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.l;'arty when he, -according to his own admiss ion was · a Communist 
Party member from about 1934 to 19380 The following f'orms wel"e 
found :. 

(1) An Affidavit as to Marital status and Members 
of Family of' Applica-nts for Appoin'tments in the 
Government Service of the United states, or the 
District of Columb is. 0 

The above aff'idavi t. was signed by Franklin Vo Reno on 
June 28, 1937. 

(2) Decls.ration of' Appointee Form f/124b signed by 
FRANKLIN V. RENO on July 26, 1937. 

(3) Oath of' Off ice Form 1/8, s ig~ed by FRANKLIN V 0 RENO 
on July 26, 1937 at Aberdeen ~roving Ground~ Marylando 

This statemen t is quoted in part as follows:: 

III, FRANKLIN v. Rimo solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
will support and defend the Constitution of the United 
states against a.ll ·enemies $ foreign alld domestic; that 
I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that 
I take this obligation freely~ without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well 
and faithfully dis~harge the duties of the office, on 
which I am about to entero SO HELP ME C'xODo u 

(4) .r>ersonne.l Affidavit signed by FRANKLIN ·r. RENO on 
~une 30$ 1941 at the Aberdeen Proving Ground 9 
which is quoted in part as follows:, 

. . 
.lfI, FRANKLIN V. RJ~NO, do solemnly .swear (or afr·irm) 
that J: have read and understand the foregoing; that I 
do not advocate the overthrow of the government of the 
United States by force or violence; that I am not a 
member of' any political party or organization that 
advocates the overthrow of the gove~nment of the 

, United states by force or·violence; and that during 
such time as I am an employee of' the Federal Government~ 
I will not advocate nor becQme a member of any political 
party or organization that aqvocates ~he overthrow of 
the Government of the United: states by force or violence o II 

("5) Affidavit, S·triking Against the Federal -Government $l 

·s igned by FRANKLIN V 0 RENO on July 15, 1946 at 
Aherdeen Proving Groundo . 
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Two. photostatic copies pf' each of'· the' above f'orms 
wer!? obta"ined with the excep.t.ion of' Noo 49 of' which unly 'one 
copy was obtaihedo All of"the photostats of'the above f'orms 
.are 'being forvlarded to the New York Of'fice .f'or the completion 
of their file. . 

r.t is· to b'e noted' that none of the pertinent f'orms 
were signed after 1941 with tbe exception of' the Af'f'idavit 
regarding Striking Against the Federal Government~ whic~ was 
signed in 1946 .. 

CIVIL SERVICE CO MMISSION 

. The files of the Civil Service. Conullission were reviewe'd 
and .conta~ned no fonns or aff'idavits.pertinent to this inquiryo 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION OF THE ~RMY 
. . 

. T~e f'ile of FRANICLIN VICTOR RENO at the Intelligence 
Division of the Army was again reviewed$) and it contained 
no forms ~ertinent to this inquiryo. 

WILLY ARNHEIM 

By Bureau letter dated January 3, 1949~ the Washington 
Field Office was\,requ~sted to locate and interview SIDNEY 
SHOSTECK and RA~WARNER, who according to FRANKLIN v. RENO.? 
ha~ directed RENO'S Co~unist Party activities in Washington p . 

D.C. f'rom 1935 until 193'7. 

Investigation disclos~d that SHOSTECK wa:;! activ~ in 
Communist Party ·activities in Washington, DoCo in the early 

. .J~nd middle 1930' s until he' vt~nt to Sp~ih with the A,braham 
/\'-l.incoln Brig~d~ He was. J,tilled in Spain in 193'7 and became 

9." Communist Party hero on" his -death ... He was act"ive in the 
Communist Party under the nrunes SlDNEY ~HILLIPS and BILL . 
PH~LIPS. "" The name"s RAY WARNER and RO~WARwER were checkec;t 
through the indices of "the" Washington F'~l d Of'f'ice w:tth 
negative results. The files of' the WaShington Fiel<;1 Of'f'ice 
ref.l~ct that on" October 15, i946, Washingt'on T-l, a f'ormer 
member of the Communis t Party who has t:ul;'nished reliab1 e 
information to the FBI" and who assisted in forming nutnerous 
front organizations f'or the C"ommunist Party and who is.
aqquainted with nationat ~nd local Communist f'igures, advised 
Specia~ Agents COURTLAND J. JONES and KENNE¥LY R. CORBETT of' 
the Washington Fi~ld" O~fice that one WILL~ESTF,IN '" Communist 
Pa~tynam~ WILLIE~~NOLD,"~as a member of' the Communist Party 
and uS'ed t.o work at the old Bookshopc 
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. On' Fe.brtiary 3., .1949 ~ Washingtc;m T';l advi'~ed' Special Agent· ~ 
JOHN E.. BOlffARD of the ,washington F~. t .d, Off ice that WILLIE A~NOLD . 
was a Communist Par'ty nam~ qf WILL ,RNOLD ~ true name' ARNSTEIN ox> 
ARNHEIM. Info·rmant advised ARNOW na lived with SIDNE"£ SHOSTECK 
'in, 1936 and ' 1937 unti 1 . SHOSTECK went to Spain· wi th the' Ab~aham . 
Lincoln Br igade ':a,nd was ki1'le d' in spa in and. be came, a . c.ommunfs t ' . 
Party: . her~) .on his de.a~ho Prior . to going to Spairi, he was . . 
extremely important in the . Communist Pa.rty in Washington; DoCo 
The info!;'mant continue.d that WILLIE . ARNOLD w.as Ci'ty Secretary 
of. the COnmitm1st .Party in Washingt'on, poCo :f'rom about June until . 
Septembe:r;.. ~9.36 • .. The:.infopmant stat~q he held . this positi<?r,t pri~r. 
to MARr:rIN~AWCEY, who took over in Sep:t;ember 193.60 ~[lhe . i~forI!lant 
stated ~RNO~D at 'one "time was Bus iness Ag~nt for: the uilding_, 
'Labore'rs UnioD~_ The inform~nt further. stated that A LD also a..t 
one time creat.ed quite, 9.. disturbance' in 1!l;ts' ··e.t:'fort ·to organize 

