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FOIPA Request No.: 1475149-000 
Subject: BARLOW, LESTER PENCE 
 

Dear  
 

The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) 
that are responsive to your request.  The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552/552a.  Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which 
indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure.  The appropriate 
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information.  In addition, a deleted page information 
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied.  The 
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of 
Exemptions.   
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251 page(s) were reviewed and 228 page(s) are being released. 
 
Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed 

FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 
        Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main entity record search of the Central Records 
System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and the standard search 
policy, see the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum General Information Section. 
 
        This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to 
you at no charge. 
 
        Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 
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Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” includes 

additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals.  
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also enclosed is our Explanation 

of Exemptions. 
 
   Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia.  Should you have questions 
regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  Please reference the FOIPA Request 
number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 
 

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."  Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.  You may also contact the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government 
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, 
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769. 

   
 
 

Sincerely,   
            

 
Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 
Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures

file:///C:/Users/tsezolt/AppData/Local/Temp/236/Letters/www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/tsezolt/AppData/Local/Temp/236/Letters/foipaquestions@fbi.gov
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov


 

FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 
information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 

neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere acknowledgment of 
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 

individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 

the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
(iii) Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 
 

Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches and Standard Search Policy.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 

reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.    

a. Main Entity Records – created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation   

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 

but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this dual 

mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Foreseeable Harm Standard.  As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 

withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)).  The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests.   
 

(iv) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal history 
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of 
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, 
naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check.  Forms 
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.  Additionally, requests can be 
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 
EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 

to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 

trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 

reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 

institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 

held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 

the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 

furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 
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JOHN TABER 
MEMBER 

36TH DIST. Nitw YOftlC COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

~ongress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
~oust of .Rcprcsentatibes 

masbington, 39. «:. 

NEW YORK POS'i1, SATURDAY, liOV.E!IB.t:R 27, 1937 
Pa~e 4, Columns 2-3 

F. D. R. I?Jl'EACillillNT DEJ!AKDED BY UAZIS IN GUISE OF PAT RIOTS 

Citizens' Protective League Fails to Realize Own 
Indictment 1n Preamble 

With the earnestmess of children playing house, the assembled 
audience at a rally of the Citizens' Protective League lines up 
to sign a petition asking Congress to impeach President Roosevelt. 

Circulated nationally by Lester P. Barlou o:f Stam!'oro. Conn., 
the petition opens: 

"We, the undersigned citizens of: the United States o:f .A.,erica, 
recognizing our obligations as Defenders of the Re~ublic when it 
is faced vrlth threats of destruction, rise to the challenge of 
political terrorists and preachers o:f foreigh "isms" who are noW 
beating at the foundation of our Republic. 

"We are shocked at the ruthless willingness of' too many of our 
present elected and appointed public servants to encourage and 
accept £1nanc1al and political support from those ~ho rould 
supplant .our traditional A.~erican system of' free people with a 
dictatorship built upon a theory of' national regimentation and 
the "isms" of old Europe" 

Joining Nazi Noveroent 

Apparently the members of' the Citizens' Protective Leaurrue were 
in such grent haste to obtain the Pres:J&µt 1 s impeachment that they 
failed to read this patriotic preamble# failed to realize that they 
were engagine; in acaldii;g self-critiam. 



Juno 16~ 1938 

1.:omo ro onoo o:r Lt<iSTER P. BARL0:7 

r~. ~nbor, on Ju.no loth~ objoctod to a b111 on tho private 
co.londar for the roliot of Barlow. Dill una recommitted to 
iinr Clo.imo Gomm.1tteo. of g-hich ~. Beitor in cha~. On 
June l~th., ?:r. E. F. Colle.day and !.':'!?. Borlou-1 o.ccomponied by 
n !.~. nauorth, attorney £or Barlow ( r;o.\1orth is .former clerk 
o~ tho ~or Clo.ioa 00.!::11ttco nt tho time con;_;. Strong of Knnsna 
uno Cho.irrllOil). \ie \70nt pvor tho record 1n the oaoo, 1ncludine; 
tho opinion o.ru1 fintlin,zn of fact fro~ tho Court 0£ Clnim.a. At 
about 6:30' P:tt on the 14th • ., Cong. Beitor told ?t:.r. Taber that 
Do.rlor1 ho.d boon in h1o oi'.fico and threatened ·rr. Tabor ilith 
oono meaoago nhich ho wo~a civo to tho proas if ?~. Taber 
didn't uithdrn~ h1o objection to the bill and al.low 11r. Beiter 
to bring it up again. A eouplo 0£ hourn nfter thllt, r.lr. Colladay 
ond 1~. l!n\7orth don1od to ~:r. 'l'nbcr and ae tba.t Bnrlot1 had mide 
o:ny ouch ato.tonont. 

on Juno 16th, r.:r. 'l'o.bor \7an going ovor tho in.formation that, 
ho.d boon loft uith r.10 o.nd phoned mo to try o.nd get from .:zr. 
Collcday o. copy of tho trnnseript of ovidenco sub:!litted to the 
court; o:f Clnimo. I phoned '.t,:r. Collo.dnt'a qf.ficc .for this and 
thon wont to tho Cnp1to1 nnd.uhen 1 n:I'rived found t:.r. Ha\7orth 
and ::r. Bo.r1ow ttnitin.'.; 'tihoro f'or I:10. nrmorth had just been :tn 
touch uith Collndnyto office and Im.cw o.f the roquent I ho.d made 
n :fc"J ninutoo boforo. lie aaid that thoDe pcporo made a very 
lorco rnclmco but aoomod trilling to eot then nn soon o.s possible. 
T-'.o.rlot1., ho·.;ovor_ oootmcl to "blou up" and nnid tha.t r:r. Taber 
uno unroo.oono.blo nnd noccL"l 1t lot tho bill 50 throur;h il ho 
didn't uiah to. Enrloo said ho uao not coing to nllo~ any member 
o:r Goncrooo to holu him up for nonoy to got th1n bill through., 
ond that if' it did not go throuch ho wn:i c;o1ng to give to the 
f.n::Joaia.tad Proao a. nto.to::iont ,1hich wou.1d bo spread n1l. over the 
country and uhich t1ould ruin ::r. Taber. r told him ii: tha.t vas 
tho ony ho felt oncl thnt if ho wno coin[;.to ~ atnte:cents that 
ony no!nl>or of Oongrooo hnd intimated thnt any- bribe uas to be paid 
that r:r. Tabor hnd no cho1co but to oppose the bill nnd \7ould do ao. 
I nol:od hio. to nm::t0 ouch membor of Congress and ho rei'used to do so. 
;!o thon pulled a p1cco of: r opor out of: hia pockot o.nd snid he was 
on tho uny to eivo it to tho Aaooointed ITeas. 

~~­
~~ 
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Dlstrlot ot 001.u::bla) es. 

) 

I. Le:ste P. I!:!rloi:,, o'l Gtactord. Connoottout, belna tirot duly 
a=om, dor,oao D.Dd soy= That d'IU'ina t.!olltlny ct th1o w8f>lc o.n-:1 o1noe there 
ho.'10 beo:l \11d~ 1"'U:30rD poa:ied o.?lODG tho J.!Qtlboro ot tho Rouse ot OOtlG,Nsa 
to tho or.root tmt I an p:iyfnG or i-41.l ~T to oo::o o::io !:.o::b-&r ot tho liouae o't 
COJl3?'Q:,o C5.ooo.oo it tho bUl. Tf,J1ch co:iaomo r.e, Olld l.7hlob 10 no;:, bGtOl'O tu 
Ro~e, ta 1>3aaod at thia sea:sto:i ~ C-ongre:,s; 'that another att'lteant b•1138 
m.doly oiro'Q].Qtod tltlfl!l3 tho I!o:ilers ot t?le lla.100 1a t!l::lt I stole the ideas 
ur,o:i uh10b I rocelved nu::srowJ p:ltentc and upon wbioh I ho.vs b-aen a1"'"1 a 
d001a10:1 b;v t!le _United Gto.tes Oourt or Olaltm to the utent or approx1t1ate1J' 
.:-aoo.000.00. 

Tb.-lt UIX>:l recch1ng the oS.ty ot t:c.obln3t0n early Tuesday nom1DS 
or th.to ueok. ? ir.m infori::od ct these m.de!Sprec4 ru:::o.rll in ~he House or 
ao:13r03s. I ~lately p1'0cecdd to run the:18 l"lJI002"S dcr.m. to "ll81r eo~ 
C.!l'i to-.md tMt they are emno.t1n,n ham a ?!G?:ber ot 0o!l81"830 whom 'l hel'e'dth 

-nc:e, m.o nor.e lo l:31Yln ;r. t:aas, t?opreoentatlve h'oll 111.nneso~a. llr. Uae.s 
h:io oo:1.t1nma to o1roultite rtD'Jrs or th13 chtU."ttotar up until ,esterd~ at'ler­
~oo:i. I oi:i aeniin.i; thla otttdavlt to you nt th1B tim beC!Luse 1 bftUew 1t 
10 rq duts- to protsot tho maeo end ohara.otv or the ?Ze;,bero ot the P'..oUS8 o~ 
R3prooo!ltGt1 w:, ae;:ilnGt ouah aleader and mU'U'thful statemnta. A t:ezt,er ~ 
~e l!O"JeO ot I'.apl"O:JOntnt1veo, an! o:ie Cm:iber o:lly, h::lo pl'CpOS&i tom to 
lnd.trootly port1olp:ite 1n a fee which I '\'-"Oul.<l tnY to a c3"nin attorney dlora 
ho i:.oulA n:::::a to hantlle thto 00.ttor ber01'9 the OoDgl'9SG, end that P-mibez> or 
Co~::, la i:r. t:elvin ~. t:aas. l rof'Wlod to oonalder o~ r:q nttorneya, 
no ou.:,:ooto.1 by er. ?.!a::i:,, ror cu cttormtJ' he wOllld aoma. a, r1ede tble 
l)l'OilO::l:ll. tom <lur11:3 tae haartncs ~ the Un"f'al. .. 44:taira Co:xd.ttN at tho House 
o:i th:l I1avol ~ion bUl end nbUe I \';'a3 r14S.na as h1o GUOot 1n a tancab 
bot~ th:> mitlon.31 PftS!J Club end th9 Onpltol buUAtne. 

I roa;ootrull.y mamot tlmt G0.:l8 p1'0J»r aotton be tclten b,- the 
Oon::rc::J '7h1oh t'llll pomlt ro to brin3 to tho nttent1o:i ot tho Co!lCNSS tbl 
fcota 1n r::.,tero:ico to nu::arowJ nttc...,pto to "oht!ke ce do:m" tor o. -p::u:it ot tbe 
CO!'loy rat.oh tho Court or OJ.oles bfl ollet'l9d m :ln a doo1o1o:,. and wh1.0h I 
connat 1'00o1v.:, lmtU lt hon been autbori.2$4 by- O~:;s. e&>o.000.00 1a a 
CODtJi<lor:ible O'.tl ~ D>:l&Y, but .t:aro ~ont thrul tfut I rooolw it 1B th:it 
atte:pta to \Vark mol:oto tbroueh tho ConCl'ffS be expo:od ~ th& cuiltJ' 
~1o:> ~ ~390utod om ~rly pun1ohed. at1i th8retoro I am readT 
to run tho rlc!t or lo:Jlna all. cmcnco ot owr rocoverinc on the 001,lrt'a dacS.Ston. 
I c:i roo.iy to be~l: u., rw Dtata:ionto about z.:i.. ~. o.t loa.st in so::e respeola1 
mth roopo:isible td.tn:>030::J on!i I doaire to do it bot the proper ottlotal 
trlban:11. 

Gllboorlbo<l ana m.om to beroro r.o 

~1"~1930. 



,,1111'd ,11pp11rt i11t1·rn:1ti1111al di 1·11"i1111 t1·11tli11µ: to li111it ill'lllil-

111P11I-.. ,honld l,p }o,t: mul 

\\'ll(•)'(•a-.. LP:-(Pr P. Barlow. a (·itiZ('ll of th<' r11itP<l Htnl<'~ illHl 
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to a :-C'ri<·:- of onl11a11<·e· pat.<•nt:- n::-ed hy th<• l • 11itl'd Ktnt(•:,; 

military Jon·<·:- all(l llH· at·t·ou11Liug 011 ~ame of the ( 1onnni~­

:-.i01H·r ha-: l><·e•11 r<'llcl<·n·cl to the· conrt :-::howi11g npproxi­

rnaf'<•l,r :,700,000 i:-: ehw 11i111 for the• use• of :,;;neh pat·('llts; all(l 

\\'JH·n•a~ Ll':.:tc•r I>. Barlow clc•:-in•~ an ach-,rnc·c' of x I 5,000 from 

tiH· ro., alti<•:- d111• h;111 for the• Jmq,o~c• of c·01Hpili11g gPnl'ral 

~p<•l'ific·a(io11~ awl i11formation n•1atiug to the military c·ou- _ 

:-1 nl<'tio11 tm>gram whfrh JH• ~ays will n•:•mlt- nnll'~;~ iul('nta­

tiowd :tl'IIJallH'lli Ji111itatio11 noT<'<'llH'llh.: JrnH tile• 1>rl':-:c•11l world-:-, 

wide· 111ilitnr.,· ]>rC'para(i011~; aucl 

WJ1C'n·a:-: L<•:-l<'r P. Barlow :-(atc•s tlra(, 1H• hc·lil'n•s lH• c·au lia,·(• 

~11c·J1 :-j>Pl'ifiea(io11s n•ncl.,· for :--Lllcly h,v .t Ii<' ( 1ougn·~s awl the· 

aclrni11i~trntio11 l,,v ,J m11wry I, J n:rn, proviclc·<l ~tl('h fnncls an• 

imrnPcliatPJ_r a rnil:tl,1P t.o JIH'<'l the· c·xpc'Jl8('8 of a88('1llhliuµ; 

data; :tll(l 

\YJ H'r<·as 1 H' a0 T<'('~ to wn in· n 11 pai.<•11t rig Ii ts a ucl c·ornpPHsntiou; 

---:-,-~ i·rc·c>i;a ot l}ll ID0TI('_yfl_§J2tnt, np 

t O aml irwlndi1 Iµ: t Ji(' tot nl ~ ·1~Q,.Q_0,Q wm.d..r.tl.u.c.c..fu.uilic.d~1~rnl 

p~<><h· of {1](' l'lrnirrnan of tlw Oommit.t<'<' on l\filHnrv 
• a•- - - ______ ..... ___ .._ ...;..-·------- • ,. 



;\ ffn ir8 of ill<' 1 T nit('cl Ht n I<·~ Hen a fr h_v ,T aillta r.Y l. U):J~: 

X ow, tlH•rpfon•, he it 

1 Resolcnl by the Se11ate au<l !louse of Rezwesenlatiz,es of 

2 t/1< ( ~11il<'<l State,-; of ... I 111e1·ica in CV011gress asse111ble<l, 'l'bat 

~~ Iii<'· i~ h<·r<'hy nnthorizc•d to he npproprint<•cl, out of any 

4 11101H'Y in the• l'nitPcl Htnt<'R Tn•n:,;m-y not otherwi:-;e ap-, 

5 proprinl<'d, t1H• :,;nm of ::;il.>,000 to lw inmwclintdy made nYail-

6 nhh• lo tlw :--nid L<•~t<'r P. Bnrlow for tlw pnrpoR<'S herein . 

7 ontlim•cl; Raicl :-;nm of $15,000 a:-; n:,;Nl for this pm11ose not to 

8 hp Rnhjl'ct to 1'\•dpral in<'Olll<' i.t."\:; nucl he it furtlH'r 

9 Rc:-mfre<l, Thnt nll rnm:-;<•<·n•t information as mny bl' avnil-

10 nhh• in n•gan1 to military eqnipnu.'nt ht' mnde nYail,t~l~5-:_~_ ... _____ ._ .. ____ .,.._ ... _ --·--
11 Lp:,;t(•r I). Bnrlow hy tlw l )(•part~~---~!_~l tiOJ!tll...Jl~fu1~9._ 

------ -~ ♦-- - .,.._ • --·-·.. ... - -

12 from time to time ns lw may reqnl'Rt: P.rm·ided, 'l'lrnt all 

13 Pxpe11Res ineicl<•ntal tht•rplo be pnid hy snicl LPster r. Barlow. 



75TH CONGRESS} 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
T(, promote plan;, for ]imitation of armament:-. 

D,· ~fr. F1:,\ZIEH 

.Jc:o: 1 ((•:ile(1rJar rl:1y .. Jc:-.E :iJ·, 1fJ37 

nead twic:e and referrer] to !lie Cr,mmitu,e 011 )Iilitary 
Affairs 
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7:i'rnCONORESS s J' RES 156 1ST S1,SSION 

• ~ e 

M1·. i"1uz11m int rod11c·Pd tlw followi11g ,ioi11t 1·1>sol11t io11; ll'!ii..f1 was l'"ad t \\·ice 
and l'l'·f('J')'('d to tlic ( '0111111itfre OIi Military .\Jl'arrs 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
'l'o pro11101<· plan:-- for lin1ilatio11 of :1n11:11111•11t:-:. 

\YIH·n·as tl1l'rn i:-; llO\\' i11 progT<·:-:-: a ,·:1:-:t worlrl-wid<· :1n11itll1<·11t 

rncc; aml 

\\'lu•n•;1:-: IIH• 1'11it<·d ~tid<•s Uo,·(•rn1111·1il 11:1:-: appropri:lf<•<l il]l­

proxi111nl<·ly .8 l ~()()()_(Hlll,IH)(l for tl11· <·111T<'ltt 111ilit;1r_,. l111d_!!,·t 

of tlu· .-\r111y a11d \':iyy; :111,l • 

\\'l}''l'<':t:-. 1111!<-:-:s i111<-llig·<•11t pl:11111i11_!.!.· n11d i111l'rt1.1tio11;il ,·011p1·rn-

tio11 n•:-;1dt:-: in :1 g'l'<':ttl_,· n·d111·1•d :ll'lllillll('II{ ('Xjl('IIS('. l1i111k- 1 

rnpky :11Hl/or :t 111ililnry (']'i:-:i:-: will r1·s1tl1: ;111'1. 

\\'l11•r<·:ts lli<·rn i:-: 110w :Ill !'11il,r.,·011i1· 1110,·<·1111·111 t1·111li11·..:· !11 \\·;1rd 

illl i11(('1'11:ltio11:1l ('Ol11'1•n•111·(· for. till' ('St;il1li:-):1111·111 or ;t li111;-

1:11io11111' :1rn1:11111•11ls. \Y]1ic·l1111;1\· 111' 1·:illi-d \\·i1l1i11 tlll' 1·11111111!.!· 

y1·:1r: :lllcl 

"·1i,,n•;1:-: 110 11pport1111ity for :1rnili11g· tli1• ( :11,·<·rn111<•11t 111' 1111• 

l'11it1·d ~t:tt<•:-: of i11forn1:1ti1111. j1•1·l111i1·al ;11111 !.!."<•111'r;d. wlii,·li 



Copies :from ''Explosives Components of Drop :Sombs 11 

Production Data. Of the various HCDilB which were designed, 
only the Mk. I and Mk. III were in production. A :few o:f the other 
size bombs were loaded experimentally but none on what could be 
considered a production basis. At the cessation of hostilities 
records showed the following bombs produced; 

Items Total Total 
floated 

6,000 
98 000 

Bale 

H. c. Demolition :Somb Mk. I 
H. o. Demolition :Somo Mk. III 

loaded to 11~14-18 
20.719 
20.002 

incl. on hand 
14.719 
19,082 



COPY - Extract "History of Bomb Unit Engineering Branch of the 
Aircra.:f't Armament Section, Engineering Division, Ord. Dept.·, 
OKD 314. 72/ET12 

TESTS: BARLOW HElAVY DROP BOMBS 

Conducted at La Ferte Allais, France, on September 2nd, 19189 on the 
testing :field of the Section Technique Aerenautique. Four Barlow Bombs. Nos. 
7899, 7~48• 7975 and: 7981 and two (2) Cooper :Bombs wera released from a. Captive 
balloon at an approximate altitude o:f 1000 meters, on a target consisting of 
100 Mannequins, !let up in five rows, twenty deep. In ea.ch row the mannequins 
,rare five meters apart and the rows were spaced twenty meters apart. 

Following the dropping of each bomb a count was made of all penetrating 
frag,nents. 

The results as set forth by the reports, were that the average 
efficiency of the Barlow Bomb :to the Cooper Bomb was as 6 is to 7 and that the 
comparative unit efficiency with reference to their weights is as 1 is to s. 

On September 26th and 27t~ 1918, additional tests of the Barlow bombs 
were conducted at the Ordnance Armament School, St. Jean de Monte, France. 
Eight -Barlow bombs were· dropped over 1and from an airplane at altitudes of 
1000 feet, 1750 feet and 2000 feet; in addition, four bombs were dropped over 
water, two at 1500 feet and two at 3000 feet altitudes. Total number of 
Twelve· bombs tested. 

. All bombs dropped over water functioned properly and of' the eight over 
land two were failures. 

Largely for the following reasons. it was recommended that production 
of :Barlow Bombs be discontinued: 

(1) That the practice of' the English• French and Germans, established 
<by experience, was to employ a large number of' small fragmentation bombs, 
rather than carry a f'ew larger o:r;ies. It was held and proved by- practice that 
the latter method was more effective in results. 

(2) That the time required for operation of' the extrusions of' the 
Barlow Bomb was such that these could not be advantageously employed at the 
lower alti tud£s at which bombing was often carried out. 

(3) That the time required to prepare Barlow Bombs for use mitigated 
against its practical use in the field, added to this was its more 
complicated mechanism. Comparatively the Barlow bomb could be far more 
easily injured in handling, shipping over sea.s and in transport. 

(4) That ona Jingle bullet through the thin air reservoir of the 
bomb would cause :f ail~re to function. 





BOMB EXPERT I 
RAPS BARLO\V. 

Prof. Ewell of Worcester 
Tech' Sends Wa1·ning 

To g~!!fil~§ .. s --- -­
> l!i>~H>'ls;;tch to The lieralil] 

'WORCESTER, Feb. 20-Brea 

~

20 years' silence about World 
bombing experiments, Prpf. ur 
W. Ewell oJ Worcester ~ chnic 
~titute, f:!'31'-t4!!~Ht~f f the 
A. ~ccr1's"'bcmb unit today 
issued 11, c;tatcment w Con­
gress about ~ester P. B:irlow, Con­
necticut inven~-descripUon 
of "i new aerial mine startled mem­
ber:. otthe House n:n·al affairs com­
lnittee. 

Prof. Ewell said Congress ought to 
know that reports of Barlow's bomb 
inventions had been in the War de­
partment 'files since 1918 and that 
l3arlow "belittled the United states 
in the face of her allies" at demon­
stration conducted in nance during ~ 
the war. 

HAD PULL, HE SAID 
He said Barlow had "such a tre-

mendous pull" that the ordinance • , _ _ .. . . . I , 
dep:1rtment manufactured bOmbs of crable correspondence, he sa.d, it, bo.:ub5 u.,~d bJ t ,l' a!.lcs which 1 .. 
his design only and that these was agreed B:u-!ow woUld bring sc;me j werl' product'd !or $2:;. 1 t 

or his bo b t Fr., " f co The bomb, wrrl' drcnl)-:-d rom n l 
provedinferiortothosemadeabroad. . m 5 ~ ~n~e or a m-/capHn~ ba:Joon at .cc;lho~rt:~ tarsc:.s'r 
and were ne-:-er u:sed in combat over- p:u-at,ve t:?3t with those used by the I a1~d 13:ir:o.,..:·s n:~de 15 h.~ to 35 1 

1it3S. zr s. l !or U10:e cf !o=e:3n mak'.', Pru!. I' 
Th~ invent.or last week told thr his tes~ he Eitated. was m:!.dl' at E;;·<';l c!~=b:ed: . ~ 

n • 1 aff 1r5 c mmittee th ., . .ae Frer.cn air scr\'lce's pro•,mg Tne prr~l'r.~l' o! U:e :i1ht>d o.-
a\a a o e n~1- b4°ounds at La Fcrte-Alle south· or fl:tals ccr::!ln:y was l'mb;ur~;nr,- to. 

bomb could devastate large land Paris and. nccordlng to Pi-or. Ewell, the _.~meric;ms when the te:;t !,ho-.ved 
1

, C 
areas and would explode under Barlow invited ,some 200 officers o! Bar.ow's bomb to be rn lr.!erlo: to ~ 
water. He said its use would for-::e the nllled pov;crs, nlthough the dem- the ~ench, En3li,h and Italian ; 
the adoption o! new :mllltary d onstrat!on was to l::l.Vl' c.-en secret. bombs, he added, :md he rc!errl'd d 

. an Prof. Ewell s:11c1 th'? te.':t pro·~ed to the inventor M •·a. i;ocd mecl~an- t, 

( 

naval tactics. Barlow"s bo:nb "far inferlo:·• and a 1~1 engineer wlth an e.xtraorclinary 
The committee postponedfinal~c- scheduled second test was car.cl'lled aptitude for poUUcs." {; 

tlon on the administration's $1,0JO,- after his unit and the French ex- • • ·-·--·~ ...... ,.,.,.,._. -r:-Tf.TFn 
000,O!lD naval construction program perts h~d m:r.de their repoi:t.s •• Bar-

-_ t -Fi:l::r(;:.--ti' J:le~r na.v'J~ oYD"rts <1ur- low"s bomb, he a.s::ertcd, weighed 110 r 

U 

· · '-~ -,:,.., -!'-.•- J>0unds and cost $135 to manufac-
ing the coming week, on ·the -. ... ~ ure as comp:u-ed with 22-po:.=d 
nerabillty of battleships to such at-
tacks. The committee is also con-
sidering recommending thal;"pal't o! a • • • • 
a naval exper.ime.nta.1.lund~ used 
totes~ 

/

, WHY HE BROKE SILENCE 
Prof. Ewell said .he had read of 

( 

Barlow's testimony and had decided 
to break his silence regarding "war­
time secyets" only for the PIU'J)ose 
of preventing a repetition of "the 
costly and most emb:i.rrassing in­
cident o! 1918." 

"This man who appeared before 
the House committee on naval af­
:!airs last Friday and told of a. new 
aerial mine that he has invented is 
the same Lester P. Barlow who had 
such a tremendous pull with Con­
gress in 1918 that the ordnance de­
partment was compelled to manu­
facture only a. bomb o! his design, 
which later was proven inferior to 
allled bombs and resulted in set­
ting this country back several 
months in the manufacture of aerial 
bombs," he s:.ld. 

He said he and other American 
officers protested against the manu­
facturing o! bombs which had been 
untrmd in warfare. After consld-
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1 thC' Serrrtnry of ,ril}";· ( ;3) two offierrs of thr Navy to be 

~ a1>1>_ointP<l to the Co111111i~~iou hy thr Secretary of the Na:vy; 

3 (4) th<• Chief of the .Air Corp:,; of the Anny; ( 5) the Ohid 

4 of the Bl'l.rean of Aeronautie:-; of the N~wy; (6) one Mem-

5 ber I of UongT<'f-8 from each of the following committees: 

6 'l'ht• Uormuittee on ~Iilitary Affai.rs ?f the Senate, the Com-

7 niittce on NaYal A.ffoirn of the Senate, the Committee on 

8 )Iilitary Affairs of the Ilous~ of Representatives, and the 

9 Committee on Naval .1.'\Jiuirn of the House of Representatives, 

10 i-:nc-h ::Members of Oongrei-:~ to he a.ppointecl to the Commis-

11 ·i-:ion hy tlw dmirmen of th<>ir n•spc>ctivc committN•H. 

12 (h) .... \. m<•mhrr of tlil' ( 1ornrniHsion shall hold o-flice 

13 clnriug • tlw pl<'n:-nr<' of the• authority "·hid1 a1>poi11trcl him 

14 to tlH' ( !mmnisRion. 

15 (<·) Ea<'h mprnlH'r of the (\nmuisi-:iou appointed by 

16 tlH• Prc•:-:iclc•nt gJiall, ,Yhilc 80 8<'rving, n'<'t'ive a salary at the 

17 rate of $8,000 per annnrn. 

18 (cl) Va~aneieR in t.lie Commii.;sion, so long as there 

19 Hhall he ninr mPmhers in olJier, shall not impair the power 

20 of the Uommisf:ion to c'xecntc its functions, and nine of the 

21 momhers in ofiicc HhaU eom:titntc a quorum for the trans-

22 action of the hui-;irn•Hs of the Connui8Hion. 

2:3 ( e) All mcmhrrs of the ( lonuniHRion :.;hall lw appointed 

·. 24 with clnc regard to t.1wir Hp<•c·ia] 1itnc•ss for t1w rfTieirnt diR-

25 charge of the dutiP~ impo~c'cl npou thrm hy thiR Aet. 
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1 TECHNIC .. i.L ~\.ND ('LERI(' .:U, STAFF 

2 SEC'. 3. (a) Without regard to the civil-service htws 

3 or the Olmisi.ficntion Act of 192H, as amended, the Commis-

4 sion may ai)point nncl pn'serilw tlw dnti<.'S and fL\: the 

5 salari<:>s of a s<:>cn,tnry nm1 a total of fiw l'aeh of s1wcinl 

6 l'Xperts, tittonH~~·s, m1c1 <.'xnmirn'rs: J>J'Orided, That no <:>m-

7 ployN's so appointl>d may receive an annual salary nt a 

8 rate in exeess of that proYi<h'<l mH1<'1' flw (~lnssilfration ~-\<'t 

9 of 1923, as nmernkd. 

10 (b) 'l'lw ( l01m11ission nwy, suh.i<'<'t to tlw provisions of 

11 tho C'ivil-s<'rvice hnvs awl the Classifi.<·nfion ~\ct of H)2B, as 

12 nmeucfod, n.p1><;iut sneh otlwr ofli<'<.'rs,1 t'ugim'<.'rs, inspectors, 

13· attorneys, -exnmiiwrs, mu.l other <.'mploy<'<>S as arr ni;-ressary 

• 14 in the exemtion of its functions. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
"~ 'f,~ 

22 

23 

24 

25 

F'FNCTIONS OT!' 'Nill 001\DHSSlON 

SBC. 4. (a) It shnll he the fuuC't~on of tlw Oonnnission 

t6 n~eeive, revil''"• uncl puss upon the merits and suitnhility 

of all inV<.'ntions, discoverks, and . other de,ricl'S, \Yhetht-r 

pn,tl'nted or otlwnvise, submitted to the Oowrnmeut for pro­

posed use for pnrpos('S of nntional dPfrnso., 'l'o this end pro­

posals or sugg<'stion:;; mnde to or received by lmmoh('s, drpmt­

nwnts, ng('lll'i('s, nml instrmncntnlifa,s of thr Federal Govern­

ment for mm in the nntiounl defense shnll be reforred to tLe 

Commission for study. 'l'he Commission shnll inY0stignte the 

merits 0£ all propos~ls or imggest.ions refern'd to it, tn king nll 



1 reaf:011ahlP mc>nsnn':.,; llP<'<'~:--nry to nrrin1 at nu :H'<'lll'Ht<' ch•tc.•r-

2 rni11atio11 of ::.;nitahility nucl Ynhw for 11atiorn1l <lPl'c•n:,;c'. Tlw 

3 Con1111ission is anthorizc•<l to Jmild mul J-<•:--1 llHHl<•l:,; of dPYil-Ps 

4 h<•lien•d to ,YmTm1t :md1 t.rPiltllH'HI mul <'XJH'll::.;<', mul to 

5 develop <leYi<'<•s m,:pful to ,uul rn'P<kd hy t1H' nnt io11nl d<'i'em,<' 

6 arms of the Oon•rrn1H'llf to tlw poi11t of n1,Hlirn•:-s for prodnc-

7 tion for :-:l'rvice m;e. 

8 (h) Tlw ( 101m11i~:-;io11 ~Im JI, t hrongh its :.,;p<•rl'fnry, k<'<'p 

9 a tnw n·<·or<l of all it:,; llH'<'ting~. aud. thP y<•n-m1<l-11uy Yot<1s 

10 ta.ken therein, on every trmrnac:tion approved or di::.;approved 

11 hy thr Connni::-Hion. 'l']w t!ou1rni:--::.;io11 is anfl10ri:wd to adopt 

12 rules and rPguhtt-.ions in rPg:ml to it::- proecdmc a11d the eou-

13 duct of itH lm~iue:-:::.; and :--neli a:-; ,11'<' uc·ce:-.sury to cany out th<• 

14 powers, duties, micl fm1etio1rn VPl'itPd iu it hy this Act. 

15 ( c) The Oonm1issiou ma,y make Htl<'h t•xpernliturPs a:,; 

16 are necessary iu the pprformmH·e of its fnuctions from funds 

J7 made available to ~t thnrngh approprintiou::.; whi<'h nre hncby 

18 authorized. 

19 ( d) Eaeh member, uuy ('lllj)l<>y(\(' of the Uommissiou, 

20 aud any pen;ou detailed to it from a11y other ag<•ncy of the 

21 Government shall receive the ucee:-sary tra;vcling and sub-

22 sistence expenses, or per diem a11owmwe in lfru thereof, 

2:3 within the limitations prescribed by htw, while away from his 

24: official station upon official business of the Commission. 

2:5 Expenditures by the Commission shall be allowed and paid 
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1 oil tlw pn",Plltntion of iu•rnit'l'd Yom·lwr-- tlH'r<'for npproYC'cl hy 

2 tlw ( 'onnui,~ion or a <l<•,ig11ntl'cl <'lll]lloy<'c' th<'n•of. 

3 (<') It :-hall h<' nulnwfnl for anv n1<•mlwr officer or .. , ·' 

4 Plllploy<'<' of tlw ( \numi:---.;iou to h<' iu tlw <'ll1ploy of any other 

5 p<.•rsou, 1irm. or <'orporatiou. or to han• nny pPcm1iary inter-

6 <'st iu, or hold nn~· orlkial n•lntioni-:hip with nny otlwr p<.•r~on, 

7 firm, associatiou, or <'orporntion with whoni the' Oonuni::1sion 

8 lrn::; lrnsim•s~ rdntions. 

9 HEL.\.'1'10);:H BE'l'\Y,EEN 'l'lm vxrr1m HT.\1'ES .\ND INYENTORS 

10 Bg<'. 5. In i-:nits agaim;t tlH' Fnit<.•d Rtat<.'~ for unlicensed 

11 nHP of nu inn•11tion or for iufring<.'llH.'nt of a patC'nt, where the 

12 lllY<.'ntion or thing- pntpnt0d hns he<.•n used by the Dopmtment 

13 of "\Var or tho D<'partuwnt of th0 .Nnvy, it slrnU be competent 

1-1: and sufficient for the United States to sho,v as a special matter 

15 of defense in such suits that riflir.ers of the United States had 

16 personal, though unpublished and unprint<.'d, knowledge of 

17 such inYention or patented device prior to the 11lniutiff's sup-

18 pmied imreution or discov<.•ry thrrrof, or more than two years 

19 prior to his application for a patent therefor. 
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75TH CONGRESS} H R 1 0918 
8D SESSION • • 

A BILL 
To create a National Defense Conun.b,.;ion on 

Inventions, and for other purposes. 

By Mr.Mils 

Jm."'E 14, 1938 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
ordered to be printed 
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75TH CONGRESS H 'R 10918 3D SESSCON • • • 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

,foNE 14, 1938 

Mr. MAAS introducccl the following bill; which was r<'ferrecl to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs and ordered to be printed 

A BILL 
To create a National Defense Commission on InventionR, and 

for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacte.cl by the 8enate and Honse of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of Ame1·ica in Congress ass<'mbled, 

3 That there is hereby established, as an independent agency 

4 of the United States Government, a National Defense Oom-

5 mission on Inventions, hereinafter referred to as the "Oom-

6 mission". 

7 COMPOSITION OF TIIE COl\:BIISSION 

8 SEO. 2. (a) The OommiHsion shall be composed of 

9 ( 1) two civilians, one of vd1om shall be designated and 

10 shall serve as chairman if the Cormuis~ion, who shall be 

11 appointed to the Commission by th<' President; ( 2) two 

12 officers of the .Army to be ap1>0inted to the Commission ]?y 
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Containing 1 l,000 pagt>s .. ~ 
3,000,00(1 words ... ~',,.ighing 
33 pounds? ... Pril'lted from 
cfoar. large-faced type on S<'lect 
quality• "non-glaring., pap.er 
~ • ,. Enc.:rn:'d in a hu.:uriou11lv 
etnbosscd and gilded "Lift·•time:, 
binding. 

-Th•H ntt b• fto trnty AHuricdl# 
famllv that l:,111 not lon1:flld to o~ 
the c~mpl•te work1 of Amerio.'• bHt• 
foved. {tf$414t,t writins; 1eni,u,•­
America':1 Ptin,e of Laught•r--ou.r 
,.wn MAR.K TWAlNI Thl!NI ntt 
be n& fathnt 11nd mothert who ha•• 
not wanted to l•t their <1:hil<lren thrill 
our Tom Sawyer and Hud11l.herl'f 
Finn. jlut •• they did at the• 1&me 
a1eJ Thero crm he 1:10 h'.!v~t of bro•d, 
uproariou1 American humor, of 
tenderly dr11wn, heart breaking rn• 
an1;nce. of bre.athleu, h~roic uh•n• 
ture or uncaouy myuery wbo has not 
dntame<l tf own1n1 • complet• 
iibury of the worlu of Mark Twain. 
Every word tha immortal Mark Twain 
ever wrot.,.....in 24 ,uperb volm:1H,_ 
oHerod ~o you practically for th« ,., •· 
i#g! Yet! Thu is the trtiuch1; 1937 
;ood-will pre1ttntation from the NEW 
YORK POST 10 itt rudu:s,. H•r• 
• .,. bookt tQ rud and r,nud and 
U..tUnt .a rour m. . ♦ • book• of 
proud, endurin1 b•uty . . . books 
no. truly American b.om. «tt lilffotd 
to he widu.rnt f 

You MUST NOT depriu you.nelf 
• your fainity of this &lociou, op,. 
tJonunity! Th••• rxlnl•• •ohund 
ean b• youn for • aons. 

ACT AT ONCII 
MaU the Reservation Fona 

below for Prt,uere . Vouchen. 
entitling you to qualify for the 
superb Mark Twain 24-Volume 
Library. and the llmple mles 
goveqdnr this 1reat Reader B6-. 
ward. DO IT NOW! 

Zlde~tAld(R~ 
:u~ANYotAll~ 
kl& POST GIFT-OFFERS 

Citizens' Protective League Fails to Realize 
Own Indictment in Preamble 

''Pdmaril!I 1.rc nrc nnt cit1ze11.c; nf s!oi('S rnd racird 
C()JHrndt's!l·--Joscf Hucncrfu11 11 1, le(:dinu .\'(1:i philoso­
pher, 

"In admiration rrnd i:rrp j(Zith, 011r, nu·inl rnmradC'.-: 
in foreign states lonk Hp rn rlw R.c1cf1. rntcl 11s Fuehrer,"-.. -· 
People.~ LPafTHP f nr Cennanis nt i\ hrnnd. 

Jfou, the Nazi n1n1.,enH'11t in Arnerica. 1chirc naf dc­
monstrnh1u, seC'k.inri to 01'ctt/irow tile A.mericnn Gni-­
ernment. lires like a :::true tr~thin thf' ~tntc, nl1nn1s oping 
HiUPr's Reich, is ..:;hou·n in a sc1·ics nf tel1 tch this is Uic 
final article. 

D[XTEH 
SPRING ANO CIRCUS 
HARB I NG ER, DIES 

• 66~Year.Qld Press Agent 
Barnum's Spent 45 

Years on Road 

Spring 

k,\·,'r k:,h,-, i>: cl, ;rrL 

Slril'~JTt ;1,i!h iYpb,<d fc\ <"' (kt.,. 

l 

y 

r:.ar!~Un: 8: r1~11\e:,: e ~"t'{t·, -.~:."'.L:.; cr1 ~l--.J"' 

Copyright, 1937', nu l'\r-w York Po, t , lri<". hon1esirei1h nr ;' 01 t1:1t1:1:1l : ,H,; 1 ' 11 

\Vith the earnestness of childn:n playing housf'. thf' assc'111bl('d F(,;lnw·< w:;,. p:;icPd ,, ri ;,,1 ,,.,.1 , iP 1' '1 

audience at a rall:v of the Citizen~' Protect ivP L0a,:;;uP iin.es llp to ; l[;1t.tic:'s1lu:·L l\1';•;:,., \\ l,,cr~:· l;~ ·<;ted ~,~/ 
sign a petition asking Conr1re;-;s to in1p(l'ach President Hoose\'e l L ; ia~t ni~:il t. , :- : ( 

I Cixculati'.'d nationally by Lrste~. I Phys;ci;,;·•~ :,.;1:d ,\ ~.:,l~,t·V ;ul;r, :,: de:; 

ip, Barlow of StRmford Cbnn., thel body's ~<'nCrrn::Hv" the Lear•ue ,vas !cn11tnhu'.td :r) his dv,i 1h. JI,, :1p- \',. 1 

'p"'+;t 1·<)n Ot)"'ns· !. bl t ·"' d h'r ·.. Jl . ~,, , ! pearcd to h1· rc•cn\c,,·;ng t'C'Cl'n11r.;. ,.. 
"·, , 1 ,. • . . • : R e o s._ n 1 n , o n ):-1 ,. a 11c1.1, s,n1 ~ , • 1 , . . : .. , . . ,. . , .... , ·, · " , , 

: "\V0, the unders1;..,'11cd r1hzcns of. itnrium for five months. Applau:-('.) lhL. t H~. cnmp,ii ,ldf)'l of .1.lm1 r,b , i. •• Jfo: 
1th'"' C·11'tc..1 State"' ot America rec-: Tl ... - •· •-d 1 1 . ;;u!lcd m 11 : c::,pi,r. . vH 

~- ·' U' ' •• .;, • ' : le Lre&(Ue l!.4lrlcC on ya, coup C. H'' ,,.,", ,;, . f)' , ,. c:_:'." r,,, '' .. ' 
ognizing our obligations a~ D0fl'nd-: of years &KO in one Htti~ offke-.: .. • i~ '·,,·,\' \,< '/ 1'.' 1. \' .1,1s,. .,,'·'~\ '.:(:, n ,, 
ers of the Republic wh€"ll 1t 1s facC'rl Th t •in f rm t f .• 1 von i)rc '_" 1"· •• 11 ' Sv, rd1 n, '-\ st 'l" ;,• • (:,;: 
with thn"1's of dcstn1ctio1, rise to ~t,t' K on a ~ · 11:1, a O mtu1

st
1r, m;lrned :n l;)J3, \\".1" .1t l~·:- llcd<{:,'. td, 

~•- • ., •• _ .rcr1a1.on!,, conv,·iatt.y, no!llaga Hew;ll 1 , r . , 1 · J\,,.. I'··'· .. 
the dnl1f'nt1.0 of pol il ·cnl t('rro1T'-ds • d thrift it ow nr d ,. • o • ' H >.ll I H c lll ( " ,i '· ,t-L ·, lI r:: 

d• •• ' h~ • r f _,, .' ,. •• ._. -·1---0• an ' n .., 8 " six-ro m Cnnn. Funf'r,il arr;-1ng<'HH'r 'c:: ;1n" 11, .. 1 ,lll prcac ers o orci~n .isms \\ 1 !!mite at 21 East ~evtntv-flfth StrPf't , l .1 I • f d . , • • . , .. n H, nm P (' f•. ( . ; ' . 
1 are now beattg at the oun. at10n. to accomrnodate nabom1l hea<lquar- Ff'llov,:s: v .. •;ic: ::;ix:y-rix. Hr h.,d 1,1s 
: of .. o~ir Repub 1c. l if'rfi!. I~ {'laim!il a membership of 20,- 1 ;slpCnt !or!y-f;\p \e;irs ir,:i:·d,~ iht: (·;., 
I We arc shocked at the ruthless ooo ,,nt.h h:ra.nchf'n in twenty~hvo 1 tr• ,1 1 ~t,·• ,. ·ct"('. ,,1 ... • , . .,,.. ' ' 
I ,·1r l '" of too n1anu• of our pres- th ' . • ·,\l ,C'( •• ,L( s al, il.!ld.,d ,l:-, p, ( .,,, :pr 

\\1 111141 ~-s ., , o er cities. ,,....,,..., 1,t fc)•· ,.,,.,," .. ",. "''•(1 •t:., 1 \' .... , 
t l t d d 'nted )Ublic . . . .,,._,. • . .• t ,, , •• u'-,.;, ""· 1 II',.( '.''. ;/'!:: 

en e ec c an appo1 I • Of the substantial dut'11 H col- slHn,·s. He w:is 1h(' mn~t \VHi,·h IH'ii 
servar:ts to enc~u_rage and accept. lects from (irPrman Labor F'ront' known press agent ln the w,): id. 

