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1. INTRODUCTION

A. The Mission Of The Task Force

1. The Problem

On November 1, 1975, William C. Sullivam, former
Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division,
Federal Bureau of Imvestigation, testified before the
Senate Select Cammittee to Study Govermmental Operations
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that
from late 1963 md eonrimdng intil the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., King was the target of an
intensive campaign by the F.B.I. to neutralize him as an
effactive civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in
the war against King 'No holds were barred." (Senate
Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Corrmttee
to Study Govermmental Operatims with Respect to
‘Intelligmce Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other
testimony describing this F.B.1. counterintelligence
campaign against King reached the public through the
news media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of
the widespread speculation en the possibility that the
Bureau may have had some responsibility in Dr. King's.
death and mey not have done an impartial and thorough
investipation of the assassination.
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2. The Attornev General's Directive

On November 24, 1975, the Attorney General of the
United States directed the Civil Rights Division of the
Department of Justice to undertzke a review of the files
of the Departrent end its Federal Bureau of Investigation
to determine whether the investigation of the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be recpened. More
particularly it was sought to be determined: (1) whether
any sction tsken in relatiom to Dr. King by the FBI befcre
the assassination had, or may have had, an effect, direct
or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was
taken by the FBI vhich had, or may have had, eny other
-adverse effect an Dr. King. Recorgendations for eriminal,
disciplinary or other appropriate action were requested,

3. The Review up to Aoril 25, 1976

In the next for mnths, the Assistant Attomey
General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, his
prineipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the
Chief of the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights
Mv-.tgim. acting &s a review staff, variously read portions

of the FBI neaduarters file on a person



who sexved as an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI
headquarters security flle on Dr. King himself, portims

of the FBI headquarters file on the assassination {rnvesti-
gation, some Department (as opposed to FBD files relating

to Dr. King, and other Bureau documents including everything
on Martin Luther King, Jr., held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's
officlal, confidential and personal files.

By a memorandum to the Attorney General dated April
9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the
Civil Rights Division submitted a 51 page report of the
Chief of the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Section dated
March 31, 1976, embodying the results of the three-man study,
limited to the gbove isted files, and concentrating almost
exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, snd
conterintelligence activities pgainst, Dr. King.

The Assistant Attomey General recommended the
cxeation of a Departmental Task Force to complete the
revies he and his team had begim. He also recammended an
Advigsory Committee of distingudshed citizens to advise with
the task force. The fizther review proposed included inter-
rogation of materlal witmesses, reading all the pertinent
field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters
files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rights
activists. A recommendation was made to review tapes secured
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by electronic survelllance with a view to determining
which of such materials should be and could be legally
destroyed. The Assistant Attorney General felt that
the FBI ghould assess the mlpabiiity of its agents
inmwlved in the wrangdoing by the principals named in
the report. His wemorandum to the Attorney General
cencluded that probably criminal redress was time-
barred, that civil remedies might be available to

the King family but might also be more exbarrassing
than helpful, end hence that consideration be given
to a drect payment by the settlement process or by
a private bill to coupensate the King survivors, or
with the suxvivors' concurrence, the King Foundation;
if this last issue were left to the task force or an
Advisory Conmission, it should consider the pros and
cons and recamend as it sees fit.

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Rights
Division memoranda (and comments thereon fram the Deputy
Attomey General, the Solicitor General, and froam staff
members and the Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal
Divisicn) to the Counsel, Office of Professicnal Respan-
aibility. The Attorney General charged the Office of
Professiomal Responsibility with the work of caxpleting
the review begun by the Civil Rights Division. His memo

randum states:



"My request for the review
irvolved four matters, First, vhether
the FBIminvestigatim of the Dr. mnardn .
Luther 's assassination was
and honest; second, whether there was
any evidence that the FBI was involwved
in the assassination of Dr. King; thixd,
in light of the first two questions,
whether there {s any new evidence which
has came to the attention of the Depart-
ment concerning the assassination of Dr.
King which should be dealt with by the
appropriate mthorities; fourth, whether
the natwre of the relationship between
the Bureau end Dr. King calls for eriminal
prosecution, disciplina.ry proceedings, or
other appropriate action

As the forrth point, T again note
that from the partial review which has
been made, Mr. Potr.i.nger concludes ‘we
hawfomdthatthef‘BImdertookasystem-
atic program of harassment of Martin Iuther
King, by means both legal and illegal, in
order todiscredithimmdha.rmbothhim
and the movement he led.' Assimmng that
the major statutory violations relevant
to this econduct would be 18 U.S.C. Sectdon
241 and Sectien 242, Mr. Pottinger's memo-
randun concludes that gny prosecution con-
templated under those acts would now be
barred by the five-year statute of limita-
tions with the possible exception which
would exist if there were proof of a con-

tinuing conspiracy,

As to the matter of new evidence
with respect to the assassination my under-
standing is that the Department has never
closed the Martin Tuther King file and
that nurerous allegations of the possible
involvement of co-conspirators are promptly
Imvestigated. The thrust of the review which
I requested, however, was to determine
whether a new lock at what was done by the
Bureau in investigating the assassination
or in the relationship between the Buregu
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and Dzr. King might give a diferent
emphasis or new clues in any way to
the mmer'{m of inuwnlversnt in that
crime. At this poine in the 3 review
as I read the memoranda, nothing has
mﬁd WP relevant on this latter
point.

The Teview is not conplete.
Mr. Pottinger and all those Wi hawve
comented upon his memorandum recommend
that the review be camleted. M.
Pottinger also has made other reccmmen-
dations upcn which there is some differ-
ence of opinion. In my view, it is
essential that the review be capleted
as soon as possible and in as thorough
a mamer as 18 required to answer the
basic questions. In view of what has
already been dme, and the tentative
conclusions reached, special emphasis
should be given to the fourth questim.
In conducting this review you should
call wpon the Departzent to fimrnish
to you the staff you need.

My conclusion as to the review
ccnchcted the Civil Rights Division
is that it now shown that this
corplete review is necessary, particne
larly in view of the conclusion as to
the systematic program of harassment.
If your review turmns @p matters for
specific actin, we should discuss the
best way to proceed on each such case."

B. The Task Force And The Method Of Review

The Counsel of the Office of Professimal Responsi-
bility selected three attorneys from the Civil Rights Division,
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., Jemes R, Kieckhefer end Willizm D. White,
e attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division,



James F. Walker, and a retived artormey Fred G. Folsam,
who is cwrrently a consultant to the Tax Divi.si.m with
37 years of experience in Civil Rights Divisimn (which
included homoclde cases), Criminal Division and Tax
Division prosecutions. As the senior men the latter
was designated to head the task force. This committee
or task force began its work on May 4, 1976, The committee
was firther staffed by the addition of two research analysts,
Ms. Hope Byme and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries,
Ms. Veronica Kelth end Mrs, Renee Holmes, and two clerk-
typists, Mrs. leroylyne Moray and Ms. Dana Boyd.
Consideratia of a-tentative outline for an eventual
report based on the chronology of events In the relst{onship
between Dr. Martin Lather King and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation brought the task force vp against the fact
that the fleld of the history before the assassination had
Just been plowed twice: once by the Civil Rights Divisio
memoranda of March 31, 1976, end April 9, 1976 and once
(axong other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Committee
to Study chan'mr_ntal Operations with Respect to Intelligence
Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d
Sessim, Books IT and III).
By way of contrast, however, the matter of the assas-
sinatimn of Dr. King and the ensulng investigation had been



Judged by the Civil Rig-hts Division's Assistant Attormey
General and his two assistants primarily oo thelr famili-
arity with the Department file on the investigation as it
had progressed since 1968 The Civil Rights Division's
Martin Luther King, Jr review meroranda reflecced that

a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the
FBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation
and caly & randam inkpection was done of some of the remain-

ing 74 sections. There was no factial dlecussion or enalysis.

The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rights Division staff
that *'the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, thorough
and professimal" (Mxphy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6).
It was determined therefore to begin the task force's study
with a complete review of the files on the FBI's investigation
of the assassinatiom. It was the consensus of the review

team that by approaching the whole task by first examining
the character and cagpleteness of the mmoder investigation
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1 @iswer ¢xild be made to the Attomey General's question
as to the Bureau's performance in that regard and also an
answer could be indicated to his question going to the Bureau's
possible responsibility, if any, direct or indirect, for
Dr. King's death.

After the examination of the FBI's Lrvestigation of
the murder of Dr, King, the review team proceeded to go.



back and corplete the inquiry inco the Zreau's pre-
assassination relationship with Dr, King, Necessarily
included again in this second stage of our review was
the consideration of vhether the FBI was in any way
implicated in the mrder directly or indirectly.

The task force made a particular point of lookdng
at all the material in the FBI headquarters and field
office files on the Assassination Investigation, the so-
ealled "Mirkin File" Qirkin being sm acronym for Mwrder
of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Seaurity File 2/; the ‘
Cominfil-SCIC File (Cominfil being en acronym for Commmist
infiltration; 5.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) i/; the file e Coaommist Influence
in Racial Matters 4/ and the advisor to King File 5/.
The *Murkin" file was solely concerned with the wmwder investi-
gation. The other four files provided a milti-focal view

3/ FBI HQ. 44-38861

2/ FRI HQ. 100-106670

3/ -FBI HQ. 100-438794

4/ FBI Q. 100-442529 and the predecessor file
“entitled Caommnist Party, U.S.A. Negro Questiom;
8l HQ. 100-3-116

5/ "FBI HQ. 100-392452



of the Bureau’s intelligence and conterintelligence
activities with respect to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to
minimize footnotes, place the source cit.atim; in the
body of the writing, and designate headquarters files
by "HQ' and muber and serial and Field Office files

by city and number ard serial, e.g.: (Memphis 44-1987-
153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when
made.

The oore voluminous of the pertinent files in
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington
Field Office files were located in Mawhis, Atlanta,
Baltimore, Charlotte, Birmingham, New Orleans, Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omsha, Chicago,
Springfield (Ill.), Milwaukee and New York. These were
examined in place by visits by task force persomel. The
remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in
Washington. Pertinent newspaper clipping files maintained
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices
were scamed. |

In temms of papers examined, more than 200,000
entries, many with rmmmerous pages concerning both the
moxder investigation and the secamity Investigation were
covered. The five attormeys sitting together originally



and later, as the work progressed, splitting up to
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personnel, considered separate sections of each file
campiling notes, camenting on, or reading alowd, ar
noting for reading by all of the camittee, items of
significance. Notes were taken, when pertinent items
were encountered, on a serial-by-serial basis ("serials”
being each separate document entry of one or more pages
in the file). The resulting books of notes were then
reviewed and used in conjunction with the eriginal-source

monet mTm £ dnte v T e

serials for the desveloment ©
herein., In addition witness interviews were reflected
in contemporaneocus memoranda which aided in the development
of the facts recited.

Selected portions of the so-called Official and
Confidential files which had been kept in the office of
the late J. Edgar Boover, same sensitive files in the
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division,
and the files of former Assistant Director William
Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent
files of the Attormeys General. The task force attorneys
reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone
and micxyophone overheard conversations of Dr. King
and his associates. These were spot checked

-11-



for aceuracy against the tapes of those surveillances.

A carnvass of other investigative sgencies was made to
determine whether thelr files reflected that int.‘elligence

or counterintelligence requests had been made upon them

by the FBI in relation to Dr. King -This included the
Defense Department, the State Department, the U.S.
Information Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the
Postal Inspection Service, the Internal Revenue Service's
Intelligence Division and the Treasury Department’s Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The materisl tuomed wp
by these agencies was examined, albeit little of consequence
was discovered. Relevant portions of the investigation reports
of the Memphis Police Department an the King mmxder were
xeroxed and studied.

In addition to official files, the task force persamel
considered published material from the public sector dealing
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr , and his assassination.
Included in this category were a viewing of the Columbia
Broadcasting System ‘s program an the death of King in its series
“The Assassins," a National Broadcasting Company "‘Tomorrow'
program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of bocks and articles
on the Southern Christian leadership Conference and the role
of the FBI in relation to the mxder of Dr. King (see
Bibliography, App. A,Ex. 6). This lead to scme valuable

-12.



evidentiary material - principally the oral and written
statements of James Earl Ray - which was used to buttress
the reconstruction of the facts of the mxder and of the
FBI investigation, |

Same 30 interviews were conducted, principally in
the assassination phase of the task force study. They were
helpful in supplementing the results of interviews done
dring the moder investigation.

During the review of the Memphis Field Office files,
an on~site inspection of the crime scene was comducted and
the exhibits in the office of the Clerk of the County Coxt
for Shelby Comty, Temessee, were examined.



I1. THE ASSASSTNATION INVESTIGATION

A. Events Surrounding April 4, 1968

1. The Poor People's Campaisn

To understand the movements of Dr. King during this
critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the
Poor Pecple's Campaign (POCAM), originally called the
Washington Spring Project in which he and the SCIC were irvolved.
POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 1968,
ard involved recruiting same 3,000 poor unemployed blacks
fram 16 localities in the United States for the purpose of
going to Washingtmn, D.C.'. and petitioning the goverrment to
improve their economic status (HQ 157-8428-51).

The plan was to camp on the Washington Morument or
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and
heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the
demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be
conducted (HQ 157-8428--109).

Dr. King's plarmed travel schedule for February and
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 B8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had
beccme discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and

- 14 -



training demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206). During this low
point in the POCAM Dr. Ring was pursuaded to alter his plans

and to go to Mearphis, Termessee. in support of a strike imolvi_rg
the city's sanitation workers.

2. Memphis Sanitation Worker's Strike

On February 12, 1968, spproximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Merphis called a wildcat
strike. The strikers were represented by Local 1733 of the
American Federation of State, County and Mmicipal Employees
who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements,
payroll deduction of wnic: dues, and a prawtion system as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life -insurance program.

(HQ 157-9146-X1).

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A
militant young black power group known as the Invaders was
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell
of a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbage and John B. Smith. The alleged purpose
of BOP was to stimulate a sense of black identity, black pride
and black consciousness in young blacks.



- ope—ry R e S -CT. AT A

The strikers wezre also supported by a group of black
ministers, comected with the Menphis Interdencminational
Ministerial Alliance, who adopted the name OOME (Commmity on
the Move for Equality). It was members of this group that
were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Merphis. On March 3,
1968, the Reverend James M. lawson, Jr., pastor of the
Centenary Methodist c&nxch,"mmhis, and member of OME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring
Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights orgaﬁi.zaticns) to
Memphis in an effort to unify the entire black commmity
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). The
intervention of these varisus black commity organizations
caused the city of Memphis to be concerned about the racial
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence
(HQ 157-9146-X1).

Dr. King made his first visit to Merphis in support
of the strike on the night of Msrch 18, 1968. On that occasion,
in addressing an estimated cxowd of 9,000 to 12,000 people at
a rally sponsored by OO/E at the Mason Temple, he called for
a general protest day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked
not to go to work or school on that day and were wrged to
participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his
party stayed at the lorraine Mtel, 406 Mulberry Street, on



the night of March 18, 1968 and left Merphis shortly before
noon on March 19, 1968, ostensibly to go to the ét:ate of
Mississippl in comection with the POCAM (HQ 157-9146-X39).

The City of Memphis was virtually pax;a.lyzed by a
16-inch smowfall on March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-
ponement of the plarmed mass march to March 28, 1968. Dr. King
returned to Memphis on the 28th, arriving at the airport at
approximately 10:222.m. By that time approximately 5,000 to
6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age, had
congregated at the Clayborm Temple (located at 280 Hernmando St.) -
for the start of the march. According to the plan of the march,
the sanitation workers were {n front with the remainder of the
pecple following behind. The march was to proceed rorth on
Hernando to Beale Srreet, thence west on Beale Street to
Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall.

The march got underway at approximately 11:00a.m. and
had proceeded to Hernando and Beale before it was joined by
Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles and began
breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed
and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The
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disruption of the march caused Dr. King's aidés to commandeer
an sutanobile, and Dr. King and his party were escorted by
police to the Rivermont Hotel operated by Holiday Inns of
Anerica. (HQ 157-9146-45). Dr. KRing left the march at
11:15a.m. and checked into the Rivermont Hotel at 11:24a.m.
where he stayed until March 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at
9:05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and were schedulalto leave
Atlanta the moming of March 29, 1968, for Baltimore
(HQ 157-9146-45). Thus, remaining in Memphis on the night
of the 28th was a change in plans.

The city ordered ; 7:00p.m. axrfew and approximately
3,500 members of the Termessee National Guard were called out
to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were
shot, one fatally; epproximately 150 fires were set; and over

300 persons were arrested. Approximately one percent of the

marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these were

people who were criminally inclined and who had been in previous

trouble, The March 29, 1968, issue of the Memphis ""Commercial
Appeal" rep'orted that many of the looters and window breakers
were black power advocates and that several wore jackets of
the "Invaders". However, other sources, including Lieutenant
E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Department, indicated that

R



wany high school age students had put the word "Invaders” on
their jackets for effect and were rot necessarily affiliated
with the BOP movement (HQ 157-9146-45). The violence and
disruption of the march was of great concern to Dr. King
because of the possible effect it might have on the plarmed
POCAM. Therefore, he vowed to return to Memphis and
demonstrate that he had ot lost his effectiveness in
leading nonviolent marches.

Dr. King, together with hig SCIC staf atrnad T
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Ms:ph:Ls on April 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. After a press
conference at the airport, the group proceeded to the lorraine
Motel, arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. At about
12:05p.m. Dr. King left the iorraine Motel for a meeting at
the Centenary Methodist Cxrch (Security and Surveillance Rept.
of G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police beparm\ent. dated
July 17, 1968). Dr. King amounced at this meeting that his
pupose in returning to Meuphis was to lead a mass march on

a___*w A . Al Mrwrn W ES AT Pl A 1Y
APril o, i¥00 (1§ Lo/-YLl4d-Y p.B).

However, on April 3, 1968, United States District

a2

Court Judge Bailey Brown issued a temporary restraining order
against firther marches in Memphis (HQ 157-9146-9, p.1).

Dr. King returned to the lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and sometime
that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with
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the restraining order. (Security and Survelllance Rapt. of
G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Folice Department, dated
July 17, 1968).

At spproximately 4:00p.m. Dr. King and the SCILC staff
met with the WX grouwp at which time Charles Cabbage requested
money to institute BOP plans to start a “Liberation School"
and a "Black Co-op”. Dr. King agreed to use his influence
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Young agreed to help
write un a plan, Tt is helfeved these concescions wers made
to BOP in order to keep them in line and prevent them from
following a violent pattern. (WG 157-9146-9, p.9)

 On the night of April 3, 1968, Ir. Kirg spoke to
approximately 2,000 persons at the Mason Temple. He exmphasized
that the scheduled mass march must be held on April 8, 1968,
to re-focus attention on the eight-week old sanitation workers
strike. )

After the speech, Sclomon Jones, Jr., serving as
Dr. Ring's chauffeur drove him back to the Lorraine Motel.

Dbr. King told Jones to report back on Thursday moming,
April 4, 1968, at 8:3Ca.m. because he had to appear in court
in comnection with a restralning order. {Merphis 44-1987-2322

p-oLl.)
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3. Dr. King's Activiries on April &4, 1968

According to Mrs. Georgia M. Davis of Louisviile,
Kentucky (FBI interview: HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.20) she,
Rev. A.D. Williams Ring, (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie
Ward arrived in Mamhis on April 4, 1968, from Florida and
registered at the lorraine Motel at approximately 1:00a.m.
Upon inquiring about Dr. Xing, they were told that he was
attending a strategy meeting at a church., The three then
went to the church, but Pr. King was not there.

Returning to the motel, Dr. King's brother,

Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward comversed in room 207 until they
observed Dr. Ring, along with Reverends Ralph Abernathy

and Bermard Lee, getting out of a taxicab in the motel
courtyard at about 4:302.m. Dr. King was imvited to room 207
where he visited wicth his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward
until gbout 5:002.m. He then went to room 306 where he and
Rev. Abernathy were reglstered. About a half hour later

Dr. King went to roam 201 where he visited with Mrs. Davis
for approximately one hour. Afterwards he retwrned to roam
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m.

Solaron Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned
to the lorraine Motel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court.
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However, Rev. Andre~ Young advised Jones that he was going to
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in at the mtel. (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.51).

Ixr. King remained at the motel the entire day,
retwrning to room 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Davis.
He was later joined in rocm 201 by his brother, flrs. Ward,
Abernathy, Lee, Young, and Attorney Chauncey Eskridge.

court inetsad
to rema

The growp conversed until about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King
amounced they were going to dimer at the home of

Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). 2 Enroute to
roan 306 to dress, Dr. King saw Solamon Jones, Jr. in the
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were
prepaﬂng to go to dimer (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52).

%/ There is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr. King returned

to room 306. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However,

in an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4,

1968, he and Dx. did rot leave the potel and spent most

of the day in room 306. He further stated that he and Dr. King

had been gone from their room for approximately one hour or

less when they returmed to the room at about 3:30p.m. to get

%S;sed igw): dirmer at the txme of Rev. Billy Kyles., (HQ 44-38861-
P



At approximately 6:00p.m. Dr. i and Rev. Abermathy
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moment and Dr. King walked out onto the balcony just cutside
the door to the room (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones
standing beside the car on the ground level and began a
conversation about the weather. Jomes advised Dr. King

that he should put on a topcoat as it was cool outside.

Daring this conversation, Dr. King was facing west and Jones
was facing east and looking up at Dr. King fram the ground
level. As Dr. King acknowledged Jones' concemn about getting
his topcoat, Jones heard a saund which he thought was a fire
cracker and Dx. King fell to the floor of the balcony in fromt
of room 306. Jones imme:iately called for help and a ruamber
of Dr. King's aides, who were either in their rooms or standing
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). %/

*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by

wnduly detaining him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.
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4. FBI Intelligence and Local Police Activities

a. FBI Informants. Rcbert G. Jensen, the Special
Agent in Charge of the Merphis Field Office, and Joseph

Bester, case agent for MURKIN, have unequivocally assured

the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of
Dr. King in Merphis. It was explained that Menmphig was not in
the mainstream of Dr. King's SOC activities (Interview

of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, App.B).

However, FBI agents did observe the sanitation worker's
strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Memphis
Police Department (MPD) and confidential paid informants did
supply information to the field office (Interview of former
SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App.B).

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid
oconfidential informants providing intelligence regarding the
racial situation to the Memphis Field Office on a ¢ontinuing
basis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals
related to the activities of the Nation of Islam, Black Students
Association of MSU, Students for a Democratic Society, Black
Organizing Power, Black thited Front, Afro-American Brother-
hood, Invaders ard the sanitation workers strike. There is



no evidence that the activities of these informants related
directly to Dr. King. Moreover, there is no evidmce
that woild suggest that these informants were cormected in
arny way with the assassination of Dr. King. I(FQ 134-11867;
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.)

 b. MPD Infiltration of the Invaders. In addition

to the paid FBI informants, an officer of the MFD infiltrated
the Invaders in an undercover operation. The officer vho was
later expcsed and is no longer with the MPD, was interviewed
by the task force. The undercover assigrment began in
February of 1968 for the specific purpose of infiltrating

the Invaders wiv became active sbout the same time of the
sanitation workers strike. According to the officer the

MPD was primarily interested In the Inwaders, not Dr. King,
because the MPD was concerned about what they might do. The
police officer was, in fact, accepted as a member of the
Irrvaders and participated in their activities. On the

evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, the informant
had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned

to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was
standing in the motel cowrtyard at the time Dr. King was

shot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King
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came from the rear of the bulldings which front on South
Main Street.
¢. MPD Surveillance Detail and Ramoval of Detective

Reddite from Duty. ¥/ From the time of Dr. King's retum

to Menphis on April 3, 1968, until the time of his
assassination, he was under physical surveillance by the
MFD. Upon leaming of Dr. King's flight schedule, Inspector
G.P. Tines of the MPD Inspectional Bureau instructed two

black plainclothes officers, Detective Edvard E. Redditt and
Patxolman Willle B. Richmond, to go to the airport to observe
the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him under contimwous
meill&me in order to see with whom he came in econtact.
According to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered
because Dr. King was a controversial figure and had met with
local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis. While
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pointed her finger at
Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Report
of G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance
of Dr. King, App. B.)

g The removal of Redditt from duty was cited as one of the
ses for the House Select Coammittee to investigate the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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In addition to the surveillance detail, Assistant
Chief of Police W.P. Huston ordered a detail of four men,
camanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the airport
for the purpose of providing secuxity for Dr. King. While
waiting for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. Thomas Matthews
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the
airport to pick up Dr. King and that no one had asked for
police to be assigned to him. Inspector Smith also asked
Reverend James lLawson where they were going when they left
the airport and he replied: ‘We have not fully made up cur
minds." Nevertheless, when Dr. King and his party left the
airport, Inspector Smith and his men followed them to the
Lorraine Motel, arrivirg there at approximately 11:20a.m.
With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gaglian and two other
officers, Inspector Smith and his men secured the entrances
to the motel.

Dr. King and his party left the lorraine Motel at
approximately 12:05p.m. and were followed by the searity
detail to the Centenary Methodist Church where a meeting
was held. The detail secured the front and rear entrances
of the Clarch until approximately 2:15p.m. when Dr. King and
his group returmed to the motel. The secaurity detail then
returned to the motel area and resumed their positions until
they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald



at spproximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tine$ stated in
his report that he was not conferred with and has no idea
why the security detail was rewved from Dr. King after
5:05p.m. Former Chief Macdonald has ro present recollection
of the security datail (Interview of James C. Macdomald,
former Qhief MPD, December 22, 1976, App. B.) The security
detail was not resuned on April 4, 1968, (Reports of
Inspectors Don B, Smith and J.5. Gagliamo as incorporated
in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, supra.)

As & separate activity fram the security detall,
Petective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the aixport
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. When Dr. King
left the airport they followed him to the lorraine Motel
and learned that he was registered in roam 306. Reddirt

telepl‘med headquarters and informed Inspector Tines where

Dr. King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m. Reddict
and Rictmond followed Dr. King and his party to the
Centenary Methodist Omurch where a closed meering of
approximarely 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt
again called headquarters snd advised his superiors of his
location. Redditt was instructed to leave Richmond at the
church and for him to return to the ares of the Lorraine
Motel for the popose of finding a sultable place where
close surveillance could be kept on the motel. Richmond
remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until the
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. meeting was gver at approximately 2:15p.m. Richmond then
went to Claybern Temple where he thought Dr. King \-mzld
address the sanitation workers prior to a scheduled 3:00p.m.
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appeazrance there.
Richmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:30p.m. and was
advised that Dr. King had retinrned to the motel and that
Redditt had set up a surveillance post at Fire Station No. 2,
located at South Main and Butler streets. Richmond
imnediately left Clayborn Temple and joined Redditr at the
fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richmond,

April 9, 1968, MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray
p. 1444). )

The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlocks the lorraine
Motel and provided an excellent vantage point where Redditt
and Richmond could observe Dr. King and his associates as
they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt
and Richoond remained at their observation post until 6:35p.m.
at which time they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin
and Lieutenant J.V. Papia of the MPD Internal Security Bureau.
(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, April 10, 1968, MPD Statements,
State vs. James Earl Ray p. 1453).

