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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

June 14, 2019

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.

SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1435172-000
Subject: The Citizens’ Councils
(1953 — April 29, 2019)

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The enclosed 18 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were
previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Please see the
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

3

In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your
request by mail or fax to — Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602,
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your
correspondence.

Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30)
days by mail or fax to—Work Processing Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602,
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date
of this notification, your request will be closed.

One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.

If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may
make a request to NARA at the following address:

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001

Reference file number 105-HQ-46604 in your correspondence.

Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above.

One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer



in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code,
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 1229.10.

B Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR
1229.10.

[ Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this
release.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2”
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. “Part 3”
includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation of
Exemptions.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following web
site: https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/lhome. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be
easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

DLl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Information Management Division
Enclosure(s)
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mailto:ogis@nara.gov
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FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA
Addendum includes information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply
to all requests. Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. Part 3
includes general information about FBI records. For questions regarding Parts 1, 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website
under “Contact Us.” Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

(i)

(ii)

5 U.S.C. 8§ 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)]. FBI responses are limited to those records
subject to the requirements of the FOIA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the

www.fbi.gov/foia website.

National Security/Intelligence Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and PA exemption (j)(2) as applicable to requests
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §8§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence
records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@)

(ii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
552/552a (b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. Most requests are satisfied
by searching the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative,
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by the FBI in the course of fulfilling its
dual law enforcement and intelligence mission as well as the performance of agency administrative and personnel
functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), FBI
Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide. A CRS search includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR)
records.

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets. These
criminal history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check
is a listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests,
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

The National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private
citizens cannot request a name check.
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(K)(4)

K)(5)

(k)(6)

(K)(7)

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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address by

. PAUL B. JQHNSON, JR.
Lieutenant Governor of Mississippi

To a Meeting of the

FLORENCE COUNTY CITIZENS' COUNCIL
Florence, South Carolina




My Dear Friends and Fellow Americans:

I deeply appreciate the signal honor your invitation accorded
me, to come to South Carolina and appear before the patriots assembled
here. The Citizens' Council members of Florence County and throughout
South Carolina are men and women dedicated to the principle of racial
integrity, knowing our peoples'- adherence to this great principle did
move this nation to the highest pinnacle of any in the history of
civilization, and has proven to be the path of sanity and progress éor
both the black and white }aces.

(peginnihg in Robseveltan~day the Communist party has missed

no_opportunity to create friction and to attemét to pit labor .and

—

.manaand_Genm,Le,,.Cath] ic—and 'P-r-nj-eqfant Negro and White,

haves and have nots against each other reallzlng that a d1v1s10n of these

—

great groups will subvert the very foundation pillars upon which this . .*

Gevernment wasg established d upon which it has prospered((SJ.nce the
——

second great war, the efforts of communistic front organizations have

—

stepped up these activities, sometimég moving under the banner of

—

socialism which is the ditto of cdmepismLX>Unq§r catch phrases and
false cliches such as "reflections of poor images for other sectiops in
the world,!" '"a need for greater toleragnce,' 'To bring shame upon a state,*
a people who need gnlightenﬁent}" the agitators, periodicals, and
minority blocks, who are thé,purveyo?SC of this type of propaganda, are
the very ones who arehpreparlpg'éuf codntry‘for an easy overthrow.. They
preach but do not practice tﬁe sound Qrinciples of Jeffer§onia$ Govern-
ment. They rejoiceiéo see great religious bodies in verbal conflict,
they travel under the guise bf peace and provoke violence, create chaos
and suddenly as the Arabs the? break tent and steal away from the scene.
Our' national leadership, whether knowinglys or unknowingly, has not only
encouraged but actually has aidédfand abetted these trouble makers. Many
who surround the national gobernment and influence national policy have
either knowingly or unknbwinglycéused.this nation's position..in the eyes
of the world to be reduced to low tide.‘ The time for action 1is now.