; 
I 

employees of th,e NaVy yard, wa:.shing~On~$ 'ID Q . ' Info·nnant ·stated. :. 
ARNOLD . wa~ a close, assoc.ia,te of CHARLf/~ ]'I~,T 0 Th~ Tn:formant s :tated that 
in 1935, ARNOLD ~as e~pelled from the~e tra1 Labo~ Ur,tiono The. . 
Informant' did b,ot '.know 'the det~ils" ·conqerning ,this expuls:iop. .or ' 
J:low the. Central. Labol;' 'Union' became. 'aViare of 'his Communist ,~arty 
connect~ons b~t ~e1i~ved this .was t~e re~l reason for his 
expulsion. . ". , '.': ' . .. . " . , . 

In connept~on w'1th a . 10y~1~y investigation of CHARLES 
GIFT conducted· in 1948$ .Washington T-l ~. advised 'Special Agent '. 

~ KENNERLY R. ·,CQRBETT of the Washington Field Office that CnARLES 
GIFT, Machini-s~, 'U. S~ Naval Gun, FactorY$ .Washington$ D,~Co 
ha.d been recruited ir\Vtb,e Cotmnuhist ~arty in' 1937-38. t;~.l\2~gh . 
the efforts of SOPHI~ICH with the .as~:l,stance· of DORbTF~ILEY' 
and WITJLY ,ARNHEIM. ' . -

T1:le c:urrent :-telephone dir.ectory reflects . . that A,IDIHEIM resides 
' a.t 1702 No Troy Stre~t, Arl 'ingt6h~ V:trg:tn:t~ot 'It W1'lS ascertaine~ . 
that ARNHEIM i .s presently employed as. a .stone Mason·'by. t,l:le Ross' 
,Stone Se~t~ng Oomp~y:, 010 Rhode Island Avenue ~ 'N o'E,o -$ Washi.rtgton$ 
DoC o . . , '. . ' . ' . . ,. " . . , . . . . " ' 

, .' 
It, was· decided. to interview ARNHEIM ' to determine if he 

might: be', 'identic'al with .RAY WARNER or ·i.f he might have iriformation. 
rega:.rding tp,e Communist Party .activities of' FRANELIN RENO·in 

: Washington., D.C. ip. the middle 1930' so : ' . ." 
. ' 

. On 'March' 10:, 1949 at 11 · A oMo ~ Special Agen t 's ,JOHN J 0 

TviASSE and ·the reporting Agent · located ARNHEIM at ' the Tyler 
School,;'-101?h and'q Str'e~ts, SoE~ . , Washington, DoC o' where an' 
addition t9' 'the schobl ,"s being bui1to T~e Agen.t~ identified 
themselves .to ARNHEIM," ~nd he' stated he 'ha,d no objection to 
be ing . int~.rviewed a t th~t time 0 ' The, pre liminary .in>t;'6!'vjew 
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took place near the door of the school on lOth Streeto At the 
start of the intervieVI no workers were closer than 150 feeto 
After about t en minutes ~ two Negroe s e.I'ri ved with e. small trtick 
load of stone and proceeded to unload the truck about 20 feet 
from the Agents o ARNHEIM was quite cooperative and told Agents 
about having been involved in labor union matters during the 
1930'80 He stated he had been active in the Central Labor 
Union in Locals 74 and 456 of Building Laborers Union AF of Lo 
H~ stated in about 1944 r he had fUrnished infor~~on to the 
government in the embezzlemen t\ease against LAH!ITI\KELLY 9 the 
President of Local ·#74 (jOSEPH/~pr":ED, Et AI, Embezzlement in 
the District of Columbia; Consp'J.racy) 0 

\ 
I 

ARNREIOC stated that as a result of the above case 9 he, 
was followed around Washington, boCo for several days in 1944 
by ~1,0 gangst~1"s Ii wh.om he stated had been hired by, KELLY or 
JAC:K~'HF.SOHI ~ an other union offie'ial ·to kill ARNHEIM" ARNHEI.M 
stated that hI had been very upset about the above matter and 
hated 'to think a.bout ito He ste.ted he had dl"opped out of union 
affairs and had no desire to become involved in union matters 
ae;ain" In response to a question!) he stated as a result of his 
union activltie's he had become acquainted in the 1\::l30~s with 
some persons he betieved to be Communistso He was asked i~ he 
knew SIDNFY SHO$Tli~GK" He ste. ted he had ·known SHOS'rF.CK anC\ 
h~lrJ bec.ome acquainted wi th SHOSTI!:CK because SHOSTF:OK hs,d been 
active In the~amstel"S Union;, and they had met now and then at 
ul'1:ton meet:i.ng~" Af!NHEIl'<l was asked iI' he was very well acqu9.inted 
witt. SHlJS'll~CKo He answel"ed he had known 8HOS'l'E0K only casual1yo 

