecrats 

·ot the South, Order of Bethel,- and National Secret Service: Ass•ociatlon.. IJ.i: 

May, ~955,: he sent the follo:wmg news release to· The Evening Star newspaper· 

in Washington,. D. C. : 

-"After two years of underground 0rganizm;g ·tli~ Knights -of 'the-
Ku Klux Klan. will start a public progra.µi again.st De.-se·gergatia.n. 
The: public shGuld now kno~ that things laid on the-Klarl we-re riot 



true, there haV'e been many bombings and. riots. tn the last two: years · 
in tbe· northern states· and ·some in the· .sov.th .recently, these· bombings · 
in the south. were laid on th:e ,WlioQ. when in fact they were done by· Ute 
·commies~ The.Klan has elected.Qfflcers far the nm:t two·years· anq.· • . 
will come··ow: openly against De~segergatien. • ne..;segergation· is· a commu~. 
Dist trick and·th~,Supr.eme Court has· never··built one scho~l:hause- ·in • • 
tb-e south, 'it is· better to do awa,y ·with .the public school than it :is to mix 
the ~te' and negro race. · The schools were· bull(. ·by .white p~apl~; • ~d 
we ·w111 ·either have-whit~· and ne~a schools se,perate- or ·we will ·have--
no-public school~.. The Klan officers will be- known by n~ ·only ,rom 

. now on,. . . except those 'o'ffieers who- are ·in charge of programs. and 
organizing~ We· will -retain the· robe and mask in. our meeting halls and 
on privattf pfop~rty. 

"Bill Hendrix ef TaJlabassee, • Florida has been elected director of' • 
organiztng ·and progranur ancf ali: releases will e0me: through him and • 
his: work~r~. . We ar,e asking th'~· .two-hundred thousand old Klan members 
in the south ta Re-iiistat~. • 

"Once a KJ.ansman alway$ a KJau·stnan • 

. 0168 
Grand Wizzard 
Washington, D. ·c." 

Au informant had previously advised that Hendrix was again dreaming of · 

big things for him$elf bl. Klan organizing. Hendrix was reported aiJ saying lJ?.af be· 

was going to· drop. ".8euthern" from the name Qf bis. group and aper ate a:s Km.g~ts· 

·QI the ~ Klux Klan. He preposed f{t have a theoreµ¢a1 headquarters in. W~hinglcm, 

D. C., with a fictitious Imperial Wizard _at the head. Neither the Imperial Wizard 

ilol"~e headquarter.a. would actually .exist, .but Hendrix ~uld hoh( hi~elf out as the 
... 

national Qrgat$er ·~tensibly following the inStructions· af the m~hical Imperial 
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Wizard. The- news release-.set forth· was apparently iS'Slied, as part of this 

.scheme:. 
. . 

In Aug,utt,. l955-,. a~drix·announced that he would again rwi for 

Goyernor· .of Florida on. a slogan· of "Dollars for Segrega.ti~n. " In January, 195&, 
. . . 

he addressed a letter to the United States D~artment of Justice in Washington, 
. . . 

D. c.,. on a letterhead of Knight~ of the Ku Klux Klan, in. which he advised that 

"ey.ery·Jtla:v~rn and br·anch. 8f the Klan which, I repre,sented bas now been .-dis·­

b.anded and all our records· are being stored for f liture reference:. ·" • However, 

in August,· 1956-,, he· is~ued an aimowicement to the effect that he was r:eorgan­

izing the Klan on a ·national scale. He began bringing John Kasper, the· - . . 

controversial prosegregationist from Washingfan; D. C., inte his ·KJan 

activities. The Miami Daily News carried a story on March 4,- 195'7, to the 

effect that Hendrix had announced that he would send 3.5,.riflemen to Miami to · 

"protect0 Kasper· wh~n he-spoke there, stating that the armed gttar<:ls were pa.rt 

of hiB American. Confedetate Army, which he had organized to fight integration-, , 

l{eildrix' penchant for "phony" pablicity was climaxed at a ~ally of 

the: Association of ~outh Carolina Kl.ans held on April 20,. 1951?~ at Greenville,­

South Carolina.. Hendrix app·eared in. Greenyille·,, appar.ently uninvited and 
. . 

unannounce~ and told a local reporter that he had come to infe'grate the- South 
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Carolina Klan. group into his organizatitJn. He :said .a meeting of his "Imperial 
• . . 

Council'' would take 1>lace- that night afwr the rally. There ~ : n0 indic~on 
. . 

that this was anything more than another flgment fJf Hendrix~ imagination, lNt 

Hendrix later told the-reporter .that the-meeting o;f bis "Imperial CQWieil" • had 

t;aken place-and that one of the-resolutions passed was that membership in b,is 

• group .weuld now be open. ta Catholic~. 



II. THE FIGHT FOR CONTROL 

A. Knights of the. Ku Klux Klan of America -

At the ~me 0f Dr. Green's ·death on August 18, 1949, the Association 

of Georgia Klans was the largest and best known m all Klan groups.~ His death 

precipitated· a fight for Klan l~adership, which involved not _only leaders of 

the Association of Georgia Klans but leaders of other groups as well. William 

Hugh Morris,. leader of the Federated Ku Klux Klans, was handicapped by 

the fact that b.e was still in jail in Birmingham, Alabama, for refusing to 

produce Klan records for the grand jury. Thomas L. Ha.miltonf an organizer 

for the Association of GeQrgia Klans in South Carolina, wanted to succeed - • 

Green. Bill Hendrix was aspiring to make his new organizatinn inr Florida the 

dominant Klan gr~up. A new contender appeared in the person of an eccentrie 

forme 
b7C 

August 23,. 1949~ounced that several Klan groups had jowoo. tog~her 

On 

to form a new organizati~, Knights · of the Ku Klu Klan of America, .and had 

elected _him to the office of Imperial Emperor. He said that headquarters 6f 

Knights of the· Ku Klux ~an of America would be in Montgomery, Alabam~ 

and claimed· that the new organization would start with 265, 000 member·IS', 

principally in. Alabama, Missi.ssippi, Tennessee,. Arkansas, Missouri, and 
J 

Louisiana. IOan groups allegedly participating in Knights of. the ~ Klux IO.a..~ of 

Amerlc-a were listed as the Independent Kl.ans, ,Seashore Klans.,. Ozark Kl.ms, 

Star Kl.ans,. River Valley Klans,. and Allied Klans. 
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As it turned out, Samuel W. Roper,. . 54-year-old former Atlanta 

policeman and onetime head of the GeC:>rgia Bureau of Investigation, who had 

served as the Exalted Cycl0ps of an Atlanta klavern of the Association of 

UeQrgia Klans,: succeeded Green as Imperial Wizard. on August 27, 1949 • . Thre.e 

days before,. the Federal Governm~nt had leVied ~ I 

l I 
Referral/Dir ect 

B. Associated Klans of America* 

On September 24, 1949, Roper announced that the Association of 

Georgia Klans h~ merged wi~._ __ ....,IKnigbts of the Ku Klux Klan of America · 

to form the Associated Klans of Ameri ca, with Roper as Imperial Wi2!ard an~ 
C]as Imperial·Chaplain and Public~ Relation$ Counsel@r. Ac~y, 

Associated Klans of America neyer became· more· than a paper organization, , 

an~ ___ .... lass:oci ation with Roper lasted only. a few months. 

Roper never attained the stature of Green as a Klan leader. Georgia, 

traditionally, has been ·the fountainhead of Klan activities, but Roper was not 

an apt leader and he was b~s·et with many difficulties. "-I ________ ---1 

"'Designated by the Attorney General pursuant to Executiv.e Order 10450. 
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Recruiting efforts continued, however. Speakers at public rallie·s 

emphasized white· suprem~y and criticized the·· Administration's civil -rights 

m'.easur~s. I ~ec~e Imperial Kligr~p (secretary) and Roper's. 
. ·. . 

princ~pal assistant. At a fiery-cross meeting at Gray,. Georgia, on. October 21,_ 

1951,•1 ... _ _.~alled_on th~ ~an. t~ fight the United Nations, .. "whose charter says• 

yol:l must sleep with Negroes)' support the gevernment of Israel and let th~ 

Ramm Catholic Church lear up our scbcJ"ol system. n 

In .January,. 1950,, for ,__ _________________ __, 

William Hugh Morris' F.ederated Ku Klux Klans,, joined forces with Rpper after 
. . 

being "banished" from the Federated Ku Klux Klans after an argument with 
b7C 

Morris .... I ________ ..... lwas. ousted from his po.sition as National 

Chaplain of the Southern Knights of the Kn Klwc Klan after an argument with 

Bill Hendrix,, and he too joined with Rope:r in the positian of Klokard (lecturer) 

and editCi>r· 8f The American. Klansman. 

The Association 8f Geergia· Klans gradually became inactive. A few . . . 

ye:ars later1 a new Klan leader charged that Roper an~L..-__.~ad stolen between 

$161 000 and $20,: 000 of Klan money .and had be.en "banished" for life. 

The· lack .Gf central organization and. strong leadership created a 

chaotic c.ondition in Klan· affairs., Each group claimed to be the- Klan.,. .. and 

infernal bicke-ring within the variaus Klans and arguments between Klan leaders 
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were pre"Yalent. • Parades, cross hu.rnings,. and public rallies i11creased as 

each Klan sought to attract new members. Increased emphas).s was placed 

on. racial _ segre·gatton and maintenance of ·white supremacy in the South. Klarr 

speakers capitalized on the commwrlst threat,• playing up the C~mmunist Party 

lin·e of Negro equality. Wildly inf_lammatory· language was used to instill fear 

and to enlist the support of persons. who· normally would have nothing to do with 

a Kian-type organization. 

In such an atmosphere,. it was inevitable that violence- would occ~ .. 

