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i | SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: % :
}, RAYROND W .\J'EVTELL_. first.met LBRAHLL. GECKGE
| ‘ . TLVETAN about 1936 in Washington, D.C., at
| v P’/};;..E which time STLVER.uN interviewed JETELL for a
s ﬁ»}“ P rosition with the Railroad Retirement Board and
7 subsequently JE/ELL was hired to work with SILVERILN,
) f( j He was associated with SILVEREAN from about 1936 %o
L /?if 1939. He denies any unowledge of Comrmmnist or espionage
" activities on the vart of SILVERMAN but described
SILVERKAW as an unorthodox thinker, He states that the
most intimate friend of SILVERMAN was J OSEPHEEIT RIA,
also an employee of the Railroad Retirement Bbard who
later was employed with SILVERMAN by the Army Air Forces.
. He said SERTURIA would be the person most likely to
\ ,’;, know SILVERiAN's activities bub expressed the opinion
s that SENTURIA might be reluctant to talk due to his

close friendship with SILVERILN.

~ RUC - .

REFEREICE: Bureaw file 74-1333
Chicago letter dated March 22, 1949

DITATISe RAYMOND W. JEFELL, who resides at 2000 Virginia ivenue,
Eichmond, California, and who is employed by the California
tate Buployment Offices, 153 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California, was
interviewed Harch 29, 1949, by S4iS CE-RLES F. BRUSCH and the writer, ir.
JEZYELL said that he first met ABRUEL! GEORGE SILVERM.N about 1936 at the
offices of the Railroad Petirzment Board in ¥Washington, D.C., at which hime
he was applying for a position with the Railroad Retiremsnt 3oard and he was
in_t\m"x?ewed in conn?tion V%;h this application, by SILVERILG!. SILVERMANW
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later hired him as a junior economist on the Hailroad Retirement Board and
he was associated with SILVERIAY as a fellow employee from about 1936 to
1939¢ At the time he was first hired, Mr. JEWELL said there were only approxi~
mately ten or eleven employees in the office and that there was a close
association among them; however, he stateéd he had never visited SILVERMAN's
home nor had SILVERMAN visited his home, and that they had néver been closely
associated socially. Soon after he was employed at the Railroad Retirement
Board, the size of the organization was greatly expanded and the close
association among the employees was lost. He stated that those individuals
employed at the Railroad Retirement Board who would know more concerning
SILVERMAN than himself were MURRAY LATIMER, Chairman of the Board; JOSEPH
SENTURIA, an intimate friend of SILVERMAN, and also an official of the
Railroad Re’clrement Board; GEORGE GUSSI@’X.N believed to be in Arlington,
Virginia, at present; HELEN FEINSOD ROBISCN believed to be in Washington,
D.C,; CHARLES BRIGHTMAN,., JEIELL stated that SILVERNMAN for a man trained in
economics, was certainly familiar with Marxist doctrines but that he had
always impressed him as being more the type of person who would follow the
theory of LASKY and the British Socialist Economists. He described him as

an unorthodox thinker but said he knew of no instances where SILVERMAN had
discussed Communism or Marxism with him and it had always been his impression
that SILVERMAN would have been reluctant to discuss such subjects with him
inasmuch as he was not a close enough personal friend of SILVEREAN to enjoy
his confidence,

He said he knew of no organizations to which, SILVEPLMv had |
belonged and specifically he had no knowledge whatever of any assoo::.atmn
on the part of SILVERMAN with the Commnist Party: MNr. JEIELL stabcd that
he himself had been a member of the Government Emygloyoes Ambulance Cqmma:btee ot
which had collected money for the purchase of ambulances for the Loyal:.s‘u
Army during the Spanish Civil War, and stated he believed SILVERMAN had cons
tributed money toward the erchase of the ambulances but that SILVERMAN him-
self, had not been a member of the Committee inasmuch as SILVEREAN felt that
as a supervisor he had no right to join such an organization, Mr. JEWELL
said it had never occurred to him that SILVERMALN might have beenh a Communist
Party member although such a thing would certairdly have been possible, He
recalled SILVERFAN favored the Loyalists during the Spanish Civil War, he
recalled him having spoken favorably concerning Russia, but JEWELL had the

impression that SILV:RI_;N was wary of speaking about such subjects at least
with JAWELL.

Mr, JEVELL stated that informetion on file at the Railroed
Retirement Board was regardcd as confidential but was not confidential to
the extent that it affected the security of the U.S. He said the information
in :eneral dealt with business transactions of railroads, the number of
persons employed on individual railroads, salaries and benefits of employeces
on railroads, and other related data of an economic nature, such as wages,
O 0 ; 1
hours, hospitalization, and uncmployment. Kisseloff-7078 _
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Mro JEWELL said that he knew of no time when SILVERVAN was

loaned to the Treasury Department but believed that both SILVERVAN and

© SENTURTA had done some work on the International Trade Treaties for the
Tariff Commission during 1935 and 1936 and he recalled SILVERMAN having dis—
cussed this work., He believes it was of an economic nature relating to a
survey to determine the types of goods and services on which tariffs could
be reduced. He believed that SILVERMAN had sat in on international con-
ferences at the sidés of the negotiators and given advice to advisors of
the President in what he termed a semi-policy forming matter, Mire JEWELL
said that he has learned through discussion with his friends that after
SILVEREAN left the Railroad Retirement Board that he was employed with the
Army Air Forces of Washington, D.C., and it is his impression that SILVERMAN
took his close friend JOSEPH SEFTURIA to the Army Air Forces as his dssistant.
He believes he may have received this information from Mr, J. B, ELY of the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce, Washington,
D.Cs In addition to SENTURIA, JE'ELL said that JOSEPH GILWAN, a consulting
economist with the Railroad Retirement Board had also been an intimate friend
of SILVARNAK. He said that during 1937 and 1938 SILVERBAN had acted as a -
supervisor of employees of the National Research Project and that GILMAN had
also been assigned to assist in this supervision of the work of the National
Research Project but that as such they retained their employment by the
Railroad Retirement Board,

Mr, JEJELL said that SENTURIA is a close friend of SILVERMAN and
would probably be the person most likely o know of SILVIRIAN's activity but
he suggested that SENTURIA might be reluctant about them due to his close
friendship with SILVERMAN.

Mr, JEYELL said that he had never heard of ELIZABETH BENTLEY,
WHITTAKER CHAIBERS or ALGER HISS prior to the recent newspaper publicity
concerning them, He said that hc had never heard SILVERMAN mention that he
had received any Persion rugs as a gift and that he felt that SILVIRMAN
probzbly would have mentioned such a thing around the office if he had inasmuch
as he vsuvally mentioned matters of this nature. Wr. JERELL said thet he had '

never heard the name of HELEV)\RINGE mentioned and was entirely unfamiliar
‘ with any country home located at iAccokeek, ¥zryland. He did not recall having

met SILVERKAN's wife, He said that he was awarc that HARRY DEXTER WHITE was
an acquaintance of SILVERVWAN but that he, himself; did not know WHITE and he
believed that SILVER¥AN and WHITE had worked togcthor on the Tariff Commission,
He said that GEORGE GUSSMAN had married HARRY DEXTIR WHITE's daughter, GUSSHAN
originally having come to the Railroad Retirement Board from the City College
of New York and he had known FHITE's daughter ther:, Iir, JEWELL said that he
was acqurinted with NATHAN GRIGORYASILVERMASTER. e seid SILVAREASTER had
previously teught in the Universityh\of California but he, JEVELL, did not
know him there but was later introduced to him at Washington, D.C, He could
not recall the circumstances. JEVELL stated that it was his impression that
he recalled seeing SILVERRNSTER and SILVIRILEN at lunch together in Washington,
DuCe, and he recalled having seen SILVERMASTER at the offices of the Railroad
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Retirement Board and also of having seen SILVERVAN and SILVERMASTER together
at the Agricultural Adjustument Agency where SILVERMASTER was employed.

Mr. JBYELL said that the Railroad Retirement Board Offices were
located at l4th and K Streets in 1936 and that SILVERMAN'S duties were to
collect, compile, and interpret economic and social data relating to the
administration of the railroads and to prepare informtion having a bearing
on legislation relating to the railroads and Railroad Retirement Board,

He said that SILVERMAN was a strange person, that he considered himself very
efficient and often spoke of his own importance and his effectiveness., He
congidered himself an authority on the theories of Freud and the interpretations
of dreams. He said he was never satisfied with the work being done and

was a hard task master. Mr., JEWELL said that he himself had been active in
the American Federation of Government Employees and the United Federal Workers
of America Unions but that SILVERMAN had never offered him any advice con-
cerning Union business except where activities on the part of the Union might
embarrass SILVERKEAN. He said that the social life of the employees at the
Railroad Retirement Board did not irclude SILVERVAN nor SENTURIA. He said
SILVERMAN's .avotations so far as he knew were softball, bowling and music

and he knew of no special clubs to which SILVERKAN belonged,

Mr, JEWELL denied that he himself had ever been a member of the
Commnist Party and he denied that he had any lmowledge whatsoever of any
Communist or Russian underground activities.

~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETICN TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~
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TITLE ) CHARACTER OF CASE
JAY DAVID WHITTAXER CHAVBIRS PERJURY, BSPICIAGE — R
INTERN.L SECURITY - R

SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS:
. RAYEQGND W. JEWBLL. first met LBRAHALN GECRGE

SILVETIAN about 1936 in Washington, D.C., at

which time SILVER:LYN interviewed JE/ELL for a

position with the Railroad Retirement Board and

subsequently JE'ELL was hired to work with SILVERLK.

He was associated with SILVERIEAN from about 1936 to

1939. He denies any knowledge of Communist or espionage

activities on the part of SILVERMAN but described 1
SILVEREAN as an unorthodox thinker, He states that the
nost intimate friend of SILVERMAN was JOSEPH SINTURIA, 1

also an employee of the Railroad Retirement Board who
later was employed with SILVERMAN by the Army Air Forces.
He said SENTURIA would be the person most likely to

- know SILVERMAN's activities but expressed the opinion
that, SENTURIA night be reluctant to talk due to his S
close friendship with SILVERLAN.

— RUC -

REFFREICE: Bureav. file 74-1333
Chicago letter dated lMarch 22, 1949

DEYATLS RAYNOND W. JENELL, who resides at 2000 Virginia ivenue,
Richmond, California, and who is employed by the California
vate Huployment Offices, 153 Kearny Street, San Frencisco, California s Was
interviewed March 29, 1949, by SiS CE-RLES F. BRUSCH and the writer, iy
JEFELL said that he first met ABRLH.Y GEORGE SILVERVW.H about 1936 at the
offices of the Railroad Retircment Board in Washington, D.C., at which time
he was applying for a position with the Railroad Retirement Board and he was
interviewed in connection with this application s by SILVERN, SILVERMAN
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TITLE U CHARACTER OF CASE
JAY . DAJIID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, wases PERJURY
AI;GER‘*HISS, Wase ESPIONAGE - R
INTERFAL SECURITY - R
- £
SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: FRAVKLIN VICTOR<RENO states he first became ac-

quainted with STANLEYSBLUMBERG in 1935 or 1936

in connection with theé activities of either the
National Student League or American League Against
War & Fascism. BHe also knew BLUMBERG's ex-wife,
HENRIETTA, and the latter's girl friend TASCA

(MARY AVN TASCA). RENO claims acquaintanceship

with BLUMBERG was social and to some extent political
in that RENO states BLUMBERG was a "radical' and

been a Communist, although REFO does not know this
as a fact, RENO maintains BLUMBERG had no connec-
tion with espionage activity nor did BLUMBERG, %o

RENO denies that following last contact with CHAMBERS
in 1538 he was ever in contact with anyone in con-
nection witr esoionage activity. RENO explains that
he may have drawn a gear on the end of the bar on
the "schematic drawing of range trail diagram with
bar across the top," which he gave CHAMBERS and he
may have orally told CHAMBERS about the elgutrical
device controlling release of bomb from bomb bay.

/
9,.3 oﬁf% }ENIJ’S kneuledge, know of RENO's espionage activity.
v

Mrs. H_ATRIETTAQ\§IRKIN denies ever knowing FRAWKLIN //’

VICTOR RENO under this name or aliases or anyone

fitting his description, but she did know MARY Al\TN/ ,
wA&GwM \ TASCA, mentione& by RENO. P e
B o A

- RUC -

Bufile: 7H-1333.
Denver teletype to Bureau and SAGs, New York Ci%y and

/\/’) jgaltlmo re daged 3-18-49, and Z-25-U4J.
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Detailss AT DENVER, COLORADO

, By teletype dated March 9; 1949, Baltimore advised that
STANIEY BLUMBERG upon /nterview admitted baving known PADDY\WHALET, TRANKLIN
VICTOR RENO and PHI BNO and that FRAWKLIN VICTOR REFO knew BLUMSERG in the
earily 3CTs: that Colonel LESLIE\‘EIMON9 Director B.Roli,, advises that RENO's
sxplanaiion of the Norden Bombsikht-as "schematic drawing of range trail
diagram with bar across the top" was very elementary even at that time,

El Paso was requested to teinterview PHILIP RENO re his
acquaintanceship with BLUMBERGS and re the sketch of the bombsight furnished.
to CHANMBERS and also any participation by FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO in espionage
activities subsequent to 1937 or 1938,

By teletype dated iarch 14, 1949, El Paso advised that
FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO had deperted from Albuguerque, New Mexico for Colorade
and could be reached through his mother,

donvact with RENO's mother, Mrs. EVELYN RENO, 4428 South
Bannock Street, Englewood. Colorado, on March 1l, 15, 16 and 17 reflected
that FRAFKLIW VICTOR and his brother PEIL RENO had not yet arrived in Denver
as they are driving & car with = trailer and also a truck to Denver and pos-
sibly stayed over in Puetlo, Colorado to visit friends,

INTEPVIEW WITH FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO

(1)  Re: STANLEY BLUMBERG

* RENO was interviewed in the forenoon of March 18, 1949 by
S JOSEPH $. LEARNED and the writers

At the beginning of the interview, RENO was reluctant to
admit that he had been acquainted with STANLEY BLUMBERG prior to 1941, explain-
iag %hat BLUMBERG is a very clese friend of his and he doés not desire to talk
about friends when they have not been involved in espionage activities, He
explained ke had consulted his atiorney, EDWARD SCHEUNEMAN of Denver, who had
advised RENO that he had no legal reason to refuse to discuss with the FBI
his acquaintanceship with STANLEY BLUMBERG. WNevertheless, he, REVO, sometlmes
feels he would rather go to jail than to talk about his friend STANLEY
BLUMBERG, :

On continuing the questioning of RENO, he finally admitted
he may have met STAWLEY BLUMBERG as early as 1935 or 193%6; that BLUMBERG had a
radio shop in Bal%simore and that vhe meeting may have deen in connsetion with
the activity of the American League Against War and Fascism, RENC nlso stated
that since he does not vemember the details of the first meeting with BLUMBERG,
it could have been in connection with the activity of the National Student
League while RENO was at the University of Virginia, XJENO knows that STANLEY

.y Kisseloff-7083
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BLUMBERG had been a student at Johns Hepkins University, but he doubts that
he met BLUMBERG while he was a student, ' -

RENO explains that his acquaintanceship with BLUMBERG was
social znd that he had met BLUMBERG!'S ex-wife in about 1936 or 1937; that
her name is HENRIETTA, - He recalls vigiting the BLUMBERGs once or wwice at
two different addresses but he does not remember these addresses, explaining
that one of the apartments was small and rather el-shaped;

He also recalls that he met a friend of HKENRIETTA BLUMBERG; who
vas a nurse, and that he was Im her company 6n one or two occasions. He could
not remember this nursels nare,

He reiterated that STANLEY BLUMBERG was.id fio way connected
with his} RENO's, ‘espionage activity nor did he ever teil ELUMBERG about such
activitys He also denied knowledge of BLUMBERG!& membership in the Communist
Party but did state that BLUMBERG was a U¥adical,®

With respect to other friends of STANLEY BLUMBERG in the period
of about 1936-1937, RENO denied recalling the names of ‘any, but does indicate
that subsequent to BLUMBERG's divorce from HENRIETTA, he had a girl friend by
the name of EVA LEVINSON,

FRAWKLIN VICTOR RENO was réinterviewed on March 23, 1949 by.
SA GERALD E, GOTSCHALL and the writer, at which time he reiteratéd statements
previously made corcerning STANLEY BLUMBERG, but on this occasion he tecalled
that HENRIETTA BLUMBERG's girl friend who was a nurse was named TASCA, He
was not sure but thought this was her first name and that she was of Polish
descent, He recalled that on one occasion STANLEY BLUMBERG, his wife HENRIETTA
TASCA and himself planned to go to a play. However, in a discusgion someone
mentioned that the play was being picketed and therefore STANLEY BLUMBERG
suggested that they not go to the play as they would have to cross the picke{
line and the rest of them agreed with STANLEY BLUMBERG, At first, FRANKLLN
VIGCTOR RENO stated this incident was in 19464 He couldn't be sure of this
date, stating then that his acquaintance with TASCA was around 1937.

RENO stateg that this girl TASCA was not one of the "radicals™
whom he knew and recalls that she once told him she couldn't understand why
he was interested in the\American League Afainst War & Fascism,

RENO stated upon questionihg that he may have been in STANLEY
BLUMBERG!s company on one occasion in Washington, D, C, about 1936, but does
not recall thav BLUVMBERG and he haye beeih together mcre than on possibly one
occasion during that period of time and recalls that BLUMBERG had a girl
friend in Washingicr whose iast name began with "GOILD" and whnss mother was
a gentile but he couvld furnish no further information about this girl friend,”

Kisseloff-7084
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RENO also had girl friends in Washinghon, btnt he does
not remember the names of any of them, However, he had two or three
dates with cne TENA FRANGH. who is actually from Richmond, Virginia and
wac vaugkt at the Universiiy of Virginia, He explained *%hat this Miss
BRANCE was rot one of the Yradicals!" and he doubts that she knew sven of
his actitisy with the National Student League,

RENO expliained that after he began his employment at, the
Averdeen Proving Ground in 1937 he seldom saw STANLEY BLUMBERG until
abeut 1941, He did go so far as to say he could not rémember seeing
BLUMBERG during the years 1938, 1939 and 1940, explaining that he was
living very much to himself with the exception of the Abérdeen Proving
Ground acquaintances because of his concern over the ebpionage &ctivities-
in which he had engaged during the latter part of 1937 and possibly first
part of 1938, ‘ ‘

He believed it was in 1941 that he began seeing STANLEY 4 '
BLUMBERG again and met girl friends of BLUMBERG by the names of UEANNEAGRIER
and HELENE'WMETZLER. As he recallg it was about 1947 when he met the above~
mentioned giyl friends,

LFENC recalls thet STANIEY BLUMBERG had attended the Weem'!s
School of NWavigaticn abous 19219 prior $o BLUMBERUis hecoming a member
of the armed forces, As he recally, BLUMBERG communicated with him once
by telephone in 19Ul a%out & certain navigation instrument which he stated
BLUMBERG was using or learning in hi§ school works RENO could not elaborate
on this conversation as his recollection of it is not clear, At any rate,
this is about the first time that he and BLUMBERG had been in communication
since about 1938,

RENO stated that to his khowledge, STANLEY BLUMBERG did not
kiow PADDY WHALEN or his brother PHIL RENO, Howevér,le explained that .
BLUMBERG may have met PHIL RENO in 1944 when PHIL was living in Baltimore.

RENO i$ not certain whether he used the name "LANCE\CLARK"
in connection with his activities with the Americah League Against ‘War &
Fascism and if the former Mrs. BLUMBERG, HENRIETTA SIRKIN,remembered him,
RENO wouldn't know what name ne was using and the szme applies to the TASCA
girl,

RENO was still reluctant to talk about the sympathies and
activities of STAWLEY BLUMBERG in the 1936-1937 mriod.

PENC admitted that he had endeavored to call STAWLEY BLUMBERG
by long distance telephone about December 1948, but since BLUIBERG was not
at home he did no% meke any further efforts to communicate with him, Be
explained that he invended to tell BLUMBERG about certain of his difficulties
and of the possibility that BLUMBERG might be contacted .since they-had been

friends in 1937. Kisseloff-7085 =
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FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO was reinterviewed oi March 24; 1949 by
SA JOSEPH C, LEARNED and the writer, at which %ifie he again stated he was
not desirous of talking about STANLEY BLUMBERG but felt he may be throwing
suspicion ou BLUMBERG by not talking about his activities, He then went on
to explain that BLUMBERG had been activée in the American League Against War
& Fascism and had been active in the National Student League, and that both
organizatiens were following the line of the Communist Party., He explained
tha’; BLUMBERG was interested in mass movemeht organizations to the extent
of %he two 6rganizations mentioned previously. He expaired that althouglh
e was a close friend of BLUMBERG he could not say that BLUMBERG is or
was at that time a member of the Communist Party, but admitted that he coulé
have been such a member. RENO again categorically denied that BLUMBERG had
had any connection with the espionage activity and that to his, RENO's knowledge
BLUMBERG never knew of RENO's connection with the espionage activitys«

»

Mrs., NATHAN SIREIN or HENRIETTA SIRKIN, who was previously
interviewed by tre writer and SA 6€ERALD E. GOTSCHALL, was again interviewed
at the National Jewish Hospital;. Bast Colfax and Colorado Boulevard, on
March 23, 1949, Mrs, SIRKIN ig recovering from a tubercular ¢ondition and
expect§ to return to Baltimore inm about one month,

»

Mrs., SIRKIN stated that her memory is not good and that she
canfiot remember names of her ex-husband, STANLEY BLUMBERG's, friends and
associates in 1936, 1937 and 1938, It will be recalléd. that she divorced
STANLEY BLUMBERG in about the early part.of 1939«

. VWhen questioned concerning her acquaintance with FRANKLIN VICTOR
RENO, alias LANCE CLARK, etal., she was furnished with an oral description of
him but stated éhe.pould not remember ever having been -in RENO's company or
that RENO had been a friend of her ex~husband STANLEY BLUMBERG or MARY ANN
TASCA, who had also been a nurse and a friend of Mrs: SIRKIN.

Mrs, SIRKIN stated she had seen her ex-husband, STANLEY BLUMBERG,
on several occasions subsequent to their divorce and that they were still
actually friends., She mentioned that she had seen STARLEY BLUMBERG &8 late
as 1947 or even January 1948 in Baltimore; that at one time a HELENE METZLERj;
STAN and a certain doctor called to see her and that also she had met BLUMBERG
on the street once and he had invited her o have a coke with him. She is
certain that there was no occasion when STANLEY BLUMBERG, her friend MARY
AWK TASCA and RENO were going to attend a play. She hag absolutely no
recollection 6f any such occasion and does not associate RENO with her nurse
friend, MARY ANW TASCA, :

Mrs, SIBKIN recalls that MARY ANW TASCA had a boy friend by the
name of ANGELO BIZOW in abous 1937 and this man was an interior decoratory
was a "party type' individual who after earning a little money would promote
a big party, She described him as a very heavy-set individual, rather shorty
dark, who wore thick-lensed glagsess '

Kisseloff-7086
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Mrse SIRKIN mentioned that MARY ANN TASCA attended school
with her when training for the occupation of a nurse at the Sinai Hospital
in Baltimore; in fact, they roomed together in about 1929--1930, Her
recollection that MARY ANN TASCA was around Baltimore in 1936-1937 is
rather hazy, but she might have been, She does recall that MARY ANN
TASCA had a boy friend who was a British writer, much older, possibly
40 to 50 years of age, who was also heavy set, dark-complexioned, dark
brown hair and a broad face. She believes he was married at that time and
recalls he went to New York City in about 1936. In mentioning these twc
individvalsy Mrs, SIRKIN wanted to peint out she could not associate FRANKLIY
VICTOR RENO with a MARY AWV TASCA.

) At one time during the interview concerning her recollection
of FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO, Mrs., SIRKIN mentioned the name "Cumberland,® then
immediately stated that no, that was not right, and explained that Cumber-
land had no connection with her acquaintance with anybody., It will be
noted that FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO had been an organizer for the Communist
Party in Cumberland for a short period of time in 1936 under the name of
LANCE CLARK,

Mrs, SIRKIW recalls a labor organizer whom she described as
having beeg red-headed and believes he was connected with either the tomato
or strawberry pickers! union on the eastern shere. His wife taught school
and they had two childien, She dpes not recall the name but does not tie
this individual up with FRAVKLIN VICTOR RENO,.

s, SIRKIN also mentioned what she recalled a "seedy looking
man," whom she remembers STANLEY BLUMBERG contacting at the radio store,
Cn one or two occasions she remembers that this mad borrowed money from
STANLEY BLUMBERG and that she did not like him, She described him as being
of medium height, heavy set, with a Latin appearance, having dark hair and
pitted skin, He was then about 25 years of age. She does not recall his
name and would not tie this individual up with the description of
FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO.