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and
Richmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scheduled to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they
arrived at the temple, Redditt was approached by Reverend
Malcomb D. Blackburm and told that the word was éut that
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spying with binoculars. Reverend Blackburm also advised
Richmond that the temple was the wrong place for him
because the tension was too high. Fearing they would be
exposed, Redditt and Richmond left the meeting at approximately
8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.)

Redditt and Richmond resumed their surveillance
of the Lorraine Motel fram Fire Station No. 2 on April &,
1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.m. Redditt
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stated that he was doing the black people wrong, and they
were going to do him wrong. (Interview of Edward E. Redditt,
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April 10, 1968.)

At approximately 4:00p.m., Redditt was ordered by
telephone to leave the fire station and report to headquarters
vhere he was advised that threats had been made on his life.
He was, therefore, ordered to move his family into a motel

inder an assumed name by Frank Holloman, former Director
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Holloman, September 15, 1976, App. B.) Reddirt was taken



home in a squad car, but refused to move his fanily because
of a sick relative. At about the time the squad car arrived
in front of Redditt's residence, it was armounced ‘on the
radio that Dr. King had been shot. After a couple of days,
Redditt did rnot hear any more about the threat on his life.
(Interview of Edward E. Redditt, July 8, 1976, App. B.)

In owr efforts to trace the sowrce of the threar, we
have found that Philip R. Marnuel, an investigator with the
Senate Investigating Cormittee, chaired by Semator McClellan
was in Memphis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Marmel
advised them based on a telephone call to his office in

Washington, that the Seate Conmittee Staff had information

Freedon Deocratic Party had made plans to kill a 'Negro
lieutenat" in Memphis. Maruel left Memphis on a 5:50p.m.
flight to Washington and the next day (April 5, 1968) he
telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat was on
the life of a '"Negro lieutenant'' in Knoxville rather than
Memphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968,
spra.)

Philip R. Marwel neither has a present recollection
of providing the information regarding the threat to the MPD,
nor does he have a mamorancun of the event. However, he



confirmed that he was in Memphis and visited l:h-eMPD at
the time stated and that his office did have s Mississippi
source. Moreover, he said the events sounded familar and
he believed the MPD records were correct. (Interview of
Philip R. Marmel, September 28, 1976, App. B.)

Although Redditt was relieved fram duty at Fire
Station No. 2, Riclmond remained there and contimied to
observe who entered and left the motel. At approximately
6:00p.m. Riclmond saw Dr. King leave his yoom and walk
to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles
was standing off to Dr. King's right. An instant later
Richmond heard a loud sound simllar to a shot and saw
Dr. King £sll back from the handrail and put his hand up
to his head. At approximately 6:0lp.m. Richmond telephomed
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot.

He was instructed to remain at the fire station. Richmond
then yelled to members of a MPD tactical squad (which had
stopped at the station a few moments earlier) that he
believed Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front
of the fire station and looked rorth and south on South Main
Street, but did not see anyone ruming or walking, except
the men in the tactical squad who left the fire station
rumning in different directions. Shortly thereafter,
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Captain J.G. Ray arrived at the fire station and instructed
Richmond to go to headquarters and make a detailed report
of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Riclmond,
April 9, 1968, supra.)

d. Details of Two Black Firemen from Fire Station
M. 2.% As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E.

Newsun were the only black firemen assigned to Fire Station
No. 2 of the Marphis Fire Department (MD). Wallace was
working the night shift on April 3rd &nd Newsum was scheduled
to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both of these
individuals actively s.pported the sanitation workers strike,
attending their rallies and making finamcial contributioms.

In our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night
of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had come in
requesting that a man be detailed to Fire Statim No. 33.
He was immediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining
and he was preparing to go to bed. Wallace further stated
that while Fire Station No. 33 was understaffed as a whole,
there was no shortage of persomel for the pump truck on which
he vorked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed.

*/ The details of the black firemen from Fire Station No. 2 {s
a secord reason cited as a basis for the House Select Committee
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. -
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Firemam Newsum, in
a wholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason
Texple where Dr. King made his last speech. ‘Hhm. he returned
home (about 10:30p.m.) there was & message for him to call
Lt. J. Smith at the fire department. When he called,

Lt. J. Smith ordered him to report to Fire Station No. 31
on the morning of April 4th yvather than Fire Station Mo. 2.
Newsun claims that Fire Station No. 31 was overstrength at
the time and his detail made his campany short. Moreover,
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation
why he was detailed. However, he did say that Lr. Barnett
at one time told him he was detailed at the request of the
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsum, July 8, 1976,

App. B.) “

Interviews of past and present members of the MFD have
failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or
the reason for detailing Wallace and Newsum. According to
former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between
3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, fram either Captain
James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief Arthur J. Rivalto
in the persomel department specifically requesting that
Newsun be detailed. No reason was given for the detail.
Smith said he immediately called Newsum, but Newsun was not



home. Therefore, Smith left a message for Newsum to call
the fire station. Newsum called about 10:30p.m. and Smich
sdvised him of the detail (Intervies of Jack Smith, dated
September 27, 1976).

~ Wallace's commanding officer, then Captain R.T.
Johmson, likewise stated that he received a telephone
call fran someone in the persomel department requesting
him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has no present
recollection of who the individual was that made the
request. (Interview of R.T. Johnson, Deputy Chief, Memphis
Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App. B.)

Neither Captain Zaity mor former Assistant Chief
Rivalto has any present recollection of the detail of
Wallace or Newsun. Captain Baity indicated that any
district chief could have ordered the men moved (Interview
of Janes T. Balty, September 27, 1976, App. B). Also,
former Assistant Chief Rivalto said the fire department
shifted people around all the time when & campany became
wnderstrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of
Arthur J. Rivalto, September 27, 1976, App. B).

Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edward A.
Hamilton, has no recoliection of the details. He speculated
that the mwen could have been detailed for a "£ill in" to
bring & campany up to strength (Interview of Edward A.
Hamilton, September 27, 1976, App. B).



The MFD Strenth Report-Firefighting Persormel for
Shift "A", Battalions One and Eight, dated April 3, 1968
(attached to Reinterview of James R. Boatwright, October 20,
1976, App. B) stlow that Wallace's Coopany No. 2 at Fire
Station No. 2 was operating at minimm strength (five men)
after he was detailed; whereas Campany No. 33 to which he
was detailed operated at one over the minimm strength
(four men) after the detail. Likewise, the Strength Report
for Shifr "B" for Battalions One and Two, dared April 4,
1968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of Qctober 20,
1976) show that Newsun's Company No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2
was operating at minimm strength (five men) after the detail,
but Company 31 to which he was detailed operated at one over
the minimm strength (four men) after the detail.

However, former Deputy Chief James 0. Barnett stated
that the people on the security detail operating out of
the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and
Newsum around (Interview of James 0. Bamett, September 27,
1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief James R. Boatwright
explained that they were having a very tense siruation at
the time; that a number of threatening calls had been
received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of
opinion was that Wallace and Newsum were detailed for their
own protection, since they were the only black firemen assigned
to that station (Interview of James R. Boatwright, September 23,
1976). '
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In this conmection MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richmond
snd former Detective Edward E. Redditt, who conducted the
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from the fire
station, were recontacted and specifically asked whether
they had requested that Wallace and Newsun be detailed.
Both Richrmond and Redditt denied that they made such a
request or had knowledge of any one else in the police
department making such & request (Reintervievws of Richmond
and Redditt, Septamber 28, 1976, App. B). |

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence
that the detail of Wallace and Newsum was in any way
camected with the assac-ination of Dr. King. However,
the circumstances surrowding the details strongly suggest
thar both men were detailied because they supported the
sanitation workers and were considered to be a threat to
the seaurity of the survefllance of Dr. King conducted fram
the fire station by Patrolman Richmond and Detective Redditr.

e, MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and
Activities on the Evening of April 4, 1968. When the sanitation
workers of Merphis began their strike in February of 1968, the
MPD either organized or beefed up various tactical units.
Generally, each of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement
officers fran the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff’s Department.

=37~



These units were organized for the purpose of awoiding riots
which other cities, such as Detroit, had experienced (Interview
of Frank Hollaman, former Director of Fire and Police for the
City of Mephis, September 15, 1976, App. B). Documents
cbtained fram the State’s Attormey General (Item 9 from MPD
Miscellaneous Records) show that on the evening of April 4,
1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, there were nine tactical

wnits in service at various locations as follows:

Tact Unit No. Street locations

6 Thomas and North Parlay
8 Jackson and Watkins

99 Chelsea and Watkins

10 Main and Butler

1 Georgia and Orleans

12 Trigs end Latham

13 Bellevue ard Effie

17 Undon and Bellewue

18 Fourth and Gayuso

In addition to the tactical units, the documents
obtained from the State's Attormey General show that there
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in
the general area of the lorraine Motel. These cars were
at the following locatims at the time Dr. King was shot:
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Car No. Street Llocations

224 Main and Beale

228 Third and Poplar

232 Fourth and Butler
230 Union and Front

236 Third and Belz

245 ‘Second and Gayoso
247 Crup and Barton
365 larmar and Bellevus
367 Poplar and Cleveland
369 Linden and East

The map (Part of Itgan 9 from MPD Miscellanecus
Records, see App. A, Ex. 1) sl';ows that Tact Units 10 and 18
were within a radius of one mile of the crime scene (200
block of Milberry Street) at the time of the shooting; and
Tact Uhits 6,11 and 12 were within a radius of two miles
of the scene. Tact lhits 7,14,15 and 16 were located outside
the toundaries of the map and are mot shown. Cars ramber
224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radfus of one mile of
the scene and cars rumber 228 and 369 were within a radius
of two miles. However, cars mrmber 236,365 and 367 were
outside the boundaries of the map.

Particular emphasis is given to Tact Unit 10 and
the activities of its men, as this unit was located at

Fire Station No. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the time of the
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shooting. On the aftermoon of April 4, 1968, Tact lnit 10,
consisting of three cars and 12 wmen stopped at Fire Station
No. 2 for a rest break at approxiﬁaately 5:50p.m. “The unit
was camanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghormley of the Shelby County
Sheriff’'s Department. The other members of the unit included
Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. Berry, Vernon Dollahite, R.MN. Baker
and Ronald Maley of the sheriff's department; and Patrolmen
Carroll Dun, William Gross, Jason Morris, Bamey Wright,
Emmett Douglass and Torrance landers of the MPD.

Interviews of the above named men indicate that when

the unit arrived at the fire station, the cars were parked
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead
car actually obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was
parked directly behind the lead car and the third car was
double parked alongside these two cars. (MPD Statements,
State v. James Earl Ray, DuFour p.l449; Bexry p.1450;
Ghormley pp.1451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.1455 and 1305;
Dam p.1457; Gross p.1460; Morris p.1463; Wright p.1466;
Baker p.1468; Douglass p.1469; Landers p.l471 and Maley
p-1480.)

ﬁhile Patrolman Douglass remained with the lead car

to monitor the radio, all of the other men went into the fire
station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed
Dr. King (at approximately 6:0lp.m.), these men were at various



locations in the fire station drinking coffee, making telephone
calls, etc. Patrolman Richmond, who was mamning the suxveillance
post in the rear of the station, yelled thraughout the station
that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact unit,
scme of vhom had heard the shot, all ran out the north side
of the fire station and then east toward the rear of the fire
station and the lorraine Motel. (See diagram of crime scene,
App. A. Ex. 2).

Patrolman Douglass, who had yremained in the lead car
to monitor the radio, heard the shot when it was fired, He
immedistely got out of the car and ran toward the rear of the
fire station with the cther men. After Patrolman Douglass
realized what had happeied, he returmed to the lead car, along
with Patrolman Wright, and radiced the dispatcher that Dr. King
had been shot. Douglass and Wright then drove the lgad gar
south on §. Main to E. Butler, east on E. Butler to Milberry
and rorth on Mulberry to the entrance of the Lorraine Motel.
Douglass and Wright later drove the car, acccupa;xﬁ.ed by one
or two other unidentified officers, north on Milberry to
Huling, west on Huling to S. Main and south on S§. Main to the
front of the tuildings located just north of the fire station. */

*/ There are conflicts in the statements of Douglass, Wright

and Ghormley. Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove
to the lorraine Motel. According to Wright's version, he and
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two
other unidentified officers at the lorraine Motel. On the other
hand, Ghormley claims he turmed around at the concrete wall at the
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of the station and
then north on S. Main Street.
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The other men In the tact unit contimiéd to the rear
of the fire station to a concrete retaining well abutting
Milberry Street. DuFour, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, Landers, -
Maley and Dumn climbed down the concrete wall and ran across
Mulberry Street to the Lorraine Motel. DuFour and Morris ran
up the stairs to the balcony where Dr. King's body lay.

The pecple there said the shot had came from a red brick
111din

1ilding rorth of the five starion on § Main Street, Uhile

DuFour remained with Dr. King's body until the ambulance came,
Morris ran rorth on Milberzry to Huling and west on Huling to
the north side of the buildings facing S. Main Street. Another
officer (probably Maley or Dim) was already at that peint,
and MorTis stopped there to assist him in securing that area.
Baker ran to the Motel belecony where DuFour was standing
beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Mulberry St. and
ran north for a distance to an alley. Baker ran into the
alley looking for anything suspicious. He noticed that
other members of the tact unit were securing a building
(probably the bullding with its north end on Huling).
Therefore, Baker went to the comer of Milberry and E. Butler
and took up a position there.
After landers learmed the direction the shot came
from, he found & 55-gallon drum and climbed back uwp the

concrete retaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on

~42-



which the building where the shot was fired is located. Landers
observed that the bathroam window was partially opened and

he saw an elderly white male come up to the window and look ocut
He ordered him to get back fram the window. Landers also saw
an elderly white female looking out a window directly south

of the bathroom window. He ordered her to get away from the
window. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for
evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After
other officers arrived, landers and another MPD officer

climbed onto the roof of a one story bullding which backs

up to Mulberry St. This huilding runs along the north side

of the building whence thé shot was fired. Finding nothing

on the roof, they came cown and started up an alley leading

to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley they found two

fresh footprints in the mud. Landers guarded these footprints
until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently,
8 plaster case was made of each footprint ., However, the
footprints were never positively identified by either the

MFD or the FBI.

Upon learning where the shot was fired from, Dollahite
and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on
Milberry to Huling and west on Huling toward S. Main. Maley
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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rorth end of the bullding. However, Dollahite contimued munning
(with gun drawn) to S. Main and turmed south on S. Main.
Dollahite noticed a mmber of patrons in Jim's Grill at 418
S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain
geated and not to leave. [Dollshite then stopped momentarily
at Canipe's Amusement Company located at 424 S. Main where
he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorvay partially
covering a blue suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he
contimed down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in
parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghormley and arother
officer coming north on S. Main., Dollahite turned around
at that point and walked back to Cz;ipe‘s store ahead of
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of
securing the front of the building. After he took wp his
position, Douglass and Wright drove wp in the lead car.

Other officers who did mot climb down the retaining
wall at the rear of the fire station and run to the motel
are Gomley, Gross and Berxry. After rurming to the
retaining wall and observing the people pointing to the
building on §. Main St., Berry came back to the fire station
entrance, jurped in a cruiser and drove north ont S, Main to
the first intersection at Huling where he stopped the car
in the street and secured that area.

TR



Grormley and Gross also retwrned to the front of
the fire station after first numing to the retalning wall.
They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Huling.
Ghormley stopped at Canipe's Amisement Co. where he observed
what appeared to be a blanket partially covering a blue
suitcase and a Browning rifle box with about a foot of the
barrel of a rifle exposed.

The apparent discrepancies in the statements of
Ghormley and Dollahite can be accounted for only by the
mass cmfusic;n which mist have ocourred immediately after
the shooting. However, it appears that Dollahite first
observed the bundle w16 ruming south on S. Main with
his gun drawn. But, b contimied past Canipe's Amusement
Campany and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer
caning north he turmed arownd and tock up a position on the
opposite side of the street from Canipe's.

Guy H. Canipe, the owner of Canipe's Amusement (o.,
informed Ghormley that a white male had just dropped the
bundle in front of his door a minute or two earlier and had
run south on 8. Main, Ghormley radiced this information to
beadquarters end stood guard over the articles. Shortly there-
after, Canipe told Gormley that a white Mustang autambile
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the bundle vas
dropped. Ghormley also radioed this information to headquarters.
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According to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes
Q4D James Earl Ray Supplements, Attorney General's copy,
Supplement 79, p.1714) Tact Unit 10 advised the dispatcher
that Dr, King had been shot at the Iorraine Motel at 6:03p.m,
By 6:06p.m., the dispatcher had ordered a circle formed
around the lorraine Motel and the buildings west of the
motel on S§. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and other Tact
Units had begun to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact
Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front
of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main, .

At 6:08p.m. the subject was described as a well-dressed,young,
white male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed information
from Tact Thir 10, that
late model white Mustang.

The men in the Tact Uhits and patrol cars kept the
area sealed off, directed traffic, and checked ocut suspicious
individuals while detectives fram the Homicide Squad investi-
gated the scene. Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD

Hordeide Squad arrived at the Lorraine Motel at approximately

the subiect had left the area in a

6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custody of the bundle
of articles found In the doorway of Canipe's Amusement.
Zachary tumed the bundle, except for a tee shirt and pair

of shorts, over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. The
tee shirt and shorts were also turmed over to the FBI after
the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Interview
of former Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, Septemwber 15, 1976,

App. B).
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B. The FBI Investigation Of The Assassination

1. The Department of Justice Response and FBL
Yeriormamce

_&. The Murder. At approximately 6:00 p.m. on
April &4, 1968, Dr. Martin luther King, Jr., was standing
on the baleony outside of his room at the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis, Termessee. Mcments later, Dr. King was shot
by a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph's
Fospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The
cause of death was a bullet wound which tore the major
neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the
oot of the neck (Memp'.is 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-13, and see
autopsy report, App. A Ex. 3).

b. Top Priority Investigation Ordered. The Mecphis
Police Department was immediately aware of the King assault
and pramptly notified the FBI Memphis Field Office headed by
SAC Robert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed the

information to Washington where Director Hoover and Attorney
General Clark were informed. The Memphis Field Office was
directed on the evening of April 4, 1968 to immediately conduct
a full investigation of the matter as a possible violation

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil rights conspiracy statute (IQ 44-
38861-109).
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This directive soon became national in'scope with
SAC's in all FBI Field Offices being ordered by teletype
on April 7, 1968, to participate and conduct a top priority
investigation under their personal supervision. This meant
all leads were to be afforded immediate, thorough and

imaginative attention and all possibilities from such leads
exhausted. Also, 24 hours was set as the period after receipt
of a ]lead within which the investigation and reporting must
be campleted. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility
for any failure to handle the irmvestigation (HQ 44-38861-153).

c. Progress of the Investigation. The breadth of

this top priority investigation 1s repeatedly evidenced in
the Murkin files. All informamt sources - racial, security
and criminal - were impediately alerted and contacted for

individuals known to have violent proclivities were checked.
The files were checked for prior threats against Martin Luther
King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Name checks were contimwously
being made on Selective Service records, city and telephone
directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions,
finmmcial institutions, credit records, cxriminal and civil
records, marriage licenses, public utility rolls, unions,
camon carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233).
{1) Bessie Brewer's Rooming House. Key informatiom

was developed early at Bessie Brewer's Roaming House whence
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens
and William C. Anchutz were interviewed and a physical
description of a suspect was obtained.

Bessiz Brewer, resident menager of the rooming house,
explained that a "Jolm Willard" registered with her April &,
between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to
Rocm 8, but rejected it because it had a stove and refrig-
erator. Instead, he asked for a sleeping roam only and
accepted Room 5-B in the rear of the hostelry. This room
provided a window with a view of Dr. King's roam at the
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as
a white male approximately 35 years of age, 5'll" to 6' tall,
weighing 180 ponds with a medium bulld and presenting & near
clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15).

Stephens, who was in his rocm on the afternoon of
April 4, remembers hearing footsteps between Roam 5-B
end the bathroom. He also remarhers the bathroom being
occupied for considerable perlods of time - 20 to 30 minutes -
without water ruming or the toilet being flushed except for
the last visit. This last visit ended when he heard what
he 1s certain was a gun shot. Intermpted by the shot,
Stephens cpened his door to the hallway to see a mam noming
down the hallway carrying 8 large wrapped tundle. As this
man ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephems_
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recalls believing that he had seen this person earlier

that afternoon with Mrs. Brewer. Stephens descrided him

as a vhite male of sverage build, in his 30's, 5'10" o 11"
tall, weighing 165 pomds and wearing a dark suit presenting
a neat clean appearance (Mmphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1),

Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of the rooming
_house and in his roam at the time of the shooting. Also
like Stephens, Anchutz occupied a room adjacent to "John
Willard." He recalls watching television in his room that
aftemoon when he heard a gun shot. Immediately, he went
to the door and as he opened it saw 8 man rnunning toward him.
Thismm covered his face as he ran and carried a blanket
wrapped bundle. Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "'1
thought I heard a shot.” The man Tesponded: "Yeh, it was a
shot.” Anchutz described the man as 6' tall with a slim
bulld and in his 30's (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).

(2) Canipe Amusement Campany. The Canipe Amusement
Conparty 1s located at 424 South Main Street and is just a
short distance from Bessie Brewer's Rocming House at 422%

Scuth Main Street. In the recessed entrance to Canipe Coupany
a blanket wrapped bundle (presumably the bundle Stephens

and Anchutz saw) containing valusble pleces of physical
evidence was recovered shortly after the stooting.



The store owner, Guy W. Canipe, and -t custamers,
Bermell Finley and Julius 1. Graham, were in the store at the
time of the assassination. Each was inter\riev;ed by the
FBL and described hearing a "thud” which drew their attention,
and as they looked to see vhat had happened, they observed
the blanket wrapped bundle in the entrance. At the same
time, they sa’ a man dressed in a dark suit walking rapidly
south on the sidewalk away from the bundle. A few mments
later, they said, a vhite compact autauobile - possibly a
Mustang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high
rate of speed. The male was described as white, approximately
30 years of age with a medium build, 5'10" to 6' tall and
weighing 160 to 180 pounds. (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec 1).

The bundle, after being discovered at Canipe's docrway
by a member of & Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad,
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the
Mamphis Police Department's Homlcide Bureau. Later in the
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.w. and 10:00 p.m.,
Inspector Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen who
immediately had it flown by agent courier to Washington for
laboratory exanination (Memphis 44-1987-610). The bundle
contained a Model 760 Remington Gamemaster rifle, 30-06
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained
various toilet articles along with a pair of men's underwear
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with laundry tags, a pair of binoculars, two cans of
beer, and a paper bag bearing an advertisement for York
Arms Company, Memphis, Termessee, with a York Arms Company
cash sales receipt dated April &4, 1968 (Memphis 44-1987
Sib A sec 1).

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked. The
investigation contimied with emphasis on tracing all physical
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of 8ll Memphis area hotels and morels wﬁs inidiated for
the source of the blanket ard bar of soap found in the blue
zipper bag. Also, reglstrations at area imms were exarined
for themhmsuspect‘m fled the rocming house and who
might be driving a white compact automobile. At the same
time, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, laundry
tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139).
MﬁﬂeMs@eme quickly traced to the Aero
Marine Supply Campary in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle
was sold to a '"Harvey lowmyer' March 30, 1968. The scope,
along with & second rifle, was purchased March 29, 1968,
but "Lowmyer’’ exchanged this rifle the following day for
the one recovered at the Canipe Amiserent Company. Accord-
ing to the Aero Marine salesman, "Lowmyer’ expla:ined that
he talkedwitﬁhis brother and was advised a more powerful
rifle was necessary for deer hunting in Wisconsin. However,



a laboratory examination of this returned rifle revealed
that it was clogged_with cosmoline (a heavy grease firearm
preservative) and could not be loaded and read:l:ed to fire
(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also provided a physic_al
description of "Lowmyer' which matched those previcusly
cbtained (HQ 44-38861-180).

The paper bag and the sales receipt from York Arms
Campany led agents to the Meophis sore where the binoculars
were pmchaséd. The York Arms salesman explained that he
8old the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m.

April 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions
previously cbtained (Menphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By
checking the mamfactirer’s can codes and distribution records,
the two beer cans were traced to Southhaven Mirmow Shop,
Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

The center of the invesrigation shifted from Memphis
to Birmingham on April 9, when the search of Memphis imns
focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration
record of an Exic Starvo Galt. 1Tt was already known that
the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the
Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. The registra-
tion record aroused interest because Galt registered for the
night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a
Mistang with Alabama license plates, (HQ 44-38861-1180).
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The possibility of a lirk between Exic Starvo
Galt and the wknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the
Birmingham and Mobile offices. In their pursuilt they

learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased & 1966
- vhite Mustang autcoobile. The Bureau agents also leamed

that the State of Alabama {ssued & motor vehicle operator's
license in October 1967 to Eric Starvo Galt, 2608 Highland
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obtained from this license matched those previously received:
white mle, born July 20, 1931, 5'11" tall, 175 pounds with
blue eyes and brown hair (HQ 44-38861-1180).

When the investigation moved to Galt's Birmingham
address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August
until early October 1967. Because of the length of this
eontact, emphasis was placed on developing information on
Galt's background. Significantly, it was leamned that during
his Birminghem sojowrn Galt expressed an enthusiastic
interest in dancing and attended dancing school thexe
(HQ 44-38861-607).

(4) los Angeles. Soon after the Birmingham commection
was uncovered Los Angeles became a focal point in the investi-
gation. The significance of los Angeles became apparent
April 11, with the knowledge of four facts.,

One, when on April 11, 1968, the Burean located Galt's
sbandoned Mustang in Atlanta a search of it indicated that
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Galt had had it serviced twice in the los Angeles area
(i 44-38861-989)

Two, also incident to the search of the Mustang a
fragment of cardhoard torn from a Kleenex box was found.

On it were the names and los Angeles addresses of Anita |
Katzwinkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 44-38861-589).

Three, lamndry markings from the recovered underwear
were tracked to Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning,
Hollywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885). The following
day agents learned that the name Eric Starvo Galt appeared
in the lamdry's records.

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered from the blue
zipper bag were traced to the Rompage Hardware Store which
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaming (HQ 44-38861-1174).

Since {t was known that while in Bimmingham Galt
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the
Los Angeles area were checked. Galt's name appeared in
the records of the National Dance Studio, Los Angeles.

