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Deséription of Documents: . o Referral/Consult

April 13, 1949
MEMORANDUM

NCHAMBERS'". DOCUMENTS _ - | ‘}\‘

In connectlon with .a - cn.v:.l ‘action brought by AILGER ‘HISS aga:mst
VWHITTAKER CHAMBERS ‘& pretr:.al depos:.tn.on was conducted at Baltimore, Marylard
on ‘Novembér 17, 1948, Dur:.ng £he depos:,tn.on GHAK!BBRS aproduced s:.xty—-f:.ve
typewr:\.tten pages. of material and: four handwr:.tten piéces of white paper.
‘These documénts areé being referred bo as’ the "CHAMBERS" documents.. According
to- CHMEBERS these documénts ‘were: g:.ven to h:.m by ,ALGr.R HISS ‘in 1937 ordn the
garly part, of 1938. P g % -y . R
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In a ‘signéd statement dated December 35.1948" CHAMBERS advn.sed that.
the documents were: depos:.ted ing mam.la envelops - wh:.cﬁ was. hn.dden in .2 dumb-
waiter -shaft in the home: of. thé mother of NATHAN U:‘-V’INE 260»Rochester Avenus;
Brooklyn, New York. ‘This envelope ‘wWas reported to have been placed in- the
dumb-waiter shaft in 1938 Jhen: ‘CHAMBERS' broke Wwith the Commun:.st Party, The
envelope vias removed by CHAMBERS’ on Sunday, “November 14, 1948 and the s:.xty—
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Referral/Consult

FBI La‘borato‘ry Examination

In a report to the Attorney Géneral: dated December 13, 1948 the Labora-
tory advised that- it was not possible to determine. the age of. the documents.
Specimens Q1 through Q4 were concluded to have been written by ALGER HISS, whose
known handwriting is listed as Xcl through Kc4, submitted by the Baltimore
office on November 29, 1948. The Laboratory <determined that the typing on
specimens. Q6 through Q69: compared most closely with Woodstock pica type spaced
ten letters to the inch, a style of type made by Woodstock in 1929. Q5 was

reported to compare most -closely to the standards of type for the Royal élite
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type spaced twelve letters to the inch:l:9 Q6 through Q69 were i(KlsseIoff—28756 vxngf




been prepared on the same typevwriting machine as that used to prepare documents
designated as K17, K32, K35, X40, K41, and X249, vhich are descErbed below.

K17 is a two-page. typewritten letter addressed to. WALTER L. TIBBETTS,
Boston, Massachusetts dated January 30, 1933. _ It.-is purported to be an
unsigned, unmailed letter beginning "On reading over' my policy last week" and
relates to an insurance volicy allegedly issued to ALGER HISS. This document
was furnished the New York office by Mr. EDWARD G. McLEAN Attorney for ALGER
HISS, on December 10, 1948. This document was returned to ‘Hr. McLEAN pursuant
to his request on December 28, 1948 by Mr. '1‘ =T o DONEGAN Special Assistant
to the Attorney General. > :

K32 is three pages of typewritten material ‘ent itled: "Description of
Personal Characteristics of 'l‘Il {OTHY HOBSON." This document is dated September
9, 1936 and was apparently an. enclosure to-a handwritten letter to PAUL L.
BANFIELD which is singed by ALGER HISS.- This document, together with a letter
‘dated September 1, 1936 bearing the signature PRISGILLA "HISS referring to the
application of TI!&OTHY HOBSON for admission to the Landon~School wag obtained
from Mr. PAUL L. BANFIELD, Headmaster,. Léndon SchooX, Bethesda- Post 0ffice,
Vashington, D. C., on December 12, 1948, MUr. BANFIELD requested that the
material be used only in an investigation concerning the national defense of
this country and was particularly desirous- of not having the: information made
a.vailable to the Bouse Committee on Un-American Activities.in any form. He
also advised that ‘attorneys for both HISS and CHANBERS ‘had. req_uested access
to his file but had been refused. K32 was delivered to Yr. T. J. DONEGAN in
New York City by Specialk Agent JONES of the Washington Field Office on
December 14, 1948, ‘together:: with the other documents furnished by Hr. BANFIELD.