He was then asked :If he roomed wi th SHOSTECK at 1121 
Orren street, lLE .. " just before SHOSTECK went to Spain" - At 
this ti.01e, ARNHEIlVi evidenced some nervousness but admitted he 

. roomed with SHOSTECK at the above address in about 1936 or 1~37o 

'He was the11 asked if he knew SOf~U~~IIT.tL[No He stated. 
he did know SO.t'HIA MINKIN but had not seen~her for several 
yea.rs·, He stated be believed she had been a girl friend of 
SH')ST:?CK'S and had gone to .Philadelphia i .f>ennsy};vania in about 
19380 AHliffiEIlVi stated it ~,as his understanding that she had '. 
married the editor of the 't~.;. 10t"!J ,which he believed to be the 

'*
IPfficial publication of' t .I.e i Tational Maritime Union (JO!!; 
r(:TJHRA~U ~ outfit J 0 

I '\ • ../ 

At this point.? with no warning.9" ARNItEI1v1 suddenly faintedo 
The Agents obtained some water and revived him~ About two 
minutes later he fainted again and was revived~ He expressed 
surprise at having i'ainted and stated he had. never done so be1"'ore 
to his knowledgeo He stated he did not have heart trouble 

_<~although he had been going to a doctor for treatment for an 
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upset stomacho 

No persons were attracted to the scene except the 
two Negroes w.orking on the truckjl who were helpers of ARNHEIlVio 
They ~ated'they s~w ARNHEIM fainto They were i~entified as 
FHILIPA~~OMFSON, 1201 6~ ~lace, NoWo and JOHN Jo~BRO~rn~ 1241 
Wylie Street, N.Wo Both stated they had been e~p\oyed by tQe 
Ross Stone Sett ing Company for about ten yearso 

· After rece~ving assurances from A~NHEIM that he felt 
fine, the Agents left the scenec ARNHEIM was not interviewed 
after he fain-tedo . 

The Agen'ts contacted JOHI~OSS ~ owner of the Ross 
Stone , Setting CompanYJI who advisefr he had never known ARNHEIM 
to be in ill health or to be subject to· fainting spellso 
ROSS stated that AHNHElivl had served his apprenticeship under 
him as a Stone Setter from 1829 until .1834j1 when he left to 
join the Laborers Uniono .-t. 

ROSS .stated that ARNHETIVl had beak rehired in about 
1947 after he returned from service yrith'the armed forc'es 
of the United States in Korea u ROSS stat~d that until, a few 
weeks ago, AR~nIEIM had been working on the new seventeen-story 
telephone b,uildine; in BaIt imbre, Maryland'1~ where he was 
required to work on a svdng scaffoldo He 'stated had he known 
ARNHF.IM to be ill or subject to fainting spells, he certainly 
would not have permitted ARNJmUi to work on the scaffold~ He 
stated ARNHIUM was paid about ~p200 000 per weeko ROSS stated 
he understood ARNHEIM had been mixed up.with some Communist 
Farty matters in the District of Colt~mbia after he was 
employed with the Ross Company in the mid 1930 i s p but it was 
his belief that ARNHEIM had severed all connections with the 
Communist .par'tyo ROSS stated he believed ARNHEIM would be 
cooperative and would furnish inf.ormation to Agents of the 
FBIc 

The files of the Washington F:Leld Offi ce reTlect that 
'\{.~NHEIM was subject C?f the case entitled !tANDERS WII,J,Y FRIDyOF 
f\.~RI M.., Was, .Anders,·F· .. ~nklin Will~rnhe:tm9 Willie ArJ:lJ::J.eim,9 Wi~Arnstein, Willi~rnestein,;> 1Nilly Arnold~ Wil ie Arnold; 

Securi t.y Matter-C, 11 whicli investigation was conducted in 1943 
and 19440 

The following. is a sun:unary of the information appearing 
in "the files of the Washington Field Off'ice regarding WILLIE 
ARNHEIM: 

In 1941, Was'hington T-2, a reliable informant jl who was 
.. ---acquainted with the activities of the Communist" Party· in the 
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Dist.rict qf . COl~bia, ' a:dvised' 'that~~EnYr 'naq. ' been ,an acti've 
memper , of, t .he' ,Communis t Party in the D~s,t;ric t of Columbia :mom 
1933 to 1938:. , ARNHEIM wa's born November 16, 1911 a ~ Grremla, 
Sweden,- ,e*tered the Unit(3,d states, March'28,' -1928 and wa~ 
naturalized January ~:.1939, undE;lp: C,er.tificate #46;1021;-'-0 He 

'mar'ried -JENNIE OLlVEi\~HL at: Baltimore, 'Mary:l;.,and on' .r~ne, 24; 
~931 ,and W,as' divorced: from h~r:, April, '29, 1~40o ~~ It appears 
that 'JENNIE OLIVE wa~ also known· as Mrs . - JANE b ..,r RNHEIMo 
He ma;r>-ried ' RtQRENC~ADES at ~Qi>t Lauderdale, r16ti.a ,on, 
November 9, 1940 ana¥r'pears' to bE? ' still ma;r:>I>'i,ed to :Q.er~ 

, : ,Washington ' T-3, 'of' establis'heq relia't):t;Li tY,J)" wh'o ~s 
.' acquainted with Communist Party ~ctivities. fn the District of, 