The various Klan leaders loudly and righteously proclaimed that they wbuld 

countenance no· vl0lence; ~hat their Klans were law-abiding fraternal groups . 

dedicated ta the preservatian of the· "American" way of life. · But ~or.e and 

• more IQ~men were J>eing identified in the wave· of floggings, mu.rders, and 

other acts· of violence wliteh started in 1950. 

C. Association of Carolina Klans 

.Soon after Roper succe·eded Green as head of the AsSO'.ciation of 

Georgia Klans, Thomas L. Hamilt@n set up a Klan of his own with .headquarters 

in: LeesVille, South Carolina.. He eaJ.Ied this new group the Assaciation .of 

Carolin.a Klan:s,: and arganlzed it from klaverns in North .Caro-Iina and· South 

Carolina which he had preyious1y organized for the AS'socialion of Georgia 

Klamr. • 
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Hamilton, formerly a grocer in Allgll:8ta, Georgia, claimed to have 

been a Klansman since 192·s. In a public announcement on November 20, 1949,. 

of the formation of his new Klan, . Hamilton called for "maintenance of white 

supremacy, separation of· church. and state, free speech, free press,. and 

liberty and justice for all." Roper branded Hamilton a "traitor, " while 

Hamilton coun~ered with the claim that Roper was interested only in the revenue 

he· had been receiving from the Carolina· klaverns. Although the Ass·ociation 

of <:;arolina Klans severed aiI connections .with the Association of Georgia Klans, 

the ideals, purposes,and policies of the two groups remained the same.., 

Parades,. speeches, and cross burnings were utilized .by the 

Association. of Carolina Klaus to stir up enthusiasm and to attract new member.a. 

One parade, .near Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, led by Hamilton,,. resulted in a 

fracas at a Negro dance hall in which one of the Klansmen.,, a robed,. off-duty 

policeman,.. was shot and killed. Hamilton and others were arrested, l)Jut the 

charges were later dismissed. 

Floggings and other terroristic acts soon. extended into North Caroilina. 
• . ~ ...... l 'v 

There, llamilton was not so fortunate. • The action of the Fair Bluff,. North 

Carolina, klavern on October 6,-. 1951; in abductin~ 13llld 
• b7C 

...__ ____ ___.I taking them acros_s the state· line into .South Carolin,a and th~re 

flogging them for alleged immoral activities, brought•on an. FBLinvestigation 
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which r.esulted in ten convictions. Hamilton insisted. that the Klan did not 

sanction such actiyities, and publicly revoked the·- charter of the Fair Bluff 

klavern. State and local action against terrorists during the next 12 months, 

however, resulted in almost 10.0 arrests,. culminating in the arrest of 

Hamilton on May 24, 1952, on charges of conspiracy to kidnap and assault. 

Despite his first protestations of inn:ocence, Hamilton entered a ~urprise 

. plea of guilty on July 22, 1952, and on July 30, 1952, he was sentenced to 

four years in prison. Sixty-two other sentences were meted aut as the climax 

of ·on~ of the largest mas·s trials in North Carolina history. 

There was a lessening of Klan activities throughout the South. 

Southern editors ex:presse'd the hope that· the Klan menace had at last been 

laid to re:st. As it turned out, these hopes were premature. Klan leaders 

needed some incident upon which to base . a fresh appeal. This was provided by 

the· United States Supreme Court decision on M:ity 17, 1954, concerning 

segregation in the public . schools. 

D. National Ku Klux Klan 

To-go back briefly, in the Fall of 1949, Klan !'eaders sought to form 

a national union. of Klan organizations. Their attempts were not succe•ssful 

due to the inability of the leaders to agree: cm who should head such a group ... 
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In December, 1949, a loo1ie affiliation of .three· groups was formed,. to ~ · know,n . 
- . ~ • ' . •, 

as National Ku. Klux Klan. - Participating were· Southern Knights of the Ku Klux 
·· ·. . . ... , 

Klan, Federated Ku Klux Klans, and the· Association of Carolina Klans. An 
- . . .- ....... 

Imperial Council was s·et up, conslst;ing of three members from each 
' . . . . 

· - ' 1 . .. . . ·-

. . . ' : . . 

participating Klan headed by Bill Hendrix, William Hligh Morris, and Thomas L. 
. . . 

. -· . 

Hamilton,. respecUvely. This was .n&t a merger,. ~ no monies were to be .sent 

to any national headquarters. 

Roper's Klan in Georgia was not included in the new National Ku Klux 

Klan. Hendrix accuse(l· Roper of blocking national lµlion of aii Klans. Rop&r 

denied this,. and charged that he: had been double-~r.0$Sed by Hendrix and. • 

Hamilton. Hamilton, in turn,. charged Roper with blocking unilicatiott: by insist!"' 

ing that all fu.ndS be pa,yable to him. 

Formation of the Nation'al Ku Klux Klan was pub;IicJy announced on 

January 29, 1950. :Militant acti® was calledf(iJr against such groups as the • 

F~deral Council of Churches af Christ in America,. ;B'nai B'rith~. and the 

National AssociatiQn for the Advancement 0f Colored People~ A slightly differ.ent 

approach to Catholics was ·f.ormulated in:. a statement that while the Catm)lic 

Church was sincereiy fighting cnm:mumsm, its "ci~trical hierarchy'' was 

totalitarian in its views. and "mu:st not be permitted to dominate· and control 
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• ✓ 

the fight against commwlism. " Progressive education was termed "nothing 

more than a communist_ movement, so.metimes called Socialist, to. use· the 

schools and colleges to overthrow the American way· of life arid our Constitution. " 

The Klan, said the announcement, was tolerant and supported free enterprise 

and the-Constitution. 

Although members and leaders of the three· Klan8 appeared from 

time to time at parade·s and pubUc rallies of other participating Klaas, each 
.". ;:-' 

Klan pursued 'its. own course-an:d the National Ku Klux Klan never amounted. to 

anything as an_ orpmzed group. 

. , • 



·m. KLAN .MOVEMENT ·MAll.KED BY FACTIONALISM 

_A. · ... U ... S. Kl.ans, Knights of the Ku.Klux Klan:, Inc. 

In 1953, a number of officers and members of the Association of 

Georgia Kl.ans, dissatisfied with Roper's leadership, withdrew to form a new 

Klan; which was destined to become-the largest and best known of aij. Klan 

groups. Eldon Lee Edwards, an Atlanta automobile-~ainter, became'· Imperial 

Wizard an~ on September 4, 19~3, he copyrighted -the old Kl.oran: of the Kni,ghts 

of the-Ku Klux Klan, Inc., with only mi,nor changes,, in the name of U.S. 

Kl.ans of Georgia, • Knights .of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Edwards set out to build a national Klan OTganization, bu.t • so·on 

found that the name U.S. Klans of Georgia, Knights of the ~u Klux Klan, was 

a definite obstacle in soliciting members ln other states_. He-solved ,this 
. . 

problem by changing the name. On October 24, 1955, in Fulton County . . . . . 

(Georgia) Superior Court, a charter was grant~d to E. L. Edwards, M. we·sley 

Morgan, and William A. Daniel,. Sr., in the name .of _U~ ~. Klans, ~ghts of 

the. Ku Klux Klan, Inc. The attorney for the charter peUtion was Samuel 

Green, Jr.,. son of the late Imperial· Wizard of the Association of Oeorgia. 

Klans. This new group was described as an organizati(?n for social and 

charitable· purposes, and the general nature of its business was to formulate 
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and execute plans for the advancement of the fraternal society, and to promote 

Ch'ristian faith and a better way of life among its members. The real purpose, 

of course, was to promote whit~ supremacy and the continuation of segregation 

in the South. Edwards maintained that these objectives would be met only 

through leg~ means and without viaience. 

Edwards established headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. Imperiai 

Wizard Edwards, with Imperial K;laliff M. Wesley Morgan and Imperial Kligrapp 

·William A. Daniel~ _Sr . . , both <:Wscribed as long-time Klan. fanatics, set the 

policy for the new Klan . ...._ _____________ ____, Georgi~ .... ! __ _, 

-----· I took an active part as Imperial K10kard, an~ I. 
formerly· active in Original Southern Klans, Inc., now joined forces with 

- Edwards as ail organizer . 

• National Kl.onvocations (conventions) are helq in Atlanta. · At a 

Klonvoc·auon in Junell 1956', a new password was released to members 

present.:...;."White Man." At a Klonvocation in June,. 1957, after a delegate 

had told assembled Klansmen ·that it was time for all Klansmen to carry 

their Bibles in 1Jne hand and their muskets in the other, a new password was 

adopted--"Fight Communism.- " 
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----------------~er•.s Association of 

Georgia Klans :liter being ' 'banished" by Morris from Federated Ku Klux Klan, 

n~w joined for.e:e's with Ectwa:rd$. On: Octeber 211, 1956, Edwar•· appointed 

____ prand Dragon for AJaba:m~-. .... I ___ !was an inflammatory .orator. True, • 

he usua.I1y predicated his remarks with· a statement that the:·alms Gf the Klan· 

were peaceflii and tliat lawful means' would be used to prevent integration> but: 

suc·h statements were overshadowed. when he-would cry, "N&graes who try w 

force their way into· our white schooi.s aren't looking-for· ~ education-.:.they'r& 

looking for a funeral.~' In: highly descriptive terms, he W0Uld exhort hilJ 

listen-era on the' theOry th~ if white: girls and Negro boys ~ent to: the· same 
. . 

'schoo.l they would also gl')"- to dances together, and that "your ~air skinned~ fair 

hair.ed daughter'f would soon_find he"Tself in the, arms of a " burr0 headecl;'. 

liver~lippecJ,, go~~~melling nigger With hi8 mind deep in adultery." 

b7C 

In June, 1957, ;·_ b7C ...._ _________________ ...., 

_____ ______,JI 

On .June 10,- 19511, Robert M. Shelton,. ~fTUB'Cal<AAta attorney, was · • 

appainted Gr·and Dragon fer Alabama. On .June 141. 1957> U •. S .. Kla~s,. Kttlghts 

of the-. Ku Klux Klan,· Inc. , was r.egistered with the Secretary of State of 

Alabama. 