FBI K35 is a typewritten letter addressed to Miss EMMA HELLINGS Phila-
delphis, Pennsylvania, which was enclosed in an envelope postmarked December
6, 1931 ‘which begins “Dr. PELTZ, my physician" and is signed DAISY FANSTER, a
sister of Mrs. ALGER HISS. This document was obtained from FRANKLIN H. PRICE
librarian for the Free Library of Philadelphia, on December 13, 1948, This
-document was transmitted to the Justice Department as an enclosure to a memo-

randum to Mr. ALEXANDER M. CAMPBELL Assistant Attornéy General, dated March
3, 1949,

K40 is a one-page typewritten letter to WALTER C.. SCHELKER, New York
City, dated February 17, 1933, and is singed ALGER HISS. This document was
obtained from Mr. LEO.D: ITZGERALD Associate Counsel; Equitable Life Insurance
'Society of the United States, in response to a subpoena served on December 13,
~1948. A carbon copy of this document had been previously furnished by Mr.
McLEAN, Attorney for HISS, on December 10, 1948, and was returned at his
request on December 28, 1948. K40 was transmitted to the Department of Justice

as an enclosure to a memora.ndum to Mr. ALEXANDER M. GAMPBnLL Assistant Attorney
General dated March 3, 1949,

K4l, a typewritten letter dated May 25, 1937 addresse¢ to Mrs, W. M.
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HILLEGEIST, Director of Admissions, University of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland
beginning "I am sending to your office ‘today," and signed PRISCILLA FANSLER
HISS, was obtained by the Baltimore office from Mrs. FLORENCE T. STAFFORD,
ass1stant in the registrar's office, University of Maryland, on December 14
1948. K41 has been returned to, Hrs. STAFFORD by the Baltimore office.

K249 is three typewritten pages captioned "President's Report for the
Year 1936 to 37" and is réported to have been a report submitted oy Mrs. ALGER
HISS at the expiration of her term of office as president of the Bryn Mawr
Alumni Association in 1937. This docunent was obtained from Mrs. HENRY L.
ABBOTT, 2205 California Street, Northwest, Washington, 'D: C., and forwarded to
the Laboratory on January 7, 1949 After the examination it was returned to
"Mrs. ABBOTT by the Washington Field Office.

Referral/Consult
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THE "PUMPKIN" DOCUMENTS

‘ ¥r, JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, in & signed statemént dated December
3, 1948, advised that three cans of uhdeveloped film and two strips of developed
£ilm which had béen in a manila epvelope hidden in a dumb-waiter shaft of the
‘home of NATHAN LEVINE's mother, 260 Rochester Avenue; Brooklyn, New York, had
‘béén. turhed over to investigators for the House Committée on Un-American
Activities at Westminister, Maryland, -on December 2, 1948 in reésponse.to-a
subpoena. Mr. CHAMBERS. advised that the film: containéd .photographis of

original documents taken from the State Department -and the Bureau of Standards.
‘He alleged that the bulk of the documents from: the Staté Department. were
obtained from ALGER HISS; the remainder: liaving béen received from JULIAN
WADLEIGH. A R

e

. TVILLIAM A, VHEELER, 3924, ‘Sciithern ‘Avenus, .Soitheast, Washington; and
DONALD T. APPELL, ‘3241 Térrace Drive; Silver Hill; Maryland; itivestigators

employed by the House Committee on UnAmerican: Activities, on December 2, 1948

£ S

at 10:45 PY received from CHAMBERS' at this. farm heal Westiinstér, Maryland;

- . d -

five rolls of 35-miilimeter film which CHAMBERS ook frofi a hollowed-out

puiipkin;, Two rolls .0f the film had been- developed. and threé folls were

- unprocessed. The developed' film was identified with the.date 12/2/48 and the
ihitials WT by WHEEIER .end; APPELL. Thg uideveloped film was-processed by
PHILLIP L, SCHMITZ of thé.Vetérans, Administration and was identified by the
date 12/3/48 and ‘the initisl W by M¥. WHEELER; This film was ‘subsequently
jdentified on Decémber 13, 1948 in the -officé::of Mrs T. J. DONEGAN, Special
Assistant to the-Attorney ‘Géneral, New York ‘Cityy-as GJ. 47, 48, 49, 50 and
51. Thése documents wore photographed by the FBI Laboratory on Décember 14,

" 1948 .and aré: described below. In:identifying the "pumpkin' films with State
Dapaitnent, documents Mrs DAVID A, .SATMON, 3223 Klingle Road, Northyest, Wash-
ington, D. C., advised the State Departmernt kept "action! copies of communica-
tions and a microfilm of an "information! copy 'of, the same document and ‘that

. the Minformation" .copy was déstioyed. )
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HARRY DEXTER. WHITE DOCUMENTS

Dgscriptioh

Documents which aré referred to-as the HARRY DEXTLR WHITE documents
are déscribed as four pages of handwriting material on yellow lined paper,
three of the pages having handwriting on both sides. The documents were
turned over to the Baltimore office of the Bureau by RICHARD F. CLEVELAND,
Attorney for JAY WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, on December '3, 1948, These documents,
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ac¢ording to CHAMBERS, were in a manila envelope hidden in the dumb-waiter
of the home of his brother-in-law's mother ih Brooklyn, New York. These
documents' were designated as Q70 through Q73 as follows.
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