Mrsi SIRKIN mentioned that STANLEY BLUMBERG would have un-
doubtedly been acquainted with the wife of DONALD KIRKLEY, who was a movie
critic for the BALTIMORE SUN ia about 1937, Mrs, XKIRELEY was a good friend
of DOROTHY ROSE BLUMBERG, the wife of ALBERT BLUMBERG, At that time they
lived in Dickeyville, a suburb cf Baltimore, She recalls seeing Mrs, KIRKLEY
around STANLEY BLUMBERG's radic store on several occasionss

With respect to MARY ANN TASCA, Mrs. SIRKIN recalls that
MARY ANN TASCA lived at about 4 or 6 Mount Verron Place and that this would
have been probably around 1936~1937. She also recalls that she did intro-
duce MARY ANN TASCA to her ex~husband STANLEY BLUMBERG and she believes
this took place ia her apartment which was located over the flower shop.
However, she does not recall any other mai being present or in any way
associating FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO with MARY ANW TASCA or STANLEY BLUMBERG.
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With respect to STANLEY BLUMBERG's activities, Mrs, SIRKIN
stated she had nothing to'add to what she had previsvely stated, i 4id
mention that with respect to BLUMBERG's interest or #he waterfroni she
. recalls that he cnce took some sandwiches to strikers ard she admcnished
against his taking any interest in the seamen and their iaher eifairs.

It was noted during the interview that Mrs. SIRZIN states
‘she is still on friendly terms with STANLEY BLUMBERG 2ad she fregueanily
pleaded POOTr mEmory.,
(2) Re: ESPIONAGE ACTIVITY SUBSEQUENT
T0 LAST CONTACT WITH CHAMBERS

During the interview on March 18. 19U49, FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO
stated that he did not engage in any espicnage achiviiies subsequent to
his last contact with CHAMBERS, which he believed was about eaxly 1938,
He furthermore stated that no one to his knowl:dge éonnzscied +with espionage
activities endeavored to contact him, 2

On March 23, 1949, RENO reiterated the rtatements mentioned
above,

RENO was asked to explain the possible identity of the third
party which he had mentioned in his original interview in Denver at the time
of his admitting espionage activity; the individual on the train from
Baltimore to Philadelphia, who was with "BERWIE," It is noted that such
an individual is hot mentioned in the statement which RENO furnished the
. New York office at the time of the Grand Jury hearing,

At this time FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO stated that He was wrong
when he even mentioned a third party if connection with his original trip
from Baltimore to Philadelphia to meeﬁﬁhCARLgP He went ot to explain thab
in thinking about the initial contact of CHAMBERS he now doe§ not believe
he left from Baltimore, rather that he left from Washington; that he was to
meet \'BERNIE" on the train in Weshington under the arrangement that "EERNIE®
was to\get on the train thirty seconds before it lefts As be recalls,
"BERNIE" was not on the train, ai least he did not see him and they there-
fore met at a prearranged moving picture house in Philedelphia, a certain
number of rows from the back, RENO Tecalls that he saw BERNIE across the
street at the time he bought his ticket and thal subsequently BERNIE
entered, the theatre and located him near the back of the theatre. Ee
recalls” that a JEAN: HARLOW picture was being shown

On March 24, 1949; during the ipterview; FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO
explained at length his mental attitude supsequent $o the last meeting with
CHAMBERS which he believed was in the early part of 1938s He explained that
he was very frightened; that he felt "walled-in;" Ye did not desire to meet
people and he stayed away from friands because of thwe fear of throwing
suspicion on them in the event that hi® activities were uncovered, He not
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only feared the U, S. Federal Government officials. but he also had .some fear °
of reprisal. In the latter connection, he mentioned that he recalls CEAMESRS
having once referred to the "WPOYNTS Case,' which involved. the Gisappzarance of
an employee of the Government, He received the impression from CHAMBERS that
the mentioning of this case was a veiled threat against him but he admits that
CHAMBERS did not threaten him in so0 many words and it was merely his conclusion
from the way in which CHAMBERS brought up the "POYNTS" Case, RENO termed this
"individual terror," which he did not t¥Wink was part of the Communist teachings.

RENO mentioned that his state of mind was at a low ebb in

the summer of 1938 and that he speht a vacation in Denver, Cclorado and Leadville,
Colorado, explaining we had a grl friend in ILeadville whom he wanted to marry and
he made a second trip to Leadville in the summer of 1938, but the girl Bad other
interests. Upon returning to Aberdeen Proving Ground, he again felt walled-in
and did not make new friends and did not visit Washington, Baltimore or New York
very much, However, somewlat later, possibly in 19M1. he began occasionally going
to New York City to visit, particularly FRANCISN\FRAWKLIN and occasionally PALMER
\WERER . He explained these contacts with FRAWCIS FRAWKLIW as being sub-rosa in

iew of the fact that he was employed by the Government and he did not want it to
be publicly known that he was on friendly terms wit¥ a kaow:a Gommunist of some
importance and that FRANKLIN was teaching at the Jefferson School. RENO denied
that FRANKLIN was engaged in any espionage activity and he, RENO, never did tell
FRANKLIN about his previous espionage activity.

As to why RENO was never contacted after the CHAMBERS defection,
he cannot give any specific reason but states that had he known of CHAMBERS de-
fection in the 1939 period, he would bave been even more frightenpd, but he
iabored under the impression that CHAMBERS had probably gone abroad and it was
oot until this investigation started that he became aware of thé “fact that
CHAMBERS was "CARL," to whom be had furnishes esplonage data

(3) Re! FURNISEING OF BOMBSIGHT
TNFORMATION

On March 18; 1949, FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO explaihed that his
previous statement to the efect that he had furhished CHAMBERS with a "schematic
drawing of the rahge trail diagram with a bar across the top" is correct. How-
ever; Ne explained he may have drawn a gear on the end of the bar across the top,
but he does not recall putting any more in the drawing which he furnished CHAMBERS.
He explained that a gear on the end of the bar was his imagination of what should
be there and feels that he had the o0ld D-2 bombsight in mind, which he explains
was a fixed ahgle,. non-synchronizing bombsight, He knew notiiing about a rotating
mirror until 1942 and explained that the Zeis& bombsight was more similar to the
Worden bombsight, ’

RENO further ezplained that he may have orally discussed with
CHAMBERS the electrical devices controlling the relsase of the bomb from the bomb-
bay, because he, RENO, had worked on the problem of delay between the control
contact and the actual release of the bomb., He mentioned that he may also have
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Arscussed with CHAMBERS time flight and trail vwhich went in to ths make-up
of the bombsight, Ke felt at the time that CHAMBERS wasn't understanding
whet Ne was talking about and that he was doing some guess work because he
had no ¥nowledge of how the time flight and trail were synchronized in the
wchanlsm, He may also have mentioned or remarked on the measurement of the
-wperimental ranges and the time flight of bombs.

RENO, in this connection, wanted to state that in mentioning
what ne might hav? dlscussed with CHAMBERS in 1937 and 1938 concerning the
bumbsight, he’' may BE<in error because of the lapse of time, but feg&% certain
that his knowledge of a complete, efficient bombsight was 1im1ted.

MISCELLANEOUS

4

ey ¢

RENO advised that he intends to visit his younger brother,
DUANE H, RENO, 3408 Sputh Yorktown Road, who works for an 031 compaiy in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, He expects to remain there about ten days and 606s not desire to be
contacted by the FBI because this brother!s wife is nervous and would become
upset if she ew that FBANKLLN was involved in any kind of trouble, FRANKLIN
RENO suggests’nhat if it 1s~urgenn to see him that the FBI commwnicate w1th him
through his mother, Mrs, EVE}gN RENO, Englewood, Colorado, who in turn will get
in touch with him and he WALL then return to Denver for interviews
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THE BALTIMORE DIVISION

Ab Baltimore, Maryland

Copies of this repo?t are being furnished the Baltimore
office for its information and in the event the Bureau and office or origin
desire that the following individuals be interviewed:

1

MARY ANWM TASCA - address unknown

’ Mrs, DONALD KIRKLEY -- address unknown
c/’yji <?:§§ ANGELO BIZON -~ address unknown

.RL Will consider the advisability of reinterviewing
STANLEY BLUMBERG for the purpose of determining the .deatity of %the labor
organizer for the tomato or strawberry pickers vaion, the "seedy" looking,
Latin appearing man who contacted STANLYEY BLUMEBERG av his radio store and ‘ q
| the British writer who was a friend of MARY AWM TASCA, Reference to the
| above individuals is made in the interview with Mrs, MATHAN SIRKIN,

| THE RICHMOND DIVISION

At Richmond, Virginia

Copies of this report are being furnished the Richmond
offlce in the eventthe office of origin and the Bureau would desire that
TENA BRANCE, a former teacher at the University of Virginia from Richmond,
be interviewed,

THE WASHINGION FIELD DIVISION

‘ Two copies of this report are being furnished the
Washington Field Division for its information,

1 ‘ ; Kisseloff-7091
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THE BALTIMORE DIVISION

At Baltimore, Maryland

Copies of this report are being furnished the Baltimore
office for its information and in the event the Bureau and office or origin
desire that the following individuals be interviewed:

MARY ANW TASCA — address unknown
Mrs, DONALD XIRKLEY ~ address unknown
ANGELQO BIZONW -~ address unknown

Will consider the advisability of reinterviewing
STANLEY BLUMBERG for the purpose of determining the .deatity of the labor
organizer for the tomato or strawberry pickers vaion, the fseedy® looking,
Latin appearing man who contacted STANLEY BLUMEERG at his radio store and
the British writer who was a friend of MARY ANN TASCA, Reference to the
above individuals is made in the interview with Mrs, WATHEAN SIRKIN,

THE RICHMOND DIVISION

" At Rich.ond, Virgihia

Copies of this report are being furnished the Richmond
offlce in the eventthe office of arigin and the Bureau would desire that
TENA BRANGh, a former teacher at the University of Virginia from Richmond,
be interwviewed. .

THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION

Two copies of this teport are being furnished the
Washington Field Division for its information;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Yew York FLENO.  65-658
REPORT MADE AT - DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE
Denver, Colorado 2-0¢-49 [3/14-18,23,24/49 | BEDVIN 0, JOENSON ji
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE -
JAT BAVID WHITTAKER OHAMEERS. was.s PERJURY
ALGER Ersg, WasSae ESPIOHAGE - R
: : INTERIAL SECURITY - R

SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: - : ) )
FRAVKLIN VICTOR RENO states he first became ac-

quainted with STANLEY BLUMBERG in 1935 or 1936
in connection with the activities of either the
National Student League or American League Against
WYar & Pascism, He also kneiw BLUMBERG's ex-wife,
HENRIETTA, and the latter's girl friend TASCA

. (MARY AY¥N TASCA). REWO claims acquaintanceship
with BLU»BERG was social and to some extent political
in that RENO states BLUMBERG was a "radicall and
engaged in mass movement activities and might have
been a Communist, although RENO does not know this
as a fact, RENO maintains BLUMBERG had no connec-
tion with espionage activity nor did BLUMBERG, to
WPWU' ¢ knovledge, know of RENO's espionage activity.
REWD denies that following last contact with CHAMBERS

1933 ne vag ever in contact with ahyone in con-

nection with esnionage activity. RENO explains that
he may have drawn a gear on the end of the bar on

_ the Wschematic drawing of range trail diagram with
bar across the top," which he gavée CHAMBERS and he
may have orally told CHAMBERS about the eleutrical
device controlling release of bomb from bomb bay.
Mrs. HEWRIETTA SIRKIN denies ever knowing FRANKLIN
VICTOR RENO under this name or aliases or anyone
fitting his description, but she did know MARY ANN
TASCA, mentioneé by RENO.

-~ RUC -
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Reference: Bufile: TU-1333.
' Denver teleuype to Bureau and SACs Nbﬂ Yorf City and
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-1 COPIES OF THIS REPORT
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Form No.1 NET YORK N FILE NO. 65—-14.87
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
- NORFOLK, VIRGINIA WERS | 7-k9 LEMUEL 7. KERR cla
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
U JAuAM - PERJURY;
s ESPIONAGE ~ R
INTZRNAL SECURITY - R

16

7

DONALD F. FRITCH, Brigardier General
retired, Virginia Beach, Virginia, advised
. that he recalled that ABRLHAM GEORGE
“~" SILVAERIAN was a highly placed civilian
‘employee under his supervision in 1942 and
part of 1943 at the Air Forces Material
Command, Vashington, D.C. General FRITCH
claimed that he knew nothing of SILVERMAN's
, activities away from the place of employment
and also stated that he did not know the
identity of SILVERMAN's associates. He
stated that there was "some talk" concerning
SILVERIAN's affiliations at the time he was
employed for the Air Force. He stated that
SILVFRMAN's loyalty was not questioned,
although there was an investigation
conducted to ascertain the affiliation of
one of the employees in SILVERMAN's section,

SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS:

. B \/ / ¢ _ . ) ’{—\:‘
o ?‘) pUe BRERRE :3/“.6

REFERENCE: Bureau File No. 74~1333.
Washington Field letter to the Bureau dated
April 1, 1949,

DETATIS: This is a’joint investigation of Special Agent WALTHR I..
HEYER and the writer.

I y ‘
APPROVED AND ol AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES '
FORWARDED: ("4 Wﬂ CHARGE ?
N I ?

COPIES DESTROYED "7 1/332-1508 7 ;RE%R’DED_g

g DEC 16 1984ries oF THIS REPORT

5+Bureau 2-Norfolk - L o
{1-Thomas J. Donegan, Sp. Asst. e e | -
to 4Attorney Gener;.l, N.Y, S AL AT A Q INDEXED - 25
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The referenced letter from Washingbton Field to the
Bureau dated April 1, 1949, stated that efforts were being made to
ascertain the identity of the associates and activities of
ABRAHLMy GEORGE SILVZRMAN, who had been mentioned by ELIZABETH
TERRILLABENTLY in recent HCUA Hearings as one of the pérsons who was
supplying confidential information to unauthorized sources when
SILVERMAN was employed by the War Department from 1943 to 1945.

DONALD F. FRITCH, Brigardier General retired, was
interviewed by Special Agent WALTER L. HEYER and the writer at his
place of residence 209 — 36th Street, Virginia Beach, Virginia, at
which time he stated that he had served in the capacity as Assistant
Chief of Staff in the Army Air Forces Material Command under General
BENNETT }YERS, during 1942 and part of 1943.

fccording to General FRITCH, ABRAHaM GEORGE SILVERMAN
was a highly placed civilian employee under his supervision. General
FRITCH recalled that he had the responsibility of rating SILVERMAN's
services during this period and undoubtedly that was the reason that
he had signed SILVERMAN's efficiency rating. General FRITCH also
recalled that General MYERS had been desirous of obtaining the
services of a competent statistician for certain analytical work
in connection with aircraft production, that is predicting and
analyzing daily production. General FRITCH said that through the
efforts of General MYERS the services of SILVERMAN had been obtained.
He said that SILVERIAN at that time had gathered around him people
that he, SILVERMAN, had personally recommended and desired to be in
his section to aid in this type of work.

hLccording to General FRITCH, SILV.RMaN had been
employed either at the Railroad Retirement Board -r* with the Labor
Department prior to transferring to the War Department.

General FRITCH was certain that SILVEHIAY had been -
instrumental in securing the servies of the other employees in his
section. At that time General FRITCH recalled that there had been
some question as to the reliability of some of the employees in this
section., He stated that there was "some talk" about the possibility of
affiliations of both SILVERM. N and other employees in organigations
of questionable background.

During the interview General FRITCH stated that
SILVERM:AN had been regarded by many as a liberal and was. ofteh referred
to as a Socialist. General FRITCH stated that he knew nothing of
SILVERMAN's activities out of the office, nor did he know the identity
of SILViRMAN's associates, General FRITCH advised that he had never
been associated with SILVARiuN socially and recalled that on one
occasion he had been invited by SILVERIZN to attend a2 social function
at his home but had declined the invitation.
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He furnished this informgtion concerning one of the
persons who SILVERMA4N had gathered around him to meke up the section;
he recalled that one of the female employees, believed to be
SILVER*AN's secretary, a Jewish girl in her twenties had been the
subject of an investigation by either the F.B.I. or irmy Intelligence.
This investigation was instigated by the department Brigardier
General FRITCH headed because there was some question at that time
of the affiliations of this employee. General FRITCH stated that
efforts were made to ascertain this employee's associates and —
the organizations with which she was affiliated. He stated that
nothing came of the investigation and apparently she was cleared.

General FRITCH said that the data compiled by
SILVERM:N's section as well as the data that came in possession of
those in SILVIRMAN's section was classified as being restricted and
confidential, General FRITCH said that as head of a section
SILVERMAN had access to all docunents, data and factual information
which was _entrusted to this section. He could not recall any
security measure employed by his command to prevent any highly
placed civilian employee from removing restricted and confidential
documents from the files or the section. General FRITCH said that
Mr. SILVERMAN was considered a trusted and loyal person and that as
such could remove any of these documents from the files or even take
them from the building. Because of SILVERMAN's position General
FRITCH stated that he was nof made accountable for any of this
classified material which was at his disposal.

It is pointed out here that General FRITCH supplied
information to the effect that there was a similar section performing
almost identical functions as SILVERMAN's section which was headed by
an officer believed to be a colonel in rank. General FRITCH was
unable to furnish the name qf this officer. It was the opinion of
General FRITCH that this unidentified officer was more closely associated
with SILVERMAN than either he or General MYERS. He also stated.that there
was some friction between the sections headed by the unidentified
colonel and SILVERMAN end that General MYERS. seemed to be the
stabilizing force between the two individuals.

General FRITCH stated that he was re-assigned to
duty in Italy in about August 1943 and was replaced by Colonel JOHN
SESSUMS. General FRITCH stated that Colonel SESSULS acted in the
capacity as Assistant Chief of Staff to General MYSRS until about
1945, at which time he was assigned to the Buropean theater of war.

General FRITCH said that possibly Colonel SESSUMS
could furnish information in connection with this investigation as
well as furnish the name and adcress of the unidentified Army officer
who headed the section similar to SILVERMAN's section.
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General FRITCH concl ded by saying that he did not
know either ALGhR&ﬁL@S or WHITTAKER>CHLMBERS and has not known
SILVERMAN to have been associafed with either. General FRITCH also
stated that if he had ever suspected or knew of STILVERMAN supplying
confidential information to unauthorized persons that he would have
taken appropriate action 4o have him investigated. '

General FRITCH was emphatic in stating that .
SILVERMAN's loyalty was not questioned at that time.

— REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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THE WASHINGTON FIEID DIVISION

AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

111l ascertain from the Department of the Air Force
the present whereabouts of Jolonel JOHN SES3UMS and set out
appropriate leads to have Cclonel SESSUMS interviewed concerning
the facts of this investigetion.

—  REFERRED UPQOY COLPLITTION TO THE OF#ICE OF JRIGIN -
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FormNo.1 NEJ YORK : FiLs no. 65-487

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

N

REPORT MADE AT ) DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE. REPORT MADE BY
NCRFOLK, VIRGINIA L2859 L—~T7-4L9 LEMUEL 7. KERR cla
T CHARACTER OF CASE

T‘“jAHAM PERJURY;

ESFPIONAGE — R
- INTERNAL SECURITY — R

SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: JJON!}LD . l."RI‘}‘C}.I,, Brigard:i_er (}er}eral )

retired, Virginia Beach, Virginia, advised
thet he recalled that ABRAHAM GEORGE
SILVARIAN was a highly placed civilian
employee under his supervision in 1942 and
part of 1943 at the Air Forces Material
Command, Vashington, D.C. General FRITCH
claimed that he knew nothing of SILVERMAN!'s
activities away from the place of employment
and also stated that he did not know the
identity of SILVERMAN's associates. He
stated that there was "some talk! concerning
SILVERIAN's affiliations at the time he was
employed for the Air Force., He stated that
SILVERFAN's loyalty was not questioned,
although there was an investigation
conducted to ascertain the affiliation of
one of the employees in SILVERMAN's section.
- RUC -

REFERENCE: Bureau File No. 74~1333. “
‘lashington Field letter to the Bureau dated
April 1, 1949.

DETATIIS: This is a joint investigation of Special Agent WALTHR L.
HEYER and the writer.

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

FORV.VARDED: IN CHARGE
- COFIES OF THIS REPORT
( 5+ Bureau 2-Norfolk
1/-Thomas J. Donegan, Sp. Asst. Kisseloff-7099
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2-Wlashington Field (74~94)
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EYHORSE.Of EACTS: " Colonel SIDNEY F,” GIFFIN; LEO PASVOLSKY;

RICHARD W, FLOURNOY; HOJARD C, JUHNSON; -
RELLA R, SCHWARTZ, nee RESNICK; Brigadier .
General TELFORD TAYLOR, interviewed. No
information of Communist activities on part

of ALGER HISS developed. Neighborhood in=-
vestigation equally negative, Investigation

to locate pertinent Woodstock typewriter set
out, - File review of HISS! financial transe
actiongnset out, Information re WILLL

ETWARD "CRANE obt J7ned’ from MRS, PEYT R

S8t oube PAUL C, BLS, GEORGE HoX o ER,
associates of LAUREHNC ];‘(‘.,\Qg; GAN, intervi wedo
Information from INS re ERWIN S XgELSBY aka
DRFIII?"@;SKY set out, PAUL Ro\' RTER, former [
husband of EL.J{NLR" I"E.L;SOV 11'11;ex'v:Lewed° ' In- !
quiry re DAV'IDJZI’MM’U. ith aliases, WEBSTER'
CLANWFOWELL knew HARO
ELEANSR NELSO’\T ROBL‘RT‘C BE; denies knowledge
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- DETATLS : AT WASHINGTON, D, C,

ALGER HISS

Interviews with Friends, Associates,
Neighbors, and Acquaintances

New York teletype of January 28, 1949, requested this office to
" interview LEO PASVOILSKY, of the Brookings Institube, and Colonel SIDNEY F,
GIFFIN, U, S. Air Force,

Colonel SIDNEY ¥, GIFFIN, Chief, World Survey Branch, Air Forces
Operations, Room 4C=1082, *entagonq adv‘:x.sed Special Agent JACK S. TURTON on .
March 31, 1949, that he hag known ALGER HISS since January 1946, GIFFIN had
been a member of a joint commitbee composed of Army and Navy officers and
State Department representatives, the purpose of which was the study and the
development of security measures for the United States and an analysis of
world affairs reflecting on United States security,

. GIFFIN attended a number of committee meetings at which HISS was
preser\'b in his capacity of Chief of the Spzecial Political Affairs Division
of the Department of State,, In addifiion, GIFFIN spent two weeks in August
1947, at a seminar conducted by the Brooklngs Institute at Darbmouth College.

He has also had contacts with HISS since the latter assumed the presidency of -

the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, He considered HISS to be a
friend, even though he has known him only professionally and has never visited
HISS' home, nor has HISS visited the GIFFIN home. GIFFIN stated that he had
‘been.in London at the. time the HISS-CHAMBERS case broke in the newspapers in
the Fall.of 1948. Upon reading of the hearings and of HISS' subsequent in-
-volvement, GIFFIN had written HISS a letbter, In this lebtter, he told HISS
of his regre'b that as a result of the "mud slinging" some of the dirt had
splattered on HISS! coak, He received a short acknowledgment from HISS, but
was wnable to locate that piece of correspondence, GIFFIN stated that he
was uneble to justify in his own mind the allegation made against HISS., He
realized that his contact occurred a number of years after HISS'! alleged
act:_v::bles,, but in his op:m.un,(, there was no activiby on HISS' part that
would lead GIFFIN to believe in the accusations against HISS.. GIFFIN had
had numerousg differences of opinions in conversations with HISS, but none

of the ideas’ propounded by HISS led GIFFIN to believe that HISS displayed
pro=Soviet téndencies in any way, .