- 35- -



. On January 10 and January 27, 1957, Montgomery, Alabama, where 
. .. ' , .. 

city bus _EJegregation h?,d just been ende_d, was the scene of a series of· bombings 
, · . . 

and ~tempt~d bombings of Negro churches and ministers' homes. Montgomery· 
• . . . • . ' 

police blamed "members of the Montgomery branch of the Ku Klux Klan" for 
. . . ' . .. . . 

• the acts. . -'\n unnamed Klan spokesman said "the Klan as an organization does 

not sanction no1; does it condone such violence, " but admitted that he "understood" 

tha~ s~~e ~ the men charged with the_ acts belonged to the Klan. The Klan 

immediately· rallied to the defense of the four· men indicted for these bombings~ 
·• • . . . 

A defense fund was set 11p to_ raise the $60,. 000 needed far attorneys' fees for 

the indicted men.,, and Imperial Wizard Edwar·ds is reported to have sent an .. ; : ( . .. _: . 

appeal to all klaverns asking for donations to this defense fund. 

Typical of the organizational activities of Edwards was the chartering 
• .. ·. . . . . . . 

of a klave~n at Mobile, Alabama,. on July 7, 1956. _j ________ j a 

.__ _____ ___,!who had been active in William Hugh Morris' Federated Ku 

Ki:ux Klans during 1949 and 1950, became the Exalted Cyclops of the new MQbile 

klavern. . He and Edw:ards agreed that the fee for new members would be 

$10~ 00, with a $3. 00 fee for members being reinstated. Of the first 25 

member:8, Edwards was to r~ceive ~7. 00 for eac_h new member and $2. 00 

for each reinstatement. Thereafter, Edwards was to receive $4. 00 for each 
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new member and $1. 00 for each reinstatement.. Edwards agreed to send 

speakers for an open meeting as part of a general membership driye. • 

. According tq._....,..... _ ____.I EdwardS appeared to be interested only ·in.the money 

involved. 

B. . • Gwf Ku Klux Klan 

• .... 1 ___ pras not long satisfied with this arrangement, for three· 

months later, in October, 1956, he_ withdrew the Mobile-klavern from Edwards' 

Klan and formed hi.a own Klan, the Gulf Ku 'Klux Klan. The aims and purposes 

_remained the same--to maintain w~te supr.emacy and separation of the races.,. 

and to fight .communism and the· National Association f~r the Advancement of 

C~lored Peop~e.. He said his Klan would hav.e three de~ees,. Apprentice 

Klansman,- Klankraft) and Master Klansmany but when he attempted to copy-. . . . . . . 

right these degrees he w.as turned down because they were not submitted in 

proper form •. 

,____ __ ....,~ook the tiUe of Imperial Wizard and appQinted _I __ __ 

.____ .... las· G_ran:d Dragon for Alabama .... I _______ _.!had been officer_s 

of the· old Federated Ku Klux Klans;. an~ ~ad previously stated that he 

• had .had to "banish"! ~n 1950 for failure to acCol:ll\t for membership dues. _ 

He-.Said he-had reluctantly ~cc~ptedj linto the ~ew Mobile klavem of. u i s. 
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Klans in July,_ 19561 and had promQted him to Grand Dragan of his· new Gulf 

Ku .Klux Klan so he could keep an eye on him. - . , • 

. In additi~µ to the usual cross burnings, during the Winter · of 1956 

,____ __ _.linstituted a series· of visits by hooded Klan members to local churches· b 7 c 

where, with all possible· publicity, contribu~ons would be made to the churches. 

After .several months, such visits became leslJ frequent,_ alleg~y because 

Klan members complained that the practice was causing too much of a drain 

on their pocketbooks. 

. . 
C. Alabama Knights of the~ Klux Klan, Inc. • 

In May.,, 1951),. Birmingham Kla'vern No.- 1 of the U.S. K1ans of 

Alabama voted to withdraw from Edwards' group and form a new Klan. The 

reason behind this move was· reported to be apposition on the part of the klaverp. 

m.ember:s to sending money to Imperial He~arters in Atlanta and to 

contributing to the. defense flllld of the· Klansmen wider indictment for the 

bombings in Montgomery,: Alabama. As a result of this withdrawal, the 

Exalted Cyclops and ce~ other officers of Bir.mingham Kla'Vern No. 1 

were ''banished!-'-bj' .Edwards' from the U.S. Kfans ;/~ Alabama "for the· rest of 
.:,.· 
:-. .,:; 

• their miserable -fives._" First known as Alabama· Ku Klux Klan,,. Inc . .., the 

original charter filed with the Jefferson County,. Alabama,. Probate Court on 

June- 7, 1957,. was amended on August 19, 1957, to change the- name to Alabama 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. 
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D., The Original Ku.. Klux Klan ·of the Confederacy 

A klav'en of. the· u .. s. KJ.ans· of Alabama .had been, established at 

Ensley,. Alabama,, a .suburb of Birmingham~ ... I _______ ____.I a 
. ' 

notorious Alabama .segregationist,• had been. accepted as a member of this 
• ~· • --- ' ' 

klavern. . ~dw,ards demanded lhmj ►e ''barits~ed" f;rom the'· klaveni,.. . . ..... __ _._ · b7C 

•. ~d when this was not done·p E.dYfara& ''banished" the entir,e insley kJa.rern •. '. 

c=Jmmediately formed a IQan of his QWJI,_ . ~c~ was 
incorpqrated in Alabama Qn .N~.ember ·ao,. 19.5,6, as· The Original, Ku iq'1X 

Klarn,l the Ctm{.eclera:cy •. The .sta.te'd p~ses. of the new group wer:e: to 
' . . 

• pr.omote- the,·bett~rment of eommWlitie,s~ mwtle1pa4ti.eJl,. and .cQunties. in • 

the: stat~ ~ defend 'th~ Constitution and to'-la~wly .oppose- lbage whO'. 

woald de_stroy or pervert ttr to asSist iB avQidaltce· of racial tensions; 

an~ by friendly disc~sion1 br bring about understanding between. the 

ra.c'e:s. 
I • 

. Strange, inde'ed,: were· the m:etbo'ds employed to inspire 

membe-rf to. car:ry ·out.these-ostensibly worthy purposes.. Meetings• were 

called fEl ord~r with a cer:e:mony which included fbe: thrusting of a sWQTd 

into the floor and a knife info the speak~'s rostrum. Member.s were 

reported to· openly carry knives and guns during meetings. At one·. 

initiation ceremooyy held' in a pin:e.farest in a remote rural are~ .many 
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of the: masked and robed members carried reYolvers, knives, swords,. et c~tera. 

Models.' of human. skulls glowe·d in the-f~e·. . Applicanl:si-warned tbat they would 

be-killed if they divulged Klan. s~crets, · put- ashes from the fire ,on their faces, -

whicbl .... _ ____.l explained was a viking custom known. as "ashes· of the dead." · At 
. ' . . ( 

the end of t~e ceremony, after taking the "oath of death" and the neath of secrecy," 

each· appli~ant took the-"blood aath~"" This consisted of each initiate cutting his 

arm with a baybnet,, dipping his fing:ei- in bis own blood,. writing his initials on· 

a piec•e- of paper,· an:d _throwing the paper into the fire. 

_ • .... I -----~'.on~ man rule'' and his: methQ~ of handling Klan fund&' soon 

eauBed dissension in The Original Ku Klux Klan of the-Confederacy. These 

differences reached a climax· at a meeting on January 2·2·,. 19:S.7~ culminating in 

. a shooting affray in which two- membe'r:s· wer·e-wounded. 

·E. Knights of the-Ku Klux Klan of th-~ Confederacy 

After the shooting on January 22~ 1957, The Original Ku Klux Klan 

of the Confederacy split into-.two groups. One group .s·u.bsequently incorporated 

on July 23:, 19.511,. ·as the Knights. of _the Ku: Klux Klan of ttle-Cenfederacy,- with 
. . 

the same- ostensible purposes as were listed for The Original Ku Klux Klan .~ 

the Confederacy. 
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The followers of __ l ____ lfo!med_thei_r_ own faction ~d ultimately . 

became involved in one of. the most shocking e:,tamples of senseless Klan . 
• • • r 

brutality ever p!rpetrated. 

According to police accounts of the crime, on September 2r ~957, 
; 

members~ this.faction met with their Exalted Cyclops. One of the men had 

been _selected for th~ position of A~sistant Exalted Cyclops, but first he had 

to ''prove himself worthy.." Six men were selected to look for some "damn . . . . 

Negr_o to scare the hell out of." Th~y toured the Negr~ area in two cars for 

an hour until they happened across ________________ ____. 

who was ~companied by a woman companion .... I __ _.~as kidnapped ·and ~aken 

to a remote hideout. . He was forced to his knees before a robed figure ~d b7C 

l?iven his choice of mutilation or death. In the ensuin~ scuff le. I lwas 

same ~ng would happen to any Negro who tried to send his children to a white 

school. I _ I ~arried an~ I had ~en selected 

_solely by chance. He had never taken partin any ,integration movement. b 7 c 
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F. Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,. Inc. (Louisiana) • 

~ May 11, 1956, a charter was U.led with the Louisiana Secretary 

of State for Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,. Inc. Re,µster.ed agents were listed 

as Edgar· C .. Taylor, Jr., and Perry E. Strickland, and the ct(arter set forth 

. that the group had been organized at Baton. Rouge; Louisiana,. on May 10, 1956, • 

. •• ''tc!J promote the• Christian Faith; the intellectual improvement and amusement 

Qf its members; to· promote, . foster,_ and afford opportun,ity for athletics, 

spo~,.-and all indo0r and 0utdoor games and sports; to promote a better way 

of' life among i~ members and to uphold the C<mstitution_ of the Unite'd States,,. 