. ColUmb-ia, advised, in 1943 that ARNHEIM' had' been in fr.e.quent 
conta~t W~,th MARrIN. CH;A;NCEY, :former City Se.~retary\~f the, ' 
Cemm~nist par~y in t~e Dis.'t.ric.t 'Of Celumbia', HENRYi~'HGlMASJ) 
SADI~KOLOVE,.,JACK\ CKER and ethe:r ind:l,.vidual~ prominent 
in' Cdmmunist. Party ac iv! ties - in Wasb,ingto!3:, J:?o C'o , 

. .... . " . ; 

_ It. is to . be ,neted that Washirtgto~ '],1-1 adv'isE;3d' that 
WILLJE- AF~NOr.-D, Was, ' was C~ ti Secre tary 'Of the . Co~unist . , Party 
in the District 'Of, yelumbia fro.m abQut JUne' unt il September 
1936 o· He l1e 1d ,this po:;! iti'on pri'er te MARTIN' CHANCEY 0 

Washingt'on T-3 furtner aq,vis ed ,tha,t en Apr~l 15.; 1943 J) 
he' ~~verhea~d a cQnversation between ZUCKER' ahd 'CHANQEY cencerning 
the~~'Industria:\. ,union Council Jrefferson Memer'i~l celebratienJ) 
and' lit that .occ·as ion, CHANCEY .sa.id h~ ' was incl.udipg ARNHEThl . 
among tne list of 'members a~eng the Executive·Be~q and 
pregressive delegat~s , to the celebrat~ono , The 'informant further 
advised he overhea,rd ' CHANCEY 'centact ARNHEIM "on various. , 
o:c9as iens certcerning ' Cennn'unist Party meetings and' ala '0 in , 
relation te the infi~ tra. tion of ' l,abo~ gr'Oup~ of tp.e Gonnnun~st 
Party. -,' , " ". ' ' ; 

Washing'top, ·T-3. al'se ad.v·is ed. ' in 1.943 t4S,t ' 6n' May .2~' ~ 
1943,' it , came' ,to .n1s atten,t.ien that CHANCEY anc;l s~veral ethe,r 
members of the Connnu~ist Party had a mee,-ting and thatCH.t\NCEY 

. talked abo'l:lt the 1nfiltra,t~on of · . ~h~ COmn'1Url':tst~.a.rty' inte varieus. 
groups _ in the' Distr'ict 'Of 'Columbia 'and ,that C~CEY made a 
statement to the effect that :there are two non~members around 
'whom they (Conlmun-ist,: ~ar'ty J,e~dersl- hope -t:;o bui'ld a s ,trenger . 
p~rty. CHANCEY stated that ' ob,~ W~s ARNHEn1r~ who had dropped 

... membership in the CqID:IDun·is}i Party because of b,;i.s ambitien, ' 
to get: al1ead ' i1;1 the ~ ,of ~nd thai; ARNHEIM Was OoKo pelitically 
and a 'regUlar .reader o.f the~:i,.ly- .Werker·o If In: connec.tion wi tP. 
the Bui~d~ng Laberers p'nion _ #74~ ~t is ',neted "that HENRY -THOMAS,- , 

.~ Commun.is t p-a,·rty member" . has b~en ve'ry' act.ive ip. ~ttempting to 
'. . '.- . 
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take advantage of a situation brought to light in 1943 in the 
public pre ss ') 

The Washington Daily New~ on FridaY$ April 9, 1943$ 
·contained .an article to the effect that LARRY KELLY $ President 
of Local 74, allegedly spent several thousand dollars of the 
union's money to purchase liquorfj which was seized by Internal 
Revenue Agents for non-payment of floor taxa The liquor was 
seized at the Club ~l Patio, of which KELLY was a co-ownero 

The article in. the April · 9 issue of the News reflects 
all interview with HENRY THOMAS $ whom it was indicated was the 
rank and file candidate for Financial Secretary 'and Trea~urer 
of Local 740 

Washington T-3 further advised that he had overheard 
MARTIN CHANCEY and WILLIE ARNHRIM discuss on several occasions 
the most effective manner by which 'lIHOlvIAS and known Communists 
might attain .. an office in the uniono 

'Nashington T~4$ a reliable informant~ who is acqtiainted 
wlth the acti vi tie s of the ConmlUnist P,arty in Ricbmo.nd $ Vir ginia:y 
advised that on August 17 $ 1942 ~ ALIC~UR1ffi.9 Secre tary of' 
the Communis t Party fo r the State of ifi?ginia jl kept an 
appointmen t wi th WILLIE ARNHEIM in room 1044 of the John Marshall 
Hotel in Richmond, Virginia o 

On March 4, 1943, Spe cial Agents ROBRR'l1 'N. HELD 
and OSCAR J. I{F,E~ of the Washington Fieln Office observed 
MARTIN CHANCEY, a man believed to be ALBER~L"UMBERG!i 
Execut i ve Secret·ary of District ·#34 of the Gommunist ·.Party 
and an ' unident.ified Negro riding in a c·ar bearing Virginia 
license pl.ates· #433-260 0 It was ascertained tha·t . the 
above license plates had been issued to WILLY ARNHEn~o 

The files of the Washington Field Office reflect that 
FLORENCE· ADES, present w.i.fe of WILLY · ARNHEIlVI~ fOImerly was 
employed at the Departmen~~~ Agricultureo Her fatber's 
nruae is ref~ected as HARRY/~ESo 

The following is the de~cription of ARNHEIM, as set 
out in 1943:: 

