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MP 149-427

may be available to him in the| 
files. The indictment against BANNS (and 

| was filed on April 10, 1973; therefore, 
this case has been marked "yes “ as pending over one 
year and pending prosecution over six months*

Interviews with potential witnesses are set.
forth* It is to be noted that in the trial, of RUSSELL MEANS 
and DENNIS BANKS at St. Paul, Minnesota, in connection with 
the "leadership Trials" arising from the takeover at 
Ebunded Knee, that the Defense Council has obtained 
approval through the discovery order of obtaining all 
FD-302’s and recorded statements of witnesses. Therefore, 
all FD-302*s of potential witnesses shown herein are 
included in this report where the interviews relate 
to the period on. or about 2/6/73 when the truck was 
stopped at Custer, South Dakota.

The. following FD-302 reporting interview with 
JOHN EVANS, Deputy sheriff, Custer County, south Dakota, 
on 2/7/73 is being set forth in the administrative 
section since; he is concealing the identity of one of 
his sources,. This FD-302 has been submitted by separate 
letter to the USA, Sioux Falls, South. Dakota.

- B -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

OqI* oS k^ a scription^ 2/12/73

JOUM EVANS, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Custer County, 
Custer South Dakota upon interview advised the following 
inform t ion:

b7D

b6
b7C

reason, av all

>»>« *~^U5Z^1£Q9"_, »ui CuStery outh Dako £a.^JZZZ73

Oote dictated.. ZLW^.- b6
b7C
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LEADS

MINNEAPOLIS

-AT COSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA

At States Attorney's Office or through)______  
________  South Dakota States Attorney in charge of 
prosecution of various subjects in connection with the 
riots at South .Dakota, determine if there are 
photographs, other items of evidence or additional 
witnesses regarding instant matter.

b6
b7C

- D* -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

c^pyto;! _ USAj SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA

Report of;
MEMBER 20, .1^4

Field Office Fife fa J 49-427

Title: DEWIS JAMES BANKS

Offie*J MINNEAPOLIS, 'MINNESOTA b6
b7C

Bureau File #:

aoroeter: DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT OR 
MOTOR VEHICLE

Synoptit;
Indictment filed April 10, 1973, in U; S.* District Court of 
South Dakota, Western Division, charging BANKS with |

|on February 6, 1973, tampering with a Mack 
tractor and gasoline trailer-truck while that unit was engaged 
in interstate commerce. BANKS was identified as being in a 
leadership role at Custer, South Dakota, at the time of the 
February 6, 1973 riot when the courthouse and other buildings 
were burned. BANKS identified as assisting in acts of arson and 
as stopping V. tractor and trailer.

(P)

DETAILS:

docwneot contain* neither reoocactiendation* jxr corKtasioat of the FBI* It it the property qC the FBI and is tamed to your agency; it and it* content* 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

V, S. COYUKiJMENT JFTOJT^G OFJTCX 5 © * 4«-i40
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■. On:, September.23., . 1974, SA | |a seerta ined . b 6
from the- records of the Clerjr of U. S.: District Court that an ' b7c 
indictment had been’ filed against D5NNIS BANKS and I | .

on April 10, 1973, was arraigned
on:April 23, 1973 and BANES was arraigned on July 5, 1973, Both 
entered pleas of not guilty. -



United States of America, 
Plaintiff 

vs.

Dennis Banks and

CR- 73 -

INDICTMENT

( 18 U.S.C. §33 ) 
Destruction of - 
Motor Vehicle

Defendants

The Grand Jury Charges:

On or about the 6th day of February-1973 in the City of Custer, 
► i

State and Western Division of South Dakota,

DENNIS BANKS and |

wilfully and with a reckless disregard for the safety of human life, 
i

tampered with a motor vehicle, that is a 1967 Mack tractor, Wyoming 

license No. 21-1420 and a 9,000 gallon gasoline trailer, Wyoming 

license No. 21-338, belonging to the Dixon Brothers Corporation,

then being used, operated and employed in interstate commerce from 

New castle in the State of Wyoming to Hill City in the State of South 

Dakota; in violation of Title 18, U.S.C. §33.

* i

A TRUE BILD:

United States Attorney

Foreman
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. . INCLUDING. RIOT AT .

CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, FEBRUARY 6/ 1973 .



MV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU'OF INVESUGAKON

* , „ February 14# 1973

On February 6/ 1973# the following log
was naintainod by SA| |after being be
notified that a caravan of automobiles containing b7'
groups of Indians appeared to be heading in a 
southerly direction from Rapid City# South Dakota#
to Custer, South Dakota:

12:30 JEM SA1__________ _________ [via State Police
Radio advised that about eight to l 
11 cars containing five to seven 
Indian people were heading south out 
of Rapid City on Highway 16 which 
highway leads to Custer

(hi* nI loiss ©1 Ihf ftl 0 n property o* Pi? UM ood •« tooled H yov*

* Gad i*s 'cbrPenfc ore not K t? d^Tix*YK«de Y^U' Ggfncy ,

12:35 PM state Police Radio advised that one 
of the South Dakota Highway Patrolmen 
observed 12 cars, including a
Volkswagen Van, bearing b6

*
license number)________
south out of Rapid City

were heading b7C 
on Highway 79

12:42 PM State Police Radio advised that J 
cars had just passed the Horseles 
Carriage on Highway 16 south of 
Rapid City

l6 
;s

12:52 RM State Police Radio advised that a 
highway patrolman observed a station 
wagon containing a man and a woman 
pass through Pringle# South Dakota*
This station wagon bore b6
license)___ ____ | (1972K b7C

X. 12:54 EM SA advised that the 12-car
caravan heading south on Highway 79
had just turned west on Highway 36 

^^>^_^and_were_Jieading ^toward.Jkistor.._Stat^ y-

feta 7,Ww^ .^6 .._^a
Ctister. South Dakota , MP 157-1509 *

2/12/73 b6
b7C

- 6 a



(2)
■Mp. 176-87-.

one high-powered rifle.

1:15 PM State Police Radio reported that the 
group which left Rapid City on.Highway 
16 heading south had just oberturned 
ahd ignited a covered wagon at Chutes 

’ .Rooster, Hill City, Sou£h Dakota,' and ■ 
that this wagon was in the center of 
the highway and was on fire. b6

1------------ 1 ■ ' ' b7C
1:36 fM SA |________ | advised that the group which

was on Highway 36 had just passed the 
Legion Lake located in Custer State 
Park.

1:35 PM SA | [advised that the group
which had passed Legion Lake had now 
just passed Gordon Stockade located 
about five miles east of Custer.

State Police Radio had advised that the 
group traveling south on 16. and 385 
had just passed Crazy Horse Monument 

. which is about five miles north of 
Custer.

1:42 PM The two caravan .groups both arrived 
at Custer and went directly to the 
Custer County Court House.

1:45 EM The caravan group got out of their 
cars and asseniblkd in front of the 
Custer County Court House.

2:00 - 4s

1 /

[00 RM During this period of time the Ind5„an 
demonstrators commenced to break into 
the court house, they smashed windows,' 
and threw firebombs, setting the Custer 
County.Court House on fire. Also durinr 
this period, the demonstrators destroyer 
two cf the Custer County Sheriff’s

■J — **" U -1 ..~1. - -

- 7 - They also forced open the trunks of 
these automobiles and removed tear 
gas and two shotguns, riot-type, and



(3) ;

MP 176-87

During this same period of time ' 
the demonstrators‘set fire to the ' 

J ' Custer Chamber of Commerce building
and had painted “AIM” on business 

■places hear the Custer County Court
Houseo

At about 3s00 'EM the immediate arrest 
of demonstrators began/ Shortly after 
this, the State Police Radio announced - 
that two highway patrolmen had been 
injured, two DCI Agents had been 
injured, and an Agent of the Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms Unit had been 
struck, State Police Radio also adviser 
that after arrests commenced, the group 
began to break up and were re-assemblih: 
a block west of the county court house, 
Custer, and appeared to be.getting in 
their cars and heading south toward 
Hot Springs, South Dakota-

4x00 EM State Police Radio advised that one
group heading south had turned in the 
Wind Cave National Park and were now 
heading for Buffalo Gap, South Dakota, 
which lies east.of Wind Cave National 
Park,

4:15 PM State Police Rael io advised that the
Sheriff’s Office at New Castle, Wyor-in- 
had just advised that an 18-car cara^rr 
had just gone through New Castle ard 
had stopped to ask directions noir^ to 
Rapid City,



PSRSONS iPENTlFYiNG BANKS AS ACTING
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EO-302 f^.V. H-27-70J

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_ I.™ <^FebruarY 13/ 1973Vole of tmaserfohan ; . .. . - /S-lt. -_ i

Custer County, Custer, South Dakota/ upon interview
b6
b7C

furnished the following information:

At about' 2:00 PM on February 6, 1973, RUSS ELI, 
MEANS, DENNIS BANKS, leaders of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM), another Indian described only as being 
shorter and smaller than MEANS and BANKS, who was hold
ing a mike and carrying a recording device, and a 
fourth Indian whose identity was never revealed to

I | appeared in the office which I" I had set up
to meet with the leaders of the AIM appeared in this 
office* I I invited the four Indians to sit down 
and to state their presence and immediately MEANS spoke 
and said they would stand and refuse to sit down* MEANS, 
according to I | immediately started asking questions 
and didnot allow I I to answer any of the questions* 

| advised that most of the questions wore along the 
lines of the Indian injustices and in connection' with

b6
b7C

the BAD HEART BULL incident which occurred at Buffalo Cap, 
South Dakota, where a white man stabbed BAD HEART BULB*

[stated that MEANS felt that| |should have
been arrested for murder.

Iadvised that he had listened to MEANS te
and BANKS demand that murder instead of second degree b7'
manslaughter charges be filed against |
Custer, who, according to I 1 is charged with the 
stabbing death of WESLEY CHARLES BAD HEART BULL on or 
about January 22, 1973, at Buffalo Gap*

At this point, BANKS took over the questioning 
stating that the injustices of the Indians all over the 
United States have been mounding and he was personally 
obsessed ever the bond of $5,000 which had been the bond 
placed on | | for the stabbing of BAD HEART BULL* be

2/6/73 Custer, South Dakota , MP 157-1509- ■
oft--------- - ------ -- ---------------- ------ ------------------ *1, --------------------- ----- -------------------------------- *

SA . 1/9/73

Thn conic *ns JoIkj'h aq* ^>1 ** .ol c’Aj Is hooaed lv r,|,l^T ‘

Jr 4nJ ifi <caieaH 3re to Ue yf>vf agency

- 10 -
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] |advised he tried to informBANKSthat the only / 1 
■ .• purpose of bond was to' assure, the - appearance of I

•b6
b7C

r- a n -court and ^that the amount of. bond had . been set due ’ -
. ‘■th.at I 1 is a ■Idd&l. •&
< .•~£ajnfc&-~i0'n* -and'-a^residen^. of -Cutter for, m.any- years , .

. . * / -adVASJ^d. .■t^at then -‘demfanded that the charge ■
. ‘ be changed to-murder' and that the States Attorney, should 

' .have ~| arrested1' within, one-half, hour. -1
* <advised, that herefused to do this, inthatl

■bfeen properly charged but did- promise- BANKS that if 
■ new evidence should arise,which would show the charge 
/ of-murder, - he- issuing a. warrant-of -

. ar res t i or. murder ■ nd would' have I ~1 arrested
| .stated “that <at ■ this point BANKS began to speak.

had

of the white people'‘getting .off on lesser" charges 
wheteas Indian individuals are charged with more'serious 

. Crime ahd -are pl deed in jail., ] stated that BANKS 
. .. had threatened him' with his■ 1.1 f-e by : stating. to | | ■.

“if i -knew i would- get the^ same -sentence"as| [ :
‘ -1 would have a knife in my hand in five minutes"* T

■ I |continued, that the smaller Indiah .with
the mike in his hand started to ask questions and. at

■ this point! I realized that it was becoming futile 
in an attempt to' answer any of the questions presented 
by BANKS, MEANS-, and the third Indian individual.

., I | stated that he'did not. see. or. did not
' know.-.that MEANS had left' the- office in' .which the meeting . 

. was occurring -until-a fracas commenced outside of the 
: Office dopr.' tHe stated1 that, the- -next .time ,he saw
. -MEANS wa® ■ when he 11 I le ft (-the office and left the ; 

court house building by the back door and. saw MEA^S. x <’
/ handcuffed', and under arrest, behind. the court house;.. ., 

". buildings ; , ‘ - ;; ■

b6
b7C

b6 
■ b7C

; I Stated' that; when the fracas occurred . 
outside of the of £ice,' BENNIS' BANKS, who now. had. a 
thre e-foot. or longer, s ti ck. in hi s. hand, began break- ■

■b6
b7C

tndcws-Srb“.t inside 
KAhaf-b-g-ltf ex ri

building

ir -
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• MP 176-87

-for 
and 
the

Fall River County# Hot Springs# South Dakota# 
went into the Auditor's Office which adjoined 
office in which the meeting was taking place. 
ZJ stated that he closed the door because at

this point# rocks and debris were coming into the 
court house building. I |stated that at this 
.point he xe^embexed that he had left the tape 
recorder in the meeting room# so he returned back 
into the room and retrieved his tape recorder# a 
camera belonging to__________  and -the|
file. He stated he then went out of the office and 
discovered smoke was coming from inside of the 
court house building at which time he left the
court house building by the back door

______ [stated that the meeting with the 
Indian leaders was attended by| |
members of the various press from both local and 
national news agencies# and a representative ;of 
the Division of Criminal investigation# South Dakota 
Attorney General’s Office# and he believed a repre
sentative of the Custer County Sheriff's Office.

I I advised that DENNIS BANKS# in addition
to breaking out the windows# began beating on the 
office furniture and equipment inside of the office 
with the stick that he held in his hand.

|_______advised that he is charging MEANS with 
assault with a deadly weapon# felonious riot, and that 
he is charging!____________ |with assaulting b! police
officer and felonious riot# and| 
with assaulting a police officer, two counts# and 
■felonious riot. ______ said that these are the only 
warrants at the present time; however, he is anticipating 
issuing additional warrants in connection with persons 
involved in the rioting at Custer.

- 12 -



FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGAWJ

o( iron striplios February 17, 1973

_________________ ________________________ was interviewed b6
at his office in Custer, bouth Dakota, and he advised that on b7' 
February 8, 1973, he received a telephone call from a woman 
who stated 'that she was from the University of Utah. This 
woman asked him about several individuals whom she believed had 
travelled to Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973. She 
wanted lo know if the following people had participated in 
the riot at Custer, and if these people needed counseling:

b6
b7C

| |advised that he could not remember the woman’s be
name. He advised that he told the woman that two of the b7c
individuals inquired about were arrested. These individuals 
weml Itold the interviewing
agents that| |were two of the four Indians who
met with him on February 6, 1973, with MEANS and BANKS.

Istated that| |held the microphone during the 
conference.

He also advised that Mayor GENE REECE of Custer, 
South Dakota, had received a telephone call Iron Congressman 
OWENS of Utah inquiring about the same people.

I also advised that two individuals in Custer b6 
at the ti e of the riot observed several Indians transferring b?c 
firearias from a panel van with yellow and x’ed sides into______  
several Indian cars. These two individuals were I________________and

|Both individuals are residents of Custer, 
South Dakota.

Wr.^w.d February 16,f\197_30k . Custer , South Dakota . 176^8.7_jg
SA |
CPE7»Jf February 16, xava

ty■- m । ,-i-1. — —-----t-—r-i- -v- -v- - - ■ ■ - —’**ed__irL _ r| |. TUTT, —   ... __,...

' - 13 -
it Jitd ih ’pwliU* yQvr og-
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FEDERAL DUStEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dot* of frcAscfJptioA^HESS^OJ^i—3523.

join u ^’3, Chief Deputy, Custer County Sheriff's Office, 
Custer, South .Dakota, subsequent to the identification of the inter
viewing Agents furnished ths following inf Croatian:

EVANS advised that he was on official duty at the Custer County 
Court Ibuse, Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973*

According to EVANS, he was working withl I
prior to and during the occupation of tho Custer County Court House, 

vaster. South Dakota. JVANS advised that he was present during tho first 
assault by several Indians upon the Court Bouse and then in addition, the 
final assault into tho front door of tho Court Hsuse.

b6
b7C

EVANS advised that he had personally seen RUSSELL ISAKS outside 
and in the Caster County Court iHouse, Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 
1973* While assisting with the arrest of individuals who had occupied 
tho Custer County Court Ifcuso he was personally present after Highway bg
Patrolmen had arrested MEANS along withl Un the Custer County b7c
Court House. According to EVANS, after MEANS had been arrested by the 
South Dakota Highway Patrolr.cn, he personally assisted one of the 
Highway Patrolr.cn with removing RUSSHLL PSANS by way of the back door of 
the Court House to a designated area for transporting prisoners to a near
by jail facility*

EVANS advised that he could idontify|~ I and KISSELL MEANS
if seen in person at a later date* b7c

During the interview 93 black and white photographs wore shown 
to EVANS in attest to identify individuals present at the occupation of 
the Custer County Court Hause, Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973»

Tho following photographs wore identified by EVANS as follows: b6
b7C

Photograph ?^2, 
Photograph 
Photograph 
Photograph i?7. 
Photograph #9,

RUSSELL KEANS'

- 14 -
ts;$ <<-«< kite's of f&l II (5 l*« prop* Oy o’ « <oo»tJ to yo-< 0V"<7;

B Ks co Me Ms ert *0 to vvhids o^eficy.

b6
„b7C



MP 70-6882

by

Photograph #10, I
Photograph #11, DEJnSS MIKS
Photograph m, (1) PX'SSELL XMMS ------------------
Photograph <6, (1) RUSSELL IBUS. (2)____________
Photograph #17,
Photograph #20, _____________
Photograph #21, Identified vehicle depicted as owned and operated

b6
b7C

EVA1S advised that ho could personally identify all the above 
individuals named as depicted in photographs displayed*

F

E7A1S advised that he would testify in court as to all the 
above information given in this interview.

- 14 (a) -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

<• February 15,.. 19 7;

JOHN EVANS, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Custer County 
Sheriff*s Office, Custer, South Dakota, upon interview, advised 
the following information.

During the course of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) rioting in Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, 
an old white Dodge panel truck was parked near the curb on 
the west side of the Custer County Court House. This truck 
boreI license b6

b7C

EVANS stated that the individuals in this truck were 
in the rioting with the AIM group and bad mouthed law enforce
ment officers, who ware attempting»to prevent any further 
destruction and burning of buildings in Custer, South Dakota. 
EVANS stated that as the riot subsided, he noticed that this 
group returned to the truck, so he proceeded to the truck 
in an attempt to identify these individuals. EVANS continued 
that when he went to the truds he noticed AIM banners and signs 
pasted on the outside of this truck. EVANS stated that the 
following people were wth this truck and claimed to be with 
the Cable News of Santa Fe, New Mexico:

b6
b7C

f 
i 
i i > 
i 
I ।

Indian

b„f.lewtd ^Fehruary 6, 1973 Custer, South Dakota 157-1509-.

______ SA|_______________ [mjf t _ _ ,_ j February 12. 1973 . 
ft

TICs retort *4$ Honi fw h h <>f Iha U iocncd to yqv*
Il end kj tonkhts or* to! bt

b6
b7C

- 14 (b) -
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b6

(White)__________ b7'

(White)

EVANS advised that in addition to the above Dodge b6
panel truck that they were seen in near the rioting, the above b7c
group had a yellow Mazda vehicle, bearing I llicensef 1 
EVANS stated this vehicle remained at the Custer Hotel, parked 
in the alley during the rioting. EVANS advised that on the 
afternoon of February 5 and also during the early morning of 
February 6, 1973, he observed this group coming in and out of 
one of the rooms of the Custer Hotel.

- 14 (c?d) -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dat* fro 6 script to* June 10, 1974

JOHN EVANS, Chief Deputy, Custer County Sheriff’s 
Office, Custer, South Dakota, subsequent to the identification 
of the interviewing Agent furnished the following information:

EVANS advised, after referring to his records, that 
both he and Sheriff ERNIE PEPIN on January 26, 1973, sometime 
after 10:37 a.m. observed a U-haul van with approximately 18 
people contained in the van and another vehicle north,bound 
on Highway 18 from Buffalo Gap.

EVANS stated that at approximately 10:37 a.m. on 
January 26, 1973, he had received a dispatch message from the 
Hot Springs sheriff’s office, stating that one of their

b6
b7C

patrol units was following a U-haul van, extremely dirty, and 
unable to identify the license plate,and a 1970 Ford, dark 
green, bearing) license! H Both vehicles
containing approximately eighteen people, presently leaving 
Buffalo Gap, South Dakota.

According to EVANS, both he and the Sheriff went to 
the area of Buffalo Gap and observed the U-haul van and this 
vehicle north bound from Buffalo Gap and continued to follow 
both vehicles until they left Pennington county line. EVANS 
stated that he too was unable to obtain the license plate 
from the U-haul which bore the name u-haul van on the side 
and was orange and white in color.

.EVANS stated that £RNI£ PEPIN, the Sheriff, had been 
taking notes and to the best of his knowledge, could furnish 
additional information concerning their contact with the u-haul 
van.

During this interview, three photographs of the u-haul 
van, orange and white in color, bearing license 429749 were 
displayed to EVANS. Upon viewing these photographs, EVANS 
stated that the vehicle resembled the u-haul van which he

Mn-u«,d 5/29/7r4.-..___^i.-Cnstex^Soutli^akota^-^  ̂ 8,9-143-------- -

FC «kl 6/4/74..___ ____be
b7C

TH, *♦*«»» ft th. Hl :> it »« iM Hi 0^ « w yc

it ord ift « Ate Ms *ot to fee oyl$Ue yovr ,
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observed on January 2S, 1973, and in addition stated that the 
U-haul van was rech dirtier than the U-haul van depicted in 
these pictures.

___________A .scries of photographs containing the photographs of 
| war a

displayed to EVANS without effecting any identification.
b6
b7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dats «f trsnscdptfcjri 2/21/73

for the South Dakota
Department of Motor Vehicles, Pierre, South Dakota, burnished 
the following information:

b6
b7C

___________ Ihas been a resident of the
I I area since 1947, and nas
worked as an! ] for the Department of Motor Vehicles
since F ~~l resides at I I

 was bornl |and has Social Security
Account Number

Iwas at the Custer County Court House (CCCH) , 
Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, and furnished the 
following signed statement regarding the activity that took 
place on that date:

b6
b7C

"Rapid City, South Dakota 
February 20, 1973

as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI).

b6
b7C

"On February 6, 1973, I was at the Custer 
County Court House (CCCH), Custer, South Dakota, 
The Department of Motor Vehicles maintains records 
at the CCCH and as I had learned that a demonstration 
was to be held at the CCCH on February 6, 1973, I 
was there to ensure that records of the Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) were not destroyed. I 
arrived at the CCCH at about 8:45 a.in., February 
6, 1973, and between 8:45 a.m. and about 1:00 p.n. 
no demonstration took place.

"At approximately 1:00 n.m., four or 
five Indians had been allowed to enter the CCCH 
to confer with the States Attorney. I observed 

.a-^targegather,ing^of.Indians_in.front...cf . t he, CCCH,.......

2/20/73 ( Rapid City, South DakotaMP 176-87 -

SA 1 land
SA I ysks { „ 2/20/73

b6
b7C

i .s < SC-J- SJ.'H
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estimated to be 150 in number. As the group in front 
was becoming restless, one of the Indians from inside 
the CCCH, believed to be the I _ I

L went outside to calm the group.
returned inside the CCCH and the group dispersed 
for five or 10 minutes.

b6

"At this time. the group became restless 
again and again H 1 returned to calm the group.

Ithen said words to the effect that he was 
going back in to confer with the States Attorney, 
but better yet ’let’s all go in’ at that time the 
group came through the front doors of the CCCH.

b6

"During the ensuing disturbance, I 
observed several Indians striking and being hit 
as well as several law enforcement officers being 
hit and striking the Indians. Host of the South 
Dakota Highway Patrol Officers came into the CCCH 
through the back door which I opened for them.

"I have been shown a group of 60 photo
graphs and identified the following as being involved 
in the disturbance that occurred at the CCCH on 
February 6, 1973. However, I am not able to provide 
any information regarding any specific incidents 
that these individuals may have been involved. These 
individuals are:

"Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) 
photograph number I is a photograph of I I

______________ Pennington County Sheriff’s 
Office (PCSO) photograph number I ~

I | PCSO photograph number | I
f ~l PCSO photograph number!
I I PCSO photograph number not
listed of! 1 dated February 6,
1973: PCSO photograph number! 

PCSO photograph numbel 
PCSO photograph number 
HCSO photograph number 
 PCSO photograph number

b6
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of

1 peso photograph number
PCSO photograph number 

1 PCSO photograph numberi 
.PCSO photograph number 

1 PCSO photograph number I 
~ I J?CSO photograph number [

February 15, 1959, of[
PCSO photograph number Sated

b6

"In addition I can provide specific 
information regarding the following listed indivi
duals and their activities at the CCCH on February 
6. 1973:__ PCSO number I ~| is a photograph of 
______________________ whom I observed remove a fire 
extinguisher from the wall of the CCCH and spray 
it on me and law enforcement officers inside the 
court house.

b6

"PCSO photograph number 11048 is a 
photograph of RUSSELL C. MEANS whom I observed 
inside the States Attorney’s Office attending a 
meeting just before the disturbance broke out. 
MEANS appeared to me to either be drunk or drugged.

"PCSO photograph numberf 
photograph of I ,

I ts a 
Twhom I observed

b6

strike South Dakota State Trcoper 
I also helped TrooperT land Trooper

on the head.
I handcuff

______ "PCSO photograph number I 
whom I believe was present Inside the Stares

Attorney’s Office CCCH just before the melee 
broke out. I did not observe| |during
the- melee*

b6

"Minneapolis, Minnesota, Police Department 
number 47315 of DENNIS J. BANKS whom I observed 
inside the States Attorney’s Office CCCH shortly 
before the melee broke out, but did hot observe 
BANKS during the melee.

"Also during the disturbance, I observed 
a young Indian female that had been injured by 
a fire near the CCCH and South Dakota State Trooper

- 14 (i) -
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I administered mouth-to-mouth respiration 
to her. I do not know her name, but could identify 
her from a photograph.

"I have read this statement consisting 
of this and four other pages and now sign it as it 
is true.

”/s/

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

"Witness: ____________  SA, FBI, Rapid City, South
Dakota, February 20, 1973.

| SA, FBI, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, February 20, ,1973."

- 14 G) -
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5/13/74

On May 8, 1974, f~ I South
Dakota State Probation Office, Department of Public Safety, 
Pierre, South Dakota, observed a group of six photographs 
and identified a photograph of I |as having
been at Custer, South Dakota, during the confrontation 
which occurred on February 6, 1973. I Iadvised
that I , I was in an American Indian Movement (AIM) 
crowd running around before the initial confrontation and

I specifically remembers him being near the front 
of the group.

b6
b7C

|___________ | initialed the back of three of the
photographs which he could not identify and signed his 
signature to the back of two other photographs and the 
photograph of| Iwhich he identified as
being in Custer, South Dakota. The other two photographs 
other than I I were the photographs of I

1 I date of Heth I _____
 date of birtlJ

b6
b7C

-----. .. 5/8/74 , , , Pierre, South Dakota MP 176-140 ’ ■
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGAIION

Dau cl fraft»«)pttOft.AimUSt»lQ,-1973—

ESME PEPB1, Sheriff Ousts? County Sheriff’s Office, subsequent 
to ths identification of ths interviewing Agent furnished the following 
inforuiation:

PEPIN advised that he was on official duty and was personally 
present at the occupation of the Custer County Court Souse, Custer, South 
Dakota, on February 6, 1973.

During this interview PEPIN furnished interviewing Agents a list 
of individuals arrested at the Custer County Court House, Custer, South 
Dakota, on February 6, 1973 • In addition, PEPIN furnished the interviewing 
Agents a list of vehicles containing■ license plates which were present 
during the Cust or County Court Ibusa occupation on February 6} 1913 •

PEPIN stated that on February 6, 1973, while in front of the 
Custer County Court House, he had personally seen RUSSELL MEANS with other 
AIN Embers prior end during the occupation of the Court House. PEPIN 
stated that ho observed KEANS coco out of the Custer County Court Ibuse 
building by way of tho front door and in a conversation with one of tho 
Police Officers asked if he nay step outside to consult other AIM nenbers. 
According to PEPIN, MEANS again went back into ths Court Ibuse and shortly 
thereafter, asked a second tirs to leave the Court House and talk with friends.

PEPIN stated that as he observed KEANS approach the^front door of 
the Court House, KEANS turned to a group of individuals already present in 
front of tho Court House and stated, ‘^o're all going in." At this -tins, 
PEPIN advised this group entered by the front door and occupied th® Custer 
County Court House, Custer County, South Dakota.

PEPIN was subsequently shown 93 black and -white photographs at 
which tiae the following identification was nada:

b6
b7C

This ccr.ra»ft. ftsIAsr of IX* FSI » ii ‘h* of ft. Ft I oftd is <00 ".d k?

& Jr* Jo be Mjish

b6
b7C
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Photograph £15,

Photograph £16,
Photograph #17,
Photograph #18,
Photograph £20,

(1) RUSSELL KEMIS, (2)

(1) BUSSELL KEMIS, (2)

01 b6
b7C

PEPIN stated upon completion of viewing all 93 photographs, 
that ho could positively identify tmd state that all the above photograph 
identifications made by him were in and around Custer County Court Bouse, 
Custer, South Dakota, on "February 6, 1973*

PEPIN advised that he would testify to all the abovo information 
furnished during tills interview.

- 16 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dot* of tfOfnCfipt>O« 9/12/73

ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer County, Custer, 
South Dakota, was interviewed and he advised that several 
days before the incident on February 6, 1973, he was 
telephonically contacted by RUSSELL MEANS who advised 
him that several members of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) were coming to Custer to talk to him, YEPIN. and 
the States Attorney about changing the charges on]______  

[from manslaughter to murder.
b6
b7C

PEPIN stated that on the day of the -incident, 
February 6, 1973, he would estimate approximately 200 
people were involved in the disturbance. PEPIN advised 
he was west of the Court House with South Dakota Highway 
Patrolmen when the semi-trailer tank truck was stopped. 
PEPIN stated he could positively identify DENNIS BANKS as 
being on the running board of the truck during the incident. 
PEPIN was exhibited two photographs of a semi-trailer truck 
which were taken by | | on February 6, 1973. b6

b7C

The first photograph depicted a blue and white 
semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver’s door open and 
numerous individuals standing on the ground around the 
truck and several individuals standing near the driver's 
door. The second photograph depicted a blue and white 
semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver's door open and 
one individual in a brown checkered coat and tan pants 
standing on the ground near the open door of the truck.

PEPIN positively identified the individual in 
photograph one who is identified with an arrow and the 
number ”1” as being|~~ 1 PEPIN positively
identified the individual in photograph one who is identi
fied with an arrow and the number tt2" as being DENNIS 
BANKS. PEPIN stated even though the photograph is not sharp 
and clear, he is familiar enough with DENNIS BANKS and 

Hto be able to positively identify them 
from this photograph. PEPIN identified the individual 
depicted by an arrow in photograph number two as being

b6
b7C

.9/8/73 O1 Custer. .South^Dakota___

Do’* dic>o>td
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dais of tfaMa-iottoft 2/12/73

ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer Cbunty, Custer, South 
Dakota, upon interview, advised the following information:

PEPIN stated that at 12:10 a.m. on February 7, 
1973, a young woman*s voice telephonically contacted the 
Sheriff's Office and gave the following message:

"I have a message. Do you know the .Black Panther 
Party?" "Yes". "He'll we're in California and we’re coming 
down and going to blast you off the -face of the earth. We're' 
all part Indian." PEPIN stated that at this point, the caller 
then hung up the receiver.

PEPIN advised that he has no idea who the caller 
was other than it sounded like a young woman’s voice and 
he cannot be sure whether it was a call made within the state 
or from the state of California as indicated in the message 
above.

2/7/73 Custer, South Dakota MP 157-1509.
—---------————-----------------------*’-WPHt76-87—

r<| plk 2/9/73
- 17 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/2/73

ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer County Sheriffrs
Office, provided a list of individuals arrested at the 
Custer County Courthouse, Custer, South Dakota, on 
Tebruary 6, 1973, and a list of vehicles present during 
the Custer Courthouse occupation as follows:

8/2/73  Custer , South Dakota FiU # MP. 70.-6882-’ ‘

SA
SA Date dictated. —

This docu!:ei'i contains neitherre-cos:rr^nd<rtious nor coRc)usit>B9 ,of ,t!ie KBl, Il is the properly of the FBI snd is loaned.to 
vqk; agency, it -arid its contents arc not to be distributed outside your ogency,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

’ , . . September 28/ 1973
UCIC Of trsnrrrnplrnn. _

ERNEST PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer County^ Custer, South 
Dakota, viewed the CBS Nev/s l?ilms, Reel A on September 19, 1973 
at Custesi South Dakota, and id entitled the ph ot ograph of the 
individual designated as 73-D as being|~ |a
Canadian Sioux»

b6
b7C

Interviewed on 9/j-9/7.3 n,Custer,, South Dakota ph? #

y —
■

..... DfllC JfCttftl.’d -----

22 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FO-3Q2(REV. 11-27-70J .

Du Io of Irnmcripllan ^ekrUary I5-, 19 7 3

J South ■ Dakota Highway '■
Ratrol, Rapid City.,- South Dakota, upon interview; advised 
of the following information! .

_________ stated'that he was one.of three highway 
patrolmen- who were sthtiOned- on the front steps leading to 
the door of the Custer County Courthouse. Cmatiar.' .Dakota.

b6
.b7C

stated that , both Patrolmen
South Dakota Highway Patrol, were with him on the front steps
of the Custer• County Courthouse.. advised that he
was in the middle of the three highway patrolmen and was there 
to protect county property in-the event that there was any 
demonstration in connection with the hearings requested by 
American Indian Movement (AIM) leaders and. the Custer County.
State*3 Attorney.• | ~|advised that at approximately l:45 p. m i

- on February 6, 1973; a large vehicular caravan arrived in front
of the Custer County Courthouse and from the vehicles, exited 
a large number of Indian males, females, and.younger Indian 
people, who then gathered in front of and on the steps of the -
Custer County Courthouse. advised that he observed
many ASM banners and flags among the group. advised
that this group was met by Sheriff ERillE PEPIiJof the Custer 
County Sheriff's Office, upon which the leaders requested to 
talk with the Custer County State's Attorney. He stated four 
Indian males came from the front of the group and entered the 
Courthouse to speak with-the State's Attorney.

I I advised that shortly after these four Indian £
males went into the-Courthouse, a woman kept coming up to him, 
followed by a majority of the crowd that had gathered. He 
advised that he told tills woman and .the rest of the crowd to 
stand back and that he tried to treason with her; however, she 
kept insisting that her son was inside and had been taken prisoner. 

ladvised that this woman identified herself as| 
continued that this woman was intoxicated;

----------------------------------- 157-1460
_________________________ :__ :__ - •'___ '.________________ ,________15.7^1471____  

15.7-1469_____ .
inter* it'vnd o.n. 2/6/73.__________ „j Custer, South Dakota ' fh. # MP 157-1509< - •-

.______ ■ ‘ . ■' 157-1503,157-1^
SA| Ikao 2/12/73 £7c

. , ..............__________________________ _ ____ \ \ '
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and as she kept talking, the crowd began to1 support her and 
began pushing her toward the three -highway patrolmen stationed 
at the front door of the County Courthouse. | "| stated
that he felt that if the woman was allowed inside the door.
there was the possibility that the crowd tension would relax; 
therefore, he allowed the woman to go into the County Courthouse* 

I "bdvised that in his opinion,I Iwas being
used as a shield by an Indian male, v/ho identified himself as

continued thaq ~~[grabbed [ ~
and himself and started pushing both of them to the bottom of 
the stairs. I [continued that, as he went down to help

|up, someone took his helmet off, took his night stick 
away from him and then he was thrown over the top of an 
automobile. I I continued thatl I came to his aid;
and while Iwas helping him, someone hit him with a chain. 
Then he noticed that someone who was carrying the AIM flag, which 
had a spear-like device on the end of it, was coming at him 
in an attempt to stab him. | ~| stated that he warded off
the flag; however, the spear went through his hand and it then 
hit him on the cheek near the left eye, inflicting a wound in 
the check. J [continued that | [then came back with

[ and he placed! I under arrest for Assaulting
An Officer.

 I "[ said then he took Patrolman I 1 
and |_____________ both South Dakota Highway Patrolmen who had
been injured, to the hospital in Custer, South Dakota 
for treatment of -injuries received. | ~[also advised that
they took I Tin custody and took him to the hospital,
as he was bleeding f ran the head.

I ~| advised that he has two stitches in his foreha-^ 
near the hairline, a bruised arm whore the chain hit him in the arm, 
and a puncture wound in his left hand and a cut underneath the 
left eye.

- 24 -
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I 1 advised that there is no question in his 
wind put that it was| |who assaulted Patrolman
________________ land himself on the steps of the courthouse, 
Custer, South Dakota* I I advised he had no idea who 
it was that picked him up and threw him over the car, as 
there were so many people involved in the demonstration.

b6
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale aS 2/20/73

|| South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, 
with the rank oi | | was interviewed at the headquarters
of the State Highway Patrol, 702 Fast North Street, regarding 
his involvement in the disturbance at the Custer County Court 
House at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6,, 1973.

b6
b7C

statement:
proceeded to give the following

'February 50, 1973.
Rapid City, South Dakota

”1*
statement toL

make the fol 1 owing 
___________ J who

b6
b7C

have identified themselves to me as Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"I am a South Dakota State Highway Patrol
man with the rank of I ~~1 I have been with 
the South Dakota Patrol since I ~I
and am presently stationed at Rapid City, South 
Dakota.

"On February 6, 1973, at approximately 
1430 p.ra., I arrived at the Custer County Court 
House in response to a call for help from the 
Sheriffs Office in Custer, South Dakota, to help 
reinforce their department involving a disturbance 
there. I received a call from I

I that he needed help at the County Court 
House. I then responded there and entered the rear 
entrance of the court house and started down the 
hall toward the front of the court house where I 
saw DSNN1S BANKS breaking out windows in one of 
the side rooms of the court house. I then proceeded 
to the front steps of the court house to help hold 
a crowd back. A lemale was on the steps of the 
court house and she stated that she had to get in 
because h^v two sons were inside, she was told that 
she coulciu't enter and at this time a male grabbed 

— her—by—the-arm^and-hc^statcd~-thai— thoy^vzere—coming--

b6
b7C

2/20/73 0, RapidCity, South Dakota,; SIP 176-87 '

SA
SA

it oed ns 'pre aoI 4c be yowr
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through or they (the police) would have to kill then 
both. At this point'the entire crowd started forward 
and a few canisters of gas were thrown at the crowd 
in an attempt to disperse them. No weapons were 
used during the entire disturbance but night sticks 
were used by me and other officers. I attempted 
to go into the crowd to break them up and I received 
a chain wrap around ny right wrist and I lost my 
night stick and somehow lost ray helmet. I was 
poked in the face With a stick and hit over the 
head with a section of pipe just after losing my 
helmet.

"I was exhibited 60 photographs from 
which I identified the following four individuals 
as being at Custer. South Dakota, on February 6, 
1373: Photo number F I Bennington County
Sheriff’s Office (PCSO). Rapid City. South Dakota. 
This is a photo of| | whom I
observed at the court house but have no information 
regarding his involvement, if any, in the disturbance 
that occurcd that day.

b6
b7C

”PCSO Number 11048 is a photograph of 
RUSSELL C. MEANS, whom I observed in the hallway 
of the Custer County Court House in custody of law 
enforcement officers being removed from the 
building. However, his exact activities on that 
date are not known to r.e.

______"PCSO photo number I is a photograph 
of I____________ ~| I observed ~| scuffling
with law eniorcei.mnt officers on February 6, 1973 
and I believe he had a flag staff in his possession. 
I did not actually observe him strike an officer 
or damage and Property.

b6
b7C

"Minneapolis Police Departr^nt Photo
Number 47315 of DENNIS J. BANKS. I observed BANKS 
on February 6, 1973 breaking out windows inside 
the Custer County Court House with a riot sticky 
similar to the type issued to officers of the

- 27 -
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"PCSO photo number_____
I am almost positive that this As

b6
b7C

the individual who struck ne on the right wrist 
with a length of chain while on'duty at the Custer 
County Court House on February 6, 1973.

"I have read the above statement con
sisting of this and two additional pages and have 
initialed each page and now sign it because it is 
true.

"Witness;

”/s/_____  
_______________ I_____

SA, FBI, Bapid City, 
south Dakota, Febi’uary 20, 1.973.

SA, FBI, Hanid City, South 
Dakota, February 20, 1973."

b6
b7C
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. FEDERAL BUREAU pF INVEVIGATIOH

Dola of tranni‘tpHon__2/JJ/73

" 1 . | ~[ driver for Dixon Brothers, New. - -be
Castle Wyoming oh February; 9,. 1973,' telephonically.furnished b7c 
the * following information: . * . - .

advised that on February 6, 1973, he had ts 
loaded his fuel tank, trailer with fuel oil 'at their, .refinery. b?c 
located in Nev? Castle, Wyoming. He: stated he left New Castle 
Wyoming and .proceeded on'Highway 16, arriving in Custer, • 
South Dakota at approximately 2:30 p;m. .He stated that this . 
is his normal - route from New Castle into. South Dakota to. 
make deliveries into the southern’hills region of South 
Dakota, | ~| advised that as he approached the intersection
near.the Custer County Courthouse, he saw a lot of people 
in the street and it appeared to him that they were demons 
strating. | advised that he reached over and' locked
the passenger‘side'door of the truck and thought that he had 
locked the driver*s side door of the vehicle. He stated 
that he was proceeding -through the main, street of Custer 
at a slow rate of speed as he was approaching a group of 
people that were.-standing in the middle.of the street.

I continued that as he reached the above- , . b6 
described intersection, a bunch of Indians held up their hands b7c 
in a fashion.'signaling him to stop. Since these people., 
refused to move, he was forced to-.stop. | stated that •
after stopping, someone hit the door on the passenger side* . 
and the- man who did the hitting appeared to have fallen down 
to the ground, • About this, time, his; door on his. side of the 
vehicle was opened and one of the demonstrators tried to get 
into' the cab and in -doing- so, tpld him, ’‘drive this damned 
thing up there”, and pointing to a group of law enforcement

:officers near the courthouse.

. I ]advised that this man had on a checkered b6
jacket, was wearing blue pants-.like blue jeans, had long b?c
sideburns, braided hair, and was wearing a headbandjmade cf . 
beads around his head; .He weighed'approximately 175 pounds 
and:was 5* 10” tall. •

... . MP 157-15Q9 ■ -
hta.imd on . 2/9/73 -..t Rapid City, South Dakota 

. . • ’ . ' HP 157-1*60 ■ ■
i.,__________ .SaI ’ to..;_______7.__________ __ .k..,■' b6

t • . -30- ' ’ b7c
Tins document ackhor fitGt&fnpiidQMQrif coacfmicn; oi Jh*» FBk B is properly cf the FBI and looked iw
ti end comen!; ore not £o be dhtnbined outside yew* o^ency7 ■ 'b . _
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I ladvised that about,. 4 or 5 Indians all 
appeared at the driver's side door, However, he recalls , 
that one of theinfcas about 1/2 white, being a big man 
about 200 pounds’, 30- 35 years of age whose hair’was 
brown and cut orderly- and had a shirt-type jacket as. ah ' 
outer garment. This man was mtist persistant that the 
truck was not going anywhere* I stated that he was 
scared and -was afraid' of his life in view, of the action 
taken by the men who attempted to get into the.cab of the 

.truck.

I advised that one of the men in the group 
that initially stopped the truck reminded him of the band 
leader, MITCH MILLER in that his face contained a MITCH 
MILLER-type of beard,

... I I advised that one of the 4 or 5 Indians
who appeared.at his door grabbed his arm and:was trying 
to pull him. out of the cab of the tractor.

I I stated that the man who told him to 
drive up to the.group of law enforcement officers had 
long hair, was in his late 20 *s or early 30's and was 
definitely an Indian.

felt that this group wanted to set 
the tanker on fire, as evident by the fact that after 
he left the Custer area, , he checked the gate valves 
on the tanker and found that tv?b of them were halfway 
open, I I stated that he did not see anyone turn 
these valves and advised that, he would not under the 
circumstances be in a position to observe anyone turning 
on these valves. He did. state that he saw one of the 
Indian, males holding a cigarette lighter, attempting to 
light the lighter.

I Istated that he had loaded the vehicle 
in New Castle, Wyoming and was. on his way to the Stoddar 
Lumber Company in Hi11.City, South Dakota to deliver fuel 
oil to that concern. He said that after being stopped and 
the Indians attempting forcing him out of the cab of the 
tractor, one of the South Dakota highway patrolmen came 
to. his aid and as he approached the tractor, the Indians 
backed away from the/tractor trailer.

threat this po^nt he p^^cnnded 
io. ■ :r> < -. .■ to? ’‘f.u’. J ;
‘ » b ■ -J ' i , .
, p ■ > - .. ~ t ICt Xi x* x i

toward'Hill City,' | (stated that when he came to 
the traffic light bn the main street in Custer, a light 
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colored pickup truck bearing an Oklahoma. license and' 
' being driven by ;a 'single Indian was in front of him and 

.ha blew .the airhorn- at this driver- to get him out of. the . - '
. way so that he.could get out of Custer,,

I ladvised that although he did not see b6
this, he was informed that some of the Indians had b7c
.gotten on top ‘of.the Ranker, and if they woyld have been 
success fill id opening up the covers, could have easily, 
exploded the tanker by igniting it and probably losing 
■their- lives in the ignition of the tank. -

■ I |stated that in the grou^ of 4-5 Indians b6 
who approached the driverrs side of the' door, he noted b7c
that one of the Indian males had a revolver tucked in his 
waistband and' that.this weapon had a wooden handle. He

. stated he did not know what size.or caliber this weapon 
was as he.could only see the .wooden handle,

I 1 concluded that he was.sure that he. b6
could identify - some of the individuals who stopped the b7c
tractor trailer and who attempted to take over the 
tractor and trailer.

-32-
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’ 2/16/73
r Dare of Ircnscrlplton_________ ;___________

furnished the ‘following information: b6
b7C

He is years of age and resides at I I -
, . vJ His telephone number is I

He has’been employed as a truck driver f or Dixon.Brothers. 
IhC. General Trucking, for the past! I He drives a
-serai tanker truck and. hauls light oil products, that is‘diesel. 
'Oil, gasoline^ of, clean of I products. • Some- days he drives to ■ 
•Denyer and comes back the following dayi Some days he makes 
2 trips to South- Dakota.

3

On February 6, 1973, he was ‘ scheduled to haul a 
load of furnace .oil for the Stoddard Lumber Company, which is 

.located 3 miles east of Hill City, South Dakota. He left 
Newcastle, Wyoming, at about Is 40 p.m. and drove to Custer, 

-South Dakota. He was stopped., in front’of the courthouse in . 
Custer, where there was a large group of Indians in the : 
middle of the road. -He had observed this apparent disturbance . 
.about a block before, he arrived there and., reached over and

"locked both doors.< Apparently he had failed to totally lock 
the driver's door. He was traveling alone. .

After he was stopped in front of the courthouse. ? * 
his door'was opened by about three men trying to get into 
the- truck. One man. grabbed him by the arm and said, "You're 
not going anywhere.” • This man was. pushed aside;and another 
man climoedup alongside of. him and said, "Drive iiis son of 
a bitch up there,” pointing toward where a congregation of 
law enforcement was..

1 , I identified a photograph of 1 ~l
as the- man giving. Him this direction. I Iwas apparently ^
pushed out of the truck' and another man. came up and tried to pull 

I ~ , I out of the truck.. I I recalled observing a law 
enforcement officer approachingfrom the front with a riot gun 
or a shotgun about this time, and- he believes the gun was tired 
in the air. . One Indian hung onto his arm* and the door and 
said. "You're icpt going anywhere," -After a brief struggle 

dislodged this pan and got the door closed arid locked.-
. He was able to get the truck .started and drove onto, the inter- 

- section where a pickup, was parked crosswise. He. kept his truck

J Interviewed on. 2/15/73

I SA 
SA

. a Newcastle, doming • * MP 176-87
,rue y - - - -

JmjT. 2ZT6/73

1 document cantoinr uetlher ro«<n:nehdqiio^$ nof tcmdusioni of tho FB1? It is the properly of the FCl und is boned Io yor* 

hrtd Us. contents are nor to be" dHrHbviod outside yc^r ogonty. - . . •

" /
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moving and. the pickup got out of the way. He said “that he . 
had no intention of stopping again until he got nut of Custer, 

| |sdvis.ed that, he .is somewhat confused as to the details .
of what occurred because of the confusing activity and'also ..
'being, frightened. He reviewed a group of photographs of 
.following itidiyidbal^ : ;

1. RUSSELL Go MEAtSS, Pennington Canty SO 
#11048, taken 2/6/73

b6
b7C

2.  
. County SO

3. I
S0|

4. I ~
County SO

5. I 
SO

1 Pennington ■ 
taken 8/25/72 ■ 

Pennington County

b6
b7C

- 6.
SO

sol

________ Pennington 
Ita^en 2/6/73

~V Pennington County 
taken 12/19/67.

I Pennington County 
taken 2/6/73

~~I Pennington County
J, taken ;2/6/73

■ 8

9,.

____  Pennington Courty SO 
taken 3/25/73

L Pennington County.
□ taken 2/6/73 ,

10 I Pennington County SO 
taken 8/31/71

11
SO

12
SO

Pennington County 
taken 2/6/73 /

I Pennington County 
taken 2/6/73•.

Pennington -County

34
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Pennington County
SOI | thke^ 8/18/69 ’

17. | J Pennington County
S0| [. taken 8/18/69

~[ Pennington County 
taken

] Pennington County 
taken 8/6/62

____  Pennington County 
taken 9/27/72 .

21* RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, Hennepin County 
SO #18791, taken 9/9/70 .

22. Iborn I ]
Hennepin County S0| taken 6/16/72 *

23. DENNIS JAMES BANKS, Hennepin County 
SO #16816, taken 9/4/71

was and does

-35-

I I advised the photograph of. DENNIS BANKS, Hermepibe 
County SO #16816, taken 9/4/71, was. one of the men in front of b?c 
the truck which had-caused, him to stop. He., said that BANKS was . 

. standing with his hands-up. in the. air ’’right, under the bulldog*1’ 
• He explained that this was div in .front! of, the truck* | 

identified .a photaaaph oii | _____ | Hennepin
County SO I 1 taken 6/16/72 as .being in. the group around 
the truck. He could, not’be sure where 1 was and does

. not recall any specific activity on| Ipart. I I
identified a photograph of| |as walking around
to the left side of his truck with wnat appeared to beagrenade 
in his hand. He said this may have been a smoke bomb and he 
recalled .that the trigerina device was apparently on the top. - 
He recalled thatl Tthrew this grenade at a.patrolman

. who scanned it no and. threw it Kock toward the left" rear of



MP 157-1509

_______ | could not recall seeing anyone up on the truck b6 
trailer when he was driving away. He advised that one I H b7c 

who operates the Phillips 66 Station at the west 
end ot Custer, near Highways 16 and 385, told hint that there 
were men on the back oi his truck when he started to leave 
Custer.

-36-
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D.t« of trcmcfIptiOA 9/13/73

| Truck Driver, Dixon Brothers,
Incorporated, was contacted at Rapid City, South Dakota, 
and was exhibited two photographs which were taken by

I of Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973. -

The. first photpgraphd depicted a blue and white 
semi-trailer .fuel truck with the driver’s door open and 
numerous individuals- standing on the ground around the 
truck and several individuals standing near or in the 
driver’s door. The second photograph depicted a blue and . 
white semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver’s- door open 
and one individual in a brown.. checkered coat and, tan pants 
standing on the ground near the open door of the truck.

I 1stated that these photographs were photo
graphs of the 1957 Mack truck and trailer which he was 
driving through Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973. 

[further stated the photogr^p hs depicted the'incident 
in which his truck was stopped and several individuals 
attempted to take over his truck.

I advised that due to lack of clarity in 
photograph one, he could not identify anyone. I 1 
stated that the individual in the brown checkered coat in 
photograph two had grabbed his hand and tried to pull him 
from the truck toward the end of the incident.

I Iwas exhibited photographs of the following 
individuals and was unable to affect any identifications:

RUSSELL MEANS

MP 70-6882
, , 9/8/73 ot Rapid City, South Dakota^.# MP 176-139

;Dqif t. ,, — 1 _ L ___ _

Thh total A«sibtr II B cl tVe’ffii B 1$ yOv*

E »rs Adt f? bf 3 ycvr
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FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION

Dala j,f transcription

• - I I Trooper, South Dakota Stat-P Highway
Patrol, Sturgis, South Dako t a, | |years' of-age, I
who has, been a .trooper for | 1 provided the following
information- concerning the disturbance at:Custer, .. South Dakota, 
on February 6, 1973; involving members of the American Indian 
Movement: ______ .

Trooper I I was on routine patrol west of CUster. 
South Dakota, .on February 6r 1973, accompanied by | ~|
L ■■ -I South Dakota Highway. Patrol, Belle Fourche. South
Dakota, when -he received a-radio call from I ~l DCI,
advising that there was trouble at the Custer Court House.

I __I arrived behind the Custer Court
House at approximately 2:00 p.m., February 6, 1973, and 
observed law enforcement officers were going in the back door 

. of the court house wearing helmets. I I took a riot stick, 
from a Deputy Sheriff who was standing .at the back door and 
entered the Court House at the time officers were removing South 

.Dakota Highway. Patrol Officei| | in a badly injured condition.

Upon entering the Court House, Trooperf I heard b6
the "sounds of. battle. [ I went to the front of the Court b7c
House and observed an- Indian fighting with a law enforcement 
officer. The Indian had a chain and^was about to strike the 
officer. I I struck the Indian with his riot stick and.the 
Indian fell to the floor, appearing to be unconscious. | 
was unable to recognize the law enforcement officer because he 
was wearing a face riot shield. I I stated he would be able 
to recogrizea photograph of the Indian he struck with the riot 
stick. ...

■Mace was then used by the law enforcement officers 
present to clear the court house. All the Indian present exited 
the court house.through the front door but Mr. BANKS wnnt in the
doorway to the States Attorney’s Office, As[ approached th 
door BANKS swung a-chair through the door opening. striking| 
on the back. The chair‘ hit| |cn the back,! as I saw the

. chair coming and turned a’.ray to protect himself. ( 
outside the door for a moment and when BANKS did not come out-

saw the
waited

I entered the room And discovered BANKS had apparently 
crawled out the office window.

b6
b7C

. 2/16/73 ^tiirgis, South Dakota FIk#MP 176-87- < V

SA and. bS
SA t-r t . v b7c

This docutnenr tcnitoiiH rbollh»r '■^tniiimcnrfoiions noi cortduiions 

il oori ib conb>ot$ <<>? no1 Ip bo diMrihuleic QUlsidc ynwr U{CviKY>

thb F properly oi FBI clod iv
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At this point, 6 or 7 law enforcement officers went 
out on the front steps of the court house to prevent the 
Indians from entering the building again. 'The Indians were 
throwing objects at the officers and shouting obsenities at them.

I I emerged from the crowd at the
foot of the dups and started tugging at South Dakota I I 
Highway Patrolman I I Hot Springs, South Dakota.
She yelled at I Isubstantially as follows: ”Go ahead
you sons of bitches kill me; you've killed my son.” I | 
tried to calm "her down, but two Indian men dragged him down the 
steps into the crowd and began to beat him.

  I South Dakota Highway 
Patrol, Rapid city, went to| [assistance. I Iwas
then able to escape, however.I Icould not get away and 

I I struck I I with a piece of metal pipe.
then stmckj | with his riot stick, dazing him

ana causing I Ito drop the pipe. The crowd of Indians
then backed away from f 1 revealing that I I was cut and 
had lost some of his official equipment. I I was removed 
from the scene and I I arrested! 1* charging him
orally with assault of an officer. I TEHen advised | 

I jof his rights and at this time they were photographed 
by a ' Rapid City Journal’* photographer.

b6
b7C

All the law enforcement officers present then began 
to arrest everyone that was milling around in the street by 
the Court House who were believed responsible for the riot that 
had taken place. At this point the Chamber of Commerce 
Building was already burning and the Bulk Plant had been 
torched and then that fire extinguished.

I [identified several photographs of Indians bS
displayed to him by | ~| at Hot Springs> b7'
South Dakota, as being present at Custer during the riot on 
February 6, 1^73.

-40-
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DqI* of transcription,

..................  South Dakota State Patrolman, assigneb6
to Sturgis, South Dakota, furnished the following signed b7c

t statement to I I who
’ identified themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, concerning his involvement in the disturbances * 
in Custer, South Dakota on February 6, 1973:

**2/20/73

'll________
;tatement to [

Imake the -following b6
b7C

Special Agents of the FBI,

"I am a South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, 
serving in that capacity sincel I On
February 6, 1973,,I was on Highwav 16 west or Custer, 
South pakota, with I , ] At approximately
1:30 p.m., we were directed by radio to respond to,the 
Custer County Court House. I7e pulled in behind the 
Court House, where I put on my helmet, and proceeded 
into the Court House. As I entered, [ Iwas
coming out of the building, and was bleeding profusely ' 
from the head. I then grabbed a riot club from one of 
the deputy sheriff’s, and went to the assistance of my 
fellow officers who were being assaulted.' While in 
front of the Court House I observed I I
assault ____________  

I ]grappling with l~ 
addition, I observed I 
with Highway Patrol Officer 
DENNIS J. Banks, and I 
of the hallway.

and [

] a state trooper. In
Ifighting

also in the immediate area.

"After we were able to clear the Court House, 
I did observe several Indians stop a gasdline tank, at 
the intersection at the southwest corner lof the court 
house. They were attempting to remove the driver of the 
truck. Trooper I ]fired tear gas round under the
truck and it dispersed the Indians. I cannot identify any b7c 
of the Indians who stopped the truck.

Rapid
.City ' 7, South Dakota MP 157-1509

SA

2/20/73

Js

Jhn coAToiAs Apr of H is .of U tooled to yt>v*
it Oltd Pi Api rp b« dist*»bvt*4 yov* ।

, , ‘*4 ■

b6
b7C
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this and 
true and

”1 have read the above statement consisting of 
one additional page, and sign it because it is 
correct.

SDHP b6
b7C

'Witnessed:
Special Agent, FBI, Mpls, 2/20/73.”

-42- & -43-
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FD-303 (R£V. 11-17-^0).

Dot* ©f froAicrfpt»oA 8/30/73

______ rPatrolman, ’South Dakota Highway 
Patrol, Rapid City, South Dakota, address I I
I | was interviewed and advised
that on February 6, 1973, he was on duty in Custer, South 
Dakota, during the civil disorder.

I |advised that after the Court House was set 
on fire, ne and SeVdfal other patrolmen were stationed on 
the west side of the Court House. I I stated he observed . 
a semi-trailer tank truck being stopped by several Indian, 
males at the intersection on the Main Street, southwest of 
the Court House. He stated he then observed an Indian male 
in a blue parka on the running board on the driver’s side 
of the truck. | [stated the driver s door w^s open but 
he did not see who opened the door. ladvised the

, "Indian male on the running board appeared to be struggling 
with the driver. He stated at one time during this 
struggling he thought he observed an Indian in the driver’s 
seat.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

| ladvised at this point Patrolman I I fired b6 
a tear gas -projectile underneath the truck and the Indians b7c 
got away from the truck.

I |stated that during the incident, he did not b6 
know the identity of the Indian male in the blue parka who b7 
was on the running board of the truck. He advised that 
subsequent to the incident; he has had occasion to have 
personal contact and observe photographs of'this Indian 
male and| stated the Indian male* who was on the running 
board on the truck on February 6, 1973, at Custer, South Dakota, 
is an individual he now knows as DENNIS BANKS.

£onth_ Dakota. MP176-139

bS
b7C

-44-
ThU tAdo(©AckskAs ©V th* F£l. 11 H (h* property of th* F$! Is tooled !© yov* C£*ACy;
• ©nd if* CCAUftts or* AOI I© b* ©0s»d* y©vf ©Q*A{y(



Ooi* <4 tramoipttonEebyuary- 28^1974

observedOn February 15, 1974, Patrolman
a group of six photographs and identified;one of the photographs as 

I He initialed and dated the five photographs in 
the group which he could not identify and signed his signature and 
dated the back of the photograph of ___________________ He furnished
the following 'information concerning 

b6
b7C

He observed 
tation on February 6, 
a stick of some kind, 
of the action all of

at Custar daring the confron- 
1973. and believes that I [was holding
He advised that| was in the .forefront

the ticie and specifically remembers that he was

b6
b7C

standing near the Custer Courthouse at the time that a Model .870 
Remington shotgun was taken from a Custer County Sheriff*s Car .at which
time the American Indian Movement participaters formed a scrimmage line 
in front of the Law Enforcement Office. was in thd
above line, very close to the Indian who was holding the'shotgun.

hHr.iew.d oa 2/15/74 ot . Sturgis, $puthLDakota________ fik # MP 176-140 *

t , a- i-T L....—- . , . ■ , . . ; ■ ll.TD J „ _ k6
~ ’ ............ b7C

-45-
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Dale of t/ameriotoftF^btUary 20, 1973

On February’20, 1973, PatrolmanI I b6
South Dakota Highway Patrol, was interviewed at Highway b7'
Patrol Headquarters at Rapid City, South Dakota, and provided 
the following information:

said he is|lyears of age and has been on 
the Highway - Patrol for a, period of I I having been
assigned in | | Prior to this date, he was employed as a
police officer on the Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Police 
Department.

On February 6, 1973,’while on duty at the Custer, 
South Dakota, Court House, his unit was called temporarily 
away from the courthouse on1 a disturbance call at the Gambles 
Clothing Store. According; to| | he and eight other b6
highway patrolmen left the area or tne courthouse and proceeded b7c 
to go to the Gambles Store, which call turned out to have been 
a hoax as no looting was taking place. He returned to the 
area of the courthouse at which time an altercation between 
police officers and Indians had already taken place. According 
tol I he and the other men with him we.nt in the back door
of the courthouse and proceeded to force the remaining Indians 
out of the courthouse itself.

I Iadvised that he was .not personally assaulted bS 
and that he did not actually witness any assaults on highway b7c 
patrol officers in that he and another officer, Patrolman

I were in the process of taking an Indian out of the 
courthouse to the rear.

________further stated that he thought this Indian 
to be one RUSSELL MEANS, Pennington County Sheriff’s Office 
number 11048, who might be the individual that he and Officer 

I I picked up from the courthouse and. removed to- the rear.

b6
b7C

‘Officer could not make a positive identification
of MEANS but advisea that a civilian who was present during the 
altercation told him, meaningl later that he, meaning
the civilian, saw| land Officer I I pick up RUSSELL MEANS 
and take him out of the courthouse into the rear.

b6
b7C

taler viewed qa, February 20, 19 7,3 Rap id Qi ty, S puth Dakota „ * MP 176-87 ' .
__________________________________ _________________________ _________________________ - “■■ ■'

SA bS
’ ------- M JiJR ’ / * 1—b7C

J - 1 • I J. * . , , ‘ - J
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further advised that he wished to make known be 
that he and several other Highway Patrol Officers were b7c 
witnesses to the following incident.

A gasoline tank truck, he thought to, be Dixon 
Brothers, blue dad white in cdlor, was stopped by a group

further stated
of Indians who attempted to assault the driver, take over 
the vehicle and open the gas .tanks. I further stated
that he noticed other Indians milling around the truck but___  
they were dispersed by a Highway Patrol Officer named]_____ 
who fired a tear gas projectile in their direction. He said 
he could identify the individual wo attempted to assault the

b6
b7C

driver as one DENNIS J, BANKS, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
Police Department number 47315, and! [stated he was 
positive of the identification of BANKS in that he had noticed 
BANKS walking up and down prior to the incident wearing conspicuous 
clothing. [ I stated tnatl [could positively
identify the individual ih' the trhck.

In conclusion, | [stated he could not identify be 
any of the individuals in the photographs in that he was not b7c 
at the courthouse proper during the confrontation.

- 47 -



‘ r^02W. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dq!* of kaAscription 2/20/73

'I ____________  South Dakota Highway Patrolman,
furnished the following statement regarding his involvement 
in the disturbance at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 
1973:

. b6 
-b7C

‘’February 20, 1973

"I, I I make the following
voluntary statement to] | and

I who have identified’ themselves 
to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. I am a South Dakota State Highway 
Patrolman. stationed at Rapid City, Sbuth Dakota,1 
since| ]

b6
b7C

”0n February 6, 1973, I was about five 
miles west of Custer, South Dakota, on Highway 16 
with Trooper| I At approximately 1:30
p.ra. we were directed by radio to proceed to the 
Custer County Court House. We were the second 
unit to arrive on the scene, and we parked in 
back of the court house, went inside, and upstairs. 
A crowd had gathered, but at this point had not 
attempted to enter the building. Several minutes 
later, I looked out back and observed several 
more Highway Patrol vehicles, so we went down 
stairs where the Captain followed us up and we 
re-entered the lobby of the court house. As 
we entered, I heard glass breaking, and observed 
the Indians begin to assault the highway patrol
man on the front line. With all of the confusion, 
I am unable to identify any of the Indians involved 
in the fighting in the court house.

'After the court house was, cleared, T 
observed DENNIS’ BANKS stop a gasoline tanker 
truck in the intersection Just southwest of the 
court house. He got up on the running board of 
the truck and appeared to be talking to the driver. 
The driver started to get out of the truck, and

b6
b7C

tM«r viewed Ow,
.2/20/73 Ra:/id City, South Dakota MP176-87- 
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b6
b7C
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Trooper |______ Kired. a tear gas round under the
truck, which dispursed., several Indians. Some 
of then remained around the, truck, so several 
shots were fired in the air by troopers, which 
dispursed the rest of the Indians.

b6
b7C

"Although I did not see any of then 
strike any blows. I did observe RUSSELL MEANS, 

~lin the ‘area of 
the court house during the altercation.

b6
b7C

"I have read the above statement 
consisting of this.and one additional page and 
signed it because it is true and correct.

"/s/ February
20, 1973

b6
b7C

’’Witnessed:

"Witnessed:

_______________________ Special Agent, 
FBI, Minneapolis, February 20, 1973.

__________________ FBI, Minneapolis
Minnesota, February 20, 1973."

49 - & -50-



3C! !«V, i 1^7-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU GF INVESTIGATION

OqTep! .February 28. 1974

On February 14, 1974,__________________^_| Patrolman,
South Dakota Highway Patrol, observed a group of six photographs 
and identified a photograph of as having been
at Custer, South Dakota, during the confrontation which occurred 
on February 6, 1973. ~|advised thatl Iwas in the
American Indian Movement crowd running around before the initial

b6 ’ 
b7C

confrontation and specifically remembers seeing him in Judy's 
Restaurant with two other Indians. advised that he .is not
sure if | |was arraed or not.

| 1 initialed the back of the five photographs which b6
he could not identify and signed his signature to the back of the b7c
photograph of|

(,'>??» I,wsd 2/14/74 B1 Rapid Cj ty, ^South.Dakota_.MP-,.176-140

■ VSN/an i. . . .. Dota dkHtad
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FO-3Wf8EV.H-27.7C)

Doi. of February  ̂9 ,1973

_Patrolman, South Dakota Highway Patrol, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, upon interview advised the following 
information:

b6
b7C

On February 6, 1973, he was assigned to the interior 
of the Custer County Court House, located in Custer, South 
Dakota, to assure* that no harm would come to the South Dakota 
State's attorneys who were in an office and about to meet with 
representatives of the American Indian Movement who had 
gathered outside the court house building. I ladvised that b6 
approximately four members of the American Indian Movement b7c
were allowed inside the door of the court house and went into 
the office where the state's attorney had set up an office to 
have a conference with the American Indian Movement leaders.

I said that the next thing he knew, the front door of the 
court house was forced open by the group of Indians who were 
on the outside of the building and some Indian, whom he described 
as being in dark-colored pants and matching jacket wearing 
long braids and a feather and having a buckskin jacket on, 
said, "Get them." I Istated then the crowd came inside the 
court house, knocked him down, and when he tried to get up 
he was hit with a night stick. | ]stated that the night
stick is similar to those insued to the highway patrolmen and 
he felt the night_ stick had been taken away from one of hi.q 
fellow patrolmen on the outside of the court, house. 1 I 
advised that someone swung at him with a heavy weapon which 
dented his protective helmet and then while he was down, he 
was kicked and stomped receiving bruises about his body.

advised that BANKS, during the demonstration, be 
stopped a large gasoline £uel tanker belonging to RUAN’s b7c
and tried to pull the driver out of the cab of the tractor.

|advised that patrolmen from the South Dakota Bighway 
tatrol came to the aid and got the tanker out of Custer, 
South Dakota. He advised this incident occurred approximately 
one block from the front entrance of the court house. 1 |
advised that this tanker came from New Castle, Wyoming, and 
as a result of this, they ordered all other tankers to remain 
in New Castle until after the demonstration was over.

February  6,  1973.a1. Custer, South Dakota   Fi!« a MP 157-1509" " -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

M-2MCr)

Dqte of trofisCriprloo
2/24/73

| State Highway Patrolman assigned to the Rapid 
City area since furnished the following signed statement 
regarding his involvement in the disturbance at Custer, South 
Dakota, on February 6, 1973:

b6
b7C

"February 21, 1973
Rapid City, S. Dakota

"1,1 ~| Patrolman for the South
Dakota Highway Patrol, have been provided a 
group of 60 photographs by I ~~I and

J who have identified themselves to 
me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. I have been a Patrolman since 

[assigned to the Rapid City, South Dakota 
area.

b6

- "From the photos shown to me I can provide 
the following information regarding incidents that 
occurred at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 
1973, Pennington County Sheriff's Office (PCSO) 
photograph number 11048 of RUSSELL C. MEANS who 
I saw come out of the States Attorneys Office in 
the Custer County Courthouse (CCCH) just before 
the melee broke out and he went to the front door 
of the CCCH and he told the Indians in front of 
the CCCH "Everybody in." He then came back inside 

file court house swinging with the rest of the Indians. 
PCSO photograph numberI 1 who
I noticed in the crowd of Indians at the CCCH who 
was involved in the general beating and destruction 
I can recall no specific incident in which| 
was involved. Minneapolis, Minnesota Police Depart- 
ment photograph number 47315 of DENNIS J. BANKS 
who I saw inside the States Attorneys Office at the 
CCCH just before the melee broke out and I again 
saw him in front of the CCCH attempting to drag 
the driver of a Ruan Transport gasoline truck out 
of the cab after a group of Indians had stopped the 
truck.

b6

.. . . 2/21/73 Rapid City, South Dakota .MP 176-87- 't _ . __r, - a.. - . _____ <2_____ __ ______ . FliA #
SA|Hand

„ SA n , 2/24/7.3by__Dote dictated ■ ___ _ . ..
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”1 have read the above statement consisting of this 
and one other page and I have initialed each page; and 
now sign it because it is true. j

| 1 SA, FBI, Rapid City, SU 2/21/73
| ISA, FBI, Rapid City, S.D. 2/21/73
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' ■■■ ■" S&NI3 PEPPIN, Sheriff-, Custer County, SouthDakota,
’ during interview -of • September’ 8, 1973 identif led? DENNIS BANKS . 
as being on thS running board'of the^ truck. This interview is’ 

.. . reported earAiOr in this report under. >t^e heading ’Ttersons 
Ideht ify ing. BANKS as Act ing i n leadership Capac ity During: Biot 

.at Custer,. South Dakota^- ' . ' .

-r55



F0-302 (KEV. 11-27-70)

- , FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

■ Dau ©f to n February21, 19 7

I South Dakota State Highway b6
Patrolman.! I District 5, Rapid City, South Dakota, b7'
furnished the following signed statement to| |
and | ~|who identified themselves as Special
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning his 
involvement in the disturbances at Custer, South Dakota, on 
February 6, 1973.

"2/20/73

"I. I 
voluntary statement to

I make the following 
}and

b6
b7C

"I am a South Dakota State Highway 
Patrolman serving in that capacity for |

"On February 6, 1973 I was to the Custer 
S. D. area as a support unit for the local law 
enforcement officers because of rumors of impending 
trouble with AIM. I Was accompanied by| I
Trooper, and we arrived in Custer about 1:30 am 
on February 6, 1973. I stayed at U. S. 385 
South of Custer until approximately 1:30 pm on 
February 6, 1973 when we were called by radio to - 
the Custer County Court House.

"Upon arriving at the Court House I 
proceeded to enter the rear entrance of the Court 
House. At that time there' was a group of Indians 
entering from the front. I proceeded to the 
lobby area and attempted to move the people 
back out of the court house. Several fights broke 
out. Indians were wielding chairs, pipes, sticks 
and other items. One Indian was using a chain.

"I observed! Ibeing
assaulted by I whom I later,
identified at the arraignment the next day at

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

February 20, 1973 Rapid^glty, South Dakota MP.176-87

Februrrv
ba
b7C
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Custer County Sheriff^ Office.

”1 also observed RUSSELL MEANS 
involved in the fighting inside the Court House.

“At about the time the confrontation had been, 
in progress for several minutes some gas and mace was dipersed 
the crowd was forced back out of the court house and into 
the Street.

"I then left through the rear exit and 
■returned to my car. At that time a picked up my riot 
gun which was loaded number 9 shot and went to the 
West side of the court House where I observed the 
firetrucks moving in an attempt to put out the fire 
in the court House. I saw several unknown individuals 
throw gas bombs at the firetrucks which did not 
explode. I also saw numerous unknown individuals 
filling gas containers at the Texaco Gas Station at 
the Southwest corner of the intersection.

"I then saw a fuel tanker semi-trailer 
truck stopped in the intersection southwest of the *
court House. Several unknown individuals were climbing 
on the tanker and were trying to remove the driver.
At that point one of our officers fired at 37 mm gas 
projectile which exploded directly under the truck and 
several of the individuals were dispersed. There 
were several individuals on the cab so I fired three 
rounds into the air and the remainder jumped off the 
tanker and headed in a southerly direction. At 
that time a saw one Indian male running carrying a 
large type firearm, rifle or shotgun, possibly taken from one 
of the Sheriffs cars.

”1 have viewed approximately 50 photographs 
at which time I positively have identified RUSSELL MEANS 
as taking part in the fighting inside the Court House. 
I have also identified! H Pennington County b
Sheriff's Office numberT I b

I male. Pennington County Sheriffs Office number 
' I as being present at the Court House in Custer 

’Scut'.. ' 1 ’-bruary ,, 1973.
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”1 have read the above signed' statement 
consisting of four pages and they are true and correct.

’7s/ b6
b7C

Witnesses: I I Special Agent, FBI, Mils, Minn 2/20/73
,"/s/

Special Agent, F.B.I. Mpls,
Minn. 2/20/73."------------
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dot* of t/on«r)pfFoo 8/30/73

I I South Dakota. Highway be
Patrol, Rapid City, South Dakota, was interviewed and b?c
advised that on February 6, 1973, he was in Custer, South
Dakota, supporting local law enforcement officers during’ 
the civil disorder.

[advised that after the Indians had 
broken into the Court House and after the fire had been 
started an the Court House, he and several of his patrolmen 
were stationed on the west side of the Court House.

stated he observed a■semi-trailer tank truck 
coming dovm the Main Street in Custer heading east.

stated the truck was stopped at the intersection 
sduthwe'st of the Court House by a group of Indians.
_______  advised about two or three Indians were involved 
in stopping the truck while a larger group of Indians stood 
to the side.

1 ~~"[stated that he observed an individual be
on the driver's side running board of the truck who he stated b7c 
he could positively identify as DENNIS BANKS.
stated the'cab door on the driver's side was open and It 
appeared as if BANKS was attempting to remove the driver 
from the truck.

_______ I________ | stated he then instructed Trooped b6 
to fire a tear gas projectile underneath the tank b7c

truck. He stated|~ |fired the tear gas and the pro
jectile -slid-dniznth^street underneath the cab of the 
truck. I [advised as the tear gas went up around
the truck, the Indians began to exit the area. | 
stated that he then fired several shots into the air and he 
and his men began advancing toward the truck.

[ [stated all the Indians then began moving be
south and he motioned for the truck to start moving. b7c
Ke stated the truck exited Custer heading east on 'Main 
Street.

I ]stated he did not see anyone on the trailer
nor could he identify anyone involved in the incident other

, 8/22/73 Rapid City, South Dakota;*. * MP 176-139.^/j;

-55d
This 4oCv*eM coAto Vn Aether otommtAJot?OA$ no* coftCkiToM of The * H »he of the CaJ k tooled Jo yov'

* ore not to be J'StfibvUJ cvHtfe yOvf ,



F04« (REV, 11-27-701 . X

FEOERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dot* of tromcrlpUoA 8/2/73

I ............... I South Dakota Highway
Patrol, assigned Sapid City, South Dakota, subsequent to the 
identification of this interviewing Agent, furnished the follow
ing information:

I nadvised that he was personally present at the 
Ulster County Court House during the occupation on February 6, 
1973, [ ~ladvised that he personally assisted Patrolman 

land Patrolman I 1 both of the South
Dakota Highway Patrol, with the arrest of RUSSELL MEANS, 

Twent on to say that he was with I_____  land
observed I I physically place RUSSELL MEANS in custody on 
the main floor inside the Custer County Court House. Custer, 
South Dakota. I I stated asi were attempting
to restrain MEANSI lasked him personally for a pair of hand
cuff s to which I Igavel Ihis personal handcuffs,

ladvisedl I placed the handcuffs on RUSSELL MEANS and 
bothl Tphysically removed MEANS via the rear door
of the Court House to the designated custody area.

I ~~I advised that he has observed several photo- b6
graphs from the news media of RUSSELL MEANS prior to the occupatiobvc 
of the Custer County Court House on February 6, 1973. I 
advised that he could identify RUSSEXX MEINS* photograph at a 
later date if necessary and in addition, stated he could identify 
a photograph of RUSSELL MEANS if displayed to him. A photograph 
of RIG SELL MEANS was subsequently displayed tol I to which
he identified as RUSSELL MEANS the same individual as taken into 
custody by Patrolmenl ~lat the Custer County
Court House, Ulster, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973.

..........a. 8/1/73 M Rapid City, South Dakota , MP 70-6882

b6
b7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of tronsccIpHoa 2/15/73

Special Agent] land Agent
| ~~| South Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation,
took 10/photographs' of the confrontation involving 
approximately 200 members of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6 and 7, 1973. 
The photographs were taken between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
6 n.m. on February 6, 1973, and during the morning hours of 
February 7, 1973. The vantage point for the photographs 
depicting the arrival of the Indians in Custer and of the 
actual fighting in the courthouse and in front of the 
courthouse was the right front window on the second floor 
of the Custer County Court House* The vantage points for 
the photographs depicting the burning of the Chamber of 
Commerce^building and of the damage to other buildings 
caused by the rioting were in the vicinity of the courthouse. 
The photos depicting the damage caused by the rioting were 
taken at approximately 10 a.m. February 2, 1973, by Agent

b6
b7C

„ Special Agent ]~ I used a Top Con 35 millimeter 
reflex camera using a small telephoto lense. The exposed 
film taken by .WMal Agent! land Agent I I
was turned over to|___________________ | South Dakota Division
of Criminal Investigation, for developing on February 7, 
1973.

b6
b7C

Of the 107 photos taken, 27 photos have been 
selected as those depicting the events of the confrontation 
in the most detailed manner. These 27 photos follow in 
sequential order. The first photo was taken at approximately 
1:45 p«m., February 6, 1973. Photos 1 through 6 depict 
the arrival of the Indians at the Custer County Court 
House. Photo number 7 depicts PHSSELL MEANS motioning 
towards the courthouse moments before a fight broke out in 
the courthouse hall. This took place at approximately 
2:10 p.m. Photos 8 and 9 depict Indians forming for the 
second time on the courthouse steps immediately after 
MEANS motioned them there in order to storm through the 
front door of the courthouse. .Photo^number 10 depicts 
the scene in the courthouse hall just after the initial

■—— ....................... .........., |

2/6 and.7/7,3 ci.,Custcr>. Sonth Dakota * MP 176-87 ;
pK ।

SA , sksj rr, aoiMed — 9/9/73 ;
b7C 
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fight in the hall. Photos 11 through 14 depict the fight 
between Indians and members.of the South Dakota Highway 
Patrol. This took place at approximately 2:25 p.m. Photos 
15 and 16 depict the scene on the courthouse steps moments 
after the fight between the patrolmen and the Indians at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. Photo 17 depicts the Chamber of 
Commerce building burning at approximately 2:50 p.m. The 
remaining photos were taken the morning of February 7, 
1973. Photos 18 through 20 depict the courthouse that 
next morning. Photo 21 depicts a can of charcoal lighter 
fluid the contents of which were used to fuel the fire
in the courthouse. Photo 22 depicts the burned Chamber 
of Commerce building. Photos 23 through 25 depict the 
Texaco Station which was partially damaged. Photos 26 
and 27 depict the Custer County Sheriff vehicles, which 
were severely damaged. Photos 1 through 9 were taken by 
Special Agentl land photos 10 through 27 were taken 
by |

- 58 -
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agentl lat Rapid City, South Dakota,
on /vugust 22, 1973:

b6
b7C

A review was conducted of the FBI files at Rapid 
City, South Dakota, and it was determined that photographs 
of the incident at Custer. South Dakota, on February 6, 
1973. 'were taken by| Special Agent, FBI, and

I Agent, South Dakota Division of Criminal 
Investigation,. Pierre, South Dakota. These photographs 
were examined and it was determined that there '/ere no 
photographs taken ,of the attempt to stop the fuel truck.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of IronKrlption, '8/30/73

|Custer, South 
Dakota, was contacted ana I laavised that on February
6, 1973, during the civil disorder at Custer, South Dakota, 
she was taking photographs of the incident.

b6

I ~~| exhibited numerous prints of the incident 
and it was noted that two of the prints depicted a blue and 
white semi-trailer truck with the door open. I ~| 
stated she took these two photographs sometime during the 

. incident on> the main street of Custer. She stated the Court ’ 
, House was already burning when she took the photographs of■ 

the truck.

I _____ Istated.she observed several individuals 
stop the truck on the main street. She advised at first 
she* thought the truck might run over the individuals who 
were standing in front of it. | Istated after the
truck was stopped, she thought it might be set on fire and 
that is why she started photographing the incident.