·and generally to cia all things necessary or proper to achieve· such ends .. " 
. . 

This new group was ta be asiJooiated with Edwards' lJ.S. Klarur,: Knights of 

the Ku: Klux Klan, Inc .. 

In: accord_ance with Louisiana law, which requires yearly filing of 

COllllpiete membership list&' from all but Nati0nal Guard or chur~h groups, 

Knights of the K11 Klux Klan, Inc. , somitted a membership ·ust to· the 

~siana S-e-cretary of State .an. December 3, 1956. Howeverp when Edwards 

had c8nfe-rred with officers of the- Louisiana groap on December 1,. 19.56.y. an 

argument developed aver finances and control by Edwards. The breach was 

not healed,- and .the-new Klan s~on: split into• two fact~ns. Edgar C. Taylor, Jr~, 

service statian .empl~ee and welder,. r.emained as Grand Dragon for Leuisiana 
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and attempted to reorganize the Knights. of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., as an . 

affiliate of ~ds' Klan. Re met with little- succe:ss,.. and inBe~ber, .,1957, 

TayJa.r told an informant that his organiZatio~ was inactiv.e. 

G. Knational Christian Klan Kingdom,_ Inc. 

The ~er faction ·of Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. ,. led by 

Reverend Perry E. Strickland, Baptist minister and insu.ran:ce 'Salesman, 

formed· an independent group with headquarters at Denham Springs, Louisiana. 

This f a.ctiQn first eal,led itself the National Ku Klux Klan, bu.t when the charter 

was filed.with. the Louisiana _Secretary of State on. May 1, 195'1, it was wider 

the name Knatinal ChriS'.tian Klan. Kingdem, Inc. Strickland announced that · . 

his or.ganizatitm was chartered as: a,ehurch ~oup,. and so: woµ.Id not be required 

ta file membership lists. Its: stated aims: and plll"PQSeB were-to uphold the 

Constitution _al the· United States and to: promote Christian faith, inteliectual 

improvement, amus·ement,: and .athletic activiti:es of its member.a. The· actual 

purpase, of conse, was the same as any other Klan group-~tG pr:ev.ent 

integratien. Strickland hin,:ui-eli• publicly announced that Knational Christian. 

Klan Kingdem, Inc., was a n011profit :corporation formed "t& prote'Ct the ideals' 

of the white race. " 

I 
• ' 

! 
I 



) . . 

: Plans were: laid for both· a state and a national organization; with 

strickland .as National Grand President~ Individual klavernS"·were to be called 

"kingdoms,." and the password for HJ57 was "White-,Supremacy~ " During the 
. . ·. ,• . . . 

fir.st few ~onths,_ Strickland_ claimed_ some· success in attracting members in 

Louisiana, but by September, 1957, Knational Christian Klan Kingdom, Inc . ., 

was largely inactive. 
. . ' 

H~ :/How·U.S. Klaus-,. Knights of-- the-.- Ku -Klux Klany Inc. 1. Sought New Members 

_:; ·-: . . • :- an. June lt.,. -19'55/ speaking before-a s·o-foot burning cross at a 

public: rally· six miles south of Sumter~ South Carolina, Imperial ·Wizard 
. ,t . 

... Edwards of the U~ S. Kl.ans,. . Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., called for 

a rebirth of tbe-·hooded order in the Carolinas. This Wa$-reported to·be the 

first open Klan -meeting in South Carolina since ·Thomas L. Hamilton, f<l>rmer 

South Carolina Klan leader, had be·ert sent to prison in 1952. 

·-·Edwards delivered-an inflammatory speech designed to attract new 

member·s. _He ch_arged that the· Supreme Court decision calling for termination 

of' racial segregation was not an order but "an,. edict" framed by the "nine 

buzzards" making u:p the. Court. He ·charged that the de.cision was a 

communist-Jewish-Catholic plot aimed at "destroying and mongrelizing" 

the white rac·e,. and said that the communists believed that once the "white man 
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has been mongrelized, they will have everybody in their power . " lie called 

Presidenf Eisenhower "Eisenberger, 11 and linked him with the "Jewish 

conspiracy" which had brought about the racial integration decision. He said 

that the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was 

"not .a Negro organization, 11 but had been· formed in 1906 by a "group of three 

people sent directly from Russia," and th~t of the original 50-odd members, 

. "two-thirds had been later named as Communists. " Others named by Edwards 

as having· a part in the "conspiracy" were ''the Jew Bernard Baruch" and 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. As can be seen, Edwards utilized all of the four 

traditional Klan targets in his speech--Negroes, Jews, Catholics, and foreign 

born·. He closed with a plea for "unity, II and called for all members of the 

audience who were "one hundred per cent Protestant white Americans"· to join. 

the Klan. 

·Edwards appointed ... ! _________ __,I South C~oUna, 

...__ ___ __.l ·as organizer for South Carolina. I lstaged well-~vertised 

public rallies, complete with burning crosses, to stir up interest in his Klan· 

and to sec=,ure members. Speakers_ include~ . I various Klan :officials . 

from Atlajita, and local Klan leaders, all expounding on variations ot. the theme 

set forth by Edwards at Sumter, S~uth Carolina. I La 
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...._ __________ .....,I South· Carolina, j_oined forces wit~ ... -__ _ 

and soon be·came known at1Klan rallies.as the-! ... __________ _ 

• __ 1 -~ 

By_. the .Summ~r Qf 1956J .... __________ ~ Grand Dragon 

of South Carolina. ·Membe·rship {ee was set at $10. 00,. $3. 00 going tq ___ _ 

·$3 .. -1>0 tQ- the local klave~µ, and $4. 00 to. the- recruiter. Presumably) some of 

____ lshare was forwarded to-Edwards' in Atlanta. 

Klansmen in neighooring areas were· oft~n called upon to assist at 

rallies. For example·,. in a letter tc:, the Exalted Cyclops .of a Savannah, 

G-eorgia,:· klaver.n ~ed April 2·, 1957,: .... l __ ....,lannounc·ed·a rally to be. held 

near Kingstree,.'. :s0uih CaraUna, oo April 13·, 195'7,. and said th.at he wanted 

a:s' manyKlansmen "as ·can be found" te ·attend the m.e·etlng because "this 

section: is l0aded with Catholics which is trying to !nteE_grate the Negre." 

I~ Association of .Soutti Carolina Klans 

.___ __ ...,fsoon fo~d he had co~petition in Sou~ Carolina. In the Fall 

of 19·55, a group in Columbia, Seuth Carolina, started a Klan patterned after 

the-old A.ssociafion of Carolina KI.ans of Thomas L.-. Hamilton. After some 

eonf usion aS to just what name this new Klan would ~pt, it finally became· 

b;own as the Association of SG\lth c arolina Klans. ....1 ______ I a 
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.._ _____ __.I was the motivating force behind this new o~ganization, 

assisted ~ .... _______ ___,pf Mims ·Electric Co·., an~ 1 • 

----~ B'tlldent. 

By _the Fall of. 1~5&y._l __ ..... lhad dropped out of the Association 

of ~outh C_arolina Kl.ans, allegedly to pro-mote-a new group called Protestpt 
• . , · 

. Br·ot:herho.qd of America. . Certain factioos of the Associatton of .Sou.th Carolina 

. Klan-s left wit~ .... __ _.l mciuding_:a group of the Camden, South Carolina.,: 

klay-.ern: known as the t'Holy Terrors. " The-"Holy Terrors" had;; split tbe 
. . . . . . • . 

Cam.den·· idavtn-n: be·cau.$'e· 8f the-ir tf;!rr-,.riStic activities. Members of the . . . . . 

'1110-ly Terrors1
' w.ere _be-lieved responsible for the' floggings Gn Dee-ember 217,-. . . • 

~9~,- of.__ ________________ ______.· for alleged - b7C 

pr'<:>inwgration: ~emarks ..... l __________ ___,~or the Six men arrested 

for· the fiagging. 

The Prote·stant BrQthe-rhood of America .never developed into· more 

~ a tempor~y -eover -for ... l ___ ..,IKian activities • ._I ___ ..,ltaction s0911 , 

j&ine~ with Edwards' grou.v, and at the-National _Klonvo·cation of lJ. s. Klan·s, 
. . 

Knights ~ the-Ku ~ux Klan, Inc.,,: held in June-,. 195-'T:i,- at Atianta,.I lwas 

elected to-the Imperial Office- of Klabe-e-(treasurer). 

~qntinue:d prometing_ the A~l'SG'cia.J;ion of South 

Caralina Klarur~ aBBisted 

0 



J. South Caro.Jina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan!'. Inc. 

A klavern of the U.S. Klans, Kmghts of the Ku Klux Klan; Inc. , had 

been organized in Greenville, .Sou.th Carolina. This klavern was disbanded in · 

the Fall~ 1956 after a dispute wit~._ __ _,pver f~ces .. Led~..__ _ _, 

• remnants of 

this group on December 121 1956,. published legal notice of intention to incorporate 

as the 8011th Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,, Inc. In April, 1957, after . 

. the South Carolina Secretary of State-refused to issue· the. cha,rter, this organization 
' . . 

announced that it was disbanding. 