·----

Height 
Weight 
Race 
Ey?s 
Hair 
Complexion 

5'11~1t 
230 
White 
Blue 
Brown 
Dal"k 

-8-
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From personal observations> it was noted that at the time 
of the above interview in March 1949~ ARNHETIh was' about six feet 
tall and weighed about 220 poundso 

.( . It was ascertained that ARNHEIM' S . doct.or is Dro SAMUEL 
~RRI~ON9 who has his office on the same street as theBeIv~dere 

'Hotel in Balt imore.9 Maryland 0 • 

In view of ARNHEn~'S physical and emotional reaction 
during the above interviews it was decided to have' the Baltimore 
Office contact Dro NIORRISON and obtain informa ti9n regarding 
ARNHEllvt'S physical condifion and in particular $). whe ther . 
ARNHETIvl has any' physical impairment ~ which would preclude his 
being inte~viewed about his past activitieso 

By let'ter dat~d March 18.9 1949 p the' above inf'ormation 
regarding WILLIE ARNHETh'r was furni'shed to the Baltimore Office 
with the request that Dro MORRISON be interviewed regarding 
ARN:KR:TIlI I S physical condi tion" 

ROB8R'l1 Eo RAY 

In connection with the effort to locate SIDNEY SHOST:SCK 
and RAY WARNERo9 named by RElifO a:c the persons who :s.J;l.pervised his 
Oommunist ·Par·ty ae,tivitie s in~' +the Distr'ict of C9lumbia in 19;35 
to 193'7 p RENO was interviewed by Agents of the .h:l Pas.o Of'ficeo 
He stated that the open party organizer in the District of 
Columbia was RAY l!'[ARNER,9 whose Communist Party name was ROBERT 
Eo RAY 0 RENO further stated . that the name of HOBERT Eo RAY was 
the name used in party w·ork and tb,e name sign'sd to 'var'ious 
offic ial Connnunis t Party bulletins j) lett.ers.9 a.nnouncements o9' etc q 

RENO described this man as being a native of the Un:J.ted States p 

whites> about 5' 10" tall and a :flashy dressero RENO stated to 
the best of his knowledge!} this man is still livingo 

Washington T-5.l1 T-6 and T-7 j) reliabl~ informants.9 who 
are aCqQainted with Communist Party activities in the District 
of Columbi~.lI were contacted but could furnish no information 
regarding ROBERT E. RAYo ' . 

. ~he records 'of the 'Special Investigations Squad p 
Metropolitan .Police Department p contained many references 
to a ROBERT B 0 ' RAY,~ who was named as a Commupist Party 
organizerp .am .- who was active 'in Washington. in 193t\1o an'd 19360 
The Metropolitan Police' Department files contain several 
flyers announcing various meetings to be held in connectlon 
with the Communist Party actlvities and several of the flyers 
reflect the name ROBERT Eo RAY., The police'department reports 
on these meetings mentioned RA.Y as a whiteman and also ' ._--- , 
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named SI!)N~Y PHILLIPS (the Connntmist Party name of SIDNEY SHOSTECK) 
as being present as well as SOPHIA !.IINKIN$ who has been named as the 
former girl friend of SHOSTECKo SHOSTECK was killed in Spain during 
tte Spanish Civil Waro Washington T~l stated that ROBERT Eo R~Y 
wa.s 1.:nkno\vn to the in:formant and i'ut>ther sta.ted that RAY WAIDTER might 
be the Communist f'arty name o:f one WARNEKE 0 '11he in:f ormant 
does not kno~ ~~RNEKE:S present whereabouts but states he was active 
during the perlod when the Communists were active in supporting 
the cause of the Spanish Loyalistso He was :from a :family well 
knmvn in Communist .Party circles in Washingtono 

The informant stated Miffi'I'IN CHANCEY became City Secretary 
01' the Communist Party in Septem.bel> 1936; that aRNOLD was 
S~::;c l'etapy frol:1 June tbr oue:;h September 1936 and WARNEKE may ~well 
h9. ..... ~ h3en City Secretary prior- to that time ... 

When 1 .. VILLIE ARNFJ:P.IM was interviewed, he stated he remember'ed 
S.~ .\Tsf:n'l' RA"'J.· 9 who was an open Comrrn.1nist i'arty organizer .in the 
D; '3 '~l"ict 01' Columbia in the mici~.l930f SO ARN~IM stated it VIas his 
T't)cu:'lection that HAY went to Philadelphia in about 1938 9 gnd he 
ha~ not seen or heard of him since that time" He stated he had 
n:.:;vel:' heal"'d an'S' other name used in connection with Ht-.... Y and does 
not know 'i'lhether it Vlas only a. Cormn'tll.list i'arty name" 

~
. ~i'!ashil1gton '1'-1 further s ta t~ that RAX tllJARNER f) with alias 

I'WArnrr:;Kf'~ may be the brother- of RUTH, Vl\F.NEKEo The informant stated 
~'·hat. RtTTH 'lIJARNEK.H: was a. mem ber of a, ~eJ.l~'known Communist Party 
fa::'l~.l:t in ',V£tshington,9 D,Co '1'he informant stated that although 
m')z'f; !)f i.;1:. 1;" "aARNEKh; family a. ppe ar'ed to be Communist Party 
,:'XYiIP';' t<'J. zr;.;r'~·., she was only cert.ain of the Communist lJarty 
nl.0mb'3L"8hip of' RUTEo 