I I advised she could not identify anyone
in the two photographs of the truck. She advised she could 
not specifically recall which of the two photographs was 
taken first. The negatives were examined and it was noted 
that the negative depicting the truck with numerous 
individuals around it and an individual wearing a blue coat 
in the door of the truck was numbered 7-7A and the negative 
depicting the truck with one individual in a brown checkered 
coat standing on the ground near the open door of the 
truck was numbered 8-8A.

bfi

b6

__________Ifumished 27 negatives of the photo
graphs which she took on February 6, 1973.

g/22/73 ei Custer, South Dakota —._ME_IZfeU2s

b6

Co ’ c tT d______ 8Z25Z23. b6
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The photographs referred to by I_  I
are shown on the following page. ERNIE PEPIN, .Sheriff, 
Custer County, in interview of September 8, 197.3., 
(page 16-A, supra) identified BANKS .as a person shown 
in photograph # 1. This is the top photograph on the 
following page.

b6
b7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dot. 9/12/73

I I Special Agent, Federal Bureau
.. of Investigation, Rapid City, South Dakota, advised that 

on February 6, 1973, he was at the civil disorder in 
Custer,jSouth Dakota. | ladvised that two caravans
of Indians left Rapid City en route to Custer, South Dakota. 
at approximately 11:00 a.m. on February 6, 1973. I F
stated Jie did not have any information as to the number 
of individuals involved in the caravans.

b6 
■ b7C

I ~| further advised that during the afternoon be 
of February b, 19/3, after the Court House had been . b7c
abandoned and was burning, he was sitting in his car on 
Main Street in Custer, west of the Court House. | ~
advised that he observed the semi-trailer tank truck being 
stopped.on Main Street, three-fourths of a block east of 
his position. I stated the, truck came in from the
west.and was stopped by several in'diviuiiala—Ln_the inter
section southwest of the Court House. | ~~stated he
could not identify anyone involved in the incident.

__________ Istated that shortly after the truck was be 
stopped, he observed a male climb up the ladder on the back b?c
of the truck. He stated this was the only individual he 
observed on the truck. | Istated some tear gas was
then fired under the truck and everyone fled the area.
He stated the truck then drove out of Custer going in an 
easterly direction.

4 Rapid City, South Dakota pa, t MP 176- 139~Z^
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* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dol* of trdnjcf ipt&n 2/21/73

PatrolmanI ] South Dakota Highway Patrol, *j 
was interviewed at Patrol Headquarters, Rapid City, South Dakota, ’■ 
and furnished the following information:

He isI [years of age having been assigned to the - k 

Highway Patrol for a period of -j

On February 6, 1973, he was assigned to a patrol car.. 
with Officeri 1 the patrol consisting of the territory 
between Custer and Crazy Horse, South Dakota. After returning ; 
to the unit from lunch, he received a radio report that an
Indian caravan of 18 automobiles was proceeding from Rapid City 
in the direction of Hill City, South Dakota. | [advised
that a local patrol unit from the Rapid City area was following 
the caravan at the time. Patrolmanf |advised he and
_____ moved their patrol unit from the side of the road and 

. proceeded to take license numbers from the cars in the caravan 
as they passed them. I ~lthen advised they followed the
caravan as it proceeded towards Hill City. Outside Hill City 
the Indians set a covered wagon on fire in the middle of the 
highway and proceeded to roll it down the hill. He stated at 
this time he and I I using the public address system on 
their patrol unit advised the Indians to move on, which they 
did and at that time he and Patrolmanl I moved the wagon 
from the road. He stated they then contacted Rapid City by 
radio, advised them of the situation, and requested instructions.

_________|said at this time they were advised not to 
go into Custer but to maintain their status outside Hill City. 
A short time later, they received radio instructions to move 
into Custer which they did and upon arriving there, noted bands 
of Indians moving about the street. They proceeded to the back 
of the court house and were joined by other members of the

1 Highway Patrol, at which time they received instructions to 
? move to the Gamble Store located a short distance down the 
< street of the court house, which according to their ins true t i ons,,,, 

was in the process of being looted. They then went to the 
lamble Store and found the situation to be a hoax and returned
o the court house to find an altercation in progress. I ~I
ivised that he and other patrolmen were advised by their

'*4 2/20/73 A, Rapid City, South Dakota # SIP 157-1509
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SA
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MP 157-1509

superiors to enter the court house through the rear door to 
assist the patrolmen who were in the court house at that time. 
He,I I said he was posted approximately in the middle -
of the troop of highway patrolmen who entered at the rear of 
the court house and before he had left, at the door a I 

I Icame reeling back through the door bleeding profusely.
He then entered the building, moved through the corridor to

b6
b7C

the front door, and began to assist two other highway patrol- 
frommen who were attempting to remove a 

the front steps. I was seen bv[
strike one of the officers by the name of

to
J While

attempting to assist other officers, he was hit with tear 
• gas and a huge chunk of rock struck his front fac6 plate.

"[advised he could not identify any of his attackers 
due to the confusion. He then further advised he moved back 
through the court house to the rear of the building and outside 
at which time he saw a number of Indians at a Texaco Station 
located diagonally across the street of the court house 
attempting to get gasoline from the pumps,.

Hat this time was shown copies of photographs 
of Indians who have been arrested in the Rapid City area but 
could not identify any of them as his attackers.

b6
b7C

“ 6 6“
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- . ... FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o«t»offrajurrinttow February 20. 1974

| | Patrolman, South Dakota'-Highway Patrol, b6
advised that on the afternoon of February 6, 1974, he stopped a b7c
1974 white vinyl over blue Chevrolet on South Dakota Highway 
Route 44 approximately one and one half miles west of the Rapid 
City Regional Airport. There were no license plates displayed on 
the vehicle, but he determined that paper duplicate-tags numbered 
2-43548 had been issued to the vehicle and they were in the car.

___________ The driver of the vehicle identified herself as I ~| b6 
___________ __________________________ _______________ | and gave a date . b7c 
'of birth as I [displayed a lease agreement to

]showing that the car was owned by Rapid Chevrolet leasing 
( .and had been leased I Also, in the car were|

an unknown white female, and an unknown Indian female.
i

f

i

J

b>te<«i«-ed 2/6/74 nt Rapid City, South Dakota* MP 62-3896 -

*----------^1 ~L____/SWarti________ b6
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>0 332 (REV. >1-27-7?)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Oot. of Ifonstrtptioa 8/2/73

.................. Patrolman,South Dakota Highway Patrol, 
Rapid City, South VaKota, subsequent to identification of this 
interviewing Agent, furnished the following information:

t advised that he was present at Cdster, South 
the Custer County Court House on February 6, 1973. 

|advised that he was personally maintaining a position 
guarding an official South Dakota Highway Patrol equipment truck 
to the rear of the Qister County Court House, t^hile standing 
guard at his position he observed Highway Patrol Officerl I

I I physically assisting RUSSELL MEANS from the rear door to 
the Qister County Court House.

I I advised that he could not recall T 1 partner *b6
who was assisting I ~lwlth the removal of RUSSELL MEANS. b7' 

I J advised that he observed MEANS to be handcuffed and observed 
l Ifn place MEANS at an assembly area designated for people 
removed from the Custer County Court House. I I advised that 
this area was designated for the pickup point and removal of these 
individuals to a place for incarceration.

I advised that it was his opinion, due to Highway be 
Patrol procedure and his experience, that RUSSELL MEANS had been b7c 
placed under arrest and in custody by Officerf land his 
partners.

ladvised that he could identify RUSSELL MEANS at • te 
a later date due to the fact that he personally has seen him in b7c 
person at the Custer County Court House and has seen numerous 
photographs of MEANS. I ladvised that he could identify 
photographs of RUSSELL MEANS if displayed to him. A photograph 
was subsequently identified by I Iof RUSSELL MEANS.

r . 8/1/73 Rapid City, South Dakota , MP 70-6882“
. SAI ^3 8/1/73
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FD-S01 (H*v. 4-15-54)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date February 24. 1973,

I I Patrolman! 1 South Dakota Highway
Patrol, (SDHP), made available the following information:

| |has been employed by the SDHP since] I and 
has been assigned to the Rapid City. South Dakota area since 

Iwas bonl resides at | _ ~
land has Social Security Account

Number

advised that he was on duty February 6, 1973 
at the Custer County Court House (CCCH) and was charged 
with the responsibility of insuring the security of several 
South Dakota Highway Patrol units as well as other equipment 
contained in a SDHP station wagon. | [advised that he 
arrived at the CCCH at approximately 1:30 P.M. and positioned 
himself at the rear of the Court House. Shortly after parking 
his carl Hstated he observed RUSSELL C. MEANS being removed 
from the rear of the Custer County Court House. | [ stated
he did not actually observe any of MEANS’ activity nor did he 
observe MEANS being placed under arrest.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

From his position behind the CCCH, ]observed 
six or seven Indians at the Texaco Service Station across b7,
from the Court House. These Indians appeared to be attempting 
to break in this service station but were unsuccessful.
This: same group of Indians then moved in the direction of 
the bulk gasoline storage tanks but the SDHP officers prevented 
the Indians from reaching this area.

At this approximate time, smoke appeared in the CCCH 
and the SDHP officers left the CCCH by* the rear door. | | b6
assumes this smoke was actually tear gas. b7'

[ Jalso observed several individuals \dio had been 
arrested by other officers and were held near his position.

Rapid City, ~
On 2/2,1/73----- at .South..Dakota_______________ File # —176-87

SA I I b6
by —-SA. 4uu:kcu.,. — — ,  ...Date dictated » .2/24/73„ ........ b7c
This document contains ncit^r recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.



MP 176-87

I was exhibited 60 photographs from which he identified 
the following individuals whom he observed at Custer on 
February 6, 1973.

b6

"Rapid City, S.D. 
2/21/73

"I, ~| Patrolman for
the South Dakota Highway Patrol, have been 
provided a group of 60 photographs byI 

fwho have identified 
themselves as special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. I have been a patrolman since

b6

"I can provide the following 
information regarding photographs of individuals 
shown to me: Pennington County Sheriff’s Office 
(PCSO) photograph number 11048 is a photo of 
Russell C. Means and I observed his being taken 
from the Custer County Court House (CCCH)by law 
enforcement officers, but did not actually observe 
his arrest; PCSO photograph numberF I is a 
photo of[ " |who was arrested and
held near the South Dakota sauad vehicles: PCSO 
photograph numbers 
and I | whom I believe were
arrested and held near the S. Dakota squads; and 
PCSO photograph number | ~|
who 1 recognize as'one of the individuals arrest 
at the time of the disturbance at Custer, SouETF” 
Dakota.

b6

"I have read this statement, consisting 
of this and one other page and it is a correct 
and true statement.

’7s/ b6

"Witness: SA, FBI, 
SA,

Rapid City, S^D. 2/21/73
FBI, Rapid City,S.D., 2/21/73”
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F&-302 fajV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of 19 73

_________ Special Agent, Division 
o£ Criminal Investigation, Sturgis, South Dakota, 
upon interview, furnished the following information:

On February 6, 1973, he was in the Custer 
County Court House, Custer, South Dakota, in the 
office which | | for
Custer County, had set up as a meeting place to 
meet with the leaders of the American Indian Movement
(AIM) which had gathered outside of the Custer 
County Court House. 1 1stated that the purpose
of his presence there was to assure that no harm 
would come to the States Attorney*

[ ladvised that at about 1:45 IM on 
February 6, 1973, about 150 Indians composed of 
men, women, and children of the Indian race had 
gathered in front of the Custer County Court House, 
Custer, South Dakota-

advised that RUSSELL MEANS and DENNIS
BANKS, leaders of the AIM, entered the inside of the
Custer County Court House and went into the office 
to meet with [ Jcontinued that when MEANS
and BANKS confrontedF I they immediately
began an argument with concerning the stabbing
death of WESLEY BAD HEART BULL who was stabbed by 

of Custer. During this argument, 
according to| MEANS left the office and went
out into the hallway and shortly after he entered
the hallway, he heard a commotion out in the hallway 
and| ] another Special Agent of the
Division of Criminal Investigation, call for help. ‘

|stated that as he entered the hallway, he  
observed Highway Patrolman| I

involved in a

2/6/73 Custer, South Dakota „ MP 157^1509-, _ _______ __________________________ ____

fey
SA DGW:ebl

dittoed
2/12/73
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scuffling situation with the Indian group which 
had broken into the interior of the Custer County 
Court House* I I advised that he observed 
M2ANS and BANKS fighting with law enforcement 
officers during the fracas. I I advised that 
a white-looking male individual hit Patrolman______  
with an object which H |could not recall*  
continued that at about this time he was hit in the 
ribs and knocked to the floor and kicked several 
times about the body.

 at this point, advised that additional 
law enforcement officers came into the Court House 
from the back door and these officers were successful 
in clearing the Indians out of the Custer County Court 
House and back on to the street in front of the Custer 
County Court House. [continued that at this
point the Indians went across the street and set fire 
to the Chamber of Commerce Building located directly 
across the street from the Custer County Court House.

|stated that he also observed that two of the 
Custer County Sheriff's Office patrol cars were 
heavily damaged and an attempt had been made to set 
fire to them by attempting to ignite the gasoline 
filling spout of these automobiles. I I said he 
observed that the Indian group had gathered over by 
the burning building of the Chamber of Commerce and 
that this group then went across the street to a 
Texaco station and obtained gas in a 25-gallon barrel. 
He stated that two young Indian males took the barrel, 
carried it back to the Custer County Court House, 
and poured the gas onto the first floor of the court 
house building. He said that these two men then took 
road-type flares and threw the flares into the gasoline, 
igniting the gasoline in the court house.

_______[stated he also observea a young Indian 
male holding a sawed-off shotgun at the Highway Patrol 
officers who were trying to subdue the activities of the 
crowd. | [continued that the group that had gone over



(3)

to the Texaco station broke the window out of the 
station and looted merchandise from the station 
and then set fire to the interior of the station# 
______  continued that at this point another torch 
was thrown into the Custer County Court House and 
a fire started in another portion of the hallway* 
______  continued that as the fire built in its 
intensity, a group went down about a half a block 
south of the Custer County Court House and started 
the fire in the building housing the offices of 
the Standard Oil Bulk Plant*

advised that as he observed the 
burning of the Custer Chamber of Commerce building 
an Indian girl tried to walk into the fire on two 
different occasions and both times was brought out 
by law enforcement officers.

I I stated that after the fir6s had been 
ignited, the group then seemed to get together about 
a block west of the Custer County Court House, get 
into their automobiles, and then drove west and 
south out of the city of Custer*

| stated that many of the Indian people 
who participated in the demonstration had pop bottles 
with lighted wicks and were throwing them at the 
Custer County Court House and also at the fire engines 
which responded to put out the fire*

| advised that when the Indian group 
broke into the front door of the Custer County Court 
House, MEANS went out the south exit of the office 
where the meeting with the States Attorney was being 
held* I Istated that as he looked into the room 
he observed .BANKS tearing out the window by swinging 
a long club similar to a night stick* According to 

J it was at this time that the I I
I came out of the room and it 

appeared that he had been cut over the eye*

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

1 ■

1 b6
, b7C
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I I advised that all television cameras 
and photographic equipment which had been set up in 
the hallway were falling to the floor during the 
scuffle of the Indian element and the law enforcement 
officers. | [advised that he specifically recalls 
BANKS crawling out of a window followed by two or 
three Indians and that after getting out of the window, 
they joined the group in front of the court house 
who at that time were demonstrating by throwing 
firebombs, rocks, and any object at windows, breaking 
the windows of the county court house.

- 73 -



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

fO-302 (SEV. 11-2770)

D^t. ©I frOnKrJpfiOA 8/30/73

a Criminal -Investigator for the South Dakota Attorney 
General!s Office, was -interviewed at Custer, South Dakota, 
and furnished the following information:

I I ]stated he was in Custer, South Dakota, on 
February 6, 1973, during the civil disorder. I Istated 
that at approximately 2:30 p.m. on February 6, 1973, he was 
positioned on the east side of the County Court House in 
Custer. He stated he observed two young Indian males 
carrying a 25-galIon barrel from the direction of the 
Texaco Service Station across the street from the Court 
Housed I _ | stated that due to the way the individuals 
were carrying the barrel, it appeared to be approximately 
half full of some type of liquid.

b6
b7C

I ]stated the two individuals proceeded up the 
steps of the Court House with the barrel, opened the door, 
and noured the contents of the'barrel into the Court House. 

Istated that the substance which was poured from the 
barrel appeared to him to be gasoline.

Iadvised the two individuals then ran back 
across and another group began throwing vehicle emergency 
flares at the front door of the Court House. [ |stated
he then ran to the back of the Court House to alert the 
fire trucks. I Istated shortly after he left, he heard 
a loud "whooshing” sound and he observed black smoke coming 
out of the Court House.

b6

I Istated he could not identify the tvzo 
individuals whocarried the 25-gallon barrel from the 
Texaco Station to the Court House.

b6
b7C

J 8/22/73 , Custer, South Dakota > MP 176-139x *
________________(Hzz 

sks . .pot. d;cwed.. , 8/26/73 ____ _
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11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o«i. .ftfna«f;at:on August 4, 1973

|of Phillip 66 Station,be 
Highway 16 and 385, subsequent to the interviewing Agents, furnished70 
the following information;

ladvised that he was near the Custer County Court
House, Custer, South Dakota, February 6, 1973, during the time of 
the occupation of the Custer County Court House, Custer, South Dakota 

advised that while in the area of the Court House, he
observed a 'fuel truck being driven by a[ ] being stopped
near the area, of the Court House by several Indians. | |
stated that he could not identify any of the individuals stopping 
the vehicle but stated he observed approximately six Indians near 
and on the truck attempting to open the valves. again
restated that the distance between him, the Indians, and the truck 
he could not identify anyone involved with the stopping of the

, vehicle. [ ]stated that the only individual that he could
positively identify at the Custer County Court House was HUSSELL 
MEANS, who he has personally seen photographs of MEANS that have 
been released by prior news media photographs.

|stated that he observed MEANS entering the 
Custer County court House at Custer, South Dakota.

advised that he would testify the above 
information and if he were to develop any positive information 
this matter in the near future, he will notify the FBI.

in

b6
b7C

tMervie.ed Oft ?/73 a1 Custer, South Dakota MP 70-6882-’!
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b6
b7C

- 75 -
TKii pi Ok k is property of h to yo*/

* 0*4 cow^s Oft *ot tg be ovfsWe yowf o£e*<y.

f ’ • i I



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FO-JOI CUV. 11-27-70}

Dole of troMorlplfOA 2/21/73

[ | Trooper, South Dakota State Highway
Patrol, furnished the following statement regarding his involve- 
ment in the disturbance at Custer, South Dakota, on February 
6, 1973:

’’February 21, .1973
Rapid City, South Dakota

"I 1 1 make the following
statement to____ _____ _______________ |who
have i d e a t i fred themselves to me as Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

”1 am a South Dakota State Highway , 
Patrolman stationed in Hot Springs area of South 
Dakota. I have been in Hot Springs since [ 
of

”0n February 6, 1973, I was stationed 
near Custer. South Dakota, with Trooper! I 

when at about 1:00 p.m., I received a call 
for assistance to help quell a disturbance at the 
Custer County Court House. When I arrived at the 
court house I went to the rear door where I 
remained until I heard a crash inside the 
court house, then proceeded into the hallway. I 
fought mv wav down the hall, and I noticed!

was lying on the floor and two 
Indians were on top of him. I helped pull the 
Indians off him but one of the Indians, RUSSELL 
JIHANS, grappled with rae and 1 eventually helped 
handcuffed him and other officers took him out 
the rear door of the court house. I then went 
back inside the court house and went out the front 
door onto the steps where I x-emember|

[yelling and I told someone to arrest her 
and at this point the entire group of Indians 
started toward the stairs. I went back inside 
the court house and out the back door. I peered

2/21/73 Rapid City, South Dakota* MP 176-87 -
_SI_______ 

SA
SA Lfeks ......... 2/21/73
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MP 176-87

back in the door and noticed a smoke bomb being 
thrown and also noticed gasoline on the floor. 
I then saw an Indian throw what appeared to me 
to be dynamite which ignited the gasoline. I 
also noticed a group of Indians try to stop a 
tanker going through town but I can’t recognize 
anyone who was involved. The entire incident 
at the court house lasted approximately 10 to 15 
minutes with about seventy five Indian demonstrators 
taking an active part.

”1 was displayed sixty photographs from 
which I have identified the following seven: 
Pennington County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) photo- 
graph numberF 
whom I believe was at the court house during 
the melee but I cannot recall any specific 
incident in which he was involved; PCSO photograph 
number 11048 of RUSSELL C. MEANS whom I observed 
striking DCI Agentl land who I
subsequently arrested on February 6, 1973; PCSO 
photograph number | I who
was arrested when efforts were being made to clear 
the streets near the Custer County Court House 
on February 6, 1973, while the disturbance was 
going on. PCSO photograph number F

]who I believe was in the crowd in 
front of the court house or accross the street; 
however, I can recall no incidents in which'ihe  
was involved . PCSO photo number I I

I ] PCSO photo number I ]
I Land PCSO photo number I 1
all of whom were observed in the general area of 
the court house during the time of the disturbance.

b6
b7C

"I have read the above statement consisting 
of this page and two additional page and have 
initialed each page and now sign it because it is 
true.

-7 7-



MP 176-87
b6
b7C"/s/

"Witness: FBI, SA, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, February 21, 1973.

SA, FBI, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, February 21, 1973.”

/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTfGAHON

February 27. 1974

On February 14, 1974.1 | Patrolman,
South Dakota Highway Patrol, observed a group of seven photo
graphs as follows:

b6
b7C

__________ _________advised that the photograph of | 
__________ | was of an individual whom he observed during the 
confrontation which occurred on February 6, 1973, at Custer 
South Dakota. I ~|advised he does not remember if the 
individual was armed, however, and cannot remember what the 
individual was doing.

I
| b6

' b7C

graph of
1 placed his signature on the*back of the photo- 

and his Initials on the back of the
b6
b7C

other five photographs which he observed.

1 
i
I

VW*________ , O1 c-^y> South Dakota # MP 176-140 S

SAI~ 2/21/74
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Do’C of trdnicri^bo* Wz23

_______ Patrolman, South Dakota Highway 
Patrol, Rapid Ci tv. South Dakota, address L_______ , 

 was interviewed and he advised

b6 : 
b7C

that on February 6, 1973 he was on duty at the civil
disorder which occurred in Custer. South Dakota.

I I stated that sometime after the Indian 
group had set fire to the Court House, he was stationed 
on the west side of the Court House with several other* 
patrolmen. I I stated from this position he observed 
a semi-trailer tank truck being waved down by several 
Indians at’the intersection southwest of the Court House 
on the Main Street in Custer. ’ I ~l stated he then 
observed one Indian male get on the running board of the 
cab on the driver's side. He advised the cab door on the 
driver's side was then opened and there appeared to be a 
struggle between the Indian male on the running board and 
the driver.

b6
b7C

1 advised that then
instructed him~to fire a tear gas projectile underneath the 
tank truck. 1 I stated when the gas began to go up 
around the truck, the Indians -left the area of the truck.

b6
b7C

I jstated he could not identify any of the 
individuals involved in the stopping of the truck. I 
described the individual on the running board as an Indian 
male wearing a blue parka. I [advised he does not know, 
whether the Indian male on the running board or the driver 
opened the door of the truck.

b6
b7C

u.... . 8/22/73 Custer, South Dakota ,__ MP 176-139' *-■

■ I
..........H,____________________________1____ 8/26/73_________
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-SC2 ^LV. M-2 7-70)

u February 13, 1973

r -,/

I | Patrolman, South Dakota Highway be 
Patrol, Rapid City, South Dakota, upon interview advised b7c 
the following information:

I I advised that he was following a caravan 
of automobiles, which had left .Capid City, South Dakota, 
at approximately 12:30 p.m. He advised that Chis caravan 
had driven out Highway 16 and then had taken Highway 385 
on in toward Hill City, South Dakota. |auvised that
approximately a mile and one half outside of the City of 
Hill City, South Dakota, the caravan stopped near the Chutes 

,boosters, a dinner club located outside bl Hill City, 
'South Dakota. I continued that a group of the Indians 
traveling in this caravan got out of their automobile and 
climbed up the side of the hill, cut loose a covered wagon 
which was used as an advertising sign by the owners of the 
Chutes Roosters, set the covered wagon on fire, and then 
let it roll down onto the highway where it was burned in 
its entirety. I ladvised that he copied down the license 
numbers of these automobiles and submitted sama to the 
South Dakota atete Police Radio ror identification purposes.

b6
b7C

L_____ ladvised that the caravan continued on its 
way down Highway 385 and arrived in Custer, South. Dakota, 
at approximately 1:45 p.m. I I stated that after the 
caravan arrived in Custer, he was assigned to the outside 
of the Custer County Court House on the back door portion 
of, the Court House. I , Icontinued that when he" heard 
a breaking of glass and a call for help he and other oatrolmen 
entered the back door of the Court House and went inside

b6
b7C

the first floor area of the Court House building. I I 
stated that ha observed the Indian group fighting with the 
law enforcement officers who were inside of the Court House. 

said chat at about this time someone had released a 
tear gas canister and the room began to fill ilth tear gas.

, .1 I stated that as he accroached the grouo that 
was rxgntxng, someone hit him on the left arm with a night 
stick. I , ladvised that the wan who struck him was in 
the room on tr.c west side in the .front office of the first

b6
b7C

O oo* pl . the C c1 ;r t Hou sc. , Ho was sura that the ..Carrera ,pian ...........

J February 6, 1973, Custer, South Dakota t
HIIMDAP0LI5 
157-1509

ISA kha b6
b7C
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MP,176-87
MP (157-1509)

from the KOTA Television Station took pictures of this man 
while he was In the xoom meeting with the States Attorney.

[continued that the law enforcement officers 
who were inside the Court House then started pushing the 
Indian group out of the ^ront door in which they han broken 
into and entered the Court house. I . ladvised that he 
observed two of .the Highway Patrolmen injured and due to the 
heavy concentration of tear gas, they took the injured 
patrolmen out the back door of the Court House. I 1 
continued that one of the patrolmen had an Indian under 
arrest, and he assisted In cuffing this Indian and then went 
to the outside of tne ^ourt House in the rear parking lot 
to -regroup.

b6
b7C

. I kdvised that the law enforcement officials b6 
inside of tne building were heavily outnumbered by the Indian b7' 
element which numbered approximately 100 who were on the 
front steps of tne Court House and also on the inside of the 
Court House. I ]advised that when the Indians broke 
through the front door they began fighting with the law 
enforcement element that were inside of the Court House.

[continued that after they removed the 
Indians from msxde of the Court House, they were instructed 
then to commence making arrests of the demonstrating group, 

stated that there were approximately 24 arrests made 
as a result of the demonstration.
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FEDERAL BUREAU O'F INVESTIGATION

Date___2/20/23

South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, 
was contact at the South Dakota State Highway Patrol Station 
concerning his activities at.Custer, South Dakota on February 
6, 1973. | provided the following signed statement: ,

2X1 make the following statement
to |____________________________________________ Special
Agents of the FBI,

"I am a South Dakota State Highway Patrolman 
stationed at Rapid City, South Dakota and on February 
6, 1973 I was in Custer, South Dakota working the Indian 
disorders. I was helping remove the Indians from the 

' Custer County Court House and was struck with what 
appeared to be a Highway Patrol riot baton. I was hit 
on the left wist but did not require treatment.

"After pushing the Indians from the Court 
House I arrested the following two individuals as the 
Chamber of Commerce Building was burning:

"Pennington County Sheriff's Office

"Pennington County Sheriff’s Office

"I can positively identify the above two listed 
photographs as being the individuals I arrested for 
helping to Incite the riot situation.

made the statement "I’m with you brother. 
You're right," Iverbally abused State Highway Patrolman
and would not obey instructions to cease his actions.

• "I have read this statement consisting of this
page and one other and now initial each page and sign this

fin j2/20^73 Ba&id City,_ South Dakota a . MP 157-1509 -

SA -^Date rJ i c I rd ed  ___2/20/73.
This document contains neither rccoraTidations nor conclusions of the FBI. J: is the property pf the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its coricnls arc no; , f w distribited out side your agency.

- 83 -



MP 176-87 
MP 157-1509

statement because it is true and correct.

”/s^ I b6
S. Dak. Highway Patrol b7c

"witness: I ~I Special Agent, FBI, MiIwauke e,
Wisconsin. 2/20/73.

"Witness: I_____________________J Special Agent, FBI,
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2/20/73.”

- 84 - & -85-



FD-302 (SEV. H-27-Z0)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dat* of IroascfiptSOA 8/2/73

I 1 Patrolman, South Dakota Highway b6
Patrol, assigned to Rapid City, South Dakota, subsequent to the b7' 
identification of the interviewing Agent, furnished the following 
information:

I ______ |advised that he was personally present at the b6
takeover of the Custer County Court House in Custer, South Dakota, b7c 

„on February 6, 1973* ladvised that as he attempted to enter
the Custer County Chart House and remove individuals who had 
occupied the Court House he personally saw RUSSELL MEANS crawling 
on his hands and knees towards the front door. ladvised
that he observed RUSSELL MEANS in this position as he attempted 
to enter the Court House from the rear door.

Shortly upon entering the Court House on the main 
floor he proceeded to place RUSSELL MEANS into physical custody 
and subsequently handcuffed MEANS with his arms behind his back. 

advised that he was personally assisted by Patrolman ts
I ~~| in addition, advised that | ] b7c

I |waa present while MEANS was taken into physical
custody and it was| I handcuffs that were
applied to MEANS*

According tol I MEANS was escorted by himself b6
and Patrolman] Ito the rear of the Custer County Court House b7c 
and subsecuently turned over to an unknown officer in the 
designated custody area for transportation to jail facilities.

I I advised that he could personally identify b6
RUSSELL MEANS at a later date and indicated that prior to the b7c 
occupation of the Ouster County Court House lie had seen several 
photographs of MEANS through the news media. |_______ ladvised that 
he could identify a photograph of MEANS if displayed at which 
time] [immediately identified a photograph of RUSSELL MEANS*

___ 8/1/73________ „ Rapid City, South Dakota # MP 70-6882’’
. -

■ 3/1/73 b6
t,- ■■ ... , . ...... . . .r __________ ./M* ...... ... b7C

- 86 - 
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WITNESSES OBSERVING THE OBTAINING 

AND USS OF GASOLINE AND STOPPING 

OF TRUCK BY BANKS
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION/? *

3/7/73 • ■
' Co t< 01 fro flscr lotion

________  I ] b6 
 advised the following: *b7'

He is an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and generally works out of I J for the Highwav Depart
ment of BIA. In addition he is the F bf an unofficial
self-protecfive unit and is under the direct supervision of 

~10glala Sioux tribe. On October 6, 
1972, he was assigned by] _ [to proceed to Custer, South 
Dakota, to observe the' civil dsorder being conducted by the 
American Indian Movement in that city.

He arrived at Custer at 8:30 a.m. October 8, 1972.
He parked in the vicinity of the courthouse and at approximately 
10:30 a.m. he observed a caravan of approximately 80 cars 
containing 300 people approaching the vicinity of the courthouse. 
For a period of approximately 1% hours the people from the 
caravan “milled around1’ in the vicinity of the courthouse.
At approximately 12:00 noon he observed RUSSELL MEANS walk 
through the crowd with an American flag draped over his back 
qside down. He observed MEANS gesture to the crowd and the 
crowd followed him to the courthouse., MEANS then kicked in 
a door and a window and was immediately arrested by officers 
of the Soxrth Dakota Highway* Patrol. He then observed DENNIS 
BANKS break a window out with a chair and exit through the 

* broken windox/.

At this point I . Iadvised he moved his vehicle b6
across the street to a parking place in the vicinity of the b7c
Chamber of Commerce Building, and then went to a telephone 
booth in the vicinity in order to advise ]
of the situation. Uhile he was in the phone booth he observed 
gas cans being filled at a nearby gas station and then observed 
DENNIS BANKS pass directly by the phone booth carrying two 2 
gallon cans and proceed up to the courthouse. He observed BANKS 
stuff rags into the gas/cans, light the rags, and throw the can’s 
into the courthouse.

BANKS then stopped a gasoline transport tanker which 
x;as proceeding through the toxjn and forced the driver- to leave 
the vehicle. BANKS entered the cab of the vehicle and a young 
unidentified Indian male climbed on top of the truck and attempted

3/6/73.Pine Ridge, South Dakota^,^ MP 176-87 - ' ' ’

SA ~"Hhul b6
,__ _ 3/7/73 ...... h7c

90-&91 _ ““.......

docvm.nl Contois »e<>her recomm.ndo>i0ni net conclusions et rhe FBI. # 1, the property of the fit and is loaned Io yoof a-jeacy; 
‘■t and its contents ore not to be distributed os Hide yavr opeeoy.



MP 176-87 ,

to open the tanker but was unable to do so because it was sealed.
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10-302 («V, 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote troAstcJpiidA 8/30/73

b6 
-------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—. b7c

| was 
-interviewed ana rurnisned the Hollowing information:

|furnished xerox copies of Carriers Freight 
Bill Number Ub00252 dated February 6, 1973, Truck Loading 
'Order Number 15210 dated- February 6, “197.3, and Refinery 
Meter Ticket Number 42436 dated February 6, .1973* The 
above documents reflect that Ruan Transport Corporation

. Truck Number 9248 and Trailer Number 393 loaded 7100 gross . 
and 7225 net gallons of Number Two Furnace Oil at the 
Newcastle, Wyoming, Tesoro Petroleum Company Refinery at 
.12:30 p.ra. on .February 6, 1973. The documents reflect 
that Stauter Lumber Company, 3 E. Hill City, Hill City, 
South Dakota, v/as the consignee. The documents further 
reflect that the driver of the Ruan Transport Corporation 
truck was| ts

------------------ - b7C 

I | advised that he was the individual to 
be subpoenaed to produce the original of the above 
documents.

ksUfvUwf J 8/22/73 Newcastle, Wyoming hi. * MP 176" 139 O/

At liber rtcommta^qI’QAs 4! if U rht cl tht FBI cnl U k>obe4 14 yovr C^tocy;
ri pAd »fs CCMeMs ore no} >4 Ovision ycvr CJCACy,

■)
, - — / ,- ■ p
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UMTHDVA7ES DEPARTMENT C? JUST!
F^eRAL BUREAU G- piVcSTIGATt^ ■ 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION M
WASHINGTON, D.C. ^537.

-i 12-5-73

lie 417 D is furnished FOR OrfiCiAL CMC ONW.

or • disposition is .DISFOSITiON IS MOT SHOWN Oil FURTHER EXP
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CCMTK3UTINO THOSE HNGERPRItITS

The following FBI record, NUMBER 
Information shown on this iaanfiRcction &ucord rop^jonfi data furnished FEI by fingerprint contributors.

cotcxMiro^ or NAMI AhO NVMWX / Amins os 
MOWED ciASCc pK?c!;rio:-:

Police
' Depar tr.ant 
Shreveport 
Louisiana

Dannis
60293

J. Donks* 4 Cemvary 
21, 
1955

simple criminal 
damage

discharg 

c

Cd

*

Police 
Department 
mnneapolis 
riihnosota

Dennis 
Danks 
47315

Carnes February

1959

investigation 
(strong am 
robbery)

released
f

Police 
Department 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota

Dennis 
Banks 
47315

Carnes March 
3, 
1966

investigation 
, (burglary)

Indt MS? 
Stilbcat 
4-15-66

er

state Prison 
Stillwater;.* 
Minnasoca

Dennis 
Danks 
22595

Canes Aoril 
X9, 
1966

burglary

V

waMinura 5 
years paroled 
Aoril 3, 1261 *
parolca 
:tiy 14, 1953

United States 
Marshal 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota

Dennis 
Danks 
12 522

Juries November 
21, 
1967

forgery of 
government 
cheek 13 
United States 
Cole 495

Cl h> 4a d

State Prison
Still-nter 
Minnesota

Dennis 
Danks 
22695

Car.es December 
15, 
.1967

parole 
violator 
(no added 
charges)

■■ United States 
Marshal 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota

Dennis 
2 inks 
5221

J? “OS May 
21, 
1971

18 United 
Staros Cede 
1332 trespass-

dismiss*

■
T J ■.—a— 

j____________

Jh*D£XEO-----  
-- ___

t J b6 
wr
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•- • U^ITC7’STA7C5'DZPAn7Ms;n
A "r^DERAL CUBZAU C? CiVESTiGA®) 
W .IDENTIFICATION DIVISION W

2 ' -WASHINGTON, DX. 20S3?/

TIw following f31 record, NUMBER ii0 417 D , k furnished FOX OFFICIAL MX OHLY.
Information shown on Shis Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHEXE DISPOSITION 15 HOT SHOWN C2 FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARCS OX DISPOSITION IS 
DESHIED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

«nr?s?uroit c?
J2;C«?XiXTS aw« ako Ku.^m Atttro ex 

xtcrvt» CKAXCE

Police
*

Dennis Jarnos Scpterabor Investigation .
Department
Minneapolis 4 7 315

4,
1971

aggravated 
damage to >

2 Li ano sot a

US8 Dennis James 6-25-73

property

burr,, larceny.

c ]

Sioux Falls
SDak S16-1985

t

AWDX, Cost, Fed 
off. civil ,
Di s ordc r, Ar3on, 
Unlawful poss. 
firearms, 
Conspiracy, Tamp 
notor veh. 2 cts 
aslt Fed. ‘ . 
Officers

* Jt

1

1

4
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FD-2$3 (Rev. 1-7-72) .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
reporting oFW.ce

MINNEAPOLIS
TITLE OF CA$E

OFFlCKOSfORIGIH

MINNEAPOLIS

DENNIS ,JAME

QATK INVeSTrGATlVKPKRlOO

3/16/76 3/16/76
R EPO ft T M A O E RY

I _ .... I
CHARACTER OF CASE

TYPED BX'

wrk b6
b7C

DAMV

I

/v v
REFERENCE: Minneapolis report 
---------------- dated 11/20/74.

Of SA
b7C

- c -

CONV1C,

COPlCSMAOt

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED
Fug.

APPROVE

Finks SAVINGS

NONE
RECOVERIES

ACQUIT
TALS

CASK HASBtENt

PENtXNG OVtft ONSYCAR OTlYES 
PENCtNG PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS’

eau ।
USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota I 

2 - Minneapolis (149-427) 
(1 - 176-139)

Agency

Request ReOd.

Date Rwi

By

How Fwd.

REi-25

Dis semi not? on Record of Attached Rep

spECJAUAGENT 
IN CHARGE

b6
b7C

DO NOT WRITE’IN SPACES BELOW

- A*

COVErpAGE



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Report of: 
Dote: March 16, 1976

Off!«j Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Field Office File #s 149-427

Title: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Bweae File #:

Character: DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES

$ynop&: Order filed on February 20, 1976 dismissing indictment
against BANKS.

- C -

DETAILS:

By letter dated March 8, 1976 from the office 
of WILLIAM F. CLAYTON, United States Attorney, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the Minneapolis Office was 
advised as follows:

"On February 20, 1976, an Order
was filed dismissing the indictment in the
above case, as to the defendant Dennis
Banks. The charge againstF 1 b6

|was dismissed previously. b7c

"We are closing our file."

1*
Thi. document contain* wither rec«nmeodatic*n nor coMlu»ic*ia of the FBI, It i» the property of FBI and « loaned to your agency; it and it. contents 

are not to be distributed outside your agency.
n.S. GOVERNMENT FS&TCSG OFHCE : 1S70 O i
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TO

■FTP122 (Rev. 1-22-73)
OP7KNAI fORM, HO. 10
MAY iDITIOR 
G$A GEN. *£G- HO. 27

3010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

fro;

irector, FBI (Bufile

sac, MINNEAPOLI

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES 
EM - AMERICAN 
Reference: _____________

157-846

)

> (P)

Recommend:

Name

ANKS 
INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)

[XI Inclusion in ADEX (summary attached)*
I 1 Removal from ADEX (summary attached)*
! I Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 

* Abstract required.

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Citizenship

Also known as:

□ Supplemental page attached.

Date of Birth 
(Month, day, year) 

4/12/37
Place of Birth Federal. Dam, 

Minnesota
Residence Address \

2743 First Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Employment

Sex
1X1 Male

DATE:

b6
b7C

Card filed

11

Race
□ White

rX] other American

Specify Country

Occupation: MHTOSinF

National Field Director

Type of Activity (Check principal activity only}
I i (BEX) Black Extremist
I I (CMC) Communist (pro-Chinese)
I I (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet)
I 1 (CMT) Communist (Trotskyist)

I I Tab Special Interest
i I Espionage
□ Foreign Government Employee
I I U. S. Government Employee

I i Remove Special Interest Tabbing

Key Facility Data (if applicable)

Geographical Reference Number

L Bureau (RM) 
- Minneapolis

RKTjkcu 
(3) :9^

Specify Country

Firm & Address: AMERICAN INDIAN ■ MOVEME

Denver, Colorado 
. J.

I ] (FRN) Foreign Affiliation -___  

j } (PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist 
jXl (REV) Revolutionary

| | Place in Unavailable Section
I I Missing
I I Out of Country
I | Imprisoned

|~] Remove from Unavailable Si

29309

f^l-lMSC) Miscellaneous 

AMERICAN INDIANA UK] 
MOVEMENT (AIM)

3iUN -\ -1973
lection

------b6
-------b7C

Responsible Agenc:



MP 157-846

SUCCINCT RESUME

------------ On July 13, 1972,
________  Jud ic ia 1, prevent ion ana law jiniorccmenr, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised 
that DENNIS JAMES BANKS, is a principal leader of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). ----- :---------

During February, 1973, BANKS was one of the 
leaders of a group of Indians that engaged in civil 
disturbances at Custer and Rapid City, South Dakota. He 
was also one of the leaders, chief negotiators and original 
occupants in the occupation at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
which action extended from February 27 to May 8, 1973.

On March 20, 1973, BANKS was indicted by a 
Federal Grand jury at Sioux Falls, South Dakota on charges 
of burglary, larceny, impeding federal officers during 
a civil disorder, conspiracy to commit burglary and larceny, 
assaulting a federal officer and possession of unregistered 
firearms.

In view of the above, it is recommended that
subject’s name be included on ADEX.



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE
DATE 02-0 5-2020 BY: 1

* federalSbureau of invest^tion
b6
b7C

Reporting Office

MINNEAPOLIS
Title of Cose

Office of Origin

MINNEAPOLIS

DENNIS JAME^BANKS

Date

5/15/73
Report made by

Character of Case

Investigative Period

12/27/72 - 5/12/73
Typed By:

kcub6 
--------------- b7C

EM - AIM

/

oved

5
2
2
2

Jjies ma^7

- p* -

ADMINISTRATIVE

The original and one copy of FD-376 are attached

Minnesota
for inclusion in ADEX

X

copy of report is being prepared for 
to the United States Secret Service.

Special Agent 
^in Charge

pending Bureau approval of subject 
Two copies of report are being

One 
dissemination 
Minneapolis, :

Aim National Headquarters from Denver, Colorado^to Salt 
and coordinate his activities from that locaf

- Bureau j

SUMMARY

prepared for information of Denver, who is origin for the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) and two copies for salt Lake 
City, as subject has indicated that he contemplates moving

Do not write in space

Lake

- Denver (RM) (information)^./
- salt Lake Cixy (RM) (information) 
- Minneapolis (157-846) 7 JUN-?-1973

Notations;

P
'.Hing fee



MP 157-846

INFORMANTS

IDENTITY OF SOURCE FILE WHERE LOCATED

MP T-l is 157-846-2

Orally advised of proposed 
activities on 2/4/69 and 
8/19/69

MP T-2 is 157-846-9

Orally advised of 
activities on 10/19/71

MP T-3 is 157-846-12

Orally advised of 
activities on 8/30/72

MP T-5 is identified 
on non-symbol source 
administrative page

MP t-6 is identified 
on non-symbol source 
administrative page

LEAD

MINNEAPOLIS

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

Will await Bureau action concerning inclusion of 
subject on ADEX.

COVER PAGE



FD-305 ({lev. 10-5-72)

1. □Subject’s name is included in the ADEX.
2. □ The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. jx] A suitable photograph [XI is I I is not available.

Date photograph was taken 9/14/71,
5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are ........ ...............................................................

6. □ Thi s report i s el assified CllLLL44L)fijTl1 TTL______________________because
(state reason) contains information from confidential informants 
of continuing value, the unauthorized disclosure of which 
could possibly identify informants, which would be detrimental 
to the national defense.

7. I I Subject previously interviewed (dates) NEVER ,—,
fxl Subject was not | | interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason) it was considered 

inadvisable due to militant Indian situation at Wounded Knee 
and because of his inaccessibility. Subject currently a 
fugitive.

8. □ This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9- I I This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 
within the criteria because (state reason)

10. [ | Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division:
□ Submitted________________________ - Placed [ | Yes I I No

(date)

11. □ Subject is Extremist in ADEX and. Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index.

- C*

COVER PAGE



MP 157-846

NON-SYMBOL SOURCE ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

MP T-5 is__________________

(protect per request;

MP

b6
b7C
b7D

Ty6 is__________________________________________

[(protect per reques



b6
b7C

DEC LASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE
DATE 01-22-2020 BY:[

In Repfyt Please Refer to 

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUWCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

/
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

May 15, 1973

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury' 
Washington, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir:

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
RE: EXTREMIST MATTER -

AMERICAN INDIAN ACTIVITIES

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall withii^the category or categories checked.

1. I I Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. [X] Attempts or threats to redress^grievances.

3- I I Threatening or abusive statement about U- S. or foreign official.

4- [Xl Participation in civil disturbances^ anti-U- S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic^ establishments.

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service

Enclosure(s)



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROL
FBI AUTOLYTIC DECLASSIFIXATION GUICE
DATE 01-22-2020 BY :|

i *FD-204w(Sev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - U. S. Secret Service, 
Copy’s: Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)

Report of:
Date: May in, lava

Field Office File 157-846

Title: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Office: Minneapolis,
Minnesota

Bureau File #:

EXTREMIST MATTER -
Character: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS, a co-founder of the American
Indian Movement (AIM), resides at 2743 First Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and is currently a National Field 
Director for the movement. He has been active since 1968 
and recently participated in armed confrontations as a 
leader against local, state and Federal law enforcement 
officers in South Dakota.

- P* -

DETAILS

_____This case was predicated upon information furnished 
by_____________________________________ H Judicial, prevention
and Law Enforcement, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, on July 13, 1972 that DENNIS JAMES 
BANKS was a leader of the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
and had a propensity for violence.

Cby I
Exemp t2fr3m*«2^----------

lassiT'±ea£ion: indefinite

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your aecney; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outride your agency*

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 0-406-840



MP 157-846

The articles of incorporation, 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
were filed with the Minnesota Secretary 
of State, St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
October 1, 1968, and stated that the 
purpose of this corporation is to 
solicit and broaden opportunities 
and general welfare for the urban 
Indians in order that he may enjoy 
his full rights as a citizen of 
these United States, also his special 
rights as an Aborigine.

_____ On December 18. 1972, , _______ 
|judicial, 

Prevention and Law Eniorcement, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that 
the American Indian Movement (AIM),

b6
b7C

claims to be an Indian civil rights 
organization whose stated purpose is 
to enhance the social, educational, 
and economic status of Indians. in 
reality, however, | I advised,
AIM is a militant organization and 
its leaders believe in direct
confrontation with authority.

The Black panther party (BPP) 
is a black extremist organization 
started in Oakland, California, in 
December, 1966, It advocates the 
use of guns and guerrilla tactics 
to bring about the overthrow of the 
United States Government.

- 2 -



MP 157-846

BACKGROUND

Birth

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, which cover Indian reservations 
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and Iowa, disclosed that 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS was born on April 12, 1937, at Federal 
Dam, Minnesota, is enrolled at the Leech Lake Reservation, 
on Roll Number 50 of Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Basic Roll. 
Subject’s birth was illegitimate and father is unknown. 
Mother is listed as ANNIE BANKS, deceased March 1, 1961.

b6

| judicfaT; b7'
prevention and Law Enforcement, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on January 10, 1973

Residence and Employment

Subject’s last known address was, 2743 First 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota, but is extremely 
nomadic due to his activity with AIM. Subject is involved 
with AIM on a full time basis and otherwise is unemployed.

_____________supra 
on January 10, 1973

Education

Records at the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, disclosed that DENNIS JAMES BANKS, 
completed the eleventh grade at Flandreau Indian School, 
Flandreau, South Dakota, obtained his high school diploma 
through the United States Air Force in 1953, completed one 
year of college at the University of Minnesota and claims 
to have obtained a Bachelor’s of Art Degree in political 
Science from the University of Tokyo, japan in 1958. 
This claim is unsupported.

supra be
on January i!o, 1973
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Credit

Tliere was no record identifiable with DENNIS 
JAMES BANKS in the files of the Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Credit Bureau.

I____________ I b6
Credit Bureau b7c
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on 2/15/73

Identification

A review of the files of the Minneapolis Police 
Department, Minneapolis, Minnesota, disclosed the following 
arrest record for the subject.

Bureau of Identification 
Police Department 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on 2/15/73

b6
b7C
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A review of the files at the Crime Laboratory, 
Hennepin County Sheriff's Office, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
disclosed the following:

On February 24, 1971, the subject was arrested 
by Hennepin County Sheriff Officers on a warrant for 
non-support of a wife’s child. No disposition available.

Hennepin County 
Sheriff’s Office 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on February 15, 1973

The files of the Identification Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation were checked on February 
5, 1973 and disclosed the following information for the 
subject:

b6
b7C
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Physical Description

Subject is described as follows:

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Build

American Indian
Male
April 12, 1937
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
5*11" 
170 pounds
Black, long
Brown
Copper
Medium

Scars and Marks Tattoo - “japan 54-57” - right 
upper arm

“Dagger” right forearm

Left arm - Social Security 
Account Number “502-28-0630” 
and spade

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Number 118 417 D

Military Number Air Force 703-557-0251

Minneapolis police 
Department Number 47315 

supra be
on 1/10/73 b7c
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ASSOCIATION WITH THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Membership

DENNIS JAMES BANKS is currently a member of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), at Minneapolis, Minnesota.

| |supra b6
Activities on 1/10/73 b7c

On March 20, 1973, a reprinted news article by 
John E. Peterson entitled "Wounded Knee - Another Side 
of the story", appeared in the United States Senate’s 
Congressional Records, stating in part, in the early pall 
of 1972, the Office of Economic Opportunity, (0E0) 
Investigators, who were investigating the American Indian 
Movement (AIM), and its alleged misuse of (0E0) funds for 
their "survival schools”, determined from "people close 
to the group", that although DENNIS BANKS claimed to be 
a co-founder of AIM, in reality, local White and Black 
radicals were the real impetus behind the creation of the 
movement. When leaders of these local militant factions, 
the article stated, decided to organize a militant Indian 
group, they chose DENNIS BANKS as one of the Indians to 
head it.

The article also stated that BANKS, when AIM was 
first started, and other leaders were going around making 
statements about how AIM was going to be "The Indians Black 
Panthers".

On May 7, 1969, in an article entitled "New 
Indian Leaders Seeking pride, Unity," which appeared in 
the Minneapolis Star, Minneapolis, Minnesota, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, described BANKS as the 
Chairman of the Minneapolis Indian Dance Club". The 
paper quoted BANKS as stating that he "believed in 
separatism, not segregation and that the Indian ferment 
will grow during the summer." He was also quoted as 
stating "they met with police brutality and landlords 
who won’t make repairs and they are just itching for a 
fight", and predicted a confrontation with the city 
administration this summer. "The Indians are going to 
light the torch and the administration is going to have 
to back up and rethink its policy towards Indians or 
something is going to happen."

- 9 -



MP 157-846

On August 11, 1969, in an article entitled 
’’Indians Demand Evangelists Stop Brainwashing Them” which 
appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune BANKS and other leaders 
of AIM issued several challenges and demands to the United 
States congress on Evangelism which was meeting at that 
time. BANKS and other AIM leaders were reported as seeking 
support of Indian efforts by having the evangelists influence 
legislation, working for adequate housing and meeting other 
needs determined by the Indians. He also wanted this 
religious group to condemn criminal practices and acts by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and aid in restructuring 
the BIA to serve both urban and reservation. Indians.

BANKS stated in the article, ’’Indians Must Take 
A Stand Against Anglo-Saxon Religions”, which have turned 
our fathers and their fathers into selling out their lands 
that not only belong to them but to us and our unborn 
generations.”

On February 4, 1969, MP T-l advised that BANKS 
with other AIM members and local Black militant leaders

I | b6
I I in b7c
order that Negroes and Indians be given jurisdiction to b?D
handle people of their own races within their residential 
areas.

On August. 19_ 1969. MP T-l advisedf

1 I Source
advised, however,that he does not feel that BANKS or the 
others would take such action and bring these plans to \RV- 
fruition.

On August 4, 1970, in an article entitled ”At 
College in Sioux Falls Indian Seizure of Dormitory Assailed” 
which appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune, described BANKS, 
AIM Chairman, as one of the 120 militant Indians who occupied 
a building at Augustana College, ”to force the nation’s 
three major Lutheran churches to meet their financial 
commitments to the Indian board.” AIM presented a challenge 
in 1969, the article stated, to provide the Indian board, 
an AIM sponsored group, with $750,000 a year, or the 
equivalent of $1 for each American Indian.

- 10
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On May 16, 1971,| 7 United b6
States Naval Air Station, Fort Snelling, Minnesota, advised b7c
that BANKS was one of the leaders of 200 militant Indians 
who occupied the "decommissioned base", stating that the 
Indians desire to "establish Indian culture units on the 
premises"* I reported that a temporary agreement
was worked out and no arrests or violence was encountered.

in conjunction with above incident, United States 
Marshall I advised on September 9, 1971 that be
DENNIS BANIS was among 16 Indians who were arrested for b7c
trespassing at the United States Naval Air Station, Fort 
Snelling, Minnesota on May 21, 1971. He advised that two 
United States Marshals were injured during the confrontation 
and on June 22, 1971 BANKS, with others, were indicted by 
a Federal Grand Jury, st. Paul, Minnesota, on three counts 
each of Assaulting a Federal officer, in violation of Title 
18, Section 111, united States Code.

On October 19, 1971, MP T-2 advised that BANIS 
participated a year ago with representatives of the 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) and the progressive 
Labor party (PLP) in a demonstration at Federal Correctional 
institution (FCI) at Sandstone, Minnesota on October 2, 
1971 which attracted between 100-150 persons.

Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS) was founded during June, 1962, 
at port Huron, Michigan, and in the 
1960s functioned as the leading New 
Left campus-based student organization 
in the United States. From an initial 
posture of "participatory democracy," 
SDS moved to a radical-revolutionary 
position, with debate centering on 
how best to create a revolutionary 
youth movement. internal factionalism 
produced a split during the SDS 
National Convention in June, 1969, 
which resulted in the following 
three factions:

- 11 -
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Weatherman; Worker Student Alliance 
(WSA) and Revolutionary Youth 
Movement (RYM). The Weatherman 
and RYM are no longer affiliated 
with SDS. The WSA continued to use 
the name SDS and maintains its 
national headquarters in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Weatherman, formerly a faction 
of Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS), controlled the SDS National 
Office from June, 1969, until its 
closing in February, 1970. 
Weatherman then entered an 
underground status and adopted a 
tactic of ’’Strategic sabotage,” 
with police and military installations 
designated as primary targets.

Worker Student Alliance (WSA), 
a faction of Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS), was expelled from SDS 
in June, 1969, by the then dominant 
Weatherman faction, but continued to 
use the name SDS and opened an office 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. WSA 
aligned ideologically with the 
Progressive Labor party (PLP) and, 
in February, 1971, moved to Chicago, 
Illinois, where it opened the SDS 
National Office at 1225 South Wabash 
Street.

RYM, a pro-Communist 
revolutionary youth organization, 
was organized in 1969, first as a 
faction within the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS), then as a 
separate group with headquarters in 
Atlanta, Georgia. RYM was unsuccessful 
in attracting support and by mid-1970 
it was practically defunct.

The progressive Labor party 
(PLP) founded in 1965 by former 
members of the CPUSA, who 
assertedly followed a Chinese 
Communist line, is a revolutionary
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Marxist-Leninist organization 
dedicated to a dictatorship of the 
working class.

In captioned article BANKS stated "Indians are 
victims of racism” which appeared in the Minneapolis 
Star on January 23, 1973. He charged that "Black racism 
was discriminating against Minneapolis area Indians.” 
BANKS, the article reported, was then Vice Chairman of 
the Hennepin County Anti-Poverty Board, but announced 
bis resignation from that organization at a press conference. 
According to the article, he blamed his action on the 
inadequate management of the program. He also charged 
that the Mobilization of Economic Resources (MOER) ran a 
Black orientated program that had discriminated against 
Indian programs under its jurisdiction. The article 
reported that BANKS advised that AIM was started about 
a year ago with him as its Chairman. The article reported 
that officials of the Anti-Poverty program denied BANKS* 
allegations.

On February 25, 1970, captioned article "Indians 
Enter City politics Win Several GOP Precinct Posts” 
reported that members of AIM and Indians were elected to 
the Sixth precinct in delegate offices. BANKS was reported 
as stating that the Indians were "trying to beat the 
politicians at their own game because the Indians have 
been a political football for years and now we are going 
to try to make the politicians work for the Indians,” 
The paper reported that BANKS was elected Chairman and 
Delegate in the 13th precinct. BANKS was further quoted 
as stating "we are finding out where the power is in 
politics."

On October 15, 1971, captioned article "Indians 
Form Foundation for National Unity”, which appeared in 
the Washington Post, Washington, D. C., a published daily 
of general circulation, described BANKS as a co-founder 
of AIM, whose purpose was to create a "grass roots 
national impact organization”, he predicted AIM would 
become. The article stated, some 100 delegates from 11 
cities would attend a meeting at Camp Owendigo, Minnesota, 
which was the first national convention of AIM, to adopt 
a charter and bylaws for a non-profit corporation that 
would service their present 18 chapters. The article 
emphasized that BANKS and other AIM representatives, 
stressed presenting a united Indian front, advocating
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3

9

self determination and indicated that demonstrations and 
seizures of Federal property would be deemphasized. 
Instead, the article reported, AIM would seek massive 
funding from foundations, church groups, and Government 
including the BIA.

On March 21, 1972, in captioned article "Banks 
reports Leech Lake Eviction plans,” which appeared in 
the Minneapolis Tribune, BANKS called for the eviction 
of 4000 non-Indians from the five resort communities of 
Leech Lake Indian Reservation to "serve as a challenge 
to the court system, World law, and the United States 
Court.” BANIS was quoted as stating, ”AIM was on a 
collision course with the Declaration of independence." 
BANKS then called for the creation of Indian sovereign 
nation out of "317 Indian reservations or pieces of land 
classed as trust property across the nation”.

BANKS was further quoted as saying ’’That the BIA 
is the enemy of the Indian and must be destroyed and 
replaced by an Indian nation with full sovereign rights."

On April 26, 1972, BANKS in captioned article 
entitled "Indians Ask Probe of 100 Complaints" which 
appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune, advised that 100 
complaints among 2,755 involving "Racial discrimination, 
mistreatment, and mismanagement of the midwest Indians" 
were collected by a Tred-ribboned Grand Jury* which held 
50 days of hearings in South Dakota, North Dakota, Nebraska 
and Colorado". BANKS advised that these hearings were 
prompted by an alleged beating of an Indian in Gordon, 
Nebraska. The article advised that BANKS said that these 
complaints were given to AIM through secret testimony 
by Indians "who feared for their lives,” and that some 
of these complaints involved "graft and corruption” by 
officials of the BIA.

BANKS was reported as stating that AIM plans 
to hold its national convention at Leech Lake Indian 
Reservation, Cass Lake, Minnesota on May 10-15, 1973.

On May 11, 1972, captioned article, "AIM To 
Tolerate No More Abuse," described BANKS as carrying a 
pistol and flanked by shotgun toting guards in Cass Lake, 
Minnesota, with him warning that "AIM would not be 
responsible for any non-lndian person, including the 
Governor, who comes into the area attempting to start 
trouble". BANKS, in the article, was billed as the

- 14 -



MP 157-846

National president of AIM and it was noted that at this 
six-day convention, AIM for the first time openly 
displayed firearms and threatened to use them.

On May 11, 1972, captioned article "Tension 
Spreads in Cass Lake Area" which appeared in the St. 
Paul Dispatch, St. Paul, Minnesota, a published daily of 
general circulation, BANKS was described as arriving to 
speak with five heavily armed guards in tow and that 
"weapons were in sight every where," BANKS advised that 
we would give our lives to our people and that America 
must be dealt a lesson she will never forget."

On May 14, 1972, captioned article "AIM Leader 
Offers to Resign in Roadblock Dispute," which appeared 
in the Minneapolis Tribune, BANKS, as the National Director 
of Aim, offered to resign because local cass Lake, 
Minnesota, Indian leaders, wanted to remove the armed 
Indian blockades from the reservation, to prevent a 
confrontation between Indians and non-Indians. BANKS 
who advocated the roadblocks, later reconsidered his 
resignation when he received a "vote of confidence" from 
the National Board of Directors of AIM.

 On July 13, 1972, ________ b6
Judieia 1, Prevention and Enforcement service, b7c

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
advised that DENNIS BANKS is a principal leader of AIM 
in the Twin City area and is an advocate of violence,

A Pamphlet entitled "American Indian Movement 
(AIM)," which was published by the Minneapolis Chapter of 

AIM around late 1969, attempted to explain the organization 
and purposes of the movement to the public and listed 
DENNIS BANKS as Chairman of its Board of Directors.

On August 30, 1972, MP T-3 advised that BANKS 
participated in a disruption against the Republican party’s 
National Convention in Miami, Florida, on August 21-24,1972, 
Source advised! I b7D

I
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___________On January 19. 1973 ,______________ |
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised that BANKS was to 
stand trial on February 14, 1973 in Tribal court for 
disobedience of Tribal court restraining order, forbidding 
him to engage in unlawful assembly on the reservation.

On October 5, 1971, captioned article "Caravans 
to Protest Neglect of Indians" which appeared in the 
Minneapolis Tribune, advised that BANKS was leading a 
caravan, which was one of seven, beginning a trip across 
the United States and Canada to Washington, D. C., to 
protest the common mistreatment and neglect of the American 
Indian." The article also reported that BANKS had recently 
resigned as Executive Director of AIM, to direct its field 
operations. The article advised that the caravan hoped to 
pick up thousands of Indians along the way on their "Trail 
of Broken Treaties."

b6
b7C

On October 25, 1972, captioned article "200
Indians protest at BIA Office, Group Plans Washington Trip 
to Take Grievances to Nixon," which appeared in the 
Minneapolis Tribune, advised that BANKS was one of the 
leaders of a large group of Indians who occupied Minneapolis 
Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to determine 
if the Bureau was "officially opposed to the caravan known 
as the"Trail of Broken Treaties." BANKS, the article advised, 
demanded that the local Commissioner of the BIA call 
Washington and "get an answer."

On December 18, 1972]_____________________________
~| judicial, prevention and law Enforcement, Bureau 

of Indian Affairs (BIA), advised that DENNIS BANKS was a 
co-organizer of AIM in late 1968 and that BANKS advocated 
direct confrontation with authority. He advised that BANKS 
is currently a National Coordinator of Field Operations 
for AIM.

b6
b7C
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in the early Winter, 1973 (January), edition 
of Akwesasne Notes, *'the official publication of the Mohawk 
Nation," BANKS was given a considerable amount of media 
coverage by this paper, which devoted the bulk of this 
edition to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Building 
takeover in Washington, D. C. during 1972, BANKS was quoted 
numerous times and was singled out by the paper as being 
a principal leader in the occupation. The paper indicated 
that BANKS was a chief organizer of the caravan that arrived 
in Washington, D, C. and was involved in the erection of 
hasty defenses utilized by the Indians at the BIA Building. 
The paper also reported that BANKS backed the destruction 
of the BIA Building if the Government would not satisfy 
the demands of AIM.

A series of articles which appeared in the Idaho 
State journal, the evening newspaper of Pocatello, Idaho 
which covered a period from December 12-22, 1972, advised 
that BANKS appeared in that city shortly after the BIA 
Building takeover of Washington, D. C., and spoke to an 
Indian student assocation describing himself as a caravan 
chairman responsible for the "Trail of Broken Treaties” 
and its results.

The paper reported that BANKS threatened the local 
high school with a class action suit and demonstration” 
because of the offensive use of the word ’’Indians” and the 
name of their mascot used for school functions. The article 
also advised that BANKS condemned "White Christianity, 
Education and the BIA”. BANKS also reportedly espoused 
violence and demonstrations stating ”The Indian wars have 
not ended."

The articles also advised that BANKS defended 
the BIA, Washington, D. C., takeover and briefly discussed 
the stolen documents, characterizing them as an indictment 
against big business and the BIA who constantly cheat the 
Indian.
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On January 24, 1973, JOHN MANKE, Sheriff, Fall 
River County, Hot Springs, South Dakota, advised that on 
the same date, BANKS accompanied by others appeared at 
his office and asked questions regarding the recent stabbing 
of an Indian by a White man at Buffalo Gap, Minnesota, 
MANKE advised that he told BANKS that he did not have any 
authority regarding the matter, because it had taken place 
in a neighboring county. MANKE advised that BANKS stated 
that '‘apparently there are not enough policemen in that 
area to protect the Indian people from the White people.” 
MANKE also advised that BANKS made inquiries as to how many 
police were at Buffalo Gap and Hot Springs, South Dakota. 
He advised that BANKS and his group made no demands or threats 
and that when they left his office they proceeded down the 
streets of Hot Springs periodically stopping to talk to Indians.

On February 7, 1973, the Rapid City journal, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, a published daily of general 
circulation, carried an article captioned “Three Indians, 
Eight Officers Reported Hurt," advised that DENNIS BANKS 
had participated in a "melee" at Custer, South Dakota 
which resulted in the arson of the Chamber of Commerce 
Building and attempted arson of the Custer County Court 
House, The article reported that the confrontation was 
over the killing of an Indian by a White man.

On February 8, 1973, ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, 
Custer County, Custer, South Dakota, advised that DENNIS 
BANKS surrendered himself on February 8, 1973 and was 
charged with three felony counts, two counts of arson, 
and one count of riot in connection with this confrontation 
by AIM at Custer, South Dakota on February 6, 1973.

On March 8, 1973, in an article entitled 
"Indians Expect Assault by United States" which appeared 
in the st, Paul pioneer press, published daily of general 
circulation, DENNIS BANKS was depicted as one of the main 
leaders involved in the occupation of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota and that he had made a nationwide appeal for Indians 
and sympathizers to assist in defending the town against 
Federal officers, whom BANKS predicted would launch an 
attack in the near future.
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On February 27, 1973, members 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
with non-indian supporters, seized 
hostages and by force of arms, occupied 
the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 
during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked, six members of 
AIM were wounded, two fatally, two 
federal officers were wounded, one 
permanently paralyzed, in several 
exchanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding Government forces. 
On May 8, 1973, the occupation ended 
by the surrender of the remaining 
occupants. More than 200 arrests 
were made in connection with the 
occupation.
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On March 20, 1973 J____________________________ I
United States District Court for the District of South 
Dakota, Western Division, advised that DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
was indicted by a Federal Grand jury sitting at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, same date, for the following 
violations: Nine counts burglary, larceny, impeding Federal 
officers during a civil disorder, conspiracy to commit 
burglary and larceny, Assaulting a Federal officer, and 
possession of unregistered firearms. | ]advised that
a bench warrant was issued on March 28, 1973 by the Clerk 
of Court, united States District Court, for the District 
of South Dakota, Western Division, for the arrest of 
BANKS on the above charges and bail was fixed at $50,000 
Surety Bond.

On May 2, 1973, MP T-6 advised that BANKS was 
employed by Minneapolis Honeywell, Minneapolis, Minnesota, b?d 
on May 22, 1968 to May 6, 1970 as a job placement officer 
on the Employment Relations Staff to recruit minorities 
for the corporation's work force. He advised that BANKS

j I BANKS
attended the Pipestone Indian School, Bemidji High School, 
Bemidji, Minnesota and was in the United States Air Force 
from April 15, 1954 to April 12, 1958, receiving an honorable 
discharge and attained the rank of Airman Second Class.

On May 3, 1973, MP T-7 advised that he had heard 
through the Indian community, Minneapolis, that BANKS is 
becoming increasingly unpopular with the majority of AIM 
leaders because of his "almost obsessive and inflexible" 
stand on violence and was "off in the woods somewhere with 
a small band of followers." Source also advised that BANKS 
allegedly has made preparations in Canada for a hiding 
place and would possibly be seeking sanctuary among dissident 
Canadian Indian elements.
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On March 9, 1973, captioned article, ’’Wounded 
Knee Accord Nears," which appeared in the St. Louis 
Dispatch, a published daily of general circulation, 
advised that BANKS, in Wounded Knee, South Dakota, said 
"his group would act with restraint," while an "agreement 
in principle" was being arrived at between United States 
Government negotiators and the militant Indians holding 
the hamlet of Wounded Knee.

The article advised that prior to the announcement 
of a cease fire going into effect an intense exchange 
of gunfire took place.

DENNIS BANKS, commenting on the issue of whether 
or not the estimated 250 Indians controlling the village 
would lay down their weapons said, "Jf we leave without 
weapons we might get stepped on. We won’t leave in any 
way that is dishonorable, that costs dishonor on Indians."

BANKS also said "the second issue was Indian 
submission to FBI interrogation upon leaving and consenting 
to being driven 150 miles from Pine Ridge."
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All paragraphs in this communication are 
unclassified with the exception of those marked C.
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is. the property 
of the FBI and is loaned toyour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency ■



(Rev. 5-22-64) Afe 1
I 
I

FBI I

Date: 7/2/73 |
I

Transmit the following in_______________________ ____ .______________________________ 1
(Type in plaintext or code) j

v. AIRTEL IVia_____________________________________________________________________________ j
(Priority) ।

________________________________________________________________________________ 1.

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM:

SUBJECT:
if

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

DENNIS JAMES/BANKS 
EM - AIM

Re Bureau airtel to Albany, dated 5/22/73
captioned Key Extremist Program

principal
Inve stigation 
leader of the

has established that BANKS is a 
American Indian Movement (AIM).

During February, 1973, BANKS was one of the leaders of a 
group of Indians that engaged in civil disturbances at 
Custer and Rapid city, south Dakota. He was also one of 
the leaders and original occupants in the occupation at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota from February 27 to May 8, 1973

BANKS has been indicted by a Federal Grand Jury 
on charges of burglary, larceny, impeding Federal officers 
during a civil disorder, conspiracy to commit burglary and 
larceny, assaulting a Federal officer, and possession of 
unregistered firearms.

Ed-7

BANKS has been recommended for ADEX

In accordance with instructions in referenced 
airtel, it is recommended that BANKS be designated a key 
extremist

Bureau (rm) 

2 - Minneapolis 
DTD:cmk 
(4)

Approved//-______ -________________  
. 1 Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per --------------------------
U.S. Gov eminent Printing Office: 1972-455-574



NR 025 LA CODE

7:35PM NITEL 7/13/73 LDM

MINNEAPOLIS

OKLAHOMA CITY

FROM LOS ANGELES (70-7456)

x ©
DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM.

Mr. Felt _ 
Mr. Baker 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Clovelanr 
Mr. Conrad _ 
Mr. Gebhardt 
Mr, Jenkins 
Mr. Mare 
Mr. Mill 
Mr. Safars 
Mr. Thompson____ 
Mr. Walters . 
f. ’o. Room  
Mr. Bai'ro  
Mr. Borneo  
Mr. Botrrrs
Mr. Herington ____  
Mr. Conmy
Mr. Mintz _______  
Mr. Eardley  
Mrs, Hagan 

SOURCE ONE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 

IN THE PAST ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT CAPTIONED SUBJECT 

SPOKE AT AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT IN LOS ANGELES 7/11/73. 

ADVISED HE WILL BE HOLDING A CONFERENCE AT CUSTER, SOUTH 

DAKOTA PRIOR TO NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

CONVENTION SCHEDULED FOR 7/25/73 THROUGH 8/7/73 NEAR

WHITEOAK,.OKLAHOMA. SUBJECT ACCOMPANIED BY

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT ATTORNEY WHO ADVISED HE WAS

IN THE PROCESS OF ORGANIZING A TEAM OF1 INTERNATIONAL

b6
b7C

STATES GOVERNMENT IN TREATIES WITH AMERICAN INDI ANS?1-7973
ATTORNEYS TO EXAMINE TREATY OBLIGATIONS OF UNITED

b6
b7C



LA 70-7456 ‘

PAGE TWO

SOURCE TWO, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 

IN THE PAST ADVISED SUBJECT APPEARED ON 7/13/73 AT 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY LOS ANGELES AND SPOKE 

BRIEFLY REGARDING AMERICAN INDIAN GREVIENCES.

LOS ANGELES WILL FOLLOW SUBJECT’S ACTIVITIES 

IN LOS ANGELES AND SUBMIT APPROPRIATE LHM.

1
ADMINISTRATIVE

SOURCE ONE IS b7D

SOURCE TWO IS

END

PLS HOLD FOR ONE

JXS FBI HQ CLR

FOR TEN TELS

b6
b7C



Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

of Moto:

Date: 7/12/73

(Type tn plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR.! FBI

SA .INNEAPOLIS (70-6864) (P)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EM \\AIM

00: MINNEAPOLIS

Re Milwaukee nitel to Bureau dated 7/10/73

On 7/11/73, St. Paul, Minnesota, State Department 
Vehicles checks revealed that 1973 Minnesota License 

is registered to|

On 7/11/73.1~ 1 Real
Property Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minne
apolis, Minnesota, advised that subject owns five fractions
of individual interest.property, in the Leach Lake, 
and Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, Indian reservation areas

Minnesota 
which

were inherited from deceased heirs. He advised that the BIA 
would permit BANKS to obtain a patent in fee (taxable status) 
and sell to whomever he chose, only if he could buy out all 
other owners of tracts that adjoined his interest. I ~l 
advised that BANKS could sell his allotment to any existing 
original co-owner, for a price less than current market value 
He advised that subject can gift deed his allotment only to
a linear descendant or relative If the land was held in
trust by the BIA, he advised the Secretary of the interior?* 
_ >

nu Approved: .HU-________________

2 - Milwaukee (70-1244)
2 - Minneapolis 
RKT:dlb 
(6)

PerSent M

JUL ]41973

Special Agent in Charge U.S. Government Printing Office; 1972—455-574



<

MP 70-6864

would not permit its sale or gift deed. I "ladvised be 
that although not impossible, it would be extremely difficult b7c 
for BANKS to sell or give any of his land to a non-Indian.

LEAD

MINNEAPOLIS

AT DULUTH, MINNESOTA

Will identify) and determine if be
associated with the American Indian Movement (AIM). bic

-2-



JiU SL2EAU GF 
tjmiCATIONS SECTIC?!

NR 045 LA CODE teletype

/

845 PM NITEL 7-16-73 JJS

TO

MINNEAPOLIS

OKL

FROM

DIRECTOR

ANGELES (70-7456)S

OMA CITY

DE ms 3 AMES* BANKS, EM- AIM

b6
b7C

Mr. Bak^r _______ .
Mr. Callahan ____  
Mr. Cleveland___ _ 
Mr. Conrad _____  
Mr. Gebhardt ____ 
Mr. Jenkino ___  
Mr. Marshall __tri 
Mr. Miller, E.S. 
Mr. Soyars __  
Mr. Thompson/Zf_ 
Mr. Walters _____  
Tele. Room ______ 
Mr. Babe _______  
Mr. Baines ______  
Mr. Bowers ______  
Mr. Herington____ 
Mr. Conmy______  
Mr, Mintz ______  
Mr. Eardley _____  
Mtb. Hogan _____

Rtf- LOS ANGELES NITEL TO THE BUREAU DATED 7-13-73

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

IP

XI JUL 18197^

b6 
h>7C 
L?D

SOURCE JoMJ WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
r—J

IN THE PAST, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT CAPTIONED SUBJECT

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 7PM 7-15-73, EN ROUTE

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING IN AS EFFORT TO ASCERTAIN

ANY EXTREMIST ACTIVITY ON HIS PART* LHM WILL FOLLOW

END

ADMINISTRATIVE: SOURCE ONE IS

®C-AAG Criminal 
/ >, Attn:

DEPARTED

CCS
□ CCS

Litigation Vol#

b7D 
b6
b7C

b6
b7C



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRQ.1:
FBI AUTOiLATIC
DATE 01-23-21

DECLASSIEICATIOH GUIDE
idem: JOE5Q 03 INVEST^W

W COMMUNICATION'S SECTION

r:s*3®6 oc coos
1203AM 7-1^9-73 MITEL DWM

TO DIR^TOR 100-4 624 8 ATTN: INTO

CHICAGO

MINNEAPOLIS

FROM OKLAHOMA CITY 2P

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CIR - BURGLARY, EM-ALM OKLA CITY

FILE 157- 1555

Mr. Fe^-.___g 
. Mr. BoLerl l ^6 

Mr. CaliaSan a—b7C 
Mr. develop___ 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Gebhardt 
Mr. Jenkins * 
Mr. Marshall ____ 
Mr. Miller, E.S. __  
Mr, Soyara  
Mr. Thompson___  
Mr. Walters  
Tele. Hoom  
Mr. Baise 
Mr. Barnes  
Mr. Bowers  
Mr. Herington___  
Mr. Canmy 
Mr. Mintz  
Mr. Eardley .__ —
Mrs. Hogan . _(_([ \

b6 
^b7C

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM), NATIONAL CONVENTION, WHITE OAK

OKLAHOMA 7/25-8/5/73 - AM. OKLA CITY FILE 157-1469

ON 7/28/73 A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION

ID THE PAST ADVISED THAT DENNIS BANKS IS TO ARRIVE AT TULSA INTER-

NATIONAL AIRPORT, TULSA

AND ARRIVAL TIME UNKNOWN

O

OKLAHOMA IN THE AM OF 7/20/73 AIRLINES

EX-103 1
SOURCE ADVISED THAT ONE

------------------------------------------------ 8 JUL JUEEm
MAY 3E WANTED FOR INVOLVEMENT AT WOUNDED KNEE

b6 
b7C 
b7D

HAS BEEN AT AIM CONVENTION, WHITE OAK, OKLAHOMA AND IS CURRENTLY

ROUTE

END PAGE

,^2 '913
AUG

ONE .y 
t.

TO CHICAGO b6



PAGE TWO }
Od 15 7- 14 69

Od 157- 1555

IS BELIEVED TO RESIDE AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES VINITA, WHITE OAK, AND TULSA BEING APPRISED

b6 
b7C
b7D

ARRIVAL OF BANKS SOURCES HAVE BEEN ALERTED CONCERNING ARRIVAL

ADMINISTRATIVE:
■jl

! source concealed is
concealed by request.

CHICAGO AND MINNEAPOLIS DETERMINE IF b6
b7C

FUGITIVE, IF SO ADVISE ST. LOUIS.

' FOR INFO OF BUREAU, REURTEL 7/28/73, WITH AIM CAPTION J
aS above.

SOURCES OTHER THAN who attended same meeting as

ADDITIONAL SOURCES BEING ALERTED AND AS INFORMATION DEVELOPED

VERIFYING OR NEGATING INFORMATION FROM

JPS FBIHQ CLR

J

b6
b7C



OPTIONAL FORM ^0, 10
MAY W2 EDITION __ r
6 SA PPMR (41 QPr) 10I-1L6

UNITED STATES G^PerNMENT

Memorandum
.DIRECTOR. FBI

LOS ANGELES (70-7456) (P)

DENNIS JAMES'’BANKS 
EM-AIM
00; Minneapolis

date: 8/7/73

b7D

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

Re Los Angeles nit els on 7/13 > ^6, ^9/^3^^^

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (LHM) concerning captioned individual 
with two copies of an ED-376 stapled thereto. One copy of . 
this LHM is being enclosed for Minneapolis in view of their 
investigative interest in the matter. One copy of this LHM 
is being disseminated to Secret Service^ Los Angeles^ in 
view of subject's affiliation with an organization which 
has indicated a propensity for violence.

Sources utilized in the attached LHM are as 
follows:

Son-rrE- OriR

Source Two
Nonsymboled source 
set forth separately

Source Three

Source Pour

Source Fi^e

REC 2

6 AUG-^^.1973

z - Bureau (Enc 5) \
1 - Minneapolis (Enc 1)
2 - L^ Angeles

TLC/fSAUG2W3
(5)

Buy U.S, Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



LA 70-7456

LEADS

LOS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: Will continue to 
contact sources to determine if subject returns to Los 
Angeles and whether or not National American Indian Movement 
Headquarters is relocated in Los Angeles.

- 2* -



LA 70-7456

NONSYMBOLED SOURCE ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Source Two
b6
b7C
b7D

- 3 -



FD-376 (Rev. >18-73)

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No.

UNI^D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JI^ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

LA 70-7456
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Director
United States'Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the EBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. FU Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. □ Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3* I I Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. I I Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U- S- demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. □ Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. I I Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph pin has been furnished □enclosed I I is not available.

Very truly yours,

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service 5 LOS Angeles

Enclosure(s)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California 
August 7, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

This investigation is based on information which 
indicates the subject is engaged in activities which could 
involve a violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 
2383 (Rebellion and Insurrection) or Section 384 (Seditious 
Conspiracy), as indicated hereafter.

The subject has been identified as being actively 
involved in militant activities of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM).

Since January 1973$ ATM has been actively involved 
in demonstrations and violent confrontations with local 
authorities in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid city 
and Custer areas of South Dakota. From February 27$ 1973$ 
through May 8, 1973$ AIM leaders and members and their 
supporters occupied the community of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
by force of arms taking a number of the community residents 
as hostages. Before surrendering to Federal authorities 
they engaged in numerous violent and destructive acts and gun_ 
fire was exchanged with Federal authorities resulting in 
the death of two of the'insurgents.

/ o9-
This document contains neither recommendations nor 

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Unless otherwise noted sources utilized in this 
document have furnished reliable inf ormatim in the past.

On July 10, 19735 source one adviised that the
Los Angeles Chapter of the AIM was planning to hold a meeting 
at the American Indian Cultural Center, 60S South New 
Hampshire, Los Angeles, on July 11, 1973, and that Dennis 
Banks was scheduled to be the guest speaker.

The AIM is a militant American Indian 
organization with chapters throughout 
the United States, Dennis Banks is a 
national leader of AIM.

On July 10, 1973, source two who has furnished 
insufficient information, to determine relaability, advised 
that on July 10. 1Q73. Dennis Banks.I land____ b6 

b7C 
b7D

Source two also indicated that while in Los Angeles, 
Banks planned to speak at a meeting of the Xos Angeles 
Chapter of AIM at 7:00 p.m., on July 11, 1^T3.

On July 11, 1973j source three advised that Banks 
appeared at the meeting of the Los Angeles Chapter of AIM on 
July 11, 1973, which was attended by approximately 75 to 100 
individuals. Banks spoke briefly on the American Indian 
problem, but indicated that future efforts on the part of 
AIM would be along "legal lines.” He indicated that he was 
holding a meeting at Custer, South Dakota, prior to the National 
AIM conference scheduled to be held from July 25, 19733 through 
August 7, 1973 > near White Oak, Oklahoma.

an AIM attorney accompanied Banks 
at the meeting and spoke briefly regarding his efforts to 
organize a team of attorneys to father efforts to settle 
Indian disputes with the Federal government through legal 
channels. He indicated that to date $500,SOO had been 
collected for legal fees, including bail bmds and that an

b6
b7C

- 2 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

additional $15,000 was needed to free three individuals 
arrested as a result of the Wounded Knee confrontation who 
were still incarcerated.

On July 133 19733 source four furnished the following
b6



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On July 19? 1973a source four .advised that 
Banks spoke at a rally at the Southeast Indian Center, 
Huntington Park, California,, on July 18, 1973- His speech 
was centered around the events of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, and he was accompanied by Carter Camp, also a 
national AIM leader.

On July 24, 1973, source five advised that Banks 
appeared at a demonstration sponsored by the committee to 
free Los Tres on July 22, 1973; in Los Angeles.