With further reference to the meeting of the Brookings Institute
ab Dartmouth College, GIFFIN stated that he had become quite friendly with
HISS, and that they had worked closely on a number of projects at that
meeting, GIFFIN described the purpose of the seminar as making available
the combined state-military views toward the securiby measures of the United
States. GIFFIN did not attend the Brookings séminar held at Stanford
University in June and July 1947, but was aware of the fact that HISS had
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athtended this conference, He made available a letter written to him by

HISS at the time that HISS returned an original document to GIFFIN, GIF-
FIN stated bthat this document was a paper on American security which he had
writben and had sent to HISS in order to obtain HISS' ideas on the paper.
This letber has been submitted to the Federal Bureau.of Invesbigation Labora-
tory for appropriate typewriter examinstion,

LEO PASVOLSKY Brookings Institute, Washingbon, D. C., advised
Special Agent JACK S. TURTON, on February 8, 1949, that he has been employed
by the Institube since 1922, and was on leave of absence from Brookings
Institute during the period he was employed by the State Department. PAS-
VOLSKY stated that ALGER HISS entered the State Department to work for _
FRANCIS B, SAYRE, inasmuch ag SAYRE desired an attborney as an assistant in
the Trade Agreements Division of the State Department, PASVOLSKY advised
that. when SAYRE left the State Department to go to the Philippine Islands,
HISS transferred to work for STANLEY HORNBECK., 4&s far as he could remember,
HI5S stayed with HORNBECK unbil approximately 19k, :

PASVCOLSKY stabed that HISS wasg appointed to the Staff that at-
tended the Yalta Conferencs by the Secretary of State., He was further ap-
pointed as Seqretary General at the San Francisco Cornference by Secretary of

State S‘J.‘I}?ETII\T.LUS9 and this. appeintment had the approval of the late Pres1denu
ROOSEVELT ,

PASVOLSKY stated he is not aware of any person or persons who may
have been behind HISS in HISS? govermment employment, and knows of no one
who was sponsoring him, He did not know HISS at all well socially; his
family had never exchanged wvisits with the HISS family, and he knows of
none of HISS! friends,

PASVOLSKY has never been closely associabed with the Carnegie
Endowment and did noh discuss HISS'! appointment to the position as President
with JOHN FOSTER DULLES. PASVOLSKY advised HISS! appointment to the Carnegie
Institute position was considered a wvery good one by a number of people, inas—
much as HISS had turned out to be an excellent administrator. PASVOLSKY
stated no one had ever given much thought to HISS' ability along this line,

but that he had turned out to be an excellent administrator at the Dumbarton
Oaks Conference,

He was unable to locate any typewritten correspondence from ALGER
HISS, He has been advised by JOSEPH VALLENTINE that HISS had had no corres-
pondence with the business office of the Brookings Instibtute, Washingbon,
D. Co

Bureau letter deted March 18, 1949, instructed this office to
interview RICHARD B, FLOURNEY. On Varch 23, 19L-9o RICHARD W, FLOURNOY,
111 West leland Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, was interviewed at his home
by Special Agent JOHN B, VAN ETTEN, MR, I'LOURNOY who is presently retired
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after servmg ag a Legal Advisor with the State Department for a consider-
able number of years, furnished the following infor*na’o.:.ons

He firsh bacame acquainted with ALGER HISS in approximately 1940,
at which time, FLOURNOY, in hig capacity as Legal Advisor, wag working on
various trade agreemsnis and had some bugsiness cortact with ALGER HISS.
FLOURNOY was never obher than casually ac,quat nbed with ALGER HISS and, %o
iz knowledge, they had nasver met socialiy in the cgame gocial cir'cleo He
hag, %o his kaowl. edpe, never reseived any correspondence from ALGER HISS
elbher in %ypem«ai.:}ng or in lenghand and he knows robody who might be of
ald in this vregard,

Although the City Divesbowy rafleubs thab F'LOURNOY regided only
one inlock from ALGER HISS on P Strest, Northwegt, FLOURNOY was unaware of
this fact and gbated that his endire contact vrlbh ALGER HISS had been limited
o mathers of nusinc;sss ab tga Shate Depardmant, He wag unable to identify
the photograph of WHIITAK AMBERS, amhuugn Im thought the phobograph used
by WHITTAKER CHAUBERS ¢ ’3 28 DA.VI SRREN, to obbain a passport in 1935, was

familiar, He could not idmtlf‘,r this phobograph with any particular indi~
vs‘.dm‘.h

Tu wiew of the fach the referenced Buraau lebbter requests that a
RICHARD B, FLOURNEY ba inverviswed, it was considered advisable to determine
whether the al above FLOURNOY was idewtical with the person referred to in the
Bureauts lehter. FLOURNCY advized that he was well acquainted with ALBERT
LEVIIT, who had fox'merJy been with the Department of Justice, and it is
p.cesumed that RICHARD B, FLOURNEY and RICHARD W, FLOURNOY are actually one
and the same pergon.

By teletype dataa March 22, 194%, New York Office requested that
HOWARD G, JOHNSON, Chief of %he Division for United Nabtions Security Affairs,
Uo So Department of State, be interviewsd. On March 28, 1949, JCHNSON was
interviewsd at his office, Room 609, 215 C Stresth, Northwest Amnex No. 5,
Uo 8o Department; of State, hy Special Agent DONALD D, GONNORS.,

JOHNSON advised he resides at 4731 Pulton Street, Northwest, and
that he was first employed by the State Depariment in October, 1945. H
stated it wes some time afber that when he first met HISS, JOHNSON adv:Lsed
that although he was a member of the Secvebvariat at the San Francisco United
Nations Conference, he did not know HISS until after the conference, He
poinbed out that he knew HISS only for a very short time and that he did
not know him socislly, He said that his acquaintance with HISS on all counts
was extremely slight., JOHNSON did not recognize pictures of CHAMBERS, ad-
viged that he had never met CHAMBERS, and that he had no corrsspondence from
HIZS, He advised that in view of his slight acquaintance with HISS, he had
ne reason or occasion te doubd HISS? layaliy.
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New York teletype dated February 2L, 1949, requested this office
to interview MRS, RELLA R, SCHWARTZ, a former employee of the Agrlculture
Adaus’omen’c Administration.

MRS, RELLA R, SGHWARTZ nee L, RELLA RE‘SNTCK was interviewed at
her office, Room 800, Hibbs Bu:le:Lng on March 16, 191499 by Specidl Agent
FRANCIS R. McGINTY, MRSa SCHWARTZ advised she was appointed a Junior Ab-
borney in 193L, and was employed at the Litigation Section, Agriculture
Adjustment Administration., Her .work in the capacity of a Junior Attorney
consisted mostly of briefing cases, and doing considerable research work
in the library. As a result, she did not come in contact with the more
prominent atbtorneys in the Agrlculture Adjustment Administration, While
working at the AAA, she was sbudying hard for the bar examinations and as
a result, had l:Lt'ble time for socidl activities vhich would have brought
her in- corrbact with other at eys in the AAA, She did, however, have
an initial interview with LEB{RRESSMAN, who was one of 'bhe most prominent
attorneys, but does not recall meet:.ng or seeing ALGER HISS, The nature
ofher work did not bring her in conbact with the head attorneys at the AAA
and as a result, she was never adquainted with ALGER HISS, nor would she
know him or his acquaintances, MRS, SCHWARTZ advised she had no reason
to receive any correspondence from ALGER HISS, nor was she acqualnted
socially w:.th hinm,

MRS, SCHWARTZ stated she was not aware of the fact that ALGER HISS
had béen employed by the AARA during the period she was employed with them
until shé read the recent news releases concerning MR, HISS' activities in
government employment. To the best of her knowledge, MRS, SCHWARTZ recalls
she left the AAK the latter pard of 1935, and has forgotten most of the
pecple who were employed there in 193} - 1935 and as a result could nob
recall any speclflc names., .

Referericed New York report requested this office to interview
General TELFORD TAYLOR, who had been associated with ALGER HISS in the
Agriculture Adgustment Administration,

‘ Brn.gadler General TELFORD TAYLOR Head of the War Crimes Section,
U, S, Army, was interviewed in his office in the Pentagon Building by Special
Agent THOMAS J, BARRY on March 2, 1949, and advised as follows:

'TAYLOR first met HISS in 193L, when TAYLOR had gone to work for
the AAA in the Agriculture Department., He was somewhat younger than HISS
and never considered himself to be a very closg friend., After the "purge!
in the Agriculture Department, in which JEROM RANK, LER PRESSMAN, .and
others, had lost.their jobs, while ALGER HISS was no’o one of those purged
HISS made a statement to the effect that he was in favor of those people
who had been purged and it was shortly thereafter that HISS resigned. TAYLOR
took over part of HISS'! dubties and, therefore, worked closely with HISS for

a few weeks in order to become acquainted with his duties., A4fter HISS resigned,
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TAYLOR only saw him a few times on the occasion of cocktail parties and
the like. TAYLOR entered the Justice Department -in about September 1939,
and in 1943, entered the U, S. Ariny and.went overseas. From that time,
until May 191;8 he had not seen or heard of ALGER HISS. When he returned
from overseas, in May 1948, he contacted HISS in connection with his work
with the War Crimes Trial, since he wanted HISS to publish scme informa-
tion concerning the trlal, the arrangements for which were to be made by

the Carnegie Endowment Fund for Peace, with which HISS was by then con~
nected.

About October 1948, after the charges against HISS had appeared
in the newspapers, but before the "pumpkin papers" had been exposed, HISS
got in touch with TAYLCR. According to TAYLOR, the reason for this was
that HISS told him he wanted to go over some of the things that had. happened
during the period of their joint employment in the Agriculture Depariment
in order to refresh HISS' memory, TAYLOR was shown pictures of WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS and failed to identify him, He stated he had never seen or heard
of CHAMBERS, During TAYLOR®s employment at the Agriculture Department, he
believes that he may have been in the HISS home about six times, and that
HISS and his wife came to the TAYLOR home about the same nmumber of times.
He did not recall seeing a typewriter in the HISS home. He commented that
when the matter broke in the newspapers, it was a complete shock to him,
as he had never had any indication that HISS was a Communist,. or in any way
involved in a conspiracy to obtain Govermment secrets. Ab the present time,
his feelings are akin to those of DEAN ACHESON and he is waiting until the
court action to see whether HISS is proven guilty or not before coming to
any conclus:.on with regard to HISS'! guilt,

. By letter dated Yerch Ly 1949, the Bureau suggested that former
neighbors of ALGER HISS be 1nterv1efwed° .

MRS, ERNEST I, IHNIS 3099 Q Street, Northwest, advised Special
Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 9, 1949, that she met’ PRISCILLAHISS
sometime around 1941, She could not fix the exact time, but Stated That

she was never an 1nt:una’oe friend of PRISCILLA HISS, but that she was a social
acquaintance until PRISCILIA HISS left Yashington, D." Co, in 1947. She visited
the HISS home on Volta Place on one occasion and visited their home in the
3200. block of P Street on two or three occasions, She could not furnish the
names of baby sitters, maids, or other employees of the HISS household, She
could not recall any typewriter in the home and advised that she has had no
correspondence with PRISCILLA HISS, except a letter to PRISCILLA sympathizing
with her after ALGER HISS was charged before the House Committee on Un~American
Aetivities., PRISCILLA answered her letter, but MRS, LEWIS advised that that
letter has since been destroyed.

MRS, LEWIS advised that she attended several hearings of the House
Committee on Un~American Activities and that she was present when HISS and
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CHAMBERS first confronted each other. She could not recall ever having.

seen WHITTAKER CHAMBERS prior to that time. She also examined ‘the photo-
graphs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were taken in’the middle thirties and

adv1sed that she’ could not identify. that individual,.

) She could not recall any acquaingances of PRISCILLA HISS who were
knovm by the name of CARI™CARLSON, GEOR ROSLEY or WHILTAKER CHAMBERS,

She emphas:.zed that PRISCILLA was much younger than she, and that her only
contact with her was at teas, parties, and other social affairs in Washing- ——
ton, She believes that she met ALGER on one occasion., She knew of nothing
which would indicate that the HISS'! were engaged in subversive activities.

MRS, HUGHES CALL, 1675 351;11 Street, Northwest, advised that she-
was active as one of the Co-D:rectors of the Foxhall. I\Tursery School, which
was conducted in the Parish Hall at Foxhall and Reservoir Road, Northwest
- from 1945 ’ohrough 1947, During that time, PRISCILLA HISS enrolled her chlld
TONY HISS, in the nursery school, Through this relationship, MRS, CALL be-
came acqualnted with PRISCILLA HISS, She also indicated that she met PRISCILLA
HISS at teas given by her mother, MRS. ERNEST I, LEWIS, and at social affairs.
given by other.residents in Georgetown. MRS, CALL adv:.sed that she is much
younger than PRISCILLA HISS and that she never became a good friend. She
"believes that she was in the HISS home on one or two occasions, but could
furnish no information concerning a typewriter, household employees, or baby
sitbters. ©She has never corresponded with either ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS.

MRS, BENNEIT PHELPS STILES, LO3 South Washington Street, Alexandr:.a, :

Virginia, advised that she was a sister of MRS, FERDINAND AUGUSTUS SILCOX.,.
She stated that MR, SILCOY was called to Washington, D. C., in 1936, to be~
come Chief Forester of the United States., Ab that time, he rented a house
in Georgetown and resided in this home from three to nine months. He soon
obtained permanent quarters and moved to Alexandria, Virginia, She could
furnish no information regarding the address of the house which was leased
in'-Georgetown, nor could she furnish the name of the person who owred that
house, ©She advised that her brother—in-law died in 1939, and that her sister
died in Alexandria, Virginia, in November of 1948, She advised that they
had no-children. : . ,

Colonel and MRS, FREDERICK W, BOYE, L4511 Cathedral Avenue, North-
west, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 9, 1949, that from
March 1938, through September 1939, they rented a home at 1545 35th Street,
from Adm:ral SHARP, They advised that they were not acquainted with the .
people who resided at 3415 Volta Place; however, they frequently loocked-over
the high board fence which separated their back yards and admired the roses
in the-yard at that address. They knew none of the employees at that address
and did not recognize the name of ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, WHITTAKER CHAMBERS,
GECRGE CROSLEY, or CARL CARLSON, They also examined photographs of WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS and,ALGER HISS, but were unable to identify either of these men.

Kisseloff-7107




“

. d
WFO 7L-94
MRS, ELINOR T, DONALDSON, 223h Decatur Place, Northwest, advised

Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 10, 19L9, that she et KATHERINE
HISS around 1939 or 1940, as they were both serving in the Amerfican Women's

- Volunteer Service in Wash:mgton, D, C, She also met KATHERINE/HISS at

and DONALD)ISS were very close friends of an old friend of hers, MRS. L.
CORRT STR/ She advised that she has probably met ALGER and PRISCILLA
HISS, /Ow she cannot recall it at this time, She has never corresponded
w:.th ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS and has never visited their home, She ex~
amined the photographs of ALGER HISS and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, but was unable
to identify either of these individuals.

various scX:L al functions in Washington, D. C. She recalls thatli KATHERINE

By teletype dated Merch 11, 1949, the New York Office i-equested that
GARDNER JACKSON be re-interviewed in comnection with the Twentieth Anniversary
Petition of the SACCO and VANZETTI case. On March 17, 1949, JACKSON was

_mtervzewed at his office, the Cooperative League of the United States of

America, 726 Jackson Place, Northwest, by Special Agent DONALD D, CONNORS.
JAGKSON recalled that he had sent a copy of the afore-mentioned petition to
ALGER HISS in 1947, when this petition was published, HISS returned the
petition with a letbter in which HISS indicated that he felt he could not
sign the petition because his position as President of the Carnegie Peace
Foundation precluded his taking so positive a stand in any highly contro-
versial matter. JACKSON advised that although he is- unable to find HISS!
letter, and has not read it for a year or so, there is nothing in this letter
to indicate that HISS was sympathetic to the Communist Party or to Soviet
Russia, He recalled that a number of individuals did refuse to sign this
pebition on the grounds that it was "Red baiting! and added to the "anti-
Soviet: hysterla" sweeping the country., )

MR, ‘I‘HOMAS B. NOLAN, Assm’cant Chief Geologist, U. S. Geoloclcal
Survey, Department of Intermrs was interviewed on March 17, 1949, by Special
Agent EDVARD F,” HUMMER at his office in the Old Interior Building, concern-
ing his knowledge as to whether ALGER HISS visited Longview, Accokeek,
Maryland, on or about July L, 1937, .

MR, NOLAN s’cated that prior te 1937, he was frequently ‘a week-end
guest at the estate of MR, and MRS, HENRY G. FERGUSON at Accokeek, Maryland,
but after 1937, the year his son was born, his visits there were more or less
infrequent, Inasmuch as he was the guest of ghe FERGUSONS, he did not know
the identity of the persons who visited SALLY INGE and LENORu THOMAS at
Longview, the adjoining property which was ovmed by the FERGUSONS and rented
to the two girls, - NOLAN stated that it was customary for the THOMAS and

RINGE guests to come over to the FERGUSON property and use the volley ball
court, ‘

" NOLAN stated that he never met ALGER HISS and only knows him
through the publicity of this case.and, therefore, he cannot say whether
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HISS was a v:Ls:Ltor at Longview, He was shown a p::.cture of ALGER HISS
taken in 1931; -and sbated that he had no recollection of HISS ever being
there, FERGUSON characterized the two girls, LENORE THOMAS and SALLY
RINGE as well as most of their guests, as being Multra liberals or new
deaJ.ers." By this, he meant that they invariably, in their d:LSC'L'LSSlOD.S,
_advocated the extreme left wing views at the time,-but he had no dis-
cussions with the two gnrls or the guests indicating their membership in
the Communist Party. NOLAN stated that he recalls a red-headed man there,

but. he did not know-his name, In recent conversations with thé FERGUSONS
the latter have identified him to NOLAN as being CHARI.ES \KRAMER .

Investigation to Locate
Woodstock: Typewrl’oer

The report of Speclal Agent DANIEL F. X, CALLAHAN in this matter,
dated Fe'bruary 17, 19h9, at Baltimore, Maryland requested this office to

recontact the Arllngton Ty‘pewr:.’ber Company in an effort to 1ocate SYLVIA.-
STEVENSo : .

“MRS., SYLVIA STEPH’*‘NS Lakeland Maryland, advised Special Agent
WILLIAM H, ATKINSON that in January or February of 1942, she purchased a
+ typewriter from the MacDONALD's Typewriter Company, 818 Fourteenth Street,
"Northwest, It i8 to be noted that this typewriter company is associated
- with the Arl:mg'bon Typewriter Gompany and the District Typewriter Company, and
all the records of these companies are maintained by the District Typewriter
Company at 818 Fourteenth Street, Northwesto

: Typewriter specimens cbtained by Agent ATKINSON on March 9, 1949,
from Woodstock typewriter No. 162202, which is presently owned by MRS.
STEPHENS, were forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory

- on March’ 10, 1949, . The Federal .Bureau of Invesbigation Laboratory advised
. in letter dated March 11, 1949, that Woodstock typewriter No, 162202 was -
not the mach:.ne that was used: to type. the documents turned over by CHAIMBERS.,

" By 1et'ber dated March- 16, 1549, ‘the ‘Bureau. reques’ced the ré-
::.nterv::.ew of ID&RRI €. FELDSTONE, 1531 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest.

: FEDLSTONE was reinterviewed on March 22, 19h9, at thssde&'e7df)9 )
bus:l.ness by Special Agents JOHN E, HOWARD and GHARLES W. PEASINGER., He ad-
vised that since his prévious interview by Agents on February L, 1949, he
- had located his book of sales and purchases covering dates up to 1935,

The only record.book not located was for the- period 1935 through 1943, FELD-
STONE advised that whén he moved from 1516 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest, about
a, year ago, he had destroyed a lot of old papérs and misplaced a 1ot of others
and he bel:Leves that instant book has been thrown away,

Previous sta'bements made by FELDSTONE were gone over w:Lth him care-
. fully but no additional data perta:mlng ﬁo instant typewriter was obta.med
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He continues to state that.he can recall no purchases of Woodstock type-
writers, no¥ can he recall any dealings with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS or
TIMOTHY OBSON .

: FELDSTONE was advised concernlng his notarization of HOBSON's

_naval papers- and asked for his comment, He stated he could hot recall
_this notarization, He stated that he notarized many such navy papers
during the war, but that he could not recall PRISCILLA or TIMOTHY. FELD-
STONE stbated that -when someone asks him for a notarization thdt he requests
that person to identify himself by some official or semi-official document,
€.ly, draft card, -driver's license, etc. He cannot recall PRISCILLA HISS
or what identii‘ication she may have used, )

W:L’ch FELDSTONE’S permission, Agents examined his filing cabinet.
and desk, as well as old.files he maintained in the basement,' but no perti-
nent records were located, FELDSTONE, subsequently, advised that he rented
.an old garage in the rear of 1516 Wlsconsm Avenue, Northwest, as a storage
‘place and that possibly some old records might be there, FELDSTONE ac=
companied Agents to this garage and a search thereof located.a quantity of
check stubs and two old typewriters which were not Woodstocks. FELDSTONE
advised that whenever he made a purchase that he paid for it by check. His
check stiubs were examined for the period 1937 through 19)43, but no record
oi' a typewriter purchase or any payment of interest was noted,

FELDSTONE adv:Lsed that he would continue to make. efforts o recall
. any information of interest to instant investigation and that though he could
not think of anywhere else that instant purchase book might be located, he

- would conbinue .to make efforts to locate it and would contach mte:r-v:.ewn.ng
Agents in that event, - FELDSTONE appeared to be en‘on.rely cooperative and
concerned with emphas:Lz:.ng his desire to coopérate-in any.way possn.ble.

 He stated that he could not positively affirm that he had not purchased
~instant typewriter, but, that if he had he had no. reccllec‘b:.on thereof.,

File Rev:Lew, HISS?® Fman01a1
Transactlons =

Reference is made to Bureauw letter to the ‘Washington F:.eld dated
March L, 1949, which requested the Washington Field Office to determine if -
- $L00 was redeposited in their bank account by either of the HISS! immediately
subsequent to November 19, 1937, thus substantiating the allegation of -
CHAMBERS that the money was repaid to the HISS' by Colonel BYKOV. This
letter also requested this office to check the case file for any infor-
mation as to why the HISS' would withdraw qﬁhOO from their savings account
on November 19, 1937° ‘

. The report of Special Agent (A) J. BERNARD COOK, dated March 1h,
1919, at Washington, D, C., reported that PRISCILLA HISS withdrew $1i00 from ,
the HISS Joint savings account No. 10931 at the Earmers and Mechanics

[y
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DR, MARGARET NICHOLSON,

wedjh&h-

Branch, Riggs National Bank, Washington, D. C., on November 19, 1937. This
report containg a. debailed analys:.s showing withdrawals, deposits, descrip-
tion of deposits when available, and balance of ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS!
savings account from November Ly, 1936, through October dis 1948, This
report also contains an analysis showmg deposits, descrlptlon of deposits
when available, and balance for the HISS checking account.at the same bank

. from June 6, 193k, through February L, 1949,

Ebcammatlon of the analysis of the HISS! savings account reflects
that after the withdrawal of the above-mentioned $400 on, November 19, 1937,
the balance remained-under $I100 until May 8, 1939, when $200 was deposited
into the account. This brought the balance “in the account up to§02.29,

“The depos:ub of $200 was wnidentified in the analysis.

: An analysis of the I-IISS' check:mg account for the year 1937 , failed
to list any material deposit that dees not regularly appear month after month
except for a deposit made on May 19, 1937, in the amount of $657.42. The
analysis reflects that the deposit slip for this deposit bore the notation -
"Heinold." On.December 8, 1937, a 5,15300 deposit was made, the analysis re-
flecting that the source 1S unidentified.. After December 8, 1937, the
follow:mg depos:.ts that have not appeared regularly each month were noted:

(l) On February 5 1938 a check for $116 ’ohat was
drawn on the Munsey Trust Company, Washlngbon, .
- Do Co, was deposited. - :

(2) On June 18, 1938, a depos:n:b of $400 was made.’ The
checklng account analysls reflects the source was
-unidentified,

T (3) .o November 28, 1938, ‘a deposit of $400 was made.
: The checking accotnt analysis reflects that the
Source was unldentlfled.

Oi‘f:l.ces covering the locatlon of payments that were llsued on

. deposit slips have been requested %o ‘attempt to determine the source of

deposits to the HISS! accounts by conbactlng payments on whlch depos:.’c.

~checks were drawn, .

Family ftllne'ss and Hospitalization

The review of the file revealed that TIMOTHY HOBSON a stepson of
ALGER HISS, was injured at 27th and P Streets, Northwest, by a car driven

. by ‘GEORGE E KILLEEN, 3117 N Street, Northwest, Washlngton, D. C., on Febru-~

ary 19,.1937.. TIMOI‘fIY HOBSON was admitted to Georgetcwn University Hospital °

. for treatment of a broken leg on February 19, 1937 » and he was releaged from

the hospitdl on February 27, 1937. He was treated by DR, PAUL O'CONNELL and
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. Doctors and dentists who have treated the HISS i‘am:.ly and repre-
senbatives of hospitals where members of the family have beén patients, have
been contacted by Agents of this office, but no data appéars in the file
that would indicate details regarding the financial relationship between
them, Thus, there is no indication that unusual medical expenses arose
around November 1937; however, interview with friends and associates did
not reveal eny known illness or operation during this period,

Purchase ‘of Aut omob ile

’ 'I'he i‘:Lles of the Cred:.t Bureau, 1221 G Streeb Northwest reflect .
that ALGER HISS, :2905 P Street, Northwest, on October 7, 1935, purchased. from -
the Smoct Motor Company, a Plymouth Motor No, PJ 295368, for $723.85. HISS
made a cash down payment and the balance of $621. 35 was to be paid in two
monthly 1nstallments of $200 and one installment of 55221.35 . .

Furnl’oure

: MARTHA POPE advised tha’o she was employed by the HISS' as a mald
from 1930 to 1935, ‘at 3411 O Street, Northwest; 2831 28th Street, Northwest,
and for about a month after they moved to 2905 P Street, Northwest around

‘May 1, 1935, (The HISS! lived at 2905 ‘P Street, NorthwesL,, from May 1, 1935,

to June 15, 1936), She.stated that HISS rented. the P Street house .furn:.shed
that she does not recall any furniture being removed from the apartment on
28th Street to P Street, and that the’ HISS’ carried their personal- belong:mgs

bo P Street in their automobileo

CLAUDIE GATLET” amaid employed by the HISS' about six months before
thé HISS! moved.to the house on 30th Street, (HISS moved from 2905 P Street to

- 12h5 30th Street, on June 15, 1936) unbtil the Sumser of 1938, advised that
" most of the furnrbure in the house at 2905 P Street, \Torthwest was not the .
property of ~the HISS! and was 1ef"b in the house when they moved to 12115 -30th .