The f'iles of the Washington Field Of'fice fail to 
pefH~ct ~lr.ly information on RUTH 'r,rAR1irnKTi.:~ 

It is noted$> howeverS' t~at in connection with the f!l 
:! nvestis:;o. ti.on of ABRAjfM§,..JlE,.Q,.B..(lE_SJJ;,,1lERM.AN-t as part of . the JAHAM 
C';'SG c t.h·~ Chicago (5fi'ice .» by letter dated February 23.9 1~49.9 
fl.lr.n:Lshed the names of per sons who were employed with SILVERMA.N 
:.::.t the Railroad Ret1remen t Board.l' Washington 9 DoC 0 Among 
t:1080 listecl. was RUTH WARNKE .• an l!!conomist.9 who was empioyed 
by the Hr.·tllroad Hetirementi on August.22$ 1~38" She served 
in the Research and Inf'ormation Service v headed by SILVEITh!AN 0 

According to the above let.ter, WARNl'm transferred 
from ~he Hailroad Ret~remen t BO~/~9-4 ~~9tA on May 6, 1·9420 
Ti1.e f~les of the Washl.ngton Fie~ll€:P-()t §e reflect that in 
July 1~1~2i' RUTH WARNlill ~\k~ie( JULES~ANOVEBS' with alias 
JljJ..,IUS ~ANOFF and JULIU ~,NOVEh..9 wt ... v was active :from March 
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1,1941 to' Febru:;Lry 1943 in Washington, DoQ 0 as proprietor of' the 
~/a~hington Bookshop-o . Mr~ and Mrs 0 YANOVER were last known to 

reside' at .1302 N.o (L1p.wQod. ~venue!J Baltimore!J Maryl8:ndo·. 

Miss RUTH 'ELIZABET :-'WARNKE wa's ~ctive' in va,rious Communist · " 
. . .The washin~to'n Field Office' files further .reflect that · 

· organiza.tions and tli:l . 'Washin'g1:;on Bbokshopo It is poss ible that· 
RrrTH V{ARN~NO~R is ·identica:l wit.h RUTH "WARNEKE, ment:i,one.d 
by Washington T-l' .as the .si.s..te:r of' . WARNERE, CoIllIhunis t 
Party name, ''RAY WARNERo ' 

:sy letter dated MaJ;"ch 3) 1949, the Bal timox>e Office 
wag requested.to interview Mrso 'YANOVER i~ connection with the 
inve-stigation of' ,ABRAHAM GEORGE 'SILVE~MAN 0 The Vlashington 
Field Office files fail to ·reflect the results o.r the· above 

· interview.,. I:f Mr.s o YANOY~R .appears. 'rece'pti v~ 't'o the interview l' 
~t is ' suggested that ·the Baltimore Offic~ give ,consideration 
to interview·ing her in tin a,ttel1lpt to identify various members 
of her family.9 in par ti,cula;r> .9 ap.y who may have' used ·the · pari:;y 
name .9 . RAY WARNER.o · , , 

ARTHUR STEIN 
, . 
Reference is ID:ade to the report of S.pecial Agent JES$E 

F 0 FAR-R, dated January 28.9 1949 at B.al timore ~ Maryland in the . 
JAHAM case 0 

Page 8 of the above'repqrt re.flec:ts. that Ba~ timp~e 
Con'fiden tia+ . Info rman t 10:3 advised tha.t among the c orres pondence 
FRANKLIN VICrrOR RENO ma'intained .at. ' the. Wind Tunn~l. Building a.t 
Aberdeen . Proving Ground, ~?-ere we're miscellal:i"eo-q~ Christmas " ' . 
cards, invitatio.ns · and annou~ments 'from several pers'ons 
inc 1 uding "ANNE'lTE and ·ARTHUR TE nr 0 " , • . 

' ...... . "" 
, ,.' . ".. .' '. . 

~
. . Page. ~9 of ·the a.bove report reflects that. Dro ELVIN.: ... .J~Lo __ 

I ARTIN~ of the .Aberdeen' Proving Ground p stated ·tnat among the 
ssociates of' RENO a.t the BB:lt ·imore Research Laboratory was : ' 

ARTHUR STEIN who had wO'rked ·under. RENO and whom 'RENO favored 
· and' recommended for. promotlono ' ". 

Page 41 . of the . . above report, refl'ects' ~he fol16~ing 
regarding ARTHUR ,STEIN; 

, 'Baltimore ·cb~fi9.~~·tial· ~nf~rm~htDrep'o:rte.d· t~at .. 
ARTHUR STEIN, a, civ il'ian employee. at the Ballis·t fcs Research . . b2 
Laboratory, was suspected by him to .be , a ' Communist but b7D 
informant was unable to furnish. any substantial i'ni'ormation 
to corroborate' his suspicions-oIt is'to be noted.that 
FRANJ\;LIN VICTOR RE·NO'S relationship to ARTHUR S'rE.IN ;i.s set 

. . ...- . Kisseloff-4121 
-11-



, t 

. . • 
~7~'F0 File 11100-20379 

fot'th above under the interview wi th ELVIN So MARTIN (in the . 
Balti.l7lore report) 0 

There is no information in the files of .the Washington 
Field Office to indicate. that the "ANNETTE and ARTR1JR STEIN'" 
mentioned in the above report have been identified or inter
viewedo 