The committee to free Los Tres was. 
organized to raise funds for an appeal 
in the ease of I be

b7C

reierrea to as,—lus Trey convicted— 
in November 1971; of assaulting a 
Federal officer.

Source five advised that the above demonstration 
was attended by approximately 700 people, and that most of 
the speeches delivered by other speakers were directed toward 
Mexican-American grievances. Banks spoke briefly and indicated 
that AIM would be supporting the boycott of Safeway Stores 
who sell produce, not picked by members of the United Farm 
Workers union which was organized by I I be

b7C

- 6* -



NR002 MP PLAIN

2:26 PM URGENT 5/4/73 JLL

TO^DIRECTOR

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-346) (P)2P

0

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS,

Comp. Syst. ____ 
Files & 
Gen. lnv>?
I de nt. ___  
Inspection 
Intel!, 
Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. __  
Spec. tnv.  
Training

Legal Coun.  
Cong. Serv.  
Corr. & Crm.

Research  
Press Off.  
Telephone Rm. __  
Director Sec'y ___

RE MINNEAPOLIS PHONE CALL TO BUREAU 9/4/73.

ON 9/2/73 SUBJECT APPEARED ON ST, PAUL, MINN., TV STATION

KSTP (AN AFFILIATE OF NBC), ON A PROGRAM CALLED "THE CHARLEY

MC CARTY SHOW”, WHICH IS BROADCAST LOCALLY TO THE MINNEAPOLIS-

ST, PAUL AREA. THIS SHOW WAS PREVIOUSLY TAPED ON THURSDAY

EVENING. 8/30/73, ... Y .
DURING MC CARTY’S INTERVIEW OF BANKS, THE SUBJECT REFERRED Aj. >

TO A NUMBER OF ATTEMPTED CITIZENS ARRESTS WHICH WERE MADE BY

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL DEFENSE/OFFENSE

COMMITTEE, AND SPECIFICALLY MADE REFERENCE TO "AGENT

STATING THAT THE FBI HAS FAILED TO MAKE HIM AVAILABLE

FOR PROSECUTION. BANKS THEN APPEALED TO THE TELEVISION AUDIENCEJ

REQUESTING THAT ANYONE WHO HAS THE OPPORTUNITY SHOULD ARREST

END PAGE ONE

S3 SEP 11

b6
b7C

b6
b7C



MP 157-846

PAGE TWO

AGENT AND BRING HIM TO JUSTICE AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA.
--------------------- -------------------- b7C

BANKS REPEATEDLY MADE REFERENCE TO THE FBI AS HARBORING

AND THAT WAS CURRENTLY A FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE.

LHM TO FOLLOW.

END.

MAH FBHQ ACK FO ONE

CLR U

b6
b7C



5-U3a (Rev. 3-21-73)

Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

D^.. . 9/5/73.

You have previously been advised 
about members of the Wounded Knee Legal 
Defense/Offense Committee (WKLDOC) at 
Rapid City, South Dakota, harassing our 
Agents working in that area. On 8/6/73 
members of the WKLDOC attempted to make a
citizen’s arrest of SA
a Local arrest warrant was subsequently

] and b6
b7C

issued. had already returned to
San Francisco, his office of assignment.

Attached indicates on 9/2/73 Dennis 
Banks, national executive director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), appeared 
on a local St. Paul, Minnesota, television 
program and referred to the citizen’s
arrest of 
failed to make[

Banks said the FBI has 
available for prose

b6
b7C

cution and requested anyone in the television 
audience^who had the opportuni ty? to arrest

 and bring him to justice at Rapid

Pertinent portions of the attached 
are being furnished to the Criminal Division 
of the Justice Department (internal Security 
and General Crimes Sections

RWH:aso



SAC, Minneapolis (157-846) September 13, 1973

Director, FBI (157-29309)

DENNIS JAMES S

1 - Minneapolis Field
Oui dance______  

1 - b6
b7C

EM - AIM
KEY EXTREMIST

Subject has been designated as a Key Extremist 
(KE). As you are aware, the purpose of the KE program is to 
intensify coverage of selected extremists throughout the U.S. 
who pose the greatest potential for revolutionary activity. 
The objective of this program is to develop complete and 
detailed information on their day-to-day activities and future 
plans.

I

Review of subject’s file at FBIHQ indicates a great L 
deal of investigation remains to be conducted in this matter. 
Promptly institute investigation to comply with instructions 
relative to the KE program as. set forth in the Manual of 
Instructions, Section 122(5).

Keep FBIHQ advised on a 90-day basis of investigation 
being conducted. In view of subject’s capacity as a national 
leader of AIM, the Denver Office (office of origin for AIM), 
should be kept aware of subject’s activities.

■ .... REC-45 /y? -

* n, NOTE: Subject is a national leader of the Americanrlndrafi^
*»»*.»« Movement. He was involved in AIM activities at Wounded Knee. o 

South Dakota, and is under Federal indictment as a re^iit’-bf 
ffos&com. his activities there. Inasmuch as the subject is a KE, w 

Minneapolis is being instructed to insure investigation
—complies with instructions in the Manual of Instructions. 

InlolL ________ * J
Laboratory_____  *



CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVEE FROM: sW
FBI AUTOiLATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE / ' ,1

: 01-23-2020 BY: | | Jf'S- b6^
FQ-20S (Rev. 1-7-72) Y ” b7C

~ “ FEDERAOteUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

9/17/73
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

6/14 - 9/12/73
TITLE OF CASE

y DENNIS JAMES BANKS
(A
A'

REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

cmk b6
CHARACTER OF CASE

EM - AIM (KEY EXTREMIST)

REFERENCE

Minneapolis report of SA
/ ■■ ' > 

dated 5/15/73. ™
b7C

p -

ADMINISTRATIVE

This investigation is based on information which 
indicates the subject is engaged in activities 
which could involve a violation of Title 18, U. S. 
Code, Section 2383 (Rebellion or Insurrection) or 
2384 (Seditious Conspiracy), as indicated hereafter. 
The subject has been identified as being actively

A P P RO V E11

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED KO NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

. CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I IYES IXInO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS Q Y ES flC~|NO

CON VI C. FUG. FIN ES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

iN CHARGE

COPIES MADE!

Bureau (RM) (157-29309)
1

1
2

U.S. Secret Service, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)

Denver (Info) (RM) 
Minneapolis (157-846)

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

No tat ions

SEP *91973

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agen cy —;

Request Reed. —

Date Fwd. 1 / -/> ' 1 <<
How Fwd, l

By |

COVER PAGE



MP 157-846

involved in militant activities of the AIM. 
Since January, 1973, AIM has been actively 
involved in demonstrations and violent con
frontations with local authorities in 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid City 
and Custer areas of South Dakota. From 
February 27 through May 8, 1973, AIM leaders 
and members and their supporters occupied the 
community of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, by 
force of arms taking a number of the community* s 
residents as hostages. Before surrendering to 
Federal authorities, they engaged in numerous 
violent and destructive acts and gunfire was 
exchanged with Federal authorities resulting 
in the death of two of the insurgents.

A copy of this report is being furnished U. S. 
Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

INFORMANTS

MP

MP

MP

Identity of Source

xs

T—2 is

T-3

T-l

File Where Located

157—846—137,151

157-846-172

157-846-179, 182

LEAD

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

Will continue to follow activities of subject.

- B -
COVER PAGE



J

Fp^S (Rev. 5-16-73)
1 MP 157-846 £ 0

1. 52 Subject’s name is included in the ADEX.
2. 52 The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. Q A suitable photograph [x] is I I is not available. 

Date photograph was taken__ ____ 9/14/7-1_______
5. ri Subject is employed in a key facility and___________________ ■—--------- is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are___ __ _________________________ ——-

6. gj This report is classified -------------------------------- because
(state reason) it contains information from confidential 
informants of continuing value, the unauthorized 
disclosure of which could possible identify informants 
which would be detrimental to the national defense.

7. | | Subject previously interviewed (dates).---------------------------------------------------------------  
jx] Subject was not fxl interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason)

of activities at Wounded Knee, it is considered 
inadvisable to interview subject*

8. | | This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9. □ This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 
within the criteria because (state reason)

10. □ Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division:
□ Submitted-------------  —--------------- Placed j I Yes □ No

(date)

11- gj Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index.

12. } | Subject designated and/or included in;
□ Key Activist Program J j Arab Terrorist Photograph Album
□ Key Extremist Program I j Extremist Photograph Album

_ r* J I Weatherman Photograph Album

COVER PAGE



In, Reply, Please Refer to 

File No,

STATES DEPARTMENT

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

September 17, 1973

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EXTREMIST MATTER -
Dear Sir: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT -

(KEY EXTREMIST)
The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 

to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2- Ixl Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. F~1 Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. Ixl Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. DTI Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6- □ Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. !y~| Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph Ixl has been furnished □enclosed □ is not available.

Very truly yours,

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(sl) (1) (RM) 
u. S. Secret Service Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enclosure(s) (1) (RM)
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Character: EXTREMIST MATTER -
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (KEY EXTREMIST)

Synopsis: Subject, who is currently the Executive Director of
AIM, has been indicted for activities at Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, and is presently free on bond. 
His activities with AIM are set forth. ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS.
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DETAILS;

On February 6, 1973, DENNIS JAMES BANKS, National Field 
Director for the American Indian Movement (AIM), along with other 
members of AIM, was involved in a disturbance at Custer, South 
Dakota.
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MP 157-846

The articles of incorporation, of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM), were filed with the 
Minnesota Secretary of State, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on October 1, 1968, and stated that 
the purpose of this corporation is to solicit 
and broaden opportunities and general welfare 
for the urban Indians in order that he may 
enjoy his full rights as a citizen of these 
United States, also his special rights as an 
Aborigine.

On December 18, 1972,|_____________________________
1 Judicial, Prevention and Law Enforce

ment, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, advised that the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) claims to be an Indian civil 
rights organization whose stated purpose is to 
enhance the social, education, and economic_______  
status of Indians. In reality, however,I 
advised AIM is a militant organization and its 
leaders believe in direct confrontation with 
authority.

b6
b7C

During this disturbance, the Custer County Court 
House received extensive damage and the Custer Chamber of 
Commerce Building, a small log cabin, was burned to the ground. 
Members of the South Dakota State Highway Patrol were injured 
when they attempted to quell this disturbance. Witnesses at 
Custer, South Dakota, reported that DENNIS BANKS attempted to 
commandeer a truck loaded with 9,000 gallons of gasoline.

On April 10, 1973, DENNIS BANKS was indicted by a 
Federal Grand Jury at Sioux Fnlls, South Dakota, on a charge 
of interfering with a motor vehicle involved in interstate 
commerce.

BANKS was also involved in the takeover of Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota.
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Cn February 27, 1973, members of AIM, with 
non-Indian supporters, seized hostages and 
by force of arms, occupied the town of Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked, six members of AIM were 
wounded, two fatally, two Federal officers were 
wounded, one permanently paralyzed, in several 
exchanges of gunfire between occupants and 
surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, 
the occupation ended by the surrender of the 
remaining occupants. More than 200 arrests 
were made in connection with the occupation.

As a result of BANKS' activities at Wounded Knee on 
March 20, 1973, he was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on charges of Crime on an Indian 
Reservation - Burglary, Larceny, Arson; Assaulting a Federal 
Officer; Impeding and Interfering with Federal Officers during 
the commission of a civil disorder; Unlawful Possession of 
Unregistered Firearms (specifically molotov cocktails); and 
Conspiracy. Also in connection with the Wounded Knee incident, 
BANKS was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, on April 10, 1973, on two counts of Assaulting 
Federal Officers. This indictment was in connection with the 
shooting of an FBI Agent and a United States Marshal, who was 
partially paralyzed.

On June 25, 1973, BANKS surrendered himself to a 
Deputy U. S. Marshal and an FBI Agent at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and immediately appeared before JAMES H. WILSON, U. S. 
Magistrate, Rapid City, South Dakota, who set bond at $105,000. 
On June 28, 1973, BANKS was released on bond.
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MP T-1, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on July 30, 1973, that BANKS was in attendance 
at the AIM National Convention at White Oak, Oklahoma, which was 
held during the period July 25 to August 5, 1973.

MP T-1 advised on August 4, 1973, that DENNIS BANKS, 
as Executive Director of AIM, is the most powerful, single leader 
within this movement.

The following article appeared in the "St. Paul Dispatch," 
a newspaper of general circulation, at St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
August 4, 1973:

"AIM Vows 10-Year 
Government Assault

"White Oak, Okla. The executive director of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), said the organi
sation will ’launch the greatest assault ever on this 
government.*

"DENNIS BANKS also outlined AIM's 10-year plan 
Friday to more than 500 Indians at the final session 
of AIM’s two-week convention on a privately-owned 
farm near here, a small community 55 miles northeast 
of Tulsa, Okla.

"BANKS said the first phase of AIM’s program, 
to last two years, consists of an evaluation of Indian 
treaties, and inventory of Indian resources and a 
review of Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) actions.

"BANKS said AIM attorneys would file 'theft 
and corruption complaints against BIA officials. 
We will reveal acts of BIA terrorism.’
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MP 157-846

"He said AIM would lobby the Congress and 
organized tribal governments to push for repeal 
of the 1934 law which established the federal agency.

"If AIM is not successful in its challenge 
'through the system, * BANKS said AIM will force 
BIA employees off reservations in 1982.

“AIM has chosen July 3, 1976, the nation's 
200th birthday, as the date it will cancel 'key 
contracts and leases,' call for free elections for 
all tribal positions, close BIA-operated schools and 
organize a boycott of businesses owned by non Indians 
on reservations, he said. The plan calls for estab
lishing alternative schools by 1977.

"He said attorneys would renegotiate the 
business leases on terms more favorable to Indians 
and that court action would be taken to 'recapture 
Indian land and properties.'

' "AIM will launce the greatest assault ever on 
this government,' BANKS said. ’We will use every 
available means. We will work aggressively."'

On August 13, 1973, MP T-2, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that BANKS attended the Sioux 
Sun Dance ceremonies at Rosebud, South Dakota, on August 9, 1973.

Cn August 23, 1973, MP T-3, who has furnished reliable 
information in the oast, advised that DENNIS BANKS was in contact b6
with________________________________________________________________ | and b7c
instructed him to issue the following press release:
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‘"Des Moines, Iowa, DENNIS BANKS, National 
Director of the American Indian Movement, announced 
today that teamster activities throughout the nation 
have become oppressive and intolerable to Indians, 
Chicanos, and other groups who struggle for their 
rights. AIM is approaching all national tribal chair
men to cancel interstate commercial clauses which 
allow teamster-operated carriers access to Indian 
Reservation lands. AIM will restrict carriers to 
non teamster members. Furthermore, AIM will move to 
confiscate all teamster materials, equipment, and 
goods crossing Reservation borders. Current teamster 
repressive behavior including mistreatment and shooting 
of United Farm Workers in California is identical to 
Minnesota killings of the 30*s in towns of Austin and 
Albert Lee. These teamster acts cannot be forgotten 
or continues to be tolerated. DENNIS J. BANKS, 
National Director, 515-282-5208.”'

MP T-3, on August 29, 1973, advised that BANKS 
•ucted| to issue the following press release: b6

b7C

'"From the Office of the National Executive 
Director: After meeting with principal witnesses 
surrounding shooting of CLYDE BELLECOURT, and after 
confering with National AIM officials, it is the 
judgment of AIM that a major conspiracy exists both 
within and outside of the AIM organization to commit 
wholesale assassination against AIM leaders. Those 
included to be assassinated include: BELLECOURT, 
RUSSELL MEANS, DENNIS BANKS, and CROWDOG. This 
bizarre death plot was reported by reliable sources 
who have confessed and implied that a large sum of 
money was paid to carry out killings. It is the 
opinion of AIM that those traitors who have chosen 
to commit murder against other Indians must be dealt
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with by Indian law. It is also the opinion that 
any further attempts to complete the assassination 
plot will result in immediate retaliatory action. 
Because AIM officials have been gunned down all 
security personnel and state co-ordinator will 
convene a special Indian Grand Jury to determine 
further action. In view of jailing and bond 
revocation of CARTER CAMP, JOHN TRUEDELL, National 
AIM Co-Chairman, will assume full responsibilities 
of chairmanship.' National Executive Director 
DENNIS J. BANKS (605) 348-0122, National Press 
Secretary GEORGE C. ROBERTS, (213) 933-5843."

On the evening of September 2, 1973, subject was 
observed by a Special Agent of the RBI to appear as a guest 
on a St. Paul, Minnesota, television program, Local Station 
KSTP, called the "Charlie McCarty Show."

During this show, BANKS accused the Federal govern-  
ment of complicity in the shooting of AIM leaded" I te
and conspiracy to neutralize the effectiveness of AIM leaders. b7'

BANKS stated that he was in Denver, Colorado, when 
the shooting of[ |took place, and charged that Federal
law enforcement authorities, along with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), under the auspices of the Department of the 
Interior, continue a program of harassment.

BANKS told the audience that AIM plans on challenging 
the U. S. Government again in the near future.

BANKS, during the interview, accused the U. S. gover- 
ment of being responsible for the violence attributed to AIM, 
and likened the government support of the Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, Tribal Chairman to its support of the current South 
Vietnamese regime. BANKS stated that the whole country is 
“Wounded Knee."
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During the interview, BANKS stated that the American 
Indian tribes ultimately wished to become an independent nation, 
self-governing, and engage in treaties with foreign powers, while 
continuing to reside within the confines of the Western Hemisphere
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITEl^TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Los Angeles, California 

September 10, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTERS - 
AMERICAN INDIAN 
MOVEMENT

Bureau 
a tape

On August 19, 1973? an employee of the Federal 
of Investigation at Los Angeles, California, .obtained 
recorded copy of a publicly aired television program

on which Banks, National Field Director, and Ramon 0 
^^^out>ide.aux, General—-Consul—for—the_.American-Indian-Move- 

"’""'7'ment, were guests. The program entitled, ”lmpacto” was
’aired in Los Angeles on August 19, 1973? on television 
channel 4, KNBC Television. The master of ceremonies for 
the program was not identified. The following is a 
transcription of the program:

This document contains neither recommendations conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; It and its contents ate not to be distributed 
outside your agency.



KNBC Ch. 4 "IMPACTO" 
"WOUNDED KNEE"

8/19/73
1:30 P.m.

UNKNOWN MALE (UM): Since 1672 the United States 
Government has signed 
4’11 treaties with various 
Indian tribes, but Indians 
feel that many of these 
treaties have been broken, 
and it goes without 
saying that frustrations 
and anger that build 
up to Wounded Knee were 
long overdue. The film 
you are about to see 
depicts some of the anger 
and frustrations that 
occurred at Ouster, South 
Dakota.

FILM.

Good afternoon this 
is (Unintelligible),. This 
afternoon we’re going to 
talk about Wounded Knee and 
what happened there and two 
people who are here to- discuss 
it with us are fir. Dennis Banks, 
who is National Field Director 
for the -American Indian Movement 
and Mr. Ramon Roubideaux, General 
Consul for the American Indian 
Movement, welcome gentlemen to 
Impact©. Mr. Banks, you were 
at Wounded Knee where there was 
a confrontation for 71 days between 
the massed forces of the United States

_____ J
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BANKS:

UM*

BANKS:

Government and the Indians 
of Wounded Knee, Are 

m ^..there JLikely to be more 
Wounded Knee type 
confrontations any time 
soon?

"I think before that this 
war ends that you will 
see 50 more Wounded 
Knee’s happening all 
across this country.

You say a war, what war 
are you talking about?

I’m talking about the war, 
that, that this Government 
has declared against us 
since 1894, since the 
establishment of the 
'Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and since the creation 
of the Indian Re-Organization 
Act of 1934, Uhh these, 
these, these acts, policies 
which they have passed 
against the community without 
without Indian approval 
has, has cause untold misery 
and, and, and murder and'death 
uhhh to happen on the reservation 
against Indian, people and, and as long 
as conditions like that exist 
against Indian people and are condoned 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
a Government agency, I consider 
that to be an act of war. I 
considered it war against all 
Indian people by this Government.
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UM:

BANKS:

Do you have plans right 
now for any other Wounded 
Knee type confrontations?

UhfTwe' have plans,, 
of course, to straighten 
out all kinds of corruption 
on on a lot of reservations. 
Our plans of course, uhhh, 
don’t include, you know, 
any, for any immediate 
uhhh, uhh physical a 
confrontation with this 
Government, but if the 
conditions call for it 
today, if it calls for 
it this very hour, a 
Wounded Knee could happen 
any place in the United, 
any place on ther reservation.

UM: Mr. uhh (Unintelligible) when 
we talk about war, uhhh 
in the rhetorical (phonetic) sense, 
and also in the sense of 
confrontation between armed 
men, uhh you’ve talked about war in 
another sense, the legal sense, 
how do you justify the use 
of that term in the legal sense?

RAMON: Uhhh we’re confronted
with a governmental system 
that has completely smothered 
the Indian people, smothered 
them so badly that even in our 
court system in many cases Indian, 
people aren3t receiving the 
consideration they should receive 
under the laws of this land. 
Consequently in defending dur people
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who are accused of crimes 
in connection with the 
Wounded Knee confrontation, 
uhhh w& are going to 
enlist the aid of many 
volunteer attorneys 
throughout the country.

UM: Uh ummm.

RAMON: To uhh launch a massive 
legalassau.lt against 
the people who would 
deny these equal protections 
to us in the court system.

UM: A little later on we’ll 
ask you for an address 
that people can write 
to or a phone number if 
they want more informstion 
but I think you also raise 
the matter of jurisdiction 
when we were talking earlier. 
The matter of jurisdiction 
over the uhh Indian uhh, 
uhhh nations geographic 
territories, do you want 
to do into that a little 
bit? ' ’

RAMON: Well we feel that the 
treaty system of the 
treaties that were entered 
into by this Government 
with the.Indian tribes 
throughout the United States 
were unilaterally cut off in 
1871$ uhh and since that time 
a succession of congressional 
enactments have taken away from
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RAMON:

the Indian people their 
right to govern themselves, 
have taken away many other 
things of* monetary value, 
such as mineral rights, 
water rights, hunting and 
fishing rights, uhh their 
rights to compensation 
for uhh power lines to go 
across Indian lands, Many 
things like that were not 
given up in our treaties 
and we maintain today that 
despite unilateral action 
by the Congress of the 
United States in bit by 
bit taking away all of 
our sovereignty that we 
still from an international 
legal standpoint, we still 
have the status of sovereign 
nations and still are 
entitled to these rights 
of .self-government.

So the mar.t£al law 
conditions for .example 
at Wounded Knee with 
Federal Marshals on 
the reservation in your 
view constitute what? 
Invasion by a foreign 
power into your uhhh, 
into your national 
territory or what?

You could look at it that 
way, we feel that the actions 
of the Federal forces are 
not authorised, that they’re 
illegal and that they’re 
void. And that they have
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UM

BANKS:

no business coming on 
pur_reservation and 
brutalizing our people 
who are merely protecting 
their personal and property 
rights.

Mr. Banks is this a
situation in which the, 
the contestant or the party 
with greater power of 
armed forces is going' 
to prevail uhh is there 
any was how can you 
possibly hope to fight 
the mass power of the 
United States Government 
with all of its uhhh, 
all of its armed forces, 
and all of its. capability 
to mobiiize force againsv 
you if it comes to that, 
how are you going to fight 
that?

Of course, militarily we
we we couldn’t last uhh 
more than one second 
against the, against this 
government in terms of use, 
in wha-t they used against 
us at Wounded Knee, they 
used tanks, a ,50 caliber 
machine guns, they used 
hand grenades, they used 
gas, everything that constitutes 
uhh you know, in in war material 
that they used against us> 
but we’re going to have to 

’approach this you know in a 
shotgun approach when using,- of 
course, worldwide approach uhh
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in gaining worldwide attention 
by trying to create an inter
national treatie (Unintelligible) 
that would push you know are 
cases to the, to the 
world court, the other 
of course is to, to question 
the jurisdiction of, of, of 
that, this government, the 
United States Government on the, 
on the reservations of United 
States, I think that uhh a clear 
example of how their, their, 
their using the double system 
or the duel system of jutice 
against us, is a, is a, is a crime 
uhhh whereby uhhh Indians uhhh 
I,- I’m a member of the (Unintell
igible) you know if I cross the 
1 border and went to Mexico to 
live I would become an alien 
bo the United States Government, 
where, whereby I wouldn’t become 
an alien to the (Unintelligible) 
nation I would still be a member 
of the (Unintelligible) tribe 
in, in, in, Minnesota or 'Wisconsin 
or where ever it’s at. And, and 
you know we have to answer some 
of these questions of jurisdiction 
and question the, the immigration 
laws here in the United States 
as they relate to Indian people.

UM:

BANKS:

Uh uirlmmm.

And, and we have, you know 
if Indian people began to question 
the immigration laws themselves 
you know we would certainly 
be booting a lot of people 
out of this country who we 
felt were aliens,
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UM: Who are the aliens in 
this country?

BANKS: Every non-Indian that 
is in this country.

UM: That’s a rhetorical 
question almost, so 
let me ask you, was, 
wa s Wounded Knee a 
planned situation or 
was it spontaneous .as 
something that happened 
because of the conditions.

BANKS: Uhhh Wounded Knee happened 
uhhh the February 27th 
action you know wasn't uhhh 
spontaneous, it, it was 
it, it, there was a series 
of events with which, 
and I can’t ^0 back six 
months or one year or 
five years aad. began to, 
to uhh find out what, 
you know where it started, 
but Wounded Knee began, 
you know in ^.n 1934, with 
the Indian Reorganization Act, 
which gave and uhhh took the 
control of the, the self-govern
ment away from the chiefs, the 
traditional chiefs and headsmen 
and gave them to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, you know 
that was the beginning of Wounded 
Knee, the creation of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs itself was was 
the beginning of Wounded Knee 
and, in 1849, you know I I can’t 
say where Wounded Knee began, it
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began in 1890 -when, and when 
Federal troops massacred 
Indian people, you know 
at Wounded Knee* you know 
these, all of these things 
led up to the February 27th 
action and that’s why 
I’m saying that, that, that. 
Wounded Knee can happen 
on any reservation right now, 
because the conditions, 
as a matter of* fact the 
conditions at Wounded Knee 
have gotten worse, you know 
they, they, they've declared marthal 
law on the reservation, uhhhh 
United States Marshals on, on 
the reservation, FBI Agents on^ 
on the reservation, you Know we 
have to begin to question these 
people, you know and their real 
intent because they’re trying to 
destroy the (Unintelligible) 
Civil Rights Organization from 
impeaching that president.

UM: Uh ummmmm.

BANKS: You know the same kind of 
problem that what’s going 
across in this government 
today, you know they’re trying 
to uhhhh they found grounds 
to Impeach President NIXON. 
We have found grounds to 
impeach, you know President 
WILSON.

UM: President WILSON.

’ BANKS: You know, but nobody’s going 
to do it, you know because 
this government is using all of
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its'material strength, all 
of its technical strength 

1,1 or prevent
any kind of impeachment 
proceedings from happening, 
that’s what happening at 
Wounded Knee, that’s what 
happening and all across 
this resery all, every 
reservation.

UM: Do you think that the 
confrontation at Wounded 
Knee was a mistake looking 
back on it now?

BANKS: I think that: it was a 
mistake that we ended 
it.

UM: (Vnint e 11igibLe) c ohtinued 
that confrontation.

BANKS: Because this government did 
not live up to the treaty 
that they signed May1 5th, 
or May Sth, or March 8th. 

.The same trick they used 
... . on, on our chiefs back in, 

since they began signing> 
the treaties. They used 
that same trick at Wounded 
Knee and we layed down our 
weapons, we, we surrendered 
and a, and a, two hours 
after the treaty was sighed 
they began to file a, their 
own treaty, they began to use uhh 
dictatorial terms-, they began 
to imprison our people, they 
began to harass us on the 
reservation and’that continues 
today, and, and,. ;$nd that same.
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W:

RAMON:

this government, you know 
is using the same trick, 
it used it at-Wounded Knee, 
it'll use it again tomorrow, 
that’s why I'm saying that, 
that Wounded Knee can 
happen again tomorrow or 
today, right this very 
hour.

Mr. Roubideaux is there 
anyway to enforce the 
treaty that was .recently 
signed ending the confron
tation of Wounded Knee, 
is there anyway you can 
get some equity into that 
treaty?

I think the only way that 
we're going to enforce 
those treaty provisions 
and receive any justice 
under them is for world 
opinion and also- the opinion 
of the people of the United 
States that will force this 
government to live up 
to its obligations. Now 
that doesn't seem like a, 
a very immediate solution, 
however, its really all we 
have. Uhh for years the 
government has hidden from 
the American people its 
oppression and stealing from 
Indian people and the fact that 
90 percent of the tax dollars 
go to bureaucrats, they live in 
the fine houses, they drive the 
fine cars and the great maj-ority 
of our Indian people, are living
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in abject poverty.

UM: You’re talking about 
the people who work 
for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for example.

RAMON: That’s right.

UM: Yes, now uhh we before 
Wounded Knee there was 
another incident, a major 
incident, in, in Custer, 
South Dakota* and I, we 
have some film of that, 

. and uhh, and uhh, I think 
we'd like to show that now.

RAMON: Fine.

JIM.

UM: Mr* Banks who’ve said 
that one of the ways 
in which you can combat 
the forces of the United 
States Government is by 
gaining uhh some broad 
support in the American 
people and in the whiter 
community. Do you feel 
that the- events of Custer 
and the events of Wounded 
Knee have, have uhh strengthen 
your case, have' gotten you 
more sympathy and more support 
than you had before these 
events took place, in the 
broader population. What has 
been your, your, your feeling 
about this, what reaction have 
you had?

- 13 -



BANKS: I think that the general 
response we got from the 
American people public 
is an indication that uhh,, 
that they are also dis
satisfied with, with the 
conditions that face Indian 
people on reservation, and 
and, its, its to those 
people that we’re appealing 
for, for, for .general 
help, you know we have 
to uhh, uhh*«.

UM: Lieutenant how much kind 
of help do you need, now 
in re specific terms, have 
you some ideas about 
what you need perhaps uhh?

BANKS: i ’.jq 're gonna uhh, uhh, 
we have uhh over 200 people 
that uhh are under indictment 
by the Government and we’ve 
raised a half a million 
dollars for the bail, I’m, 
I’m on, on bail myself 
for a hundred and five thousand, 
uhhh and I’m facing a hundred 
and five years, and you know that’s 
ironic because uhh the average 
life span of an Indian is only 
44.5 years and uhh you knew they’re 
only going to squeeze about 
another three years out of ms, 
and you know, we're gonna have to 
need another, another million 
dollars for, for legal defense, 
and this is the kind of support 
you know we're asking for the 
American public to help us, you

- 14 -



know to have our day in court, 
whether its in the Federal court 
or whether its in, in, in 
a world court. You know we’ve 
got to have that day.

UM: When, when, are these trials 
likely to come up, when are 
they, they likely to begin, 
any idea Mr.. Roubideaux.

RAMON: I think it will be several 
months, perhaps even 
a year before these cases 
are tried, we have a great 
number of preliminary motions 
that are now being presented 
and argued in court, and of 
course we don’t expect that uhh 
these motions, are going to 
receive very favorable consider
ation, but if they’re not, 
we’re gonna appeal those to 
the Supreme Court.

W: Uh ummmm.

RAMON: Uhh we plan on uhh giving 
these Indians their rights 
under this law even though 
the government is doing 
everything it can to keep 
these people from being 
properly represented and, 
and properly heard in the 
court system of this land.

UM: Now if some of our viewers 
want to help, if they 
want to get more information 
is there some place they

- 15 -



can reach you., can they 
write some place or can 
they call some place to 
get more Information.

RAMON: Yes, we’ve established 
uhh a legal office in 
Rapid City, South Dakota, 
d^hh it’s called the

-^^Gpnd e d—Kn e e—Legal JD.e£ense 
JSind,—Box—14?.,-Jlapxd-Ci^yj

Area code 
57701. And there the 
funds that come in.

UM: That’s the zip code 57701.

RAMON: Rightj right, Uhh these 
funds are deposited in 
an account that's strictly 
controlled, uhh books are 
kept and a complete accounting 
is made of all funds that 
are contributed for this 
legal defense.........

UM: We need funds. How bout 
volunteer help. Do you 
need volunteers or or 
is it mainly money that you're 
after right at this moment.

RAMON: It's mainly money,, although 
we do need specialized 
help4 We need people who 
are uhh adept to trial 
work and investigation work 
and people who are, possess 
special skills In the criiiiinal 
defense field.

- 16 -



UM:

RAMON:

UM:

RAMON:

UM::

RAMON:

,,w ^..MkyQJi don’t need people 
to come in and help you 
organize, you’ve got your 
own uhh skill organizer, 
is that right, your own 
leadership in in in the 
Indian community,

*
Right. Uhh well also 
I mentioned earlier too 
that conditions on the 
reservation, particularly 
at Pine Ridge have been 
getting worse and last 
week we established a a 
grocery line from Rapid 
City to to Wounded Knee 
because there’s still o2 
families that are being 
denieu uim gr0061 ieS and 
and the credit they enjoyed 
prior to the Wounded Knee 
situation,.

(Unintelligible) they can't 
buy groceries on credit.

\ Right, there, there
■ ’ you know the tribal

government has, or the 
tribal president has 
taken steps to have the 
62 families’ credit cut 
off on the reservation and 
the surrounding towns.

Uh ummmm.

And uhh we’ve had to 
you know it’s running 
us about 300 dollars a de-y

- 17 -



UM:

RAMON:

RAMON:

W:

• RAMON:.

now for groceries you know 
>.1K •=.<«to^..supply uhh the 62 

families.

(Unintelligible) are you thinking 
of taking this case to the 
United Nations.

Uhh we certainly^, that’s 
certainly a possibility. 
Uhh we hate, if would 
be a terrible thing if 
we had to go to get the 
help that we want to the 
United Nations or to foreign 
countries, but we need help 
very badly and we’ll do 
anything we can to get 
justice for our Indian 
people.

Have you contacted any 
. friendly foreign governments 

at this point who might 
help you.

Not as yet,

\ . What about other groups
— - within the United States, 

do you feel that the 
Chicano community for 
example is potential ally 
or the black community 
are the potential glies, 

Certainly, you know that’s 
one of the reasons why 
we’fe out here in this 
area, is to generate 
support from other ethnic

- 18 -



groups because of the 
tremendous uhh voting 
power that they have., 
uhh you know, they they 
en^oy a bigger block of of 
voting than than American 
Indians uhh have because 
they there’s only about 
700,000 Indians in the 
United States and uhh we're 
out here to, to hopefully 
generate a a large coalition 
between Chicanos, between 
blacks, and between Asians.

UM: Uh ummmm.

RAMON: To, to bring about this 
massive worldwide and and 
nationwide support that 
we need.

■UM: Is there 700,000 Indians 
right now, how many were 
there when the white man 
came to them on this 
continent.

RAMON: About a million.

UM: About a million, about 
a million. We have 
Uhh a little bit over a 
minute left uhhh Mr.
Banks and uhh I I 
think it would be very 
appropriate If you could 
uhh, uhh make a closing 
remark to our viewers about 
uhh the urgency in the

- 19 -



BANKS:

situation where you need 
people and what you think 
ought to happen. And you 
have about a minute and 
kind of rap it up with 
tha t.

I think that the uhhh 
the the the viewers you 
know should concentrate 
uhh their efforts towards 
contacting uhh senators 
and the and the law makers 
of this country .to ask 
them to, to re-examine 
these treaties and and to 
to re-study them, in in 
hopes that Indian people 
can can re-open the treaties 
that we have signed with 
this country, re-open 
the tree t ie s sot ha t ■'rov 
know we might have self- 
government on the reservation. 
Re-open the treaties so that 
uhh if the commitments are 
fulfilled you know you won’t 
find Indian people committing 
suicide on the reservation.
YOU wouldn’t find (Unintelligible) 
being driven to, to alcohol 
and you wouldn’t find an 
early death rate, and these 
are the conditions that that 
face us daily on the 
reservation. If the law makers 
are strongly urged to re-open 
some of these treaties-, I’m 
sure that it’ll do a 
great service to Indian people 
all across, this country.

- 20 -



Mr, Roubideaux thank you 
very much for being here 
this afternoon, I hope 
our viewers will respond 
to your request for help 
certainly it*s long overdue. 
Mr. Banks I can only wish 
you the best in, in your 
fight for a fair trial 
and we will do what we 
can to make sure that 
you get at least the trial 
that you deserve, a fair 
one.

Thank you very much.

Thank you very much for 
being with us ladies and 
gentlemen, we* 11 see you 
again next Sunday, Good 
afternoon.
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MP 157-846

BANKS during the program interview made numerous 
allegations against the united States Government and the 
performance of the FBI in carrying out law enforcement 
duties in relation to the Wounded Knee takeover and 
incidents that occurred on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

The identity of the Agent who observed BANKS 
on television is SA I I

Minneapolis does not have a characterization 
for the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee.

Minneapolis does not have a characterization 
for

b6
b7C
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

.^^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG

-Minneapolis, Minnesota

September 7, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
/ ■' EXTREMIST- MATTERS

On the evening of September 2, 1973, Dennis 
James Banks was observed by a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of investigation to appear as a guest 
on a local KSTP, St. Paul, Minnesota, television program 
called The Charlie Me Carty Show.

Characterization of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM),. Wounded 
Knee, and the AIM leaders can 
be found on the appendix pages 
attached hereto.

During the opening moments of the•interview 
Banks stated that I ~| as a result of being
shot by Carter Camp, was currently being hospitalised at 
the "Baptist Hospital”, Winner, south Dakota and was in 
need of Type "A" blood along with donations of money. 
Bapks stated that the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
planned on convening an "Indian Grand Jury" in the near 
future, to investigate the circumstances surrounding the 
shooting. Banks accused the Federal Government of 
complicity in the shooting arid conspiring to neutralize 
this effectiveness of AIM leaders.

(In regard to the shooting
incident, three subjects have been identi- 

3 tied, with two men currently in custody
for violation of Title 18, Section 1153, 

’ United States Code and Section 22-18-11
of the South Dakota Criminal Iaw.)

b6
b7C

b6
b7C



4 * - L
DENNIS JAMES BANKS >
EXTREMIST MAKERS

Banks stated that he was in Denver, Colorado, 
when the shooting took place and charged that Federal 
law enforcement authorities along with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA), under the auspices of the Department 
of the Interior, continue a program of harassment.

At this point in the interview. Banks claimed 
that he and a group of his followers were "shot at when . 
I departed Rapid City, South Dakota, to tape the show."

(No complaint has been received by federal 
or local law enforcement authorities by 
Banks concerning his allegation that he 
was shot at when he departed Rapid City, 
South Dakota on August 30, 1973.) 

" ■
Banks continued to deride the Federal Government, 

particularly the Federal Bureau of investigation for what 
he alleged to be its failure to enforce the laws on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and.charged that the Federal 
Bureau of investigation failed to take action when a nine- 
year pld girl from Wounded Knee,. South Dakota was shot 
by a "BIA goon". Continuing to attack the Bureau, Banks 
charged that the Federal*Bureau of investigation has failed 
to pursue various civil rights investigations that were

. brought to its attention by AIM and that the Federal 
---- Bureau of investigation and the United States Marshals, 

because of the "beating they received from AIM at Wounded 
Knee," are seeking revenge, by relentlessly harassing him 
and his organization.

(The shooting incident involving a nine- 
year old girl from Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota is currently under intensive 
investigation. To date, no subject of - 
subjects have been identified.

All Civil Rights violations that have 
been brought to the attention of the 
Federal Bureau of investigation have been 
actively pursued and intensively 
investigated. Results of these preliminary 
Investigations have been presented to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Washington, D.C.)

- 2 -



DENNIS JAME^ANKS
EXTREMIST MATTERS

(Affidavits have been taken from all Agent 
personnel concerning harassment charges by 
members of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/ 
Offense Committee in Rapid City, South Dakota 
and it has been determined that no violations, 
exist. This committee is currently pursuing

..a restraining order against the Federal ' - 
Bureau of Investigation and hearings pursuant 
to this order were held on September 1, 
1973 with United'States Court Judge Andrew 
Bogue presiding at Deadwood, South Dakota. 
Judge Bogue’s decision remains pending.)

Banks also cited an incident, where a seven
year old Indian boy was struck by a truck driven by a 
White man, who was arrested by BIA Police, and was 
released by the local united States Attorney. Banks 
then reflected over these incidents stating, ”it looks 
like we will have to make a'better commitment to the 
india-ns at Pine Ridge."

(On August 29, 1973, a White man was arrested 
and charged wiih violation of Title 18, Section 
1152 and 1112 of the united States Code 
(involuntary manslaughter), for running 
over a seven year old Indian boy on the 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota Indian Reserva-

' tion. This individual has been released 
1 on personal recognizance bond and is
' currently awaiting trial.)

Banks told the audience that AIM plans on 
challenging the United States Government again in the . 
future and that Russell Means will run for Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Chairman, during the next tribal elections/ —

(Election for Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is 
scheduled to be held during November, 1973 o

Russell Means, an enrolled member of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe at the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation, is eligible to run 
for this office.)



DENNIS JAMES^SANKS W ■

* EXTREMIST MATTERS , I

Banks during the interview, accused the United 
States Government of being responsible for the violence 
attributed to AIM and likened the Government’s support- 
of the pine Ridge Tribal Chairman, to its support of the 
current South Vietnamese regime. Banks stated that the 

. whole country is '‘Wounded Knee.”

/ Banks claimed that a Rapid City construction 
company, which was recently awarded a ”1.5 million dollar 
contract” was a “front" for the pine Ridge Tribal Chairman 
and the BIA.

([To charges or allegations have been 
received concerning Banks’ claim that a 
Rapid City construction company, which 
according to him, had received a lucrative 
Government contract, is a front for the 
Pine Ridge Indian Tribal Chairman or the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. It is not • f.:
known if such a contract even exists.) I

I During the interview, an unidentified, neatly 
dressed, attractive, blond Caucasian woman, wearing square, 
clear glasses, was recognized, by Mr. Me Carty, from the 
audience. This woman asked Banks about the incident 

---- involving an assault by a Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Agent against a.member of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/ 
Offense Committee. Banks replied that four citizens’ 
arrests against Federal Bureau of investigation Agents 

j------------------------------- fo:? assaults, were made by members of this committee |
I- and that a Special Agent F 1of the Federal Bureau b6
i of investigation is currently a fugitive and was being . b?c
i harbored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Banks
!• repeatedly criticized the Federal Bureau of Investigation -

• for “failure to arrest their own”. Banks then appealed
to] the general television audience and requested any 
citizen who had the opportunity, to apprehend Special 
Agent| and “bring him to justice at Rapid City, 
South Dakota,«
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EXTREMIST MATTERS

(Members of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/ 
Offense Committee at Rapid City, South 
Dakota made four citizens* arrests against 
Eederal Bureau of Investigation Agents on 
fictitious assault charges. No charges 
were filed with the exception of assault 
charges filed against Special Agent[ ~|

I I Affidavits from Agent personnel
'who witnessed the incident deny any assault 
taking place. A local arrest warrant was 
issued for Agentl J in Rapid City,
South Dakota. AgentP | however, had 
been released from duty at the Rapid City 
Command Post and had returned to his office 
of assignment. A motion was filed in United 
States District Court, Rapid City, South

•Dakota, on September 6, 1973 to have this 
matter transferred to United States District 
Court under provisions of Title 28, Section 
1442, U. S. Code.)

b6
b7C

Banks proceeded to give the audience a little 
of his personal history stating that he Lived in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, from 1960-1966.

Commenting on AIM, he advised that it currently
—consists of 65 autonomous chapters located nationwide and

boas 
Stat 
Chap

ted a membership of ”55,000.” He 
e of Oklahoma has 22 chapters and 
ters were recently created.

advised that the 
that three Navajo

Mr. Me Carty asked Banks if he carried a gun. 
Banks hesitated momentarily and replied in the negative. 
When Mr. Me Carty challenged him, saying that there was 
evidence that he had carried a .32 caliber revolver
while at Wounded Knee, Banks stumbled, verbally appeared 
to be embarrassed and when he began to defend himself, 
Mr. Me Carty interceded by saying, "”that this was a 
easel of self defense” and the matter was dropped.

Banks stated that the American Indian tribes 
ultimately wished to become an independent nation, self 
governing and engage in treaties with foreign powers, 
while continuing to reside within the confines of the 
Western hemisphere.



DENNIS JAME^ANKS
EXTREMIST MCTTERS

Banks in conclusion, advised that AIM's funding 
was currently derived solely from its membership and no 
Other sources.

All American Indian Movement (AIM) leaders 
referred to in the body of the IHM are 
.currently under Federal indictments based 
on'charges stemming from the Wounded Knee, 

i South Dakota insurrection.



DENNIS JAKES BANKS
EXTREMIST MATTERS

APPENDIX PAGE

The articles of incorporation
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), as 
obtained from the Minnesota Secretary .of 
State, st. Paul, Minnesota, state that the 
purpose of this corporation is to solicit 
and broaden opportunities and general welfare 
for.the urban Indian in order that he may 
enjoy his full rights as a citizen of these 
United States, also his special rights as an 
Aborigine.

On December IS, 1972,
jud ic ia1, prevention

b6
b7C

and Law Enforcement, Bureau of Indian 
-Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis,- Minnesota, 
advised that the American Indian Movement 

-(AIM) claims to be an Indian civil rights 
organization whose stated purpose is to 
enhance the social,educational,and economic 
status of Indians. In reality, however,

advised AIM is a militant organization
ahd its leaders believe in direct confrontation 
with authority.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS .
EXTREMIST MATTERS

APPENDIX PAGE

________ Dennis James Banks,
Fand Russell Means are publicly 

recognized leaders of the American Indian 
Movement.



DENNIS- JAMES BANKS
EXTREMIST MATTERS’
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fSDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

Zn Reply, Please Refer to 

File No.

Minneapolis, Minneso

September 5, 1973

uric DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

%

Character EXTREMIST MATTERS 

Reference Minneapolis airtel and
letterhead memorandum dated 
and captioned as above at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

AU sources (except any listed below) whose identities are concealed 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

This document contains neither rec mmendations. nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
Qf the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
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TO

7
■ subject:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY IHA EOtTlO^
G5A FPMR (41 CFr) 1*1 -IM

UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT '

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (P)

DENNIS JAMES^BANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: MINNEAPOLIS 
Bufile 157-29309 
MP 157-846

b7E

Re Bureau airtel to Albany, dated July 5, 1973. I

Captioned subject was recently approved as a key 
extremist within the Minneapolis Division. \ s>^i

Observation of subject by a Special Agent of the ”
FBI has determined that he has no fixed address, and is 
almost continually in a travel status often staying in motels 
when he is in the Rapid City, south Dakota area, and at other 
motels throughout the Unites!,, States.

The telephone number utilized most frequently by 
the subject is that of the Wounded Khee Legal Officers and
Defense Committee in Rapid City, south Dakota, which is 
headed by| |for the American Indian Move- bs
ment (AIM). It is noted that this telephone is used by an b7c
extensive number of individuals as well as by the subject. f

2 -

Bureau (RM) 
(2 -___  
Minneapoli s

DTD:cmk

5010-108-02

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



MP 157-846

Since subject has no fixed address or telephone 
number# he is not at this time;
however, should he in the future have a fixed address^ an 

will be submitted.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

- 2 -
J



OPTIONAL FORM HO, 10 
MAY 1*^1 EDITION 
GSA FFMS (41 Opr) 10MM

UNITED STATES G NMENT

Memorandum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 9/26/73

FROM : SAG, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM

Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau datedr 8/7/73 
captioned as above.

Referenced airtel’s date is incorrect. Date 
should be 5/7/73, vice 8/7/73.

and

Bureau (RM)
San Francisco (INFO) (RM)

solD-ioa-ua

(2-157-846) 
(1-157-1458) 
(1-157-722) 
(1-70-6866) 
(1-70-6864) 
(1-70-6832) 
RKT:dea 
7X10) ' 7 9 *

OCT 1 19732

^oFrkcosded

I J / J' — IBuy U.S, Savings BonHs^^gtiarly ^th&.Payrtiil Savings Plan



OFTfONALrFORM NO* 10 

MAY W4 EDITWM 
GSA FPMR <4! CFR)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)
. ATTENTION; IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

date: 9/17/73

FROM : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM 
(KEY EXTREMIST)

00: MINNEAPOLIS

Re Bureau airtel to Albany, dated 8/9/73, captioned 
"American Indian Section, Single Fingerprint File, 
Latent Fingerprint Section, Identification Matter, 
Extremist Matters."

Subject BANKS has FBI Number 118-417-D. Ji
\'V /

. /) In accordance with instructions in referenced airtel,
x ) subject should be included in the American Indian Section of
\_. the single Fingerprint File.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2 - Minneapolis

- r oh''

DTDscnik

soto-toa-oa
Btiy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

------------ ------



OPTIONAL FORW NO, 10
MAY 1963 tOlTCOH
GSA GiN, «G» NO, 37

UNITED STATES G RNMENT

£010-106

Memorandum

J A
FROM

1

SUBJECT: DENNI IANKS FUGITIVE
EXTREMIST MATTERS - AIM

1 -
1 -

Mr. W. V. Cleveland

DATE:
1

Assoc, Dir, .----------
Asst* Dlr.:

Admin, _ -
Comp, Sy at, _ 
Ext* Affairs _b6 

Filas & Com, b7C
Gan, Inv.
Mont, __________
Inspection ... .
In toll,s
Laboratory y 
Plan. & EvaV—

L^Spoc. Inv. -------  

Training -
Legal Coun, _____  
Telephone Rm* 
Director Sec’y „—.

Assistant Legat Ottawa, phoned 4:50 p.m
10/7/73. to advise of the following information received from 
the

b6
• J

b7C
b7D

b7D

Duty Supervisor 
advised following which Duty Supervisor

Division Nine b6
b7C

Minneapolis Field Office, advised 5:10 p.m. Latter said he 
would alert the Rapid City Command Post to. the above infor
mation and would phone or teletype any significant developments. '

ACTION: Referred to Section IS-1, which has invest!
responsibility in this matter.

WJM:meg z 
(5) 10 OCT 11 1973

Xi
b6
b7C



Airtel
1 b6

b7C

10/19/73

To: SAC, Minneapo.l i s

From: Director, FBI (157-29309)

DENNIS BANKS 
EM - AIM

b7D

Promptly submit letterhead memorandum (1HM) under1 above
caption setting forth status of criminal prosecution against subject 
and all terms of his current Federal bond. /

I In order to furnish_____  
with information relative to Banks1 bond terms, Minneapolis is being

setting forth such terms.

CAM : dlr
(4)

NOTE:
By letter dated 10/11/73 the b7D

instructed to submit IBM

Assoc. Dir. ______  
Asst. Dir.t

Admin. _________  
Comp, Sy st, ____  
Ext. Affairs____  
Files & Com. __ 

Gon. Inv.
Idoni, __________  
inspection_____
IntoiL _________  
Laboratory_____  
Plan. Si EyqL__  

Spec. inv. 
Training

Legal Coun. - 

Telephone-Rm. _
B^octor Sec/y ___

. -'HP
MAILED 22

OCT 181973

> FBI

§S OCT 2 31^
MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT



CODE TELETYPE URGENT

to sacs, Minneapolis
OMAHA ,

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 
o.

DENNISCJAMES BANKS,

11/1/73

EM - AIM,

EM - AIM.

OMAHA AND MINNEAPOLIS CONTACT SOURCES RELATIVE TO THIS

MATTER. DETERMINE IF BANKS INTENDS IO RETURN TO CANADA AND

SUTEL RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION.

CAM:jlc^P
(5) *

COm\\XAT«O^ 5

^NOV 3 1973

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO



TELETYPE TO MINNEAPOLIS 
o:iaha ________  

KE: DENNIS JAMES BANKSj__________________________________________ '

MINNEAPOLIS, AS INSTRUCTED IN BUREAU AIRTEL, 10/19/73, 

CAPTIONED "DENNIS BANKS, EEI - AIM,” PROMPTLY ADVISE OF STATUS 

OF CRIMINAL PROSECUTION AGAINST BANKS AND ALL TERMS OF HIS 

CURRENT FEDERAL BOND.

b6
b7C

NOTE:

>
^ij^nished aEove^nfoi^ 

Ion 10/31/73, r |requested! I be advised of any

b6 
b7C 
b7D

- 2 -



I

fj.'

Assoc, Dir. —,__.
Asst Dir,:
Admin.
Comp, _._r
Ext. ^!&airs __

Com
Inv._____ _

Iciest__ _ ...

NR 001 MP PLAIN

1227 PM URGENT 11/8/73 SHH

TO DIRECTOR <157-25309)

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (15 7-84S)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM; EK - AIK

IV1/73

Plan. & EvaL .. 
Spec. Inv.  .... 
Training 

Legal Conn,  „ 
Telephone Pm. „_ 
Director Sec'y _ _

b6
b7C

FBI HQ CLR

TRIBE, AI® THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

v‘ RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO MINNEAPOLIS AND OMAHA, DA

b7D

b6
b7C

SOURCES OF THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION HAVE RECEIVED NO

INFORMATION THAT'BANKS INTENDED TO RETURN TO CANADA

USA’S OFFICE ADVISES REGARDING PROSECUTION OF BANKS

THAT HE IS SCHEDULED TO BE TRIED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

st. Paul, Minnesota, beginning 1/8/74. he is presently
FREE ON A BOND OF $105,000., WHICH CONTAINS NO RESTRICTIONS

HOWEVER, THE COURT ORALLY ADVISED BANKS AT THE TIME OF HIS

RELEASE ON BOND THAT HE WAS TO OBEY THE LAWS

THE

END

JXS

& £ I

'■i, sw>i■ -J I ■



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
CATE 01-23-2020 BY:| I

NR 001 MP CODED

9:45 AM URGENT

TO

DENVER

LOS ANG.E

DIRECTOR

ES

OMAHA 157-1821

FROM

DENNIS

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESnGATJOM 
COMMUNICATIONS. SECTION W

11- 14-73

ATT>: I NTD

NdVjl 4 1973

TWO PAGESP

SSFYON.X
REASON:

MINNEAPOLIS 157-846

JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM 00:

RE URGENT TELETYPE FROM DIRECTOR TO MINNEAPOLIS

CAPTIONED EM

Assoc. Dir. —~
Asst Dir.:
Admin.----------- —
Comp. Syst -------  
Ext. Affairs -----  
Files & Com. -----
Gen. Inv,------- —
Idcnt —I---------«

*b6 

b7C

Laborapry---------  
plan, & EvaL „l
Spec. Inv. ------ — 1
Training ——J

Legal Conn. . {
Telephone Rm. —1 
Director Sec’y

MINNEAPOLIS
SWISS.

9/13/73

HUSK

AIM:" OMAHA IMMEDIATE TELETYPE

TO DIRECTOR, DATED 11/13/73; AND MINNEAPOLIS IMMEDIATE TELETYPE TO

DIRECTOR, DATED 11/14/73

FOR THE INFORMATION OF OMAHA AND OTHER OFFICES NOT IN RECEIPT

OF REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE CAPTIONED, EM

b6
b7C

6 
b7C

b7C 
b7DTELETYPE ADVISED THAT LEGAT, OTTAWA, 11/13/73, STATED THATAIM

DENNIS JAMES BANKS AND UNKNOWN MALE INDIAN (PRESUMABLY

ARRIVED MINNEAPOLIS 0

FLIGHT 500, 6:00 AM, INSTANT rWVIf’:

AN AGENT OBSERVED BOTH SUBJECTS ENTER A BLUE AND WHITE TAXIy"

AGENT FOLLOWED SUBJECTS FROM AIRPORT TO A LOCATION IN tNUMBER 214

T

b6
b7C

/"b6



PAGE TWO

MINNEAPOLIS IN THE VICINITY OF 25TH STREET AND NICOLLET AVENUE

WHERE BOTH SUBJECTS DEPARTED CAB.

| WAS NOT OBSERVED AT THE AIRPORT AND IT IS 

FELT THAT BANKS MET HIM IN THE VICINITY OF 25TH AND NICOLLET 

AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS. AGENTS ARE CURRENTLY SURVEILLING THIS AREA TO 

DETERMINE BANKS’ FURTHER MOVEMENTS TO VERIFY THE PRESENCE.OF!

AND TO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY "THE PEOPLE" WHO WERE PRICY TO ACTIONS 

WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT AS REFERRED TO IN REFERENCED OMAHA TELETYPE,.

OMAHA AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA, WILL ATTEMPT, THROUGH LOGICAL SOURCES, 

TO IDENTIFY THOSE PERSONS BANKS IS METTING WITH AND RECEIVING 

INFORMATION FROM.

MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, SAME AS ABOVE.

b6
b7C

END

GXC FBI WASHDC



SENT

TO DI

11-14-7

NR008 MP CODE

DENVER

CTOR (ATTN: INTD)

630 AJfl. .IMMEDIATE 11- 13-75 MPC

ItDSlAL EUKAU OF ISiVtSTKJATlON
COMMUNICATION

FROM

DENNIS

LOiS ANGELES

OMAHA (157-1821)

MINNEAPOLIS (157-87 6) (P)

JAMES^BANKS em-aim
00: MINNEAPOLIS

RE OflAHA TEL,

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED

TE

N0V141

DENNIS AND

SECTION

WILL

DEPART LOS ANGELES 12:28 A.M., 11/14/73(PCT) , WESTERN AIRLINES

f A!W,
8 Asst, Pir.i
| ------- —-
1 Ctow. Syst —
| Ext Aiiiufa —
3 Ellen & Coin. —
I Gift. Inv.---------
1 idint ----

Inspietioii 
Infall. -A

— ■ - 1 
.£>L'.n. & MvaL — ’ 

Spec. Inv. ----------
Trninin^ ---------- -

Legal Conn.--------  
Telephone Rm. — 
Director Sec’y —.

1 b6

\\ ri
FLIGHT 50j0. SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE MINNEAPOLIS 6:02 A.M. (CST) 11/14/73

MINNEAPOLIS-AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA WILL ATTEMPT TO VERIFY

ACTUAL ARRIVAL OF BANKS AND PRESENCE OF

END

SLP FBI H& CLR
f
i'

&

ba
b7C

’'5 •■'^20



NR 010 ON PLAIN

6:5 0 PM GST URGENT 11-15-73 US
/ . '"Z1

TO DIRECTOR (INTD)

ALBIJRQUQUE

DENVER

KANSAS CITY

Assoc. Dir. —------- 
Asst. Dir.: x

Admin. —--------—
Comp. ^Syst. —,— 
Ext. Affairs----- 
Files & Com. ----- 
Gen. Inv. _ 
Ident.
Inspection 
Intel! 
Laborstcry . 
plan. & Hval 
Spec. hiv. — 
Training —

Legal Cum. _ 
Telephony .'Im. 
Director S c’y

b6
b7C

LOS ANGELES

MINNEAPOLIS

RAPID CITY COMMAND POST

ALL OFFICES VIA WASHINGTON

FROM OMAHA 157-1821 3P



PAGE TWO

b7D

ON AFTERNOON OF 11-15-73 BANKS AND WERE AT ST. PAUL b6
b7C

MINNESOTA AIM OFFICE TELEPHONE NUMBER 224-4395.

|REMAINS AT MINNEAPOLIS WITH CONTACT 

THROUGH TELEPHONE) ]HAS INDICATED HE MAY TAKE A

COMMERCIAL FLIGHT TO OMAHA , NEBR . WITHIN A FEW DAYS TO PICK UP HIS 

AUTOMOBILE WHICH HAS BEEN LEFT AT EPPLEY FIELD.

SOURCE ADVISED BANKS AND OTHER AIM ACTIVISTS ARE IN PROCESS

OF CREATING AN AIM NATIONAL OFFICE AT 1500 PACIFIC AVENUE, VENICE,

CALIFORNIA. SOURCE STATED b6 
b7C 
b7D

SOURCE ADVISED THAT THE

INDIANS FOLLOWING

THE RUSSELL MEANS - FACTION WHICH ADVOCATES VIOLENT ACTION

SUCH AS CONFRONTATIONS AND TAKE OVERS SIMILAR TO WOUNDED KNEE.

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE

SOURCE STATED

SOURCE ADVISED

ADMINISTRATIVE :

RE OMAHA TEL TO BUREAU 11-15-73 AND WFO TELETYPE 11-14-73

CAPTIONED AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

SOURCE’-IS

DETAILS OF ABOVE INFORMATION MUST BE CAREFULLY PROTECTED AS

DISCLOSURE COULD IDENTIFY SOURCE

MINNEAPOLIS Al MINNEAPOLIS ATTEMPT TO VERIFY DEPARTURE OF

BANKS AND CONTINUE EFFORTS TO VERIFY WHEREABOUTS OF

LOS ANGELES AT LOS ANGELES ATTEMPT TO VERIFY ARRIVAL OF SUBJECT

b7D

b7D

b7D

b6
b7C

AT LOS ANGELES ON 11- 16-73

END

FOR ANY QUESTIONS/CORRECTIONS PLS CONTACT OMAHA OFFICE

END

CKG FBIHQ ACK AND RELAY



*

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
.COMMUNICATIONS. SECTION

NOVI 61973

NR 009 MP PLAIN

SENT 11-16-73 65 0AM PMNITEL 11-15-73 MFC

TO DI^fcTOR

ALBUQUERQUE ’ DENVER

KANSAS CITY LOS ANGELES

rapid city command post omaha

CHICAGO

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-1458) (P ) 1-PAGE

DENNIS JAMES^ANKS, EM - AIM. OOs MINNEAPOLIS

RE OMAHA TEL TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED 11/15/73, AND MINNEAPOLIS

TEL DATED 11/15/73. .

DENNIS JAMES BANKS WAS OBSERVED, BY A RELIABLE SOURCE, TO

HAVE TAKEN^IORTHwSST FLIGHT 

WAS NOT OBSERVED

492 TO CHICAGO AT 9:40 P.M. 11/15/73.

BOARDING ANY FLIGHTS OUT OF MINNEAPOLIS. b6
b7C

END
EEG-104

RMS FBI WA DC CLR



NR 00 6 OK CODE

BUREAU OF !NITESfiGAl^QN. 
— COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

NOV 14 19(3

TELETYPE

Assoc. Dir.
Asst Dir-: 

Admin. _
Comp. Syst------- 
Ext. Affaiis----- 
Files & Com. ----  
Gen. Inv. 
Ident —■

11:05 PW M* M £ U A T E 11-13-73 MLB
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTN: INTO

DENVER

4. LOS ANGELES

1/ MINNEAPOLIS

Inspection -
InUU. ------  
Lnboi'atory - 
Finn. & Kval 
Spec. Inv. ----  
Trninmg .-----

Le."al Conn. — 
‘Telephone Rm.
Dine ctor Sec’y

FROM: OMAHA (157- 1821) (P)
DENNIS JAMES^BANKS; EM-AIM,

00: MINNEAPOLIS. <2>q
\ i Li 3

i!0V 15 rj73

END PAGE ONE



PAGE TWO

CM 157-1821

SOURCE STATED BANKS

ADMINISTRATIVE;

SOURCE is|

ABOVE INFORMATION MUST BE CAREFULLY PROTECTED AS IT MAY 

IDENTIFY SOURCE , HIS PERSONAL SAFETY, AND FUTURE EFFECTIVENESS.

SOURCE NOTED THAT

MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS ATTEMPT TO VERIFY ARRIVAL OF BANKS 

AND ATTEMPT TO VERIFY,

DIRECT SOURCES TOWARD IDENTIFICATION OF UNNAMED PERSONS ALLEGEDLY

AND BANKS

OMAHA WILL DEBRIEF SOURCE

LNG FBI HQ CLR



FEcawi BUOA« c; fWTfM]

NR 035 LA ENCODE

1132PM NITEL 11/19/73 DLM

TO DIRECTOR

ATTN: INTD

ALBUQUERQUE

. DENVER

p KANSAS CITY 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-1458)

PHOENIX

RAPID CITY COMMAND POST

OMAHA (157-182 1)

FROM LOS ANGELES (70-745 6) (P)

IWV20K73

Assoc. Dir, 
Asst Dir.?
Admin._  
Comp. Syst . 
Ext Affairs 
Files & Com. 
Gon. Inv. ~ 
Ident. _____ 
Inspection _
Intoll. . ___
Laboratory
Flan. & EvaK
Spec. Inv. _ 
Training__

Leffal Conn. 
Telephone Jim. 
Director Sec’y

b6
b7C

ip

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS.

RE MINNEAPOLIS NITEL TO BUREAU, 11/16/73.

ON 11/17/73,1 1 ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS

1r3R46 ^>5*
■ IJj



HR 002 ON CODE

NOV 151973

TELETYPE

FEDERAL tUAEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

9:55 PM NIWl 11/15/73 PF

TO: RECTOR FBI

,f ATTN: INTD
V- \

MINNEAPOLIS

Assoc. Dir.  .
Asst. Dir.: *

Admin. __________
Corap. Syst ____  r
Ext. Affair3 ___
Files ft Cam./„
Gon. .... f 
Icier.t. . ffy/.
Inspeetion/C V“L/" ?
Intel!.
Lab oral >ry ______  
Flan. & EvaL „

!
Sp(>c. Inv. ;
Tr. inlrg_____ 

Le^al Conn.  ।
Tc’Fpb.nx Rm.
Director Sec’y 

b6 
b7C

FROM: OMAHA (157-1821)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS

IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT

ON 11/14/73 A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION

WERE IN MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, AND COULD

b6 
b7C 
b7D

b6
b7C

e NOV 20 T973 (

jbN0y261373



I 
I

OM 15 7-1821

PAGE TWO

ADMINISTRATIVE; y

RE OMAHA TEL 11/13/71.

SOURCE IS WHOSE IDENTITY SHOULD BE CAREFULLY PROTECTED. be
------- :----------------------  b7C

MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, ATTEMPT TO VERIFY PRE- b7D

SENCE OF

END

CKG FBI HQ ACK 1

CLR



S3 MP PLAIN

*10:15 PtVKITEL 11/15/73 RG

TO^IRECTOR
/ ALBUQUERQUE

EWES

KANSAS -CITY

LOS ANGELES
RAPID Cilj COMMAND POST

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 157-1458

fEOEOAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

OMAHA

IP

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM- AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS

PE OMTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED 11/15/73

END

NOVI 519^3
TELETYPE

NOV 20 1973

b6
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C

Admin.------ 
Comp. Syst. 
Ext. h 
File 
G

Inspection---------- |
Intel!  _________  :
Laboratory--------  
Plan. & Eval. — 
Spec. Inv. ---------  
Training-----------

Legal Coun^_------- 
Telephoru/^tm. — 
Director See’y ----

ITS

PLSACK FOR THREE TELS

CKG FBIHQ ACK 2XXX 3

CLP

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

5SU0V26®3



„ , FEDERAL BUREAU OF MVESHGATiOX
COMMUNICATIONS SFCTfnM^

NR 001 MP CODED (NOVI 61973

2:40 PM /urgent 11-16-73 DSC TELETYPE
TO ^x®IRECT0R ATTN: INTD

{/^ OMAHA 157- 182 1

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 157-846 TWO PAGES

£

DENNIS JAMES BANKS EM - AIM 00: MINNEAPOLIS

Ahsuc Dir. ———

Spec. !‘.w. -------
TraininS-----------i

C' us. —• • ;
Telon'i ■' • $
Dir?ot'’r S ■ -~y

Ass./- Dir.; 
Admin----------- —
Comp. Syst ------- 
Kxt. Affairs —- 
Files & Com. ----  
Gen. Inv. —-------- ;
Ideal. -y—-/— 
w< 

Labort/'ry . — 
Plan. & —

b6
b7C

RE OMAHA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 11/15/73.

ON 11/15/73, TELEPHONE NUMBER WAS DETERMINED b6
b7C

TO BE LISTED TC RESIDING AT

FOR THE INFORMATION OF OMAHA IS b6
b7C

DESCRIBED AS

OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)

CHAPTER IN MINNEAPOLIS AND FORMERLY RESIDED AT

THE NAMES WERE SEARCHED b6
b7C

THROUGH MINNEAPOLIS AND RAPID CITY COMMAND POST INDICES

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. MINNEAPOLIS TELEPH 
--------------- ---------

LISTS RESIDING AT

 WITH HOME PHONE _____________________________pB NOV 21 1973
IS A SUBURB OF MINNEAPOLIS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY —

10 MILES WEST OF MINNEAPOLIS.
d J <2^^ (4 &

/V t ’ / z C C S S ?
END P^GE ONE *

IN 0 V 2 71973 —

5

b6
b7C



i

PAGE TWO

IM CONNECTION WITH DENNIS JAMES BANKS' VISIT TO 

MINNEAPOLIS 11/15/73, THE RESIDENCE WHICH HE VISITED 

IN THE VICINITY WEST 25TH STREET AND NICOLLET COULD POSSIBLY

BE THAT OF LOCATED AT b6
b7C

HOME PHONE IT SHOULD BE FURTHER

NOTED BY OMAHA THAT NICOLLET, A MAJOR THOROUGHFARE

RUNNING NORTH SOUTH IS THE DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN STREETS

RUNNING EAST AND WEST. THEREFORE . |

WOULD BE LOCATED 2 BLOCKS FROM EACH OTHER

INASMUCH AS OMAHA SOURCE HAS

AND BELIEVED THIS NUMBER

b6 
b7C 
b7D

TO BE LISTED TO IT IS FELT BY MINNEAPOLIS

THAT POSSIBLY

NO POSITIVE INFORMATION HAS YET BEEN DEVELOPED AT

MINNEAPOLIS TO PROVE THE PRESENCE OF IN THIS CITY b6
b7C



itFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

•communications section

NOV 261973

TELETYPE

NR 002 MP CODED

1030 PM NITEL H-26-73 DSC

TO DIRECTOR ATTN; INTO
ALBUQUERQUE

DENVER

LOS ANGELES

LAS VEGAS

OKLAHOMA CITY

OMAHA

PHOENIX

FROM MINNEAPOLIS' 157-346 ONE PASE

DENNIS JAMES BANKS? EM- AIM; OOs MINNEAPOLIS

RE OMAHA NITEL, H/21/73.

Assoe. Dir- .----------
Asst. Dir.: |

Admin. —------------ I
Comp. Synt —— I 
Ext. Aff urs -----  
Filis & Com.-----  
Gen. Inv, _——

InLp''cb. n X-—'—
Intell.
Laborair^lW
Plan. & Eval. —

Spec, b ---------
Trainin'-'----------

Legal C'.un- .--------  
Tclephon Um- —

\ Director b'-e’y —

DUE TO PENDING TRIAL OF BANKS, NO PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE OF

HIM SHOULD BE CONDUCTED, HOWEVER, OFFICES ARE RMESTETMTO 
OBTAIN ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION CONCERNING BfIVITIES THROUGH

ESTABLISHED SOURCES,

END

b6
b7C

7 '^3^7^

0 NOV 271973



FD-36 SRev. $-22-64)

1

F B 1

Date: 11/20/73

i
I
I 
1
I
I
I

Transmit the following in______________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTION: INTD)

SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (157-1555)(RUC)

NIS JAMES 'BANKS
EM - AIM
00: Minneapolis

Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, 11/14/73. and
Oklahoma Gitv letter and LW, 10/9/73. captioned I b6

b7C

Referenced LHM contained known descriptive data 
and aliases for L Bureau may desire to
disseminate a copy of this LHM to

b6 
b7C 
b7D

2-Bureau 
"2-Minneapo li s 
2-Oklahoma City

DGG/sal
(6)

(1-157-1555>
b6
b7C

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge *U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574



PM EHTEV11/2 1/73 PF

NR 001 0 7 "COE

9:29

0: DIRECTOR, FBI

ATTN: INTD

ALBUQUER QUE

DENVER

ism bureau cf

COMMUNICATIONS SECUO.3

NOV ^11973

Laboratoj *
Plan, & .vaL — j 
Spec. In;---------
Training --------- -

Legal Conn. —— 
Telephont Rm.
Director Sec’y „„

LOS ANGELES (70-745 6)

LAS VEGAS

MINNEAPOLIS ( 15 7- 1458)

OKLAHOMA CITY

b6 
b7C

73^7-----

PHOENIX

RESIDENT AGENT, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

FROM: OMAHA (157-1821)

0
DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS.

ON 11/20/73 A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN



0?; 157-1321

PAGE 2

b6 
b7C 
b7D

SOURCE WOT AWARE OF FURTHER

DETAILS.

SOURCE ADVISED BANKS AND ASSOCIATES HAVE b7D

END page TWO



PAGE FOUR

OM 15 7-182 1

b7D

] ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU 11-19-73.

RELIABLE SOURCE IS

ABOVE INFORMATION MUST BE CAREFULLY PROTECTED AS

b7D

|

DISCLOSURE COULD

IDENTIFY SOURCE.

MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS ADVISE APPROPRIATE OFFICES 

IF SURVEILLANCE OF BANKS DESIRABLE.

RECEIVING OFFICES CONDUCT APPROPRUATE INVESTIGATION

TO VERIFY| |aND TO

VERIFY INFORMANT INFORMATION.^

END

PAW FBI HQ

FOR THREE (3)

CLR



HR08 PX CODE

703PM 11-23-73 NITEL WKC

TO 
r

DIRECTOR

ALBUQUERQUE

DENVER

LOS ANGELES

LAS VEGAS

MINNEAPOLIS

FROM

KCEIAL SUEIEAU 0? IuWEa! 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

NOV 231973

ATTN: INTD

(70-745 6)

(157-145 8)

OKLAHOMA CITY

OMAHA (157- 1821)

RESIDENT AGENT, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 
PHOENIX (15 7- 1460) (P) IP

DENNIS JAMES BANkS , EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS

RE PHOENIX TELETYPE NOVEMBER 21, LAST.

FOR;INFORMATION BUREAU AND ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

PHOENIX SOURCE IN REFERENCED TELETYPE 
I

INADVERTENTLY OMITTED FROM RETEL.

END

EBIHQ FLC ACK F R ONE TEL TU AND CLR

Absoc. Dir. - - ?
Asst Dir.: Z 
Admin. —Z .
Comp. Sypt 
Ext, Affairs — 
Files & Com. ___ 
Gen. Inv.--------,. 
Ident. ..
Inspection^——/ ' 
Intell.
Lnbornt' 'r1^'_____ 
Plan. Eval, __  
Spec. hi/.
Trainin' 

Le^al Ccun. 
Triepb■>??■■* Rm. Je 6 
Director S'^’y _ b7C

1

IS

b6
b7C



NR004 PX CODE

FEM-SAL BUSEA|.oJte^

CO^WC^olEsECaM

1:45 AM 11/22/7^ NITEL TGC

TO DIRECTOR CaTTN INTD)

FROM

NOV 221973 { lw
TH?XTYPlS '

ALBUQUERQUE

DENVER LOS ANGELES

LAS VEGAS MINNEAPOLIS (157- 1458)

OKLAHOMA CITY

RESIDENT AGENT, RAPID CITY,

PHOENIX (157-1460) (P)

OMAHA (157-182 1)

Assoc. Dir. f * , 
Asst. Dir.:z
Admin. ___ ______
Comp. Syst ____  
Ext, Affairs ___  
Files & Com. ___  
Gen. ____  
Idant, ^fh 
Insp ection/ , 

.......
Laboratory ____ _
Plan. & Eval. _ 
Spec. Inv. .
Training ______  

Legal Conn, ___ __
Telephone Rm. __  
Director Sec'y

I

“I
b6
b7C

SOUTH DAKOTA / 7
(ALL OFFICES VIA WASHI NG TO NT7 /

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIp/, 00: MINNEAPOLIS.

Ire OMAHA TEL TO BUREAU, 11/21/73./

ON 11/21/73, A SOURCE ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS

ARRIVED IN TUCSON, ARIZONA ON 11/20/73 AND HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE 

AT HILTON INN, TUCSON. SOURCE STATED THAT IN CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS 

COVERED BY LOCAL TV, BANKS SEVERLY CRITICIZED ALASKA PIPE LINE

PROPOSAL. BANKS STATED THAT FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE TO 

COMPENSATE INDIANS OVER WHOS LINE PIPELINE WILL CROSS AND INDIANS 

WILL HAVE TO HAVE A VOICE IN PLACING OF PIPELINE ON THEIR LANDS' 

THAT WOUNDED KNEE WOULD LOOK LIKE A PICNIC,

SOURCE ADVISED THAT SOME OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE AT MEETING-
SPOKE OF DISSENSION BETWEEN BANKS AND VERNON BELLECOURT.

END PAGE ONE c e

TatHPED TO: < ••:
A- ■



PX 157-1460

PAGE TWO

BANKS SPENT NIGHT AT HILTON INN, TUCSON AND WAS TO DEPART 

TUCSON, 11/21/73,^DESTINATION UNKNOWN.

ON 11/21/73 DET.| ~| SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT,

TUCSON PD , ADVISED THAT THERE IS A MOVIE COMPANY STAYING AT 

HILTON INN WHICH IS PREPARING A DOCUMENTARY FILM ON AMERICAN INDIANS. 

HE BELIEVED THAT BANKS COME TO TUCSON TO MEET WITH THESE FILM PEOPLE. 

END

■ MKA FBIHQ

\ R RELAY

b6
b7C



CODE CABLEGRAM

11/30/73TO LEGATS, MEXICO CITY 
CARACAS

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM-AIM

THROUGH INDI—INFORMATION HAS BEEN DEVELOPED

. y BANKS IS AN AMERICAN INDIAN, BORN 4/12/37 AT FEDERAL DAM,

MINNESOTA. HE IS 5* 11", 160 LBS., BLACK HAIR, BROW EYES, 

MEDIUM BUILD. HE HAS "JAPAN 54-57” TATTOOED ON UPPER RIGHT

ARM, AND A DAGGER ON RIGHT FOREARM

”502-28-0630,”
A^5*c. Dir. ______  

Asst. Dir.;
Admin. ____  

Comp. Syst. 
Ext. Affairs 
Fites & Com. .__. 
Gan,Inv.
Idonh_____

I Inspection -
| Intel!-------------------

I Laboratory_____  
\ Plan* Si EvoL __  
L Spae. Inv, __— 

I Training -- _______
| Legal Coen. ---------  

[Tatephane Rm. —. 
I/O) rector Soc’y------

1 - DENVER (AIRMAIL) u'b' 7^ /
1 - MINNEAPOLIS (AIRMAIL) ‘
1 - OMAHA (AIRMAIL)
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route through for

(10)

j- o DEC H

MAIL ROOM teletype unit

h

COSO^C/W<S SECTION

4 DEC 5 1973

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO



CABLEGRAM TO MEXICO CITY AND CARACAS 
RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

FOR INFORMATION OF MEXICO CITY AND CARACAS, SUBJECT IS 

INCLUDED IN EXTREMIST PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM.

|IS BEING ADVISED AND REQUESTED TO FURNISH ANY INFORMA

TION THEY MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE REGARDING THIS MATTER.  

HAS NOT BEEN ADVISED THAT |

RECIPIENTS SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION WHICH MAY COME TO YOUR

ATTENTION BY TELETYPE.

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT TO DENVER, MINNEAPOLIS, AND OMAHA.

END

NOTE:

 | furnished above information concerning 

land has in the past furnished 
reliable and valuable information relative to| |

Airmail copies being furnished 
Denver loo: aim) and Minneapolis (00: Banks) and Omaha. We are 
conducting investigation regarding this matter. There are 
no travel restrictions on subject Banks, who is awaiting Federal 
trial for his participation at Wounded Knee, South Dakota.

- 2 -



CODE TELETYPE
^-b3

PRIORITY b6
b7C

6<Z4^b7E

FR0M DIRECTOR, FBI
UUL

DENNIS JAMES' BANKS; EXTREMIST MATTER

1

1
1
1 

AMERICAN INDIAN

MOVEMENT (AIM).

RECENT INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELI

ABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, INDICATES SUBJECT WHO IS EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF AIMI fa6 I

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- b7C
b7D

IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE, THIS BUREAU REQUESTS TO BE

ADVISED OF ANY INFORMATION YOUR AGENCY MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE

REGARDING THIS MATTER,

Assoc- Dir. _____  
Asst, Dh.r

Admin. _________
Comp, Sysh __  
Ext, Affclrs^_ 
Files 3 Com. __  
Gen, Inv.
ident- ._________  
Inspection ,_____  
Inta IL_________  
Laboratory ...
Plan. & EvaL__  
Spec, tnv, — ,.. 
Training _ - -

Legal Court. ■- 
Telephone Rm.__ _ 
Director Sea’y -

CAM:meb
(6) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

^C- 45 It- 7 - 7 7 j J/ --
4

IB DEG 5 1973
DECO 31973

<EDEsiAL BIMAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

J

MAIL



Cable to
Rq : DENNIS JAMES BANKS

b3
b7E

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE/ BACKGROUND DATA/ 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION, AND PHOTOGRAPH OF BANKS ARE AVAILABLE IN 

THE EXTREMIST PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM.

END

NOTE:

----------------Information regarding! [ provided b3
bYl_,_________________ |being requested to furnish any infor- b7D 
nation they may develop regarding this matter. Legat Attaches. b7E 
Mexico City and Caracas being advised of our request | ]

- 2 -



CODE

GO LEGATS, MEXICO CITY 
CARACAS

CABLEGRAM

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI
DENNIS JATS^^ANKS; EM - AIM 

/ /
REBUCA3, 11/30/73; BUTEL 12/5/73 CAPTIONED "AMERICAN INDIAN

MOVEMENT; EM."

HAVE BEEN b7D

CHANGED AS SET FORTH IN REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE THIS DATE,

■ b6
b7C

(DO NOT'DISS EMI NAT IDE

b6 
b7C 
b7D

THE, BUREAU.) \1 ^Foreign Liaison Unxt (Route through for review) $ lgy3
Assoc. Din _
Ass). Dlr.:

Admin._________ 
Comp. Sys). ____  
Hxt Affairs____  
Files & Com.__
Gen. Inv. ....
Won). - _„.......  
Inspection -......_
inteJL _________  
Laboratory — 
Plan, & EvaL__  
Spec. Inv. ______ 
Training .- -

Legal Court. ■ 1 ■ ■ 
Telephone Rm. — 
Director Soc’y —

CAMsjas
(6) \

FSSB.Vib er iw-'JTGYno:
sectio:



CABLEGRAM TO LEGATS, MEXICO CITY, ET AL. 
RE; DENNIS JAMES BANKS

IN VIEW OF SUBJECT’S TRAVEL, LEGAT, MEXICO, ALERT SOURCES

FOR ANY INFORMATION RELATIVE TO CONTACTS BY SUBJECT OR THE

WITH CUBANS OR EXTREMIST ELEMENTS IN MEXICO, OR ANY

OTHER INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS INVESTIGATION.

ABOVE FURNISHED FOR INFORMATION OF LEGAT, CARACAS.

END

NOTE:

Referenced Bureau cablegram, 11/30/73, advised Legats 
Mexico City and Caracas, ofI I

Referenced Bureau teletype, 12/5/73, advised all
Legats and pertinent Government agencies of information rela- 
tive to I I

Legat, Caracas, being advised for their information.