Street, Northwest. They did move several chairs, a secretary, a small table,

. their books and typewriter and their personal belongings by moving van. - She

stated that when the HISS! moved from 30th Street to 3415 Volta Place, North-
west, around January of 1938, their furniture and household effects were
moved by van. In fact, .she mdlcated in her signed statement that they
moved everything from the 30th Street house to Volta Place, with the ex~
ception of a kitchen stove and other such fixbures. She reported that a - ;
red rug ‘with a fr:mge was stored by the HISS' in a closet at 1245 30th Stree'b,
Northwest, but. that after they moved to Volta Place, it was placed on the «

- floor of TIM HOBSON's room,

. Real Estate and House

The f:s.les of the Real Bstate Tax 'Division reflect that on Sep‘oem-—

: ber 28, 1943, ALGER HISS purchased the residencé at 3210 P Streeb, North-

west, from PRENTISS B, GILBERT and that he sold the residence on October 25,

' l9h7 s to BENTRAM and RUTH SORELS BENDICT. All -other residences in Washington,

| Kisseloff-7112
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Ds C., were rented by ALGER HISS and there was no 1nformatlon :.n the files
pertaln:mg to the amount of the - monthly rent.

Insurance Prem:u:uns

. On December 13, 1948, MR, LEO D. FITZGERALD Associate Counsel for
the Equltable Life. Assurance Company of the United States, advised that
ALGER HISS wes an assured of that company., Information regarding monthly
or annual premiums, etc., was not reported. The case files do not reflect
any other insuranece policies for the HISS!. :

TIMOTHY HOBSON's Educa“blon

IR, FRA.NCIS THAYER, HOBSON 1i25 Fourth Averiue, New York C:Lt.y, ‘ade
vised on December 16 1948, / that. he personally made arrangements for all of

TIMOTHY HOBSON 's school:mg and had personally paid the b:Llls for same by
check .

o PRISC]I,LA HISS‘ SChoollng

The :E':Lles reflect that PRISCILLA attended summer ‘school in Chemistry
at the University of Maryland, in 1937, and that shie.enrolled-at Georgetown
University on- Septembér 17, 1937, and withdrew December 13, 1937. Financial
data regarding. these studies is not available in the files.

Credit
Regults of Credlt Agency checks in Wash:.ngton, D. C., Were reported

on pages 76 and 77, - in the report of Spec:Lal Agent, COURTLAND J, JONES dated
January 28, 19}49, at Wash:_ngton, D, G,

- Investlgatlon -réflects that the follow:mg accounts were opened by
the HISS! subsequent to November 19, 1937

Business Establ:.shmen’c _ Date Account épened :

. Julius Garfinckel and Company . September 21, 1950
B, Rich Sons Shos Store , " September 1936 -
Raie:igh Haberdashery. . ‘ October 1940
Standard 0il Company of New Jersey 7 6c’oober 1940

_ ISS JANET HELMFELD, Audltor, W & J SLOANE, 1217 Connect.lcut
Avenue, Northwest, advised that when the office was moved from 709 2lst

Street, Northwest that all old records were destroyed. Present records were

rev:Lewed and. they revealed no account i‘or ALGER or PRISCJILA HISS. (Credit
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Bureau report dated October 23, 19h0 1ndlcates ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS |
opened an account with W'& J SLOANE in September 1936). There is an account
in the name -of DONALD HISS and records. indicated that he purchagsed a rug in
May of 19&7. _ . _

On page 121, in the report of Spec:.al Agent JOSEPH M. KELLY, dated
February 8, 1949, at New York City, MARIAN KENNY, Assistant Credit Manager,
Best and Compan;y' S5lst gStreet and Fifth Avenue, New York City, advised that
MRS, ALGER (PRISCILLA) HISS opened ‘an account at the Washington, D. C., store
of Best “and Company on September 26, 1938, This account represents a thirty-
day charge account with a 1:Lm1tatlon of $150. The account was settled in

k 1943, -

MR, C. H, RAITT Credlt Manager, ‘Standard 0il Company of New

. Jersey, 261 Constitution Avenue , Northwest, advised that ALGER HISS opened

a fuel oil account in October of 19L0, but that all records pertaln:mg bo
the account are man.nta:med :m the Balt:.more office,

. A teletype to the D:Lrector from the Balt:.more Ofi‘:.oe dated March 15
19h9, reflects that HISS opened a fuel oil-account on Oétober 30, 19h0 -dnd
that.no record of gasoline charge account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA
HISS could be located -in the credit records of the Shell 0il Company, Inc,,
Esso Standard 0il Company, Sinclair 0il. Company, Sherweod Oll Company, or
‘the American ‘Oil.Company,. all Baltimore, Maryland. : : ;

MR, FRANK SCOLT, Credlt Mahager, - Woodward and Lothrop Department

' Store, ‘advised that an account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS had-

been opened on September 18, 1935. MRS. THEIMARBUGK, Credit. Department,

,Woodward and Lothrop, adv1sed that the credit account records.are only

kept for three years unless some unusual reason exists to keep an individual

- account. ‘She stated that all ledger references perta:l.nlng to. 1931 and 1938

cred:Lt accounts have been destroyed many years. ago.

MRS ROSE G BREAULT Credit Manager, Brentano's Bookstore, 1322

F Street Northwest, advised that an account for MRS, ALGER HISS was opened

in October 1929, that sthe original credit appllcat:.on ‘and old ledger sheets
have been destroyed and that the“current ledger card reflécts the highest
credlt ever extended to the HISS! was $38.50 in November - December, 1946,

SR, WILLIAM KING of the W.-S. K:mg and Son Coal- Company, 211;1

‘30th’ Street, Northwest, advised that his records show.ALGER HISS purchased

coal on cred:Lt durlng the W:Lnter of 1930. No other :Lnformat:.on was avaa.lable.

ELIZABETH I, JACKSON 3112 Q Street Northwest adv1sed that she
was Secretary-Treasurer of. Preece and Curtis, Inc.y a woman's store formerly -

. located at 101l Connecticut Avenue, Northwest. She advised.that this busi~
ness was sold in July of 1947, and that all records were destroyed except
. " for customer accounts that had not been settled. She does not have any .
_ records of the store pertaining to ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. She-reported

Kisseloff-7114
=1 -, e




WFO Thely

that she knew MRS. HISS in a business way, as she had been a regular customer
since about 1936 or 1937. She recalled that MRS, HISS usually purchased
sport clothes and suits that ran from $19.95 to $29.00. The HISS!' settled

" their account promptly and she believes that the. largest credit balance
would be somewhere between $50,00 and 5,15125 00,

Credrb appllcatlons that were executed by either ALGER or PRIS-
CILLA HISS in most of the foregoing business establishments have been
destroyed. .The credit application that was executed by MRS. HISS at B.
-Rich and Son Shoe Store lists credit references that have prev:Lously been
contacted and, explalned above,

WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE

Interview w:.th MRS. PEYTON KERR ’

By 'beletype dated March 9, 1949, the New York Off:Lce adv:Lsed that
1 in about 1936 or 1937, WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE attempted to develop MR, and
MRS, PEYTON KERR .as. sources of information for a Soviet espionage apparatus,
but that this attempt was unsuccessful This office was requested to inter-
view MR ‘and MRS, PEYTON KERR, o

On N’arch 18 1949, MRS, PEYTON KERR was interviewed at her home,
421l Argyle Drive, 1—&’.i.exr=1ndr:Lan9 by Special Agent DONALD D, CONNORS. She ad~
vised that her husband is now First Secretary of the United-States Embassy ~—
at New Delhi, India, and that he has been in this position for approximately
. "four months., . She and: the children intend to join him there and planned to
A leave the United -States approx;ma‘bely, April 5, 1949,

: Af‘ter a moment's hes:LtatJ.on, MRS KERR recognized a. p:!.cture of -
CRANE and correctly identified him, ©She stated that her husband had met -
CRANE &t the University of Callfornla, at Berkeley, California, while MR,
p KERR was attending college there in about 1933.or 193l According to MRS,
L KERR, her husband was well acquainbed with one MARGARET/ UTELIUS, a pre=
| : med:Lcal student -at Berkeléy, and through her, met CRANE, CRANE and GUTELIUS
| " were subsequently married., MRS, KERR stated ‘that she and MR, KERR were
married on July 10, 193k, in San Francisco, California, her maiden name
- being MARGARET ‘«IILSON She recalls that she associates her first meeting -
with PEGGY\QUTELIUS and WILLIAM CRANE with her own wedding. At that time,
CRANE was a free-lance photographer and resided in Berkeley.. In 1935, the
KERRS left Berkeley and came to Washington, D. C. Sometime later that year,
CRANE -and his wife moved to New York G:.’Gy, where CRANE also opera'bed as &
free—lance photographero ‘ . _

g MRS. KERR advised 'bhat. bpth she and her husband were ex‘hremely
fond of CRANE's wife, but both.regarded CRANE as a hraggadocious egomanidc
and both had an intense dislike for CRANE. MRS, KERR advised CRANE's wife .
to separate from him and she recalls that in 1936, MARGARET\CRANE did, in
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fact, leave WILLIAM CRANE, and fellown.ng a brief and unsuccessful reconéil-
1at3.on, the CRANES were - dlvorced. \ccording to MRS, KERR, the former MARGARET
GUTELIUS\CRANE is now MRS, JAMES F, WATT .a pract:.cmg physn.c:.a_n Ain Pharr,

Follow:.ng ﬁhe unsuccessful reconclllatlon be‘bween the CRANES, -
MARGARET CRANE told MRS, KERR that WILLIAM CRANE had made the remark that

' _ he was photographing national defense installations in New York City and

was being paid for this work by another nation. MRS, KERR stated that there
weré .no.further details in regard to this statement, but.that she and her
husband, as well as MARGARE‘I‘ CRANE, could not bel:Leve th::.s remark and at~
tr:.buted it to CRANE'S usual bluster:mg mannero

. She stated that she and her husband saw the CRANES probably no more

' _than five or six times from 1935 through the early part-of 1937, -at which time
the CRANES were divorced. She recalls that MARGARET CRANE, during this tine,

was studying medicine and in the Summer of 1936 or 1937, MRS. "CRANE' worked
in the George Washington Hospital. Clinic. in Washington, D. C. She recalls
that this employment lasted only about eight weeks and during this time,
MARGARET CRANE lived at an apartmént hotel in the Northwest section of

- Waghington., She could not recall the exact location of this hotel, bub

stated that it was rather far out to the East of Gonneo'b:.cut Avenue.

MRS, KERR de'scr_ibed'MA.RGARET CRANE as i‘ollows :‘

Heights c " 5u o3
. Hair: e Light brown
- Byess . Blue
s ~N Build:" : . o Slender
L. % Agewin 1937: - ‘ 28 - 30.years ‘
-..Charatteristics:s = | Excellent . swimmer, i‘ormerly

held summer employment as
~ Counsel for g:Lrls' camps. ..

. MRS, KERR recalled that while MARGARET CRANE lived in Wash:.ngbon,
D. C,, WILLIAM CRANE maintained their residence in New York C:.ty, and did.

L no*b accompany ‘his wife ’oo Washington,

With regard to the unknown 1nd1v1dual whom GRANE alleges he . a.t-
’c.empted to develop, MRS, KERR could recall no one of her acquaintancesd -
who would £it this description, and advised that she.was rather sure "bhat
nelther she mor her husband had ever introduced CRANE t6 any of their friends,

‘She pointed.out that CRANE had been in their home in Washington no more. than -

two or three times, and because both she and her husband disliked him very .
much they had made no ‘effort to introduce. CRANE to their circle of acquan.ntances.,
She also pointed out that CRANE had never urged her, or so far as she knew,
had never urged her husband to introduce CRANE to anyone. She had never con-
versed with CRANE with respect to the Communist’ Party or Soviet Russia and

,_'adv:.sed 'bha'b she had ag & matter of course, cons:.dered CRANE to be a loyal
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Amer:ucan c:.t:.zen, or as loyal as anyone with his neurotic tendencies could -
be. ©She has not seen CRANE since either 1936 or 1937 , but has occas:.onally
corresponded with. hlS former wife,

the passport records be checked concerning IRENE PERLA QLAS, nee ‘GOLDSTEIN,
with aliases. The records of the Passport Division of the Unlted ates De—
partment of State, contain no information concerning this individual. The
New York Offlce was so advised by teletype on March 16, 19119. _

By teletype ‘dated March 3, 191;9,, the New Yorly Office riég:s'ted that

. By- teletype dated March 2 l9h9, the Los Angeles. Office requested
this office to check the records of the Immigration and Napuralization Service,

OGELLI. No record of this individual was located in the \files of the
Imznlgratlon and Naturalization Service, and. the Bureau and :m’oerested offices

LAURENCE DUGGAN

. By teletype dated March 9, 1949, the Baltimore Office requested.
this oi‘f:.ce to interview certaln former assoczl.ates of LAURENCE DUGGAN at
the Department of State, :

PAUL CLEMENT DANIELS, D:lrector for American Republlcs Affairs, ;
State Department Room 311l New State Department Building, 2lst and C Streets,
Northwest, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on Mavch 10, 1949, that.
he was ass:!.gned to the Department of State in Washington, D. O, s from Decem-
ber 1939, until the end of 1943, as a Desk -Officer ard Assistant Chief, both
in the Latin American Division.(now known as the American Republics Afi‘a:lrs
Division), He advised that during this time, he served under the immediate
supervision of LAURENCE DUGGAN and that he worked very closely with him,
During this time, he knew ALGER HISS casually and he cannot, at this time,
recall having had any professional contact with him, - He belleved that ALGER ‘
HISS was employed in another division within the Department of State, and
that he was never assigned to the Latin American Division. In this connec-
tion, he stated that he did not know that ALGER HISS and LAURENCE DUGGAN ever -
‘'shared office space at the Department of State and since they never served
in the same division during this time, he could not think of any reason why.
they would share the same office, He advised that he did not know HISS
socially; that he. never visited his home; that hé was not -acquainted with
his wife; and that he has never corresponded with either of the HISS', He
stated that his acquaintanceship-with HISS was so casual that he was.not in
a position to furnish pertinent information., He had the impression that
HISS and DUGGAN were very close friends, but he could offer nothing to sub~
‘stantiate this :meressmn at th:Ls time,

DANTELS exam:_ned the photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were .

'taken in the m:.ddle thirties and advised that he was unable to identify them.
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He could recall no v1s:.tors or friends oi‘ ALGER HISS or LAURENCE DUGGAN by
- the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, CARL CARLSON, or GEORGE CROSLEY. He e ad~
vised that from the end of 19h3 msil the Fall of- 19h79 ‘he served as a
Foreign Service Officer in the Department of State oubside the continental
limits of the United States., When he returned to the Department, ALGER
HISS had resigned and accep‘ted a posiﬁion with the Carnegie Foundation.

. GEORGE HOWLAND BUTLER, Deputy Director, Policy Planning Staff,
Department of State, Room 5152, New State Department Building, 2lst and
C Streets, Northwest, advised Speclal Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 10,
1949, that he served in the Department of State in Washington, D, C., from
1935 to 1939, as a Desk Officer and Assistant Chief; both in the Division
of Latin American Affairs. During the greater part of this service in the
Statie Department, LAURENCE DUGGAN was his immediate supervisor and close .
friend, In his opinion, LAURENCE DUGGAN was a thoroughly patriotic American,
most iritelligent, an outstanding public servant, a man of the highest in-
- tegrity, and a person with a high sense of duty to the United States. He
-advised that he knew ALGER HISS casually and he had no social or professional '
contact with him. He has never visited his home and has never corresponded-
with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, He could offer no information as to whether
or not. HISS and DUGGAN were close friends, bub advised that he is positive
“that they never shared an office at the Department of State during the time
he was assigned in Washington, Ds G. From 1939 to early in 1940, he served
as Foreign Service Officer outside the continental limits of the United States.
~He was again called back o the Department in February 1945, and sometime
Jbetween that time and September 1946, he was a dinner guest of one of the
HISS’ - he belleves that it was DONALD HISS.

He examined photographs of WHITTAKER GHMBERS bu'b was unable to
identify that individual, He did not recognize the hames of WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS, GEORGE GROSLEY; or- CARL CARLSON, and could not remember LAURENCE
DUGGAN ever having mentloned i:hese names .

-
[

ERWIN Se GELSEY, ALS KNOWN AS
ERWIN GuLSKX, ISR&EL GELSKY e A&
i ‘ e i
Referenced New York report requested this offlce to check the
records- of the Passport Division, United States Department of State, and
of .the Immigration and Naturalization Service, United Sba'bes Department of
Justlce, for information'concerning ERWIN GELSKY,

The records of the Passport ‘Division, United States De partment of

State were checked on February 16, 1949, by:.Special Agent CHESTER C. CRAW—-
FORD, W:Lth negative resultsa ‘

' The records of the Immn.gratlon and Naturallzatlon Service, United
States Department of Justice, were checked by the same Agent on Febiuary 2L,
and March 28, 19h9, and reflected the follomng information:
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By order of Supreme Court, Brooklyn, JNew York, dated Aprll 10,
193h, EEMIN GELSKY's. name was changed to ERWIN| GELSP‘Yo

In a declaration of :Lntentlon, No. 7 30, dated August 28, 1935,
GELSEY furnished the following information. He gave his name as ERWIN S.
GELSEY, residing ‘at 1416 North Haverhurst Drive, Los Angeles, California.
He 1:Lsted his occupation as Scenario Writer, and reported that he had been
- born Decémber 31,-1899, in Russia, and that that country had constituted his
Jast foreign residence, He J.nnn:.grated to the United States from Hamburg,
Germany,  under the name of ISRAEL GELSKY, dnd entered at the Port of New
York, on October 27, 190k, on the S.S. PATRICIAo His description, as

' “.furnlshed in the declaration, is as follows: K

Sex: ‘ . Male

Colors - White
Complexions Ruddy -
Eyes: ‘ . »Brown -
Hairs. - | . Red

Heights. .‘ ;. 5 g
Weights - ; 150 1bs.,

. Race: . . Hebrew
~ Nabi onalltyo , Russian .

Date and place. = . . De"ember 31, 1899,
' of birth: . Russia

. On Juge 13, 19LLO he filed Petition for Naturalization No, 76021;
-at which time, his address was 1250 Hilldale, Los Angéles, California, In‘
the petition, he gawve his date and place of birth as B:Lalystok,,Poland on.
Decembér 31, 1899, On June 13, 1937, he was married o LOUISE{GELSKY at.
Derrver, Colorado° ‘His marital status.at the time this petition was filed

was divorced. ThlS pe'hltlon gave h:.s last fore:'.gn residence as Vilna, Russia.

Natural:.za‘blon Certificate No. 5188012 5 dated January 2L, 19’41

: reflec’c.s that his residence at thap time, was 8819% Haratt, Los Angeles,

.Galifornia. - He was issued Alien Registration No, 5395023, The file con~
talned no record of visa re-entry perm:r.t Noo 1103hh7. o .

Photographs of GELSEY obtained from the afore-mentioned Imm:.gratlon
and Na’ourallzatlon Service records are being furnished to the Buréau and to
the New York Office w:.‘bh this report as enclosures. |

- A

ELEANORNELSON' o : \

MR, PAUL R, PORTER -Department -of State g was 1nterv1ewed in his, |
office in the New, State Department Building, on Merch 21, 1949, by Spec:.al\.z(
_ Agents EDFARD F, HUMMER and DONALD D CONNORS, and stated the i‘ollow:.ng
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PORTER recalled that he firgt met ELEANOR® NELSON in 1ate 1932 and
that he was’ mtroduced to her by Y UBLIN, who is now the w_:.fe of
} KEYERSLING., It is PORTER's Tecolle EE’r,hat he first met ELEANOR at a
SoclaI:.'E Party Banquet in Bal'bmore., He states that this may have been .
in the Spring of 1933; but believes it to be the latter part of 1932, It
is noted that -PORTER married ELEANOR NELSON in February 1933, and lived with
her as man and wife until Décember 1933, although during most of this time,
they maintainhed separate domiciles. PORTER stated that he was employed in
New York City, and ELEANOR NELSON was employed in the Labor Department, .
‘Washington, D, C. She résided on Pennsylvan:n.a Avenue , Northwest, in about
‘the 2400 or 2500 block, - : '

In May 1933, PORTER was sent to Phlladelphla as a Soc:.allst Party
‘organizer, where he maintained an apartment over Party headqua:cters somevhere
on 52nd Street. During this ‘period, PORTER and NELSON spen'b most of their
week ends together .in Ph:_'Ladelph:La or New York. :

~ In the early pa.rt of 193l;, PORTER, who.had tuberculosis, was con-
fined in a. sanitarium in the Adirondack’ Mounta:.ns in New York State., In-
July.193l, NELSON visited him at the sanitarium, and arrangements were made
at that t:une for the divorce., PORTER recalls that he saw NELSON again in
October 1931;, March 1937, and that the last time he saw her was in Pittsburgh .

* in 1938, He stated that she arranged the divorce and procired it in the District

. of Columbla., He advised that. one of the main reasons their marriage broke up
was because shortly after hée knew ELEANOR, she began to come under the in-

. fluence of the Communist Party, whereas he was a sbaunch Socialist and be-
lieved ELEANOR NELSON to be one ‘at the time of their marr:.age. PORTER advised -
that he had no idea that NELSON was involved in any espionage activities.
In-the latter states of their marriage, and after the divorce, he came. to

real:.ze that EI..EAI\IOR NELSON was an actlve and fanat:.c member of the Communist’
. Party., -

" With regard to HAROLD WARE PORTER advn.sed tha’o he Ynew WARE to be "

an organizer .6f a farm group in M:Lnnesota, and that he had heard NELSON speak

of WARE. He also recalled that ‘one WEBSTER CLAY POWELL was a closé. friend of - 7

WARE, and he had heard ELEANOR speak of POWELL, Although, he did not ‘know -
POWEIL to be a Communist, he said that he always felt "some misgivings! " in
connectlon with PO\”ELL, because of his friendship with .WARE,

PORTER did not know ALGER or DONALD HISS at thls 'b:_me, and advised -

that he ‘has never me‘o these :md:w:.duals, although he is familiar with the:r
. names. . . ,

gg PORTER did no’c. know the following ‘individuals: JOHN\QET HENRY
COLLINS;. LEE PRESSHMAN QPORTER stated thaf, h¢ latér became uainted

Y (}QE  VICTOR} PERLO; NAT TPT; CHARLES KRAMER; TRMAVRINGE; SALLY™ INGE; P
BOBYSTRAUSS § LENomiTHOMAs (now URS, BOB TRAUSS)3; DR, BENJAMMI\IINGER.
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W:L'bh respéch.to WALTER\SASSAMAN PORTER advised that he had a falnt

_ recollection that he knew this individual, and connec‘bed him in & vague fashion

with the .Communist Party. - PORTER adv1sed that he knew ROB\HALL slightly, and
that while he, PORTER, was organizing a Socialist student's group.at Columbia
University; HALL was organlzn.ng a Communist Party National Studenfis' League,

- also- at Columbia. PORTER had no‘recollection-whatsoever of DAVID, ARPENTER,

with aliases, HAROLD\WILSON, DAVID ZIMMERMAN, and said further ’ thht he knew |
.of no HAROLD with whe ELEANOR NELSON was i‘am:l.l:;.ar Jjust before .or after their -
divorce, although PORTER indicated that he did not know a great deal of ELEANOR
NELSON'!s life following the divorce. -He was unaware that she had remarrn_.ed and

~was ‘the mother of a child,

MILLER, or ROBERT MARTIN WOHI.I'ORTH

on PORTER d:!.d ‘not know VILLIAM EDWARD CRANE WARD PIGMAN FELID{ INSLERMAN
HELLIQ\I ) i

PORTER advised that thn.s last name was falntly familiar to hi | as one

~ who served on-the LaFollette Commiftee. PORTER also did not knaw ANDRE EMERER
. undgr any of her aliases or THELMA; OSTER, although he did know by repu at:.on

ROY\ UDSON, presently the husband &f ANDRE EMEREE, PORTER advised that he
“knew STEPHEN USHENBUSH as a Socialist, and indicated that he was acqua:m’oed B
frith RAUSHENB SH while RAUSHENBUSH worked for Governor MARTIN. of Penhsylvania,

Jat Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, He said that RAUSHENBUSH was a friehd of NORJ/IAI\L

HOMAS o

PORTER stated that he was- leav1ng for Burope on Thursday, March 2, -

1949, and if his recollection is refreshed ‘concerning ELEANOR NELSON, he would
adv:.se the Bureau by 1ettero,

DAVID ZII\MERM&N Wl’bh allases

On March' 1, 1949, T ANSEL BUTLER 300 K Street Northeast was - :.nter-

‘ vn.ewed by Spécial- Agent PHILIP H, WILSON and HARRY K, CLAXTON concerm.ng any

information BUTLER might be able to furpish with reference to DAVID ZIMMERMAN,‘

with aliases, i‘ormer Editor: of "Work"  official organ of the Workers Al]_..:.ance.
o:E‘ Amer:.ca. . L . : ‘ :

BUTLER adv:Lsed he was Pregident of the Dlstrlct of Columbia Branch
of ‘the Workers Alliance of* ‘America from 1936 until he res:.gned during April
1939, He pointed out that this. branch maintained a separate staff and head-
quarters from that of the national organization; therefore , his contacts were

’ 1nfrequenb w:rbh members of the natlonal staffo .