'Nashlngton T-l stated tn-at AR1.'HUH STJ<Jllr and AJ~~{I:E!!, _ 
~'i'~Pl, t,Vas.9 Mrs 0 ARr:(lH~IN, Am~I~ECKLEH.? SXL~~~?:,~J;;_QK1'j~H, 
()~8f{~,~ASrJJSKY, are s~lf-&dmitted memoel"'S of the COrnn1ubist 

.t E:.r't~i an'd that STEIN hirase lf is on a ver'y high leve 1 in the 
CO;l}:ihJ.nist !:'artyo fllhe S'l'EIN'S are c-onside'red by the informant 
to 1;0 ft~.natic, to live for the ,Communist l'arty and in the 
i111:' ormant 1 s opinion, wo uld never change their ideas,o Both 
118. v<=., teen iden tiffed by reliabl.e . informants as bei,.ng in close 
9.Ll1 frequent association wi th Communj.sts and persons alleged" 
to be i~vol.ved in a Sov~et espionage ,conspiracyo 

'llhe :.1ashing'i:;on Field Of'fice files furthel" ref lect th~.t 
Aafj~lIUR STEIn was wi~~ the National Industrial Recovery Admin:l.s
'b'),tiol1 in V!ashlne;ton, Do Co, from Sept~mber, lU34 until September 
In, H135 vlhen he, was appointed an assistant. statistician with 
tbe WOl"'k yrojects Administrationo On March 4, 1\:;141~ he trans
ferred to tp.e Federal Works Agencyo He appears to have been 
enlpl. 0i&~YI wi th the pt:'lA ~ ti 1 1 \:)43, when he be came an o.ffi cia). 
OI' tho~i ted Federal viol:'ker3 of Amer ica-CIO" ' 

,It is to be noted that FRA1i!'KLIN VInTO~1 RENO, 'brotp.er 
of .r'HILI.l:', was employed as a statistician September 10, H~35 
'Until June ~:O, 1937 with the ~NPA,. On July 26, 1937, FMNKL'IN 
Hl'~N') entered on duty at the Aberdeen Provin~ GnoundQ 

It is, not kno1.i!ffl if the ARIJ:HUR STEIN (WFO) is iaenticaJ. 
" ... ·iti1. the AH'l'Ut"H $TBIK· (Baltimorejo However, it' is possible 
that the ARTHtR STEIN(WFu) while employed ,with the Y!l'A from 
193b until 1~141 could have been assigned to the Aberdeen 
.t'roving Ground~ 

Kisseloff-4122 
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It 1s requested that the Baltimore Office conduct the . 
necessary investigation to determine if the AR'l'HUR STEIN ('~lF<..l) 
is identical with the ARTHuR STEIN (Baltimore) 0 

In connection with the identification or the individual 
refel'red to by RENO as If'llhe Big Bear", it is to be noted that 
when re~nterviewed by Agents 01' the ]:;1. raso Office, RENO stated 
that to the best of his knowledge, he ~robably was referring 
to an individual who is a gooq friend of his and one whose ngme 
is hard to disclose for the same reason that he feels he is 
turning some one in Who may be a member of the Communist party 
and to whom undue embarrassment might come 0 He stated$ however~ 
that the name of the individual whom he belie~~ to be the ' 
person referred to as the ~B~'.Bt~aI!!f ~l> PAIJ;iliR~qEBERl whom he 
recalls as a labor leader in th\~O'~lI New York 0i ty 0 He 
stated. he first knew'lffFJBEH at the-mITvers:tty of Virginia during 
1935" RENO stated WEBER left after the school year of 1935 ~ 
and he did not renew his acquaintanceship wi th him until the 
Fall of 1945 in Ne\w Yor~tyo RENO stated he believes he 
met WimEH through FRANCIS~NKLIN p as the three of them were 
good friends at the Univers~ty of Virginia" He recalleq. that
WEBER was lnterested in the~t ionaJ. Stud.ent League at the 
University of Virginiao He identified the National Student 
League at the University of Virginia as a group of liberals or 
radicals and recalled during that time their primary objective 
was opposition to wal'o lie stated WEBER was a 1.eader in the gl"oup 7 
during the year 1~35Q RENO reiteratE?~ that the only reason he 
was furnishin.g this information rela tive to '!J'r'&mER was that he 
believed it vmuld be better f'or the FBI to know that WEBER had 
no connection in espionage activities and was only a personal 
friend of' RENO'So 

In view of the above information identifying the ~tBig 
.Bear,?tr as l?AL~1ER WEBER.ll no further investiGation is being 
conducted in this matter by the Washington Field Officeo 

ENCLOSURES: TO NEW YORK CITY 

(2) Photostatic copies of an Affidavit as to Marital Status 
and Members of Family of Applicants for Appointments 
in the Government Service of the UoSo or the DoCo 

(2) Photostatic copies of Declaration of Appointee Form 
1!124b 0 

(2) Photostatic copies of Oath of Office Form,#8 

(1) ~hotostatic copy of ~ersonnel Affidavit signed by 
FRANKfJIN V. REKO on June 30, 19410 

(2) Affidavit9 striking Against the Federal Government9 signed 
by FRANKLIN Va RENO on July 15.7 19460 Kisseloff-4123 
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LEADS 

At Ba1timore 2 Maryland, will interview Dro SAMUEL 
MORRISQN~ whose office is on the same s~reet. as the 
Belvedere Hote~~ Ba1timore~ Maryland and obtain i~orw~tion 
regarding the physical condition of WILLY ARNHEIM and g 

in partic~lar!J whe·the r ~RNHEIM has anypb.ys ical impairment 
which would preclude his being interv.iewed abQut his past 
activitieso .. 