11 1 , 
financial and pohhcal support .from members. It retains only enough to 
thos.e who would supplant our fra- cover administration cost!, ,ick and t'riends by the Thousands !/,~'.r. 
ditional ~merican, sy::;tem. of !r?c death bendH:!, Tht'I' remainder g<H'l1!: Ft>llows's f:·icnd~hips rnn :r:!o 
people with a d1ctatorsh1p bmlt as a gift to the Gf'rman 1.,abor F'ront uncounted th 11u:~1rnd~. 
upon a theory of national reglm0n~ 1 in Berlin. The N cw Yu: k "! en t'' of the C: r- ' 
talion a1:d the 'isms' of old Europe.'' 1

1. A major, function of the League cu8 Saints rind Sinner,;:, a h<'t.(, o- l 
.Joining Nazi Movement • is to prov1d~ 1t!'. members \vith a ltsnt org.rnization, is 1:amed fnt L1:n 1 

,~ppartntly the, members of the • "reading list" Once a month each !Vfon:bcrs, all o~ them inticnatc:c ,,f ;\· 
~1t1zens Protcctrve League. were member receives 8 copy of .r'cllowsJ indudc Lowcil Thorrn:-:,: , , , 
m such great haste to obtain the Deutsche im Ausland (Th~ Ge.r- Gene Turnit''.:, D<1be Huth, Ge,: gc, ,<,,: 
Pr.esident's impeac~ent ,th~t they man Abroad), which is publIMed 1\:f. Cohan, Hc1 ndrik van Loon. Fd- i Vrn 
tailed to . read this patrwllc pre~ by the foreign divis1on of the Labor die Rickenbacker, ::'.:lurly V.i L cc. : stw 
amble, failed to .reallze t.hat they :F·ront in Berlin, CHpped to this im- County Felix von Luckn(-r, GPlH 1·,d ! n11r 
w~r.e. engagmg 1n s.caldrng self- ported publication is a copy of Smedley Butler, Carve~h \Vell;;, nuy, ,,. 
crihc1sm. Der Deutsche in Nord-Amerika1 Cbapman Andrews aud Ton,-., S,i:·g. ! 

For tb.e Citizens• Protective! published by tbe League. Reporter:. and edi1or~ even \\hen-: \'-."Pl 

League ·was itself conceived in the il'ected Fcllo\vs nffecti<.111(1tely frnm ren 
sin of a "foreign ism/' being nothing Trade Papers Listed y_ear to ~ear as lw . 1n·cccovd the : her-
less than one of th• adjuncts of the In addition I...eague members may c1rcus on 1ts transcontnrt•n1a1 r,·,::'(':'. : \ 

j Nazi move~nt in America. It ,vas, choose from among the eighty-five Fellows re-turned their affrcL in,: 
1 meeting at the moment in the New ! official trade papers pubhshed in 1 and invariabiy callf'd them rdl by : hnci 
York TurnhaH. in l:'orkville, and I Germany the one con~ring his. O\'-'n l their 11rst n,im0s. i ria; 
the eh,irtnan was Kurt Mertlg. a! occupation. I He wrote the ~tory of his 1 ik ln ! tin: 
lieutenant of Fritz Kuhn, the Nazi I Examples from the reading list 1936, in a book titled ''This \\' ;iv : st(H i Fuehrer 1n America. j for League members: I to the Big Show,'' and wrotE: ,1n th'0 I '·. 

:I"• New York Past, I Its major fund.ion is to guide I The September issue of Deutsche ·, fly leaf; "To t~ew~paper m0n n 11d : t00 

Presenh.Uon Dept., German-Americans in national I im Ausland carrie~ a leading ar- 1 women wherever dispen:cc:." alL 
'll "'"'- Street. New York. N. l". I 4-- • • • I I •i t· 1 d · 1'1Jf • "J I No 1 t 

Please 11et aslll.e es:pedally for me the Sta~ and mmuc1pa e eca- ons so ic e enouncmg .. narxu,m as , ew~ : . p ·C'ss agcn C!VC'r ,va~ nwre 
l>resent.atton Libnrles or Vohimes which I that they may vote agaJn'6Jt candi- ish." Another article acclaims J. E. ! succe~!uL Tbanks in a largr· n,casa . .Jus 
la.~a.!!C1~:c~t~mbelJ!0 ~f ~~d:rs;ft~~_! I dates unsympathetic to Nazi prin .. Joo~ owner and pub1ish~r of the I ure to Fcllows'5 adept mini:-:tra- ! end 
D 8 Van Gogh Paintings & Portfolio. I dples. Pittsburgh Sontar:sbote, for an I tiom:, the cirrus Jong agn lwc·1me i . 

I O 12 VoL Won cterland of Knowledge. I Except for this unprecedented editorial on the need of Germanism important_ news for every news- i be 
I r, Dr. Morrl1 .Fl!1hbe!n'1 .M4•Pa.ire Mod· 1 t I f f 1 

ern Homa Medk~1 Ad\riser, slip, however, the numerous orgnnfl. in America. paper,, ra lllg rr.1 a:-nns n .rce .-,,pac~'. • my 
I O Wehster's 2,orn~Piu:e Giant Unlv~ual I izations that spring from the Nazi i Othe.r articles prsise condiUo~.s in Akr1l brougnt 1-'cllo.ws to !\rw. ''. 

Unabrid;red Dlctiona,ry. I I y l } o Rand McNall:v Unabrld.re<d World movement in America might en~ily I the R~~h, describe the achieve~ .0 r eac 1 y~ar frmn 11::, New Bnt- ano 
• Atlas and Encyclopedic G1u1etteer of I be meeting at any ,.,.iven moment! ments of the Italian press under aui, Conn., wmter hnr:nC'. He R-lWEi)"!-- . 
·., tho Universe. 1t> 1 t k h , f tl l 
n Complete Work, ot Cbarle11 Dick~• I; 4,000 miles a,vay in Germany in~ Mu~solini~ detail the Nazi :Party! wn~ YVO wee "' a esrt 0A . 1e an_•:ua , B 

in 20 volumes, • stead of in Yorkville. convention in N'uremberg. arrival of the circus nt Mflu,::::H1 , nwi 
□ Complete Works of Ma.rlt Twain tn I n- •-4-. F L B k Sqtl"rc r:-.arden 

2, volumes. I . ~pl'Lu.1..t; rom ey 00 "' µ • . h:id 
pJ,i,,ute tend me FREE b:v rt"'turn mt.n Draped With Swastika. The October issue of Der He would come WtBnng waxed r lw 
( 1 l Privitero VoHC'hl"rfll enabling mo to I For instance, a Deutsch('r Feier- Det1t"che in Nord~Amerika re- mu;(;tachios, a gay 1•'1.P«"iJat and pock-qt.ialify for tho ·•:olumel!'. tndlcntN! "" f 11 ./II 

I above. (2). Exact fm,tructJ!ons ta fol• I abend (German .festival evening} prints part of a book by Dr, Robert C'!S, u, o,.. passes. . M:.i 
low to obtain my ret1t·rved vo!uroci,. ct the German•Am0rican Vocn1 innal Lev leader o! the German Labor "Sprrng ii here'.'• kature WL\,'i < ·~• 

I League. which is the rlomef;" icat0.d FrZn\t, which is entitled, ''We All . of 1iH\ N:""v Yo_rk papers "':.nld r~- ~',~r 
Name •··••·· ... •• 0 • .................... •• I American version of the Germ.an Help the Fuehrer.'' It carries a · ult., 'l he ~a~<-1.: blo(:r:i:~ v._ith / \ .. :. up 

I Labor Front- 1rnmher of Hems about crews o! lO\i.;fi stoues "s fat,l..LLc <1..s ,1'<." ,v:n 
I Add.res■ ..... •• 0

•
0 ••"*u"*" 0 "'u. •• I A thousand happy celebrants German ltncrs who have part1ci- 1 tm,~1?r8 coul~ <'oth:oct. . ~ . c_;,:, 

I I crowd the Yorkville Casuno, Down patC'd in fetes or thf' League, I . \\h,r. dFOl\11" 1hcy ~vnlt('i nb,,u,l t:H ;·.w; 
ct•- • th f t t. d 1 t'on T' J 1 . r f 'l. t d l circus. e c,v.·s \\OU< cornp d.:. 

"J ••u·•~·········•••······ii-~,~j,i I m e ron sea 5 are a e ega 1 1~e u y 15sue ~: o~~ .o. , H: r~ c: g,_,od humnrNily, "Thcy·rc n,;iki·'~. :b· 
'-------------- of a hundred children from the Jom :mis the . .I rn.\elmg Srt,_fN-. a myth nf me., just an .adJr·c: in . tn 

-~-~----,,_,:--,=--~ .... , ---·· . I 

CERTIFICATE 

VINCENfvAN GOGH 
POITTf0l10 PAIIIIT!Hl 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

48 of thet"" ~rti1'!cmt111, 1Ufferr ntly 
1
1 

numbl!f@d, 11uallf) you to NOCiYt t~e 

I bHuliful Vln1;1ent Van Gogh porth.11!o, I 
with it, a full•CO!Qred p11,lntlngt, tn ttll~ 
eord11.nct with Uu NEW YORK POJl'I I 
great gift offer. l ______ ......... _ .....,...., ___ _.... ..... ,__., , I ! 

o. •- - . ~ I.I-•••--• -.,I I 

American equivalent of the Hitler man, urgC's that Jew~ be de-med 1 1 ,· lc, .,
11

,.l ,, 
h h • d d 'th • • l f l · • s,l11jj;lllg g1.. • ' Youth. T e ouse 1s rape w1 perm1~.s10n to scl arm mar 1 ml>ry 

the Nazi swastika flag. to pearnnts. It Attack5 Christi,111$ The- !i.plrtt of Sprlne-
• From the stage and the bakor:ie~ who employ J ev.•5 or in any nrnnw 

hang also banners with insignia of ner hc!p them and cites n firm 
the German Labor Front - a en~~ which employs a Je,vish sale~man 
,vheel within a wheel; and in the anrl has refu:::ed to fire him. 
center of the cog\vhecl the ktter The July issue of the Cr<:rman 
"D,. for Deutschland. Posters M0rchant goes ever. farther. It 
b,cked on to the b·alconlei:t at inter~ rlevotes it::. whole front pagf' to an 
va ls. bear single words-·-''Strengl h," • attRck on the r~rench Popular Front 
''Jov," "Justice"-which are slogans I Govf'rnment. 
of the Labor Front in Germany. Denies Politieal AC'tivity 

Bremen Crew In Choir But Herr H. IL Vn1lbcr:;, sec.re-
, , tary-trcnsurcr of the Leagu<'. 1s (ll~-

Mu:::1c Master Elenschne1der :raps tre~sed whr-n anybndy character~ 
~~~ ~-a!i.:1 .. :2:m:.~ .. 1x :2~; .. ca.!}::}:: ~:.d~~ I izes ~he League as (•nga~ing in po~ 

It nlw;i::,.•f: WDS a pr<1di~inu~. (' 1 •1n, 
sal. gargai, t u:in pii•ce of hrn11n:· 1 ) 

hirn that a mnn grovn1 gray, Wrt'," 
klPd and corpul<'nt should bP hf']d 
forth as the i,p1rit of fpring. 

In a c11bbylH>k: off ice rif tlw 
Gardc11, FeHP\\'S wou!rl !.·,,,, 11 b;i:·" 
rai;;e of tt,Jt,phone cull5 nnd rwr­
son:il vi.sit al j(,y~;;:. 

He ;,,lv ... ·ay~ wa:,; ln io lH~\,•:--paprr 
\\Titer'.:, l!e ~iron~ d!'sprrntely hi 

dodg(' jmp, istf'rs, 
''M:'. Fellows is not hi•n' :rnd 

he will nnt he b;irk," llc \\ <)\ 1, i 

r 

l i 



ALFRED N. PHILLIPS, JR. 
4TH 01ST • CONNECTICUT 

VINCENT CALLAHAN 

SECRE'l'.-.RY 

Qtongress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
1!,ouse of .ltepresentatibes 

mtagbington, 33. <d:. 

~arch 2, 19:38. 
COPY 

of 
Ilon. Corl Vinoon, Olmirmn, 
?!o.val 1.ftairo Com;u t;tco, 
llouoo ot Ropreaontat1voo, LETTER 

aohington, D. •;. 

Dear llr. Vincon: Rt:: Loot or r. Bnrlcr.r a <:'.tattro::d I Conn. 

Lootor 1. BorloT1 cru:o to r.totiford, Connecticut, seven or 
o1{3ht ycaro oeo. Botore thon \'ie bavo o. record ot hio living 1n 
:t,o\"1 tiavon, Connco1tiout, sane tew yenra botore tho.t. r-:e have 1:-oon 
told 1n ntorif'ord that he was one ot the organ1zors, '11th 3enator 
Frazier and our colleague Hon. Ho:qry G. Teigen, .1:1ember ot the 
Houoo of Roprooontativoe, or tho farmer labor portf out in tho north­
west. Barlo:-r also olaima to bnvo 'boOll an nir officer undor Pancho 
Villn in l!exico, &ro&umnbly at the til:lo he was fish tin& and killing 
IILoricnno. r 

Dorlow alco olaico to hnve n nucbor of inventions to hie 
credit fron .-:hich ho gots hio inoo:a,. Ro't'rovor, within the lust 
tnonty-four months tho tootil:lony: before a court in Oonnocticut shown 
that hio tax paid to Tax Oollootor in Stemi"ord, Connecticut, on 
local real property -r:::,.o lc~a thnn a dollar (I boliovo forty-eight 
eontn, thoue,h I havo forgotten tho exect ar:.ount). 

During the la.ttor dnyo ot Geno.tor Huoy l.ong 1 Borloff cla.med 
to bo tho northcaatorn roprooontotive ror Lang and atto::pted to ar­
range ono or coro z::nr.JJ ceotinco tor Long in Connecticut; None of 
thooo .r..o.torializcd. 

On the death or E'.onntor Long, Barlow .icouod tho oto.te::ient 
thnt ho ?ro.s tho polit1ool. loenteo ot Lona ond hio ohnre-tho-wcoJ.th 
follcr.:em. f'.o::oti:£;;.o a:ttcr thnt ho announced that he woe goil:lg to 
run tor Co113rooo, on t-1hnt tiakot I d~ not reool. l, but lnter ho an­
nounced that ho t:..io not coins to run, 

Just prior to tho l934 nunicipo.l olootion in r.tnr..tord, Con­
n0otiout. Barlcm orcnniZod r.hot he thouzht mn n Fnoion group • .He 
oubcoiuontly ondorccd tho Ropublico.n cnndido.to for Uayor cgninst 
tho undoroie;nod i'unn~ on tho Dc:ooro.tio tickot. rJhen the ~tea on 
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ALFRED N. PHILLIPS, JR. 
4TH DIST.CoHNECTICUT 

Qtongress of tbe 'mtniteb ~tates 
1E)ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Rla~bington, 3». «: . 
.iJr. V1noon - 2. 

VINCE.1',T <;:ALLAHAN 

tho voting r.ochino ware counted it vuo tound tho.t B:irla.1•a Fuoion 
elate drew a Fusion party vote·ot ooc.otbing liko 350 votos, out o-r 
a total of Dane 14,000 votes cast at that cun1o1pal election. 'i'hroo 
yenra later Barlow entered the Republican pri~rioo tor l!oyor ond 
thero ngoin .dre~ about 350 votes ou~ of a totdl or oa:10 4,700 votoa 
cast. 

About tho year 1935 Barlow wno pi id - undor whet nrrnnco:ont 
I do not know - by the Yale and Towne J.!nnutoc turing Co::ipan7 of r to.o-
tord_, Connecticut (i;-.enuraoturors ot Ynle looks) to work on n non- ) 
refillable bottle which he had in aind. The bottle hod Q cotnl cap I/ 1 
and hence the interest 1n thio by the Yolo tmd Towne l!nnutacturing if . .< • 
Oot1_pany. The Yale· end Towne Ua.nutaoturing Cocpany kept Da.rlo':Z work- \"\1 
ing for 1 t tor a ntmbe;r ot weeks and is roportod to have op, nt yi nll 
thousonds ot dollars on the alleged Borlow inYention. ?totbins/4lmo 
of this except the tollow1Il8: At a hearing before n Cena.ta ooc::iittoo 
presided over by ~onator Olnrk ot ll1aaour1, Bo.rlow rr.o.de tho state::iont 
that the National D1otillors Produo~ Corpora tlon was in league with 
bootleggers, or words to that effect. mien Barlo~ wno naked to s1vo 
his grounds tor thie atatel!lent he r.etused and apporontly t:ao oo vitu­
porative tho.t renntor Clark requeato<l that he be citod for contoept. 
Apparently this contempt 'ffllB not carried :further, h~7ovor, po:Joibly 
becauoe 1 t wo.e thought that Barlow wns juot endeavoring to l:l!lko tho 
headlines in the ne:ropo.pers. l .. t any rate, Barlow later m-oto out n 
rotraotion o~ his state:cant ro. ltntional D1stillero Iroduct.sCorpor:i-
t1on os Je r copy attached. 

In the spring of 1937 ct a ?lntionnl Lobor Relations Board 
hearing in r--tamtord, Connecticut, Barlmr stated tho.t the mc.Clbors ot 
the Board could "tell the Pros1dent ot the United !}ta.tea to go to 
holl for him". He then stated that ahould he bo arrested tor thio 
otatex1ent he intended to tile chargeo ata1nst Prosidont Roosevelt, 
the IIonorable J"o.cee A. Farley and the Honorable Homer CUlt'Clinga o.nd 
others 0 o.osoo ie.ted w1 th the De::ocratlc nntionol political =chino" 
charging them with "ool'1"Uption ot public ottice and political con­
opiracy aoaoc1ntod with cril:linal labor cotivitiea and Bratt on the 
pnrt ot high oftioiol.s ot the United Dtatos Oo'Yo~nt". 

About thia tinlo Barlow addreoned a lotter· to tho l·rooidont 
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aekin~ the re:ovcl ot a nucbor ot covortll'!ent otticio.ls, including 
tho Honorable Ho::.er Cuc:dngs, ?JadEl.tl Fronoes 1·0::i;kina, the Honoruble 
.Tm::oo A. :&'arloy, etc. In connection with thoco National Lnbor 
Relations Board activities ot Barlow kindly note copies ot news 
clippingo o.ttQChod, these troa tho r.tru::iford Advooa.te, f:to.J:11'ord, Con­
necticut (pleo.se return the clippings to r.y off'ice when they have 
corvod their purpooe). 

Regarding Bnrlo,v'o coro recent nativities - betore the House 
:m,.vBl Attairs Committee - he came into my ottice o. few dnye botore 
hio first appearnnoe before th~ Navel Attn~ro Co?!:Clittee ot the Houce 
ond ausseated that he be allowed to teotify{tfort said Committee in 
connection with his so-called "oerial mine", or something to thnt 
ottoot. I told h1tl that I would sond hie out to that department or 
the Uo.vy which "nitts out" new mechanio11l deTicee ot use for ortense 
ond detense by the 1;avy. Barlow so.id no te would not allow that be­
cnuac he would not get a "aquore deal" - or words to this ettect. I 
then told him thnt I had gone to boarding school years ago with the 
Asaistnnt ~ecretaey ot the NaY;Y, the Honorable Charles Sdison, and 
would gladly oend him to Ur. Edison with a lettor ot introduction to 
eoo that he got a squure decl and thnt his~device or dcTioea would 
ha.ve a thorouah hearing before the navy Departmont,-nnd inv~tigat1on. 
Durlow nso.in repented that ho would not get a "square deal" - or 
wordo to that ottoot. I then told him thot I wae not interested in 
dioaussing the matter with hia ony turther. f;hortly thereafter I 
was accosted b:, the lionort1ble J'oe.nne:tt••Rnnk1n, proteeeionel paid 
lobbyist• who had Barlow with hor in the corridor outside ot th• 
1;aval fitto.irs Comittoe meeting room. £he pleaded with i:.e to haTO 
BorlOt'I put on to testity 1:)efore the llnval Af':faira Comittce. I 
save hor no answor. • 

In connection with Barlow's politicul_activitiea no out­
linet above, it should be stated tho.t he endee;vored tq organize in 
~te.mtord, Connecticut• an organization known a:s the "iodern 76crs". 
I ba,ve heard thnt 'this orgnn1zat1on - if tho tew etrag8ling members 
of it in ntnmtord ,oen bo ooUed that -. wns a branch ot a national 
organization with ho~dqu:irters in the General llotors Buildi~ 1 Nn 
York Oity, this organization bav1ns oome kind ot an idea ot scttiilg 
up oa::e kind ot o Faooiot group or organization or qotivity in the 
United ~totoa or A!:.orioa. Rowovor, r<>,gnrding this latter roport, 
I bavo nothine but hoaroay e'Videnoe nnd juat wba't toot 1o I ho.ve 
torsotten, in dotail. 
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In StCJ:ltard, Connecticut• Barlmr has been on ao cony oicioo 
ot so .cany tonoes, pu'bliol1, that people c.ro not c.uch 1ntlucnocd 
by him. I underotand that 1n 1932 he took tbe otm:p tor ~roai-
dont RooaeTol t but that attor one opoooh ho wao c::illod oft by tho 
Hationru. Dc.:ooratic Comt:litteo or oocoono roprooent!na ouch Co..'i:Jittco. 
He ie thought ot in Stat:ltord, Connoct1out, ao c r.en o~ divorcont 
views and idoa.o. ll.s stated abovo, ho hao boon in our o<:1:lCunity for 
a period ot leas than eight yec:rs to r:J.Y' kno~lcd o • 

• - '<:. ~;½ .. ~ 

I recall that Ba.rlOi"I acme into m~ o ce hore in '"'fnohington 
lQat fall with a rough sketch ot a 2200 ft. long bnttloahip - tlll:.oat 
a hnl.t .Dile longi - in dlich he Troe tr.,ing to 1ntoroat :c:e. Apparently 
his tro.nai tion fro1:1 being a. big battlomi1_p mm to en "air bccbor., 
has been ebrupt: 

I understand tba:t atter the naval Affllira Com:21 ttoo cdjournod 
on February 28, • ~low mis angered by the Co:imi. ttoe not lottiI?g llitl 
taotU~ before 1t asain end mde the public otatecent "lot•o oink 
the Navy" - or words to tho t e:ttect - nnd then lo. tar gavo out n 
oto.ter.ent tba t he was g,1ng to call various a111tury and no.Vtll attaches 
in f/aob1ngton together and give out hio "ooorc,t.r: - or "t.orda to that 
ettect. 

It occurs to co thnt in lookinc into Bo.rlo-.,r• a aotivi tieo and 
fj.nd1ngsout \vhethor or not his inventions 1n the paot t:lvo bcon ot 
valuo. it might be 1ntoi-ooting to tho Cccittoe to knCT.7 rroc. \'7hat 
o6urce ho d~r1Tos hio income. 

I hnvo no poroonol. tcolingo o.gt?.inat &.rlo':'1, ovon thouah ho 
haa publicly aom:iiled co r.any timee. Aa for co I can ooo ovcry­
tii:le. he has coooilcd ICS he hao cede votes for i:a. 

, I turnioh this 1.nf'ormtion 'tor uso ot ~ubcomoittce or tho 
House ?la-val. MtairtJ Ooi:::::l! ttce because 1 t -may be holpful to oaid 
~uboomittoo in doto~ini?JB the orodulity ot Barl-ow ao a mtnQca. 

Roopecttully oubcittod, 
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IE1 j,,,,,<l:; ~-kt, THE 

l GIFT OF WA DEVICE TO SOVIET S 
TO ASSURE PEACE ANNOUNCED 

) U. S. lnventor Returns~ Claiming Discovery N 

- of Means to Render All Arms Futile. l ., 

Charg'es U.S. Refused Offer. 
C 
ye 

B, the Associated Press. I than from Russia, but declared the I ~ 
NEW Y_qRK, Au~f; 26.-Les~r P. 1 Government here refused his offer with tr 

Barl::.w, m11Il:3ry engmecr and inventor, its stipulated condition that a. stand &. 
of tSamford._ Conn., ann~unce~ yestcr-i tor absolute disarmament should ac- ti 

:d day he had given the Soviet goliCrJ?IllC~t company it. e: 
::,, the secr~ts of a war device so terrible it I He has written to Washington re-
;c makes _a_.l armam_ents futile. pcating his offer, but again with a de- tl 
1e A mil1~nt 1>3:~t. the engineer said mand for e:."J)lanatlon why the United 
JS he explamed his mventlon to Russian states delegates at" Gene\'a havl' not P 
re technicians because the Soviet govel'Jl- proposed complete universal di5arma- ~ 
xt ment was the c:nly one of the ma3or ment. S 

powers to take a !'t;md for complete 
·r- disarmament. He returned from Mos-
1d cc,'w a few days ago. 
at He went there, he said, as guest of 
,·e the Soviet government, with the under­
to standing that Rus.;la. would use the 

Russia 1s shipping more heavy oil and r, 
gasoline anq less lubricating oil and n 
kerosene than a year ago. 

y. knowledge he t:ok them as a. "big stick" J 
at the Disarmament Conference in i ! ~4 Geneva to emphasize the !utility of all • ! 

:h present armament programs. 1 

Have 1,000· :l\liles Range. i 
But the Geneva Conference ad- 1 ,; 

journed while he was .stm in Moscow, i ,, 
lg e:.-plaining to a. corps of 20 government , .1, 1i technicians how high explosives, phos-
~d phorous fire and Lewisite gas could be 
,- dropped on a. city from a secret base 

1 ,d 1,000 miles distant. 1 , 
:- ••.Much to my surprise," he said, "the 1/ 1 
r Russian goverl!llllent representatives , 1 

then urged me to return here and re- I ! 
j~ port in full to tlie United States all the 1 
as negotiations. ~ 
,e '"Becanse they are very eager to win l ,1 
:e rerogn!tion for Soviet Russia, they said 1 ,, 

,! they preferred to avo!d embarrassment I J 
t o! h:.wing sole knowledge of the plan I I 
' v.ith several months• 'l1ead start• over I 
t thl'I roimtry.'; 1' 
' Barlow a..cserted he asks no money 
r for his invention, which he fiald would j' 

cost a'oout $6,000,000,000 to put in op- •• 
d i.-ratlon, would require a. year to pre- I 

pare here and about 18 motnt
1
hs in , 

e Rus.~Ia. He has an ,lndependen ncome I 
from patents, he said. 

1

,

1

: 

.. Jnvenilon Refused Here. 
•- He would "one hundred times prefer," j 
t'> he said, to have the invention go to the , 1 
A Geneva Conference from this country ,: : 
n ! I ~ --
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4 South Street, 
Stamford, Conn. 

February 12, 1938 

President of the United States. 
President of the Senate of the United States. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 
Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee of the Senate. 
Chairman of the Military .Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives. 
Chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee of the Senate. 
Cnairman of the Naval .Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives. 
Members of the Congress. 
Editors of the American Press. 

Honorable Strs: 

The United States Court of Claims on June 7, 1937, furnished me with 
the credentials that I offer here as an evidence exhibit of my qualification to make 
the true statements to follow. 

On the above date, the United States Court of Claims rendered a 
decision against the United States Government and in my favor. That decision says 
that the Government of the United States owes me more than $600,000. on a contract 
between the Government and myself which was signed by the Chief of Ordnance of the 
Army on August 3, 1917. That contract gave the Government the rights to make and 
use aerial bombs of the Barlow patented type. The Court has held the contract and 
the seven Bcirlow patents relating thereto valid, but unless Congress intervenes to 
force the Government officials to respect those patents and the contract, I will 
never be paid as the Government's contract promise of 1917 led me to expect. 

The citizens of the nation are now conscious of the intense drive on 
th~ Congress to aut4orize nearly $1,000,000,000. for the increase of our national 
defense organizations, and the greater part of the money is to be expended for 
additional super naval units. Whether'the increase in the national defense program 
as called for is necessary is not the point in this letter. :But this writer 
beJ.ie;ves that the, Congress should be informed !!Q!! that a new kind of aerial attack 
upon all naval craft is now possible,. and that naval tactics will be greatly changed 
in order to,meet this new form of aerial warfare. 

This writer contends thatJall nava~ craft may be effectively attacked 
from altitudes of fifteen thousand feet or more by the use of aerial mines launched 
from aerial bombers of the Martin type. These aerial mines are very nru.ch of a 
departure from the present types of aerial bombs, and because of their design, a 
high percentage of destructive hits are assured. I believe that with an adequate 
air force, and with ample aerial mines available to the military forces of the 
United States, enemy naval craft could not successfully invade, for attack maneuver, 
the 500 mile limits from our coast lines. 

Due to the prevailing hazards of contract relations with the national 
defense departments, this new military device cannot be presented for the consider­
ation of our Government through either the War or Navy Department, but if the 
Congress and the President will respect my patents and my contract with the 
Government for the use by the _Government of my patents during the World War, now 
that the United States Court of Claims has held both the contract and the patents 
valid, I will assign to the United States Government all patent rights on this new 
military 4evice to which I may be entitled, and no financial consideration will be 
required by me for such assignment. This is my way of attempting to bring the 
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citizens of the nation to realize that tne real planning for our national defense 
must come, after all, from the civilian experts of the nation, and that the con­
fidence of those experts must be respected by all Government officials who are 
sincerely interested in the safety of .America. 

Many of America's finest civilian technical men have become the 
victims of the contract red tape of the Government. especially in connection with 
the national defense departments. The present lack of confidence of civilian 
experts in contracts with the Government pertaining to military device patents may 
lead to a serious breakdown of the ·national defense. The Congress and the citizens 
will be given a real jolt if the facts on this point are revealed. The situation 
here referred to is a real danger to the nation, and should pe looked into by the 
Congress at once. 

If the Congress will accept my offer, I will construct at my ow~ 
expense a proper number of the new aerial mines, and I will direct a regular 
military demonstration of the aerial mines in an attack on naval targets placed on 
waters where the demonstration may be made with safety to shipping and persons. 
It should be understood that the aerial mines will be dangerous to· unprotected 
persons within a radius of two miles or more from the point of action. 

I respectfully request that the Congress establish a committee of 
two nationally known civilian military experts and one United States Senator, and 
that the following men be selected: The Honorable Lynn J. Frazier, of the United 
States Senate; Mr. Glenn L. Martin, President of the Glenn L. Martin Company, 
builders of the famous Martin ~erial bombers; and Colonel E. J~ w. Ragsdale 
(retired), formerly Chief of Aerial Bomb Design Section, United States Army Ordnance 
Division, and designer and director of construction of the famous Zephyr streamlined 
trains. I request that if the Congress establish such committee, the members be 
instructed to make no report, and release no character detail of the aerial mine 
designs, and that their report to Congress be limited to the probable military value 
of the aerial mine. 

When the committee has made its report I will, if the Congress 
desires it, go ahead with the construction and demonstration of the aerial mines 
for the benefit and information of the members of Congress. 

I will be in Washington February 15, 16, and 17, and if any member 
of Congress wishes to reach me, I will be at Senator Lynn J. Frazier's office. 

Respectfully, 

Lester P. Barlow 

P. s.~ The Editors of the Press can be assured that if the Congress will accept 
my offer,. I will make good as I always have. 

L. P. B. 

J 
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Officials Jittery 
Over. What to Do 
About Bridges 

Pershing 
Holds on 
to Gains 

n, UnlLed Prt!JI 

Tl:CSON, Ariz., March 3-
ny TIIO;\IAS L. STOims Gen. John J. Pershing gained 

A bundl<' of political dynai11ite, in the wiry person , str':ngth today in his fight 
of Harry Bridges Pacific Coast C I O Ieadel' has I ag~mst a d~maged heart all;d . . , . • . • • . .! pmsoned kidneys, and his 
]anded kerplunk m the Capital and 1s causmg Jitters friends talked cheerfully of con­
in several quarters. valescence and ultimate recov-

The Labor Department is expected to decide soon eii~gt. Crawford C. Shaeffer, !or 17 
whether to order a deportation hearing as recom- years Pershlng'.s personal aide, said the 77-year-old General had "got his 
mended some weeks ago bv Raphael P. Bonham in old spirits back." • 

h 
. • . . ' Phy.slclans and nurses guarded 

c arge of the Seattle office of the Im1mgrat10n Service. agaJnst a relapse, similar to two 
The case revolves about____ -· which Pershing survived In the last 

1 , , ti t B ·a I\~" week. A 24-hour watch was kept in 
C lal !!i,C:; la l'I ges, an Aus- ~gner Labor Act !or the protection the brown stucco cottage in which 
tralnm, is a member of the 

I 
or employrrs. He voted agalmt JY.l~-, the hardened soldier made his stand 

C'.omruunist Party and there-' sage of this act In 1935. Whether t agaln::t death and pr. Roland Davi­
.r . d . bl 'd Vandenberg r.as got. hold or a good I son, his personal phy.slclan remained 
.1.0~ <' eporta e. Bn ~es has • 1.;;; ue natumally rrmalns to be seen. within calling distance. ' 
said rep<'atedly that he JS not al Ir the Labor Dcparerr.ent decides Davison warned that continued 
member. to act IL will !&sue a deportation war- progress In the General's condition 

For months he has been a rant, wherl'upon the whole care will • could not be expected, that there 
l.mrning j.;,ue along the Pac·f· be tl,ro·.vn oJ)(!n to hcarm~ at San wc;uld be !luctuat!or.s that should not, 

, ' •• . 1 IC : Franci.sco with both sides represented. hov;ever, cam;c undue alarm. 
C'.oa:;t because of his labor ac-1 After the hearmgs the department "While kidney function has been 
tivilies, \Yhich have culminated would dccldl' Whl'lhcr to order de- re-e'.ltablished," the doctor said, "it 
in a fi<•rce war with the A ~portaf,ou Bridges then eoll)d c~rry has !lot yet bee~ demonstrated if 

f L I 
•d ·) . • ~ the case to court. function of the kidneys can be in-

o • f on t 1e coast by Dm·e j ------- ci ased to a. le\·el suf!iclent to clear 
Beck of Seattle. His name • s • b and tl:;sues or the poisonous 
ana~hema to shipping men a d l Martin Plans Test s bst~~ccs Which had accum1)lated in 
b~smes~men generally and o i · ;:~hing's flster. May, and his son, 
tl1e A •. J:. of 1:-· All these grou s f 'A ; I M" , anc1s Warren, remained near the 
have Jomed m the attempt O ,, 0 e1 Ia Ines 1Ck room, but his nephew, Frank 
run him out of ·the country ershlng, returned to his home in 

n1 Un:!td Pms aim Springs, C:i.li!., confident that 
CALLS PnESS CO?l."FERENCE BALTIMORE, March 43- Glen L. e would recover. 

The C. I. O. leader set hlmsel! p . Martin, des.gner or the great com- Meantime, Maj. Gen, Herbert J. 
Jn a hotel hen and ~!fed a p1 ;;s merclal clipper flying boats, yester- _recs, Ft. Sam Houston, sent here to 
conference today to di:;cuss the e- day agreed to test the "aerial mines" ect funeral arrangements, and 
!usal of_ the Senate Commerce c - 1 which Inver.tor Lester P. Barlow feut. Col. Shelly U, Marietta, Army 
mitt..~ to give him a hearing u ti1 claims can be used to devastate areas octor also ot Ft. Sam Houston, called 
the Labor Department has. dccl ed ! up to 100 Equare mile$. a consultant, returned to their 
what it wm do. I Barlow, testifying before the House eadquarters. Three railroad cars 

The committee, which rcce tly Naval Affairs committee, said his at had been held here nearly e. 
heard Br1d,;rs' !ors criticize his la r j' aerial bombs-as yet untested-also eek to be used as a funeral train 
fo.:drnJup, avoided the i,;sue ne Uy could be used to blanket cities with ere released. 
by Callins back upon Labor Secre ry deadly gas in time o! war, -------
Pnkms' statement before it a mo th Martin told the committee this res(men to Speak 
abo. week that he believed Barlow's in-

A~.ked at that lime for con!iden !al vention was worthy of investigation. 
clci:arlment 'files on- Bridges, she b- He did not specify where the tests 
j< cted to having them made pu lie WOUld be made except to say they will 
c;;1 the cround that this might in r- be carried out somewhere along the 
1ere wl!h whatever nction the La r Atlantic seaboard. He indicated they 
D,.p;.rtment drclded to take. Sub e- would be conducted over land, rather 
qumtly the !lies were submitted n than over water. 
n ronf1d!•ntlal basis and examined by ---:=:::===:;;;;-
Cha,rman Col)('land CD., N. Y.) ~,,~d~n--- p-
Sr·n Vandcnbrrg IR., Mich.). ep. arsons Faces 

FEAR :'olAnT:fR POSSIBILITIE 

On the ground that the la r T ff• c t T d -
lradrr's appearance might bring a t ra IC our O ay 
n ch1>cuS-'>ir,n or the Labor Depart­
ment Investigation the committee de­
clined to hear him until after the 
department's action, tho some sena­
tors outside the committee thought 
he should be given a chance to an-
1,·wcr the charges made before the 
commltlce. 

The Brldgrs affair has numerous 
political ramifications. The Admln­
jslratlon has handled it cautiously 
thus far. It recognizes that deporta­
tion mi,.ht make a. ••martyr" of 
Brldgrs ;nd Umt political retallatloh 
-1! nothing more disturbing-might 
follow. 

VANDENBERG IS LEADER 
Sen. Vandenbrrg, the outstanding 

ai,plrnnt for the 1940 presidential 
nomination, has chosen to lead the 
anti-Bridges movement. He has par­
ticipated prominently in Senate on 
the labor issue, beginning with de-

Rep. Claude V. Parsons (D., DI.) 
will face Judge Hobart Newman in 
District Traffic Court today, charged 
with leaving the scene o! an acci­
dent. 

On trial with Parsons Is Albert B. 
Nesbitt, Cleveland attorney, charged 
with failing to give proper signal. 
Nesbitt was drlving the car involved 
in a collision with Parson's .auto on 
Feb. 19. 

Claiming that Parsons failed to 
stop long enough to give his name, 
Nes.bitt and his sister, Mrs. Margaret 
Ellis, pursued Parsons thru Rock 
Creek Park. Failing to catch him, 
they brought a complaint against 
him, 

A. K. Shipe, Parsons' attorney, said 
today he doubted if Parsons would 
demand a jury trial. Nesbitt ls rep­
resented by Atty. Alvin Newmyer. 

Lee Pressman, chief counsel !or t11e 
. I. 0., will speak on "Labor on the 
conomic Front" at the Federal 
orkers School, 53? 17th-st nw, at 

:30 tonight. 

AOVERTISEMENT 

_ oo Weary From 
Work To Play 

S me people are always worn out. 
T eir work is a strain. They seem 
always too tired to play. 

They miss much happiness .. And 
often needlessly. For frequently it is 
constipation that is sapping away 
strength. Early fatigue, mental dull­
ness, sleeplessness, can all be the re. 
suits of constipation. 

So keep regular. And to assist Na .. 
ture, use Dr. Edwards' Olive Tablets! 
For, in addition to definite, gentle re. 
lief, they give mild stimulation to the 
flow of bile from the liver without the 
discomfort of drastic, .irritating drugs, 
That's why millions use this laxative 
every year. Get Olive Tablets at your 
druggist. Only 15¢, 30t and 60f, 

• •Your liver secretes from 20 to 30 ounc~ of 
bile •rer11 dau to aid in the digeation of lat.a and 
atimulate mll!lcular action of the lnteatinal 
system, Dr. Edward•' Olin Tablets, besides 
helpinit keep you regular, contain an lngre-
8lent which definitely ass~ts in the secretion 
of bile. That is one ol the reuona why Olive 
Tablet.a have unaurpasaed eaectiveness. 

the auto plants in his state. He also nunciation of the sitdown strikes in ----. ---.:::::::::::::::~------=-~-P·-.. -
1111
- !!-'1-rtJ. -... -'!"'--, 

lms proposed amendments to the 

First 
Trust 

Loans 
For Purchasing a Home or 

RE-FINANCL~G 
EXPIRING TRUSTS 

NO COi\11\IISSION CHARGE 
NO RENEWALS REQTJIRED 

Term• ArrancecS on 
£111 &1onU1l1 PumentJ 

M[MD[q, f>VILOING 8, LOAN ' 
A\)OCIA.'flON COUNCIL 10..C. 

. XUI0-8AL 
Pernzccne:nt 
BUILDING A$S0CIATION 

~~~-5~:!~'i~: ✓ 
949 .NINTH STRE-f:T,.Nm 

-FREE HOSE· WITH E.VERY ·PURCHASE OF SH 

FOR MEN 
JARMEN: 

FOR WOMEN FOR CHILDREN 
Natural Bridge Shoes Children's Shoes 

$5 and $6 $1.59 and Up 
Friendly $5 Fh•e . . . . .. .. .. . . Ladies Novelty Shoes We have a large stock 

of sturdy, well built 
shoes for children. Fit 
your child's feet for 
the coming summer 
mouths at this low 

Fortune .... ; .... $4 w!!;~~ :n~d i:!es 

Winfield , ........ $3 
2 pairs of Men's 
Hose With Each 

Purchas~ 

Sport Oxfords 

$2 and Up 
A Pair of Sheer Silk price • 
Chiffon Hose FREE A Pair of Hose With 
With Each Purchase, Each Purchase 

1rllnce OOanlli.~no~ 

TIIEIEIID IEIID 
lv.1J®TIIEU 
A maker noted for fine ·quality clothes 
" .. he needed CASH . . . ( right up our 
alley) ... we bought him out at average 
Half Price . . . The savings are yours! 