In May, 19.57, members·of the disbanded Klan, led by ... ! _______ _.I 
. . . -
·a former officer of the Greenville klaverri. of U.S. Klan:s) Knights of the Ku 

Klux Klan, Inc., formed a new organization known as South Carolina Knights · 

of the Ku Klux Klan., which was to be associated with Bill Hendrix' Florida Klan 

group. A large ra:ily was· set for June 1,. 1957, near Greenville, at which the· 

princi.pa.I' spe·akers ~~re Bill Hendrix and .... l ____ _.I Afte~ ____ _.I talked 

about ·his 
1

prosegregationist activities, Hendrix addre.s.sed the rally. He 

discussed the dangers of racial mixing and told of the Klan's fight for 11liberty 

and freedom. " He is reported to have said that if the· Supreme Court contim1ed 
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the way it was going, the-day would come. when feeling against the Jews wollld 

be so high that the reaction "will make Hitler look like a B_aptist Sunday School . . . . 

picnic.'' He was also· quoted as saying that white children "can handle iniegration . . 

in the .. schools. with some- baseball bats. " 

The June 3,_ 1957)" issue of the Greenville Piedmont newspaper reported 

an interview with Hendrix. "It's doubtful that we can continue to fight segregation 

by lawful .means, " he said. When asked about the possible 1:J.Se of violence, · he 

replied: "Violence? No, I don't think we'll have to· use violence, but you must 

rem.ember that we· (officials) have no cont~ol over what individu:al-or a group of 

klansmen will do. '' 

By the Fall of 1957., .South Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan had 
. - . . . . 

extended its activities into surrounding states and the name· was changed to . 

lndepe~dent Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. In the meantime, .... l ___ lmet_with 

opposition from members who were not· in favor of the alliance with Bill Hendrix. 

He was· forced out of the organization after the Grand Council f oun~ him guilty of 

embe·zzling Klan. funds. 

On October 4., 1957 -,._I ___ lanno.unced that he h"ad resigned the title 
I 

of Grand Dragon of the So~th Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan to become 

Grand Dragon of a newly organized group to be known as National Ku Klux Klan, 

Knights ef the· Ku Klux Klan of South Carolina. However; on January 1., 1958, 

b7C 

...__ __ _.jsaid that National Ku Klux Klan had been dissolved and that he was urging 

all former members to join the-United·White Party recently formed at Knoxville'll 

Tennessee. 
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K. Knights of the· Ku Klux Klan (North Carolina) 

Early in 1956,. Arthur W .. _Bryant and his brother· Joseph C. Bryant, 

both"of Charl0tte, North Car:olina,: and president and e~ecutive·.secretary,_ .• 

respe~tively, of the-states Rights League. of North Carolina, started distributing 

anti-Semitic and pre$egregation literature·. ,Joseph C. Bryant fB• reported·to 

have said that the .states Rights Leagu:e of North Caro-Una was to be the nucleus 

fw a Klan group in Charlotte'. 

The actiVities ·of the Bryant brothers led to their arrest, with fou:r 

other persons~ on May 31 and June 1,-: 1956, for violation of a North Carolina 
' 

statute- making .it a misdemeanor to mail or distribute ·written or printed 
. • . t 

material which, if published, would bring perBOif:8-identified ther~in intd public 

.centempt or disgrac~r .. A.11 wer.e later releas·ed except ~rthur.W. -Bryant and 

P.ercy C. Wyat4 .who we-re fined and given suspe~ded sentences in Charlatte. 
I 

·Recorder's Court on Jwi:e 8,. 1956. 

Arthur and Joseph Bryant, with another .brother, Harry,. operated the 

Art Stone Works in Charlotte. At the time· the arrests were made:, a sear·ch 
. . . t . 

of this. establis•hm:ent r ·evealed -quantities of alle·ged defamatory matterr a . 
;\ 

printing press· belonging to Wyatt, and 3·3 applications ~ -join or be reinstated 

in the· u .. S. Klans, Knights 01. the Ku Klux Klan;, Inc. 
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Wyatt kas been described as· haVing been a fanatic on racial ~atters 

for many year:s,. with a ·partic~:·bias against Jews. At on~ time (19~5), he: 

had bee • . He .was L----------------------------J 
a charter member Of the Patriots.at North Carelina, Inc., an organization 

chartered in North Carolina on Augu.st ·221 1955, '.'to _maintain the purity of 

the white race,· promote· racial peace and goodwill, maintain existing social 

structures and-pro~ote the rights. of states to regulate their own internal 

affairs." In 19.54,. he was: listed, on.Ietterbeads of Pro-Southerners as a .. 

member of the Advis'ory Board. 

After the c~yi:ction of Arthur W. Bryant and Pe-rc·y C. Wyatt en 

June~- 1956,. :Bryant ·communicated with .klav.ern:s of U.:s,. Klans, Knights . 

0f the Ku Klux Klan:,,_ Inc., . in other states in an appeal for funds to: pay fines . 

and_ attorneys~ fees:, et cetera.. In tile meantime, he·· had been assistmQ 

..__ _ __.Im or~"Ang .the Klan in. So~h Carelina. Bryant. attended th~' Nati(:)nal 
I 

Klonvocation m U .. s .. Klans,:. Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Ine., held in 

. Atlanta in J1me, 19,5.6, as the_ lane-representativ~ f rem North Carolina. 

• Early in the Fall of .l956;1 b,wshed".Rev:er.end.James· Co~e, 

reportedly bec-a:use Cole Wa.$- advt:rea~g the use 0f force and Violence· _in Klan 

_activities an~ because Cole: had been UBi~ his position inL..l ___ ....1 

b7C 



.. , 

organization for_ his: own personal gain. • Cole· immediate:ly-joined force·s with 

the three Bryant brothers. in_ trying to e·s~lish a·Klan organization_ in North . 

Carolina. Arthur W. Bryant assumed the title of Grand Dragon of.North ·· 

Carolina and ·sought ta· have . his group recognized as part of Edwards' U.S. 

Klans, Knights of the Ku Kl~ Klan, : inc ..... I ___ r in South C~olina, 

protested, with the· result that about November, 1956, Edwards is reported 

' to have "banished" Arthur W .. Bryant from the U.S. IO.ans, . Knights of the 

Ku Klux ~, Inc. 

· When· attempts· ·to affiliate with Edwards' group failed, Bryant told 

' an iilf ormant that his organizatiGn w0u:ld be known as Knights of the. Ku Klux 

Klan and that he ·wolll.d_ attempt to secure a ~harter from the S~e of Delaware. 

Public rallies were staged.in North Carolina during the Fall and Winter _of 

1956 in an effort to arouse intere·st in the new organization. · 

North 

Carolina; ·assisted in the organizing efforts, but the Bryant brothers allegedly 
. . ~ 

. were·· not -completely sati2'ied with Watkins, appar·ently because of some 

previous financial dealings in which· they felt that Watldns had been dishonest . 

. Reverend James Coie;. the. "country preacher from down the road," 

. was the principal speaker at public rallies of Knights of the· Ku Klux Klan. 
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.. 
Cole; a good speakez:. with a flair for showmanship, has· been described by 

persons who have known him as a money-mad individual who preached only 

because he felt it was the easiest way to make a living. A former associate· 

in the Baptist ministry said Cole was not a "man of God," could not be trusted, 

and would do anything for personal gain. 

A typical puplic rally of the Knights of. the Ku Klux Klan· wo~Jd 

start with a recording of the national anthem, followed by the Klan "anthem'\-­

"The Old Rugged Cross"--and a prayer. ~peakers would emphasize· that th~ 

organizati0n did not believe in viol~nce, but in the next breath would make 

statements· which could only incite to violence. F.or example, the North 

·Carolina General Assembly had enacted a law concerning integration in J>ublic 

schools of North Carolina. This law was known ·as· the · Pearsall Plan. 

Reverend James Cole, criticizing the Supreme Court, the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored. People, the Ford Foundation, the National 

Council of Chur-c.bes, the Catholic Church, Masons, et cetera, in spea:]p.ng on 

the evils of integration, would climax his talk with: "If the Pearsall Plan will 

not work,. the, Smith and.Wesson-Plan will." 

At a. rally at Salisbury, North Carolina, on July 20, 1957,. Cole 

ref erred to an instance where Durham Negroes tried to swim in a white 

- 53-:-



_swimming pool. Paraphrasing words formerly use~ ~---------­

Cole, who by now was calling himseU -Grand Wizard,.. told his audience: "A 

Negro v.rbo wants to_ go~ a white swimming pool is not looking for a bath, he's 

looking f OJ," a_ funeral. " 

For· a time,. Cole used a five-year-old child as a speaker at Klan . 

rallies. When called upon to speak, the youngster, dressed in Klan regalia, 

would-deliver· a one-sentence ·message: "I ain'-t going ·to school with Niggers. H 

A p.amphlet entitled "Why You Should Become a Klansm,an" was 

distributed at rallies ef • Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Excerpts set forth below 

illustrate- a cypical· Klaa appeal to anti-Negro,- anti-Catholi~,. anti-Jewish, and 

antiforeign-born sentiments, thinly disguised under tlie cloak of patriotism . 

and Christianity .. 

• t11f you are a White Man your place is with an organized White 
Manvs movement dedicated to the- task of preserving the integrity., 
the blood-purity, the traditions> the ideals> and the heritages of 
the White Races in Ame·rica. This is the Racial Mission of the 
Klan·. 

"If you are- a native-born American your place is· with an 
organized·White,. Native-born American ·movement dedicated to 
all the high and holy ideals and principles of real American · 
patriotism. In its influences and its teachings,- and its principles.,. 
the Knights of the Ku Klux K.].an seeks to generate and impart a 
spirit of loyalty to America, , of consecration. to her ideals, of _ 
fealty to her in.stitutions> of support to her government, of • 
obedience· to her laws) and of unselfish devotion. to her interests. 

"If you are a Protestant yolil' place is with an organized White, 
Native-born American Protestant movement dedicated to the 
re-animation. of genuine Protestantism in America. As it grows, 
the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is quietly but effectively aiding in 
the. upbuilding of Protestant Christianity. " 
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·"If you believe· in law and order your place is with an 
organized movement that. is effectively creating respect • 
for Law". emphasizing obedience to Law., and insisting 
upon. the full and imp.artial enf orcem.ent of Law.,.- in every 
plaee where it is fully aperatlye. The· Knights of the· Kil Klux 
Klan is dedicated to this principle .. '·' • 

·" 

·"If yau believe· in the American Poblic Schaol System your 
place is with an 0rganiz.ed movement that is• dedicated to 
th·~ principle that the American Public .School _SyBtem mu.sf 
and shall ·be pre·served,. supported,, and developed for the • 
. highest po~sible functioning in our American life .. '' 

. ,,. 

