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ENCLOOURES TO BUREAU 
Wi th report of SA JOHN B. VAN ETTEN 
dated October 1$., 1?49 at Washington, D. C • 

. / 

1 set of the floor plan of the house at 1245 30th St., N.W. 

1 set of photographs of exterior of 3415 Volta Place taken in Fall of 1935 

1 set of photographs of interior of .3415 Volta Place - October, 1937 

1 Bet of photographs taken in or about September, 1935 - wall and 
house at 3415 Volta Place. 
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Wall and house at 3415 Volta 
place taken in or about 

September, 1935 
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W~ll and house at 3415 Volta 
Place taken in or about 

September, 1935 

71/ -/g352-C/fftf7 
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Wall and house at 3415 
Volta Place taken in or 

about September, 1935 
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MRS. TALLEy SITl'ING ON WALL AT 
FRONT OF 341, VOLTA PlACE HOUSE. 
IT IS THIS AREI WHICH WAS l!:XCAVATED 
AND THE ONE ROOM ADDITlION MADE IN 
1947 
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FRONT DOOR AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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7 

TAKEN AT REAR or HOUSE VITTH CAYJERA 
POINTING T~lARD VOLTA PLACE 
3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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5 

CAMERA POINTING TOWARD VOLTA PLACE 
SHO~LNG EAST SIDE OF HOUSE AND BRICK 
TERRACE - 3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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6 

TAKEN AT REAR OF ~OUSE SHOWS DOOR 
OFF TERRACE INTO HALLWAY AND DOOR 
OFF TERRACE INTO IJ!VING ROOM 
3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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CAMERA POENTING '):'OWABD VOLTA 
PLACE SHOlVING REAR OF HOUSE 
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REAR OF HOUSE SHOWING EDGE OF 
TERRACE OFF OF LIVING ROOM AT 
3415 VOLTA PLACE . 
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4 

KATHERINE FLANAGAN AND MRS. TALLEY AT 
FRONT DOOR AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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3 

CAMERA TOWARD BACK YARD SHOVllNG BRICK 
TERRACE OFF OF LJ!VING ROOM AT 3415 
VOLTA PLACE 
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49:"2 and 493 

BATHROOM WALL AT ERNEST SHEPARD'S APAR'rMENT 

, 
"> 
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491 

8 
BEDROOM WITH F.l!REPIACE AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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489 

LIVING ROOM NORTH WALL AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 

490 

BEDROOM WITH FIREPLACE AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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487 

LIVING ROOM NORTH WALL FIREPLACE AND STAIRWAY AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 

482 

LIVING ROOM, WEST WALL FIREPLACE AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 

. .J 
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DINING ROOM JITREPLA'CE ON WEST WALL AND DOOR TO LIVING ROOM ON NORTH 
ViALL AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 

486 

DINING ROOM FIREPLACE ON WEST WALL AND 1'f.fNDOW' ON SOUTH WALL 
LOOKING OUT ONTO VOLTA PLA'CE AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 
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MRS. TALLEY J:N FRONT OF THE LIVING ROOM NORTH WALL FIREPLACE AT 
3415 VOLTA PLACE. THE STAIRWAY ON THE RIGHT ·LEADS UP TO THE REAR 
BEDROOM 

484 

MRS. FLANAGAN SITTING AGINST THE EAST WALL OF THE LIVING ROOM 
AT 3415 VOLTA PLACE 

Kisseloff-28076 



,.--, . , 

',.:.:""'. 
~ rj ,;", 

; .. ;,.,~ ... '~D~1~ 
~ .(l-lO •• 9) 

Joozmlfo.l 
THI. ~ CftIClIHA'l'lli:DAY '.NEW YORK 

, Itm'OItT MADS AT DATlf <'!'fDt PCIlIOD POft"WH1CIt MADI: .. ..,.... 
/O/J f / c/- 9 10/J0.7 ,10,11/49 

.\ .' 
JOHN B. VAN ETTEN 

" ~OI'~ 

PERJURY . 
JAY'DAVrp YlHITTAKER CHAMBER$, was. et 'a1 ESPIONAGE .. 'R 

INTERNAL SECURITY .. a 
: SYNQPSIS OJI' FACTS: . 