IBIEILIL 
IIDuny£3 41®® 
:ffinnce 'lr®IJ.D<e®&irtt~f cmnnail 

111ade io §ell i@J.41 f32!D 
to· ~35 ... They go o:oo 
§al~ to1Do1·:1•ow at .. . 

~([I) 

Choice Oxford Greys, Blue Serges, 
Stripes, Hard-Finish Worsteds, Wor­
steds and Worsted Mixtures. Year­
round weights and sizes. More value 
than you've ever seen for the money. Be 
quick for best choice! 

f 
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25 DEAD AS FLOOD SWEEPS LOS ANGELES 
SENHE Bill KidnapGang STORM HAlTS Four Perish in Collapse Britain to Spend 

1,716 Million For 
Defense This Year 

Huge Boost in 7-Billion~ 
Defense Program to I 
Give England 12,000 

Fighting Planes 

TO GIVE □. G. Seen Ready IAIRUNER HUNT; Of Bridge; 5,000 Homeless; 

0,,;,;~! $4~~!~~~ !e~!r!e!!!n, \A,~y ~.~~~~~P,~~~~ 1 Hollywood Stars Marooned 
Subcommittee Budget Plan;I Child Revealed Ground Parties Turn Back f.,eaders~ Rt»port to PrPsident: MorganAsks 

TVA Probe 
Two Underpasses Banned 

I 
By Editor From Search in Sierras 

R)· THOMAS E. STE\'E!'1S FRF:SNO. CRlif., March /''V AGE BILL DOOMED 
NEW ROCHELLE. N. Y., Marrh I rl rl · 
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LONDON, March 2 <U.P.) .I Chainnan Says 250.000 will \)(' rC'portrd today to by 11uthoritil'S tonight _Rrtrr it wasi hunt for tllf' missinll" TWA Sky-

City Faced By Major 
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Damage Put at 
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I,()<; ANGELES. Calif. March t d • dlsclosrd thRt. thr ,k1dnRpNI 12·: - • • 1supporters G • e Up H p Great Britain tonigh announce I the senate Appropriatrnns Com· ·t ·t·r 

1
11mrr that di.s11pprRred with nmr. IV O C 
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peacetime history, 11mounting to . . I · · h' , Sr1•rrnl hundrrd nound .srRrch-. D A f 7'11 • s • ,rains. "hirh latr tonll!ht. had 
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i:;reater than the outlay for war1 The bill, it \\RS karnrd. v.111,abductors. 

1
11n1rnl11r formntlon o,·rr R wide· 
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.. ·,,1, 1 . ) . _' . . wRlk. Conn., &ntmr. Rn ay 1 . t . 1 . • - • , ~ - , :nn ai hnrr:c'r-' nr maroonrd in floodrd 
-was launched, . . ,last night issued II scorching blast bill is 11n 11pproprlation for c-on- .· tr told Nrw Ro-'_ci:nshcrl lair 11st. nl~ht. onu:it,tl,is srs,inn nf ('nn«rrss. ,\dlllil':,1rnlin11 Jr;i,l,,r, lia,·r frr,,\\'n 1nra.s. anrl 11ddit:rma, thousands 

The 1938 defense E'stlmates w11l·at his two RSsociotrs on the board . , ,Rndg!'s, n•por r' . . . ! rrportrd thr\' harl nnt found !hr . ~ , , _ 
tly in r a.< the 7500-mill;on-' - . . ,structlon or undrrpassr. at Du- rhrlle pohrr thr, m1i;sm11 ch1ld·planc or Rn\' ind1cRtion of v.·rPCk-1111' thr,r hnnds and tnlr! I rr,1rlr11t honsr,,•lt n,·1,,,11 "' 11,i, ,c.,. wrrr rnrlar.~rrrct ~, ram-,,:eakened 

i;;rea C e se • • and demandcd I\ rongrcss1onal In· • I b t rl I Fair . • I ctarr.s tlc:-ratcnrd tn co!lap.,e. 
dollar figure which the govern ; vestigation into all phases of the) pont and Thomas C1rclrs. "\\•ould surcl.1• I' rr ,irnr R .• : : R~c-. sion Is hnprlrss. • 
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" Perish on Bridge 
1agency " 1c 1 e ca s. em& a ance I car rne I e rulr, p"rrparrrl tn tnkr ur tn• 

the army, navy, air force and bUP.i Morgan's statcmrnt followed a' . "Definite Promise" 1 party mu 5 l i:o :ntn _th e 1~38 elrt'.- rln11 /hr rr1•isrd tnx h1!/ 11 '"r>, In nrecb,· Lnn.:- Brach. many 
Plementary forces to the peak of;d . 1 Tu d by sr, ciall The group placed back in the 1 ThreP Armv planrs from Ham•,llon~ without hnl'lnit k_·rpt It~ 11,;. 11·av, and ,\frnn, en,.,. 

C'Cl~ on es ay a f' i • t I ThPV wrre 1111rstionrd at pollcc' • Id l - miflrr dumprrl '" ,r., lnr tn- srrrta,nc• watrh:nc ra;,-in,: water& 
their strength by 1941. tl':rre-man comm!~slon reJrcting ai measure the item for construe Ion • , itted ,Jton Flrld Rnd ~rvrral pnvatr Pe I!:(', to rnac, .' 11s maJor lllC-Cr trrdnu. Tl:r n,/1 rrtn,ns a nf thr Lo, An::rlrs R11·Pr. wrre 

' f Scnator Oeor!(e L. Berry!ofthe!'{-nnsylvan1a A1·em1e B1ld,:e htadquartc-rs and thrn perm plane,s llkrll'lSI' rcturnrrl from thP of NPw DC'al lr,:islatwn. , mod1j,rr1 tar o<1 ,,.,,i,,r.,>,. "'-rpt nu'. tn sra wlwn II bnd~e 
Answer to War Threat clam O . . , to i::o. arra with R "no trace" rrport. I , . I utrrl prnlifs nnd prnnlt1rs r,,, 

. . and the latter s assocJRtes for $5,-, across Anacostia Rinr, Rnd :tlso j Althouith rrfusmi:: tn 1111 r nrws- I Rrscur rxprdltlon IC'Rdrrs to I Ron,.Cl'Clf Pf en f ul ,Ir cln.srlu h r I d cnrpnrat,nns. n•, r, 1·1' stream cnllapsPd. Four 
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Fuehrer Adolf Hitler 'Of Oerrrf ny. dirtctly on the conflict which h 115

1
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: tended with 11n attitude of con- ance thos<' strickrn from the bill. i It was \\Titten on t hr back of I report rd ""·e hrnrd II plane p11,ss Oki h L N" II s • d 
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1939 To Be Peak Year Government." to be v.·rapprd in a bundle Rhd /p111nn v,•n remrmberrd that. after • • 
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mcludmit prrttr :lladelpinl' Carroll, 
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•: comm, ::'.;'te, 
The situation was deplored by tion, offered. b.Y Represrntntiye Christianity." Aside from Britain, '"Die Glenn L. Martin Com- "Th<' unwill!ngn<'ss to sprncl 'those in, tl1e firlrl of finance wrrr. Arthur P. Lamnrrk. of Ohio. new cap1cal gam: s • • in-

frie.nds of the bill. but seasoned ~ank c. Kmfrm \0.l, of OhlO, "forced to enter _into some ar- pnny at ti ti LP and tho frar to invest ls a \'rry I suprrfluo\1'. Glass i:avP Mr. I Drmo<'rat ic mrmbrrs of the Ways Under thr.,c p,opo. 
rd 

rat_es, 
veterans of legislative battles and w.ould have establlshrd nava.1 !ron• rangements with dictators to pro- P B~rlow 1rws:tge~I o~1 .o! ~trr wldrsprract phenomenon held bv. Roose\'C'lt a copy of the bill Tues- I' and Means Commit tee, !llrd a div1dual incomP tax r,ates v. ill :3'P-
w!se in the ways of Con!(ress. ad- t1ern In Atlantic and Pacific and t!'ct herself from destruction," he1r.i· B· ·I., .1 t~o ndo1atc v.itl1,h~ndreds of thou.sands of ind,vid·idnv. <rparatt> report flanng the pro-·p1y t.o "ap1tal gams L propert:, 15 
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·tted themselves helple°'s They forbid use of the fleet 1x-,_·ond said. therr 1s only America to'
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1.,.. 1m f1e cvedloipment[uals, rather than bring n rrsult of Its major provisions as sum•lixised sJV'cial pPnnll·v tax on fam• sold witi1m onP yrn of acquflsit• = . Ch • t· It .,, a \1 ans or coor natin11:. thP fea. 1 1 r I • • • • • • • • • ti Tl i • s desi~ned to a! ec · · those borders except in war The prrsc1 ve ns rnn Y, I i-i· ~ bo b d t I r 1 s or ma rvo rncr o a small ma1v1'<i hv Glass arr as fol:ows • I ily ancl cloS<"lY held corporations. on. 1 
< "a. • 

pointed out that Congress bv itself • . : . "If Amrrica "he warnrd ,.1 .• to. t"l g,B-arlm ar mr
1
n . a rcra t with financial !!roup.·• I It Jmihibits 0 ~;,~mzn l!~n of n~V:, • , stock market speculators. 

never actively engaged in the otht'r by . Representative W1Jliam • • ., I 1e ow arna mme " (' ll r, 'f • • R '/[ I d 1 1 tax h f 
1 

H. Sutphm 1D. l, of New Jersey do nothing in this war-crnzrd "Th<' pmposa o( thl~ action Is Ca •r I Fl N d d b.nnk•lioldmg compRnlrs anrt !or • (' er t. n lClZl'S I Present lnctin UR ncome • 
searc for re orm, t1at it must would have ordered all naval ves'. world except to sit Idly by without to expedite preparation or a . pr a ow ee c bids rxist!n.: compRnl<'s to arquir<' ------------ ratrs on capital ~ams held o,e.r 
always be prodded, anil that v.ith- sels withdrawn immediate! f · preparation for defensC', I point: ordlnatt'd studv for prcsentatic~ ''Prompt rerm· . " H t d 1acldlt1ona1 bank.s or rstnbllsh nddi· Ano•nPr [)('mO<'rat. ReprrsentR·, one year, howevPr, would .be mo,d1-
fe~\s1~fi~np~~-~~fs 1a;:!o_r, labor China. Y iom them to the fate or China and to the Na\'Y Drpar.tmrnt and g .clared "deprndserL ous o·nl ~ tionnl branchrs; ltlvr Emanurl Crl!Pr, of N.rw Ynrk •• flerl b\· prondmg effectl\s ra.es 

Ethiopia." lcial subcommlttre of the N:v:i publie° rrstricti~n~~~~ !~~;17,~:. ~fll . ,ssurd a statem~:11 ctrclar!ng .?u~l:lfr~~ 16 to 30 P<'~ crntr'hC' comm!t-
~:,e:uJ;~~k:r ~~~a~~1!Oa~ ;';!;; il-[ ore JJ/ en for Nai•y Logan call.~d Ar_nrr!can unprf', Affairs Committee appointed to I prim le cnpitnl, and II rr,·irnl of I Loanir Forbidden I nPss woulcl be ct,sappomted b\ tp/:h;\ \~~ ~f,~ng~r, proposed. if 
relations act, explained that there paredness a doctune of commu• !'xamlne the mine and !ts applica-· thr Amenran spirit of rn!Prpri<P "I It forbids hanks within holding 

I 
he new bill. 1 the! adopted will hr of benefit to the 

was no point to ren.ewing the fight There were Administration nism." tion to th<' nation,.! defrnsr. Testimony of the two inclusl;.1~1- 'company s)·stcm~ from ma kin~ I Tcll,·<'t r.b.P\\t' clm<'asf111t·~ tra"xpraons cor• ! p11b11·~ lnterestrct in making Joni::-
- rumors of an immediate Increase i ts v. J 1· • un 1' rt 

II e pro 1 ·' ' t in the Senate, which has already . . 1/ • •t R f F 'l d T , E -- '· ·as n 11w "Ith c1 it1cism o! 110,rns to. o, p11rcilasmg thr stock . • . • 1 • th sr 000 , inm inve.stments. and will perm1 
passed a bill and sent it to the 1

1
n nhaval persfonnel, !ollowmg a !ir 1nor1 !I <'POT l e ests rn ast • thr Roosrvrlt administrntion, Turs- .of. ,,a,·11 oilier. or making any po~,itirm.s bPa1rnmt ~ "
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out in con!erence na,igatlon. while \\as led by Representat!vrs 1 . 1~ sted in full scalf'. Mr.I Flanders said up to a yrnr ai:o,ttwm o[f tllr,r books witlun three,<lf'C'reasr<i to 16 ppr cPnt b\ u G K 

- • The Logan speech was one or ,Maury Maverick (0.l, of Texas; 1Ba.rlo\\. Rnd _annampnt experts r('('J, he belirved mclustry nnd Gnn-rn • n-nrs: dlSt nbut,on of cllvtd<'ndS, n
nd cuts overnor eeps 

McReynolds' Stand the most dramatic m recent Sen-IC- Arthur Anderson I D.l, of Mis-[m? ad,ke will assist them in prop-[ mrnt. W<'rr rrsponsiblc rqi,ally for • All bank . hnlcling companies ,i ates on capHal i;:ams. 
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B t R t t· S man, Lo!(an told his colleagues of Minnesota. In their minority I ie r:;imr!'mcnts or modern air- "I have now comr to the con- ·t 1 1 . 1 1 , ti and ml! unctistributrd profits tax on • 
u epresen a ive am D. Mc- he took his political life in his report, they saict: I craft. rlusion that· the full mrasur of t 1 
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!le! that po'l<'er of Ii e an ea 
.a,ance, to pass a wa!(e-hour b1lll "I would mu h ! th 1 ?es. a es a so U"" ~ no tic seaboard, anct 1wrr Janel rathr:r • "'i'. nrt 1' pioh bitr an ttre " _ Cap1lal GalllR RaieR ove1,..condems,rd criminals should 
this session. 'I11ey believe a reso-

1 
ld beef pre er at my1prof1ts out of war. It equalizes I than wat.-r. His plant Is to work 1 Profits Tax Repeal !•·ral Dt'pnsit Tn•!lrnnrr C-orpnrn ' br hrld onlv bY the iro,·ernor. 

1:itlon setting up a Senate-House' rms s : 0 U . mmd amo?g the I burdens of war m no manner out the technical apparatus for . I t,nn may drnv Insurance to any. A.ssrrli that "thnr i.s no The sena.tr defra!Pd a resolu-
commlttee to study the whole prob- s~~~ct"'~~i:~g]l~ ~1i/~!er~mg the whatsover. It does. l~0t promote re!C'asini:: ancl aiming the mines . Hou,!on. \\'~t_h Flnlld('rS r.orrob• bank nolat,ng th" act. I just ifirat~n !or a lower tax on a tlon proposing .a constitutional 
lem would pass-nothing more I g a I nal hfe peace. But the po"eis It surren· from on<' of his huge bombinl( matmg, attnck<d ll1r u nd1st ••butect • • • I ('(' 1a1or in thl' stock markrt amendment aimed at creation of 

._ Ironically, labor, by its !acti;nal .~:~i t~f lo t~~;shrotid ~c~:~:ed ders to the Executive arc unlim- ships and thrn give them !UII· corpornt<> pro.ft! s tnx ni_id • .. ~Rll<'d Correct Def ,c,enc1e11 I ;ha111\I ~n 11ll indi,·ld.ual rf'<'f'iving a board of several men to pass 
<1U_n1;el, rumi; its chances of ob- [to t~e dictates P of their c~J 1~t ~normous/nd sei up a ~ic- scale tests. • for \1'/~P<'11l 1
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'.~ Glas., said his bill would "ror· a Jikr inrome frnm s11lary or bus!-• on clrmrncy pleas. 
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eg1sa10na a 1mew enthepre- Th Knt kl 'd A • • FHA D I d · · • '· b·1k T a·t of 1933 He ex·I ' viously hostile Suprem C ·t . e e UC an SRI mer1ca astating, and wholly unprece- e aye Exchangr act or 1934, and ctr- ,I 
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rendering decision art!r doe~\si is was menaced by Japan, a pagan dented in American history." mnnd<'<! abandonnwnt of thP com- Pl:_,,!iirct: . cl .• 
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in sweeping approval of e on ------- mission's "rrprrs.,iv<" rrgulnt1on··: . fhe holdmi:: company . t'\Jce u.S 
1 bo la N w Deal BA I □ G ES □ ENI ED HO u ~ E PA~ s ES Petition.~ Poztr 1•n prl'Srnt enforcenwnt of the social 111 thr banking f1rld permits ac· , \ wardrobe a Sr t ws. W Secuiity act and asked tint it rompltshmrnt. by indirect ton of \, • I • /, 
thaf~o~day's~erre!o!ntrd outl For lJfortgages hr put on R ;,pny.a.s'.you,:o b;sis"; somrthinr. \\hich,.1-s not ctirectlY. 'i\ I 'f?"" j d 

isi i th G ~ e Court dr-' t11r projectrd wage-hom Jrg1sla- p<'rm1ttrd by I.aw. y -, () rn arOUn a 
cb on

1 
tnl e tlrey ound Bus case tion, and uri;'.rcl its rpjrrtinn by Glas., pst1matecl the banks af- \'" c:;,-~nr 8~,-w .,_,.,. \ 

a sp u e Y ou_ aws th~ company Reflecting s!Radily expanding Conl(rrss; the National Labor Re- frrtrd by the bill account for 8.000. \ ••.,. F uu ' 

~~~~ so that 1t can ne, er flounsh VOICE IN PA a BE IC KE s Bu □ GET tu;l~i~f n agctivlt.din1~i!tr~tfo~ er al ]atlons act, R. nd callt'd for Hmrnd- mill1on dollar~ ~f ti1e li0,000 mil-: / / __,__ ~ t! 
• nounced last night it is bring cf:]: mrnts givin,: equal right., to em- !Jons Ill~ banks. r-r V H' 

F;ffect on Ford Case uged with appl!cat!ons for insured p!oyrrs and emp!oyes, and Federnl .-. ,. • • 
mort!(a!(eS on new construction rrht'I act1nt1rs, and ms1strct thPtr I I od o-c Pays First 

; This ruling of the hi!(h court as The Senate Commerce Commit- The $125,086,690 Interior De- projects. \ admm•stration hP turncct over to· _J b • 
~ow fortified with New Deal Jus- tee yesterday voted unanimously partment supply bill for the 1939 Since Prrsid!'nt RO Os e Vt" 1 t. thr States with Governmrnt mak C II Roosevelt ,;--,: \' 
tices Black and Reed. makes cer- signed the amendPd FHA act la.st' mg contributions. a Qfi .._ ~ 1 \. 1 U 
tain the victory of the National to refuse to hear Harry Bridges, fiscal year, with provisions for month, _uncler which the Govern- BJ } S t • Henrv Cabot LoclgP ":~ ~~ 
Lab R l t' B West Coast labor leader, until establishment of a departmental ment Will lnBUre mortgages op to ·1st 11ter1·upts • rn:1 

01 
• • I I ' .,ordor_ ea ions oard over Henry 90 per cent of valuation. app!i~a- ( ' IR>, of I\L1ssnclrnsrtts. madP 111s1 • ·• 

4 after the Labor Department com- publicity agency, was passed by ' ~ 
• The sole iss t b d •ct d • pletes an investigation of demands the Hoiise yesterday and sent to lions !or construrtion of nrarlv N y d \\T k first , !sit to Prrsldrnt Roosevelt 'Y.J' ~ ue o e eci r m for his deportation. 30 million ctollars of large-scal'e 3 VV ar Of I vrstrr,iav. !Ir soucht greatl'r pro ' ''\ ~ 

e case of the NLRB vs. Ford, the Senate. housmg proJects have been re- -' ,· , • • d 1 ,·tj 
now in the Court of Appeals at The committee ruled it would The bill was pass<'d by voice ceived. Hravy smokr rolled through thr trction of his States textile m us· .-..~ 
<;ovington, Ky., is the right of not hear Bridges now for fear of Mortga!!es ·sf'lrct~d for appraisal planinis shop of thr Nnvy Yard I ry Jn the reciprocal trade agrrr- • • • '·· 
Ford to support the Ford Brother- seeming to "interfere with the vote. after the House defratea, in the week Pncled February 26 yesterday whrn a carboy of mtric 'mrn•. brin,:: npgoliatrd with Grrnt • 
liood, organization of its employes. jurisdiction of the department" in 282 to 77. a motion by Represt'nta- numbered 2,775, involving $13,- nctd came m cont.net with a rlran-, . . • f Feel· 
~onday's decision constitutes a the deportation proceedings, The tive John Taber 1R.l, of New 100,250. This compares witb 2 835 Ing fluid. causin!! a minor exp!o- 1 Bnlam and co,
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: The Ford Brotherhood case ls nist, than was appropriated for the 9.!'_~a.s_t_:11_rar. smokr. DRmni:ce was slight. ,rt'gu!alions. -·-- ___ _ 
entirely separate from the Ford- The deportation case arose on current fiscal year and $2.402,575 
trnlted Automobile Workers' liti- the West Coast, with a trial exami- Jess thnn the Administration 
ltatlon, in which the labor board ner of the Department '.ecom- sough t. Amendments increased 
ordered Ford to reinstate union mending proc.eedings be i111tlate~ the amount recommended by the 
members and cease discriminating to deport Bndges. Several affl. House Appropriations Committee 
against the union. Ford's appeal davits were filed with the commit- by $87,960. 
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from this ruling of the board Is tee by former Communists and ,;;;;;;;;;;;;;-----------;;;. 
· fo Federal Court in Cincinnati. police officials, charging Bridges 

Mrs. Norton Forecasts 
Compromise W,age Bill 

held communist membership un­
der the name of Harry Dorgan. 
Dorgan was Bridge's mother's 
maiden name. 1 

Senator Copeland (D.l, of New 
'A national wage-hour bill, un- York chairman of the special 

iler which minimum wages would committee named to Investigate 
be inaugurated on a basis of 30 subversive actlvilt!es in the NavY, 
~ents an hour, wa& forecast y2ster- Coast Guard and Merchant Ma-
• day as a probable compromise by rine announced the Inquiry would 
Representative Mary T. Norton, of get under way next week. He said 
~ew Jersey, chairman of the House the names o! opening witnesses 
Labor Committee. would be announced within a few 

: : The new compromise proposal, days. a modification of the American _:_ ____________ _ 
Federation of Labor wage-hour bill, ~ '71j' 

, calls for a 30-cent minimum wage ltlashinoto1~1rrnlb 
fmd a 40-hour maximum work 
}Veek, but ls based upon gradual 

. attainment of the wage standards 
''in three years. 

\ Enforcement of the law should 
.ne lodged in the Department of 
Labor, thus obviating the necessity 
bf setting up a new bureau. 
· ··"Many members, some of whom 
have previously opposed wage-hour 
legislation, have informed me that 
)mch a proposal would pass," said 
Mrs. Norton. "Personally, I would 
be satisfied with almost any mini­
mum to establish the standard." 
; Representative Ramspeck (D.), 

~~m~fft~~- ;~!~mat~ 
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measure, said that a bill will be 
framed by the subcommittee. 
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t etf.-rNI by Mem'h RfN"btwk in fod1n'• 
• a.raltt. Bt,r 1-fatth Df'mon•tratlon 

• ~If" lnrlmJ,.,_ .,,·rr.l·thlnr you n.-rd to 
, outfit ) eureell from he-ad to foot. 

: C.ld!•l . ~ .. 

Washington's Home· Newspaper 
Puhll~hed Dally "' 131'1 R Ht. N " 

"·ith Sunday t,ume a111 1h11 W■ehln_rton 
Rerald~Tlme.a 

Editorial and Ro•lnr111 ~ PhOn•--

REpnbllo 12::14 
enttretl at th• Poss Offic•. Wtuhl11t1ton 

D. C .• aa Hcond-cla.a• mall matt•,. 
Eleanor Pattenon .••••••. J;dU.or and Publttber 
William C. Shelton .••••••••••. General M1r1acer 
Georn A., D• Wl~ .•. , •......• Mana1ln1 .Editor 

RATES BY CARRIER IN WASHINGTON. D. C. 
AND SUBURBS 

Dan, and 
Dally llun<'1'1y Snnda:, 

One Year ........... $5.20 $!5.20 110.40 
Sis: Month1., ....... 2.f\0 2.60 lli.20 
Threa Monthl! ..•.... 1.so 1.ao 1.60 
One Monlb ... , , • • • . .45 .4, ,90 
On• w~~k .. . . . . . . .10 ,10 .20 

RATJ<;s RY ?tJAfL FOR VIRGINIA, MARY• 
LAND, WEST VIBGTNU 6 NORTH C48OLJNA 

Dan, and 
Dally llunc11, sund11 

On• Ytar ....••... Sfl.00 tfl.00 $12.00 
Rh 1t:onth11 . , . • . . . 8.50 8.M f.00 
ThrH Monthl., ... ,. 1.so 1.80 1 9.50 
One )fonth . . , . . . . . .&O .eo 1,20 

OTffF:fi STATES, CANADA ANl> MEXICO 
Ona Year ...... , . $7.80 17.20 U5.0B 
~1• Month1 , . , ... , • 1.90 ll.fi0 T,60 
Thrf'11 Mnntha . . . . 1.9.'S 1.80 8. Tlli 
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uJM,.. ~ fu<rtJ, 
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POSITIVELY 
OVERCOMES 

THE STIFLED TONES 
IN SHORT STRUNG 

SPINET TYPE PIANOS 

STOP IN TODAY 

SEE IT-PLAY IT­

LISTEN TO IT 
Delights the Mo.,;;t Critical 

PHONE 

Ju•,t North Palai• Royal * 

• EVERY PHASE of REAL EST A TE • 
We are well equipped to serve your every nrPd. 

SALES AND RENTALS 
A number of desirable Northwest homes comprise our sales and rpnt listings. As 
brokers, we act as personal representatives for the prospective buyer. 

LOANS 
Loans on District of Columbia properties may be negotiated through us. at cur­
rent rates. Time or monthly payments arranged, 

INSURANCE 
Let us analyze your specific insurance needs, then recommend and secure the 
necessary and adequate coverage for your property. 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
Our active management department, through painstaking personal attention, 
Insures smart, economical operation. 

Consult Us About Your Real Estate Problems 

* 
JOHN POOLE, Presidrnt 

JOHN W. FISHER, Treasurer NATHAN POOLE, Assistant Treasurer 

LEON TOBRINER, General Counsel 

807 15th STREET N. W. NAtional 8032 * 

.J 



,Al,-FBEQ N, PHILLIPS, JR. 
4TH DIST, CoHNECTICIIT 

~ongress of tbe Wniteb $tates 
J,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Rla~ington, ~- ~-

VINCENT CALLAHAN 

SECRETARY 

'?h1o no\'10 nr't1clo np;,Jonrod in the :.;tll!lford, conn., 
\dvocntc, under dntc of I!ovc:::bcr 4:, 1(135. 
You uill. no..,o it h•.3 rcfer, .. nco t.o the 
.l..:.ol1t1c,~ c.ctivitloo nnd ltoo1rr,t1ons or 

ur. Loot.er .i.:;. D:2.rlor1 of :,trDtord. 

BuH.Lv ,1 , l,Ai.1.! v U..'.,C ... u ~~Ll'., ;1.~ J. ,-J,..i:h)h.. ;! lY 
LO~l1.z l-} ,...,,.-,1.:'.:f. Ji,; .. JJ • 

.:,ays nav. 8:il1th luo no r1e,i1t to 
nnatch la.to .;enr_tor • s Bru1;1er. 

Looter P. Bnrlo\7, cccrod1tod Huey P. Lons or,:anizcr in lien 
£nglc~d, toga:,, Q.rlllounccd ll.1.':lo..:ll:f' uo t.tt::iporn.ry nt•.tional lender 
or tho M:.:ii.u.:.ie Our :10;.J.lt.ll'' 1.1ove.:::rnnt ot· the late Louioinnn senator. 

B~lot; a:t t.nckocl t.ilu "dcun..::;o~:.1-..;;r J" or tue Rev. Guralc1 K. 
b:!11 th, Long i.'\.lly, 1n. e111101.mc1u~ h1:.tool:f' no n c1::ndidnte for the 
prooidoilCY. 

K.,;:;11 th h~o no ri~L.t to a.ttcm1.,-t to lift tho Sh,tU"e-our­
r;c:i,lth b-a,tmcr· frot:1 tho deo.d 11."'.:lldo of' Soik"?tQr Lon3 n.nd I n1ll 
ther .. roro nuk t.1"-0 cit.izons ot thin -district, who t.re o..i1-1.9ortara 
of tile lo.t-e ~cnntor Long to reoo:icond oo to n.1a followers ns 
t~~pornry nnt1onnl lender of tno oovcccnt. !t uill be mJ oole 
duty to dovolo~ ropreount~tivo leuderohip froc tho oany d1o­
tr1ots of the nation t,o t.ilc end that- u nn.t1onal convenLion of' 
tho Sharo-our-•.:onlth cove.::icnt will be .uold for the ~-mrpoce of 
eotablif.lhing ottr l~gnl lendero nnd a pom••r.i.cnt oot of ruloa 
to opcra~o undor. 

ttI ohr,1.ll carry out DY policy of pnot yoaro 111 not being 
n candidate for DJ:lY public o!tico nnu uill give ~ny to the pnrty 
~ho ~oY be oleoted. 1 

Bar-low co.id ho i;ould tlako t,ho tomnl nnnouncct1ent ot 
hiaoolt no tct:1por~y national leader nt n t1ooting of tho modern 
7G1'or.o on tho ~lOt'./ll Hnll oto1,-.~U.Ll~.u,,,,..__.., 

COPY 
of 
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ALFRED N. PHILLIPS, JR. 
4TH 01ST. CoNNECTICUl' 

-~ongress of tbe Wnitcb ~tates 
;!,oust of l\tpresentatibes 

ma~bington, ?B. ct. 

VINCENT CAL.LAHAN 

SE'CRET~RY 

,1.i·,0n Dr·.:.rJ.0,1 i.UO u.~ked if' he lmc~, rrl:J i:,: .ll to tcl:c tho 
place of L011t> ,. u a cnndid..'1.'te tor !·ron1dcnr.. 1n t:h.t 1;.;ort, of 'the 
"~~re-the- let.1th" ilOV• . .)::l•.mt, L.c r 1?lied nu :t'ollo~·,o: 

"Yeo, th::t oau t-:l\C .;)en.,:,;,,,or Lon~• G cloaont coHtic!.r.nt. :1.r, th,, 
u. s. :.oell!•t.c. l'.b.o 0'111 1n t.l...o Eou. Lynn J. Frazier, 11. :.:;. 
!:)en:-\tor :f'roo Horth DrJtotc.. '' 

Ur. B1 "rl0\7 an ia. t,.il:1 t .. onii..:,h L' B ucctlu:3 Ol' tl'.10 ?G 1 ore t:oultl 
bo tho 1-'1.t::t. o;,en-nir uue:t.1.n..; ot '.,,iLr.; GI'Oup t.~1c 01.;ccon. Jr-1-1~.10 F. 
O'Rourko Cllu rt.t.tdol.)h tJc.t.ti :;111 b~ Ot.l1':'r up--q kcra, Ji.C Cl .id. 



ALFRED N. PHILLIPS, JR, 
.CTH 01ST.COHHECT1Cttr 

zon. Carl Vincon 

QCongress of tbe Wniteb $tates 
.,oust of l\epresentatibes ., 

Rlasbington, il\. "· 

· . FebrtWry l 7 • 19:38 

Jlu.:i~n ~ av..:l .i.t'fairo coi::m. ttoo 
!:ouoo ot aeprooontt.. ti voa 
aahington, J. c. 

iJe:ir I r. Vinson: 

VINCENT CALLAHAN 
tUC'RET,'RY 

• In tho event that I cuot bo in Connecticut nttendin~ to 
icport~~t ~c~t1n0a thoro durinc tho noxt fo~ dayo, ond kno~in~ t~ut 
1·r. loo1;or i:. Barlott is to oppcar ·b;forc tho ruv:::l .r:to.ir:-; ·~o~ittuo 
or th'9 ~·ouoo or acpreoentativoo, I m.ah to tile thit, lottor ni th you 
ror· the record. 

J.:r. Bar+ot1 boa been n rooidont of tho city tro'::J. uhich I 
co~e, 5tt;<fttord, ~onnocticut, tor tho lE-Lat to..-i yc:.rs. no io woll 
knotm to allot un thoro. ' 

.~ 'to-;, do.yo u~o 1:.r. Barlo:i co.i::.o to rq ot1'1co -o.nd intir.::.tou 
that ho had oo=e kind of device which ~ould bo of aorvico to tho 
rovy in t-ime ot r,ar 1n connection -with ooriol dofe~i:ie--I belicvo that 
l!r• tarl0':1 c::1110 hio devise an .. aorlol dopth bo=b". i!e inti!!:-itcd 
that t.:.e would liko to diocuoe this botoro tho n:2.val ..t:ro.1ro Co:-=ittoo, 
and tho.tit \10Uld boot crrotor eo:q,~rntivo value to tho do~e~oe of 
our ohoroG thnn bat-tloships. r told r.r. ~low tho.t I \1ould {!ludly 
send hiJ:1 to the r.awl Departcont with a lotter of introduction co 
that hia deTice night ao through the proper s1ft1DG ou.t ehc.nnolo 

, there. I told hin, further, thAt ohould hio dcvico prove ot valuo 
to the point whoro he tho1.23ht it should ~e broul3ht to the attention 
ot the raval Mto.iro CO':::littoo ot the House, I r.ould 3lndly brines it 
before our Oo:n:littee. ne 1nt1cutod that he would not cot o. oquore 
deal in the ra-yy Departr.ont. I told hin tha.t I tould o.scuro hie that 
he would ~ot a square denl-if noceasary sending hitl diroctly to tho 
Asaistant J!3crotary ot the r:avy nhoo. I h!:tve kno~·;n z:sinco wo uood to 
30 ta:tho oru:::o proporatory ochool in Connecticut in our boyhood. 
Gtill J;ir. Barlo-.t inoiotod that ho uould not ~ot a oquoro deal botoro 



ALFRED N. PHILLIPS, JR. 
4TH DIST, CoNNECTlc:tn" 

Congress o~ tbe Wniteb ~tates 
~oust of l\epresentatibes 

Rlasbington, :ill. ~-

Uon. pcrl V1ncon 
l'cc;e a. 

VINCENT ~ALLAHAN 

SCCRCTARY 

.hon ho declinod to ,::o to tho :·o.vy :orur•..cent .ii th 
hia dcvioo, bo loi"t r.y ottico ,ind I on,; co mro or h1r: until 
n tc::1 dnyt1 oco (end e tc-t do.yo af'tor tho convor-...o.tion to rrhioh 
I r~fcr r•bovo) t1hon z..r. &rlcr.1 nnd. cycolr wnlkod ccr.m th~• 
eorri(!or tro:·'i tho ttnvnl :.ttr.iro ~~1tt~o Loo~ to tho olovntor 
uftcr ono or our Co::m. ttco l.!'.enr1~o tho other doy. .-~n tho 
t:o:y dom1 tho hull 1 .. 1oa Ro.nkin,~ pro:t'ooaion:11 ix,1..-1 lobbyiot aa 
r-.?io 10, o:iac:Avorod to int"luon:Jo ~o to bvo l.'.r. E!lrlo!T called 
boi'oro our ~owl ttoo. l kn~ llO r.oro t.bout h1D or llin doai re 
to U'tpc,•~r bo!'oro o;n- go=.=dttoo unt1l1 our collo,-:~uo, ! .. r. Church, 
on Thuroooy .:::or.ni~-G brou,:.ht h1o nct-:o into tho d1.acuoo1on be­
roro our Co::ci t too, r~-i kin:. tho 0tr..tc~3nt thnt z...r. D5rlo.: hud • 
not been l','ivon ti hot.crin1, or ,. courtcou:'.> b-,.1rln~, or • •. ·orJo to 
thnt oft'oot. You t11ll roc~ll. tbt .1. cb:lllon~cd tho nccur..:cy 
of thio -a~t.te::-:.mt. 'l'ho f'notn uro es o.l:ove ond ::spe~1k for the!':!­
oolvoo. 

n~•• B:lrlo~ h:l.0 1 no .L undorotoou it, uritt~n an opon 
lot-tor to r;;:.Lny--inoludin_-:i; tho &re~ident or tho I.Jnitcd' ,_;tctoa­
nith copiouo oopioo ~or the :rreos. In11a.":tloh ao I OJ.l nwnre 
th~t tho job ot: tho n1va1 ..ttuiro Co::nittco io no~ to oift o:it 
dot~ili-,d piocca or ordinnnco one fro:::i c1r.ot.ho:r o.a tl:o:, oono to 
ua fron tho h..lr:_d5 or 1nvo'ltora, but to leninL t1voly dotcrmino, 
bro!:.dcr n·.v~l rolicioo in th!l intorent of nution~l doro:-.co. it 
eoo=, to r~ tl::.. t t..r. E:lrlo'.7 ohoul.d indt,od pi. c· ,: bie allcr-;ed 
dovioo before tho:,o co~otont to clctor::31llo ito .!'10rito, rc.thor 
thon to twro tho tico or our co=ittoo in di~ouoaintt ~hio 
ottQr. 

• Vory l!inaoroly, 



AL.FRED N. PHILLIPS, JR. 
-4rn DIST.CoNNECTICUT 

Qtongress of tbe Wnfteb ~tates 
J,ouse of l\eprese~JatibtS 

ma~ington, D. "· 

cow ot n letter t1hioh c:ppe~od in tbct .;;t~i-d. Conn., 
.~d"IOcnte o't .:i'obru:ir:, t6, 1038, ro :tao·c:()r 1;. 

Darloet• a "t..-orial. I.i;ine "• 

VINCENT CALLAHAN 
BECRlrr/lRY 

Om- estoe:::od tcllOff oittzen. r.r. Lester l:• Ixirlo!.11 tnn rcoc:itly 
"testified" betoro the :Co~o rnval. Co-:---J.tteo nnont t~ nc~'1 l.aVtll pl'O­
ttrOD, 011 oo=c or hio tttoati::ony11 , oo reported 1n tb daily r..rooo, 1a 
~ rc~r~blo a.■ to £lec::l to rcqUiro co::cent. 

.,.· 
"To quota tro':1. th::> l,a;a- Y«rk uoruld Tr1 t&:lm ot li'ob. 113: 

"Con~rooa roco1vod o. ti1> troo c.n inventor to.!:.v tmt tbo .ai::1n1c­
tr:ltion .,\l,0501 000,000 dollar n3vel. cxrnntJion r,rocrc:i ;:,ould ~cd 
d:mstic roTloion beci!lUG'J ot th!>- dovolop:::mt or n ~~ torlou::.i not1 eoria.l 
=!re. Lester .t-. JArlClfl or .... t~ord, conn., 1nd1cnto:l o. boliot t~t 
~tho d6v1oo, 'll'OJ)pod by 'bo~1'in3 rltm!>n tro:.i trot"Ont!oU:J bi~htc ccul.4 
blonmt nn o.reo. 10 mles s~jua.re in thrco or i"our cl.nutco•" 

Let uo tor n r..-or-Dnt cms1dor t!:.o.t otote"Dnt. ,,1th re~ to tb 
new "corial ,~noi,, it \:Oald o't':pc::rir tm t thin io o. n~t1 r~ for a. bo::ib 
,~1. th o. delayed nation co it "'t>Ulil psl!Otrnto· the r.:l.tor botoro G:t!"lodin_~, 
or porLo,s it is n "contact b~t::b" which \"i!.ll oxplolo only on ~ntnot 
m.th a oh1p or otror rx>vin~ objocta. It r:attc:ro littlo tro:1 o pmcti­
c~ vio~int, boo(i.u:so otb:lr o:>ncidO?'Cltio!'.!l rctilcr tho idc:'.l otirol.y 
icyx-acticol • 

no::tbo or oinoa o!" iJmtovor no.turo havo 1:1 vory 11.dtod ror._::o or 
dcstruotivo oxnlooion r.lDn oh1p!7 are tl:J:t o'bJoctivo. ~\. 300•vound mns 
Tiill not nink o uh1p it' it explodes 10 'toot closr ot b:!r olde. It ia 
liv.:blo t.c, c.o~o interior :::echcmio~ tc.-_,,oro.r1ly • end r::..y oven dent 
tl'!.o nhip'o oido but 1t rlill 1161; rupture tho hull• t.ny 'tc:-.l> OX!'lodinc 
bola-1 th:t c.u-rcco of tho t10.ter ma 12\o at~o ottcct o::> n mno of 11ko 
oizo, co it io um,,.oconi::or.,r to dif~orontiato bot-.;co tho toz,:-:::, "t:lir.o" 
,:.nd ttbO:::!b" • 

Let uo ~w turn to tho arc~ '1h1ch 1-:r. E:lrla;, boliovoo could to 
"blnnkoted" 1n threo or tour :.dnutoo. 

I 
I 



ALFRED N. PHILLIPS; JR. 
'4Ttt DIST. CoNNEC'l"ICUT 

VINCENT CALLAHAN 
SECRETARY 

~ongress of tbe Wnittb ~tates 
J,ouue of l\tprtstntatibes 

Rlasbington, ;». <t. 

J'.n area.10 mies sq,~re contain• .2,787,840,000 a::iuar• .teot. Div­
ide thia into a,qu::irea 100 t"eet to th,:1 aida, ao that o. bo::b dropped 1n tho 
center o~ each s1~ ~o:.ild ~e 50 tcset tro::i. o1thor aide. To·fill thoec 
oq,unrea tlith ono bo::b to tt •!luaro r.ould nquiro 270,784 bo:::ba. Givo 
each 'bo~r tour bo::bs o.nd we hnve the 2:.'l~iticent total ot GO,'lCO bO::';lbora 
neoasaa17. Rather a largo order tor any nation to carr1, both 1n to~ba 
and borJ:lora, j~ot. to ox-vend in n 10-oile aron or tho crent oxr,anao o't the 
see.. 

• ;.nothor stcte:ent uttributecl to t:r. Fl~low ia evon r:;ore tnntoot1o, 
1:r· I '1S:lY' bo pomitted to uao so h::irsh a t:ord • . 

trr. Barlo-s io tllldo to otato tha.t 12 yoo.rs a:o ho invented o.n 
cerinl to-rpe;t~ r.1.th 'tthich ~e can hit Ohiaaco 50 tir:ou a. mnuto :rrom 
::ashinrston"• ~ con only •q o.s to that, it ia tortunaw tor the 
Chinese -that 10.pnn ho.a nevor hacrd ot t::r. Barlot1 ond his l~-year-old i:nn-el. 

1'~, r:r. Editor, I Tary mucb doubt that :.,.-r. Dcrlow mde G'.ioh 
Dtnta=enta, b~t thnt tho ~apera should print auch tantBat1c ma1ntorz:.::tt1on 
for th~ conctr::,tion ot tho 1$11orant aeca 4eplol'GblO• 

~ 

i:r. Barlow ha3 been oa.d• to 807 thnt thG above th1D(;S doo::i t,:-,a 
battleoh1:p. That state:::ent b.:ls been ncurr1113 tor At loo.st 50 years to cy 
'0'1n kno~ledae end yet the good old tattleahip io at1ll the backbone ot Qlly 

.t.lcot, Just a.e the cood old infantry 1a the backbone ot' the e.rr:y, in ppite 
of tcmlas, minea, torpedoeo, .mohir.e auns, poison GM, tlm:e and eoodneao 
knCToa what not 1n the w:iy ot things to rovolutionl~• war.tare. 

;,'hen tho auto::-.otl va torpec!o \Y:lG invented .curtac• ahiJJa were 
doo::iea. ,~;hen tho torp&a.o boat dcot.roycra t:oro 1nveated surtll.ce :sbips 
were eeain oestened -to the limbo of obsoloto ro:terial. • ;J'bezi tho cub­
r.arine oa,r..e into t~o picture tnor• was no loncor nny doubt that ~urtade 

·ahir,s cu.et cry "Ke.=crcd"• Tb.en. coz.ee the a1rplcn• and ~in ue U'8 told 
that ell 1s lost for tho big ahlpa. ·.:e hnve DOW hcd uir_plnnos na octiye 
war 01,u.ipraent to~ 24 years. ·• haTe cone tbroUuh the ~teat war in 
hiotory with Qjrplqnoo,- ~ehe Gi;:m1sh 01vil l1ar ic 4rc.ao1n:J into 1 to 
cecond year with vary mdern airpl011eo Md ~:Odr1d otill livcp. 

I ao ~ot boliova there b::ta boon a oincla incidont, ~'horo1n n 
bo~, ~ropped by on o.irplone tro::1 c.n oltitudo ot tv:ol'vo to flfteen thoua• 
Qnd teot, nt a o~ir l!DV1n(J throucbi tho ~":ltor in MY t:u-:.eavorc.ble poo1tion 
&Dd ~1th ont1-o1rorntt c,mc 1n aotion, in ~hich tho sh1~ hao boon hit. 

I 

j 

/ 
I 
I 
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ctongress of tbe iltnitc'b $tate~ 
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iiasf)ington, :ill. <4:. 

VINCENT CALLAHAN 

SECnrr"'RY 

1i:Py io nll tho cbovo . truo? r:ecnune rro, ti:~ ii:::::o~t-1nl t •.o 
d~f'onoe ~ainot no:;. 1nvont1on ottcato hotl Ciroi:.od ~~d in h::J:il \.ii th 
tho ur;e or tto:.o invontiono in orron3e. In op1to or t~~ bcrc:.ooll 
dcnaor to hU!'"...an 11-to oooh ti'!A) n no-;, cn-1 o,ro dootruativo ,:;c::ir..o::i in do­
viood, t.o find on invootico.tion tbnt tho r•.roportion or lo::..coo in tho 
• orld .;ar, with ro:1'oronco to tho nu::i'bor13 or.._:t.cod, 'l:ioro z:ot GJ:C:::.tor th!ln 
t!'.oao ot otµ" own Civil :,c.r; all 'toonuce deto~oo olr.~yo koopo ot<ip t11tb 
ott'onse an.l ocooin,::ly altr.iya will. ~·o-:.- lQr.:..~ d1,l 1t t:-~ko tl!o Ct1n.11d1ono 
to ovolvo an ontidoto ~or tho poiaon ens? ~nly throo duyo, ond t~ore-
1n lion tho rc:.cori thct the oirplnno 10 a.nil o.lnoyc tt1ll bo o.n nux111~rr 
ur:a of tho l.,;r.;;.y on4 ot tho • :a.vy, rzhilo tho intnntry flD.~ tho b:lttlcohil".1 
.;:o on their t:t1y blioatully co;;nizrmt tbot they t"ro Dnd ovor w1.ll. bo t·ho 
bQoktono of nttnc!t 1.md aotcru::o. 

lnc1dontriUy, it ahould to notQd that 70 ;,or cont ot tho coot 
or a t·.:.m•ot-. ar uoc10 to lo'bor, a.n.1 gby not uco .our . .:ork rolief tun.do 
to ~roduco dotonco3 ~or our cow:.t.ry~ 

Cnptnin ·~• l'• .Toucop 
u. ;J. !t• l,Otirod 

I-

/1 

I 
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l. 
MEMO• FOR MR. LOVELAND1 

('Important) /' 

Lieut. Laughl~ weints you. to request 
Mr. Hoover of the :aurea.µ. of Investigation 
to secure the name of the ship on which Mr. 
Lester Barlow saile4 from New York ab9ut 
July 18, 1918. He saile~ under application 
for passport No. 25508 of July 10, 1918. 
H&ving found out the name of the ship, 
get & copy of the passenger list. 

This is in accordance with the suggestion 
of Mr. Knight. 

Mrs. c. 

f .0~/.nr- 10~ II S . 
//-~.? ~ 

~~~ 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ... 
R~ORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 

'.7.ASHIMGT0N, n. C. 5-22,..28 R. P. BUR:W'SS ES 

TITLE: CHARACTER OF CASS, 

: 
LEST:2n P .-:: 13.:.i.RL0.,7 'VERSUS UMIT2.o'"'D STATn5 1,'JISCDLL.Pl!'30US l!A.TT;;iil: 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Passpert application lTo .. 25508, sv1orn to by subject 
July 10. 1918, shov;o his intention to leave New York 
July 18, 1918, the passport being desired for use in 
visiting ~ranee for the purpose.of observing military 
tests. Ap::plication does n: t indicate r,hat vessel he 
in-'i;ended to travel on. New Yox-k Office req_uested to 
obtain, if possible, n:ame of vessel on which subject 
left 1ren York July 18 • 1918, and secure passenger 1 is ~Ii 

of voyage, particular atten·tion being directed. to. 
no.me of persons with \·in.om suiJject possibly he.d state· 
room accorioda:tions. r • -· 

-POO-
. .,~• 

R.~.TIB3NCE: Verbal instrQctions from the Director ~'ay 21. 1928. 