{44 38861-12935 .

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be
most important because it was through an interview with the
dance studio owner that a photograph of Eric StarQO Galt was

finally cbtained. The owner keyed the agents to an interest



Galt had expressed in attending a bartending school

(HQ 44-38861-1066). Checking the area, the Intemational
School of Bartending was located and it provided Galt's
graduation photograph. For the first time, agents were

gble to see and distribute a photo of their subject. To be
sure of maximm disseminatiom, the photo was ¢irculated among
the nxvs media (HQ 44-38861-967).

While in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serranc
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons
contacted at these locations called him & *'loner” and
described him as & person who kept to himself. A departure
from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles
Stein who, at nc expense to himself, rode with Galt in the
Mustang fram Los Angeles to New Orleﬁ and return.

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met
Galtthrwghtheircmsiﬁbiariebiartinﬁnwaswrkhgasa
bar maid at the Sultan Bar located in the St. Francls Hotel.
Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was plarning to drive
to New Orlemns and she asked if he would be willing to give
her cousin a ride there in order to pick wp her children.

He agreed, but it was Charles and not Rita who went along
with Galt (HQ 44-38861-1117).

Notwithstanding the informaetion Stein provided, the

investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orlemns



was scoured for clues and although Galt's hotel and room
were located the effort was fruitless (IR 44-38861-1197) .
Stein also stated Galt made several telephone calls from
pay telephones alang the way but an exhaustive search of
ccn.ﬁtless telephone records, mumbers and subscribers
produced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). lastly, Stein
explained that Galt conditioned the ride to New Orleans
oan Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined
but again the ensuing investigation of this lead learned
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003).

(5) Atlanta. On April 11, 1968, a citizen call came
through to the Atlanta Police Department reporting the missing
white Mustang. According to this caller and another persom,
both interviewed by the FBI, the abandoned Mustang was parked
shortly before 9:00 a.m. April 5, 1968, by a lone man matching
Galt’s description. The discovery of Galt’s Mustang immediately
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Galt in
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989).

Because Galt was believed to use low cost rooming houses
all such establistments were contacted for any sign of him.
Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Gardner's Rooming House
where Galt registered March 24, 1968. Although Galt was
nowhere to be found, he had left evidence behind, Found



in his room were a booklet, "Your Opportunities in Iock-
smithing'’ and a collection of maps. One of these maps
was of the city of Atlanta with the residence of Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the headquarters of SCIC circled
(HQ 44-38861-967).

Other evidence of Galt's presence in Atlanta was
received fran the Pledmont Laundry where records showed
he picked up laundry April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-3627).

(6) Galt Identified as James Ear] Ray. Knowing that

Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all eon-
ceivable modes of transportation in, around and out of
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). Hﬁaever. Galt's
trail was cold; there was no evidence as to vwhere he fled
from Atlanta.

The Bureau became worried because with each passing
hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and
better. Therefore, the investigative eophasis shifted from
follouing Galt's trail to identifying Galt. In an effort
to accomplish this the Bureau initiated a camparative search
of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's
(one fir@,erpriﬁt was recovered from the rifle; a second from
the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found
in Galt's room) against fingerprints of white male fugitives.
To be sure, the Limitation to fugitives was purely speculative.



However, the speculation paid off when on April 19, 1968,
James Earl Ray's fingerprint card compared identicaily
(I 44-38861-1575). )

With the discovery that Eric Starvo Galt was James
Ear]l Ray, the investigation was redirected to a search
of Ray's whereabouts since the time of his April 23, 1967,
escape fram Missourl State Prison. Through the months of
April and May the Ray-Galt steps were traced. Eventu2lly,
the Bureau was able to accomt for Ray's whereabouts almost
continmuously since his escape. Nevertheless, his trafl
remained cold beyond Atlanta on April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-
3509; and see Chronology infra).

In comection with their search, Ray's family was
identified, located, physically suxrveilled and periodically
interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44~3B361-3987). Also,
prison immates and essoclates were querled (e.g. HQ 44-38861-
well as his military record perused (BQ 44-38361-1€16).

as
But, no clues loped. Ray's family said they knew nothing;
hey ha

not know of his whereabouts (Chicage 44-1114-27). Prison
fremtes and associates told tales of bounties offered for
the death of Dr. King but exhsustive investigations could nor
substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44~38861-3767).
Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the
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Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he explains
that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new
developments beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore, the
Director requested authorization for telephone and micro-
phone surveillance on Ray family members. The request,
hovever, was never acted upon (HQ 44-38861-3509).

(7) Passport Search. Frum an interview with a former

cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prison it was learned
that Ray appreciated the ease with whick a persor living
in Canada could obtain a false passport (HR 44-38861-3889) .
Though it is not clear that the cellmate's caments pre-
cipitated a search of Camd:.an passports issued since Ray's
Rpril 23, 1967 escape, it is Jnown that on the request of
the FBI lLegat in Canada such.a searéhwasmnductedbythe
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also
conducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44-38861-4445).
Though the search went through a staggering number
of applications and was based on the cormparison of Ray's
photograph to those submitted with the application, it proved
to be the necessary break in picking wp Ray's trail. At
$:30 p.m. June 1, 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa,
Canada, called the Bureau to advise that after reviewing

same 175,000 applications the ROVP located a passport issued



April 24, 1968 under the name Ramon George Sneyd which
contained a photograph very definitely similar to Ray
(R H4-38861~-4190).
The passport was filed by the Kermedy Travel
Agency in Toronto, Canada. Incident to their investi-
gation, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police contacted the
travel agency and obtained a hand printed note fram Sneyd
omcerning his application. The note together with the
passport photo and & latent palm print were forwarded to
the Bureau for laboratory examination which concluded that
Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44-38861-4262, 4263).
(8) Ray Apprehended. The Kermedy Travel Agency also
provided information that Sneyd purchased a round trip alr

ticket from Toronto to London departing May 6 and returning
May 21, 1965. But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd
tuned in the retixm portion of the fare and received a
May 7, 1968 ticket to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher
(HQ 44~38361-4319).

Immigration authorities in Lisbon were immediately
contacted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon
May 7 but had exited for London May 17, 1963 (HQ 44-38861-
4725).

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd. At
11:15 a.m., June 8, 1968, Ray was apprehended by officers of
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he was plarming a flight to Brussels, Belglum (HQ 44-38861-

4616).

Z. Alleged Conspiracies

Lliterally scores of alleged conspiracies were
coommnicated to the Bureau. Froam the date of the assas-
sination in April, 1968, even up to this date, the FBI
has been approached by mmerous persons with stories
which purport to identify a conwirﬁcy to kdll King.
These stories inmvolved the widest range of perpetrators
and participants as well as motives. To the extent
that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in
the rather difficult position of conducting an investi-
gation which ranged far beyond the concrete evidence
that had already been ocbtained. Uhen the leads were
in fact bogus ones, the FBI was attempting to prove a
negative in each repcrted case. With a controversial
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy
were numerous. Consequently, the Bureau’s credibility
would necessarily be strained, given its past relation-

ship with the civil rights leader, unless each story was
disproved. Yet the Bureau attempted to cover each lead.



As previously stated, each SAC was held personally
responsible for an &gpedited and thorough review.

Based on our review of the files, the task force
is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorough

job in attempting to identify amy possible conspiracy
or persons who could have been frvolved in the murder.

In each of the allegations received, the Burean immediately
interviewed the person who was the source of the allegation
where this was possible (i.e. where the source was not
aonymus). In situations where the complaint was not an
onm:s hoax the Bureau then attempted immediately to
identify the alleged participants and interview then.

Where there was ndt a satisfactory explanation to dispel

asirly Sy ——

the allegation concerning such matters as whereabouts or
associations, the Bureau then would check firther. This
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the
vltimate degree. Judgment based on experience dictated
many of the decisions.

These judgments were also tempered by a critical
factor. Within fifteen days after the mmder, the FBI
was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same persom,
that this individual purchased the rifle, rented the
room across from the Lorraine Motel, and fired the shot
that killed Dr. King. While there were many other pecple



who were antagonistic toward Dr. King and many who

had apparently discussed killing him, any successful
conspiracy would have to have involved Ray based on the
evidence at hand. 1In all the years following the assas-
sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any
camection between any alleged conspirator(s) and James
Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed,

Missowxri State Prison.

We have not addres_sed here the Bureau’s handling of
paxrticular conspiracy leads because of the large muber of
allegations involved. Bureau files can be checked for each

reported lead and the resulting investigation on that lead
traced to its conclusion.



C. The Story of James Earl Ray

1. CGuomology of Ray's Activities On and |
After April 23, 1967

On Sunday, the 23rd of April 1967, after he had
served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed forid 23, 1
robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson
City, James Earl Ray escaped. When a truck appeared at
the prison bakery where Ray worked, a bread box was
carried onto the Eruck to be delivered to & nearby prison
farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box,
and later ﬂedfrantheprisontrudcatasﬁoppriortoits
reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Hule, pp.26-27.)

Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City
(thiie, p.27). On the third day he bu‘rélarized a
trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking a blanket
and food (Huie, p.27). f‘or the next three nights he made
his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City

April 24-28

*/ Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from
prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension.
The task force's most credible view of his statements has

been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew
the Dreamer, Mule, Williazm Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York,
1968 (hereinafter, Hule); All other citations herein are for
gerials in the Bureau's MURKIN file, HQ 44-38861. The task
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray's correspondence with
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie.




to a city large enough so he would not be noticed and
tock & train to St. louis. He then took a taxicab to .
East St. Louils, called a friend who drove him to Edwards-
ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Hule, p.28).

On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight

weeks as a dishwasher and cook's helper at the Indian ey 3
Trail Restaurant in Wimnetka, Illincis, and resided at
2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name Jom L.
Rayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler autasbile fram June 3
a private owner on hune S5th for $200 (5448). On )
June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the e 9
test on June 12th (5394). Ray .moved from his June 12
Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th
where he paid one week's rent (5118). Ray was issued Fie 17
a driver's permit in the name of Joln L. Rayns for the
State of Illirois on June 2lst (5394). During the week ne 2L
of Jhume 19t;h Ray left his job, and requested that his
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lint Stxreet address,
which it was (5118).

Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962

July 14

Plymouth autambile from a commercial dealer in East

St. louis, Illinois, and transferred the licensed
plates from the Crysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie,

" p.39). Leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded



to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and July 15
Windsor (Hule, p.40). His prime objective was
allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p.41).
As John L. Rayns, he registered for an overnight
stay at the Bourgard Motel in Doriom, just west of
Montreal (idem, p.43; 543%).
Next, Ray first used the alias Eric §. Galt July 19
when be signed a six month lease for an apartment
in the Rarkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in
Mmtreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly
held wp a food store stealing $1700 (Hule, p.47).
The following day he spent-$300 for new clothes at the
Tip Top Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair
cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie,
p.48). He also ordered on July 21st a $75 tailor-made
suit at the English and Scotch Woolen Company (4692).
(A month and a half later, by a letter from Birmingham
dated September 6, 1967, this tailering campany was
instructed by Ray to send the finished garment to him
at his then Bimingham address.) Three days later Ray July 24
ordered three sex books fram Futura Books, Inc., In
Inglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he July 28
errolled in a correspondence course at the Locksmithing
Insticute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both matters
were paid by Canadian money orders.



Ray vacationed, begimming July 30th, at the July 30-
Gray Rocks Imn on Lake Ouirmet in the Llaurentian hogust 3
Mrntains seeking, according to Ray, cantact with
a respectabl'e woran to vouch for him on a passport
application. He was "picked up" by a female Canadian
Goverrment employee and her girlfriend and spent the
next few days with them before leaving on August 7th;
The two women followed, stayed overnight with Ray in Aogust 7
Montreal on August 7th, and then returned to thelr
residences in Ottawa (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On
Aigust 9th, he purchased by money order a formula for  August 9
makine glass for a two-way mirror (2192). Then, on Anoust 19
August 19th, Ray visited the govermment employee in
Ottava, but did not importime her to assist him on his
passport application (Hule, p.54).

During the approximately two and one-half "Racul"’
gonths of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meeting an gact;;ac .t;uly 18-
underworld character named "Racul". After negotiations, A-JgAugs %Bt:hmugh
Ray stated to author Huie, that he engaged in smuggling
operations with “Raoul" and then proceeded to Birmingham
to meet "Raocul" at the latter’s direction. Mearnhile, Avg. 18-20
he stayed at the Town and Country Motel, Ottava, from

August 18th to August 20th (5502). Whatever may be
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the txruth of the story, Ray left Montreal, met his
brother at Morthbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth
car to his brother Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded
from Northbrooke or Chicago to Birmingham, stayed
August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth
Averme as John L. Rayns (5400; Rule, p.6l), and that
same day also took a room in the name Eric §. Galt
at the Ecoromy Rooms, 2608 Highland Averme (2324).
Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the Highland
Avernie address, rented safety deposit box No. 5517
at the Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank
(2323; Hule, p.62). The access record on this

box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; fram
1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on Septewber 5; from 11:05

to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and fram 10:16a.m.

to 10:19a.m. on September 28 (2323).

The purchase of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was
accamplished at the end of August by answering a
newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 in
cash to William D. Paisley on the 30th (628). All
this checks with the car purchase clrorology Ray
himself admitted to author William Bradford Huie
(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray's self-serving attribution of
“Raoul” as the one who directed him to buy the car
and vho supplied the cash is uncorroborated).
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Ray as Eric Starvo Galt, applied for and was September 6
issued Alsbama driver's license No.2848947 (4143).
The signature matches the other handwritings of the
sare name (4143). At some point during his stay in
Birmingham, Ray purchased a .38 revwolver which was
found on his person on his arrest in Heattwow Airport,
Iondon, England (1422).
On Septamber 12th, Ray enxrolled for 5 weekly September 12
dance classes at the Continental Dance Club Studiocs
(2324). The Modem Photographic Book Publishing
Co. Inc., of New York City received & coupon order September 26
from Eric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter
by Ray as Galt written September 26, asking that the
book not be sent as he was moving and would give the
changed address later (4143). The hadwriting was
identical with Ray's (4143).
Ray purchased a bank draft from the Exchange Septexber 28
Security Bank, 5 points' South Branch, Birmingham
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and
this accampanied an order on that company for a Kodak
Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a. splicer and a 20
foot remote control cable; price $337.24 (1133). Then
Ray typed a note to the film company seven days
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later in which he acknowledged receipt of the items
he had ordered but returned the movie camera as the
wrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on
October 7, and would send a new address to which
the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143).
0 September 30th, Ray paid only for his roam (2118).
Ray, as Galt, was issued Alabama license tags
No.1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexieo
an October & (Huie, p.66). On the Bth of October,
Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance policy

(1904). He reached Acapulco on October 10th, proceeded

to Guadalajara on October 15th and left there on

the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico,
arriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496). He
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86
on this date; his "Galt" signature and writings match
his other Galt writings (4143). Galt typed a letter
to the film company to ask for a refimd to the Puerto
Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera
which had been mailed mearwhile to his vacated

Birmingham address (4143). Agam the written signature

on this note matched the string of "Galt" signanures.

(4143). For some reason (Huile says Ray said he wanted November 6-13
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October 6

October 8
October 10
October 13

October 18

October 19

October 22



a week in a more expensive rocr: in a hotel on the
beach.) (Huie, p.8l), Ray switched hotels, going
from the Rio to the Hotel Tropicana (1219). He
spent most of his time in the period from October
19 to November 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma
Morales, whose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano
(1219), and possibly another female named Nina
(Huie, p.8).
Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to los Novenber 14
Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North
Serrano Averme on the 19th of November. (668; Huie,
P-85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior  November 19
Bulk Film Company, Chicago, to forward to his new
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak
movie camera; the signatwwre on th;.s letter matches
the other "Galt” signatures. (4143),
In this second week of his stay in los Angeles, November 27

Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical December 14
psychologist, Dr. Mark 0. Freeman, in hopes of November 27
IO Y T alvana maimive i 1 Ao mn Al reredaw 0

e £ 4
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learning self-hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and December 4,
6, 11, & 14
remember things better.
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Apparently, in a further self-improvement step,
Ray erxrolled in a course of dancing instructions with
the cwner of the National Dance Studin, 2026 Pacific
Averue, Long Beach, California (4143). On December
13th, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his
safety deposit box (2323). He paid $100 on the
dancing lesson contract on the l4th of December, left
laundry at the Avalon Cleaners & Laundry, Inc.,
5662, Hollywood Blvd., los Angeles, on the following
day-ticket No.31053 and lawndry mark '"20R-3" made
by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and also
on December 15th Ray, as Gélt still, bega a round
trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin
Avenue, 1os Angeles, to New Orleans in ﬁay's white
Mustang to pick up Stein's sister's two small children
(4143). Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the
17th, the latter registering at the Provincial Hotel,
1024 Chartes Street, Room 126 (5399). The "Galt”
registration card signature matched the string of
such signatures in Ray's odyssey and he further
recorded that he was driving a Mustang with Alabama
license No.1-38993 and gave his address as 2608

Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143).

December 5

Decanber 13
December 14

Decerber 15

Decamber 17



Ray checked out before the 1:00p.m. checkout
time on the 19th and, with the two children and
Charles Stein, made the return trip to los Angeles
arriving by the 2lst of December when he took the
first of the series of dancing lessons he had
signed up for. The next day he picked up his
laundry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded
next (4143).

On December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated
his interest in imigrating to Africa, and more
particularly to a white ruled area, -by wricing a
letter of inquiry to Mr. Jolm Acord, Chairman,
American-Southern African Council, 800 Fourth St.,
S.W., Washington, D.C.; the signature of Galt
matched up with the other Galt writings. (4143).

Ray said he visited las Vegas on New Year's
Day. (Hule, p.96). Dance lessons are documented
on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325). Galt
bought Bank of America money order No.0799 18037
in the amant of $15 from the Hollywood Western

Branch payable to the Locksmithing Institute (2325).

The FBI lab made the usual writing match up on the

signature (4143). Mearwhile Ray showed up regularly
for dance lessons (2325). On Jaruary 19th Ray signed

-74-

December 19

December 21
Decerber 22

December 25,
26,27&28

1968
Jarmary 1,253

Jarmary 8

Jamuary 9,11,15,
16618



up for a bartending course at the International School
of Bartending 2125 Sunset Boulevard (2325); his
application signature fits his other Galt signatures
(4143). He left his laundry at the Home Sexvice
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard
(2325, cites laundry list No.3065 in E. Galt's name
with Thermo Seal sticker 02B-6, the marking on the
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front
door of Canipe's Amisement Co. in Merphis, April 4,
1968).

On Jamuary 21, 1968, Ray changed his lodgings
to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood
Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23zd, 25th,
29th, 30th, 3lst, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Ray
regularly attended dance lessons (2325). He attended
bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought Janwary 29
two Bank of America money orders on the 29th of January,
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a
female pen pal and the second to pay for a mail
forwarding service (1500). Each transaction created
a handwriting match as did a Bank of America momey order
No.0799 17281 payable to the locksmithing Institute, January 31
Little Falls, New Jersey (2325).



Ray's 1966 white Mistang with Alahama license
No.1-38993 registered in Alabama under the alias
Galt was serviced on the 13th at a Chevron Station,
1506 Nerth Normandic Averme, Los Angeles with mileage
at 34,185, Another undated servicing some 200 miles
later ocamrred at Cort Fex Ford Co., 4531 Hollywood
Boulevard in Los Angeles (2325).

Ray sttempted to increase his social life bty
writing and sending his photograph to a woman listed
by "“The Local Swinger” which listing was secured for
$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143). The

mlr ae{omarra veme addad +a rtha FRT'e maralnme
el d “b&ﬂb““ el Tl b T Tk ps b e WP w“‘w“

Ray's photograph secured. For reading material,
Ray ordered books fram Futura Books paying by money
order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). The
signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day
Ray made a money order payment No.0799 19701 to the
locksmithing Institute (2325). He sent another,
No.0799 19704, for the "Locksmith's Ledger’ with
matching signature (2325); he sent two money orders,

Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and a letter order to

Tiffany Enterprises, B512 Whitworth Drive in los Angeles,

& m3{l order house, for one pair of Japanese handcuffs
(1500), with signatures matchable on two of the three |
documents (4143) .

February 17



At intervals in his stay in los Angeles, Ray
had plastic surgery done to change his appearance
(author Huie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and
11, 1568, Huie, pp.107-8); he visited a psychologist-
hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on January 4, 1968
(H#uie, p.102), and allegedly same seven other
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists.
According to author Huie, he frequented a bar known
as the Rabbit's Foot Club and on one night became
irvolved in a racial argurent followed by a mugging in
which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket,
car keys and driver's license (Huie, p.96-98}. According
to author Huie citing Ray as his source, Ray telephoned
Alabama and had a duplicate license issued; this was
forwarded fram his former Bipmingham address to California
and received there about March 10, 1968 {(Huie, p.98).

*Galt" was graduataed from the bartending school March 2
an the 2nd of March. His picture was taken with the
school operator and Ray clesed his eyes to make recogni-
tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).

A postal money order No.l,916,211,078 was sent March 8
to the Locksmithing Institute as a periodic payment on
the correspondence course Ray was taking (1428). The
signature matchup was made. (4143.)



Ray listed a change of address on March 17
with the St. Francis Hotel, giving his forwerding
address as General Delivery, Main Post Office
Atlanta, Georgia (4143). Presumably he left
Los Angeles in his vhite Mistang on this date,
proceeding to New Orleans where he left a box
of clothing for Marie Martin's little daughter,
Marian de Grassee, at Charles Stein's cousin
Theresa Stone's residence, 4019 Royal Street (4143;
Huie, p. 108).

Fran New Orleans, Ray drove to Selma, Alabama
(5502), (where Ray began to stalk Dr. King according
to Rule's staterent of Ray's admission on this) and,

March 22

March 23

after an overnight stay there, he went on to Mmtgomery, March 24

to Bimmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgla (Hule, p.

112).

In Atlanta, Ray rented room No.2 in a rooming Maxch 24

house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from the operator,
Jimmy Delton Garner (1033). He stayed there until
March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he

purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay-

_able to the Locksmithing Institute (1428). The Galt
signature was a matchip (4143).

March 28



On the 29th Ray appeared at the Aeromarine Supply
Companty, 5701 Adrport Highway in Birmingham, Alabama,
and using the allas Harvey Lowmyer purchased a Remington
.243 caliber rifle, lbdel 700 with a 2x-7x Redfield
telescopic sight mounted on it (432). Almost certainly
because the breech of the .243 caliber weapon was caked
with a hardened preservative (cosmoline) and could not
be loaded, Ray returned it the following day (not having
fired it). Be explained that his "brother" didn't like
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760, 30-06
caliber Remington. The scope was transferred to the
latter rifle. Trroughout these transactions the package
for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton which was

large enough to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432).

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jimmy Delton

Garner stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on

an old enrvelope at Gammer's request so that Garner could
transfer the name properly to his official records; the
handprinting is a matchup with other Galt-Ray printing
samples (1033).

March 29

March 31
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Using the name Zxie Sal:z, Ray left nis lamncry april l
and dry cleaning at the Piedront Laundry piclap '
station, 1168 Peachtree, N.W. in Atlanta (4143). Two April 3
days larer, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on April 3 registered
into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Rotel, 3466 Lamar
Avenue, Menphis, Termessee (r'he distance between Atlanta
and Mecphis by the most cornvenient route is 398 miles);
he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham as his address

and he noted on the registration card t:ha; he was driving

a Mustang with Alabame license No. 1-38993 (4143). His

signature was a metch to the other identified Galt signa-

tires (4143). On this same day, Ray purchased a safety  April 3
razor and shaving supplies at the Rexall D:'ug Store in

aven sungb of Mamphils (Meophls 44-1987 Sb A-

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the lp.m. ) April 4
checkout time on April 4th (4143). At some point 3-3:30p.m.
between 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a8 man
generally answering Ray's description rented Roam 5-B
at 422 1/2 South Main Street, Meosphis, in the name of
John Willard (idem. 33). Ray admits to having been in
the room with "Raocul’ whom he first said rented the
room using the “Willard™” alias he, Ray, supplied (Huie,

p-115). In another letter to Hule, Ray states he himself 4:00p.m.



rented the room using the alias Jobn Willard (Hule, p-
30). Ray went out to the York Axms Company Store then
Jocated at 162 South Main Street and purchased a pair
of Bushnell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143);
Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and
Ray admits to having been to the sports store and to
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Huie, p.
115). By 5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to
the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken
his zipper bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Huie, p.115);
by necessary inference, because it was admittedly
brought down froam there and dropped on the sidevalk,
the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Foom 5-B at this
time or just before Ray’'s trip to the York Arms Co.
Store (See Huie, p.1l4 and p.131; 4143).

As detailed in the discussion of the course of
the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin fled
from the common bathroom at the rear of the rooming
house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The
assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear 6:03:50p.1
the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45
seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could
have reached and undoubtedly did reach Ray's white



Mustang after dropping Ray's bag, the rifle Ray bought
and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which
Ray admits taking up to Room 5-B (Staff reenactment;

Huie, p.115). According to a post-conviction statement by
Ray to then Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field
Office, Robert Jensen, rocmer Charles Stephens had a

good look at Ray in the rooming house (5622; Interview of
Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. B).

On the street Guy Warren Canipe, Jr., in his place
of business, Canipe Amusement Co., at 424 South Main Street
heard a thud near the front door of his store, looked wp
to see a white male walk rapidly past his -sto;re going
south (right to left to someone inside the store) and,
with the two customers in his store, went to the front
door where they observed a small white car, a Mustang  6:04p.m.
according to the two customers, pull awvay going north
(left to right) fram a arb side parking place just south
of Canipe's store (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-Sec.l; cf.

Huie, p.131).

According to Ray’s admission to suthor Huie, Ray A%%% 4,
drove south Into Mississippl and then turned east through
Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th Agrgéé S,
- (Hule, p.132). He abandoned the white Mustang. On the
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table in the rocm at the Atlants rooming Touse, he lel:
a letter about South Africa from the Jotm Birch Society
in Califormia and a copy of the Free Press fram los

Angeles to divert the FBI's attention to Califormia A{{géla 3,
while he fled to Canada (Hule, p.133). Ray picked up . between
his laundry at the Piedmnt Laundry pick-up statiom at 16700
1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the Sth of April (4697).

He then took a bus departing Atlanta just after noon on ;pggxé

the 5th and arrived in Cincimmati at about 1:30a.m. on
the 6th of April. After & one hour layover which he

stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray %56

contirued by bus to Detrolit where he arrived at sbout %gg;

8a.m. (Huie, p.135). He crossed by taxi into Canada b;t*éaeﬁla}

arriving in Windsor an hour or so before moon and

proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at

about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.135). He rented a roam at appTOX.