APl"ROVID AND • 
'I'OltWAJmlZll 

" 

.. 

., 

Floor plan 1245.30th Street, NoWo furni~hed. 
3415 Volta Place, ·N. Wo·was three bedroom 

: 'house at"the time HISSe~ moved from 30th 
Street ~ouseo 30th Street.house had two, 
bedr90m~. 'Comparisons as to room areas 

: ~de.Volta. Place living room larger than" 
30th Street' living room and third bedroom 
Volta Place,larger than eith~r bedroom 30th 
Street. .However, 30th Street, dining ,rQoin and 

,kitchen larger than those ,at Volta Place and 
,two bedrooms or 30th Street. house larger than .. 

'two bedrooms:V91ta Place house. If 30th Street 
house completely furnished, only additional 
furnishings req~ired Vio'uld be for third bedroom, 
in order to furnish Vol t~ Place hOllse'. Photo ... 
,graphs of exter'ior and interior 3415 Vol taPlace 
furnished. " 

, . ~ " P 'J... .. . 
I 

B~eau 'Fij.e No o 74 .. 1333 , . 
. Report of Special AgentR. F: X. 0 'KEEFE, 
'dated Augus't 18; 1949 at New York City' 
Report .of Special A;gent F;RA,NCIS J. PUANE, 

..... dat~~. Qctober 10, 1949 ~t Yfashington, D., C~ 
Report of Special Agent JOHN;B. VAN ETTEN, 

"dateq. Sep:~mber 30, 1949 at Washington, 1:). C. : 
'New' York letter' dated:August 29,1949 . 
New, Y.ork letter da:t;ed July ,,26, 1949 

.I 
, co:II'lD 01' THI.'RIPOIn' , . 

(5)_. Bureau (Enclosures) ." . " : Kisseloff-28077 
4,- New'York (65-14920)(Enclosures~ ' 

(1 - SMG T. J. DO~AN) .. , REG' MAIL 
3 .. Washington. Fi~ld ', ' ' 

,.. 

.o. _. 

J 
.. ,~------------------------~--~--~------~~~ .. ~--"--~--~ 

PROPERTY OF "FB~" -' Tbis, c,onri~eiit~, repo~t ,a~4 its, contents are 1~ed. to .jo:u 'bY 
the . FBI , a:nd ,are' not, ~o be d:istr1bt,lted;outside 'of agency to which loaned.,' " , 
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DETAILS: .. AT. WASHINGTON t D. C.~ 

Ref~renced repor~ ofSpec1al Agent ·R. F.. 'X. O'KEEFE sets' fo~th a 
review of the pertinent.inf.ormation·and testimony prepared by Ass~stant 
Director E. ;r. CONNELLEY conce.rning ':the :wi thdra;'ial .of '$400 from the' j o,f;nt 
account of ALGER, and ;PRIS'CILLA· HISS at. the. Riggs ·National Ba~k, Washington,:' 

. D •. Co on November-,19; 19,370 ' , ' ". ..' . ... ' ' 

TESTIMONY OF WHITTAKER CHA~1BERs 

At .the trial. WHITTAKER. CHAMBERS 'testified' 'that h~borrowed ~~400: 
from ALGER HISS in November, .19.37. to purch8:se a car, and' th~t this:.lQan·, . 
practically 'eliminated the' ·J!:ISSes! 'j'oint sav-:i.ngs account. . ' . ..' ,. 

: TESTIMON¥:? ,OF PRISCILLA HISS 
. . 

. A transcr~pt of thi's'account reflects that the sUnr'of $400 ~as 
withd,rawn. November ·19, ·¥M9-.1e~vinga bal~:nce of $40 0 46. 

' , ' 
, . 

.' .' 193,7 '. '. 
PRISCILLA. HISS· 'testified '(page' 2287 trial transcrip:t) that . 

purchases were 'made during the .months" of November and: ·Decemb~r, 1937. . 
in contemplation of thefr move to V 6,1ta Place ~ The . entire ,$400 was .expended' .. 
in !Dakibg various miscellane.ou6 p~chases for cash. 'She tes.tified that the' , 
purchases were made. to furnish the.Volta.Place house where .they had more .. . · : 
rooms and the rooms were· l~rger requi:dng additional furniture'. . ' . . . . 