DETAILS: 

1~s reqll.ested, th.e passport records of the State Depc.rt:,;ent \'Jere examined ·with the 
viei"l of obtainin~ the name of the vessel 011 v1h.i..ch su.bject left ~;e\7 York for :s'ra.nce on 
July 18• 1918. Passport applic~.tion No. 25508 ,;;as suorn to by subject &t ·:rashin;:;ton, 
D. c., July 10, 1918, declaring his intention of leaving New York July 18, 1918, to 
return within six nonths, the vassport being desired for use in visitin3 Pr~nce for 
the Pll'J?Ose of observ-in:::; nili t::u-y tests. The pa.sspor·i:; applicsd;ion or pa1>ers ~ttached 
tl.1£eT.t~to do not name ll?lY vessel on which subject intended to tre.vel. 

l Attached to the application is a latter d~ted July 9• 1918, signed by Peyton c. 
harsh, Chief of StD.ff, '.7:::.r J)ep~rtr1en.,a, to the Bureau of Ci tizeni:.:hip, TI13pc.rt: .e1,-'i; or 
~tate, Yk.1.ic'l.1 reads as follows:-
1 

11 The ~7ar Deper·lil!.ent has 
passport to !·,.r. Lester P. 

1/l 

no objection to issu.inz 
:B:.;.rlow, nhoLl it has author-
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• 
ized to proceed. -to ::?r1;:.nce -tro :1i tnesz 
the tests o:f the bcCt'r.bs o:f wh:ich he 
r1e,e the l)ro.c·~ic~l inventor"• 

'E1e above lette-r v1ould inclico.t-? t."l.at fn.1bject il".aj~ have been or1 o:t:ticial 1n.t.si­
ness for the ·::a.r nepa.rtment, but inform~tion has been received fro.n r:r. "}ez:t, 
Appointrtent Clerk a.t that Depart~ent, to t>e effect that subject \'Jas not czr­
ried on his of£icial payroll♦ 

At ihe suggestion of !.Ir. Appel, Division Three, the reffi.ll t of this in­
vestigation i.7e.S explained to 1'7ajor Loveland, Special .Assizta.nt to tile Attor­
ney 'General, in the ofrice of Z::r+ Ga.Howey, }"ssistant Attorney Genei~a1. At 
the request of r:ajor Loveia.rd, this ma.tter Wa(l discussed with Lieutenant 
Robert v. Lou..;hlin, Puteut Section, Jar Depa~ttaent, Room 137, State, 'Jar & 
Uo.v-3 :Bu.ildi11;::;. Lieutenan:l:i Lou.r;hlin is in charge of' the a"bov,~ :captioned ma.t­
ter tma. ad.vised that for the pa.st six or seven monfas he has 'been workinG on 
thi.s case. He ha.s rn.i:;.de an extended s·l;u,dy and curvey of all records of the 
Ordnance Department and of other Gove:rnm~ntal records pertaininz to .ou.bject 
but h~s not found in his study of this case the nan,e of i;he vessel on which 
subject travelled to Eu.rope in 1918. 

Lieutenant Loughlin further explained that subject was a very ta:I:ka.tive 
type of man, and while on the voya,:;e to Eu.rope, it is assumed. that he talked 
r~ther i're~ly \7it.'l)_ passeneers, eind partic-o.larly with thooe '.7ith vJh.or:i he had 
st::i.te room accomoclations, concerning his business. It is Lieutenant Loughlints 
desire, in this connection, to obtain the passen5'6r list of the vessel on 
which subject travelled with the view o.f possibly locatin~ oomeone with whom 
subject did discuss his business ~ith t.Qe Government. 

U1ID';V3LOPED !BADS: 

1"':r.7 YORK 0-s'J'ICE: ~t t.he instructions of rirr. Appel, the 1Jeu Yor1;: Office 
is re~uested to make every effort to obtain• if possible, the :rw.ne of the 
vessel on which oubject left the port of l:fow Yor}c for FrDXLce on July 18,. 
1918, and, if successful, to then secure a copy of t_~e passenger list on this 
voyage. For the inf'orms.tion o:f' the Mew York Office, subject was c.t that time 
connected ui th the !:s.rlin-Rock\';ell Corp-oration of Ne·,r Ra'ie.n_.and ?Iei.1 Ycrk, and 
t..~ere is a possibility that reserva.tions for state room accomod.o.tions may hs .. ve 
been made in t..°r.l&t n~e~ 

- P:BN.DI1~ OTim.:t OF.i?ICES -
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

REF.EBENCE: 

Dm'AII.S: 

I.&STEB BA.BLOW sailed tor Bo~~~ux; ]l'ance 
on ss. ROC~U August 9, 1g1a. He oe­
cupie~ Cabin #408 on Deck "Cl' At that tiu 
he was employed by the Ma.rlin•Rockwell Cor­
poration ot 347 Jllldiaon Avenue, New York 
Oity,. List ot cabin passengera ot the ss. 
ROOHA.MBEAU tor ee.id Toyage included in this 
report. 

RUC 

Report ot Special Agent R. P. Burruss, ·wash• 
:lllgton, May 22, lQ28• and copy of Bureau letter, 
May 22, 1928 addressed to Washington local offic•• 

AT NEW YORK: CITY 

At the United states custom Rouse A.gent ascertained that in 1918, 
on account of the World War• the ~tamers and other Teasels that were in the 11er~t1ce 
ot this and the all,ied -Govermnenta saiied for Transatlantic ports on so-called Gov­
ermnent orders and, t4entor•, were not compelled to obta~ :r:rcim the CU.atom Rouse the 

Deii.kerwiae necessary clearance papers. This applied eapeoiallY to Teasels which were 
at that time in the .A.rmy franaport Service ot Yarious allied and associated Govern­
ment■ ; although they also carried civilian passengers who were conne9ted with said 
GoTernmenta. • 

The writer was, theratore, •ble to ascertain only the names of 
Teasels that eiled with clearance papers tor French and nearby allied and neutral 
ports in J:ul.7, 1918. • 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 

WASHINGTON 
REFERENCE: 

GR 

COPIES OF THI R,RT FURNISHED TO: 

3 - J3ureau (l - Special Asl51;, 
to Attorney General LoTel. 

2 - Washington 
2 - New York 

'GTO rocAL 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.\~M,.J UM 2 192~ 
) •• DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

oov~r1ummoomcz: 

RECORDED AND INDEXED: 

CHECKED OFF: 

JACKETED: 

7-1323 -, 
\. I 



• 
v.:r.v. #2 . 

The following steamers to -,ban clearance papers were issued lett 
the port ot.Nelf• York t9r French- and nearby Transatlantic'porte in the period 
trom July 15 to the end ot July, 1918~ 

ss. "Amiral Nielly" tor Ha.Tre. 
ss! "Baysarua tt Nantes 
ss .. "Oollingb.am.tt - Havre 
ss. "Gothland" - Rotterdam 
ss. "Georgie" - Brest 
ss. "Hassel" B9rdeaux. 
ss. "La Lorrainett Bordeaux 
ss. "!nciline" MarseilleJ 
ss. '!Liege" Rott~rdam 
ss. "Livingstonia" Bordeaux 
ss. "Minnekahda" - Liverpool 
ss. "Orea" - Liverpool 
ss. •La S;yrie" - Rot,terdam 
ss. 0 s~rvian Prince" - Breat 
ss.- "Samland" - Rotterdem 
ss. "Trecarne" Bordeaux 
ss. "Zyldyk" - Rottei-dma 
ss. "Al.gerie" - Rotterdam 
ss. "Canopic" - Liverpool 
ss. "Camania" - Liverpool 

The pasaenger list~ ot the outgoing steamers are not available 
in the Record DiTision ot the local United States CUstOllS House. HoweTer, .A.gent 
wae advised that as soon as a steamer leaves this l)l)rt for a foreign port they 
are sent to the Record Division ot the local Jjmnigration Service on :Ellis Island. 

~ writer, theretore, called on the Record Division at Elli■ I~­
land, where ·he was ad".,iaed by Inepector in Charge of said D1Tision, Mr. w. Tuller, 
that the records ·of outgoing passengers are kept on filea for one year only, 
whereµpon they are destroye4. 

Age~t, therefore, examined the. old records of all the steamship 
companies in thia City I as far aa they are available, and ascertained that SUB­
JECT did not sail :t'rom this port to Europe on any ot the steamers cited above. 

Taking intq consideration the tact that on account of the sub• 
marine warfare ll8Jly Teasels were compelled to reain in this port; for days and 
we,ke after they had o.}>tained the neoe1usary clearance papers, Agent examined the 
available paeaenger lists ot steamers that ea.iled tor Prench and nearby ports 
during the month ot August 1 1918, with the following re~lt: 

~bject IJ:SrER B BARLOW (Not Lester P. Barlow) left the port ot 
New York as a cabin passenger on ss. ROCHAMBFAU on August 9, 1918 and occupied 
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during the voyage between New York and the City o:f Bord,aux, France (the port 
to which the ss. ROOHWBEAU was ea111ng) the Cabin No. 408 on Deck "C•" 

The old records, which were found in the storeroom of the French 
Line on Pier 14, North RiTer, fllrther show that the steamship ticket for SUB­
JECT was secured in 1;he o1'1'1ces of the French Line during the month ot July• 
1918; that L. B. BA.BLOW was at that time employed by the Marlin-Rockwell Cor­
poration ot 347 Madiaon Avenue, New York City, and that his two n,arest neigh­
bors during the voyage to Bordeaux, France, were MR. H. CRETIN ~d J. B. GAGNEUR, 
who occupied the Cabin■ No. 406 and 410 on Dec~ "O" respectively. The occupa• 
tion ot Mr. lt• Cretin ie not given on the records; however, Mr. J. B, Gagneur 
gave as his .American address the firm ot Marwick-Mitchell ot 79 Wall Street, 
New York City. 

A plan ot the ss. ROCHA.MBEA.U, on which the above mentioned cabins 
are ll!lrked with the names ot their occupants for the Toyage of ,4uguet 9 1 1918, 
is attached to the Washington copy ot this ~port. 

No printed passenger list tor the mentioned Toyage ot the ss. 
ROCBAMBEA.U is avail~ble in the offices ot the Fr,nch Line and Agent, therefore, 
copied the names of the passengers as they appear on the old records. 

follows: 
Names ot th• passenger• on the above mentioned Toyage are as 

Mr. and Mr•• Chas. Allen 
Mr•+ Marie Audebert 
Miss I.. B • Andl"lla 
Ml"•• Adams 

I 

11:r. Allen 
:t41ss Nellie 4].l-,n. 
Yr. Thomas .Arnold & wife 
Baron Aliotte 
Mme. Bardou 
W.•a Olga Burns 
Misa Bryant 
Mr. s. :A. Beadle 
Mr. Leslie L. Bittle 
Mr. :r. C. ~chsnan 
Mr. P. Brenier 
Dr. Brophy 
Miss Brigand! 
Mr. Bl. Berneron 
Mias Eliz. Brice· 
Mr. L. B. BAHLOW 
Rev. w. c. Boyer 
Mr. Jean Benard 

Mr. G. Borbolo 
Uiaa Esther Braley 
Mr. R. Belanger 
Miss Bain 
Mias M. Bogert 
W.sa L. Bakewell 
Miss L. Becker 
Miss B. Brocklebank 
Miss E. Buck 
:Mr. E. Brandeea 
Mrs. R. Brown 
Mr. Geo. w. Barnes 
Miss B. J. Bimont 
Mr. Ee Bericioux 
Mr. L. D. Beaumont 
Mr. Wm~ G. Bibb 

- Mme. Marie Coudert 
Mr. A Oauvigny 
Mr. John A. OhUJlbley 
Mr. ETeret A. CQlson 
Mr. Albin P. Conway 
Mr• John C • Craddock 
Mr. Lawrence L. Cragin 
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MR • .Anton Cirino 
Mr. J'olm F, Carter 
MR. HENRY oRmm 
Mr. E. C• Chilcot~ 
Mis■ L. Cameron 
Miss G. Cook 
Miss M. Cooley 
Miss G. Creamer 
Miss :r. Callow 
Qomte de Olerq & family 
Mre. F. I., Carson 
Major H, Oayron &. wite 
Mr. Chas. J. Carpenter 
Mr. :r. H. Chauner 
Mr. ,C, Demzervas 
Mr.. Delsarte 
Mr, John DollXlelly 
W.•• Amelia Duri·ez 
Mr• .B. Ce Dedman 
Ir. J ,, Ee Dealattes 
Jifr, B. L, DickinaoD. 
Mr. 0, G. Domiag 
Mr, M. F,. Dorsey 
Mr.- Rupp R. Douglas 
Mr, J. c. Dougherty 
Mi-. T. V. Dadakas 
Mr. A. Dur'31 & family 
J&r • D. F.. l)a.ly 
141:aa A. Durier 
Miss E. Deyo 
Mr. J'ohn ~"7 & wife 
Mr. A. Decker 
Mr• F. o. Drayton 
G, H♦ Edgell 
Mr. Stephen Ettkanoa 
Adjutant Floret 
Mr. Fred L. Ford 
Mr. t. Finot 
Mr. G, Favier 
Mr. F. Fernandez 
Ml. G. Filaez 
Miss A. l!'airbrother 
line. o. Fountaine 
captain de Frigat 
llisa J'erier 
Mr. John Gredig 
MR. J' • B, GAGNEUR 
Mr. N. Be Gentry 
Mr. Edward -Greaney 

• 

Mr. Chas, Re Gray 
Mr. John Guyea 
Mr. A. Ge.udin. 
Mr. c. B.Gibaon 
Mr. Thomas J', Gray 
Yrs. z. F. ttltner 
Mr. w. J. Gonzalez 
Dr. Ruth Guy 
J. L. Genet & teily 
Miss Sophie Hallenek 
¥1.sa Bu.th Hillsbeck 
Mr. w. s. Hinnen 
Mr. T. E. Hol:rla 
N, Hobbs 
Mr. Le o. Hunter 
Mr. Chas. D, Hurray 
Mr. N• Haines 
Yr. M. L. -Jlurrell 
Kr. N • Humphreys 
Bishop Haye• 
Mr. A. Herbert 
Mr. v. Hecke 
Miss Marg. Junod 
Mr. z. c. Jaeck 
Mr. J. Keegan 
Mr. M. Kerouedan 
lit. I. s. Kearney 
Mr. Warren F • Kellog 
Mr. c. c. Iqon 
Mr. L. F• Leland 
Hr, H. V ~ Louikart 
Dr. A. T. Legendre 
Kr. .Anatole Le Bray & wit• 
Mr. A. A, Lawrence 
Mr. H. L. Lanaburgb. 
Captain A. Lalla 
:ur. ·B9bert Mormzon 
~. J"ames Maitland 
Mr. v. G, Mendoza 
Mr. James McCabe 
Mias Cla?'ll Mallari 
Mr. Carl K. Maholm 
Mr. Roy L• Mathews 
Mr. J.M. :Mattingley 
Mr. J'ohn R, Mayo 
Mr. Robert L. MoD&lliel 
Mr. :r • C, McDonald 
Ur. J'8llles P. McNabb 
Mr. DaTid F. Meeker 
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Mr. A. .A.~ Mallette 
Mr• Th0ll8.s L. Miller 
Mr. A. H. Mohr 
Mr. J • A• ~oriarity 
Mr. H. -gain 
Mr. Wm. ~in 
Mr. Wm. ~rrissey 
Mr. N • Manopoulos 
Mr. Helen Jlack 
J4r. V. Marinucci 
Mr. J'ules P, Mannion 
Mr. R.. Jlonthea:rd 

• Mr. o. ~rria 
Yr. s. ~endo 
1'1~!9 Catherine Mayo 
Mrs. Elaie Meade 
Mr. R<>bert T. ~Kea 
Yr. L. Nicoletti 
Miss s. Neel7 
Mr. F. ;r • Nash 
14'•• M. Neea.. 
fir. Geo. Nathereia 
:tu-. A. Nagae 
Mr.. A. B. Ne'f'ill 
Mr. A •. Orlandini 
)Jr. H. s._ .Oberndort•r 
Mr. P~ Olivier & wi"te 
Mr. Guy Arr 
Kr, .Tames Jl• Page 
Mr. ilfred ~arc• 
,Mr. R. A. '.Pixley 
Mr;'· A. Pl-ender 
Mr. J~ Petiol 
~. o. Perez 
Mr. Johns. Pemnan 
Mr. R. B. Price 
General de Pont 
C~der Poole 
Miss :x.. Q;uinn 
Mr. A. Rodriguez 
Mtss M. Rugolo 
~. Clarence B. Bi~ 
Mr. J. Bemingtoa 

• 
Mr• V • Rodite 
Miss N• Runck 
14r. F. x. SUndhauaer 
Mi2'S E. Sigg 
Mr. Schwartz 
.Mr. P. P. Stels 
Mr. Jean Schmidt 
}4r. Irwin w. Schult~ 
Yr. J'. A. Sherman 
Mr. A. Signaigo 
Mr. E. V. Sampson 
Dr• Oscar Strauss 
Mrs. M. Selwin 
Professor Spaulding 
Mr. o. s. Schofield 
Miss Le Schack 
¥:las J' • SCharer 
W.ss L, SQhaeter 
}4isEJ L. Smith 
.Mr. o. Steiner & wite 
lira~ St$Tenaon • 
Mr. P. Tua & family 
Mr• E. M, Thiery 
Lie~tenant Colonel TulaSJle 
Mrs. ~. 'l'owle 
Mies M, Thorne 
Mis~ • J', Tacy 
Mr. A~ Vasiliou 
Ml:'• A. R. Villar 
Mr. o. V • V~itz 
Mr, V. Vaught 
Lt• M. Vigneron 
Miss M. P, Van Dyke 
Mr. J • E. Wilson 
Mr. G. E. WisemaJI. 
·Mr. Geo, Weigle 
Mr. Warren Walker 
Mr. R. F. Whill.an 
Mr. Geo. P. Wilson 
Mr. W • W•,n• 
Rev. H. n. Williams 
Mr. W. O. Yong 
Mr. R, Zanghellini 

v.1.v. #5 

With whoa SllBJ'ECT associated during his trip to Franc• Agent, ot 
courae, was not in a position to ascertain as the so-eall.ed 1ttable-lists" which 
are prepared by the Mai tr• d 'Hotel of eaQh paesenger boat tor each Toyage, are 
alwaya destroyed after the trip is finished. 
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v.:r. v. '6 

No other information obtainable in this district, ~heretore, case 
is: . 

"REF.ERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORI~lN 
NO FURTHER ACTI<li .HERE. • 
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.,,_, $l&\h1. lf~•· 

mttOlilDW ton MR. O!LtCffAI 
• . A••hrtant: A.tt~r•1 GeA•:rd 

4ttenttoa vr. to••l•M•., 

l•r your tnraru.\1on in eonne4ii~a 
With t~• ·qa•• ea,ttl«l• tES!'l:1! ! .. ll!atO'f 
••• OII'nD S!A.'fll .., :l:i.,a~l.lal/llO-tl:I ._tt•l"; 
thor• 19 e.l;'.lel'1l••O: herewith • top3 &f 11~• 
r•pair, <1t s,-01al ~•t :a. ti·. hl'N•• 
et th• WaJhitteten loteil eff'ie• qf the 
»~tan, .4&-t•t ~- ~t it:14. 

bt,(1Ql41• 
--=1 
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TITI.Eo CHA.RA.CT.ER OF CASE: 
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LESTER P., B.Ai."UiOW vs. UNI1.l.'::!lD STATES 1.ffSOE:J:JLANE0US t!ATTER 

Filll 1f,62-l232-

svN0Ps1s OF FACTS! [. 

Report of 6/+/28 by Special Agent v. J'.+ Va.ljavec., 
New Y0Jl'k City Office, shows that subject sailed 
for Bordeaux, France, on s.s. ROOHAtJBEAIJ on Auga,st 
9• 1918, occupying ca.bin {;-408 on :Deck "C". This 
report also gives list of cabin passengers on that 
vessel for said voyage~ Transmitting herewith to' 
Bureau copy of plan of s.,s. EOCHA!f.BBA.U. All leads 
investigated. 

Unless otherwise instructed this case will be considered 

OLOSED 

•" 

'.RBFBR:ilNCE: Report of 6/1/28 by Special .Agent v. J'• Valjavee, New York City Office. 

DETAILS: 

:Reference repo,rt shows that subject sailed for Bol.'dea.ux, France, on the s. s. 
ROOHAl.mEAU .A'u.::,~st 9_. 1918, oecupyin~ cabin f408 on Deck nett of said vessel., Thiu·re­
port also , gives a. list of cabin passengers on the ROOHA1'lBEAU tor said voyage,. 

There is transmitted herewith to the :Bureau eopy of the pa.an of the s., s. ROOHAllBE.A 1 
on which is indicated the cabin oecupi-ed by subject, also showing the adjoining cabins 
which were occru.pied by !!fr♦ H,. CRETIN and :r.irr. J'. B. GAGNEUR. Th.is plan was attached to 
DETAILS· Agent Valja:vec•ts report and it is being forwarded to the Bureau \Vith the view that it 
may be of value to Lieutenant Robert B. Laughlin, l?atent Section, \Var Department, who 
Z>rigina.lly requeste'd Assistant Attorney General Galloway to have this investigation 
made. 

All inf oroation requested by the :Bureau letter of !F./3,y 22, 1928, has been eee~ed_, 
and unless otherwise ins·tructed this case will be considered. 
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:-:1th t'ttrttior re::terenco to tho 
Cl\SQ ont1tl ed: ~ L}:;:JT}-:n p. BiiRLO:. 
v .. m'l'ITED STNl!!.$, there ie trD.n!I• 
~-ttod here,·1:tth a cop~' o:f tho ro .... 
port ct 5peo io.1 J\gont V .. ;;_·,. V&ljaTec, 
r.x:i.ue a.t ~io'l'.1 York Ci t:l, J:Jne 1, 1926. 

Direotor. 
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u:s~- l'~.· iARLC&' •• UlJii?El) S'i'ATw,' there 
b· trantl'!11tted hore'rith a copy ot the 
r,wt ot si,eo1a1 .tge~t R. P. • Burros,, 
d.$\&4. ·J:un. 'I• l92C. toeetb,rr -Witb the 
~Xhibi. tttt&eh'M ~e:reto •. • 
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I u-ill •P.Ptte1ate b.e1ag ald.Ylte(. 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO 
.. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL" 

AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 

• • 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

September· a, 1928. 

J.E. Hoover, Ohie~, 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Referring to your various letters of AUo.o-u.st 3 
and 22, received during my absence from town, I beg to 
advise you that upon communice;ting with Lieut •. Laughlin 
of the war Department I am informed. by him. that you may 
consider this investigation closed.. It is probable, 
however, that it may- be necessary to obtain some fu.rther data 
a.ta later date in connection with some of the persons whose 
names were reported in ;your earlier communication. 

;yours, 

B.l!.'OORDED 

SEP 1 S 1928 

,. 
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:•\JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

,.: • • ·DIRECTOR 

•◄ 12 
~t,••"''>,.,j 

n. ~. ~a:rtmmt of i(:u:sti.r.e 

'3u:r:eau :o:f .!nu:estigati:o:n 
!itmshmgtnn, ~- QI. 

February 15, 1930 

I.ill.':..OllilliD'UI;I FOR THE DIRECTOR. 

On February 14, 1930 1.::r.. I.lark A~<~1oodell, of 
the Judge.Advocate General's office, ~ar Department, 
Washington, D. c., called at the Bureau wi~h reference 
to the case of LESTER Pf) BARL.O\'l vs. tThl'-ITED STATES , 
Liscellaneous Latter, Bureau fil,e 62-19893. 

Ia. "l'loodell stated that he had called at the 
suggestion of 1.Lajor Loveland, of the Department of Justice, 
who was handling this matter for the Government, a...lld that 
he desired to obtain some information concerning the as­
sociates of Lester P. Barlow, who has a patent on an 
invention for aerial bombs v1hich the i/ar Dey·artment is 
now using. He stated that he was particularly interested 
in obtaining information as to Barlow's associates ju.st 
prior to August, 1918 when the said subject went overseas. 
He also stated that the ~ar Department had received copies 
of reports from the Bureau in connection uith this case, 
the last report being that of Special 1\gent R.P.Burruss dated 
June 7, 1928. 

The Y.iriter informed I:i.r. \loodell that an examination 
would be made of the file in connection with the case, and 
in .the event any additional infor:r.i.ation ,1as available he would 
be advised in the premises. 

K).:,,,_.,_,..: ,. 

~f ~\ \ 5 : at no investigation bas been conducted in this case since 
,i ---•. . , .. '".: ,•··': he submission of the above mentioned report of Special .Aeent 

'.!...., r. • Burruss, and, therefore, there is no·information contained 

The \7ri ter examined the :Bureau file, which reflects 

F
Etl 15 ~,.in the file other than has already been furnished the ":Tar 

i .. ~partment. I.Ir. Woodell ,,as advised by the \7riter to this 
effect. RECORDED & Il'lD:CXED ....., ~-.-o,..,,. z• m -_ 

IP..- L 2.W_:L~ 
1-LJl,E/1UCf INVESTlt.:,\JhH ' 

,,,.,.,,, ... -- 0~~:C~~ ~5\.)300-'-J" 
R. G. HARVEY. " ; (~ 

_(!;._. __ ,_ - ( 
V 

ft. B \ 8 ,~34tespectfu.lly, 

II 11 
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Director 

• IJl':e:b.erul ~ur.euu nf l!uu.entigntinn 

• 11luit.e:b lint.en il.epurbu.ent nf .Yuntir.e 
OMAHA, NEJ3RASKA 

May 27, 1940 

Federal Bureau. of Investigatio~ 
Washington, D. c. 

RE: 
{\ 

LESTER P', .BARLOW; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING~ 

Deer Sir: 

Reference is made t~ my teletype of May 27, 1940, reporting 
the call to this office by TOi°itINGOLDSBY, local United Press representative, 
regarding a letter which he had received from PARKE F. KEAYS, Business, 
Manager of The Ouster County Chief, Broken Bow, Nebraska, relative to 
a former F.B.I. Agent residing there, who claimed to have investigated 
BARLOW at Aberdeen, South Dakota, rege,rding his radical activities. 

This matter first came to my attention on the morning of 
May 27, 1940, when INGOLDSBY telephonically inf'ormed me that he had 
received a letter from KEAYS and that as a result he had wired you 
for a:rry information you might be able to release regarding information 
contained in the Bureau1s files as to B.ABLOW. 

I suggested to INGOLDSBY that he call at this office, which 
he did with the following pertinent communications. The first is a / ·/ ~ 
letter which he received from PARKE FiKEAYS, Business Manager of & I~ '-I 
The Ouster County Chief, Broken Bow, Nebre,ska, dated May 25, 1940: ~J.::..., 

11 I am enclosing copy of letter which was written to J. Edgar 
Hoover yesterday by a dependable man in this community. I thought 
that you might want to follow this up through your Washington burea\l, 
with the possibility that a story might develop later on. 

I talked with the writer of the enclosed letter this morning. 
He stated that he thought the article referred to could be found in 
the files of the Aberdeen .American. He said that it was published in 
that newspeper in the sp:;-_i_ni of 1920, probably in~,Apr±i,-M~Jun·-e.-/-/- \, 

~'.W?ED .& INDl!JXKDtJ) f~ ::,1 .. .,/ I/ ( ·: ~-',' /' 
If you wish it, we will ·:tu.rnish name of the man-who· ~ttot-e-·the- -- -1 ' 

enclosed letter. You understand, of course, that'-~-tih't$" ·is merely· :;;.,~:'-:•· 
a tip on a possible news story, depending on re~ul ... of i:p.ves~ige:t4~n 
by the F.B.I. II ' L. ·VI:-\\ 29 1d ,V 

,, _ !}, ~~- n~~-~~~- ,l 
1gTJf.t' ~ 

• ~ -':'.v '1 
_.I.:, •• «z· ,::;,, •. ~- ·:. '· ~~ 

,q,, ' .. {1fi ~ - ~ ., - ~1/~ - f 

;~ f ~<<; -.-



BE: LESTER P. BARLOW 

I am also quoting the letter which had been sent to you on 
May 24, 1940, by this former F.B.I. Agent, now residing. at Broken Bow, 
Nebraska: 

11For some time I have been reading in the daily J)ress a:bout the 
bomb inventions of Mr. Lester P. Barlow. This recalls to mind a time 
in April 1920, while as a special agent F.B.I., I was sent to Aberdeen, 
s. D. to investigate the activities of this gentleman, who was at that 
time considered one of the most dangerous radicals in the territory 
compromising the two Dakotas and Minnesota. No doubt your department 
has a complete file in this connection, as the daily papers in the 
Da.'ltotas printed a.t length a great many stories about he and his 
organization,. 

However, as a veteran of the world war, and knowing the shrewdness 
and deceitful way in which this man operates I would like to offer this 
suggestion, that before he is taken seriously in the eyes of the :public; 
that he prove that he is doing his work honestly and to the best interests 
of the country; that he had an opportunity to defend in 1918 (I believe 
the record will show that in the world war he registered as a conscientious 
objector). There is no doubt but what this me..n is smart and is equipped 
with a lot of ability. Neither do I believe his attitude in registering 
as an objector was due to the fact of any religious tendencies, or thtJ,t 
he was a coward, as I believe the record will show that he was a member 
of Villia¥s staff when he attempted to overthrow the government of Mexico. 
These statements were claimed in an article published in a Min~t N. D. 
paper also again published in the Aberdeen S.D. Early American. He 
attempted to sue the Aberdeen paper for libel and collected from his 
followers a sum of $800.00 in a defense fund, but I understand no suit 
was ever filed. 

I am (,Ulite certain this is the same man who is now inventing bombs, 
and unless he has changed his ways, to my notion, -he is a dangerous 
man to be connected in any way to our war time :prepa.rations,. 11 

I do not know the identity of this former Agent. Neither 
does Special Agent J. L. FLOOD, who has been working in the Omaha Field 
Division for a number of years. However, it might possibly be a man 
named EMERY. INGOLDSBY said he would await your reply·, stating that he 
had no intention to publish any story unless you confirmed the statements 
made by this former Special .Agent~ 

Very truly yours, ~ 

~·~ 
CWS/G"EP 

Special Agent in Charge 

cc Sioux Falls 



Mr. Clegg: 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

May 27, 1940 

'"'v, 

,J The Director desires a complete 
summary memorandum prepared with r~­
gard to Leste~ PoDBarlow and sent vo 
the Attorney General, JJi'f:rfX~if, ,Tats• n, 
G-2, and ONI. Berle 

s-t 

/: 

) I 

Mr. Harbo ----,-

l'llr, Lestor __ _ 

Mr. Hendon __ _ 

.Mr. McIntire __ _ 

Mr. Nichols __ _ 

Mr. Rosen ---
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tour Room __ _ 

Mr. Tnicy __ _ 

Mr, Schlldcckcr 

Miss Beahm __ _ 

Ml•• Gandy ---

1 
ffDE~Al 9W::EAU Of INVESTfGATIO 1 

3 UN 10 ·1940 
Rl MENT OF JUSTICE 
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~••b.1.n&tea,.D. C. 

• ·•Dtu -_.. · htlea 

• • . : ' '. ·t .. tta--1.tttna btrni.tll, .. : ciJ'.'. 
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,, ,,,_, ____ _ 

CHC:RMB June l, 1940 

near i~®ral "'alter s. Pni!erscn 
Di.rector, Naval Intelligence 
liavy Department 
·:,,;asbineton, n.. o. 

}(y dear Admiral: 

BY SPECIJL ~1SENOill 

I - tranSP'..itting· herewi•bh, clS or po$Sible 
interest to you, a copy of a memoranch.ua dat.d M8:y' 31, 
1940,- containing Wo~~tion with respect to Qne 
Lester Pence- Ba:rlowt who recently received co:nsidere.ble 
pres$ publicity in ... connection. With an alleged inven·hion 
or a new type liquid oxygen-carbon explosive banb, 
knmm as .ttGJ.mite,.n 

.A cow 0£ t~e above mentionect memi,:r:mclr't is 
also being fumisbed to Bri~dier General tber:nan ';1ilea, 
~ssist.ant Chi~£ or start., a-2. • 

Sinet,ttlyyours., 

• fEOtft,-· .R1ffW~U Of INYEST!SATION 

_,1/ . _t~'.µG • 1i 1940 . 
_: \l S. OEPiaTMENT OF JOOTIOE 

.. ,C, .. ""t''"' ... ., .. ~-~,:r•"',ftti" ______ ~,,_,_ 

'<•~ 
,, -, 

• 



~ i •• 

~ . . . 
CHC:RMB 

::-:--.' ! 

·!>ear General UU..J;· . 

. I ma trat:i-1tting. -~tb, u ct poss1bl'.• 
intereat to you, a ~opy ot ,a. mmlQrandml 4~d Kay 31, . • 
19.t.0, contai.J;O.ng in!oi'Ution with r..-pect to one . . 
tester Pence~lc-., ,1'ho racently received c~de:ral;,le 
_pres publicit1 ;in co¢ieetion with an alleged invention 
ot· a n91r type .liquid o:qg~b~· upl.0$1~ bcab, 
known •• "Glai te. •· • • • . .. •,., · 

. • • •. •. A et,p-y of the abOYe ttentio~ed m1J!n0ra;l'l~ is • • 
also :being tunn.sbed to ·Rear Admiral Walters. An.derison, 
Di~toJ", _NaT&l ~-teµ,..gence~ • .. • • 

pincerely yours., _;·. • 

~. :, ', : : \~ 

:· :. . ', ~: ,._:- : ;~:. 

J?;:ti; 



' -,,;. ~· ·-·~ . 
I 
! 7 '"r. ~\ ,· 

' ' •• (:J,, . 
I I',' r'' J ' 

May 31, 1940 

llriga.dier General. v..iwJ.n ti.. r;ateon 
Secretary t~ th.o Pres14ent 
The "/hit¢ Hou•~ 
tias~"ton,, D. c. 

I 81?1 tl"aMntl.tting hcX'8Jtith, as ot 
poeaible interest to "JOU and the ?resident, a 
nietlOrandm. dated !bq 31, 1940, which contains 
Wount"'tion with res.~ct to <1n~ .tetlwr ~-ience 

OParl«T, who :recently n,ceived considerable p:res•J 
publicity in conr.1Ct:l.on ldth an alleged invention 
or e. MW type li.ttuid oxygen-carbori exploaivt> b(IJ1tb, 
known as "Ol."'lli.to., 0 

t•';ith assurimces. or 'fflY' best regard$1 

Since~l;ryoun, 

/' 

___ .1_L 
••.•m1•1······,c··r•n•"' ,...,,_/ 't Ji: ~.ii, tJ,,~l' ;~ tt ~;;:,; :;~:~"'ifD~, 

'' 
I ' ' ', ~. '' ' i 

l 
• f 



• .,,, -YEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Room 5744 ________ _ 

To: _..,_ Director 
_Mr. Tolson 
_Mr. Nathan 
_Mr. Clegg 
_Mr. Edward Tamm 
_Mr. Qlavin 
_Miss Gandy 

Mr. Tracy 

1940 

Mr • Ladd ;:J .::'\. ' 
Mr. Coffey )f ~~If' 

_._.Mr. Harbo , /;·· 

__:.Mr. Hendon _ ~--_ ./,.) ·, 
Mr. Naughten -~ 

_Mr. Renne berger 
Mr. Patterson 

_Mr. Rosen 
_Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Personnel Files 
_,... Files Section 

Miss Sheaffer 
Mrs. Skillman 

~"':-B· wn 

Section 

Bee Me 
Send File 

For Appropriate Action 
Prepare reply 

L.B. Nichols 



., --- -·,• '···~" 
Ison ..... 

.JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
~ -~-~--- ~DiRE~~~ 

CHC:ACK 

!li:eb:era:l fGur.eau nf 31nu.tntiga:tinu 

lltuit.eb ifa:fl?s :ii.epa:rtm:e-ut nf Yustic:e 
311!1a:sl]iugtnn, 1-El~ <!to 

June 15, 1940 

MaIORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

Re: LESTER P? BARLOW 

: 111,.Er.=,. -~~ ' 

. Mr. Glnv;u . .. . 1 
' Mr. Nkht>" l 

Mr. }IE'f!~.Jil . -~ 

Mr. Rc.;m, .••• .. . . !\ 
!\fr. 'l".1-•&~:,.' -•~-

Miss Gant)· 

11······ ·----~ .... ,._ _ _, 

Reference is made to a-teletype message received byte 
Bureau dated ~ay 27, 1940, from the Omaha Office indicating th t 
a former F .B.I. Agent had written :l?)le Bureau a letter on :rtay , 
1940, to the effect that Barlow was previously considered a \ 
dangerous citizen and investigated by this Bureau. This infor1 
mation was furnished to Omaha by Tom Ingoldsby, United Press l 
representative, Ingoldsby indicating that he desired to make no. 
comment concerning the aJ.legations about Barlow, but that he w3'uid 
like to be advised as to whether or not the former F .B.I. Agen 1s 
statements to the effect that Barlow uas investigated as undes·rabie 
were true. -

You made a notation on the incoming as follows: 

11Check on this at once. If true let me 
knovr what happened to the letter. 11 

It has been ascertained that the letter apparently re~erred 
to by Tom Ingoldsby was written to the Bureau by former Speci ' 
Agent James Vl. Kelly of Broken Bow, Nebraska. Kelly's letter ·vas 
dated May 24, 1940, having been received in the Bureau on r,:ay 7, 
1940, and being stamped into Division One on May 29, l940. Th·s 
letter contains information that Barlow during April, 1920, wa 
considered a dangerous radical and his activities were investi ated 
by Kelly in behalf of the Bureau. The letter indicated that B rlow 
was active in the Dakotas and :Minnesota. Kelly's letter was 
acknowledged by the Bureau on June 1, 1940, and he was thanked 
for furnishing the information. Pursuant to your request, a 
complete summary memorandum with regard to the activities of B¥low 
as reflected in Bureau files wa~ prepared and transmitted to tne 
Attorney General, Brigadier General 1'latson, G-2, Office of Nav~ 

) 
;I:ntelligence, and Mr. Berle on June 1, 1940. This summary memo-

.. randum reflects information indicating that .Barlow had been 
investigated during 1920, at which time his .activities rendere him 



l.lEMORANDlJM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
Re: Lester P. Barlow 

e 

- 2 -

suspect as a dangerous radical. Barlow has at various times 
been reported to be pro-Nazi, but was sometimes regarded as 
being of Communist sympathy. A copy of the summary memorandum 
reflecting his activities is attached hereto for your in­
formation. 