- 2 -



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

I - b6
932 9th & D Stb7c

1 -

To: SAC, Minneapolis (137-343) Date: Weaker 1973

From: Director, FBI

Re: james banks
EXTREMIST)

EM - AIM

.REC-59
FBI File No. I57.29309 J ' 

■ ; I.
Lab. No. 12 Q5 073 IIX

Examination requested by: Minneapolis z ‘
i'

Reference: Letter dated 11/30/73
Examination requested:

tefcg beaten received 12A/73

Itca 1 T^otocoplos Ox

NeaarRts:
Item 1 was searched in the National Security

Filo (NSF> but nothing of Bicnizicanco was foancl. A 
photograph is beinc added to the NSF for future reference* 
Item 1 is retained* No Laboratory report is furnished*



RECORDED 
12/6,/73 
clh

^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAWN
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NO LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

R^)ENNIS JAMES BANKS 
(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM

File #
Lab.# D-731205073 HX

Examination requested by: Minneapolis (157-846) letter 11/3 0/73

Examination requested: Document Date received: 12/4/73

Result of Examination: Examination by b6
"b7C

b7D



I

OFTIONAU FORM NO. 101
, MOY IWi-EOITCOfr*- I*. £9 CSAFPMr(« CFr) 101-tI.S

UNITED STATES (^^ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

DENNIS JAMES^BANKS 
(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM

DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

C, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

date: 11/30/73

<>120507°*

r

b6
b7C
b7D

1 [be treated confidentially and not used in court
IJand this notation appears on the back of | |

WiSubject has been designated a Key Extremist and VJ._ 
ins triaat ions, handwriting specimens ? s 
Nationai Security File. IJt

in accordance with Bureau
are to be included in the

4

b6
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C

Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
JO >0-10,-01

Bureau (RM), 
Minneapolis 1 

DTD:jss



CODE TELETYPE

TO SACS, DOS ANGELES 
MINNEAPOLIS 
OMAHA

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI

b6

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)

RELATED, 12/6/73, CAPTIONED, "'AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT,

EM - AIM?'

LEGAL ATTACHE, MEXICO CITY, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED,

12/7/73,HAD ADVISED THIS DATE

BANKS AND LOS ANGELES AIM ACTIVIST,

WERE ARRESTED BY MEXICAN AUTHORITIES ON 12/6/73. COMPLETE DE-. /

TAILS NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME.

LEGAT, MEXICO CITY OBTAINING FACTS OF ARRESTS AND ACTIVI-

TIES OF BANKS AND b6

Assoc. Dir. _ .......
Assf. Dir.r

Admin.___  
Camp. Syst. ____  
Ext. Affairs____  
Flies & Cam. __  
Gen. 1nv. _ , 
Ment*
Inspection_____  
IntoH._____ ____  
Laboratory_____  
Plan. & Eval. __

Training 
Legal Ceun. ._____
Telephone
Director 5*

TRAVELED TO CUBA
't

(8)

Ito:

IN MEXICO AND WILL DETERMINErlF THEY

TELETYPE UNIT

101973 s^E NOTE PAGE TWO

t’J II Ci’

CO^V' - CW—



TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES, ET AL.
RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

LOS ANGELES, THROUGH LIAISON, U. S. BUREAU OF CUSTOMS,

VERIFY ARRIVAL OF ABOVE INDIVIDUALS AND DETERMINE THROUGH

CUSTOMS OFFICIALS WHETHER PASSPORTS INDICATE TRAVEL TO CUBA.

ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE DATES BANKS AND DEPARTED U. S. b6
b7C

FOR MEKTGO CITY AND MODE OF TRAVEL AND ANY OTHER DETAILS OF

TRIP. SUTEL BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES IN A FORM SUITABLE

FOR DISSEMINATION.

DENVER, MINNEAPOLIS, AND OMAHA ALERT SOURCES FOR FURTHER

INFORMATION REGARDING TRAVEL AND ARRESTS OF BANKS AND b6
b7C

NOTE:

b6
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C
b7D

- 2 -



'^iu L, CODii

1£«6PJ MHEL 12-7-73 jCD

Minneapolis
OMAHA

VWS ■ SECTION

DEC 081973

TEUhvSa'

from los angeles c7£-745g> cpj 2?

j A-jr.t D?c.: 
j Admin.________  
• Ccirp, Sv?t ___
I Ext. Affairs _ 

Files & C«m.- 
Gan. Inv. 

Viyit ----------
Ins^setien ■ —ipT,,V 

rn__________

1. ? Ta^ry
r-r. 
S' ■

■.'.. & Eval...... 
a. Inv. ............. 
irLr;T ......
1 Caux-------

i
‘b6 
b7C

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, E?1-AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS

on this date dennis james banks and
arrived LOS AN’GELES

VIA WESTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT 610 FROM MEXICO CITY

OFFICIALS U.S. CUSTOMS ADVISED THAT OBSERVATION OF 
_________
________ PASSPORT FAILED TO REFLECT HIS HAVING TRAVELED
TO CUBA AND THAT BANKS NOT IN POSSESSION OF U.S. PASSPOR^T

A 3RANIFF AIRLINES TICKET FOR BANKS ISSUED 12-3-73,

at tulsa, Oklahoma to Dallas with a connecting flight to

past advised banks arrested by Mexican authorities, Mexico^ dec u 1'73



PAGE TWO

La

CITY, DURING A STUDENT RALLY, UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO, WHERE 

BANKS WADE /’INFLAMMATORY statements" against united states 
ANO MEXICO, THE ABOVE WERE INFORMALLY CHARGED WITH 
I ^TER FER RR ING WITH THE INTERNAL SECURIT^F MEXICAN QOVERiUMENT 

AND JAILED 12-6-73, WITH SUBSEQUENT DEPORTATION INSTANT 

date being classified undesirable aliens, 
ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES 12-7-73,

SOURCE IS| | LOS ANGELES INPOSSESSION OF COPIES

of banks address book |
LOS ANGELES, AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: WILL 

SUBMIT APPROPRIATE COMMUNICATION REGARDING SUBJECT’S 

ARRIVAL AND OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION aS WELL AS MAINTAIN 

CONTACT WITH SOURCES. 

E ND

b6
b7C
b7D



Date: 12/4/73

Transmit the following in__ _________________________________________  
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _. AIRTEL_____________________________________________AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
(ATTN: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-1318) (RUC)

DHANIS JAMES BANKS;
EM-AIM
00: Minneap o 1 i s

.. A

Re Omaha tel, 11/21/73, and Minneapolis tel 
dated 11/26/73.*^

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of 
an LHM concerning subject. Two copies of same LHM 
also enclosed for Minneapolis.



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Las Vasas, Nevada

December 4, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

A source, who lias furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on November 30, 1973, that Dennis 
James Banks, Executive Director, of tha American Indian 
Movement (AIM), and[ ~ ~~|of the
AIM, were in Las Vegas during November zy, iy/3, to seek 
support for the AIM and its goals*

b6
b7C

On November 29, 1973, Banks and |held
a press conference and the following comments were taken 
from an article in the "Las Vegas Review Journal" on 
November 30, 1973, a daily newspaper in Las Vegas, Nevada.

b6
b7c'

Banks said that the current energy crisis is 
of key importance to Indians because a lot of energy 
resources are on Indian territory. He said Congress 
already, by approving the Trans-Alaskan Pipe Line, has 
authorized violation of the rights of Indians over whose 
territories the line will run. He also said that Indian 
tribes in the Northwest have protested that the proposed 
Canadian pipe lines would harm their hunting and fishing. 
Banks said he also expected that Mid-Western Indian Tribes 
with coal resources would be among those to be exploited 
by the Government next.

Banks said that money is needed for the defense 
of movement members charged with crimes in connection 
with the Wounded Knee incident. He said he particularly 
hopes to obtain aid from entertainer Wayne Newton, who is 
part Indian, and from Phil Harris, who are currently appearing 
in major Las Vegas hotels. He said Wayne Newton and Phil 
Harris have contributed to the movement in the past.

Banks said he is urging Americans to- write their 
Congressmen asking them to protect Indian rights and 
enforce treaties giving tribes sovereignty'over their



own territory. lie said that Indian tribes have sovereignty 
that goes beyond that of ordinary citizens because of the 
treaties and the Government should not be allowed to use 
their land without their permission. Bank.'" said the AIK 
will aid individual tribes but only at the request of 
tribal members. He said these requests are investigated 
to see that they are legitimate before the movement offers 
aid. Banks said that he distrusts tribe councils because 
in his eyes they represent the Government but did add 
that there are tribal chairmen who are trying very hard 
to work for the Indians. He said there are canes in which 
the movement has refused to take up the cause of a dissident 
tribe when it has decided the tribal council represents 
the best interest of the Indian.

Banks said he did not think the AIM would be 
involved in another Mounded Knee incident but these 
situations could happen without the AIM even being there. 
Banks said that some of the activities of the AIM which 
are not known are that they operate three schools and also 
alcoholism programs in nine states.

Banks said that he blamed the FBI for using 
violent tactics for breaking up the movement. He sees 
the FBI continuing this effort to destroy the AIM. Banks 
said that movement leaders succeeded in obtaining an 
arrest warrant for one Federal Agent for harassing a 
movement member but the FBI failed to serve the warrant 
on their own man so he remains at large. Robideaus 
said the FBI is in fact harboring a fugitive.

The American Indian Movement was founded 
in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated to improv
ing conditions for the American Indian. 
AIM recently led and participated in con
frontations with local authorities in 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid City- 
Custer area of South Dakota. AIM led the 
takeover and occupation of Mounded Knee, 
South Dakota., in February-May, 1973.

A second source who has furnished reliable 
information in the oast advised on December 3. 1973. that

b7D

-2-



b7D

This source said[

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI end is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency.

-3*-



fEBERM. flUIW Of .MESSWira 
‘SECIilW

D£CW? W
FTB045 9:32PM 12-7-73 DLM

STATE 179

Spec. h'v. —------
Tniirn?------ —

Let<al Ceun. —-— J
Tej-<= '
Direct'’!' S fl’y —- ■

3:25 PM URGENT 12-07-73 RGB

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI NR.. 916-07

FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY Cl 57-96) 2P

DENNIS JAMES BANKS. -EM----- A±M?

\ V
REBUCABS 11-30-73 AND 12-5-73; MEXICO CITY TELCALL TO

BUREAU 12-7-73.

ALERTED LEGAT SOURCES REPORTED A.M. , INSTANT DATE, 

THAT SUBJECT AND WERE OBSERVED PARTICIPATING

AT A GATHERING IN THE COLONIA APATILCO AREA OF MEXICO CITY,.ON 

SANTA CRUZ STREET, P.M. , 12-6-73.

SPEECHES WERE BEING MADE BY MEMBERS OF VARIOUS LEFTIST

GROUPS AGAINST THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT y^HESE GROUPS REPRE- 
"* ■ REC : d /< 

SENTED STUDENTS FROM THE AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO^.

THE POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE OF MEXICO, AND A GROUP WHICH HAS res DEC 14 1973 b6

ORGANIZED LAND INVASIONS IN THE PAST.

POLICE OFFICERS ON THE SCENE, RECOGNIZING THAT THE

SUBJECT AND WERE FOREIGNERS WHO WERE ENGAGING IN

ACTIVITIES REGARDING THE INTERNA-L AFFAIRS OF MEXICO, ARRESTED



MEX 157-96

PAGE TWO

BOTH AT 7:00 P.M., 12-6-73, AND JAILED THEM AT THE MEXICAN

IMMIGRATION FACILITIES AT 9:30 P.M., TO BE HELD OVER NIGHT.

NO ONE REPORTED ON THE LOCATION OF NOR

WHAT HER PLANS ARE,

RUC.

END

RXH JB CLR



5-113aiRev. 3-21-73}

Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

Date ____12/10/73

Attached relates Dennis Banks, 
Executive Director of American Indian 
Movement (ATM^ . and I
___________________________ were arrested 
by Mexican authorities, Mexico City, 
12/6/73, as foreigners engaging in internal
affairs of Mexico. Banks and were
participating in gathering of "leftist” 
student groups in Mexico City who were 
speaking against Mexican Government.__ Both 
jailed overnight]

We have previously received informa
tion that

Our Los Angeles Office advised both 
arrived Los Angeles 12/7/73 aboard Western 
Airlines, Flight 610. U. S. Customs ad
vised | passport failed to indicate

J CONTINUED - OVEX
1 - External Affairs Division
1 - General Investigative Division



travel to Cuba and Bank's not in possession 
of U. S. passport. Angeles Office by tele
type (attached) adviaEd______________________ ^2?

If Federal trials at
Wounded Knee go badly for AIM defendants, con
sideration given by AIM for possible kidnap
ping of U. S. Senators, namely Senator George 
McGovern, South Dakota.

Pertinent data in attached, with excep
tion of information pertaining to Senator 
McGovern, sent by teletype to The White 
House; State; b3
the military; Secret Service; Acting Attorn^72 
General (AG); Deputy AG; and to Assistant AG, 
Criminal Division (Internal Security and 
General Crimes Sections), and by messenger to 
the Interior Department. Legat, Mexico City 
advised and instructed to notify appropriate 
authorities in Mexico City.

If you agree, Congressional Services 
Office will contact Senator McGovern on

advise him of kidnapping threat. 
WDC; Secret Service, and appro- 
authorities, South Dakota, will

12/10/73 and 
Met. Police, 
priate local 
be alerted.

Aj'c

- 2 -



TO

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1M2 EDITION ,
GSA FPMR (4t OF*) Kirill

UNITED STATES .NMENT

Memorandum

FROM

DIRECTOR, EBI

(LEGAT, MEXICO CITY (157-96) (EUC)

date: 12/12/73

te,. 1

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS;
u

EM - AIM

ENCLOSURES

b6
b7C

IS

Enclosed are 14 copies of an LHM, 
captioned as above.

dated and O

REFERENCE
a

Mexico City cable, 12/7/73.

ADMINISTRATIVE

o

O o

SOURCES

Copy of the enclosed LHM has been furnished to
p 1 b$F\ / !b7E

T-l
T-2

T-3
T-4

is
is

is
is

^b3

Mb7c
Jb7D

b7E

CLASSIFICATION

which was so classified.^

ur e au (E nc 1 -14 ) I^CLOSURE

0 1
1 - Mexico City

(2 
(1

RSC/vmm 
(9)

Enclosed LH 
information from the [

- Foreign Liaison Desk)
- Los Angeles)
- Denver, Info)
- Minneapolis, Info)’’
- Omaha,

b3
b7E

M is classified SEfiftET as it contains

JOIO-IOB-CI

r r

r IS DEC'5^5’1973

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRC2.1:
DECLASSIFICATION GUICEFBI AUTOMATIC

DATE 01-24-2t

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No,

UNI STATES DEPARTMENT OF ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OE INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

December 12, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS:

At Mexico, D.F., Mexico
The following information was received December 7, 

1973, from T-l, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past.

On December 6, 1973, at 10:30 a.m., there was a 
meeting at the "Jus Semper" Auditorium of the Law School of 
the Mexican National University. This was a conference by 
an American, Dennis James Banks, who claimed to be a repre
sentative of the American Indian Movement (AIM). Some 
150 persons attended the conference. Banks arrived 
accompanied by another American and through an interpreter 
spoke concerning the Indian movement in the United States. 
Much was made of the massacre in 1890 in which thousands of 
Indians were killed at Wounded Knee. It was indicated that 
in 1968 the National Indian Movement or American Indian 
Movement was organized. It presently has the support of 
79 organizations in the United States and Canada dedicated 
to defending the Indians. He advised that in jail in the 
United States are 250 Indians and 50 "Chicanos" who were 
arrested because of the struggle in recent months and who are 
going to be tried next January; therefore, what he was asking 
was aid in the fight to secure their freedom.

As part of the conference it was also requested 
that attempts be made to secure the freedom of ______________

I at the National Mexican University 
who is known to the National American Movement. It was 
suggested that messages be sent to the President of Mexico 
so that he would intercede with President Nixon in favor of 
the Indian and Chicano movements.

‘This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FEE It is Ute property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

■CLASSIFIED BY 
EXEMPT'FWM-

it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. SAL DECI

SCHEDULE OF EXSCUT 
exemption cAisecif

JHCOTION 
11652 „ 1 • a

AU T
,Y DECLASSIFIED ON ...3

EKCLOSUH?



DENNIS JAMES BANKS;

The Americans advised that in representation of 
the Indian movement they were leaving for Cuba where there 
would be conferences concerning racial problems in the 
United States.

At the end of the conference there was a projection 
of films and shorts regarding the repression of Indians and 
Chicanos in the United States.

The conference ended at 11:20 a.m. with an 
invitation to attend a meeting in support of the residents 
of Iztacalco at 2:00 p.m.

Thereafter there was a meeting in Iztacalco of the 
residents of that area. The meeting was organized by communist 
elements. Invited to attend this meeting were the Americans, 
Dennis James Banks and| I the former
as a representative of the Indian movement in the United 
States. The same day they had presented a conference at the 
National University concerning the problems of the Indians 
in the United States. Both these individuals were in 
Mexico as tourists and were placed at the disposition of 
the Secretariat of Government for deportation.

At the same meeting a number of Mexicans were 
arrested and turned over to judicial authorities charged with 
disturbing the peace.

A handbill in Spanish advertised that on December 6 
there would be a conference at the Law School of the National 
University by Russel Mains concerning Wounded Knee. According 
to this flyer the leaders of the National Indian Movement (AIM) 
who participated in the heroic defense of Wounded Knee were 
in Mexico. The leaders of AIM were identified as Dennis Banks, 
Russel Mains, I I

The flyer concludes "Help the Chicanos and Indians, 
freedom to all Political Prisoners."



I

DENNIS JAMES BANKS:
b6 l 
b7C

The Mexico City daily newspaper "Excelsior"
issue of December 8, 1973, carried an article "2 Sioux Indians 
Taken In Custody Because They Were Participating In A Political 
Meeting Here." The article continued that the Mexico City 
Police Department advised that two American Indians, Dennis 
James Banks and George Christopher Roberts, had been taken 
into custody because they were taking part in a political 
meeting and this is not permitted to tourists. They were 
delivered to the Mexican Immigration. Along with the Americans 
seven Mexicans were also arrested for disturbing the peace 
in the area of Iztalcalco known as Apatlaco. The Mexicans 
were subsequently released. Among the Mexicans were two 
newspapermen from the magazine "Por Que." The rest were 
students.

T-2, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on December 7, 1973, relayed information from what he 
characterized as a rsl-iablA smirr.n T ----

past
T~3, who has furnished reliable information in the

b6 
b7C 
b7D

b3
b7E

T-4, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised I I

3*



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
DATE 02-10-2020 BY: I

*
b6 
'b7C

12/26/73

f‘i: pL r'l’-rxl =’r cc.t t?:L :n__

AIRTEL

dated 9/26/73

of an FD-376.

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM

AIRMAIL

OZU, FBI (157-29309)

S fMINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

Spec. hiv.____T
Training |

Legal Comn 1
Telephone Rm.
Director Sec’y _T~ 

imiwtrtrirrww'Mi.! 1—S Z,

i a. - 
'i <>

E.it.
'I F/,. 

?/'•. 
Id-j< 
Irv ; 
LltU:

rw

—77^5—~

b6
b7C

Enclosed for the Bureau are sevep copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above. The Bureau is requested 
to disseminate two copies of this LHM to|

I Also attached for the Bureau are two copies
b7D

Enclosed for Denver and Los Angeles are two 
| each of LHM captioned as above for information.

Minneapolis will disseminate copies of this

copies

i_____

A

to United States Secre
SourqjBT-jjjOred to'^

ice, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Bureau (Enc. 7)

is

T-2 is

T-3 is

T-4 is

T-l

(RM) ■

LHM

b7D

ows:

> *

1 - Denver (Enc. 2) (RM)
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 2) (RM)
4 - Minneapolis

' (1 - 157-1458)
(1 157-1459)

BCS:sks
(9)

JAN 8 1974
b6
b7C
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MP 157-846

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
LEADS

LOS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Will attempt to determine current permanent 
residence of subject as set forth in body of LEM.

MINNEAPOLIS

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

Will continue to follow and report activities 
of subject.

- 2* -



*FD-305 (Rev. 5-16-73)

1. jQg Subject’s name is included in the ADEX.
2. | | The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. XX A suitable photograph [%1 is I I is not available.

Date photograph was taken-
5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and _-----------------------------------------is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are-------------------------------------------—------

6. XX This report is classified J-i.ltlllL lul'"-----------------------------------------  because
(state reason)
disclosure of paragraphs marked j-J >ibu i fi m would 
directly identify the source and place him in great 
physical danger.

7. 1 Subject previously interviewed (dates) ——------------------------------------------------------ -—
Subject was not jointer vie wed | | reinterviewed because (state reason)

because he is under current indictment on Federal 
charges stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation.

8- I I This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9- fig This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 
within the criteria because (state reason)

Reasons explained in previous report.

10. □ Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division:
O Submitted-------------- —---------------- Placed □ Yes □ No

(date)

11. [J] Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index.

12. lx! Subject designated and/or included in:
S3 Key Activist Program 1 I Arab Terrorist Photograph Album
□ Key Extremist Program rSI Extremist Photograph Album

I I Weatherman Photograph Album



FU-376 (Rev. 7-9-73)

STATES DEPARTMENT OF

In. Reply, Please Refer to 

File No.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

December 26, 1973

Director
United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20220 RE:

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1- □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. □ Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. I I Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. |%1 Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments-

5- □ Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. I I Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7- X] Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph XX has been furnished □enclosed □ is not available.

Very truly yours,

(1)
, Minnesota

Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure! s)) 
U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis 

'j Enclosure(s) (1)



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRC2U
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE 
DATE 01-24

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

TED STATES DEPARTMENT OWJUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Miimeapo1i s, Minnes ota

December 26, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

All paragraphs in this Letterhead Memorandum are 
unclassified with the exception of those marked (C) which 
are classified ganfideTrETa.1.

I. PREDICATION

This investigation is based on information which 
indicates the subject is engaged in activities which could 
involve a violation of Title 18, United States Code (USC), 
Section 2383 (Rebellion or Insurrection) or 2384 (Seditious 
Conspiracy), as indicated hereafter. Subject has been 
identified as being actively involved in demonstrations and 
violent confrontations with local authorities in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City and Custer areas of South Dakota. 
From February 27 through May 8, 1973, American Indian Movement 
(AIM) leaders and members and their supporters occupied the 
community of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, by force of arms 
taking'a number of the community’s residents as hostages. 
Before surrendering to Federal authorities, they engaged in 
numerous violent and destructive acts and gunfire was 
exchanged with Federal authorities resulting in the death 
of two of the insurgents.

Characterizations for AIM and Wounded Knee can be 
found on an appendix page attached hereto.

On September 25, 1973, a complaint was signed before 
United States Magistrate James H. Wilson, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, charging the subject with violation of Title 18, USC, 
Section 1073; and that Hon or about September 25, 1973, at 
Rapid City, South Dakota, in the Western District of South 
Dakota,, Dannis Jamas Banks did flee the state of South Dakota 
to Canada to avoid prosecution for the crimes of burglary, 
arson, and assault in Custer City, Custer County, South Dakota; 
in violation of South Dakota Criminal Lav? 22-18-1, assault with 
a dangerous weapon, South Dakota Criminal Law 2Z-33-2, two 
counts of second degree arson, South Dakota Criminal Law 
22-32-8, third degree burglary, and South Dakota Criminal 
Law 22-10-1, riot and conspiracy, all being felonies in the 
state of South Dakota.



DBKNIS JANES BAI^S

On October 5, 1973, Assistant United States 
AttorneyI I Pierre, South Dakota, advised that
Dennis James Banks did not appear for $105,000 Federal 
Bond hearing before United States District Court Judge 
Nichols at Pierre, South Dakota, at 10:00 a.m., October 
5, 1973/ rescheduled for 3:00 p.m., same date. At 3:00 p.m. 

Iappeared in Chambers of Judge Nichols and 
advisc/& that Dennis Banks was snowbound in Canada and could 
not appear. In the October 19, 1973, final edition of the 
Rapid City Journal, published in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
appeared the following article captioned, ’’’Little Reaction 
Yet To Bissonette's Death”:

"Pine Ridge (AP) - There was little noticeable 
reaction on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
Thursday to news that American Indian Movement 
(AIM) member Pedro Bissonette had been killed 
while resisting arrest."

"Although some reservation residents 
privately expressed anger over Bissonette’s 
death, few were anxious to talk about it." 

"However, AIM executive director Dennis 
Banks h^s called the shooting of Bissonette 
’an assassination' by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA)."

"Banks, speaking in Mount Pleasant, 
Michigan, said Thursday that Indians must 
retaliate for the incident. He said AIM 
leaders were meeting to discuss the death."

"He said it had not been determined 
whether retaliation would take legal 
avenues or be taken 'into the streets'."

"The AIM leader was in Mount Pleasant 
to speak at Central Michigan University. Re 
is on a tour of college campuses to give AIM's 
view of the Hounded Knee occupation.

"Banks said he was told Bissonette was 
shot nine times, while Federal authorities 
say he was shot once."

b6
b7C
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS

'"The Government will thoroughly investigate* 
the matter, but thoroughly do nothing*, Banks 
charged. He contended the Government has not 
yet acted on a 105 previously registered complaints."

"Banks said the best thing to do with the 
Bureau o£ Indian Affairs would be dissolution. 
AIM consistently has criticized the Bureau for 
its alleged failure to help Indians."

"Indians would be better off if the BIA 
was abolished and no one was 'dictating the 
policy of our lives*; Banks said. 'A complete 
review of the BIA would shock anyone'."

"Banks said he was said, but not surprised 
to hear of Bissonette's death."

In the October 22, 1973, Morning Edition of the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press published in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
appeared the following article captioned, "AIM. Leader 
Calls For Talks On Slaying":

"American Indian Movement (AIM) Leader 
Dennis Banks disclosed Sunday he isr organizing 
a summit conference of Indian leaders, Government 
and religious officials to peacefully resolve the 
matter of last week*s laying of Pedro Bissonette 
shot and killed by BIA Police."

"’It will be a last, desperate attempt,’ 
Banks said of the meeting, ’to meet peacefully 
with those people who have been involved in the 
persecution and wholesale assassination’ of the AIM 
leadership."

"Banks, who met newsmen outside the 
University of Minnesota field house'Where 
Indians from around the nation had gathered 
for the sixth annual AIM sponsored wild.rice 
festival, said the meeting is planned for one • 
week from today in either Pierre or Kyle, South 
Dakota."

- 3 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

"Banks said invitations to the conference 
have been issued to Justice Department and 
BIA Officials, South Dakota's Governor Richard 
Kneip, and United States Senator James Abourezk, 
Chiefs of both the Pine Ridge and Rosebud 
Reservations, and Officials of the National 
Council of Churches.”

"Meanwhile, Banks said AIM leaders plan 
a caravan from the Twin Cities to attend 
Bissonette’s funeral Tuesday."

f "Banks said he will be in United.States

( District Court at Sioux Falls, South Dakota,. 
A this morning, to contest a restraining order

X Issued against him^Saturday by District Judge 
7 \ Fred Nichols, prohibiting him from setting . 
/ ' foot on the Pine Ridge Reservation where

\ Bissonette's .funeral' ceremony will be held."

‘ / z "Banks, as wa/1 as AIM Leaders Russell
* /jTMeans and LeonardWrow Dog, were ordered by
'-y / JuUge~NichoIs to stay off the Reservation

A until they could show cause their bonds
I (in connection with upcoming trials) should

’ / not be changed ordering them from the
( I Reservation."
I / • "Banks labeled- the temporary restraining 

order, ’harassment ... and an attempt to 
prevent AIM leaders from attending an

; important religious ceremony', but said he
• would abide by the decision made in court
, in the scheduled hearing today,"

"Bissonette, authorities reported, was
* \ shot by BIA Police who were attempting to
) \ serve him with a Federal warrant. '

"Banks said Bissonette.died 'a true 
Indian Patriot’, and vowed he and other 
AIM Leaders 'will continue his warrior 
spirit'."



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

■In the October 24, 1973,. final edition of the 
Rapid City Journal published in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
appeared the following article captioned "Bissonette 
Buried, Residents Uneasy”:

’’Pine Ridge (AP) - American Indian Movement 
(AIM) Leader Pedro Bissonette was buried on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation Tuesday as 
area residents waited uneasily for another 
outbreak of violence

’‘Another reservation AIM Leader Russell 
Means attended the services but Dennis Banks, 
an AIM Officer from Minnesota, was barred from 
the reservation by a Tribal Court Order and 
was threatened with six months in jail and a 
$600 fine if he entered the Pine Ridge Reservation.”

"Funeral services were scheduled for mid-morning 
but were postponed so that a caravan of 60 cars 
could accompany Bissonette‘s body from about 
30 miles to the reservation line so Banks could 
spend a few minutes at the coffin. He knelt by 
the open casket in a windswept pasture and said: 
’Pedro is finally free. Pedro fought for what . 
he believed and he. paid the supreme price for 
that fight,.' Banks , said, 'it lis only another in 
a series of indignities that he must be brought .

. outside the.reservation so that I can pay my 
respects’.”

"Banks told some 300 persons accompanying 
the body, ‘you must be prepared physically and 
mentally to carry on the fight that Pedro 
believed in.”

"Banks said he had good reactions from 
South Dakota and Federal Government Officials 
to a proposed meeting next week in Pierre to 

. discuss the shooting death. He called that 
meeting an "attempt to discuss peacefully the 
circumstances surrounding Bissonette's death.”

"Banks and AIM Attorney Ramon Roubideaux 
then left the.reservation to go to Rapid City. 

. Roubideaux said they would contact United 
States District Judge Fred Nichols, who had 
refused Monday.tojbar AIM leaders from the 
reservation.” .

5



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

In the October 31, 1973, evening edition of the 
St. Paul Dispatch published in St. Paul, Minnesota, appeared 
the following article captioned "Three Indian Groups To 
Seek Peace in South Dakota":

"Tulsa (AP) - Three Indian groups will meet 
to seek an end to hostility in South Dakota, 
the National Leader of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) said Tuesday."

"Dennis Banks said officials of the National 
Tribal Council Association and the National 
Congress of American Indians will meet within

: 30 days."

"Banks and Russell Means, a former AIM 
Director, spoke at a news conference in 
connection with their trip to the annual 
convention of the National Congress of American 
Indians to seek help in the. South Dakota 
controversy."

"'Repression of the Federal Government 
has reached the point of assassination’, Means 
said. 'Since the end of the Wounded Knee' 
occupation,' Means said, ’four persons 
associated with AIM'have been killed in South 
Dakota and others live in fear of their lives'."

"He blamed the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) Policemen for two of the deaths. The 
other two have not been investigated by the 
Bureau he said."

"*We are seeing outright murder on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation', he said."

"The FBI is trying to kill every member 
of the AIM Central Committee. They don’t know 
who they are so they are- taking random shots."

"'When Wounded Knee ended’, Banks said, 
'we laid down alot of weapons and those weapons 
are still close by. Unless something is done 
now, the weapons will never again be laid down 
by AIM'



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

_________ Oh November 15, 1973,I
I ~l District Immi gration Officer,
1400 - 200 Portage, advised that Dennis James Banks, one 
of aiding United States authorities in Yellow Knife, 
Northwest Territories, Canada, was using the aliases 
"S. Eagle" and "Watson".

On November 21, 1973, MP T-l advised that Dennis 
James Banks arrived in Tucson, Arizona, on November 20, 
1973, and held a news conference at the Hilton Inn in 
Tucson. Source stated that in conference which was 
covered by local television, Banks severely criticized 
the Alaska Pipeline Proposal. Banks stated that the 
Federal Government would have to compensate Indians over 
whose land the pipeline will cross and the Indians will 
have to have a voice in the placing of the pipeline on 
their lands or that Wounded Knee will look like a picnic.

On November 17, 1973, MP T-2 advised that Dennis 
James Banks has now moved to Los Angeles, California, 
permanently, but exact address is unknown.

In the November 21, 1973, evening edition of the 
St. Paul Dispatch published in St. Paul, Minnesota, appeared 
the following article captioned, "Tough Opposition Foreseen 
Indian Leader Raps Alaskan Pipeline":

"Tucson (UPI) - Indians will take up 
arms if necessary to stop the Alaska Pipeline 
and 'make Wounded Knee look like a boyscout 
picnic', an Indian leader said Tuesday,"

"Dennis Banks, National Executive Director 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), told a 
news conference the pipeline will damage the 
habitat of the region, hurting hunting and 
fishing and cause misery for generations of 
Alaskan Indians to come."

"'The Indian response to the Alaska 
Pipeline running along the Indian land will 
make Wounded Knee look like a boyscout picnic', 
Banks said."

b6
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS ...

"AIM this year occupied Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota - where the Sioux fought the 
last battle of the Indian wars against the 
United States Calvary in 1890 - and held off 
Federal Marshals and Indian Police in a . 
sometimes bloody siege.*'

■'Banks said the pipeline ’will deny Indians 
the right to live the way they want, destroy the 
Indian pattern of living, and cause total 
destruction'

"Banks scoffed at reports of a current 
oil shortage."

"’The current situation has been provoked 
by the oil industry sb it can establish price 
controls and increase its holdings,' he said."

In a November 26, 1973, final edition of the Rapid 
City Journal published in Rapid City, South Dakota, appeared • 
the following article captioned, "Custer Riot Trials Set 
In Several Cities":

"Indian activists charged in connection 
with the Custer County Court House violence 
last February will be tried in several eastern 
South Dakota Circuit Courts, it was learned 
Friday," .

"The spokesman said 18 persons have been 
indicted, including American Indian Movement (AIM) 
Leader Dennis Banks ’'Minneapolis. ' Some of 
them, including AIM Leaders Russell Means of 
Porcupine and VernonwBeTlecourt of Denver haven St. 
been arraigned yet./'^ „ ■ ' A ( T I

■ '*--- '
"The indictments ^istne a variety of charges 

including arson, riot, and assault. *

"The court spokesman said the remaining 
cases will be divided among circuit courts in 
eastern South Dakota but said the final plan 
of distribution has not been completed. The 
defendant sought the changes of venue contending 
they couldn’t receive an impartial trial in 
Custer.’’



DENNIS JAMES B^S

"The rock-throwing, club-swinging incident 
erupted February 6, 19/3, when AIM members and 
supporters were in Custer to demand that the 
charge against a white man accused of killing an 
Indian be changed from manslaughter to murder."

On Ppr Ambpr A._ 1973. MP T-3 advised that bn hpg

-I :7
On December 7, 1973, MP T-4 advised that Dennis

James Banks was arrested:by Mexican authorities, Mexico 
City, during a student tally, University of Mexico, where 
Banks made "inflammatory statements" against the United 
States and Mexico. Dennis Banks was informally charged 
with interfering with the internal security of the Mexican 
Government and jailed on December 6. 1973. with subsequent
deportation on December 7, 1973, b7D

In the December 13, 1973, issue of the Burmingham
News published in Burmingham, Alabama-, appeared the following 
article wherein Banks was interviewed and stated that he,

'• Banks, and his attorney, Robert R.VBryan, along with Mr.s.. _
Debbi^fBrensinger of Bryan's staff,Xand another associate 

to "death when.Bryan's plane, in which they were
• flying from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to Chicago, Illinois, 

went into a tail spin at 17^500 feet. ~ Control of .the’’plane’' 
was regained 20 seconds before it would have hit the 
ground. ■

( / ■
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS

In the.December 9, 1973, final edition of the 
Rapid City Journal published in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
appeared the following article captioned, "Mexico Deports 
Dennis Banks":

"Mexico City (AP) - The United States 
Embassy said that Mexico deported American 
Indian Movement (AIM) Leader'Dennis Banks 
Friday."

"The Mexican Government said it deported 
Banks, who was charged earlier this year with 
involvement in the occupation of Wounded Knee 
for allegedly .interfering in Mexican internal 
affairs. The Embassy said the Mexican Government 
would not elaborate. '

"Banks was arrested in Mexico City after 
a conference Thursday on Indian problems, an 
Embassy spokesman said, and he was placed on 
a Los Angeles bound plane."

II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

■ The fol lowing ^is descriptive, information regarding . 
Dennis James Banks

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Citizenship 
Height 
Weight 
Hair
Eyes 4
Complexion 
Build

. Scars and marks

Marital status

D^nnis^ James^Banks^^..... ..
Indian . .
Male ’
April 12, 1937
Federal Dam, Minnesota
United States 
5*11" 
160
Black r shoulder length
Brown
Copper. .
Medium •
Tattoos ’’Japan 54-57" right 

upper arm: dagger right 
forearm; "502-28-0630" left 
arm and spade ,

b6
b7C
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Last known address . 2743 Fiisst Avenue<South, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

FBI Number . 118 417 D
Military Number 703-557-0251 .
‘Social Security # 502-28-^0630
Minneapolis Police '

Department Number 47315
Fingerprint . 5.M' 5 U 101 14 ,
Classification I 17 U 100 10

b6
b7C

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. ; It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agencyj it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

- 11 -



APPENDIX

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

In an article appearing in the March 18, 1970, 
issue of "The Denver Post", a daily Denver, Colorado, 
newspaper, Clyde Bellecourt, described as a Director of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), was quoted as saying 
AIM was founded in.Minnesota in 1968 and that it is 
dedicated to improving Indian housing conditions, employment 
opportunities and education.

AIM subsequently became involved in the organization 
of the "Trail, of Broken Treaties" which resulted in the 
takeover of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Building, 
Washington, D.C., early in November, 1972. Damage estimated 
at close to two million dollars was done to the BIA Building. 
In January, 1973, AIM participated in a "Unity Conference" 
at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, which resulted in several 
confrontations with local authorities and numerous arrests. 
In February, 1973, AIM led activities resulting in violent 
confrontations with local authorities in the Rapid City - 
Custer, South Dakota, areas. In Custer, during a confrontation, 
the Court House was damaged and the Chamber of Commerce 
Building was destroyed by fire.

On February 27, 1973, an armed group of Indians 
under the leadership of AIM took over the community of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, located on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. While occupying the town, Indians and their 
supporters engaged in acts of violence and destruction, 
looting the Trading Post and Museum and shooting at Federal 
authorities. Daring exchanges of gunfire, a United States 
Marshal and an FBI Special Agent were wounded and two of the 
Indian insurgents were killed.

AIM has no official headquarters, however, Vernon 
Bellecourt, National Director, has stated he works out of 
the Denver AIM Chapter Office.
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In Reply, Phase Refer to 

File No. MP 157-846

UI^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jj^TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Minneapolis, Minnesota

December 26, 1973

Title DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Character EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN 
MOVEMENT

Reference Minneapolis letterhead memorandum 
dated and captioned as above.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities are concealed 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency ■



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC. DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
CATE 01-27-2020 BY: I

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

•0:

ROM:

SUBJECT:

o 
■ ^4

o>

tn 
tn <a

E ail

F B I

Date:

in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL

(u)

ib6
b7C*

the Bureau dated 12/8/73,
Los Angeles teletype to

bb
b7C

12/19/73

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7456/ (P)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EM - AIM
00: Minneapolis

Re Los Angeles teletype to 
captioned "AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT", u

the Bureau dated 12/7/73, and Bureau teletype to Los Angeles

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a-letterhead 
memorandum (LHM) concerning captioned subject! Additional copies 
of the LHM are being furnished to the Bureau, two for dissemina
tion to Legat, Mexico’, and two for Legat, Ottawa. Al so enclosed 
for each receiving office are two copies of same LHM.

i

2 - Los Angeles 
to-

M Per_________________
U.S.Government Printing office: 1972 — 455-574

Approved: —.j___ _________________ - 'Sent
(/“Special Agent in Charge / /

Bureau (Enc\ 9)cC 
z - Albuquerque (Enc J , „ 
2 - Birmingham (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - Chicago (Enc.2) (RM) “
2 - Denver (Enc. 2) (RM) $0?^ 
2 -'Las Vegas (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - Milwaukee (Enc. 2) (RM) .TO 
2. - Mrnneapolxs (Enc. 2) (RM^—-—■ 
2 - Oklahoma City (Enc. 2) (RM) /zr 9 
2 - Omaha (Enc. 2) (RM) /O /
2 - Phoenix (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - Portland (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - Salt Lake City (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - San Francisco (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - Washington Field (Enc. 2) (RM) it *■

bb
b7C

b6
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LA 70-7456

Sources utilized in the enclosed LHM are identified 
as follows

Source One
b7D

Source Two

Source Three

Source Four
United States Customs 
Los Angeles, California

For the sake of clarity, the address and telephone 
book of DENNIS BANKS has been retyped in full by the Los 
Angeles Division, however, the original xerox copy of same 
is maintained in the Exhibit Section of the Los Angeles 
Divisionf 14 )

Also, for the sake of simplicity, rather than 
specific leads being set forth, each office will be furnished 
with a page number of the' telephone address book of captioned 
subject on which names of individuals appeared who reside 
within the division^ La J

Several individuals and organizations listed in 
this material could well have been legitimate contacts of 
BANKS and not engaged in extremist activity. Accordingly, 
no investigation should be conducted when the individual 
or organisation listed falls into this legitimate contact 
category.^ (4 )

Receiving offices should review indices to ascertain 
if Information located therein, where coupled with the fact 
that a name appears in BANKS' telephone book would warrant an 
extremist investigation. In those instances where further 
investigation is deemed warranted, advise the Bureau investi
gation is being instituted setting forth the identities of 
individuals and organizations on whom this investigation is, 
being conductedi (1 }

- 2 -
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Results of investigation conducted need not be // 
furnished to the Los Angeles Division unless pertinent^ J 

LEADS

. ALBUQUERQUE

Pages 17, 20, 24

BIRMINGHAM

Page 6

CHICAGO

Pages 7, 21

DENVER

Page 24

LAS VEGAS

Pages 11, 18

MILWAUKEE

Page 18 V

MINNEAPOLIS

Pages 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 26

OKLAHOMA CITY

Pages 2, 4, 5, 7, 13, 19, 22, 24, 26

OMAHA

Pages 4, 8, 17, 24

PHOENIX

Pages 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 18, 19

PORTLAND

Page 16

- 3 -
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SALT LAKE CITY

Pages 9, 11, 17, 21

SAN FRANCISCO

Pages 8, 16, 25

WASHINGTON FIELD

Pages 2, 21

LOS ANGELES

Pages 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 13, 16, 19, 23, 27

- 4 -
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LEGAT, MEXICO

Pages 12

LEGAT, OTTAWA

Page 5



Ill Reply, Plcrise Refer is File No.

P j »

I1 NT TEftTATES E।’AKTMKXT OF ft’,sft;E

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California 
December 19, 1973

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
■ EXTREMIST MATTER 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Unless otherwise indicated, all sources mentioned 
in this communication have, furnished'reliable information 
in the pas th VA

___________ On December 6. 1973. Source One advised that I I

and Dennis Banks, National AIM Leader, were arrested on instant 
date in Mexico City-with approximately 50 other individuals. 
The source was unable to elaborate further regarding the cir
cumstances or details of the arrest Aa 0

b6
b7C

AIM was founded in Minnesota in 1968, 
dedicated to improving conditions for 
the American Indian. AIM recently led 
and participated in confrontations 
with local authorities in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City-Custer area 
of South Dakota. - AIM. led the takeover
and occupation of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, in February-May 19731

On December 7, 1973, jounce Two advised that Dennis 
Banks and| |were arrested by Mexican
authorities, Mexico City, Mexico, during a student rally at 
the University of Mexico, where Banks made ** inflammatory 
statements'* against the United States and Mexico. The two 
were informally .charged with interferring with the internal 
security of the United States Government and jailed on 
December 6, 1973( nj

b6
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conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the EBI and is 
.Loaned to your agency; it and its, contents' are not to be dis
tributed outside your agency. BCLOSuRI
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______ ____ -Source Two further advised that f b6 
b7C 
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---------------------------- :--------------------:-----------
On December 8a.1973, Source Three advised that

b6 
b7C 
b7D

----------(U) " : ;
On December 7, 1973, Source Four advised that 

Dennis Banks had in his possession a cancelled ticket 
Number 0024201479008 for Braniff Airways, Incorporated, from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, to Dallas, Texas, to Mexico City, issued on 
December 3, 1973. Banks also'had Visa Number 221-3615170 
issued Tulsa, Oklahoma, on December 3, 19/3.

On December 7, 1973, Source Four made available 
a list of telephone numbers and addresses maintained by 
Banks which are set forth below:



‘DENNIS JAMES BANKS
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Page One

- 3 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Topanga .Canyon

b6
b7C



DENNIS JAMES BANKS
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Chilocco Indo School 
(405) 448-3800 or 
448-3966

Chicago AIM 
(312) 528-956 or 
BR 4-3000 -----

Cook Christian Training 
(602) 968-9354

- 9 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Pap;n Twelve

Revista Por Que?
Apartado 53-122
Mexico 175 D. F,



TOlsT.S JA^S BANKS

Page Thirteen.

St. Paul AIM 
(612) 224-4395 
MinneapgAj-S (612) 333-7193

b6
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Page Fifteen

Sonnyyand Cher
Nic^^ourue -'
Thursday Night/Friday Night

- 17 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS
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Phoenix Indian Center 
(602) 252-6707 or 
253-9812
613 North Central Avenue
Phoenix *

- 20 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS
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Page Twenty

637 Cardenas S.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
265-9757 (Office)

St. Paul AIM 
(612) 224-5631

- 22 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS
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Zodiac News 
950 Howard Street 
San Francisco? California

- 27 -

Page Twenty Five



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Page Twenty Six

b6
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While in Mexico City or Anywherel! 
Chaiupas Poblanas 
Nicolas San Juan, y
Torres Adalid

Visa No. 221-3615170 
Issued Tulsa, Oklahoma 
December 3, 1973
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Page Twenty Seven

b6 < 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) <

F B I

Transmit the following in 1!
Date: 1/15/74

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via A INTEL AIR MAIL (REGISTERED) 
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7456) (?)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EM - AIM
00: Minneapolis

Re Minneapolis airtel and letterhead memorandum to 
the Bureau., dated 32/26/73. ■

■ /

On 1/11/74,| | advised that there is
no indication that DENNIS BANKS intends to take up permanent 
residence in Los Angeles at the present time. Informant infor
mation has indicated that BANKS intends to commute between 
St. Paul and Los Angeles and possibly other points during the 
judicial proceedings which are currently taking place in the 
aforementioned city.

The fo3J6^Sg sources, familiar with the activities 
of American Indian^Movement (AIM) in the Los Angeles area, were 
also contacted and confirmed that, to their knowledge, BANKS 
has no present plans which indicate that he is moving to Los 
Angeles: —__

b7D
7 JIN 13 1474

Los Angeles will continue to survey sources to 
determine when and if BANKS will take up permanent residence 
in the Los Angeles area.

Bureau
4 - Minneapolis (157-846) (AIR MAIL-REGISTERED) 

(1 - 157-1458)
(1 - 157-1459)

2 - Los Angeles^

Approved: Sent
Sneciqi'Agent mXHarge

M Per______________
U.S. Govern me nt Printing Office: 1972-455-574

b6
b7C



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1W2 EDITION
OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
■TO

subject:

DIRECTOR, FBI (176-2U03)

SAC, DENVER (70-3818) (RUC)

date: 2/7 /7U

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM
(00: MINNEAPOLIS)

Re Bureau teletype to' Birmingham, dated 11/30/73.-

___________ Contact has been maintained with I I b7D 
] Source advised he has made

inquiries in the Indian community in Denver and has learned 
no facts concerning BANKS' visit to Mexico in December, 1973.

REC-39?
ES FEB 11 191^

0} - Bureau (RM)
2 - Minneapolis (70-686M-) (RM)
3 - Denver (2 - 70-3818) 

(1 -|
ERR:mfr

b7D

emar t Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



TO

FROM

subject:

^WTIQNAL FOtTW NO* 10 
MAY 10&2 EDITION 
GSAF^Mn(0 CFR)

7ERNMENT

DIRECTOR. FBI (-17^-2403)

LEGAT; MEXICO CITY (157-96)(RUC)

-' t)ENNIS_JAMES. .BANKS 
EM - AIM

date: 2/14/74

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau 
and Mexico City letter and LHM 12/12/73 .*-

dated 12/19/73

The following comment was made 2/1/74 by| 
concerning notations in Los Angeles LHM 12/19/73 possibly 
relating to Mexico:

^6-22 7 974

Page 12 apparently refers to the magazine (revista) 
’’Porque”, a well-known anti-U.S, periodical published at 
Mexico City, address P.O. Box (Apartado) 53-122, Mexico, 
Postal Zone 17, Federal District, Mexico.

Page 26 contains a notation ’’Chaiupas Poblanas", 
Chaiupas are a Mexican snack prepared with tortilla flour 
and poblanas are the style from the City of Puebla. 
Therefore, this would seem to be just a general reference
to a well-known Mexican specialty food.

Nicolas San Juan and Torres Adalid are major 
Mexico City streets and their intersection apparently
indicated here is in
The 
may 
for

.5/-

intersection has 
indicate an area 
sale.

a residential section of Mexico City 
no known significance to source and 
where someone found these chaiupas

Bureau
(1 - Foreign Liaison Unit)
(1 - Minneapolis)
(1 - Los Angeles, .70-7456) (Info)

2 - Mexico Citv
- (1 -I

RS C: s Is
(7)

L .

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bayroll Savings Plan



H 6p£W £URt&U iff iffii^SWATRJN 
^COMM'U^ECATI©^ SECTSOW

A Si x:. Oir. ------  
, De^^-IX-Adui— 

Dep.-Ai D. -Inv----
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.---------- -

2 304 MP PLAIN

TO

UP4:35

DIRECTOR

DENVER

MA^O8 W
MARCH 8, 1974 fl DSC

TELETYPE

15 7-529

9 J FROM MINNEAPOLIS 15 7-3 65 6

/>
THREE PAGES

Ext
Files & CMLZ®^ 
Gen. In’y-jy^kS ।
Hienv. - JI.-vjb7 C 
Inspccti c» l 
Intel). W"!*

DENNIS JAMES BANKS ;

?

JUST I

UNREST ; 00 :

Flan. <£■ Evai. . 
Spec, hiv. ------  
Training ------

Legal Cviirt ... 
Telephone Rm. 
Direebg. See’y .

MEANS; AMERICAN IH^TA

AIM. PROPOSED RALLY IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE CRUSADE FOR

DENVER, COLORADO

„ s» WIN UNCLASS'FiED^DENVER

b6 
b7C 
b3 ] 

b7E

ON MARCH 8, 1974, A SOURC:

IN THE PAST. STATED BANKS AND MEADS, AND

p I OK1 b6 
3 b7C 

A_b7D

WTO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE IN

THE AMERICA?-1 INDIAN MOVEMI

REC 28
T (AWrWAS FOUNDED IN MNi^SOYa .

IiJ 1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE AHERJe^"'! NDIAf

AIM RECENTLY LED AND PARTICIPATED"!^CONFRONTATIONS
AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, A ND THE*RAP ID

WITH LOCAL



PAGE TWO

AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LTD THE TAKEOVER AIW OCCUPATION OF

WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY - MAY, 1973.

SOURCE ALSO STATED THAT

SOURCE STATED BARKS AND MEANS A ND OTHER NATIONAL AIM LEADERS

ARE ENCOURAGING NOH-VIOLENCE DURING THIS PERIOD

b7D

b7D

THERE ARE NO TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS CM BANKS AND MEANS. THEY

HAVE BEEN TRAVELING CONSIDERABLY DURING DAYS THEIR TRIAL IS NOT

IN SESSIO?:. inasmuch as no specific, information Has been received

END PAGE TWO



J

page thpee

TO INDICATE THAT THEY MAY ENCOURAGE OR INCITE VIOLENCE b7D

|UNITED STATES

DISTRICT COURT JUDGE FEED J. NICHOL, WHO- IS HANDLING THEIR TRIAL 

IF ST. HAUL, MINNESOTA, WAS HOT CONTACTED RELATIVE TO THE POSSIBILITY 

OF IMPOSING TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS.

ADMINISTRATIVE:. :

RE DENVER TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY 26, 1974, CAPTIONED 

"PROPOSED RALLY IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE, DETVER, 

COLORADO, March 17, 1974; EM - POTENTIAL CIVIL UNREST; 00: DENVER", 

AUD DENVER TELETYPES DATED MARCH 5 £ 7, 1974, CAPTIONED "DEfiUIS JAMES 

BANKS; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; EH - AIM".

THE CURRENT ATTITUDE OF UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 

NICHOL OF ST. PAUL and recent comments by him in open court, 
WHICH WERE NOT COMPLIMENTARY TO THE FBI, IS ANOTHER REASON WHY NO 

CONTACT WAS MADE WITH HIM RELATIVE TO POSSIBLE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

FOP BANKS AND MEANS.

SOURCE IS| | b7D

MINNEAPOLIS WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO DETERMINE,

END
CC1

FBIHQ FLC FR ONE TEL HOLD

b6
b7C



WTIOMAU FORM HO. IC j
- COITION

A* \41 GFR) 1D^1M

UNIT^ STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI (176-2403)

VK
OMAHA (157-1821) (P)

date: 1/21/74TO

ANNI^JAW BANKS
EM - AIM—-------- ------

om^-' <» yyy-j'
Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau and enclosed 

. IMM dated 12/19/73.

Referenced LHM furnished contents of an address 
book which had been in the possession of the subject when 
he was arrested in Mexico City. The following information 
was obtained through contact with I and review of
appropriate directories for Des Moines, Iowa, page numbers 
refer to the the page number in the address book as indicated 
at the top of the page of referenced LHM.

Page 1 - Telephone Number (602) 262-6341 is the 
telephone number of the Hilton Inn, Phoenix, Arizona, where 
a number of AIM members have stayed while in Phoenix in 
recent weeks. Extension 403 would indicate a room number 
in the motel.

‘ ■ 7 I;

F£B 1974

Jr*. .n

4
2

; Jmr 
yi / 7

2^- Bureau ' ’ ' . u
1 - Los Angeles (70-1456) (Info) 
2 ■= Minneapolis (Info) 
1 - phoenix (Info)

b6 
b7C 
b7D

b6 
b7C 
b7D

57^182 y

(10G-8746 SUB
b7D



QnR 05 OM PLAIN

7:27PM

TO

FROM

DENNIS

HCElM BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION £

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

NITEL FEBRUARY 27, 1974

DIRECTOR (176-2403)

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

OMAHA (15 7-1821) (P) IP

JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM

F E □ 2 71974

Asfioc. Dir. 
Dcp.-A.D.-Adm.. 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.

Dir,: 
Ailmin. 
Comp, Syct. 
Ext Affairs 
File:: & 
Gon. Inv. . - 
blent. 
Inspection

Ian. & EvaL —k7c 
Spec. Inv,---------- । 
Training-----------

Lc;al Coun.-------- ? 
Telephone Rm. — | 
Director Sec’y-----'(

INVITED BY THE DANA COLLEGE

STUDENT COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND CONCERN

ESTABLISHED SOURCE AT

DANA COLLEGE VERIFIED BANKS WAS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE

AT DANA COLLEGE WILL BE COVEREDBANKS’ APPEARANCE

BY ESTABLISHED SOURCES

END

b6
b7C

OMAHA WORLD HERALD ON FEBRUARY 23, 1974, SET OUT

ONLY ND LHM SUBMITTED

ON FEBRUARY 27, 1974,

INVITED TO SPEAK AT DANA COLLEGE, BLAIR, NEBRASKA, ON

NORTH OF OMAHA, HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE, AND SPEAK AT

FEBRUARY 28, 1974. HE WAS

8:00 P.M. , FEBRUARY 28, 1974. BANKS IS ALLEGEDLY DUE

OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AT 6:38 P.M., FEBRUARY 28, 1974, NORTH

ARTICLE WHICH INDICATED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS HAS BEEN

CENTRAL AIRLINES AND PROCEED TO BLAIR, NEBRASKA, 35 MILES

BACK IN COURT IN ST. PAUL EARLY FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH_1, 1974
b6
b7C



fO*M HO io 
MAY 1969 EDITION 
OSA FPM* (4) 10^

UNITED STATES^QVERNMENT

Memomidum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM U^LEGAT, CARACAS (157-51) (RUC)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 
EM
Bufile 100-462483

Re Bureau cables 1/29/74 and 2/13/74; and Bureau 
airtel 2/4/74. , . . .t ' / / f ,

Appropriate officials of the American Embassy, Caracas, 
Venezuela, have been furnished all pertinent information regard
ing the possible threat of AIM attacks on embassies.

No information regarding any AIM plans in the area 
covered by the Caracas Office has so far come to attention. 
Should any data be developed in the future, it will be immedi
ately furnished to the Bureau by cable.

U
N

R
EC

O
R

D
ED

 C
O

PY
 F

IU
EB

 JN

RM

1

J010-I0S-02

- Bureau
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit 

- Caracas

JSL'd^tKAAP o /Tv7 biAh -■

b6
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11 1974

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Rayroll Savings Rian



/ ■
FORM NO, 10

iWWPTl« EDITION
GSA FPMR <41 CFr) l0l*U,e

UNITED STATES CW'ERNMENT >
Memorandum

subject:

DIRECTOR, FBI (176*^33)

SAC, OMAHA (157-1821) (P)

DENNIS JAMIS BANKS
EM - AIM ft
00: MINNEAPOLIS

Re Omaha nitel to Bureau 2/27/74.

date: 3/18/74

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and to 
Minneapolis two copies of an LHM reflecting that subject 
spoke at Dana College^Blair, Nebraska, 2/28/74.

Bureau (Enc.-5)'
- Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc.-2)

2 — Omaha 
DGH:cj.W 
(6)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No,

UNWD -STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Omaha, Nebraska 
March 18, 1974

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

The Omaha World-Herald, a daily newspaper, issue 
of February 24, 1974, set out that subject was scheduled to 
speak at Dana College, Blair, Nebraska, on the evening of 
February 28, 1974.

Banks * appearance was arranged by the Dana College 
Student Committee on Human Rights and Concerns.

The Omaha World-Herald issue of March 1, 1974, set 
out in an article entitled '‘Banks: Wounded Knee *Worth Itr" 
that Dennis Banks, an American Indian Movement (AIM) leader, 
addressed an audience of about 500 at Dana College, Blair, 
Nebraska, on February 28, 1974. During his speech Banks 
noted that "Wounded Knee was worth it," and he said that he 
has been charged with ten crimes stemming from Wounded Knee, 
including burglary and conspiracy. Banks was quoted as 
saying, "I look to Washington and I understand where the real 
burglars in this country are." Before his speech Banks 
said in an interview, "Attitudes about the Indian have changed 
for the better because of Wounded Knee." He called the 
incident "the meet single, most important event in Indian 
history." He stated that the Wounded Knee incident has also 
boosted the ranks of AIM, which "has grown by leaps and bounds."

The article also set out that Banks told the audience 
of the events leading up to Wounded Knee, the goals of AIM, 
and his troubles with prosecution on the charges stemming from 
the incident.

In referring to the Wounded Knee incident, Banks 
said during his speech, "For the first time in the history 
of the United States, there was a concentrated concern for 
the problems that face the Indian people. We were on the brink 
of disaster, not only as a tribe, but as a race of people. 
Only one solution remained. It was Wounded Knee."

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was 
founded in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated 
to improving conditions for the American



DENNIS JAMES BANES

Indian. AIM recently led and participated 
in confrontations with local authorities 
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid City- 
Custer area of South Dakota, AIM led the 
takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, in February-May, 1973.

On March 11, 1974, Chief of Police, Blair, Nebraska 
John Hoppe, stated he had learned Banks was paid $400 plus 
expenses for his trip to Blair and his speech by the Student 
Committee who invited him.

2*



FD-35 (?.ev. 5-22-64}
L D?p

A !■
F B I Ert

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE

Date: 3/1H/74
CODE_____________

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT

■ G- \ 
1

Via
(Priority) 11IV.___\

V

TO

FROM

DIRECTOR (157-28313)(MAIL)
MINNEAPOLIS (70-6832)

KANSAS CITY (176-80)

Conn'. ...
Tel'^h.ine Ifm

..Vf 
b6 
b7C

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR-BURGLARY, ET AL

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL SAC’S, MARCH 3, 197U

SEVEN KANSAS CITY AGENTS WHO SERVED'IN WOUNDED KNEE, S.C

WORKED ON ROADBLOCK NO. ONE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER DURING

ASSIGNMENT THERE. GENERALLY THE AGENTS WERE AWARE OF A TELEPHONE

AVAILABLE ON ROADBLOCK NO. ONE; HOWEVER, NONE UTILIZED THE

TELEPHONE FOR ANY PURPOSE DUE TO OTHER SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS

RUC

END

O.

^iOT^RECORDED 
4S APR 1^1974 
13 APR II

1-Bureau (AM) 
^VDC: aa _ 

(2)

Approved: Sent
in Charge

b6 ‘ 
b7C

---------M Per ---------------------------
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574





DN 15 7-529

PACS TWO

COuPCi < HO HrS NURCiSHED niLloSLi I 0 r 0,-: CiA I 10 A 1 I .Hi PASi 

STATED APPRMItfAl ELY 360 rEPSOPS HALF IHDlAXO AMD EQUAL NILWsLA . 
OF CHICANOS A Hu WHITES ATTEHOED THE HiiTIHS Ri OLHVLrt 1 uju IAH 

CENTER. SOURCE STATED . SUBJECTS G A VE SPEECHES CONTAINING STATEt-iENIS 

RGrINST THE UeS. G 3 VER NHL PT 'aW CLAIMED T H?. IL : R liL IT ST . ’ PAUL/' o'" H 

AS A MOCKERY OF JUSTICE , LEANS STATED IT //AS m HOOuERY TO : ■■

PROSECUTE THE NATIVE A .1EE ICA H 3 WHO ARE THE OLIS I HAL LANDLORDS '

OF THIS COlL'iTHY. BOTH H^AOS A./O BA'’KS u?:Gr.D U'JliY 0? i HL 'S^KICA^

■ AAMERICA NS ANO.. INDIANS AND ACKNOWLEDGED SUPPORT BOTH IN .PEHSOfi AHO

SY YaTE^IaLS AHO SUPPLIES WHICH HAS StlllH ? U /i u13 H-D SY CHICANOS

IH T HE PAST. ALSO SPEAKING WAS W HO H 50 Jr; Ci ETAiiD

WAS INVOLVED' IN.THE WOUNDED ;<HEE TAKEOVER 'SY A KER 1CA N .2 ND IA 03? ;

b6
b7C

AJO
■ :: V uww"."™.--------- - —■—-———r-;---------

FO:/. J'j 31 ICE « THE lAIiR I LO SCJivi Dr

BOY R ;KZ JB E R S OF; 1 HEi' OR U S.A U E
• • ;. 1 ■ ■ ; . . r j ■ A‘l- '. "a '.' .J.;' .'

THE BLED r-Or .COHERO STAT 10

WITH POLICE ADD THE IDPO/iiaNCE Or EST ALL ISEI EG ■ SCHOOLS RUA..BY THE.

CHICA HD A HD I Hu IA L CO:/.IJ ! ;IT I PS I /; On DE A TO A TA CH T Hi CEIL

W HE >; THEY ARE YOj-vG 4
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PAGE T HALE

’ at th: isoian cettea, sojace observed -aa ,india:: hale viho
b6 
b7C 
b7D

•’ COLORADO, THIS 9aTl TO . APEAK . 3 T T HE ' CA HPu 5 0?'THE 0NI V , 07'COLO , < 

AMO SOJHCi BELIEVES THEIS SPEECHES :ILL BE ^LONG 'THE SAHE LINES 

A3 THEY- cave at the ihoiao CENTER. . SO 01 ST USB A HOE s at .THE S1A 

01 IND I.A^ . CENTER , ' HO'OEVp , SOUHCE STATED IE NUaE 05 TALK WAS OOITE

A . IL IT A NT ■ A ND At;TI-GOVER HME NT .1 T NAT UHL » . A; : <TEE.L ;1

A0EI 01 ST HAIXVE :

ACE?;I OB3:10 VI NS HIE, HO A SB

SOURCE OESCRIBEj' I

I NO I VI0 JALS a Cl 1SG A S SOSO;(11 Y OuATOs EGA .YlANS AGO BANKS' TAS

b6 
b7C 
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( HALE; 50 - 05, 1P?.-:OXI LATELY 5 AT IT 15 INCHES, CIO LBS.,

S”^PI,1:'C BTO-.,!H CO'vjOY HAT 0 ■■■0 LENT A1 -■■ BS?: i iS "-Lull CH::. VsOlB l PiCHOr





OPTWAt. FORM NO, 10
MAY 1K4 EDITION

, CSA Q^ir (4, CF«) I()i,u.s

United states government

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI date: 3/27/74

FROM :

(SUBJECT:

SAC, PHOENIX (157-1922)(RUC)

DENNIS JAMES<8ANKS
EM - .AIM
00: MP

ReOMnitel to Bureau, 1$/ 

The following inves^igat ion wa conducted by SA

AT FT. MC DOWELL INDIAN RESERVATION, 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA ..

On 12/7/73, _______
Me Dowell Indian Reservation and

]_TX

had invited.DENNIS BANKS,. AIM, to

u received from source 
Mg Dowell Tribal Counsel, 
come to the reservation

and assist the local people against the U.S. Corps of Engineers.
in the building of a dam, which would cause the flooding of the 
reservation. [ ]advised that |was one
of the persons attending a meeting in Oklahoma City along w‘ 

in which AIM members participated

According^to secured a
promise from DENNIs^BANKS that he would, assist in any way 
possible, the residents of the Ft. Me Dowell Indian Reservations 
in their efforts against the U.S. Corps of Engineers in the ff 
building of the dan. No date for this activity was scheduledof 
It is noted that the Corps of Engineers has not date set for 
the beginning of the construction or survey for the construction
of the dam. *

/2 - Bureau
. 2 — Minneapolis (157—1458)
1 - Omaha (157-1821)(info.) 
1 - Phoenix
HFG pab
(6) '

51AP^5-i®

Ti e 7?X/r,.



PX 157-1922
HFG/pab

Subsequent to the above contact, Phoenix has 
maintained liaison with logical sources, but no information 
has been developed to indicate that the subject plans a 
visit to Arizona.

On 3/5/74,1 I advised that to his
knowledge, no AIM activities had taken place on the reservation.

b6
b7C

In the event that any pertinent information 
regarding subject visiting this area is received, the 
Bureau and 00 will be advised.

2



PD-^3JRPJ. 3-8-67)

Ik 
sTIGATION

TITLE OF CASE

REPORTING office

MINNEAPOLIS
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS
DATE

4/18/74
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

12/26/73 - 3/28/74

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

REPORT MADE BY

CHARACTER OF CASE mis__  b6
" b7C

(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM

REFERENCE

Minneapolis airtel with LHM by SA 
12/26/73 and captioned as above.

dated B b7C

- P
(i■ w

ADMINISTRATIVE

Two copies of an FD 376 are attached to two copies of^^33, 
this report. One (1) copy of Minneapolis report is being 
furnished to Denver for information in view of its interest in
American Indian Movement (AIM) activities.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED CASE H AS BEEN:

con via RECOVERIESFUG, fines SAVINGS

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOWAPPROVED

QRJ.ES MADE:

2 - Minneapolis (157-846)

Agency

ACQUIT
TALS

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS

Request Reed.
Date Fwd.

#9

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : I5E7 0—273-S77

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

Bureau (157-29309) (RM)
1

1

- U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis 
Minnesota (RM)

- Denver (RM)

Di sseminatian Record qf Atta ched Report Notations

How Fwd.
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Source Location

MP T-l is 157-846-339
b7D

b7D

b7D

- D - 
COVER PAGE
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L [3 Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. **
2. | | The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3- PSA Changes on the ADEX Card axe necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. fxl A suitable photograph [~X! is I I is not available. 

Date photograph was taken S-------------------------
5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and------------------------------------------is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are

6. □ This report is classified----------------------------------------------------------- —--------- because
(state reason)

7. 1 I Subject previously interviewed (dates)---------------------------------------------------------------
[xl Subject was not interviewed I 1 reinterviewed because (state reason)

of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation.

8. | | This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9. pq This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 
within the criteria because (state reason)

BANKS is current National Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM).

10. [X] Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division:
3 Submitted------ 5/1^^^--------------- Placed |~X| Yes [ I No

11. [23 Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index.

12. Fxl Subject designated and/or included in:
□ Key Activist Program I I Arab Terrorist Photograph Album
CS Key Extremist Program [X] Extremist Photograph Album

□ Weatherman Photograph Album
--------------------------------------------- -------- C-----------------------------------------------------------------

C^VER PAGE
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NOR-SYMBOL SOURCE PAGE

MP T-4 is b6 
b7C 
b7D

- D* - 
COVER PAGE
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Minneapo1 i s, Minneso ta

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220

April 18, 1974
In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 157-846

Dear Sir:

RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTER -

' AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2- [X3 Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. | 1 Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4- EH Participation in civil disturbances, antAU. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5- | I Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. | | Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. E7| Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph fxl has been furnished | |enclosed r~| is not available.

I - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1)
U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)

Enclosure(s) (1)



UNI' ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)

Report of:_____________________________
Date: April 18, 1974

Field Office File #: 157-846

Title; DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota b6 
b7C

Bureau File 157-29309

Character-EXTREMIST MATTER - 
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS is current National Executive Director of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) and a member of the AIM 
Central Committee. BANKS currently resides at 2616 Harriet 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota. BANKS attempted to deal 
with the kidnapers of PATRICIA HEARST for her release. Financial 
matters and other activities set forth. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- P -

" DETAILS

On January 2, 1974, MP T-l advised that DENNIS JAMES
BANKS is currently residing—at_ 7616 Avpnnp_Sniil-h.____
Minneapolis, Minnesota, b6

b7C

Sources whose identities are 
concealed herein have furnished 
reliable information in the past 
except where otherwise noted.

This document rontuinu neither recommendations nor coiirhiibiaTj^ of the FIJI. Ji the property of the FFJI find is loaned to your agencyi it and ita contents 

nee not lo be distributed outside your agency.

U. S. GOVERNMENT HUNTING OFFtCK 1 1070 O ■ 40Q-fMU



MP 157-846

_______ On January 2, 1974, MP T-l advised thatI ~I be 
lis a prominent member of the American Indian Movement b7c

(AIM) in the Minneapolis area.

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was founded 
in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated to improving 
conditions for the American Indian. AIM recently 
led and participated in confrontations with local 
authorities in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the 
Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota. AIM led 
the takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, in February-May, 1973.

WOUNDED KNEE TAKEOVER

On February 27, 1973. members of the American ■ 
Indian Movement (AIM) with non-Indian supporters, 
seized hostages and by force of arms, occupied the 
town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts, of the 
town were burned and ransacked, six members of AIM 
were wounded, two fatally, two Federal officers 
were wounded, one permanently paralyzed, in several 
exchanges of gunfire between occupants and 
surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, 
the occupation ended by the surrender of the 
remaining occupants. More than 200 arrests were 
made in connection with the occupation.

On January 25, 1974, MP T-2 advised that during 
the occupation of Wounded Knee DENNIS BANKS carried a .45, 
.38 caliber, and a Japanese pistol.

On January 28, 1974, MP T-l advised that the new 
current AIM National Leaders include DENNIS BANKS as National 
Executive Director. BANKS is also on the AIM Central Committee 
which makes all the important decisions.

-2-



MP 157-846

On January 9, 1974. MP T-3 advised that DENNIS 
BANKS has about]

________is a prominent AIM members 
and AIM

MP T-3 further advised thatI Iwas known to advocate
a "confrontation anywhere because it was good for business".

On January 4, 1974, MP T-4 advised that during the
AIM Wild Rice Festival several weeks ago.I I

b6 
b7C 
b7D

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6 
b7C 
b7D

The following article appeared in the February 15, 
1974, morning edition of the Minneapolis Tribune, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation polished in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota:

"Banks Asks Safe Return of Hearst’s Daughter"

"American Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks said 
Thursday he is.trying to get an agreement with other organiza
tions to negotiate the release of Patricia Hearst, who was 
kidnapped from her California apartment 10 days ago.

"AIM and five other organizations were named by the 
Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA), the group that claims to 
have kidnapped the daughter of wealthy newspaper publisher 
Randolph Hearst, as the distributors of $400 million in food 
to the poor of California.

"Banks said he is suggesting to the other groups that 
each send a representative to meet.with the kidnappers and 'ask 
for the safe return of that girl before there’s any food 
distributed.'



MP 157-846

”*We want to assure the parents and the American 
people that girl is safe and that we return with the girl and 
then Mr. Hearst can do what his conscience dictates,* Banks 
said. ’We want to do everything possible to make sure the 
girl is returned safely.*

"Banks said he is going to California Saturday to 
meet with representatives of the other organizations."

The following article appeared in the February 21, 
1974, morning edition of the Minneapolis Tribune published 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, captioned "Banks, Means Condemn 
Hearst Kidnapping":

"Dennis Banks, Russell. Means and Attorney William 
Kunstler spent three days in San Francisco meeting with the 
Hearst family. and representatives of five other organizations 
designated by the kidnapers to supervise the distribution of 
food they demanded from Randolph Hearst, San Francisco newspaper 
and magazine publisher."

"Kunstler gave Means and Banks much of the credit 
for winning the approval of the ether organizations for the . 
distribution plan offered by Hearst Tuesday to the Symbionese 
Liberation Army".

On January 28, 1974, MP.T-1 advised that
RUSSELL MEANS is a member of the AIM
Central Committee which makes all the 
important decisions for AIM.

b6
b7C



MP 157-846

The following article appeared in the Sioux Falls - 
"Argus Leader" on February 18, 1974. The "Argus Leader" 
published in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is a published daily 
newspaper of general circulation.

"Banks: AIM to Act as Ransom Observer"

"Cedar Rapids, Iowa (AP) - Dennis Banks, executive 
director of the American Indian Movement, said Friday night 
that AIM will act as an observer in the distribution of 
the ransom for Patricia Hearst.

"Banks.issued a plea to the Symbionese Liberation 
Army, which claims it ’arrested’ the newspaper heiress at 
her apartment near the University of California campus, that 
no harm come to Miss Hearst,

"Banks* message was relayed to the San Francisco 
radio station that has been acting as a go-between since the 
kidnaping, AIM was one of six organizations requested to act 
as observers."

On February 18, 1974,, MP T-5 advised that DENNIS 
BANKS addressed a three-day conference entitled ‘'Wounded Knee: 
Indian Rights of Trial," from February 14 - 16, 1974. The 
conference was held at the University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa, Chicano Indian Cultural Center, No protests or arrests or 
incidents occurred within- the three-day conference.

-5-.
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On February 11, 1974, MP T-6 advised that DENNIS 
BANKS attended a fund-raising concert for the Wounded Knee 
Legal Defense Fund at the University of Mexico, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.

On February 9, 1974, MP T-6 advised that BANKS 
arrived at 9:30 AM from Denver, Colorado, arid addressed 
approximately 2,000 individuals attending the concert. BANKS 
then departed Albuquerque the afternoon of February 10, 
1974, for St. Paul, Minnesota.

-6-
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stated that the discussion was of 
proposed plans by AIM to. hold a general information 
workshop for the Pueblo Indians, Albuquerque Area Office 
BIA personnel, and other interested persons, the date 
tentatively being set for March 30, 1974. (stated
that the AIM representative stated the purpose or the meeting 
would be to provide general information about the purpose of 
AIM and to identify some of the services AIM might be able

be
b7C

to provide for the Pueblo people in such areas as civil rights, 
employment, housing, law enforcement, education, .etc, | ]
stated that DENNIS BANKS emphasized.that AIM intentions were
not to cause any kind of disruption, but rather to present 
information with the hope that all people interested in Indian 
affairs might work in cooperation towards the same goal, further 
stating that while he realized BIA would probably have security 
personnel around, everything would remain peaceful as long as 
no one got "pushy”.

| (stated that a tentative location for the meeting be
would be Santo Domingo Pueblo, New Mexico (depending on whether b7c 
or not it would be approved by the.Pueblo Indian people).



Date: 3/25/74

Transmit the following in___________________________ _______________________________
(Type in plaintext or code) ■

Via AIRTEL______________ AIRMAIL, REGISTERED________________ j
(Priority) I

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-462483)

SAC, DENVER (157-529) (p)

SUBJECT: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

RUSSELL MEANS
EM - AIM
(DN File 70-3806)

DENNIS BANKS
EM - AIM
(DN File 70-3818)

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an
LHM and two copies for each receiving office of an LHM 
concerning captioned organization. As set forth in LHM 
BANKS and MEANS were involved in speeches and rallies 
on successive weekends in Denver, Colorado,

The Denver Police Department, Denver, Colorado,
have tape recordings of entire speech made by MEANS 
at the rally in Denver on 3/17/74; however, UACB this 
speech will not be transcribed as none of the- statements 
made by MEANS involve a violation of Federal or local 
law and it is felt that they do not corstitute significant 
intelligence information since they are essentially the 
same as previous speeches made by MEANS throughout the 
country,

6 - Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM) /27-157-29309) (2-157-MEANS)
2 - Albuquerque (RM) (Encs; 2) ,. v , ;
2 - Butte (RM) (Encs. 2) / ''J ~ J; " /
3 - Minneapolis (157-1458) (Encs. 2) (RM) 

(157-1509) x
1 - Phoenix (157-1436) (RM) (Encs. 2) (info.T APR 9 ^4
3 - Denver „___ _ ___ _



DN 157-529

As MEANS and BANKS have reportedly returned to 
St*.Paul, Minnesota for their trials, Denver has no 
active investigation concerning them and their cases 
are being considered RUC in the Denver Division,

Source 1 is b7D

LEADS;

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO; Will attempt to 
identify—individual mentioned as President of the National 
Indian Youth Congress or similar named organization who 
spoke along with MEANS and BANKS at Boulder, Colorado on 
3/9/74, ° described ths individual as an Indian b7D
female, approximately 23-27 years of age, 5*6n, 200 pounds, 
wearing necklace of double row of black bones.

BUTTE DIVISION

AT NORTHERN CHEYENNE INDIAN RESERVATION, MONTANA;

Will contact sources to determine if AIM plans to 
intervene in planned strip-mining operation scheduled to begin 
in June, 1974,

All auxiliary offices will contact logical sources 
to*. determine if AIM plans a takeover on the Northern Cheyenne 
Indian Reservation similar to that which occurred at Wounded 
Knee in February, 1973,

2
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NON-SYMBOL ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE PAGE

Source 2 is



In Ibtplyt Please H^er to

157-529

UNIT^STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS^E 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Denver, Colorado 
i- r

. March 2|, 1974

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

RUSSELL MEANS-

, DENNIS BANKS

On March 6, 1974, Source 1, who has previously 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
Russell Means and Dennis Banks, were to be in Denver, 
Colorado to speak on Friday, March 8, 1974 at 6:00 p.m. . 
at the Denver Native American United Center (DNAU), 
16th. and Gaylord Streets. Source 1 advised that these 
individuals would then travel to Boulder, Colorado to 
make a speech at the University of Colorado (CU) 
and would thereafter return-to St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Source 1 learned from an individual whom he■regards 
as reliable, that supporters of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) and also Mexican-American^ who are 
members of the Crusade for Justice, are to meet at 
Stapleton International Airport (SIA), Denver, Colorado 
and march to the Indian- center. Source 1 learned _

that numerous out-of-town persons including Banks and Means 
TOuld support the crusade at their rally in memory of one 
Luis "Jr. Martinez, to be held at the State Capital Building, 
Denver, Colorado on March 17, 1974. ;

b6 
b7C 
b7D

*



'AMERICAN INDIAN WVEMENT
RUSSELL MEANS *
DENNIS BANKS

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was founded 
in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated to improving conditions 
for the American Indian. AIM recently led and participated 
in confrontations with local authorities in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City - Custer area of South Dakota 
AIM led the takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, in February - May, 1973.

■ ' CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE

The Crusade for Justice is a militant Mexican- 
American organization founded in 1968 with headquarters 
in Denver, Colorado. Its political arm is known as 
MLa Raza Uni da*1 - The United (Mexican - Zone rican) People. 
Its objective is development of the Mexican-American 
community in political education and social action.

On March 6, 1974, Source 2, who has provided 
reliable information in the past, advised that Banks 
and Means were scheduled to arrive in Denver on -Western 
Airlines (WAL) Flight 479 from St. Paul, Minnesota at 
7?35 p.m., on March 8, 1974.

On March 8, 1974, a Special Agent of the FBI observed 
approximately 60 Indians at the boarding area of Concourse 
”C-, SIA, Gate 1, awaiting the arrival of WAL Flight 479. 
Observed in the crowd were I ~l of the be
Denver Chapter of AIM and several known members of the Denver b?c
AIM Chapter. Also observed were approximately eight Indian 
males wearing red armbands who were not from Denver and appeared 
to be part of a security patrol for the AIM leaders. At 
approximately 7 g40 p.m., WAL Flight 479 arrived and Banks and 
Means were observed deplaning and being greeted by 

2



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT
RUSSELL MEANS
DENNIS BANKS

On March 9, 1974, Source 1 stated that he was
at SIA on the evening of March 8, 1974 to await the arrival
of Dennis Banks and Russell Means, who were to speak
that night at the Indian center. Source 1 stated that' 
approximately 70 Indians showed up at the'airport. Source 1 
observed! I and several other members of the Denver
AIM at the airport. Source 1 stated that when Banks and

' Means arrived via WAL they were transported by car* to
” DNAU. Source 1 stated that at the Indian center were 

approximately 150 Indians and an equal number of Mexican" 
Americans, Source 1 stated that he recognized numerous 
Mexican^Arnericans who 'are affiliated with the CFJ and 
some individuals who reside in Ft. Lupton, Colorado

"who are connected with the United Farm Worker's Union, 
At the center. Source 1 also observed an individual 
known to Source 1 as I and (first name unknown)

At the center. Source 1 also observed

Source 1 stated that both Means and Banks spoke * 
at the gathering. Means talked about the unity between 
the Indians and Chicanos and the mockery of the trial in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Means stated he found it incredible 
that the U.S. Government was prosecuting native Americans 
whom Means described as the original owners of this land. 
Means also described the Chicanos as being part Indian* and * 
alleged that the theft of the land which had victimized the' 
Indians had also victimized their Chicano brothers. Means 
spoke in some detail concerning the Indian religion and culture 
and the need for the Indians to-regain their identity and 
win their rights against the corrupt society of the White man.

3



AMERICAN INDIM MOVEMENT
RUSSELL MEANS®
DENNIS BANKS

Source 1 stated that Banks spoke concerning unity' 
with the Chicano movement and noted that the Chicanos 
had been the primary supporters for the Indian' struggle at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota and provided both physical 
and material aide

b6 
b7C 
b7D

On March 18, 1974, Source 1 stated that he attended a 
rally at the State Capitol Building, Denver, Colorado on March 17 

1974. The rally was sponsored by the CFJ and attracted an 
audience of 1500 persons most of whom were Mexican^Americans 
and perhaps 100 to 200 Indians. Source 1 stated there were 
numerous speakers ihcludingl 
of the CFJ and Russell Means, leader of AIM. Source 1 noted 
that most of the speakers denounced the U.S. Government, the 
Government of Colorado, local and Federal law enforcement 
officialSo The speakers emphasized that a revolution among the 
minority of this country is imminent and that they should band 
together for strength.

b6
b7C

On March 17, 1974, Special Agent of the FBI observed 
a rally at the State Capitol Building, Denver, Colorado, The 
rally was attended by approximately 1200 to. 1400 persons. Among 
the numerous speakers was Russell Means, a leader of the AIM. 
Means noted in his speech that a majority of the support for 
the Indians at Wounded Knee came from Chicanos. He talked

4



AMERICAN INDIA1M0VEMENT
' RUSSELL MEANS fl

DENNIS BANKS w

against the White man’s pollution and other problems 
noting that the Indian society never had a need for 
old folks* homes, insane asylums and never suffered 
with unemployment, pollution, gettos or crimes, Means 
stated that the White man is scarring the landscape,. Means 
stated that the AIM had been requested by leaders of the 
Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation to come to the 
reservation in June, 1974, to prevent the planned starting 
of strip^mining of coal on reservation land, Means requested 
the aid of persons in the audience to "get it on” as they had 
in Wounded Knee, Means drew a big response when he made 
the standard joke about George Washington not being the 
Father of his country* . Means condemned the schools run 
by the White man as being nothing more than the brain» 
washing of Indian children* He threatened that unless 
there is progress in meeting the AIM demands by the Government, 
1976 will be "a very unhappy birthday for the UOS.”