He added however, that he, had occagion to coni‘er :w:.th na’c.:.onal
ofi‘:Lcers DAVID LASSER and HERBERT BENJAMIN and knew both of them well. He

‘ . stated that he knew ELEANOR NELSON and DAVID ZIMMERMAN, but was not well ac-.

qua:.nted with either, He did not. know  ZIMMERMAN by any other name and he
.- stated he did not know the address o:f ZIMMERMAN while the 1a'bter ‘was :Ln )

' Wash:.ngton, D+ Co
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With reference to investigation conducted to locate the apart-—
ment in-Washington, D. C., utilized by CHAMBERS for the photographing of
documents in 1936 BUTLER stated that he does not know of any Communist
member who was res:.dlng in the area surrounding Eastern High School or
Lincoln Park during 1935-1937 inclusive.

VWEBSTER CLAY POWELL

. By ‘Geletype dated January 28, 1949, the New York Office advised
that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS had stated that HARQOLD WARE organlzed a small ap—
paratus in the agriculture filed, and that WEBSTER CLAY POWELL had been a
kind of personal deputy .of WARE,

. WEBSTER CLAY POWELL was interviewed by Spec:.al Agents DONALD D. .
CONNORS and THOMAS J, BARRY at this office on February 25, 1949. He ad-

- vised that he is presently a Foreign Service Officer in the United States
" Department- of State, and that he had just returned from three and a half

Years duty in Australia. He stated that he had been acquainted with ALGER
HISS, but had. had no close contact with him, and could not recall where he

- had met HISS, or who.had introduced him, He thinks he possibly first met

HISS in the agr:.culture field since he, POWELL was Director of Résearch
in MFarm Research Incorporated" from about 1933 to 1938,

POWELL described "Fa.rm Research Incorpora‘bed" as no’o a Govermment
organization, but a prlvate group, which was formed to assist the farmer by
obtaining helpful information and meking it available to the farmers., He
believed that the real founder of "Farm Research Incorporated" was HARQLD
WARE, The organization was financed by contributions from interested people
and farm organizations, He was acquainted with the fact that this organi-
zation had been cited by the House Committee on Un—American Activities as a
Communist front, but could give no reason for this action.other than the fact
that HAROLD WARE had been connected with it and that WARE has been accused
by many people of belng a Gommm:.sto

. With regard to ALGER HISS POWELL belleves he may have gseen HISS
a few times socially since their flrs*b meeting, 4nd once or twice-on the

" street, but he has never attended any kind of meeting with HISS, " During the

contacts with HISS, he never observed anything that would lead him to believe

_ that HISS was a Communlst or was in any way involved in a conspiracy to -

obtain Government documents,. He stated that he- had never heard of WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS &nd- failed to identify photographs of CHAMBERS and of MRS, CHAMBERS
which were taken in the 193018,

POVELL has also been acqualnted with DONALD HISS, but could not -
recall the circumstances of their meeting and believes he probably had- seen
DONALD HISS about the same nuiber of times that he had seen ALGER, He had
no reason to doubt DONALD HISSg loyal'by to the Un:v.ted Sta,teso

. © Kisseloff-7122
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POWELL advised that he fnrst met HAROLD WARE in ‘1927, 'on an ex~
permental farm in Russ:l.a, which was financed by the Quakers, according to
POWELL. POWELL first went to Russia on a trip firanced by the Open Road
Tourist Agency. in New. York City, At the time of POWELL's arrival in Russia,
WARE was already over there and after PONELL's reburn.to the United States,
he resumed his acquaintance with WARE, After WARE.organized "Farm Research
Incorporated," he asked POWELL to take-a position theére, POWELL always con=

. sidered WARE to be a personal friend, but stated that WARE was the type of

individual to whom no one éver could get too close; POWELL now believes,
in “the light of later developmentss that WARE must have been lead:ng a
double life,

Before WARE!s death, POIJELL never knew that WARE was a Communist,
He me 'rely considered WARE to be a rabid new dealer. He admlttec_l meet::.ng
REEVE (MotheQ@mOR) and knew that she was HAROLD WARE's mother, 'He
has n in her Nome near Philadelphia on one or two occasions, but in
spite of that he did not know that she was a Communist until sometime -
after HAROLD WARE's death in 1935, He thought that she was just a radidal
labor leader and nothing more., In connection with WARE's death in 1935, ™

- POWELL stated that he and his wife were in a car in front of WARE's car, \

and that his car was sideswiped by a truck and then smashed into WARE's |
car, They were all on their way to visit a friend, HANNAIT‘PICKERING .in ,*r
New York State when the acc:.dent happened ;

‘  POWELL first met HENRY HILL COLLINS on his trip o Russia in |
1927, He stated that COLLINS had gone along with the group whose trip had
been financed by the Open Road Tourist Agencyo POWELL continued his aé~ .
quaintance with COLLINS later in Washington, and has been in COLLINS!. apart-

ment at cocktail parties many times, but never attended any sort of meeting .

. there, At the present time, he could not recall the names of any of the

people who were present at parties in COLLINS! apartment. He never sus-
pected COLLINS of being a Communist or of being, in any way, connected with
a conspiracy to obtain government documents., In this conhection, he made

_ the comment in answer to a direct question, that of all his friends and

acquaintances, while .in Washington, he never knew any of them to be Com=

munist Party members. He stated that some'of them might have been sympathetlc '

to some parts of the Communist doctrine, and that he, himself, had some of

" the same aims as the Communists, bu’o that nob all of the Communlst aims and

his a:uus were al:.keo

: He advised that- his wife had operated a school for chlldren
called Gréenacres, near Silver Spring, Maryland., He recalled.that a benefit,
or benefits, had beén held at the school to aid the Spanish Loyalist cause.

 He had, himself, been sympathetic with the Loyalist cause in Spain, and

_were as- much of a threat to the security and peace of the

was acqua:.nted mth the -fact that the Communists in this country -had sup~ .
ported the Loyalists and helped recruit men for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.
He stated, however, that he was not aware, at that time, that }Qe Communists

as he feels
they are at the present time.
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ROWEIL stated that he knew LEE PRESSMAN, ‘bu'b that the details of
his meeting With PRESSMAN are very hazy in his mind. He does recall being

" at a cockbail party at PRESSMAN's house, which he ‘believes is across from

"the Zoo on Conriecticut Avenue, but does not recall any other individuals

who attended the partyo He did not recall ever hav:.ng met ABRAHAM GEORGE "
SILVERMAN, =~ .

M

POWELL stated ’c.hat'he dld not desire to give a s:Lgned statement
concerning the. information which he had furnished to the interviewing Agents,
but. would ‘prefer 4o consult an:attorney before doing so. He was advised that -
this action was entirely within his rights. He stated, however, that .he would
be W:Lll:.ng to be put under oath and repeat the forego:mg information, He ad-
ded that in the light of the accusations against many of his acquaintances '
by both HISS ELIZABET !‘BENTLEY and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, he believes that: if.
their accusations are rue, he had been used as a front by these people for’

" their Communlst activities,

PO\'JELL was re-emterv:.ewed by the same Agen’cs at th:Ls office on

March 31, 1949,.and stated that he was still connected Wwith the Department

of, S’oate, bub was on temporary assignment to the Department of Labor as-a
Foreign Labor Adviser. He has secured an apartment and ‘is now residing at
5 East Irving Street, Chevy Chase}, Maryland

Concern:mg HANNAH PICKERING, PO‘\I‘ELL stated that he does not know :

her present, location, as he has not seen her or heard from her since 1940,
‘The last information he had was that she was Iiving on her farm at Elmira,

‘New York, She had.been a very good friend of WARE, and POWELL.believed

'that WLRE had met her when she had been :Lnterested in the farm that the .

Quakers financed in Russia, POWELL met PICKERING, he believes, ‘when he
went to Russia in 1927, under the auspices of the Open Rodd Tourist Agency,

with which PICKERING was connected., He ‘could not recall whether he first
- met her in the United States or after she had arrived in Russia. Tt was -

his opinion that she was a Quakers but he could hot state i she had been,
or is, a. Commun:.st., : . ,

.. dn response to a d:rect quest:u.ons POWELL stated that he met ELEANOR
NELSON sometime between 1933 and 1938, in Washington, D, C oy When he had
worked for "Farm Research Incorpora‘bedo'? He beliewes the-occasion of the

. meeting was.either a union rally .or a meeting of a group to discuss the-

problems of the share~cropper., He never had any social ¢ontact with ELEANOR

" NELSON and ‘only-saw her once or twice after their first meeting, He did

';recall that HAROLD WARE and ELEANOR NELSON were very good frlends.
\M

Concern:mg "Farm Research Incorporated L POWELL adm:.’oted ‘that-

'CHARLES LAND had been -connected with it in Washington, D. C. He stated °

that did .accounting work for the organization and also contributed

. money $o. :Lt, sn.nce he had been a fa:lrly wealthy man, POWELL ,cpuld not‘ say

. Kisseloff-7124
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if . GARLAND was a Communist and he did not know of any of GARLAND's other ac- . A
tlva.tles outside of those with "Farm Research. Incorporated." _

: * In answer to a direct quest:.ons POWELL stated tha’o ROBERT - COE had
worked for "Farm Research Incorporated! but he was unable %o remember ‘COB!s
exact position; nor .could he sbtate whether or not COE was a Communist, He ;
believed GOE was a liberal. According to POWELL, COE came into "Farm Résearch"
about one year before POWELL, himself, left the organ1zat10n9 and he believed .
that COE had been brought 1nto the organlzatlon by HAROLD WARE, When POWELL
was reminded that .he had stated previously that he had left "Farm Research!’.
in 1938, and that HAROLD WARE was killed in 1935, POWELL stated that COE must
have gone into the organization before WARE's. death and that he was just nob
‘able to remember the exact period that COE had Worked for the organization,
POWELL was sure that he had rever met COE before this time, As it had been

. ynoted that POWELL'S wife had operated 'a school under the name ALICE COE .
“MENDHAM, POWELL was asked if ROBERT COE was .any relation to. his wife and

: he denn.ed that. there was any relat:.onshlpo .

—

2 : : POVELL stated that he did not recall a farm school- at Dorfstowm, -
. Pennsylvania, with which WARE may have been connected, He'did recall that
Y there was a group of farmers in Pemnsylvania which WARE used to visit., This
S group used to meeb somewhere near.a small town directly across the Delaware
River from Trenton, New Jersey, POWELL knew nothing abt all of the nature of
this group other than that it was composed of’ fa:omerso

- ¥

. He was asked at ’bhlS time, if he had recalled an;y‘bhlng since the
last t:_me he was interviewed which would lead hin to change. his mind con-
cerningzthe people who had been mentioned in the first interview., He stated
that he could not recall .anything at all which he believed would be at all.
helpful in trying to uncover the truth concerning the alleged Commun:.st ac-
tivities of these people, He had always believed that HAROLD WARE was pro-
Rus51an, but he never knew WARE was a' Communist until after WARE's dea'bh.

-

: PGWELL sta'bed that durlng the perlod in whlch he had worked for
"Farm Research,!" he had believed in Munited front," in other words, he be-
lieved that the "damn Commies" could be used in- order to obtain social
advances., His own viewpoint follows more the line of the Socialists than
that of the Communists, and he stated that he had been a member of the =~ .
~ Socialist Party in 1926, at Hanover, New Hampshire, He had always believed
o, ‘that socialism had'a lot of possibilities. He reiterated that he could not
N name one person of his. acqualntance in Wash:.ngton, D. C,, who was known to
. him to be a Communist s .

3z

Tt was noted by the mtxv:.ewmg Agents that although POWELL
+ stated that he wished to cooperate, he never offered any information unless
it was in answer to a direct question, and that he never elaborated on his-.
answers and :E'ur’oher information had been brought out by direct questlonlng
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- LEADS -

_ THE'WASHINGTON’FIELD OFFICE

AT WASHINGEON D, C,

Will continue to develop'informatlon pertlnent to this investi- _

-gation and conclude the 1nvest1gatlon reqnested in the referenced Bureau

1etter. .

3k
3
-’

This matter is receiving constant and preferred investigative
attention in.this office and leads are being handled as they are.received,

' Kisséloff-7127
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. ADMINISTRATIVE

By letter dated March 21, 1949, 4o the Bureau with copies to .
Néew York, Los Angeles and San A.ntonlo, the latter office was directed to
:mterv:Lew DR, MARGARET, WATT at Pharr, Téxas, DR, WATT is the. former
- _MARGARET GUZPELIUS CRANE, ; ,

By letter dated March 21, 1949, to the Bureau, with i, copy o
Chlcagp, the latber office was requested to locate and interview ARTHUR C..
'BACHRACH, Who was associated w:.th ALGER HISS in ‘bhe ABA at Washlngton, D. Cu-

. . By teletype dated March 9, 1949, the Balt:.more Office reques’oed
interviews with ELLIS O, BRIGGS and HERBERT S, BURSLEY, -former associates

of LAURENCE DUGGAN at the State Department, It was ascerta:med that 'ELLIS O, .
‘BRIGGS.is serving as American Ambassador at Hontev:l.deo, Uruguay, and that )
'HERBERT §. ‘BURSLEY is serving as American Ambassador. at’ Tegu01galpa, Honduras.
,These interviews were, -consequently, not conducteda

By 1etter dated March 2 1949, o the Bureau with copies to
i Phlladelphla and New York, the Ph:Lladelph:La Office was requested to locate
-and interview LAWRENCE R, BROWN, 222 Church Road, Ardmore, Pemnsylvania, °
a former member of the Nye Comm:.ttee , for any :mfomat:.on he mlgh“b have
cOncern:Lng ALGER HISS.

Bureau letter of March L, 1949, to ’shls office, with copies 0"
New York and Baltimore, requested that the larger dil companies be conbacted
to. determine if ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS had & gasoline charge agcount in 1937 s
and to. examine such account to determine if the HISS! purchased .gasoline
. in or near towns -mentioned by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as stopplng places dur:.ng
an auto trlp in New England in August 1937.°

By letter dated March h 19119, to 'bhe Bureau, with copn.es to MNew
York and Baltimore, ‘Norfolk -and Philadelphia, the offices listed were fiurnished .-
the addresses of the. ma;}or oil companies and were requested to- conduct the
1nvest1gatlon set out in the Bureau's letter of March b, 19&9. ' ‘

- New York teletype dated March 17 , 194L9, requested this oi‘f:.ce to L
interview WILLIAM WALTON. By, ’Eeletype dated March 23, 1949, the New York
Office was advised that WALTON was in Jacksonv:.lle, Illinois, and would be -
available for interview by the New York Office on larch 27 or 28, 191:.9, a'b
lll East 70th Street New York City, care of MR, EDWARD WARBURG ' ,

' -, Bureau 1etter of January 3y 1949, mstructed ‘this office to inter--
view PAUL R, PORTER, former husband of ELEANOR NELSON SOYRING, The results
of that interview. are -contained in this report. By letter dated April 1,
1949, .the Bureau and New York Office were advised of the names of :x.ndlva.duals
furnished by PORTER who might. furnish add:Lﬁ:Lonal information concern:.ng
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ELDANOB NELSON SOIRING The New York Offlce was requested to mterv::.ew
those - md1v1duals within its berritory. This offide is locating the
other individuals mentioned therein, will interview.those found here,
and 'will set out- appropriate leads wheh necessary. The Bureau was re-

_quested o give authorization for an interview with PORTER's brother, “
- JAMES PORTER Whom he had descrlbed as a prom:ment member of the Coxnmun:.sb
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; Name - Ei?’ﬂ‘VIN s

pec GELSEY,
145 Erwin gels
Age - 50 ky
Born ~ 7o

31~99, Russi
Height - 51 gn”?’ 2
Weight - 150

T

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREYN 1S UNCLASSIFERD
DATE ;Zzaéfz BYIR 2t Zo
' 7%“‘/333 ~Fo 54

A ENCLOSURE
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Erwin GelseY |
1934
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B i - BRIV 5, Gerspy,

alias Erwin Gels

Age - 50 : ¥

Born - 12-31-99, Russia

Height - 5t gn ?

Weight - 150 pounds

Eyes - brown

Hair - red

Race ~ Russian Jew

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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j FEDE“R;Q'ZBUREAU..OF INVESTSPATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ) NEW YORK

: FLENO. 3y Th-9L
REPORT MADEAT "DATEWHEN :0} AHICH REPORT MADEBY ™/
A - Mase . |- 278% 8°"2§"'25~'-‘§71
WASHINGTON, D, C, 1/8/h9 | 2,9 %O%}/%B .21~ | LUDWIG W, R, OBERNDORF IFL
. : - PR .

PERJURY

JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was., et al ESPIONAGE - R
. “ - . - INTERNAL SECURITY - R

. | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Colonel SIDNEY T, GIFFIN; LEO PASVOLSKY;
RICHARD W, FLOURNOY; HOWARD C, JUHNSON; —
RELLA R, SCHWARTZ, nee RESNICK; Brigadier
General TELFORD TAYLOR, interviewed. No
information of Communist activities on part
of ALGER HISS developed. Neighborhood in-
vestigatbion-equally negatbive, Investigation
to locate pertinent ‘Woodsbock typewriter set
oub, File review of HISS'! financial trans-
actions set out, Information re WILLIAM
EDWARD CRANE obtained from MRS, PEYTON KERR
set out, PAUL C, DANIELS, GRORGE H, BUTLER,
‘associates of LAURENCE DUGGAN, interviewed,
Information from INS re ERWIN S, GELSEY, aka
ERWIN GELSKY, set out, PAUL R, PORTER, former
husband of ELEANCR NELSON; interviewed. In-
quiry re DAVID ZIMMERMAN with aliases, WEBSTER
CLAY POWELL knew HAROLD WARE, ALGER HISS,
ELEANOR NELSON, ROBERT COE; denies knowledge
of Commupisht affiliations.

ALL TNFORMATION CONTAINED

3SIPL
- P -  HERETN I§UNSLASSIFASS
. patE_2/2/$7 B3 ;
sin 25055

REFERENCES: Bureau File No, 7l=1333 :
. - Bureau letter dated January 3, 1949
Bureau letter dated December 13, 19L8
Report of Special Agent JOSEPH M, KELLY, dated
February 8, 1949, at Wew! York Citj. - - »
' Kisseloff-7135
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ETATLS: AT WASHINGTON, D, C,

ALGER HISS

Interviews with Friends, Associates,
Neighbors, and Acquaintances

New York teletype of January 28, 1949, requested this office to

" interview LEO PASVOLSKY, of the Brookings Institube, and Colonel SIDNEY F,

GIFFIN, U, S, Air Forceo

Colonel SIDNBY ¥, GIFFIN, Chief, World Survey Branch, Air Forces
Operations, Room 4C=1082, ,,entagonq advised Speclal Agent JACK S. TURTON on .
March 31, 1949, that he has known ALGER HISS since January 1946, GIFFIN had
been a member_of a joint committee composed of Army and Navy officers and
State Department representatives, the purpose of which was the study and the
development of securiby measures for the United States and an analysis of
world affairs reflecting on United States sescurity,.

- GIFFIN attended a number of committee meetings ab which HISS was
present in his capacity of Chief of the Spseial Political Affairs Division
of the Department of State., In addibion, GIFFIN spent two weeks in August
1947, . at a seminar conducted by the Brookings Institute at Dartmouth College. .

He has also had contacts with HISS since the latber assumed the presn.dency of -

the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, He considered HISS to be a
friend; even though he has known him only professionally and has never visited
HISS® home, nor has HISS visited the GIFFIN home., GIFFIN stated that he had

‘been.in London at the, time the HISS-CHAMBERS case broke in the newspapers in

the Fall.of 1948, Upon reading of the hearings and of HISS' subsequent in-

-yolvement, GIFFIN had written HISS a letter, In this letter, he told HISS

of his regret that as.a result of the "mud slinging" some of the dirt had
splat‘cered on HISS' coat He received a short acknowledgment from HISS, bubt
was unable to locate that piece of correspondence, GIFFIN stated that he
was unable to justify in his own mind the allegation made against HISS. He
realized that his contact ocourred a number of years after HISS' alleged
activities, bubt in his op:.n:\.un:, there was no activiby on HISS! part thab
would lead GIFFIN to believe in the accusations against HISS,. GIFFIN had
had numerous differences of opinions in conversations with HISS, bub none
of the ideas propounded by HISS led GIFFIN to believe that HISS displayed
pro=Soviet téndencies in any way. .

With further reference to the meeting of the Brookings Institute
at Dartmouth College o GIFFIN stated that he had become quite friendly with
HISS, and that they had worked closely on a number of projects at that
meeting, GIFFIN described the purpose of the seminar as making available
the combined state-military views btoward the securi’oy measures of the United
States, GIFFIN did not attend the Brookings seminar held at Stanford
University in June and July 1947, but was aware of the fact that HISS had
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attended this conference, He made available a letber written to him by

HISS at the time that HISS returned an original document to GIFFIN, GIF-
FIN stated that this document wag a paper on American security which he had
written and had sent to HISS in order to obbain HISS'! ideas on the paper.
This letter has been submitted to the Federal Bureau.of Investigation Labora=
tory for appropriate typewriber examinstion.,

LEO PASVOLSKY, Brookings Institute, Washington, D. C., advised
Special Agemt JACK S, TURTON, on February 8, 1949, that he has been employed
by the Institube since 1922, and was on leave of absence from Brookings
Institute during the period he was employed by the State Department, PAS-
VOLSKY stated that ALGER HISS enbered the State Department to work for
FRANCIS B, SAYRE, inasmuch as SAYRE desired an attorney as an assistant in
the Trade Agreements Division of the State Department, PASVOLSKY advised
that. when SAYRE left the State Department to go to the Philippine Islands,
HISS transferred to work for STANLEY HORNBECK, As far as he could remember,
HISS stayed with HORNBECK until approximately 19%LL.

PASVOLSKY statbed that HISS was appointed to the Staff that abte-
tended the Yalta Conference by the Secretary of State. He was further ap-
pointed as Seqgretary General at the San Franecisco Conference by Secretary of

State STEI‘TINIUS and this. appointment had the approval of the late President
ROOSEVELT , -

PASVOLSKY stated he is not aware of any person or persons Who may
have been behind HISS in HISS?! govermment employment, and knows of no one
who was sponsoring him, He did not know HISS at all well socially; his
family had never exchanged visitg with the HISS family, and he knows of
none of HISS! friends,

‘ PASVOLSKY has never been closely associated with the Carnegie
Endowment and did no®b discuss HISS' appointment to the position as President
with JOHN FOSTER DULLES., PASVOLSKY advised HISS® appointment to the Carnegie
Institute position was congidered a very good one by a number of people, inas-
much as HISS had turned out to be an excellent administrator., PASVOLSKY
stated no one had ever given much thought 4o HISS' ability along this line,

but that he had turned oub to be an excellent administrator at the Dumbarton
Oaks Conference,

He was unable to locate any typewritten correspondence from ALGER
HISS, He has been advised by JOSEPH VALLENTINE that HISS had had no corres-
pondence with the business office of the Brookings Institute, Washingbon,
DO CO

Bureau letter dated March 18, 1949, instructed this office to
interview RICHARD B. FLOURNEY, On March 23, 191.99 RICHARD W. FLOURNOY,
111 West Leland Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, was interviewed at his home
by Special Agent JOHN B, VAN "rmo MR, FLOURNOL who is presently retired
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after serving as a legal Advisor with the State Department for a consider-
able number of years, furnished the following information:

He first became acquainted with ALGER HISS in approximately 1940,
at which time, FLOURNOY, in his capacity as Legal Advisor, was working on
various trade agreemenhg and had some business conbtact with ALGER HISS.
FLOURNOY was never other than casually acquainbted with ALGER HISS and, to
his knowledge, they had nsver met socially in the same social circle. He
hag, to his knowledge, never received any correspondence from ALGER HISS
eibher in typewriting or in longhand and he knows nobody who might be of
aid in this regard, ,

Although the City Directory reflects that FLOURNOY resided only
one kxlock from ALGER HISS on P Strest, Northwest, FLOURNOY was unaware of
this fact and gbated that his entire conbach with ALGER HISS had been limited
to matters of business at the Sktate Depariment, He wag unable to identify
the photograph of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, although he thought the photograph used

"by WHITTAKER CHAUBERS as DAVID BREET\I to obbain a passport in 1935, was

familier, He could not identify this rhotograph with any particular indi-
viduala

o visw of the fach the referenced Bureau lebter requests that a
RICHARD B, FLOURNEY be inverviswed, it was considered advisable to determine
whether the above FLOURKOY was idewtical with the person referred to in the
Bureaufs lehter. FLOURNOY advised that he was well acquainted with AUBERT
LEVITT, who had formerly been with the Department of Justice, and it is
presumed thet RICHARD B, FLOURNEY and RICHARD W, FLOURNOY axre actually one
and the same pergon.

By teletype dated March 22, 91;%, New York Office requested that
HOWARD G, JOHNSON, Chief of the Dzvzslon for United Nations Security &ffairs,
Uo S. Department of State, be inberviewed. On March 28, 1949, JCHNSON was
interviewsd at his offiece, Room 609, 21L5 C Street, Northwesﬁ Annex No. 5,
Us S, Depariment of State, by Special Agent DONALD D, CONNORSa

JOHNSON advised he resides at 4731 Fulton Street, Northwest, and
that he was first employed by the State Department in October, 1945. H
stated it was some time after thab when he first met HISS, JOHNSON adv:a.sed
that although he was a member of the Secretariat at the San Francisco United
Nations Conference, he did not kmow HISS unbil after the conference. He
pointed out that he knew HISS only for a very short time and that he did
not know him socielly, He said that his acquaintance with HISS on all counts
was extremely slight, JOHNSON did not recognize pictures of CHAMBERS, ad-
viged that he had never met CHAMBERS, and that he had no correspondence from
HISS, He advised that in view of his slight acquaintance with HISS, he had
no reascn or occasion te doubt HISS! loyalbty,
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New York teletype dated February 2Ly, 1949, requested this office
to interview MRS, RELL& R, SCHWARTZ, a former émployee of the Agr:.culture
Ad;]ustment Agministration.