"~ _y0u. believe th~t White,, Native-Born Protestant Americans 
should have the .same rights in their own country that are 
granted. to alien and other groups,, then your place ·is· witb 
the mov-ement that 'is organized to cherish,. establish; ,and 
maintain: these· rights for Ameri.cans. Other g,:-oup.s are· 
actively operative in. fw-thering the-ir owit peculiar group 
inre.rests. The Jews are organized to protect Jewish interests; . 
the Roman. Catholics are orga.n.i.zed to furthe·r papal interests·> • 
the Negrees are organized to advance th~ interests of. that 
race-; and in: various parts. a.f America,, various racial .and 
alien:--national gr0ap~ are organized for the· furtherance· of 
their particular interests and the· spre·ad of their peculiar 
ideals ameng our own American. people. These J;'aciai and 
religiaus grollpB exerci~fe the rights of freedom of assembly; • 
free speech,. and free-press.. The Knights of the Kt1 Klux Klan 
believes th.at Whj.te, Native-born, Protestant Americans should 
be protected in their own exercise of these fundamental . 
American rights, and e.specially in their right to insist that 
America shall be made American through the: promulgation .of 
American. principles~ .the· dissemination of American ideals, 
the creation of whole.same American sentimen~ the preservation 
of.American. illstitutians1 an:d th.rough aU of those means th.at 
will make for a nobler, purer, and more prosperous .America .. " 
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In December, 1957,, Reverend James C.ole attempted to extend his 

. Klan actiVities into. the State of Virginia. On December 3,.. 195'7,. orie James 

Garland Martin arrived in Danville, Virginia,. . to make arrangements for a 

rally and cross burning to be held near Danville on the night' of December 7~ 

1957. Leaf lets circulated in. the Danville area ann~W1Ced that: the Grand 

W~zard would talk on "Why I Be'lieve in Se~egation. " • Virginia newspapers , 

noted that this was the first Klan meeting in Virginia since the· late 1920' .. s. 

The rally was not a succ-e'Bs. It took piac·e· in a waterlogged: 

pasture during a steady rainfall. The 13 robed Klansmen present had 

difficulty in lighting the water-soaked cros·s~ Cote· attempted to stir up 
. , 

interest in the Klan, with little success.· As· stated in an editorial in -th~ 

December ~ 'i l957, issue .of. The Danville Register: 

" · .. They simply le0ked ridiculQ'us--as ridiculous as they 
were . . . " 

The Ro~oke (Va.) Times· commented editorially on Decembe·r 17>. 

195·7, . on the idea of a Klan revival in Virginia: • 

"The idea is deplorable because the Klan is the distillation 
of all the cowardice, cruelty and moral· corruption present 
in extreme racism. " 

Reverend .~ames Cole and James.Garland Mar~ were soon .to -~ 

involved in an incident which~. in spite of its serious implications, was tG • 
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make the }pan the laughingstock of the Nation.. Early in January, . 1958, 

crosses were burned near Indian homes in. Robeson County, North Carolina; 

which has a population. of approximately 40, 000 white people, 30, 000 Lumbee 
. . 

Indians, and 25,000 Negroes. Cole was ·q1;1oted as saying the cross burnings 

· were intended .to be a warning to those Indians who were trying to integrate. 

A Klan rally was announced for January 18, 1958, near Maxton, North 

Carolina. 

The rally turned into a rout., Indians, shooting shotguns and rifles 

into the air, descended upon the ~sm_en and broke up the meeting. Local 
') • 

officers used tear gas to quiet the melee, and the Klansmen withdrew. James 

Garland Martin was arrested on charges of public d.rlJ.Ilkenness and carrying 

. -.a concea).ed·weapon. Later, a North Carolina State grand jury indicted 

. Martin and Cole on charges· of inciting. a riot. Cole, by then, had returned. to 

his home in South Carolina,. where he issued a statement that he planned to 

institute· lega~ action against the Sheriff of Robeson Caunty. He complained 

that he-had been denied his rights under the law because he was a member of . . 

the white race. 

L. Knights of the Kuklos Klan 

Harry William Pyle, an elderly) retired painting contractor of 

Memphis, Tennessee, published a mimeographed monthly paper called 
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The Political Reporter., which has been described-as a bitterly anti-Negro►.­

anti-Jewish-type ''hate sheet~'' He was the founder · and promoter of a white 

supremacy group called Pro-Southerners, and, . abo1:1t 1954, started promoting 

. a new Klan- type organization of his own, which he called Knights of the-

Kuklos Ki.an. Pyle assumed the title· of Imperial. Dragon, and claimed that . 
hj.s organization des!!ended fr.om the original order of Nathan Bedford 

,. 

Forrest_ of CiVil War Reconstruction days. The purpose of the group, as 

described by Pyle on ane occasion; was to "save this Nation from the 

Ne·groes, Zionist:S',- and Communists, n and to preserve- white supremacy 

and segregation of races. 

Little progre·ss· was made· by Knights of the-Kuklos Klan,. although 

fof _.a time in 1954 and 195~ l~em:pte'd to stir up interest in the 

group in Flarida. After Pyle split with Pro-Boutherners in March, 1956, he 

started active promotion of Knights of the Kuklos Klan in and around Memphis. 

He inte-rested Edwin H. Wilson, another elderly. MemphiS man, in the 

organization, and Wilson became· active as a promoter. There was a brief 

period of growth, but Knights of the Kuklos Klan was sa loosely operated 

that chaos· resulted. Pyle and Wilson gave conflicting expressions of the 
I • 

aims and p;nposes of the group to prospective recruits,. and both handed out 

honorary titles promiscuously until it appeared that the majority of the 
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members considered themselves· to _be·. aff icers of some type~ By .the Summer 

of 1956;: Knights of the· Kuklos Klan was almost completely dormant. Wilson 

started selling memberships in a group of his. o_wn,- The Kuldus Klan_, which 

he ,said-he had organized; to obtain information for law enforcement agencies 

regarding potential racial trouble ·spots. -Pyle ·died in. Memphis o~ February 28, -:/ ·_. 

1957. 

, 

M. Asseciatio11 of Florida Ku Klux Klan 

On July .'1, 1953, .__ _________________ __, 

.__ _______ _,breat Titan,. Imperial Nighthawk, and member of the 

. Imperial. Council of the: Assc,-ciat;ion of Georgia Klans, formed a new Klan 

whlcti he called Association ·of Florida Ku Klux Klan.. This n~w group was net 
. . 

to be afiiliated with any other Klan, but was· to operate wider the Ba.Ille . b7C 

principles and bylaws as the Association 8f Georgia Klans . 

.__ ________ ....,I pre'viowily. as·sociated at various· times with · 

Bill Hendrix and Sa.Inuel W. Roper in Klan promotion,- riaw affiliated with 

,__ _ __,11....._ ______ - __________ _____,~d former associate 

of Hendrix' until a disagreement had caused them to sever relations, also 

joined._! __ ___.I organizati~. 
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At a state meeting of Association of Florida Ku Klux Klan _held on 

November 21, 1954) near Live Oak, Florida, speakers included Grand 

· Dragonj ___ l ..... l _____ lan~ _____ I members of the Imperial 

CouncU;I l an~ ..... ____ ll .... __ ptated that any 

membe·r who used force or vielence would be. expelled, and praised the work 

otl I and the National Associatio~ for the Advancement of White 

People_~ ... I ___ ... ~uoted the· Bible as the b~is for -his position that t~ give 

equality to Negroes would be a "sin against God." ... I __ ___,!said that "Hitler 

. was "the greatest man of all time,'·' prais•ed Hitler's· efforts to exterminate 

the Jews,. and said that '~the Jews must be de·stroyed." He said tbat the 

Negro problem was only ·secondary~ 

· ._! __ _.!referred to Hitler as _"one of the greatest men of all times, 

whose policy of extermination was the only solution to the Jew problem." 

He said the Klan should resort to every means at hand to attack the Jews, 

who he claimed were responsible for the segregation problem. He contended 

that the Negro was -only a tool in the hands of the Jews to destroy western 

civilization . 

..__ _ ___,~old an informant ·that the Association of Flo~ida Ku Klux 

Klan was warking hand iri hand with .... ! ______ land the National · 
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Association· for the Advancement of White People:; . and that policy had. been 

agreed upon_ which would m~e it impassible to tie· the two· organizations· 

tog~th·e~. I paid ~ group would be" used _by the .Klan !'to exert . 

mass pres·sur:e, " and ref err~d to the Klan: as the "underground parent" of the' 

National Association fQr the Advancelllent at White People. . . 

• In the .Summer ef 1954,_I __ rappo~ted .... l ____ ...,lot 

......._ ____ l Florida:,, ~ a Grand .Titan of the· Association of Florida Ku Klux 

Klan. _ ... I ...,.... _ __.I as previously noted,. became-involved .with Harry. William 

Pyle in promoting the Pro-Southerners and the Knights of the- Kuklo·s IOan, 

whi~b. -Ied to: a split betwee~..___ ______ ___. • b7C 

On January 22, 1955,. representatives of t~e Association ·of Florida 

Ku Klux Klan and of • tlie· U .. S.. KJ.ans; ~ghts of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc .. .,. met 

near-Live-Oak,- Flo.rida.,- to discuss proposed cooperation and_ possible merger. 

Details of. leader·ship could not be worked out,. so nothing specific wa:s deci.ded:. 