Also speaking at the rally was 
for Means and Banks at their trial in S Paul,

b6
b7C

Minnesota, for numerous charges arriving out of the occupation 
of Wounded Knee, South Dakota in 1973, I Iclaimed that
the defendants could not be convicted if the ‘’people” 
worked to free them, | Istated that the courts were
one tool in the struggle against the system, I I
noted that the people assembled at the rally would make the 
revolution which was certain to come, long before 1976, 

]further stated that people might have to die in the 
streets to win rhe revolution, I denounced what .he
described as the ruling class of capitalist imperialists and 
politicians, who he alleged were in their employ. He stated 
that the country had been built by the sweat of the people and 
that the people would take back what they had built when the 
revolution was won.



^CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FFO.1:
FBI AUTOiLATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE
CATE 01-27-2020 BY: b6

b7C

1

To: Director; FBI '

i
FroYni^kegal Attache, Ottawa

Date:

(Bufile :

Attention

3/21/74

176-2403'

70-23

b6
b7C

Title

DEM S _ JAMES BANKS^

00: Minneapolis

Character

EM - AIM
Reference

Los Angeles aittel and LHM 
12/19/73

Enclosed are the following communications received from the

Original and two copies of :u)
X ,>b7D

m\
Remarks:

iriED BY: 5
REASON

A

y

Dissemination — para 4
I ..— J May be made as received
----- I May be made as indicated by stamp on enclosur 
I 1 May not be made without further clearance with

UI

NOT RECORDED
APR 4 1974 • b7D

Following offices would be interested in receiving copies of enclosures: oc
Minneapolis

Status with this office:
Crwtr ~ _KjY o.rv Ry c 
EL_2]''Finding

/ enclosure”

/3 / Bureau
- M:

JEB:cae 
(3)

57APR 101974

Pc not write In space below

■C?!

Enco3)
-6431)
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NR012 MP PLAIN

P80IPM NITEL JUNE 10, 1974 AGL

TO DIR^TOR, FBI 157-29309

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 157-84 6 IP CP)

DENNIS JAMe/IaNKS; EM - AIM

Assoc. Dir. —— 
Dep.-A.D.-Adn^^- 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv..---

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.------------
Comp. Syst .-----  
Ext. Affairs — 
Files & Com. —
Gen. Inv.____;, 
Ident. —■ —rjX

Laboratory
/Plan. & Eval — 

Spec. Inv. —— 
Training-------

Legal Conn.------- 
Telephone Km. _ 
Director Se<fy —

b6
b7C

£
ON JUNE 10, 1974, DENNIS JAMES BANKS HAS BEEN REPORTED TO HAVE

MADE A PUBLIC STATEMENT RESIGNING HIS POSITION AS THE NATIONAL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WHILE IN 

ATTENDANCE AT THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT NATIONAL CONVENTION AT

THE STANDING ROCK';SIOUX RESERVATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA

END.
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5010-10*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

: Director, FBI (Bufile 157-29309 DATE; 4/18/74

APOLIS < 157-846 )

SUBJECT; 1^ BAEKS

Reference: Kirmp^nnl i h rpnnrt X ■ ■ k SA dated
Recommend: QJ Inclusion in ADEX (summary attached}* 

I I Removal from ADEX (summary attached)* 
PC] Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 

* Abstract required.
Name

Also known as: Sex
O Male
QJ Female

Race
□ White □ Black

| | Other

Citizenship

□ U. S. □ Alien ----------------------------------------------------------
Specify Country□ Supplemental page attached.

Date of Birth 
(Month, day, year)

Place of Birth Employment

Occupation: ':ational Executive Director

Firm & Address: -------------------------------------------------------- ■
American Indian Movement

Residence Address

2616 Harriet Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Type of Activity (Check principal activity only)
1 1 (BEX) Black Extremist
□ (CMC) Communist (pro-Chinese) □ ,FRN* ' Specify Count,.y

r~1 (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet) | | (PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist
1—1 (GMT) Communist (Trotskyist) |—| (REV) Revolutionary 1 1 (MSG) Miscellaneous

1 1 Tab Special Interest
1 1 Espionage
1 I Foreign Government Employee
1 1 U. S. Government Employee

1 1 Remove Special Interest Tabbing

| | Place in Unavailable Section
1 I Missing
OOutof Count™ ^y, )'/ .r /'j
I | Imprisoned ....

| | Remove from Unavailable Sectio&JOT RSCORfSSS**

Key Facility Data (if applicable) 0 1974
Geographical Reference Number__ \__________________________________ Responsible Agency------ —

2)~ Bureau (Enos.
1 - Minneapolis 
BCS/mis 
(3)



STATES DEPARTMENT OF <
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File Na. 157„846

SUBJECT: DEEKIS JAMES BAMKS

CHARACTER: EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAS’ IKDIAE MOVEMEET

REFERENCE: Minneapolis memorandum, dated December 26, 19/3.

Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified):

Residence: 260.6 Harriet Avenue South
Minneapo1is, Minncsota

Employment:rational Executive Director 
American Indian Movement 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency .
agency.



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL________

F B I

Date: 6/12/74

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL_______
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMESuANKS
EM - AIM

Re Minneapolis nitel to the Bureau, 6/10/74,

b6
b7C

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of LHM 
dated and captioned as above. Two copies of FD 376 are 
stapled to two of the enclosed LHMs for dissemination 
to U.S. Secret Service, Washington, D.C. LHM with FD 376 
is, being submitted to U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

$ - Bureau (Eacs. RM) 
2 - Minneapolis (RM)
EC/mis 
(4) Agency: Secret Service^ 

Dept. -
AAG Criminal Div.

V14 JUN 15 I974

Attn:

How forwarded
Date___4
By

ISS
GCS (Lit. Unit) b6

b7C

Sent M Per
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Minneapo1i s, Minnesota

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir:

June 12, 1974
In Reply, Please Refer ta 
File No.

RE: DENNIS JAMES BA!T<S
EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN
MOVEMENT___________ ______

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

!• f I Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. Ix~| Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4- fxl Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5- □ Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. I I Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. fxl Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S-

Photograph jx~| has been furnished I ] enclosed j 1 is not available.

Very truly yours,

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1)
U-S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)

Enclosure(s) (J)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No,

^ITED STATES DEPARTMENT

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

June 12, 1974

DENNIS JAMES BANTS

On June 11, 1974, Special A^ent I _______
advised that the June 10, 1974, edition of the "Aberdeen 
American News”, a newspaper of general circulation in 
the Aberdeen area, had an article by Phyllis Mensing 
of Associated Press, This article stated the following 
information:

Dennis Banks would tell the Indian representatives 
at the International Treaty Conference, June 10, 1974, that 
he will soon resign as the Executive Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM).

Banks would tell them of his plans to quit as an 
AIM official in order to hove time to work on experimental 
projects for the organization. He said one of his goals 
is to XTOrk with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe in Montana on 
developing management of natural resources. He said he 
would like to see a working tribal coalition come out of 
the convention to work for the enforcement of Indian, 
treaties. The following quotation was made in the 
newspaper by Dennis Banks: ”1 would like to see AIM focus 
on lobbying activities and taking the Government to court 
over the treaty issue rather than confrontation,”

j. jl *A*o ‘A* .V

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the PBI. It is the property of the EBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Special Agent [advised that a local
radio station KOLYJreported on June 10, 1974, 
that Dennis Banks had resigned his- position as Executive 
Director of AIM.

b6
b7C

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2*



. FEDERAL^BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

MINNEAPOLIS
TITLE OF CASE

DENNIS JAMES^BANKS

REFERENCE f

MINNEAPOLIS 6/14/74 3/11 - 6/13/74

Rr Minneapolis report of SA 
4/18/74

Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, dated 6/12/74.

■administrative

dated

-P-

CASE HAS BEEN:ACQUIT
TALS

PENDING OVER ONE VE. 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS

(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM

khb6Ktl b7C
CHARACTER OF CASE

s 3 JUL 4 J 1974

b6 
b7C

Two copies of an FD-376 are attached to two copies of 
this report. One copy of Minneapolis report is being furnished 
to Denver for information in view of its interest in American 
Indian Movement (AIM) activities

□ HONE
CON VI C.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED
FUG. FIN FS SAVINGS RECOVERIES

A fT I / 1

IN CH ARGE DO HOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

q;b6
tb7C

COPIES MADE: if

Bureau (157-29309) (RM)
1 - U.S. Secret Service, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)
1 - Denver (RM) ■: .4‘
2 - Minneapolis (157-846)^ '£

Dissemination Record of Attached Reportf
Ascncy

Request Reed.

Date Fwd.

How ? wd.

-A- 
COVEH PAGE

Notations



MP (157-846)

Information pertaining to assassination and 
elimination of police officers mentioned in this report 
have been previously disseminated to the appropriate agencies

against him.
has been advised of the threats made

-B-

COVER PAGE



MP (157-846)

4

Source

MP T-l is

MP T-2 is

MP T-3 is

MP T-4 is

MP T-5

MP T-6

MP T-7 IS

Location

157-846-483 b7D

157-846-504, 507

157-846-504

157-846-519, 527, 534

See Non-Symbol Source Page 

See Non-Symbol Source Page 

157-846-502

-C-

COVER PAGE



' FD-30& (Rev. 5-16-73) *

1- ® Subject’s name is included in the ADEX.
2. | | The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. | ] Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. jx] A suitable photograph jxl is I I is not available.

Date photograph was taken 3-973.
5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are

6. 1 | This report is classified because 
(state reason)

7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) .-------------- - -----------------------------------------------
Stl Subject was not [xl interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason)

of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation.

8. I I This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9. fxl This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 
within the criteria because (state reason)

BANKS is the past National Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a 
member of the AIM Central Committee.

10- (xj Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division:
QE Submitted----- 5/3-5/73--------------- Placed {xl Yes | j No

(date)

H- [x] Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index.

12. [x] Subject designated and/or included in:
□ Key Activist Program j j Arab Terrorist Photograph Album
[x] Key Extremist Program gj Extremist Photograph Album

I I Weatherman Photograph Album 
—------------------------------------------------------ -

CQVER PAGE



MP (157-846)

NON-SYMBOL SOURCE PAGE

___________ MP T-5 is
,______ ______ | who received tne intormation rrom an 

Indian acquaintance and requested that he be protected; 
157-846-512.

b6 । 
b7C
b7D

MP T-6 is
request)

-E*-

COVER PAGE



FD-SU^Rev. 3-3.59)

uJL states department of ^tice

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy toi 1 - u.s. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM)

Report of; | |

Dote; June 14, 1974

Field Office File #; 157“846

Title; DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Office: Minneapolis, b6
Minnesota b71

Bureau Fite #: 157—29309 ) /

Character (KEY EXTREMIST)
EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS is the recently resigned National 
Executive Director of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
and is presently a member of the AIM Central Committee. 
BANKS* address is set forth as 553 Aurora Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Financial matters and extremist 
activities set forth. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

DETAILS:

Sources whose identities 
are concealed herein have 
furnished reliable infor
mation in the past, except 
where otherwise noted.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; Stand its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-8 40



MP (157-846)

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was 
founded in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated to 
improving conditions for the American Indian. 
AIM led and participated in confrontations with 
local authorities in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and 
the Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota. AIM 
led the takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, in February-May, 1973.

-2-



MP (157-846)

On February 27, 1973, members of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) with non-Indian supporters, 
seized hostages and by force of arms, occupied 
the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts 
of the town were burned and ransacked, six members 
of AIM were wounded, two fatally, two Federal 
officers were wounded, one permanently paralyzed, 
in several exchanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, 
the occupation ended by the surrender of the 
remaining occupants. More than 200 arrests were 
made in connection with the occupation.

MP T-3, on April 24, 1974, furnished essentially 
the same information as MP T-2.

-3-



MP (157-846)

On May 1, 1974, MP T-5 advised that information had 
come to him that approximately 200 Indians were given a free 
chicken dinner at AIM Headquarters in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
during the evening of April 30, 1974. DENNIS BANKS, AIM 
Official, was there requesting the group go to Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, to protest the State trials of the Custer 
defendants being held there and also told the gathering he had 
bail bond money, which statement the source felt was an 
indication that if people went there and were arrested, BANKS 
had money for their bail.

On May 2. 1974. MP T-4 advised that

MP T-4 advised that DENNIS BANKS, during the recent 
confrontations in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, advised AIM will 
call for the burial of Indian bones presently on display in 
the various State universities in South Dakota; and if their 
demands are not met, they are considering digging up graves of 
white people and displaying those bones in a like manner as the 
Indian bones are being displayed. This is being considered 
because to BANKS, to display Indian bones is very demeaning to 
the American Indian. At this same meeting, AIM leadership stated 
they should begin scalping people the next time an Indian is 
killed in any confrontation with any white man, especially law 
enforcement.

MP T-4, on May 2. 1974. advised that

b7D

b7D

-4-



MP (157-846)

b7D

The following article appeared in the May 3, 1974, 
morning edition of the "Minneapolis Tribune,” a paper published 
daily in Minneapolis, Minnesota, of general circulation, 
captioned, "4 lawyers ’evicted* in S.D. after AIM threat.”

"Four state prosecutors were evicted from the Holiday 
Inn Motel in downtown Sioux Falls Thursday after the motel 
manager said he was threatened by members of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM).

"THOMAS BIERMEIER said he evicted the four assistant 
attorneys general after they refused to move out of the motel.

"The series of events that led to the eviction began 
Wednesday, when AIM supporters said they saw someone holding a 
camera and perhaps a rifle out of a motel window that overlooks 
AIM headquarters across the street.

-5-



MP (157-846)

‘'BANKS told BIEBMEIER that if any shots are fired 
from the hotel, ’the hotel is going to go.’ BANKS repeated 
the threat at a rally Wednesday night,”

The June 7, 1974, weekly edition of "The Militant" 
stated the following:

"About 175 persons picketed the Federal Building 
in St. Paul, May 24. Demonstrators chanted, ’Custer, Wounded 
Knee, Drop the charges now!1"

"’We must continue the fight,’ BANKS told the 
picketers, ’whether through the courtroom, mass demonstrations, 
or through actions like Wounded Knee.’"

"The Militant" is the weekly newspaper of the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP).

The SWP, headquartered in New York City, is a 
revolutionary, Trotskyist-communist organization 
which has as its purpose the overthrow of the U. S. 
Government, the institution of a dictatorship of 
the working class and the eventual achievement of 
a communist society. SWP was founded in the U. S, 
in 1938 as the American section of the worldwide 
Trotskyist revolutionary organization named the 
Fourth International (FI), which is headquartered 
in Europe. In 1940, SWP withdrew its formal 
affiliation with the FI to escape application 
of the Voorhis Act, which regulates certain types 
of organizations subject to foreign control. From 
1940 to the present time, however, SWP has continued 
a close association with the FI and participates 
and votes as a "sympathizing group" in FI meetings.

While the SWP does not openly advocate the use 
of violence at the present time to overthrow the 
U. S, Government, the SWP believes that eventual 
violent revolution in the U. S. is inevitable, 
SWP seeks to precipitate revolution when conditions 
are ripe and to direct and seize control of the 
revolution when it occurs.



MP (157-846)

Importantly, the FI at its World Congress in 
Europe in 1974 took a position favoring the current 
use of guerrilla warfare and armed struggle to 
achieve revolution in South America and elsewhere 
if local conditions indicate that such violence 
would enhance revolution. A majority of the SWP 
delegation to the FI opposed the current use of 
violence only on the ground that it is premature 
whereas a minority of the SWP delegation favored 
the FI endorsement of violence.

The June 10, 1974, edition of the "Aberdeen American 
News," a newspaper of general circulation in the Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, area had an article by PHYLLIS MENSING of 
Associated Press. This article states in part as follows:

DENNIS BANKS would tell the Indian representatives
at the International Treaty Conference, June 10, 1974, that 
he will soon resign as the Executive Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM).

BANKS would tell them of his plans to quit as an
AIM official in order to have time to work on experimental 
projects for the organization. He said one of his goals is 
to work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe in Montana on 
developing management of natural resources. He said he 
would like to see a working tribal coalition come out of 
the convention to work for the enforcement of Indian 
treaties. The following quotation was made in the newspaper 
by DENNIS BANKS: "I would like to see AIM focus on lobbying 
activities and taking the Government to court over the treaty 
issue rather than confrontation."

On June 10, 1974, radio station KOLY covering
Mobridge, South Dakota, area reported that DENNIS BANKS 
had resigned his position as Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement.

On June 13, 1974, MP T-6 advised that BANKS is

MP T-6 further advised that

*•7 w



MP (157-846)

MP T-6 also advised that due to BANKS’ nomadic 
character, 553 Aurora Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, is 
considered by BANKS as a current residence.

MP T-7 advised January 28, 1974, that DENNIS BANKS 
is a member of the American Indian Movement Central 
Committee, a decision making body. No information has 
been received which would indicate BANKS has vacated 
this position.

-8*-
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NR004 AQ PLAIN

4:51PM NITEL 08/19/75 JLM

RAPID CITY (70-10239)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (89-3229)

hs-h’. 3 tit.
Dcp.-4.D.-ArIiB.
Dt.pA.D.-Inv.„

MINNEAPOLIS (70-10239)

Gon. HF 
Idcnt. '_______ ’b6

’ ’»— < b7C

Ext.

In^-' 
Inf. li 
IjiV* .t 
Plan. 
Sn

■iU>ry ...
& Eval.

Eun.

FROM ALBUQUERQUE (89-105) (P)

RESMURS

DENNIS BANKS b6
b7C

RE ALBUQUERQUE TELCALL TO RAPID CITY, AUGUST 19, 1975

FORMER ADVISED AUGUST 19, 1975

HAS NOT BEEN SEEN AT SHIPROCK, NEU MEXICO, SI NCE JULY 25, 1975, AT

HIS RESIDENCE OR AT HIS PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT. FORMER SOURCE STATED

RAS HAD VERY CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH DENNIS BANKS AND OTHER

AIM LEADERS AND BELIEVES MAY HAVE LEFT AREA TO CONTACT BANKS OR

OTHER LEADERS, EXACT LOCATION IS UNKNOWN IS TRAVELING

IN PERSONAL VEHICLE, 1975 DARK GOLD CHEVROLET PICKUP, BEARING NEW

MEXICO LICENSE NUMBER UNKNOWN

FOR BACKGROUND IWF0RMAT10f{ HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN

b6
b7C

b7C

DEMONSTRATIONS AT FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO, DURING SUMMER 1974?

ALSO
i AUG 1975

DURING "TAKEOVER OF FAIRCHILD J^ANT,

SHIPROCK, NEW MEXICO, FEBRUARY 24, 1975, TO MARCH 3, 1975";

ALSO ATTENDED NATIONAL AIM CONVENTION, FARMINGTON, NEW MEXlCOy^

i© aUG 26 1975



PAGE TWO (AQ 89-105)

JUNE, 1975. b6 | 
b7C

ON NATIONAL LEVEL FOR AIM.

IS DESCRIBED AS b6
b7C

END. .

LER FB'IHQ-/

PLS HOLD

XXKOX
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UNITED STATES t'ERNMENT

Memorandum
Director, FBI (Bufile 157-29309) )

sac, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
(KEY EXTREMIST) EM - AIM______  

Reference: MP report pf SA
Recommend: j | Inclusion in ADEX (summary attached)* 

| | Removal from ADEX (summary attached)* 
DTI Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 

* Abstract required.
Vame

wn as:

Sunolementai page attached.

Date of Birth
(Month, day, year)

Place of Birth

Residence Address

553 Aurora Avenue
—Sj|. Paul, Mi-nnpsni-^

Type of Activity (Check principal activity only) 
1 i (BEX) Black Extremist
I I (CMC) Communist (pro-Chinese) 
r~l (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet) 
! i (CMT) Communist (Trotskyist)

□ Tab Special Interest
£3 Espionage
j j Foreign Government Employee
I | U. S. Government Employee • 

r~| Rpshev^ASpecial Interest Tabbing

Key'Facility Data (if applicable)

Geographical Reference Number

DATE:

Cards UTD 
Cards Sent OQ

dated 6/14/74

Sex ■
1 i Male
1 | Female

Race
□ White O Black

□ Other

Citizenship

□ U. S. □ Alien -____________________________________
Specify Country

Employment

Occupation: Member of AIM Central______
_________ Committee.____________________
Firm & Address
St. Paul

American Indian Movement, 
, Minnesota

I 1 (FRN) Foreign Affiliation-
Specify Country

I l(PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist
|—| (REV) Revo)vo^Rjpnaryy

a in Una^ilable SecEibn/'

I 1 (MSC) Miscellaneous

1 1 Missing
I I Out of Country 
| j Imprisoned

NOT RHCORDED^ 
:is JUN 271974 ?

j | Remove from Unavailable Section

2“Bureau (Enc.
1 -Miimeapo 1 i s 
EC:kh 
(3)

1)4 JUL 3 1074■

Responsible Agency



June 14, 1974

i This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
I is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency .
\ agency.

TCE

tn Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 157-846

SUBJECT:

UNI

CHARACTER:

REFERENCE:

STATES DEPARTMENT OF J

RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Minneapolis, Minnesota

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

(KEY EXTREMIST)
EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Minneapolis memorandum dated June 12, 1974

Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change. 
only specified):

Res ide nee:

Employment:

553 Aurora Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota

Member of AIM Central Committee 
American Indian Movement 
St. Paul, Minnesota

Hip Tpr 
cotton



OPTIONAL FORM NO* 10

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

MAY IMS EO1T1OM
GSA FFMR (*1 CFR) 101-11,4

UNITED STATES ERNMENT

date: 8/22/74

FROM (ACTING 'SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EM - AIM
00: Minneapolis
Bufile ^57-2358^-
Minneapolis file 157-846

> WO file 157-6209
x Oklahoma City file 157-1555

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS
EM - AIM
00: Minneapolis
Bufile 157-28313
Minneapolis file 157-1460
WFO file 157-5799
Oklahoma City file 157-1587

i

Isj

Re WFO airtel to Bureau, 7/25/74. 
——*

________________L referred to in referenced-
IMA .Tribe),

ana ttiK
Jhas been the subject of a| 
furnished Bureau re his actlVi

On _12/20/73^| |w'
reliable information •*■***’hg-”®ast. ar’ 
Oklahoma, is composed of f/

t-n Hp o.oordinated. One facu

/ ^Bureau 
^S-Minneapoli s 

3-WEQ;
(1-

nilerr
'j r ■

7“Oklahoma uicy
<0 S- <

(3-157-1555 BW5)
12-157-1587 MEANSl

-

(if
(i- 

BM/sal

J iW Bay US. Savir-



Best Copy Available

si

A

3'

OC 157-1555

. b6
4 b7C

is 
who is

Olr1 ahnmn Ct Wr ft loo cHnw

___ „ . I reportedly
traveled to South-Dakota, 2/9/73, at time of the seige of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, but reportedly returned to their 
home within a few davs. At that time they resided in a rural 
area near I I but in approximately 1/74 they
moved to |_______________________________________________

of
The Bureau has been furnished LHMs reporting resulfco 

_____ _____________ and interview of | ~ 
Ils the owner and operator of a private business.

*b6
' b7C 
b7E

telephone number"! I This business is also referred
to as | land is a business which basic^lAv is
an employment contractor business to supply terapor ary' he
when needed. This business has also been described as ; ’ \ ,
employment agency for Indians. No information has bdbn ‘ ; 
received to indicate this business is an AIM front or ./ 
AIM related in any manner. As has been previously rep ' /

I is a friend and associate of both DENNI' 
and RUSSELL MEANS.

During a search of the Catholic Church, Wov 
S.D., on 5/8/73, SA I [located a typ^wr'
containing various personal papers of ME^*>» 
case were over 600 cards. One of these.car^s co: 
and address of I | From
the National Congress of American Indiaz^^V^ / 
convention at Gamelot Inn, Tulsa, " /
occurred a non-violent di^^^-" ; ' . / '/

MM took "

b6
b7C



OG 157-1555

12/7/73 furnished the contents of an address and tel ephone 
bonk of BANKS.__ T-nnludod in this book was chta I___

In view of above, it appears AIM leaders BANKS and 
MEANS have a friendly relationship withl I hovevor
it is not considered likely either or both BANKS and MEANS 
are frequent visitors of I ~| BANKS and MEANS are both 
known in the Tulsa area; therefore, it is considered any 
circumstance of frequent visits would become known to Sources 
and/or the news media.

' *"
For the information of WO. I I when / '

interviewed by SAl _________ Ion 8/27/73, advise,
she is a member of AIM, associated with the Tulsa Chapfcp^ 
and extremely busy operating her business; therefore/ 
does not have time to participate in AIM activities"// ? 
claimed she is opposed to any type of militant otj w 
activities and would not condone such actions* Si? 
she believes the way to handle AIM problems 
with WhiteHouse officials.

LEADS

OKLAHOMA CITY

is thy

■ ‘ /

AT TULSA, OKLAHOMA - Will thr K ■ 
and/or neighborhood contacts^determinev" 
are frequent guest of the| | • -y

, AT PAWHUSKA, OKLADMA - WiW 
- -x^bborhon* " ■ "

'u ’*



jCECLASSiriCATIOH AUTHORITY DERIVEE FROM: 
FBI AUTOtLATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE
EATE 01-27-2020 Assow,' Dili j___  

j Dep.'A.D.-Adm.— 
I Dep.-A.D.-In’f;__=—

Asst. Dir.;
i Admin.--------------

F B I

Date:

Comp. Sy st.____
Ext. Affairs ----  
Fiks ci Com.----

7/25/74
^Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
AIRTEL

(Priority)

| ; Ge:i. Civ. .--------
I j —
I Inspoeti^^-

I
fntelL .
Laboratory"
Plan. & Eval. _
Spec. Inv.__ ____

Training_______

fcsTaP Snnm- pjm.. 
Telephone Rn 1. _ 
Director See’j__

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, WO
C)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EM-AIM
(00:MP) / A 9/^ 7
(Bufile 157-2358^)
(MPfile 157-846)
(WOfile (157-6209)

RUSSEL CHARLES MEANS 
EM-AIM
(00:MP)
(Bufile 157-28313)
(MPfile 157-1460)
(WOfile 157-5799)

On 7/18/74,

(2- Bureau
2- Minneapolis
2- Oklahoma City

WOat
EX-111

RSB:cat 
(9)

Approved:
Spec:

Sent
in Charge * U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1659 O - 3<5-0S0 <11)



UFO 157-6209 c^sseeKEjAL

 [ Source was unable to ascertain what 
the| is> its location, or| I affiliation with it. How
ever. ne did learn the leaders can be reached at teiphone 
number |when they are there. .

WO files reveal a| ] from Tulsa was part of
the Trail of Broken Treaties Caravan which came to Washington, D. 
(WDC), in November, 1972, and which resulted in the takeover end 
subsequent theft and destruction at the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
WDC, after AIM leaders took over control of the Caravan. VW 
files, hovzever, contain no information as to whether I I may 
have participated in this theft and destruction. WO indices 
negative re Tulsa Labor Force.

LEADS

OKLAHOMA CITY

AT OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA. Will identify the subscribe 
to telephone number! I and target reliable sources
to attempt to verify the above information and to determine any 
relationship between] I and AIM.

MINNEAPOLIS

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. Will target reliable sources 
in attempt to verify any regular travel to Oklahoma by AIM 
leaders.

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. Will maintain contact with source 
re additional information in this matter.
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UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT

Memorandum
' DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-.846) (P)

date: 9/16/74

subject: DENNIS JAMES tjANKS 
KEY EXTREMIST.
EM - AIM

Re: Minneapolis report 
. dated 6^/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau

of SA

are 5 copies of an 
Copies of an FD-376*2/' dated and captioned as above

are attached to 2 copies of the enclosed LHM for 
dissemination to U.S. Secret Service, Washington, D.C

One copy of LHM along with one copy of an FD-376 
is being disseminated to the U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minn.

is the subject of

INFORMANTS

IDENTITY LOCATION

MP T-l is MP 157-846-606. 607:

5CT3 1974
tsi MM-01

MP T-2 on non-symbol 
source page

MP T-3 on non-symbol 
source page

MP T-4 on non-symbol 
source page

2 - Minneapol 
EC/lec 
(4)

Dept. -AS!

16 SEP 30 1974

’- Bureau (Enc. _5) (RM)
gency: Secret Service

How forwa
Date____

AAC Criminal Div. 
Attn:

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Ptgularly on ths Payroll Savings Plan



MP 157-846

NON-SYMBOL SOURCE PAGE

2r.



FD-395 (Rev. &-2&-74)

.00 Subject's name is included in the ADEX.
2. Q The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current
3. CD Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FEM 22 submitted to the Bureau.
4- IX] A suitable photograph fXlis ftis not available.

Date photograph was taken /M.973
5. Q Subject is employed in a key facility and —.. ....... ..........— ■ is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are , , ■ .............................

6. O Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis,
a. Details of Report: .... . ------ ----------- ----------- —------- ----------------- ,

b. Cover Pages: - - - . --- - ■■ ,, --............. -............ -_ —.

7. f")-Subject previously interviewed (dates) --------  . . ■ ----- ---- , — —_______—
CXjSubject was not CX interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason)
of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation.

8. (3 This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9* tX)This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall within the criteria because (state reason)

BANKS is the past National Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a 
member of the AIM Central Committee.

10. fX] Security Flash Notice (FD-1.65) to Identification Division: 
Submitted ,5/15/73 _ . Placed (X1 Yes fl No

(date)

11. rX Subject designated and/or included in:
GJ Key Activist Program fXl Extremist Photograph Album
IX) Key Extremist Program Weatherman Photograph Album
a A tab Terrorist Photograph Album; .



ED-376 (fliv. 16^73) 
owlet Ot THt DIXECTOX

ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL DUREAD OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.O. J»JSS

August 16, 1974

.Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220

tn R«pty, Please Refer to 
Ho. 157-846

RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear-Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within.the category or Categories checked.

1< Q Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.
1 .1

2- QQ Attempts or threats to jedress grievances.

3. Q Threatening or abusive'statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5' O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. £3 Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. 2Q Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to V. S.

Photograph Tyi has been furnished 1 I enclosed Q is not available.

Very truly yours,

Clarence M. Kelley . 
Director

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1)
U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minn* (RM)

Enclosure(s) (1)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

September 16, 1974

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

RESIDENCE

On July 25, 1974, MP T-l advised Dennis Jernes 
Banks has moved out of the National Office of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) at 553 Aurora, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and has rented apartment 9, Phalen Park Apartments, 1521 
Magnolia Avenue E., St. Paul, Minnesota. This apartment 
is regularly occupied by Banks.F I and be
various other AIM members. There is no telephone in this b7c
apartment and Banks does not desire to have a phone installed.

The AIM was founded in Minnesota in 1968 
dedicated to improving conditions for the 
American Indian. AIM led and participated 
in confrontations with local authorities 
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid 
City-Custer area of South Dakotas AIM led 
the takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, in February-May, 1973.

On February 27, 1973, members of AIM with 
non-Indian supporters, seized hostages and 
by force of arms, occupied the town of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts 
of the town were burned and ransacked, six 
members of AIM were wounded, two fatally, 
two Federal officers were wounded, one 
permanently paralyzed, in several exchanges

Sources whose identities 
are concealed herein have 
furnished reliable infor
mation in the past except 
where otherwise noted.

This document contains neither 
recosserdetions nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
tho ?nd is lo*-ed to your agency? 
It and its contents ar© not to ba 
distributed outside your agency



DENNIS JAMES BANKS*

of gunfire between occupants and surrounding 
Government forces. On May 8, 1973, the 
occupation ended by the surrender of the re
maining occupants. More than 200 arrests were 
made in connection with the occupation.

ACTIVITIES

domestic

On August 22, 1974, the morning edition of the 
"Minneapolis Tribune," a major daily newspaper of general 
circulation in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, carried an 
article captioned, "Surprise Witness Names Banks and Means 
to Most U.S. Charges," by Dennis Cassano. The important 
segments of the article are summarized as follows:

"A surprise prosecution witness Wednesday, the 
21st, provided the most incriminating testimony heard so 
far against Russell Means and Dennis Banks in the 7 month 
old Wounded Knee Trial, connecting one or both of them 
directly to nearly every charge filed against them. The 
witness, Louis Moves Camp, is a former member of the AIM and 
of the legal defense team and a participant in the occupation, 
who desired to testify for the Government 2 weeks ago. Moves 
Camp single handedly connected both Means and Banks directly 
to 7 of the original 10 charges filed against them."

On January 28, 1974, MP T-l advised Russell 
Means holds no national office for the AIM, 
however, he is a member of the AIM Central 
Committee in which all important decisions 
are made.

On August 27, 1974, MP T-l advised that

I Means has lost considerable support from his 
roiiowers and the traditional people because of his violent 
acts and excessive drinking.

On September 4, 1974, MP T-2 advised that on 
August 30, 1974, Dennis Banks received a ticket for a Western

2



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Airlines Flight 505 on August 30, 1974, departing 
Minneapolis at 10:00 p.m. for Los Angeles, California. 
Source further advised that Banks returned to Minneapolis 
on September 3- 1974. on Western Airlines Flights 500._____  
Source stated I___________________________ b7D

FOREIGN TRAVEL

______ On July 23.'1974. MP T-3 advised that Dennis b7D
Banks |

I IspoKe to tne warrior society
in Kenora, Ontario, Canada. Source said Banks1 speech 
was not very militant and that Banks looked rather deiected.

On July 16, 1974, MP T-4 advised that the 
Canadian "Warrior Society" is Canada’s 
equivalent of the AIM.

on
b6 
b7C 
b7D

3*
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rein ho. >0 .
, 4l» M». MO. 1,

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
■ Director. FBI (Bufile (157-29309) >

sac, MINNEAPOLIS ( 157-846

DATE: 9/16/74

> (?)

SUBJECT; DENNIS JAMEbBANKS -J
(KEY EXTREMIST); EM-AIM t K

Reference: Minneapolis, memnrandtim^dated.g/lbZ?4
end: "Q Inclusion in ADEX (summary attached)*

f~) Removal from ADEX (summary attached)* 
rX Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 

♦ Abstract required. . ,

C3i-?:j TJ7-.0
Cawh ,*>> £

Name

Also known as: Sex
Q Male
m Female

Race
Q White

o Other

' Q Black

Q Supplemental page attached.' ■

Citizenship

o a & O Alien
1 Specify Country

Date of Birth 
(Month, day, year)

Place of Birth Employment

' Occupation:

.Residence Address ' ' -v*.p. 3 ..... ..... ■

Phalen Park Apartments, Apt* 9 
1521 Magnolia Avenue E*_________
St* Paul* Minnesota

Fima & Address:

Type of Activity (Check principal activity only)
O (BEX) Black Extremist
Fl (CMC) Communist (jeo-Chinese)
rn (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet)
F*7 (CMT) Co mm wist (Trotskyist)

Q (FRN) Foreign Affiliation-

Q(PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist 
Q (REV) Revolutionary .

Q Tab Special Interest
f~l Espionage
CT Foreign Government Employee 
f~l V. S. Government Employee

’Q Bwove Special Interest Tabbing

f~1 Place in Unavailable 
r"1 Missing 
m Out of Country 
f~~) Imprisoned

xn Unavailable Section

Key Facility Dat; lie able)

Reference Number.

EC/lec 
(3)

70,051 1'974

sponsible Agency

(MSC) Miscellaneous

Specify Country

b6
b7C



FD-396 (Ry. 12-12-72)

In Reply, Pleate Refer to

157-846

UNIT' STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

August 16, 1974

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

CHARACTER: (KEY EXTREMIST)
EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

REFERENCE: Minneapolis memorandum dated June 14, 1974

Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified):

/
Residence: Phalen Park Apartments, Apt. 9

1521 Magnolia Avenue E.
St. Paul, Minnesota

Employment: Member of AIM Central Committee
American Indian Movement 
St. Paul, Minnesota

This document contain neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ft is the property of the FBI and 
is Joaned }o your agency; it and its contents are fyl^-^^is.pibuted .outs ide your agency .
agency.
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KNR006 MP CODED

6: 06R! NITEL OCTOBER 8, 1974 DCW

TO DIR

AHA

OR <15 7-29309)

OCT 0^1974

yw. bureau of ««asofnoN 
JMMUNICATI0M9 SCHON DejMA-D^-Inv—

A«t Dir.:
Admin. —
Comp. Syrt. —- 
Ext. Affairs --
Files & Com. 
Gen. .In*.
Ident .------ 
Icspecfiotf 4,

—- b6

^7C

FROM MINNEAPOLIS <157-846) <P)

Intell.
Laboratory 
Flan. A Eval _ 
Spec. In*.
Training ■>

Legal CoVrt .— 
Telephone Rm , 
Director S«‘y

ATT Nt INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
DENNIS JAMES^ANKS, EM - AIMr 00: MINNEAPOLIS

OCTOBER 4, 1974 ADVISED SUBJECT HAS BECOME WEARY OF - b7D

MOVEMENT AND DESIRES TO EVENTUALLY PHASE HIMSELF OUT WITH PLANS TO

TO INSURE. CONTINUOUS HIGH LEVEL INFORMANT COVERAGE OF AIM, 

BUREAU MAY ,BE DESIROUS OF CANVASSING FIELT^FFICES WHO HAMJLE AMERICAN 

INDIAN INFORMANTS TO DETERMINE IF A SUITABLE INDIVIDUAL IS AVAILABLE,

b7D

TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF IN NATIONAL AIM ORGANIZATION. THIS TYPE EVALU

ATION IS BEING DONE AMONG CURRENT MINNEAPOLIS SOURCES

END

DSS FBI HQ aR

50 OCT

b6
b7C

1974



Date: 10/8/74

smit the following in

AIRTEL
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority?

TO: DIRECTOR, EDI

EROM: SAC, MgILE (157-NEW) (RUC)

SUBJECT: DENNIS BANKS
. EM - AIM

j' Enclosed for fhe Bureau are five copies, and for
7 । Minneapolis and Los Angeles is one copy each, of LHM captioned

Nas above suitable for dissemination by the Bureau.

y
(§) - Bureau (Enc. 5)
T*- Los Angeles (Info) (Enc. 1)
1 - Minneapolis (88-6431)(info) (Enc. 1)
1 - Mobile 
CAR: mec 
(5)

Agency: Secret Service . O £ O 
Dept. - Mg Civil RighteJMy .

AAG Grininal Div.
Attn: ISS

Hov to 
Date 
By___

Sent M Per. , ,,f.
U.S.Gdvtrnment Printing OfflCti 1972 — 455-574



In Repfy, Pleas* Refer to 
File A'#.

UNI » STATES DEPARTMENT OF JV'ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
October 8, 1974

DENNIS BANKS

On October 4, 1974, and October 7, 1974, Bobby A. 
Davis, Mayor, Fort Deposit (Lowndes County), Alabama, advised 
that a conference commenced at 6:30 pm on October 2, 1974, 
and extended until about 7:30 pm on October 4, 1974, which 
was sponsored by the Lowndes Wood Products, a wood products 
business located in Calhoun (Lowndes County), Alabama, 
originally and possibly continuing to be funded by the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, and sponsored by the Inter
religious Foundation for Community Organizing (IFCO). The 
conference was held at the New Hope Christian Church, 
Calhoun, Alabama.

A throw-away made available by Davis revealed that 
blacks, Chicanos, Indians, Puerto Ricans, and whites from all 
across the country were meeting in Lowndes County, the heart 
of the civil rights movement, to talk about the growth of 
that struggle and the new areas such as hunger, labor unions, 
politics, community organizing, fund raising, and others. 
According to this throw-away, the purpose of the conference 
was to exchange information and skills about community 
organizing.

Dennis Banks, Director of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) at Wounded Knee, was scheduled to speak at 
9 am, October 4, 1974, concerning"Wounded Knee and its 
aftermath. . ' ■

Among the other people who were due to arrive 
at the conference were:

b6
b7C



DENNIS BANKS

International Issues

1

representing Labor Union

representing b6
b7C

Davis stated he believed Banks was in the area 
for the one day.

Davis stated there were no incidents or problems 
arising from Banks* presence in the area.

The Alabama Journal, a local afternoon newspaper, 
Montgomery, Alabama, issue of October 5, 1974, contained an 
article captioned, ”Little Change Noted In Reservation Life, 
AIM Leader Contends”. The article went on to state that 
Banks was en route from Montgomery, Alabama, to Lowndes 
County, then to Los Angeles to meet with Marlon Brando. 
The article stated that Banks was to attend the conference 
in Lowndes County where he would speak on Wounded Knee and 
its aftermath. According to the article, Banks stated, 
’’...life still goes on about the same for the Indians who 
live on the reservation at Wounded Knee. *The same Government 
is still in power. The goons and the vigilantes are still 
there. There are still murders and meetings.1’’.

According to the article, among the croups 
.represented werejfemerging Population Alternatives * a New 
Yorebased groxp*■ wsrking^againgt 1 BS^SfStTSSf'control; National 
democratic Party of Alabama; Thd-^lack^Appalachian^Commlssion; 
Puerto Rican._So.lidar.itv,.Day,Co>T^ttce'~r^ntb^h#tNatio'n^^^

?

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the EBI,' It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

2*
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NR023 WF’ CODE

10:40PM NITEL OCTOBER 18, 1974 ALM

COMMUNICATIONS WHOM

'Amo*. Dir. ———

Dep.-A_D^lBV^—
ArspDir.:
Aomin.

#Comix Synt —
Ent Affair*
Files & Com —

FROM
MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) NEW YORK

SAC, WFO (157-6209)<P)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIM, OOiMINNEAPOLIS.

Gen. lav., 
Ident 
Laepocticn 
Intel!___ :

-^6 
^b7C

Laboratory’Ll 
Flan. & Eval
Spec. Inv.
Training

Legal Coun.____ 
Telephone Rm. _
Director Safy _ 
....... ............  A

REFERENCE STOP PLACED BY WFO WITH PASSPORT OFFICE, UNITED

STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE REGARDING SUBJECT.

THE PASSPORT OFFICE ADVISED SPECIAL AGENlj

OCTOBER 18, 1974, SUBJECT HAD APPLIED AT NEW YORK CITY OCTOBER

b6
b7C

118, 1974, FOR PASSPORT ON URGENT BASIS. WFO DETERMINED

.^TELEPHONICALLY FROM NEW YORK CITY PASSPORT AGENCY THAT, ACCORDING 
^TO HIS APPLICATION, SUBJECT PLANS DEPART AT 2205 HOURS, OCTOBER 
^18, 1974, VIA SWISSAIR FOR BUSINESS TRIP FOR ONE MONTH TO

<AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND. GAVE PERMANENT RESIDENCE 
^MAGNOLIA, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, AND MAKING ADDRESS 

^UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL. REC-72
NEW YORK CITY PASSPORT AGENCY ADVISED SUBJECT

AS 1521 EAST

AS 704

PRESENTED
^-^T 221974 ( b6ETTER DATED OCTOBER 10, 1974, ADDRESSED TO BANKS FROM

FRAUD SECTION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT

580CT29WZ4

b6
b7C



^AGE TWO WFO 157-6209 ®

OF JUSTICE, STATING THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAD SUBJECT’S 

LETTER OF JULY 2, 1974, CONCERNING BUY-INDIANA CONTRACT 

ASSISTANCE AND HAD REFERRED MATTER TO BUREAU OF INDIAN 

AFFAIRS. IF LATTER AGENCY FOUND ANY VIOLATION OF FEDERAL 

CRIMINAL LAWS,, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WOULD BE NOTIFIED.

REPRESENTATIVE OF NEW YORK PASSPORT AGENCY COMMENTED THIS LETTER 

APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN PRESENTED BY SUBJECT TO ENHANCE HIS BONA 

FIDES IN SEEKING PASSPORT.

WFO DETERMINED SUBJECT NOT CURRENTLY WANTED SO NO LEGAL 

BASIS FOR PASSPORT DENIAL OR DELAY EVIDENT. LEGAL DIVISION, 

PASSPORT OFFICE AUTHORIZED NEW YORK PASSPORT AGENCY TELEPHONICALLY 

ISSUE PASSPORT IMMEDIATELY.

PASSPORT E-2210869 WAS ISSUED TO SUBJECT AT NEW YORK CITY 

OCTOBER 18, 1974, VALID FOR FIVE YEARS FOR ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT 

CUBA, NORTH KOREA, AND NORTH VIETNAM.

IF ANY OF FOREGOING INFORMATION IS DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE 

BUREAU, SOURCE MUST BE CHANGED TO "UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT" 

RECORDS. ACTUAL SOURCE MUST THEN BE SHOWN ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE

PAGE AS PASSPORT OFFICE, DEPARTMENT OF STATE.



PAGE THREE WFO .157-6209

NOTED UNDER PASSPORT REGULATIONS SUBJECT MAY USE PASSPORT 

FOR LAWFUL TRAVEL WITHIN ITS VALIDITY WHENEVER AND AS OFTEN AS 

DESIRED WITHOUT FURTHER NOTIFICATION TO STATE DEPARTMENT OR 

OTHER AGENCY. PASSPORT OFFICE DOES NOT RECEIVE INFORMATION 

AS TO WHETHER OR WHEN PASSPORT USED FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL.

NEW YORK PASSPORT AGENCY FORWARDING APPLICATION TO 
WASHINGTON," WHER& SAME WILL BE CHECKED FOR ANY ADDITIONAL 

PERTINENT INFORMATION BY WFO. 

END. .J 1 »? < , *
HOLD P
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b6
L b7C

COUE TELETYPE
1

S I TEL

TO
T

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (157-29309)

UNCLASSIFIED

OCTOBER 22, -1974 b3
b7E

b6
b7C

b3
b7E

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; RICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

ON OCTOBER 18, 1974, A SOURCE OF THIS BUREAU, WHO HAS

FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE FAST, ADVISED THAT SUB

JECT, A NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) LEADER, 

DEPARTED ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, BY AIR OCTOBER 17, 1974, EM 

ROUTE VIENNA, AUSTRIA, WERE HE MILL REPORTEDLY ATTEND A WORLD 

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES FETING SEEKING FUNDS. BANKS IS REPORTEDLY

TRAVELING ALONE AND EXPECTS TO RETURN TO ST. PAUL OCTOBER 30, 

1974.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RECORDS INDICATE SUBJECT ISSUED

PASSPORT 3E-2210869 OCTOBER 13, 1974, IN CONNECTION WITH

PROPOSED TRAVEL TO AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND. .PASSPORT IS VALID

FOR FIVE-YEAR PERIOD FOR VISITING ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT CUBA,

*•*«. D>r,
D.,. AD A,i*> , 

AD Mv.
A.tt. D^»t

NORTH KOREA AMD NORTH VIE

PEN: eKS/j> j a —-
(5) V

me$yKAT!C?4
SECTION

REC.72

1 OUT 
SEE MOTE PAGE 2 _ , j

Inv, r _

W.fL

007 2 2197^ ;

teletype lmt



TELETYPE TO|
UNCLASSIFIED 

lUn DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
157-29309 I

b3
b7E

ABOVE IS BEING FURNISHED YOUR AGENCY FOR INFORMATION

PURPOSES. THIS BUREAU'S REPRESENTATIVE, BERN, SWITZERLAND, IS

HANDLING.

END. ,

■' NOTE: >

______ Teletype notification being made to| I t3
| | b7E
I | being advised tor
information purposes only. Legat, Bern, instructed to provide 
coverage through official sources by separate communication.

- 2 -
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CODS CABLEGRAM
(Attn:

URGENT

V/

b6
b7C

TO .LEGAT BERN
1 "I --------- 1

OCTOBER 22, 1974

FROM DIRECTOR FBI
DENNIS JAME^JANKS; EM - AIMRICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT.

ON OCTOBER 18, 1974, A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 

INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT SUBJECT, A NATIONAL 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) LEADER, DEPARTED ST. PAUL, 

MINNESOTA, BY AIR OCTOBER 17, 1974, 131 ROUTE VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 

WHERE HE WILL REPORTEDLY ATTEND A WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

MEETING SEEKING FUNDS. -BANKS IS REPORTEDLY TRAVELING ALONE 

AND LKPECTS TO RETURN TO ST. PAUL OCTOBER 30, 1974.

RECORDS OF PASSPORT OFFICE, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

STATE, REVIEWED OCTOBER 18, 1974, INDICATE SUBJECT ISSUED 

PASSPORT JE-221O869 THAT DATE IN CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED 

TRAVEL TO AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND. PASSPORT IS VALID FOR FIVE- 

YEAR PERIOD FOR VISITING ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT CUBA, NORTH KOREA 

AND NORTH VIETNAM.

LEGAT, BERM .ALERT OFFICIAL SOURCES IN AITE’IPT TO VERIFY 

SUBJECT’S PRESENCE AND PURPOSE IN CONNECTION WITH VISIT TO 

VIENNA. ATTEMPT SHOULD ALSO BE MADE TO DETERMINE SUBJECT'S

A»», ©If,
S.,. AP A4m, 
P.,. AD I..!

A. »l, Bi».i

Minneapolis (By Hail)
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route thro

FiU« 4 Com.

PEN:pja
(6) HCk5M WWW

SEE NOTE PAGE 60MMUf(ICATI0HS '
j-iu _ i. „r

r/r-

t1
b6
b7C

tELETTPE UNIT



CABLEGRAM TO BERN 
RE: BENNIS JAMBS BANKS

ACTIVITIES IN SWITZERLAND AS WELL AS POSSIBLE CHANGE IN PLANS

WITH RESPECT TO .RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES. SUCAB PERTINENT.

INFORMATION IN FORM SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION b3
b7E

, BEING ADVISED OF

ABOVE FOR INFORMATION

COPT FURNISHED MINNEAPOLIS BY MAIL

END

NOTE:

Cablegram being utilized to advise begat, Bern of travel 
by subject, national AIM leader, and in an attempt to 
determine pertinent information concerning same.

being advised by separate teletype b3
b7E

- 2 -



006 HP CODED
5:38

TO

PM NITEL OCTOBER 24, 1974 DSC

D4p^A-D*A<ta—- 
pcp^Pj-Inv-----

A*at Dir-:
Attain. •———
Comp. Syst-----  
Ext Attain — 
Fjl»i & Com- 
Gw. Irv-

FROM

DIRECTOR
WFO (157-6209)^

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)
DENNIS JAMES^NKS, EM - AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS 

RE WFO NITEL TO BUREAU, OCTOBER 18*^1974*

Inspection 
IntdL . 
Laboratory —— 
Plan. & EviL — 
Sp«- lav. - 
'Training . ■. ■ -

Legal Coua -------  
'Telephone taa. — 
Director —

b6
b7C

ON OCTOBER 23, 1974* SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMATION

f Ka IN THE PAST* ADVISED b7D

SOURCE

7^ ADVISED SUBJECTS RESIDENCE ADDRESS* 1521 EAST MAGNOLIA* ST* PAUL,

q MINNESOTA* AS SET FORTH IN RE NITEL, IS CORRECT* SOURCE ADVISED

END

MOVEMENT (AIM)

SOURCE ADVISED WHILE BANKS IS IN EUROPE* AMERICAN INDIAN

PRESIDE OVER AIM NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS* ST* PAUL* MINNESOTA

ADMINISTRATIVE

SOURCE IS

WILL

152 OCT 291974 ,

Agency: Secret Service

IaG (Mininal Div. 
Attn: ISS

GOSKLit. Unit)
How forwarded., 45
Pato^M/j/

b6
b7C

b3 
b6 
b7C

HOLD

041974



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
CATE 01-28-2020 BY J ____  |

t bureau d? fsssnssncfl 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

UCi 2^974

TELSWlS

Amoc Dir. ¥

010 MP CODED

11:53 PM MITEL OCTOBER 25,1974 MRH

TO DIRECTOR
/ ■* /

/ FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) CP)

Dep.-A.D^L#v„b7 c 
Ant Kra ji 1
Admin, -V—.' 
Comp. SytL _ . , 
Ext Affairs---- = 
FBe» A Com. __ 
Gem Inv.____  
Ideot —___ .

Laboratory------  
Flan. £ Eval 
Spec. inv. „„ 
Training------ -

Legal Court 
Telephone Reb. „ 
Director Sec’y

ATTENTION: INTp

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM AIM.

INSTANT DATE, MP T-l, SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE

b6
b7C

INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED IS AH) LEARNED AMERICAN IM)IAN 
MOVEMENT CAIM)I b6 

cb7C 
:fb7D

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN MI^NEg©?^ 

IN 1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING COMHTIONS FOR THE AMERIC^i^. 

^NPIAN: AIM LED AND PARTIC/WED ^^JJ^AL
’■-4 1 D6pt. - AAG CtvilRights DivT^

,r ■ MGCrlninsXOiv.
*... ' Attn: XG3

. GCSJ^it.Unlt)]

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E



PAGEG TWO MP 157-S46

AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY- CUSTER 

AREAS OF SQUTH DAKOTA. AIM LED THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF 

WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY - MAY , 1973.

"‘i ADMINISTRATIVE ’J- 
IDENTITY dkiMP T-l IS

■T ' \
5 LW TO* FOLLOW. 

CTASSIFIED DY IMJEHNhT.

END

HOLD



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
CATE 01-28-2020 

f 
/

/nr012 VF CODED

83 6 FM NITEL OCTOBER 2 9, 19 7 4 
K.TO: ^DIRECTOR, FBI AN)

Y/ BALTIMORE,

y MINNEAPOLIS

FROM: SAC, VFO <157-6209)

ATTENTION: INTO.
TENNIS JAME^ANKS, EM - AIM

fCOERU RJRIAU OF INV£$TICAW< 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

0CL29 1974
TEfE^PE ww

D,p,-AJvAdra„b6 
D^j-AJX-Idt—.b?c

A»»t Dir-:
Admin. :
Ccrip. Sy»t 
Ext Affairs ---- ,
File* & Oxa- — ; 
Gen. lav. —. . A 
Went
InspectioniLVj. - i' 
inteu.
Labwrstop^i— 
Flan. A Er*L — 
Spec- lav- —— 
Training b6

LcesI Conn. __b7c 
Telephone Km. — 
Director See'y J_ T

ON OCTOBER 29, 1974, A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED BANKS

WAS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE

PARK, MARYLAND^ THAT DAY AT 12 NOON AND AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, 

WASHINGTON, D. C., AT 8 P. M,, THAT EVENING. BANKS* APPEAR- 

ANCES ARE BEING SPONSORED BY THE HOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE COMMITT

IN THE WDC AREA. SOURCE VAS UNABLE TO ADVISE WHAT 
: $■

OF BANKS’ SPEECH WOULD BE, BUT SPECULATED IT WOULD

STANDARD AIM RHETORIC. iU)

ADMINISTRATIVE 
(SOURCE IS □RAL SERVICES ADMINI

BE THE

THE NATURE

b7D

METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT, U. S. SECRET SERVICE-COGNIZANT.^

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE WILL FQ:

El©
16 NOV 1 1974 

-------—-X" b6
b7C

FBI HQ FLC FR THREE TILS AND CUL. •
Agency: Secret Service

TKS

r; "NOV 08^74

Dept,
' ""AAG CrioinaX'Div. 

Attn: ISS
GCS (Lit. Unit)

How forer^rdea ‘ ------ •
Date_ M 
By



DIRBCTOR, FBI
I*
\ SAC, WO (157-5*^) (?)

10/29/7*

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
EM-AIM 
(OOiNF)
Buttle 100-462*83 

(MPfile 157-4858 
(WOflU 157-5476) 
DENNIS SAMK^AKKS 
EM-AIM 
(00:MF) /s?^3^7 
(Buttle 157-F3W z 
(MPfile 151-846 
(WOfile 157-6209)

Enelosed for the Bureau and Minneapolis are four copies 
*Mh of a Xerox copy of a telegraa sent oa 9/20/7* to President 
GERALD FORD by DENNIS BANKS representing AIM- The copy, rhioh 
was obtained froail l (omt«tl J I__

L xe furnished for your inforaetion.

46 OCT 30 1974

(S3- Bureau (Enc. 4)
4 — Minneapolis (Kne* 4) 
2 - WO <



4 WHA023G412) (»23249E263)P0 39/23/7*1 14* _ o 9- 3*
• " 19;4“ 911 ICS IPM3NGZ CSP (

j 6122227711 TOBN ST PAUL MM 223 09-20 0212P(£DT &
1 PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORD ’ | 73
lt WHITE HOUSE DC • Z

11 WE DENOUNCE YOUR PARDON OF RICHARD NIXON. IT SERVES ONLY TO M 
« XJl
h SUPPORT OUR CONTENTION THAT THERE IS A DOUBLE STANDARD OF JUSTICE
” IN THIS COUNTRY. WHILE PARDONING CRIMINALS LIKE RICHARD NIXON, 
H
it YOU ARE LEAVING A LIFE LONG SENTENCE OF TERMINATION HANGING
" OVER THE LIVES OF INDIAN PEOPLE.
11 WE WILL NOT STAND BY WHILE THE REAL VICTIMS OF THIS GOVERNMENT
14 SIT IN JAIL; YET THOSE WHO HAVE PERPETRATED THE MOST SERIOUS 
a CRIMES AGAINST THIS COUNTRY ARE PARDONED. IF YOUR CONCERN IS

FOR THE (GREATEST GOOD OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES), 
a YHIERE IS YOUR COMPASSION FOR THE PAIN INFLICTED ON INDIAN PEOPLE? 
" THE INDIAN MURDER'S IN FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO, GO UNNOTICED BY

* .... . - ...
, YOUR GOVERNMENT WHICH PROFESSES TO SEEK JUSTICE. WE EXPECT JUSTICE 
* FOR THE INDIANS IN FARMINGTON.

« Y/E DEMAND THE RELEASE OF SARAH BAD HEART BULL, WHO WAS ARRESTED 
" FOR PROTESTING THE RELEASE OF HER SONS MURDERER. WE INSIST ON 
n THE RELEASE OF THE CUSTER DEFENDANTS WHO HAVE BEEN DENIED BAIL 
"PENDING APPEAL WHILE THE WATERGATE CRIMINALS ARE RELEASED ON u

‘ M THEIR OWN RECOGNIZANCE.
w ISE DEMAND AN INVESTIGATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL MISCONDUCT IN
„ THE WOUNDED KNEE TRIALS.
" WE SUPPORT THE KOOTENAI IN THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST THE UNITED a
n STATES AND THEIR DETERMINATION TO GAIN A JUST SETTLEMENT FROM
” YOUR GOVERNMENT.

« WHERE IS YOUR JUSTICE ANO MERCY FOR INDIAN PEOPLE?
” AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT CENTRAL COMM ITT^E DENN IS J BANKS

7 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
1 NN NN

it
11 
»

ENCIOSUBE o _



FEDERAL SuKUu Of INVESTlfiATt^ 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOj"

OCT 3 o 1974
teletype

1100 PM NITEL OCTOBER 30, 1974 WVC

TO: Dpt^CTOR, FBI AND

Z BALTIMORE,

MINNEAPOLIS

OM: SAC, WFO (157-6209) CP)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, AKA EM - AIM

RE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE TEL TO BUREAU DATED

29, 1974.

ON OCTOBER 30, 1974, A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED AIM LEADER

Assoc. Dir. —— 
Dep.-A.D^Adw—- 
Dep^AJVlnv--- 1

b6

Asst I>ir.5 
Admin. —— 
Comp. Syst 
Ext. Affairs 
Files & Com. = 
Gen. Inv- 
.Mentl 
Ins 
Intell. 
Laboratory 
Plan. & Ki 
Spec. tnv. 
Training j. 

Legal Cowl 
Telephone Rro. 
Director Sc^y

OCTOBER

DENNIS BANKS WAS IN THE WASHINGTON, D. C. CWDC) , AREA ON OCTOBER

29, 1974, AND MADE TWO PUBLIC APPEARANCES* BANKS SPOKE BEFOR

A OlOUP OF ABOUT 60 PEOPLE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE

PARK, MARYLAND, DURING THE AFTERNOON AND TO A CROWD 0^ ABOUT 

200 LATER THAT EVENING AT AMERICAN UNIVERSI^-J§\U>,

BANKS, WHO DELIVERED BASICALLY THE SAME ADDRESS BEFORE
15 NOV G 1974

BOTH AUDIENCES, SPOKE IN GENERAL OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO ___ ______

THE 1973 SEIGE OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA^ At® CONTINUED ON 
ABOUT GOVERNMENT MISCONDUCT DURING THE ENSUING .TRIALS. BANKSJ^^^^ /



PAGE TWO WFO 157-6209

TALK, WHICH WAS VERY SOFT-KEY, VAS FOLLOWED BY A LENGTHY QUESTION

AND ANSWER PERIOD.

BANKS ALSO MENTIONED BRIEFLY HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM 

THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL CONFERENCE, HELD THE

PREVIOUS WEEK IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA, WHICH IS CONSIDERING HELPING

INDIANS IN LATIN AND SOUTH AMERICA GAIN RECOGNITION.

BANKS* APPEARANCES WERE COORDINATED BETWEEN THE D. C.

WOUNDED DEFENSE COMMITTEE AND THE STIDENT GOVERNMENTS OF THE

RESPECTED INSTITUTIONS.

A SECOND RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED b7D

THE FIRST SOURCE ADVISED BOTH AUDIENCES CONSISTED ALMOST

ENTIRELY OF WHITE, COLLEGE ST IDE NTS, WITH ONLY VERY FEW

INDIANS IN ATTENDANCE. ALSO IN ATTENDANCE AT AU WAS AN

INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED

WOUNDED KNEE AIRDROP AND WHO WAS AN

A PARTICIPANT IN THE
b6
b7C

OBSERVER AT WOUNDED KNEE FOR THE NAT IONA I^CQUNail^OF^HlH£HES

BEFORE BEING BANNED FROM THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION BY THE

TRIBAL PRESIDENT LATER JOINED BANKS ON THE

FLATFORM DURING THE QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD.



PAGE THREE WFO 157-6209

BOTH GATHERINGS WERE CONDUCTED WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

ADMINISTRATIVE r’w w
SOURCE ONE isl 
SOURCE TWO IS|

1 ADVISEP|
[ACCOMPANIED BANKS. SHANKS STAYED AT THE WASHINGTON 

HILTON HOTEL ON THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 29, 1974, AND DEPARTED 

THE MORNING OF OCTOBER 30, 1974, VIA NORTHWEST AIRLINE EN 

ROUTE TO PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WHERE HE PLANS TO PARTICIPATE 

AT THE NOVEMBER 1, 1974, RALLY THERE FOR SARAH BAD HEART 

BULL.

END



QmONAt, FORM NO* <0 
1*73 EDITION 

Of A FRMR (41 CF*)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

kn Memorandum
70 : DIRECTOR, FBI (157^2^5824- DATE: 10/30/74

^ROM : NEW YORK (157-12479) (P)

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS i
BM-AIM , »

/?
ReWFOnitel to the Director, Minneapolis, and New 

York, dated 10/18/74.

0 _____________ Pertaining to referenced nitel on 10/18/74, SA
I Iwas advised by officials of Swiss Air, JFK '

y International Airport, New York, New York, that subject 
X. J was on flight 101 at 10:05 p.m. on 10/18/74, to Zurich, 

Switzerland,

$ An article in the New York Times dated 10/28/74,
I entitled "20,000 For Puerto Rican Independence",sadvised 

54 J that RUSSELL MEANS was in attendance at the Puerto Rican
X Y rally on 10/27/74, at Madison Square Garden, New York,

X New York. Article made no mention of subject BANKS.

LEAD

NEW YORK z-

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK, will report results oK_ 
informant check regarding BANKS attendance at rally at 
Madison Square Garden on 10/27/74.

' AT JFK AIRPORT, QUEENS, NEW YORK. Will recontac 
Swiss Air regarding BANKS' travel plans.



DIRECTOR, FBI

OPTIONAL FOAM NO* EO
JULY I >7* COJTLON
OSA FPM* <41 CP A) IQMM

UNITED STATES GOU^NMENT

Vernoranaum

FROM

date: 11/7/74

AC, BALTIMORE (157-9442)(RUC)

SUBJE1 DENNIS JAMES BANKS, aka 
EM - AIM

//) Re WFO teletypes/to the Bureau, dated October 
297 1974 and October 30, 1974,

Enclosed for WFO is a copy of an article 
appearing in the October 30, 1974 University of Mary
land, College Park, Maryland student newspaper, 
"Diamond Back,” regarding subject’s speech on October 
29, 1974.

. _________ |could provide no additional
information regarding the speech or individuals attending 
same.

4010'110

Bwy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD'H 5*22*64)

I
I 
i 
t

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in

AIRTED
(Priority)

TO: , DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, WFO

AMERICAS INDIAN MOVEMENT 
EM-AIM
(OO:MP)

- (Bufile 100-462483) 
(Mpfile 157-4858) 
(WFOfile 157-5476) 
DENNIS JAMES^ANKS 

EI4-AIM
(00:MP)

(Mpfile 157-846)
(WFOfile 157-6209)

f Type in plaintext or code)

7^

I 
xd

11/7/74

3

b6
b7C

ReWOlet dated 10/29/74, captioned as above.

4 copies
Enclosed 

of an LHM
for the Bureau are 13 copies and for Mp 
dated and captioned as above.

locally.
One copy is being furnished to U.S. Secret Service

Representative of Government Agency referred to' 
in LHM is

Agency
(P-Bureau (Enc. 13^CLOSURi?ep** 
4-Minneapolis (Enc. 4) 
2-WFO

SR pnv 12 IS

RSBtjl 
(10)

jUHJEC 2JJ74;

AAG Crlnlnal Div
/Atn: ISS

Hov forrardccl m tS 
bate n i? 17^
^y.

Sent M Per1 Approved:
Ti

s O
b6
b7C

b6
b7C
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FD-376 (Rgv. 7-9-73)

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220

*
Dear Sir:

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053S
11/7/74

RE: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT; 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

b o Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. O Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3- O Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4- O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U- S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. n Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. O Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. fyi Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. 8.

Photograph n has been furnished I 1 enclosed Q is not available.

Very truly yours.

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosurc(s)) 
U- 8. Secret Service

Enclosure(s)



In Reply, Plvase Refer to 
file No,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Washington, D.C. 20535 

November 7, 197*1

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
EXTREMIST MATTER

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTER 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

On October 25, 197*1, a representative of another 
government agency made available 'the contents of a telegram 
sent on September 20, 197 to President GERALD FORD by 
American Indian Movement (AIM) (See Appendix) leader, DENNIS 
BANKS. The telegram read as follows:

"PRESIDENT GERALD FORD
WHITE HOUSE D.C.

"We denounce your pardon of RICHARD NIXON. It 
serves only to support our contention that there is a double 
standard of Justice in this country. While pardoning 
criminals like RICHARD NIXON, you are leaving a .life long 
sentence of termination hanging over .the lives of Indian 
.people.

"We will not stand by while the real victims of 
this government sit in Jail; yet those who have perpetrated 
the most serious crimes against this country are pardoned. 
If your concern is for the greatest good of all the people 
of the United States, where is your compassion for the pain 
inflicted on Indian people? The Indian murders in Farming-' 
ton, New Mexico, go unnoticed by your government which 
professes to seek justice. We expect justice for the 
Indians in Farmington.

"We demand the release of SARAH BAD HEART BULL, 
who was arrested for protesting the release of her son’s 
murderer. We insist on the release of the Custer 
defendants who have been denied bail pending appeal while 
the Watergate criminals are released on their own recog
nizance.

"We demand an investigation of the governmental ' 
misconduct in the Wounded Knee trials.



DENNIS JAMES 'BANKS
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

"We support the Kootenai in their struggle against 
the Uniteci States and their determination to gain a just 
settlement from your government. ’

’’Where is your justice and mercy for Indian people?

"American Indian Movement Central Committee, 
DENNIS J. BANKS, Executive Director."



5'

‘ APPENDIX

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was formed 
in 1968 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, by| 
DENNIS BANKS and| I Chippewa Indians, as a
civil rights organisation. Its stated goals are to secure 
Indian self-determination and the right to be and think 
Indian; to eliminate the destructive tendencies of 
Christianity, white oriented education and the Federal 
Government from Indian life, along with the yoke of the 
Bureau of -Indian Affairs.

b6
b7C

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered to be violence-prone. Members of AIM, however, 
led by violence-prone leaders, participated in the takeover 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Building, Washington, D.C., 
during November, 1972. These leaders subsequently led and 
participated in confrontations with local authorities, 
resulting in violence at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the 
Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota.. From 2/27/73j 
through 5/8/73> these leaders with AIM members and 
supporters occupied the community of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, by force of arms, taking a number of the community’s 
residents as hostage. Since that time they have been 
involved in numerous confrontations with local and Federal 
authorities, including the shooting and killing of a deputy 
sheriff in Arizona and the severe beating of two other 
police officers in South Dakota.

softer

' ■ ’ 1 ■ 4 Jl 1« JVSPTrty

' it, j, 4

- 3» -



TO

t NATION AL FOAM NO. to 
JULY 1373 COITION 
C3A FAMA <41 CFAi

UNITED STATES GOVEJWMENT

'Memorandum
: DIRECTOR, FBI (157 2358'2) date: 11/29/74

FRO SAC, WFO (157-6209) (RUC)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM-AIM 
(00:MP)

ReWFOtel 
as above.

to the Bureau dated 10/18/74, captioned

Enclosed 
photograph.

for MP is a recent copy of subject’s

Re teletype advised subject had applied at New 
York City that day for a U.S. Passport on an urgent basis.

On 11/19/74, the Passport Office, Department of 
State, WPG, made available BANKS’ passport application to 
SA [ I which was reviewed and found to contain
the following information:

BANKS was issued Passport Number E 2210869 on 
10/18/74, at New York, New York, which is valid for five 
years travel to all countries except Cuba, North Korea, 
and North Vietnam. BANKS indicated on his application 
dated 10/18/74, that he planned to depart that day by air 
for Austria and Switzerland for one month on business.
BANKS indicated he expect^to take additional trips abroa* 
within the next five yeamr __ 1

On the appl^^iS^P^SlKS listed 

biographical information:
the following

Name:
Date of Birth:

DENNIS JAMES BA^KS^. u 
4/12/37

Place of Birth: 
Father:

Mother:

Federal Da 
WALTER CHASE'

BERTHA ANN*K

sota
Cass Lake. Minne

RSB

V- Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc. 1) 
1- WFO

(Mi
^Savings Bondi Btgularly on the rajroll Savings Plan



WFO 157-6209

Marriage:

b6
b7C

Last married or, 2/2ZZ73\ to ~

Residence:

Mailing Address:

Telephone Number:
Occupation: 
Employer:

SSAN:
Height: 
Hair;
Eyes:

1521“ E. Magnolia
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 

704 University Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 

612-227-0651 
Executive Director 
American Indian Movement

553 Aurora Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 
612-224-4395 

502-28-0631 
5*11" 
Brown 
Brown

It was noted BANKS did not affirm the "Oath of Alle- 
gience" as stated on the passport application and struck out 
the Oath in pencil before signing the application. The 
Oath reads as follows:

"Further I do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I will support and defend the Constitution 
,of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegience to the same;
and that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservations, or 
purpose of evasion: So help me God."

___ BANKS' application was supported by a letter from 
one!____________________________________________ I Paramount Travel b6 .
Service, 225 Park Avenue South, New York, New York 10003, b?c
telephone numb er F I advi sing BANKS was in possession
of a Swissair ticket for a flight to Vienna, Austria, that day 
and urged BANKS be issued a passport without the routine 
waiting period, basing the need on a quick and unexpected trip 
which had arisen.

- 2 -



WFO 157-6209

If any of the foregoing information, including photo
graph, is disseminated outside the Bureau, the source must be 
changed to "United States Government” records. The actual 
source must then be shown on the administrative page as the 
Passport Office, Department of State.

Inasmuch as there are no outstanding leads in WFO 
re captioned subject, this case is being RUC'd.

- 3 -
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE
DATE 01--25-2a2a BY: | |

C'VMMU.roMMrKXH 
MAY IHt EMTK3N 

’ *** FFMR (fl CFR) 14 '

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO -DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

b6
b7C

co^spEsygn;

date: 12/16/74

from ?SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

SUBJECT©ENNIS jame/^banks 

KEY EXTREMIST 
EM - AIM

9/16/74.
Re Minneapolis letter and LHM to the Bureau, dated

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above. Copies of an FD-376 are attached 
to two copies of the LHM for dissemination to U.S. Secret 
Service, Washington, D. C. 2 copies LHM sent Los Angeles.

On copy of the LHM, along with one copy of an FD-376 
is being disseminated to U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

is the subject of b6
b7C

Minneapolis has no characterizations for the "Winnipeg 
Free Press" and the International Human Rights Council Conference. 

0
INFORMANTS

MP T-l

MP T-2 is

Identity of Source Location of Information

See Non Symbol Source

CLASSIFIED BY 5948 
ROM GENERAL DECLAS

CALLY DECLASSIFIED ON

SCHEDULE 
EXEMPTIO

ER 11652
ION

Page
b7D

2^-Los Angeles (RM) (Enc. 2)
2-Minneapolis 
C:kae:kh 
6)

1' PAGE

V Buy U.S, Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
CATE 01-25-2020

OrTMNAL FORM NO. 
MAT '002 EDtTbON 
4«A

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

b7c

DIRECTOR, FBI <157-29309)

FRO MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

subject: DENNIS 
KEY E 
EM-AIM

JAMES BANKS 
REMIST

date:

eference Minneapolis letter and LHM to the Bureau 
dated 9/16/74. /

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above,/ Copies of an FD-376 are attached 
to two copies of the LHM for dissemination to U. S. Secret 

 

Service, Washington^ D. C

One copy of 
FD-376 is being dissem 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Minneapolis 
’’Winnipeg Free Press** 
Council Conference.

s the subject of

e IMM, along with one copy of an 
ated to U. S. Secret Service

b6
b7C

and the International Human Rights

' MP -2 is

2

(6)

>(>»•!0.-01

Minneapolis 
'EC:kae ’

Location of Information

onsymbol Source

INFORMANTS

Identity/of Source

b7D

652

finite

Bureau (Encs. - 5y(RM) 
2 - Los Angeles (RM)

ORDER
GORY .....

SHCALLY DECLASSIFIED ON 0

BY .......... 5948
EXEMPT F
SCHEDULE OF E
EXEMPT!

L D

DEC 20 197

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bayroll Savings Blan



HP 157-846

MP T-3 is

MP T-4 is

MP T-5 is

157-846-64S

1S7-346-G7G

MP f-6 (See .Non symbol Source Page)

The U. S. Government records revealed in this 
LUM were furnished by the Passport Office, Department of 
State.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
Lead

LOS ANGELES DIVISION

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Attempt to keep abreast of ’the location and 
activities of Dennis J*. Banks and advise office of origin.



/I FD-3Q5 (Rev. S-29-74)

!• GS Subject’s name is included in the ADEX.
2- CJ The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. Q Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. GS A suitable photograph [X|is Plis not available.

Date photograph was taken - -^973------------------- - ,, r ,
5. O Subject is employed in a key facility and - - ■ ........ — is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are r . ■ - - -- ----------- —------

6. Reason for classification where exemption category does not. troy ide a„self-evident basis.
a. Details of Report: To protect the -identity of MP T-2 and _ _

MP T—6 .____________________________________________ _ . , .
b. Cover Pages: To protect the identity of MP T-6 .

7- O Subject previously interviewed (dates! ~ - ■ - -, - - - , ............................. .  ■ ■■ - - ■
{X|Subject was not PO interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason)
of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation.

8. fl This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

& This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall within the criteria because (state reason)
BANKS is the past National Executive Director of the

■American Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a member 
of the AIM Central Committee.

10. [X] Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 
pt] Submitted —5/15/73. ... —---- Placed 1^1 Yes Q No

(date)

11. gg Subject designated and/or included in:
Q Key Activist Program fXl Extremist Photograph Album
Ixl Key Extremist Program Q Weatherman Photograph Album

_______fl Arab Terrorist Photograph Album____________________________________

_ 3; _
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FD-376 (Rev. 7^73)

In Reply, Please Refer to
Fite No. 157-846

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
December 1Q, 1974

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, 0. C- 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES .BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. Q Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2- SI Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3- O Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. G3 Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. .demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5- Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

5. Q Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. [XI Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S«

Photograph [X) has been furnished Q enclosed O is not available.

Very truly yours.

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

.1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1) (itM) 
U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enciosure(s) (1)



In Reply, Please Refer to 
Filo No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
federal bureau of investigation 

Minneapolis, Minnesota

December 16, 1974

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

ACTIVITIES

This document is classified gonfidefftial. The 
paragraphs so classified are marked CC;. Other paragraphs
are unclassified,

MP T-l advised that on September 20, 1974, President 
Gerald Ford received a telegram sent by Dennis Banks, representing 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) (See Appendix Section). This 
telegram generally denounced the pardon of President Nixon and 
stated that this pardon serves only to serve the contention 
that there is a double standard of justice in this country. Banks 
further demanded the release of the Custer defendants who had 
been denied bail pending appeals, while Watergate criminals were 
released on their own recognizance. He further demanded an 
investigation of the Government misconduct in the Wounded Knee 
trials. This telegram was ended by asking the question, "Where 
is your justice and mercy for Indian people?" It would appear 
by the way the telegram ended that it came from the AIM Central 
Committee, Dennis J? Banks, Executive Director.

MP T-2 advised on October 4, 1974 b7D

Sources whose identities are con
cealed herein have furnished re
liable information in the past, 
except where otherwise noted.

This document contains neither recommendations nor con
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency.

CONFIDENTIAL
CLASSlFTEfiL^BY 5948
EXEMPT FROMTTxENmL^DECLASSI FI CATION
SCHEDULE OF^EXECUTlVS-QgDER 11652
EXEMPTION^CaTEGORY 1 and^2^_
ADEOMStICALLY DECLASSIFIED ON indefinite

ZZ7- Z 7- 7f
ENCLOSURE



DKNNIS JAMES BANKS

__________MP T-2 also advised Banks1 relationship with 
_____________________has cooled and 
he is currently seeing I ~|

I w ;u)
b6
b7C

WWffit



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

MP T-2 on October 7. 1974. arlvfq'H that While
b7D

sUJ
The dally edition of the "Dally World" (See 

Appendix Section) on Page Nine, in an article captioned 
"Dennis Banks Helping In Film On Wounded Knee" reflected 
that Dennis Banks would be a consultant for a film based on 
the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and that 
filming was expected to begin in February or March, possibly 
on the Pina Ridge Reservation.

The October 11, 1974, edition of the ’Winnipeg 
Free Press," Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article, 
"Government - Indian Clash Best Method: Banks." Tn this 
article, Banks states that violent confrontations have proven 
to be the best method of getting Governments to listen to 
Indian problems and Indians will continue to use it as long as 
Government officials fail to live up to their responsibilities. 
Banks told a large audience of students at the University of 
Manitoba that this is the only way the U. S. Government will 
listen. Banks went further to say that if Governments stop 
listening again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be 
only a warning of more large scale actions to come.

On October 30, 1974, MP T-3 advised that Banks spoke 
before a group of about 60 people at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland, during the afternoon to a crowd of 
about .200 later that evening at American University, Washington, 
D,. C. Banks, who delivered basically the same address before 
both audiences, spoke in general of events leading up to the 
1973 seige of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and continued



DBNNIS JAMBS BANKS

on about misconduct during the ensuing trials. Banks’ talk, 
which was very soft keyed, was followed by a lengthy question 
and answer period.

Banks also mentioned briefly thathe had just 
returned from the International Human Rights Council 
Conference held previously that week in Vienna, Austria.

On October .15, 1974, MP T-4 advised during the 
October 11, 1974, meeting of the Young Socialist Alliance 
(YSA) (See Appendix Section) that Banks heaped praise on 
organizations like the YSA and Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
(Seo Appendix Section) and then went on to speak about how 
they had made fools of the U. S. Government because th^y were 
wrong in their mistreatment of the red man with their broken 
treaties.

On November 21, 1974, MP T-5 advised that Banks 
is currently in Los Angeles, California, staying at the 

| b6
I source mrrner auvisea Banks b7c 

traveled to Los Angeles for the purpose of[ ] b7D

Foreign

On October 11, 1974, MP T-6, a confidential source 
abroad, advised that Banks had addressed audiences at the 
University of Manitoba and Winnipeg and had stated that 
•’the only way to deal with the Government is to take up arms." 
Source further advised [ I b7D



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

A review of U.S, Government records on November ID, 1 
1974, revealed Banks vias issued passpoit Number E 2210869 on 
October 18, 1974, at New York, New York, which is valid lor 
live years travel to all countries except Cuba, North Korea, 
and North Vietnam. Banks indicated on his application dated 
October 18, 1974, that he planned to depart that day by air 
for Austria and Switzerland for one month on business. 
Banks indicated ho expects -to take additional trips abroad . 
within the next fire years.

On the application Banks listed the following 
biographical information:

Name
Date of Birth
Place of Birth 
.Father

Mother

Marriage ______

Residence

Mailing Address

Telephone Number 
Occupation 
.Employer

Social Security 
Number

Height

Dennis James Banks
April 12, 1937
Federal Dam, Minnesota
Walter Chase,Banks, born at
Hayward, Wisconsin

Bertha AntAKin^XBanks, born- 
August 14J 1917j at Cass Dake^.. 
Minnesota.

Last’married on February 27, 1973, 
r£oJ__________ __ __ _______________ J

tuiagno lia...
St. paulr Minnesota 55105 

704’ University Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 

612-227-0651
Executive Director
American Indian Movement

553 Aurora Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
612-224-4395

.502-28-0631
5’11"

-5-
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Hair Brown
Eyes Brown

It was noted Banks did not affirm the ’’Oath of 
Allegiance” as stated on the passport application and struck 
out the Oath in pencil before signing the application. The 
Oath reads as follows:

"Further I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; 
and that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservations, or 
purpose of evasion: So help me God."

__ Banks1 application was supported by a letter from 
one!____________________________________________ I Paramount Travel b6
Service, 225 Park Avenue South. New York, New York 10003, b?c
telephone numberT I advising Banks was in possession
of a Swissair ticket for a flight to Vienna, Austria-, that day 
and urged Banks be issued a passport without the routine 
waiting period, basing the need on a quick and unexpected trip 
which had arisen.

FINANCE

Domestic

MP T-2 advised on October 4, 1974, that Banks 
during the previous week had attended the 'World Council of 
Churches and the Interreligious Foundation For Community 
Organization Conference^ an affiliate of the World Council 
of Churches, at Alabama to discuss funding.

World Council of Churches is an organization
of 224 Protestant and Orthodox churches in 93 
countries and actively campaigns for social justice 
and has granted financial support to several 
liberation movements ("Minneapolis Tribune” on 
December 2, 1974) (The "Minneapolis Tribune” is a 
daily newspaper of general circulation distributed 
in the Minneapolis, Minnesota, area).