. STATEMENT 'OF, MRS. TALLEY 

. Referenced report of Special Agent' . FRANC IS. J. DUANE reflected 
the statement pf Mrs. ·.TALLEY to .the effect that ·the HISSes were not· . co 1;1 ... 

sidering .rental of the Volt~ 'Place house .until subsequept t·o· the .placemeht· . 
. of' th~ adv~rtisement in the ne~spaper •. The'advertisement appeared December · 
5, . ,1.937. Since. thE! 'Yi thdra.wal of $400 was on Npvember 19, 1937 Mrs ~ TALLEY 's, 
statement contr.overts·the, HISSes' contention that the money was withdrawn to 
furnish'the ' Volta Place house. 

COMPARISON OF THE VOLTA PLACE AND 30TH. STREET HOUSF~ 

.Despite the fact that)Ars. TALLE¥'s statement directly controvert~~·.' 

." 

the HISSes' testi$ony reg~rding the purchase of furnitur.e for the Volta Place. 
house' :on :the bas;i;s ofa co~itment in Novemper, 1937, considera:tion· is, given', 
as to w4a:t additional £urnitqre would. have beE!n required fo!-" tpe Volta' Plac~ . 
house . 

PRISCILLA HISS testified that the. Volta Place hous~ had more rooms 
than. the 30th Street house and .the.rooms 'wer~ larger requiring additional 

. furniture. ' 
Kisseloff-28078 
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Furnished ~s an enclosure· to re~erenced report or Special A'gent . JOHN· " 
·B. 'VAN ETTEN was th~ floor plan 9f the i'ol ta Place house. Furnj,shed as an . 
enclosure'withhinstant reuo~t_ia_the .flQD~Dlanof·the 30th Street house, also 
prepareC1 oy 't e' ofl'1ce or ·J.'Eu.N~ F. DO~lJ!Jt. . . 

. ·R,eferring to .these flooi- ·plans it 'is not~d that the·Volta.Piace house 
has three bedrooms'whereas the 30th Str~~t'housa has .only two ·Bedrooms. Other 
than '.this 'each house has the same number of rooms o' ... . . 

. . 
" The .. enclosed prints of' the 30th Street house are marked . to show the . 

square footage of individual r~)Omso' The ·square· footage was not provided w~th 
the Volta· Place floor plan put is ·set ·out below. The. ~ca~s used on both the 

. plans .of the 30th Street and Volta p+aoe 'hous~s is one~quarter ~nch tp on~ 
footo Referring to the plans. of the Volta Place and 30th Street hou~es the' . 
following 'comparisons are noted: 

. ,., 

RooJll Squar~ fe~t, per room . SquB:re fest per .. ro~m . 
of Volta Place pouse ~of ~Oth Str.eet ~~u~e 

Living 'room 
pining room 
Bedroom 

"".Bedroom 
Kitchen 

Additional bedroom·,i,· . 
at Volta Pia.cs ." . 

342 
150 
133 

S7 
-1tL 

779 
.J..2Q.. 

"" 929 .. 

290 
175 

."136, 
112, ' 

.JJ.2.. .. 
8~8 ,'. 

If the 30th Str.eet house was completely furr:jlished at the ·tim~ the' 
HISSes moved to Voita Place the only additional furniture wh~ch would' have 
been required for the Volta Place house would be that necess~ry to furnish. 
th~ third. bedroom • 

. ' The statement by Mrs. HISS that· the Volta. Place house had more r.o~m~ 
than. the 30th Street house is correct in that there.was,one additional b~~room.· 
.Tilt;;!· second' floor porch' on the. Vlbi ta Place :house ·'c~nnot .. be" confd.dered:·;il·:"e~tra·: : 
room as 'i t is completely putdoors c There would be no need 'to +urnish ·this 
porch at lea~t d~ring the ' winter mO,nthso 

. Mrs. HISS's statement that the.rooms in the Volta Place'house 
were larger is open to question. The living room of the' Volta Piace hou~e 
was 52 :~quare feet larger than. tP.~t of the 30th Street .hou~e. However, t~e 
dining; room of the 30th Street hou.se w~s 25 squ~re t'eet larger th~n tha:t !=>f . 
tl;te Volta Place houE?eo Eliminating the' 150 square foot bedroom from the 
c'omp~r:i,so"n, the 30th Street bed'rooms totai 248 square 'feet as ag~inst· 220 
sq~are. feet for the Vq)..~a Place bedroomso . . . . 