In Apdl, .1955J ~old an informant that h~-ha.4 bee~ off.ered a _salary 

and commission,. which wouia keep him in "green pastures> " to organize new 

kJaverns fQr U.S. Klans,: Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,i Inc.,. but that he had 

turned it down .be·caliSe- he· beli"eved in a state organization rather than. a 

na.tion·a1 group. Later, .... l __ ....... ~old the informant that-he had be~ offered 
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a monthly salary if he would agree to-a merger between his· Klan and Edwards' 

U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. 

Dissension developed at a state' meeting of the Association of Florida 

Ku Kl~ Klan held at Live Oak, Florida, on -Jun:e-. llg 1955,. whe~.___ _ __, 

thought some of the other officers· we-re usurping his authority. As .... l __ _. 
put it in a letter to a fellow Klansman dated June 16, 1955: 

" ... I have Fired, the hell out of I • I as Great 
Titan,- and I have· Abolished.the· Imperial Council, and-
I have planned for a .SPECIAL SESSION, to adopt the 
necessary and important things concerning the Klan." 

• • • 

b7C 

"So dont worry abou~ I protecti.Iig himself,. and 
the Ki.an. • I have let iny hair down, andpulled ·my gloves ·· 
off,- and waiting for the Bell. • I have everything· to gain and 
nothing-to loose, and I have haci"Telephone·Calls,. by·the b7c 
Dozens, amfletters are pouring •in• from everywhere, • 
congl".atulating me·.on my firm stand, to keep--the-Klan-
Clean; ·and avoid• Bastar~, • who seek personal gain~ • and 
Leader·ship, like old manl I · 
and a few others ... " 

....._ _ ___.I did call a meeting on July 10, 19.55, at Eustis, Florida, but 

the breach was not healed. On August 11, 1955, the Tampa Morning·Triblllle 

reported that Griffin had announced that he had ordered the Association of 

Florida Ku Klux Klan to disband.-



N. Conscientious American Citi.zens Club 

-----~ontin~ed his organizational activities in Tampa, Flori$, 

changing th~ name of the former T~pa klavern of the Association·of .Florida 

Ku ~ux Klan to Conscientious American Citiz.ens Club,* the announced 

purpose of which was to work.for the segregation of races· in every way· short 

of violence.I ... -----~ad incorporated the Conscientious Ai:nerican C~tizens 

Club on November 28, 19411~ as a nonprofit organization to foster civic b7c 

interest and intagrity in public office, but actually .used by him to screen his· 

. Klan activities. A s·ecret inner group of_ the Conscientious American Citizens 
. . 

{ . . 

Club was· to be· known as Aryan Knights of the Gr.eat Forest .. 

Ac·cording to one· informant, L..I __ _,I had no r ·eal program to off e:r; 

and seemed to be· mainly concerned with having someone listen to his .spee.ches. 

Within a year, the Conscientious American Citizens Club bec~e inactive. 

O. Florida Ku Klux Klan 

Despit~._ __ __,!order to disband, the Association of Florida Ku 

Klux Klan co~tinued to .operate. I 
.... --------:=====--=.-------' 

.__ ____ ....,I was appointed Grand·Dragori io: replace! I and the name b7C • 

was .changed to Florida ~u Klux Klan.* I !was not a strong leader 'and 

had difficulty maintaining control over the· state organization. Local leaders 

*August, .1955. 
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sought power; individual members and whole klaverns changed allegiance or 

became independent. The situation in Jacksonville is illustrative of the 

confusion which reigned. 

Pieced together from stories_ of various informants, this is the 

picture. When the Jacksonville klavern of the Association of Georgia Klans 

had become inactive, many of its last active members aff ~liated with .... ! ___ .... 
Association of Florida Ku Klux Klan. After Bill Hendrix publicly announced 

that the Southern Knights of Ku Klux Klan would open its ranks to Negroes, 

the Jacksonville klavern of Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan became 

independent, then ~f_iliated wit~ (group. 

This Jacksonville klavern of· the Association of Florida Ku Klux Klan 

continued as part of the Florida Ku Kiux Klan wide~ I witil November, 

1956, when. dissension among the officers reached a climax. The klavern 

split into two factions, one remaining with! !Florida Ku Klux Klan 

and the other, led by Exalted Cycl<>p~ I, affiliating 

. with Edwardsi U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Ioc. I._ ___ _. 

later became Grand Dragon for Florida in the Edwards organization. 

! lattih1de toward the claimed peaceful motives of the Klan _ 

is illustrated by a statement attributed to him in an article by Robert S. 

Bird which appeared in the May 51 1957, issue of The Washington Post and 

Times Herald: 
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''I don't knaw. what any-.ol you, lx)ys would do: about it~ 
and I'm not telling you to go out and do-murder. • But 
I ·know what rd. do ·if one of -them· ding..;.Jew kind of • • 
nigg~rs·· ever said anything to my wue. I'd get me a 
shotgun." • 

P. B·edford·Forrest Club,· Inc. 

To go back. briefly,. another Jacksonville klavern of_l ___ _ 

Association of Florida Ku Klux Klan had bee~---------

.... 1 ___ __.I I ~ad been a member of this group. When . 

. .... I __ ..... ~ttempted. to disband the· Association of Florida Ku Klux Klan, this 

klavern operated independently for a time, planning to · remain wi~._ __ ..... 

~ I set. up anoth~r organization·. -When this. did not materializ~,.- they ._ ___ ....,_ b7C 

entered into negotiations with: Edwards to aff Uiate with U.S •. KI~,. Knigbt!f 

of the· Ku Klux Klan, Inc. . Thes·e negotiations fell through at the last minute,. 

so -finally, on February 3., 1956,. this group -secured a_ charter from.the 

Duval -County (Florida) Circuit Court as the Bedford FoJ,'rest Club, .. Inc •. 

This cover name was selected because it was felt that it might be dUficult . 

or embarrassing to obtain a charier in· the name· of_ the Klan~ I -----
-------~Ok the title of Imperial Wizard. The ritual remained 

essentially that of the Ass.ociation of Florida Ku Klux Klan;, and the primary . 

obje•cuves continued to· be: 



1. To fight integration in schools and other puplic places. 

2. To seek the-_reversal of the Supreme Court decision on 
segregation. 

3. To oppose the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. • 

In .June, 1957, .... l __ _,!announced that he was starting a new Klan 

group. Plans of the Bedford Forrest Clu~ Inc., to affiliate wttii ..... __ _. 

fell through whe~._ ___ linsisted that Klan members married to Catholics 

must be denied membership. One of the officers of the Bedford Forrest 

Club, Inc . .,. was married to a Catholic~ 

Q. Association of Alabama Knights of the· Ku Klux Klan 

had been 

Exalted Cyclops of the Spanish Fort, Alabama,. klavern of G~ Ku Klux Klan. 

· In .June)' 1957 ,,._I __ ___,~d other members of this klavern -broke with Gulf 

Ku Klux Klan and formed an independent Klan group called Association of 

Alabama Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, with -headquarters at Daphne·>- Alabama . 

..__ __ _,~ecame Grand Dragon of this new Klan. In September,. 1957, 

~ised Bureau Agents_ that the purpose-of Association of Alabama 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was to oppose inte·gration of the races. He said 
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the organization was opposed to the use of violence and intended· to work for 

segregation through political and religious channels. However, on January 27, . . 

1958, .... l __ ____.ladvised that 'the Associatfon of_Alabam~ Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan had suspended operations in November, · 1957, and that final decision as 
' f'. 

to whether to resume activities or to disband entirely would be made in about 

·M_ay; 1958_ . 

. R. Tennessee Kl.ans 

Tennessee Klan.s, sometimes ref erred to as Tennessee Ku Klux Klan,. 

was formed at Clinton, Tennessee., in the Summer of 1957 by._l _____ ..., 

Accor~g to one informant; .... I ___ ...,lhad been a member· of He~drix' Southern 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and aspired to the position of organizer for the b 7 c 

entire.State of Tennessee. When. he failed·to get this job,. he withdrew and 

formed his own Klan . 

.__ ___ ....,~s reported to have said that his organization would have no 

charter or membership cards and would ·us~ a costume consisting of a mask 

with crossbones on the forehead. Initiation fee was set at $5. 00, with monthly 

dues of $1.90 per member. In November, 1957, .... l ___ ....,lclaimed that 

Tennessee Klans had 32 members. According_ to one source, .... 1 ___ ...,lsaid 

that per.sons from other areas would come into Anderson County,- Tennessee·, . . . . 
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to do whatever was necessary in that area and that local members would 

travel to other cities to take care of necessary work there. 

Tennessee Klans has committed no known acts of violence, but 

____ ... lhas, in the past, indicated ~ interest in the making of band 

grenades and the storage of dynamite· in the C,linton area. 

S. Dixie Kl.ans, Knights of the Ku Klux Ki.an, Inc. 

In September, 1957, Exalted Cyclop~----------'~d four other 

leaders of Klavern No. 1, U.S. Klans, Knights of the Kll Klux Klan, Inc., in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee,. were "banished" from the klavern because of alleged 

irregular activities in conducting the klavern's business. L..l __ __,fl~L-----' 

,..__ _ _,! one of the other "banished" leaders~. for med a new Kl.an group known 

~ Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan; Inc., with headquarters in East 

Chattanooga, Tennessee. A General Welfare Charter of Incorporation, issued 

by the Tennessee Secretary of State on October 21, 1957,. listed some of the 

purposes of the organization as freedom of speech and association, rejection 

of forced integration) preservation of the constitutions of the United States 

and the State of Tennessee, and preservati9n of the sovereignty of each of 

the 48 states. 

Ori February 1, 1958,I lwas· elected Imperial Wizard 

of Dixie Klans,. Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. !previously 

had been appointed Grand Dragon for Tennessee. 

- 68 -

b7C 



T. N. C. KnigJits of the Ku Kb.ix Klan . 

In December.,, 1957, ·Klavern No. ·22 of Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 

(North. :carolina) became an j_ndependent Klan or_ganization with headquarters 

in Charlotte, North Carolina. It took the name N~_C. Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan and was subsequently referred to by members as National Christfaji,_ 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. The objectives of the group were· to fight racial 

integration and to maintain supremacy .?f · the white race. 