MRS, RELLA R, SCIMARTZ nee L, RELLA RES\ITCK was interviewed at
her office, Room 800, Hibbg Bu:le:Lng on March 16, l9h9, by Specidl Agent
FRANCIS R, McGINTY, MRS, SCHWARTZ advised she Was appointed a Junior Ab-
torney in l93h, and was employed at the L:.t:.gat:.on Section, Agriculture
Adjustment Administration., Her.work in the capacity of a Junior Attorney
consisted mostly of briefing cases, and doing considerable research work
in the library. As a result, she did not come in contact with the more
prominent attorneys in the Agriculture Adjustment Administration., While
working at the AAA, she was studying hard for the bar examinations and as
a result, had 11t'b1e time for social activities which wuld have brought
her in- con'bact with other attorneys in the AAA., She did, however, have
an initial inbterview with LEE PRESSMAN, who was one of ‘ohe most prominent
attorneys, but does not recall meeting or seeing “ALGER HISS., The nature
ofher work did not bring her in contact with the head attorneys at the AAA
and as a result, she was never acdquainted with ALGER HISS, nor would she
know him or his acquaintances, MRS, SCHWARTZ advised she had no reason
to receive any correspondence from ALGER HISS, nor was she acquainted
socially wrbh hin,

MRS, SCHWARTZ sta’oed she was not aware of the fact that ALGER HISS
had been employed by the ALA during the period she was employed with them
until shé read the recent news releases concerning MR, HISS' activities in
government employment. To the best of her knowledge, MRS. SCHWARTZ recalls
she left the AKK the latter part of 1935, and has forgotten most of the

pecple who were employed there in 193l = 1935, and as a resul'b could not
recall any speciflc na.meso .

Referenced New York report requested this office to interview
General TEILFORD TAYLOR, who had been associated with ALGER HISS in the
Agriculture Adaustmen’o Administration,

, Br:.gadler General TELFORD TAYLOR Head of the War Crimes Section,
U, S. Army, was interviewed in his office in the Pentagon Building by Special
Agent THOMAS J, BARRY on March 2, 1949, and advised as follows:

TAYLOR first met HISS in 193h when TAYLOR had gone to work for
the AAA in the Agriculture Department, He was somewhat younger than HISS
and never considered himself to be a very close friend, After the "purge!
in the Agriculture Department, in which JEROME FRANK, LEE PRESSMAN, .and
others, had lost.their jobs, while ALGER HISS was not one of those purged
HISS made a statement to the effect that he was in favor of thdse people
who had been purged and it was shortly thereafter that HISS resigned., TAYLOR
took over part of HISS'! duties and, therefore, worked closely with HISS for

a few weeks in order to become acquainted with his duties., After HISS resigned,
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TAYLOR only saw him a few times on the occasion of cocktail parties and
the like. TAYLOR entered the Justice Department -in about September 1939,
and in 1943, entered the U, S, Ariny and.went overseas. From that time,
until May 19&8 he had not seen or heard of ALGER HISS. When he returned
from overseas, in May 1948, he contacted HISS in connection with his work
with the War Crimes Trial, since he wanted HISS to publish some informa-

tion concerning the tr:_alg the arrangements for which were to be made by

the Carnegie Endowment Fund for Peace, with which HISS was by then con~
nected,

&bout October 1948, after the charges against HISS had appeared
in the newspapers, but before the "pumpkin papers" had been exposed, HISS
got in touch with TAYLOR., According to TAYLOR, the reason for this was
that HISS told him he wanted to go over some of the things that had. happened
during the period of their joint employment in the Agriculture Department
in order to refresh HISS' memory. TAYLOR was shown pictures of WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS and failed to identify him, He stated he had never seen or heard
of CHAMBERS, During TAYLOR's employment at the Agriculture Department, he
believes that he may have been in the HISS home about six times, and that
HISS and his wife came to the TAYLOR home about the same number of times.
He did not recall seeing a typewriter in the HISS home.. He commented that
when the matter broke in the newspapers, it was a complete shock to him,
as he had never had any indication that HISS was a Communist,. or in any way
involved in a conspiracy to obtain Govermment secrets. Ab 'bhe present time,
his feelings are akin to those of DEAN ACHESON and he is waiting until the
court action to see whether HISS is proven guilty or not before coming to
any conclusn.on w::.th regard to HISS! guilt.

By letter dated ‘March b 191199 the Bureau suggested that former
neighbors of ALGER HISS be interviewed. )

MRS, ERNES‘I‘ I LEWIS 3099 § Street b, Northwest, advised Special
Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 9y Zl.9h9:J that she me’c. PRISCILLA HISS
sometime around 1941, She could not fix the exact time s but stated that
- PRISCILLA&'s child, TONY, was still kept in his play pen. She advised that
she was never an :mtmate friend of PRISCILLA HISS, but that she was a social
acquaintance until PRISCILLA HISS left Washington, D. C., in 1947. She visited
the HISS home on Volta Place on one occasion and visited.their home in the
3200. block of P Street on two or three occasions, She could not furnish the
names of baby s:rbters, ma:.ds, or other employees of the HISS household, She
could not recall any btypewriter in the home and advised that she has had no
correspondence with PRISCILLA HISS, except a letber to PRISCILLA sympathizing
with her after ALGER HISS was charged before the House Committee on Un~American
Activities, PRISCILLA answered her letter, but MRS, LEWIS advised that thatb
letter has since been destroyed,

MRS, LEWIS advised that she attended several hearings of the -House
Committee on Un~American Activities and that she was present when HISS and
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CHAMBERS first ‘confronted each other, She could not recall ever having.
seen WHITTAKER CHAMBERS prior to that time, She also examined the photo~
graphs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were taken in the m:.ddle thirties and
adv:.sed that she’ could not identify. that individiual.

"She could not recall any acquaintances of PRISCILLA HISS who. were

.known by the name of CARL CARLSON, GECRGE CROSLEY, or WHILTAKER CHAMBERS.

She emphas:.zed that PRISCILLA was much younger than she, and that her only
contact with her was at teas, parties, and other social affairs in Washing- .
ton, She believes that she met ALGER on one occasion., She knew of nothing
which would indicate that the HISS' were engaged in subversive activitiese’

MRS. HUGHES CALL, 1675 35th Street, Northwest advised that she-
was active as one of the Co-Dlrectors of the Foxhall Nursery School, which
was conducted in the Parish Hall at Foxhall and Reservoir, Road, Northwest,

- from 1945 through 1947, Diring that time, PRISCILLA HISS enrolled her child,

TONY.HISS, in the nursery school, Through this relationship, MRS, CALL be-

~ came acquan.nted with PRISCILLA HISS.. She also indicated that she met PRISCILLA

HISS at teéas given by her mother, MRS., ERNEST I. LEWIS, and at social affairs.
given by other .residents in Georgetown. MRS, CALL adv:.sed that she is much -
younger than PRISCILLA HISS and that she never became a good friend., She

“believes that she was in the HISS home on one or two occasioéns, but could

furnish no information concerning a typewriter, household employeés, or baby
sitters. = She has never corresponded with either ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS.

MRS, BENNETT PHELPS STILES, 1103 South Wa.sh:.ng‘bon Street, Alexandrla,
Virginia, advised that she was a smter of MRS, FERDINAND AUGUS'I‘US SILCOX,
She stated that MR, ‘SILCOX was called to Washington, D. C., in 1936, to.be~
come Chief Forester of the United States., Ab that time, he ‘rented. a house
in George'bdwn and resided in this home from three to nine months. He soon
obtained .permanent quarters and moved to Alexandria, Virginia. She could
furnish no information regarding the address of the house which was. leased
in Georgetown, nor could she furnish the name of the person who owred that
house, ©She advised that her brother-in=law died in 1939, and that her sister

died in Alexandria, Virginia, in November of l9h8 She advised that they
had no“'children, . .

‘ Colonel and MRS, FREDERICK W, BOYE, L511 Cathedral Avenue, Nerth-
west, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 9, 1949, that from
March 1938, through September 1939, they rented a home at 1545 35th Street,
Ffrom Adm:ral SHARP. They advised that they were not acquainted with ‘the .
people who resided at 3415 Volta Place; however, they frequently looked. over

" the high board fence which separated their back yards and admired the roses

in the yard at that address. They knew none of the employees at that address

- and did not recognize the name of ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, WHITTAKER CHAMBERS,

GECRGE CROSLEY, or CARL CARLSON, They also examined photographs of WHITTAKER

. CHAMBERS and ALGER HISS, but were unable to identify either of these men.
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MRS ELINOR T. DONALDSON, 223h Decatur Place, Northwest advised

Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 10, 1949, that she met KATHERTINE
HISS around 1939 or 1940, as they were both serving in the American Women's

- Volunteer Service in Washlngton, D, C. She also met KATHERINE HISS at

various social functions in Washington, D. C. She recalls that KATHERINE
and DONALD HISS were very close friends of an old friend of hers, MRS. L.

* CORRIN STRONG. She advised that she has probably met ALGER and PRISCILLA

HISS, but .she cannot recall it at this time. She has never corresponded
with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS and has never visited their home., She ex~-
amined the photographs of ALGER HISS and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, but was una.ble
to identify either of these individuals. ' .

- By teletype dated March 11, 1949, the New York Office requested that

' GARDNER JACKSON be re~interviewed irn connection with the Twentieth Anniversary
" Petition of the SACCO and VANZETTI case, On March 17, 1949, JACKSON was

interviewed at his office, the Cooperative League of the United States of
America, 726 Jackson. Place, Northwest, by Special Agent DONALD D, CONNORS.
JACKSON recalled that he had sent a copy of the afore-mentioned petition to

" ALGER HISS in 1947 s when this petition was published, HISS returned the

peﬁltlon with a letbter in which HISS indicated that he felt he could not

sign the petition because his position as President of the Carnegie Peace
Foundation precluded his taking so positive a stand in any highly contro-
versial matter. JACKSON advised that although he is- unable to find HISS!
1etber, and has not read it for a year or s0, there is nothing in this letter-
to indicate that HISS was sympathetic to the Communist Party or to Soviet
Russia, He recalled that a number of individuals did refuse to sign this
petition on the grounds that it was "Red bal’c.:l.ng" and added to the Yanbi-
Soviet: hysterla" sweeping the oountry., : .

MR, THOMAS B, NOLAN Kssistant Chief Geologist, U. S. Geoloo'lcal
Survey, Department of Interlor, was interviewed on March 17, 1949, by Special

Agen’c EDVARD F,” HUMMER at his office in the Old Interior Building, concern-

ing his knowledge as to whether ALGER HISS visited Longview, A¢cokeek,
Maryland, on or about July L, 1937. .

MR, NOLA\I stated that prior to 1937, » he ‘was frequently 'a week—end
guest at the estate of MR, and MRS, HENRY G, FERGUSON at Accokeek, Maryland,
but after 1937, the year his son was born, his visits there were more or less
infrequent, Inasmuch as he was the guest of the FERGUSONS, he did not know
the identity of the persons who visited SALLY RINGE and LENOR.J THOMAS at
Longi¥iew, the adjoining property which was owned by the FERGUSONS-and rented
to the two girls, - NOLAN stated that it was customary for the THOMAS and

RINGE guests to come over to the FERGUSON property and use the volley ball
cou:c’u,

" NOLAN st-ated that he never met ALGER HISS and only knows him
through the publicity of this case.and, therefore, he cannot say whejbher
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HISS was a v:Ls:Ltor at Longview, He was shown a picture of ALGER HISS
taken in 193h ‘and- sbated that he had no recollection of HISS ever being
there, FERGUSON characterized the two girls, LENORE THOMAS and SALLY
RINGE, ds well as most of their guests, as being "ultra liberals or new -
deaJ.ers." By this, he meant that they 1nvar1ab1y, in their dlscussz.ons,
'advocated the extreme left wing views at the time,-but he had no dis-
cussions with the two g:rls or the guests indicating their membership in
the Communist Party, NOLAN stated that he recalls a red-headed man there,
but. he did not know his name, In recent conversations with the FERGUSONS
the latter have 1dent1f1ed him to NOLAN as being CHARLES KRAMER.,

Investigation to Locate
Woodstock Typewr:.ter

The report o;f:' Spec:.al Agent . DANIEL F. X. CALLAHAN in this matter,
dated February 17, 1949, at Baltimore, Maryland, requested this office to

recontact the Arlington Typewriter Company in an effort to locate SYLVIA.
ST:..VENS:. . -

“MRS., SYLVIA SI'EPH NS, Lakeland Maryland, advised Spec:.al Agent
WILLIAM H, ATKINSON that in January or February of 1942, she purchased a

. typewriter from the MacDONALD's Typewriter Company, 818 Fourteenth Street,

Northwest, It is to be noted that this typewriter company is associlated

- with the Arlington Typewriter Company and the District Typewriter Company, and

all the records of these companies are mainbained by the District Typewriter:

Company at 818 Fourteenth S‘hree’o Northwest

. Typewriter specimens obtained by Agent ATKINSON on March 9, 19L9,
from Woodstock typewriter No, 162202, which is: presently - ovned by MRS.
STEPHENS, were forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory

- on March 10, 1949, .The Federal .Bureau of Investigation Laboratory advised
. in letter da’oed March 11, 1949, that Woodstock typewriter No, 162202 was
not the machine that was used- to 'bype the documents turned over by CHAMBERS,

By letter dated March- 16, l9h9, ‘the ‘Bureau. requested the re-
:Ln’cerva.ew of HARRI C. FELDSTONE, 1531 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest. ‘

FEDLSI‘ONE was reinterviewed on March 22, 1949, at his place of :
bus:.ness by Special Agentg JOHN E, HOWARD and CHARLDS W PEASINGER. He ad-
vised that since his previous interview by Agents on February L, 1949, he
- had located his book of sales and purchases covering dates up to 1935,

The only Zecord. book not located was for the. period 1935 through 1943, FELD-

STONE -advised: that whén he moved from 1516 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest, about

a, year ago, he had destroyed a lot of old papers and misplaced a lot of others
and he bel:.eves that instant book has beén thrown away,

Previous s’oatemen’bs made by FELDSTONE were gone over w113h him care-~
; fully but no additional data pertaining to instant typevm:.ter was obta:med
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He . continues 'bo state that.he can recall no purchases of Woodstock type~’
writers no¥ can he recall any dealings with ALGBR or PRISCILLA HISS or
TIMO’I‘HY HOBSON . :

. FELDSTONE was adv:r.sed concerning his notarization of HOBSON's
naval papers- and asked for his éomment, He stated he .could not recall
" this notarlzatlong He stated that he notarized many such navy papers
during the war, but that he could not recall PRISCILLA or TIMOTHY. FELD-
STONE stated that when someone asks him for a notarization thét he requests
that person to identify himself by some official or semi-official document,
€.ls, draft card, ‘driver's ligense, etc. He cammot recall PRISCILLA HISS
or what :Ldent:i‘ica‘c:l.on she may have used, ' '

W:.th FELDSTONE?S permission, Agents examined his i‘:.l:.ng cabinet.
and desk as well as old.files he maintained in the basement,’ but no perti-
nent reoords were located, FELDS‘I'ONE subsequently, adv:.sed that he rented
.an 6ld garage in the rear of 1516 Wisconsin 4venue, Northwest, as a storage
'place and that possibly some old records might be there. FELDS‘I‘ONE ac-
companied Agents to this garage and a search thereof located a quantity of
- check stubs and two old typewriters which were not Woodstocks. FELDSTONE
- advised that whenever he made a purchase that he pa:.d -for it by check. His
check stubs were examined for the period 1937 through l9h3, but no record
o:[' a typewriter purchase or any payment of .interest was noted,

FELDSTONE adv:Lsed that he Would conbihue to make: efforts to recall

. any “information of interest to-instant investigation and that though he could
" not think of anywhere else that instant .purchase book might be located, he

- would continue to make efforts to locate it and would conbact Jnterv:.ewmg
Agents in that event, - FELDSTONE appeared to be entirely cooperative and

- concerned with emphasiz:mg his desire to coopérate-in any.way possible,

' He stated that he could not positively affirm that he had not purchased
-:Lnsta.nt typewriter, _but that if he had he had no. recollectlon thereof, -

‘ F:Lle Rev:new, HISS? F:Lnanc:.al
Transactlons o '

o Reference is made to Bureau letter 'bo the ‘Washington F:Leld dated
March L, 1949, which requested the Washington Field Office to debermine. if -

- $L00 was redeposited in their bank account by either of ths HISS! immediately
subsequent to.November 19, 1937 , thus substantiating the allegation of -
CHAMBERS that the money was repaid-to the HISS' by Colonel BYKOV. This
letter also requested this office to check the case ‘file for any infor-
mation as to why the HISS' would withdraw B).;OO from the:.r savings account

on November 193 1937°

. The report of Special Agent (4) J, BERNARD COOK, dated March lh,
1949, at Wash:mgton, D, C,, reported that PRISCILLA HISS W:Lthdrew $j00 f£rom
the HISS Jjoint savings account No. 10931 at the Farmers and Mechanics
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Branch nggs National Bank, Wash:.ngbon, D. C., on Novenber ‘:’}-;“:_l ’l‘h:Ls
report containg a detailed analysis showing withdrawals, - depos. s im—azoip-

tion of deposn:bs when available, and balance of  ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS
savings account from November L, 1936, through October 1, 1948, This

report also contains an analys:.s showing deposits, descra.ption of deposits

when available, and balance for the HISS checking account.at "the same bank

_ from June 6, 193)4, through - February L, 1949,

Eb:am:.nat:.on of the analys:.s of the HISS! sav:.ngs account reflec’os

" that after ‘the. withdrawal of the: above-mentioned #1400 on November 19, 1937,
- ‘the balance remained under $L00 until May 8, 1939, when § $200 was deposited

into the account, - This brought the balance in the account up $0§202,29.

"The depos:.‘b of $200 was unidentified in ‘the analysis.

4n analys:.s of the HISS’ check:.ng account for the year 1937, failed '

’oc list’ any material deposit that.dees not regularly appear month after month

except for a deposit made on May 19, 1937, in the amount of $657.42. The

- analysis reflects. that the deposit slip for this deposit bore the notation -
- "Heinold." On.December 8, 1937, a 5,15300 deposit was made, the analysis re-

flecting that the source is unidentified, After December 8, 1937, the

i‘ollown.ng depOs:‘L'bS that have not appeared regularly each month were nobed:

(l) On Febyuary 5, 1938 a check for %116 that was
drawn on the Munsey Trust Company, Wash:.ngton, :
. De, Coy was depos:a.’oedo : '

(2) On June 18, 1938, a deposit. of $h00 was made.' The
check:l.ng accoun’o analys:Ls reflec‘bs the source was
-‘unidentified,

"-'(3)‘..:011 November 28, 1938 a depos::b of $h00 was made.
: The check:mg accoun‘o analysis reflects that, the ,
' source: was un:.dent:.fled.

Off:.ces .covering JGhe locatlon of pamnents that were lls'bed on

. deposi’c slips have been requested to attempt to determine the source of

deposits to the HISS! accounts by contactlng payments cn whlch depos:.t

-'checks were drawn., .

Fam:.ly Illness and Hosp:.taln.za'h:.on

The review of the i‘:Lle revealed that ‘I‘IMOTHY HOBSON a stepson of
ALGER HISS, was injured at 27th and P Streets, Northwest, by a car driven

. by ‘GEORGE E KILLEEN, 3117 N.Street, Northwest, Wash:.ngton, D. Cs, on Febru-

ary 19,.1937.. TIMOI‘fIY HOBSON was adm1tted to Georgetcwn University Hospital :

. for -treatment of a broken leg on February 19, 1937, and he was released from -

the hospital on February_ 27, 1937. He was treated by DR, PAUL O!CONNELL and,

_DR.. MARGARET NICHOLSON.
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> . Doctors and dentists “who have treated the HISS i‘amlly and repre-
sentatives of hospitals where- members of the: family have beéen patients, have
been contacted’ by Agents of this office, but no data appears in the file
that would indicate details regarding the financial relationship between
them. Thus, there is no irdication that unusual medical expenses arose
around. November 1937; however, interview with friends and associates did
not reveal eny known illness or operation during this period,

Purchase of Aut omob ile

’ The f:).les of the Credlt Bureau, 1221 G Street Northwest reflect _
that ALGER HISS,:2905 P Street, Northwest, on October 7 9 1935 purchased from -
the Smoct Mobor: Company, & Plymouth Motor No, PJ 295368, for ’$723,85, HISS
~ made a cash down payment and the balance of $621..35 was to be paid in two

monthly 1nstallments of “FZOO and one installment of $221.35, .

Fm'nn.’oure

: : MARTHA POPE advised that she was employed by the HISS' as a ma:.d
from 1930 to 1935, at 341l O Street, Northwest; 2831 28th Street, Northwest,
‘and for about a month afber they moved to 2905 P Street, Northwest around
‘May 1, 1935, (The HISS! lived ab 2905 P Street, Northwest, from May 1, 1935,
to June 15, 1936), She.stated that HISS vented. the P Street house fur'n:_shed
that she does not recall any Ffurniture being removed from the apartment on
28th Stréet to P Street, and that the’ HISS' carried their personal- belonglngs
o P Street in thelr automobileo -

' CIAUDIE CATLETL , amaid employed by ‘bhe HISS' about six months before
the HISS' moved to thé house on 30th Street, (HISS moved from 2905 P Street to
- 1245 30th Street, on June 15, 1936) until the Summer of 1938, advised that
" most of thé furniture in the house at 2905 P Street, Vor‘hhwest was not the ‘
- property of-the HISS' and was left in the house when they moved to 1215 30th |
- Street, Northwest. They did move several chan.rs, a secretarj, a small table,
: their books and typewriter and their personal belongings by moving van, - She
‘stated that when the HISS!' moved from 30th Street to 3415 Volta Place, North-
west, around January of 1938, their furniture and household effects were
moved by van., In fact, .she mdlcated in her signed statement that they
moved everything from the 30th Street house to Volta Place, with the ex~
ception of a kitchen stove and other such fixtures., She repor'bed that a :
red rug ‘with a fringe was stored by the HISS! in a closet at 1215 30th Stree‘b, ,
Northwest, but. that after they moved to Volta Place, it was placed on the :
_ floor of TIM HOBSON's Toom,

. Real Estabe and House s Klsseloff 7146

The flles of the Real Bstate Tax Division reflect that on Septem-
ber 28 19h3, ALGER HISS purchased the residencé at 3210 P Street, Nerth-
west, from PRENTISS B, GILBERT and that he sold the residence on October 25,

' l9h7 » ‘to BENTRAM and RUIH SORELS, BENDICT, A1l other residences in Washlngton,

"‘_‘ 12 =




. » N -
.

WFO. 7h—9h

Dy Ce s Were rented by AT.GER HISS and ’chere was 1o 1nforma’c.10n :Ln the files
per'balm.ng to the amount of the- mon’ohly rent.

Insurance Prem:mms

. On December 13, l9h8 MR. LEO D, FII‘AGERALD Associate Counsel for
the Equ:s.table .Life. Assurance Gompany of the United S‘ba‘bes, advised that
ALGER HISS‘was. an assured of that company. Information regarding monthly
or annual premiums, etc., was mot reported, ‘The case fn.les do not reflect

any cther insurance pol:.c:.es for the HISS!

PIMOTHY HOBSON' s Educa‘blon

; MR, FRANCIS THAYER HOBSON, . 425 Fourth Avenue , New York C:L’oy, ‘ad~
vised on December 16, 19)4.8 that. he personally made arrangements for all of
TIMOTHY HOBSON's school:.ng and had personally paid -the bills for same by
checkn . -

- PRISCILLA HISS‘ School:a.ng

The f::.les reflect 'bhat PRISCILL& attended summer séhool in Chemistry
at the Un:.versity of Maryland, in 1937, and that she. enrolled-at Georgetown '
University on -Septembeér 17, 1937, and W:.thdrew December 13, 1937, Pinancial
data regardlng these studies .is not avallable in the files.

Credit
. Results of Cred:.t Agenoy checks in Washlngton, D, C., wWere reported

on’ pages 76 and 77, - in the report of Spec:.al Agent COURTLAND dJ, JONES dated
January 28, l9h9, ab Washn.ngton, D. 0.,_ :

. Invest:.gation reflects 'bhat the followmg accounts were opened by
the HISS! subsequent to November 19, 1937 '

‘Business Establ:.shmen’c. - Date Account Qpene'd :

: _Jul:Lus Garf:.nckel and Gompany - September 21, 1940

- B. R:Lch Sons Shoe Store . " - September 1936 -
,'Ralea.gh Haberdashery . ' | Oc‘tober'19-ho‘
Standard 0il Company of New Jersey October 1940

‘MISS JANET HELME‘ELD Audltor, W & J SLOANE, 1217 Connectlcut

' Avenue, Northwest, advised that when the office.was moved from 709 2lst

Street, Northwest that all old records were destroyed. Present records were
reviewed and. they revealed no account for ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. (Credih

_ KisseIoff_—7i47 |
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Bureau report dated October 23, 19)40 1nd1ca'bes ALLGER and PRISCILLA HISS .
opened an account with W& J SLOANE in Septeémber 1936). There is an accomlt

in the name -of DONALD HISS and records :Lnd:Lcated that he purchased a rug in
liay of 19h7. . :

On page 121, in the report of Spec1a1 Agen’o JOSEPH M, KELLY, dated
February 8, 1949, at New York City, MARIAN KENNY, Agsistant Credit Manager, ’
Best .and Company S1st Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City, advised that
MRS. ALGER (PRISCILLA) HISS opened ‘an account at the Washington, D. C., store
of Best and Company on September 26, 1938. This account represents a th:v.rty—-
dazr charge account w:.th a 11m1tatn.on of $150. ' The account. was settled in
1913, - ‘ ' ‘ o .