-6-
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foreign

that f
On October 25, 1971, M'p t-2 adviced he had 'learned

b7D

- 7 -
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APPENDIX

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was formed in - 
1968 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, bvl I b6
Dennis Banks and| L Chippewa Indians, as a , b7
civil rights organization. Its stated goals are to secure 
Indian self-determination and the right to be and think 
Indian; to eliminate the destructive tendencies of

* Christianity, white oriented education and the Federal 
Government from Indian life, along with the yoke of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs,

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered to be violence-prone. ■ Members of AIM, however, 
led by violence-prone leaders, participated in the takeover 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Building, Washington,' D. C., 

, during November, 1972. These leaders subsequently led and 
participated in confrontations with local authorities, 
resulting in violence at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the 
Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota. From 2/27/73, 
through 5/8/73, these leaders with AIM members and 
supporters ’occupied the community of Wounded Knee,'. South Dakota, 
by force of arms, taking a number of the community's 

.residents as hostage. Since that time they have been 
involved"in ’numerous'Confrontations with local and Federal 
authorities, including the shooting and killing of a 
deputy sheriff in Arizona and the severe beating of two 
other police officers in South Dakota.

8 -
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APPENDIX.,

"DAILY WORLD”

The "Daily World" is an cast coast communist newspaper.



APPENDIX

■ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP) is a 
revolutionary,, Trotskyist~communist organization, which 
is headquartered in Now York City. Its purpose, as 
stated in its Declaration of Principles, is the overthrow 
of the U.S, Government and the institution of a dictatorship 
of the working class and the eventual achievement of a, 
communist society. It was founded in 1938 and maintains . 
close association with international Trotskyist organizations 
as a ’’sympathizing" group, but it denies formal membership 
in any foreign group to escape application of the Voorhis 
Act, which regulates certain types of organizations subject 

'to foreign control. While the SWP does not openly advocate 
the use of violence at the present tine to overthrow the 
U.S. Government, it believes that eventual violent revolution 
in the U.S. is inevitable. Its objection to the current 
use of violence is phased on the ground that it believes 
violence is premature at this time. The SWP see Ies to 
precipitate a revolution when conditions are ripe and to 
seize control of the revolution and to direct it when it 
occurs.

/

.10
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' APPENDIX

YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

The Young Socialist Alliance (YSA) is the youth 
group of the Socialist Varkers Party (SVP). It was 
formed in October, 1957, and is currently headquartered 
in New York City, It propagandizes the beliefs of the 
SWP among the youth and is tho min source of recruitment 
into the SWP. The SUP is a revolutionary, Trotskyist-communist 
organization which has as its purpose the overthrow of tho 
U.S. Government and the institution of a dictatorship of the 

working class and the eventual achievement of a communist 
society.

i 
i i 
I t



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

\MP T~2 further advised on the same date that[ I b7D

,1 ■

On February 27, ,4973;\members of the AIM 
with non-* Indi an supporters/1, seized hostages and by 
force of arms, occjdpied the 'town of Wounded Khee, 
South Dakota, on .the Pine Ridg^ Indian Reservation, 
during which pa^ts of the town w^re burned and 
ransacked, six Members of AIM wer^ wounded, two 
fatally, two Federal officers were wounded, one 
permanently paralyzed, In several exchanges of 
gunfire between occupants and surrounded Government 
forces. Op May 8, 1973, the occupationended by the 
surrendey'of the remaining occupants. More than 
200 arrets were made in connection with the

/MP T-2 also advised Banks’s relationshi

he is currently seeing
I has cooled and 

another AIM, member *s
b6
b7C



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Source. on October 7. 1974. ndvlKed that while__  
b7D

The dally edition of the "Daily World" (See 
Appendix Section) on Page Nine, in an article captioned 
"Dennis Banks Helping In Film On Wounded Knee" reflected that 
Dennis Banks would be a consultant for a film based on the 
1973 occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and that 
filming was expected to begin in February or March, possibly 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation,

The October 11, 1974, edition of the "Winnipeg 
Free Press," Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article "Government - 
Indian Clash Best Method: Banks." Tn this article, Banks 
states that violent confrontations have proven to be the best 
method of getting Governments to listen to Indian problems 
and Indians will continue to use it as long as Government 
officials fail to live up to their responsibilities. Banks 
told a large audience of students at the University of 
Manitoba that this is the only way the U. 5, Government will 
listen. Banks went further to say that if Governments stop 
listening again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be 
only a warning of more large scale actions to come, 

t
On October 30, .1974, MP T-3 advised that Banks spoke 

before a group of about sixty people at the University of 
Maryland,, Col 1 ege Park, Maryland, during the afternoon and 
to a crow of about 200 later that evening at American 
University, Washington, D. C.. Banks, who delivered basically 
the same address before both audiences, spoke in general of 
events .leading up to the 1973 seige of Wounded Khee,

- 3 -



DENNIS .JAMESbBANKS

. South Dakota, and continued on about misconduct during' the Xb 
ensuing trials. Banks’ talk, which was -very soft 'keyed ‘ 
wa s ■' fol I owe d \ by a lengthy question and answer pefi pdb j z ? ■ ■ "■<., ■

Banks also' mentioned brief ly that he l^ad just y b; ” 
returned from the International Human Kights Council Xy.'Xb 
Conferen<e .held previously that week in Vienna, Austria.' v

AX'./ .• oh^October -15,. 1974, . MP T-4 advis’ed during the ' ' .’/b. 
October 11,. 19^47 meeting of’the Young. Socialist Alliance X 
(YSA) (See Appehgix'Section) that Banks ^heaped, praise on '• AX
organizations like.x the YSA and Socialist Wofkers Party (SWP) Xb;- 
'(See Appendix Sectibn )• and then went pn to speak about how 
they had:made fools'^ o'f^ the U. S. Government because, they were / 
wrong in their' mistreatment o f the yb ed man with their -broken . :
treaties, ' A -iX-.:bX'' 'XX.;,. ? -- .X? '... ■■

biX■; bb' bixx-: ^XXbAxXXAX/' /XXX/X - Ab- x
bb • bb ■b b?< On November 21;■ < 1974 MP T-5 adv i sed - th at-■ Bank s 
is currently inbLrOs Angelcs/ baliforniaz -staying at the. '9 <

' ' ' ‘ ‘ ' | , . b6

.Source- further advised Banks ■ ; b7c
traveled to Los<Angeles f or the purpo s e of Xb7D

Foreign

b7D

On' October .11 / 1974, MP T-6, £ fdt.ei?gnXource \ ■ 
abora'd advised tlfat Banks had addressedXntd^efices at the x 
Univ'e «^ty of Manitoba and' Winnipeg arid had stated that — 

.irpnly way tQr'de.al . with the Government is; to; \ake up arnis.11 
• Source further/advised 1 [ ..

4



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

) 1974 ,.. revea1ed BanksW-. i s s'u ed< Pa sspor t - Number. - E 2-210869 ; ph7; 
GetOber 18/ ' 1974/"at/New :Ydrk,ANew-; Yqrk,' which 'is 5<a 1 i d for.;./

*' five ycar-js. £ ra v e 1 < to-- a 11' count ri e s' ,e xcept Cuba /„ North . Korea, . 
and North Vietnam.. Banks .indicatedon, hi-^agplT^^

' October 18 / '19-74/./that he planned- to depart t^iat'Pday
rfor Austria and Switzerland; for one month on business '■;/7 7;

- Banks •. ihdi ca t ed he . expe cts ;to: ■ take a ddi t i’oha 1 ' t r .i^s ■ a broad .;
'■"•within ;the\next . five- years /j//-//m/m ’ /■/

f -; - - & - '. ~ PP1 i ca nt •'Bank;s1 is ted. the /to 11 owing- biographical
infor nation?/ \ :.: / - •

Name 77/^7;'Z?i . . D<=hnis James Banks. -• 
Date of 6irth.- ' ’.<-,//; r-J :. Abril: 12/:’/1937'-' ■■':/?>; f.: 
Place, of Bir^h • • /federal Dam, . Minnesota .■/;
Father /' '.V ZWd^ery<hase/l^^

a.:■-'■ -Cass- Lake,Minnesota' -i
?. I?a st carried on February>-2.7

b6 ’! 
b7C

•Mother

■ i-Z-V/- ?.'■ \.Pauly;jffinne'Sptd/ . 55105
’•Mai 1 in'g Zddre s s' ‘ ■/ /m,.' ' r7O4-

i ' / ' • /. ' / ; ?/ •^p ■ ; St. 'Paul y55105’ 
• TO I option e-_ Number -7 , 612 -227.-06 5fy /
Occupation. : ; Z . '; Executive ^irpctor ; -
Emp/ioyer ; >

5 5 3 . Autota/Aven^ 
St. Paul, Mi^

•612-224-4395
-Sociai- Security; ..; -. - • 502-28.-0631 ; ?.-
.Account' Number....7 ./ <
Height : ; Five feet. Eleven' inches ■■; 'kt-,-

"A reviow ’of ' U ♦ STj^erinmdntP records on. -November 19,



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Hair
Eyes

Brown 
Brown

X It was noted Banks did not affirm the "Oath of 
Allegience" as stated on the passport application and struck 
out the Oath in pencil before signing the application. The 
Oath reads as follows:

\ "Further I do solemnly swear (or affirm)
'that I will support and defend the Constitution 
0,f the United States against all enemies, 
f^yeign and domestic: that I will bear 
true faith and allegience to the same: 
and that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservations, or 
puroosb of evasion: So help me God."

____BariVs application was supported by a letter from 
one_______________________________________________________ Paramount Travel b6
Service. 22& Park Avenue South. New York, flew York 10003, b?c
telephone numberF I advising Banks was in possession
of a Swissair ticket for a flight to Vienna, Austria, that day 
and urged Banks be issued a passport without the routine 
waiting period, basing the\nee.d on a quick and unexpected trip 
which had arisen. \

FINANCE
%

Domestic

MP T-2 advised on October 4, 1974, that Banks 
during the previous week had attended the World Council of 
Churches and the Interreligious Foundation For Community 
Organization Conference, an affiliate x>f the World Council 
of Churches, at Alabama to discuss funding. (pF 

\
World Council of Churches is ari\organ.ization 

of 224 Protestant and Orthodox churches in ninety- 
three countries and actively campalgnshfor social 
lustice and has granted financial support to 
several liberation movements ("Minneapolis Tribune" 
on December 2, 1974) (The "Minneapolis Tribune" Is a 
daily newspaper of general circulation distributed in 
the Minneapolis, Minnesota, area).

- 6 -
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memormdum

FROM

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

SAC, NEW YORK (157-12479) (C)

iEct: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM

date: 12/20/74

ReWEOnftel to Bureau, MP and NY, 10/18/74; NYlet to 
Bureau, 10/30/74.

On 11/4/74, SA | was advised by officials
of Swiss Air that DENNIS .BANKS was an flight number 101 at 
10:05 PM, on 10/18/74,.to. Zurich, Switzerland, with a 
connection to Vienna on 10/19/74.

On 11/4/74.1 ladyjted that he did not' see
subject at the Rally of American Indian, Puerto Rican, and 
Spanish Peoples at Madison Square Garden on 10/27/74. 
Source advised that Russel Means was the only speaker and 
only Indian he recognized at the rally.

On 12/18/74 J I advised that BANKS and MARLIN
BRANDO appeared oh the "Tomorrow" Show, WNBC-TV aired at 
1:00 AM, 12/16/74. BANKS and BRANDO were the only guests on 
the show and the general topic was the treatment of the 
American Indian in todays society.

b6 | 
b7C

b7D

b7D

NY is closing 
any further activities 
(NYfile 157-8393).

Its case on subject and will report 
on part of BANKS under the AIM

Bureau (4n)
Minneapolis (157- 
New York (157-8393) 

1- New York

) (BANKS )^£,
6 DEC 27 1974

REB:lpr “ 
(5),

M'
b6
b7C

9^^' ^aV^S Bonds Pjigilady on the Payroll Savings Plan



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRQEl:
FBI AUTOtLATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
iATE 01-25-2020 BY:[

,OT«3NA1 rORM MX W 
MAY tM (I>rTW 

X$A FFM* (M OR) WH14

I i ✓ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

\A Memorandum
A

date:

ReNYlet 10/30/74

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES. BANKS 
EM - MM

™ : DIRECTOR, FBI (15729309)

FROM

1/6/75 ri
1 4 J

EGAT, BERN (157-29)(P)

"Incomindios" is an organization in Geneva, Switzerland, whose f 
aim, according to its own statement, is to create a feeling of v 
solidarity among the Indians of the two Americas and to establish^ 
a dialogue between them and the Europeans. "Incomindios" planned" 
to support financially the leaders of AIM who were appearing in 
court as a result of the Wounded Knee incident.

Results of a check in this matter with the 
~| will be furnished on receipt?

(

This communication is classified Confj 
because the information burnished by the 
was so classified. ounce "7 -

JAN ^975V" Bureau Ce-vi
1 - Foreign Liaison..,, --
1 - Minneapolis (157-5.46.) (Info)
1 - New York (157-12473) (lo^o)1'!"
1 - WFO (157-6203Mlnfo)

3 - Bern (157-23; 157-27i 157-29)>....
HDGxIM V
(5.)

Copy t o.„^ / ( 
by rout ing slip v * 
[>info C action 
date.. J he'J.Sr^__ — 
by J A M /'

i ' I C
Buy U.S.. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



Transmit the following in

L AIRTEL
Yyia____________ _

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

captioned

LEAD

F B I
Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (jTA- 9-^

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)(P)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM 
(00:MINNEAPOLIS)

1/16/75

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of above 
and dated LHM. ZA

The Bureau may desire to make distribution of th!
I ’LHM via Legat Bern, Switzerland. <

Names of delegates set 
Bureau for indexing purposes.

The identity of MP T-l is

Minneapolis has no characterization for
Copy to___  
by routing ip for

MINNEAPOLIS

forth in LUM being fu:

B^Inf 0 □ action

MINNESOTA: lY

date__ [ 
by___ L

AT MINNEAPOLIS
Will maintli 

information regardins
tact withl ______ I fork
S BANKS* trip to Europe.\

REC-28 l6730
;ency? Secret Service —- “

(2^- Bureau (Enc.-5)xKM)‘ 
5 - Minneapolis A? . ____  ___ _
„ I *----------------- 1 bept. — AJLO«64<fiisi£&jjjjtajg2iv

(1 - 157-3481
(1 - 157-1458

RKT/pms
(7)

AAG Criminal Div. 
Attn; ISS

. GJ8 iiM 1 Mbit)
^low forwarded ______
feate

______I

ea 20 W5 •

CIO I W O • 403’T3 J

Sent M Per
nt in Charge



UN^JD STATES DEPARTMENT OF^’STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Minneapolis, Minnesota

January 16, 1975

Dennis James Banks

. Characterization of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM), is set forth in appendix page which is attached 
hereto.

On December 31,.1974, MPT-l, a source who has furnished • 
reliable information in the past, advised that he had learned that . 
AIM leader, D^nis. James Banks, was one of two United States 

ights.

Austria.ZOctober 212ST^.73^74. Source advised that --------- 
learned that this town Is about 40 miles from Vienna. _
Source advised that he had learned that a
not further identified, played some4role in making/Banks .a 
delegate.

b6
b7C

Dennis James Banks holds no national office 
in the AIM, but is a member of the AIM Central 
Committee, a decision making body.

MP T-l
January 28, 1974

Source advised that he had learned that the theme 
of this meeting was "human rights and Christian responsibility", 
and that among the numerous delegates throughout the world who 
attended were several representatives of Communist countries. 
Source advised that he had learned that the following delegates 
attended this meeting:

* X

This document contains' 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency.

KCUJSW



.Dennis James Banks

-Steering Committee Members

b6
b7C
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b6
b7C
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b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C



Source advised that he had also learned that the 
delegates were broken down into four working groups. Source 
advised that these groups were organized as follows:

- 7 -



■/.Dennis James.'Banks

Banks

raprap rap

StaffStaff: Staff:

rap

Staff:f

languages: Languages: Languages: Languages:

Russian 
Spanish 
English

German English French
English English

8 -



Dennis‘’Jame'S

Source advised that he had learned that

Characterization of the PLO is set forth in 
appendix page which .is attached hereto.

- 9 -
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APPENDIX • ' ' _ ______ ** '
.4$*’• ‘ t' O1 *- * *■* : ‘f ■''‘*■,1 •*■ *•* *■'•' i •’’<•' •'?. •

V />' Stalest INE -IiiBEi&T ION <dRGAN~IZATldt? -CPIO) ? r

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was 
established in 1964 and acts as a coordinating body 
for i.5ost of the Palestinian ioday eon groups. The 
Palestine Liberation Army (PLA) is its nilitary am ano 
the Palestine-Liberation Forces (PLF) is its commando am.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

«

to : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-462483) date: 1/23/75

from ; ACTING SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (157-1319) (P)

subject: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 
EM - AIM
00: Minneapolis

Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies, for Dallas 
3 copies, for Minneapolis 6 copies, for San Francisco 2 
copies, and for Phoenix 1 copy of self-explanatory LHM. 
Also enclosed for the Dallas Office is one copy of three' 
page letter dated 11/25/74, which sets forth information 
contained in enclosed LHM and other data of interest to 
Dallas in handling below lead.

Sources concealed in enclosed LHM are as follows:

Bureau (Enc. 12) 
(2 -100-462483)

3

6

1 - 157-29309
1 - 152-2a313KMSANSl

- Dallas (Enc. 3)
(2 - 157-2755)(AIM)
(1 -I

- Minneapolis (Enc. 6) 
(2 - ,157-1458) (AIM)

NOT RECORDED j
102 JAN 291975

1
2

(1 - 157-846)(BANKS)
(1 - 157-1460)(MEANS)

- Phoenix (Enc. 1)(157-1436)(AIM)
- San Francisco (Enc. f)(l - 1OO-71996)(AIM)

-Oklahoma City (1 - 157-1319) (1 H
157-1555)(BANKS)
1157-1587) (MEANS)

m>« io ^agttlarly on ths Payroll Savings Plan



OC 157-1319

Source

OC T-l is

Date and/or 
Description 
of Activity

11/27/74

Characterization 
of BANKS, MEANS, 
and I I

OC T-2 
identified 
on attached 
non-symbol 
source 
administrative 
page

Location

OC 157-1319-1751

Bureau and interested offices will note 
Minneapolis letter to Oklahoma City, 7/1/74, cantionod 

Ireports that on 6/15/74.1
I Sioux Falls Police Department, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota, advised that| was in the
Minnehaha County Courtroom on 4/30/74, when the clash occurred 
between police officers and militant Indians*. | | was
not arrested.

This letter also reports that on 6/18/74, an FBI 
Agent observed I Ito be present during a
confrontation between militant Indians and the Aberdeen, 
South Dakota Police Department at the new Federal Building 
in Aberdeen, I I demanded that the Commissioner of 
Bureau of Indian Affairs discuss matters with him as a 
representative of AIM. No violence occurred on that date.

The above information is reported as it is 
considered to relate to allegation in enclosed LHM to the 
effect that| ~|apd other AIM leaders encourage
confrontations,

LEAD:

- 2 -



OC 157*1319

DALLAS DIVISION

AT DALLAS. TEXAS* If not already done, may desire 
to contact writer or’enclosed letter as possible source of 
AIM activities and future plans, noting his relationship 
and apparent association with some AIM leaders.

- 3* -



OC 157-1319

NON-SYMBOL SOURCE PAGE

___________ OC T-2 in enclosed LUM isl_____________
I ,~Twho
furnished a letter dated 11/25/74, given to him bvl

I I which was sent to

b6
, b7C

I requested his identity be protected, 
however, he has inf owed I I of his intention of
furnishing this letter to the FBI,



In Rtpfy, Pleast Rrfer to

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

January 23, 1975

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Characterization of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) is set forth as an appendix page attached hereto*

b6 
b7C 
b7D

Symbionese Liberation Anny (SLA) people do not 
trust Russell Means. In fact, there is every indication 
that SLA people trust very few people connected with AIM*

(OC T-l, November 27, 1974)

The SIA is the underground terrorist group 
which has claimed responsibility for the 
kidnaping of Patricia Campbell Hearst in 
California on February 4, 1974.

Russell Charles Means holds no office in AIM, 
but is a member of the AIM Central Committee, 
a decision making body.

(OC T-l, January 28, 1974)

There has been a recent split in AIM. Russell 
Means pulled his people out of AIM and he is now residing 
in Porcupine, South Dakota.

(OC T-l, November 27, 1974)
5his document contains nBlthor 
rocoracndn:ions r>or conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the nrorerty of 
tho FBI and is -loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to bo

Source(^) whore Identities
are concealed iscroir: 1 
furnished reliable informa

distributed outside your agency.paSv except 
where otherwise noted.

^3^7 -



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

at
bioux tans, boucn uaKoca

b6
b7C

(OC T-l, April 3, 1974)

On May 30, 1974.1 H Deputy United States
Marshal, St. Paul, Minnesota, advised that I ~|is
co-ordinating the trials against non-leadership AIM people 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for the AIM organization.

b6
b7C

A source made available a resume of statements 
directed to I I of the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma, on November 25, 1974. The statements 
were made by an American Indian male who indicates he is 
well acquainted with and has the confidence of some AIM 
leaders, including Dennis Banks, Russell Means, and

b6
b7C

Dennis James Banks holds no office in AIM 
but is a member of the AIM Central Committee, 
a decision making body.

(OC T-l, January 28, 1974)

The above mentioned Indian male reported the AIM 
had attempted to attract him to their ranks for several 
years but this person had not become affiliated with AIM 
because he could not equate himself with AIM leadership 
and some of its stated goals. He continued, reporting he 
considers that while AIM originally set itself some worth
while goals, its leadership in the persons of Russell 
Means, Dennis Banks, and I Ihave long since
prevented those original noble goals and turned AIM’s 
activities into self-serving actions, designed to reward 
themselves monetarily at the expense of the Indian people.

This Indian male reported he had some conversation 
with AIM people and based on their statments he began to 
believe they were either in control of or in close touch 
with the persons having Patty Hearst. He reported he was 
invited to Phoenix, Arizona, to pursue this contention. 
He traveled to Arizona in this matter and there met with

b6
b7C

- 2 -



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Russell Means and I ~| These two AIM leaders
assured this person they could put him in touch with Patty 
Hearst*

b6
b7C

In addition to this verbal assurance and as an 
apparently collateral action Means and I loffered to 
display an example of their ’'power”. This demonstration 
consisted of their ordering a number of young Indians to 
take their wardrums and go into the courtyard of the Sands 
Motel in Phoenix, where they held a war-dance, throwing 
beer cans everywhere in an obvious effort to provoke the 
Phoenix Police Department.

This Indian male individual reported he is 
convinced the above indicated AIM leaders are closely 
aligned with the people who have Miss Hearst, if they 
do not have her themselves.

b6
b7C

In addition to this supposition concerning the 
indicated AIM leaders and Miss Hearst the above Indian male 
reported he had conferred at length with Means andl I 
and became convinced they both are drunk with their own 
sense of self-importance. He also stated his convictions 
that Means and | ] are going to cause a number of young
Indians to perhaps be gravely injured, perhaps in another 
"Kent State” because of the fact Means and | ] are
“spoiling” for another confrontation.

b6
b7C

The above mentioned Indian male continued his 
statements commenting in effect as follows:

They, Means and [ I naturally have a 
certain charisma...and having literally tweaked 
Uncle Sam* s beard on three occasions and gotten 
away with it, they represent excitement to young 
Indians. Certainly no one in his right mind would 
buy that “revolution” stuff they'preach, but 
they are preaching it to young, impressionable 
minds which respond to the idea.

I can state this with absolute certaintv: 
Based on my conversations with Means and| 
they propose to stage some type of headline
grabbing incident during our Bicentennial Year

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

- 3 -



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

that I fear will reflect badly on the many Indian 
people who do not share their views,

I would hope that some recourse should be 
available whereby the American Indian Movement 
could be re-oriented and re-channeled into a 
direction consistent with those many things so 
many people have worked so hard to achieve for 
Indian people, I believe we have the interest of 
the American people now—as well as their good will* 
I would hate to see these valuable assets literally 
thrown to the winds because of some foolish 
activities fostered by AIM.

It would be a sad thing indeed if the present 
AIM leadership, which, according to I I has 
“connections'* with Havana, should bring 'about severe 
harm to any of the many Indian youth who are now 
responding to their pronouncements®

b6
b7C

I fear that there simply is not sufficient 
awareness of just how far these people are willing 
to go to further their own aims, but I do know 
they have something in mind which they plan to 
propose to the UN General Assembly.

In conclusion of his statements the Indian male 
individual reported his conclusions, as related above, are 
based on intensive talks with Means and land after
watching them send upwards of a thousand Indian youths out 
to taunt and provoke a Police Department.

b6
b7C

He stated it appeared the principal thrust of 
their actions at this point seems -to be to continue to 
attempt to bring about confrontations, which of themselves 
bring about publicity and of course adds to their following.

(OC T-2, December 17, 1974)

DENNIS BANKS, RUSSELL MEANS, AND
SHOULD BE '

b6
b7C

- 4* -
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JMI25/®

TELETYPE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

m 002 BT PLAIN

220 PM NITEL JANUARY 2$. ,1975 PHD
TO DIRECTOR

MINNEAPOLIS (70-6854)

SEATTLE

Assoc. Dir- ——, 
Dep.-A.D.-Adrn—y

, DepcA-DcInr—J: 
Asst Dir* ' , { 
Admin.«—~—— 
Comp. Syst —.
Ext Affairt — 
Files & Com. — 
Geo. lav. ——L.
Ident. -pUp 
Inspection jK*——
.Intel!
Laboratory —- 
Plan. & EvaL _ 
Spec. Inv. --------- 
.Traininz — —i

Legal Cobn. —
Telephone Ba —I 
Director Sec’y —

b6
b7C

FROM BUTTE (157-499)
DENNIS JAME^ANKS. AIM -EM. 00 MINNEAPOLIS.

THE JANUARY 324, 1975, EDITION "GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE," A

GREAT FALLS, W., DAILY NEWSPAPER, REVEALS SUB.. GEORGE_^ 
(GIBBONS, AND PLANE FROM SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, WILL SPEAK

AT A PUBLIC MEETINGX TWO P. M. , JANUARY 26, 19 75, AT

College of great falls theater, program has been aranged and

SPONSORED BY A LOCAL INDIAN, , IN HOPT OF bREATING
INTEREST FOR ESTABLSHMENT OF INDl\u ^ULTORAL CENTER IN GREAT.

falls. REG-16
NO identifiable REFERENCES^UTTE INDICES CONCERNING 28^1S

b6
b7C

NO iTOSh^TiVitliiSNG CONDUCTED BY BUTTE. HOWEVER, 
PUBLIC SOURCES'WILL BE REPORTED.
END IHlErriCEHCE OIA‘ 

HECEIAEO

HH SM
DATE

b6
b7C

b6
b7C



* 4
ffOERAl BWCAU c? i‘WEST I CAT ft 3 
COMMUNlCMp^S SKJIon

NR 001 BT PLAIN TELETYPE
4:20PM NITEL JANUARY 28, 1975 CAY
TO: D IR^OR

MINNEAPOLIS

SEATTLE

FROM: BUTTELC157-499)

DENNIS JAMEbBANKS, AIM - EM, 00, MINNEAPOLIS*

Assoc. Dir. —
Dep.-A.D.-Adn^^H 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv^^^B

Asst Dlr.: Wr
Admin. L 
Comp. SystZ— ’ 
Ext Affairs _„ 
Files & Com.-__  
Gen. lay.----- ..
Ident --- ----- ■■ - .
Inspection 
Intell, 
Laboratory ——~ 
Plan. & Eval _ 
Spec. Inv,--- 
Training---  

Legal Coua.----- „ 
Telephone Rm.
Directoy Sec^y |

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

MINNEAPOLIS, SEATTLE AND BUTTE ADVISE IDENTITIES AIM

MEMBERS KNOWN TRAVELING TO CALGARY FOR RALLY*

END

*^30



0-73 (Rev^.7-20^73) KJ

MESSAGE RELAY4

FROM: Director, FBI

Pate

hull.

Transmit in via teletype the attach
fpla^text pr wit'S {priority/

******** '* « * J *

FIELD DISSEMINATION
TO;

01n«H» i.t'y__

b7E

CEX104 HEO31

ally

ftWRAl WRUU OF fXYESTlGATKBI 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

faleon 
bute 

Cleared 
with__

SUBJECT: lEFF.lAbE MIJ.

(Text of message beginsnext p<tge 3।

TELETYPE UNIT

lawfl"
TELETYPE



DENNIS JAMES^ANKS; EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS.

ON JANUARY 29, 1975, A SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMA

TION IN PAST ADVISED HE LEARNED THAT AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)

NATIONAL LEADER DENNIS BANKS INTENDS TO SPEAK AS SCHEDULED AT

UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY, CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA. SOURCE STATED b7D

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN MINNESOTA

IN I96S, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN.

AIM LED AND PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN 

Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the rapid city-custer areas of south Dakota, 
aim led takeover and occupation of wounded knee, south Dakota, in

FEBRUARY - MAY, 1973.
b7D



SOURCE STATED HE UNDERSTANDS

ADIIllIIJmUVE

PF PHTrr ^-^A a.^h. ^rn l71 " 17127 27 | —

1



Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

Date 1/31/75

On 2/6/73, members of American Indi 
Movement (AIM) at Custer, South Dakota 
(S.D.), protested charge of manslaughter 
against white defendant in. death of an 
Indian. Riot ensued and Custer County 
Court House damaged by fire; Chamber of 
Commerce building burnt to ground.

Attached indicates pre-trial heariu 
for national AIM leader Dennis Banks on
charges relating to Custer riot scheduled 
for 2/10 and 14/75. Anticipated trial 
date 2/18/75. S.D. Attorney General*s 
Office advised Custer residents extremely 
hostile towards AIM, heavily armed and 
described situation as extremely volatile, 

Attached being furnished by teletype 
to Secret Service, Criminal Division 
(Internal Security, General Crimes Sectioi 
and Civil Disturbance Unit) of the 
Department, and Department of Interior.

s

1 - General Investigative Division

DOJ/FB|



fECERAl BUREAU Of IHViSTKATWi 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

JAN.3 0.1975

TELETYPE
WXA
NR005 MP CODED 

455PM URGENT JANUARY 30 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI

ALBUQUERQUE

BUTTE

CHICAGO

DENVER
KANSAS CITY

LOS ANGELES

1375 AGL 

MILWAUKEE 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

OMAHA 
PHOENIX 

PORTLAND 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SEATTLE

Assoc. Dir, 
Dep.-A.D.-Adlc 
Dep.-A.D

Asst Dir, 
Admin, .

I Gen. /nv. 
Ident , 
Inspects 
Intell. (X44 
Daloratory _ 
Hao. & Eval _ 
Spec, Inv. . ;
Training —! 

D^aJ Ccuo, - 
Telephone Rm. _  ' 
Director Sec’y 1 b6 

' . '__________________b7C

//////////////ALL OFFICES VIA WASHINGTON////////////////

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 157-4319 , <J?
PROPOSED TRIAL OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, FEBRUARY^ 

10, 1975, EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS. £ ' 7,

ON JANUARY 30, 1975,| ~~~| SPECIAL AGENT, DIVISION •’
OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS CDCD, SotM-^AKOTA ATTORNEY GENERAL’S 

OFFICE, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, ADVISED THE STATE Or 5(JDTH DAKOTA 

HAS SCHEDULED PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS FOR BANKS’ON FEBRUARY 10 AND 14,

b6
b7C

1975,

FEBRUARY 18

$9 FEB 4 1Q7S
AND ANTICIPATED TRIAL DATE TO BEGI^ FOR JURY SELECTION ON

S’. ' ' 1 ,----- f ‘ "--------- i "| , «»C3 TO-TT1 „

73, 1975. STATED SOUTH DAKOTA ATTdRNEY GENERAL’S1975

OFFICE ANTICIPATES THE STATE TRIAL OF BANKS TO LAST FROM THREE TO SIX

WEEKS. BANKS^BEING TRIED ON SOUTH DAKOTA CHARGES OF RIOT AND RIOT 

WHERE ARSON COMMITTED, BOTH FELONIES UNDER THE SOUTH DAKOTA.CRIMINAL

IBHIrti HL SlFEBMWS b6
b7C



PAGE TWO MP 157-4319

STATUTES.  ADVISED THE LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE CUSTER, b6
b7C

SOUTH DAKOTA, AREA ARE EXTREMELY HOSTILE TO MEMBERS OF AMERICAN

INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM), ADVISED ALL RESIDENTS ARE KNOWN TO

BE HEAVILY ARMED AND DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AS EXTREMELY VOLATILE.

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN 

MINNESOTA IN 1965, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE 

AMERICAN INDIAN. AIM®^®H3B LED AND PARTICIPATED IN 

CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, 

NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA; 

AIM LED THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, 

SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973.

FOR INFORMATION, CUSTER COUNTY COURT HOUSE^AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

BUILDING, CUSTER^ SOUTH DAKOTA, SBS BURNED TO THE GROUND

ON FEBRUARY 6, 1973. THE FI RES WB A RESULT OF AN AIM PROTEST WHEREIN 

AIM WAS PROTESTING THE CHARGES OF'MANSLAUGHTER PLACED AGAINST WHITE 

DEFENDANT IN THE DEATH OF WESLEY BAD HEART BULL; THE RIOT ENSUED AND 

THE BUILDINGS WERE BURNED* NUMEROUS POLICE OFFICERS AND OTHERS 

RECEIVED INJURIES AS RESULT OF THAT RIOT*



PAGE THREE MP 157- 4319

administrative

RECEIVING OFFICES REQUESTED TO IMMEDIATELY ALERT ALL SOURCES AND 

INFORMANTS*^ PROPOSED TRAVEL TO CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN SUPPORT OF 

DENNIS BANKS, AND ADVISE MINNEAPOLIS OF ANY INFORMATION RECEIVED.
MINNEAPOLIS WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH APPROPRIATE LOCAL 

> >
OFFICIALS IN2CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND KEEP THE BUREAU APPRISED OF 
ANY PERTINIT INFORMATION.

END.

FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR CORRECTIONS PLEASE CONTACT MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE.

END



O^tRev.^^S)

MESSAGE RELAY
Ttansmit in ...... . via teletype the attached message.

(plainttxt cr aodtl (priority) ‘
»*».*»«**»♦♦»»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦*♦♦***♦********

FROM: Director, FBI FIELD DISSEMINATION
TO:

b7E

U««».

bull,

I

* mvESTiCATiOS 
’MS .SECTION

Classification:

SUBJECT:

1*9*1 C*v*. .

Olr*<t*> S?«'i

1975

■ w Q Cleared telephoriicelly

J tar ’
(Text of message begins on next page-).}/

.TELETYPE VNIT



MILWAUKEE

^ALBUQUERQUE

PHOENIX

PORTLAND

JANUARY 30

MP CODED

BI

XA

NR0

AGL455PM,

OKLAHOMA CITY

OMAHABUTTE

CHICAGO

DENVER

LAKE CITYKANSAS S

SEATTLLOS ANGELES

/W/.GWWA Uh- OF W Eg VTA WA

FRQM—WJ4WEArOLIfl "1WH4SI.Q

to director;

Ext 
Files 
Gen.
Iden

ix 
Sv

OHL

Aion

oratory 
J/ax * Ev

Aasoc. Din 
cp.*A.D.-Ad 
«P--AD.-Inv

pec. Inc.
raining _ 

Coox 
«ephon« Itnu 

Directed S?c‘y ,
b6
b7C

PROPOSED TRIAL OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, FEBRUARY 

10, 1975, S«. AIM) OOf MIHMEADQUIC.

ON JANUARY 30, 1975, SPECIAL AGENT, DIVISION b6
b7C

. OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS CDCI), SOUTH DAKOTA ATTORNEY GENERAL’S

OFFICE, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, ADVISED THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

• HAS SCHEDULED PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS FOR BANKSaON FEBRUARY 10 AND 14?

1975, AND ANTICIPATED TRIAL DATE TO BEGIN FOR JURY SELECTION ON

FEBRUARY'S-.. STATED-SOUTH DAKOTA-ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S

OFFICE* ANTICIPATES THE “STATE' TRIAL OF BANKS TO LAST FROM THREE TO SIX

WEEKS. BANKS BEING TRIED ON SOUTH DAKOTA CHARGES OF RIOT AND RIOT

sWHERE ARSON COMMITTED, BOTH FELONIES UNDER THE SOUTH DAKOTA CRIMINAL

^(( LijW-
7?*

■■



Tim MD 9

STATUTES* ADVISED THE LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE CUSTER, b6
------------------------ b7C

SOUTH DAKOTA, AREA ARE EXTREMELY HOSTILE TO MEMBERS OF AMERICAN 

INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)* | ~| ADVISED ALL RESIDENTS ARE KNOWN TO

BE HEAVILY ARMED AND DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AS EXTREMELY VOLATILE*
. j THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN . -

, MINNESOTA IN 1965, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE

AMERICAN INDIAN.^ AIM WW LED AND PARTICIPATED IN 

CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, 

NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA* 
i

• ,AIMj LED THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE,

SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973.
----- ~ “SAMAS’ED

IFOR. INFORMATION, CUSTER COUNTY COURT HOUSE^AtJD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
BUILDING^ CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, WB BURNED TO THE GROUND

ON FEBRUARY 6, 1973^ THE FIRESWwA RESULT OF AN AIM PROTEST WHEREIN 
AIM. VAS', PROTESTING THE CHARGES OF MANSLAUGHTER PLACED'aGAINST WHITE 

DEFENDANT IN THE DEATH OF WESLEY BAD HEART BULL* THE RIOT ENSUED AND
I A

THE BUILDINGS WERE BURNED* NUMEROUS POLICE OFFICERS AND OTHERS I , I



PAGE. THREE MP 157-4319

admini^ative • ‘ ’ ' , " '
RECEI^G OFFICES REQUESTED TO IMMEDIATELY ALERT ALL SO^RCESAND 

INFORMANTS RE pfeftQSED TRAVEL TO CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOW^fNSUPPORT OF 

DENNIS BANKS, AND ADV>SEMINNEAPOLIS OF ANY I NEWTON RECEIVED,

MINNEAPOLIS WILL MAICLOSE CONTACT WITH APPROPRIATE LOCAL 
OFFICIALS IN CUSTER, SOUTH DAKO^^D KEEP THE BUREAU APPRISED OF 
any PERTINENT INFORMATION.^*^ ,

END;

FOR ANY QJJfiSriONS OR CORRECTIONS PLEASE CONTACT MIN&S^OLIS OFFICE.
ENI^^^ ■ •



HF? 004 AQ PLAIN

5:03' PM

FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

FFR.O 7J975
NITEL FEBRUARY 7, IStTS^ETYPE

TO

FROM

D

MINNEAPOLIS (157-4319)

CTOR

ALBUQUERQUE (15 7-909)

PROPOSED TRIAL OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CUSTER SOUTH DAKOTA

FEBRUARY 10, 1975 , EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS

RE MINNEAPOLIS TEL TO BUREAU, JANUARY 3^/ 1975

b6
b7C

amoc. Di 
Dcp.-A.D.-Adrx— 
Dep.'A.D.-Inv.__

Afst. Dir,: 
Adaiii, 
Comp,   
Ext. Af/aira „ 
Fil’d & --
Gen. Tav, ..

In*r>*ctk 
Jnt »t 
La '-\t tv *__

4 Eval_
Spe., In,. . ...._ 
TrtH k.x _____

Legal Ceun, _ 
Telephone Rel —
Director/Sec’y _

ALBUQUERQUE SOURCES CONTACTED AM),NOT AWARE OF

ANYONE FROM TH IS DIVISION PLANNING TRAVEL TO CUSTER FOR TRIAL.

SOURCES WILL REMAIN ALERT FOR ANY TRAVEL.

EM)

L» i V’t®111975

imerrierdiv 
U^CulAiD



EC LASSIEICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
HI AUTQLLATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
ATE 01-30-2020 b6

>0’0-!0»
•a* iH?
«A CfM MQ 1?

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Director, FBI (157-29309)

gat, Bern (157-29) (P)

date: 2/12/75

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM

Re; BERlet 1/6/75

Enclosed are a copies of:

QQ Letterhead Memorandum dated: ^ZAZZZ^ Q Item dated:

Q Fingerprints £□ Photograph

2

Received by Legat, Bern, on 1/28/75 From;

I

Other:

Enclosure is classified

Bureau is requested to check:

Q Mamets) in Bufiles
(*7 Name(s) and/or fingerprints in Identification Division

£2 Foregoing furnished for information.

Remarks: i.Aa jfcy

FEB 25 1975

Bureau (Enc-8) > '
1 - Foreign Liaison (Enc-1)
1 - Minneapolis (Enc-1)(Info)
1 - New York (Enc-1)(Info)
1 - WFO (Enc-1)(Info)

3 - Bern (15^27; 157-23) (157-29)
HDGilM .aX



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. C.

February 12, 1975

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

T-l, a confidential source abroad, has informed as 
follows:

DENNIS BANKS, born December 4, 1937 at Federal Dam,
b7D

Classified by 4379
Exempt from GD3, Category 1 
Date of Declassification Indefinite



.ULY ttlTON

to :

Subject:

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 3/28/75

SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-11156)(P)

DENNIS JAME SHANKS
EM - AIM

.00: Minneapolis

* ’ “** J 1

. Minneapolis letter and letterhead memorandum
to the Bureau dated 12/1^/74. ,

Los Angeles has maintained contact with
•sources familiar with the activities of subject with no 
information noted.

LEAD '

LOS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. Will maintain con
tact with sources familiar with activities of DENNIS BANKS 
and advise'office of origin when pertinent. *—

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

REC 8 30?-

Bureau (RM) 
2 - Minneapolis 
2 - Los Angeles

MAG:mmw 
(6)

(157-846) (RM)

a APR 7 1975

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularlyon the Payroll Savings Plan



OPTIONAL FORM N0» 10
MAY EPfTKH 
44A FFMR («

UNITED STATES GO MENT

Memorandum
: \DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

FD-376
Secret

SUBJE

1975

$9'6*161-43

cn

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EH - AIM

date: 4/21/75

Re Minneapolis letter and LHM to the Bureau 
dated December 16, 1974.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of 
an LHM, dated and captioned as above. Copies of a 
FD-376 are attached to two copies of the LHM for 
dissemination to the United States Secret Service, 
Washington, D.C.

Ono copy of the IBM, along with one copy of a 
is being disseminated to the United States 
Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

INFORMANTS

Identity of Source

MP T-l is former

HP

MP

MP

T-2

T-3

T-4 is

Location of Information

<5 MAY I 1975

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ENCLOSURE
Bureau (Encs. 5) (RM)

2 - Minneapolis
ECzcac '
(4) ?

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

b7D



1. fX] Subject^ name is included in the ADEX.
2, g5| The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. 1 1 Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-I22 submitted .to the Bureau.
4. fX] A suitable photograph K~US r*lis not available.

Date photograph was taken■ .... -■
5. Q Subject is employed in a key facility and , , ,, ,J ,, , .. r..... - is charged with, 

security responsibility. Interested agencies r- ■ --........... -- ------- -

6. □ Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis.
a. Details of Report: „T r -_ „ —---------- - . , ......................................      —.........

b. Cover Pages: ______—__ ,_

7. Q Subject previously interviewed (dates) v. r-----—— - -.............. - - ------- —~——-—-—-•
S3 Subject was not Ixl interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason) 

of his being under current indictment on Federal~charges 
stemming frArn ..£bira H/wnRad Knnn STATC

I** 

■ i. 1 .3

8. n This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summaryt 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9. S3 This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall witbin the criteria because (state reason)

BANKS is the National Executive Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a member of the 
AIM Central Committee.

10. .©.Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division:
Submitted-- May  15, 1973 Placed jFi Yes 1 i No

(date) ■

11. © Subject designated and/or included in;
FT Key Activist Program Eft Extremist Photograph Album
gj Key Extremist .Program FT Weatherman Photograph Album
Fl Arab Terrorist Photograph Album



FI>376 <&v. 7-9-73)

UNITE TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS^E

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply. Please Refer ta 
fife No. 157-846

WASHINGTON, P.C. 2053$

April 21, 1975

Director
United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C- 20220 RE; DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1- O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. Q Attempts or threats to redress grievances..

3. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U> S. or foreign official.

4* Q Participation .in civil disturbances, anti-U. '8. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5- Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6- Q Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. S3 Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph fXi has been furnished Q enclosed Q is not available.

Very truly yours.

I - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure? s)) (1) (RM)
U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Eaclosure(s)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Na.

federal bureau of investigation 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

April 21, .1975

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On December 31, 1974, MP T-l advised that during 
the latter part of November, 1974, Banks flew to Vienna, 
Austria and attended a worldwide meeting of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), whose main purpose was to 
discuss Colonialism in the United States as it affects 
American Indians and other .minorities and what the WCC 
could do to help alleviate this situation.

of

An organization of 224 Protestant and 
Orthodox churches in 93 countries — 
actively campaigns lor social Justice 
and has granted financial support to 
several liberation movements.

—The Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, Tribune, 
a daily newspaper 
December 2, 1974

b7D

Banks returned to the United States several days 
later with no money or commitments, but with many words 
of encouragement and promises to help.

Sources whose identities are 
concealed herein have iurnished 
reliable information in the past, 
except where otherwise noted.

This document contains neither recommen
dations nor conclusions of the FBI. It 
is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency;,it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency.

ENCLOSURE



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

The source further advised that in the event 
that Banks is convicted by the State of South Dakota, 
on charges stemming from Banks’ involvement in the 
AIM-led demonstrations in which the Custer County 
Court House and other buildings were burned. February 6 
1973,

On January 11, 1975, MP T-2 advised that 
Dennis Banks will be working with the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) (See Appendix) Speaker’s Bureau in which 
Banks will be traveling around giving speeches at 
various colleges.

In the February 28, 1975 issue of ’’The Massa
chusetts Daily Collegian/' the official student newspaper 
of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Massachu
setts, there appeared an article entitled, ’’Banks Warns of 
Indian Warfare," Banks spoke to approximately 600 in the 
celebration of the Second Anniversary of the Indian Take
over of "Wounded Knee, Banks spoke at the Campus Center 
Auditorium, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massa
chusetts on February 27, 1975.

MP T-3 on February 11, 1975, advised that Banks 
stayed at the Frontier Hotel on the evening of February 9, 
1975 in las Vegas^ Nevada. Banks gave an address of 12900 
Mulholland Drive, Beverly Hills, California, which is 
believed to be the home of Marlon Brando.

______________On February 20. 1974. MP T-4 advised that if_______

b7D

b7D

2



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

In an article appealing in the March 11, 1975 
final edition of the Rapid City Journal, a paper of 
general circulation in Rapid City, South Dakota area, 
entitled "Delay Granted in Banks Trial," the ’following 
Information was obtained:

The South Dakota Supreme Court has granted 
delay in the trial of American Indian Movement Leader 
Dennis Banks, and has delayed the starting of Banks* 
trial until at least, June 16, 1975. Banks is on tri_al 
Iof a charge resulting from a February 6, 1973 inci^h^ 
in which AIM-led demonstrators clashed with law enforcement 
officials on the Custer, South Dakota Main Street. The 
County Court Mouse and other local buildings were set 
on fire-.

On March 4, 1975, MP T-l advised that Dennis 
Banks is currently the National Executive Director of 
-the AIM and very active.__ Source went on to advise that

b7D

b6
b7C

______________ ,__________ | of the St. Paul 
Chapter of the American Iridian 
Movement (AIM).

Minneapolis Tribune 
February 3, 1975

Banks left Lincoln, Nebraska on the evening 
of January 5, 1975 and became actively Involved as a 
negotiator visiting the occupied Abbey almost daily.

3



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Source advised that in,November, 1974, AIM’s 
Western National Office vas established at 19^ Avenue , 
23, Venice, California by the direction of Dennis Banks. 
This office operates directly under Ihe direction of 
Banks and is on the same level of commmd ad the National 
Office in St. Paul, Minnesota.

On March 6. 1975. MP T-l advised that Banks
b6
b7C
b7D

ARMED AND DANGEROUS



V

APPENDIX

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMBIT

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was formed in
1968 at Minneapolis. Minnesota, by
Dennis Banks and I I Chippewa Indians, as a
civil .rights organization. Its stated goals are to secure 
Indian self-determination and the right to be and think 
Indian; to eliminate the destructive tendencies of 
Christianity, white-oriented education and the Federal 
Government from Indian life, along with the yoke of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not
considered to be violence-prone. Members of AIM, however, 
led by violence-prone leaders, participated in the takeover 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Building, Washington, D. C., 
during November, 1972, and participated in confrontations 
with local authorities, resulting in violence at Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota. 
From 2/27/73, through 5/8/73, these leaders with AIM 
members and supporters occupied Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
by force of arms. Since that time AIM leaders, members 
and supporters have been involved in numerous confrontations 
with local and Federal authorities, including the shooting 
and killing of a deputy sheriff in Arizona, and the severe 
beating of two police officers in South Dakota. A county 
court house, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was extensively 
damaged during a disturbance .at the Wounded Knee nonleadership 
trials.

From 1/1/75 through 2/3/75, a group of Indians led by.
a Wisconsin AIM leader took over the Alexian Brothers Novitiate, 
Gresham, Wisconsin. Subsequent couit appearances by those 
involved in the takeover have resulted in disturbances and 
violence with minor injuries to numerous individuals 
including police officers.

5



OrriONAb FORM NO. 10 
wvr !»r» COITION

I UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To ' DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date; 5/22/75

M : SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-11156) (RUC) '

1 Subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM-AIM
00: Minneapolis

Re Los Angeles letter to the Bureau, dated 3/28/75.

Contact with sources familiar* with activities of the 
American Indian Movement in the Los Angeles Division have been 
negative concerning subject.

Inasmuch as no further investigation remains 
outstanding this matter is considered RUCd.

ST-105

AEC6Z 1^ 7

{2>4 Bureau (RM) 
- Minneapolis (157-846) (RM)

1 - Los Angeles
b6
b7C
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. FORM HO, 1», ..W-t i»u torrtON 

«»A '«» «1 CF»> 1*1.11,* 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 7/2/75

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)

DENNIS JAME SHANKS

EM - AIM

Re Minneapolis letter and LHM to Bureau, both dated 
4/21/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of LHM, 
dated and captioned as above. Also, two copies of FD-376 
are attached for dissemination of LHM to Secret Service at 
Washington, D.C.

One copy LHM being disseminated to Secret Service, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

INFORMANTS

Identity of Source

MP T-l isl

MP T-2 is

MP T-3 is a source whose identity 
source page.

Location of Information

appears on the non-symbol

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

LEAD

Will follow activities of BANKS.

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION

JUL

Payroll Savings Plan

£2)- Bureau (Enc.
2 - Minneapolis 
JDH:jmf 
(4)

UL18®5
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Bsgularly



MP 157-846

NON-SYMBOL SOURCE PAGE

MP T~3 isl I
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Minneapolis, Minnesota (by request).

b6
b7C



FO-395 ?ftev. 5-29-74)

1. S] Subject’s name is included In the ADEX.
2- S3 The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
3. Q Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau.
4. S3 A suitable photograph PT,is p^is not available.

Date photograph was taken 4 973 . '----- - - ------------ ,
5. Q Subject is employed in a key facility and , .......... is charged with

security responsibility. Interested agencies are ■ ■ - -------r... ,v

6- O Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis.
a. Details of Report: - ---------- - -................... - ............... - ----- -------- - ------

b. Cover Pages:---------- ------ -. . ...... -. - ... ............

7. O Subject previously interviewed (dates) - ■ - - ....... - ......... —................ . __----  - - ... ....
g^Subject was not JQ interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason) 
because he is under indictment.

3- C This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9- CD This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall within the criteria because (state reason)

BANKS is the National Executive .Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM), BANKS is currently a member of the 
AIM Central Committee.

10. IS Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 
gj Submitted___ 5/15/73__________ Placed Yes Q No

(date)

D?) Subject designated and/or included in:
£3 Key Activist Program
£3 Key Extremist Program
D Arab Terrorist Photograph Album

Qt Extremist Photograph Album 
Weatherman Photograph Album

3* -



In Pleast P^tr to
Fife No. 157-846

Ux£bd states department oiWstice

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. '20535

July 2, 1975

Director
United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C- 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir; >

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1- O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. Q Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. fl Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile * 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments-

5- fl Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. fl Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. 158 Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph Bel has been furnished fl enclosed Q is not available.

Very truly yours,

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enc!osure(s» (1) (RM)
U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enclosure(s) (1) (RM)



In Reply, Pleate Refer w 
File Wo.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Minneapolis, Minnesota

July 2, 1975

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On April 27, 1975, an article entitled, "Banks
Calls for New Agency to Take Over BIA," appeared in the 
Rapid Citv Journal, a daily newspaper of general circulation, 
published at Rapid City, South Dakota. In the article, Banks 
spoke at Chadron State College, Chadron, Nebraska, and called 
for the establishment of a cabinet level agency to replace 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the repeal or amending 
of the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act, and an attempt to 
remove "the stranglehold BIA has on every final decision 
that should be made by Indians."

* I

On April 30, 1975, Dennis Banks traveled to Buffalo, 
New York, to participate in a demonstration during the sentenc
ing of John Hill, an American Indian, found guilty of murder 
during the 1971 Attica, New York, prison riot; however, 
the sentencing was postponed. Banks is alleged to have 
stated that disorders will occur if the sentence is severe.

MP T-l

The April 30, 1975, St. Paul Dispatch, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, published at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, carried an article entitled, "AIM Leaders Meet Map 
Group's Future." (See Appendix). Banks claimed that the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) will focus on education,

*******

Sources whose identities are con
cealed herein have furnished reliable 
information in the past, except 
where otherwise noted.

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

particularly the "survival" schools.

Other topics discussed at the meeting attended by 
eighteen AIM leaders "were:

(1) Establishment of a permanent Legal Action 
Committee;

(2) Plans to prevent further Infiltration of AIM 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation Informants;

(3) Struggle for Treaty Rights;

(4) Support *of political struggle on Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation against Richard Wilson, Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Chairman; and

(5) AIM sponsored ban on tourism in South Dakota.

On May 21, 1975, Banks spoke at the ceremonies 
opening an AIM sponsored "Survival School" in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He stated he had a personal vendetta against South 
Dakota Attorney General William Janklow, who, Banks claimed 
once raped an Indian girl. He also stated that AIM "was "joining 
forces with third world groups located in Micronesia, South 
Africa, and South America,"

MP T-2

On June 2, 1975, MP T-3 learned that an article 
appeared in the "U.S. Stars and Stripes," a daily newspaper 
published by the United States Army which reported that Banks 
had stated "there will De a revolution on a different Indian 
reservation each and every month this summer," until the Indian 
question is resolved.

On June 14, 1975, the Minneapolis Tribune, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, published at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, reported that Circuit Judge Marshall Young, presiding 
judge in Banks' trial stemming from disorders at Custer, 
South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, had dismissed charges of 
riot, injury to a public building, conspiracy to commit second 
degree arson and arson at the request of the state.

- 2* -



NR 007 MP PLAIN 
<

4:00 PM AUGU8T

ferny w afttsnacnoa 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ;

19 75 DSC

011975

TYPE

TO DIRECTOR (157-29305)

61 M ME D I ATE

V
FROM1

RAPID CITY

MINNEAPOLIS (15 7-846)

ATTENTION:
1

D, GID
b6
b7C

DENNIS JAtES^BANKS, EM - AIM

pepM 
Dep.-A

:AMU W 
Admia- 
Comp. Sys^ ■
Ext A«»^* 
Files & CoO" 
Gen. Inv. 
Ident — 
Ywpect 

ntvli.
Ltbsufttery — — 
Pita & EvxL —■ 
Spec. In-?.-------- 
Truiainz ——■

Coua------
Telep^ae Iga. — 
Director {S*fr —

ON AUGUST 1, 1975 , A SOURCE , WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFO
, _ H 1- I ■ Jt

IN THE PAST , ADVISED THAT HE HAS LEAR JED FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS ’

CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH AFRICAN IIDlAN MOVEMENT (AIM) FEWER S AND 

SUPPORTERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA THAT THESE PEOFLE ARE DEPRESSED TO .A GREAT

DEGREE^^R THE PROSFECT THAT BANKS, AN AIM LEADER, WILL BE SENTENCED

TO A PRISON TERM ON AUGUST 5, 1975, BY SOUTH DAKOTA CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE MARSHALL YOUNG . I

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) VAS FOUNDED IN MINNESOTA IN z' 
1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. Al|U*------  '

LED AW PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN

SCOTTSBLUFF, JEB ., AW THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA

AIM LED THE TAKEOVER AW OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOT

IN FEBRUARY - MAY, 1973.

BANKS VAS FOUW GUILTY BY JURY AT CUST UTH DAKOTA 5
“s!

1975 g

JXY 26, 1975, OH TWO OF THE FIVE COUNTS ON WHICH HE WAS GIV£lTTlf&LT



PAGE TWO

HE WAS FOUt© GUILTY ON A CHARGE OF RIOT WHILE ARMED WITH CLUB AND

ON ONE COUNT OF ASSAULT WITHOUT INTENT TO KILL ♦ HE WAS ACQUITTED ON 

THE FOLLOWING CHARGES: SECOND DEGREE ARSON AID TWO COUNTS OF BURGLARY.

ABOVE SOURCE STATED THAT VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS THROUGHOUT THE 

U.S. ARE BEING CONTACTED BY AIM MEMBERS AN) SUPPORTERS REQUESTING 
THAT PROMINENT I© I VID UAL S THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY BE CONTACTED FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING THEM TO SEN) TELEGRAMS TO JUDGE MARSHALL 

YOUNG RE QUE ST I IB THAT HE BE LENIENT IN CO NIE CT ION WITH HIS SENTENCING 
OF BANKS. SOURCE STATED JUDGE YOUNG MOST PROBABLY WILL BE ’"S 

INU©ATED WITH TELEGRAMS.

ADMINISTRATIVE: RAPID CITY AT RAPID CITY, SD , WILL FURNISH 

ABOVE INFO TO JUDGE YOUNG AS HE MAY BE FOREWARNED OF A POSSIBLE 

DELUGE OF TELEGRAMS. SOURCE IS

END

b6
b7C



M । H(Rcv?h7.72)*

FEDERA BUREAU OF INVI»TIGATION

Htf>ORTM*DC CY

reporting office orriCE OF ORIGIN OATt INVESTlGATtVC PERIOD

MINNEAPOLIS ■ MINNEAPOLIS 9/29/75 6/10 - 8/6/75

CHARACTER OF CASE

cmkb6
J___ b7C ;DENNIS JAMES^ANKS

EM - AI^

REFERENCE

Minneapolis airtel and LHM to the Bureau, dated July 2, 1975.

- P

ADMINISTRATIVE

One copy of this report is being disseminated locally1 
U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Identity of Special Agent attending the press conference on 
August 6, 1975, is SA1 I < < 'b6 i■*i

b7C

CQNViC,

Two (2) copies of an FD-376 are attached.

ACCOMPU$KMEHT$ CLAIMED
RECOVERIES

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN charge

ACQUIT
TALS

PCNWNC Q 
ROSECUTfON 

OVER SIX MON THS /'nW

APPROVE© 

COPIES MAOtl

Bureau (157-29309)

1 - U. S. Secret Service, 
, Minneapolis, Minnesota

DO NOT WRITE !N SPACESJfELOW

^3^m. H
2 - Minneapolis (157-846)

1. OCT 2 ^75

&
Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Ag«cy * h

Rojmm Reed. zj. -*
Date fv.d.

Hox IfVbd. K 70 CT3’x /? ✓
--

COVER PAGE

Notation*, ,



MP 157-846

Identity of Source

INFORMANTS

Location

MP T-l is b7D

MP T-2 is

MP T-3 is

MP T-4 is

MP T-5 is

LEAD

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA.

Will continue to follow activities of DENNIS JAMES BANKS.

- B - 
COVER ,PAGE



B
O

SS Subject’s name is included in the ADEX.
The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current.
Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau,
A suitable photograph C2S*s Ojajpot available.
Date photograph was taken. *3 _ _

5. Q Subject is employed in a key facility and , -■ - — is charged with
security responsibility. Interested agencies are ■ - ........ ---.........- - - ------

6. Q Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis,
a. Details of Report: ------- ------ --------------- ------ -........................................ n. .r

b. Cover Pages:----------- ----- ----------------- „. - - ....--------- .--------

7. O Subject previously interviewed Wates)„__^__™_______ -
[^Subject was not £3 interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason)

He was under indictment and subsequent prosecution. There
after, upon a guilty verdict by the jury, he fled the state 
of South Dakota and his current whereabouts are unknown.

8. Q This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an ED-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation.

9- IS This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
.fall within the criteria because (state reason)

BANKS is currently a member of the AIM Central Committee. 
He is also the National Executive Director of the AIM.

10. Security Flash Notice (ED-165) to identification Division;
£3 Submitted__ "SX-ixL-Zxix-., „ - , ,,_ Placed rxi Yes CH No

(date>

11. CJSubject designated and/or included in:
Q Key Activist Program FX Extremist Photograph Album
QKey Extremist Program Q Weatherman Photograph Album

______ C3 Arab Terrorist Photograph Album
- C* -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. JOUS

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Director September 29, 1975 ln R,ply, pIeo$e Refcf fo
United States Secret Service FtNo. 157-846
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
.to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1- O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. Q Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. O Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4- Q Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S> demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5- O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. Q Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7, Ixl Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph [xl has been furnished f73enclosed £3 is not available.

Very truly yours,

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

I - special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1) (RM)
u. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enclosure^) (1)



t 30-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyfo: 1 - U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Report of: 
Dote: septemoer zy, xy75

Field Office Fite #; 157-846

office: Minneapolis,
Minnesota

Bureau File #: 157-29309

b6
b7C

Title: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Character: EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS alleged that the BIA is attempting 
to end AIM. He calls for boycott of America’s Bi
centennial celebration. He claims AIM emphasis has 
shifted to education. He calls for neutral law enforce
ment on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. BANKS found 
guilty on charges of Riot and Assault with Dangerous 
Weapon; he failed to appear for sentencing 8/5/75.

- P -

DETAILS:

Sources whose identities are 
concealed herein have furnished 
reliable information in the 
past except where otherwise 
noted.

Tbit document neither rewAeoeodatioo* &oc concluuc^e of the FBI. It » the property of the FBI and it loaned to yew it k* coojtirt*
are AOt to be distributed outside your afmey.
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A characterization of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) can be found in the attached 
appendix page«

On June 10, 1975, the "Rapid City Journal," a daily 
newspaper of general circulation published at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, printed an article attributed to the Associated Press 
entitled "BANKS Says AIM Meeting May Move to South Dakota." The 
article states that the AIM National Convention being held^at 
Farmington, New Mexico, may move to South Dakota where "our people 
are being killed." He alleged that the shooting of RUSSELL MEANS 
near Cannonball Bridge, North Dakota., is "a clear indication of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) goal to stop the American 
Indian Movement at all costs." He alleged that the shooting was 
an assassination attempt by the BIA.

RUSSELL MEANS holds no national office; however, 
he is a member of the Central Committee of AIM, 
a decision-making body,

MP T-l
January 28, 1974

BANKS continued by saying, "South Dakota is where our 
people are being killed and now it's spilling over into North 
Dakota. Officers of AIM are calling a national combat alert."

On June 12, 1975, an article entitled "AIM Says Bi
centennial Time of Misery, Murder," appeared in the "Rapid City 
Journal," supra. The article states that DENNIS BANKS indicates 
that America’s Bicentennial represents 200 years of nothing but 
misery and murder to the Indian community. BANKS further stated 
that (AIM) had called "for an international year of mourning. We 
will advocate to the tribes to seal off the reservations so that 
they will deny commerce to the reservations."

On June 12, .1975, AIM made a press release which was 
captioned "AIM Forms Native American People's Bicentennial 
Commission." In part, the release by AIM National Executive 
Director DENNIS BANKS and AIM International Director VERNON 
BELLECOURT, announced "European support for an international

- 2 -
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‘boycott America's Bicentennial1 which is being organized by 
AIM .and other groups in Europe that support native American 
people's rights."

The press release stated that BANKS and BELLECOURT 
had traveled recently to France and Germany to gain inter
national attention to halt the abuses and injustices against 
native Americans.

In announcing this year o£ mourning, BANKS and 
BELLECOURT stated that "while white America celebrates and 
rejoices over her accomplishments and riches, native Americans 
still suffer from hunger, malnutrition, high suicide rates, 
alcoholism, highest infant mortality rates, slum conditions, 
inadequate health care, and corruption and murder on the reser
vation .

While America celebrates her 200th year of indepen
dence, Indian people suffer from colonialism. The 371 broken 
treaties mark our loss of sovereignty, land and freedom.

What is most ironic about this Bicentennial is that 
(President) FORD and (Vice President) ROCKEFELLER have teamed 
up to present to the world another gross fabrication of life in 
the United States" They call upon citizens to support the 
native American people's Bicentennial march to Mount Rushmore 
on July 4 by holding peaceful vigils or mass rallies at appro
priate Federal buildings. In Europe there will be vigils and 
rallies at U. S. Embassies.

On June 13, 1975, an article entitled, "Confrontation 
is Possible, Says BANKS," appeared in the "Bismarck Tribune," 
a daily newspaper of general circulation published at .Bismarck, 
North Dakota, which quotes DENNIS BANKS as saying, "I certainly 
don't look forward to a confrontation, but they are pushing us 
to a confrontation, *’ This comment was made in reference to the 
presence of the San Juan County Sheriff's Posse members parading 
in Old West Galvalry uniforms at their annual parade in Farmington, 
New Mexico. BANKS continued his comments regarding confrontations 
by saying, "We have never planned any demonstrations that we have 
been involved with. But we have always responded/'

- 3 -
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The June 13, 1975, edition of the "Dickinson Press," 
a daily newspaper of general circulation published at Dickinson, 
North Dakota, ran an article entitled, "AIM Sees Conspiracy," 
wherein DENNIS BANKS was quoted as saying, "They should know 
that if we’re there, something might happen. It is a direct 
affront to the American Indian Movement." BANKS was referring 
to the annual parade of the San Juan County Sheriff's Posse 
members .at Farmington, New Mexico.

The June 13, 1975, edition of the ".Rapid City Journal 
supra, ran an article entitled, "BANKS Says AIM Campaign May 
Intensify," In making reference to AIM efforts against the BIA, 
BANKS told a news conference during the AIM National Convention 
at Farmington, New Mexicoj "It is going to be a hot summer for 
them, probably their last. I’m not going to personally rest 
until the BIA Is dead and buried. We cannot tolerate another 
day of BIA existence," In the article BANKS alleged his group 
has been infiltrated by at least 300 Indians working for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA),

During a meeting at the AIM National Convention in 
Farmington, New Mexico, on June 12, 1975, DENNIS BANKS indicated 
to those present that a caravan would be established at Farmington 
to travel to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passing through the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation, Rosebud. South Dakota, to attend the trial 
of I I b6

b7C

AlthoughI
AIM, he is considered the

MP T-2
June 20, 1975 

holds no office in

MP T-l
January 28, 1974

The July 5, 1975, edition of the "Minneapolis Star,", 
a daily newspaper of general circulation published at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, published a story entitled., "AIM Leader Says White 
Americans Are On Trial." On July 4, 1975, at Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial, outside of Rapid City, South Dakota, DENNIS 
BANKS is quoted as saying, "For 199 years we've been on trial, 
and for 199 years we've been found guilty. The next 200 years 
will not be like the last. >

- 4 -
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All this year the United States of America will 
be on trial by Indian people. How white America handles the 
next year will determine its punishment."

The June, 1975, edition of "Crazy Horse News," a 
monthly publication of general circulation published at 
Manderson, South Dakota, published an article entitled, "AIM 
Leaders Plead Indian Cause.” The article states that DENNIS 
BANKS and VERNON BELLECOURT., supra, traveled to Berlin, West 
Germany, and Paris, France, during a tour where they met with 
world-wide groups of sympathizers which involved traveles to 
the South Pacific as well as Europe. The purpose of the trip, 
according to BANKS-, is "to inform the general public of current 
events and keep them up to date on the plight of the native 
American." BANKS stated that an auction organized by professors 
at the University of Paris to raise funds for AIM netted $4,999/00, 
the largest amount they can bring into the United States "because 
of legal problems." BANKS alleged that there is a great shift 
within Indian communities to reject the bureaucracy and demand 
control over themselves, AIM recently incorporated and its top 
priority will be "to advance the well-being, self-determination 
and cultural preservation of the native peoples of the .American 
continents;" this is according to their incorporation articles.

BANKS stated that in April, AIM leaders met to weigh 
methods employed in the past and decided to put emphasis on 
education. When asked if AIM’s militant stand was mellowing its 
ideology or actions, "BANKS responded by saying, "No, we're 
getting tougher. We've had time to look at our problems in 
revolutionary methods and community living and many Indian 
communities have called a moratorium on the use of drugs and 
the high rate of alcoholism." He indicated that "survival 
schools" are starting up in parts of the U. S.

On July 24, 1975, the "St. Paul Dispatch," a daily 
newspaper of general circulation published in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
published a story entitled, "BANKS Seeking Neutral Force at Pine 
Ridge." The article states that at a news conference in Custer, 
BANKS indicated that ATM would recognize and respect people 
assigned to carry out the responsibilities of law and order on 
the reservation. This force should be independent of AIM, the 
BIA and the philosophy of Oglala Sioux Chairman RICHARD WILSON.

- 5 -
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The Sun Dance, a religious ceremony, which was held
on the property of I L supra, on the Rosebud
Indian Reservation was attended by DENNIS BANKS and other AIM 
leaders.

b6
b7C

MP T-3
August 4, 197.5

On August 4, 1975, DENNIS BANKS and other AIM leaders
left the Sun Dance ceremony at I Ion the Rosebud
Indian Reservation and traveled to Minneapolis, Minnesota.

b6
b7C

MP T-5
August 12, 197.5

Following the murders of two FBI Agents on the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation on June 26, 1975,

MP T-4 
July 19, 1975

On June 11, 1975, the ’’Rapid City Journal,” supra,
published a story indicating that South Dakota authorities had 
submitted a motion to dismiss the following charges against 
DENNIS BANKS;

(1) Riot
(2) Injury to a Public Building
(3) Conspiracy to Commit Second Degree Arson
(4) Arson

This motion was granted by Pennington County Circuit Judge MARSHALL 
YOUNG on June 10, 1975.

The same newspaper on June 16, 1975, printed a story
indicating that the jury selection for the trial of DENNIS BANKS 
had begun on June 9, 1975.

- 6 -
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9

On July 11, 1975, the "St, Paul Pioneer Press," a 
daily newspaper of general circulation published at St. Paul-, 
Minnesota, ran a story indicating that Judge YOUNG, presiding 
Judge, -denied the defense motion to dismiss charges against 
BANKS. The trial began on July 11, 1975,

The July 27, 1975, edition of the "St. Paul Pioneer 
Press," supra, published a story entitled, "AIM leader BANKS 
Found Guilty of Riot," which story indicated that BANKS was 
found guilty on counts of Riot While Armed with a Dangerous 
Weapon and Assault with a Dangerous Weapon without Intent to 
Kill on July 26, 1975.

On August 5, 1975, WILLIAM JANKLOW, Attorney General, 
State of South Dakota, advised that DENNIS BANKS was to appear 
at the Circuit Court, Custer, South Dakota, on this date for 
sentencing following his conviction of July 26, 1975. BANKS 
failed to appear and presiding Circuit Court Judge MARSHALL 
YOUNG revoked BANKS1 bond and issued a bench warrant charging 
him with failure to appear. Coincidentally, JANKLOW also 
advised that he had been in contact with the Federal Court 
authorities at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, that date and that| 

Hhad failed to appear for sentencing 
there, following their conviction for their participation in 
the Wounded Knee takeover. (See appendix).

On August 6, 1975, VERNON BELLECOURT conducted a 
press conference at the Native American Center, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, which was attended by an Agent of the FBI, BELLECOURT 
advised that BANKS is a fugitive from injustice and has gone into 
exile. He also stated that BANKS would ..continue as the National 
Director of AIM and he will oversee its operations no matter 
what country he is in.

b6
b7C

7 -
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. APPENDIX

1

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT

A source advised on May 22^ 1975, that ' '
the American Indian Movement (AIM) was formed in 1968 
at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as a civil rights organization 
with stated goals to secure Indian self-determination and 
to eliminate the destructive tendencies of Christianity, 
white oriented education and the federal government from 
Indian life, along with the yoke of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA)*

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are 
not considered violent-prone ; however, AIM members led 
by various violent-prone leaders have participated in 
the takeover of the BIA Building, Washington, D.C., 
in November, 1972, and participated in confrontations 
with local authorities which resulted in violence at 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska; the Rapid City - Custer area of 
South Dakota; the Occupation of Wounded Rhee, South Dakota, 
by force of arms from February 27, 1973, through May 8, 1973* 
Since that time AIM leaders, members and supporters have 
also been involved in numerous confrontations with, local 

and federal authorities, including the killing of a deputy 
sheriff in Arizona, the severe beating of two police 
officers in South Dakota, and extensively damaging a county 
courthouse at Sioux Falls, South Dakota* Other incidents 
which AIM has been a party to included the takeover of the 
Alexian Brothers Novitiate, Gresham, Wisconsin, the Fairchild 
Plant, Shiprock, New Mexico, and a Pork Plant in Wagner, 
South Dakota, all occurring in.early 1975.

- 8*-
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UNITED STATES ®VERNMENT

Memorandum
TO irector, FBI (157-29309) date: 1/7/76

from: AC, Minneapolis (157-846) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM
00: MP

ReMPrep of SA dated 9/29/75.

Since the submission of the referenced report, 
the Minneapolis Division .has been conducting extensive 
investigation to locate and apprehend captioned subject, 
a Federal fugitive. Furthermore, Minneapolis is not in 
receipt of any information concerning subject’s extremist 
activities.

Minneapolis is fully aware of the various sight
ings of BANKS; however, since none of these have resulted 
in any positive reportable information, Minneapolis feels 
that it should not be. placed in an LHM. When, and as 
soon as, any information is,received, it will be reported 
in a form suitable for dissemination.

(O- Bureau (RM) 
z - 'Minneapolis 
JDH:dkp

(4)

- * U.S. Savings Sands Ktgularly an tbs'"Payroll. Savings Plan.
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FBI
Date: 3/31/76

ansa it theVoilowing in 
* (Type in plaintext or code}

^AIRTFL AIRMAIL
(Precedence}

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)
SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMeOaNKS

EM - AIM
(00: MINNEAPOLIS)

A Re Minneapolis report of SA[______________ gated 
9/29/75 and Minneapolis letter to the Bureau dated 1/7/76.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four 
copies of an LHM dated and captioned as above.

Enclosed for San Francisco and Portland are two 
copies of above LHM.

Attached for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-376.

Minneapolis will disseminate a copy of LHM locally y 
to United States Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota, via / 
FD-376.

LEADS

SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Will follow 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS.

xtremist activities of
(57^ 3^^

d report extremist activities of

'2 - San Francisco (100-71996)
2 - Portland (Enc. 2) (RM)
2 - Minneapolis rcc*u6$0
JDH:sks
(8)

(Enc. 2) (RM)

b6
b7C

Approved: ~ - v L
57 APR 13

Sent

’IB APR 5

b6
b7C

M Per_
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PORTLAND

AT PORTLAND, and EUGENE, OREGON

’■/ill follow and report extremist activities nJ 
'DENNIS JAMES BANKS.

- 2* -



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON. D.C. SOWS

April 1, 1976

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20223

In Reply, Plea*# Refer fa 
File No.

RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

D O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2- f~l Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3- Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. O Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7- Bel Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph 1x1 has been furnished Q enclosed Q *s no* available.

Very truly yours.

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1)
U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enclosure(s) (j)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Pleat* Refer la 
Fil* fie.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Minneapolis, Minnesota

March JI, 1976

DENNIS JAMES .BANKS

On January 25, 1976, the St. Paul Pioneer Press, a 
newspaper of general circulation published daily at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, printed a story which indicates that Dennis James 
Banks, an American Indian Movement (AIM — See Appendix) leader, 
was arrested on January 24, 1976, by local police and agents 
of the FBI. Banks had fled the State of South Dakota in 
August, 1975, and had been wanted on a charge of Unlawful 
Flight to Avoid Confinement. Banks had heen ’found guilty on 
July 26, 1975, of being armed during a riot and assault with 
a dangerous weapon without Intent to kill.

The article also stated that Banks was wanted in 
Portland, Oregon, where he was indicted on December 22, 1975, 
by a Federal Grand Jury on four counts of violation of the 
.National Firearms Act and one count of being a convicted felon 
in possession of a weapon.

On January 26, 1976, the Minneapolis Tribune, a 
newspaper of general circulation published daily at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, ran a story which quotes Banks in a statement he 
issued from the El Cerrito, California, Jail, that his arrest 
is a "pattern that was established throughout the decades of 
Indian-white relations ... at a time in which the United 
States is on the eve of its 200th anniversary - 200 years of 
arresting Indians who have cried out for Justice and an end tp 
atrocities being committed on every reservation in this country".

"If I should die in prison, white America should be 
ashamed of, at least, not moving to correct (that policy)..."

***

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.



DENNIS JAMES B’NKS

The San Francisca Division advised an February 20, 
1976, t^at Banks appeared before United States Magistrate 
Richard S. Croldsmith, San Francisca, California, on February 
70, 1976, for removal in connection with indictment issued In 
December, 1976, by United States District Court, Portland-, 
Oregon. Banks’ attorney reauested the proceedings be continued 
until Anril 5, 1976, at which time he would waive removal to 
Portland, Oregon.

On February 24, 1976, the Minnesota Daily, a publica
tion printed dally at the University of Minnesota,'Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, Quoted Banks as saying ho ‘sees ’’AIM organizers as 
the key to redressing these wrongs and .securing constitutional 
rights for Indians".

He continued, "ATM today Is eight years old, . . 
but it Is already a national and international movement, with 
locals on most reservations and representatives in 30 foreign 
countries," Ue said AIM has recently made contacts with native 
Brazilians and after the current crisis, will call 'a "hemispheric 
council" to set down broader policies for all native-born 
peonies In North and South America.

- 2* -



APPENDIX 
(1)

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 
CHARACTERIZATION OF EXTREMI1 ORGANIZATION

A source advised on May 22, 1975, that the AIM 
was formed in 1968 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as a civil 
rights organization with stated goals to secure Indian 
self-determination and to eliminate the destructive 
tendencies of Christianity, white-oriented education 
and the Federal Government from Indian life, along with 
the yoke of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).

■i

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered violence-prone; however, AIM members led by 
various violence-prone leaders have participated in the 
takeover of the BIA Building, Washington, D. C., in 
November, 1972, and participated in confrontations with 
local authorities which resulted in violence at Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska; the Rapid City - Custer area of South Dakota; 
the Occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, by force of 
arms from February 27, 1973, through May 8, 1973. Since 
that time, AIM leaders, members and supporters have also 
been involved in numerous confrontations with local and 
Federal authorities, including the killing of a deputy 
sheriff in Arizona, the severe beating of two police 
officers in South Dakota, and extensively damaging a 
county courthouse at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Other 
incidents which AIM has been a party to included the take
over of the Alexian Brothers Novitiate, Gresham, Wisconsin; 
the Fairchild Plant, Shiprock, New Mexico; and a Pork Plant 
in Wagner, South Dakota, all occurring in early 1975.

Two FBI Agents were ambushed and slain by Indians 
on June 26, 1975, on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Indian 
Reservation. On November 25, 1975, four Indians were 
indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, in connection with the murder of the Agents. 
Sources advised on December 9, 1975, that all four in
dicted Indians are members of the AIM.
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or? MAY 10, 1976, 4^0! A SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFO

IN PAST, ADVISED HE HAD LEARNED OF A RUMOR AMONG MEMBERS OF THE

DENVER INDIAN CCMMUNITY THAT A "CONTRACT" HAS BEEN DEVELOPEDTO DISPOSE

CF DENNIS BANKS BEFORE HE CAN GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING INFO TO THE 
y*s* GOVERNMENT FOR A GRANT OF IMMUNITY. SOHRCc AWicrnl I__ b6

b7C 
b7D

AIM WAS FOUNDED IN MINNESOTA IN 1968, DEDICATED, TtO .IMPROVING
H iJ H ' ' 1 1 i ‘ 1

CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. AIM LED AND PARTICIPATED IN *



CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND 

THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LTD THE TAKEOVER 

AND OCCUPATION OF VOU DEO KNE?, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973. J 
___MIF- |X '

H THIS CONFIRMS TELEPHONE CALL MAY 14, 1976, TO I 
'1 1^-----------------

GENERAL CRIMES SECTION, WHEREIN IT WAS NOTED FBI IS SEPARATELY 

ADVISING DENNIS J?,MES BANKS, EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH HIS ATTORNEYS, 

OF THE RUMOR CONCERNING THE THREAT ON HIS LIFE. APPROPRIATE LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES AND U. S. ATTORNEY IN PORTLAND, OREGON, ALSO BEING 

ADVISED.
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J| 4?fay. _

TSLiaxAg

As^tDir- 
Add. 
’Ext ^TYai 
Fix & 

r6ca. Aiv. 
l&aat

IftKL

ON MAY 20, 1976, MP T-l, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABROAD WHO HAS 
PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN PAST,■TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED DENNIS V

james banks

CtRRENTLY STAYING AT THE MAC LEOD MOTEL, FORT MAC LEOD, ALBERTA,

CANADA, WITH CANADIAN Jl^ERICAN-INDIAN MOVEMENT, (AIM  

DRIVING A 1975 DODGE AUTO WITH

AR

PLATE

so urce'ad vised] b7D

UCn 1- b6V i KAY 25 1976 | »vcUS#

57JUN4 ’ 1



PAGE TWO MP 157-846
b7D

A NATIONAL PRESS RELEASE MADE BY THE AIM AT FARMINGTON, NEW

MEXICO, ON JUNE 12, 1975, IN CONNECTION WITH THE NATIONAL AIM COVEN

TION BEING HELD THERE, LISTED DENNIS BANKS AS THE CURRENT NATIONAL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THIS ORGANIZATION.