In traveling over the Southern states, I am impressed and
encouraged by the breadth of view and sense of proportion which I find

in all quarters of the.Southern states. Here in South Garolina in these



memorable days I find an olympian fortitude is only the mask of an
inflexible purpose and the proof of a sure, well gr;unded confidence in
your state's future. I find here, as in Mississippi, an utter contempt
for the quislings whom the agitators have suborned. The highest compli-
ment I can pay you is to say that you are more like the citizens of ny
native state, Mississippi, than apywhere else I have been.

There is little need to lambast and verbally abuse. ( The

national administration is not .harmed by words, when a kept segment of

‘the national information media grinds out its slanted story, half-truths

—

and prejudiced propaganda, to protect and justify administﬁation policy
and to keep from the public eye the actual facts on matters critical to
, . . E . . N
th nation's welfare. Events in recentimohbthscand efforts to justify

flagrant abuses of federal power have brought fear, intimidation and a
sense of terror to the hearts of people throughout the country, and yet
these events have Eaused the adversaries of Constitutional government
to become bold enough to pull back the veil, and the man in the street
‘can now see the ohvious plan to subvert!the foundation pillars of this
great government. .

A But there comes a time whén deeds make words needless. This
is such a time. As you all know, your national organization, the Citizens'
Councils of America, with its:biréhplace in Mississippi has adopted a five
point action program which I want to repeat for you here to emphasize what

I will say later. -

FIVE-POINT AGTION PROGRAM )
\\\\\\\5 L. Prevent Race-Mixing. Racial integrity is essential

to civilization and liberty. The .fate of the white

man (and woman) in the Congo and other new African

\\\\\\\f' nations is a stern warning! ‘

2. Avoid Violence. Experience has proved that where

Aintegration occurs, violence becomes inevitable.
Peaceful operation of segregated schools in the
South proves that social separat&énL of the races
is best for all concerned.

J3. Maintain and Restore legal Segregation. As growing

disorder in Washington, D. C., shows, if segregation
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By some strange inversion of logic, the *moderates® unthinkingly

repeat the propaganda line laid down by the integrationists. - They

sérroneously equate integrationuwith peace, and segregation wif? violence,

when the experiénce of mankind proves just the opposité to be the case.

Of course, no responsible person wants violence. It is an un-
pleasant remedy to which people resort .only in a desperate extremity
when all else has failed. .

N

On this point the position of the Citizens' Council has been

.made clear in the past, but I will restate it here. It is: To pre&ent
i

violence by preventing integration.

But there is a point beyond which even the most judicious
restraint becomes cowardice. To say that there would be no violence
under any circumstances whatsoever is like President Kennedy's assuring
Khrushchev’that the United States would not invade Cuba.

These *moderates!’, who have never resisted integration in the
first place, now merely encourage the NAACP and other race mixers to
redouble their effots.’ And by so doing, they invite chdos and violence
to sg%g%d into the Deep Soduth. ‘

' Perhaps the éxplanation for their seeming blindness to reality lies

in a definition we heard the other day:

{

A moderate! i1is for segregation, but he's chicken!

Now, to answer the question I have been asked. What has been the
effect of these repeated assaults on the state of Mississippi, in 1961
the freedom rides, in 1962 the Oxford invaéion, in 1963 the invasion of
‘the peaceful little city of Greenwood? Here are the answers briefly:

1. They have strengthened the determination of virtually all the
people in Mississippi. Governor Barnett and Lt. Governor Johnson have
the almost unanimous support of the people for the position they have
taken. Most of the people feel that they had the courage to do what
Big Steel didn't do a year ago...say 'no'” to the Kennedys. I might add
that this is probably the first time either Jack or Bobby has heard 'mo'
in hig life.

2. These attacks have exposed those among us who have heretofore -

remained silent, but who now come forth to advocate a system of co-

kbxibténce{.with integration. These are the so-called *'moderates' 1

menfioned, who will not see that *'token' integration is a myth; that

- o
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appeasement is no solution to any problem; and that peace at any price
is the costliest commodity in. the world.
3. Oxford gave the admitted moderates and the integrationists
the courage to -say and do shocking things, because they felt they could
§ cbunt on the protective arm of the federal éovernment.
) L. The tragedy of Oxford shﬁws the spirit and vitality of the
| students themselves. Deppite threats and intimidation by federal forces,
university officials and‘professors, they consistently oppose to this
very daz the presence of Meredith on their campus, as they have every
right to do. ’ , |
5. These repéated assaults have alsﬁ dévelﬁped a new and fresh
' . w
brand of humor, bqsed on ridicqle.and sarcaém. For instance the one
about lena Horne going to the mirrof and saying:
“Mirror, :)nlr:ror on kthe wall,
Who's the 'fairest of them all?"