It is to be noted tha~ ARNHETI~ fainted while being 
interviewed by Agents of .the Washington Field Office about 
his connection wi·th Communist party' acti vi ti~ s in the 
District of Columbia in the 1939' so (This lead was- initially 
set forth in letter to Baltimore dated Ma~ch 18!J 19490) 

Will interview Mrso RUTH ~LIZABE~H WARNKE YANOVER p . 

wife of JULES YANOVER, for informa·tio~ regarding members of 
her family, aoopin particul"ar 9 anyone who may have' used the 
Communist Party name of RAy'WARNER'o . . . .. 

Washington T-l stated that RAY WARNER may be a bro·ther· 
of RUTH WARNEKE . (WARNKE?) 0 

. At Aberdeen.9 Maryland.9. 

Will conduct the necessary investigation to determine 
if the ARTHuR STEIN (WFO) is identical with the ARTHUR STF.IN 
(BaIt imore) o. 

Will review .any personnel files of FRANKLIN Vo RENO 
at ~berdeen Proving Ground for any for.ms~ affiaavits!J etco 
which RENO' may have executed in recent yearso . . 

RENO advis~d Agents of the .~l.Paso Office that he 
believed he'had executed affidavits during the last two 
years at Aberdeen regarding advocating overthrow of the 
government by force· or violence or containing false 
statementso . . 

. It is to. be noted: that when his 201 file was reviewed 
by the Washington Field Office ~ no recently executed,. 'f'l:);r>ms 
were found and no #57 forms were founao 

TEE PHILAlm:l1LPHIA OFFICE.: 

At philadelpnia.9Pennsylvania2 will, check off~ce 
indices and contact Communis t party":i:nf ormants· in at.tempt 
to locate for. interview ROBERT Eo ' RAY, Communist Party 
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organizer who was active in Washington, DoCo until about 1938 when 
he was reported to have gone to Philadelphiao 

It is noted that FRANKLIN RENO stated one RAY WARl\TER 
assisted in supervising his Communist Party activities in 
Washington~ ~oCo from 1935 to 19370 RENO later advised that 
ROB~RT E. RAY was the Communist Party name of RAY WARlffiRo 

THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 

At Washington, DoCo will follow and report pertinent 
development~gardlng FRANKLIN V. RENO in this case and the 
case entitled JAY DAVID lJ'IHITTAICER CHAMBERS, Was, et al, 
.Per jUl'>y; Espionage-fi p (WFO File 11'74=94 ~"o 

Will,upon receipt of information from the Baltimore 
Office regarding the physical condition of WILLY ARNHEIM9 
determine the advisability of interviewing himo 
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• FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION 
lo"bZm Nc. :.. 
Tt'iIS c._ cml~IMA:n:o AT NEW 1"0 ttK 74-G4 

OATEWHEN l'm:OD JI'Cft. WHICH MADII: 
"'.~ 

2-28 to 3-25-
4-6-49., 

CliARACTBR Oflt CASE 

. INtl'gUJi,L CECt":U'lIY - R 
T~SPIot·JAr;.B - Ii: 
tip, E:J1Jl~Y 

,liE: .lI'!1l!.,r'j .r..) ... 11\ V. J-n-'.~'IO 

j]1P..l\.l!KLl.li RE~'~(l' S 201 f'j.['3r.cvlBW'eC!.' a.nd fOrJ.:1S and 
affidavits obtained, none of r~lccnt vints:geo 
IDA file rev:iewE'cl again blyt; no ps T''i::ineht forms 
fou~(: •. YJ!~f,Y.~ E'l'am!lJ :.Coca~ed an~ ~di!1i tted 
pnr~1c~par1on 1h Uh10D act)v2tle~ ~n ~cshinGton, 
DoC. in the 1930' S D..l1.d :t:>oorninc ',v:·. t,~" , SImlFY- SHOS'l"r:~CK 
:tn ;..;.bout 18360, ARNI1F.I.:;; ff:Jnted r;:3fo:re inter-vie':: 
'waG completed and has not 1:'30n relnt8r'TioVIGCi o 

I-lO}=Y!i'l=-i rr r . HAl:' o.E::te.:r':m.ir.s.8d tr.J have -lX?0U a CO!:1P1'tUlist 
J:'art~r org::'uizer :i.h DoC .. in mid. 30~ ,E> but preaent 
v;her(;Hbouts uhknc';m... Informc.tion T'~; AR'j,',HUH wrEn; 
set out .. 

-;>-
Bu:r·(: ~,, 'tJ File ::"'74 ... 1333 t .JABA!:;) 
He.port 0.1' ~pe c i~ 1 Agen t rH'~l»~HIGK L ~ ~OHNS c19 t(;}d 
J?ehrUHPY iI, 1949 at Ei Paso~ Texas. 

This is a joint report of Special Agent JOHN J 0 !'/fASE:E 
and the reportine; Agento 

201 .FlIE 

The 201 file o·f FRAt.lI\.LH: VIC'IOR Rt.;l'iO cov~ring 
his oinploJ;ll'lent a t the ·i~berdeen l'rovj.ne; ,Ground 
Wt:s roviEH":Ied for fi ny for'i!w which ms.y bave been 
executed by R!7·jo and w):,dch r!i:::;l1.t contain ~ 
stat0T'ient t.tl3:t he was not .~. mo<:.mber of: the Communist 
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