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED 

IN MINNESOTA IN 1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING 

CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. AIM LED 

and participated in confrontations with local 
AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND THE 

RAPID CITY - CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. 

aim led the takeover and occupation of wounded

knee, south Dakota, in February - may,. 1973.■» J 1
ADMINISTRATIVE :



page three mp ist-sag

MP T-l IS

(PER REQUEST)

BUTTE DETERMINE IDENTITY OF PERSON ASSIGNED REGISTRATION

AND ADVISE

PORTLAND DETERMINE IF BANKS IN VIOLATION OF ANY FEDERAL OR STATE

COURT RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED IN OREGON BY TRAVEL TO CANADA

END

SDS aCK FOR 007 FBIHQ
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b MESSAGE RELAY
p . I /) Immediate B<** - ■  —Aw   - „

Transmit in Vis tlw Attached iP^tJrgegt Message
tVJVode QNitel

From; Director. FBI

To: Legats:To: SAC?:

CH Top Secret ma MAY 25 1976

f<211071

ESubject (Text begins next $age):

O**. AO AJm
0*». AO kw,

WfM, 

t«*1L 

1*9*1 C*Mh

Foreign Liaison Unit 
JT^I Route .through for review 
[~n Cleared telephonically 

with----------------- — ■

Classification: QCaifMeatial

(23'fJnci ass i fie d

pi
AEDE&y. Of iKycsn&iT^
communications section

A

Tr^Uln^ 
Ttl^pUZ

TELETYPE UNIT



HOWL 6UHCWJ W UfYtSnWDOH
A GQMMUHiCATIONS SECTION

Auep. Dir. , 
Dep^AD^Adnu—

01 fiti CODE

MAY 1976

JIlEfYPE

Asst Dir,;
Adra. Serr.
Ext Affair 
Fin. & P 
Gon. Inv.tr 
Idcnt

_ In.pec 
/Y ^IntcUf

155PM URGENT HAY 15,1976 MAV

FBITO DIRECTOR

Laboratory
C-un. „ 

.Plan. & EvaL„ 
. Rec, 

Spec. Inv. 
Training Z___ 

Telephone Rm. _ 
Director Sec’y __

PORTLAND (89-94)

SAN FRANCISCO (88-10*)

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

(88-6431)

ASAO, RAPID CITY ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HERE I 
DATE^

PROVIDED RELIABLE

b6 
'b7C

0

§

CLAS.vIr

*23%
AIM

AKA; MARLON

FROM DENVER (88-10219)

EM -
DENNIS JAMES B

DENNIS JAMES'BdF.'

UFA: UFAP - UFAC

00: MP
ON MAY 14, 1976, A SOURCE WHO HA^

information in the past, was recontacted and he advised

THf RUMOR REGARDING AN ALLEGED CONTRACT TO DISPOSE OF

DENNIS JBANKS BEFORE HE COULD GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING

INFORMATION TO THE U. S 

ALLEGEDLY ORIGINATED ON 

AND ALLEGEDLY CAME FROM 

PRIOR TO HIS BEING SHOT

f 
I I ■

THE PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION

‘ i

RUSSELL । ^UR DAYS

IN SOUTH DAKOTA. SOURCE ADVISED ,

GOVERNMENT FOR a GRANT OF IMMUNITY

.iff

b6
b7C



DN 88-10219 * 
page wo

THIS RUMOR IS BEING SPEAD THROUGH NUMEROUS INDIAN .BARS IN

THE DENVER AREA AND WAS ALSO HEARD BY SOURCE FROM UNIDENTIFIED 

INDIANS FROM SOUTH DAKOTA APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AGO AT AN 

"ALL INDIAN BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT" HELD AT THE DENVER INDIAN 

CENTER, DENVER, COLORADO.

SOURCE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE ANY EXACT INFORMATION 

REGARDING THIS ALLEGED THREAT TO BANKS.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE DENVER AIRTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS, DATED MAY 11,1976;

MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, DATED MAY 14,1976; BUREAU

TELEPHONE CALLS TO DENVER ON MAY 14,1976; AND DENVER TELETYPE

TO THE BUREAU, DATED MAY 14,1976

SOURCE IS IDENTIFIED AS b7D

RAPID CITY WILL CONTACT SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH AMERICAN

INDIAN MOVEMENT, RUSSELL MEANS, AND DENNIS BANKS, IN AN EFFORT 

TO DETERMINE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THE ALLEGED



DN'88^10219

PAGE THREE
THREAT THAT A CO^TRACyis OUT TO DISPOSE OF DENNIS BANKS.

.DENVER WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SOURCE IN EFFORT

TO DETERMINE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS ALLEGED 

THREAT TO

ND

AJU FDHIQ CLR TIT



ra^ajffiwiFwfs/itai^

KR017 DU CODE MAY 14 197G

845 P?1 URGENT/MAY 14

TO:
/

DIRECTOR C 15 7-^T^S

PORTLAND (89-94)

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843)

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

FROM: DENVER (88-102 19)

DENNIS JAMES BANKS EM - AIM

DENNIS JAMES BANK?, AKA: MARLON

00: MINNEAPOLIS

RE MINNEAPOLIS

Assoc, Dir/Lg 
Dep^A.D.-A^ 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Serv. -_ 
Ext Affairs 
Fix & Pc 
Gen. lav. _1Z! 
ident 
In^Ation 
Intell. ..... 
Lafwratorv 
Legal Conn. __  
Plan. & EvaLyL 
Rec.
Spec.
Tr in! ng TliL-t

(

14, 1976, REGARDING

>7 nr-/

DENVER CONTINUING

J 
b6 
b7C

(88-6431)

b6
b7C

BRANDO; UFA; UFAP - UFAC

TEL'TO BUREAU MAY 14, 1976. RE BUREAU

TELCAL TOWENVER, MAY 14, 1976. 
k

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCE MAY

RUMOR OF A^LEDGED CONTRACT TO DISPOSE OF DENNIS BANKS HAS 

MET WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS

administrative

SOURCi IS IDENTIFIED AS

EFFORTS id LOCATE SOURCE FOR 
’I >

THREAT TO ^DENNI S'‘BA,NK? .
FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING

b7D

END TELE

SLR FBIHO

TU AND CLR

’ J;
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Message relay
- . . Plaintext v. — , , . . ,Transmit in Via Teletype the Attached f ] Urgent

From; Director, FBI

To: SACs:

Date
Message

To: tegats:

To:, b7E

AD A4*, M 
&O> AD fav,

r**ITor> Secret Of tSVESTiSAI
2± ' COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

21 HAY 21 1976 i

£■*, AHtirs

Classification: aCoo<Meptw 

' QSJ"OncUssified

Subject (Text begins iriext page); TELETYi

Foreign Liaison Unit 
r~71 Route through for .review 
T^~) Cleared telephonic ally 

with------ .. _

Rm, 
$«'y

M*n. „ 
VvW***^

Uv.

TELETYPE UNIT
'J



LU ! 111

. CH T^Y 19} !97£» * CO’’RID EFT I AL SOIPCF, W HAS FURfTSEFD 

RELWLR r^KO^Ml&N IM TEE PAST, ADVISED THAT EE HAD RECEIVED '

IEFOPYAT IO" FPCH AH IEDIAF» "AO EOT OOO , ’O IS FPO ¥ TH-

ROSEBUD EEOPV AT I O': IE SOUT'R DAKOTA, THAT AORIf!^ IEDIAH 

XOVEEERT (ATET FGLLCHEPS FOE ROTH "C’SETn A"? PIVEFIDCF 

st- RESERVATIONS FEEL DOHIS WRS IS TPMTOP TO THEIS CM’SE, -

’ALL" FEEL EE HAS SOLD CUT TO THE OOvrp’TOT AA? XUST EE

EL TH "AT ED • THS ? FI S FOP AIH * S FEEL I9 P SPA I PE ” ■*'’ HF '. . .. ..

STEXS FEO" THE AEriCO TAHTF TY TH? pvF”T PFOSEOVTOPS b7c
' ■' ‘ ~ " ’ ' ■ ’' ' ? " ' " ' 1 b7D

STD. THE OCUPT *T Hi£: RTCT’T THILL T" PnPTL'-"T.



3-2143)

A

1 -
1 -

b7C

Intelligence Divisionl -

INFORMATIVE note 
Out*.., 5Z.

Attached indicates s source, who has 
provided reliable information in the past, 
learned of a rumor among members of the 
Denver, Colorado, Indian community that a 
’'contract” has been developed to dispose o‘ 
American Indian Movement (AIM) leader Denn .s 
James Banks before he can furnish informat:.on 
to the U. S. Government in return for a grant 
of immunity. The source I I ]b7D

After coordination of this matter betc-een 
General Investigative Division and Intelli
gence Division, this information was tele-
phonlcally furnished to| Generab6
Crimes Section of the Criminal Division of
Department. Subsequently furnished by tele
type to the Deputy Attorney General, Attn: 
Analysis and Evaluation Unit; and, Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division. Attn: 
General Crimes Section (Attn:

thib7C

On 5/14/76 in the absence of Attorney
Iwas telephonic alb6 

advised that FBI, Portland, will notify Batiksb7c 
either directly or through his attorneys,
of the rumor pertaining to the threat on h: s 
life. Appropriate local authorities and U. 
Attorney in Portland would also be notifiec.

S

FAT:dsh CONTINUED - OVER



On 5/14/76 SupervisorF______b6 
Portland Office, was telepnonicaliy in-b7c 
structed by Intelligence Division Night 
SupervisorI I to handle
notification in accordance with the above.

Denver is continuing to follow this 
matter through the source, who is!

J who learned this 
information through "bar talk" and rumor 
in the Denver Indian community.

b6 
b7C 
b7D

APPROVED: 
Assoc, Dir^, 

Dep. AD 
Pep. AD Im

Asst. D;r.; 
Mm- Serv.

Eli. Affairs., 
Fin. & Pers.. 
Gen. Inv..,„. 
I Sent,,..,., 
inspec tie 
[etc

rAhAr^ri? -----  
LcgiJ Cnnn. ------,
Plan. A Eva!.,...--------  
Rec. Mgmt. .
Spec, inv------ -----
Training.------------„

- 2 -



COMOMOKSOIOH

MAY 141976
R005 MP CODE

A«t Bit.* 
Adm. Serr. _ 

Affairs
Kn-XPcr 
Ven. Iny.
Went

«:30 PM URGENT MAY 14, 1976

TO

DSC
Wspection 
XntelL
laboratory 

Coan.

FROM

DENNIS

DENNIS

DIRECTOR (157-^70^7

DENVER <88-10219)

PORTLAND (89-94)

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS
HEREI jfflStASSIFm
LAIS

| Plan. A EvaL 
f Ree, Mgmt .

Spec. Inv.
Training ..

Telephone Rm. 
DiJ-etor Sec'v _

MINNEARCL IS

JAMES BANKS

JAMES BANKS

(157-846) (88-0 431) (P)

EM - AIM

AKA; MARLON BRANDO; NFA; UFAP - UFAC; 00: MP

ON MAY 10, 1970, MP T-l, A SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE IN

IN PAST, ADVISED HE HAD LEARNED OF A RUMOR AMONG MEMBERS OF THE
DENVER INDIAN COMMUNITY .THAT A "CONTRACT" HAS BEEN DEVELOPED TO DISPOSE |

OF DENNIS BANKS BEFORE HE CAN GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING INFO TO THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT FOP A OP A MT DE TMMHMTTY.___GOTRCF ADVISED

0b7C 
Q
PS b7D
8
2

V220C Ti . Et HAY g

ni 9&;^DI CAT J|Q
;HO «fc aAIM LED AND PARTTCIPATED IN a /

AIM WAS FOLDED IN MINNESOTA 
CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN b6 

‘b7C



PAGE TWO

CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND

THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LED THE TAKEOVER 

AND OCCUPATION OF WOU DED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE DENVER AlRTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED MAY II, 1975.

SOURCE IS UNIDENTIFIED DENVER SOURCE.

DENVER PROVIDE BUREAU WITH IDENTITY OF SOURCE. TECONTACT SOURCE 

AND HAVE SOURCE ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE ORIGIN OF RUMOR AND DEVELOP 

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THREAT. IF VERIFIED ADVISE PORTLAND TO CONTACT

SUBJECTS* ATTORNEYS AND ADVISE THEM OF POSSIBLE THREAT TO BANKS* LIFE.

DO NOT DISCLOSE INFORMATION REGARDING b7D

b6
b7CIT SHOULD BE NOTED SUBJECT OF

CURRENTLY INCARCERATED FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM.

END



. SECTION

MAY ? 1 1976^4 

TELETYPE 
jlR 008 PD CODE/

M7:33PM NITEl/MAY 2b 1976 GMk

[TO: DIRECTOR . BUTTE

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) 

rapid city <info) 
SEATTLE (INFO)

FROM: PORTLAND (88-7637)(P>
DENNIS JaME^ANkS; EM - AIM J 00: MINNEAPOLIS.

Assoc. Dir. i_— 
Dep.-A-D^Adntw_ 

DepzA.D.-I»7., _
Asst Dir.: v 
Adm Serv. li:__ 
Ext Affaire _ 
Fin. & Pers._ — 
Gen. Inv., 
Ident 
Inspection 
Intell.
Eaborato 
Legal Court __  
Plan. & EvaL _ 
Rec. Mgmt __ 
Spec. lav.____ 
Training ____  

Telephone Rm. „ 
Director^ Sec’y ,4. j

^E MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO 

MAV 20, 1976.
THE BUREAU AND OTHER OFFICES,

FOR INFORMATION OF SEATTLE, ON MAY; 20, 1977, MP T-l, A

TION IN THE PAST, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED MINNEAPOLIS THAT

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABROAD, WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMA



. PAGE TtfO , PD 88-763?

SUBJECT KNOWN TO BE UTILIZING |975 DODGE AUTOMOBILE

WITH plate WHILE IN CANADA b6
b7C

AS FEDERAL INDICTMENT AGAINST BANKS IN DISTRICT OF 

OREGON DISMISSED, NO TRAVEL CONDITIONS EXIST FOR SUBJECT 

FEDERALLY; ALSO, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEyP 
MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON, ADVISED THAT NO STATE 

COURT RESTRICTIONS IN EXISTENCE REGARDING BANKS* RELEASE 

PENDING GOVERNOR’S DECISION REGARDING EXTRADITION TO SOUTH 

Dakota.
above INFORMATION BEING PROVIDED SEATTLE DIVISION 

FOR INFORMATION IN CASE SUBJECT SHOULD RE-ENTER UNITED 

STATES THROUGH WASHINGTON. 

ADMINISTRATIVE:

MP T-! IS

(PER 
REQUEST).



page three, pd 88-7637

SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH ASSISTANT DISTRICT

ATTORNEY (ADA> may 21, 1576, REVEALED CONDITIONS

ON SUBJECT’S RELEASE INCLUDED CONDITION THAT HE COULD ONLY 

LEAVE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF HANDLING HIS VARIOUS LEGAL 
matters.

AO A DESIRES TO ORDER HEARING ON EITHER

MAY 24, |976 OR MAY 2 5, 19 76, TO DETERMINE IF SUBJECT

IN VIOLATION OF RELEASE. ADA requires public

INFORMaTION '-INDICATING THAT SUBJECT PRESENTLY IN CANADA.

IT IS REQUESTED THAT SEATTLE AND BUTTE DIVISIONS 
• \ ____________________________________________________

CONTACT APPROPRIATE SOURCES,

|TO DETERMINE IF NEWS ARTICLES APPEAR IN CANADIAN 

NEWSPAPERS STATING that banks was IN CANADA TO

BUTTE AT BUTTE, MONTANA. CONTACT APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL 
I TO DETERMINE IF BANKS REGISTERED MAC LEOD HOTEL, 

FORT MaC LEOD, ALBERTA, AND REQUEST | |TO PROVIDE 

PORTLAND WITH COPY OF SUBJECT’S HOTEL REGISTRATION.

ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

tma ack for FIVE FBIHQ CLR



S3 Sc cobC

TO
PM NITELI0*:55

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

l976 SPR .. MAY 26197^
ORDIRE

ORTLAND <88-7637) •

rapid city <70-10239)
FROM S-9066)

• juaboratoVy ■—— I Legal Coun 
' Plan. & Eval „

Rec. Mgmt.
Spec. Inv. —.
Training .. > I 

TekpS*»^ H-x _

Asst, Dir,;
Adm. Serv.

A/fafr<

Inspections /

4

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS 
RE PORTLAND TELETYPE TO SEATTLE MAY 21,^76.

ON MaY 25, 1976, SE T-l, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABOARD, WHO

HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, FURNISHED THE

FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

b6
b7C
b7D

end page one

7'0 JUN 81976

. 7 JUN 1 1976
b6
b7C

<1



page three SE 88-9056

MINISTER’S PERMIT FOR TRAVEL OF BANKS IN CANADA ISSUED 

May 22, 1976, AND EXPIRED May 25, 1976. NO POSITIVE INFORMATION 

OTHER THAN INFORMATION FROM FORT MAC LEOD PLACES BANKS IN CANADA.

ADMINISTRATIVE 
SE T-I IS

WHOSE INFORMATION IS OBTAINED FROM EXTREMELY

b6 
b7C 
b7D

SENSITIVE SOURCE AND ITS CONTENTS SHOULD NOT BE DIVULGED OUTSIDE

of bureau.
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

m
END

MjW ACK FOR THREE TELS



i-

GR 386 PD CODE
FECEWL f&RE&J Of IWESTCU F^N

COMMUIdCAUOMS SECTION

3:35 p m mjt MAY 19, 1976 LJP

TO

WAY 1S iy/6
P„ , ,77^

DENVER (88-102 19)

MINNEAPOLIS (157-845)

RAPID CHY (15 7-846)

Atsuc Vir.
Dtp.-AD.-Adm— 
Dcp^Ant-----

Asst Dir.: 
Ajia. Seif. 
Ext Affuijf, 
Fin. & Pe 
Gen. Inv. 
Ident — 
Inspection 
IntelL 
Laboratory'.. 
Legal Ctux 
Plan. & . ,'vaL _ 
Bec. M' it 
Spec. J nv. ____  
Trail t____

Telep1 Rm. _ 
£)lr . "c'y —

FROM PORTLAND (88-7637) (P)
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

DENNIS JAMES

JAMES

00: MINNEAPOLIS

AIM

A^A; MARLON BRANDO; NFA; UFAP - U£AC;

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO FBIHG, MAY 14, 1976

ON MAY 19, 1976, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED

RELIABLE INFORMATION -IN THE .PAST, ADVISED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED

INFORMATION FROM AN INDIAN, NAME NOT KNOWN, WHO IS FROM THE

ROSEBUD RESERVATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA, THAT AMERICAN INDIAN

MOVEMENT (AIM) FOLLOWERS FROM POTH .ROSEBUD AND PINERIDGE

RESERVATIONS FEEL DENNIS RANKS IS TRAITOR TO THEIR CAU££

FEEL HE FAS SOLD OUT TO THE GOVERNMENT

Xb6
*b7C

*

J

ELIMINATED. THE BASIS FOR AIM’S FEEL 
STEMS FROM THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE^

PS REGARDING RANKS

OVERRENT PROSECUTORS

AND THE COURT AT HIS RECENT TRIAL IN PORTLAND

ADMINISTRAT IVE:

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE
1. ; >4

XEXOA

2

b6
b7C

HEC ।Jf

23 MAY 25/WS b6
b7C
b7D

3 ’!



PAGE TWO, PD 3S-7637

IT SHOULD BE NOTED BY RECIPIENT OFFICES' THAT ABOVE 

INFORMATION FURNISHED RY HAS FUR-RISKED WITHOUT

SOURCE BEING AWARE OF PREVIOUS THREATS AGAINST RANKS.

SINCE' ABOVE INFORMATION APPEARS TO BE OF SAME SUBSTANCE 

AS THAT PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED BY DENVER AND MINNEAPOLIS, AND 

BANKS HAVING PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED, PORTLAND HOT ATTEMPTING 

TO RECONTACT BANKS, UAC3. 

end ... 
HOLD

b7D

1



1 '

V -

nr 005

-4:GIPM

TO:

PD CODE

AL KJMWJ Of IMYtSnCATWh 
MUHICATIONS SECTION

URGENT -MAY 15, 1976 GMK
TELETYPE

DIRECTOR < 157- <88-62638)

DENVER (88-10129)

MINNEAPOLIS <157-846)(88-643L)

RAPID CITY

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843)

FROM: PORTLAND (88-7637)

DENNIS

DENNIS JAMESIAN

(00: MINNEA

JAMES’

S EM - AIM

AKA: MARLON

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO

BRANDO; NFA: UFAC

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED^ 
HEREIiLZS IIHCUSSIFIED, J

BUREAU CAPTIONED AS

Assoc, Dir, ______ 
Dep^^,-Adm__ 
Dep^A/D-.Inv-----

Asst Dir.: <
Adm. ^rv. ... I 
Ext AifaiM/YLy 
Fin. & Persc/jOf 
Gen. Inv. > 
Ident. ........
Inspection 
lateil 
Laboratory , 
Legal Oun. 
Plan. & E 
Rec, Mgm 
Spec, Inv. 
Training i 

Telephony (Rm. 
Director Sec'y

b6

ABOVE, MAY 14/ 1976

ON MAY 14, 1976

PORTLAND POLICE BUREAU, VAS ADVISED OF

INFORMATION CONCERNING THREAT TO LIFE OF DENNIS BANKS

ADVISED THAT HE WOULD SEE BANKS

DURING THE EVENING AND SPECIFICALLY ADVISE HIM OF THE

THREAT. ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT ATTORNEY

FOR DENNIS BANKS, VERE NEGATIVE ON MAY 14, 1976, AND

MAY 15, 1976

ON MAY 15, 1976, F'lRST ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY

USA’S OFFICE, PORTLAND, OREGON, VAS

d MAY 19 1976

b6

UJ

b6
b7C



PAGE TWO PD 88-7637

ADVISED OF THREAT AGAINST LIFE OF DENNIS BANKS

ON NAY 15, 1976, USM USM’S SERVICE b6
b7C

PORTLAND, OREGON, WAS ADVISED CONCERNING THREAT AGAINST 

LIFE OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS.

ON MAY 15, 1976. |

PORTLAND POLICE BUREAU, ADVISED THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO 

CONTACT BANKS PERSONALLY, BUT HAD PROVIDED THE INFORMATION 

CONCERNING THREAT TO BANKS' ATTORNEY
AND TO CO-DEFENDANTS,!

ARE CO-DEFENDANTS

WITH BANKS IN A CASE INVOLVING FEDERAL FIREARMS AND 

EXPLOSIVES CHARGES IN PORTLAND, OREGON. 

ADMINISTRATIVE

FOR INFORMATION OF RAPID CITY, REFERENCED MINNEAPOLIS

TELETYPE SET FORTH INFORMATION THAT |

RECEIVED INFORMATION THAT A "CONTRACT" HAD BEEN 

DEVELOPED TO DISPOSE OF DENNIS BANKS BEFORE BANKS 

COULD GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING INFORMATION TO THE



PAGE THREE PD 88-7637

U. S. GOVERNMENT FOR A GRANT OF IMMUNITY. THIS

INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED'FROM THE DENVER INDIAN COMMUNITY.

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU AND RECIPIENTS, WHEN 

INITIALLY CONTACTED CONCERNING THREAT ON EVENING OF 

MAY 14, 1976,| [ADVISED THAT HE HAD

MADE A DEAL WITH BANKS WHEREBY THE PORTLAND POLICE 

WOULD NOT DISRUPT ANY DEMONSTRATIONS WITH WHICH BANKS

b6
b7C

WAS AFFILIATED IF BANKS IN TURN WOULD "SERVE WARRANTS

ON INDIAN SUBJECTS IN THE PORTLAND AREA

STATED THAT BANKS ON THE EVENING OF MAY 14, 1976, WAS

ATTEMPTING TO SERVE FOUR WARRANTS AND THAT

WHO HAD JUST SPOKEN WITH WHO ALLEGEDLY

HAD ONE SUBJECT OF A WARRANT LOCATED

ALSO ADVISED THAT HE WAS ACCOMPANIED ON THE EVENING OF

MAY 14, 1976, BY

ON MAY 15, 1976, ADVISED THAT HE WAS b6
b7C

UNABLE TO CONTACT BANKS PERSONALLY AND BELIEVES THAT

BANKS IS PRESENTLY OUT OF TOWN. HE STATED THAT HIS

’DEAL" WITH BANKS, ET AL, HAS NOT BEEN VERY PRODUCTIVE



PAGE TOUR PD 88-8737

AS THEY HAVE TOT PRODUCED MANY SUBJECTS OF OUTSTANDING

WARRANTS.

THE ABOVE IS FURNISHED FOR THE INFORMATION OF

FBIHQ AND RECIPIENTS AS INDICATIVE OF THE INDIAN SITUATION 

IN THE CITY OF PORTLAND. ANY DISCUSSION CONCERNING THIS 

MATTER SHOULD BE MOST DISCREET.
.END

■FLO 'HOLD



005 PD CODE

NITEL MAY 27, 1976

SENT 4:46AM MAY 28, I976DKS

MAY 2 8 1976

TO

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

DIRECTOR

RAPID CITY (70-10239)

SEATTLE (88-9066)
* FROM PORTLAND (88-7637) (P)

DENNIS ANKS, EM - .AIM: 00 MINNEAPOLIS

Assoc, Vir. 

BepzA.U4w.MJ
Asst bir.: /

Legs! C «. ___  
Plan. & EvaL __ 
Pec. Jljrnt _ 
Spec. Inv. ..
Training , 

Telephone 
Diret*- ■ >'y _ ?

J Ext Affata 
Pin. & 
Gen. fnv, 
West 
XiupeciisnLz.

RE SEATTLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND ABOVE OFFICES, CAPTIONED AS,

ABOVE, DATED MAY 25, 1976

ON MAY 26, 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY (ADA)

MULTNOMAH COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (MCDA), PORTLAND

OREGON, ADVISED THAT BANKS HAD PROBABLY NOT DEPARTED OREGON AS PRE

VIOUSLY THOUGHT EX-115.
FOR INFORMATION, ADA ADVISED OFFICIAL R EQUEST 2 1976 A

EXTRADITION OF SUBJECT TO SOUTH DAKOTA RECEIVED BY GOVERNOR^SWf^S

SALEM, OREGON, MAY 5, 1976. ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR BANKS’ DEFENSE

TO FILE BRIEF IN EXTRADITION MATTER BY MAY 21, 1976. SOUTH DAKOTA

AUTHORITIES GIVEN UNTIL MAY 28

ALL PARTIES,, GOVERNOR-OF OREGON

BEFORE JUNE 7, 1976, UNLESS ANY

1976, TO. FILE BRIEF. IN LETTER TO

ADVISED DECISION FORTHCOMING ON OR

PARTY REQUESTS ADDITIONAL TIME
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INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PORTLAND 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END
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MESSAGE RELAY
Transmit inS^U^^ Via Teletype the Attached Q Urgent

DMe
Message

5/19/76

From: Director, FBI

SACs: To: Legats:

D*** AO Atm.
0*^ AD l»«,

Ent. A»«tri

C«. I

Ata 1a,

NN IS JAMES BANKS

Q Top Secret MAY 1 91976

Q Secret fl^'O 1
Classification, q Confidential TELETYPE 

Unclassified

Foreign Liaison Unit
I ' 'j Route through for review
I' 'I Cleared telephonically 

with■...... -

TELETYPE UNIT



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
DATE 01-30-2020 BY: I

ffOtKAL BlSEfiU mmfJtWXXi 
(MUNWHSSECTO

MAY 21.1976

3-10 PM NITEL 5-21-7$ CAE

TO DIRECTOR NR 192-21

A^

DqvA D4r^b7C 
A&<t
Adtx f"?.
Iht Aff-.iW^M 
Tin. & .htlJM 
Gw. In* —M 
Ident „
InspwtiwXj-C-JH 
IntdL l/T^Swl 
Lab-'r-' —y I 
h ” -.1 i ax __ I 
Plan. A Eval. I 
E"?. Mgmt, I 
Sp^. IOT< -----  I
Training . . .... I 

T*>I''*,hvn*.....................I
PirrctP? S«c’y ....I

FROM-LEGAT OTTAWA (70-23)

T

'DENNIS JAMES ANKS, EM - AIM
b7D

• ‘S

W-FORWARDED FOR INFORMATION OF
IT IS REQUESTED RESULTS OF HEARING OF MEANS IN SEATTLE BE

b7D

7 JUN 971976

05 8 JUN 171976'

b6
b7C
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V MESSAGE RELAY
1

Transmit isS?^rt Via Teletype the Attached {^Urgent

CJNitel

Date
Message

From: Director, FBI

To: SACs: To: Legate:

To:
b7E

Da^> AD A <m.
D*>. AD Hr< .

Q ^of* Secret 

m Secret 
Classification: CettfWwaal

W MVUHidJS*- - - - - - - - Tl 
.WtHUNIMTIONS

£>i, Af£«ki

U»pt<V>4*

(v*T.
$>•<, Uy.

Foreign Liaison Unit 1 ■* 
PJ Route through for review

withSubjeet (Text begins next page): . — ----------------------------- ———

DZ/r/v/i JA»t£i
FtTKifiliST ^/trr^- AtOfEMe^r'

T«U^«oe Rm, M
DlrtOoe $+4^ n A
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MESSAGE RELAY
Transmit in S^lftteXt Via Teletype the Attached Q Urgent 

Code, Nitel

From: Director, FBI /57- 2.9307

n.. .
Message

To: SACs: Toe Legats: OTTAWA (7^-23)

To: b7E

AO A/m, 
D*t‘ AO

Adm^A»
$y*f« 

A^Jri

£3 Top ^ret 

Q Secret 
Classification: QCoRrMefttiaI- 

ryUrtcla* Sifted

Foreign Liaison Unit

h***1 L

b6
b7C

(73Cleared telephonically 
with- .. .

C*! Route through for review

Oiftcu? 51

tvtt

Subject (Text begins next page!:
itu .... r-.twv- ;
COMEIC^,^B^ks

FW
TELETYPE UNIT



WT

p? cor£

PA

MID U(U7637)/?>

n

>r

EOS ISFORHATIOU SEATTLE. OS IWf 2C r I "
cdijfWnhal sou?

■ J,

abroad who HAS:TPOjtfDED BEL TABLE L^FC^. 

O' fHVKEAPOLIs’ HAT .'’ flop tN th*: past/telefw^ically aovv i ' * r „ , ’ „ '/.jy
b6
b7C

' b7D

■wtot b



; ‘'^ as federal iRDiciwiT against' pa^s ig 'district.of7 , ■• Z ''' 
n I SHI SSED, HG TRAVEL COWDIH 0 KS EX I ST FOR SISJECT '■ ’ ■7 ', ’ /1'; Z ’

v -,■ '■ ■“( . ■ c --,i? ’’’• ’1 ’ r———^-—" ' 1v .’’■■,■■
'FEDERALLY; aLF£ , ASSISTANT ____________|
'?,k ■.'*,■ ,■ ... , • ■ <. z>k ■’ r < .‘j . r >. >h ■<>. 1 ■* •,’•>’(.■ k ‘

HLWK'MaH’COUBTYZ FORTLa^ OHEGQ^^ ApV^SEB . THAT ^0 1 Z7 ,
'■ 1 •’•'• :■.■'< ■■ ■ 'J ,|"'Z ' ' ■ , VA

COURT RESTRICTIONS IN .EXISTENCE. 'aEGAHblHS-’3 AO XS* RELEASE’, t .' ■. .•/<
'LSZ Z'1^, ' ■ ’ /

PEDIGO'GCV^PARSR’S DECISION REGaROI^G EXTRACT^ ION IQ'SOUTK * ‘ ‘ ’
' ... \'’ ... ■

bakOta. , ■,/-■... . , ■• z ,.
*■ 1 ., 1 r E *- ' r "i ,** ',•*', j ► r 1 i, । i t i, j * rr '

, ABOVE,iuFOPHATlOE i**T^,?RdVTnED,..SEATTL£.DIVISION , *;. ■. ■ ; ;

FOR iHFOWUXWN IB CASE SiSJECT SXOIJL!): RE-ENTER UWCB . ' :V. '? ■'?'t .

STATES TKROIfOR UASHISGTOri V■- ■’
AoxiNisfRsriv^: . ",‘V7-' r’ Z " '■



conversation v-nn(ac."” n ltt;m
i—------— 's ✓

ATTORUEY G^A>||, t1AY.2l>. 1976* REVEALED CONDITIONS

* ON. 'SUBJECT’S RELEASE INCLUDED CONDITION THAT HE CC^LP OPLY

LEAVE- STATE FOR THE PHRPG"E of HASSLIN'? HIS VARTOUS/LLGAL

‘ JITTERS. ' ' ■ \ >
’ ^mI |oFs^rs to onor? heatier of kith::?

eaY pa, iptc o* say p'“. r*7s. re >w*o:'*"7 is

OF F;’* ^t:

•/INFORMATION INDICATING' THA^-StejECT PRESSSTLY IN, CANADA

■' CONTACT ATE SOURCES

I'TO ’DRiESMLHE. IF-'atVS^ARTICLES’ APPEAR- IN. CAftA^lAN .; ’
--  —'—v  .- 5 ''•"', '•’ * i . ' - • -’:-• -1 . 
fnev!FPaPEH$ racks a’A^ ic-capada tc'I I

Y ' "' ' u><r neau^reo To

< BUTTE BUTTE
1 T’( N ' J

‘0 NT A , / CD PT AST ■ AP FpO PRI ATE. OFF IC I AL - V ' I. * 1 . * ? U
’0/DETERMINE IF WIXS^EGT STORED K4C LEOD toTEL’,

\FDRT KaC
■/.POPTLA^i)

LEOD , >LSER

r.»ITH COPY 0

TO. PRO VID

■'■ ' -ARFfED AN'D EXTREMELY .DaPGERCRS.. ■
EKD ' C ' 1 v; ■

• I- ’? a , * * .*'• fe L ’ .

DFOISTRATIOH
A^eV£ Fffte . yotfA



TO

3: 16 P

NR 003 PD

DIRECTOR

NITEL JUNE 10, 1976 LJQ

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)

OMAHA

JUN U0 197&

b6
b7C

fEMRU BURBW OF INYESTtMTOW* 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

1®®"
Tca&tfts# ——1

Dep/A-D<I® 
Asst Dk.s 
Adm. Ser?. 
Ext Afiol^ 
Fin. & F« 
Gen. Inv. 
Ident — 
Inspects?
In

I Xabwstwv

Ptev * .

FROM:

DENNIS

RAPID CITY (70-10234)

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843)

SEATTLE

PORTLAND (88-7637) (P)

KEY

JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM, 00 jMlNNEAPOLIS

ON JUNE 9, 1976, OREGON GOVERNOR ROBERT STRAUB ANNOUNCED

THAT HE WAS DISCONTINUING FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE

EXTRADITION OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS TO SOUTH DAKOTA BECAUSE

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) LEADER WAS IN CALIFORNIA.

A SOURCE ADVISED ON MAY 22, 1975, THAT THE AIM WAS

FORMED IN 1968 AT 

ORGANIZATION WITH 

DETERMINATION AND

MINNEAPOLIS, 

STATED GOALS 

TO ELIMINATE

MINNESOTA,CIV I ^RIGHTS 
TO SECURE T&IAN SELF-

THE DESTRUCTIVE TENDESCI

CF CHRISTIANITY, WHITE-ORIENTED EDUCATION^ AND THE FED E^AbMj 16 #75 . 

GOVERNMENT FROM INDIAN LIFE, ALONG WITH THE YOKE OF THE^^^—^^^ 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BIA). b6
b7C



PAGE TWO PD 83-7637

ALL AIM CHAPTERS, LEADERS AND MEMBERS ARE NX3T CON

SIDERED VIOLENCE-PRONE; HOWEVER, AIM MEMBERS LED BY VARIOUS 

VIOLENCE-PRONE LEADERS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE TAKEOVER 

OF THE BIA BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. C. IN.NOVEMBER, 1972, 

AND PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

WHICH RESULTED IN VIOLENCE AT SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA; THE 

RAPID CITY - CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA; THE OCCUPATION OF 

WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, BY FORCE OF ARMS FROM FEBRUARY 

27, 1973, THROUGH MAY 3, 1973. SINCE THAT TIME, AIM LEADERS 

MEMBERS, AND SUPPORTERS HAVE ALSO BEEN INVOLVED IN NUMEROUS 

CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES, INCLUDING 
THE KILLING OF A DEPUTY SHERIFF IN ARIZONA, THE SEVERE ’• 

BEATING OF TWO POLICE OFFICERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA, AND EXTEN

SIVELY DAMAGING A COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH 

DAKOTA. OTHER INCIDENTS WHICH AIM HAS BEEN A PARTY TO 

INCLUDED THE TAKEOVER OF THE ALEXIAN BROTHERS NOVITIATE, 

GRESHAM, WISCONSIN; THE FAIRCHILD PLANT, SHIPROCK, NEW 

MEXICO; AND A PORK PLANT IN WAGNER, SOUTH DAKOTA, ALL 

OCCURRING IN EARLY 1975.



PAGE THREE PD 88-7637

TWO FBI AGENTS WERE AMBUSED AND SLAIN BY INDIANS ON 

JUNE 26, 1973, ON THE PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA, INDIAN 

RESERVATION. ON NOVEMBER 25, 1975, FOUR INDIANS WERE 

INDICTED BY A FEDERAL GRAND JURY IN RAPID CITY, SOUTH 

Dakota, in connection with the murder of the agents. 
SOURCES ADVISED ON DECEMBER 9, 1975, THAT ALL FOUR IN

DICTED INDIANS ARE MEMBERS OF THE AIM.

AT A NEWS CONFERENCE HELD BY GOVERNOR STRAUB ON 

JUNE 9, 1976, HE STATED THAT IT WAS CLEAR DENNIS BANKS 

CHOOSE TO TAKE RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SO ANY APPEARANCE 

HERE WOULD BE MOMENTARY, IF THAT. STRAUB FURTHER SAID 

THAT FRIENDS OF BANKS ADVISED HIM "INFORMALLY" THAT BANKS 

WOULD REMAIN IN CALIFORNIA WHERE GOVERNOR EDMUND J. (JERRY) 

BROWN ALSO HAS EXTRADITION PAPERS FROM SOUTH DAKOTA BEFORE 

HIM. STRAUB ALSO STATED THAT HE WROTE TO THE GOVERNOR 

CF SOUTH DAKOTA ASKING WHETHER HE, STRAUB, SHOULD RETURN 

THE EXTRADITION PAPERS OR KEEP THEM IN CASE BANKS RETURNS. 

STRAUB DID NOT SAY UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES, IF ANY, HE



PAGE FOUR PD 82-7637

WOULD REOPEN DELIBERATIONS ON THE EXTRADITION.

ON JUNE 10, 1976, AN ARTICLE APPEARED IN "THE 

OREGONIAN", A PORTLAND DAILY NEWSPAPER, WHICH STATED 

THAT THE GOVENOR HAD SAID THAT BANKS HAD LEFT FOR 

CALIFORNIA WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT (MCCO. HOWEVER, BANKS MUST RETURN TO 

FACE THE COURT BY JUNE 15, 1976. THE ARTICLE STATED 

THAT JUDGE PATRICK DOOLEY HAD ORDERED BANKS HELD ON A 

FUGITIVE’S WARRANT FROM SOUTH DAKOTA AND THEN HAD 

RELEASED HIM ON $10,000 BAIL.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

ADMINISTRAT IVE .1
RE PORTLAND TELETYPE, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, DATED 

MAY 27, 1976.

ON JUNE 9, 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY (ADA) 

[ MULTNOMAH COUNTY DA’S OFFICE, WHO WAS 

HANDLING SUBJECT’S EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS IN OREGON, 

ADVISED HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH GOVERNOR STRAUB’S 

OFFICE, SALEM, OREGON, AND HAD ADVISED GOVERNOR’S STAFF

b6
b7C

J
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THAT ALTHOUGH GOVERNOR HAD SUSPENDED CONSIDERATION ON 

EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS, HE WOULD KOT CONSIDER THAT 

FACT A CONDONEMENT OF THE SUBJECT NOT APPEARING IN MCCC, 

JUNE 15, 1976, FOR SCHEDULED HEARING. | | ADVISED

THAT IF SUBJECT FAILED TO APPEAR HE WOULD REQUEST A 

FAILURE TO APPEAR WARRANT TO BE ISSUED WHICH, IN 

OREGON, IS CLASS C FELONY. HOWEVER, ON JUNE 10, 

1976^ | ADVISED THAT IN FURTHER CONTACT WITH

GOVERNOR STRAUB’S OFFICE, HE DETERMINED THAT EVEN 

IF BANKS FAILED TO APPEAR ON JUNE 15, 1976, GOVERNOR 

STRAUB WOULD MAKE NO DECISION, AND IT WAS NOV 

~| OPINION THAT PRESIDING MCCC JUDGE WOULD 

DISMISS WARRANT AGAINST BANKS.

t

b6
b7C

| STATED THAT IN CONVERSATION WITH 

SUBJECT’S ATTORNEY OF RECORD, PORTLAND, OREGON, 

ATTORNEY INDICATED BANKS WOULD APPEAR AT PORTLAND 

ON JUNE 15, 1976.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PORTLAND.

b6
b7C

END

FLS HLD FOR TWO MSGS

WP FBIHQ
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MESSAGE RELAY
Transmit Via Teletype the Attached [^Urgent

From: Director, FBI

To: SACs:

Date
Message

T« Legate: *

To: b7E

s

Oo* AD Adm*, 
D»>. AD t*vaib

Aim, Stu,

(33 Top Secret 

fTlSecret 
Classification: aCwfMential

JUH18.1976

Mam* - - . ju x-

LL

U^i C****-^
Rga, 4

t_1Ui
U^.1L j.

TrfUl^
T»UpS*J Spj_l

Si&ject (Text begin? ne^pjie): P £ 11*

])enni‘$ feints

,._ Foreign Liaison Unit
“ (T1 Rovtfe through for review

Cleared telephonic ally 
with.-. . . .. -. _

AiL'R*

115
TELETYPE UNIT



icp.-A.D.'Adi

OH JUNE 17, [075, BANKS POSTED S[0,000 BAIL BEFORE MINICIPAL

COUR? JUDGE MARY PAJALICH, SAN FRANCISCO; HIS HEARING ON 

EXTRADITION TO SOUTH DAKOTA WAS POSTPONED TO JULY 1$, [575. 

END »

M



June 9, 1976
.V'

REC-36

?uear

Your letter of June 4th reached ray desk after

I an told, you had attempted to call me while Jin Wash

ington. I regret .1 did not have the opportunity to talk 

to you and would welcome your call should you find it 

convenient to telephone me from Independence. I just

returned to my office yesterday from Kansas City and am

t sure when I will next be in that area.

1 -I[-
1 - Telephone Room

b6
b7C

At^« . 
.!>♦>. AD A-im, 

AD

A4*. ,
taf-

UUH,

Sincerely yours 

rC. H. Kelley

Clarence M. Kelley , 
Director

b6
b7C

Enclosure ‘ '
- Enclosure 

perl I in Senator Symington’s office.
Tcontacted the Director’s office at approximately noon 

on 6/7/76 and was referred to SAl in'the Correspond
ence and Tours Section. At that time, nis letter of June 4th had 
not been received by the Director’s office. I I was advised
that a reply from the Director would be forthcoming. Following 
receipt of his letter and the Director’s notation that he would 
speak wfth| n efforts were made toulocate him through

NOTE:

his office ill independence, which advised thatr~ wa§
exneefaed to travel to Ohio on the afternoon of 6/8, ana through 

1 When contacted, | | advised that r _ ~l had
already left and he was not sure ot his whereabouts. r__ _____ I 
advised he would attempt to contact I j and advise nim of
the Director’s interest -in speaking to him. This letter is to 
acknowledge receipt of ] letter and to info'rm 'him^df
the Director's willingness to speak to him should[ 
unable to contact him. 1
iJBT^nmi (5) - ■ ■ i

APPROVED: 
Assoc.

Ext. Attorn 
Hn. & Pers.

a ui

/r-t J I A

5$ea®
$p*a Iwa



__
Ae«>e.-UirTl_L.

Dap. AD Adm.J^

Dep. AD Inv. - -2

A<Jm. Serv. . 
Ext. Affair* 
Fin. & Per*. 
Gen. !nv. __ 
Ide nt. -. - ..

Intel I__________
LoVorotory__ _  
Legal Coon. 
Plan. & Eval 
Rec. Mgnt, 
Spec. fnv. 
Training _

Tele ph R 
Dir

* Bl/DOJ



PEACE

REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
V/1 TH! COUNCit OF TWELVE APOSTLES 

CENTRAL PROFESSIONAL tlDG.
221 WEST LEXINGTON
eox wst
INCtPENDENCE. MISSOURI MOSI
TELEPHONE

Mr. Clarence M. Kelly,•Director’■ 
Federal Bureau, of ‘ Investigationi■ 
J.1 Edgar Hoover’ Building 
Washington, ■ DC 20535', ■

Dear Mr. Director':.

June 4/ 1976'1

L

Last Saturday I had an opportunity. to.getL.acquainted:wlth-Mr?De^hjs_RAnkgW 
American Indian Movement l leader.. He. expressed’ a keen’. Interest- in, meeting with - you ’ 2 

_to explore ways-to reduce the tensions between A.I.M. and.the gTB.L. Since! teit^ 
that he was sincere. in. seeking' such a meeting and that some? good "results': might’ 
possibly accrue,'. I .agreed, tons sis tMr. Banksin. attempting to .arrange such a_ meetin: 
If possible-1 would llke_.J;<Lj^et..with:youlon'.Monday or Tuesday?. Jt^^
Washington to _di swing', thp'_inatXer; | ~ Eof ‘ Senator Sy&ngt^^ s', of Hee"1’
Suggested this direct approach.' - .............. ' ' .... ■

-......................... '*
To. intro duce ’. myself; I am the 1 ] of Craceland > College in. Lamoni,. Iowa.
I now. serve i as one ■■.of. the’ general officers (Apostle)in. the’. Reorganized’ Church of 
Jesus Christ ;of Latter. Day Saints, with .general offices'in Independence/Missouri.

b6
b7C

As a part-of ’ my responsibilities' I supervise-, the’ work, of ’ our church among 'American 
Indians. (U.S? and'Canada). It was during5 the'.course ,of' this,work.that Ibecame ‘ 
acquainted' with Dennis Banks ’. ■ I' am well known’, to ~| ■ Senator Young
of Nor th ‘ Dako ta , and ■ Senator Dick Clark of IowaI

During our conversations I became 'impressed.with thc sincerity of Mr. Banks.' Know-'1 
ing soEjethihg of the", long and complicated.history ,of.abrasive interaction'between' 
whites', and'Indians, I recognize-the.monumental task-.of reducing' the’, tensions.- What , 
gave me some hope for'a little-progress-was Mr. Banks' guarded' respect, for you. per
sonally'which may give some-basis , for’enough trust-that some positive steps/can be’ ‘ 
made.' I also-felt that some voluntary go-between, not’aligned with either’, the'goveri 
ment or’ the "American Indian Movement,1 may help in the’,' communications necessary to* ' 
establish-the’right’environment for’.the meeting. Right’In this case’being that 
which , would be.mutually agreeable to. you'and Mr. Banks,

I will call your .office on’Monday, June. 7/ to see’

Copy made for Tele
o JUN"^1976

CHURCH: WORLD HEADQUARTERS: INDEPENDENCE. MISSOURI



Mr *.Clarence.M. Kelly • June 4, 1976:*

wish you may contact. me through! LI sincerely pray that these
initiatives cair lead touscful aiminishsent of hostilities and pain/'

Sincerely yours,'

cc ___________________
Mr..Dennis Banks' ■

REORGANIZED
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF UTTER DAY SAINTS 
WORLD H£ADQUART»$ 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI S«S1



/

June 15, 1976

b6
b7C

I wanted to respond to your letter of June 4 as quickly as possible 
but, unfortunately, cannot give you any definite response as to what I can 
do in an effort to try to meet with Mr. Banks.

In a matter such as this, I think it is most advisable for me to 
consult with the Department of Justice, As you know there are some matters 
pending before the courts involving Mr, Banks, I think, therefore, before I 
take any farther steps to see what could be done in response to your overtures, 
I should carefhlly took into any implications which, although unintended, might 
be inferred.

I also prior to taking any further steps would like to know what 
would be achieved by such a meeting, particularly insofar as restoring any 
degree of tranquility to the situation which Mr. Banks feels needs clearing. 
As well you know, the FBI has no patrol jurisdiction on reservations and 
ours is an investigative responsibility only. In the past we have had accusa
tions of misconduct on the part of our investigators, and this has been brought 
up in court and will continue to receive attention in court matters pending, 
I am encouraged to read in your letter that Mr, Banks has a "guarded respect"^ 
for me and certainly if there is anything I can do to alleviate any abrasiveness ( ) 
between us and those we serve, X do want to do so, This cannot be done, \J 
however, la a sense or manner which would imperil any pending investigation

AD to*.

Ad**, 
txt. Atif/*

9to. &

and always must ba tempered with the need to remain unbiased
e matters which are being investigated or t

Kwith copy of Incoming) 
rwith copy of incoming) 
(with copy of Incoming)

REC-35

7 JUN 23 1976 I

b6
b7C

^*1- -'Telephone Room (with copy of incoming) 
2 CMKiEDM (8) —______

L»®ol C*u SENT FROM D.O.

TIME SillNJlxn
OAT^ 
by 

TELETYPE-LlMT].* J

Copynade for Correa,, 
and Tours Section

7



¥

f

June 15, 1976 b6
b7C

In other words, at this point I do not know whether I can meet with 
Mr. Banks. To give me further basis for a determination, I would like to have 
you Inform me about the matters which Mr. Banks would discuss with me and 
any other information which might be helpful in arriving at a conchudon.

I do, however, sincerely appreciate your efforts and know that you 
are motivated only with the hope that greater peace and tranquility can be 
achieved. This is also my goal.

Sincerely yours,

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

-2-
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MESSAGE RELAY
Fl Immediate

Via Teletype the Attached fX^Orgent
Date

Message

Fiona; Director, FBI

ACs:

To:

' Toe Legate:

b7E

Sib.iw:

©•r. AO Atai 
AO $*¥,.

£2 Top Secret 

Q Secret 
Classification: q cwfidefttial

r&Cncl as si tied
TEL

Subject (Text begins next page):

$m«. Irv

{aipeCw

L*$ot

TELETYPE UNIT

Fl Route through for review [ I
Fl Cleared telephon icaily 

with .  j

r JUN 22 1976



ON JUNE 14, 1976, A KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUAL IN A POSITION 

TO PROVIDE INFORMATION OF THIS TYPE ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES 

BANKS VAS PRESENT AT A BAIL HEARING, MUNICIPAL COURT, SAN 

ERANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, ON JUNE 14, 1?76. ON JUNE 7, 1075. 

BANKS* BAIL IN CALIFORNIA ON SOUTH DAKOTA CHARGES VAS RAISED

FROM $5,000 TO $10,000 AND HE VAS GIVEN UNTIL JUNE 14, 1575, TO

RAISE THE ADDITIONAL BOND. DURING HIS JUNE 14TH APPEARANCE, 

BAMKS STATED HE VAS UNABLE TO POST THE ADDITIONAL BOND REQUIRED

- A*D HE WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY, A NEV BAIL HEARING WASSCHED-^
b6

ItED AT SAN FRANCISCO ON JUNE 17, 1975, b7C
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THE AMERICAN I NDIAH MOVEMENT (AIM) VAS FOUNDED IN

MINNESOTA IN 1968 DEDICATED TO-IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR"THE

AMERICAN INDIAN. -AIM LED AND PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS •

WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND RAPID

CITY - CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LED THE TAKEOVER

AND OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY

MAY, 1973

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

‘DMINISTRAT IVE

ON JUNE 14, 1976

FRANCISCO POLICE

CAPTIONS

RE PORTLAND TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU AND OTHER OFFICE

AS ABOVE, DATED JUNE IC, 1976

KNOVLEDWBLE INDIVIDUAL IS

^ARTMENT CSFPD)

SAN b6
b7C

AT EXTRADITION HEARING

SHERIFF’S OFFICE, INTELLIG^5. DIVISION, PORTLAND, OREGON

IE HAD BEEN IN

& FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, AND

MULTNOMAH COUNTY

THEREFORE, VOUL&-BE UNABLE TO 8E PRES

STATED THAT DOOLEY INFORMED HIM THAT'HE

GOU, JUNE 15, 1976

MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE PATRICK DCOL

STATE

iR DERATEDADVISED THAT BANKS IN

PORTLAND

SCABS’ STATUS AND

REGARDING



1 * J REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

PEACE’
THE COUNCIL OF TWELVE APOSTLES 
CENTRAL PROFESSIONAL (LOG.
Ml WEST LEXINGTON
eox lost
INaEWNPENCt,

June 21, 1976

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Director Kelley:

---------
Ass^c. Dir, ----- 
Dep,-A .D^Adra.--

■DeTMA.D-ltiv.^—
Asst, pir,:
A'bn.
Ext. AAVilzUL
Fb, -& Pl-I".
Gen. Iny. ....
Ident -- --------....
Inrpcctjcrt ----  
Intth. .. ------
.Latent r?
Ix^al C 'n-j, .
Plan. & EvaL „ 
Tb;. $T- nt.. 
Cjw. lav, . ___  
Tr..inbg ___----

This will acknowledge your letter of June 15 to

is out of the office until the 29th.

IX feel quite sure 
office

rSbrprplv

that you will hear fron hin as

H b6 
Jr If b7C

soon as he returns to his
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NR 005 PD CODE

11:36PM NITEL JULY 6^976 JHB

TO : DIRECT0p^XS£-5^G3-8->- ,
MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) 

zftAPID CITY (70-10234)
/ SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843)

FR^M: PORTLAND (88-7637) (P)
DENNIS JAME^ANKS, EM - AIM, 00

RE PORTLAND NITEL TO FBIHQ,

JUL 0 7 19Z6

: MINNEAPOLIS. 

JULY 2,^976.

AwW. Dir, 
Dep.-A.D>-Adin_ 
Dep.-A,D.’Inv^__

A«t Dir.:

Ext, 
Fb,

I&S 
-laipecttoa 
Intel!
Laboratory.____
Legal Cena. - a 
Plan. & EvaL _ 
Rm. M-’it-------  
Spec. Inv. ---___:
Training ,

Tdtphona .Rm. |
Director See', L i

b6
b7C

ON JULY 2; 1976, .MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE

Patrick dooley; Portland, Oregon, dismissed south Dakota

FUGITIVE WARRANT AGAINST BANKS EVEN THOUGH BANKS FAILED

TO APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT. REGARDING HIS FAILURE TO 

APPEAR, JUDGE DOOLEY ORDERED THAT BANKS FORFEIT THE 

$1,000 SECURITY AMOUNT FOR BAIL IN THE CASE, ORDERED 

banks* attorney to "show cause" as to

WHY BANKS DID NOT APPEAR, AND IN TURN ORDERED THAT A 

WARRANT BE PREPARED against banks FOR HIS FAILURE TO

b6

APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT IN PORTLAND

ON JULY 6,1 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATT^NEY (ADA) 
MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTDA^D, OREGON, b6

b7C

ADVISED THAT THE FAILURE TO APPEAR WARRANT ON

BANKS WILL BE FILED IN MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT

same date; the warrant will authorize the immediate
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ARREST OF BANKS ANYWHERE WITHIN the BORDERS OF OREGON 

BUT WILL NOT BE EXTRADICTABLE IN NATURE.

administrative

PORTLAND WILL CONFIRM FILING OF WARRANT.

END

MJV ACK FOR ; NR005 AND CORRECTION

FOR TEL NR002

RBIHQ CL
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smit iner^de
row: Pirector, FBI

To; SACs:

MESSAGE RELAY
Via Teletype the Attached Urgent

Dtie
Message

2k

To: be gats:

To: b7E

AO Ata, 
0«>> AO

Q Top .Secret

I fra. ur MfU>n¥7O<3
MMUHKATIOHS SECnOll..

5 JUL 7 1976
JUL 0 61976, -

TELETYPE £
Classification: „ L. ,

I~j Confidential ■eigu Liaison Unit
f? J Route through for review

with

a tv«t

Ttfoflw* R*,

Subject (T^xt begins next page)/J J

F*"l Cleared telephonically

-------------- ------, ; TELETYPE UNIT

56 JUL 19 19/6
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2

TO

{ON:

50 P

DIR

SaA' FRAXCIfiCO

MI^jtEaPyLISI

KAQID C/ITY /(7 0-/0234)

P^RTLrfND

PD

KI

NN IS James

COD

ULYEL

TOR/ (38^626

76

N

)

88-763

AN If S, W-AU M, 00 N^APjS l4 S

^RE-PORTLa^D MITEL TO FDIHg r * 9

b6
b7C

on July 2, 1^76, assistant district attorney <ada)
Multnomah county, Portland, Oregon,

ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAKES BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO CUSTODY

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, JULY 1, 1076. IN CONTACT WITH

san FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT

WAS TOLD THAT IN EFFECT BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO

custody by his attorney BECAUSE HE

ALLEGED' AN INDIAN COUPLE, WHO HAD POSTED THEIR BANK PASSBOOK

as part of the $5,000 bail set for banks* release at san 
FRANCISCO, had REQUESTED THEIR PASSBOOK BE RETURNED. THEREFORE,

THE bail ON BANKS WOULD have to be forfeited and banks returned 
TO JAIL.

ADa STATED HE'also ASCERTAINED THE FOLLOWING
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FROM

ON JULY 1, 1976 PRESENTED A REQUEST

TO THE COURT AT SA» FRANCISCO THAT BANKS BE RELEASED ON HIS OWN 
RECOGNIZANCE SO THAT HE COULD APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT, PORTLAND, ’ 

OREGON, JULY 2, 1976, AT 2:20 P.M., AS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED.

THE COURT APPROVED THIS REQUEST. HE THEN TOOK THE APPROVED 

REQUEST TO BANKS FOR HIS SIGNATURE IN RESULTING RELEASE.

WHO VAS PRESENT, REFUSED TO ALLOW BANKS TO SIGN THIS

REQUEST AND VENT DIRECTLY TO THE SAN FRANCISCO JUDGE WHO HAD

GJ VEN IT HER APPROVAL. IT APPEARS ALLEGED TO THE JUDGE

THAT NUMEROUS THREATS OF PERSONAL INJURY HAD BEEN LEVIED AT 

BANKS AND HIS RELEASE COULD LEAD TO HIS BEING HARKED. THERE 

WAS NO REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PRESENT WHEN

I SPOKE TO THE JUDGE. AS A RESULT, THE JUDGE REVERSED HER 

DECISION.

ADa| [FURTHER ADVISED THAT at PREVIOUS HEARINGS IN

PORTLAND, OREGON, BEFORE CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE PATRICK DOOLEY, 
judge dooley has stated that if Oregon governor robert straub 
DOES NOT SIGN OR ISSUE AN ORDER OF ARREST ON BANKS BY JULY 2, 1976



page three k .pDjg-7.fi

THE Date of his scheduled court appearance, he will dismiss

the south Dakota fugitive complaint whether banks is present

OR NOT. SHOULD JUDGE DOOLEY DO THIS, HE WILL

REQUEST an immediate hearing regarding the circumstances of 
BANKS’ RE-ARREST IN SAN FRANCISCO, JULY 1, 1976, AND THE FIRST 

WITNESS THAT HE WILL CALL WILL BE|

^lE^RINO.

END



1

Dep. AD lnv'.-'_^' 
A**t. Dir.:

Adra. Set*. .....
Ext. Affair* __ 
Fin. & Per*. _ 
Gen. Inv. .
Ident. ■ - —

Inspection ■
Intel!._________
Laboratory ___ 
Lega)
Plan. & Eval. _ 
Rec. Mg nt. __ 
Spec. Inv.
Training - 

Telephone Rm. _ 
Director Sec'y



Dear Mr. Kelly:

Di(*

REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRISTOF LATTER DAY SAINTS

Mr. Clarence M. Kelly, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535

THE COUNCfl OF TWELVE APOSTLES 
CENTRAL PROFESSIONAL SLOG, 
KI WEST LEXINGTON

TELEPHONE 1UZ333-IW0 3

June 30, 1976

Your letter of June 15, 1976 was waiting for me when I returned to the office 
Thank you very much for your considerate reply.

I will be in toucITwith-Mr^ Banks concerning the matters he would want to discuss j 
with you. We can well understand ^he sensitivities and complexities of our request 
and are very grateful for your willingness to discuss the possibilities.

'' i

When I have further contact with Hr. Banks I will get back in touch with you. I

EX-106

b6
b7C

cc: Mr. Dennis'Banks

Sincerely yours.

inlSb^HURCH: WORLD HEADQUARTERS: .INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI



NR008TD CODE

MITEL JULY 7, 1?.76 JHB

MINNEAPQLIS (157-^46)<
RAP D CIT)^0-^34’>

AN FR4NCISCQX88-15843)
./ •' >*•

PORTLAND>788-7637) (P)FROM:

DIRECTOR (80-62038)

COMMIT WHS $8

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS

RE PORTLAND NITEL CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, DATED JULY 6

'■Assoc/Dir.*'

Asst, Dir.: 
Adm. Serv 
Ext A! 
Fin. A 
Gm. f.ivl 
I dent. 
Eirpcejio 
InUIL 
Laboratory

C ux _ 
Han. & Aval. 
Rw. M,- U 
Spec Inv, 
Training . __  

Telephone Em. _  
Director S$c*V

1976. b6
b7C

ON JULY,7, 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY (ADA) 

[ MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON, 

ADVISED THAT MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE PATRICK 

DOOLEY, PORTLAND, OREGON, ISSUED BENCH WARRANT JULY 7, 

1976, CHARGING BANKS WITH CONTEMPT FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR 

IN MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT ON JULY 2, 1976.

ADAl I ADVISED THAT THIS WARRANT IS NOT EXTRA

DITABLE OUTSIDE THE STATE OF OREGON.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PORTLAND.

END

PLS HOLD



PEACE'

REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER

THE COVHCtt OF 
certkatrufess 

WEST LEXING!
„ Jt'dx

IKDEMHDENCE, ► 
TKBHOmiWM

July 30, 1976

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Kelley:

I have now had an opportunity to talk with Mr. Dennis Banks about 
which he night want to discuss with you. His ultimate objective, 
is to obtain justice and protection for Indians and to reduce the 
between the members of the American Indian Movement and the F.B.I

Ext. Affair* 
Ffn. & Pers. _ 
Gen. Inv. .
fdent. _
Inspection - _ - 
Intell. _.
Lazaret ary _ 
Lega! Caan. __ 
Plan. 3> Eva’ 

.Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. Inv.
Training _ 

Telephcne Rm/ 
''Sector Sec

the topics 
of course, 
tensions

He believes
that such an objective could be advanced if communication is established between 
you in such a way that trust could develop. Such communication would probably 
need to begin with a meeting having a modest agenda and limited expectations.

Perhaps the beginning meeting, or series of meetings, could focus on a 
delineation of the role of the F.B.I. on reservations. You referred in your 
letter to the F.B.I. having "no patrol jurisdiction on reservations.... an 
investigative responsibility only.” If Mr. Banks and the others in A.I.M. 
could be helped to understand in reasonable detail the meaning of your state
ment, in the context of their experience, expectations would be clarified and 
the actions they observe better understood.

A second topic to be treated at some time might be the means of briefing or ( 
sensitizing the F.B.I. personnel operating on or near reservations with the 
unique problems which exist between mixed bloods and full bloods on reservations. 
I understand that such problems do exist and we who are white often make matters 
worse than they need to be through lack of understanding. If agents were aware , 
of these sensitivities they could do much to reduce hostilities by giving atten- y/ 
tion to the manner In which they do their jobs.

Third, another topic of discussion would be the formation of a non-law enforcement 
group which might go into tense situations to discover the nature of the root 
problems. If this could be done before the application of force, some problems 
could be handled before force is needed and/or may be diminished so that only 
minimal force is required. CT10% o //

In the first meeting it may be enough that you and Mr. Banks establish a , 
communication link. I think we all understand something of the complexities of
the problem with which we are dealing. ' 
that the effort and risk seem worthwhile

The stakes are sufficiently high/however

made for Tele

■ A

URICHURCH: WORLD HEXbZU4-R7SERS: IbFDKgENDENCffT

'b6 
|b7C



Clarence M. Kell
* Page 2 1

July 30, 1976

.1 will be in Pennsylvania uppV of August 2 to 6 and will_call your
office at ter you receive this letter and see if there is need or opportunity 
ffir‘ttfi to visit; you in Washington and discuss, the natter''further." Even1 if tni 
agenda ii> ’acceptable"thO'Kitter o£ when and whereto nee franc"under what con
ditions is of considerable importance.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter.

VAnrc

* U’OI>LDH«ADOlbU<TZl»TH«AVt4TOWV»i.lNPinN»rNC».Ml»*X,W HO«1



,'f Z F^_£R^2-K-74> ■

F 8 I

D4«: 6/24/76

Trao«mit the following in - ..- ... ....... ■ ...........—
(Type in plaintext ar code/ .

via AIRTEL AIRMAIL |
(Precedence) I

I
TO: DIRECToK~TOl\^^

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P)
SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES ^IKS

EM-AIM
00: MINNEAPOLIS

ReMPairtel and LHM to Bureau, 3/31/76.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four copies 
of an LHM dated and captioned as above.

Enclosed for San Francisco and Portland are two copies 
each of LHM.

Attached for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-376.

Minneapolis will make local dissemination to U.S. Secret 
Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota, via FD-376.

Administrative:

Per airtel from Director to SAC, Albany, 4/28/76,' 
captioned Attorney General's Guidelines for FBI, Infoimation - 
Gathering and Retention Policies, Domestic Security Investigations, 
Minneapolis is not submitting an LHM to justify continuation of

, full investigation of BANKS as 
submitted justifying-^bntinued 
Indian Movement, xp** -

Bureau (Enc. 5FTRM)

this is being done when LHM is 
full investigation of the American

3 - San Francisco (88-15843) (E^feJss)
2 - Portland (88-7637) (End,. 2) (RM)

^9^ A

3^ JUL 1 1976 »

Approved:
ent in Charge

M PferSent
h



UP 157-846

As .July 4, 1976, approaches and the informant 
information and rumors increase regarding the activities of 
AIM and other militant organizations, it should be 
pointed out to both Portland and San Francisco that DENNIS 
JAMES BANKS, National Executive Director for the AIM, in 
the past, has appeared either at or In the vicinity of 
confrontations between AIM and law enforcement agencies. 
Examples are Custer, South Dakota Courthouse riots 2/73; 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota Takeover, 2/7.3; RESMURS, 6/75, 
and Mt. Rushmore bombing 6/75. Thusly, BANKS' activities 
and whereabouts becomes increasingly significant.

Minneapolis is aware that it is improbable 
BANKS would return to South Dakota where a confrontation 
is possible; further, his extradition to South Dakota 
carries a certain amount of threat. Nevertheless, past 
experience has shown BANKS’ ability to be where the 
action is and in spite of his legal entanglements, 
Minneapolis considers BANKS a threat.

_____________MP T-l is| ~|(per request),I 
I Bureau see san Francisco airtel to

Director, 4/16/76, captioned "AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT'(AIM);
EM-AIM; 00; MP; BUFILEl f

 MP T-2 is I

7(per request).

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS .SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

LEADS

PORTLAND

AT PORTLAND, OREGON

Follow and report extremist activities of BANKS, 
in event he returns -Portland. Provide Minneapolis with 
most recent photograph of BANKS available.

SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO AND OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

BANKS.
1. Follow and report extremist activities of



MP 157-846

2. Report results of investigation conducted 
as result of Information provided by MP T-l In enclosed 
LHM. Also advise If BANKS' residence is relocated in your 
division. Provide Minneapolis with most recent photograph 
of BANKS available.

3*



FD-375 (Rev^2-17-75>
cwct or mt di£xcto* '

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 8W«

Director
United S

June 24, 1976

In Reply, Please Refer te
Service Fib Ne. 157-846

Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20223 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

b Q Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. Q Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. m Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. f~l Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S . demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. f*1 Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. ri Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. G3 Potentially dangerous because pf background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph fx! has been furnished Q enclosed f"! Is not available.

Very truly yours,

Clarence M, Kelley /
Director /

T - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1)
U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enclosure(s)



/n Reply, Please Refer to 
File Wo.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota

June 24, 1976

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Legal Process

In an international American Indian Movement 
<AIM) (See Appendix) press release, issued on June 12, 
1975, at Farmington, New Mexico, An connection with the 
National AIM Convention, it listed Dennis Banks as the 
current National Executive Director of that organization.

On May 12, 1976, the Portland Division of the FBI 
advised that on that date the trial of Dennis James Banks, 
and others, who were indicted along with Banks by a 
Federal Grand Jury in Portland, Oregon on December 22, 
1975, on four counts of violations of the National 
Firearms Act and one count of being a convicted'Aelon 
in possession of a weapon, commenced in United States 
District Court, "Portland, Oregon.

The United States Attorney’s Office, Portland, 
Oregon, advised the court the government would not be 
prepared to prosecute this matter until the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals had rendered a decision regarding a ruling by 
this Court suppressing evidence, seven cases of dynamite, 
seized in this matter. However, the Court dismissed 
the indictment against the defendants with prejudice 
stating that the delay in bringing this matter to trial 
was clearly the fault of the government.. Thereafter, all 
defendants were released from the conditions of their bonds.

******
This document contains neither recommendations 

nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On May 14, 1976, the Portland Division of the 
FBI advised that Dennis James Banks appeared at the 
Multnomah County Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon, on 
May 13, 1976, to answer outstanding charges resulting 
from his failure to appear for sentencing in Custer, 
South Dakota, following his conviction on July 26, 1975, 
for being armed during a riot and assault with a dangerous 
weapon without intent to kill. His ball was set at 
$10,000, pending a decision by the Governor of Oregon 
to extradite Banks to South Dakota.

The Portland, Oregon Division of the FBI 
advised on June 11, 1976, that the Oregon Governor 
announced on June 9, 1976, he was no longer considering the 
extradition of Banks to South Dakota since Banks was in 
California and it was clear to him Banks would take up 
residence there. He then added the California Governor 
has extradition papers for Banks.

The San Francisco Division of the FBI advised 
that Dennis James Banks had on that date posted $10,000 
bond in Municipal Court, San Francisco, California; a 
.hearing on .his extradition is scheduled for July 19, 1976.

Activities

On April 15, 1976, MP T-l, with whom insufficient 
contact has.been made to determine reliability, advised

2



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On May 20, 1976, MP T-2, who has provided 
reliable information in the past, advised Dennis James 
Banks, | 1 is currently
stayIng at the Mac Leod Motel, Fort~Hac Leod, Alberta, 
Canada, wjthL J

b6 
b7C 
b7D

3



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

,, • £
FD-376 (Rev.-124X7-75) 
orricx or i« diiectok

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON. D.C. a««

June 24, 1976

J Director ' fa Reply, Please Refer t»
United States Secret Service RU No. 157-846
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20223 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

I. O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. PI Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

■3. m Threatening or abusive statement about U* S. or foreign official.

4- C Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6* Q Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. ,

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph jXj has been furnished fl enclosed O is not available.

Very truly yours.

1 - Special Agent in Charge <Enclosure(s» (1)
U. 8. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota

Enclosure(s) (1)
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2:50 P

TO
M NITEL

NR 003 PD CODE

FROM:

DENNIS

♦SfSHKS
JUL 0 21976

ULY 2, 1976

MINNEAPOLIS (.157-846)

RAPID CITY (70-10234)

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843)

PORTLAND (

James

RE PORTLaN

37) CP)
-AIM, 00:MINNEAPOLIS

H' ' 1 1 Assoc, Dix. . 
*"Dep.-A.lCAdir^_ 

Dett-A.P.-rn?--
Asst Dir.: ’
Adm. Soft.
Ext AttainsIL
Fin. &
Gen. Inr. y
Went t *
Inspection.
Inuit 7&.SEW
Laboratory , 
Legal Conn, - 
Plan. A EvaL _ 
Rec. Mernt/L.  ̂
Spec.
Training

Telephone Ra. ^6 1 
Directors; ■

HE

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

§
5 13 1976 z

0 FBIHQ,'ET al, JUNE 14, 1976

on July 2, tw, assistant district attorney cada)
MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON

ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO CUSTODY

at San FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, JULY I, 1976. IN CONTACT WITH

SAN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT

WAS TOLD THAT IN EFFECT BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO

custody

alleged

as part

BY

AN

OF

FRANCISCO

his attorney

INDIAN COUPLE

bb
b7C

who had p^si^S their banJ^ssb^oV

the $5,000.bail set for banks* release at san

had REQUESTED THEIR PASSBOOK BE RETURNED THEREFORE

THE Bail on banks WOULD have to be forfeited^nd banks returned 
TO JAIL.

NGSTATED HE ALSO SCERTAINED/THE FOA Da b6
b7C



PAGE TWO PD 88-7637
FROM b6

b7C

ON J(jLY 1, |976, (PRESENTED A REQUEST

TO THE COURT AT SaH FRANCISCO THAT BANKS BE RELEASED ON HIS OWN

RECOGNIZANCE SO THAT HE COULD APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT, PORTLAND,

OREGON, JULY 2, 1976, AT 2:00 P.M., AS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED.

THE COURT APPROVED THIS REQUEST. HE THEN TOOK THE APPROVED 
REQUEST TO BANKS FOR HIS SIGNATURE IN RESULTING RELEASE. |

| WHO WAS PRESENT, REFUSED TO ALLOW BANKS TO SIGN THIS 

REQUEST AND WENT DIRECTLY TO THE SAN FRANCISCO JUDGE WHO HAD 

GIVEN IT HER APPROVAL. IT APPEARsI IaLLEGED TO THE JUDGE

that numerous threats of personal injury had been levied at 
banks and his release could lead to his being harmed, there 
was NO REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PRESENT WHEN

|SPOKE TO THE JUDGE. AS A RESULT, THE JUDGE REVERSED HER 

DECISION.

ADa FURTHER ADVISED THAT AT PREVIOUS HEARINGS IN

PORTLAND, OREGON, BEFORE CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE PATRICK DOOLEY,
Judge dooley has stated that if Oregon governor Robert straub

b6
b7C

DOES NOT SIGN OR ISSUE an ORDER OF ARREST ON BANKS BY JULY 2, 1976,



PAGE’THREE. V PD 88-7637

THE Date of his SCHEDULED court appearance, he will dismiss 
the south Dakota fugitive complaint whether banks is present 
OR NOT. SHOULD JUDGE DOOLEY DO THIS, HE| |WILL

REQUEST an immediate hearing regarding the circumstances of

b6
b7C

BANKS’ RE-ARREST IN SAN FRANCISCO, JULY 1, 1976, AND THE FIRST 

witness that he will call WILL BE, 

PORTLAND AT PORTLAND. WILL FOLLOW AND REPORT RESULTS OF

HEARING.
END.. *

HOLD'

b6
b7C
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : Director, FBI (Bufile - 157-293 09 ) DATE: 8/24/76

FRO nneapolis (157-846)

scbjegt. D01NIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM

The captioned individual has been the subject of a security or extremist investigation by this office. The 
SacraHlBlltO . Division has verified the permanent presence of the .subject in its division

us residing and working at the ad* esses listed below. The - .380^8.08 PtO 
being .considered the new Office of Origin.

Division is

Business Address, Name of Employing Concern and Address, . 
Nature of Employment, and Onion Affiliation, if any.

'Residence address

644 Alvarado, Apt. 244 
Davis, California

Key Facility Data
Geographical Reference Number

TJentifi at ion Division Data
Responsibility

Chect OR note the following applicable statements:
security flash on subject nas been PREVIOUSLY placed in FBI # refore, copy of this form is

designated for Identification Division.
f?~l A security Hash on subject has been PREVIOUSLY placed in Identification Division; however, FBI number is HOT KNOWN. 

The following information, therefore, is being furnished and a copy .of this form is designated for Identification Division,

Race:

Date and Place of Birth;

Other Identifying Numbers;

Fingerprint Classification:

NOTE: Do NOT designate COPY of FD-128 .for Identification Division jf FD-165 previously RETURNED to field office 
____________ .because no fingerprints located on subject. _________________________

Ciieck the foilawing applicable statements:
Ibis individual is the subject of an.ADEX Card. (The Bureau Is requested to make the appropriate changes in the ADEX at
FB/HQ. The..........— . „ ------- —— - —-------- ——................ Division should'affixfheaddresses
'indicatedabove and the appropriate case file nutnbetJ-.it «Am

8
 Subject is designated a Key Black Extremist. EX* Ivo
.Subject is designated a Key Activist.

tXXBn^dwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau.
t J.) A 'photograph,has been furnished to the Bureau.
XXSubjeCt .is included in the Extremist Photograph Album tEPA>. jThe new Office .of Origin .should submit a "new 'complete 

FD-432 showing the new .address and Office of Origin of subject.
ScXDiSsemination made Secret Service locally re above information, (Two copies of FD-366 enclosed for the Bureau)

*■mb*™ —•

auc nn "^6
The foliowio^pertinent items are being forwarded to the new Office of Origin with* its copies of this tetter:
™* Adex Cards - IX] Photograph of subject Icheck apprr>pgjAi&deenrdftTfZ zenod)

Serials (specify/ S®6 attached 1X1 Negative and three copies of most recent -:kene$s
(Designated Office of Origin in receipt of all pertinent aerials photograph , 
-2 copies if FD-366 <1 copy for dissemination Qj None available
to local secret Service) O Previously furnished

(±-identii i®ation Div.) 
Sacramento (Encs, 2) /
Minneapolis

RUC



MP 157-846

Pollowing are serials being forwarded to 
new Office of Origin in this case;

MPlet to Charlotte, WASHRIP, 1/10/73
Mlet and IHM to Bureau, threatened desonstration, 

Pocatello M.S., Pocatello, Idaho, 1/18/73
■ MPneao fros correlation clerk, 1/5/72 

MPrep of 84| H 5/15/73 b6
M Pair tel and IHM "AIM-FUNDING", 7/23/73 b7c
MW? and IHM to Bureau "DBNNIS JAMBS BANKS" 7/25/73 
MPairtel and IBM "DBWIS JAMBS BANKS", 8/7/73 
MPrep of SAl | "DINNIS JAMBS BANKS", 9/17/13
MPlet and IHM, "DINNIS JAMBS BANK", 9/26/73 
CGlet to Bwau with UEM, 9/11/73 
lAlet and IBM to Bureau, 9/10/73 
MPairtel and LHM to Bureau, 12/26/73 
lAairtel and IHM to Bureau, 12/19/73 
OMlet and IHM to Bureau, 3/18/74
MPrep of SA I I 4/18/74 b6
MPairtel and IBM to Bureau, 6/12/74 b?c
MPrep of 8A I I 6/14/74
MPlet and IHM to Bureau, 9/16/74 
WFOairtel and IHM to Bureau, 11/7/74
MPlet and MM to Bureau, 12/16/74 
MPairtel and IBM to Bureau, 1/16/75 
Legat Bern let to Bureau, 2/12/75 
MP KK306 dated 3/21/75
MPlet and IHM to Bureau, 4/21/75 
MPlet and IHM to Bureau, 7/3/75 
MPrep of SAI I 9/29/75 b6
MPairtel and IHM to Bureau, 3/31/76 b?c
MPairtel and LHM, 6/24/76



In Reply, Please Refer fo 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Minneapolis, Minnesota
August 24, 1976

oupjcvi. DENNIS JAMES BANKS

CHARACTER: EXTREMIST MATTER

REFERENCE: Federal Bureau of Investigation memorandum 
at Minneapolis dated June 24, 1976*

.Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified):

Residence: 644-Alvarado, Apartment 244 
Davis, California

Employment:

t-s9-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency >



‘ , UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to • DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 9/24/76

if
J,' -

EROwy^AC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

rEM - AIM 
00: SC

>ltq
Re Minneapolis FD-128, 8/24/76.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for San 
Francisco two copies, and for Minneapolis one copy of LHM, 
dated and captioned as above.

One copy of LHM is being designated for U.S. Secret 
Service, Sacramento, with FD-376 attached thereto.

By referenced FD-128, Sacramento was designated 00 
in this matter'relating to captioned subject.

SC T-l utilized in LHM isI

LEADS:

SAN FRANCISCO:

AT SAN FRANCISCO AND OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA:

Will follow and report any extremist activities on 
the part of BANKS and results of hearing scheduled for 
11/15/76, regarding his extradition to South Dakota.

SACRAMENTO:

AT SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA:

Will continue to follow activities of BANKS. i

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED'/A&MED AND DANGEROUS. <9 ?-

^2^ Bureau (Enc^5) (RM) PMOs
San Francisco (88-15843)(Enc. 2)(RM) 3 SEP 27 1976 

1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 
. 2 - Sacramento *
|^:eP,8

U-Si Savings'Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
L lw/(K



F&-376 (Rev, 10-9*73) 
* orrict or tub oixbctok

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

VASHINCTON. D C. IMIS

September 24, 1976

Director
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D* C. 20220

tn Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. Pl Threats, or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2- Pl Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4- O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U- S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6* Q Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. 5? Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph has been furnished Q enclosed Q *s available.

Very truly yours,

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure's)) 
U. S. Secret Service, Sacramento

Enclosure(s)



In Reply, FleaM Refer to 
File

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Sacramento, California 
September 24, 1976

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

In an international American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(See Appendix) press release, issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the National AIM 
Convention, it listed Dennis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of that organization.

On May 14, 1976, the Portland Division of the FBI 
advised that Dennis James Banks appeared at the Multnomah 
County Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon, on May 13, 1976, to ' 
answer outstanding charges resulting from his failure to 
appear for Sentencing in Custer, South Dakota, following his 

j conviction on July 26, 1975, for being armed during a riot 
I and assault with a dangerous weapon without intent to kill. 
I His bail was set at §10,000 pending a decision by the Governor 
j of Oregon to^extradite Banks to South Dakota.

The Portland Division of the FBI advised on June 11, 
1976, that the Governor of Oregon announced on June 9, 1976, 
that he was no longer considering the extradition of Banks to 
South Dakota since Banks was in California, and it was clear 
to him Banks would take up residence there. He then added 
that the Governor of California has extradition papers for 
Banks.

The San Francisco Division of the FBI advised that 
Dennis James Banks had on that date posted $10,000 bond in 
Municipal Court, San Francisco, California, and a hearing on 
his extradition is scheduled for July 19, 1976.

An article appearing in the September 17, 1976, 
issue of the "Sacramento Union", a daily Sacramento, 
California newspaper, captioned "Bail Reduced", reads as 
follows:

This document contains neither 
reconuendatlcns nor conclusions of 

property of 
the and is loaned to your agency, 
it and its contents arc not to ho 
distributed outside your agency

Sources whoso identities arc concealed 
‘herein have burnished reliable informa- 

ENCLOSUREtion in the past except where otherwise 
noted.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

•J 4
'<1 >

"A judge in San Francisco Thursday reduced bail for 
American Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks to

| $2,500 and postponed until Nov. 15 a hearing on 
| whether he would be . extradited to South Dakota, to 
I face armed riot-and assault charges"? Municipal 

Judge Mary Moran Pajalich said she was told Monday
I by the office of Gov. Brown that he had been busy 
' with legislative matters and had not acted on an 

extradition warrant from South Dakota. The judge 
denied a request by Banks’ attorney, Dennis Roberts, 
to cancel completely the $5,500 bond on grounds the 
Indian leader, who is out on bail, had shown up for 
all court hearings. Banks, accompanied to court by 
several Indian associates, said he planned to start 
teaching tribal law and Indian philosophy Sept. 30 
at DQ University, near Davis."

Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University (DQU) is an 
Indian educational institution which is located on property 
formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communications facility. 
This property was seized by a band of militant Indians in 
November, 1970, having been abandoned by the U.S. Army, and 
the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare subse
quently provided funding enabling a so-called university to 
be established.

Activities

On September 17, 1976, SC T-l, who has knowledge

1 that captioned subject had 
apparently received an appointment as an instructor or 
assistant professor at DQU, commencing in the fall, 1976, and 
would be living somewhere in the vicinity of Davis or 
Woodland, California.

