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Aprll 13 J 1949 

For your inf.'ormation there i8 attached an analysis of docuaent-a 
obtained from JAY DAVID "Mtl'r1'AKER ClWIBEaS in connection nth thiS investi
gation. 

Baekgttround 

You will recall that CHAYBms, in a signe:i statOOlent on Deeanber 3, 1948, 
ad'/is$i that he had placed oertain dOCWlents in a manila envelope shortly arter 
breaking with the Communist Party in April, 1938. '!be manila envelope was 
~egad to have bean plac8i in a dumb-waiter shaft in the hO>lls ot the mot.her or 
UATHAU u;vr:m, the brotller-in-law or CHIJABtp.8.. 'rna analysis is broken dmm into 
'liile follo"Vti.ng eroups of documents. 

74-1333 
KWD/mr 

(1) The "CHAUBms" documents, l'thich were 65 pages ot typawritt&n 
material together with trur pieces of paper alleged to be in the 
handwriting ot AWm HISS. These documents were alleged to h.ave 
been obtained by CBA!lBmS trom AtOm HISS and 'Were excerpts or 
copies of State Department documents. 

(2) The ttpumpJdntl documents. Thes. cona1sted or two rolle or developEd 
film and three rolla of undevelopEd film 'Which were obtainEd £raa 
a pumpkin on CHAIIDm5' :Carm outside or Westminster, t!arylard, an:i 
t llrnacl ov~ to ~··,n.LTt;~ A. ~.;!o..m and 1)O;l~ '; s M J.:<ELL .. J!: t..h:$ Hu~e 
Committee on Un-Allerican Activities on Deca&ber 2, 1948. A descrip
tion or these doouaents is l1ated under Grand J'JrY' exhibits 47 and 
4S, 1¥hich are ItLotogra'[.hs of state Department documents, and Grand 
Jur:r <Uhibits 49 and ;1, ..,l1ich are }ilotograpbs ot Navy documEnts 
obtainSti from the Bureau or Standards. Grand JUt7 exhibit 50 was 
& 1·011 or film which 1IU light-etruck and could not be deyel~?ed. 

(.3) The"BARRI' DEXTER 1lHng'documents consist ot four pages or hand
writing on yellow lined paper alleged by CFWlBERS to be in the 
hand:writing of HARRY DEITER 'mlTE. Those documents were turned 
Cl'TfIr to the Baltimore ottice on Dec.ember :3, 1948. 
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April 13, 1949 

MEMORANDUM 

\t CHAMBER-Su DOCUMENTS , 

In connection with a civil action brought by ALGER HISS against 
WHITTAlcma CHAMBERS a pretrial deposition was conducted at Baltimore, Maryland 
on November 17, 1948. During the deposition CHAMBERS produced siity-five 
typewritten pages of material and ,four handwritten pieces of white paper. 
These documents are being referred to as the "CHAMBERS" documents. ,J\.ccording 
to CHAMBERS these documents were given to him by ALGER HISS in 1937 or 'in the 
early part of 1938. 

Origin of Documents 

In a signed statement dated December 3, 1948 CHAMBERS advised that 
the documents were deposited in a manila envelope which 'was hidden in a dumb
'waiter shaft in the home of the mother of N/l.TMN LEVINE, 260 Rochester Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York. This envelope Vias reported to have been placed in the 
dumb-waiter shaft in 1938 when CHAMBERS broke with the Communist Party. The· 
envelope was removed by CHAMBERS on Sunday, November 14, 1948, and the sixty
nine nCIUMBERS" documents were thereafter introduced at. the deposition in ' 
Baltimore. 

Referral/Consult 
Description of Documents 

- 1 - Kisseloff-25331 
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Referral/Consult 

FBI Laboratory Examination 

In a report to the Attorney General dated December 13, 1948 the Labora
tory advis ed that it was not possible to determine the age of the documents. 
Specimens en through ~4 were concluded to have been written by ALGER HISS, whose 
known handwriting is listed as Kc1 through Kc4, submitted by the Baltimore 
office on November 29, 1948. The Laboratory determined that the typing on 
specimens ~6 through QG9 compared most closely with ~ioodstock pica type spaced 
ten letters to the inch, a style of type made by Woodstock in 1929. ~5 was 
reported to compare most closely to the standards of type for the Royal elite 
type spaced twelve letters to the inch. ~6 through Q69 were identifie:i as having 
been prepared on the same typewriting machine as that used to prepare docUments 
designated as K17, IG2, It35, K40, K41 and K249, which are described below. 

Kisseloff-25349 
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10.7 is a two-page typewritten letter addressed to WALTER r4mBErTS, 
Boston, Massachusetts, dated January 30, 1933. It is purported to be an 
unsigned, unmai1ed letter beginning "On reading over my policy last weekll and 
relates to an insurance policy a11egoo.1y issued to ALGER HISS. This document 
was furnished the New York office by :Mr. EDllfARD C. McLEAN, Attorney for ALGER 
HISS, on December 10, 1948. This document was returned to Mr. McLEAN pursuant 
to his request on imecember 28, 1948 by :Mr. T. J. DONEGAN, Special Assistant 
to the Attorney General. 