102 Ossington Avemse without giving his name (5502; P

Huie, p.135). 6bm.
On the 8th of April Ray began the process of A;lng-% 8,

securing a Canadian passport. He picked two names,

Paul Edward Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd, from the

amouncements of births in newspapers for the year

1932 at the public library (Hule, p.l37). He made an A?rggg 10



application for a &piicazs Sizth cerzificaze in eac"' ef
these names on April 10 and on the following day had - April 11,
a passport picture taken in the name of Bridgman and 1968
then to prwide a separate malling address for the
expected replies as to Sneyd, he rented a room at - April 16,
962 Durdas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th R
(5502; Huie, p.141). On the same day he executed an
application in the name Paul Bridgman with his, Ray’s
102 Ossington Averue address as the person to be
motified in case of emergency (Hule, p.143). The
Kermedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the procé.ss:‘.ng
of the application for Ray (5502). On the 19th Ray April 19,
moved to the Dundas Street address (5502). +968
The fingerprints of "Eric S. Galt" were found to  April 19,
be a match with those of James Ear]l Ray after a search 1968
of the print file on Fugitive Felons.
According to author Fule he gleaned from Ray that
Ray visited four bars on the 21st in order to watch the
TV show "The FBI' (Hufe, p.147). He found the show tuned
in at the fouwrth place he tried and learned that he had
made the Ten Most Wanted List with en international “'look-
out''as to Ray (Huie, p.147). He checked out of the -

Ossington Avenue room on the 19th (Huie, p.147).



On April 24 the Canadian passpers in the vame of
Ramon George Sneya was issued to Ray (Huie, p.148). Ray
purchased a round trip ticket to london and departed
on May 6, 1968 (Ruie, p.149). From London Ray tock a
plane to Lisbon where he spert 10 days looking for a
passage to Angola (Huie, p.150). When he was wunable
to §o so he returned to London after first getting his
passport replaced at the Canadian Brbassy in Lisben to
correct the spelling of the name Smeyd (instead of Sneya)
(5502; Hule, p.150}.

Ray retirmed to Landchand spent his time trying
to find & way to join a mercenary force (fixie, p.150).
To this end he bought a plane ticket to Brussels ard was
in the process of meeting his plane at the-Heathrow Airport
when he was apprehended on June B, 1968, by detectives from
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Bule, p.150-151). The arrest
was made on the basls of use of a fradulent passport and
carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber
Japanese-make revolver fourd on his person at Heatlwow
(4346,4368; Huie, p.151).

This chronology h.as been campiled fram data in FBI
reports and Ray's letters to author William Bradford Huie.
It was hoped by the task force that we would have an
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OPPCITiczy o g0 over the facts with James Eaxl Ray
himself. Accordingly, after the United States Supreme
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on
.Decanbe: 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's

Attorney, Jameg K. Lesar, for an opportumity to

-t g

interview
Ray. Lesar stated that he vas writing Ray a letter that
day end would edvise him of our desire to interview him
ard lexve the matter wp to him (Interview of James H.
lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). Also, the task force
gsent Ray a letter on December 15, 1976, via his attormney
requglsting an interview (See letter to James Earl Ray,
December 15, 1976, App. A, Ex.14). While no answer to
our letter was recelved, Ray sent the task force a copy of
a letter addressed to his attormey. Ray attached a copy
of a complaint he recently filed in & civil action and
stated in the letter to his artorney that: "I agree with
your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their
book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George
McMillian, et al." (See letter to James H. lesar, Decamber 20,
1976, App. A, Bx.15).

Absent a statement to us from Ray, four existing Ray

explanations were compared and are here briefly noted.
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First, rc one, other than his attorneys talked with
Ray before the plea bargaining resulted in his conviction
of the First Degree mumrder of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, before Judge
W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby Coumty,
Tennessee (See Transcript App. A, Ex.16). At that time,
on wir dire, Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading
guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because
you killed Dr. Martin luther King under such circumstances
that would meke you legally guilty of Murder in the First
Degree under the law as explained to you by your lawyers?”

Ray answered: "Yes‘."

Ray then aclnowledged that he was pleading guilty
freely, wluntarily and mderstmdirgi}‘. He and his
artorney, Percy Foreman, initialed the copy of these
questions and snswers. Ray also signed a detailed
stipulation confessing that he fired the faral shor (5506).

The task force observes that the only way one can

he "acallv andile?t af

ot Aoovas mredar 1ie wham o
Y g £ gegree mrier 1g uwhan one

accomplishes, or alds or assists in the accomplishment, of
the wrongful killing of a haman being with premeditation
and malice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed

that he intended to and did kill Dr. King.
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Second, Ray reilaced in writing ©o auchor Hule a
story of his odyssey fram Missouri State Prison cb.}ia:phis
which acknowledged that he bought the mmder weapon, made
his way to Memphis, rented the room there at 422 South
Main on April &4, 1968, using the alias '"Jolm Willard,”
waited in the white Mustang, and drove "Raoul' away fram
the crime scene after the mirder wholly unaware of the
killing of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul", or "Roual”,
is the mysterious killer whom Ray thought to be an
international gun-rurmer; Ray bought the murder weapon for
"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective
Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the "flop house” on South
Main Street (tuie, p.130-131).

Third, in a statement read on a iarogran of Station
KMX-TV St. louis, Missourl, in August of 1959 by his
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that
he was the imocent victim, "the fall guy" of a scheme by
the FBI (Menphis 44-1987 Sub M-665). This description of
the crime contains no reference to Racul.

Fourth, the wost recent story avallable to the
task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview
by Wayne Chastain, Jr., for the Pacific News Service,
October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was "set up
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as a partsy”’ for "Raoul." It proceeds along the same lines
as the tale told by Ray to author Huie that there was to
be:meel:ingatthemdningmeat 6p.m. with an

international gun numer. Ray was instructed by Raoul to
have the white Mustang at the axb for "Raoul’s’ use that
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6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police swarming
all over the place when he tried to retuom at 7:05p.m. He
could not park, was turned back by police and learned only
after driving 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been
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associated with the men who killed Dr. King (The Assassinations,
Dallas and Beyond, Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock
and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp.315-317).

The task force views the exculpatory content of these
varying and patently self-serving tales to be unbelievable.
The varying detalls are materially self-refuting. Ray first
adnits full guilt. He then says he waited irmocently at the
orrb and took off after the shot with "Raoul” as a passenger.
He next says he was the catspaw of the FBI. And finally,
he and the Mustang were not in the area when the shot was
fired and he never saw '"Raoul’ after the event.

The eye witnesses to the ''get away’, saw only one
man wto resenbled Ray. The man left in a hurry in & vhite
Mistang as Ray adnitted doing in version rmumber two. We
concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a 'Raoul".



Ray's stipulated judicial confession comparts in
detail with the facts disclosed by the investigation and
the failure of the self-serving stories persuasively
undermines the likelihood of any conspiracy.



2, Motiwe

Jameg Earl Ray, bormn 1928, was raised under
difficult circunstances. His parents were poor, unedu
cated and generally resided in areas surrounded by
criminal activity. Ray did not achieve a high school
education, nor did he attend any vocational institution¥
After enlisting in the army in 1946, Ray 4id not meet the
military's standards and was discharged in 1948 for lack
of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987).

Thus, at the age of twenty-one, he had & very limited
education, was not trained or skilled at any particular job,
and was a reject of the military establichment., Thereafter,
he proceeded to participate in and be apprehended for a
number of criminal actions for which he would be incarcerated
for fourteen of the next eighteen years until his escape from
the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Ray's criminal
activities inciuded rohbbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861-
4143). He was not known to hawe been involved in crimes where

victims or witnesses were physically harmed.

*FBl files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an IQ of 105
Q) 44-38861-3503).



In March 1968, James Earl Ray was forty years
old and was never Xnown to have had a sericus relation-
ship with a man or woman during his adult life. Althouwsh
he was about to camit a very infamous crime of assassina-
tion, neither his childhood, his military years nor his
adult life of orime and imprisonment signaled such action.
His criminal activities were rot those of a hired oar self-
accarplished premeditated mirderer. Why then would James
Earl Ray murder Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?

An analysis of Ray's prison records and interviews
with his prison irmmates reveals some probative facts with
respect to a motive. For example, in 1955 Ray was incar-
cerated in the federal penitentiary at lLeaverworth, Kansas,
.for forgery of post office money orders. On Septamber 12,
1957, Ray was approved for the honor famm at Leavenworth,
but was never transferred there because he refused to live
in the integrated domitory at the fam (HQ 44-38861-1678).
Thus, he was supposedly willing to sacrifice this benefit
and its acoompanying privileges to avoid association with
black pﬁsm&s.

An irmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary
for approximately three years, stated that Ray hated
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that
all the Negro priscners inside the penitentiary should



be killed. He also responded that on several occasions
Ray had said he would kill Dr. Martin Iather King, Jr.,
if the price were right. In 1%66, there wes a riot at
the penitentiary. Three blacks were killed. The inmate
would not state whether Ray had participated in the
killings. Be did say that, if Ray had not, he would
definitely know who had killed the priscners. He also
said that he would not be surprised if he acted without
being paid for the killing. It should be noted that ancther
priscner who was a chef at MSP and Ray's boss for six years,
statedthatthisinmt;msagoodfrie:ﬁofpaya:ﬂhealm
hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443).

A second irmate with Ray at the Missouri State
Penitentiary from 1960 until 1965, claimed that he
recalls that Ray was glad when President Kennedy was killed
and stated "that is one nigger-loving S.0.B that got shot”.
The prisoner also advised that Ray disliked Negrbes. During
the time period when Ring was leading demcnstrations and
marches Ray would become aggravated and upset when reading
this information in newspapers to the point that he would

curse King and the Negroes. He firther stated he had heard

pPrison rumors that Ray was supposed to have killed three
black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, he related
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that in 1963 Ray mece the remarik that he wms going o
get Martin Luther King when he got out of prison.
(O 44-38861-2678, 2791).

A third irmate at MSP from 1962 until 1965,
described Ray as a "lane wolf" who never trusted
anyone. He stated that Ray was a racist and was heard
many times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Ancther
prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that
Fay camented if he ever got ocut of jail he was going to
make himself a "bunch of money.® and Ray further said a
*Businessmen's Association™ had offered $100,000 for
killing Martin Luther King. This prisoner said that
Ray did not know what the "Businessmen's Association”
was, but he intended to £ind out. (H} 44-38861-4143).

A cellmate with Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who
later served prison tune with Ray at leaverworth, Kansas,
was also inaﬁroe.rated with Ray at MSP. Be stated that
during the period when President Rennedy was assassinated
the movements of Dr. Martin Luther King became the topic
of conversation at the penitentiary. Many prisoners heard
that businessmen had raised a considerable amount of mcney,
about one million dollars, as a bounty on King's head. Be
further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he
known about the bounty on Joln F. Rennedy's head and

. had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he
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got out in time arg King were scill alive, he wouwic get
the bounty on King (HQ 44-38861-4143). A priscner

who was at MSP fram 1958 through 1965 stated Ray did
not like Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Martin
Iuther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38661-4143).

Ray's psychological background is also a very
irmportant avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary
psychiatric examination in 1966, Ray was described as
having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with
anxiety and depressive features (HQ 44-38361-3505). In
1954, a prison sociologist stated that Ray's delinquencies
seem due to impulsive behavior, especially when drinking
(HQ 44-38861-3335). These characteristics and caments
abmthysnppoﬂﬂmeopinimotpsgcl‘nlogistnr. Mark
Freeman. While Ray was in Los Angeles he was a patient
of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman believes that Ray was potentially
capable of assassmatlm. was a self-notivated person who
could act alone, and likely fantasized on heing samemne
important.

There were two matters involving Ray and blacks
while outside prison which shed same light on whether his
hatred of blacks and need for importance and profit could
have motivated him to murder. While in Mexico in the fall
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of 1267, Ray asscciatad wé.t’x .-.- Med can woman, ITyoma
Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted
sperding considerable tﬁmwiﬂihimuﬂrecallsa;iimidbnt
that took place on Sunday, October 25th. She and Ray were
seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the
blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Ray left his table
to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his
pocket. Ray stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the

blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the
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he wanted to go after them, Morales,
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to
check the establishment and Ray stated he wanted nothing to
do with the police, thereby terminating the incident (HQ 44-
38861-2073) .

A second incident took place during Ray's stay in
los 2ngeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the'Rabbit's
Foot Club there, identified Ray as a frequent customer.
Morrison said that on ane occasion Ray became engaged in a
political discussion with him regarding Robert Kennedy and
George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently
supported Wallace. On another occasion, Ray had had a
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discussion with Pat Goodsell, a frequent femele cusicrer,
eencerning blacks and the civil rights movement. Ray becare
very involved md began dragging Goodsell towsrds the door
saying, "1'll drop you off in Watts and we'll see how you
like it there" (HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went
outside and had to fight two persons, one being black (Hule,
pp. 96~98).

Thus, it seems clear that Ray openly displayed a
strong racist attitude towards blacks. While in prison,
Ray staced he would kill Dr. King if given the opportunity
and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack black persons
in Puerto Vallarta, He:;cico, with & weapon for apparently
& racial reason. These events and occurrences leading to

the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination itself

Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil rights movement,
his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a
potential quick profit may have, as & whole, provided
sufficient inmpetus for him to act, and to act alone.

3. Soxxrces Of Funds

Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was
tecognized that he had traveled extensively following his
escape from the Missourl Penitentiary. Moreover, in addition



to pormal ilving ecerses, Ray had made several &ub-
stantial purchases, e.g., cars, photo equipment, dance
lessons (See, List of knowm expenditures, App. A, Ex. 4).
These expenditures suggested that he had financial assist-
ance and hence possible co-conspirators. Therefore, the
Bureau was particularly interested in determining his
sources of income. On April 23, 1968, the Director advised
all field divisions to consider Ray as & suspect in any
unsolved bank robberies, hurglaries or armed robberies
ocarring after April 23, 1967. The results were negative.
On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to
all SAC's ordered that all lew enforcement agencies which
maintained unidentified latent fingerprints be contacted
ard requested that fingerprints of Raybe coopared in order
his source of finds. Again, negative results were cbtained.
The Director, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions
that Ray had spent a considerazble amount of money fram April
23, 1967 until April 4, 1968, and advised that a source for
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered
that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate witnesses
in unsolved bank robberies and bark burglaries. These efforts
and gll others to date, with one exception, have proved

N N
ALULLLESS.



As a result of one of Huie's Look articles, the
Bureau did ascertain that Ray had been enployed at &
Testmrant in Wimetka, Illinois, for sppracimately eight
weeks, As a dishwasher and cock's helper, Ray had received
checks totaling $664 fyom May 7, 1967 thxough Jume 25, 1967
(See, List of known income, App. A, Ex. 5). This is the
only known souxce of incame for Ray following his prison
escape. Reports frum the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be
camected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify
the Buresu of any criminal activity which could be associ-
ated with Ray. The Buoeau investigated the possibility
that Ray participated in & bank tobbery at Alton, Illincis,
in 1967, but it was established that he was not a partici-
pant.,

Ray related to author Hule that he robbed a food
" store in Canada, and that an individual named "Raoul”
furnished him funds on & contimuwous basis for various -
undertakings. These matters were actively pursued by the
Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have
they been corroberated by private inquiries of writers and
Journalists. It i{s the Bureau's opinion that Ray most likely
camnitted on a periodic basis geveral robberies or burglaries

during this period in order to support himself. Ray's criminal



background does lend credence to this ﬂmory:

The task force interviewed Ray's brother,; Jexry
Ray (See, Interview of Jexry Ray, December 20, 1976, App.
B). BHe stated that to his knowledge family members did
not provide James with ay finds. Jerry admitted he met
with his brother two or three times during his employment
at the Wimmetka restaoant and advised that he, not James,
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However,
vhen Jexrry again saw his brother on his return from Canada
in August, 1967, James did have some money because it was
he who paid for their expenses which included a motel room.
Jerry added that James also gave him his car commenting
that he would purchase a more expensive car in Alabama.
Jerry stated he was unaware of where his brother had
obtained his mmey as well as the amount of uwoney he had
at this time.

Accordingly, the sources for Ray's fimds still

remain a mystery today.
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4, Tmily Conracts and Assistace

Our review of the files indicated that the FBI
hadmhardevidmcelir&inngsRaytomcbnspiracy
to kill Dr, King. Absent such evidence, the Burean
spparently discamted the significance of any contact
- between Ray and his family. As the Chicago case agent
told us, it is not unusual for a fugitive or a person
who has committed a given crime to be in touch with
farily members. While such contact may render the actions
of the famlly menber criminally lisble, it is not generally -
pursued absent some evidence of direct participation in the
crime. |
However, in light of the fact thatagooddéal
of mystery still surromds James Ray and the assassination,
particularly the means by which he financed his life style
i and txavels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor-
mation which was uncovered, the Bureau should have pursued
this line of the imestigation more thoroughly.
The comection of the Ray family to the crime against
Dr. King may have been nmexistent. This does not alter the
fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of
the largest memhimt in history had been aided in his fugitive
status by at least one family member. This and other facts

L

suggestive of family assistance became clear as the Buresu's
investigation progressed.
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irst, Schn and Jerry Ray had signilicant oontacts
with James while he was in Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Jefferson City, Missouri. Jerry Ray visited
James three or four times and had borrowed money from
James on at least one occasion during his confinement
(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17). John Ray visited or atterpted
to visit James Ray while at MSP on at least nine occasions.
The last visit took place cn April 22, 1967, the day before
Ray escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503). The Bureau also discovered
that while in prison at MSP James Ray had a fellow immate
serﬂaumeyorchrtoaﬁctiti;bs carpany {Albert J. Pepper
Staticnary Co.} in St. Louis, Missouri. The money was sent
to the address of Carol Pepper (sister and Mimss partner
of John Ray) where she resided with her husband Albert.
James Ray had told the inmate who sent the money that it was
a way of getting money out of the prison (HQ 44-38861-2614).
Second, James Earl Ray was seen by several pecple in
both the §t. Louis and Chicago areas during the period
immediately after his escape. In St. Louis (where John
Ray was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they
had seen James Ray on separate occasions. One stated that
he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas
City, 44-760-786). The other saw Ray entering a bank with
Jimmie Owens and spoke briefly with Ray as they entered
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(R 44-38861-3483). In the Chicago axea wheve Jexry Ray
was living, the Bureau discovered that James Ray had
purchased a car oo e 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Stb D
Ex. 85) and had worked in Wimmetka, Illinois. Ray's
enployers also told Buresu agents that James Ray had
received several calls fram a man ¢laiming to be Ray's
brother immediately prioxr to James' departure from his
jcb. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing
effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Swb G-37). Jerxy
Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the FBI that he
overheard Joln and Jerry mention that James had been in
Chicago during the sumer of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).

Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts
which pointed toward possible contact between James Ray
ad his brothers. Richard Gonzales who was a fellow

. student with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles

told Bureau agents that Ray had told him upon completion

of the course that he (Ray) was going to visit a brother

in Birmingham for two weske (HQ 44-38861-1233). The FBI
also interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein.

She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the
date when Ray left 1os Angeles) James Ray had been stating
that he was in need of fimds and was waiting for his brother
to send him some money.
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Fourth, through an informant the Bureau discovered
that Jerry Ray may not have been entirely candid with the
special agents during his several interviews. The infommant
disclosed to Bureau agents an June 7, 1968, that Jerry Ray
stated he had seen his brother (James) at least once at ‘a
pre-arrarged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his
escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the informant that
he had recognized the photograph of Eric Starw Galt as
being identical with his brother James prior to the time
the FBI had first contacted him in connection with the
assassination. He did not want to tell the FRI ewverything
be knew out of fear that James would be caught. (B0 44-38861=
4594.)

Correspondence recovered by the Bureau indicated
that Jerry may have heard from James in Canada in June of
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray was in Canada
éuring April and May of 1968 prior to his departure for
London on May 7, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-4595). It is also noted
that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mail

from James, while James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22
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Wheeling, Iliinois (Chi.cago 44-114 Sub G~26;.
Finally, in November, 1968 it became clear that

James Ray had been in touch with his brother Jerry. Illinois
motor wehicle records showed that on August 25, 1967 James
Ray (using the name of Joln L. Rayns) transferred his 1962
Plymouth to Jerry (HQ 44-38861-5413). This was during the
period when James Ray was making his way from Canada to
Bimmingham, Alabama. It has continued to be a mystery
as to why Ray went to Alabama, how he traveled there, and
where he cbtained the several thousand dollars he had when
he arrived.

| Thus, at least ¢gne family member, Jerry, had lied
to the FEI and had became subject to federal criminal charges
for aiding a fugitive. He was never confrunted with these
facts by the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerry
Ray, he confirmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and
had seen his brother James on several occasions.*/ Jerry
denied knowing anything about James' travels or his source
of funds (Interview of Jerry Ray, December 20, 1976, App. B).
Howvever, the task force found the credibility of Jerry's

*/ The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray
but an interview was refused in both instances.
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cenials to be suspect. In light of this low credidilizy
and critical passage of time which has allowed the stacute
of limitations to run, we concluded that the FBI abandoned
a significant opportunity to cbtain answers fram family
members concerning some of the important questions about
James Earl Ray which still remain.

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation

As this report reflects, there was a wealth of
information in the files developed by the FBI mmder
investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional
data. Only a small part of any of this information has
been made a matter of any official public record. Scme of
it was embodied in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl
Ray and Judicially acknowledged in open court by him (with
a stated reservation as to agreeing to the wording indicating
a lack of a conspiracy). Same emerged in Ray's post-corviction
efforts to get a new trial. A quantity of the "unofficial"
evidentiary data and a great deal of mis-information was
gleaned by the news media ard by professional writers. It
is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been
generated and, because of Justice Department rules against
disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone unancvered.

First, the task force has concluded that the investi-
gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture the muxderer of

~106-



T L L e .

S e Sy et st N 1L S Pt T i T S it

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was thoroughly, homestly
&d successfully condicted. We submdt that the mimte
details caopacted in this report amply support this con-
clusion.

At the very outset of the investigation telegrams
went to all field offices of the Bureau instructing the
Special Agents in Charge to take personal supervision of
the investigation, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and
noting that they would be held personally responsible.

(HQ 44-38861-153). The files we reviewed show that this
directive was conscientiously followed. The Bureau sought
first to identify and 1dcate the murrderer using the obvious
leads. They checked cut aliases, tracked the traces left
under the Galt alias, and used the known fingerprints from
the murder weapon and the contents of the blue zipper bag
left on South Mgin Street to eliminate suspects. This
backtracking ended in Atlanta. At this point the Bureau
initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against
the white male "wanted fugitive” print file. This produced
the almst “instant" discovery that the wanted man, Galt,
was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missouri State Prison.
In fact the "instant" discovery was a tedious hand search
started in a file of same 20,000 prints. That it took only
two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely shesr luck; it could have taken deys. We
accept the egplanation that the fingerprint search was a
rormal next resort after normal lead procedures were
exhausted. '

Second, the task force views the evidence pointing
ﬁotheguilt: of James Ear) Ray as the man who purchased
the mrrder gim and who fired the fatal shot to be conclusive.

It was possible for the task force to create a well
documented history of James Earl Ray fram the mowent of ‘
his escape to his capture in England, usiné the imvestigation -
reports in the FBI flles and to corroborate ard £ill in
essential details with Ray's own statements (admissions)
in his letters to author William Bradford Hule. From this
chranology, from the laboratory proof, and fram Ray's
judicial admissions it was concluded that he was the assassin,
and that he acted alone. We saw no credible evidence pro-
bative of the possibility that Ray and any co-conspirator
were together at the scene of the assassination. Ray's
assertions that someone else pulled the trigger are so
patently self-serving and 8o varied as to be wholly unbeliev-
able. They become, in fact, a part of the evidence of his
guilt by self-refutation,

Third, we found that conspiracy leads (aliunde Ray's
versions) had been conscientiously run down by the FBI even
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though they had no possible relacion to Ray's stories
or to the known facts, The results were negative.
We fourd no evidence of any cmplicitycﬁthepart

Al tha Momrdies Daldan Nemaviwane ae af sla FRY
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We acknowledge that proof of the negative, 1.e.,
proof that others were not imvolved, is here as elusive
and difficult as it has universally been in criminal law.
But the sum of all of the evidence of Ray's guilt points
to him so exclusively that it most effectively makes the
point that no one else was involved. Of course, someone
ecould conceivably have provided him with logistics, or
even paid him to commit the crime. However, we have
fomnd no coopetent evidence upon which to base such a
theory.

Fourth, it is txue that the task force wmearthed
scxe new data - data which answers some persistent questions
and which the FBL did not seek. But the Bureau concentrated
on the principal in the case and much was not considered
important to his discovery and apprehension. We find no
dishonesty in this. A lead suggesting that one or both
of Jemes Earl Ray's brothers were in contact with him after,
and in aid of, his escape in 1967 frum the Missourl State
Prison, and before the mrder of Dr. King, was not followed.
It was not unearthed until after Ray's capture in England
on June B, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made
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sterile by supervening events. By hindsight the‘ task
force believes Jerry and Joln Ray could have been
effectively interrogated firther to learn their knowledge,
if ey, of James Earl Ray's pl#ns, his finances and whether
they helped him after King's death.

Finally, the task force observed instances of FBI
headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Rights
Division and the Attorney General with timely reports o
the course of the mmrder investigation. For example,
early in the investigation in & reaction to a press report
of Attorney General Clark's expectation of making a progress
report to the nation, FBI Director Hoover wrote: 'We are
rot going to make any progress reports’ (HQ 44-38861-1061).

The Bureau files reflect a significant degree of
disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the Artorney
General and the operating Divisions of the Department. For
example, the Attorney General authorized the institution of
prosecutive action against the suspect "Galt' (Bixrmingham
44-1740-1005). But then, apparently without firther consul-
tation with the Attorney General or the Civil Rights
Division, the Bureau prepared and filed a criminal camplaint.
The Burean selected Birmingham as the verme in which to
file the camplaint in preference to Memphis because t:he
Bureau "could not rely on the U.S. Attoméy at Memphisg"



and *would lose control of the situation (HQ 44-38861-1555).
The Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attorney
General "that circumstances have required the action taken"
(H] 44-38861-1555).

We submit that in this sensitive case the Departmental
officials in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the extradition stage of the
case, marked discourtesy was exhibited to the Attorney
General and to Assistant Attormey General Fred Vinson. In
a telephone discussion with the Attormney General who
camlained of being "kept in the dark', an Assistant to
the Director accused the Attormey General of falsifications
and "lmng up the phone. Again, when Assistant Attorney
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the Legal Attache was ordered
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no
ciraumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our persormel
around'’ (H) 44-38861-4447) .