. . 
, Comparison 'in bedroom sizes of ·.the two houses may be considered:. in 

another way. The Voita'Place house had' three b~~6oms with a totai ;al,"sa of 

K,isseloff-28079 
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370 square feet or an average of i23 square feet per room. The 30th Stree,t 
house had, two bedrooms .totaling,248 square feet or 124 square feet, per room. 

Although a kitchen requires little 1f',any furnishings , it is noted 
that the'30th Street house kitchen was some 48 square feet larger than the 
kitc~en, of the Volta Place houseo 

MISCELLANEOUS HOUSE FURNISHINGS 

Nll"s. HISS testHied th.at she had ,purchased furnishings and ' furniture 
for almost eyery room in the Volta Place house but that other than the bedroo~ 
for TIMMIE she did ' not furnish'the other room~ entirely. 

As reported in referenced report of Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN, " 
Mrs 0 ARTHUR ALEXANDER advised,$pecial Agent CARL F. MAISCH that when she 
inspected. the Volta Pla~e house in' 1943 prior to purchasing said ' hou~e she 
noticed that the living room 'as well as the rest of ,the house was 'very scantily' 
furnished. ' " 

Mrs,o HISS enumerated specific items which were purchased with the 
~Moo. She testified, "Well I first furnished a room for TIMMIE which is my 
first inter~st. I bought a metal bed and mattress. We had been 'using an 
old antique 4 ... post~r" which we still have," on 30th Streeto" 

In referenced report of Special Agent JOHN B. VAN E')?TEN it was 
pointed 'cut that Mrs. EDWARD D. HOLLANDER recalled that there was a bed in 
the living room by the stairway of the HISSes' house on 30th Street at 
the time she, Mrs. HOLANDER, inspected their house. Mrs. HOLLANDE!t waS. ' 
recontacted as to this bed and she' described ' it as a ,studio couch ' or a 
day bed which had neither a Qack nor arms nor cushions. She· said it· a·;l.so, 

"might be described as a box couch 'but ,that as it had 8'f)spread or cover , . 
completely covering it she is not c,ertain as to 9xa,ctly what kind of e;-.,~q 
it was. She stated the only reason she recalls it bow is that sbe l,iers>~lf ' 
had nothing like it. As to ' the rest of the furniture in the 30th ,Street 
house Mrs.' HOLLANDER was unable to recall just ,what it consisted of although 
she felt th~t the house was comple~ely furnished. " , 

Referenced New York le~ter 4ated July 26, 1949 sets forth ,testimony 
of PRISCILLA HISS to the effect that she purc~ased an unkno~n number', of--wal!dr:r. 
of 'pongee for curtains. She got a, l()t of themo On cross examination, ; ac~ord~ 
ing to referenced ' letter', she indicated that this material was · pur'chased, for. 
~ lot of cottage windows,in t~e rear of the Volta Place ~ouse. ' 

During the interview with Mrs. 0. , V. TALLEY; in referenced report 
of 'Special Agent JOHN .B.' VAN ETTEN, she advised that she had left her curtains 
in ,the living room for Mrs. 'HIS$. Mrs. TAI.LE;Y it will be recalled des:cribed 
them as plum-colored curtains which matched the wall paper. Su~s~quent to 
the 'HDSSes' moving into the Volta ~lace ' house, Mrs o TALLEY was in the ,house 
and noti~ed that' the curtains were no longer plum colored. Mrs. HISS at 
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this time told ·Mrs. TALLEY that the curt~ins were the same ~urtains but that 
she, Mrs. HISS, had merely remov.ed the color and continued to use the rn~terial 
as c.urtains for the living room; 

Since the living room·of the Volta Place house is at the rear of . 
the house,. the cottage windows referred to by Mrs. HISS must pertain to the 
windows on the second floor since she did not require or use new 'curtains in 
the' living ·roomo Referring to page' 1 .of the Volta Place floo~ plan and of 
th~ enclosed exterior photographs of the Volta Place house,' it would appear 
that the cottage windows at Volta Place house are five in number. . .' 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE EXTERIOR OF ..3415 VOLTA PLACE 
FALL.OF 1935 

Mro ERNEST S. SHEPARD furnished a photograph' album' containing 
various photographs incl.uded among which were shots of the Volta' Place house. 