102 is three pages of tYP.T.f.tten material entitled uDescription of 
Personal Characteristics of TDXar~"HOBSON.\t This document is dated September 

19, 1936 and was apparently an enclosure to a handwritten letter to PAUL L. 
,1\ BANFIELD ~ich is signed by ALGER HISS. This document, ~gether wftn a iett er 

'-crate.:iSeptember l~ 1936 bearing the signature PRIscrri,;huss referring to the 
application of TIMOTHY HOBSON for admission to the Landon School, was obtainei 
from Mr. PAUL L. BANFIELD, Headmaster, Landon School, Bethesda Post Office, 
Washington, D~ C., on December 12, 1948. Mr. BA,,NFIEID requestoo. that the 
material be used only in an investigation concerning the national defense of 
this country and was particularly desirous of not having the information made 
available to the House Committee on Un-A,merican Activities in arry form. He 
also advised that attorneys for both HISS and CHAMBERS had requested access 
to his file but had been refused. K32 was delivered to Mr. T. J. DONEGAN in 
New York City by Special Agent JONES of the Washington Field Office on . 
December 14, 1948, together with the other documents furnished by Mr. BA,NFIELD. 

FBI 105 is a typewritten letter addressed to Miss ~HELLINGS, Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania, which was enc10sei in an envelope postmark

i
e4 December 

6, 1931 which beg~s )'Dr .• PELTZ, my physician" and is signe:i DAIS FANSTER., a 
sister of Mrs. ALG~o/\~SS. This document was obtainoo. from FMNKLI H. PRICE, 
librarian for the Fre's Library of Philadelphia, on December 13, 1948. This 
document was transmitted to the Justice ·Department 'as an enclosure to a memo
randum to Mr. ALEiCANDER M. CAl\w.BELL, ~ssistant .!I,.ttorney General, dated March 
3, 1949. ' 

- -- 1\40 is a. one-page typewritten letter to WALTER. GtSCHELKFR, New York 
City, dated February 17, 1933, and is signerl ALGER HISS. This docwnent was 
obtained from Mr. LEO D. FITZGERALD, Associate Counsel, Equitable Life Insurance 
Society of the Unitei States, in response to a subpoena served on December 13, 
1948. A carbon copy of this document had been previously furnished by Mr. 
McLEAN, Attorney for HISS, on December" 10, 1948, and was returned at his 
request on December 28, 1948. K40 was transmitted to the Department of Justice 
as an enclosure to a memorandum to Mr. ALEXANDER M. CAMPBELL, Assistant A,ttorney. 
General, dated March 3, 1949. 

K41, a typewritten letter dated May 25, 1937 addressed to Mrs. Vi. M. 
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HILLEGEIST, Director of Admissions, University of Maryland, 13a;1.timore, Maryland, 
.>eginning ItI am s,ending to your office today," and signed PRISCILLA FANSLER 

,A\IiI~, was obtained by the Baltimore office from Mrs. FLORENCE""T-:-sTAFFbRD~ 
assistant in th,e registrar IS office, University of Maryland, on December 14, 
1948. K41 1;J.as been returned to Mrs. STAFFORD by the Baltimore office. 

K249 is three typewritten pages captioned "President I s Report for the 
Year 1936 to 37tt and is reported to have been a report submitted by Mrs. ALGER 
HISS at the expiration of her term of office as presdient .of the B:r;-yn Mawr 
Alumni Association in 1937. This document was obtained from Mrs. HENRY L. 
ABBOTT, 2205 California Street, Northwest, Wash,ingto:q., D. C., and forwarded to 
the Laboratory on January 7, ;1.949. After the examinat~on it was returned to 
MIls. ABBOTT by the Washington Field Office. 

Referral/Consult 

- 21 -
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THE uPUMPKIN" DOCUMENTS 

Mr. JAY DAVID 'VVHITTAKER CHAMBERS, in a signed. statement dated. December 
3, 1948, advised that three cans of undeveloped film and two strips of developed 
film which had been in a manila envelope hidden in a dumb-waiter shaft of the 
home of NATHAN LEVINE's mother, 260 Rochester Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, had 
been turned over to investigators for the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities at Westminster, Maryland, on December 2, 1948 in response to a 
subpoena. Mr. CHAMBERS advised. that the film contained photographs of " 
original documents taken from the State Department and the Bureau of Standards. 
He alleged that the bulk of the documents from the State Department were 

,\~btained from ALGER HISS, the remainder having been received. from _JJJ..LlAN. 
if\~~LEIG~ 