To which the mirror replied: .

""'Snow White, Nigger, 1
And don't yyou forget iti"

Or the new football yell that went:

$'Whiskey Sour, Gin Fizz,
We Ole Miss, Who you Is?"

And the suggestion that?
Since Ted Kennedy hired someone to take one
of his exams at Harvard, perhaps he could
come down and take one for Meredith.

And the expression:

"Ignore that niggah
Wlth vigaht"

Commenting on the fact that Meredith costs the government
. (you and me) $4,500 every dayr he stays at Old Missz someone
gaid:

#It sure take s lot to keep a kid in
school these days." !

And in yJackson:

- We don't say "good morning.?*
’ ‘We say, '"have you been cited yet?”
}

And -the quote:
* e ."I'm no snob and I think the Kennedys are

all right: But, I sure wouldn't want my
daughter to marry one of them.

L v —3-



6. The only thing Kennedy proved at Ole Miss- was that 30,000

)
.-~ troops and five million dollars can put A negro in A school. But,

he also prbved that even with that force, he could notwbreak the
segregation barriér. Meredith is the most segregated negro in Mississippi
and he admitted it himself in a recent issue of U. S. News and World
Report. 1In a more reéént article iq Look mégazine he stated that he

was the most segrégated negro in the world. Ole Miss is not integrated.

It has been invaded and occupied by the U. S. Army and U. S. Marshals,

and ‘bhat's all.

' 7. The enemy always picks yaqur weakest spot for his attack. )
Oxford proved the drastic need for a thorough examination of the control
of our state supported schools and colleges. Local control of our
schools is a myth. The people have nothing to say about it, Our
colleges ére under the complete control of trade union teachers and
professional administrators. This ppses a more difficult problem in
many S;uthefn states than even the federal government.

Now, let, me reach a conclusion quickly by telling you what
Mississippi is doing in the face of this crisis. I'll tell you exactly
what we're doing, and what we will continue to do. We are going to
stand like men, exactly where we've stood from the beginning. We'll
not yield one single inch in our convictions on states' rights and racial
integrity. Federal forces may have occupied a portion of our beloved
state, but we will never bow to tyranny in whatever form. Military
occugatioﬁ, even by negro troops, is nthing new to the South. During
the first reconstruction all of the Sou%henn states were under military
rule for twelve long years, and our forefathers never yielded. And in

the end they won their fight for states' rights and racial integrity.

Certainly we in our state would never take up arms against our

country, be it right or wrong...in this instance we believe it is
14

grievously wrong. Our remedy and the way to victory lie in another
means. And here I come to the price Kennedy paid and will pay for
his action. '

The origin of our immediate problem is political. 1Its roots
are in the overriding desigh of the Kennedy Administration to hold the

negro bloc vote in the pivotal northern states. Consider for a moment

.




the dilemma upon which the Kennedys have impaled themselves by this
invasion of Mississippi--to place one negro temporarily in one school. °
They have won no negro votes because they had them all. They couldn't
gain any. But they have alienated the South beyond all hope of reéovery.
The South will never go for those Kennedys again...because everybody
knows that a vote for Kennedy now is a vote for not only integration,
but integration at the pgint of a bayonet. ‘
Our:speaker for the evening has come to outline a plan for \
victory and I know you are looking forward to hearing from him.
Therefore, let me close with this thought. When the history of
our time is written, one fact will stand forth as clear as the beauty
of the dqy on that famous Sabbath, Septembef 30, 1962, The cause of

freedom won at Oxford, and we have just begun to fight.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you so much.

#HEHREERER
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