The task force views this lack of coordination and
cooperation as highly improper. The Attorney General and
the Division of the Department having prosecutorial
responsibility for an offense being imvestigated should be
kept fully abreast of developments. The responsible
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Divisien, moreover, should have sufficient control of the
Bureau's irmvestigations to insure that the legal-necessities
of pleading and proof are met.

In faimess to the Bureau it has to be cbserved
~ that it is the obligation of the Department to insist on
these perogatives. We do not think it effectively did so
in the King muorder case.

-112-



ITI. THE SeCURITY TNVESTIGATION

A. YBI Suxrveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King -

1. Initiation of Technical Sizvelllance and
Activities

. In order to reconstruct tﬁe actions taken by
menbers of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force
scrutinized the basis for the indtiation by the Bureau
of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the review
it was revealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Rosen, then
Assistant Director of the General Inmvestigative Division
(Division 6), advised Director Hoover in an informarion
memorandun, per his request on Dr. King and four other
individuals in commection with the '‘Freedom Riders,"
that "King has not been investigated by the FBI" (Mano
from Scattevday to Rosen, May 22, 1961, App. A, Ex. 7).

e

The merorandum contained few references on Dr. King. The
Director commented, with regard to the omission of a subject
matter irnvestigation on Dr. King: 'Why not?" The substance
of the report was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and
the FBI did not pursue the King matter at this time. Thus,

;
i

FBI persormel did not have nardld they assume a personal
interest in the activities of Dr. King through May, 1981.
Furthermore, in 1961, information in the Bureams files on
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Dr. King had only been gleaned fram sporadic reports,
and this particular report to the Director was provided
by Division 6 which had responsibility for civil rights
matters.

In the begiming of 1962, the FBI started and
rapidly continued to gravitate toward Dr. King. The
sequence of events has already been reported in some
detail by the Senate Select Cammlttee as well as in the
Robert Murphy Report which you received in March, 1976.

Tea ranl - ifa wmrvr rk
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ts review of pertinent documents con
firms tl_mese reports.

In essence, the Director commmicated to Attorney
General Kemmedy curing 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda
concerning the interest of the Comumist Party in the
civil rights movement, and, in particular, Dr. King's
relationship with two frequently consulted adviscers whom
the FRI had tabbed as members of the Coomumist Party. &s
a result of the deep interest in civil rights affairs by the
Attorney General and by the Kermedy Administration, these FBI
reports had the effect of alarming Robert Kermedy and affecting
his decisions on the national lewel.

The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly
culminated in the summer of 1963 when Attorney General
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Kennedy suggested consideration of technical surveillance
on King and the SCLC (HQ 100-106670-3631). Previously,
the bulk of FBI intelligence on Dr. King was secured by
technical surveillance of ne of his advisors and from
informants close to his associates.' However, when Attorney
General Kermedy was confronted shortly thereafter with the
Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered
his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165,
171). Attorney General Kemmedy as well as several other
Department officials were sincerely concerned with King's
association with alleged commist members since proposed
civil rights leglislation was then very wulnerable to the
attack that commnists were influencing the direction of the
civil rights movement. Yet, an affirmative program to
gather intelligence with King as the subject was still
oonsidered i11-advised. However, a significant tum of
events within the circles of the FBI hierarchy would soon
reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his
knowledge the FBI would also launch an illegal counter-
intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize
the civil rights leader.

Director Hoover's demeanor toward Dr. King has been
well publicized and is summrized below. Certainly, as
the task force determined, this played a vital role in



FBI affairs, as did tne Director's artitude toward the
Coommist Party. On August 23, 1963, then Assistant

I}l“..ech_- i l-‘u.n Mrwrmotd s Trralldvaman Tl n"m THI14 om

Domestic Intelligence Division, Willism
C. Sullivan, pursuant to the Director's request, presented

2 seventy-page analysis of exploitation and i{nfluence by

the Coommnist Party on the American Negro population since
1919 (HQ 100-3-116-253X). This report and Mr. Sullivan's
synopsis shoved a failure of the Conmmist Party in achieving
any significant inrcads into the Negro population and the .
civil rights movement. Director Hoover responded:

“his memo reminds me vividly
of those I received when Castro

h-‘k U o T T PASTE. |

over Cuba. You oontendad

then that Castro and his cohorts

were ot Commnists and not

influenced by Commmists.. Time

aloe proved you wrong. 1 for

one can't lgnore the meros

as having only an infinitesimal

effect on the efforts to expleit the
American Negro by Cormmists” (HQ 100-

- 1% Fs Nnc

3-116-253X) .
The Director's cament had a resounding effect
cn Mr. Sullivan., Seven days later, he replied:

"“"The Director is correct. We
were capletely wrong about
believing the evidence was not
sufficient to determine scme
years ago that Fidel Castro was
not a commmist or under cammmnist
influence. In investigating and
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writing about coommism and the
American Negro, we had better
remenber this and profit by the
lesson it should teach us.” (Memo
fran Sullivan to Belmont, August
30, 1963, App. A, Ex. 8).

Even more importantly, Mr. Sullivan also said
in response to the action that he now believed was

necessitated in determining commmist influence in the
civil rights movement:

"Therefore, it may be wmealistic

to limit ourselves as we have been
doing to legalistic proof or definite-
ly conclusive evidence that woxild
stand wp In testimony in court or
before Congressional committees that
the Camamist Party, USA, does wield
substantial influence over

Negroes
which one day could became decisive."
(1dem.)

The FBI hierarchy had no written comments on this memo-

randum either supporting or negating the Assistant Director's

proposed line of action.

Then, in September, 1963, Mr. Sullivan recammended
"increased coverage of commist influence on the Negro
(Memo from Baumgardner to Sullivan, September 16, 1963,
App. A, BEx. 9). The Director refused and commented:

"No I can't understand how you
can 80 agllely switch your think-
ing and evaiuation. Just a few
weeks ago you contended that the
Cammist influence in the racial

movenent was ineffective and infin-
itesimal. This - notwithstanding
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oany mezos of specific instances

of infiltration, Now you want

to load the field dowm with more
coverage in spite of your recent
mery depreciating (P Influerce

in racial movement. I don't intend
to waste time and money until you
can meke up your minds what the
situation really is" (idem.)

fn [P P G I y B o, B [ P

In commenting on & cover memo to the above Sullivan
request, Director Hoover also stated, ''I have certainly
been misled by previous mamos which clearly showed
comnmist penetration of the racial moverent. The
attached 1s contradictory of all that. We are wasting
menpower and money investigating CP effect in racial
movement if the attached is correct” (Memo for the Director
fran Tolson, Septenber 18, 1963, App. A, Ex. 10).

By now the Damestic Inte]ligem;:e Division was
feeling the full weight of the Director's dissatisfaction
with their work product: Mr. Sullivan again replied on
Septamnber 25, 1963, in a huble marmer that Division 5
had failed in its Interpretation of cammnist infiltration
in the Negro wovement (Mero from Sullivan to Belmont,
September 25, 1963, App. A, Ex. 11). The Assistant Director
asked the Director's forgiveness and requested the oppox-
tunity to approach this grave matter in the light of the
Director's interpretation. Director Hoover sanctioned

this regquest but again reprimanded Mr. Suliivan for stating
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that coommist infiltration "has not reached the point
of control or dominatim.” The Director curtly commented
that ""Certainly this i{s not true with respect to the
King comection' (idem). One could now foresee that
Dr. King would be closely watched by FBI persormel.
In October, 1963, the Director forwarded a request

to the Attarmey General for technical surveillance of
Dr. King's residence and the SOC office in New York City.
This time the FBI received suthorization for tecdmical
surveillance and it was instituted almost immediately.
In addition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis on
coammmnist involvement in the Negro moverent (Camamisa
and the Negro Movement, October 16, 196_3. App. A, Ex. 12),
A cover mamorandum of this analysis written by Assistant
to the Director A.H. Belmont to Assoclate Director Clyde
A. Tolson reads:

"The attached analysis of Comunism

and the Negro Movement is highly

explosive. It can be regarded as a

personal attack on Martin Luther

King. There is no doubt it will

have a heavy impact on the Attormey

General and anyane else to whom we

disseminate it ... This memorancum
may startle the Attormey General,

particularly in view of his past
assoclation with King, and the fact
that we are disseminating this out-
gide the Department'' (Memo from

Belmont to Tolson, October 17, 1963

App. A, Ex. 13).
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To the latter part. the Director wrote, ''We must do o
duty.” Mr. Belmont further gaid:

"Nevertheless, the memoranthu 1is a

e romnce In the Regro movement. —-."
The Director issued his feeling to this position and
added, "I am glad that you recognize at last that there

exists such influence."



2. Predicate for the Security Investigation

The security investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
was predicated on the belief that they were under the
influence of the Communist Party, United States of America
(CPUSA). The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied
upon one particular advisor who was tabbed by the FBI as a
ranking Commmist Party member (HQ 100-392452-133).

This characterization of the advisor was provided by
soauarces the Bureau considered ;eliable. The task force was
privy to this characterization through both our file review
and our September 2, 1976, conference with representatives
of the Breau's Intelligence Divigion. For security
purposes the sources were mot fully identified to the
task force. Therefore, the veracity of the sources and the
characterization are rélmining questions.

The advisor's relationship te King and the SCIC
is amply evidenced in the files and the task force
concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files
are replete with instances of his counseling King and

his organization on matters pertaining to organizatieon,
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finance, political strategy and speech writing Some
exaples follow:

The advisor organized, in King's name, a fimd
ralsing soclety (HQ 100-106670-47, 48). This organization
and the SCIC were in large measure financed by concerts
arranged by this person (HQ 100-106670-30). He also
lent counsel to King and the SCIC on the tax consequences
of charitable gifts.

On political strategy, he suggested King meke a
public statement calling for the appointment of a black
to the Supreme Cowrt (HQ-100-106670-32, 33). This person
advised against accepting a movie offer from a movie
director and against approaching Attorney General Kermedy
on behalf of a labor leader (HQ 100-106670-24). In each
instance his advice was accepted.

King's speech before the AFL-CIO National Comvention
in December, 1961 was written by this advisor (HQ 100-392452-
131). He also prepared King's May 1962 speech before the
United Packing House Workers Convention (HQ 100-106670-119).
In 1965 he prepared responses to press questions directed
to Dr. King fram a los Angeles radio station regarding
the Los Angeles racial riots and from the 'New York Times"
regarding the Vietnam War.
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The relationship between King and his advisor,
as indicated, is clear to the task force. What is mot
clear {s whether this relationship cught to have been
considered either a possible national security threat or
CPUSA directed. We conclude that justification may have
existed for the opening of King's security investigation
bt its protracted contimuation was urmwarranted.

Ouxr conclusion that the investigation's opening
may have been justified is primarily based on memoranda,
sumarized below, written during the first six months of
1962. It is pointed our that in Octcber, 1962 the Bureau
ordered the COMINFIL SCIC investigation (Q 100-438794-9).

In January the Director wrote the Artorney General
and told him that one of K:th's advisors was a commmist.
At this time he also pointed out that the advisor wrote
King's December, 1961 AFL-CIO speech and assisted King n
SCLC matters (HQ 100-392452-131).

In March the Attorney General was advised that a
March 3, 1962 issue of "The Nation' magazine carried an
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article critical of the administration’s handling of
civil rights. The article was ostensibly written by
Martin Lather King but in fact the true author was

another advisor characterized by the FBI as a ranking
wember of the Commmist Party (HQ 100-106670-30, 31).

In May the Attorney Gemeral leamed that the CPUSA
considered King and the SCILC its most important work because
the Kemmedy Administration was politically dependent upmn
King (1Q 100-106670-58).

Lastly, in June, 1962 the Attormey General became
aware that King's alleged Commmist advisor had recommended
the second ranking Commmist to be one of King's principal
assistants () 100-106670-79, 80). Lster King accepted
the recamendation.

The conclusion that the investigation's continuance
was urnarranted is based on the following task force finding:

The Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that
Dr. King was ever a comnmist or affiliated with the CPUSA.
This was so stated to us by representatives of the Bureau's
Intelligence Division during our September 2, 1976 conference.
This admission is supported by our perusal of files, which
included informants' memoranda and physical, microphone and
telephone surveillance memoranda, in which we found no such
indication concerning Dr King.
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The Bureau provided us with no documentation -
that the SCLC wder Dr. King was anything other than a
legitimate organization devoted to the civil rights move-
ment. |

The Bureau files that we examined lacked any infor-
mation that the alleged Comunists' advice was dictated by
the CPUSA or inimical to the interests of the United States.
Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learmed through reliable
sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself
fram the CPUSA. His reason was the CPUSA was not suffi-
clently invwolving itself in race relations and the civil
rights movement (HQ 100-392452-195).

3. King-Hoover Dispute

The flames of Director Hoover's antipathy for
Dr. King were farmed into open hostility in late 1962 when
Dr. King criticized the Bureau's performance during an
investigation of a racial distulrbance in Albany, Georgia.
Efforts to interview King by the Bureau were not successful
(Q 157-6-2-965) and the matter lay dormant for a time.

The controversy was publicly rekindled in early 196_4
when the Director testified before a House appropriations
subcommittee that he believed coomunist influence existed




in the Negro povement. King coumtered by accusing the'
Directar of shetting racists and right wingers (R 100-3
116-1251). During November of 1964, the Director told

a group of Washington women reporters that King was “the
most motorious liar in the country.” A week later, Director
Hoover referred to “sexual degenerates In pressure groups”
in a speech at Loyola Universicy (HQ 162-7827-16).

Dr. King end his immediare staff requested a meeting
with Director Hoover to clear up the misunderstanding. The
meeting was held on December 1, 1064. Hoover claimed that
*he had taken the ball away from King at the begimning,”
explaining the Bureau's function and doing most of the
talidng. On the other hand, King apologized for remarks
attributed to him and praised the work of the Bureau. Thus,
an wneasy truce was momentarily reached. (HQ 100-106670-563,
607.)

However, the controversy flared again when a letter
was circulated by the Southern Christim Educational Fund
(SCEF) which referred to the critictsm of Dr. King by the
Director and urged the recipients of the letter to write
or wire the President to remove Hoover from office. In a
meno from Sullivan to Belmnt on December 14, 1964, Sullivan
stated: |

-
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"In yies of this sicaation, realiem
rwakes it mandatory that we tzke

prudent step that we can take to emerge
completely victoricusly in this conflict,
We should not take any ineffective or
half~vay measures, nor blind ourselves-
_to the realities of the situation.”

(HQ 100-106670-627.)

We believe the persistent controversy between Dr.
King and Director Hoover was a major factor in the Bureau's
dete::mination to discredit Dr. King and ultimately destroy
his leadership role in the civil rights movement,

4. Tectmical Surveillance

Oux revies of FBI files and interviews with Bureau
persormel substantially comfirms with a few additions the
findings which have al:ceédy been reported by Mr. Murphy
and the Senate Select Committee on Intell.jigence with respect
to the electronic murveillance of Dr. -Ki.ng and his associates.

We formd that some microphone suxrveillances were
installed in New York City against Dr. King and his associates
vhich have oot thus far been reported. These Installations
were as follows: |

I L L N

Americana Hotel (HQ 100-106670-2224, 4048)
4/2-3/65 ( gymbol)

6/3-3/65 ( 1)

1/21-24/66 (no synbol)

Sheraton Atlantic (N 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-8)
12/10-11/65 (symbol)

Neww York Hilton (NY 100-136585 Sub Files 11-12)
10/25-27/65 (symbol)
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All of these installations with the exception of
the placement at the Americana Hotel in Jammary; 1966
appear to have been unproductive either because Dr. King
did not reside at the hotel as plarmed or the recordings
made did not pick wp any significant information.

The installation by the New York Field Office at
the Americana Yotel on Jamuary 21, to 24, 1966, caused
some consternation within the FBI hierarchy and is
i1lustrative of how the Bureau apparatus could, on rare
occasion, contirme to fimetidn even contrary to the wishes
of the Director. The installation was made at the Americana
on January 21, 1966, pursuant to the request of SAC Rooney
in Nav York. Assistant Director William Sullivan suthorized
the coverage. Bureau files indicate that Associate
Director Clvde Tolson, upon being informed of the coverage,
wrote back on the same day In & rather pertixbed fashion to
have the microphone removed "at once."  Tolson advised the
Director that 'no one here”" approved the coverage and that
he had again instructed Sullivan to have no microphone
instaliations without the Director’s approval. Hoover
confirmed Tolson's directive. (HQ 100-106670-2224X).

No synbolmxﬂ:erwés ever attached to this coverage
as was the standard practice. This was apparently due to
the strong disapproval voiced by Headquarters. Yet, df_-s'pz;e
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Hoover's orders, the coverage was maintained ad a good
deal of intelligence on King's personal activities was
obtained and transcribed. These activities are reflected
in a six page memorandum. (HQ 100-106670-5048.)

Irrespective of the level of Bureau approval
which was required for electronic surveillance installa-
tions during the King years, our review reinforced the
conclusions of the S@ate Select Committee that the purposes
behind this intelligence gathering became twisted. Several
instances of Burezu correspondence are instructive. Section
Chief Baumgardner in recommending coverage of King in
Horolulu wrged an exposire of King's "moral weakness™
80 that he could be "for the security of the nation, com-
pletely discredited” (HQ 100-106670 June File, Memp Baumgardner
to Sullivan, Jarmary 28_._ 1864). In a similar memo from
Sullivan to Belmont recommending coverage in Milwaukee at
the Schroeder Hotel, the expressed purpose uwas to gather
information on "entertaimment” in which King might be engaging
similar to that '\mcovered at the Willard Hotel” (HQ 100-
106670 June File, Memo Sullivan to Belmont, Jarwary 17, 1964).

Director Hoover, upon being informed of the results
of the surveillance, ordered that they all be immediately
transcribed despite Deloach's recommendation that the tran-
scribing be done later (HQ 100-106670-1024). As each of the



file reviews has shown, portions of summaries of the
transcripts were widély disseminated among govem:mtal
officials. These disseminations included & rather
cooprehensive six volume transmittal by the Bureau in
June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the
President through Speclal Counsel larry Temple for all
information concerning Dr. King, including the instructions
and approval of former Attorney General Kermedy regarding
the electronic surveillance of King (Memo R. W. Smith to
"William Sullivan, June 2, 1968, referring to memn Deloach
to Tolson, May 24, 1968, setting forth the President's
gequest). Included with the transcripts were several
sumaries, previously disseminated, and several tundred
pages of Bureau cammications to the White House fram
1962 to 1968 regarding King and his associates. The
puxrpose of the White House request was not stated, but it
was the most complete accumlation of transmitted informa-
tion on the electronic surveillance of King which we
encountered diring our review of Bureau files. The task
force noted the timing of the alleged White House request
and subsequent transmittal particularly in light of



Director Hoover's commmnication to the White House on -
March 26, 1968 (included in the transmittal) which
advised that Robert Kermedy had attempted to contact
Dr. King before armncim his candidacy for the
Presidency (HQ 100-106670-3262).

The task force reviewed selected portions of all
of the transcripts in the King file as well as selected
portions of several tapes from which the transcripts
were obtained. An inventory of the tapes reviewed is
set forth below:

1) Washington, D.C., 1/5-6/64 (Willard Hotel,
15 reels) - Reel Nos, 1-6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 14

2) Atlanta Tape (symbol) (one reel)
3) Cooposite '}'ape__lZ_/}S!Sl& L -

(edited versiom of 15 zeels) o
Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to the
begiming, middle, and end of each tape and compared it to
the corresponding transcript. They were basically accurate
transcriptions in the sense that what was in the transcripts
was also on the tapes. However, some material on the tapes
was not put on the txanscripts apparently because either
that portion of the recording was garbled or unclear or

it was considered wmirportant.
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Ouxr revies of the composite tape, the Atlante
tape and the agents handwritten notes mclude;:! in the
box with the recordings from the Willard Hotel gave an
additional indication of where the Bureau's interest _
lay with respect to Dr. King. The camposite tape contained
"highlights' of the fifteen reels of tape from the Willard
Hotel and appeared to consist of little more than episodes
of private conversations and acrivities which the Burean
chose to extract from the original recordings. The
Atlanta tape was obtained from the telephone tap on the
King residence and consisted of several of Dr. King's
oonversations., These included conversations of Dr. King
th his wife regarding his personal life and had nothing

5
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to do with his political or civil rights activities. The
handwritten notes fram the original Willerd tapes contained
notations as to what point in the tape a particular persqnal
activity or conversation tock place.

5. COINTELPRO Type and Other Tllegal Activities

The task force has documented en extensive program
within the FBI dring the years 1964 to 1968 to discredic
Dr. King. Pursuant to a Bureau meeting on December 23, 1963
to plan a King strategy and the Sullivan proposal in Jarmary,
1964 to prawté a new black leader, the FBI accelerated its



program of disseminating derogatory informtic-n. which
was heavily fraught with the Bureau's own characteriza-
tions of King, to various ind{viduals and organizations
who were in critical positions vis-a-vis the civil rights
leader. Our review has essentially confirmed those already
performed by the Civil Rights Division and the Senate Select
Comittee and we, therefore, do not dwell on those areas
vhich they have already covered. We did find, however,
additional proposed activities against Dr. King, some of
vhich were approved by the Director. They are instructive
ot only in revealing the extent to which the Bureau was
willing to carry its efforts but also in showing the
atmosphere among some of the rank and file which this
program against King created.

In Novembexr, 1964, the Bureau discovered that
Dr. King was desirous of meeting with high British officials
while in England during King's plamed trip to Exxrope.
Section Chief Baumgardner recommended a briefing for the
purpose of informing British officials concerning King's
purported commmist affiliations and private life
() 100-106670-522, 523). Within three days the briefings
had been campleted (HQ 100-106670-525, 534, 535).
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One particular dissenq’.nation, the contents of which
was not revealed in the files, was apparently initiated
and carried out personally by the Director. On Jarwary 22,
1965, the SAC in Atlanta advised Mr. Sullivan that,
pursuant to their electronic surveillance, the Bureau
learned that King had phoned Ralph Aberrathy and eamplained
that Hoover had had a meeting with a particular Atlanta
official while in Washington attending the Inaugiration.
According to King, when this official returned to
Arlgnta he contacted Dr. King senior and passed on a
"good deal” of information. According to Sullivan's
memo to Belmont, Dr. King, Jr. was very upset (HQ 100-
106670-768). The files did not reveal any formal proposal
for this briefing but Section Chief Baumgardner later speculated
that the Atlanta official was Chief of Police Jenkins
since the Director had met with him on Jarmsary 18, 1965
(HQ 100-106670-780). The files do mot indicate whether
the Director suggested that the information be passed on
to Dr. King's father. |



In comnection with the post-assassination
efforts to declare a national holiday in memory of
Dr. King the Senate Select Committee has outlined
in its report the attempts by the Bureau to prevent
such a declaration by briefing various members of
Congress en King's background () 100-106670-3586).
We discovered that the Bureau also sent a monograph
on King to the President and the Attorney General
in 1969 for this same purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559).

The Bureau's efforts to discredit Dr. King's
movement also included attempts to dmhge the
reputation of King's family and friends. The Bureau
looked very closely at Coretta King although a
security investigation was never opened. This
included scrutinizing her travels in an attempt
to uncover possible facts embarrassing to her.
These attempts also included a plan, proposed



by Assiseant to the Director Deloach and spproved

by Hoover to leak informatfon to the press that Coretta
King and Ralph Abernathy were deliberately plotting to

keep the assassination in the news by claiming a campiracy:
existed in order to keep monetary contributions flowing
for their benefit (HQ 44-38861-5654).

Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young also became Bureau
targets. Shortly after the assassination the field was
instructed to report any information on possible "immoral
activities” of King's two associates (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, April 29, 1968). Presumably
there were COINTELFRO £ype purposes behind this request.

The Atlanta Fleld Office in atterpting to demonstrate
the initiative and imagination demanded by Headquarters
proposed additional measures against Ralph Abernathy. The
Bureau learned that after Dr. King's death, Rev. Abernathy
may have voiced same eoncern over possible assassination
attempts on his owm 1life. The Atlanta office proposed that
the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (instead of
only infomﬁng the police) of all threats against him in
order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, March 28, 1969). This activity

was not approved by Was.
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Bureau files indicate that the FEI may have also
attempted to help the executive branch in its efforts
to deal with Abernathy after King's death. In a memo
to Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover related
a telephone conversation with former Vice President
Agnew in which Mr. Agnew expressed concern over the
"inflammatory” statements which Abernathy had made.
The Vice President was seeking information fram Hoover
vhich could be useful in destroying the credibility of
Rev. Abernathy. Hoover agreed to the request (HQ 100-
106670-Unrecorded serial, Hoover to Tolsom, May 18, 1970).
We did not find what information, if any, wes forwarded
to the Vice President.

Finally, we discovered that a series of illegal
surreptitious entyies was conducted by the FBI. Some
of these entries had as one purpose, among others, the
obtaining of information about Dr. King. The FBI in
the review of its indices was unable to locate records
of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or the SCLC.
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The agents began to retrieve information about
Dr. King during these entries through the use of photo-
graphs, In one instance a supervisor in the appropriate
field office requested authority to conduct an entry

for the exprasg purpose of o nine informatiom ahout

— I —p -——-— --vﬁ-uﬁnv-w-- - —

Dr. King. The proposed entry was approved at Head-
quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Inspector
and was later conducted.

n four subseqmmt£ occasions the Bureau again
conducted entries and cbtained information concerning
Ring and the SCLC. mammmhoccasimaspecinmtaf
King's handwriting was obtained. The purpose of
gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed.

AL CALE WA Lol ¥ ﬂh Ve Ll WA \.u:;.‘:n; ikl s

requ:[.red,t}m approval of such field requests by
Director Hoover or Assoclate Director Tolson (Memo
Director, FBI, to Attorney General, September 23, 1975).
We assume that such approval was granted. Handwritten



rotations on the field office memos indicate that
the Bureau was advised of the entxies in each case.

We also raise the issue of these illegal entries
because aside from being violative of Fourth Amendment
rights the entries ran the risk of invading a privileged
relationship.

We note in passing that the ¥BI continued to
employ an informant in the SCIC despite the fact that
the informant conceded to-agents that the informant had
embezzled some SCIC fimds. The Bureau voiced strung
disapproval of these activities. Yet, no legal or
disciplinary action was ever taken with respect to
the informant (HQ 134-11126-56, 57).

B. Critical Evaluation of the Security Investigation

In the area of domestic intelligence the mandate
of the FBI has been both broadly and vaeguely defined.
It is stated in the Code of Federal Regulations as follows:



(The FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential
directive of Septenber 6, 1929, as reaffirmed
by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943,
July 24, 1950 and December 15, 1953, designating
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to take
charge of investigative wark in matters relating
to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities,
and related matters (28 CFR 0.85 {(d}).