, - MR. G, H RAITT Cred:.’c. Manager, Standard 0il.Company of New
-Jersey, 261 Constitubion Avenue Northwest, advised that ALGER HISS opened
a fuel oil account in Qctober of 191;0 bub that all records pertalning 'bo
the accou.nt are ma:.nta:.ned :m the Baltlmore offlce.

- A 'beletype to the D:Lrector from the Baltlmore Offlce dated March 15,
1911,9, reflects that HISS opened a fuel oil account on Oétober 30, 19h0 and
that.no record of gasoline charge account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA
HISS could be located in the credit records of the Shell Oil Company, Inc,.,
Esso Standard 0il Company, Sinclair 0il- Company, Sherwéod Oll Company, or
‘the American Oil.Company,. all Baltimore, Maryland :

) MR FRANK SCOLT, Gredlt Mahager, - Woodward and Lothrop Department
‘Store, ‘advised that an account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS had’
been opened on Sep’cember 18, 1935, MRS, THEIMARBUGK, Credit Department,
_Woodward and Lothrop, adv1sed that the credit account records are only

kept for three years unless some unusual reason exists to keep an individual
. account., ‘She stated that all ledger references pertaining to. 1931 and 1938
credlt accounts have been destroyed many years. ago.

L IleS ROSE G BREAULT Credit Manager, Bren’oano's Bookstore, 1322
F Stree*b Northwest, advised that an account for MRS, ALGER HISS was opened
in Gctober 1929, that the original credit appllcatlon and old ledger sheets
have been destroyed and that the current ledger card veflects the highest
cred:L'b ever extended to the HISS! was $38.50 in November - December, 1946,

MR. WILLIAM KING of: the We Se K:Lng and Son Coal- Company, 211:1
'30th Street, Northwest, advised that hHis records show.ALGER HISS purchased
. coal on cred:.t dur:l.ng the Winter of l930° No other :Lnformat:_on was ava:.lable,

ELIZABETH L, JACKSON 3112 Q S'breet Northwes‘b adv:Lsed tha’o she
was Sécretary-Treasurer .of. Preece and Curtis, Inc., a woman's store formerly -
 located at 101l Connecticut Avenue, Northwest, She advised.that this busi-

" mess was sold in July of 1947, and that all records were destroyed except
‘for customer accounts that had not been settled. She does not have any .
. records of the store pertaining to ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. She reported

_ Kisseloff—714,8‘
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that she knew MRS. HISS in a business way, as sheé had been a regular customer
since about 1936 or 1937. She recalled that MRS, HISS usuwally purchased
sport clothes and suits that ran from $19.95 to 5;‘1529 00, The HISS! settled

" their account promptly and she believes that the. largest credlt balance

would be somewhere between $50,00 and $l25 00, -

Credit appllcata.ons that were executed by either ALGER or PRIS-
CILLA HISS in most 'of the foregoing business establishments have been
destroyed. The credit application that was executed by MRS, HISS at B..

‘Rich and Son Shoe Store lists credit references that have prev:Lously been

contacted and explained above,

WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE

Interv:l.efw wa.th MRS PEYTON KERR

By teletype dated March 9, 1949, the New York Offlce advised that
in about 1936 or 1937, WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE attempted t0 develop MR, and
MRS, PEYTON KERR .as.sources of information for a Soviet espionage apparatus,
but that this attempt was unsuccessful. This o;‘.‘flce was requested to inter-
view MR ‘and MRso PEYTON KERR, o :

On March 18 1949, MRS, PEYTON KERR was interviewed at her home,
421 Argyle Drive, Alexandrla9 by Special Agent DONALD D, CONNORS, She ad-
vised that her husband is now First Secretary of the United States Embassy
at New Delhi, India, and: that he has been in this position for approximately

"four months. . She and the children intend to join him there and planned to

leave the United Sta'bes approx:.ma'bely April 5, 1949,

© After a momen’c"s hesrbatlon, MRS KERR recognized a. p::.cture of -
CRANE and correctly identified him., She stated that her husband had met
CRANE at the University of Callfornla, at Berkeley, California, while MR,
KERR was attending college there in about 1933.or 193k, According to MRS,
KBERR, her husband was well acquainted with one MARGARET GUTELIUS, a pre=
medlcal student -at Berkeley; and through her, met CRANE, CRANE and GUTELIUS
were subsequently married. MRS. KERR stated that she and MR. KERR were
married on July .10, l93h, in San Franclsco, Cal:i’ornla, her maiden name

- being MARGABET WILSON. She recalls that she associates her first meeting -
Writh PEGGY GUTELIUS -and WILLIAM CHANE with her own wedding, At that. time,

CRANE was a free-lance photographer and resided in Berkeley, . In 1935, ’ohe
KERRS left Berkeley and came to Washington, D. C. Sometime later that year,

free-lance photographer.,

. CRANE and his wife moved to New York Gl’oy, where CRANE also opera'bed as a

MRS, KERR advised tha’o both she and her husband were extremely
fond of CRANE's wife, but both. regarded CRANE as a braggadocious egomaniac

and both had an intense dislike for CRANE.- MRS, KERR advised CRANE's wife

to separate from him and she recalls that in 1936, MARGARET CRANE did, in
| |  Kisseloff-7149
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fact, leave: WILLIAM CRANE,. and followlng a brief. and unsuccessful reconcll-
1at:|.on, the’ CRANES were d:.vorcedo_ According to MRS. KERR, the former MARGARET
GUTELIUS CRANE is now MRS, JAMES F, WATT a pract:.clng phys:.c:.an An Pha:cr,

2 Texas o

Followmg the unsuccessful reconc:.&:.at:.on between the CRANES, -
'MARGARET CRANE told MES, KERR that WILLIAM CRANE had made the remark that

' ~ he wag photogréaphing national defense installations in New York C::by and

was being paid for this work by another nation., "MRS., KERR stated that there
were .no.further details in regard to this statement, but.that she and her
husband, ad well as MARGARET CRANE, could not believe ‘bhlS remark and at—
tra.buted it 'bo GRANE'S usual bluster:mg mannera o

She s*bated that she and her husband saw the CRANES probably no more
than five or six times from 1935 through the -.early part-of 1937, -at which time

"the CR4NES were divorced., She recalls that MARGARET CRAME, during this bime,

was studying mediciné and in the Summei of 1936 or 1937, MR& ‘CRANE' worked
in the George Washington Hosp:.tal Clinic. in Washington, D. C." She recalls
that this employment lasted -ornly about eight weeks and during this time,
MARGARET CRANE.lived at an apartmént hotel in the Northwest section of

- Washingbon., She could not recall thé exact location of this hotel, bubt

sﬁated that ::b was rather far oubt to the East of Connec‘b:.cu'b Avenue.

MRS KERR descrlbed MARGAREI‘ CBANE as f ollows‘

Heights - - . 5 g
. Hairs " . Light- brown
- Byes: ™. - Blue
* Build: . . Slender .
. Agenin 1937: - : 28 = 30 years ,
Characterls'blcs. T Excellent . swimmer, formerly‘

~ held summer employment as
_ Counsel for g:u.rls' camps. ..

. " MRS, KERR recalled that while MARGARET CRANE lived in Wash:mgbon,
D. C., WILLIAM CRANE maintained their res:.dence in Nerw York G:rby, and did:

" not accompany his wife 'bo Washington,

' With regard to the unknown 1nd1v1dua1 whom CRANE alleges he. a’c-'
tempted to develop ‘MRS, KERR could recall no one of her acquaintances -
who woulqd fit this description, and advised that she.was rather sure that
nelther she mor her husband had ever- introduced CRANE: t6 any of their friends,

‘She pointed. out that CRANE had been in their home in Washington no more. than -

two or three t:.mes, and because both she and her husband disliked him very

much they had made no effort to introduce. CRANE to their circle of acqua:.ntances.

She also pointed out that CRANE had néver urged her, or so far as she knew,
had never urged her husband to introduce CRANE o anyone. She had never ¢on~
versed with CRANE with respect to the Communist Party or Soviet Russia and -

__'adv:.sed 'bha"a she had,’ as &' matter of course, cons:Ldered CRANE to be a loyal

o ' Kisseloff—7150_
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Amer:ucan c:.t:.zen, or as loyal as anyone with his neurotic tendencies could -
be. She has.not seen CRANE since either 1936 or 1937 s but has occasionally

: corresponded with. his former w:i‘e.

: By tele'bype ‘dated March 3, l9h99 +the New York Office requested that
the passport records be checked concerning IRENE PERLA GLAS, nee GOLDSTEIN, -
with aliases. The records of the Passport Division of the United States: De-

. partmént of State; contain no information concerning this individual., The

New York Off:.ce was so adv:.sed by teletype on March 16, 19)49. ]

By tele'by'pe dated March 25 19)49, ‘the Los Angelee Office requested

: th:.s office to check the records of the Inmigration and Naturalizabtion’ Serv:.ce,
. United States Department of Just:.ce, concerning ANTOINETTE SANI'UC}:., nee '
. BROGELLI., No record of this individual was located in the files of the -

Tmnigration and Naturalization Service, and. the Bureau and in’oerested offices

| 'were so advised by ’oeletype on March 15, 1949,

LAURENCE DUGGAN

By teletype dated ‘March 9, 19&9, the Baltimore Offn.ce requested.

th:.s ofi‘:.ce to. interview certaln former assoc:.ates of LAURENCE DUGGAN at
<the Department of Stateo -

‘ PAUL CLEMENT DANIDLS, Di.rect or. for American Republ:.cs Affairs, -
Shate Deparﬁment Room 311y, New State Department Building, 21st and C Streets,
Northwes’o adv:.sed Special Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 10, 1949, that.

he was ass:Lgned to the Department of State in Washington, Di C.y from Decem—

ber 1939, until the end of 1943, as a Desk -Officer and Assistant Chief, both .
in the Latin American Division.(now known as the American Republics Afi‘a:irs

. Division), He advised that during. this time, he served under the immediate

supervision off LAURENCE DUGGAN and that he worked very closely with him,
During this time, he knew: 'ALGER HISS casually and he cannot, at this time,
recall having had any professional contact with him, -He bel:.eved that, ALGER -
HISS was employed in another division within.the Department.of State, and
that he was never assigned to the Latin #merican Division. In this connec-
tion, hé stated that he did not know that ALGER HISS and LAURENCE DUGGAN ever -
‘shared office space at .the Department of State and since they never served.

in the sameé division during this time, he could not.think of any reason why .
they would share the same office. He advised that he did not know HIsS
socially; that he. never- visited his home; 3 that hé was not acquainted with

his wife; and that he has never corresponded with either of the HISS!', He
stated that his acquaintanceship:with HISS was so casual that he was.not in

a position to furnish pertinent information,. He had the impression that ‘
HISS and DUGGAN were very close friends, but he could offer noth:.ng to sub-
‘stantiate this mpress:u.on at this time, ‘

DANIELS exammed the photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were .

"taken in the mlddle thir’c.les and advised that he was unable to :Ldent:_fy them.

Kisseloff-7151
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He could recall no visitors or friends of ALGER HISS or LAURENCE DUGGAN by'
the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, CARL CARLSON, or GEORGE CROSLEY. He ad- "
vised that from the end of 19h3 until. the Fall of 1947, he served as a
Foreign Service Officer in the Department of State outside the continental
limits of the United States, When he returned to the Department, ALGER
HISS had res:x.gned and accep‘bed a posr’olon with the Carnegie Foundation.

) GEORGE HOWLAND BUTLER Deputy Director, Policy Planning Staff,’
Dopartmen’c of State, Room 5152, New State Department Building, 21st and’

-G Streets, Northwest, advised Spec:Lal Agent WILLTAM H, ATKINSON on March 10,

1949, that he served in the Department of State in Washmgton, D. C., from
1935 to 1939, as a Desk Officer and Assistant Chief, both in the Division

~of Latin American Affairs. During the greater part of this service.in the

Stabe Department, LAURENCE DUGGAN was his immediate supervisor and close .
i‘r_:Lend., In his opinion, LAURENCE DUGGAN was a thoroughly patriotic Amerlcan,
most irtelligent, an outstanding public servant, a man of the highest in-
tegrity, and a person with a high sense of duty to the United States. He
advised that he knew ALGER HISS casually and he had no social or professional ’
contact with him, He has never. .visited his home and has never corresponded-
with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, He could offer no information as to whether
or not HISS and DUGGAN were close friends, but advised that he is positive

“that they never shared an office at the Department of State during the time

he was assigned in Washington, D. C, From 1939 to early in 1940, he served
as Foreign Service Officer outside the continental 1limits of the United States.
He was again called back to the Department in Febiruary 1945, and sometime

between that time and September 1946, he was a dinner guest of one of the

HISS‘ w—— he believes ‘c.hat 1’0 was DONALD HISS,

He examined photographs of WHI'].‘TAKER CHAI/iBERS 'but was unable to
:Ldentni‘y that :nd:u.v:Ldual., He did not recognize the names of WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS, GEORGE CROSLEY, .or CARL GARLSON, and could not remember LAURENCE
DUGGAN ever hav1ng mentloned ﬁhese names.,

ER‘VIN S. GELSEY, ALSO KNOWN A4S
ERWIN GELSKY,. ISRAEL GELSKY

. Referenced New York report requested this office to check the
records- of the Passport Division, United States Department of State, and
of the: Immigration and Naturalization Service, United Sta’c.es Department of
Justice, for :Lnformat:.on concerning ERWIN GELSKY

The records of the Passport Division, United States Department of
State, were checked on Febriary 16, 1949, by Spec1a1 Agent CHESTER C. GRAMT-
FORD, w:.th nega’c:l.ve resultso )

' The records of the Immmgratlon and Naturallzat:.on Service, Unlted |

Sta’ces Department of Justice, were checked by the same Agent on February 2l
and March 28, 191;9_., and reflected the followa.ng information:
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By order of Supreme Oourt Brooklyng New York, dated Apr:.l 10
193h ERWIN GELSKY's hame was changed to ERWIN GELSEY.

In a declaration of :.ntent:.on, No, 72730 dated August 28, 1935

GELSEY furnished the following information., Hé gave his name as ERWIN S.

- 'GBLSEY, residing at 1416 North Haverhurst Drive, Los Angeles, California.

He. listed His océupation as Scenario Writer, and reported that he had been -
- born Decémber 31,- 1899, in Russia, and that that country had constituted his
last. foreign residence, He immigrated to the United .States from Hamburg,
Germany, under the neme of ISRAEL GELSKY, and entered ah the Port of New
York, on October 27 % 1901;, on the S.S. I?ATRIC}IA° His description, as
',furn:s.shed in the declaration, is as follows: . : :

Sex: . Mdle

Color: . © White
Complexion: - Ruddy -
Eyes: ) ' . .- Brown B
Hairs P - Red:
Height:s - | .. 5vgn
Weight: - . 150 leo
Race: . Hebrew
. Nati onallty. Russian
. Date and place . . December 31, 1899,
' of blrth- - Russia

. On June 13 " 19)40 he filed Pe'b:.tlon for Naturalization No. 7602h
.at ‘which time, his address was 1250 Hilldale, Los Angéles, California, In'
the petition, he gave his date and place of birth as Bialystok, Poland, dn
. December’ 31; 1899, On June: 13, 1937, he was married to LOUISE GELSKY at
Derrver, Colorado, His marital status.at the time this petition was filed
was dn.vorced. Th:Ls peﬁrblon gave h:Ls last forelgn res:.dence ag Vilna,’ Russ::.ae

Natural:.zatlon Cerbificate No, 5188012 5 dated January 2ly,, 19h1

- reflects that his residence at that time, was 8819% Haratt, Los Angeles,

.California, - He was issued. Alien Registration No, 5395023, The file con~
talned no record of visa re-entry permn.t I\Too 1103hh7. T :

Photographs of GELSEY obtalned from the afore—mentloned Immgrat:.on
* and Na’ourallzation Service records are being furnished to the Buréau and to
. the New York Ofi‘ice with this report as enclosures, |

ELEANOR NELSON

‘ MR. PAUL R, PORTER Depar'bment of State, was 1ntervn.ewed in his
off:u.ce in the New, State Depar‘oment Building, on March 21, 1949, by Special
_ Agents EDNARD F., HUMMER and DONALD D CONNORS, and stated the follcw:.ng. e
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. " PORTER recalled that he first met ELEANOR’ NELSON in late 1932 and
that he was’ introduced to her by MARY DUBLIN, who is now the wifé of LEON
. KBYERSLING, It is PORTER's recollection 'bhat he firgt met ELE&NOR at a
Socialist Party Banquet in Bal'bmore., He states that this may have been .
in the Spring of l933, but believes it to be the latter part of 1932, It .
is noted. that ‘PORTER married ELEANOR NELSON in February 1933, and. lived with
her as man and wife until Décember 1933, although during most of this time,
they maintaihed separate domiciles. PORTER stated that he was employed in
New York- City, and ELEANOR NELSON was employed in the Labor Department,
‘Washington, D, C. She résided on Pennsylvann.a Avenue, Northwes’o in about
the 2400 or 2500. block, :

In May 1933, PORTER was sent to Ph:l.ladelphla as a Soc:.al:.s’o Party'
organizer, where he maintained an apartment over. Party headquarters somewhere
on 52nd Street, During this ‘period, PORTER and NELSON spent most of ‘their
week ends together .in Phlladelphn.a or New York. '

In the early part of 193l, PORTER, who.had tuberculosis, was con=
fined in a sanitarium in the Adirondack Mountains in New York State, In- ' .
July.193L, NELSON visited him at the sanitarium, and arrangements were made
at that t:.me for the divorce. PORTER recalls that ‘he saw NELSON again in
October l93h, March 1937, and that the last time he saw her was in Pittsburgh -

* in 1938, He stated that she arranged the divorce and procured it in the Dls’orn.c’o‘ -

. .of Golmnb:n.ao He advised that. one of the main reasons their marriage brioke up,
was because shortly after he knew ELEANOR, she began to come under the in-

. -fluence of the Communist Party whereasg he was a staunch Socialist and be-
lieved ELEANOR NELSON to be one ‘at the time of their marrlage. PORTER advised -
that he had no idea that NELSON was involved in any espionage activities,.

In thé latter states of their marriage, and after the divorce, he game. to

- realize that ELEA.NOR NELSON was an actlve and fanat:u.c member of the Comunist'
. Party,.-

W:.th regard to HAROLD WARE PORTER adv1sed that he knew WARE to be
an organizer .0f a farm .group in M:Lnnesote, and that he had heard NELSON speak
of WARE. He also recalled that one WEBSTER GLAY POWELL was a closé. friend of -
WARE, and he had heard ELEANOR speak of POWELL. Although, he did not know =
POWELL to be a Communist, ‘he said that he always felt "some misg:.v:mgs " in
.connection with POWELL, because of his friendship with.WARE. .

_ . PORTER did not know ALGER or DONALD HISS at th:Ls 'b:l_me and advised -
tha’c, he has never met these individuals, although he is fam:.l:.ar with thenr

. names, '

PORTER did not know the following individuals: JOHN ABI "HENRY
HILL COLLINS; LEE PRESSMAN (PORTER stated that he latér became acquan.nted
with PRESSMAN), ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN; ROSE CLINTON; CHARLES COE; ROSE
"COE; VICTOR PERLO; NATHAN WITT; CHARLES KRAMER, TRMA - RINGE SALLY RINGE;
BOB SI'RAUSS LENORE THOMAS (ncrw MRS. BOB STRAUSS); DR, BENJAMIN WEI’\IINGER
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Wlth réespech, to WALTER SASSAMAN, PORTER adv:Lsed 'bha'b he had a fa:.nt

T reoollectlon that he knew this mdlv:Ldual and connected him in & vague i‘ash:.on
“with the Communist Party,. - PORTER adv1sed that he knew ROB HALL slightly, and

that while he, PORTER, was organizing a Sodialist student's group-at Columbia
University; HALL was organ:.z:.ng a Communist Party National Students' League,

- also at Colmnb:.a. PORTER had no‘recollection whatsoever of DAVID CARPENTER,

with aliases, HAROLD WILSON, DAVID ZIMMERMAN, and said further > that he Knew

- .of no HAROLD with whom EIEANOR NELSON was i‘am:Ll:.ar just before.or after their -

divorce, although-PORTER indicated that he did not kriow a great deal of ELEANOR -
NELSON's life.following the divorce. -He was unaware that she had remarrled and _

“was the mother. of a child,

PORTER dld not know WILLTAM. EDWARD GRANE WARD 'PIGMAN FELIX INSLERMAN

- HELJ..'\I MILLER or ROBERT MARTIN WOHII‘ORTH

PORTER advn.sed that ‘c.h:n.s last name was faintly familiar "bo h:.m as one

" who served oh-the ‘LaFollette Committee. " PORTER algo did not know ANDRE EMEREE
~ under any of her aliases or THELMA OSTER, although he. did know by’ reputa*ba.on

ROY HUDSON, presently the husband of ANDRE EMEREE, PORTER advised that he
knew STEPHEN RAUSHENBUSH as a Socialist, and indicated that he was acquainted

. with, RAUSHENBUSH while RAUSHENBUSH worked for Governor MARTIN of Pennsylvania, .
at Harrlsburg, Pennsy’.'l.va.n:l.ao He said that RAUSHENBUSH was a fr:.end of NORMAN T

THOMAS,

’ PORTER stated that he was- leavmg for Europe on Thursday, March 2L, -
1949, and if his recollection is. refreshed _concerning ELEANOR NELSON, he would
adv:Lse the Bureau by’ le’oter.,

DAVID ZMAERM&N w:.‘bh allases

On March 1y 19&99 TANSEL BUTLER 300 X Street Northeast was - m’oer—

‘ vn.ewed by .Special- Agent PHILIP H, WILSON and HARRY K, GLAYI‘ON ooncern:mg any

information BUTLER might be able to fiurnish with reference o DAVID ZM»&EBMAN,'

. with aliages, former Editor: of "Work", offio:.al organ of the Workers M.l:.ance
‘ _-of Amerlca. o Y . .

. BUPLER adv:.sed he was Pres:v.dent of ’c.he Dlstrlct o:f:‘ Columbia Branch .
of the Workers - Alllance of America from 1936 until he resigned during April

1939, He pointed out that this. branch maintained a separate staff and head- .-
© quarters from that of ‘the national organization; therefore, his contac’os were

:mi‘requent wn:hh members of the national staffo )

He added however, that he had occagion to confer =w1th nat:.onal
officérs DAVID LASSER and HERBERT BENJAMIN and knew both of them well. He

. stated that he knew ELEANOR NELSON and DAVID-ZIMMERMAN, but was not well ac—- .

qua:.n’oed with el’c.her, He ' did notb. know: ZIMMERMAN by any other name and he

- stated he did .not know the address of ZIMMERMAN while the la'b‘ber was J.n
' Wash:.ngton, D. Go - :
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w:Lth reference to invesbigation conducted to locate the apart-

ment in- Washlngton, Do Co, utilized by CHAMBERS for the photographing of

documents in 1936, BUTLER stated that he does not know of any Communisb
member who was res1d1ng in the area surrounding Eas"aern High School or
Lincoln Park dur:.ng 1935-1937 inclusive.