'VIILLIAM A. VlHEELER, 3924 Southerp. Avenue, Southeast, Viashington, and 
DONALD T. APPEIJ.., 3241 Terrace Drive, Silver Hill, Maryland, investigators 
employed by the House Committee on Un-American Activities, on December 2, 1948 
at 10:45 PM received from CHAMBERS at his farm near Westminster, Maryland, 
five rolls of 35-millimeter film 'Which CHAMBERS took from a hollowed-out 
pumpkin. Two rolls of the film had been developed. and three rolls were 
unprocessed. ·The developed. film was identified with the date 12/2/48 and the 
initials wr by IIffiEELER and APPELL. The undeveloped film was processed by 
PHILLIP L. SCHMITZ of the Veterans Administration and was identified by the 
date 12/3/48 and the initial W by Mr. VJEEELER. This film was subsequently 
identified on December 13, 1948 in the office of Mr. T. J. DONmAN, Special 
Assistant to the Attorney General, New York City, as G.J. 47, 48, 49, 50 and 
51. These documents were photographed. by the FBI Laboratory bn December 14, 
1948 and are described below. In identifying the ltpumpkin" films with State 
Department documents Mr. DAVID A. Sl\LMON, 3223 Klingle Road, Northwest, Vfash
ington, D. C., advised the State Department kept 1taction\t copies of communica
tions and a microfilm of an "information" copy of the same document and that 
the "information" copy 'V'TaS destroyed. 

- 22 -
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Qc74 and Qc75 

FBI Laboratory Examination 

The Laboratory concluded that the originals of the photo
graphs ~c74 and Q075 and the originalt~n.formation'oopy of vmich 
K0549 and K0550 are photographs were both made by the same tRef;;;-;ral/consult 
run. 

Distribution 

A.-S; TA. 

~c76 Through ~091 

FBI LaboratoEY Examination 

It was concluded that page 2 through page 16 of the original 
document represented by the microfilm Kc552 through Kc566 and ~c77 
through Qc91 w;ere typed during the same typing run. It was also 
concluded that page 1 of the document represented by microfilm Kc551 
was a different document than the or~ginal represented by the micro
film Qc76. Hm~ever, the wording in each paragraph of Kc551 is 
verbatim with that appearing on Qc76. 

Distribution 

A-S, TA. 
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FBI Laboratory Examination 

It was concluded that the original documents represented 
by the photograph~ ~c92 through ~c95 were different from thEReferral/Consult 
originals represented by the microfilm Kc567 through' Kc569A. It 
was determined, however, that the wording in each photogr.aph is 
verbatim. 

Distribution 

A-S, TA. 

Qc96 Through QclQ9 

FBI Laboratory EOCamination 

It was concluded that certain marks appearing on the micro
film Kc570 through Kc583 appear in the same relative position on 
the photographs Qc96 through ~cl09 indicating that they were 
probably produced from the same original document. However, there 
are marks appearing on Kc570 through Kc583 and not on Qc96 through 
Qcl09 and vice versa which may be due to the different processes 
involved in the reproduction of the documents. The differences, 
in the absence of the original document, prevent a definite conclu
sion. The Laboratory, however, concluded that Kc570 through Kc583 
and ~c96 through Qcl09 were reproductions of a common typing run. 

Distribution 

U, A-S, EA. 

-24- Kisseloff-25354 



\ . 

b3 

e~ll () Through DclV) 

Referral/Consult 

FBI Laboratory Examination 

Distribution 

S, U, C, A-M, A-S, A-l'f, PA/H, PAin, FE, EU, R1\, NE. 
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FBI Laboratory Examination 

Distribution 

Qcl17 Throu ·cl19 

Referral/Consult 

FBI Laboratory Examination 

It was concluded that due to the differences between the 
microfilm Kc591 through Kc593 and ~cl17 through Qcl19, possibly due 
to the different processes of reproduction, a positive identifica
tion c.ould not be made. However, it was determined that the 
originals of Kc591 through Kc593 and of Qcl17 through Qcl19 were 
made by one stencil or a common typing run. 

Distribution 
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Referral/Consult 
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film. 

A27 and A28 are indistinct and unidentifiable. 

A29 is unidentifiable. 

A30 through A34 were unidentifiable due to the poor quality of the 

A35 and A36 were unidentifiable. 

Referral/Consult 

- 30 -
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Classification 

Distribution Referral/Consult 

I-IARRY DEX:TER 'WHITE DOCUMENTS 

Des cription 

Documents which are referred to as the HARRY DElCTER 'WErrE documents 
are described: as four pages of handwriting material on yellow lined paper, 
three of the pages having 4andwriting on both sides. The documents were 
turned over to the Baltimore office of the Bureau by RICHARD F. CLEVELA]ID, 
.A.:ttorney for JAY 1riiHITTA,KER CHAMBERS, on December 3, 1948. These documents, 
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according to CHAMBERS, were in a manila envelope hidden in the dumb-i\~iter 
of the home of his brother-in-law's mother in Brooklyn, New York. These 
documents were designated as Q70 through Q73 as follows. 

Referral/Consult 
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