Although the teletype message from the Omaha office 
dated llay 27, 1940, as well as a letter from that office on 
the same date, indicated that Tom Ingoldsby was communicating 
with the Bur.eau by wire for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the allegations concerning Barlow's having been investigated 
are true, extensive efforts to locate any incoming communi­
cation from Ingoidsby whatsoever have proved negative. The 
Omaha office is being furnished with a copy of the sumrna.ry 
memorandum regarding Barlow, for its information, and is being 
advised that Ingoldsby has not communicated with the Bureau. 
The Omaha division is being instructed that no information 
concerning the investigation conducted relative to Barlow 
is to be released to Ingoldsby or ot~ers, inasmuch as data 
in the Bureau I s files are confidential. 

H.espectfully, 

tt· ~ .t-. 
H. H. Clegg 

Inclosure 

cc-Mr. E. A. Tamm 

..... 



FBI . OMAHA 

,.)}?RECTOR . 

• 
rmn.~L ni.m1::.~1 :r,: :,i'.;"':~-:-,,:~c.;. 

ll. S. ilEl'MrJJ~:· i'l!' ::,~7:l!i, 

5-27-40 

oor:1i~mw~,Ul in,lS EECil o:: 

TELETl'PE 
lC-50 Al1 

Mr, Ladd .. ., ... ,. ... . 

Mr. Egan ............ . 

Mr. Glavin ......... . 

M~. Nichols .... , .... . 

Mr. Hendon ......... . 

\fr. Ro•1;n .......... . 

Mr. Tracy . .. ,. ...... . 

Mi•• Gandy.......... • 

TOE INGOLD~BY UNITF.D PRESS REPRESENTATIVE. HE.RE CALLED AT OFFICE 1 n-~; ----·-···-······· • 

i10RNING WitH A LETTER WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM PARKE F KEAYS, 

BUS Ii-JESS MANAGFR OF NEWSPAPER THE CUSTER COUNTY CHIEF, BROKEi'! BOt-!, 

NEBRASKA hlHICH ENCLOSED A COPY OF LETtER WRITTEN T0 YOU MAY TWlNTY 

FOURTH BY A MAN WHO CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN A FORMER FBI AGENT. KEAY£ 

DID NOT· FURNISH THE NAME OF THE WRITER OF TH!!'. LETTER TO YOU BUT SAID 

THAT HE IS A DEPENDABLE MAN IN THAT COMMUNITY. THE FORMER FBI AGENT 

IN HIS LETTER TO YOU REPORTS THAT HE HAS BEEN READING ABOUT T~E BOMB 
O"' 

I~WENTIONS OF LESTER P BARLOW. IT STATES TEAT IN APRIL NI~ETEEN 

TWENTY WHILE HE WAS WORKING AS AN AGENT OF THE .FBI HE WAS· SENT TO 
,' 

ABERDEEN SOUTH DAKOTA TO INVESTIGATE THE ACTIVITIES OF BARLO~. H:£ 

~it-.S r:::::{I AT THAT TIMI CONSIDEREP ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS RADJCALS 
. 

IN THAT TERRITORY~ HE ALSO SAYS BARLOW REGISTERlD AS A CONSCIENTIOUS 

OBJF:CTOR DURING THE WORLD WAR AND THAT -HE WAS A MEMBER OF VILLAS 

z.---> 



Office 6:f Di:rector 

J"uhe 16, 1938 

Tiine 

Name - Secy . .,.;o Con0abe:r (R) of N.Y. 
teJ.e. 

Stated that a man nemed Lest,er P; 
1

Barlo'.,'l has 
put in a claim for about ha7.-i- -a:-intl-:trorcdollars 
for an alle.:;ed i!lf"rin,:;e1.1ent by the U .s. , on so,,KJ 
patents rights he had on a bojitb; thnt .t3urlow it 
seems has quite a record which the Congressman is 
looking into, h,win_; serv0a. vrl.tn Villa; and 
th -:l; it is also believed tlnt h'e has been 
connected wit!l som.e :Jazi Dund actiYities. T'le 
Congre:,--;q,::an 1.-:a:1 interested in ascertainin6 i~ the 
Bureau has a record of -~his m~n bein3 connected 
~:;ith any :razi activities. U:pon advice r-:..~on ~1r .. 
Tam'" he 1'.aZ transferred to Mr. M.cint:lrc. eek 

), 

/ 

.,.,_ ..... .,., _____________ _ 



... 

() 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR'-

PEF:JHR 

• Ill'.dteral fGur.ea:u nf lnu.estiga:tinn 

1ltnitdl' ~ta:te$ ilepa:rtm.ent nf Yustir.e 

masqingtnn, m. err. 

June 30, 1938. I 
Time-2:53 P.M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

Agent Hickey called from the Washington Field Office 
regarding Lester POBarlow and asked what information he 
was to obtain on the subject. I told Mr. Hickey that the 
Bureau wanted to get all the information it could from the 
Naval Intelligence and the Ordinance Department of the 
War Department in order that the information would be avail­
able in our files, as it is anticipated that a request for 
an investigation will be forthcoming. Agent Hickey advised 
me that he has been to the Navy Department and that the 
Navy Department has a large file on Barlow, not on his back­
ground, but with respect to his testimony before the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. Barlow comes from Stamford, Connecticut 
and is supposed to be an inventor of air bombs. It is 
Agent Hickey's opinion that Barlow is a little out of his 
head. Agent Hickey has a copy of a pamphlet concerning the 
naval expansion program and all of Barlow's testimony before 
the Committee i13 included in the book which was published 
in April just after the hearings. Any information which 
might be of value in the files of the Navy Department 
concerning Barlo:w.is contained in this book, therefore Agent 
Hickey will send the book in to the Bureau instead of CQpying _ 
the files of the Navy Department. Barlow testified that he 
was an enlisted man in the Navy from the time he was seventeen 
until he was twenty three years of age. Barlow told the 
Committee that he was a seaman and an electrician. Agent 
Hickey vdll check the enlistment records to obtain information t +-
regarding Barlow's family. Agent Hickey will send his , \ ii 
pamphlet concerning Barlow's testimony, his na-.y background, fpJ,.i . ?:{ 
place of residence and relatives to the Bureau. p.-v--- r 

Respectfully, 

RF-OORDEn 

.. ' ._!'_,:.:.,. 

I 
' ~-· 
' ,..t10~ 
·-:.~i?-
t t!' 'i... 

_,,I l i· ,11,i 
___ j ___ _ 



Director, 

• • 
IJl'.eb.eral mur.eau of J!nu.entigatinn 

lltnit.eb fiat.en 1!l.epartm.ent nf !lustir.e 
Washingtcn Field Division, Room 2266, 

V,1ashington, D. c. 

J'uly 1, 1938 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Re: L~ Plll'lOL; 
In.:form.ation Concerning. 

Pursuant to inst:ructions received from Assistant Director 
E. A. '11.AMM of the Bureau to obtain any information available from the 
Naval Intelligence concerning the above ind.i~idual, Special .Agent 
F. M. Hickey was permitted by C<lvMANDER E. -~NIXON, Naval Intelli­
gence, Navy Department, Washi-ngton, D. c. to examine the file main­
tained in the Office of the· J'udge Advocate Gene~al, Navy Department, 
Washington, D. c. 

After reviewing this file, .Agent Hickey recalled that he was 
in possession of a transcript of th~AV.AL EXPAL~SION PROGRAM" Hear-
ings before the Committee 9n Naval Affairs;-Unftea-Stat.as. Senate, 
Seventy-Fifth Congress·, Third Session on H.R. 9218 held during April 
1938 and contains the testimony of MR. B.ABLOW, an inventor of air 
bombs beginning on page 346 of the transcript, which transcript sets 
forth in detail the same information as contained in the file of the 
Navy Department. During the hearings and following the testimony of 
MR. B'ABLOW, CCMl;WfilER_A.__C_~AVl'S..-1Ini:J;;eq States Navy, testified, and 
in addition, offered in evidence ·correspondence between the Navy De­
partment and MR. BARLOW. Therefore it does not appear necessary to 
have copies made of the voluminous correspondence on file at the Navy 
Department, inasmuch as the copy of the transcript of the testimony 
above-referred to, is being transmitted her"1i.th-tor.~he-4:~-e-rmati-o~ li f 
of the Bureau. ;.,:;_,,-;;D:t.:J::J .;,, ;,:~DIL.{.l'.;.__Q I e?.~ -_/3_j$f 3- I-::{.:_\ 

Briefly, MR. BARLOW, at the ti~ Qf'.,-fy!3{~:.:g:J:.17;ing:·oft'M.i;l. 1{e~1i£-i-O.i l 
mony, stated that he was. connected with the~llNN ~lvi.LOOIN.1}~W l 
o~ Baltimore, Maryland as a consulting engineer on· ,aerial .mun-,•tion:s; 1 
His place of residence is Stamford, connecti_~'tt• . .,,}~--/, . 1.:~\ 1

::~ : 

.. -- - \' .\J ------. ____ J 
, ~ '1"' ...._ ~ , r l, 

' I H,.r.. I 
. L • ·,i\ ~·io~-';j;~ 



• 

For the confidential information of the Bureau, the 
Otfi.ce ot the J"udge Advocate General and the Office ot the Naval 
Intelligence consider MR. B.ARLOO just another "nut~. 

Special Agent Hickey examined the personnel record of 
BAm.OW on file at the Navy Department, which shows- his :t'ull name 
to be LESTER P:ENCE B.ARLmf; enlisted United States Navy as a coal 
passer, October 5, 1904, at which time he stated his trade was 
that ot stationary engineer; citizen of the United States; born 
Vlisconsin, December 2, 1882; father - G. VL~BARLOW, Olear Lake, 
Iowa. He served on board the u.s.s. SOLAOE, u.s.s. SUPPLY, 
u.s.s·. RAIN.BOW', u.s.s. G.ALv:ESTON, u.s.s. MOHICAN and u.s.s. 
INDEP:ENDENOE. He was honorably discharged at Mare Island, Calif­
ornia October 19, 1908. At the expiration of his enlistment he 
held the rating of electrician second class. 

The transcript of testimony furnished herewith is the 
personal property ot Special .Agent Hickey, and may be retained by 
the Bureau. 

No further investigation will. be conducted unless in­
structed by the Bureau. 

Very truly yours, 

~ ~~----
GUY HOTTEL, 
Special .Agent in Charge. 

Enclosure 



• OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 

Mr. Na than ________ ( ) 
Mr. Tolson _______________________ ( ) 

Mr. Baughman ·----------------------------- ( ) 
Miss Beahm ------------------------------- ( ) 
Mr • Clegg ---------------------------------- ( ) 
Mrs. Cleveland ______ ( ) 
Mr. Coffey _________________________ ( ) 

Mr. Crowl ·---------------------------------- ( ) 
Mr. Dawsey --------------------------------- ( ) 
Mr • Egan ·----·------------------ ( ) 
Mr. Foxworth_____ ( ) 
Miss Gandy _______ ( ) 
Mr. Glavin ______ ( ) 
Mr. Harbo _______ ( ) 
Mr. Hottel _____ _ ______ ( ) 

Mr. Kleinkauf ----------·---~-· ( ) 
Miss Laubinger ______________ ( ) 
Mr. Lester _________ ( ) 
Mr. McIntire ______ ( ) 
Mr. Nichols ________ ( ) 
Mr. Renne berger ________________ ( ) 

Mr. Schildecker -----------------------· ( ) 
Mr. Schilder __ _ 

Mr • Tamm ----------·----------------· ( 
Mr. Tracy ----------------------------------· ( 
Miss White ------------------------------- ( ) 
Files Section ___________________________ ( ) 
Personnel Files ___________________ ( ) 

For Your Infor~ation ___ _ 
Note and Return _____ _ 

( ) 
( ) 

File - ( ) 
Return with File ______ ( ) 
Please Initial ( ) 

D0-8 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 

EAT:RP 

• • Il!':eb:eral iaur:eau nf Ifnu:e.stigatinu 

11tuit:eb' ibtt:e.s 1!l:epurtm:eut nf .Yu.stir:e 

ma.slJiugtnu, :m. or. 
July 1, 1938 

MEMORAliDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

;r 

/ 

¥.:~rerence from your office on Friday, June 17th, 
Congressman' as was interviewed by me concerning information 
in his posse sion relati,re to Lester P"Barlow. Congressman 
Maas turned over to me his file upon Bar!ow-which has been 
photostated and a copy of which is being retained in the Bureau's 
file, it being noted that Congressman Maas• file was subsequently 
returned to him. Congressman Ma.as definitely understood that 
Barlow's activities did not appear to constitute a violation of 
any Federal Statute with:i.n the Bureau's investigative jurisdiction 
and consequently that the Bureau could not of its own volition 
initiate any investigation of Barlow's activities. The Congress­
man indicated, however, that a formal request would be made by 
some Congressional Committee of the Attor-ney General for an inves­
tigation of this individual. 

According to Congressman Maas, the Ordnance Burf:!aU of 
the War Department has much information concerning Barlow. -
The Washington Field Office is obtaining from the War and Navy 
Departments the information in their files concerning Barlow's 
activities in order that these data may be recorded in the files 
of the Bureau. 

·-

E. A. Tamm 

RECORDED 
& 

INDEXED 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER • • / DIRECTOR 

If!.eb.era:l Vlur.ea:u nf :J!nu.estiga:tinn 

PEF: JHR lltnit.eb' flat.es 111.epa:rtm.ent nf Yustir.e 

Wa:sl}ingtnn, 111. <!r. 

July 5, 1938. 

Time-9:23 A.M. 

N.EMOR.11.NDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

I called Agent Hickey at the Washington 
Field Office regarding the matter of 
Leste_~~{:l.rl2,y(? of whom Mr. Hickey has been 
obtainilig information from the War Department. 
I advised Agent Hickey that there is a girl 
secretary or stenographer in the Ordinance 
Department of the War Department who has 
more information regarding Barlow. 
Agent Hickey will attempt to locate this 
girl when he goes to the War Department today 
and obtain more information concerning the 
background of the subject. 

Respectfully, 



lj 

I ... ~ - ' 

• 
l I 

EAT:RP 

Rv.riorubh~ J ot.n Ttr.b~r 
Hoi;:;e of ll•.;,;"rn:;,oiitutiv~•~ 
h.1.1;.:ltlt .. ,:ton, D,. c. 

• 
July 11 19.JS 

I ti:;,:-,:r1·.•ci0 
... t ... Jour courtvay in tr,.tns'..iittin,:; to ~iC "Hith 

your lot'l..\-.:r ,,1" Ju::;e 161 l).38:, ~ co:;iy of ;.;. i.~.tt, r , ... .J.v.:r.,:,;:,{.:.:cu to 
you t::..:J.t:•r cLtc o,, Ji1nc l~, 1·;~,J, b;; nr. J.,r_:;.,tc-r :::,. :;>rlow, , .. .-.u. ~­
co,:,y or ~our uc: .o,,l~J:~ ,,..::~t of tiu..,. lo-t.tor <.L.1.tt:,u J"i.;r:.c 161 .1:1.3.~. 
I h .. v1., t~lt;o r,.,<.:t1iv,c:.d ii-1th your l,;;:tt~r o.:.· Junes lG, l'~·;:.:1 t .. :i.;.::..:.:.or,:,.:~1;1.•~1,, 

<.,:;.1tr.,J Ji;u.c 161 ;.::,3;1_, <:·ntitlui, !~o.-rto ru c ... ~e or L::•.::.,tf..;r :•. B...rloi·, \.;J...0 
b~.:.rir,: t: .f.' J?i . .::n.;.;.tu.-e o,· 'rif·r~W..'t'.1 ti[;r..:.n'.ae. 

Altbouf_:h t!:d:.. nur,.-.uu. i.; cc.;,ntiu,.rtini~ ,ao inw :,;,ti-:-..t1on or 
LE eto:..i~ -. l'.,.:rlow tat t: t: . l'cl,.:<;nt ti"\O, I /'':~i r:l•~.--~;,•.d to t't.~'.:i'lt• 
v~"' ca ,:,,;1,t,,., , ;it!.ch :,;;r,:. be:ln'.'; iacor: ,or;.. t,,..ti .ln. t~•-' .tiJ., .tr o i, t,:_ -:: .::ur ... :;nt 

·::or -o~~iblr: fut·.u:-u ;c,:.,£'..:i .. ;.;.ncc,.. 

I am 

:. ,;~•~ ,;nlrl,::=~-~---i--
• i~,.. ::,; ut1-·c.'.'.t ··-····••-

~~1 .. ?·,::"':.-:_1!, ➔->' ..... ~ .. ,~ 

11/!r. C~f,:~~~ -~aa-,F~--~- .. .,~ : 

: :,.,~ .. f\~fr('y - ~" u, .. '~--,,- ' 

l ~+ ... , ··"'""'1. •.••••. -
' ,,:'if. l,\•,,~f'(,',., -~~"'• ..... -~ 

i :::: ~::::~:• :n;;: ~ ::·::· 
i .'," ,', (;;.j\;_, •• . .... 

I ~/~~· .. ,;,_, .. :\h , -~""""~""'­

l ., ·. l.( .. , -i: - .e••··­

! } 1ir. ~~~('ff1~~l)'1,_J±..-•c. ., .. .,. 

l ',:;~::;:.~~.i~i::::: 
_... "ii'ft • 

.j 01 '.:l W,~..:.r VOOVt.:1" 
Dlr.::ctor 



.. JOHN TABER 
36TH DIST. NEW YORI< • • COMMITTEE ?ll~~i~;~:ONS·-·· • , ~- Natlian-••••••••• l 

<ttongtt~s of tbe Wniteb ~tatt~ 
J!,ouse of ~epre1lentattnes 

ffla~bington. ~. <t. 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear IV'ir. Hoover: 

· Mr~Tanmr •......... r, 

Mr:· d-e,,,~. _____ ...... • 
1\ir: C oifu:v ....... ,;... : 

, Mi:Crowf ............ • 
. Mr: Da\.Vsey ... ,.:.: .... __ 

My secretary, Kennet~~J2.rankle, called your 
office this morning concerning one Lester""F P Barlow. 

I enclose herewith a copy of letter from 
Barlow, received this afternoon, together with a copy of 
my reply. I also enclose a copy of memo made by my sec­
retary concerning what has happened up to last night in 
this case. 

Inasmuch as your office has investigated 
this gentleman before, I thought that you ought to have 
this information in order to have a more complete picture 
as to just what sort of a fellow he is. 

Your files carry a notation to see the N.Y. 
Post.of Nov. 27, 1937 for a story concerning his activities 
with one of the Nazi organi.zations in th:i-s coi.mtry. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~~ 



Honorable .John Taber., 
House of Represen:ta ti ves., 
·,; ashington, D. C. 

Dear Er. Taber: 

• 
462 Senate Office 3uilding, 
1,·,ashine;ton., D. C . ., 
.June 15., 1938. 

Ever since the Court of Clair:1s made a decision in rriy favor on 
the Barlo'!.1 bor.1b royalty case., I have been approached by various groups 
of racketeers demanding that I allow them to handle the case and settle 
it f'or fees v1hich they na.,.t1.e., ".."1hich generally amount to e. considerable 
portion of the total. I have consistently refused to negotiate trl th 
these racketeers, and in fact I have made several atter.1:-sits to reveal 
thexn to the proper authorities but have not received the proper en­
coura;;ement. 

Hecontly, a Ler.iber of the House of Representatives :9roposed to 
me that he v:ould get me my money, and in doing so nentione~11 we will 
get it 11 and also that he would get me a very ;-:ood pric.e for t:1.0 Barlow 
aerial niine whic~.-i I revealed before the 1Taval Corri:m.ittees of the Conzress 
this session. I told this r:enber I yrould absolutely not tolerate any 
Eember of Congress in any 1i'!ay bein(j associated with this matter; 
that I had been a_pproached by '.""lany rac!reteers but I was not a bribe­
payer or fixer and did not int.end to be. I would nar:ie this l,~ember 
in this letter., but I intend to hand this letter to the ~ress and 
they 1:1ould probably vtl th.1-iold t:b.e letter fro:m publication if I named 
him until they ascertained the facts. I an ready to nrone him before 
the proper Congress.ional tribunal. You know this r:ian and he has 
approached you in the last several days. I. saw hir.1 sitting with you 
and undoubtedly talkln~~ over this matter -,,.i. th you t!1is afternoon. 
r.::his man has made statel;1ents t:hat Barlow stole his patents, and I 
have been told by other 1.e:mbers that you haver1ade ·t;he state:::;ient after 

'he told you that. Also rumors have been passed eit:1er oy this man 
or sor1e others t:1at I am paying some Lenber of Con1ress ,,.i5., 000 to get 
this bill throu~h. 

Now, I have taken plenty of abuse during the last twenty some 
years that this controversy has be·en on in reference to the Barlow 
inventions, vm.ich I have successfully carried throue,h and ~hich I 
have been sustained in bv the courts of this land. I run not a 0-rafter. 
I am not a crook. I a:r1 not a fixer or payer for fixin~ in or o~t of 
Congress. 

\_;600,000 a.:_)proxi.nately ls the award -r.rhich has been me.de to rie 
by the courts after eleven years of litigation by those courts after 
extensive research b·;r the courts of all the facts. i1he Adninistration 
of t~e Goverru~ent of the United Staces reports this fact also. 

Instead of 'uein:-: the man ,1ho ,-rould buy and bribe :sa~ Con:;;ress­
~en and other _:;mblic of:f:':.cia.ls, I a:11 t:1.e nan v1ho rode the skies as a 



A " ,.. ,...., -2- • volunteer, vl.i. th hundreds of hi13h-explosi ve, experimental shells and 
aerial bombs, in order that i~aerica could have vroper aerial bomb 
equi:._:nnent. I come in the category of' rrJ.en 1;v.bo risk their lives will­
ingly, if necessary, and such men are not bribe-givers and not crooks, 
and fun' t you forset it; and ·::,hen you deal vii t:-i r1y na:me, even thou2:h 
you are :bated a po,;'J"e1.,ful 11.:ember of Conrress, understand I do not need 
that; ,)-600,000 enough to tal<:e your or anybody else's insults, and the 
Con°;ress can keep it until they are ready to pay it to an 11!-:~erican 
who is an k1erican in every respect. 

On the Senate side of Con_:i;ress, they have been decent enough 
to pass this bill as legislative gentlemen should do, and t:hey have 
added. ·co the bill an anend.ment to protect me a'.!ainst a c;ang of racket­
eers; and since that amend.rnent v,as iJUt on, this onslau~ht has taken 
place on me in t::.1e corridors of the ~-1.ouse attacking my character, 
attacking the efficien~y of my inventions., and attacking the legality 
of ray case. 

I have made it a ,!..:>O:i.nt, .1:.:1r. Taber, to have you definitely 
informed as to all the facts in this case. You L1:ave been taDced to 
by some of the finest gentlement in the Con,;;ress who know a11·~the 
records. Instead of that, you ts.ke rumors; instead of the Court's 
decision., you take rum.ors; instead of the Administration's favorable 
report, you take rumors., and you are still looking for rumors instead 
of facts. You have no right to ignore the Court's decision a..nd its 
full report after eleven years of' litigation. You have no rir;ht to 
take rumors or stat.er..1ents of anyone in the face of full records avail­
able in this case.. I am not saying you are a part of ·this racketeer, 
11 shakedovmll atte:m.pt, but explain., if you can, t~ the general public 
v1hy you are so insistent in the face of all the facts in your determin­
ation to block t:b-1s bill which is a yaJ111ent o:f a contract between the 
government of the Unitmd 3tatss and myself'. 

Last night., the findinqs and opinion of the Court of Claims 
1r1ere revieY1e.d with your secretary and copy given hi~11 for you. At 
fiv•e o'clock today you., through your secretary., have asked for the 
transcript of testimony alre~dy passed upon by the Court and reduced 
to findings of fact .. ':Chere are about eight thousand pa-ses of this 
testimony. S:he du:pre:me Court of the United States refuses ·i:;o .C'.o back 
of the findinr-i;s of the Court of Claims. i"v'hy should you? 

Here is my answer to all of your kind, and to scandal-monp;ers, 
racketeers and 11 shakedovm11 artists: I intend to make this a proposition 
for the .B.:!~erican people to look at., and I invite the Con~ress of the 
United States to help me bring out the facts. I do not want to do 
anything to unduly dama<1:e you, but you seem to be entirely too insistent, 
in the face of the facts, to warrant 11e to neglect calling ~o your 
attent·ion that you seem to be si tJGing a.1"1ong sori1e pretty rotten co!n})any. 
If I have said anything in this letter ~hich is unfair to you., I 
apologize., but until you can square yourself, this letter stands for 
everything there is in it. 

Yours respectfully, 

/s/ Lester t. Barlow 
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.;JOHN TABER 
36TH DIST. Naw Yoruc • • 

<!Congre~s of tbt 1!1initeb ~tate~ 
~ouse of 3aepre%eutatib.es 

mtla~bington. 1». <t. 

Memo re case of LESTER P. BARLOW 

MEMBER 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

June 16., 1938 

Mr. Taber, on June 10th, objected to a bill on the private 
calendar for the relief of Barlow. Bill was recommitted to 
War Cla:ims Committee, of' which Mr. Beiter is chairman. On 
June 14th, Mr. E. F. Golladay and Mr. Barlow, accompanied by 
a Mr. Haworth, attorney for Barlow (Haworth is former clerk 
of the War Claims Committee at the time Cong. Strong of' Kansas 
was Chairman). We went over the record in the case, including 
the opinion and f'indings of' f'act f'rom the Court of' Claims. At 
about 6:30 PM on the 14th., Cong. Beiter told Mr. Taber that 
Barlow had been in his of'f'ice and threatened Mr. Taber with 
some message which he would give to the press if Mr. Taber 
didn't withdraw his objection to the bill and allow Mr. Beiter 
to bring it up again. A couple of hours after that, Mr. Golladay 
and iVIr. Haworth denied to Mr. Taber and me that Barlow had made 
any such statement. 

On June 15th, Mr .• Taber was going over the information that 
had been lef't with me and phoned me to try and get f'rom Mr. 
Golladay a copy of' the transcript of' evidence submitted to the 
Court of' Claims. I phoned Wir. Colladay's of'fice for this and 
then went to the Capitol and when I arrived found Mr. Haworth 
and Mr. Barlow waiting there for me. Haworth had just been :in 
touch with Colladay 1 s off'ice and knew of' the request I had made 
a f'ew minutes before. He said that these papers made a very 
large package but seemed willing to get them as soon as possible. 
Barlow, however, seemed to 11blow upu and said that W1r. Taber 
was unreasonable and needn't let the bill go through if he 
didn't wish to. Barlow said he was not going to allow any member 
of Congress to hold him up for money to get this bill through, 
and that if it did not go through he was going to give to the 
Associated Press a statement which would be spread all over the 
count:ry and which would ruin Mr. Taber. I told him if' that was 
the way he felt and that if he was going to make statements that 
any member of Gongress had intimated that any bribe was to be paid 
that Ivir. Taber had no choice but to oppose the bill and would do so. 
I asked him to name such member of' Congress and he refused to do so. 
He then pulled a piece of' paper out of his pocket and said he was 
on the way to give it to the Associated Press. 

~4 
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Director, 

• • IJT.eh.eral fGur.eau nf :llnu.entigatinn 

1ltnit.eh ital.en :il.epa:rtm.ent nf Iluntir.e 
Wamington Field Division, Rm. 2266, 

Washington, D. c. 

J"uly 13, 1938. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. c. 

PERSONAL&~ 

LESTER PENCE~OW 
INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

RE: 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is ma.de to instructions received :from Mr. Fox­
worth of the Bureau mo requested Special Agent F. M. Hickey of this 
office to obtain additional information from the office of tile Bureau 
of Ordnance, War Department at which place Mr. Foxworth stated there 
was thought to be a young lady employed in the Bureau of Ordnance who 
could furnish information conceming Bari'orn. There are a great number 
of young women employed in the Bm-e811 of Or~~and the only young 
lady found to have knowledge of BarloN was ~iss ~ mom 3826 who 
advised that all she kDew concern.irlg Barlow was at meager information 
was cont,ained in their files and suggested that an Agent con:t'er with 
Colonel Booton, Chief of Ordnance. 

Accordfpgly, Agent Hickey called at the office of Lieuten­
ant Colonel J"ohn G•H~oton, Chief of Ordn~J.e, room 3826 Munitions 
Building, who referred .Agent to Mr • .ArthurRdelman, a civilian employee 
in this office and .Assistant to Colonel Booton. Mr • .Adelman pemitted 
Agent Hickey to examine their file on Barlw which contains several 
newspaper clippings and decisions of the Court of Claims of the United 
States in which Court Mr. Barlow has sued the United States for ap­
proximately $600,000.00 claiming the government used Barlav's patm.ts 
during the \Var and claims compensation therefor. 

a"\.~ ~~~ ,.,' 
,,:' ....... -.. .. 
~~ There are attached to this communication, for the informa-

l)t}? ./j ,:# tion of the Bureau, -three printed transcripts known as No. H-272, • 
.~,.,? v:./·.1 #1 - decided February 3, 1936 - #2 - decided J"une 7, 1937 and #3 • 

decided May 31, 1938 (#1- Special Fi:mings of Fact, #2-Additional 
Findings of Fact on Accounting and #3- On Motion for New Trial). 

. The motion for a new trial was overruled. The Fimings of Fact and 
\( opinion heretofore rendered, together with the opinion decided May 
(' 31, 1938, have been certified to Co~ress. -

LL;_-Jj_gf ~=-: tf~ 
1 : : fl:. . ·_11,,.·:,U M ;1. . . . ·:• 
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According to Mr. Adelnan, Barlow came to the Ordnance 
Department of the Army during the year 1916 and submitted a design 
for an aircraft bomb. The design, which appeared to possess ~rit, 
was in an incomplete form and the officers to whom Barlow submitted 
the design suggested that be go to the Frankfort Arsenal (Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania) in order to b'etter fam.11:1.arize himself with the ordnance 
practices and construction. During the same year, Barlow proceeded 
to Frankfort .Arsenal where he remained until Au©J,st of that year in an 
informal voluntary status. He was not employed by the govemment, nor 
did he receive any remuneration. Barlow was permitted to have a desk 
in the drafting room where be could work up his designs. He vre.s also 
given the use of the ma.chim tools in the experimental shop and the 
assistance of mechanics in the construction of experimental bonbs. 
Barlow's connection with the arsenal was such tba. t he had access to 
all Ordnance Department drawings and to all information it possessed 
relative to aircraft bombs. During the year 1916, Barlow filed an 
application for a u. s. Patent which application was directed to 
several safety features of an aerial torpedo or aircraft polli) • 

According to Mr. Adelmm, Barlcm was able to obtain· a 
number of patents as a result of the knowledge gai:ce d at the Frankfort 
Arsenal not only of the information at hand, but from his own know­
ledge and it is felt by 1he Ordnance Department that he gained enough 
knowledge while at the Frankfort Arsenal to have nany patents issued 
in his name which be muld not otherwise bave been able 1n do. 

The printed transcripts furnisbe d herewith set forth in 
detail the information possessed by fue Bureau of Ordnance. Mr. Adel­
man stated he has not endeavored to keep any sort of a file on Barl011 
with the exception of occasional newspaper clippings, it occurring 
to him and also officers of the Bureau of Ordnance, that Barlon is a 
publicity seeker. 

,/ ll'or the information of the Bureau, there is quoted below 
anessociated Press dispatch headed at Stamford, Connecticut. The 
dEfte of this dispatch and the name of the paper is not indicated 
in the Bureau of Ordnance files. 
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"Louis Y. Goberman, Assistant Federal Attorney 
announced last night he would prosecute Barlow 

as a r·esult of the inventor's outburst at a 
National Labor Relations Board meeting. BarlO','I" 
charged the proceedings were a 'racket' and in­
vited Trial ]lxamimr Paul Davier to • 'tell the 
President of the United States for me to go to 
hell'. BarloN, inventor of a depth bonb used 
by the United States during the World War and 
claimant of several million dollars for the 
invention, issued a statement seying he also 
muld file charges against James A. Farley, Post-
1mster General, HollBr s. Cum.mines, Attorney Gener­
al and many others associated with ttle Democratic 
National political machine". ~~ 

The tiles in the office of the Bureau of Ordnanoe, War 
Department do not contain any information concerning Barlow's back­
ground or antecedents and as previously set for1h above, practically 
the only information in the file are the newspaper clippings and 
the results of 'the hearings in the Court of 'Claims of the Unit.ed 
States, it bei;og apparent that the Department of Justice is in 
possession of same, inasriuch as the govemm.ent· was represented by 
Mr. Alexander Holtzoff and Mr. George c. Sweeney. 

FMH:JGM 
62-0 
Enclo 

;::::o~ 
GUY HC1.rTEL, • 
S~cial Agent in Charge. 
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No. H-272 

(Decided February 3,, 1936). 

LESTER P. BARLOW v. THE UNITED STATES 

Messrs. Hiram 0. Todd and H. Dorsey Spenaer for the 
plaintiff. Baldwin, Hutalvins & Todd were on the brief. 

Mr. Alewander H oltzoff, with whom was Mr. Assista;nt 
Attorney "General George 0. Sweeney, for the defendant. 

This case havip.g been heard by the Court of Claims, the 
,court, upon the report of a. Commissioner and the evidence, 
makes the following • 

SPECIAL FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

On March 3, 1927, a special act of Congress, 44 Stat., part 
-3, p. 1-844, was approved, which is as follows: 

"Be it enaoted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Ameriaa in Oongress assembled, 
That the Court of Claims is hereby authorized and em­
powered to hear and determine the claim of Lester P. Bar­
low against the United States, arisin~ out of the use by the 
United States of certain inventions or .said Lester P. Barlow 
described by United States Letters Patent Numbered 
1317609, 1317610, 1317611, 1317612, 1318955, 1318956: Pro­
vided, That within one year from the date of the approval of 
this Act said Lester P. Barlow shall file in said Court of 
Claims his petition setting forth the statement of his said 
daim: And provided further, That section 3477 of the Re­
vised Statutes of the United States, and any -sta ·,:tes of limi-

44955-36-1 (1) 

I 



2 

tation ordinarily applicable, be, and the same are hereby,. 
waived and shall not be considered or applied by the Court 
of Claims in considering and adjudicating the above-de-­
scribed claim of Lester P. Barlow; and such finding on the· 
la.w and facts of said claim as the Court of Claims may 
make shall be reported to Congress: And' provided further.,. 
That in any such suit the United States may avail it.self of 
any and all defenses, general or special, except as otherwise 
herein waived : Provided fwrther, That the Court shall fur­
ther find and report the law and the facts touching any· 
claim by way of offset that the United States may have­
against the Marlin Rockwell Corporation the right to pleadf. 
which against any claim the said Lester P. Barlow may;· 
assert is hel'eby recognized." 

II 

An aircraft bomb is an explosive missile usually of rela-. 
tively high explosive capacity. 

It resembles the ordinary high explosive projectile in that 
it carries a charge of high explosive and is provided with a, 
means £or initiating the explosion, including a primer­
adapted to be exploded on impact, ·a detonator, and a booster:­
charge. 

The aircraft bomb, like the high explosive projectile, must· 
be safe against premature explosion until in motion toward. 
the object to be destroyed, and then must become armed or· 
sensitive to explosion initiated by impact. 

A different character of safety is necessary in the aircraft 
bomb as the same must be carried on an airplane into close· 
pr.oximity to the enemy and must be capable of subjection to, 
rifle machine-gun fire and to forced landings ·and crashes 
without danger of explosion to the personnel of the airplane .. 
An aircraft bomb must also be capable of being discharged~ 
or dropped without explosion if an emergency renders it 
necessary to lighten the airplane while over friendly terri-­
tory. These ·are problems of construction not met with in: 
the case of high explosive projectiles as fired from a gun .. 

An aircraft bomb does not have a spinning motion im­
parted to it so as to insure flight in the desired trafectory 
as does a projectile, but is provided with vanes and stream­
lined so as to maintain ~ trajectory. The problems of' 

tJ 



'i 

' I 

\ 

l 
I 

3 

weight and balance of an aircraft bomb differ from projec-­
tiles intended to be fired fr.om a rifled gun. 

III 

In 1914 the plaintiff, Lester P. Barlow, a citizen of the 
United States, was in Mexico in connection with the sale 
and installation of tractors, and joined the revolutionary 
forces of Villa. He designed and constructed a number of 
bombs intended to be dropped from airplanes. 

Barlow returned to the United States in July 1915 and 
was employed by the Glenn L. Martin Airplane Company at 
Los Angeles, California. While in their employment he 
continued his research and development w:ork in connection 
with airplane bombs,· and constructed five or six bombs. 

IV 

On the 22d day of October 1915, Lester P. Barlo:w, plain­
tiff, entered into the following agreement with one John 
F. Clark: 

"This agreement made and ent~red into on the 22nd day 
of Oct_ober 1915, by and between L. P. Barlow, party of the· 
first part, and J. F. Clark, party • of the second part. 

Witnesseth : 
I, L. P. Barlow, party of the first part, as the originator,. 

owner, and patentee of the aerial bomb known as the aerial 
torpedo bomb, for which I am about to apply for patent 
upon and the drawings of w.htch are now in the possession of 
J. F. Clark, do hereby sell, assign, and set over to the said. 
J. F. Clark, for and in consideration of ten dollars, the-

. receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, ·and other good 
and valuable considerations already received by me as well 
as good considerations to be hereafter received by me, a one­
half (½) interest in and to said bomb and patents or any 
improvements or additions that I may make to said bomb 
or patents as well as to a one-half interest in and to all or 
·a.ny moneys which I may hereafter receive from the sale of 
said bomb or as royalty for said bomb or consideration of 
whatsoever kind or nature that I may hereafter in anywise 
receive from said aerial bomb, patents, royalties, or con­
siderations of whatsoever kind or nature, to be paid to said 
Clark at such time and in such manner as any sums or money 
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.are or ma,y pe paid to me in anywise, by, through, or in con­
nection with the sale, use, royalties, or manufacture of said 
bomb in any way from any party or parties whomsoever, 
and I hereby declare it my intention, purpose, design, and 
agreement with t)le said Clark that he,. the said Clark, shall 
in the disposition of said bomb, either on a sale basis or a. 
royalty basis, or in any other manner or kind, or place, have 
a control in sa.id bomb in the sale or disposition of said bomb 
eqlJ,al to fifty percent .(50%) interest therein, and I further 
agree that when the patent or patents are allowed .by the 
United States Government as well as any other government, 
to assign1 transfer, and set over to the said Clark a one-h~lf 
interest m and to said patents so granted. by the United 
.States Government or any other Governmen~ kingdom, or 
country, and shall upon demand by the said .J. F. Clar.k as-: 
.sign to him said fifty percent ( 50% ) interest in and fo said 
patents ·at any time that he may request :me so to do. 

The sa,id J. F. Clark agrees as a part consideration for the 
promises and agreements so made on the part of the said L. 
P. Barlow as above set forl.h, to at all times advise the said 
Barlow and do and perform any and all things in connec­
tion with said-bomb such as giving said Barlow legal advice, 
drawing such papers and malring such negotiations for the 
.Barlow in connection with said bomb as the said Barlow 
.shall desire the said Clark to do. 

Witness: 
MARY v. ROBERTSON . 

(Signed) L. P. BARLOW. 
(Signed) J. F. CJ;ARK. 

. STATE OF CALIFORNIA, • 
Oownty of Los Angeles, ss: 

On this 22d day of October, m the year nineteen 
bundre¢1. and fifteen, A..D., before me, Mar:y V. Robert­
:Son, a notary public in and for the said county of LO& 
Angeles, State of California, residing therein, duly com­
missioned and sworn, personally appeared L. P. Barlow and 
J. F. Clark, known tp me to be the persons whose names are 
subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to 
me that they executed_ the same. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my official seal in said county the day and _year in this 
.certificate first above written. 

[SEAL.] 
MARY V. ROBERTSON, 

N ot(lff'JJ Pu.blia in a;nd for Los Angeles 
. Oounty, State of Oalifornia." 

This assignment or agreement was not recorded. 

(. 
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On December 26, 1924, John F. Clark executed the follow­
ing general release in favor of Lester P. Barlow: 

"To all to whom these presents shall come or may concern,. 
wreening; lmow ye, that Jolm F. Clark of the city of Los. 
Angeles, county of Los Angeles, and State of Califoimia, for 
and in consideration of the sum of twelve thousand dollars. 
lawful money of the United States of America, to me in 
hand paid by Lester P. Barlow, the receipt whereof is here-• 
by acknowledged, have remise.d, released, and forever dis­
charged and by these presents do for myself, heirs, execu­
tors, and administrators, remise, release, and forever· 
discharge the said Lester P. Barlow, his heirs, executors, 
and administrators, of all and from all, and all manner of 
action and actions, cause and causes of actions, suits, debts,. 
dues, sums of money, accounts, reckonings, bonds, biHs, spe­
.cialties, cov.enants; contracts, c0ntro:versies, agreements,. 
promises, vna:'ia.nces, tuespasses, damages, judgments, extents, 
executions,. clajms, ap_d: dema,nds whatsoever in law or in 
equity, which a.gainst him, I, John F. Clark, ever ha.d, now 
have, or which my heirs, executors, or administrators, here­
after can, shall, or may have for, upon, or by reason of any 
matter, cause, or thing whatsoever from the beginning of 
the world to the day of the date of these presents. 

In witness wheFeof, I have• hereunto set my hand and seal 
·the 2(lth, day of December, nineteen hundred and. twenty­
four .. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of- • 
(Signed) JoHN F. ~­

Witness: 
W. R.LAw." 