,These photographs were not individually dated, but the photographs in tne ' 
albUm which preceeded those of the ,Volta Place house are dated August.25, 

. '193'5, September 1, 1935 and September all 1935. Sibce KATHERINE' FLANAGAN 
. purchased the Volta Place house in October, 1935 and the da:te these , 
photographs were' taken is subsequent to October, ~935~ these photographs· 
are being furnished as enclosures for information as it is not known 
whether or not they will serve any evidentiary purpose. 

The photographs are numbered on the reverse:side 1 through 9 
and a descriptipn is placed thereon as' follows: 

Photograph N~.o Description 

1 Camera pointing toward Volta 
Place showing rear of house 

2 . Rear of house showing edge of 
terrace off of living room .. 

3 Camera toward back yard' ~howing , 
brick terrace off of living room 

. 4 KATHERINE FLANAGAN and 'Mrs 0 TALLEY 
at ' the fron~ door 

'5 Camera' pointing tow~rd Yol ta Place 
'showing east side of house and 
brick terrace 

6 Taken.at rear of house -shows, 
door. oft of "terrace into hallway 
and door off ot,t~rrace into 

ll~ying ropm 
Kisseloff-28081 
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J:hotograph No 9. 

7 

8 

9 

Desc~iEti911 

Taken at rear of house with camera 
pointing toward Volta Place 

Front door of Volta Place 

Mrs. TALLEY sitting on wall at front 
,of Volta Place house. It is this 
are~ which was excavated and the one 
room addition made in 1947 

The photograph album from which these photographs were taken is 
being enclosed with this report. . 

Referring to page 1 of the Volta Place house floor plan which was 
furnished with referenced report of Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN, it is 
.noted that th~ area to the rear of the brick terrace off the living room is 
entirely flagstone. Pho~ograph number 5 above sbows only a flagstone walk 
in this area. Mrs. TALLEY has advised that this area was a drainage problem 
and that the flagstones were ·,laid prior to the HISS oC'cupancy of the Volta 
Place houseo Photograph number 5 was taken prior to the laying of the 
f+agstones. This is pointed out to prevent ~ny confusion arising in the' 
event :,that this brick terrace is shown to be tbiF.sLOned"'in porch referred 
to' 'oj Mrs 0 CHAMBERS. 

Photographs numbered 1, 2, 6 and 7 show that the upstairs porch 
is compl'etely out of door as is the terrace off the living room' • 

. PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE INTERIOR OF 
Jt.15 VOLTA PLAqE .. OCTOBERs 1937 

. Referenced report of Special Agent FRANCIS J. DUANE sets out the 
manner in which ERNEST S. SHEPARD took, develoPed, printed, and indexed his 
pq~)'hographso On page 15 of Agent DUANE's report. reference is made to photo .. 
graphs from negatives numbered 483 through 491 which were taken in October, . 
193'7 of the interior of the Volta' Place house. The house had j1,lst been 
redecorated and the wallpaper that appears in these 'pb.otographs ~s the wall .. 
paper that was there during the' period of the HISS occupancy. 

The photographs from SHEPARD's negatives 483 through 491 are 
enclosed and described on the reverse side as set· out below; 

Negative No. D~cription , 

Mrs. TALLEY,in front of the' living room 'north 
wall fireplace. The stairway, ontbe right 
leads up to the rear bedroom 

Kisseloff-28082 
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• 
Negative No,g. 

484 ... 

486 

~.' . 

·488 

489 

490 

491 . 