Given this charter and the history of the sometimes

overpowering influence of the views of the late Director
J. Edgar Hoover on his subordinates and on succesive
Attorneys General, it was understandable that a security
investigation should be initiated into the possible
influence of the Commmist Party, U.S.A., on Dr, Martin
Luther King, Jr. Two of Ring's close advisc;s, at the
cutset of the security nétter, were reported to be
Cormmnist Party members by sources relied wpon by the
Bureau. "

The security investigation continued for almost
six years until Dr. King's death. It verified, in our
view, that one gllaged Cammmist was a very influential
advisor to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) an the strategy and tactics of
King's leadership of the black civil rights movement of
the early and mid-sixties. Another had no such weight
although he seemed to be of use to King. But this
very lengthy investigative concentration on King and an
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the principal advisor established, in our opinion,

that he did not '""sell"” Dr. King any course of coriduct

or of advocacy which can be identified as commmist or
"Party line". King, himself never varied publicly or
privately from his commitment to non-violence and did

not advocate the overthrow of the goverrment of the
United States by violence or subversion. To the contrary,
he advocated an end to the discrimination and disenfran-
chisement of minority groups which the Constitution and
the courts denounced in terms as strong as his. We

concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domestic security.

And the Bureau's continued intense sirveillance
and i{rvestigation of the advisor clearly developed that
he had disassociated himself from the Commmist Party
in 1963 because he felt it failed adequately to serve
the civil rights movement. Thus the linch-pin of the
security investigation of Dr. King had pulled himself
out. ,

We think the security investigation which included
both physical and technical sixveillance, should have been

- mamm Trmmead Tw 1OL£7
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That it was intensified and augrented by a COINTELFRO type
campaign against Dr. King was urwarranted; the OOINTELPRO

type campaign, moreover, was ultra vires and very probably
in viclation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), i.e. felonious.
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The contimuing security Imvestigation reflests also
that the Attorney General and the Division charged with
responsibility for internal security matters failed badly
in what should have been firm supervision of the FBI's

internal security activities.

-142-



IV. RECOMENDATIONS

A. As To The Mxder Investigation

The task force does not fault the teclmical
competence of the hwestigatim conducted into the
death of Dr. King. We found no new evidence which
calls for action by State or Federal Authorities.
Our concern has developed over aduinistrative
concomitants of the crime detection tactics.

1. The progress of such sensitive cases
as the King mmrder investigation and the development
of legally sufficient evidence to sustain prosecution
are properly the ultimate responsibility of the Division
of the Department having supervision of the kind of
criminal prosecution involved. The Division head should
delineate what progress yeports he wishes. The Bureau
should not be permitted to manipulate its submission of
reports to serve its purposes, such as the protection
of its public relation efforts, or the prevention of the
responsible Division of the Department from causing the
Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry which the Bureau does
not approve. The Attorney General and his Assistants are
the officers most accoumtable to the electorate and they,

rot the police ggency, wmust maintain effective mupervision.
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2. As a corollary of our espousal of tighter
- Department suthority over the FBI, we recommend that the
Bureau's public relations activities and press rl;htims
be controlled by the Attorney General's Office of Public
Information. Clear directives to prevent the development
of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors
and officlals should be drawn. Bureau press releases should
be cleared through the Office of Public Informatiom.

3. The task force recommends that in sensitive
cases no criminal action be instituted by the Bureau without
the closest coordination and consultation with the supervising
Division of the Department. This supervision by the Depart-
ment should be as tight as the control and consultation the
Bureau had with its Field Offices as exhibited in our review
of the assassination imestigatim.

4. It was observed that almost no blacks were in
the FBI special agent's corps in the 1960's and nome in
the Buresu's hierarchy. This undoubtedly had the effect
of limiting not only the outlook and understanding of the
problems of race relations, but also must have hindered the
ability of investigators to cammmicate fully with blacks
dring the mxder investigation. By way of illustration
had there been black agents in the Memphis Field Office
participating fully in the investigation of Dr. King's
mrder, it is unlikely that the interviews with



at least three black wmerbers of the Merphis Police and Fire
Departinent would have been overlooked. It is also wery
probable that black citizen "lead” input would have been
greatex.

B. As To The Security Imvestigation

The task force was charged to address itself
particularly to the question of whether the nature of the
relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King called for
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long since run we camot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau persomel, past or present, responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S5.C.
3282). No evidence of & contimuing conspiracy was found.
‘ 2. The responsibility for initiating and prolanging
the security investigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenamts, some of whom
are also deceased and the remsinder of whvm are retired.
They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few
Bureau persomnel who had anything to do with the King securicy
investigation and who are still in active service, did not
make command decisions and merely followed ordexs. We do not
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think they are the proper subjects of any disciplinary
action. Some of the activities conducted, such ls.the
technical electronic surveillance, had the approval of
the then Attomey General. The Courts had not adequately
dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch
to initiate suwh sixrveillance in the interest of 'national
secaxity’. We do not think the “leg men” in the Bureau
should be held to an undefined standard of behavior, much

less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer

of the govmmt

The Bureau’s COINTELPRO type activities, the 1llisit
dissemination of raw investigative data to discredit
Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black-
mail him, were not fully known to the Department, but were
none-the-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover,
Assistant to the Director Delvach, Assistant Director
Sullivan and the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director
Hoover's overpowering and intimidating domination of the
Bureau, they had no choice but to implement the Bureau's
directions. Punitive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this
very late date.

b | i~ Boemrmes P m L2719 ol de - . i med
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tapes and frmscripts concerning King and many others.
These may be sought by King's heirs and rgp:gsmtativgﬁ.
Worse still, they may be sought by mexbers of the public
at large under the Freedom of Information Act. We
recamend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and
sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be
asked to pass legislation denying any access to them
whatever and mthoriz:‘.ng‘ and directing their total
destruction along with the destruction of material in
reports and menoranda derived from them.

4. The potential for abuse by the individual
ocoupying the office of Director of the FBI has been
aply deonstrated by our irvestigation. We think it is
a responsibility of the Department in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI (and the othexr police agenries of the govern-
ment). We endorse the establistment by the Attormney
General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on
Decarber 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental
policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an .lpirro-
priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the
perfomance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-
fessional Pesponsiﬁility and the Senate Select Camittee
should be expressly designated in their respective
enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place to
which Bureau subordinates may complain, econfidentially
and with iopunity, of orders which they believe to
threaren a violation of the civil rights and liberties
of citizens and inhabitants of the United States.

5. It seems to us that the unauthorized malicious
dissemination of investigative data fram FBI files should
be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC
552a(1) (1)). A felomy penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it should be noted here that it
should be made clear that it is fmproper (but rot criminal)
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for the Bureau to by-pass the Attorney General and deal
directly with the White House.

6. The task force recamends that the FBI have no
authority to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which
involve af ative pondtive action €follo Star
Chanber decisions with respect to citizens ar inhabitants

© {See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-
lines vhich the present Attarney General has established
to govern the FRI'g domestic security investigations
effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines
moregver, appear to us to permit only strictly legal
investigative techniques to be !a:rployed in £ull scale
dmestic security investigations. This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises our report and recammenda-
tions. It is respectfully submitted. )

/;

January 11, 1877
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Form 388
THZ CiTY COF MEMPXIS HCSP|TALS

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL

Autoosy No. £5%=252 _Service Mo, Tx, _ Fospuel No.~
Name Martin Luther Rine, Jr, Age 3% Race U27¥fgey 'ala
. .y Unlnown=Approxl ?t:l}
Date of Admission POA Date and Hour of Death 4=%-4% PV
Date and Hour of Autoosy 4-4-65 10245 D3,
Pathologist Tz, fnrurt and Francl=ro _Assistant
_Checked by Date Completed  4-11-68

FIXAL PATEOLOGICAL DIAGNOS

PRIMAKY SRIES:

I, Distant gunshot wound to bedy and face
A, Fracturc of right nandible
B, Laceration of vertébral artery, jugular veln and subclsvian
artery, right
C. PFraciurs of splne (T-1, C-7)
D. Lacecratiorn of spinal cerd (lover cervical, upper thoracic )
E, Subnucesal henorrhuye, larynx

F, Intrapulnonary henmatone, apsx rizht upper lobe

SECONDARY SERIES: .-

1, Remote scars as described

2. Pleural adhesions

3. Fatty chanze liver, noderate
4. Arteriosclcrosis, nodcrate
_. ”enous ruf-dnw‘n!

6. Tracheostony
LABORATORY FIKDIMGS:
Blood Alcohol =~ 0,01%
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74
74

4

60

19
17

74

74
21

21

2

Same ¥nan Expenditures:

J;- e E.’C{.. ?\t‘a

doril 23, 1967 - e 8, 19¢8

Serial

5246

5448
5413

S437X

4692

2152

2068

5402

2192

5400
2324
628

2324
2324
2324

Item . Amount
== SRR

Rent for cne week at 2731 $13.61
N. Sheffield; Chicago

1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200,00
1962 Plymouth; East St, $209.50
Louis

Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28
Canada

Rent far Apt. at Harkey, $150.00
Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street,
Mxtreal at $75/70; Montreal

Suit at English Scotch $75.06
Boolen Compary; Mentreal

Book ordered from Futura $9.00
Books in Inglewood, Calif.;
Montreal

Correspondence course at $17.50
Locksnithing Institute in
New Jersey; Montreal

Grey Rocks Imn from 7/30 $195.15
to 6/5; Canada

Formila for making glass $1.00
hace by moncy order o

E.Z. Formla; Montreal

Granada Hotel; Bimmingham $4.50

Foou and board for one week 522,50

1966 White Ford Mustang:  $1,995.09

Birminghan
Roam and board; Birminghxn $22.50
foam and board; Birmingham $22.50

o
[

3 = i § s, el
Dance lessens; Bizninghss $15.

..15&

Date
4/20/67

&/ 5/67
7/14/67

7/17/67

1/19/67 .

1/21/67

/24767
7/28/67

8/5/67

8/9/67

8/26/6
8/26/67
B/30/6G7

8/2/617
$/9/67

arfInsr
EO ]



55
75
75
75

63

o
W

2118
1422

5496

5496

5496

5150

5150

4143

4143

4143

4143
4203

Item

Reom and board; Birmingham
Roan and board; Bimingham

Camera scuipment, ste.rio'r $337.24

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham
Ream only; Birmingham

.38 Caliber, Liberty
Chief Revolver

Hotel San Francisco -
10/10; Acapulco

Pancho villa - 10/15;
Guadalajara

Pancho Villa - 10/18;
Guadalajaxa’

Hotel Rio at $4.80/day-
10/19-11/6; Puerto
vallarta

YL e BTN s

£115a Arellarno o et

apt.; Puerto Vallarta
Hotel Tropicana at $7.20
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
vVallarta

Rent at 1535 N. Serrano;

Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; Los Angeles

Appointment with Dr. Mark

_ Freaman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr, Mark
¥Freeman

Appointrent with Dr, Mark
phit

Dance lessons at National
Dance Studio; Los Angeles
Appointrrant witch Freeman

Dance lessons
=187~

$17.50
$65. 00

$6.00
$3.20

$3.20

$91.20

$48.00

$43.20

$127.50

$10.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
$29.00

$25.00
$29.00

Lase
9/16/87
9723787
9/28/67

r
$/20/67
10/1/67

10/11/67
10/16/67

10/19/867

11/6/67

11/15/67

13/20/67
21/27/67

11/30/67
12/4/67
12/5/61

12/6/€7
12/7/67
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arial

4143
4143

7145
2325

4143
5399

745
2325
2325

2325

2325

2325

1500
2325
1500

668
1500

232%
2325
1428
1033

| ot ]

Appointment with Freeman
Dance lessons

Dance lessons
Appointment with Freeman
Provincial Motel - 12/17-
12/19; New Orleans

Dance lessons

Locksmithing Institute;
Los Angeles

Intematicnal School of
Bartending; 1os Angeles

Intemational School of

- Bartending; Los Angeles

Rent at St. Francis Rotel;
Los Angeles

Free Press of Los A..ngeles
Tocksmithing Institute

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward-

ing sexrvice

Rent at St, Francis Hotel
Futura Books

Tiffany Enterprises
Locksmithing Institute
Locksmith Ledyer
Lockemithing Institute

RocmAveck at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta

Pty mlod

it

$25.00 -

$29.00

$10C. 00

$25.00

- $24.00

$364.00
$15-00

$20.00
$105.00
$85.00

$4.25
$7.50
$3.00

$85,00
$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
"$5.25
$15.00

$10.00

ottt ]

12/11/67
12/22/67

12/14/6
12/14/67
12/19/6

12/21/6
1/8/¢8

1/19/6t
1/20/t
1/21/1

1/29/1
Vv
2/1/6

2/21/
'2/26/
2726/
2/26,
2/26,
3/8/)

3/24,
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1033
630

327

46
4454

4454

Iten
Flamingo Motel. 3/22;
Selma

locksmithing Institute:
Atlanta

Travelodge Motel;

Birmirgham

Purchase of rifle
Birmingham

Roam in Atlanta

" Resall Drugstore; Whitehaven,

Tenn.,

Rocming house on Main St.;
Manphis

Binoculars; Marphis

RentAxek at 962 Dxndas St,;
Toronto

Rourd trip airplane ticket;
Toronto

~159-

$248.59

$10.00
$1.83

$8.50

$41.55
$9.60

$345.00

3/28/68
3/29/68
3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/68
4/16/68

5/2/€8
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Krown Inosne:

JAMES EARL RAY

Aszil 23, 1987 - Jure 2, 1358

Section Seria)
68 5100

-

Payroll checks frum Indian Trail Restaurant
Winnetka, Illinois

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 B4.89
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.89
June 4§ 89.63
June 11 89.63
June 18 85.19
June 25 77.53

$664.34
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Memoranduam to Mr, Rosen

r e

- - -
Iy -
-

-k - g
.

T Partin Luther Xine, Jr, . o .

‘L'. Reverend Martin Luther Kih", Jr., prominent integrationist
who led bus boycott in Montgonery Alabana and "sit-in denmonstra-
tions, " has been associated with Xational Association for the

Advancement of Colored~Peog1e and Congress of Racial Lquality., King
[thas not been investjgated 1e, F3T,

— , Ly )y 3, -\ ?_.@ ’ .
\ TBurecau ilcs/pe§Z%i: King thanked Socialist Workers Parcy
. Y\(cited by Attorney Gencral} ‘Yor support of bus boycott; attendcd
neetings of Prosressive Party (cited by Subconmittee of Senate
Judiciary Committice); and was honorary chairman ¢f Young Socialist

—

) "King in 1950's mcntioned as potential victim of assassin-
: ation plot and in_1957 attended Cowmunist Party_training schopl,
lA§£§i22f and reportedfly mave closing speect.” King President of

- '}(-« e | S

T

}cague gampajgn on behalf of victims of racist terror, '
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“C:‘.lcl‘c‘\ﬂdum to 3[[‘. Roscn' . . : -_ - .

- .

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to further Nezro vote
recistration) and advised “Tge Civil Richts law...is meaninglcss
. ynless we £0 out and make use of it,® King thanked Benjomin
| Davis, Jr., Comnunist Party official, for giving blood w®hen he
was in a hospital following assault. KXing in 1960 indicatcd his
support for Comnittee to Sccure Justice for ilorton Sobell (cited
by House Committee on Un-American Activities (liCUA) as comaunist
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nation® which called
for integration of F3I to help speed integration. King attended
necetings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabama, 5-21-61

—

— -

-
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"

P
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UNITFD STYATES GCVIRNME' * , ' .;-.. e
Memorandum - ﬁ I
: ) : g ““""
T ., X. H. Belmont DATE: August 30, 1963 “":.,—-Ef
cur ™ ‘ ' D
- (- ) - ;:;l:m!-
moM :  Mr. W, C. Sullivgn kn, Wolaos —
4/ B . a-.ﬁ
sumjscr:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USA '
*  NEGRO_QUESTION .
Is -C c;'ﬁ RN A f_';‘: S $) ) - . -

LY
= w a..a

Reference is mnde to.the enclosed material- on which the
. Director has written: “This memo reninds me vividly of those 1
received when Castro took over Cuba; ‘You cortended then that Cactro and
his cohorts were pnot Communists and not influenced by Communists, Tize

. ";lone proved you wrong., I for onme can't ignore the memos re King,

et al as having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists.f

k The Director ie correct, ¥e were completely wrong about
elieving the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
that Fidel Castro was not a commuhist or Under communist influence. On

nvestigating and writing about communism and the American Negro, we

I\af‘ hottar vamamhar thic and neafid he +ha 'Innehn 44+ oheanvtAd Fanabh uo
‘“ﬂ.‘ [ —F Y F Ry Wil iF i L WA AW L 3 A dawdddwrilk A Eiliw Al T WA WM

’ I do think that much of the difficulty relatinrr to the neroran
dum rightly questioncd by tho Directoer is to be found centered in the
woxd "inflLence, fe do not have, and no Government agency oT privat
e et gt L1
.ozga:uzat:ton nas, :ny yarusr.:.cx wnic¢h czn accurately measure 1111.!.110'1(:@'

this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in

he case of the obvious 1nrluence of
over Martin Luther King and King'§ {nfluencédver cther Res+0

Yexders.” Personally, 1 belicve in the light of King's powerful
demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro lezders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of
Hegroes. ¥e must mark him now, if we have not doue so before, s the,)

’
L' T On determining membership of Negroes in the Commuimst Fafiy,

e rre.-not confronted with the same problem.' Te do have herc accurate
yardstickq for establishing mcmbership. Of course, our stqndards are
VEry exactu-;. This mcans theie are ma iy né"i‘ﬁés who are fellow-
travellers, sympathizers or who ald the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members., These we must not ignore. The old

communist principle still holds: "Comnunism must -be byilt with non-

'communist hapds/" Therefore, it may Le unrealistic ‘to limit ourscives a

"“ bave bee"‘ﬁ°*n3—t° legalistic.proof or defiuttely conclusive -idence
_..’-F .

Enclosu;% — e e v ——

=165~ |



¥emcorandum for dHr. Belmont " ..
RE:; CCUMUNIST DPARTY, USa :

. NEGRQ QUZISTION -

100-3-75

e d Ann"
&U kA
committees that the Conmunist Party, USA, does wield substantial

\ that would stand up in n_testimony 1a_cougt or before COHEI’CS
Inrltence over Regroes which one day could become decisive.

e

- The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned,
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effort to 1ift in the future, The great amount of attention this
"Divigion 1s giving to comnunist activities directed toward the Neg:o
should enable us ta do this, . .

For example, here at the Seat of Government the Negro =
comnunist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and
-during the past few weeks four meh have been 80 occupied. Additionally,

{1) specialized instructiong are regularly given the field on conmunist

infiltration of the Negro; (2) mono raphs have been written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated 2re menorandsa
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli-
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro Harch of August 2C,
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 sgencies of
the Covernment) (5) much material on the issue ig glven to Agzents at
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro kavch
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
co:nnunist influence &n the Negro, | ..

. As the memorandum pointed out. “"this Nation 1s involved in a.
form of facial revolution and the time h has_ Jnever _been so right_for
g;gp'loj._;a_tj.p_u__gz;he Negroes by_ communist propagandists." Ninetcen pillieor
Negroes constitufe The greatest single Tricial target of the Communist
Party, USA. This i3 a sombre reality we must never lose cirht of. Vs
,Will do everything possible in the troubled future to develop iox the
Director 211 available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis-
:.rty, plus the mors complex and aifficult te ascertain influence

1 0f communist organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of
1Negroes. -

*

We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect irom our analysis.

ﬁ!CDhMENDATIOY'

For the information of the Director.
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- Memorandum | QMJ e
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™ : Mr, W, C, Sullivan . vare: September 16, 1963 /‘”_»_;{,E:-.’—
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rmonm ;- Ur, F, J. Baungardner,, O

M_—
() 2?%772?’— - .
sunjrct ™ COLMUNL ST PARTY, USA. .
NOGRQ. QUISTION
COMUNIET INFLUZNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS :
INTZRNAL SECURITY - COLZIUNIST

. — F )

' This memorandum recomnends éncreased goveraze of coqﬁqgigg

} influence on the Nemro. The history of the Communist Party, TR

{CPCSAY, 1s ranjcte with its nttemnts to exnlodt, influence mnd

recruit the leero, ‘Gae LATER on Washinzion, 3-25-63, was a siriking
Enangll Cr suliivonnunist activity as Party lexders early put into

} motion elforts to aceruce gains for the CPUSA from the iarch, Vell- -\\

decunented information concerning the Party's ipfluence on a priuscipal
March leader, Reverend Martin Luther Kinz, Jr., is but an example.
The preserce at the Ularch of around 200 Party members, raaginz fron
several sational functiionaries headed by{CFUSA General Secretary Gus
Jall, Lo mapy rank-and-file meabers, is clear indication of the Party's
faversita target {(ihic Negro) today. .
All indications arc that the March was not the “end of the
1lipe" ard that the Party wlll step up its efforts” to expkit racial
unrest and in every possible way clain eredit for itself relating to
any "gnins” achicved by the Negro., A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs 4s revealed in its plars to hold a highly secretive
y leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal primarily witn
the Negro situation. This mceting 1S to be preceded by aiGus Hall]
i "harectorzing” trip through key arecas of the country to nmeet Pauty-
Ipcpplc and thus bettor prepare hitisclf for the November -meeting.
. - )

The entirc ficld is being alerted to this siluntio™in a -

Iproposed SAC Letter (attached). Tho fleld is being instiucgqﬂ to
intensify our coverapc of conmunist influence on the Negro by giving
fullest consideration to the ute of all possible investipgative
techniques, In addition, the fiedd s -beipystold to intensify its
goverasze of thosy coiiuniut frastd throuzh which the Party channcls
its dpflucnce and to inichfify 118 dunvestigations of the many Party |
menbers and dupcS who ¢RINIC 35 zcilvities on behilf of the Party
in the Kegro ficle. Murtner, we are siressing 'the urgent need for
qmaginative and spivessiive Teobion e b utilised through our Counter-
iptelligence ' Joane==lh ne denpgnicd Lo sttempt to heutralize or
disrupt ths Party’s aciiviiics ia the hesro {icad, Neccssity for .
proapt handiing of all facvets of thiu catter to insure timely disscmi-

v i tnenl 2l OLNGAr,t ! oy
pation to the Dreparize u ot Lc"'l_,"}‘."c-"“‘d ngencieos. is—also being

ozl I S RER IS sten e
-3-13% " jesro ¢ T OCT 16 gom
ioi’ H0=s=v& (CILia: lu‘ﬁro.:,.".z:-;i.'..t’t'ﬁ) 24 o 146G 1967
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan

RE: COMLUNIST PARTY, USA
REGRO QUESTION

(iOO 3 'EjIST INFLULLCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
=3=116

. -

The proposed SAC Letter requires key sccurity offices
t0o submit to the Bureau, withiec 30 days, en analysis of their
current coverage of communist activities in the Negro field plus
details of their plans for intensification, Also, those 16
offices participating in the Counterintelligence Progz.n on a
regular basis are beinz required to include in their next monthly
letters due 10-15-63 their plans to neutralize or disrupt Party
activities in the Negro field,

RECOLDIENDATION?

rd

I? spproved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising
tha 2ield as above and urging full implementation so that the
desired results may be achieved. Also nttached tor approv l are

..pecessary Manual changes. e .
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9/18/63 _/m. Seoy—

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

While the aliached memorandum

_bears the initials of Mr. Bawmagardner,

.

it was prepared from a rough-diaft furnished

to him by Mr. Sulliva:r. .ot B oy
It should be understocd that

Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmonit

read the memoranduin and agreed with it

prior to its submission. '

- Rt S e i
Enclosure Y < 2z 09 51351
.t Clyde Tolson )
e 2 v ~A L.
- _KII\VU c-_/ '-\-LMM
. * '
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“) To: Mr. A. H. Belmont " Date: September 25, 196 i1 g;;;,
. . . - Lir, Resed”.
I From; Mr. W, C, Sul}gggﬁf' ) fﬁ Mr. Surrs
9] Mr. 7k —
Re: COULUNIST PARTY, USA e T -
NEGRO QUESTION . Ve g s
MUUNIST INTLUINCI IR RACIAL KATTERS ° Wias G3:.85-

JINTELHAML SECURITY - €

Predicetion:

.. ) Reference is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 8/16/G3
and to the attached proposed SAC Letter.

n On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of
the Dirocter's continuzd dissatislostion with the mannar in whiclk -
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subseguent..

\ mermorandn on the s2me subject matter, This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division
responsible for this arex of work, and we certainly wart to do

. everything possible to correct our shortcomings. We absolutely will

not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be

stiff-necked and unkending concerning our analysis of this mztter.
The Director indiccted he would not approve our last SAC Leiter ]
until there was & clarification and e meetingz of minds relutive to
the question of the extent of corzunist irfluence over MNegross and
their leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely .
try to ¢clarify a nost regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record.

-

e &
Comnon Agreement:

T
[ -

i & -

- - First, I am sure we zll are in agreement.on the following

vbich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief

attazhed: (1) for the past 44 years the Conmunist Party, USA, has

spent epormous sums o0f money and ceaseless efforts to influcnce

Negroes and to make comnunists out of them; (2) the 19 million

Kegroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial

{ target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Lutiher

» { King, ——— “does have as an extreanlv important
]advisar i (4) we
are right now in this pation engaged in a form.of social’ rcvolution
and the time has never been B0 right for exploitation of the

_ Xegroes by communist propagandisis; and (5) ‘the Communist Party

T could in the future make prodigious stridcs and great successes witl
the American Negro to the scerious detriment of our national securit:
In addition to the above, the materiuzl furnished contained many pagi
of specific oxamples of communist Bolicies. progiame-and-nretivitices

Enclosures W? a{ .-l 3.“"‘
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Yemorandum fcr YdMr. Belmont

BE: COMIUNIST DARTY, USA .
. REGRO QUESTICN

' COLMUNIST INFLUCNAE IN RACIAL EATTERS .

cohhy

showing communist involvement 4o Negro racial matters im this rnatios,
relative to which we can all agreo.

s

Ecsence of the Situation:

The essence of the situation scems to be this: Ve
presented what facts there are ip our files in the Driefl in qnestion
and I know that the Director certainly would not want vs to do otzer
than this. «The position taken at the tiie the Bric? was writton was
that, while there is cormnunist influcnce being exerted on Negroes

) 'aad Eegre leadcrs 1t has pn? rnqnhod tho rmi nt c¢f control or

dominationd This bistorically has been tho positioﬁ‘or the Lureau

fo thiZ matter in light of tlla yeviews going back ten to ¢wenty .
years. Q_g_,-g(m.ﬂ-ux M—e"-—l-‘.' Traa wi A H.Q-r.:.-—‘w.l.

e V2 iRl e g i
The Bistorical Fosition: o® 64L‘L , | %H

For example, in a dotailed docunent prepared on Comiunist
Party and the Negro in 1853, we find the statezent referring to 'the
fatlure of the Communist Pnrty to attract even a significant nunber

" of Negroes in the United States to its number." Another exazunie is

to be found in aa analysis in this saine field prenared by the Bureszu
in 19536 to the effect that coxmmunist cfforts have been "unsuccessful
on a state or naticnal level” in infiltrating "legiticate Negro-
fraternal, protest and icprovement organizations, ' although they made
linited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director's book,
Hasters of Deceit, published in 19254, states: "It became obviocus
that the Party, dcspzte great ofluzts. had failed to win over even

a significant mipority of Negroes." In 1960 the Director's stztement
to The Committee on the Judiciarv, United States Senate, reads:

"It 1e no £ecret that OLT Of .tie Liteerest Gisappointwents of
copmunistic eZforts in this Nation has been thelr {zilure to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party.” I[p 1962 similar public statements
were made, On page seven of the Dricf submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 1063, ihis historical position was
restated and it was said, 'Cne Of the bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been thelr singleo fallure to lure any significant
number of our Negro cltizens into the Party." This statement was

sot forth again inm the cover semorandun which the Director marked.