VI 

In February 1916 Barlow ca.me to the Ordnance Dep~t­
ment of the A~y and submitted a design for an aircraft 
:bomb chiefly characterized by a construction involving the 
use of a rod or extrusion member which extended forwardly 
from the bomb when the latter was fired,; the action of the 
bomb was initiated by means of a, bullet fired from the ex­
trusion member into a detonator charge within the bomb. 
The design which a,ppeared to possess merit was in an in­
complete form and the officers to whom Barlow submitted 
the design· suggested that he go to the Frankfort .Arsenal 
in order to better familiarize himself with ordnance practice 
.n,nd construction. 
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In March Ullo Barlow proceeded to Frankfort Arsenal 
where he remained until August of that year in an informal 
voluntary status. He was not employed by the ·Government 
or received any remuneration. 

Barlow had a desk in the drafting room where he worked 
up his designs. He was also given the use of the machine 
tools in the experimental shop and the assistance of me­
chanics in the construction of experimental bombs. Barlow 
conducted the tests of these bombs. 

Ba.rlow submitted his work to Major Shinkle, who was in 
charge of the Ammunition Division, and solicited advice and 
guidance from Major Shinkle and his staff. This guidance 
related primarily to types of explosive containers, and the 
relation of fulminate primers with reference to the main 
explosive. 

Barlow's connection with Frankfort Arsenal was such that 
he had access to all Ordnance Department drawings and 
to all information it possessed relative to aircraft bombs. 

VII 

On May 20, 1916, Barlow filed an application for United 
States patent, serial number 98737. This application was 
directed to several safety features of an aerial torpedo or 
aircraft bomb, which was ,chiefly characterized by the fact 
that it possessed a forwardly extruding element carrying a 
bullet as. the means for initiating the explosion. The appli­
cation was subsequently assigned to the Marlin Arms 
Corporation and matured into patent #1322083 on Novem­
ber 18, 1919, and was issued to the Marlin-Rockwell 
Corporation. 

This application subsequently became the subject matter 
of a license agreement between the Marlin Arms Corpora­
tion and the Chief of Ordnance under date of April 3, 
1917. (See finding X.) 

VIII 

In August 1916 Barlow left Frankfort Arsenal and be­
came associated with Hale and Kilburn, Inc., of Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania. This connection was terminated after 
several months and in January 1917 Barlow became asso-

f 
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•ciated with the Marlin Arms Corporation of New Haven, 
•Connecticut. 

The name of the Marlin Arms Corporation was changed 
.to Marlin-Rockwell Corporation in 191'7. 

IX 

On August 20, 1916, Barlow filed an application :for United 
!States patent, serial number 11'75'79, directed to the detonator 
.structure of a bomb. 

This application was subsequently assigned to the Marlin 
.Arms Corporation, and on September 30, 1919, matured 
into patent fi:131'7608, which was issued to the Marlin­
-Rockwell Corporation in accordance with the aforesaid 
assignment. 

This application was also included and made a part of 
'the license agreement entered into between the Marlin Arms 
•Corporation and the Chief of Ordnance. ( See finding X.) 

X 

On April 3, 191'7, the Marlin Arms Corporation entered 
into a license agreement or contract with Brigadier General 
William Crozier, Chief of Ordnance, U. S. Army. 

This agreement specified in part as :follows : 

"ARTICLE 1. The said contractor, in consideration of as­
sistance rendered by the Ordnance Department, United 
,States Army, in the development of the drop bomb embody­
ing the features covered by the application :for letters patent 
hereinafter enumerated; of the payment to it by the United 
.States of one thousand dollars ($1,000)-upon the execu­
tion of this contract and of the bond referred to in article 6 
.hereof, should such bond. be required-and of the payment 
.to it by the United States of royalty of ten percent (10%) 
-.of the purchase price of each complete drop bomb, either 
loaded or unloaded, procured 'by the United States from 
.private manufacturers, and ten percent (10%) of the allot­
ment cost, plus the arsenal burden, of each complete drop 
.li:>omb, either loaded or unloaded, manufactured in Govern­
ment establishments, does hereby license and empower the 
Ordnance Department, United States Army, to manufac­
ture, or to have manuf aotured, to use and sell, dJrop bombs 
_possessing any or all of the f eatwres covered by and desaribed 
,in application for letters patent numbered 98737, filed May 
-20, 1916; the olcdms of whiah application have been allowed 
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in full, and of the features of which the contractor claims to· 
be the sole owner. [Italics ours.] 

"ARTICLE 2. It is further agreed that in consideration of 
the assistance rendered by the Ordnance Department, United 
States Army, in the development of the drop •bomb referred 
to herein, and of the royalty to •be pa.id as set forth in 
article 1 of this contract, the Ordnance Department, United 
States Army, shall have the right, without the payment of 
any additional sum, to manufacture, to. have manufactured, 
to use and to sell, drop bombs possessing such im1,P1•ovementf!' 
·of any of, tlie featwres covered by the application for letters 
patent specified in a.rticle 1 of this con.tract as may be. cov­
ered by applications hereafter allowed the contractor by the 
United States Patent Office. [Italics ours.] 

• • * * * * * * 
"ARTICLE 4. The contractor claims to be the sole owrier· 

of the application for Letters Patent No. 117579; .filed 
August 30, 1916, the claims of which application have been 
allowed in full, and further agrees to waive all claims to. 
compensation for the use by the Ordnance Department, 
United States Army, of any or all of the features covered 
by and described in this application when used in the bombs, 
or other explosive missiles, for which, under article 1 of 
this contract, the United States Army is obligated to pay 
royalty. 

* * * * * 
"ARTICLE 5. It is :further agreed that the Ordnance De­

partment, United States Army, shall furnish the said con­
tractor, on or before the .first days of January and July of 
each year during the life of the patent covered by the a.p­
plication specified in Article 1 hereof, a statement showing 
th~ number of all complete drop bombs, either loaded ,or­
·unl9aded, embodying any or all of the features covered by 
the application for letters-patent specified in Article 1 
hereof, which drop bombs have been ordered manufactured, 
either in Government or private -establishments; during the 
preceding six months, and, on or about the same dates, pre­
pare vouchers for the contractor, to cover the amount due it 
as ·royalty on the drop bombs so ordered manufactured. 

"ARTICLE 10. If any doubts or disputes shall arise as to. the 
meaning of anything in this contract the matter shall be re­
ferred to the Chief of Ordnance, United States Army, for 
determination. If, however, the contractor shall feel ·ag-• 
grieved at any decision of the Chief of Qrdnance, he shall 
ha.ve the right to s1,1bmit the same to the Secretary of War,. 
whose decision shall be final." . 
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A copy of thi~ contract, plainti:BJ's exhibit 19, is -by refer­
•ence made a part of this finding. 

XI 

The patent to Barlow #1322083, which matured from 
;the Barlow application #98737, filed May 20,· 1916, and 
which formed the subject matter of the license agreement 
between the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation and the Chief 
of Ordnance referred to in finding X, discloses the following 
·features: 

.As shown in figures:). and 2 of the drawings which are·in­
serted herewith, the bomb consists of a casing provided at 
the rear with stabilizing means and having an explosive 
·chamber filled with high explosive material such as TNT. 
This explosive material is positioned in the chamber ai:ound 
a central tubular member extending axially thr.ough the 
center of the bomb. A booster consisting of a cylindrical 
annular container is located in the TNT charge. This cylin-

drical container is provided with a central opening or bore 
,through which the central tubular member pas$es. 

44955-36--2 
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This central tube contains within it slidable tubular mem­
bers which are movable from a "safe" or unarmed position,. 
to a "firing" or armed position by means of compressed air 
carried in a reservoir in the interior of the bomb. 

When in the "safe" position, a detonating ~harge shown in 
'the inserted figure 2 by the reference character 43, is lo-­
cated in the tail of the -bomb in such a position that a pre­
mature explosion of the detonator would not cause an ex­
plosion of the bomb. In the "firing" position the tubular­
member carrying this detonating charge is moved forwardly 
so that the detonating charge is iocated within and in con-­
tiguity to the booster charge. In this latter position, ex­
plosion of the detonating charge will explode the booster • 
charge and in turn cause explosion of the main body of 
'the explosive. When the compressed air functions to move­
the detonator charge :from the "safe" position to the "firing"· 
;position it also operates to forwardly extrude a telescoping: 
member carrying a conventional rifle cartridge and bullet. 
• When the bomb is dropped and this member is in an ex­
tended or extruded position and the detonator in a firing: 
position, impact upon the ground or the object upon which 
the bomb is dropped causes the explosion of the rifle­
cartridge. The bullet from this cartridge travels through, 
the tubular-extended member up into the detonator charge,. 
exploding the same and causing explosion of the adjacent 
booster charge and consequent explosion of the main bomb, 
charge. One .of the features disclosed and described may 
be said to comprise a detonator charge located in _a central. 
tubular metnber of the bomb and movable from the rear 
safe position in the tail of the bomb into a firing position. 
in which it ii, located within an annular booster charge. 

The movement of the tubular members such as has just, 
been described is accomplished by means of compressed air­
under the control of a valve having a valve wheel shown 
by the reference character 52 in the inserted drawings. A 
cord 55 is wrapped about this wheel and the specification. 
states, beginning at page 3, line 126, as follows, with refer-

1'i 
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ence to the operation or opening of this valve when. the 
bomb is dropped: 

• "The valve stem 50 extends through a packing box 54 in 
the partition 6 into the valve chamber 3, and is provided 
with a pulley 52 around which is wrapped a cord 53, pref­
eraply fibrous, which passes upwardly through an outlet 
eye 55 in the wall of the valve chamber, to ·and into the 
aeroplane with which it is either fixed or manually operated, 
in order that when the torpedo is released, it will automat­
ically and with certainty occasion the rotation of the pulley 
and the opening: of the gas valve, so as, without fail and at 
once upon the dropping of the torpedo from the plane, to 
let out the gas from the gas chamber into both the stabilizer­
telescope and the gun telescope." 

This valve and associated wheel and cord function as re­
straining means to prevent the compressed air from mov­
ing the detonator from the remote or safe position into the 
armed position until the bomb is released from the aircraft. 

As shown in the inserted figure 1, the bomb is suspended 
in a horizontal position underneath the airplane, the same 
being held in this position by a single strap member 59. 
In order that the bomb may be properly secured by this 
single strap member it is essential that this retaining means 
be located somewhere near the center of gravity of the 
bomb. The cord 53 which automatically actuates the com­
pressed valve upon the release of the bomb, is shown located 
in proximity to the retaining strap 59. 

A copy of this -patent, defendant's exhibit 45, is by ref­
e~ence made a part of this finding. 

XII 

The patent to Barlow # 1317608 matured :from the Bar­
low application, serial number 117,579, which also formed 
a portion o:f the subject-matter o:f the license agreement be­
tween the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation and the Chief ~f 
Ordnance referred to in finding X. This patent is di­
rected to an aircraft bomb or torpedo with special refer­
ence to the detonator structure. 
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Figures 1 and 3 are reproduced herewith. 
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Figure 1 discloses an aircraft bomb with .stabilizing fins 
located at the rear end thereof and the forward end carrying 
a high explosive charge. A central tubular member extends 
axially of the bomb structure. A detonator element is slid­
ably mounted within this tubular member and is normally 
held in the rear or tail portion remote from the explosive 
charge by means of a frictional washer. While the frictional 
washer is disclosed, the patentee states on page 2, line 58, 
that "detonator 8 may be held in .such a position by any 
means which will be releasable when the forward end of the 
bomb strikes against an object to enable the detonator to 
slide down the tube." • 

When the detonator slides down the tube as describe<l, it 
engages a firing pin and at the same time assumes a position 
in the tube adjacent the high explosive, and at a point where 
the walls of the tube are either perforated or made of thin 
material so that the explosion of the detonator ma.y be im­
parted to the main explosive charge. 
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The detonator body or element which is shown in detail 
in· figure 3 comprises a solid body carrying the detonating 
material in a pocket or belt 10 formed about its periphery; 
the detonator body is of steel and is of sufficiently heavy con­
struction so that it will not break into :fragments and is not 
dangerous in itself if accidentally exploded when in the safe 
or remote position. The spool-shaped ends of the detonator 
are also sufficiently heavy to confine the explosive forces in a 
radial direction so that the detonation may take place out­
wardly when the deton,ator is in the firing position. 

As disclosed in figure 3, two passageways 12 lead from a 
single primer or cap of the detonator to diametrically oppo­
site points in the annular ring of the detonator material 
so that the initiation of the detonation may take place ,simul­
taneously at diametrically opposite points. 

In figure 3 a plurality of primers or caps is shown. 
A copy of this patent, plaintiff's exhibit 34, is by reference­

made a part of this finding. 

XIII 

The six patents in suit were issued for the structures and,_ 
' on the dates indicated, as follows: 

Patent #1317609, September 30, 1919, filed February 24,. 
• 1917, serial number 150712, for detonator; 

Patent #1317610, Septemb~r 30, 1919, filed October 6,. 
1917, serial number 195187, for booster construction for­
explosive devices; 

Patent #1317611, September 30, 1919, filed February 25,. 
1918, serial number 218928, for booster construction for 
explosive bombs, etc. 

Patent #1317612, September 30, 1919, filed February 27, 
1918, serial number 219381, for waterproof drop-bomb; 

Patent #1318955, October 14, 1919, filed May 27, 1918,. 
serial number 236915, for bomb and discharging means there­
for; 

Pate:p.t #1318956, October 14, 1919, filed May 27, 1918, se­
rial number 236916, as a continuation in part of serial 
number 195609, filed October 9, 1917, for contact-bomb. 

Copies of the six patents in suit, plaintiff's exhibits P-1 
to P-6, inclusive, are by reference made a part of this finding~ 
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Copies of the various file wrappe~s of the applications 
which matured into the patents in suit, defendant's exhibits 
39, 40, 41, 42, 43, and 44, are by reference made a part of this 
finding. 

XIV 

Each of the patents in suit was issued to Marlin-Rockwell 
Corporation, having been assigned by plaintiff to said 
corporation. 

On August 3, 1923, an agreement was entered into between 
plaintiff and the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation, paragraph 
3 of which is as follows: 

"3. Marlin has sold, assigned, released, and. remised, and 
does hereby assign, release, and remise to Barlow any and 
all claims, demands, rights or other assets which the said 
Marlin might otherwise have in any claims or demands which 
Barlow may have _against either the United States Govern­
ment or foreign governments, or partnerships, corporations, 
or individuals arising out of or connected with any such pat~ 
ents or applications therefor, and Marlin will, from time to 
time and upon the request of Barlow, execute, acknowledge, 
and deliver any and all documents, assignments, or other 
instruments found necessary or convenient to fully vest in 
Barlow :full and complete title to any of such claims and 
demands, and Marlin authorizes and empowers Barlow, in 
its name or otherwise, to sue for, demand, collect, and give 
acquittances for any of such claims or demands, but without 
expense to Marlin, and in the event that Barlow sues for any 
such claim or demand in the name of Marlin, he shall prece­
dently furnish to Marlin, indemnity in form and amount 
satisfactory to Marlin, protecting Marlin against any costs 
or expenses in connection with such litigation." 

On August 9, 1923, an assignment was made transferring 
:from Marlin-Rockwell Corporation to the plaintiff "all its 
right, title, and interest in and to each of the following let­
ters patent of the United States and the inventions covered 
thereby." The six patents in suit were specifically mentioned 
in this assignment. 

Plaintiff's exhibit 8, the agreement of August 3, 1923, and 
plaintiff's exhibit 7-, the assignment of August 9, 1923, are by 
reference made a part of this finding. 
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xv 
On January 3, 1931, after commencement of this action, 

:and more than ~ year after the date of approval o:f said spe­
cial act of Congress, an assignment was executed from Mar­
lin-Rockwell Corporation to Barlow which, after reciting_ 
the six: patents in suit, stated: • 

* * * * * * 
"Whereas by an agreement o:f August 3, 1923, said Marlin­

"Rockwell Corporation released and assigned to said Barlow 
rights of action for royalties for use by the Government of 
the United States of the inventions set forth in said patents 
and it was the intention to include. in said assignment of 
..August 9, 1923, all rights of action which said Marlin-Rock­
well Corporation had against the Government of the United 
States for royalties because of the- use of said inventions by 
:said Government. 

"Now, therefore, for and in consideration of one dollar 
($1.00) and otlier valuable considerations to it in hand paiid 
by said Barlow, receipt of which prior to August 9, 1923, 
:is hereby acknowledged, and out of abundant caution and in 
'Order to confirm and carry out the intention of the parties, 
·said Marlin-Rockwell Corporation does hereby assign, sell 
and set over unto said Barlow all rights of action and/or 
claims for royalties against the Government of the United 
.States of America which said Marlin-Rockwell Corporation 
has or had, including all claims under the Trading with the 
Enemy Act approved October 6, 1917, because of use by said 
-Government, up to the time of said assignment of said 
patents to Barlow on August 9, 1923, of the or any of the 
inventions claimed in said patents. 

"The agreement of the parties hereto is expressly that 
the agreement of August 3_, 1923, the assignment of August 
:9, 1923, referred to hereinabove, and this present confirma­
tory assignment, did not assign or set over nor do they as­
sign or set over, nor were they or are they intended to 
assign or set over .from Marlin-Rockwell Corporation to 
Lester P. Barlow any claim, demands1 causes of action, 
-counterdaim, defenses or matters or thmgs whatsoever in­
volved in or connected with a certain smt pendi~g in the 
United States Court of Claims entitled Marlin-Rockwell 
Corporation, claimii,nt, versus United States of America, 
respondent." 

The directors of :fy.Iarlin-Rockwell Corporation did not 
specifically authorize nor ratify this assignment, although 
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a general ratification of all Teported acts during the year 
19_31 did take place acc.ordi~g tq a resolution at a stock-­
holders' m~eting, which reads as follows: 

"Resolved, That all the acts of the board of directors,. 
executive committee, and officers o:£ the corporation, in con­
nection with the conduct, management, and business for the· 
year 1931, which have been reported to this meeting, includ-­
ing all acts referred to in the annual report of stockholders, 
or that are shown on the records o:£ the meetings of the­
board .of directors and executive committee, all o:£ which 
records have been submitted to the examination of the stock-­
holders ·of this meeting, are hereby approved, :ratified and 
confirmed." 
No satisfactory evidence has been submitted that the as­
signment o:£ J a.nuary 3, 1931, was reported at said stockhold­
ers' meeting or was referred to in the annual report or that 
it was shown on the records of the meetings of the board of' 
directors and executive committee. 

This assignment, pla,inti:ff 's exhibit 12, ap.d a certified 
copy of the resolution of the stockholders' meeting, plain­
tiff's exhibit 20b, are by reference made a part ·of this. 
finding. 

XVI 

Patent in suit #1317609 

The invention in Barlow patent #1317609 relates to im-­
provements in detonators which are specially adapted for use 
in bombs, torpedoes, or the like, but which may also be used 
for exploding a charge o:£ explosive material in various other 
forms of devices. 

This invention is stated to constitute an improvement upon 
the detonator forming the basis o:£ plaintiff's previous ap­
plication serial number 117579 filed August 30, 1916, for 
improvements in bombs or torpedoes. 

This prior application is one of those set forth in the 
aforesaid license agreement between the Marlin .Arms Cor­
poration and the Chief of Ordnance (see finding X) and 
matured into pa.tent #1317608 (see finding XII). 

According to the improvements in patent #1317609, the 
detonator body, instead of being solid as set forth in Barlow.· 
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:patent #1317608, is made in two separate parts secured to-, 
_gether by the threaded connection illustrated in the follow­
ing drawings reproduced from this patent: 

4S 

49 

8a, 

44 

Eg:4. 

48 

49 

On separation of these· members the detonating charge· 
may be more easily and safely assembled by placing the· 
-:annular container 41 in position and then screwing down 
the ring 43 until the lower surface of the ring engages the· 
upper edges of the container. The container is filled with 
a detonating material before being put in place between 
the shoulder and the ring. A fuse cap is mounted in the 
bottom surface of the detonator body in position to be con­
tacted by a firing pin. The passages 45 and 46 are prefer-

44955-36-3 
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ably filled with gun cotton or other explosive £or igniting 
the detonating material 42. While several caps and a plu­
rality of passages 45 may be used, it is stated to be preferable 
to have the detonating material fired at a single point so 

·that the detonating waves proceed in opposite directions 
circum:ferentially through the detonating material and im­
pact against each other at a point .diametrically opposite the 
place where the waves started. 

The detonators in figures 3 and 4 are similar to those 
shown in figure 1, except that there is no fuse cap and con­
necting passage. The lower cylindrical portion is made· 
sufficiently short to discharge the detonator when a violent 
blow is struck against the lower end 471, as, £or example, by 
the blow of a rifle bullet. In Figure 4 the screw-threads 49 
are £or attaching a tube on which the detonator body may be 

• mounted. The only part of the detonator shown in figures 
1 and 3 which becomes shattered is the container, which is 
preferably formed of thin copper. 

In figure 5 is illustrated the modification adapted to 
further safeguard the detonator body from breakage. This 
is attained by beveling the ring 43 and the shoulder 50 so 
that the force of the explosive is directed outwardly by the 
inclined surfaces. The space between these inclined surfaces 
and the container is filled with a material such as gutta 
percha or the like, which will be blown to a fine powder. 

XVII 

The claims of patent #1317609 read as follows: 
"1. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device 

comprising a strong resistive body haviµg a shoulder ex­
tending about the same, a container positioned above said 
shoulder and containing detonating material, and a mem­
ber secured about said body and engaging said container 
to hold the same in position, said container being clamped 
between said member and shoulder, substantially as set forth. 

"2. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a strong resistive cylindrical body having a lower 
portion of one diameter and an upper portion of less 
diameter, said portions being connected by an annular 
shoulder, and said upper portion being screw-threaded for 
a portion of its length, an annular container of U-shaped 

,l 
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cross-sectipn positioned above said shoulder and containing 
detonating material, and an internally-threaded ring· 
screwed on the upper portion of said body above said con­
tafoer, said container being held in position when said 
ring is screwed down into position, substantially as set 
forth. 

"3. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a solid strong resistive elongated body, and a thin 
hollow annular container fitted about the outside of the 
same between its ends, and containing detonating material, 
substantially as set forth. 

"4. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a metallic body having a shoulder on the periphery· 
thereof intermediate its ends, and a hollow annular con­
tainer seated above said shoulder containing detonating ma­
terial, the metal under said shoulder being sufficiently mas­
sive and the proportions of said metallic body being so 
chosen with relation to the dimensions of said container, 
that explosion of fulminate of mercury or detonating mate­
rial of like power in said container will not shatter said 
shoulder or other portions of said metallic body, substan­
tially as set forth. 

"5. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a strong resistive elongated ·body, a hollow annular· 
container fitted about the outside of the same between its 
ends and containing detonating material, and means for 
holding said container in position, the detonator being so 
arranged that said detonating material may be exploded 
by percussion at one end of the detonator, substantially as 
set forth. 

"6. A detonator for ·a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a solid elongated body, a container fitted about the 
same between its ends and containing detonating material, 
and a single fuse cap at one end of the said body, connected 
to a single point on said container by a passageway through 
said body, substantially as set forth. 

"7. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising an elongated body having a recess formed around' 
the periphery of the same intermediate the ends, a con­
tainer fitted in said recess containing detonating material, 
and a single fuse cap at one end of the body, connected to 
a single point on said container by a passageway through 
said body, substantially as set forth. 

"8. A detonator for a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a strong resistive elongated body having detonating· 
material extending entirely aroµnd the same in a belt inter­
mediate its ends, and a fuse cap at the centra~ portion of 
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,one end of the body, connected to a single point on the belt 
o:£ detonating material by a passageway through said body, 
.substantially as set forth. 

"9. A detonator :£or a bomb or other explosive device com­
prising a strong resistive body having a shoulder extending 
about the same, a container positioned above said shoulder' 
and containing detonating material, a resistive member se­
,cured about said body~ above said container, and having an 
-upwardly and outwarctly slanting lower surface, and filling 
material .of a nature such that it will not be broken into 
.sharp hard fragments by explosion of said detonating ma­
.terial, interposed between said resistive member and said 
container, substantially as set forth. 

"10. A detonator :£or a bomb or other explosive device 
,eomprising a strong resistive body having a downwardly 
.and outward~y sloping shoulder extending about the same, 
.a container .positioned above said shoulder with :filling ma­
terial, of a nature such that it will not be; ,broken into sharp 
hard fragments by explosion of said detonating material, 
interposed between said container and shoulder, and means 
.above said container :£or pressing downwardly on the same, 
.substantially as set forth." 

XVIII 

During prosecution o:£ the application on this Barlow in­
vention in the Patent Office, the examiner cited only one 
prior patent, namely, Merriam #431379, to show annular 
detonator containers. 

The file wrapper of patent #1317609 shows that a notice 
was sent January 9, 1918, to the plaintiff advising him 
that this application would be held up during the war and 
that the invention must be kept secret under the Trading 
·:with the Enemy Act of October 6, 1917. 

XIX 

Patent in suit #1317610 

This invention relates to an improved booster construc­
·tion :£or use in various forms o:£ explosive shell in which 
the booster charge is to be fired by the explosion of a deto-
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nator and is in turn to detonate the main explosive charge 
of the shell. The object of the invention is to improve the 
details of construction of such devices in order that the same 
mU:y be more economically and efficiently manufactured 
and assembled. The drawing of this patent is here re­
produced: 

Hg.-.J, 
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Figure 1 shows one embodiment of the invention, while 
figure 3 illustrates another form. The main frame 1 is 
preferably a metallic casting having upper and lower tubu­
lar portions 2 and 3 provided with annular flange portions 
4 and 5 connected by integral vertical ribs 6. The booster 
charge 8 is located between the ribs, outside of the thin 
brass tube '7, which is fitted within the frame bore, and 
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inside of the outer tube 9. Tube 9 abuts shoulder 10 and 
has its lower edge peened over at 11. The frame at the top 
is shaped to form an annular edge portion 13 threaded for 
,engagement with the ring 15. Ring 15 is given an appro­
priate slant to rest in contact with the inner surface of the 
-casing in which the device is mounted. The annular por­
tions 4 and 5 are indicated as being sufficiently massive to 
.resist rupture when the booster charge is exploded. It is 
.suggested by the patentee that the closure effected by the 
portions 4, 12, and 15 in figure 1 should be sufficiently strong 
to resist rupture in case the detonator is accidentally ex­
ploded when held in position ab_ove the booster. 

xx 
The claims in suit of patent #1317610 read as follows: 

"1. A booster construction for explosive shells, comprising 
:a frame having upper and lower tubular portions with an­
·nular portions extending outwardly from the lower and 
upper ends respectively of said upper and lower portions, 
.and radial ribs extending between said annular portions, and 
tubular members fitted around and within said ribs. 

"2. A booster construction for explosive shells, compris­
ing a skeleton .frame having upper and lower portions ex­
tending outwardly from a cylindrical bore, and peripherally 
.spaced ribs extending between said portions, and means for 
retaining an explosive charge within the spaces between said 
ribs. 

"3. A booster construction for explosive shells, comprising 
.a skeleton frame having upper and lower portions extending 
outwardly from a cylindrical bore, and peripherally spaced 
ribs extending between said portions, a tube fitted within 
the bore of the frame, and a closure extending around the 
•outer edges of said ribs, one of said outwardly extendiJ).g 
portions being constructed for attachment to the casing of 
.the shell. 

"4. A booster construction for explosive shells, comprising 
·a skeleton frame having upper and lower portions extend­
ing outwardly from a cylindrical bore, and peripherally 
spaced ribs extending between said portions, and a closure 
for the outer sides of the spaces between said ribs, and an 
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annular extension for one 0£ said outwardly extending por­
tions, adapted, with said booster frame, to form a closure 
across the -casing of a shell in which it is mounted. 

"5. A booster construction £or explosive shells, comprising 
a skeleton frame having upper and lower portions extending 
outwardly from a cylindrical bore, with pockets £or a booster 
charge between said portions, one 0£ said outwardly extend­
mg portions having an extension with a peripheral flange 
adapted, with said booster frame, to form a closure across 
the casino- of a shell in which it is mounted. 

"6. A booster construction for explosive shells, compris­
ing a skeleton frame having upper and lower portions ex­
tending outwardly from a cylindrical bore, and peripherally 
spaced ribs extending between said portions, and a closure 
for the outer sides of the spaces between said ribs, said upper 
portion extending outwardly beyond said closure, and hav­
ing-a screw-threaded periphery, and a ring screwed on said 
periphery, and having an outwardly extending annular 
fiange, adapted to be inserted in the outer casing 0£ a shell 
:in which the device may be mounted." 

XXI 

The application which matured into patent :f:l:1317'610 was 
allowed as filed without the citation of any re£erences by 
the examiner. The file wrapper 0£ this patent shows that 
the secrecy notice was sent to plaintiff May 24, 1918. 

XXII 

Patent in suit :f:1:1317611 

This invention relates to improvements on the construc­
tion described and claimed in plaintiff's prior application 
serial number 195187' filed October 6, 1917', which has eventu­
ated into patent :f:f:1317610. 

Under the invention of :f:f:1317611 the booster frame is 
• made heavier and stronger than the structure 0£ the prior 
patent and the outer tube 9 screw-threaded onto the booster 
frame so that the tube 9 may better transmit stresses from 
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the upper annular portion 4 to the lower such portion 5,. 
as shown in the patent drawing inserted herewith: 

As shown in the drawing, the booster :frame has upper­
and lower annular portions 4 and 5 extending outwardly 
from the cylindrical bore 1, peripherally spaced ribs 6 ex­
tending between said portions, and a rigid tubular member>· 
:fitted around the outside of said annular portions and said. 
ribs, said member 9 being secured to the upper annular por­
tion by being screw-threaded thereto and having its lower· 
edge curved inwardly ,at 11 to form a sustaining flange be­
neath and in close contact with the lower surface of said 
lower annular portion. The :firing plug 13 is screw-threaded. 
within the lower end! of the bore below the end of the thin 
tube 1. 
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XXIII 

The claims of patent #1317611 read as follows: 

"1. A booster construction for explosive shells, compris­
ing a skeleton :frame having upper and lower annular por­
tions extending outwardly from a cylindrical bore, peripher­
:ally spaced ribs extending between said portions, and a rigid 
tubular member fitted around the outside of said annular 
portions and said ribs, said member being secured: to said 
upper annular portion bY' being screw-threaded thereto, and 
having its lower edge curved inwardly to form a sustaining 
flange beneath and in close con.tact with the lower surface 
of said lower annular portion. 

"2. A booster construction for explosive shells, comprising 
a skeleton frame having upper and lower annular portions 
extending outwardly from a cylindrical bore, peripherally 
spaced ribs extending between said portions, and a rigid tu­
"bular member fitted around the outside of said annular por­
tions and said -ribs, said member being secured to said frame 
in such manner as to make a rigid c<;>nnection between said 
upper and lower annular portions. 

"3. A booster construction for explosive shells, comprising 
·a skeleton frame having upper and lower annular portions 
·extending outwardly from a cylindrical bore, peripherally 
·spaced r1bs extending between said portions, and a rigid 
tubular member fitted around the outside of said annular 
portions and said ribs, said member being secured to said 
upper annular portion by being screw-threaded thereto, and 
being secured to said lower annular portion to sustain the 
-same. 

"4. A booster construction for explosive shells, compris­
ing a skeleton frame having upper and lower annular por­
tions extending outwardly from a cylindric!l,l bore, peripher­
ally spaced ribs extending between said portions, a thin tube. 
fitted within the bore of the frame, a firing plug screw­
threaded within the lower end of the bore of said lower 
annular portion below the end of said thin tube, and' a rigid 
tubular member fitted around the outside or said annular 
portions and said ribs, said member being rigidly secured 
to said upper annular portion, and flanged at its lower end 
into sustaining contact with said lower annular portion." 

XXIV 

The file wrapper of patent #1317611 shows that the claims 
in this case were allowed as filed without the citation of any 

44955-86-4 
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reference by the examiner. The usual secrecy notice to the· 
plaintiff was dated April 20, 1918. 

XXV 

Patent in suit #1317612 

This patent relates to a form of bomb construction in· 
which the detonator of the bomb is normally located to the 
re.ar of the explosive chamber in a "safe" position, the bomb. 
being provided with a mechanism operated from the exterior 
of the bomb to release the detonator from this position when. 
the bomb is dropped. 

More specifically the invention relates to a form of con­
struction by means of which the openings in the bomb, 
through which the release mechanism extends to the interior 
are rendered waterproof and weatherproof. 

As shown in the accompanying drawing from the patent, 
the detonator element. 4 is located: at the rear end of the-

12 
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guiding tube 5 and is maintained in this position by a pin 
10 which extends through the opposite walls of the rear end 
of the bomb to the exterior surfaces thereof; this pin is un­
der a constant bias by a spring 13 in such manner as to tend 
to withdraw the pin and release the detonator. The with­
drawal of the pin by the spring· is normally prevented by ai 

wire 15 passing through a hole in the pin at its end oppo.site 
the spring. Two soft compressible circular packing gaskets 
and washers are provided, one on each end of the pin adja­
cent the pin orifices. By virtue of such a combination of ele­
ments, the spring member not only possesses the function 
of withdrawing the pin when the release wire frees the same, 
but also functionally cooperates, because of its constant ·pres­
sure on the pin, to tightly compress the gasket.s, thus caus­
ing them to snugly fit about the pin and· thus :form a water­
proof joint. By this :form of construction, when the release 
wire is removed from the pin, pressure is automatically re­
moved from the gaskets, thus causing them to loosen on the 
pin and at the .same time the spring withdraws the pin from 
the detonator rendering the same free :for movement in the 
guide tube into juxtaposition with the booster charge. 

XXVI 

The claims in the patent in suit #1317612 read as follows:· 

"1. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing, 
a detonator therein, a pin adapted to extend with a sliding 
.fit through openings in the opposite walls of said casi:µg,. 
and through a portion of said detonator, to normally 
suspend the latter, said pin having an abutment at one end, 
tran.sversely extending holding means, adapted to be with­
drawn when the bomb is launched, mounted at the other 
end of the pin, packing material surrounding said pin, be­
tween said holding means and the casing, packing material 
surrounding said pin, positioned against the opposite outer 
wall of the casing, and a spring mounted to continuously 
press said last-named packing material against the casing,. 
and also to press outwardly against said abutment. 

"2. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing, 
a detonator therein, a pin adapted to extend with a sliding 
.fit through openings in the opposite walls of said casing, and 
through a portion of said detonator, said pin having an abut-
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ment at one end, a wire extending through an opening at the 
other end of the pin, adapted to be withdrawn when the 
bomb is launched, packing material between said wire and 
casing, packing material positioned against the outer side of 
the opposite casing wall, about the opening therein, and 
means for constantly and resiliently pressing said last-named 
packing material against the casing, and said abutment in 
the opposite direction. 

"3. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing, 
a detonator therein, a pin adapted to extend with a sliding 
fit through opposite lateral walls of said casin&, adjacent the 
rear end thereof, and through a portion of said detonator, to 
normally suspend the latter, said pin having an abutment at 
one end and a transverse opening; adjacent the other end, a 
connection extending through said opening, adapted to be 
withdrawn when the bomb is launched, o-askets of packing 
material surrounding said pin, positionea'. against the outer 
walls of the casing, ·a washer interposed between one of said 
gaskets and said connection, a washer positioned against the 
outer surface of the other gasket, and a spiral spring sur­
rounding said pin between, and exerting pressure upon, said 
last-named washer and said abutment. 

"4. In a ~omb or like body, the combination of a casing, 
a member held therein, a pin adapted to extend with a slid­
ing fit through openings in the opposite walls of said casing, 
and slidably holding said member, said pin having an abut­
ment at one end, transversely extending holding means, 
adapted to be withdrawn when the bomb is launched, 
mounted at the other end of the pin, packing material sur­
rounding said pin, between said holding means and casing, 
packing material surrounding said pin, positioned against 
the opposite outer wall of the casing, and a spring mounted 
fo continuously press said last named packing material 
against the casing, and also to press outwardly against said 
abutment." 

XXVII 

The file wrapper shows that patent ,#1317612 was allowed 
as filed, without the citation of ahy prior art references. The 
secrecy notice was mailed to plaintiff on April 22, 1918, at 
the same time that there was given him a notice that the 
claims were allowable. 
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XXVIII 

Patent in suit #1318955 

This patent relates to a bomb construction together with 
means :for releasing the bomb from an aircraft. Figure 1 of 
the patent drawing is reproduced herewith: 

.-, ' I 
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,:1. 

The invention relates to a form of bomb disclosed in pat­
ent in suit #1317612 in which a detonator is normally main­
tained in a safe or remote position in the end of a tubular­
guide member through which it is intended to move into a 
position adjacent the booster charge upon release of the deto­
nator. As described in detail in finding XXV relative to the 
patent in suit #1317612, the detonator is held in position by 
a pin which is ejected by a spring; a wire through the end 
of the pin normally prevents this ejection. 

As disclosed in figure 1 of the present patent, the bomb is 
suspended in a horizontal position by means of a strap 
member surrounding the same at the approximate center of 
gravity of the bomb. When this strap member is released 
by the removal 0£ a pin or member the bomb drops away 
from the airplane and assumes its flight toward the objec­
tive. The release wire for the detonator is carried along the 
outer surface or the contour o:f the bomb from the pin at 
the rear end thereof to a cleat member through which the· 
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wire is curved upwardly at a point also approximately at 
the center of gravity of the bomb. This wire after curving 
,upwardly is fastened to the airplane. 

When the suspending strap member is released and. the 
homb :falls, a pull is transmitted to the wire for the purpose 
of releasing the detonator release pin. Due to the specific 
.arrangement and location of the curved cleat at the ap­
proximate center of gravity, the pull thus imparted to the 
release wire will not disturb the horizontal position of the 
bomb and thus will not tend to deflect it from its proper 
trajectory. 

XXIX 

The claims in suit in patent :f:f:1318955 include the 
following: 

"1. In a drop bomb, the combination of a casing, having 
an explosive chamber, a detonator, a pin adapted to extend 
with a sliding fit through opposite lateral walls of said 
casing, adjacent the rear end thereof, and through a portion 
of said detonator, to normally hold the latter to the rear of 
said chamber, a wire having .one end portion extending 
through an openiri~ at one end of said pin, a cleat on the 
outer surface of said casing, in alinement with the opening 
through said pin, situated at approximately the center of 
gravity of the bomb, said wire extending from the pin 
through said cleat, and being adapted to be secured above 
the cleat to an element of an aeroplane, when the bomb is 
suspended horizontally, and spring means to withdraw the 
pin from the detonator when said wire is withdrawn from 
:said pin. 

"2. In a drop bomb, the combination of a casing, a mov­
:able element therein, a pin extending with -a sliding fit 
through opposite walls of said .. casing and through said ele­
ment, spring means tending to withdraw the same, a wire 
having one end portion extend through an opening at one 
,end of the pin, a cleat on the outer surface of said casing, at 
the intermediate section thereof, in alinement with the open­
ing in said pin, and releasable means holding the bomb hori­
:zontally below an aeroplane, said wire extending through 
said cleat -and curving upwardly to a fixed connection with . 
,an element of the aeroplane. 

"3. In a drop bomb, the combination of a casing, a mov­
:able member extending therefrom, a cleat on the outer sur-
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{ace of said casing, situated in a,pproximately the plane of 
the center of gravity of the bomb, when the latter is 
.suspended horizontally, and a :flexible wire for releasably 
holding said member, extending through said cleat and 
,adapted to be secured above said cleat to an element of an 
aeroplane, said wire being arranged to be withdrawn from 
.said member by lengthwise pull thereon." 

XXX 

The file wrapper o:f #1318955 shows that the following 
_prior art patents were cited against this invention : 

British Bradley #11954: of 1916; 
Machenbach #1101136; 
Deubler #980215; 
Deubler #1058563. 
Original claim 1 as filed read as follows : 
"In a drop bomb, the combination of a casing, having an 

,explosive chamber~ a detonator, a pin adapted to extend 
with a sliding fit through opposite lateral walls of said 
.casing, adjacent the rear end thereof, and through a por­
,tion of said detonator, to normally hold the latter to the. 
rear of said chamber, a wire having one end portion ex­
.tending through an opening at one end of said pin, said 
wire extending lengthwise of said casing along the outer 
surface thereof, the other end of said wire bemg secured 
to an element of an aeroplane, so that said wire will be auto­
_matically withdrawn from said opening when the bomb is 
dropped from the aeroplane, and a spring arranged to act 
upon said pin, adjacent the other end thereof, to withdraw 
the same from said detonator when said wire is withdrawn 
from said pin." 

This claim was rejected on Machenbach #1101136 in view 
,of the British patent to Bradley #11954: of 1916, the ex­
<aminer saying that "It is not believed that invention would 
be involved in attaching the wire 15 of Machenbach to the 
,rifle, in view of the showing of Bradley, thereby giving sub­
.stantially the device claimed in claim 1." This claim was 
,canceled without appeal. 

The secrecy notice was mailed to the plaintiff by the 
,Patent Office on July 10, 1918. 
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XXXI 

Patent in suit #1318956 

The features of the invention covered by this patent in.­
elude an air check incorporated in the structure of the slid­
ing tube through which the detonator moves from a "safe"' 
position at the rear of the bomb to a firing position ad-· 
jacent the booster charge. This air check is obtained by 
constricting the portion of the tubular guiding member be-· 
tween the "safe" position of the detonator and the armed 
position so that the detonator in falling or in moving 
through the tubular guide encounters an air cushion of in­
creasing resistance as it moves toward the armed position .. 
This is for the purpose of preventing the detonator from 
exploding if the bomb be dropped when the airplane is too­
near the ground. 

The second feature of the invention relates to a suspen­
sion of the booster which is suspended at the rear of the· 
forward casing by a periphery, rear extension resting on 
the rear edge of the forwar-d casing of the member as shown 
in figure 4 of the drawings of the patent in suit which are­
illustrated on the following page. 

This ring extension 28 threaded to the booster framer 
member, is shaped to provide a rearwardly extending seat 
of reduced diameter for receiving the rear casing member 
5. Screws 29 or their equivalent secure the parts together· 
to form a complete casing of streamline shape with the 
forward edge of the rear casing member engaging against 
the rear surface of said ring extension or peripheral 
flange 30. 

The rear casing member 5 has outwardly extending stabi­
lizing vanes 6 which extend forwardly of the front edges. 
of the rear casing member. Threaded lugs 37 and screws 
secure the forwardly extending portions of said vanes to 
the forward casing member 1 with the rear casing member 
in alinement with the forward casing member, sai'd mem­
bers ibeing firmly secured together so that the additional 



support for the stabilizing vanes makes for a strong con­
struction. 

44955-36-5 
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XXXII 

The claims in suit read as follows: 
:"1. In a drop bomb, the combination of a casing having 

an explosive chamber, a detonator, means normally holding 
said detonator in the casing to the rear of said chamber, 
spring means constantly tending to free said detonator from 
said holding means, and permit _the same to move toward 
said chamber, said spring means being adapted to be re­
strained until the bomb is launched, means for firing said 
detonator at a point in its forward movement in the casing, 
and an air-check device for retarding the movement of said 
detonator into the proximity of said firing means. 