The- terroristic methods to be used by the N. C. Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan to obtain its objectives soon. led the organization into difficulties. After 

• burning a cross at ~ Negro schoof ne~ :Charlotte on February 5,- . 1958) several 

members we-re apprehende~ on February 15, 1958,- while attempting to bomb 

this same school. On February 21,- 1958, Grand. Wi~d Leste.r Frances . . ; . 

Caldwell and four-others were convicted and fined iµ.. aecorder~ Court in 

Charlotte on misdemeanor ·charges ·resultfug from the cross burning. On 

March 20, 1958,. CaJdwell rec·eived a 5-Ja-10-year prisan sentence after-being 

convicted by a jury in Mecklenburg County Superior Court for the attempted 

bombing of the Negro school. A 2-to-5-y.ear term for plotting the bombing was 

. suspended. In addition,. two other members of N. C~ Knights of the .Kt1 Klux .-

Klan _received 2-to-5-year .sentences after being convicted on conspiracy 

charges. 
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IV. REACTION TO THE KLAN 

A. Editorial Comment 

The various IQ.ans and their promoters have been thoroughly 

discredited by informed citizens of the-South. This_ is illustrated vividly 

by editorial comments which have appeared in a n~ber of Southern 

newspapers. 

"The Ku Klux Klan is a cancer anywhere it appears. 
It can bring· nothing but sorrow. It incluc:;les in its 
membership many good, bewildered, ill-informed 
persons with grievances which ·seem just to them, 
and who_ are used by the cynical and hypocritical· •. 
exploiters· of the Klan for devious purposes, none 
good. In some· 1ocalities· the Klan· gets completely 
in the hands of the jerks and oafs and does some 
vicious,- violent acts." 

The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta, 
Georgia, J_anuary ·2G, 1949. 

"It is obvious from the cases enumerated by the 
(Federal) grand jury that the Klan is not composed 
of patriotic men trying to uphold basic morals, • 
traditions and laws,. as Klan official.$ like to assert. • 

"Instead, it is composed of degenerate cowards who 
delight in abuse, . mayhem and· murder. • They vent 
their brutal spleen on helpless individuals. They 
se·ek to· impress their prejudj.ces and rancor upon 
whole communities." 

The Florida Times-Union, Ja.c~onville, 
Florida, March 29, 1953. 
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"Let us not be llllled into complace~cy by any idea·that such 
an organization may be need~d as a defense against those· 
who- wolild·force the·issue·of· racial integration. It has 
nothjng. constructive t8 off er . ... " 

Birmingham Post-Herald," ,­
Birmingham,. Alabama,. Sept~mber -4, 
1956. 

• ,;Groups like the ·Ku Klux Klan are groups of people whose 
identity· is .not lmown. • They are groups which habitually .wear 
masks·over their·faces and·operate during·the hours· of·· 
dar)Qtess~ ·They· are· groq.ps which kno:ck-on·doors ·inthe • 
night-· drag· citizens· from· their· beds ·· haul them off in the , . , 
w.oods, and_ beat· them with leather straps. 

• "They are-groups which replace· the law with the worst kind 
of terrorism and illegal vialence. · 

"This opinion of klan-type groups is not a fa.a,cied or biased 
• conje<;ture·: it iS an opinion·which ·can be documented.by a · 
Ion;g list of -court· convictions extending over a period of almost . 
forty years~ 

"Klan;..type terrorism never· has and never· will confine itself 
to the correction: of the ·evil it pretends to combat. The 
organization of this• type-terrorism lends itself to the perverted 
usages of cowards and sadists;, private revenges;. political 
prostitutions) p_erversian -of police powers; and noctur.nal 
orgies· and revels in the savage-bloodltists which are our 
brutal lleritages from the darkest jungles. 

''It snatches away not alone the liberty of the Negro citizen · 
stubborn enough to want to: send his child to a white school. 
It snatches away the right of every citizen to live pe·acefully 
in his own home, ta enjoy the legal protection for which he· 
pays his. taxes, and to exercise his hard-won: constitu:tional 
rights of free speech and freedom of religi@n._ 
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''By the very nature·~ -~ts-anonymity ·and·its ·clandestine· • 
·standard·operating procedure·the .. ldan--typeorganization 
.cannot confine· itseH to its ·original-obj'ectives;- and 'it .. 
lends· its ·name ·and its· methods ·to the ·purposes- of the 
lowest type: of cowardly hoodlum; · whether or not that 
heodlum be a member of the organization. 

''Busin~ss·of .calling in such groups as the- Ku. Klux·Klan- ·· 
to help· pr:e·serye segregation 1n· the St>lith is comparable 
te using ·an atom bomb. brbreak· up a .street brawl, J 

co.mparable tCJ setting -Ioase a band of man.;.eating • 
murderous tigers to rid the Village· of rats. 9 ' 

,; . 

"Solution af hitegration or any other evil will never be 
found under a mask of te·rror and a s:oiled sheet af 
midnight violence·. 91 

Fayetteville O~s·erver, FayetteVille, 
North Carolina,. September 15, 1956. 

Well-m·eaning persans still succumb te Klan propaganda and join 

Klan groups ttto help the cause·. '1 An editorial in the August 18, 195_5,, issue 

of the Charlotte News, Charlotte:,. North Carolina,. noted; 

"The :kl.an must not be allowed to rear its ugly head again-­
here· or anywhere else... There· may be a few .sincere but 
·delu~d Tar H~els who thmk that such an organization can 
perf@rm same useful purpo·se. It cannot. These same 
citizens· who 'mean well' are invariably victimized by 
organizers who cynically use the Klan for finaneial gain or 
restless1 reckless and sadistic men· and hot~eyed religious 
fanatic•s· who thirst for drastic action: .. " 
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After the- August 8, 1957, flogging of four Negroes in EvergreeQ.,· 

Alabam~· .by individuals wearil_lg Klan regalia, at least two members of the­

Evergre·en· Klavern resigned bec.ause· they wanted ~othing t;o· do _with such 

activities. The· mayor of Sylac_auga, Alab~a,. who had agreed to let a IO.an 

group hold meetings in a buil~ owned by hiS family,. withdrew his permission: 

when he became convin~ed that this Klan group was composed of radical and 

criminal elements. In October, 1957, a Klansman in Chattanooga, Tennessee,:-, 

returned his member·ship card when asked to buy dynamite· for another 

. Klansman. 

In their public utterances, Klan promoters are- careful to emphasize· 

that their organizations are against violence in any .form. In the same· breath,· 

however, t.'iey flatly state that there will be no integration of the ·races. in the 

South. But they have no program to-bridge· the gap.:.-a fatal defect which 

distinguishes IQ.an groups from legitimate organizations seeking the an:swer.s 

to social problems in the South today. The September 12,. 19.55, is'sue of 

The Pensa.cola Journal, Pensacola, Florida,_ editorialized as follows: 

"The klan came into existence because of trouble and now 
it .exists simply to create and continue fresh trouble-.. It 
is not so much a question of the klan-being ·unnecessary 

• in a peaceful work .(sic); it is a question of a troubled 
world being necessary· to the klan. Well, we eontrol ­
mosquit(!S and we can coQtrol these othe-r social pests. " 
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• B. The-_FBI and the Kian 

Klan .organi'zatlons are investigated by ihe FBI _ (1) when the 

organization has been designated pursuant u,· Executive Order 10450 or is 

actually or allegedly affiliated or has a subsidiary relationship with a 

designated organization; (2) . -when there are alle·ged or actual acts of . 

violence or the organ!zation has indicat~d it has adopted a policy of advocating 

or approving the commission of acts of force or violence to deny others their 

rights under· the Constitution; .(3) where there are· alleged or actual 

violations of Feder.al laws within the in:vestigative Jurisdiction of the FBI.* 

However, in order to fully discharge its responsibillfie·s~ it is nec·essary· 

that the FBI keep abreast of _all pertinent Klan-activities. This can only be 

done. through informants and sources who are in. a position to report on the 

activitie~ of the various Klan groups. 

In the-'·sensliive-atmospher·e prevailing in_ the South today, it is 

imperative that there be no misunderstanding of t~~ FBI' s position. The 

F~I takes no. position in. the problems involved in_ segregation vers\18' 

integration. It is interested 0nly in.-f ulfilling its• obligations in connection 
. . . '. • .. 

with 'Violations·faJUng within its investigative jurisdiction. Actual investigation 

.by the FBI of individu:al acts of violence which are .solely l0cal violations 
. • . . . 

would res'Ult in criticism for. -interfering in local affairs . . 
*Subject to ·ch_ange. See Section 8'7 EE, Manual of Instructions·. 



• 

Th.ere is an interestin~ example which illustrates- the necessity of 

. avoiding any appearanc·e of interference in local affairIJ. At a Klan :1neeting 

at Concord, North CaroUna, on October 26, 1957, ~-photographer_ and a 

writer of the Concord T_ribwie were attacke'd. Imperial Wizard E. L. Edwards 

. of the· U.S. Kiana,. Knights of the-K~ Klux Klan,. was charged with as·sault, . 

but was acquitted at a trial_ held on· November 7~ 195'7:. After hol~ng that 

the.evidence was_. not sufficient to. prove the charges_ against Edw_ards, Judge 

Clyde L. Probst,. Jr.,, made the following statement: 

''Don't let the-fact that you-·came up here from Georgia and 
• received a fair trial in thi~ court give-you or anybody else 
the idea that we- encourage'. the _oper·atton of. the Klan here:. • .•• I 
view many of the' things done in -the name of· the-Klan as v.ery 

· little· higher -than a soldier in a ·school house--Little Rock, 
was at one· extreme ,·.and the-Klan is at the other. we·dorti't 
like anybody coming in from the outside and interfering 
in our affairs. " • 
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