The point I wish to =ako here is this: Tho fact that this
Bas beon our historical position In the Burcau for many years is no
‘re1son to assunma that it 15 the currect pos=ition at this time, as the
irector has clearly cexpinfiicd. T and concitions change and, as
tho ovidenge mounts, natutlll? wo oced to change our position along
with this ovidence.

- 2 -
=171~
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Meamorandum for Mr, Belsmont

RE: COMMUKIST PARTY, USA -
NEGHO QUESTION
COMLMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

Interpretation: .

»

AB wo know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the torm of a sound cdifice. It is

,lobvious to 4GS now that we did not put the proper interprctation uno

the facts which we gave to the birector,

Martin Luther King:

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearly:
two years on Martin Luther Xing, Jr., kead of the Southern Christia
Leadership Conference, and in the coaprchensive memorandum entitled

" "Comzunist Party, USA, Kepro Question,™ dated 8/22/63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this

. eountry have had subversive coznections in thbeir backerounds and

rtbat'nartin Luather Kinz, Jr.. bzs been denling with '

As previously
Btated, we are in conpleto agrecnent with the Director that
communist influence is Leing exerted on Martin Luther XKing, Jr.,
and that King is the strongest of the KNegro leaders. As we have
stated before in a nemorandun, we repard dartin Luther King to
be the most dargerous and effcctive Neyro leader in the eocuntry.
In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward
strengthening its position amonpg the Negroes inasmuch as we have
information the Party plans to intensify 1ts efforts to exploit
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining 1ur1uence anong
the Negroes. T

-172-
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Mamorzudumn for Ur., Relmont
RE: CO.DIUNIST DARTY, USA
NLEGRO QUCSTION
COIBMUMNL ST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS .

BAC Latter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returpned to us by the Director,
ghould be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
Wo neced to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and Jleave
.no_stone untufred to develop every and all facts which exist
in this nmatter, Some of these facts may not yet have been
ihezirthéd by our field offices, and will not be unless we
follow up tals matter everoore closely with them. UMy second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related
to the present chavging situation ipnthe Conmunist Party - Negro
.relations area, During the past two weeks in particular there
bave be2n sharp stepped-up activities on the part of comuuznist
-0f2ficials to ipiiltrate and to dominate Negro developnents in
this ccuntry. Turther, they are meeting with successes, This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro rarch on
Washington on August 28 communist officials have been doing all
possible to expleit the very troubled racisl gituation., As
they snid woeks ago, the end of the Negro march would te the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders, They are
now iu full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro
activities, The SAC Letter in guestioo will be a great help

~ toward tbis end, and 4t should result in our developing important
. Tacts relating to the current chioges and pertiment activities

. going on during the past few weeks in this entire tfield,

Subjezt of Deep Concern

May X repeat that oux fallure to measure up to what tke
Director expected of us in the nrea of communist - Negro relations
\iu s gubject of yery deep copncern to us in the Domestic Iptelligence

IDtvision. We nre disturbed by this and ought to be, I want him

&
. 3
3
.



Memorandum for Mxr. Belmort - ‘
RE: COILAIST PALRTY, USA. . »
Z2GRO QUZSTION e .

COMLUNIST INFLUERCE IN RACIAL MATTIRS

b ad -

to know that we will do everything that is5 hucanly po:usible to )
develop all facts nationwide relative to the cozmunist penctration
and influence over Negro leaders and their orparaizations.

" RECOI'ENDATIONS *

{1} That the Director reconsider giving approval Zor scncing
the enclosed SAC Letter to the field,

. : ‘b(

(2) In order that other agecncles and preainent povernnent
officials will be aware of the deternincd ciforts of the Couanist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Dircclor approves we
will prepare a concise document sctting forth clearly thosc attenpts
to penetrztc, influence, and control the liegro movenint. Ly setting
these facts forth, succinctly and c¢learly, the r2Rcoy €anads hclp
but be impressed with the seriousncss of tho coomunist activities.

et -

. R - p——— — c. ..
rrowy ye W wer W CwRT T T
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N
- AR, TOLSON; !
R ‘The sttached analysis of j o
‘ " i Communism and the Negro llovement is
) i highly explosive. It can be regardegas
4 "\ & personal attack on Martin Luthen\|King. -~
.bf ‘} ' There is no doubt it will bhave a Weavy
RN impact on the Attorney General and anyone
say Y, else to whom we disseminate it. It is
=<'\ labeled TOP SECHET. However, ‘even such a
< Q! bhigh classification seems to be no bar
DHEOS today to a leak, and sbould this leak out
Qq\hh, it will 2dd fuel to a matter which nay
\\g‘%:“ already be in the caxrds as a political
V! issue during the forthcoming Presidential
; campaign.

2/

F&ﬂ S TLS Sotoaauduw makes good. reading and
, §<' v, llis based on information from reliable sources.
~; o We may well be charged, however, with
Q§:i ‘i: expressing opinions and conclusions, parti-.
- cularly with reference to soue of the
"*\ :5 statenents about King. X

WU:L.wvuua* d«r'vMﬂwcLu13\ t¥: h
This memorandum may st le the Attonﬂey

General, particularly in view\bI. his past
association with King, and the fact that we
are disseminating this outside the Department.
He may resent this, Nevertheless,: the
menorandunm is a powerful warning. angn_;
) . Communi t-influénce in the liczro wmovement,
. amt{we will be carrying out our respons:bxlzty
" by isscuinating it to the people jindicated

.. } ; in the nttache memorandun
K 4»»'&::;’..1
" '\3 _b H. r\;ﬁ'é

O

) : Aé\“/ neen o fnfc 3ol -
o ' e OCT 23 1063

,’5)(/5 . -176-  — e "'"""-
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Mr., Jox=s Earl Ray

Post OZfice Box 13

Brushy Moaatain Penitentiary
Petros, Tewnassae 784S

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United
Statos crozted a tagk farcs for the purpose of reviewing
the FAI's investigation of tha eosassination of
br. Martin luthar King, Jr.

The task force 45 row in the process of winding wp
its inqiry befare sulmitting a £firal report to the
Attornoy General., Eowever, we feel that our irquiry will
not ba corplete unlass wa give you an oppxxtunity to state
your particicatien, or lack of participation, in the
mxder of Dr. King.

Accordingly, we herelw remuest, through your atiomey,
Jxes H. lesar, Escuiro, your consent to an intervies by
meroarg of the task force. If you zhould mgres to talk
to us, our tire schedule roquires us to arrange for the
interview to take place not later than Decenber 31, 197€.

Please let us know Irmadiately whether you desire
to be interviewsd.

Sircercly,

Fred G. Folaon
Director
Martin Luther King, Jr., Task Force

©c: James U. lesar, Eaquire

-177-
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'._'-.*"'f | Brusly Modain Heniteutiarg
. Potros, Tennesaee 37845

¥r. Janes H. Lesar Doceaber 204 1976
Attorney at Law '

31231 fourthk Street, 5.¥.

Wash. D.C.

re: Ray v. Tenn, er. Indictment no. 16645;
Bheldy county, Teancessee. (1363)

Dear Jim:

In respect to your letter maying that a justice departzent attorney, KE.
Janes F, Walker, would like to interview ne conceraing the pbove indicte
ment, I szrec with your advice opvesing the interview. Il would appesr
that this would only be in the intérest of the J.D. and their book writiaz
collaboratore,e. 5., Garold Fran's, Gesorge McMillian, et a1.

If they had wanted to interview the defondont, under oath, justice had
arple opportunity in the 1974 M.C, hearing in rexmphig, Teaneseee, through
thelir surrogete, ¥. Heary Hzile; an I underetend no representative froc
Justice appeared as & witnesz at the hearing.,

At the present I believe the only body I should testify befors is a jury.

I understand you to say Justice harc not read any df tke trs. of prior
hearings L suits. Thercfors I'1) 4dnclude 4in the cc copy of thic letter
to Juctice o copy of a Complaint thot spesaks to the MLK Jr. matter with
sttached Ex-=, slthoe I doubt 47 Justice or their pudliching associates
¥ill be interosted in the Coeplzint contentc.

Sincerely: James ¢. Rey 465477

/ P.0. Box~-73
cc: Jamec ¥, Talker, Eaq. J.D. Petroc, Teun. 37345.
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T¥ THE UNITID $T1TI3 :I""°I-T “Ly=T
. FYOR D& FIZSTIRM DIEIXLCT OF TIMTSiES
FIETTRY »IJI-IO‘I

.........................................1
JAMES E. 22T,
. Plaintif?
4 n;
. [ .
TIME INC. .- '
GZDRGE MeMILLIAY N I '
¥. HINRY BAILE ’ Civil action Ne. (=067 2 7"
FILLIaM BRATFORD BUIE .
GEROLD FRANX '
HOM. MOSS3IT M. McRAE ) o
BEINDA PEILICCIOTTI
Detferdantsy
.‘.l....l.....ldt.ﬁll....l‘l.l.bq.-.-..l‘..:‘..-.n.....-l-.....l...t.t..oulco-lpqt........
' s . o . !
' b8 . LY
COMPLAINT '
v PR
. _ _,:'. ;'_ -

%o ALLEGATION GF JURISDICTION:

() Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is Hased upon

divereity of citizecshlip and the amount in recovery.

Plaintiff, acting pro =e, 18 a citizen of the Stato. of Tenneseses under "oper~
atlion of Law™ in the subject matter; defendant TIMZ Iac. (hers-in-after, TIME)
is a citizen of the Stats Of New York} defendant Georgs McMillian (Lere-in-
n.ﬂ.'.cr, nc'.mum)';- & citizen of the State 0f Massachusetts; defendant ¥,

lnr: Blilo (hort-in—attor, Halle) 1s a citizen of the State of Tennesses;

te -,

dohnd«mt ullhq Brntford Hule (here-in-~after, Hule) is a citizen of the ‘
State of Alabsna; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-after, Frank) 1s & citizen
of the State of New York; defendant n'on. Robert M. McRae (hers=in-atter, :Iudgo

._--ll_elln) i a ¢itizen of the State o2 '!ca.nu.nc; dofonda.nt'nrmda Pallicciottd

(bere-in-after, Psllicciotti) is a citizen of the State of Tecnesses. The
matter in controversy exceeds, exclucive of {nterest and costs, the wus of

tan thousand dollars. . L. . %

(») Jurisdiction founded in tha'existence of a federdl questlon and the asount

L]

in t
coutroversy: _179- .

)
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The action arises under ths fifth, dxth,. aad fou-tunth, assné=enta to
t3e Ustied States copstitution; U.S.C. Title 28 § 1331 (a), ss mere-in-
after mots fully aprears. The nt:tcr ia conu'-enrq sxesads, excluaive of
intagpest and costs, the m of tan thousand dollars. ’ e

(e} Juriediction founded on the cﬂstg.nec of a question ariaing under parti-
ecular statute; e : *
. 3 > -
; » N .

The action arises under Act 42 U,.5.C.A. § 1983; u £.C. Title 28 § 1343 (h).
As hers-in-after more fully appeaxs.

THIS 18 AN ACTION IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGETS VIOLATICONS.

-

GETERAL BACKGROUD:
On April 4th 19568, ﬁav. Martin Luther King Jr., was ahot . d un.ﬁ; in,
Hespbis Teznesses; 1z May 1968 the Plalntiff was 2adicted by the Sualbdy

'cout: gand jury {cr. ineictaent po. 16645) for said abooting; on March
10th 1969-plaintiff, allegedly through cosrclon by hie attoraey, Fercy
° Yorsman & ﬁo prosecution, snteresd a gullty pj.u to ssld ¢, incictasnt; on

?obrn.ry 2nd 1974 the 0.5, @22 eireuj.t court ot appsals ordarsd an evident-
hry hearing into the circu.utl.ncu of said plem, Ray v. Rose 451 F2¢ 285
!c.a.s. 1974; on Tebruary 27th 1975 after bhearing =aid evideatiary procesdings

) the D.8. District ¢court for the ¥.D. of Tennesszee, Bon. Robert M, McRas, pPre—

siding ruled against platutiff, Ray v. Rows, C-74~166; on May 10th 1576 the

_U,8. 6t elrcult court of appeals ujheld Judge McRae's ruling in said ovi-
_dentiary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795,

Plaintiff, JAMES E, RiY, suss
Defendants, TIME INC.; GIORGS McMILLIAN; ¥. BEWRY HAILE; WILLIAM BRATFORD
HUYE; GIROLD FRiRK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BREMDA PELLICCIOTTI, and allegest

2. Thet while avalting trial in ths aforementioned er. indictasnt the pPlain-
t12f copled down from recollecticn infornaticn he bad gained in his 1967
asecciations, uioeiation- which lead to plaintiff being charged under

sald indictment,

3. That a brisf sumaary o't said prscollections and thelr subsequent disposi-
tion by plaintiff are as follows:

-



B Y

(a) duriag ome jes_cd of plal=atiff's saaflioszialt 42 15uu Be ¥2Ola down
9B & mOney feceipt lssusd forth from the Sheriff's office of the Shelby

county, Tenneasse, Jail inforaation shich platatifl btelieved had a direct

basring ¢m said cr. iadictaent. See, fx——Ai.

(§°)) t.hc nfonation couiutod ot tclophon- pusberm L cn¢ mame I. sddresa; all

-~

muabers ware written down hackvards, including the addreszs.

(c) the two telsphous nuahers wers listed next to the word "Sister”, the
first being listed in, New Orleans, Louiiim; the seacond being in, Saton
Rouge, Loulsiana. .

{) the gddress is 1isted undar the nawe, Vera C. Staplans.

{e} ths tslephona number listed uader the Paton Rouge eddress was furnished

to plalntiftte attornsy, Percy Foraman, who was representiing plaintiff tn
said er. indictment,

{£) the address vas not investigated until plaintiff was incarcesated ypon
n].cﬂ.u to said indi{ctment; a coapendium of the poet trial iavsstigation
would 1nd1:§tc: the Snformation cited above was given to a St. louis, Mies-

‘ouri, lakor Iludcr. and fnformed 1t pnrh."utd to tl;c MLE Jr. case, who app-

areatly in turs furpished said informatiom to & Nashville, Tennessee, ex-
ltterl'l: to investigate; said Attornmey had scurces iz the State of loutisiuna
i_“g!tlgatl the satter snd thereafter satd Attoraey rsported the Batom Rougs

19sted pumber resident was under the influsnce of ths Teasoters union; and

" the Naw Orlesas listed mumder residsnt waa apcng Other things an agent of

a mideast organizaticn 2izturbed because Oof Dr. King's reported forthcoming,
befors his death, public support of the Palestine Arabt cause. (Refsrences tg

the address 1f any was unclear.)
5

tg) :I.h- plaintiff had come.bLy sald bane & sddresa shortly before crossing
the .hbrdor in Novesber 1967 from Tijuama, Mexico, foto the Trited States;
ths mams was Randolph Erwia Roasem, 'HBO N.¥. River Drive, Miami,6 Plorida;
sther rafersnce wvaxzx made to a r.m. s check through the Miami directory in
1970 1¢d1ctu 20 Ronl ‘.Ltct-d with t.ho abova first & second mame; im 1973-
'?a Csicago, IMlinois, rsport =: ¥as quired zs 22 Sk mizc of a Rosexz who
vas ak o0fficial in the anuﬂ Labo@k Party, the reporter later responded
sald Rosen, Or Rosems, activities were mainly 1!. the Kew York, Kew York,

arsaj shortly“thersafter aaid reporter vas mutuu;tu by material plain-

$1£f received indirectly froms the Hos. Richard Ichord a congrassman fros
- Tes SRS TR T ) IO S
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Mizsouri; thersaftsr am Attorasy in Oklaboma City, Oklahcwma, was furnished
the Foaen name and asked 1 ke cogld find any iaformation ¢ the suhject .
ia, ic- Orleans, and inforasd the subject might havs & e;. record; the Att-
ono:‘np;rud back that the sulject's last same sost m.ly‘u.n. Rosshson,
and that he had a cr. conviction in Naw Orlesns, Louixiana, federal court for
a marcotica violation; thareaftar a Teanessee licensed LAttoraey procured

the tr. of sald conviction; mubsegquently amncther check was sade through the,

" Mlami, telephdxe directory which did i.l-t a "Randy Rosemdoa" but with an

penty. .

- . -\
&. That plaintiff intended tha above information for exclusive use, after
& through iavestijjation, i & Jury trial under saild cr. indictasnt--rather
than for commercialzing in the communications industry--and im commequence
?1thhlll‘pnrtl thersof from plniQtit!'s er. Attormeys, who were emmeshed

. with defendant (aovelist) William Bratford Huie in commsrcial pubiishing

. wemtures: lat) Attoraey Arthur Hamea ar., who immedistely upcon sntering the

sult contracted wvith dctondant,,ﬁﬁin and zidl Attorzey Pearcy Foreman, who vwhile
mot entering into literary contracts with Pr. Hule until Jazuary 1955; tvo
noaths after Forsman's anteriag the sult, Mr. Foresan 4id aot question plain-
tift about aeaid 1aror-atio; or ethsr aspects o0f the ¢r. indictment--bacausa

of his (Forenan's) adaitted trial preparatiom mathods—uatil February 1969.°

- 5« That ia Fehruary 1569, after Percy Toresan had eantersd inteo litersry
* eontracte with defendant, Bule, plaintiff furnished Attorney Foreman with

the above mentioped, Beton RBouge, phone mumber and maked him to investigate
in comnection with the MLK jr. homicide. Ebortly thereafter Pr. Foresan
Teplied 4in effect that Lf there were tov bs any telerhons numbhers refared
tﬂ;il court he [rbrllnn]‘uanld furnish. them through contacts in interstate

gambling-<Mr. Foreman mentioned a, Mr. Heyor Lansky, as his source.

6. That subseguently, after the prosscutisn and P;rcy Foreman had msnsuversd
Pladntif? ints entering s plea to satd indictaent, the plaintiff om March
11th 1959 was chacked into the Tennesass State penitantiary--Nashvills

- Erasch--and therein all plaintiff{'s personal property inmcluding the paper

Rerein attached as 2X.A, ané¢ including incoming legal & personal letters
mailed to sald prison, wers confiscated from plaintiff. Two or three daye

;latcr after discussing briefly with State correcticms comximsioner, Harry

Awery, the latters includiag EX-A were returned to plaintif? by said, ~182- -

4
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coaxiastoner, Rarry Avery. {except for a thin line e¢ircling so=e writinga

the property zeexzad in order.

7L That prior ta Flaintiff's transfer to ths aforementioned peniteatiary,

Comnlssicner Avery, the late Govermor of Tennssaes, [en, Buford Ellington,
and Governor Ellington's adainietrative ssxzistant, Mr, wiiliss L, Barry,

had dscided and conmitted to writing (ase, avery tssticony in, Ray va. Russ-

sll, 0.5, Dls. Ct. M,D, Tn. Civ, Acticn no. 5590, 1570)Flaintifi's treat-
ment upon entering said penitsatlary,ie, artitrary lodging of Plaintif! in
solitary confinenent imnediately upon hia entering prisor.

LY

8. That thersafisr oo {Narch 13, 1969) when Plaintiff comaenced petitioning
ths trial court for a new trial under salid indictoent, Comalssioner Avery
attempted to persuads Flaintiff againat seeking a trial under said indictoent

and after hu.ins that informed Plaintiff that hs would dever bs relsastad

- from solitary confiz+aent whils he (l.ur:) vas corrcct.‘l.onl conzissioner,

9. That in the succeeding ycirl uztil the pressnt Pleintiff hex besn arbi-
) trarily locked in solitary cnnﬁ.nucnt/uénsation tor approxizately five

Joarsy, during vhich time their has been ssveral mcidu by Drisoners beca
ause of the haorshnent of the confinezent 1nc1ndin‘ two (2) vho burned then=-
selvea to-death. See, EX--B.

LN

10. That after the sforemesticned plea by Plaintif? the trial Judge, Hon.

Preston Battle, departed from Mamphis, Tennesses, f6r a vacation and while
o said vacatlon the then Governor of Tencesses, Hon, Buford nﬁn;ton,

upon learning of Plaintiff's effort to recelve a Jury trial under said in-
dietnent, dispatched Stats officlals to located Judge Battle to offer hin

;the next Appellate Judgahip vacancy 1f the Judgs would deny FPliintiff a
trial under the petition refered to in pa.rnp'aph—s above.

- 3%, That om or about March 1232 1969 1: the :prilon segregaticn btuilding
Plainti?f was confronted through a mu i':ql;:cinl agent, Robert Jenassn

82 the Hemphls, Tennesses, federal bu.ruu of investagation office. The
fhrust of "r. Jensen's couversation was sweking cooperatiom of Fleintiff

im furthersing the FBY investigationm of eaid er. indictsent. When Plaintiff
refused the cocperation offer Mr. Jensen upen departing said Flaintiff could

sxpect Piaintt#¢ Brothers (Joba & Jerry Ray) to foin hin fn priscn, or words

" to that c!fﬂ:—t. thersalfter: ~183~
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(a) plaintiff's brother, Jerry Zay, vas intiaidated to the sxtent
that hs had to restign Rig Job 48 the Chicage, Illinols, aresa; sud
saquently sfter forcing kim froa his jJob the FEI attemptsd to fraae .
him for pnuserous crinmss, * '

(b) plaintiff's other drother, John Ray, was arrested by police

while driving his car in the St. louls, Migerurl, aresa snd subssquent-
1y charged by the FBI for aiding and abetting s bank robdary, Tried
and convicted with a defandant vhem tho governaeat alleged actually
robbed said bank, John waw given 18 yeara and the alleged robbar 10
Years; upon appeal the slleged robber's coaviction was reversed bty the
Bth U.8. circuit court of appsals because the fruilts of an illegaly
search & selzure was used agalnst him; however, the Bth circuit ruled
thar the fruits of the $llegal secrch was not ground for reversing
Jobn Bay's case becasus the alleged evidence {stolen money) was not
taken from him; upon re-trigl the slleged robdbber was acquited; sub-
sequently another defendant in the robbery was charged and entared a

Plea for three (3) years wkich was latar reduced %0 elightesn months
by the government, .. .
- .'.

12. That ia June 1959 Flaintiff filed a eivil actiop in the United States

- Piwtrict court for the M.D. of Tennesses sseiing to wwid contracts betwesn

Plaintift, the aforenentioned Percy !‘prun.n', and defendant » Bule, Iz att-
eapting to Dave satd eivil action (Conplaint) dlssissed, thus uecoseitat-
ing the refiling by Plaintifys 'u the 7.D. of Tennesszes, the defendants
Aitgrno: the lats, John J. Hooker ar., of the Davidson county Tsnnesses
bar, Llegally procursd Plii.ntitr’l entire prison record, including docicle
iaformatibn, from the afcremsnticned corrections cocmissioner, Harry Avery,
and was thus sble to hava ld.d Complaint disnissed 4n the M.D. of Tennssaee
and refllad in the W.D. (civil action no. C-£9-199) befors Judge HcRae,

Because of said donlele information.
A

i). That thersafter ir ¢ivil action no., C-69-199 onec ef Judge McRae'a
inttinl rulingrwas that said l.e_tion would be decided by deposition rather

tian 1ive testimony--subsequently the Judge dismigsed the suit on motiod -
of .;t:h.. 'dorqeda_.nt:. . - .

14. That following the United States Sixth eircult court of appeals raling
on 'ro'bruu-y 3:4‘1974 ordering an evidentlary hearing into the circunstances
0f Flaintiff's aforenentiooed guilty plea under acid indictment dafendant,
Judge McRge, again assumed jurisdiction to conduct sald Zearing {civil
action 180 .C=74~166) and again ruled that the twe primcipal witneasss, the
~184~



aforezsntioned Fercy Forsman & dof.:&ut gusts, would pat have to undergo

1iws tsatineny, oaly dedositicaa. The Judge accagplighed this legal =aneu-
war by puling t_h. Phint.izr'- subpoens powers gers linited to a 190 aile
radius of Keaphis, Tannsgses. ' ) )

That Judge McRas further prejudicial & arbitrary actions ¥ inactionps
1isted below effectively diminished the Plaiztiff's right under tts United

States Suprens court aandate for a full and qquitable evidentiary bearing:

{a) the court ruled in effect l?_____ at the solicitetion of the
State’s Attorney, defendant Ratle=-who hed coaplained to ths court that
- the press was urging the State to uk certaln questions of Plaintiff—that
Ganeral Ealls could inguire of Flaintiffts alleged information hs (plaint-
. 41£1) provide mald Percy Foreman c¢oncerning others perscons allegedly culja=-
" ble under sald er. indictmext. Thersafter, althos Plaigtiff did rofer to
infornation described above as deing nun"to Mr. Foresan by Flalntiff, and
within t‘h.n confines of the above court ruling, neither defendant, Halla,
or, Judge McRae questionsd Plaintiff in the matter. ‘

(%) Judge McBas in concert with defendant, Pellicciottd, has con-
ﬁltl#tl-f—dll?itl setitions t.ron Flaintiffta counsel, Jazes ¥. Legar—
‘ - declined to forward to the U.S. 6th circult court of appeals relevant &
aecessary porticns of the transcript in said evideatiary hearing: spocif-
: l' o 1uux. the definitive portions of satd tnmcr:lpt s¥idsacing, Percy Foresan,
- agtert :.a'utauon, refused to offer live teatiloay in sald evidentiary hear-
ing; and thus th.rou;h their deleterious inactions in the tr. matter codtri-
buted substantially to the sﬁ circuit decigion cgainat Plaintiff thersin,

- . I:‘ ‘
f {e) Judge McRae has ignored a petition to take perpetuating testi-

mony, filed after satd evidentlary hesring, fros defendant, Huie. Mr. Hule
baing a principal character tharein. ]

15, That pricr to sald evidentiary hearing, Judge McRas, nislead or atle
smpted to mislead Plaintiff's Tenneasee ¢r. counael as evidenced by a
saries of lstters Plaintif? received from said Counsal (Mr. Robert I,
Livingston) isplyfag that during several encounters with Judge McRae he

'
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. {lLivingsaten) was lesd %o Naltaw

Sase and thus & vigorus presentation by Plaintiff'a counxsl would not be

’ mecessary or desirable, : -185-
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16. That their have Dewn Jublicized allegaiions that, Judge McRae, 18
sore eanurnod with the poltt:ea.i effecta of his doc:.d.ont than the

larw. Su. IX~eCs .