On the same date, inquiry of the manager at 644 
Alvarado Avenue, Davis, revealed that |

Hat that address rrom July 1, iy/6 
until August 31, 1976. Banks left a forwarding address of 
Box 409, Davis, California, c/o DQU. *

b7D

b6
b7C

It is noted that previous investigation concerning 
AIM has determined that Box 409 is assigned to DQU.

2



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

The above inquiry further determined that Banks and 
his wife were quite friendly with an unknown female who 
worked in the administrative office of DQU and resided in an 
apartment complex at| ] Upon leaving b6
644 Alvarado Avenue, Banks stated he intended to assume the B7c
position of a teacher at DQU for the forthcoming year. Banks 
also expressed the intention to hold some sort of benefit in 
the city of Davis to raise funds for student scholarships at 
DQU since federal monies had not yet been received for that 
purpose. Banks claimed that possibly the well-known enter
tainer, Harry Belafonte, might appear in support of this 
benefit.

On September 17, 1976, inquiry of the manager at 
the apartment complex at[ advised
that Dennis Banks and his wire were trecuent visitors to Apt.

1 I at that address, which was being rented by! 1 ___ b6
b7C

who is an employee off

T This individual recently moved to Apt. I___ Jat the same 
address, which she has leased from September 1, 1976 to 
August 31, 1977. Two other individuals also reside with_______  

] whose names are|

On the same date, contact with the UCD Police 
Department failed to reveal any current information regarding 
Dennis Banks or any knowledge of a possible forthcoming 
benefit to be held in the Davis area in support of DQU.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

3



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)

A source advised on May 22, 1975, that the AIM was 
formed in 1968 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as a civil rights 
organization with stated goals to secure Indian self-determination 
and to eliminate the destructive tendencies of Christianity, 
whiteroriented education and the Federal Government from Indian 
life, along with the yoke of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are'hot 
considered violence-prone; however, AIM members led by various 
violence-prone leaders have participated in the takeover of 
the BIA Building, Washington, D. C., in November, 1972, and 
participated in confrontations with local authorities which 
resulted in violence at Scottsbluff, Nebraska; the Rapid City - 
Custer area of South Dakota; the Occupation of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, by force of arms from February 27, 1973, through 
May 8, 1973. Since that time, AIM leaders, members and 
supporters have also been involved in numerous confrontations 
with local and Federal authorities, including the killing of 
-a deputy sheriff in Arizona, the severe beating of two.police 
officers in South Dakota, and extensively damaging a county 
courthouse at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Other incidents which 
AIM has been a party to included the takeover of the Alexian 
Brothers Novitiate, Gresham, Wisconsin; the Fairchild Plant, 
Shiprock, New Mexico; and a Pork Plant in Wagner, South Dakota, 
all occurring in early 1975,

Two FBI Agents were ambushed and slain by Indians on 
June 26. 1975, on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Indian Reserva
tion. On November 25, 1975, four Indians were indicted by a 
Federal Grand Jury in Rapid City, South Dakota, in connection with 

‘^■the murder of the Agents. Sources advised on December 9.,. 1975,, 
that all four indicted Indians are members of the AIM.

4*



SAC, Sacramento (157-4159)
*1 ‘ / *

' Director, FBI l '

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

November 4, 1976

b6
b7C

EM - AIM

ReSC letter and LHM 10/19/76 which LHM was to advise 
the Department of Justice of the justification for a continued 
full investigation of subject*

Referenced LHM is not being disseminated by FBIHQ 
for the folloving reasons:

On page two, there is no connection shown between 
the killing of two 7BI agents on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
Indian Reservation and the subject. It should be shown that 
subject's Indictment at Portland. Oregon, on 12/22/75 was in 
connection with RESMURS fugitive! ~l b6

b7C

The statement at the end of the last full paragraph 
on page two that the specific acts of force and violence associated 
with Banks have been documented by the news media is not acceptable. 
It is the responsibility of the FBI to document properly the basis 
for an investigation* The Investigations Review Unit of the 
Department of Justice cannot be expected to consult the news media 
to obtain the basis for an investigation. Accordingly, Sacramento 
should submit an amended LHM adequat^rand completely documenting 
Banks’ involvement in acts of force and violence.
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)
1 - San Franclscp (88~15§43)

JDP: ekw < j j ,(8) CKv
ku«, Dlr. _ 

w. *vNOTE: 
Pm. AO

Meah , 
ln«po,

Cove.
Roe. A f vol

Spec*

txh Attest

s

t.V
©!««<« , .MAIL ROOJ

} instructions relating to submission of 
e -wi ;n Attorney General guidelines).

b6
b7C

TELETYPE UNIT CD

fopROVEO:
^?©c, Dtf
Ocp. AD Adm..
Dcp. AD Inv.
Asst, Oin:
/Wm> Serv—.
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Fin. £ PiM'S.- 
f “ -■
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Lo^ai Court......

& Ins?-,.
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Training
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
•4

TO

FROM

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

AC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P)

date: 10/19/76

subject: DENNIS JAMES^BANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: SC

ReBuairtel to Minneapolis, 9/20/76, enclosing for 
Minneapolis and interested offices a copy of the Attorney
General's memorandum to the Director, 
captioned "American Indian Movement", 
Bureau, 9/24/76.

FBI, dated 9/14/76, 
and SClet and LHM to

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and for
Minneapolis and San Francisco one copy each of LHM setting 
forth justification for continued full investigation of 
subject BANKS.

SC T-l is

LEADS:

SACRAMENTO:

AT SACRAMENTO,' CALIFORNIA:

Will continue to follow activities of BANKS.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AjRMED AND DANGEROUS.

z?7- a^sc*?-
2^ Bureau (Enc. 5) (RM)
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Enc. 1)(Info)(RM)
1 - San Francisco (88-15843)(Enc. 1)(Info)(RM)
2 - Sacramento
JRB:epg
(6)

t OCT 211976

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



In Repfy, Pl&M Rtfer to

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Sacramento, California 
October 19, 1976

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

In an international American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(See Appendix) press release, issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the National AIM 
Convention, itklisted Dennis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of that organization.

Background

AccordingXto records of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA), Minneapo.is, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks was 
born April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota. He is 
enrolled at the Leech Like Reservation on roll #50 of 
Minnesota Chippewa Trib.eKBasic Role. Banks* father is 
unknown, and his mothen ih listed as Annie Banks, deceased 
March 1, 1961. ] \

Residence ana Emprpyment 
____________ On September! 17, 19^6, SC T-l, who has knowledge of

I [ learnea that Banks naa apparently received an appoint
ment as an instructor lor assistant professor at Deganawidah 
Quetzalcoatl University (DQU) commencing in the fall of 1976, 
and would be living somewhere in the vicinity of Davis or 
Woodland, California. \

On September 17,’ 1976. inquiry at 644 Alvarado 
Avenue, Davis, revealed that

I ~| fromiJuly 1, iy/o until August bi, iy/6.
Banks left a forwarding address of Box 409, Davis, California.

It is noted that previous investigation concerning 
AIM has determined th it Box 409 is assigned to DQU.

b6
b7C

b7D

b6
b7C

Thia document contains .neither 
recommendations nor conclusions o:1 
the FBI. It is the property o* 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents arc not to ha 
distributed outside your agency

Sources whose identities are concealed 
herein have furnished reliable informa
tion in the past except where ovherw*ss 

" )£/



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

DQU is an Indian educational institution which is 
located on property formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communi
cations facility. This property was seized by a band of 
militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned by 
the U.S. Army, and thfe U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be established.

On September! 29, 1976, in an attempt to interview 
Banks concerning a criminal matter, inquiry was made at 1905 
Anderson Court, Davis,iwhich inquiry received a response that 
Banks was expected to return to that address at approximately 
3:00 p.m. on the same cate.

Activities
I \

Banks Has be ;n associated with the following AIM 
activities\

Takeovervof/the BIA Building, Washington, 
D.C., in November, 1972

Occupation\pf Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
by force on arms from February 27, 1973 - 
May 8, 1973\

Two FBI Agents were ambushed and slain by Indians 
on June 26, 1975, orf the Pine Ridge, South Dakota Indian 
Reservation. Four Indiaps were indicted by the Federal Grand 
Jury, Rapid City, Sbuth Dakota, and all four are members of 
AIM. I A

On December 22, 1975, Banks and others were indicted 
by Federal Grand Jury, Portland, Oregon, on four counts of 
violations of the/National Firearms Act and one count of 
being a convicted' felon in possession of a weapon. The 
specific acts of/force and violence associated with Banks 
have been documented by the news media.

Physical Description

Subject is described\as follows:

2



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Race:
Sex:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Height:
Weight:
Hair:
Eyes:
Complexion:
Build:
Scars and Marks:

American Indian
Male
April 12, 1937
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
5'11" 
170 pounds
Black, long

FBI #:
Military #
Minneapo Police

Departni^nt

Brown 
Copper 
Medium
Tattoo, "J 
upper arm; 
arm; left 
Account # 
118 417 D 
Air Force

47315

Recommendation

In view of su 
of force and violence a; 
National Executive Dire

apan 54-57”, right 
"Dagger”, right fore

arm - Social Security 
”502-28-0630" and spade

703-557-0251

ibj ect's documented history of acts 
inc in view of his position of

or of AIM, continued full investiga
tion of the activities of Banks appears warranted.

IN VIEW OF PASt\ ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND D GEROUS.

3
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. IO

O»A FFM* C4j CFR1

UNITED STAtI^OVERNMENT

Memorandum
:DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

?SAC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM
00: Sacramento

date: 11/5/76

/u' Re Sacramento letter and LHM to the Bureau, 
10/19/76.

________ The following investigation was conducted by
SA| |

DAVIS, CALIFORNIA

On 10/20/76, Officer , University
of California at Davis (UCD) Police Department, Davis, 
advised that records of that department failed to reflect 
any information concerning DENNIS JAMES BANKS.

On 10/20/76,1 I Community
Relations Officer, Police Department, Davis, upon being 
contacted concerning DENNIS JAMES BANKS, provided the 
following information:

I I advised that his department was
well aware of the presence of BANKS at Deganawidah 
Quetzalcoatl University (DQU). He advised that BANKS 
has been no problem to the Police Department and that 
he had an appointment with BANKS at 2:00 p.m. on that 
date.

I , Istated that BANKS had agreed to 
talk with him since he was working through the California 
Aggie Christian Association and that the purpose of the 
association was to furnish a means of coordination 
and liaison with the many ethnicggroups attending the 
Universities in the Davis community.

Bureau (RM) ' Ktb’4
3 - Minneapolis (Rapid1£City) ‘(RM) 
'2 - Sacramento
JRB/mlr

70^231976

3 NOV 8 1976

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Btgularly on tlx Payroll Saj^ngs Plan
HIM 10



SC 157-4159

the Davis Police Department was not aware of any vehicles 
being utilized by BANKS and did not know where he was 
residing. He stated that the appointment with BANKS 
was to be held at the DQU campus.

On 10/28/76,| U. S. Probation and
Parol Office, Federal Building, 050 Capitol Mall. 
Sacramento, California, advised thatl Thad____
directed a letter dated 10/12/76 to I_____

| wherein she 
indicated that she had changed her plans and did not 
intend to travel to I I She indicated
in her letter that she planned to remain in the

I I area and requested that her

' I She indicated that she was then living
with I I
______________ She indicated that she had applied for 
housing at the | and that the
housing authority had assured her that action would be 
taken on her application far Noticing hv in/?.1/76.__

~]advisea mar on that dare, iu/zs/76, 
he had just received a telephone call from a female 
attorney who gave her name asl I indicating she was 
calling from ^ertHFrancisco and was representingl

Jadv i s e d that I Is t at e d
thatl Iwas remaining id" land would
not

stated that the Bureau 
or Indian Attairs ibiaj nad extended a grant tb|

I to attend college.

robability J
Iconcluded by stating that in all

On 11/3/76,1_______ ._____ previously
mentioned, advised that in his 10/20/76 meeting with

- 2 -



SC 157-4159

BANKS, the meeting centered on a discussion of community 
relations programs of the Davis Police Department. He 
advised that BANKS had indicated that he teaches two 
courses a week at DQU and that it would be only on rare 
occasions he would travel into the city of Davis. He 
stated BANKS assured him the Davis Police Department 
would have his complete cooperation, that there was no 
drugs, firearms or excessive alcohol at DQU and that 
he was welcome to monitor classes or Indian community
type functions at DQU. BANKS'claimed that he did not 
trust the FBI but that he would cooperate fully with 
the Davis Police Department and that if they had problems 
with Indians or the arrest of an Indian, including himself, 
that it would only require a telephone call and that 
person would present himself to the Davis Police Department.

I ______ stated that in his contact with b6
BANKS, he did not determine where BANKS was residing or b7c
the type of vehicle he was utilizing and was left with 
the impression that BANKS is residing in one of the 
dormitories on the campus of DQU.

LEADS:

MINNEAPOLIS

AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA. Will contact
U. S. Federal Probation and Parole Officers| I or fa6

Ito determine whether in their contact with] I b7c
I whether she mentioned the plans of I I

the subject, as far as his returning to the South Dakota 
area or plans to remain in the Davis, California, area.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED ANd DANgEROTHT

- 3 -
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

FRANCISCO (100-79338)(P)

date: 12/7/76

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM- AIM 
00: Sacramento

Re Sacramento letter to Director, 9/24/76.

On 11/24/76, investigation conducted by San 
Francisco Division regarding extradition hearing for 
BANKS revealed that he appeared before Municipal Court 
Judge PAJALICH, San Francisco, on 11/15/76, and that 
this hearing on his extradition to South Dakota was 

_postponed until 1/17/77, at 9:30 a.m. in the San 
Francisco Municipal Court. BANKS posted a $500 bail 
before Judge PAJALICH and he was subsequently released.

LEADS

, SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Will follow and 
report results of hearing scheduled for 1/17/77.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED*AND DANGEROUS.

DEC 9 197&___ I
A _________
b6
b7C

- Bureau (RM)
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)(RM)
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Info)(RM) 
2 - San Francisco
HLY:ekf 
(7)

U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Rayroll Savings Plan
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- UNITED STATES GO«NMENT

U Memorandum
to : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 12/6/76

from /(TH/SAC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P)

EM - 
00

DENNISsubject:
IM 

SC

AMES BANKS

yp1
ReBulet to Sacramento, 11/4/76.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and for
Minneapolis and San Francisco one copy each of LHM setting 
forth justification for continued full investigation of 
subject BANKS.

LEADS:

SC T-l is

SC T-2 is

b7D

SACRAMENTO:

AT SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA:

Will continue to follow activities of BANKS.

u IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES , BANKS SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

REC-39
£> Bureau (E^c. 5)$M) EX TD5 3?
1 - Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM)at" f,-n s
1 - San Francisco (88-15843) (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM) D
2 - Sacramento ' —— —* — — /
JRB:epg 
(6) 23 DEC 13 1976

61977

NONSYMBOL SOURCE 
PAGE ATTACHED

• Bay U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
59)9-119



SC 157-4159 
*

NON-SYMBOL NUMBER SOURCE PAGE

Administrative Source Page should be 
detached prior to routing to Resident Agency.



In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 
Fil* Nfc

UNITED STAGES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Sacramento, California 
December 6, 1976

release/ issued on June 12, 1975, at 
b, in connection with the National AIM 
’Dennis Banks as the current National 
\that organization.

DENNIS JAME^ BANKS

In an international/ American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(See Appendix) press 
Farmington, New Mexi< 
Convention, it liste< 
Executive Director o:

Background

According to yedbrds of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks was born 
April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota. He is enrolled at 
the Leech Lake Reservation on roll #50 of Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe Basic Role. Banks’a father is unknown, and his mother 
is listed as Annie Banks/(deceased March 1, 1961.

Residence and Employment 
____________ On September /?, 1(976, SC T-l, who has knowledge of 

I____________________________________________________________________ H b7D
| learned that Banks had apparently received an appoint

ment as an instructor or assistant professor at Deganawidah 
Quetzalcoatl University (DQU) \commencing in the fall of 1976, b6 
and would be living somewhere in the vicinity of Davis or b7c
Woodland, California./ \

On September 17, 1976\ inquiry at 644 AlvgZado 
Avenue. Davis, revealed that| ~| b6

I _ I froiA July 1, 19i76 until Augu^T31,' 1976.
Banks left a forwarding address of Box 409»^avis, California.

It is noted that previous investigation concerning 
AIM has determined that Box 409 fs assigned to DQU.

This dodment contains neither 
reconae/datisns nor conclusions of 
the FBH It is the propenty of 
the FBy and is loaned to ypur agency; 
it and/its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency *

rrnineimp Sources whose identities are concealed 
herein have furnished reliable informa
tion in the past except where otherwise 
noted.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

DQU is an Indian educational institution which is 
located on property formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communi
cations facility. This property was seized by a band of 
militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned by 
the U.S. Army, and the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be established.

On November 18, IS 76, SC T-l advised that Banks 
continues to reside at 644 Alvarado Avenue, Davis, California.

On November 18, IS 76, SC T-l advised that Banks is 
instructing in two topics at DQU, namely native American 
philosophy in religion and e. federal Indian law seminar.

Activities \ I

On July 13, 19?2j 
Judicial, Prevention and \Entorcement Service, Bureau or Indian 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis,I Minnesota, advised that Dennis 
Banks is a principal leaden of AIM and is an advocate of 
violence. V

Banks, in a speech on December 12, 1972, to the 
Native American Student Association at Idaho State University, 
Pocatello, Idaho, described himself as a caravan chairman 
responsible for the ’’Trail of\Broken Treaties”, the group 
that traveled to Washington, D.C. and occupied the BIA Head
quarters Building on November k-8, 1972. He is reported as 
stating, ’’This country was founded on violence. Violence is 
a very normal thing. It/s the post normal thing you and I 
know of - violence is the only thing this country understands. 
The Indian wars have non ended/( The above information 
appeared in the "Idaho State Jovknal”, the evening newspaper 
of Pocatello, Idaho. I \

On February 27, 1973, members of AIM with non
Indian supporters, seized hostages and by force of arms 
occupied the town of wounded Kneel South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked/ six members|of AIM were wounded, two 
fatally, two federal/officers werq wounded, one permanently 
paralyzed, in several exchanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding government forces.! On May 8, 1973, the 
occupation ended by the surrender of the remaining occupants. 
More than 200 arrests were made invconnection with the 
occupation.

2



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

•

On January 25, 1974, SC T-2 advised that during 
the occupation of Wounded Knee, Banks carried a .45, a .38, 
and a Japanese pistol.

The October 11, 1974, edition of the ’’Winnipeg 
Free Press”, Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article, 
’’Government - Indian Clash Bfest Method: Banks." In this 
article, Banks stated that violent confrontations have proven 
to be the best method of getting governments to listen to 
Indian problems and Indians will continue to use it as long 
as government official's fail to live up to their responsibili
ties. Banks told a large audience of students at the University 
of Manitoba that this is the only way the U.S. Government will 
listen. Banks further stated that if governments stop listen
ing again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be only a 
warning of more large-scale actions to come.

As a result of Banks’ activities at Wounded Knee, 
on March 20, 1973, he was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury 
at Sioux Falls, South DakotaJ on charges of Crime on an Indian 
Reservation - Burglary, Larceny, Arson; Assaulting a Federal 
Officer; Impeding and Interfering with Federal Officers During 
the Commission of a Civil Disorder; Unlawful Possession of 
Unregistered Firearms (specifically molotov cocktails); and 
Conspiracy. Also in connection with the Wounded Knee incident, 
Banks was indicted by a FedfcrajL Grand Jury iri Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, on April 10, /1973, on two counts of assaulting 
federal officers. This indictment was in connection with the 
shooting of an FBI Agent and a United States Marshal who was 
partially paralyzed. / \

On June 25, 19/3, Bank! surrendered himself to a 
Deputy U.S. Marshal and an FBI Agent at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and immediately/appeared before James H. Wilson, U.S. 
Magistrate, Rapid City,/South Dakdta, who set bond at $105,000. 
On June 28, 1973, Banks was released on bond.

On April 15/ 1976, SC T-3, with whom insufficient 
contact has been had to determine reliability, advised that

b7D

I

3



DENNIS JAMES’ BANKS

a r'tWMmHal_ snurrp

b7D

b7D
On Octob 

abroad, advised t-h

On May 21, 1975, Banks spoke at the ceremonies 
opening an AIM-sponsored ’'survival school” in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He stated that AIM was "joining forces with 
Third World groups located in M: cronesia, South Africa, and 
South America". \

Physical Description

Subject is described js follows:

Race:
Sex:
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Height:
Weight:
Hair:
Eyes: 
Complexion: 
Build;
Scars and Marks:

FBI #:
Military #:
Minneapolis Poli

Department #: 47315

American Indian
Male
pril 12, 1937
deral Dam, Minnesota

'll"
0 pounds 
ack, long 
own

opper 
tedium

Tattoo, "Japan 54-57", right 
upper arm; "Dagger", right fore
arms left arm - Social Security 
Account #"502-28-0630" and spade 
118 417 D
Air Force 703-557-0251

4



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Recommendation

In view of subject’s documented history of acts of 
force and violence and in view of his position of National 
Executive Director of AIM, continued full investigation of 
the activities of Banks appears warranted.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

5-



1 -Sacramento Field Guidance .
1 - b6

b7C

§
I

SAC, Sacramento (137-4159)

Director, FBI (157-29309)

1/5/77

PERSONAL ATTENTION

O
DENNIS JAMES BANKS
EM - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)

ReSClet and LHM 10/1^9/76, Bulet to Sacramento 
11/4/76 and SClet and LHM 12/6/76.^1

Referenced Sacramento 10/19/76 LHM was submitted 
as a memorandum justifying the continued full investigation 
of subject in view of his activities and position in AIM 
which is the subject of a full investigation as approved 
by the Attorney General.

Referenced Bureau letter pointed out that the 
Sacramento 10/19/76 LHM showed no connection between the
killing of two FBI Agents on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
Indian Reservation and the subject. This incident was 
referred to in the LHM. The paragraph following did not 
mention this incident but stated that subject had been

——Indicted at Portland, Oregon, on 12/22/75 on various
... charges. Subject’s indictment was not related in the
L 1 1HI to the murder of the FBI Agents. Referenced Bureau 
; le :ter specifically instructed that it should be shown 
2 that subject’s indictment was 
r ^ujitive j

was in connection with RESMURS *
EX-109 REC-86

Do- AD A4m, 
AD !«¥-*,

Referenced Sacramento LHM 12/6/76 makes”Vo
( re :erence to either of the above incidents. This.LHM: 1077 
contains on cages 3 and 4 information furnished oir‘4/15776

b6 
b7C 
b7D

~ FBI HQ tiles indicate that hone of the information furnished by 
| |was ever confirmed and in fact ! I activities were
- such tollowing his contact with the FBI to indicate that| 
“information should not be considered reliable.

(if. AM.tr*

1*WV- - - - J- 
, j _-Jt

_ .■■■■•■ -
L*^***^ — ■ -

n- -

IUc<
$K<‘ r -

This April, 1976, information is followed in the LHM 
by incidents occurring in 1974 and 1975.

1 - Minneapolis (157-846)
‘ “ co .(88-15843)1 San Fran

ETYPE UNIT
F©f/OOJ



Le11er to SAC,.Sacramento 
; Re: Dermis Janies Banks 
.157-29309 ' <

■ The information furnished by . which was ?
\ not included in your 10/19/76 LHM, should not be • 

included in an LHM documenting activities of Banks.

As instructed in referenced Bureau letter the 
; information showing an association*between- Banks and , 

-RESMURS-fugitive| |should be included in the LHM
in a manner to .snow this connection. , "

The LHM should set forth the information in a 
logical arid chronological sequence. /

■ The.amended LHM should be submitted promptly, 
. within one week of the receipt of this communication.

■ VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS; i

b6 
b7C 
b7D

;b6
'. b7C

: ..... ... < . APPROVED:

~ ' S Di rector..........
/ :. ' ' ' "< .Assoc. Dlhh

■'oc?.

V.. : - \ Qgp, AO

v...........- - . Lef.o! Coun..
Ext. ' Ph’’-

ho: ^’7

(riteii. _ ■ Jra 1 riing.._............w-
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G»A FAMA <41 Cr»> 10t.11.«

' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
jg&RECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date; 1-/14/77

SAC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (P)

: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
- AIM

00: Sacramento

Re Bureau letter to Sacramento, 1/5/77 
Sacramento letter and LHM dated 12/6/76

and

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and 
for Minneapolis and San Francisco, one copy each of 
LHM setting forth justification for continued full 
investigation of subject BANKS.

SC T-l

SC T-2

LEADS:

SACRAMENTO

At Sacramento, California: Will continue to 
follow activities of BANKS.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2)- Bureau '(Enc.-5) (RM)
T - Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc.-l) (Info) (RM)
1 - San Francisco (88-15843) (Enc.-l) (Info) (RM)
2 - Sacramento
JRB:jk 
(6)

(V

NON

Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



SC 157-4159

NON-SYMBOL NUMBER SOURCE PAGE

SC T-3 is (Protect), b6
b7C
b7D

ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE PAGE SHOULD 
BE DETACHED PRIOR TO ROUTING TO 
RESIDENT AGENCY.

- 2 -



In Reply, Please Refer ta 
RUeA'a.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Sacramento, California

January 24, 1977

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Z
S 

Fb
£ 1^1 $”4

C
o^

S 
>^

rr
\t)

 ^//7
|?

7

In an international American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(see Appendix) press release, issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the National AIM 
Convention, it listed Dennis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of that organization. I

BACKGROUND

According to 4 records of the'jBureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks was born
April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota.' He is enrolled at 
the Leech Lake Reservation on Roll #50 of Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe Basic Role. Banks’ father is unknown, and his mother 
is listed as Annie Banks, deceased March 1, 1961.

RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT

___________ On September 17, 1976, SC T-l. who has knowledge of___
b7D

learned that Banks had apparently received an appointment as 
an instructor or assistant professor at Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl 
University (DQU) commencing in the fall of 1976,'and would be 
living somewhere in the vicixiity of Davis or Woodland, California.

b6
On September 17, 1976, inquiry at 644 Alvarado Avenue, b7c

Davis, revealed that I I
I |from July 1, 1976 until August 31, 1976. Banks left a 
forwarding address of Box 409, Davis, California.

Sources whose identities are concealed herein 
have furnished reliable information in the 
past except where otherwise noted.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

It is noted that previous investigation con
cerning AIM has determined that Box 409 is assigned to 
DQU.

DQU is an Indian educational institution which 
is located on property formerly occupied by a U. S. Army 
communications facility. This property was seized by a band 
of militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned 
by the U. S. Amy, and the U. S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be "established.

On November 18, 1976, SC T-l advised that Banks , 
continues to reside at 644 Alvarado Avenue, Davis, California.

On November 18, 1976, SC T-l advised that Banks 
is instructing in two topics at DQU, namely native American 
philosophy in religion and a Federal Indian law seminar.

ACTIVITIES

On July 13, 1972J ~ | fa6
Judicial, Prevention and Enforcement Service, Bureau of Indian b7' 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that Dennis 
Banks is a principal leader of AIM and is an advocate of 
violence.

Banks, in a speech on December 12, 1972, to the 
Native American Student Association at Idaho State University, 
Pocatello, Idaho, described himself as a caravan chairman 
responsible for the "Trail of Broken Treaties’’, the group 
that traveled to Washington, D. C. and occupied the BIA Head
quarters Building on November 2-8, 1972. He is reported as 
stating, "This country was founded on violence. Violence is 
a very normal thing. It’s the most normal thing you and I 
know of - violence is the only thing this country understands. 
The Indian wars have not ended". The above information 
appeared in the "Idaho State Journal", the evening newspaper 
of Pocatello, Idaho.

- 2 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On February 27, 1973, members of AIM with non
Indian supporters, seized hostages and by force of arms 
occupied the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked, six members of AIM were wounded, two 
fatally, two Federal officers were wounded, one permanently 
paralyzed, in several exhcanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, the 
occupation ended by the surrender of the remaining occupants. 
More than 200 arrests were made in connection with the 
occupation.

/As a result of Banks' activities at Wounded, Knee, 
on March 20, 1973, he was indicted by a FederaL_Grand .Jury 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on charges of Crime-on-an^hdian 

Reservation - Burglary, .Larceny., _ Arson;_Assaulting a _ Federa 1 
Officer^Impeding and Interfering with Federal Officers During 
the Commission of“a-Civil~Disorder; Unlawful Possession of 
Unregistered Firearms (specifically molotov cocktails); and 
Conspiracy. Also in connection with the Wounded Fnee incident, 
Banks was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, on April 10, 1973, on two counts of, assaulting 
Federal officers. This indictment was in connection with the

. shooting of an FBI Agent and a United States Marshal who was 
' partially paralyzed.

On June 25, 1973, Banks surrendered himself to a 
Deputy U. S. Marshal and an FBI Agent at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and immediately appeared before James H. Wilson, U. S. 
Magistrate, Rapid City, South Dakota, who set bond at $105,000. 
On June "28, 1973, Banks was released on bond.

On January 25, 1974, SC T-2 advised that during 
the occupation of Wounded Knee, Banks carried a .45, a .38, 
and a Japanese pistol.

The, October 11, 1974, edition of the"Winnipeg Free 
Press", Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article, "Government - 
Indian Clash Best Method: Banks." In this article, Banks

- 3 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

stated that violent confrontations have proven to be the 
best method of getting Governments to listen to Indian 
problems and Indians will continue to use it as long as 
Government officials fail to live up to their responsibilities. 
Banks told a large audience of students at the University of 
Manitoba that this is the only way the U. S. Government will 
listen. Banks further stated that if Governments stop listen
ing again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be only a 
warning of more large-scale actions to come.

On October 11, 1974, SC T-3, a confidential source 
abroad. aHv-i t-haf- I I 

On May 21, 1975, Banks spoke at the ceremonies 
opening an AIM-sponsored "survival school" in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He stated that AIM was "joining forces with 
Third World groups located in Micronesia, South Africa, 
and South America'*.

On June 26, 1975, two FBI Agents were ambused and 
slain by Indians, while conducting an investigation on the 
Pine Ridge, South'Dakota Indian Reservation. Four Indians 
were indicted by the Federal Grand Jury on November 25, 1975, 
charged with the premeditated murders of the two FBI Agents.

was,one of the four Indians charged 
in tne above indictment. In addition to the above,f ] 
in November, 1972, was charged with "Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecution”, in connection with his attempted murder of a 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin police officer. I ~|was a Federal 
Fugitive at the time the two FBI Agents were slain.-t 1

Investigation placedf 1 in Seattle, Washington,
in November, 1975, accompanied by Dennis James Banks. Sub
sequently, I Hwas reported to be traveling with companions 
in a motor home and a Plymouth station wagon.

b7D

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

- 4 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On November 14, 1975, the motor home and
Plymouth station wagon were stopped by Oregon State Police,
Ontario, Oregon. I ~l fled from the scene of the stop, b6
believed accompanied by another male. Four individuals b7c
were arrested at the scene, one of which was! I

I | Investigation placed
Banks in Ontario, Oregon in November, 1975, and that he 
was traveling with friends in the motor home.

LEGAL PROCESS

As a result of the above incident, Banks, | ~|
I I and three other persons were indicted by the t7c
Federal Grand Jury, Portland, Oregon, on November 25, 1975.
The indictment returned contained nine' counts charging 
violation of Title 26, U. S. Code, Sections 5841, 5842, 
5861(D), 5861(H) and 5871. Banks was named specifically 
in Count Ten, "convicted felon did wilfully possess.firearms".

On January 24, 1976, Banks was apprehended in San 
Francisco, California, on the above charges.

On May 12, 1976, the indictment was dismissed 
against Banks and the other defendants’in the U. S. District 
Court, Portland, Oregon. The Court, in dismissing the 
indictment/ stated the delay in bringing this matter to 
trial was the fault of the Government.

On November 15, 1976, Banks appeared in Municipal 
Court, San Francisco, California, for a hearing on his 
extradition to South Dakota, where he is 'charged with "Armed 
Riot and assault". The hearing was continued to January 17, 
1977.

- 5 -



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Subject is described as follows:

RECOMMENDATION

Race: American Indian
Sex: Male
Date of birth: April 12, 1937
Place of birth: Federal Dam, Minnesota
Height: 5'11" ’
Weight: 170 pounds
Hair: Black, long
Eyes-. Brown
Complexion: Copper
Build: Medium
Scars and Marks: Tattoo, "Japan 54-57",

* right upper arm; "Dagger", 
right forearm; left arm, 
Social Security Account 
#502-28-0630", and Spade.

FBI Number: 118.417 D
Military Number: Air Force 703-557-0251
Minneapolis Police

Department Number: 47315

In view of subject's documented history of acts 
of force and violence and in view of his position of National 
Executive Director of AIM, continued full investigation of 
the activities of Banks appears warranted.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 6 -



5-169 (5-19-76)

r

The Attorney General 150

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
Investigation Review Unit

Director, FBI

1-26-77

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS-AIM

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations.

Reference:

Enclosures:

Pel A memorandum to notify you of
(2J An extended preliminary investigation
q A limited investigation
0g A full investigation

□ A 90-day progress report
n An annual report
q Other

Request of Department:
(2) It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
continued full investigation is warranted.

□ Other REC-26 A7
Bureau File Number: 157-29 309

^4fEB17 197S
MAILROOM



omoNAi ro»M io 
J<JVf l»7> COITION 
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UNITER STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM (j^^SAC SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338)
(P>

subject: DENNIS JAMES^ANKS 
EM - AIM
00: Sacramento

LEAD

4 v.. 
X

date: 2/2/77

Re San Francisco letter to the Bureau, 12/7/76

On 1/24/77,1 I San Francisco Police
Department Intelligence Unit, advised that BANKS appeared at 
Department 19, Municipal Court, San Francisco, before Judge 
PAJALICH on 1/17/77, for extradition hearing. However, the 
hearing was continued to 4/18/77, and-haXX. continued.

b6
b7C

SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, Will follow and 
report results of hearing scheduled for 4/18/77.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES,’ BANKS SHOULD BB 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

1

'avings Ponds Pegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

y- Bureau (RM)
2 - Sacramento (157“4159) (RM)
1 - Minneapolis (157-846) (Info.) (RM)
2 - San Francisco
JRH/sdc
(7)

901 CM TO



;b6
b7C

Since we now have a new President and Attorney General, I hope you will 
be able to raise the earlier question in a sympathetic climate which 
would lead to the discussions we hope for. To delay or ignore the inquiry 
tends to add to the problems of opening communication channels

HE COUNCIL OF.TWELVE APOSTLES 
CENTRAL PROFESSIONAL SLOG.
»1 WEST LEXINGTON
BOX I OST —

TELEPHONE SU/83J-WOO

REORGANIZED CHURCH OFJES IRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

PEACE

espondence relative to possible dis- 
Ranks, directed towards lessening the

I an enclosing a copy of my July 30 letter for your ready information

Thank you for your attention to our request

Sincerely vours.

Last June and July we had some corr< 
cussions between you and Mr. Dennis
tensions between the F.B.l/and A.I.M.My last telephone communications 
indicated that you would be responding as soon as you had time to make 
the appropriate consultations within the government.

i

Dear Mr. Kelley:

March 3, 1977

CHURCH; WORLD HEADQUARTERS'. INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 20535 \

the

. Copy made for Tele

5 4 JUN 2 1977
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July 30, 1976

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Kelley:

I have now had an opportunity to talk with Mr. Dannis Banks about the topics '■■■/; 
which he night want to discuss with you. His ultimata objective, of course, 
isto obtain justice and protection for Indians and to reduce the tensions ' > 
between the members of the American Indian Movement and the F.B.I. Hebelietqq / 
that such an objective could be advanced if conuinicatioh is established ^between V 
you in such a way that trust could develop. Such coraunicationvouldp^obably^;'? 
need to begin with a meeting having a modest agenda and limited expectations. '

r ,' . , i/S. t, 1

Perhaps the beginning meeting, or series of nestings, could focus on a *, 
delineation of the role of the F.B.I. on reservations. You referradin. your.', 

' letter to the F.B.I. having "no patrol jurisdiction on reservations.
investigative responsibility only." If Mr. Banks and the others |n 
could be helped to understand in reasonable detail the meaning of your; stai^rx, ? V' 
sent, in the context of their experience, expectations vrould be clarldlqd aad ^ 

. the actions they observe better understood. V
‘J ■ ' ' ’ ' ' ’■ ?

A second topic to be treated at some time might be the means ofbrlef ingor /;<
sensitising the F.B.I. personnel operating on or near reservations ‘
unique problems which exist between mixed bloods and full bloods pn fesepzatip^aJ '" 
I understand that such problems do exist and we who are w^ta ofttt 
worse than they need to be through lack of understanding. If agents" peya.'wage "1''/ . 
of these sensitivities they could do much to reduce hostilities by glviug attesr, 
tion to the manner in which they do their jobs. : V ' 1 V/ ' .

, , ■»

Third, another topic of discussion would be the formation of a non-lw enforcement 
group which might go into tense situations to discover the nature of the root V >, 
problame. If this could be dona before the application qf force, some problems 
could ba handled before force is needed and/or may be diminished so that oaiy / 
minimal force is required.

' ' I*' 1 1 , * ’ ■ ’1 ■1 I .

In the first moating it may ba enough that you and Mr. Banks establish a< ' \ ,
communication link. I think we all understand something of thecomplexitlae of 
the problem with which we are dealing. The stakes are sufficiently high,.however, 
that the effort and risk seen worthwhile. v. < ,1 f, ■



Clarence M. Kell
Page 2
July 30, 1976

X will be in Pennsylvania during the week of August 2 to 6 and will call your 
office after you receive thia letter and see if there la need or opportunity 
for «a to visit you in Washington and discuss the natter further. Even if the 
agenda la acceptable the natter of whan and where to neet and under what con
ditions is of considerable inportance.

Thank you very ouch for your consideration of this natter.

Sincerely yours,



OPTIONAL FOKM NO, 10
^IY 1*7) COITION 
ma tpmr hi erm i0t,n,< *■>

UNITED STATES GOVEF^JMENT

Memorandum

FROM

I subject:

DIRECTOR FBI (157-29309)

SAC SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338) (P)

DENNIS JAMESHBANKS 
EM - AIM
00: Sacramento

date: 4/22/77

Re San Francisco letter to Bureau, 2/2/77.

On 4/21/77J | Department 19, ^6
Municipal Court, San Francisco, California, advised that b7'
matter regarding BANKS was continued again until 7/19/77, and 
his bail continued.

LEAD

SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. Will follow and 
report results of hearing scheduled for 7/19/77.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Bureau (RM)
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)
1 - Minneapolis (157-846) 
2,- San Francisco 
JRH/sdc
(7) \

^9nds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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TO

/Kfi •/Jtdition
FPMR <41 CFRJ

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

FROM

subject;
DENNIS JAMES CLANKS

EM - AIM 
00: SC<

date:

to

b6
b7C

ReSClet and LHM to Bureau, 1/14/77; LAairtel 
Sacramento, 4/15/77; and SFlet to Bureau, 4/22/77.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for 
Minneapolis one copy, and for San Francisco two copies of.
LHM setting forth justification for continued full inves
tigation of subject BANKS.

SC T-l is

SC T-2 is

b7D

LEADS:

SAN FRANCISCO:

’ AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA:

Will follow and report results of extradition 
hearing scheduled for 7/19/77.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

&-ioi
Bureau (Enc. 5)(RM)

1) (Info) (RM)
2 MAY 2 1977

1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Enc.
2 - San Francisco (100-79338) (Enc.' 2) (RM)
1 - Sacramento
JRB:epg 
(6) ,

J

lCt~ 
£015072

uy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
Lt "7 >



tn Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Sacramento, California
April 27, 1977

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Background

According to records of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks 
was born April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota. He is 
enrolled at the Leech Lake Reservation on Roll #50 of 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Basic Role. Banks’ father is 
unknown, and his mother is listed as Annie Banks, deceased 
March 1, 1961.

Residence and Employment

____________ On February 4, 1977, SC T-l, who has knowledge of
| b7D

I advised that Dennis Banks continues to reside in
Davis where he is one of eight considered faculty members at 
Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University (DQU). His residence is 
the campus dormitory.

DQU is an Indian educational institution which is 
located on property formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communi
cations facility. This property was seized by a band of 
militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned by 
the U.S. Amy, and the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be established.

Activities

On January 19, 1977, the Las Vegas Office advised 
that Dennis Banks and other American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(see Appendix) leaders were then in Carson City, Nevada,

jlhls iccunent contains noither 
reconnendations nor conclusions of 
the* FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency _ »

/57-233*1"
( ■ sources whose identities are ^concealed

J herein have furnished reliable informa-

enclosure
tion in the past except where otherwise 
noted.



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

stating that the Nevada State Prison discriminates against 
Indian prisoners for having organized a small group called 
’’The Tribe”, which was described as merely a group of 
Indians practicing their religious and cultural heritage.

On February 4, 1977, SC T-l advised that there are 
eight currently employed persons at DQU who act as faculty 
members, one of whom is Dennis Banks, a national AIM leader.

On February 15, 1977, SC T-l advised that Dennis 
Banks served as the master of ceremonies at a demonstration 
sponsored, in part, by AIM on February 11, 1977, in front of 
State Capitol Building #1, Sacramento, California.

SC T-l stated that the purpose of the demonstration 
was to mobilize support to fight extradition proceedings out- 
standing against AIM leaders, Dennis Banks and| 
Banks identified himself as presently employed as an instructor 
at DQU near Davis. He thanked the people of California for 
their support and petitions which have enabled him to remain 
free in California and away from “the assassinations in South 
Dakota". The demonstration was attended by approximately 300 
individuals.

On June 26, 1975, two Agents of the FBI were ambushed 
and slain by Indians while conducting an investigation on the 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota Indian reservation. Four Indians 
were indicted by the Federal Grand Jury on November 25, 1975, 
charged with the premeditated murders of the two FBI Agents.

|was one of the four Indians charged in the above 
indictment.

An article appearing in the San Joaquin Delta
College (SJDC), Stockton, California, campus newspaper “Empact", 
dated March 25, 1977, authored by Dar Piatt, captioned "Past 
American Indian Movement Leader Banks Aims For Righting Wrongs 
To Indians", reflects that Banks spoke to SJDC students and 
that the theme of his message was "It^ hard to be Indian."



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

The article refers to Banks as the "newly retired leader of 
the American Indian Movement". A paragraph in this article 
reads as follows:

"After retiring as head of AIM a little less 
than a week ago, Banks wants to concentrate on 
agriculture at DQU in Davis so he can come to 
understand more of Mother Earth. At present he 
is teaching Federal Indian Law at the University 
of California at Davis."

On April 12, 1977, SC T-2, who is familiar with 
ATM -in Tne __ Cnl i fnrni n__ avon__ adllised

SC T-2 stated he did not know how long Banks planned to ■ 
remain in the Los Angeles area.

Legal Process

On January 24, 1977.1 ~l San
Francisco, California Police Department Intelligence Unit, 
advised that Banks appeared at Department 19, Municipal Court, 
San Francisco, before Judge Pajalich on January 17, 1977, for 
an extradition hearing. The hearing was continued to 
April 18, 1977, and bail was continued.

On April 21, 1977 ,| 1
Department 19, Municipal Court, San Francisco, advised that 
the extradition matter regarding Banks was continued again 
until July 19, 1977, and bail for Banks was continued.

On April 26, 1977, the "San Francisco Chronicle", 
a daily San Francisco newspaper, carried an article captioned 
"Court Orders Indian Leader Extradited". In essence, the 
California State Court of Appeal said that since the Governor 
of California "has failed or refused to perform this mandatory, 
ministerial duty, South Dakota's, petition must be granted."

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED~ARME'D AND bAWROUS.—------------------------------------

3



TO

OPTIONAL FOAM NO, 
JULY CDITtOH 
OtA 101.11.4

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT , 

A, Memorandum
A»M4, 
P4. A& 
Dtp, AD Uv. ।

FROM

Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr.

S. S. Mignosa'

Mr. R. G. Held
Mr. J, B. Adams

1
1

___ j , f
.- ._L1__ -.

L*«^Cw<fc_ b7C

subject; DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM

CIG

advise of information received from aPurpose is to 
source of unknown reliability indicating Dennis James Banks, 
convicted of local charges in South Dakota. I~ b7D

DETAILS; Dennis James Banks, National Executive Director of the 
extremist American Indian Movement (AIM), was convicted on 
July 26, 1975, for being armed during a riot and assault with 
a dangerous weapon without intent to kill. Subsequently, Banks 
failed to appear for sentencing in Custer, South Dakota.

On May 13, 1976, Banks appeared at the Multnomah County 
Circuit Court, Fordland, Oregon, to answer charges resulting from 
his failure to appear for sentencing. His bail was set at . 

^$10,000 pending a decision by the Governor of Oregon to V
extradite him to South Dakota. On June 9, 1976, the Governor
of Oregon announced that he was no longer considering the 
extradition of Banks since Banks was residing in California and 
the Governor of California has extradition papers for Banks.

An Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
issued for Banks and he was arreste 
California.

Bureau Agents in

Wt*1

Subsequently, Banks appeared in Municip«dH^ui3haiG=“^ 1 
San Francisco, California, and posted $10,000 bond. The )
Governor of California refused to extradite him and the State 
of South Dakota appealed the California Governor’s refusal to the 
California Appellate Court. The California Appellate Court 
ruled in favor of the State of South Dakota. The Governor o 
California has 60 days in which to appeal the Appellate Coyrft’s 
ruling. This hearing is scheduled for 7/19/77:

157-29309

VRT:lek1&K
(8) CONTINUED - OVER

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Rtyslarly on tbs Payroll Saving
01977 DOJ

b6
b7C



Memorandum to Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr. 
Re: Dennis James Banks 
157-29309

On May 4/1977, our Portland Office received information 
from a source of unknown reliability indicating that Banks has been 
teaching at D. 0/University in Davis California. This source 
advisedU ~|b7D

Banks is currently the subject of a full investigation, 
office of origin, Sacramento. Pertinent offices have been 
alerted concerning the above information and appropriate leads 
are outstanding in an attempt to ^verify the-information 
furnished by the Portland source. You will be kept advised 
of any pertinent developments.

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information.

APPROVED!

Dlrtcftr— 
m:. Dlr.

Dtp. AD 
Dtp. AD

Ade- Strf 
Orio- It* 
Fix A Hr

------------

UteS——• 
UbariUry

X«i! CM»------
A Imp.— 

Rtf. Kjtt-------  
*ftt. It?.... — 
TtA Strvx—- 
TrtWtg— — 
public AM*. CH

- 2 -



TO

FROM

1 OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
JULY 1073 EDJT?ON 
OSA FRMR 141 CFRJ 101-11,0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
MR. H

: J. B. ADAM

subject:
REQUEST FOR CONFERENCE

date: 5/6/77

Tfafnjng 

Public Affj* 

T^l^phonft Rm. ___  

Director** $ec*y _

Dtp. A

A in, 

Adm,

Fin. & Peri.____

I dent. ,—______ ____

t"”11________b7C 
Laboratory ____  

Lega! Coun. —___  

Plan. 4 In tp.___  

Ret Mgnt. ______

For some time.I ~ hterested in arranging
a conference between Mr. Kelley and Dennis^anks_directed toward 
lessening the tensions between the FBI anclthe'American Indian Movement 
(AIM). The Director has indicated his willingness to meet in this regard; 
however, it has not been considered feasible until after the pending trial 
oil [which has recently been completed. It was felt that a
meeting with Banks might be exploited in some way for publicity during

b6
b7C

the trial of[ ] The matter has been further compounded by the fact
that Banks failed to appear for sentencing in South Dakota by local authorities 
on charges involving weapon offenses. An UFAP warrant was issued for a Q 
Banks; he was arrested by the FBI in California and the Governor of 
California refused to extradite him. The matter was appealed to the 
California Appellate Court which ruled in favor of South Dakota, ordering 
the extradition of Banks to South Dakota. The Governor of California has 
60 days to appeal this ruling and this bearing is currently scheduled for 7/19/77.

I contacted[
willingness to meet with him and Banks at such time as Banks' current

Mr/Kelley's b6
b7C

difficulties were resolved. [ ] expressed his appreciation, felt
that such a meeting would be meaningful, and would not be exploited for 
publicity purposes but might contribute to a lessening of tensions between the 
FBI and AIM. I told him that we are interested in any reasonable meansof 
reducing such tension and that he may desire to consider having some other 
individual meet with Mr. Kelley in the event Banks may not be^vf7 
some period of time.

expressed appreciation and indicated he would be in b6 
touch with me at a later date. b7c

ACTION: None. Information only.'
JAPPROVEi

JBA: am
(4)

1 - Mr. Hbld
1 - Mr. Moorex

Direo!qr.ZJL____ 
Assoc. OirA F /T<T 
Dep. AD aI^ 

,Dsp. AD invl

Adm. Serv, 
Crim. inv.______  
Fin. & Pers.____  
I dent.__________  
Intefl.__ _  
Cebaratery.

Lega! Conn.
Plan. & hsp^ 
Rec. Kgnt.___  
Spec. inv.

Tecb. Seres.__  
Training______

. Public Hitt, Aff.

2 U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 4^



DATE)

FEDERAL G0VSKIBI2S2 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

May 24, 1977 memorandum
REFL.Y TO 

ATTN OF! Investigation Review Unit
SUBJECT! Dennis James Banks 

DS-AIM
TO1 Director, FBI

By letter of transmittal dated 1/26/77 you advised us

that a'full domestic security investigation was opened on

the above-named subject. Our records show that a 90-day

progress report was due with regard to this matter on

4/26/77. To date we have not received it. Please forward

this report to us at your earliest convenience.

REC 61

b6 I
b7C i

Dep. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD Inv

Adm. Serv.
Crim. Inv

I dent.. 
Intel!.
Loboratory 
Legal Coan 
Plan. & Inep 
Rec. Mgnt. — 
Spec. Inv. -u 
Tech. Serve. 
Training - —

PoUlc AHk Off._ 
T el epbo ne Rm. — 
Director** See’y„

F91/COJ

f^^Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

56JUN 9 1977
OPTIONAL FORM NO. is 
(REV. 7-7*)
CSAFFMR(41CFR)t0i.H.e 
sots-m



Airtel

5/30/77

To: SAC, Sacramento (157-4159) PERSONAL ATTENTION

From; Director, FBI (157-29309)
DENNIS JAMES**7BANKS 

DS - AIM 
(BUDED: 6/10/77)

1 -|______ ___
1 - Mr. Mignosa

1 - Sacramento Guidance 
Folder

b6
b7C

LHM 1/14/77, initiating full domesticReurlet and
security investigation regarding captioned subject

The Attorney General Guidelines for domestic security 
investigations require that a progress report be submitted to 
the Department of Justice 90 days after the initiation of a 
full domestic security investigation, and the results at the 
end of each year the investigation continues. Since the 
Department was advised of this full investigation by refere/ced 
LHM, you should, if not already done, promptly submit a 
progress report in this matter in compliance with Buded

M
A

IL
ED

 4

CQ
a

NOTE: Subject is National Executive Director of the extremist 
American Indian Movement. He was convicted in 7/75 for being 
armed during a riot and assault with a dangerous weapon without 
intent to kill. Subject failed to appear for sentencing and 
is currently residing in California, where the Governor 
refused to extradite him to South Dakota. The state of South 
Dakota is still attempting, through California Appelate Court, 
to extradite subject. Buded is necessary to avoid any 
unnecessary delay in submission of a progress report which is
already delinquent.

Asm 
Dtp, AD Aii, 
©•p. A© hw,,

- -- —

FvWii Afffc OIL

Itai

A4m..S«r*< 
tav.

MgM. 

Spec, I**.,

RECft /f 7 <1^3^ — I

7 JUNt J 1977

VRT:hlb (8)

TELETYPE UNIT OOM

b6
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5-169 (5-19-76)

The Attorney General
Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 

Investigation Review Unit
Director, FBI

6/2/77

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
DS AIM

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations.

Reference: FBI letter 1/26/77

Enclosures:

A memorandum to notify you of
□ An extended preliminary investigation
I ~1 A limited investigation
f—I A full investigation

A 90-day progress report
□ An annual report
q Other

Request of Department:
n It is requested that you determine ii 
continued lull investigation is warrantej

22 JUN 3 1977

Bureau File Number: 157-29309

MAIL ROOM Fer/DO^TELETYPE UNIT Q



FORM NO. W
MAY 1W1 tOTTKW
4S* FAM R fa CM) Ki-i L*

UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO DIRECTOR FBI (157-29309) date: 7/22/77

FRO AC SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMESHBANKS 
EM - AIM
00 Sacramento

Re San Francisco letter to Bureau dated
>1^

4/22/77

On 7/21/77,[ Department
19, Municipal Court, San Francisco, advised that matter 
regarding BANKS’ extradition was continued until 10/21/77

b6
b7C

LEAD

SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN‘FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. Will follow and report 
hearing scheduled for 10/21/7?

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- Bureau (RM)
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)
2 - San Francisco

(info;) (RM) 
(RM)

Kt (7.^. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bayroll Savings Blan



019 (Rev. 4-6-76)
Assoc. Dir. _ 

Dep. AD Adm. 
Dap. AD#tev.

Asst. Dlr.S ** ' 

Admin. ■

Execution By 
Extradition?J

Ident. 
Inspection —....... 
Intel!. - ■ 
Laboratory 
Legal Coon. _ 
Pion. & Eval. „ 
Rec. Mg nt. ____

Berkeley Barb, May 20 - 26, 1977

“There are a number of things involving my cm case which border on a very moral concern: that's whether the judicials system has the authority, the right, or the desire, to send me to my death without facing any type of execution sentence. There is evidence that I will in all probability be kilted if I am sent to South Dakota prisons. Do the courts have thpf ’ authority?" ("1

and Cecil Williams will join AIM mem- 
* oers in support of Banks, a Chippewa

Indian from Leech Lake, Minnesota and 
currently an instructor in Native Ameri
can religion and philosophy and federal 
Indian law at D-Q University near Davis.

In the past year over 750,000 signatures 
have gone to the Governor’s Office urging 
against Banks’ extradition to South Dako
ta, where evidence suggests the AIM lea
ders life would be tn jeopardy.

Banks fled South Dakota in 1975 just 
prior to sentencing on riot-and-assauit 
charges stemming from a racial/political 
confrontation in the town of Custer. Flee
ing westward,* Banks was ’Itartored” by 
his good friend Lehman Brightman, a 
teacher in the Native Studies Program 
at Contra Costa College. Arrested and 
briefly jailed. Banks was freed on bail 
and released in California where he .sub- 
seQuentiy began to teach and was instru
mental in bringing the sacred Sun Dance 
ccVemony^to the West for the firs* *j«'e 
i# history. _
/South Dakota attorney, general Wilfflta 
Janklow promised white South Dakotans |

Training —.
Telephone Rm.
Director Sec’y —

by Sharon Skolnick

/■Saturday noon, May 21st, a rally will 
take place at San Francisco’s Civic Cen
ter in support of Governor Jerry Brown's 
stand to resist the extradition of Ameri
can Indian Movement (AIM) leader Den- 
nis Banks. Religious leaders Jim Jones

J BERKELE^^ft^page10^
— Dennis Banksy—•

13 1377
FBI/DOJ

■b6
'b7C

The Washington Post _ 
Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York), 
The New York Times _ 
The Wall Street Jouma! 
The National Observer.—

5/20-^26 1977
Date ...........



0-19 (Rev, 4-6'76)

Dep« AO Adm- 
Dep.

A***. DIM

T>««’

Co«P- Sy»’-, 
gxf. AfHlr*

• during his election campaignYhat he would 
^“get’' the AIM leaders. “There is only 
rone way to stop the Indian problem here,” 
* Janklow has stated. “And that is to put 
, a gun to the AIM*leader’s head and put 

a bullet through it.” (Janklow has a spe
cial vendetta against Banks who, as a tri- 

- ba! attorney,'once tried Janklow for the
rape of a young Indian girl who had been 

. Janklow’s babysitter.)
Governor Brown initiated an extensive 

> investigation into the case. After several 
months of silence; he was Quoted in the 

’ San Francisco Chronicle as saying that 
, there is “substantial evidence” of a 

threat to Banks’ life and safety in South 
Dakota, and that he had “grave doubts” 
he would sign papers of extradition.

On April 25, however, the Third Ap-
■. pellate Court of California issued a writ 

of mandamus, ordering Brown to extra
dite Banks on the grounds that California

; and South Dakota are so-called “sister 
' states” and have an agreement to auto

matically return each other’s fugitives. 
This premise would reduce Brown’s dis- 
cretionary gubernatorial powers to a mer-

fely “mandatory, ministerial” function -- 
fa kind of Zombie hand with a pen./ Jerry Brown stated that he will appeal 
; the lower court's decision to the Califor- , 
i nia Supreme Court, and then act pursuant 
f to the decision of that court. Now the 
I question becomes: What are the discre- 
1 tionary powers of a California governor 

in light of substantial evidence of a life
threatening situation to a fugitive seeking 

sanctuary?‘The case involves other things, bor
dering on constitutional taw, on states* 
rights, on governors’ rights and human 
rights,” Banks says, ‘There are a lot 
of people who arp concerned about the 
rights, not only of one man, but of many 
individuals in South Dakota....”

Banks is above all a traditional man, 
and his direction is spiritual in nature. 
Politics and spirituality are seen by many 
traditional Native Americans as inextri
cably intertwined. This spirituality has 
carried the indiginous peoples of North 
America through 400 years of atrocities 
so gross and subtle, so insidious and 
pervasive, that it seems the dominant 
culture itself would rather avoid the Is- 

' sue and evidence completely than peer
into America’s bloody reflection.

With Dennis Banks, spirituality encorm 
passes politics. He is an evocative speak-

L er, in close touch with the realities and 
„ dreams of his people. Tir^d stereotypes 
£ ^ite the dust wherever he goes, and may- 

, be that’s what frightens status-quo white
South Dakotans the most. Could it be 
time for them also to begin to wipe the 
dusty anglo fingerprints off the .American 

? iguwand take a good look? _

tnt«U. — 
tobwo’en ——-
L«9«' Cev". — 
Phn. & £*«’■ — 
Rec. MjM. ——

i

Trot nW -" 
Telephone R»« — 
Director Sec’/.—•

KELEY BARBage 3
Islington Post ...

510® St®f.News   
Daily News (New York) - —
The New York Tiaea^—...., —— 
The Wall Sued Journal
The National Observer ■ .
The Los Angeles Tiroes ..........

May 20—26 1977
Date - ----- --

f ei/ooJ



1 - Mr. J. B. Adams ■

: Mr. D. W. Moo^eSHJi 

FROM : s. S. Mignosa^**^

1
- Mr 
- Mr

H. A. Boynton
E**^. A3 AA", 

AC* Eav. j

D. W. Moore, Jr.***•*•■
1 -
1 - Mr. s. s. Mignosa 

___ pair: 9/14/77__

1 -
1 “

Inv.

b6
b7C

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS
DS - AIM I

PURPOSE: To advise of information received .from a source 
of our Seattle Office indicating Dennis James Banks,______ 
convicted of local charges in South Dakota,F

|and of plans to ontain 
uniawrui flight process regarding Banks.

f • • - - .
FvWt AfU

Rm*

b7D

SYNOPSIS; Dennis James Banks, National Executive Director 
of the extremist American Indian Movement (AIM), was 
convicted on 7/26/75, for being armed during a riot and 
assault with a dangerous weapon without intent to kill. 
Subsequently, Banks failed to appear for sentencing in 
Custer, South Dakota. Banks currently resides at Davis, 
California, where the Governor of California has refused 
to extradite him to South Dakota. The State of South Dakota 
has appealed the California Governor’s refusal to the 
California Appellate Court, which has ruled in favor of the 
State of South Dakota. The Governor of California has in 
turn appealed the Appellate Court’s ruling.

Our Seattle Office advises that one of their bm
security informants F

Our Minneapolis Office has md£ ted that local . 
authorities in Custer have requested FBI $nce and the
United States Attorney has, .indicated he will thorize 
unlawful flight process once Banks departs the State o£_-- 
California. Seattle indicates jCEs informant!

REC-5$

JO 1977

157-29309

VRT:pjm_

5SEP2 81

(CONTINUED

that F:

-OVER)
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Memorandum to Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr. 
Re: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

DS - AIM
157-29309

should comment as to whether this case warrants such action. 
Seattle was tRlenhnnically advised |

| You'will be kept advised of pertinent 
data.

b7D

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information.

AmovEoj

Pinetar
Aim. Dlr.________
Dip. AO Ata..^ . _
Dip. AD

Ata. $ 
(rim. lav. 
Hi. & 
Ufit.____ 
Ishii____ 
UUritiry.

fha. A hia^ ~
K::. ________

l*T-
Twi, r

FaWc Aili. £«-_

DETAILS: Information previously received indicated Dennis
James Banks, National Executive Director of the extremist
AIM, I I b7D

] Banks was initially convicted on 7/26/75, for being 
armed during a riot and assault : with a dangerous weapon 
without intent to kill. Subsequently, Banks failed to appear 
for sentencing in Custer.

/
An Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution (UFAP) 

warrant was issued for Banks, and he was arrested by Bureau 
Agents in California, but the Governor of California refused 
to extradite him. The State of South Dakota appealed the 
California Governor’s refusal to the California Appellate 
Court, which ruled in favor of South Dakota. The Governor 
of California appealed the Appellate Court's ruling.

A security informant of our Seattle Office, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past,f ] b7D

- 2 -



Memorandum to Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr. 
Re: DENNIS JAMES BANKS

DS - AIM
157-29309

Seattle informants indicates I I

___________Seattle advisesf

[requested FBIHQ's comments 
regarding this.

Seattle Office was telephonically advisedl

[ It is felt, that with 
Seattle informantF ~l

] this should be a sufficient means to determine 
if and when he departs the State of California. At that time, 
Rapid City Mini Office will obtain UFA? warrant and advise 
Seattle that warrant has been issued so that Banks's 
apprehension can be effected.

You will be kept advised of pertinent developments.
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SURVEILLANCE CONTINGENCY PLANS IN EFFECTeON STaNDBY BaSIS WITH 

Til PL EPIE NT AT I O N SCHEO UL EO UFO N rl E CEI PI OF B AH KS * A CT U At D E PA RYU R 

FRO‘Yi CALIFORNIA TO' CANADA. ' ;

SEATTLE AT SEATTLE. CONTINUING INVESTIGATION AND WILL KEE



SEO002 2630353Z

PP HQ PD RC SC

DE SE

SepZO l2osfiH^
RECEIVED zvA

FEDERAL BUREAU1^
OF INVESTIGATION ’ 

COHMVUICATIOXS SECTION

Amoo. ntf . _ 
Dep. AD A rim 
Dep. AD Inv

AmL Dir.:

Intel!_____  
Laboratory.

O

u

0

i 
p 

u

P 190330Z SEP 77

FM SEATTLE (88-9066) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (8B-«2^&> PRIORITY

PORTLaN (88-7637) PRIORITY

RAPID/CITY (88-6431) PRIORITY 

SACRAMENTO PRIORITY

BT

0 B'C-R £ T

ATTN: INTD
DEC IAS sir

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

Hec 
Spec. 
Tech. Serve 
TMtfllWJ 

Public AH*. OH-------

t

DENNIS JAMES^ANKS, EM-AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLI

RESETEL SEPTEMBER 16, f977

INVESTIGATION AT SEATTLE REFLECTS THAT BANKS STILL INTENDS

07-/3^

TO TRAVEL FROM CALIFORNIA TO CANADA AND HIS EXACT DATE IS UNKNOWN 
--------- 7 SEP 211977 ?

OTHER THAN IT IS ANTICIPATED HIS DEPARTURE WILL BE DURING THE

PERIOD- SEPTEMBER 20 THROUGH 24, 1977. PERTINENT INFORMATION

DEVELOPED THIS DATE REFLECTS BANKS INTENDS TO TRAVEL IN A TOTAL

OF FOUR VEHICLES TO CANADA. INFORMATION INDICATES THAT IE BANKS

DOES IN FACT TRAVEL IN THIS NUMBER OF VEHICLES THAT SOME OF THESE

. XEROX
IQ 7973 i

7 SEP 2 91977

b6
b7C



PAGE TWO SE 88-9086 .fl■£ 0 R-E T ■

VEHICLES WILL INCLUDE SUPPORTERS OF BANKS THAT WILL BE CARRYING 

VARIOUS TYPES OF ARMS AS PROTECTION FOR BANKS DURING HIS FLIGHT. 

IN VIEW OF THIS, ALL OFFICES THAT WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE TENTA

TIVE surveillance of banks should exercise extreme care.
SEATTLE: WILL CONTINUE INVESTIGATION AND APPROPRIATELY

advise receiving offices.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

814UU11 U1FWJ, Ab LT? CATEGORY L, IHBSFINITE?

BT
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SCO001 2632336Z S[F^
PP HI PD RC SE 
DE SC
P 202135Z SEP 77
FM SACRAMENTO (89-147) (P)

TO DIRECTOR 058-62332) PRIORITY
PORT LAM) 8-7637) PRIORITY

PRIORITY

SEATTLE (88-906$) PRIORITY

BT
DENNIS JAMESBANKSi EM - AIM. 00: RAPID CITY

RE SEATTLE TELEPHONE CALLS TO SACRAMENTO*, SEPT. 16, 1977

SEPT. 19, 1977

Atsoa
Dep. AD Adm-.
Dep. AD Ing-— 

Asst Dir.:-.
Ado. Se 
Crim. lav 
Fla. & Per. 
Ioent„_ 
IrUftll.— „.
Laboratory- 
Legal Coun.
Plan. & in.p. . [ t
Pea - pg
Spec fav__ _  
Tech. Serve 
Trctong______  

Public A£b. Off____® C?
Telephone R- I 2“
Director'. s*r<y_ *I AL

i

AND

CON-FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, SACRAMENTO HaS BEEN

DUCTING DISCREET SPOT CHECKS OF SUBJECT’S RESIDENCE. AN INDIVIDUAL

BELIEVED TO BE SUBJECT, OBSERVED ^A^HIS RESIDENCE, AFTERNOON OF 
SEPT. 19, 1977, A® AT THAT Tl^HE APPEARED TO BE WORKING ON T 

rec-79
MOTOR OF A RED TRUCK OR VAN, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED. *- -

DCCL

j ।

j

ON A CONTINUING BASIS:
b6
b7C

XEROX

JAN 10 1978 i

THE FOLLOWING TWO VEHICLES HAVE BEEN AT SUBJECT’S RESIDENCE 
UP 23 1977 ’

560C^Q%77
* *1



.PAGE TWO SC 89-147

CD 1970 BEIGE TOYOTA SEDAN
REGISTERED TO

(2) 1964 GREEN PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON LICENSE

b6
b7C

GARAGED
T-- UHib Vh HILLE. UbUALLI rAHAEU 1W OUDUE.L1 S

AS PREVIOUSLY POINTED OUT TO SEATTLE, CONTINUOUS COVERAGE OF 
SUBJECT'S REISDENCE UNDER DISCREET AND SECURE CONDITIONS IS 

IMPOSSIBLE. COVERAGE OF SUBJECT'S ACTIVITIES AND MOVEMENTS AT DqU 

UNIVERSITY ALSO IMPOSSIBLE, DUE TO TIGHT SECURITY. IN VIEW OF THIS, 

SACRAMENTO IS CONTINUING PERIODIC DISCREET SPOT CHECKS OF RESIDENCE 

AND GENERAL AREA.
5R CRAfHeOTO ---------------------------------------------

ON-AEWB'AMgttTO HAS SURVEILLANCE TEAM, 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF PORTLAND, SACRAMENTO UNITS WILLI



SUBJECT A® ASSOCIATES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
CLASSIFIED BY 1^8.---- ^ATrcnRv 9. HNDEFINITEa

BT



1*39 235 0Z

PP HQJ^D SC SE
DE RC ‘ &>3J 7h6?^
P 302330 SEP77

EM RAPID CITY (88-643!) (P)

TO DIRECT

PORTLAND

(157-29309) PRIORITY

(88- 7637) PRIORITY

SACRAMENTO (89-147) PRIORITY

SEATTLE (88-9066) PRIORITY

BT

E FT 0 ALL INFORM ATI 0^ CONTAINED

ATTENTION INTD
HEBEIU
DAT

DENNIS JAMES BANKS: EM - AIM

,22, 1977

E SACRAMENTO TELETYPES TO BUREAU DATED SEPTEMBER 20

Awcc.
Dep. AD —
Dep, AD -

£wt. plr.:t_______
Ada Say
Cria InvUj^lca
Fin. & p»’* -
Want 
latell-----------------  
Laboratory',.
legal r r -
Flan. & Ifisp.. ■ ■
Ree
Spec.: Tritf
Tech. Serve, ■ _L
Traalri

Public Afie. 03 Ji=
Telephone 8m- 
Director** See'y.

i

AND

to 6
b7C

ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1977, U.S. PROBATION OFFICER, SOUTH DAKOTA,



GE'Ao RC 88-643! E F T 0

ASSOCIATE, RENTED A FORD F-60 U-HAUL TRUCK, VIN F60CCBF7061, IN

b6
b7C

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND SINCE THEN! AND 
ASSOCIATES HAVE BEEN TRAVELING TO AND FROM THE WEST COAST, \ 

POSSIBLY IN THAT TRUCK. NCIC NEGATIVE ON VIN.

RENTAL TRUCK REPORTEDLY OVERDUE BUT HAS NOT BEEN TURNED IN.

PROBATION OFFICER ADVISED A|YOLO COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED HIM | |MAY BE IN

POSSESSION OF STOLEN RENTAL TRUCK WHICH HAS BEEN TRANSPORTED 

FROM SOUTH DAKOTA TO CALIFORNIA. I [INDICATED HE IS WELL 

AWARE OF I Hand HIS ASSOCIATES at D. Q. UNIVERSITY,

b6
b7C

RAPID CITY OPENING SEPARATE ITSMV INVESTIGATION REGARDING

THE FORD TRUCK.

FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, PROBATION OFFICER 

ADVISED A CARAVAN OF NATIVE AMERICANS, INCLUDING AND

ASSOCIATES, SCHEDULED TO LEAVE D. Q. UNIVERSITY EN ROUTE THE 

STATE OF WASHINGTON ON OCTOBER 5, 1977. U-HAUL TRUCK MAY BE 

INVOLVED IN THAT CARAVAN.

RAPID CITY IS UNAWARE OF LICENSE NUMBER OF TRUCK OR OF



PAGE THREE RC S8-6431 E FT 0

SOURCE? FROM WHICH IT WAS ALLEGEDLY RENTED.

IF FEASIBLE, SACRAMENTO WILL ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE LICENSE 

NUMBER OF TRUCK IF OBSERVED DURING COURSE OF INVESTIGATION 

REFERRED TO' IN REFERENCED TELETYPES AND WILL SUTEL RAPID CITY 

SO OWNERSHIP OF VEHICLE MAY BE DETERMINED.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

BT
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44A FFM ft (<T cm) 101 -1 LI
United states c^ernment

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI (88-62638) DATE: 11/25/77

SAC, PORTLAND (88-7637) (RUC)

subject;

0

DENNIS JAME SHANKS
DS - AIM 
(00: Rapid City)

Re Sacramento airtel to 
DENNIS JANES BANKS; DS-AIM, 00:

the Bureau, 10/18/77, captioned 
Sacramento."

' For information, continuous contact has been made 
with appropriate sources in Oregon and no positive information 
regarding anticipated travel of captioned subject from California 
to Canada has been forthcoming.

Referenced airtel indicates that it appears that at 
present, BANKS has no intention, as previously reported, of 
fleeing California or the United States.

In view of the above, this case is being referred upon 
completion.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Q)- Bureau
2 - Minneapolis (157-846)
2 - Rapid City (88-6431)
2 - Seattle (88-9066)
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
CATE 05-11-2020 BY: I I

a

PD0895 2650105

PP HO PC SC SE

DE PD 00 1

SEP 77

(58-7657) (P)

. RECEIVE!) 
FEDERAL BUREAU 

OF INVEST! GATiOK 
CCKKUNICAT50HS SECTION

I*

LcgS Court.,...—..

b6
b7C

T«ch. ------- 
11 Hr * rg

TO DIRECTOR (88-62332) PRIORITY

RAPID CHY (88-6431) PRIORITY

SACRAMENTO (89-14 7) PRIORITY

SEATTLE (88-9066) PRIORITY

BT

DENN IS JAME EM - AIM; 00 : RAPID CITY

RE SACRAMENTO TELETYPE SEPTEMBER 20, 1977

FOR INFORMATION OF SACRAMENTO AND SEATTLE

TeleVrass Rn....

b6
b7C

b6 i 
b7C

not recorded 
22 SEB 3Q 1977

HAS PREPARED TWO CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR ANTICIPATED SURVEILLANCE

AND IT IS EXPECTED THAT A HIGH DEGREE OF FLEXIBILITY WILL BE

7

NECESSARY TO COORDINATE SUCCESSFUL DISCREET SURVEILLANCE 8
b7E

5 5 OCT 6t97T
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SUBJECT A© ASSOCIATES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 

AND DANGEROUS..



Memorandum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) »ate: 11/2/77

FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338)(P)

SUBJECT: , BENNIS JAME^ANKS
EM - AIM
00: Sacramento

RE SF letter to the Bureau dated 7/22/77.

___________On 11/2/77 SA (_________________  I contacted]________ 
|of the Court, Department 19, Municipal Court, 

san Francisco, who advised that the extradition hearing 
regarding DENNIS BANKS had been continued to 1/16/78.

I advised the court was still awaiting the decision 
by the California Supreme Court regarding the issuance of 
the Governor’s warrant.

LEAD

SAN FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Will follow and report 
hearing scheduled for 1/16/78.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

b6
b7C

Bureau (RM) 1 (
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(INFO)(RM) [ j
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)(RM) n
2 - San Francisco
SMB/dp .
(7) #14 IC

H NOV 4 1977 §

□ NOV 14 U-S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

1

i

TO

FROM

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 11/16/77

SA^, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (P)

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM
00: SC

ReSFlet to Bureau, 11/2/77.

On 10/25/77, it was determined through the office 
of the Third Appellate District, California State Court of 
Appeals, Library and Court Building, Room 119, Sacramento, 
that their case #16531 had been referred to the California 
State Supreme Court, 4250 State Building, San Francisco, 
California, telephone #415-557-0587.

b6
b7C

On 10/25/77, inquiry of the Sacramento office of 
the California Supreme Court, Library and Court Building, 
Room 100, determined that the case of the State of South 
Dakota versus Brown (i.e., captioned matter) was to be con
sidered in the presentation of oral arguments at 9:30 a.m., 
11/10/77, in the courtroom of the Supreme Court at the 
Library and Courts Building, case #S.F.23579. All written 
briefs in the case have already been submitted and all , 
records pertaining to this matter are maintained in San 
Francisco. Following completion of the above arguments, 
the Supreme Court will take the matter under advisement and 
deliver an opinion which might take several months or possibly 
a year.

On 11/14/77, recontact with the California Supreme * 
Court, Sacramento, determined that oral arguments had been 
presented by respective counsel for DENNIS BANKS and the 
State of California on 11/10/77, and that the courtroom had .
been packed with spectators, although no demonstrations had 
taken place. » f

amLEADS:

Bureau (RM)
2 - San Francisco (100-79338)(RM)
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(RM)

UAW:epg 
(6)

Sacramento
34 NOV 18 1977

i- us, Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



SC 157-4159

SAN FRANCISCO: • .

AT SAN FRANCISCO., CALIFORNIA:

Follow litigation, in. this matter through the 
California State Supreme Court, 4250 State Building, 
telephone #415-557-0587,. to determine when the court will 
render a written opinion

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.,

2
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
date: YinmTO DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309)

SAC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P*) 

subject: DENNIS JAMePbANKS

DS - AIM 
00: SC

ReSClet and LHM to Bureau, 4/27/77, and SClet to 
Bureau, 11/16/77.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for San 
Francisco two copies, and for Minneapolis one copy of LHM, 
dated and captioned as above, constituting a progress 
report in this matter since the inception of a full inves
tigation of subject on 1/14/77.

Interview of subject is not being recommended 
since there is no reason to believe it would be productive 
and could result in re-enforcing allegations by the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) that the FBI is harassing and obstruct
ing the legitimate activities of American Indians. In 
addition, efforts to interview BANKS have been denied by his
attorney, of Oakland, California. b6

Sacramento is in a position through established 
sources andl Ito become aware of any possible re- i
emergence of subject within AIM should such occur. However, 
at present Sacramento is placing this case in a pending 
inactive status awaiting results of l&ad outstanding in 
SClet, dated 11/16/77, for San FranciS4©Jftr follow the outcom^ . 
of the hearing before the Calif^r^^uprJMe^Cou^^

Full investigation of BANKS was instituted when he* ' / 
held a position of .national leadership in AIM; however, this 
is no longer the case, and BANKS has apparently become 
content in his^ li£esty35e^t DQU. It would therefore appear

Bureau (Encr. 5p(RM) , n\
1 - Minneapolis (157^846)(Enc. 1)(RM)
2 - San Francisco(XlOO-79338)(Enc. 2)(RM)
1 - Sacramento
WAW:epg
(6)

E DEC 9 197

b6
b7C

|\R8 £7.5'. Saving Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



SC 157-4159

that the standard for a full investigation under the 
Attorney General guidelines can no longer be satisfied, and 
Sacramento recommends that FBIHQ terminate this investiga
tion with the exception of determining the outcome of the 
above hearing. Should the Bureau so desire, it may refer 
this matter to the Investigative Review Unit of the 
Department for concurrence in Sacramento's recommendation.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSlDERED"AWEb~ANb liANCEWS< ------ -------------------------------

2



In Reply, Please Refer to 
riUNo. Sacramento, California

December 7, 1977

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Residence

Dennis James Banks, born April 12, 1937, at 
- Federal Dam, Minnesota, resides at 1617 Clemson Drive, 

t Davis, California.

Employment

Banks is presently employed as a member of the 
faculty at Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University (DQU), a 
two-year academic institution recently accredited on 
July 1, 1977, to bestow A.A. or A.S. degrees primarily in 
the fields of Native American and Chicano studies. DQU 
is located near Davis, California.

Legal Process

The State of South Dakota is presently seeking 
to extradite Banks from California for sentencing following 
conviction in South Dakota in July, 1975, on charges of riot 
and assault. Following Banks' arrest in California in 
January, 1976, his extradition was blocked by California 
Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., and the case was subsequently 
referred to the California Supreme Court. Written briefs 
in this proceeding before the California Supreme Court have 
been completed, and on November 10, 1977, oral arguments 
were presented by respective counsel for Banks and the State 
of California before the California Supreme Court holding 
session that date in Sacramento. It is anticipated that 
several months or possibly a year will elapse before a 
decision is forthcoming from the California Supreme Court.

This document contains neither 
raconnendatlons nor conclusions of 
the PBI. It is the property of 
the PBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency

EHCLOSURfe



DENNIS JAMES BANKS

Activities

Banks is not known to currently hold any position 
with the American Indian Movement (AIM)(see Appendix), and 
no information has been received that he has acted in any 
manner in support of that organization during the past year 
which would constitute a violation of federal law.

Recommendation

In view of Banks' lack of a position of leadership 
in AIM or activities on his part in connection with that 
organization which would be in violation of federal law, 
it is recommended that full investigation of the activities 
of Banks be discontinued.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AMD AND~MgE'ROUS.

2



ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU (2)

RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM

Enr lngAH ata a yptay paw of a

MP letter to the Bureau dated 
11/30/73.

MPfile: 157-846
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MBS (5-1&-76T

GOVERNJ^EST

The Attorney General
1 Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 

Investigation Review Unit
rector, FBI

DENNIS JAMES BANKS
DS - AIM

i t
1

1/10/78

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations.

Reference:

Enclosures:

r^A memorandum to notify you of
q An extended preliminary investigation
f~l A limited investigation
q A full investigation

□ A 90-day progress report
O An annual report
pother Notiflcation of discontinuance of full doaestic 

' , t security investigation.

udau File Number: 157-29309

Request of Department:
r~i It is requested that you determine in writing whether

Mail£ 3 3 conti qbed full investigation is warranted
AN 1978 O cth“: JR0&

M FEB 1 1973

F8i/OO>

ft
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. UNITED STATES cWiRNMENT ' W *
. Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date:3/30/78

FROM (zWLz SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338)(RUC)(SQUAD 14)

O ’
subject: DENNIS JAMES jBANKS

DS - AIM 
00: SC

RE SC letter to Director dated 12/7/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and receiving offices 
are appropriate numbers of LHMs regarding subject DENNIS JAMES 
BANKS.

As set forth in the attached LHM, the California Supreme 
Court in a 5 to 2 decision refused to order California Governor 
EDMUND G. BROWN to extradite ■ Indian leader DENNIS BANKS to 
South Dakota.

Inasmuch as the decision by the California Supreme Court? 
has been rendered and there are no outstanding leads at San! 
Francisco, this case is considered RUC at San Francisco. \

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, DENNIS BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

$
b6
b7C6

2/- Bureau (Enc. 2)
2 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Enc. 2),t
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)(Enc. 2)V/‘
1 - San Francisco 
SMB/dp 
(7) #14

70 Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bayroll Savings Blan



In Reply, Please Refer w 
File Ne.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
San Francisco, California

March 30, 1978

DENNIS JAMES BANKS

On March 27,1978, _________ ____________________  California
Supreme Court, San Francisco, telephone! I advised
a decision was filed on March 20, 1978 in the case captioned 
State of South Dakota vs. Brown which stated in essence the 
Court could not force the Governor of California to extradite 
Dennis Banks.

b6
b7C

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
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Court: Can’t force Brown 
io extradite AIMJeader_i

J ,. By Henry, Weinstein , 1
The state Supreme Court has ruled that Govj I 

Brown cannot be ordered to extradite American Indian' 
Movement leader Dennis Banks to South Dakota. I •

The court said yesterday that It is within Brown's 1 
discretion to honor or deny a two-year-old request from 

* South Dakota’s attorney general to extradite Banks, but' 
stressed that Brown must act one way or another.

1 j . J . HSi,1!

The vote in the case was 5 to 2l Justice Stanley ’ 
Mask wrote a stinging dissent, asserting that Brown hrs 
a biandatory duty to grant a proper extradition 
request. He also said “the governor apparently insisi’s 
he has some undefined inherent right to sit (h 
perpetual contemplation of the matter, to neither grant 
nor deny the legal demand of a sister state for the 

i return of a convicted felon who fled the state's justiceJ 
and is harbored In California." J

A spokesman for Brown said he would have no 
immediate comment because he has not yet read the 

decision. ' ‘ :
A lawyer who represented South Dakota before 

the Supreme Court said the decision would be reviewed 
to see if It will be appealed to the US. Supreme Cou^ 
“We will have to consider the opinion and surrounding 
circumstances to decide what we want to do," said 
diaries Battle of the Los Angeles firm Gibson, Dunn & 
Cifutcher, which was retained by South Dakota for the
case., _ . s.’ t ?

Battle said the fact that there was a dispute 
between twb states and the fact that there is a question 
of interpretation of federal extradition law aregroundsj
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Memorandum
TO \ DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 4/20/78

fro; C, SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(C)

subject; DENNIS JAMES^ANKS 
DS - AIM 
OO: Sacramento

Re San Francisco letter and LHM, dated 3/30/78.

Enclosed for the 
appropriate numbers of LHM

Bureau and recipient offices are 
in captioned matter.

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, DENNIS JAMES BANKS
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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