"2. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing 
having an explosive chamber, a detonator, means adapted 
to normally suspend said detonator in the casing to. the 
rear of said chamber, means for breaking the suspending 
connection of said detonator, means for firing said detonator 
at a point in its forward movement in the casing, and an 
air check device for retarding the movement of said det­
onator into the proximity of said firing means. 

"3. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing 
having an explosive chamber, a detonator, means adapted to 
normally suspend said detonator in the casing to the rear of 
said chamber, means for breaking the suspending connec­
tion of said detonator, a tube for guiding said detonator 
fr<;>m its point o~ suspension to its firing :po~itioni said tube 
bemg closed at its forward end and havmg a diameter at 
its forward portion only slightly larger than that of said 
detonator, and a larger diameter at its rear portion, and a 
firing pin at the forward end of said tube. 

"4. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing 
having an explosive chamber, a booster mounted therein, a 
tube extending from the interior of said booster to the rear 
of said chamber, and a detonator normally mounted in the 
rear portion of said tube, and adapted to drop when the 
bomb or like body is launched, said tube having a diameter 
at its forward portion only slightly larger than that of said 
detonator, and a larger diameter at its rear portion, and 
being dosed at its forward end. 

"5. In a drop bomb, the combination of a hollow forward 
casing member containing an explosive chamber and open 
at the rear, a hollow rear casing member open at the front, 
a booster suspended in the rear of said chamber and having 
a peripheral ring extension resting on the rear edge of said 
forward casing member, said extension being formed to pro­
vide a rearwardly extending seat of reduced diameter for 
said rear casing member, and means for secur~ng said• parts 
together to form a complete casing of stream-line form, with 



35 

the forward edge of said rear casing member engaging 
against the rear surface of said ring extension, and fitting 
about said seat on said extension. 

"7. In a bomb• or iike body, the combination! of a forwll,rd 
casing member rontaining an explosive chamber, a rea:r cas­
ing member having outwardly extending stabilizing van~ 
extending forwardly of its front edges, and means for secur,.. 
ing the forwardly ex¼nding portions of said vanes to· said 
:forward casing member with said rear casing membe:r· in 
alinement with said forward casing member, said members. 

! being firmly secured together by said securing means. . .·. 
"8. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a hqllow 

:forward casing member, containing an explosive cham~f 
and open at the rear, a ring secured within the rear end of 
said member, having ,a screw-th,readed bore, and a :frame 
screw-threaded into said ring to extend into said explosive 
chamber, containing a detonator-guiding tube, closed at its 
forward end, said frame and ring constituting a clqsure for 
said explosive chamber, said tube havin()" an extension ex­
tending rearwardly from the rear edge of said casing mem­
ber, a hollow rear casing member, operu at the front, and 
means for securing said rear casing member directly to said • 
forward casing member1 in engagement with said ring and. 
in alinement with said rorward casing member. 

"9. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a hollow 
forward casing member, conta.ining an explosive chamber 
and open at the rear, a ring secured within the rear end of 
said member, having a screw-threaded bore, a frame screw­
threaded into said ring to extend into said chamber, con­
t~ining a detonator-guiding tube, closed at its :forward end, 
said frame and ring constituting a closure :for said chamber, 
a guiding tube extending rearwardly from said frame as an 
extension of said first-named tube, a hollow rear casing mem­
ber open at the front, adapted to be secured in alinement 
with said forward casing member, and a detonator remov­
ably suspended in the rear of said rear casing member from 
the walls thereof and inserted within the rear end of said 
removable guiding tube when the parts are all assembled. 

"10. In a drop bomb, the combination of a hollow forward 
casing member containing an explosive chamber and open at 
the rear; a hollow rear -casing member open at the front, a 
closure :for said chamber having an edge portion engaged by 
the alined rear edge of the forward casing member and for­
ward edge of the rear casing member, the joint thus formed 
beins- sealed, _said rear casing member h_aving _outwar?Iy ex­
telidmg portions, and means for securmg said portions to 
the :forward· casing member to secure said members together. 

"n, In a bomb or like body, the combi11atio11 of a forward 
casing member containing an explosive chamber and open at 



th:e· rtiar-, a rear, casing member; a cl0sure for· srui.d chamber,.. 
h:~viil-g an edge-p0rtion,exten~int··~etween•~~e-rea;r ~dg~•of' 
sa.1d forward member and• the torward" edg~ of sa;1d reaT· 
m.em.ber,- the.joint thus formed! being sealed;- said rear cas­
ing, member having outwardly e-xten<l.ing· portions, and 
:mea-ns for secudng- said portions to· the· forward" casing, 
rµember,to seem~ said membeFs together, 

"iJ..2.• In a bomb' or,, like- body, the.,combihatio~ of a holl0w 
for,warrd- casing membel' containing an• explosive· chamber, 
a,,c.losure for said chamber secured •within the rear of said· 
member, a-tube extending rear:wardly from -said cl0sure mem­
her,; se<mred- thereto, and leading·ii1to· said chamber, a hol­
low rear· casing member, secured, to said forward casing· 
member, a, detonator normaHy suspended in said tube with-, 
its. reair poFtion: e:x:tending rearwardly therefrom, and a pih 
sli:dably extending through the walls of said rear casing 
member, and• the extensi0h of said detonator to the rear· of 
safol tub&. 

."13· .. In a bomb or, like body, the combination of a hollow 
rear -casing member· open: at the- front, h'aving stabilizing· 
vanes-extending outwardly-therefrom- and forwardly beyond 
the forw31rd· • edge .of the member, adapted to· be· secured to· 
a,. forward casing member, a detonator, a pin, slidably ex­
tending through the· walls of said rear casing member and 
a- poFtion o:il said detonator, mea,ns· removably holding said 
pjii in. position, and spring• means tending-to eject said pin~"-

XXXHI 

References cited. by the examiner during the prosecution--
of '.this invention in the Patent Office include: 

Machenbach :f:f:1142827, and 
Coleman :f:f:1216078. 
In· the parent application the examiner also cited­
Machenbach:f:f: 1101136; 
French patent to Baldo :f:f:17949 o:f December 19, 1913;· 

United· States patent to Pratt :f:f:388787, and Bl'itish patent­
to. Bradley #11954 .of 1915. 

OFiginal claims 5, 6; 8,. and 11 of application• serial num-. 
ber- 236916 were rejected by the examiner on Machenbacb: 
#-1142827. These claims read as follows: 

"5. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a casing·· 
member containing an explosive chamber and open at the 
:rear, a, booster suspended in the rear of said chamber, and 
hav.ing a peripheral extension resting on the rear edge of­
sacid casing member, a rear casing member open -at the front· 
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~and having its front edge contacting with said peripµeral 
,extension, .and means for securing said members fixedly 
together. . 

"6. In a •• bomb or like body, the combination o:f a for­
ward casirrg ·member containing an explosive chamber and 
,open at the rear, a diaphragm member :for closing said 
chamber, having a flange portion resting on the rear edge 
o:f said casing member and having a central :forwardly ex­
tending detonator guide, dosed at its forward end, and a • 

.rear casing member having a forward edge adapted to con-
•• tact with said flange portion, and adapted to form with said 
forward casing member a complete casing. 

"8. In a bomb or like body, the combination o:f a hollow 
:forward casing member, containing an explosive chambbr 
.and open at the rear, and a combined closure member and 
booster secured at the rear end o:f the same, the booster pot­

~tion of saiid last-named member extending forwardly into 
.the explosive chamber., .and said last-named member having 
a rearwardly extending axial .tubular extension integri,tl 
,therewith. . . 

"11. In a bomb or like body, the combination of a :for­
ward casing member containing an explosive chamber and 
open at the rear, a rear casing member, a ·closure for said 
chamber secured to the rear portion of said forward ·mem­
oer, means for securing said casing members together, and 
a detonator guiding means extending rearwardly in sa,,id 
rear member from said closure." 

The secrecy order was mailed plaintiff in .this application 
:-.on ;July 10, 1918. 

XXXIV 

Subsequent to,May 27, 1918, and also subsequent to Octo­
:ber 14, 1919, and prior to the fil~g of the petition in th.is 
.case, certain aerial bombs were made by or caused to be n}ade 
for the United .States _Government by others than the 

:Marlin-Rockwell Corporation and used by or caused tp .•be 
,used by the defenda,.nt. 

Xhe,co:µstmction of these bombs is illustrated in the· at­
;;t;ached drawi:o.g. 

This bomb comprised a forward casing 1 provided with a 
'.head 2, an intermediate casing 3 and,a rear casing 4. 13e­
tween the intermediate and rear casings was a metal ring -5 
:fastened and sealed by an acetylene weld at 6 to the inter­
:mediate casing 3. The rear casing 4 was seated in a cutaway 
.recess at the rear of this ring 5 as shown. Four stabilizers 
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or va.nes 7, each having outwardly-bent lugs 7a, were spot­
welded to the rear casing. The forward ends of these va.nes 
projected beyond the rear edge of intermediate casing 3 arid 
were secured to casing 3 by being bolted to lugs 8 secured 
on the exterior of the intermediate casing as indicated. 

The booster constructio~ was as follows : The annular head 
11, provided with an exteriorly threaded extension 11a, 
screwed into the interior threads on the ring 5, with the 
flange Ub a~ainst the ring 5 as shown. Carried by the tubu­
lar extension 10 from the head 11 was an annular exteriorly­
screw-threaded portion 12. An annular portion 13 was 
spaced from the part 12 by four radial ribs 15 as more 
clearly indicated in the transverse sectional view; 20 is an 
interior tube; 16 is a rigid metallic sleeve screw-threaded to 
the exterior of the part 12 as indicated and having an in­
turned flange 17 and forming an exterior closure for the 
booster charge indicated by the stippling; 18 is a screw­
threaded plug closing the end of the tube and provided with 
a firing pin 19. 

The diameter of the tube 20 was slightly greater at its 
right or open end than at the left or closed end. The guide 
tube 21 was removably screw-threaded on the interior of the 
part 11 as indicated at 14 and forms. an extension of the 
right or open end of the tube 20. 

The detonator was constructed as follows: The metal body 
22 was provided with a cutaway shoulder on which was lo­
cated a ring 23 of gutta percha or similar material. On this 
was located a metal annulus 24, U-shaped in cross-section, 
which contained fulminate of mercury or other explosive. 
A.hove this was a ring 25 of gutta percha or similar material, 
generally triangular in cross-section. A. heavy interiorly 
screw-threaded metal sleeve 26, with a conical lower end was 
screw-threaded as indicated upon the screw-threaded exten­
sion 27 so as to hold the parts in position. The body 22 of 
the detonator was hollowed out in the center to receive the 
primer 28 and powder charge and had a _single lateral hole 
22a as indicated. The exterior • diameter of the detonator 
body was very slightly less than that of the lower end of the 
tube 20. 

'The detonator-holding and release mechanism was as fol­
lows : A. pin 29 passed loosely through holes in the rear of 
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the casing 4 and through a hole in part 27 of the detonator, 
as indicated. The arming wire 30 normally held the pin 
from retraction by the coil compression spring 31. Between 
the spring and the casing was a washer and waterproofing 
gasket indicated generically by 32, the gasket being seated 
on the casing. On the opposite side of the casing was a simi­
lar washer a.nd gasket indicated by 33. The spring 31 ex­
erted its pressure outwardly against the head 34 on the pin, 

The flexible arming wire 30 passed loosely through an 
"arming wire guide', 35 fastened to the exterior of the in­
termediate casing 3 at a predetermined distance from the 
front end of the bomb depending upon the type, size, and 
manner of attachment of the bomb to the aeroplane, some­
times substantially at the plane of the center of gravity 
of the bomb when loaded. The arming wire either passed 
through the guide as indicated in dotted lines, or ( if the 
bomb was held in horizontal position on an aeroplane) could 
be passed through the guide as indicated by the dot-and­
dash lines at 30"'. 

The main charge of high explosives was held within the 
chamber formed by the casing members 1 and 3. 

In use, the bomb was sometimes carried vertically on the 
airship, suspended by its head, and sometimes horizontally 
with its head forward, and was releasably held. In either 
case the end of the wire 30 was fastened to the airship so 
that when the bomb was dropped the wire would automat­
ically pull out of the hole in pin 29 and through guide 35. 
This released the pin 29 which was then ejected by the 
spring 31, thus freeing the detonator. 

When the bomb struck on its head, the primer 28 of the 
detonator struck the firing pin 19 and fired the primer which 
ignited the black powder charge in the central aperture in 
the detonator., which exploded the fulminate in the annulus 
24 which detonated the TNT or other charge in the booster 
and this in turn detonated the main charge-not shown-( 0£ 

TNT usually) in the bomb casings 1 and 3. 

XXXV 

The terminology of all of the claims in patents in suit 
numbers 1317609, 1317610, 1317611, and 1317612, is found 
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to apply to the Government structure set forth in· finding 
XXXIV. 

The terminology of all of the claims of patent in suit 
number 1318955 is found to apply to the Government struc­
ture in ·all instances in which the bomb was suspended in• 
a horizontal position under the aircraft. 

The terminology of all of the claims in patent in suit 
number 1318956, with the exception of claim 6, is found 
to apply to the Government structure. 

XXXVI 

At the time the Marlin-Rockwell -Corporation and the 
Government entered into the license agreement as set forth 
in finding X, neither of the Barlow applications, specified 
therein and forming a part of this agreement, had ma­
tured into patents. They were still in application form, 
and while claims had been allowed, the opportunity of £ors. 
feiture and subsequent renewal, or o:f filing divisional or 
continuation applications, still existed .and no complete pat~ 
ent monopoly was therefore in existence. 

The following :features exist in common as disclosed in 
the Ba,rlow patents numbers 1322083 ,and 13117608 which 
matured from the application :forming the basis of the afore­
said license agreement; the six Barlow patents in suit·; and 
the alleged infringing ,bomb structure as described in find­
ing XXXIV: 

(a) An aircndt bomb with the booster charge located' 
within or adjacent the main explosion charge, which 'booster 
charge is annularly located about a central guide tu:be; 
member in which a detonator moves from a rear safety .po­
sition into ia firing :position inside of and in contiguity with 
the booster charge; 

(:b) A detonator -construction comprising an elongated· 
body adapted for slidable movement in the aforementioned 
guide tube, the detonator carryJng detonating material in' 
an annular pocket formed on its periphery immediate its 
end and carrying a £use cap at .one end connected with said 
detonating material by a passageway; 

• (,c) Means :£or automatically arming an aircraft bomb 
suspeilded. m. ,a horizontal position beneath the. aitcra-ft-·ani 
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releasable :from said ar:ming means including a flexible cord 
or equivalent element extending :from the detonator detain­
ing mechanism located within the bomb to a focation on the 
aircraft adjacent the center of gravity of tlie bomb so that 
when the bomb is released the detaining means for the det­
onator will be automa.tica.lly released and the detonator will 
be capable of movement into proximity with t-hc booster 
charge. 

XXXVII 

Article 10 of the contract between the Marlin-Rockwell 
Corporation and the Chief of Ordnance, dated April 3, 1917, 
which forms plaintiff's exhibit 19, provided as follows: 

"Article 10. If any doubts or disputes shall arise as to the 
meaning of anything in this contract, the matter shall be 
referred to the Chief of Ordnance, United States Army, for 
determination. ];£, ho,vever, the contractor shall feel 
aggrieved at any decision of the Chief of Ordnance, he shall 
have the right to submit the same to the Secretary of War, 
whose decision shall be final." 

A search of the files of the War Department and a search 
by the plaintiff's attorney of such files as are available to 
him, do not disclose any record that the question of license 
on the part of the United States to use the inventions covered 
by the patents in suit was ever raised by either party in con­
nection with the aforesaid contract or that this question was 
ever submitted to the Chief of Ordnance or the Secretary 
of War for determination; or that any consideration was 
ever paid by the Government to the Marlin-Rockwell Cor­
poration for the privilege of having manufactured or using 
the alleged infringing bomb manufactured by others than 
the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation, which bomb structure is 
described in finding XXXIV. 

XXXVIII 

The following prior a.rt patents were available to the pub­
lic more than two year.s prior to the issuance of any of the 
patents in suit. 

British patent to W. G. Armstrong, #11835 of 1914 (de­
fen~ant's exhibit 53). • 

44955-3n--:-6 
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British patent to Frederick M. Hale, #11394 of 1913 
(.defendant's exhibit 54). 

British patent to Sir Hiram Stevens Maxim, #'ttl 4 of 
1911 ( defendant's exhibit 55). 

United States patent to Hudson Maxim et al., :f:1:549072, 
issued October 29, 1895 (defendant's exhibit 56). 

United States patent to Louis Gathmann, #734697, is.sued. 
July 11, 1903 ( defendant's exhibit 57). 

United States patent to J. B. Semple, #1172636, issued 
February 22, 1916 ( defendant's exhibit 58). 

United States patent to H. P .. Merriam,• :f:l:431379, issued 
July 1, 1891 ( defendant's exhibit 59). • 

United States patent to H. Brunswig, :f:l:1042643, issued 
October 29, 1912 ( defendant's exhibit 60). 

United States patent to E. Town.send, :f:1:34602, issued 
March 4, 1862 ( defendant's exhibit 61). 

United States patent to James W. Graydon, ,#382223, 
issued May 1, 1888 ( defendant's exhibit 62). 

United States patent to Stephen H. Emmens, ,#400903, 
issued April 9, 1889 (defendant's exhibit 63). 

United States patent to Harris P. Hurst, #582063, issued 
May 4, 1897 ( defendant's exhibit 64). 

United State.s patent to Francis I. Du Pont, ,#803131, 
issued October 31, 1905 ( defendant's exhibit 65). 

United States patent to Francis I. Du Pont, :f:1:807494, 
issued December 19, 1905 ( defendant's exhibit 66). 

United States patent to J. A. Marker, :f:1:1066130, issued 
July 1, 1913 (defendant's exhibit 67).' 

United States patent to W. S. Isham, # 1188178, issued 
January 20, 1916 (defendant's exhibit 68). 

United States patent to W. M. Gallagher, :f:1:628308, issued 
July 4, 1899 ( defendant's exhibit 69). 

United States patent to R. Machenbach, :f:l:1101136, issued 
June 23, 1~14 (defendant's e:xhibit '70). 

British. patent to Cyril Watsori Bradley, #11954, of 1915 
( defendant't, exhibit 71) . . . 

Unite~ States pa~ent to F. D~uble1:; f#:980215, issued J an.u~ 
ary 3, 1911 ( defendant's exhibit '72). 
. United Stat~s patent to F. Deubler, :f:1:1058563, issued 
April 8, 1913 (defendant's exhibit 73) .. 

British patent to Martin Ellsworth Hall, • :f:1:9961 of 1888 
( defendant's exhibit 74). • • 

f 
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United States patent to H. H. Cummings, #1182839, js­
sued May 9, 1916 ( defendant's exhibit 75). 

United States patent to L. G. Roach, #737964, issued Sep­
tember 1, 1903 ( defendant's exhibit 76). 

United States patent to R. Machenbach, #1142827, issued 
June 15, 1915 ( defendant's exhibit 77). 

United States patent to E. W. Coleman, #1216078, issued 
February 13, 191'7 ( defendant's exhibit 78). 

German patent to Hein and Otto, #206132, issued Decem­
ber 14, 1907 (defendant's exhibit 79). 

British patent to August Danielson, #15941 of 1914 ( de-
fendant's exhibit 80). • 

Copies of these patents as identified by the above exhibit 
numbers are by reference maqe a part of this finding. 

XXXIX 

The general state of the art is disclosed by the following 
three patents: British patent to Armstrong, # 11835 of 1914; 
British patent to Hale, #11395, and British patent to 
Maxim, :f:f:777 4 of 1911. 

(a) The British patent to Armstrong relates to aircraft 
bombs and discloses an outer casing containing a main ex­
plosive charge. A tubular guide member is located length­
wise . of the bomb and is surrounded at its forward end by 
an annular booster charge. The guide member extends to 
the rear of the bomb structure and normally held at the rear. 
end of this tube in a safety position is located a detonator. 
T4e detonator is normally held in this position by means of 
a screw member threaded into a nut which is carried by an 
outer cylinder rotatively mounted on the tube and provided 
with wind vanes. An additional means :for maintaining the 
detonator in its safety position ,comprises a pin inserted 
through. the tube at the rear of the bo.lllb. 

When it is desired to drop the bomb this pin is removed, 
and when the bomb is released th~ wind pressure on the 
vanes causes them to rotate thereby -rotating the outer cyl­
inder. This in turn rotates the nut and retracts the screw 
th~s leaving the detonator free to move forward through 
inertia when the bomb strikes the target. ~ When this occur!: 
the detonator moves forward from its remote or sa.fety posi­
tion into detonating position, in proximity with the booste1 
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charge, and contacts with a firing pin mounted in the for­
ward extremity of the guide tube thus causing explosion of 
the detonator and consequent ignition of the booster charge 
a.nd main charge of the bomb. 

(b) The British patent to Hale relates to aircraft bombs 
and discloses a bomb having an outer casing containing the 
main explosive charge. Immediately to the rear of the main 
explosive charge and adjacent to it, is a, booster charge. 
Extending within the booster charge is a, tube, in the :for­
wa-rd end of which is placed a firing pin. Within the tube 
is housed a spring, usually known as a "creep spring." 
In the rear end of the tube is a detonator, the bottom of 
which rests upon the spring, and which is held from forward 
movement by two balls located in apertures formed in- the 
rear wall of the detonator and extending into depressions 
in the wall of the tube. The balls are held in their position 
by means of a rod extending lengthwise to the rear of the 
tube. One end of the rod is placed between the balls and is 
threaded into the rear end of the tube. Extending rear­
wardly from the tube and surrounding the rod is a cylinder 
to which vanes are attached. As a further means of safety, a 
slide pin is transversely inserted through apertures formed 
in the walls of the tube and the rod. This pin is withdrawn 
before the bomb is released. When the bomb is dropped, the 
action of the air causes the vanes and the cylinder to which 
they are attached to rotate, thereby unscrewing the rod. 
When the rod has been backed out sufficiently, the balls are 
freed and fall inwardly, thus releasing the detonator. Upon 
impact of the bomb, inertia of the detonator compresses the 
spring, and the detonator will thereupon impinge upon the 
firing pin and fire the bomb. 

( c) 'The British patent to Maxim also relates to aircraft 
bombs of the type in which a detonating charge is retained 
in a remote or safety position in a guiding tube until the 
bomb is discharged or released. It discloses a bomb hav­
ing a. main envelope or casing containing the main explosive 
charge. Extending axially through the casing is a tube, 
protruding from the casing for a considerable distance at 
the rear end thereof. At the forward end of the tube and 
the casing is located the firing :mechanism consisting of a 
firing· pin and a primer. The rearwardly ·protruding end of 
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·the tube has stabilizing vanes attached thereto and within 
the .tube is a detonator normally located at its rear end. 
'I~his •bomb was designed -to •be .carried in a horizontal posi­
ti0n u1 a ·bomb r.ack located -at the bottom 0£ an airplane. 
'l'he rack was provided with ~ arm with a bifurcated ,end 

,embracing the firing pin .immediately to the rear of its head. 
There was also attached to the rack a .pin passing through 
apert~es in the ·rear end of the .tube, for • the purpose of 

_prev:enting •the :forward mo:vement of the detonator. When 
the bomb was re~eased the arm was withdrawn from the 
firing pin, thereby freeing the latter and th~ pin was with-
• drawn from the tube, allowing -the detonator to £all through 
the tube into :proximity with the primer. Upon impact the 
:.firing pin is· driven rearwardly, fires the primer, the flash 
from which :fires the detonator, the latter in turn exploding 
the main charge. 

The 3:bove patents disclose as old-and well known to those 
:skilled in the art the ·construction of an aircra£t bomb hav­
ing a guide tube member arranged in the body portion of 
the bombs having the forward end thereo£ surrounded by 
• an annular :booster charge which in turn was surrounded 
,by the main charge together with a detonator capable of 
movement, either through inertia or gravity, from a rear 
safety position in the guide tube into proximity with the 

:booster- charg~. 
The British patent -to Maxim more particularly points 

-out to those skilled in. the art ,that it is old to mainta:µ1 the 
-detonator in a safety position by means of a pin passing 
through •the guide tube nea:rer its ;rear -end which pin is at­
tached to the aircna£t ,and is, therefore, automatically with­
-drawn when the bomb is ,released from the.airer.a-ft. 

NoTE.-For oonvenieMe, the facts fownd in oonneomo·,i 
with the prior .a'rt and defenses raised on the question of 
valirUmJ (Jff.e .'f)'J~esented vn the following fi;n,dings with refer­

. ence to each individual patent in suit. 

XL 

Patent -in suit ;#:1317609 

·More than two years prior to.the .filing qate of the .appli­
•cation which matured into the patent in suit, ,#1317609, the 
:following United States patents had been issued: 
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United States patent to Merriam, #431379. 
United States patent to Brunswig, #1042643. 
( a) The patent to Merriam relates to a shell for high ex­

plosives and discloses a detonating structure to initiate the 
explosion of such a shell. The detonator comprises an elon­
gated cylindrical •body member having an annular groove 
formed in its circumference and adapted to receive the deto­
nating material. The detonator carries a plurality of 
primer caps connected by channels to the detonator charge. 
at a plurality of points. The primer caps are located in 
the interior of the detonator body and are fired by the im-
pact of a plurality of firing pins. • 

The disclosure of this prior art patent di:ff ers from the 
structure disclosed in the Barlow patent in suit #13176091 
and defined by the phraseology of the claims thereof, in that 
it does not show or suggest to the man skilled in the art the 
multiple part construction of a detonator, in which the 
detonating material is carried in a separate annular con­
tainer adapted to be put in place when the detonator is 
assembfod, which features contribute both to ease of pro­
duction ,and safety in assembly of the detonator. 

This Merriam patent was cited by the Patent Office dur­
ing the prosecution of the Barlow application which matureclJ 
into patent in suit #1317609. 

(b) United States patent to Brunswig, #1042643, dis­
closes the method of detonating an explosive charge by pro­
viding a detonating fuse located within the explosive in the• 
form of a loop. 

The method disclosed involves the simultaneous ignition of 
the fuse at both ends so that two detonation waves are pro­
duced which travel toward each. other and meet within the­
body of the explosive. 

With the knowledge and teaching of the Brunswig patent, 
the man skilled in the art could construct the detonator of 
the Merriam patent wth a single firing cap and passageway 
therefrom to the detonating ring. Such a construction· 
would be similar to that defined by the phraseology of claim 
8 of the Barlow patent in suit #1317609, which claim does 
not specify a container for the detonating material, or an 
assembled detonator body of separate parts. 
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XLI 

United States patent to Semple, #1172636, issued Febru­
ary 22, 1916, discloses a detonator and booster charge con­
struction for explosive projectiles of the type intended to be 
fired from rifled guns. The detonator is located to the rear 
of the booster charge and is in fixed relationship with re­
spect -to the same. A passageway filled with detonating 
compound extends from the detonating charge to the booster 
charge, this passageway being normally interrupted by a 
member which is moved from this interrupting position by 
means of the centrifugal force imparted to the projectile 
by the rifling of the gun. 

The det?nating charge is loaded into -a cylindrical con­
tainer. 

This patent does not disclose a detonator construction 
movable from a remote sa.fety position into firing relation­
ship with a booster charge; nor does it disclose a detonator 
structure in which -the detonating compound is loaded into ·a 
container of annular form adapted for assembly into the 
groove of a detonator construction comprising multiple 
assembled parts. 

XLII 

The three Ordnance Department drawings dated, respec­
tively, December 7, 1903, December 24, 1904, and January 51 
• 1905, disclose the conception of a fuse of artillery shells. 
The fuse construction as shown in these drawings has a solid 
elongated cylindrical body containing a booster charge com­
posed of picric •acid. A detonator is located in fixed posi­
tion in the interior of the booster charge and comprises a 
cylinder having a number of circumferential annular grooves. 
separated by collars, this entire structure being integral. 
A detonator charge of fulminate of mercury is inserted into 
the circumferential grooves to the rear of which ·a primer 
cap is shown which is intended to be ignited by a firing pin 
upon impact of the projectile. 

These drawings, defendant's exhibits numbers 46, 47, and 
48, are by reference made a part of this ·finding. 

In the drawings, defendant's exhibits numbers 4.7 and 48,. 
a single passageway is shown leading from the primer cap 
to the first ring of the detonating compound. 
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These drawings do not disclose a detonator construction 
'in which the detonator is adapted :for a sliding movement 
relative to a booster charge or a constr.uction in which ;the 
,detonator is :ma;de of a multiple part construction so that 
the detonating material may .be sepa:rately loaded into a 
container and subsequently assembled upon the detonator 
body. 

No physical embodiment of the structure shown in these 
drawings -has been produced and there is no satisfactory 
-~vidence o:f a reduction to practice of .the conception shown 
in these drawings or that the structure disclosed in these 
drawings was used 'in such a manner as to render tb.e device 
.acce~ible to the public. 

XLIII 

Patent in suit # 1317'610 

(a) United States patent to Townsend, #34602, relates to 
:a projectile adapted to be fired from a gun, and discloses a 
cylindrical shell which contains a charge of shot and powder. 
The shell is provided with :four radial ribs which subdivide 
-the interior thereof into compar.tments, these ribs function­
ing to prevent any displacement of the shot and powder such 
.as would tend, during the flight of the projectile, to change 
-the position of the center of gravity ,of the projectile. 

'(b) United States patent.,to Graydon, #382223, relates to 
ia shell -adapted .to be fired from a gun, and discloses a main 
charge chamber divided into several portions or subchambers 
·by means of transverse divisions made o.f pa,per, :wood, metal, 
or any other desired material. 'rhe 1purpose of ;these divi­
-sions is to .separate the ,charge into several distinct .parts and 
.prevent such compression of the rear portion of the charge 
-as :would take place in an extra long charge in one mass. 
'This patent does not -disclose radial ribs. 

( c) United States patent to Emmens, #400903, relates to 
,explosive shells adapted to be .fired from a gun. This patent 
discloses a shell with a hollow cylindrica;l ,body containing 
,a charge of high explosives. The interior of the shell body 
is pr.ovided with internal 1ongitudina:l ,ribs and radial ribs 
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-for the purpose of subdividling tne· clirarge into sepa;rate tyo-t:.. 
tions and preventing rotary frictiom causecil· by the tot!lifam 
of the shell. 

(d) Bnited States patent to-Hurst, :fp582063:, Felates,-to.an• 
explosive shell- designed! to be fired' :from a gun, and discloses 
a; shell ·structure· in which the, explosive charge is subdi:videct­
into mtrnerous -coinpairtments by mea;ns 0£ ra:dial and circu:J:ai1' 
longitudinal partitions. 

(e)' United States patents to, Dui Pont, numbers 80.3131!. 
and 807 494, disclose a powder propeHing eh!llrge for a shell 
in which a skeleton fra;mework comprising radial and t:uans­
verse partitions· is constructed! of a smokeless powder' com~ 
position, the £unction of which is to· simultaneously ignite 
the charge at all points. 

(f) United States patent to Marker, #1066130, discloses 
a projectile of a type adapted to be discharged from a gun, 
in which the interior charge confoins a,n explosive which is 
divided into a series of chambers by means of intersecting· 
radial partitions or ribs. ' 

(g) United States patent to Isham, #1188178, discloses: 
a shell ad'apted to be: fired from a rifled· gun in which the 
main charge chamber is provided· with both annular and 
longitudinal ribs extending inwardly from the exterior · of' 
the shell for the purpose of preventing relative rotation 
movement between the chairge and'. the shell body. 

None of these prior art paf.ents disclose· to the mail sltilled 
in the art a booster construction having the combination of' 
elements recited by the phraseol'ogy of the claims of the 
Barlow patent, #13176!0, and in which the radial ribs have­
the dual function of strengthening the central detonator 
guid'.e tube and directing tJie expl'osive force of the Booster· 
ra:diaHy outward into the main exp:tosive charge. 

XLIV 

Patent in, suit #1317.611 

This patent in suit, #1317611, relates to substantially the· 
same structure as that covered by the Barlow patent in suit 
#13I7610, with the exception that the parts are strength-
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ened . and the claims specify that some of. the component 
elements are screw-threaded for -the. purpose of assembling. 

It is within the ability of one skilled in the a.rt to 
strengthen the structure of patent #1317610 as desired, and 
to try it out before doing so, to obtain an empirical check on 
design calculations of stresses, strength of materials, and 
the like. The use of screw-threa.ds instead of some other 
type connection is generally a matter within the province 
of one ~lled in thei art and no satisfactory evidence has 
been submitted indicating why or how the use of screw­
threads in the present instance was not a mechanical equiv­
alent of the connection used in the prior patent # 1317610, or 
why these screw-threads were more than a mere mechanical 
equivalent. 

XLV 

Patent in suit # 1317612 

United States patent to Gallagher, #628308, relates to 
submarine torpedoes and discloses means for the sealing of 
the torpedoes at the point where the ignition wires enter in 
order to prevent any dampness reaching the charge of 
explosives contained therein. 

The ignition wire is inserted through an aperture in the 
center of the cap. The cap is provided with an annular 
flange which engages the screw-thread from an inner side 
of the dome of the torpedo casing. Within the flange is pro­
vided a gasket of any suitable flexible material which binds 
firmly upon the igniting wire and thus prevents water' pass­
ing into the shell. Underneath the gasket is a layer of par­
affin which solidifies closely around the wire and prevents 
any dampness from reaching the explosive charge if by any 
chance it might penetrate the gasket. 

In the structure disclosed in this prior art patent the ig­
nition wire is fixed into position and is not intended to be 
pulled or moved relative to the gasket. 

This patent does not disclose a waterproof packing gasket 
surrou:rrding a movable pin and having a resilient means or 
spring possessing the dual cooperative function of compress-
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ing the gasket and ejecting the pin when the retaining means 
for the pin is removed. 

XLVI 

Patent in suit #1318955 

(a) British patent to Maxim, #7774 of 1911, discloses an 
aircraft bomb adapted to be carried: in a; horizontal position 
below an airplane·. A suitable release mechanism is .provided 
£or the purpose of dropping or ·releasing a bomb. 

The bomb disclosed is sinuJar in its general aspect to that; 
forming a basis of the patent in suit #1318955, in that a 
movable detonator is adapted to move from a remote position 
in the tail of the bomb through a guide tube into a forward 
explosive position; a safety pin inserted through the guide 
tube normally prevents this movement. This safety pin is 
fastened to the lower surface of the airplane so that when 
the bomb is released the safety pin is automatically with­
drawn. 

(b) United States patent to Machenbach, ,#1101136, dis­
closes a shell adapted to be fired from firearms. This struc­
ture as disclosed includes a movable detonator normally held 
in a safety position by means of a pin fastened to the guide 
tube; an ejector spring is provided which constantly tends to 
eject the pin. This is prevented, however, by a safety wire 
which passes through an orifice in the end of the pin remote 
from the ejector spring. When the projectile is placed on 
the gun barrel, a lever mechanism automatically functions to 
withdraw the safety wire. 

(c) British patent to Bradley, #11954 of 1915, discloses 
an aircraft bomb adapted to be suspended beneath an air­
plane on a release mechanism. A safety pin which normally 
prevents operation of the firing mechanism is connected by 
means of a flexible connecting element, i. e., a chain, to the 
ttirplane adjacent the point of connection of the bomb to 
the release mechanism. When the bomb is released this 
flexible connection functions to automatically withdraw the 
1iafety pin and render the ~ring mechanism operative. 
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XLVl~ 

It is within the knowledge of those skilled in the art that:. 
guide members, such as curv.e,d cleats or pulleys, are means. 
ordinarily used in connection with rope and cable trans-­
missions whenever it is desir~d to change the direction of 
pull or the point at which the force is applied for pulling .. 
This is exemplified by the fact that in a sailboat it is not 
necessary tCY g6 to the· top of the :ma:st to· :p1:(U the sffil up but 
the rope for this purpose can be placed· over a; pulley wheel 
and pulled from any desired direction. 

It is within the scope 0£ knowledge 0£ those skilled in the 
art to extend a flexible wire or element for operating a, 

safety pin to arty desired lo·cation and to· provide cleats or 
pulleys for changing the direction of pull on the· same. 

XLVIII 

Patent in suit :j:/:1318956 

The claims in suit 0£ Barlow patent :j:/:1318956 relate to 
three general constructional details as follows : 

(a) The guide tube through which the detonator moves 
from its remote safety position into a firing position ad­
jacent the booster charge is slightly conical in form, flaring 
outwardly at its upper portion, while its diameter is re­
stricted at its lower portion. The purpose of this construc­
tion is to create an air check or air cushion between th~ 
movable detonator and the bottom 0£ the tube and thus 
retard the progress of the detonator as it approaches the. 
firing pin. This serves to prevent an explosion of the bomb 
i£ it is released from the airplane when the airpla11.e is too 
near the ground. 

Claims 1 to 4, inclusive, are directed to this feature. 
('b) The second feature is the structure of the booster 

casing in which the forward face of the outwardly extend­
ing flange is utilized as a seat for the forward section of 
the outer casing of the bomb while the rear face of the 
flange is utilized as a seat for the rear or tail section of the 
casing, which also carries the: detonator and detonator guid'ei 
tube. Such a construction permits the rear portion o-f the. 
bomb with its detonating charge to be kept sepa.rate from 
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the explosive-ca.rrying front casing until such time as it is 
desired to use the bomb when the front and rear casings 
may then be readily assembled. 

Claims 5, 8, 9, and 12 include and a.re related to this 
feature. 

( c) The third feature refers to the stabilizing vanes which 
are attached to the rear section of the outer bomb casing 
and overlap the rear end of the forward casing and form 

~ means to aid in securing the two sections of the outer casing 
together, the stabilizing vanes, therefore, possessing a con­
structional functioning as well as a sta:bilizing functioning. 

Claims 7, 10, 11, and 13 are directed to this feature of 
the structure. 

XLIX 

(a) British patent to Maxim, #777 4 of 1911, discloses 
an aircraft bomb in which the detonator moves from a re­
mote position in a guide tube to a forward firing position. 
The specification states, on page 4, line 40, with reference 
to the movement of the detonator in the tube, that when 
the firing pin is released "a free passage is afforded for the 
auxiliary charge a 2 to pass along the tubular connection a 1." 

(b) British patent to Armstrong, #11835 of 1914, discloses 
the same general type of aircraft bomb construction in which 
a detonating charge moves through a tubular guide from a 
remote position into a position adjacent a booster charge. 
The specification states, on page 2, lines 48 to 51, as follows: 
"When the bomb strikes the target the inertia of the pellet 
e causes its conical end to overcome the tongues h, h, and the 
pellet e falling through the tube m and impinging on a 
needle n fires the cap exploding an explosive charge o and 
consequently the main charge b." 

( c) United States patent to Maxim et al., #549072, dis­
closes a projectile adapted t9 be fired :from a gun and having 
a guide tube through which a detonator is moved :from a 
rear position to a forward position against a firing pin. 
This movement takes place by an inertia effect when the 
projectile hits the target. The specification indicates that 
the detonator or fuse charge is relieved from resistance to 
movement by grooving the walls of the guide tube or the 
container so as to prevent the formation of an air check. 



54 

L 

The prior art, as exemplified by the United States patent 
to Maxim, #549072, indicates that the air contained in a 
guiding tubular member may have a checking effect upon 
the movement of a detonator in the guide tube. The teach­
ing of the prior art is directed to structure for overcoming 
this effect, and, in general, to permit of a free o~ f al"ling 
movement of detonators through guide .tubes. 

None of the prior art patents teach the use of an air check 
and in particular a tubular guide of a conical form for pre­
venting an explosion of the bomb until it has fallen for a 
predetermined distance such as will insure the safety of 
the bombing airplane. 

LI 

(a) United States patent to Cummings, #1182839, re­
lates to a mechanical time fuse adapted for use with explo­
sive shells designed for firing from a rifled gun. This patent 
discloses a fuse-supporting means having a peripheral ring­
like structure with an annular flange against the rear face 
of which is seated the rearward portion of the· shell casing 
and against the forwardly facing annular shoulder of which 
is seated the nose portion of the shell. 

(b) United States patent to Roach, #737964, relates to 
explosive shells designed to be fired from a rifled gun. This 
patent discloses a fuse stock or supporting means which 
centrally supports a charge of quick burning powder which 
is employed to ignite the main charge thus functioning as a 
booster. The fuse stock is screw-threaded into an annular 
ring-like extension which has an annular shoulder. • The 
nose portion of the shell casing is seated against this 
shoulder in addition to being seated also against the rear 
portion of the shell casing which is also in .screw-threaded 
engagement with the ring extension. 

(c) United States patent to Machenbach, #1142827, re­
lates to aircraft projectiles. This patent discloses an air­
craft bomb containing an adaptor seated in the rear portion 
of the bomb. A fuse stock is screwed to the inner wall of 
the adaptor and the fuse stock is clamped to an inwardly 

J 
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,extending annular flange which holds in place a guard cage 
:adapted to protect the rear vanes from injury. 

( d) United States patent to Coleman, #1216078, relates 
to hand grenades, bombs, and the like. It discloses a shell 
body adapted to contain an explosive into the rear o:f which 
is screwed an adaptor having a ringlike structure. A fuse 
stock is screwed into the adaptor. 

( e) Gel'.man patent to Hein and Otto, #206132 o:f 1907, 
discloses a shell for rifle projectiles having a :forward nose­
end 11nd a rear casing, in the forward end of which casing is 
secured an adaptor or ringlike structure having an annular 
flange. The rearward face o:f the flange contacts with the 
rear end o:f the casing and the nose portion o:f the shell sits 
-on the forward :face o:f the flange. 

The patents to Machenbach, #1142827, and Coleman, 
#1216078, were considered by the Patent Office during the 
prosecution o:f the Barlow application which materialized 
into patent in suit #1318956. 

LII 

The prior art discloses, in general, explosive shells hav­
ing their outer casing divided into forward and rearward 
•portions, together with a peripheral ring member support­
ing a booster charge, which ring portion functions to pro­
vide a seating means for connecting the forward and rear­
ward ends of the shell casing together. 

The prior art does not disclose the combination o:f ele­
ments just enumerated as also providing support for a det­
onator guiding tube with a detonator removably suspended 
therein with the parts associated in such manner that the 
portion o:f the shell in which the detonator is located may 
be readily transported separately to the place where the 
bomb is to be used and there quickly and easily assembled 
in the shell structure. 

LIII 

Stabilizing vanes located at the rear of aircraft projectiles 
were disclosed to the public prior to the date of filing the 
application which matured into Barlow patent #1318956. 

British patent to Hale, # 11394 of 1913 ; British patent 
to Maxim, #7774 of 1911, and British patent to Danielson, 
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#15941 of 1914, a copy of which was received in the United 
States Patent Office on April 19, 1916, disclose the use of 
vanes on aircraJt bombs. 

There is no prior art disclosure 0£ any airplane bomb, 
construction in which the vanes not only possess their pri­
mary £unction of maintaining a proper flight trajectory, but 
in which they also possess the mechanical function 0£ con­
necting means for fastening the forward and rearward por-• 
tions of a bomb-casing together. 