17. That the tloerk 0f ths court defesadant, Pdli:cclntti, thnroix; said
evidentiary hearing was eon.due;:.d actad in eonccrt'vft.i, Judge cRaw,
in declining to prepars and forward tr. material, described in paragraph
14~b above, to the U,5, afixth eircult thus contr;bﬁun; substantially

“ to the sixth circult demying Plaintif? relief under sald svidentiary

hnﬁu. : -

.
18. That defepdant, Haile, who was the State's chisf counsel in the afore-
mantioned evidentiary hAsaring, but is now in private practice, has libel-

ed Flaiatiff by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, i McMillian's
preparing & authoring the nforcnlntiono‘d artilce for defendant, TIME. °

13 -
I
+

_19. That defendant, ¥cMillian, informed Plaintif{'s brather, Jerry Ray,
of at's (MOtillian's) relationahip with defendant, Halle, .. -

20, That in 1975 defendant, Ealle, appssred with defendant, McHillian,

at the Tennsasss State ;tnittntiuy—.ushv:lllo Branche=vherein MecMillian
requested warden, Jomes E, Rose, a personal rx'iond of Halle, to contact
Plnintitt and ask 1f hes would copassat to an iptsryiew by, HcMillianm.

Werden Rose did forward aaid ut‘rviat Tegqueat to Plaintiff which Plaintif?

declined and, thersafter, Hails & McMillian viewed the solitary confinszent _
. building wherein Fleintiff was housed.

2t That defendant, Helle, while asst. att, gen. for the State of Tunn-

F esses mevsral timea publicly criticised court decisiozns unfavoratls to kia

" 4m @ manner ruggesting he was attespting to inticsidate Judges, acts for

which he subssguently was diaaiased fron the A.G.'s office by the itt-

orasy Gensral for the 3tate 0f Tennssses.

22. That in the January 26, 1976, 1ssue of TINZ aagazine (EX—p) under
the title 0f "The King Assassination Revisited®, defendant, McMillian,

authorsd a salicioun article subtitled "1'as gonna kill that nigger Xing"

and alleged sald subtitle to-be 2 statezent made by Plaintiff.
Basd article 1a littared with deliderate fabrications, snd while of a

Rollywoodish charagter they are delivered with aslice intsnt, begining -186-
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®,..20 1953 ond 1964 Martic Luthar Xing wos on TV alpoost sveryday, talkinag
defiantly about hov Elack peo;le vere going to get their rights...Ray
wabched 4t all avidly oan the cell-block TV at Jeff City. Ys reacted as

" 4f2-King's remaris were directed st his personally. He boiled when Xing

cane o the tude, Ko began to call himz Martin 'Lucifer' Xing and Martin
Luther *cooat. It got m0 that the very might of King would galvanize

Baw ®. n. 1R aaiAd srptielas_ ! .
Bay ®. 2. 13 a lele_

The facts ares that their wers no TV sets in ths cellblocks or, cells,

during Plaintitf'a entire sojourn in the Missouri State penitsntiary at,
Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMillian 1s cognizant of this fact
through conversations with Misscuri corzccticn-‘ officliala whoo he has

contacted for information numercus times, Sees, EX--f.

23+ That meveral olicr deliberate fabrications with mallcious intent in

* said article ares ; .

(a) "Ray and (his fellow convict Reymond) Curtis would sst around,
often Righ on speed...™ Speed being a form af narcotic. p. 18.

{b) mOn April 24, 1967, just cae day after Ray escaped frox the
Prison at Jefferson City, he met his Arothera Jack and Jerzy in Chicago'sa
Aflantic Hotel...™ Allegedly, say's McMillian, discussing the murder of
Kgrtin Luther Xing. p. 18.

(e) that McMilldan alleged Plaintitt's Brothers, Joha & Jerry Ray,
“had, from canverzations with Plaintiff, krnowledge before the fact of the
15 ¢ Jr. mirder. P, 18 & 2.3!

2h. That the State of Mizsouri's departmsnt of corrections cooxmiaxioner,
Rr. George M. Camp, alleges in effect that defendaat HcMillian is a fraud
rin consection with McHillian's aforeaentioned allegations concerning Floin-

tiff's conduct while in sald Miszouri penitentiary. Sse, EX-—-E.

25, That the Miascuri priscner defendant McMillian principally relies on
t0 substantiate his allegations, allegations that Flointiff not only
Pploted the murder of MILX dy, bat vas also a narcotic 'add.ict, aarcotic

Sald, Fayoond Curtis, sttezpted onced to converss vith Plaintiff while in

sald penfiteatiery, thereafter he (Curtis) ‘voluatarily “checked iato™

-187-
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was thereafter limited in his prison sesociation tu his own typs.

26, That abortly after Plaintiff'z arest in 1963 to anser for sald er,

* améictaent defendant HeMillian stated at a news confersncs that zgince he

{McMilliun) knew Plaintifl was guilty of the indictment charge be (MeMill-
dan) would pot bave to nvtm:nto the case. Thus 1% follows a fortiori
that McMillian has relied on the work product of other moveliat to sub~
stantiate nizﬁubl'o pertions of his allegations in sald TINE u‘ﬁcl..

27. That defendant McMillian bas posted Plaintiff mumerous lstters, first

. L]
threataning, then cajoling, in secking interviews for use in sald article
and bis slleged forthcoming book re Plaintiff,

2. T™hat defendant TINE magatine bas a vested (financial) intersst in

puhﬁnh:l.ng sald artilce by n:mﬁ.im-tliu- in proooting Me¥illian's forth-

coxing ook re Plaiatiff-- 1o that Mcitillian's publisher, Little Brown,

is a subaldary of TIME dnc.
|

29. That defendat TIME deceived their own agent (Richard C. Wooddury) in
their Chicago, Illivoiw, 0ffice into thinking TIME would run an objoctive

" story re the patter, 80-,.!!—&_ -

" 30. That defendant TTIE wad conscionsly endeaverisg to influence the

fntcd States Sixtk Circult court of appeals in, Ray v, Rose, no. 73—
1543, wkich just a few days subsequant to sald article heard -.qmut-

in the abive Ray v, Boss smuit 5 daterminae whather to0 order Plaintiff a

new trial under said cr. indictaent.

T n. ﬁat TIME inc¢. baa a history of coospiring t¢ subvert the Judicial
- and political processes by publiahing, timely, malicious sarticlem prior

$o judiclal decixlons or sléction of public officlals,

J2+ That because defendant, PIME, has nade a fresx iovestigation dp. 17
said article) into t.hl “ease==their initial investigation evidontly
being perdornsd by Mae ine. LIFE megazine in 1968—TIHT L8 cogatzant
that a substantial portion of said articls is falee L saliceious.

. 33, fhat subatantial portions of said artilce 'I;y MecMAllian were zupplied
+0 Mr. McMilldan by defendants, Frank & Hule—Defsadant, Rute, published
s Davsl re Flaintifr in 1970 titled "ie Slew the Dresmer”; defendant, -18&

]}



x
AL b TR

3k, That thae false allezations in sald article: “that Plalntiff comaitied

" & Boldup in london, Sngland, and that George C, Wallace would jardon

af tha Chattanooga Tennesmes bar.

p:u.tntu:,' p. 17 & 23.xupoct.1nly. were u;;plicd to defsndant McMillian
»y iot:um‘: Huie as svidenced by etatezents made directly to Fisiniiii
¥y the atove menticned Percy Forssan (quoating Hule to.l:lmu!t} along
with oral & written declarsticns by Defendat, Hule. Ses, 1.0 .=-..

35, That defendant Eule in hia ongoing aedia campaizn against Plaintiff

1iteled Plaintiff in a CRS=TV intervier koated by, Dan Rether, on or

abont January 2, 1976, by falaely n‘.‘xil;inj in effect that Flaintifif bad
L]

Rurdered MLX Jr. and, robbed & loan coapany in london, England,

36, That the false allsgations Sn reference ta idolzh Bitler {p. 25 said
article) was wupplied to defendant Mciildien by Dofendant, Frazii, a3 av-
1denced by statements mada directly to plaintiff by Plaintiff's former

L ] .

~Attorney (vho was interviewsd extensively by defendant, Frank) Robort Eili,-

= . L & .
3. That dafendext Huis bhas a hiltorj'. for comssrclial reazons, of

contentiousness with seid, Gov, Vallaoce.

35, T™at defendant Frank hubl. history of defending Ziocnism even vhen
'1t includes zurder, eg, =ee P;.'nk'l novel, publiszher in 1563, titled
*E DESD™, and if allegativos in ’coua't =1 ahon are subsxtaniiated in
court proceeding Mr. Freak's iptrusicn into suid cr. indictment az a
Governaent advocate 1s resdily explicable.

39. That an article is the EILALIAN HEES published March 12, 1576, page 15,

; peuultimate paragraph, reported NEX Jr. was shifting his politicsl alli-

azces..lDr. King vas ahifting his political sllinmaces and civil righte

" approack. To mppor.t this vi.u obesrvere poist to Dr. King*s visws on

the Viet Mam war and his growing suppert of tae labor sovement. Dr. King
was also coning under tke iafluence of the Teaching of the Hovorable
Mantar Ellijah Muksomad...™ P

-+

43, That Plaintif? filed a 1ibel wuit iu the United States Dis. Ct. for
the ¥.D, 0f Tecnesaes titled, Ray v. Frask, Civid Action mo, C-73-126,
against herein defendant, h.'nk. ia 1973, and h‘d Process served upcn

3ia through Ais publisher, Doubtleday company. Mr. Frank vas subssquently
” -189+
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selaived by the Court as s defendant im sald sult by falsely alleging
{ See, TX—6. p. 1) & procens deficiency; Nr Frank's ia effect falpely
alleged that ke & Doubleday Company's affiliation was foramal & transitory.

1., That the record wil)l confirm that not ons of the ?..I..mtit!'l lceull;l
in thse uﬁucauon Andustry have ever 0ffered live testizony in a court
of law but on the :antz-u-y, they bhave utilized numercus ru.su to avoid
process and the ﬁihin‘uan wailie ihe record will evidance Flaintiff Bss sot
only glven live tut.tmn: lu the aforementioned svidentiary hearing) tmt
prior to the plea 4in said er. indictaent was in contention with his er.
¢counsel in their insistence--ia ¢olluxion witk defendant, Hulo——that plaint-
121 not b a dn!cns; witneas thtrd.no

; bothine of !ﬂb!‘h_nse d_isetgs that the lags) zystem—

Korsover
:I.nnalncigl publishing conpniu coabine are not ncts.n; in concert to assa-
re that their shell nmever bo s (:.m) trial for Flaintiff, cricinal or
eiuI, that'- related %o nicl :u:dictnnt...nppuontly because 1t wsould not
" be & "show trial®.i.e., the Coversment could mot sustain 1t's heretofore

- . .'.
. L} -
*
r

- Y -
and Lt would gppear that a cr. defendant without the economic

. medla cans. “

A

FL

'b

" or political influence o nfto:tiu.ly contest the above situation is not
only subjsct to the denlal of due process but can alse expect his family
' -uﬁcr- to be jailed and franed for esdmin-d o5ffsnces while the same pud-
lishing industrles, eg, delendant, TIME, conyhin malf-rightecunly sdout

sooe distant country's corict:.ons or lagel qﬂ.n.

Further, it uca's that, by chancd, the sanme uodin-politicd
conbine that coalesced in thc Tatergate .nusti.ntion-prou:ution and
dmd.d full disclomure u'o out: of the same xack as thoss who pmncutod

plaintiff undsr said cr. indictment ond who are mow opposed to 47zlzgures, |

IX SUMMARY: the n'bo_n zentioned Percy hru.u Bas hereto fore,
sines he & the Govcr:-nmt. asnwuvered Pl:.int:i.tr :.ntu' mald indictmant pleas,
* besn glving a rumning coomsantary in the medis ocn bow ho {foreman) accom-
pliahed the feat, tlot he haz putlished malor;ou:ly tho epllogue to the

feoat in the 3TiR nq::‘.l.no vherein he mnmcln
. -190-
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%.eewifth t:e publicity, appellate couris are reluctant to
reverse becsusa it would bring down a heap of eriticisa froa
the publilic who are mot Isailiar with the ruls and Tegulation
of lav,..to find a Judge or a group of Judges with ebought
eourage would ox experience, be unexpected®, See, EX--¥.

A2+ That the defendants, TIKE in¢., George McMillian, LS ’lcnry Halle,
¥illias Bratford Hule, and Gerold Frank are guilty of the vislatian
as follows: . ‘

(a) of 1libeling pleintiff in said TIME articls with malicios intent.

AJ. That the defendants, TINE inc., George Mckillian, ¥, Menry Halle,
are guilty of the viclation aw follows: -

(a) of acting in collusion, by the saturs of said article and Lt's
* publiahing dats, ta influence the U.S. 6th circult court of appeals inm,
. Ray v. Roge, No. 73-1543, adverssly to bereln Pld.nutr. thus obmiructing
Justice and violat:l.n; pla..nurr'- civil riahta.
. ¥
M .-That defendant, :mu_uzm,u in addition guilty of the violatienm
as follows: _ ? - . 07
(&) of receving & publisiing malicious carerial from defeadants,
Huie & Frank, with a reckless diaregard for the truth or faleity of said
material thus coapounding Heiilliant's lidel,

45. That dctondant; Hule, 1a in addition suilty of the viplation as follows:

“{a) of 1ibeling with walicious inteny by falasly charging on a
CBS~TV special dated January 3, 1976, and hoated by Dan Rather, that Ylaint-
1ff had in effect surdered, Rev, Martin Luther Xing Jr., and, robled a
loan company in, Londom, England,

kg. That defendant, Hatlle, is guflty of the additional violationres follors:

~
‘.

(s} of violating Pln:!.ntit!'t civil rights with saliclous intant
by siding & abetting defendant, NeMillian, in his (ncmuu u) publiejing
said article, through furaishing MeMi11%an informatioa fru- the f1lem of
the Temnexzses Attornsy Ceneral’s office vulle he (Halle) was asst. Att. Gen.

(%) of Baving direst knowledge resulting from his temure ia the
Temnesses A.Q. of7ice and his association with the aforemeationed, Percy
Foresaa & William L. Barry, of the trutfulnees of allegation sads in eount-3
horein abn!c, thus violating Flaintiff's civil rights.

=191~



7. That defendants, Judge McRae L Srenda Pelliccilotti, are guilty of
the civil riguta violation as follows: ‘

{a) of deliderately withhrolding relevant portions of Plaintift's
transeript froms an appellate court, rafered to 1ia gouni—l# b above, and
thus contriduted substantially to that court--U.5. 6th eircuit court of
appeals--mistaining Judges McRas's sarlier raling therein agcinst Plasntiff,

43. That defendant, Judge McRae, is fa addition guRlty of the civil right's
violation az follows:?

) = LY
(a) of refuxing to act on a notion to taoke perpotuating testi-
mony from defendant, Huie, in the afore=entioned evidentiary hearing, re-
fered to in count~-14 ¢ above.

49 . That the Plaintiff 1g entitled to exesplary danages becaucse defendanis

' excluding Judka McRas & Pollicciottd., should be tanght that the culpabil-

“4ty of defandants in ¢r. irdictnents were intanded under the United States
conatitution to be decidaed 1::- courts of law rather thas through fraudnlsnt
aiszreprescentations in the comzercial couminicauons industry; and the othe:
two defendants that legal reguirsnents precede political considerations

or bipsuess ng;ﬁ.ut & particular litigant,

50. That as a iruult of the d'ohndantl actions cited herein the Plaintiff
has not only been ligeled in a maligant fashion but thoes who have the
ronpol;ﬁbmty of upholding i.itimtn conatitutional r_ights have by their
sollumive acts indirectly contributed to and encouraged the 1idel.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment froa defendants, ex-

bl

¥ -
‘¢luding Judge McRae, punitive dabages of Five hundred thousand dollars

Tespectivaly.

L Jaes E. Rey
Btatiocn—A

) : lnhrin-, Tsonesaes.
- Flaintifs /7\/?0}69@

, . ,192n.3
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State of Tennesaee } -
ERELBRY COUNIY

L J. A BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminel Couris of said County, do hareby cartify that the fore-

going_(3) FIVE Pagws mutaln s full, trus snd perfect copy of the
PETTTION FOR NAIVER OF TRIAL AND RPDUEST FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GULLTY AMD
ORDER AUTIDRIZING WATVER OF TRIAL AND ACCETTING PLEA OF CUTLTY AND

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WATVER AND ORIER - OF JAMES EARL RAY - BOCXET MMVEP R-16645

a3 the sams sppears of record now oa fils in my offics
* In Tetimony Wherso! 1 have bereunto st my hand and affixed the seal
of mid Court, at office, In the City of Memphis,

e 18 4w NG, 1576
/3! J.A.BLACKWELL Clerk
By c

suu dTmm IN THE CRIMINAJL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENN.
ERXLRY COUNTY X Mernphis, Tenn _ AUG,. 16,1976 19

L MILLIAM H, WILLIAMS . sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of sad
County Division 3 certily that J. A. BLACKWELL. who gave the foregaing certificate, lg now, and

wul!th.ﬂmdﬂn:ln;lhnm.ﬂuﬁduﬂ&md&-‘-ﬂﬁwﬂh.%dh&imﬂ&ﬂ
kis attastation i in due form, and his official acts, as wuch, are antitled to full faith and credit.

~ Witaem my hang, 16 ol A, 1976 _

.

State of Tennessee }
EXELRY ODUNTY

- —

L J. A BLACEWELL, Quark of tha Criminal Courts of mid County, certily that HON.
MILLIAY H. ML

lndInMnmnud&rﬁﬁuh,hnulmltthnﬁnadnnluﬁuum,uhnﬂpnndm;ludndﬂ-

+ whoas genuine official signature sppears to the above

&i-hdcmtDHd&L_qhudhﬁlenuﬂShhdmﬂ,iﬂ;mudmdmh-
fied, and that al his official acta, as such, are eatiled to full falth and eredis.

In Twtinooy Whersof I have harsunts set my band and affized the seal
of suld Court, st offies, in the Oty of Memphis,
thia 16 day of A%, 18926




I¥ THE SAZMSAAL GOVAT OF SHILSY L3UNTY, TENES3EC

DIVISION _ 111
: STATE OF TZNHESSEE ) i )
. Y : ., 26688 . -
L %‘éﬁi EARL RAY ' .
L SaUANT oo .
P PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOX
e ' ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUILTY
- That my trua full neme ix JAMES EARL RAY snd I ssxert that
R | proceedings cgalast ma should e bhod in the Deme which I herchy declare to be oy
' true noae, :
I . My sttorney in the ceuze 13 _ PERCY FOREMAN » vho vaz se-
_ lected snd reteined by ne,/who wes appointed by the Ceurt axxgxxe s O represent
me in this ceuse. and Hugh Stanten, Sr., Public Defender,
- . I have received o copy of the indictuent telore being called upoa to plead,

and I have resd snd discuased it with By atiorney, snd believe end Teel that I under-
stand the sccuzation made agoinst Be in this cese snd in cach case listed hereis. I
bareby waive the formal resding of the indictoent,

- t - T have told my sttorney the fects and surrounding circumstances »s Xnown

' to ma concerning the matters mentloned in the {ndictments, end belicve and feel that
xy sttoraey is Nlly inforced as %o all such wotters. My sttorney has inforoed ne
at ta the nsture end cause of soch sccuzation sgeinst me, snd a8 Lo a0y and ell

. poasible defenses I might have in thiz couse,

L d

LN

'

R ¥y sttorney hat advised me 83 to the punfahzent provided by lav for the
« '} effenses charged srd exbraced in the indictrzant sgeinst me. My attorncy has further
: - 5dvised that punishuent vhich the 1sv provides for the crima with which I sa charged
in the indictment is as follows:

Ii Mﬂﬂllmzlﬁﬂﬂ‘!ﬂt fn_the State Penitentiary for
L Alfs ar for some period of time nve; twenty (20) years

:.J .
and Lf sccepted by tha Court snd Jury my scntemca on » plen of guilty will bde:

canfinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99).

~

S { - It bas deen fully explained to me snd I uaderstand that I msy, i{f I so choose,
" plasd "Not Guilty”™ to any clfense cherzed sgainzt me, s2d that 4f I choose to plesd "ot
' Quilty” the Conttitution gusrantets and this Court will provide ce the right to s sp=cdy
i.. and public trisl by Jury; the right to ser snd hesr all witnecses against gs; the right
to use the power end process of the Court to comprll the production of sny evidence,
i « { 4neluding the sttendance of sny witness, in my favor; and the right to heve the sazis-
i taute of couniel in my defenze at 21l ateges of the procesdings,

§

L

.

+*
1

. In the exercize of my own free will snd cholce and without sny threst:s or
. prsasure of sny xind or promises of gei{n or faver from any scurce vhstsosver, snd deing
st Teg oy iy svare of the jotion I sm taking, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to
»* T oi’ Tateapt-cy ples ¢F guilty to the cherzes outlined herein. I hereby vaive sny right I
.. #2 © myor could have to & Hation for & Xev Trisl, nd/% an appesd,

Detendsnt [7]
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IR ZUT CRAIMEIAL CUURT OF DILEY COURDTY, TEXSESAE

-DIVISISH _111
STATE OF TREACSSLE .
!é ' Qi TaL AT
JAMES EARL _RaY '
DEFTADART .

ORDER AUTECRIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AiD x.tzr:rm
. FLEA OF GUILTY

‘This ceuse cams on for hscring before the Mosorchl

e W,
PRESTON BRATTLE » Judge of Divislion __I_L_! of the

Criminsl Court of Shelby County, Ternesse2, on the petition of the

- defendant, _ JAMES » Tor ¥aiver of trisl Yy Jury and

—— . e . - - -
awq ‘; AUT BUCEDNIDER ©

hereto end imnrpontnd by reference berein; upon stetementze sade in

the District Attorne
open Court by the dcrendsnt berein; his attornsysof ucord fthe Asslstcn

y Genera)

t

AttorneysGeoersl representing ths Etate of Tennessce; and from questioning

by tBec Court of defendant end kis counsel ip open Court; apd

IY APCEARDES TO THE CCURYT sf.ter careful considerstion thet khe
deflepdent harlin has been fully sdvised snd undc.rstont'.s his r.l;ht o a
trisl by Jury on the Eerits of the indietmant sgeinzt him, sn? thet the
defendsant bBerain does not elect to have o Jury dcten.dne kis guilt or

innocence under s plea of Nob Guilty; snd has volved the forzal reading

of the indicimant, AMD:

IT FURTIZR APFTARTSG TO THE COURT that ihe defendsnt intelligeatly

and understendingly walves his right to a trisl and af hiz om f.rn- vill

- -

and

cholce and without sry thrests or presgurs of any kicd or promises, other

that the recorzendation of the Ztsto as to punishrent: and does desire to

‘enter 8 ples of guilty end accept the recommendotion of the State os Lo

ponishoent, woives his right to » ¥otfon for & New %risl and/or sn epperl.

IT IS THERLFCRE, ORDERID, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the patition

filed herzin bt and tho zu=c 1s heredy grunied,

Enter this the ’CT-E:' day of _Mareh .n 196_9_-
o I 1 .
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JUDGE "James Earl Ray, stand.*

. JUDGE "Have yocur lawyers explained all your rights to you and deo

you understand thea?” e
. _ DEFENDANT  "Yes™
JUDGE

"Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jﬁry on the

charge of Murder in the First Degree zgainst you, the puaish-

nent for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by

Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of

S proof is on the State of Tennessee to prave you guilty be-

yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainﬁy and the de-

- cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and
punishment?

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would
e have the right to file a Motion for & New Trial addressed to
' the trisl judge? 1In the event of an adverse ruling against
you on your Motion for a New Trisl, you would have the right
to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-
. peals and the Supreme Court of T?nnessca and to fils a pe-
3 !} tition for review by the Supreme Court of the.United States?
' ,‘- Do you understand that you have all these rights?"
- f DEFENDANT  “Yes® | |

r“'l

. fi JUDGE 'You are entering a plea 9! Gullty to Murder in the First
) Degree as charged in the Indictment and sre compromising
‘ B and settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-nine
" years in the State Penitentiary. 1Is this what you want to
. b - dot™
i DEFENDANT  “Yes" )
JUDGE

"Do you understand that you are waiving, which mesns “giving
up", a formal trial by your Ples of Guilty although the laws

of this State require the prosecution to present cartain evi-

BT RPN

dence to a Jury in sll cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in
the First Degree?

- D o
- ' - ' a“.



Page 2
Vofr Dire

of Defendant on ¥aiver and Order

By your plea of guilty you sre alsc waiving your rights
to (1) Motion for a New Trial: (2) Successivcltppclls to
the Tennesses Court of Criminal Appeals snd the Supreme

Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by the suprent

“Court of the United States.

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DﬁFE%DANT

By your ples of guilt} you are also abandoning and
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Hotions
and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against
you In whole or iIn part, among them being:

= " 1. Motion to withdraw pléa and quash indictment

2. Motion to inspect evidencs

3. Motion to remove lights and cameras fros ;ail_‘H

4. Motion for private consultation with at;orney
5. Petition to suthorize defendant to tazke depo;itions

6. Wotion to permit conference with Huie

7. Motion to permit photographs

8. Motion to de;ignate court reporters

9. Motion to stipulate testimony

10. Suggestion of proper nene” -

"Yes™ _
“Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in
the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead
guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?”
"No"
"Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been
used on you to get you to plead guilry?®

leoll

Phoe weme: = Toodlme —wl o &
ATE FOU PAREUINE E V¥ @

this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under
such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of
Nurder in the First Degree under the law xs explained to

you by your lawyers?®

"‘Y [} ) -
o . P -~
» N

M\.. - ' | -198-



Pa 3
' Vof; Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order

JUDGE “Is this Plea of Guilty to Murder in the First Degree with

l sgreed punishment of ninety-nine years {n the State Peni-
tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and
sntersd by you?" .

DEFENDANT "Yos'!

JUDGE "It this Plea of Guilty on your

art *ha
-d = Al

- [ gy
¥ 41
free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding
of its meaning and consequences?” '
DEFENDANT  "Yes"

JUDGE "You may be seatred.™

| ‘/émw,,-:m.l b— F“"“"“\ L e
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EXHIBIT 18
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