WEBSTER CLAY .POWELL

. By 'bele‘bype dated January 28, 1949, the New York Office advised
that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS had stated tha’o HARCLD WARE organlzed a small ap-
paratug in the agriculture filed, and ’c.ha’c WEBSTER CLAY POWELL had been a
kind of personal deputy of WARE, -

. WEBSTER CLAY POWELL was interviewed by Spec:Lal Agents DONALD D.
CONNORS and THOMAS J, BARRY at this office on February 25, 1949, He ad~-

.- vised that he is presently a Foreign Service Officer in the United States
" Department- of State, and that he had just returned from three and a half

years duty in Australia, He stated that he had been acquainted with ALGER
HISS, but had had no .close contact with himy and could not recall where he

- had meb HISS, or who.had introduced him, He thinks he possibly first met

HISS in the agr:.culture field since he, POWELL was Director of Résearch .
in WFarm Research Incorperated" from about 1933 t6 1938,

POWELL described "Farm Research Incorporated" as no’c a Government
orgariizatn_on:, but a pr:.vate group, which was formed to asgist the  farmer by
obtaining helpful information and making it available to'the farmers., He
believed that the real founder of ."Farm Research Incorporated" was HARQLD
WARE, The organization was financed by contributions from interested people
and farm organizations., He was acquainted with the fact that this organi- 7
zation had been cited by the House Committee on Un—American Activities as a
Communi:st front, but could give no reason for this action.other than ‘the fact
that HAROLD WARE had been connected with it and that WARE has been accused
by many people of be::.ng a Gommunlsto ’

~ With. regard to ALGER HISS PONELL belleves he may have seen HISS
a few times socially since their flrst meeting, &nd once or twice:-on the -

' street, but he has never abtended any kind -of meeting with HISS. - During the -

contacts with HISS, he never observed anything that would lead him to believe

~ that HISS was a Connnunlst or was in any way involved in a conspiracy to

obtain Government documents.. He stated that he- had never heard of WHITTAKER

"CHAMBERS and- failed to identify photographs of CHAMBERS and of MRS, CHAMBERS

which were taken in the 1930’so

PONELL has also been acqua:u.nted with DONALD HISS, but could not’

‘recall the circumstances of their meeting and believes lie probably had- seen

DONALD HISS about the same nuiber of times that he had seen ALGER, He had
no reason to doubt DOI\IALD HISS‘ loyalty to the Unlted States.
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. POWELL advised that he flrst meb HAROLD WARE in 1927, 'on an ex~’
per:_mental farm in Russw., which was financed by the Quakers, according to
PONELL. POWELL first went to Russia on a trip financed by the Open Road’
Tourist Agency.in New.York City. At the time of POWELL's arrival in Russia,
WARE was already over there and after POWELL's reburn.to the United States,.
he resumed his acquaintance with WARE, After WARE. ox;gam.zed "Farm Reeearch
Incorporated," he asked POWELL to take a position theére., POWELL always con=
sidered WARE t0 be a personal friend, but stated that WARE was the type of
individual to whom no one éver could get too closes; POWELL now believes,
in ‘the light of later developmentsg that WARE must have been 1ead:mg a
double life,

Before WARE'S death, POu‘IELL never knew that WARE was a Communist,
He merely considered WARE to be a rabid new dealer., He adm:.t‘ced meebing
ELLA REEVE(Mother BLOOR) and knew that she was HAROLD WARE's mother. He
has heen in her home near Philadelphia on one or two occasions, but in
spite of tha‘b he did not know that she was a Communist until sometime
after HAROLD WARE's death in 1935, He thought that she was just a radical
labor leader and nothing more., In connection with WARE's death in 1935,
POVELL stated that he and his wife were in a car in front of WARE's car,
and that his car wasg sideswiped by a truck and then smashed into WARE's
car. They were all on their way to visit a friend, HANNAH PICKERING, .in
New York State when the accldent he.ppened.,

: POWELL first met HENRY HILL COLLINS on hls trip to Russ:La in |
1927, He stated that COLLINS had goné along with the group whose trip had
been financed by the Open Road Tourist Agency. . POWELL continued his ac-
quaintance with COLLINS later in Washington, and has been in COLLINS' apart-
ment at cockbail partles many times, but never dttended any sort- of meeting .

. there, At the present time, he could not recall the names of any of the

people who were present at parties in COLLINS! apartment He never sus-
pected COLLINS of being a Communist or of being, in any way, connected with
a conspiracy to obtain government documents., In this connection, he made

. the comment in answer to a direct question, that of all his friends and

acquaintances, while .in Washington, he never knéw any of them to be Com- )
munist Party members, He stated that some of them might have ‘been sympathet:.c
to some parts of the Communist doctrine, and that he, himself, had some of

* the same aims as the Communists, but thatnet all of the Commulﬁmlaﬁngléiﬂd

his aims were allkeo

: He advised that his wife had operated a school for ch:.ldren
called Greenacres, near Silver Spring, Maryland. He recalled.that a benefit,
or benefits, had beén held at the school to aid the Spam.sh Loyalist. cause..
He had, himself, been sympathetic with the Loyalist cause in Spain, and

was acqualnted Wl'bh the -fact that the Communists in this country -had sup-
ported the Loyalists and helped recruit men for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,
He stated, hcwever, that he was not aware, at that time, that the Communists

_Were as- much of a threat to the security and peace of the wridas he feels

they are at thé present time,
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 POWELL, stated that he knew LEE PRESSMAN, but that the details of
his meeting with PRESSMAN are very hazy in his mind., He does recall being

" at a cocktail party at PRESSMAN's house, which he believes is across from
"the Zoo on Connecticut Avenue, but does not recall any other individuals

who attended the partyo He did not recall ever hav:mg met ABRAHAM GEORGE
SILVERMAN,

, . POWELL stated that he d:Ld not desire to give a 51gned sta’t.emen‘a
concerning the. information which he had furnished to the interviewing Agents,
but. would ‘prefer to consult an-attorney before doing so., He was advised that
this action was entirely within his rights, He stated, however, that ‘he would
be w:.lllng to be put under oath and repeat the :E‘orego:mg information, He ad-
ded "that in the light of the accusations against many of his acquaintances

by both MISS ELIZABETH BENTLEY and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, he believes that if.
their accusations are true, he had been used as a front by these people for’

" their Communlst activities,

POWELL was re-olntervmwed by the same Agents at thn.s office on

Varch 31, 1949, .and stated that he was still connected With the Department

of. State9 but was on temporary assignment to the Department of Labor as a
Foreign Labor Adviser. He has secured an apartment .and -is now residing at -
5 East Irving Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland.

Concernmg HANNAH PICKERING, PCM’ELL stated that he does not know
her present, location, as he has not seen her or heard from her since 1940,
The last information he had was that she was living on her farm at Elmira,
‘New York, She had.been a very good friend of WARE, and POWELL.believed

‘that WARE had met her when she had been :Lnterested in the i‘arm that, the .

Quakers financed in Russia, POWELL met PICKERING, he believes, when hée
went to Russia in'1927, under the auspices of the Open Road Tourist Agency,

with which PIGKERING was connected, He “could not’ recall whether he first

met her in the United States or after 'she had arrived in Russia. It was -

- his opinicn that she was a Quaker, but he could hot state 1:£‘ she had been, '

or :Ls, a Communist,

R | response to a dlrect question, PONELL stated tha'b he ‘met ELEANOR
NELSON sometime between 1933 and 1938, in Washington, D. C.y When ‘he had
worked for "Farm Research Incorporated, " He believes the-occasion of the

. -meeting was.either a union rally or a meeting of a group to discuss the

problems of the share~crépper., He never had any social contact with- ELEANOR

- NELSON and ‘only-saw her once or twice after their first meeting, He did
recall that HAROLD WARE and ELE&NOR NELSON were very good fr:.ends.

' Concern:mg "Farm Research Incorporated," PONELL admn.tted “that-
GHABLES GARLAND had been connected with it in Washington, D. C. He stated -
that GARLAND did .accounting work for the organization and also contributed

: money to.1it, s:l.nce he had been a fanrly wealthy man, PONELL could not say
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if GARLA’ND was a Communist’ and he did nob know of any of GARLAND's other ac~
t1v1t1es outside of those with WFarm Research. Incorporated.”

. “In answer to a direct questlons POWELL stated thab ROBERT COE had
worked for "Farm Research’ Incorporated! but he.was unable ‘to remember COE's
. exact position, nor .could he state whether or not COE was a Commmist. He
believed COE was a liberal, According to POWELL, COE came into "Farm Research!
about one year before POWELL, himself, left the organ:.zat:.on, and he believed .
“that COE had been brought 1nto the organ:.zatlon by HAROLD WARE, When POWELL "
was reminded that he had.stated previously that he had left "Farm Research!.
in 1938 and that HAROLD WARE was killed in 1935, POWELL stated that COE must -
have gone ‘into the organization before WARR's. death and that he was just not
‘able to remember the exact period that COE had worked for the organization,
'PONELL was sure that he had riever met COE before this time. A4s it had been
noted that POWELL's wife had operated 'a school ander the name ALICE COE -
. MENDHAM, POWELL.was asked if ROBERT COE was .any relation to his wife and
. he den:Led ‘that. there was any relat:.onshn.po ‘ -

: - PONELL stated that he did not recall a farm school- at Dorfstown, -

. Pennsylvania, with which WARE may have been comnected, He did recall that
there was a group of farmers in Pemnsylvania which WARE used to visit, This
group used to meet somewhere near a small town directly across the Delaware
River from Trenton New ‘Jersey. POWELL knew nothing at all of the nature of

'thls group other than that it was composed of' farmerso

: . He was asked at’ this time, if he had recalled anybhlng since 'bhe
las’c tlme he was interviewed which would lead him to change his mind con- ,
cerningzthe people who had been mentioned in the first interview., He stated
that he could not recall .anything at all which he believed would be at all.
helpful in trying to uncover the truth concerning the alleged Communist ac-
tivities of these people, He had always believed that HAROLD WARE was pro-
Russ:.an, but he" never knew WARE was a Communist until after WARE's death.

. POWELL s‘bated that during the per:Lod in whlch he had Worked for
"Farm Research," he had believed in Munited front," in other words, he be-
lieved that the "damn Gommies" could be used in order to obtain social
advances, His own viewpoint follows more the line of the Socialists.than
that of the. Communlsts9 and he stated that he had been a member of the =
Socialist Party in 1926, at Hanover, New Hampshire, He had always believed
that socialism had'a lot of p0331b111t1es° He reiterated that he could not
name -one person of his. acqua:v.n’cance in Washlngton, D. C° , Who was known to
Chim to be. a Communlsto ’

It was noted by the :l.nterv:.ewn.ng Agents that. although POWELL

© stated that he wished to cooperate, he never offered any information unless
it was in answer to a direct question, and that he never ‘elaborated on his-
answers and fur'bher information had been brought out by direct quest:Lon:Lng.
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© 'ENCLOSURES: ‘ _
: ?b‘the Bureau: Two photographs of ERWIN S, GELSEY: =

| To-New York: = Two phoﬁographs of ERWIN S, GELSEY

«~PENDING-=-
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| THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE

AT WASHINGION D, G,

Will conbinue to develop information perhlnenﬁ to this investi~

~gat10n and conclude the 1nwest1gatlon requested ihn the referenced Bureau
. letter. ) : :

Thig matter is receiving constant and preferred -investigative _
attention 1n thls offlce and leads are being handled as they are. recelved.

 Kisseloff-7161

27 -




'WFO 71;-'9_1;

- ADMINISTRATIVE

By letter dated March 21, 1949, to the Bureau with copies to .
New York, Los Angeles and San Antonlo, the latter. office was directed to

::1.nterv1ew DR, MARGARET, WATT at Pharr, Téxass DR, WAILT is the. former
- 'MARGARET GUTELIUS CRANE ; . :

) By letter dated March 21, 19119, ﬁo the Bureau, with a copy to
Chicag¢, the latter office was requested to locate and :Lntervn.ew ARTHUR Ce.

'BACHRACH, who was associated w:.th ALGER HISS in the AKX at Washlngton, De Ce-

‘ . By ’c.eleﬁype dated March 9, 1949, the Balt:.more Office requested
:.nterv:.eWS with ELLIS O, BRIGGS and HERBERT S. BURSLEY, ~former associates :
of LAURENCE DUGGAN at the State Department. It was ascertalned that ELLIS O. .
BRIGGS.is serving as American Ambassador at Montevideo, Uruguay, and that = .
HERBERT S, ‘BURSLEY is serving as American Ambassador. at Teguc:.galpa, Honduras.
_These interviews were, - consequently, not conductedo

By 1etter dated March 2 1949, to the Bureau with copies to

) Phlladelph:!.a and New York, the Phlladelphla Office was requested to locate
‘and interview LAWRENCE R, BROWN, 222 Church Road, Ardmore, Pennsylvania, °

a former member of the Nye Commlt‘oee , for any mfomatlon he m:Lght have
concernlng ALGER HISS, :

Bureau letter of March h, 1949, to th:.s off:r.ce, W'.L'bh copies 'bo .
New York and Baltimore » requested that the larger 6il companies be- contacted
to debermine if ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS had & gasoline charge account in 1937 s
and to examine such account to determine if the HISS' purchased.gasoline

. in ‘or near towns-mentioned by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as stopplng places durn.ng

an auto 'br:.p in New E‘ngland in August 19370

By letter dated March Wy 19h9, to the Bureau, with copa.es to New _
York and Baltimore, - Norfolk -and Ph:.ladelphla the offices listed were furnished
the ‘addresses of the major oil companies and were requested to- conduct the

1nves’c1gatlon set out in the. Bureau's letter of March L, 1949.

New York teletype dated March 17 5 A9h9, requested this offlce ‘bo '

- dnterview WILLIAM WALTON. By T}eletype dated March 23, 1949, the New York

Office was advised that WALTON was in Jacksonville, Illinois, and would be -
available for interview by the New York Office on March 27 or 28, 19h9, at

11 Eas*b 70th Street,.New York City, care of MR, EDWARD WARBURG

Bureau letter of January 3, 191;9, :Lnstructed th:.s office to inter- -

* view PAUL R, PORTER, former husband of ELEANOR NELSON SOYRING, The results

of that interview.are -contaihed in this report. By letter dated April 1,

- 1949 ,-the Bureau and New York Office were advised of the names of mdlv:.duals.

furnished by PORTER who might. furnish additional information concernlng

’ Kisseloff—7162
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ELEANOR NELSON SOYRING The New York Offlce was requested to :ntervn.ew
those - individuals within its berritory. This offide is locating the
other individuals mentioned therein, will interview. those found here,
and will set out. appropriate leads when necessary. The Bureau was re-
quested t6 give authorization for an interview with PORTER's brother,

+ JAMES PORTER whom he had descrlbed as a prominent member of the Co:mnun::.s*ﬁ
'Par'by. _
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Accepting an invitabion extended to her the preceding day, 1rs.
JAIES LLTT, nee [INGARDT FRAICES GUILLIUS, called at the lew Crleons CGffice on
April 5, 19ke s @nd was inberviewed by Special Agent RGBT Iy CCOFR, JR. and
the triter. h

Iras VATT advised that her owm weikership end activity in the
Conwndst Farty vergglimived to the school year of 1932-33 when she was tedch—
ine clementory prades at the Catlierine Irancon School, Ross, California. She

aFdal Llvat she arnd tro other youn: woman vho wwere ¢lso teacuers &b the school
X e Comamnist Pearty ab o sirect meetins in Jan Irancisco, she stited
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that throuzhout the year the three teachers end a uon, whose naiz che did not

rceall bub wWhon shie belicred to te tae Farty organiser in tiet area, held wmcot-
ings abouwb cnce a weelr at Till Velley, California. Ohe stoted thab it wis dur-
ing ehis perdied thet one rirst et JILLDL . Ut Glls, probably in the opring
of 1933, It was Ilrs. VLIET's recollection that she had met Chills ab a Conunish
Party wsebing in San Franpcisco ratier than in 131l Valler, Bhe said that she
lmaw GRS only césually at this tie and had no dates with him. She adviced
that she had never reneved her meubership in tiie Farty or coatributed amy wore
money to bhe Party, nor did she ever thereafier attend any Farty functions.

lrs. W1 recalled tiat oiter spending the summer of 1933 with
her parents at Dochester, liew York, she returned to Salifornia where, during
the school year l933-3h, she tool: soie chemistry classes &t San [ateo Junior
College and worled in a bool: store thiere. She did not see CRulis that rear,
she advised.

lrse WUIT stabed thet she nexb saw CRLUIL vhile visiting her
parents at their home in Dochester, Ilew York, in the surmer of 193L. She re-
called that CRAINI was driving tiwoush Rochester and spent a few days there.
According to Irs. MRIT, CRUIT told her at that time that he vas doinz "special
worl® for the Comrmnist Farty and expected to be working in the San Francisco
arez, Since she wes planning on entering the University of California l'edical
School at Berkeley that fall, she ond CRulil decided that they should get to-
gether out there. B

1rse WATT indicated that vhile she attended the University of
California ledical School during 1934-35, she and WILLLLL EGARD CRLIE lived
together in an apartment in Berkeley, tiie precise location of wirich she could
not recall., I% viae her recollection that during this period Cithiilu would meet
friends once in & while but he did not szppear to do any work. She stated thav
o the best of ler lmorledge, she et no one who wwas comnected with CRL.u's
Party worl: in the San Yrancisco area. Sheé said that CRuE never brouzit any
of his "friends" ‘o their apartoent and that their mubnal sccial contacts were,
for the most part, with other students at the University. rs. LI recalled
that boward the end of that school yesir, CRAIL told her that his work for the
Party would dewmand that he be in lew Torl City the next yeer, rather than on

the ..est Coast.

1rse WATT related that she aad CRLLT were mérried in [loclestsr,
e Yorl, in the suaser of 1935, and thet after their marriage they vent vo
e York City to live. She steted that for the reusinder of e swucr she
shiopped around for a wedicel school to attend and decided upon Columbia hidi-
versity. She recelled that in Jew York they lived first on Stabten Island end
that shortly before school started thet fall, they moved to I'znhatvtan and took
an apartment on Lmsterdan ivenue, about four or five blocks frou the Fresby-

-

terian Jospitale :rs. Tl could nobt recall the precise addresves vl Uie

Kisseloff-7165




70 - 65-1336

Q

apartrents which she cccupied with CRALT on Staten Island and on /msterdam
avcnuc. obe stated that the spirtuient on josterdan “venue was a3

the fowrth or fifth floor. Ther lived there, shwe seid, wieil o
that scinol Fesr,

-

ITse VLIT stated she was unable o renz oy just viist she and
CRV T did during the swair of 1936, but slie did recall thet theyr left ilew
Torlr Civty and went vo either Palitinore cr ‘Jashincton--she vias not sure vwhaich.
There he conbinved his vori: for the Communist Fartr end she mrely loafed,

Irs. VAIT advised thet wien she returned to Colwibia for the
school jear of 1935-37, she and CRAUIT teolr an @particat on Haven ..wvorue wiich
was somevnat cloger to the edical school than their previous place had Loen.
She stabed that che did nob reuz bsr UVie exact address, She recalled that it
was during biis period thet she and CRAID first began having serious merital
citficulivics and ther separated about tie btize of uer Christwas vacation. She
toolr & roow in a roouning houce furtier dommoown &ud he sbayed in wis llaven
wrenue aparbtient. She recalled that she wanved CRLT to get & decent, steady
job and that this was one of tue reasons ror their Guarreling, in addivion to
the fact that their inverests were different, che beins no lonjer intercsted
in the Comaunist Ferty. She stated thet ther rerained scparated for avout &
ontl, arder wiich shie uoved back to the iéven .venue apartiesat vith Cil. i

In the swzuer of 1737, they moved o washinston, D. O., Irs.
et stobed, viore she vorked in the clinic at tue CGeorge \Jashingbon University
Lospital Tor two ..onths dirinsg hier vecation. She recalled that in Lachiagbon
they kod an eparboent oa Longrellow Strcet. Slhe could nov recall the address.
I6 vies her recollection thiat JCRLLLE stEed in Lashington throusiiout the Gio-
wonti: period wiiile she wes woridn: ot wie clinic anc that Le woried for whe
Fart) i waslingbon that sunasr,

She and CRALE revurned to Kew Yorik: together in the gall of 1937

and she comzenced her <ingl year in iedical school at Colurbia, She stated

that by this ti e their warital reletionshin hol detericorased to @ poilat lkere
she leit CRaw Tor goot. oShe staved vhat she loved diuto & doxuitouy roou &b
Pard Hell initially and therealter woved to & young women's residence hotel on
36%h Street run DT @ LX8. T she recelled thot tesides regsidaing tucre, ohe

also ran & o211 clinic in the building. -@S. WD WaS unGer the iugpiression

that Gl rewsdned in oer Jork Sity wnbil epsroizebtely the date of Ler gracua-—
vion frog .edical sclcol, bub dvring ner Tipal refr &b sehicol che s Sllls very

X .

infrequently. o€ advised that cus Gopt in the opring ol 1235, ther et briefly

aiber oL hed telephoned her. Jic pzcalled thebd SR.TL wew unhapyy and upseb

because e s8i4 whe Tartr didn't need hin anp more. e indicatad vo lwer theb

ae was rcoins bac: bo Californic ond et & job. That wes the last viie che ever
ar e

o R W W N e
BET Gkaliy 1XSe ikl 223U,
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, Mrs. WATT related that sbre had never astted CRANE in his
o special work for the Communlst Partj gﬁhd that he had neer requested her to

" do so. She stated further that CR&_W‘dld not discuss is work with her.

" She stated. it was her understanding: that CRANE's Partjwork ‘was pr1n01oally
that of a photographer and thatl1> had indicated to hr that most of his
photographing was of ‘documentses.fShe recalled that GANE had a Leica camera
with lens attachments, which atyachments, she undergood were to facilitate
the photographing of documentif She recalled,also-&at CRANE possessed some

gadgets for holding down book fpages.wiile they were being photographed. She
stated that CRANE used to pragtice photographlng books and newspapers around
‘the apartment, but that to the best of her knowledge this was purely'practlce
and the photographlng Whlch ‘he did for the Party'was done elsewhere. A

Mrs. WATT explalned that in addltlon to his Party work, CRANE
did free-lance photography in connection with articles which he attempted to .
sell to legitimate publications. In this connectlon, she recalled that he
built & small darkroom in their apartment on Staten Island and there developed
some photographs which he had made, which photographs were, to the best of her
knqwledge, "local color" shots which CRANE contemplated using in his legltlmateﬁ,
activities. -She recalled CRANE telling her after they first arrived in New-
. ~/~ York that he was not supposed to submit material to the Communist press.or
L\,/"V mapaz1nesand was not supposed to be seen w1th knovm Communlsts. ‘

v She stated that in connectlon w1th his Party work, CRANF made
trips about once a month to Baltimore and Washington. Iirs. WAIT stated that
G248 had mentioned to her that while on these trips he took photographs of
cogaments, which documents she-assumed came from Washington, although CRAKE
ucyer said. so in so many words. She stated that CRAWE told her he had friends
i in-Washington and Baltimore who helped him with this work, and she gained the

' impression that after making his photographs, CRANE left the films with these
frlends. : . ,

Mrs. WATT stated that CRANE's Party boss was a'man called “BOB."
She advised that for his services to the Party, CRANE was paid about $200.00°
monthly in cash. She assumed that BOB paid him. She advised that CRANE ap-
parently had a great deal 'of respect for BOB becausé, as she recalled it, he
always spoke of BOB in the most complimentary terms. She related .that when
her marriage to CRANE first began to show signs of breaking up, probably dur-
ing the school year of 1936-37, CRANE took her to meet BOB. Introduction was
by first name only, she stated, and BOB's last name was never méntioned. She’
described this individual as a short, heavyset man who was a pleasant talker.
Photographs of WHITTAKER CHABERS Were displayed to Irs. WATT and she stated.
-that BOB bore a great resemblance to WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as he appears in the
photograph of him taken in 1931. BOB had no accent, she stated, and he looked
and acted like an American. . lMrs. WATT advised thai even from other more recent
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photographs of CHAMBERS, including those which appeared in the newspapers,
she believed it might well have been CHALIBERS WhO was 1ntroduced to her as
BOB, CRANE's Party boss in 1936—37. .

Mrs. ATT recalled that her first meeting with BOB was in a
restaurant in New York City where the three of th\ﬂb she, CRANE and BOB, had
dinner. ©She stated that a few months later, :she an. €..E went to dlnner at
BOB's home and that there she met his wife, whom she deccrlbed as a nall
thin, dark woman, not very pretty. The photograph of ifrs. WHITTAKEBI?HAUBERS

" taken about 1936 was displayed to kirs. WATT and while shé could not thake an
identification on the basis of this photograph, she stated it was her recol-
lection that BOB's wife was of the same general type. Mrs. WATT recalled
that BOB's-home was in the country, but she was uncertain as to whether it
was on the outskirts of New York City or Baltimore. She stated that to get
there she and CRANE had to drive, but she was nct certain whether they were
on an extended trip at-this tlme or not.

- Mrs. WAIT stated that on both occasions when'she and her- for- _
mer husband met BOB, his conversation was about art, literature and the problems
of marriage. It was her recollection that BOB was 1nterested in having the
CRANE's marriage preserved, : ;

The photographs of the. subJects and persons connected with thls
case were displayed to lirs. WATT and she was unable to identify any of them as
persons she had ever seen, with the exceptlon, of course, of her former husband,
"WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE, and the above noted references to Mr. and lirs. WHITTAKER
CHAIBERS. Mrs. WATT stated that except for BOB, she had never, to her knowledge,
seen or been introduced to any persons connected with CRANE's Party work. 'She
stated that she did not recall meeting .MORR SIMON either in New York or on
the West Coast. She also stated that to the best of her knowledge she had never
met /Colonel BYKOV and his wife. She did not recall ever having met any Russians
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" . through CRANE.  She recalled CRANE's having made frequent mention of & "PETE"
¥ % 'but she stated she had never met that individual. lrs. VATT pointed out” that
"f: % while living in New York City with CRANE, she had devoted almost all of her time
o ~2  to her medical studies to the virtual exclusion of other interests. She-and
2 CRANE had very little social life in New York, she stated, and she could not -
QQ . remember having ever gone to a New York night club with her former husband.

lirs., WATT related that she married her present husband in 1939.
: She stated that he has been a physician with the U. S. Public Health Service
- -since about 1937. He is presently stationed in New Orleans. Iirs. WATT stated
that her present sympathies are definitely anti-Soviet and have been for some .
" time.. She advised that she is presently employed at the Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Medicine and thdt she and her husband and two children reside

at 1730 Napoleon Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana.
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