- ~ 

492 and 493 

• 
Description 

Mrs. FLANAGAN sitting against the east 
·wall of _the living room 

Dining room fireplace on west wall and 
door to l~ving room on north wall 

Dining room fireplace on west wall and 
windqw on south wall looking out ~nto 
Vol ta Place -

Living room horth wall fireplace and 
stairway 

Living room ~ west wall fireplace 

Living room ... north wall 

Bedroom ~ith fireplace 

Bedroom with fj.replace 

Ba throom wall ~ ERNEST SHEPARD's 
apartment 

These ·photographs all appear in SHEPARD f S September, 19.37 .. De'cember l' 
19.37 ph9tograph album which will be forwarded under separate cover ~s i-nq.-icated 
in re~erenced r~port of Special Agent FRANCIS J. DUANEo 

The photographs of the living room and dining room show the pattern 
or design of the wall paper and was· the same in both roomso In this conpeCltion 
referenced New York letter dated August 29 l' 1949' referred to the collateral 
issue which arose.concerning the description of this wall paper. ~eferenced. 
letter indicates that CHAr~ERS recalled that mulberries were predominant in 
the wall paper design. Referenced r~port of Special Agent JOHN B. VAN'$T~EN 
set forth the interviews with Mrs. O. V. TALLEY and Mrs. ARTHUR ALEXANriER in 
which they described the color of the wall paper design or pattern ~s plUm, 
mauve:i.?~' mulberry ... all of which they said are practically the saJile. , 

_ Mrs. , ,TALLEY described 'the pattern as ,a repeated colonial designo 
r~s. ALEXANDER described ,the design as depicting a wishing well with a bending 
treec Mrs. HISS according to referenced letter stated that the wall paper was 
of -scenic' desj"gn con"\!aining a landscape with-' repeated designs of trees and ' 
Ii ttle 'houses-" 

Referring to the enclosed photographs it would appear that Mrso 
A~NDER's description of the patter~'more closely coincides than ~oes either 
that of Mrs. TALLEY or 1~s. HISSo The design does not appear to be 'a landscape 
with repeated designs of trees and little houses as stated by Mrs. HISS. 
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As set out in referenced report of Special Agent VAN ET.TEN. r~modeling 

01'3415 Volta Plac~ commenced in June~ 1935 under building permit noo 181259~ 
dated June lOp 19350 This permit 'Was filed at the District Bui1ding~ Washington, 
Do o. Filed with the permit are photographs' of the Volta Place 'house which were 
taken td show the disputed location of the east brick wall which had just been 
completed and 'Was located on the east property lioeo The specific dates that 

. these photographs were taken is not indicated but they would have been taken 
in or about the month of· September, 1935 as that is the time when the dispute 
over the location of the wall aroseo 

Oopies of these photographs are being submitted as they do ~how the 
fro,nt wall and entrance of the Volta Place house as in1 tially constructed and 
also show the tree ' which OOLLIER removed in zhe0yearJ 1947 at the time the one 
room addition was constructedo These photographs are numbered on the reverse 
side and described thereono 

ENOLOSURF13: To Bureau = 1 set 01' the floor plan of the house at 1245 
30th Street, No W. 

1 set of photographs of the exterior of 3415 
Volta Place taken in the fall of 1935 

1 set of photographs of the interior of 3415 
Volta Place ~ October, 1937 

1 set of photographs taken in or about September, 
1935 p wall'atid'hous~ at 3415 Volta Place 

To New York ~ 4 sets of house plan for 1245 30th Street, No Wo 

2 sets of photographs of exterior 3415 Volta 
f.l~ce in fall 1935 

2 sets' of photographs of interior of 3415 
Volta Place ~ October, 1937 

2 sets of photographs taken in or about 
September, 1935 - wall and house at 3415 . 
Volta Place 

1 photograph album of ERI{E$T S. SHEPARD 
for year 1935 

PEN D IN G 
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WFO 7.4""94 • • 
~ NEW YORK OFFICE: 

At New Yorks New Yor~ 

Will return photograph album of ERNEST 
S. SHEPARD when there is no further use 
for tho 

THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE~ 

At WashingtQ.l12._.D.~_Jk 

Will continue inve$:tigation in this 
matter as direoted by the office of' origin 
and the Bureauo 
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