LIV 

Prior to the time that Barlow arrived at Frankfort Ar-­
senal (March 1916), the Ordnance Department had con­
ceived and made drawings of certain airplane bombs. These. 
drawings, defendant's exhibits 49, 27, 28, and 14, bea,ring 
respective dates of December 3, 1913, May 18, 1915, June 
18, 1915, and October 12, 1915, disclose in general an air­
plane bomb construction having a charge of high explosive 
in which was located a booster charge. A detonator was. 
located in fixed relationship with the booster; a firing pin 
was utilized to ignite the detonator upon impact of thei­
bomb, the firing pin or plunger being held in operative po­
sition either by a safety wire or pin or released by means 
of rotative wind-vanes. 

Copies of the above drawings, defendant's exhibits 49, 27 ~ 
28, and 14, are by reference made a part of this finding. 

LV 

Subsequent to the arrival of Barlow at Frankfort .Ar­
senal and prior to the filing of the earliest application which 
matured into one of the patents in suit (February 24, 1917), 
the Ordnance Department conceived of and made dra,wings 
of airplane• bomb structures having a detonator in fixed re­
lationship with the booster charge a,nd a, firing plunger for 
the detonator ada,pted to be released by the rotation of 
wind-vanes. 

Copies of these drawings bearing respective dates of May 
16, 1916, June 16, 1916, and September 15, 1916, defendant's 
exhibits 50, 15, 16, 17, and 18, are by reference made a part 
of this finding. 
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LVI 

No satisfactory evidence has been submitted that the bombs 
manufactured by Marlin-Rockwell Corporation or by Marlin 
Arms Corporation were ever marked with notice of any o:f 
the patents in suit or the pendency of the applications there­
for. Also, there is no satisfactory evidence that the contract­
ing officers of the United States making the contracts with 
the other manufacturers of bombs like those set forth in find­
ing XXXIV were ever advised of the existence of those 
inventions and applications of Barlow which were then 
pending. Plaintiff represented the Marlin-Rockwell Cor­
poration, hi~ employer, in many contacts and dealings with 
the ,Var Department during the War and while he was 
·employed by said Marlin-Rockwell Corporation. 

LVII 

In the latter part of 1917 or tp.e first part of 1918, plaintiff 
was present, by permission of Marlin-Rockwell Corporation, 
his employer, at a conference in New York City and again 
•early in 1918 at another conference in Washington, when a 
representative of the War Department in order to increase 
mass production allotted to various manufacturers work to 
be done on bombs and parts therefor similar to the alleged 
infringing structure referred to in finding XXXIV. The 
Marlin-Rockwell Corporation and the plaintiff each cooper­
.ated with and assisted the Government and other manufac­
turers in pushing the production o:f these bombs and made 
.no objection to such production. 

These manufacturers were not notified of the possibility of 
these bomb structures being an infringement of any patents 
-which might later issue upon patent applications pending at 
-that time. At that time there were pending the parent 
application of patent #1318956, and the applications which 
•eventuated into patents numbers 1317609 and 1317610. 

LVIII 

No formal submission of each of the specific inventions 
•contained in the patents in suit was made to the United 
:States after the secrecy notice and order, except that plain­
tiff was working in close cooperation with Colonel Ragsdale,. 
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located in the ammunitions division of the Ordnance Depart­
ment, who was advised of the invention of each of the pat­
ents in suit either before or shortly after filing. Colonel 
Ragsdale was not a contracting officer but submitted and 
advocated many of the Barlow inventions in bombs to the· 
Ordnance Department authorities for their adoption. 

On April 4, 1918, plaintiff called on Assistant Secretary of 
War Crowell and offered the Government the gratuitous use· 
of any new device of bombs of the type he was then making,. 
and anything he did, including a flying torpedo. On Sep­
tember 23, 1918, plaintiff called on Assistant Secretary of 
War Crowell and presented the following letter: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., September ~2, 1918. 
Hon. BENEDICT CROWELL, 

Acting Secreto.try of Wmr, Washington, D. 0. 
MY DEAR MR. CROWELL: I have recently returned from 

France. While there I witnessed the field tests of aerial 
bombs, amono- which were the Barlow bombs. 

In France I was amazed at the wonderful progress that 
has been made in practically all branches .of the service. I 
believe that any person or persons who have been in France 
recently and who has had the opportunity to see the Ameri­
cans at work, feel that seemingly impossible tasks are now. 
being accomplished. 

I believe that our aircraft program is far behind and that 
our aircraft bombing program is in a terrible plight. 

I shall make vigorous efforts and do my part in getting. 
the bombing program going smoothly as soon as possible. 
There are hundreds of thousands of bombs .finished or being 
finished in this country which are built or being built under 
my patent. If there are any legal Government forms neces­
sary for me to sign in waiving my rights to any future, 
royalty which might become due me through future bomb. 
contracts, I shall be pleased to sign them on request from 
the War Department. I 1am willing to make the above· 
financial sacrifice as proof that my future activities, insofar 
as our bombing; program is concerned, are not inspired by. 
mercenary motives. 

Very truly yours, 
BARLOW." 

The Assistant Secretary of War refused to accept the-
waiver of plaintiff's rights. . 

On numerous occasions plaintiff made offers to War De­
partment officials to waive any .financial returns that might 
come to him. 

i 
l 
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LIX 

It has been stipulated and ,agreed between the parties that 
all questions of accounting be postponed until the liability 
of defendant has been found by the court. 

OPINION 

BooTH, Ohief Justice, delivered the opinion of the court: 
This patent case comes to the court under the special 

jurisdictional act set forth in Finding I. N.o jurisdictional 
issue is raised and hence it is not essential to repeat the 
terms of the act in this opinion, except to observe that the 
findings of fact, as well as the opinion of the court, shall 
be reported to Congress. 

Plaintiff's interest in aircraft bombs, the subject matter 
of the present case, originated from his experience with the 
revolutionary forces of Villa, and came about in the follow:­
ing way: 

In 1914 plaintiff was in Mexico engaged in selling and· 
installing tractors and while so engaged he j.oined the revolu­
tionary forces of Villa. Observing the lack of an efficient 
air corps, and the absence of aircraft bombs, plaintiff sought 
to induce American pilots to join Villa's forces and himself 
set about t,o supply aircraft bombs. 

The bombs manufactured by him in Mexico were crude 
affairs and possessed operative defects due in ,a; large meas­
ure to his inability to obtain suitable material and manu­
facturing facilities. In 1915 plaintiff returned to the United 
States and became ,an employee of the Glenn L. Martin Air­
plane Company in Los Angeles, California. This connec­
tion enabled him to continue his research and development 
work with respect to aircraft bombs and during his service 
with this company he constructed five or six of them. 

In February 1916 plaintiff submitted to the Ordnance 
Dep-artment of the Army his then design of an aircraft 
bomb. This design interested the officials of the depart­
ment, and they suggested to the plaintiff that he go over to 
the Frankfort Arsenal in Philadelphia where he could 
:familiarize hi:m,self with Ordnance construction and practice. 

Plaintiff as a civilian remained at the Frankfort Ar.senal 
until August 1916. He had available to him the facilities of 
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the same, including the use 0£ machine tools and the assist­
ance of mechan_ics in the experimental shop. During this 
time tests were conducted by the plaintiff, and Major 
Shinlde and his sta.ff advised with him. His de.sign of a 
bomb and his tests interested the officials 0£ the Arsenal. 

Plaintiff was unquestionably an experienced and skilled 
mechanic; the :findings so show. Hi.s interest, skill, and 
industry were centered upon the inventions :for which he 
secured letters patent. On May 20, 1916, while at Frank­
fort Arsenal, he filed his first application, serial number 
98737, which subsequently matured into patent #1322083 
issued November 18, 1919, for what he designates as a "drop 
bomb." The patent wa.s issued to the Marlin Arms Corpora­
tion, plaintiff's assignee. 

The officials 0£ the Ordnance Department suggested to 
plaintiff that it would be advisable for him to obtain rela­
tionship with some active manufacturer 0£ ordnance and 
thereby procure the manufacture 0£ his designed bombs. 
The suggestion was accepted and in January 1917 he con­
nected himself with the Marlin Arms Corporation of New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

Prior to going to New Haven, plaintiff had on August 20, 
1916, filed his second application £or a patent which like 
the former one matured into an issued patent on September 
30, 1919, to the Marlin Arms Corporation. Plaintiff's rela­
tionship with the Marlin Arms Corporation, afterwards 
known by a change 0£ name only as the Marlin-Rockwell 
Corporation, involved an assignment of his patents to it. 

August 3, 1917, the Marlin Arms Corporation entered into 
the license agreement (Finding X) with the Chief of Ord­
nance of the Army. The defendant ascribes determinative 
importance to this agreement, insisting that under its provi- • 
sions the United States was licensed to manufacture the 
aircraft bombs it did manufacture, and that plaintiff's only 
remedy in this case arises out 0£ this license agreement. The 
argument advanced is predicated upon article 2 of the agree­
ment. 

Several articles of the agreement are involved in the dis­
cussion of this issue and should be quoted, as follows : 

"ARTICLE 2. It is further agreed that in consideration 0£ 
the assistance rendered by the Ordnance Department, United 

f 
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States Army, in the development of the drop bomb referred 
to herein, and of the royalty to be paid as set forth in arti­
cle 1 of this contract, the Ordnance Department, United 
States Army, shall have the right, without the payment of 
any additional slim, to manufacture, to have manufactured, 
to use and to sell, drop bomb.s possessing such, improvement.<J 
of any of the features covered by the application £or letters 
patent specified in article 1 of this contract as may be 
covered by applications hereafter allowed the contractor by 
the United States Patent Office." (Italics ours.) 

"ARTICLE 5. It is further ~<>-reed that the Ordnance De­
partment, United States Army, shall furnish the said con­
tractor, on or before the first days of January and July of 
each year during the life of the patent covered by the appli­
cation .specified in Article 1 hereof, a statement showing the 
number of all complete drop bombs, either loaded or un­
loaded, embodying any or all of the features covered by the 
application for letters-patent specified in Article 1 hereof, 
which drop bombs have been ordered manufactured, either 
in Government or private establishments, during the pre­
ceding six months, and, on or about the same dates, prepare 
vouchers for the contractor, to cover the amount due it as 
royalty on the drop bombs so ordered manufactured." 

"ARTICLE 10. If any doubts or disputes shall arise as to 
the meaning of anything in this contract the matter shall 
be referred to the Chief of Ordnance, United States Army, 
for determination. If, however, the contractor shall £eel 
aggrieved at any decision of the Chief of Ordnance, he shall 
have the right to submit the same to the Secretary of War, 
whose decision shall be final." 

The language of the license agreement is not ambiguous. 
The intent of the document is evident from its provisions. 
The plaintiff, Barlow, had pending in the Patent Office two 
applications for bomb patents; the claims of the same had 
been allowed but the letters patent ha.d not issued. The 
Ordnance Department of the Army had assisted the patentee, 
and was conspicuously his best and most available customer. 
Therefore, 'it was to the interest of Marlin Arms Corpora­
tion financially and otherwise to have the license agreement 
entered into, and on the date of its execution the agreement 
comprehended all patent applications filed by the patentee. 

Article 2 of the agreement clearly grants to the United 
States a license in accord with the terms of Article 1 to 
:use, manufacture, or have manufactured bombs covered by 
:future patents which possess improvements of any of the 
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features covered by the patent application mentioned in 
.Article 1. What the parties intended by .Article 2 was, 
in consideration of the royalties to be .paid and the assist­
.ance rendered the patentee in developing l?-is bomb, to grant 
to the United States the right to avail itself of the use or 
manufacture of aircraft bombs which the patentee might in 
the future "develop and patent. The license agreement evi­
·dences the fact that plaintiff had accomplished an advanced 
step in the art, and the Ordnance Department of the .Army 
in an appropriate agreement wished to be in a position to 
-obtain the advantages which might accrue in the :future. 

The plaintiff challenges the pertinency of the license agree­
ment to this case. The rule of estoppel is invoked. .Article 
5 of the agreement is cited as sustaining the rule and 
provides in terms that the Ordnance Department of the 
.Army will semi-annually furnish the licensor with detailed 
statements showing the number of bombs manufactured 
-either by or for it, and pay the royalties prescribed in the 
license agreement. 

The rule of estoppel is not ordinarily applicable to the 
Government. Several cases, which we need not cite, have 
sustained a contention that the Government is estopped to 
plead a defense held by courts of record to have been un­
availing in litigation between the same parties. In ordi­
nary transactions, however, such as we have here, the failure 
of Government officials to o~serve express contractual obli­
.gations constitutes a breach of the contract, subjecting the 
Government to a suit in this court for the recovery of dam­
·ages. Knight v. United States, 35 C. Cls. 129, 145; Hartson 
v. United; States, 21 C. Cls. 451. 

If the Governme:p.t officials charged with the duty of ob­
.serving article 5 of the agreement did not observe it, and 
evidence is produced that the Government ·manufactured or 
caused to be manufactured aircraft bombs falling within 
the terms of the agreement, the remedy we have noted above 
-existed and continues to exist under the special jurisdic­
tional act, notwithstanding the nature of the pleadings in 
this case. 

The license agreement of .April 3, 1917, is a part of the 
record in this case. The court may not ignore it. It is 
,established that a specific number of bombs were manufac-
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tured by the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation for the Govern­
ment during the war under a separate and independent con­
tract and for a consideration different from the one specified 
in the license agreement. This fact, however, does not of 
itself set aside the license agreement. If the parties in one 
or more instances agree independently of the license agree­
ment to manufacture a certain number of bombs and neither 
insists upon the payment of the fixed royalties, the agree­
ment em'bracing a continued relationship is not, we think, 
abrogated. 

The special jurisdictional act under which this litiga­
tion proceeds is comprehensive in its terms. The statute of 
limitations, as well as Section 3477 of the Revised Statutes, 
is waived, and Congress clearly intended to extend to plain­
tiff a right to assert his claims in this court free from the 
interposition of the defenses waived. Therefore it is mani­
fest that i£ the patents involved herein fall within Articlei 
2 of the license agreement, i. e., if the patents possess im­
provements of any of the features covered by letters patent 
#1322083, the rights of the parties with respect to com­
pensation are fixed by the same. 

Much is said as to the :rp.eaning of the words ''possessing 
such improvements of any of the features covered by the 
application for letters patent specified in Article 1 .of this 
contract." It is fundamental that patents are granted for 
what may be termed novel and new features. Letters patent 
#1322083, the patent mentioned in Article 1 of the agree­
ment, must of necessity speak for itself. The claims of the 
patentee are important factors, and by resorting to thei 
specifications and claims the duty is cast upon the court to 
determine the scope of the patent and the novelty which 
resides therein. 

The plaintiff insists that patents #1322083 and #1317608, 
mentioned in the license agreement, are isolated by their 
specifications and claims from the patents upon which this 
·suit is predicated. If this is true then the case rests squarely 
upon the act of October 6, 1917, known as the "Trading with 
the Enemy Act", with respect to which later comment is 
-essential. It follows as a matter of course that if the six 
patents in suit do not cover improvements to the two fore-­
going patents, the license agreement is not applicable. 
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Patent #1322083 issued to plaintiff November 18, 1919,. 
upon an application filed May 20, 1916, contains nineteen 
claims. Findings XI and XII disclose by illustrations and 
in detail the subject matter of the two patents. In this con­
nection it is pertinent to state that aircraft tombs must of· 
necessity possess characteristics essentially different in many 
respects from what is known by common designation as an 
ordinary bomb, i. e., an explosive missile which does not 
depend upon operativeness in the same way an aircraft 
bomb does . 

.A.n aircraft bomb, being essentially a highly explosive­
projectile, must be safe against premature explosion until it 
is set in motion towards its objective. It has to be trans­
ported on the body of an airplane, frequently in close prox­
imity to the enemy, as well as the pilot of the plane, an<i 
subject to rifle and machine-gun fire. In addition to this,. 
such a bomb attached to an airplane should be rendered im­
mune from explosion in the event of a forced landing or· 
crash of the plane and so constructed that it may, in cases, 
of emergency, be discharged or dropped without explosion in 
order to lighten the load of the plane when flying over­
friendly territory. These features, as well as the inherent 
quality of destructiveness when exploded, form integral' 
characteristics of an aircraft bomb. 

The plaintiff, as his patents evidence, comprehended from 
both a scientific and practical knowledge the essential ele­
ments of an operative aircraft bomb. He directed his ef­
forts, so far as patent #1322083 is concerned, toward the­
creation of what he terms a "drop bomb" which possessed 
the elements of safety mentioned and in addition sought to­
overcome the hazard of a failure to explode when contacted 
with its objective. 

Bombs as such were admittedly old in the art and the ele­
ments essential to their operativ,eness were well known. 
Inventors in advance of plaintiff knew, and it was well 
known, that a bomb embodied the employment of a highly 
explosive material, i. e ., TNT, which was exploded by­
means of a detonator coming in contact with what is known 
as the booster charge or chamber, the latter when fired ex-­
ploding the main charge of TNT carried by the bomb. 
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The problem plaintiff intended to solve was to so arrange 
and coordinate these well known elements of a bomb as to 
bring about safety in their employment, improve the ac­
-curacy of their operativeness, and forestall to the extent pos­
sible their failure to accomplish their designed purpose. 
Frequently an aircraft bomb would be released from the 
plane and, wfom it came in contact with the· earth, either 
fail to explode or bury itself in the earth's surface without 
accomplishing the purpose of its .release. 

Before entering upon a discussion of whether the plain­
tiff's patents in suit possess improvements of any of the 
features covered by the applications for patents mentioned 
in the license agreement, attention must be called to the 
fact that the license agreement grants rights co-extensive 
with "any or all of the features covered by and described) in 
application for letters-patent #98'73'7 filed May 20, 1916." 
This same language appears in Article 4. Therefore it is 
appa.rent that the granted license may upon proofs submitted 
obtain a broader scope than it would otherwise if limited tei 
the claims of the patents. 

So far as thei present record exhibits, patent #1322083 
discloses-without going into detail-a type of aircraft 
bomb where the primary object, as stated by the inventor, 
is to formulate a type of bomb construction "which will be 
exploded with certainty at a predetermined distance above 
the ground or other target." To accomplish the same, the 
inventor provided a device similar in contour to a gun bar­
rel, designated as an extruding member, capable of being 
armed at the proper moment, which assumed a position in 
advance of the explosive head of the bomb and operated in 
conjunction, with other elements to cause the bomb to explode 
when the extruding member contacted the objective. 

The extruding member: functioned to not only propel a 
bullet inwardly which contacted the detonator causing it in 
turn by its own explosion to explode the booster charge 
which exploded the TNT in the explosive head of the 
bomb, the extruding member :functioning to maintain the 
bomb at the moment of explosion a predetermined distance 
above ground. 
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In addition to the above particular feature of the inven­
tion, structural features were also described and claimed 
as designed and intended to produce the instantaneous and 
certain operation 0£ the device, and prevent the accideµtal 
discharge 0£ the same by gunfire directed against the air­
plane from outside sources. Figs. 1 and 2 in Finding XI 
accurately disclose the structural features described. 

It is sufficient to say, without repeating what is said in. 
Finding XI, that the ingenious structural features set forth 
in the patent specifications :functioned to not only secure 
the operativeness 0£ the extruding member but by locating 
the detonator in the tail of the bomb, an obviously sa:fe posi­
tion to prevent premature explosions and causing it to move 
:forwardly into contact with the booster charge a:fter the­
bomb Iiad been released :from the airplane, accomplished the 
inventor's intended purposes. 

Bombs, as we have observed, were old. Booster charges,. 
detonators, and the additional elements essential to arm and 
explode them, were old. The field of invention with respect 
to these particular elements was limited by the prior art~ 
Airplane bombs comprehended the use o:f all of these old 
elements. The :problem confronting inventors in the art 
was one o:f adapting them by new and novel combinations. 
in such a way as to produce an operative and useful airplane 
bomb, and this is precisely what the plaintiff did. 

We will not encumber this opinion with the citation of the­
numerous cases which uniformly hold that a new and novel 
combination of elements old in the art whi<;\h produce a new 
and better result involves invention and is patentable. The 
importance 0£ an understanding 0£ the scope of the applica­
tion £or an issued patent #1322083 resides in the fact that 
such knowledge is 1ndispensable to an ascertainment of the 
fact as to whether the patents in suit are £or improvements 
of the same. If they are, they fall within Article 2 of the 
license agreement. 

The several briefs of counsel abound in cited cases with 
respect to the established rules :for the ascertainment of what 
is or what is not a patentable improvement. The rules are 
not perplexing or obscure. It is the application of the same 
under a given record that often involves difficulty. Sec. 210~ 
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page 296, Volume I, of Robinson on Patents, defines an 
improvement as follows: 

"An improvement is an addition to or alteration in some 
existing means, which increases its efficiency without destroy­
ing its identity. It includes two necessary ideas: first, the 
idea of a complete and practically operative art or instru­
ment, either natural or artificial, as the original to be im­
proved; and second, the idea of some change in such art or 
instrument, not affecting its essential character, but enabling 
it to produce its appropriate results in a more perfect or more 
economical manner. When such a change involves the exer­
cise of the inventive faculties it is a true invention and is 
known as an improvement." 

Plaintiff's first patent in suit, #1317-609, is stateq. by the 
plaintiff to constitute "an improvement upon the detonator" 
forming the basis of plaintiff's previous application, serial 
#117579, which matured into issued patent #1317608. The 
latter patent is the one expressly covered by Article 4 of the 
license agreement. The specifications of patent #1322083, • 
which materialized from application #98737 which is cov­
ered by article 1 of the license agreement, in describing the 
detonator use this language: 

"Fitted for longitudinal movement within the casing 10 is 
a sliding inner detonator tube 20, which, as explained, ex­
tends forwardly to near the outer end of the casing, and at 
its rear end terminates in and is connected conveniently by 
being screwed into what I have termed a detonator-carrying 
head or plunger 21, which is in effect a plug which closes the 
.rear end of the tube 20, is internally cylindrically bored a 
certain distance to receive said end, and beyond the termina­
tion of the cylindric bore is preferably formed with a conical 
bore 41, the open apex of which enters a transverse bore 42, 
which is filled with the detonating material 43, so packed 
within it as completely to fill it at each end against the inner 
smooth walls of the casing 10." 

The above form of detonator construction, devised in con­
junction with what is termed "the · detonator-carrying 
plunger 21 and sliding tube 20", was designed to permit the 
functioning of the sliding or telescopic annular tube which 
carried the detonator into contiguity with the booster charge, 
where it was exploded when the extruding tube contacted its 
target and the bullet therefrom contacted the detonator, 
causing the explosion of the charge contained therein. 
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Repeating in part what has already been said, the pri­
mary purpose of the positioning of the detonator, as well as 
the method of its operation, was tq assure sa.fety, certainty 
of operation, and secure the explosion of the bomb at a pre­
determined distance above the surface of the earth or other 
target. The detonator was charged with fulminate of mer­
cury, a highly explosive compound and obviously to be han­
dled with great care. While there were seemingly no glar­
ing imperfections in plaintiff's detonator, he did in the 
specifications and claims of patent #1311608 seek to improve 
it. 

Paragraph five of Finding XII depicts in the following 
language plaintiff's structural features of his improved 
detonator: 

"The detonator body or element which is shown in detail 
in figure 3 comprises a solid body carrying the detonating 
material in a pocket or belt 10 formed about its periphery; 
the detonator body is of steel and is of sufficiently heavy con­
struction so that it will not break into fragments and is not 
dangerous in itself if accidentally exploded when in the safe 
or remote position. The spool-shaped ends of the detonator 
are also sufficiently heavy to confine the explosive forces in 
a radial direction so that the detonation may take place out­
wardly when the detonator is in the firing position." 

From this disclosure it is apparent that plaintiff's concep­
tion of an improved form of detonator embraced structural 
features intended to concentrate the force of the explosion 
when the detonator was exploded in the booster charge, and 
to add safety features in the event of its accidental firing, or 
when charged· with fulminate of mercury. The improve­
ment thus described did not alter in any essential particular 
the operativeness of the original bomb. Granting to it the 
widest latitude possible, the improved detonator simply 
facilitated the certainty of explosion of the same. 

What has just been said as to patent #1317608 is as a 
prelude to di~cussing patent #1317609, plaintiff's first pat­
ent in suit. The former patent is not involved in this case, 
for under the license agreement a .gratuitous right was given: 
the Government to use or manufacture it. Patent #1317608 
covered an improvement to the detonator described in plain­
tiff's application for and letters-patent #1322083, and fol., 
lowing this in order comes patent #1317609. 
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It is difficult in a patent opinion to summarize the de­
scriptive features in an application for letters patent. It 
is apparent, however, that it must be done because the in-­
sertion of the detailed specifications involves· a repetition of 
the findings and extends an opinion to great length. . If 
error inadvertently creeps into the OJ?inion the findings will 
correct it. 

Patent # 1317609. is clearly for an improvement· to not 
·only patent #1317608 but also to patent #1322083. The 
subject matter of patents #1317608 and #1322083, so far· 
as bombs and detonators are concerned, is identical. The-. 
alleged progress in the art emanates from the sarrie in-­
ventor and the obvious intent and purpose of the step taken 
is to improve what has gone before. 

The inventor in patent- #1317609 did no more than alter· 
to some extent the structural features of the detonator de­
·scribed in patent ,#1317608. It did not involve a high 
degree of invention to alter the structural form of an exist­
ing detonator, or the arrangement of the related .elements 
of an existing bomb to procure an explosion of the bomb .. 
The inherent functioning of the elements employed • was. 
old, encasements and forms were old, and while the plain-­
tiff's conception did in some respects add safety features. 
to the detonator and increased its efficiency as an exploding· 
medium, his device was jn no sense a basic one. It was. 
a unit of the combination of elements in a bomb to which 
the plaintiff was assiduously addressing his inventive genius .. 

Is patent #1317610, also for an improvement to patent 
# 1322083, covered by the terms of Article 2 of the license, 
agreement i We think it is. It may not be successfully con­
troverted that patent #1322083 disclosed a structural form 
of a booster charge, and we think it is equally obvious that 
the booster charge conceived by the inventor in patent 
#1317610 is no more than a structural variation from .the· 
original one. The plaintiff in his specifications states-

"The object of my invention is to improve the construc­
tion of such devices in order that the same may be more 
economically and efficiently manufactured and assembled. 
and to render the same more effective in operation." 

In the court's opinion the mere fact that a:n explosive 
unit is adapted for use in various forms of explosive shells 
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does not accord to it the character of a basic invention. The 
issue in this case is not the validity. of the patent but whether 
under Article 2 of the license agreement it, constitutes an 
improvement to the booster charge described and disclosed 
in plaintiff's application for letters patent #1322083 men­
tioned in Article 1 of the agreement. A booster charge is 
an indispensable element in practically every form of ex­
plosive missile, and its adaptability to high explosives, with 
which a.rt the plaintiff was particularly concerned, is mani­
fest from the specifications and claims of the patent. 

The plaintiff in his specifications as to patent :/f:1317610 
does not specify the invention claimed as an element in the 
combination disclosed and described in patent ;#:132208q, 
nor does he in the claims do more than claim the -construc­
tion specified. This does not however foreclose the possi­
bility of characterizing the same as an improvement. It 
is a familiar principle of patent law that while an im­
provement essentially implies the existence of an origina.l 
on which it rests it is necessarily a. complete invention in 
itself, a distinct unit having an "identity of its own." Robin­
son on Patents, Sec. 218, page 302, Vol. I. 

If the booster construction covered by patent #1317610 is 
inserted in the aircraft bomb described in patent # 1322083 
instead of the booster -charge disclosed, undoubtedly it would 
function to add efficiency of operation to the mechanism · 
previously employed, and the right to make and use an 
improved aircraft bomb over the one shown and described 
in the application specified, was granted the United States 
under Article 2 of the license agreement provided the plain­
tiff invented the same, and this he did. 

What we have just said as to patent :f:i:1317610 applies to 
patent #1317611 and it will not be repeated, except to state 
that as to both patents the improved devices relating to 
mechanical improvements are not to be designated as possess­
ing no important advancement in the art. On the contrary, 
the improvements noted were comparatively valuable con­
tributions to the efficiency, safety, an9- designed purposes of 
aircraft bombs. 

The facts which lead to the conclusion that all the patents 
up to this point discussed are for improvements to the orig, 
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inal one, are that. in, each patent the alleged separate unit 
described and claimed was devoid of utility and operative­
ness except in combination with the additional elements o:f 
a bomb or other explC;:!Ve missile. .A detonator and a 
booster charge segregated~ from the other elements of an 
airplane bomb were without value .to the art. 

P.atent #1317612 did: not involve an improvement to 
patent #1322083 and for this reason, being excluded from 
the license agreement, is subject to challenge as to its valid­
ity. . This invention did not add to nor subtract :from any 
single element utilized in plaintiff's original conceptions as 
evidenced by prior· patents, and therefore could not be an 
improvement in the sense in which that term is used in 
patent law. It was an independent patent. The right of 
the plaintiff to recover compensation for its manufacture 
by or for the United States is dependent upon the Trading 
with the Enemy .Act, supra, a matter to be discussed later 
in this opinion. 

Patent in suit #1317612 like the preceding ones relates 
to a form o:f bomb construction, and as the specifications 
state, "particularly to that type of bomb which is dropped 
or launched from an aeroplane and explodes on conta.ct." 
It is, as the patentee states, "o:f the greatest importance that 
such devices should be entirely water and weather proof." 
We set forth in Finding XXV an illustration of plaintiff's 
patent and details of its construction. The form of con­
struction described and claimed is undoubtedly new, novel, 
operative, and a distinct contribution to the art. 

While the elements employed to effect the combination 
disclosed in patent #1317612 were .old, bringing them into 
combination in the form disclosed produced structural fea­
tures which did 1accomplish their intended purposes. Find­
ing XXV expresses the fact accurately as follows: 

"By virtue o:f such a combination of elements, the spring 
member not only possesses the function of withdrawing the 
pin when the release wire frees the same, but also function­
ally cooperates, because of its constant pressure on the pin, 
to tightly compress the gaskets, thus causing them to snugly 
fit about the pm ,and thus form a waterproof j.oint. By this 
form of construction, when the release wire is removed from 
the pin, pressure is automatically removed from the gaskets, 
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thus causing them to loosen on the pin and at the same time 
the spring with.draws the pin fro;m.,the detonator rendering 
the same free for movemep.t in, the guide tube into juxtaposi-
tion with t4e booster charge." _ • 

The defendant characterizes· the foregoing patent as no 
more than an unpa~ntable aggregation of elements old in the 
art, grouped in such a way as to involve no more than me­
chanical skill. . The record fails to support the contention. 
Care:rul ,analysis ,of the prior art cited and the functioning 
of the elements of. plaintiff's patent j:Q.disp1;ttably establish 
Finding XL V of the court to be accurate. We quote the 
final paragraph of the finding with respect to the patent 
cited as anticipatory. 

'~This patent does not disclose a waterproof packing 
gasket surrounding a movable pin anq_ having a resilient 
means or spring possessing the dual cooperative function of 
compressing the gasket and ejecting the pin when the retain­
ing means for the p'in is removed." 

The problem confronting the plaintiff was one involving 
the maintenance • of the detonator in. the rear ,or tail of the 
bomb as an element of safety, a-nd' at the same time affording 
operative means to move it forward when the bomb was 
released. In the prior :form of construction, to accomplish 
the ,above resqlt apertures or qpen,ings in the outside surface 
of the bomb were clearly suscepti_ble to the admittance of 
water and in no substantial w(}y free from exposure to addi­
tional weather conditions. 

Plaintiff's ingenious method of employing pin 10, espe­
cially in.combination with the designated "spiral spring 14", 
created a comb1nation which not only functioned to maintain 
the detonator in its designated positio11- until the bomb was 
launched, but also accomplished a sealing of the openings 
occasioned in the outside surfaces of the bomb against rain 
or other weather conditions. 

The importance of accomplishing what plaintiff did was 
a recognized fact. The plaintiff recognized it and so did 
Gallagher, whose patent is cit,ed as-anticipatory. Gallagher's 
patent was essentially different from plaintiff's. In plain­
tiff's patent the spiral spring 14 and the release wire 15 
combined to exert the pressure necessary to seal the open­
ings, and when subsequently the release wire was withdrawn 
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eject the pin 15 but pessessed the "dual cooperative function 
of compressing. the gasket" and w·ocuring a sealing of the 
openings until the bomb was laurv_ted. 

Manifestly, spiral springs wer(;, old and resilient wire con­
nections may be and had been made to function in such a way 
as to exert pressure, but until the advent of plaintiff's de­
vice they had not been combined in this particular art to 
produce the result accomplished. It exacts more than me­
chanical skill to conceive an essential element of a combina­
tion and make it serve a double purpose. This is precisely 
what plaintiff did. -O'lllmllning ·v. Baker- & Hamilton, 144 
Fed. 395. 

An issue of validity is also pleaded as to patent in suit 
#1318955. Plaintiff in the brief makes this statement: 

"The arming problem was ·not completely solved until 
Barlow conceived the important invention, still utilized by 
the defendant, of having the arming mechanism in the tail 
of the bomb and effecting its actuation by the pull of the 
bomb itself, whe)l discharged, so exerted upon a longitudi-
11.ally movable arming wire that the reaction to this pull 
would not disturb the equilibrium of the bomb, or cause any 
disturbance of its intended trajectory, or tend in any war, 
to snag the arming wire and prevent its proper functioning: ' 

The court's Findings XXVIII, XL VI, and XLVII dis­
close the • situation· with re$pect to the above-mentioned 
patent. Plaintiff utilized elements of long· known function­
ing capacity to operate the mechanism disclosed in patent 
#1317612 and at the same time maintain practically_undis­
turbed the horizontal position of the bomb located _under­
neath the airplane, thereby tending to maintain its proper 
trajectory towards its objective. 
• No disputatious record. exists in reference to the necessity 

of launching ·an airplane bomb· in such a manner as to cause 
its contact with the contemplated target. An airplane moves 
rapidly, and to ·accomplish precision in launching a bomb 
-exacts its reiease ii:i_ advanqe of attaining a position directly 
above the target. • • : • 

Plaintiff's inve:ritio:n. a? defi:p_ed by the claims of this patent 
-did no more than add to "the pfo release med1anisin of his 
-former patent #1317612 a cleat member located approxi-
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mately at the center of gravity o:i: the bomb around which 
the flexible release wire passed, so that when the bomb was; 
released the :fact that the upward extension of the wire oper­
ating through the cleat or pulley served to project the bomb, 
downwardly in its then horizontal position in order not to 
deflect it from its proper trajectory, did not, we think, in-• 
volve or exact the inventive :faculty. • 

To so combine elements oid in the art in a way tha.t pro-• 
duces results long lrnown to follow such a combination of 
the same is not invention· but is the exercise of mechanical 
skill. Innumer.able examples might readily be cited exempli­
fying -comm.on knowledge of the fact that the pressure ex­
erted by a falling body may be centered thereon by the use­
of cleats or pulleys in order to direct as far as possible its 
trajectory by the use of ropes or wires either operated man­
ually or by the force of its own weight through the medium.­
ship of directed 'application of the operating means. We,. 
think Finding XLVII is amply sustained by the record and 
the prior art. 

The last patent in suit is .:J:i:1318956. Novelty is claimed 
for two features of airplane bomb construction. The court's, 
Finding XXXI, in which an illustration appears, sets forth 
the facts. Taking them up in the order discussed in the­
briefs, we find: the first to be a structural feature intended 
to provide an air check in the "slidjng tube through which. 
the detonator moves from a safe position at the rear of the· 
bomb to ·a firing position adjacent the booster charge." 

The above :feature emanated from the necessity of pre­
venting the explosion of the bomb until it had descended a. 
comparatively safe distance from the plane. ~~ airplane 
in close proximity to the earth may under cel'tain condi-· 
tions be forced to make a landing, or may be over friendly 
territory and the normal employment of the bomb be dis­
pensed with, or it may be essential to lighten the weight of' 
the plane to launch the bomb when close to the earth with­
out causing its explosion. All these, and perhaps additional 
incidents accompanying the flight of bombing planes, sug­
gested to plaintiff his conception contained in the specifica­
tions and claims of patent #1318956. 
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To accomplish a. retardation of the a.rming of the bomb 
until it had i;eached an approximate distance fron1 the air­
plane upon launching, the plaintiff provided a structure 
which obtained an air check. The patent exhibits that this 
air check is obtained by constricting that portion o:f the 
tubular guiding member shown in the illustration at 22 
in Finding XXXI, thereby delaying the detonator's descent 
through the tube to the booster cha.rge to a gradual one so 
that if the bomb came into contact with any object when 
dropped a comparatively short distance :from the ground 
the air check thus created would prevent contact between 
the firing pin 32 and the :fuse cap 34, precluding explosion 
of the bomb. Claims 1, 2, 3 and 4 o:f the patent are in 
issue. 

The defendant assails th.is patent from at least two 
angles, contending against its validity upon prior art and 
that what was done involved only mechanical skill and not 
invention. Findings XLVIII, XLIX and L disclose the 
extent and teachings of the prior art patents relied upon 
to invalidate the claims mentioned. It is clear from the 
patents cited that the inventors' objective in the prior art 
was to :facilitate the explosion of the missiles and not 1'e­
tard it. Plaintiff sought to effectuate a contrary result, i. e., 
to check the explosion of the bomb and prevent its explo­
sion if perchance the airplane was in comparatively close 
proximity to the earth. It is impossible from an analysis of 
the spe.cifications and claims of the prior art patents cited: 
to reach a conclusion that any one of the patentees conceived· 
a device in the nature of an air oheoJ.d or the idea of utilizing 
air through mechanical means to so operate. Their efforts 
were directed towards the elimination of iur chambers, not 
their utilization. 

Defendant cites with apparent confidence a long list of 
decided cases which clearly establish the quotation in its 
brief, taken from the case of Blake v. San Franm,soo, 11a 
U. S. 679, 682. It is as follows: • 

"It follows from this principle that, where the public has 
acquired in any way the right to use a machine or device for 
a particular purpose, it has the right to use it for all tl~e 
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'like purposes to which it can be applied, and no one can take 
-out a patent to cover the application of the device to a 
·similar purpose." 

The Blake case. involved an automatic valve adapted for 
•use on steam fire engines. The improvement upon valves 
,claimed was stated to result in relieving the pressure upon 
:fire hose by regulating the discharge of water through 
the same, and prevent them from bursting. The court :found 
that automatic valves had long been in use, adapted and 
applied to other types of steam engines to accomplish the 
identical result. In the exact words of the court it was 
.said: 

"For instance, an automatic relief valve, used to relieve 
the pressure of steam, produces no new result in character 
when used to relieve the pressure of water, unless some fur­
ther effect besides the mere relief of pressure is obtained. 
This .qualification, therefore, will not affect the present case, 
because no new result in character is accomplished by the 
supposed inyention of the plain~iff. Besides, it a.ppe~s 
·from the eVIdence that before Bailey's patent was applied 
for, relief valves were in common use, both on land and at 
sea. They were commonly used on the steam feed-pu;mps of _ 
steamships. These pumps were usually fitted with nozzles 
for the attachment of hose, so that the feed-pump could, 
in case of need, be used as a steam :fire engine." 

What was said by the Supreme Court in the, case of 
Pennsyl,vania Rail,road v. Loco11wtive Truck Oompany, 110 
U. S. 490, 494, embraces the rule followed consistently by 
the Federal courts since. It is as follows : 

· "It is settled by many decisions of this court, which it is 
unnecessary to quote from or refer to in detail, that the 
:application of an old process or machine to a similar or 
analogous subject, with no change in the manner of appli~ 
cation, and no result substantially distinct in its nature_, wjll 
not sustain a patent, even if the new form of result has not 
before been contemplated." 

If inventors in a series of granted patents found as an 
•obstacle to their operativeness the presence of air chambers, 
and desig:p.ed devices intended to remove this impediment, 
may it be said that an inventor who utilizes through mechan­
ical means this precise element to obtain operativeness by 
both a change in manner of operation and the production 



of a substantially distinct result, has applied an olcl process 
to • a similar or .analogous subject 1 vVe think not. The 
teachings of the prior art patents fall far short of suggest­
ing to those skilled in the art that by a mere rearrangement 
of elements the result accomplished by the plaintiff could 
have been done readily. The invention here in issue hav­
ing resulted from the plaintiff's proceeding in a direction 
directly contrary to the teachings of· prior art, is indicative, 
we think, of accomplishing more than those skil,led in the 
a.rt would do, and therefore possesses the elements of in­
ventive genius. 

The second feature of this patent presents ingenious 
structural elements described in detail in Findings XXXI, 
XLVIII, XLIX, L, LI, LII, and LIII. The first approach 
to an analysis of this feature might easily lead to• a con­
clusion that it did not involve invention to do what plaintiff 
did. More deliberate consideration, however, confirms a con­
clusion that the specifications and... claims disclose new and 
novel features, operative and useful. Cla.ims 7 to 9 and 
10 to 13 &re involved. 

Plitintiff conceived the idea of bringing about the possi­
bility of handling and transporting the detonator "sepa­
ratelJ from the main bomb load" and thereby allow the 
bomb to be assembled at· the point chosen for such a serv­
ice. To accomplish the sepamtion of the forward casing 
member, which contained the booster charge from the rear­
ward casing member containing the detonator, plaintiff sus­
pended the booster charge in the manner illustrated. in Figs. 
1 and 4 of the specifications. 

The ring extension 28 disclosed in the illustration was so 
"shaped to provide· a rearwardly extending seat of reduced 
diameter for receiving the casing member 5." In other 
words, by securing the ring mentioned to •both the inner 
surfaces of the rear casing, the structure detailed operated 
to not only maintain the booster charge in suspension but 
also inSQ:red the aJ.ignment of the detonator tube therewith 
so that when the rear and forward casing were join~d ·as 
detailed the operativeness of the bomb was assured. 

It.is manifest that the stabilizing vanes attached to the 
rearward member .of the bomb w_ere old, and their stahiliz-
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ing function well known. A contention to the contrary is 
:not advanced by the plaintiff; but to utilize them as elements 
of the combination which enabled the division of the two 
•casing members of the bomb, and thus :facilitate its safe and 
<Convenient handling, was an original conception of the neces­
·sity of suitable connecting means to insure the proper re­
assembly of the bomb when ready for use. As we under­
stand the patent, its utility was -centered upon a. provided 
means which enabled if need be the removal of the booster 
•charge and detonator from their encasements when the for­
ward and rearward members of the bomb were separated, 
:and their replacement later when the parts were re-ai>Sem­
bled, thus providing features of safety and convenience in 
-the matter of indispensable incidents in the manufacture 
and handling of bombs. 

There are many cases in the books involving discussions 
·and establishing precedents as to the distinction between 
·mechanical skill and invention. To cite them would be use­
less. Invention is universally conceded to involve the crea­
tive faculty. Mechanical skill as such may be said in many 
Tespects to be the opposite. The art with which we are at 
present dealing concerns high explosives and their employ­
:ment as instrumentalities of destruction. To so employ 
them comprehends not only·the contemplated scope of their 
,effectiveness when utilized, but the extreme hazards insepa­
rably connected with the process of arming, transporting, 
:and launching them from an airplane. 

An inventor whose inventions disclose a scientific knowl­
edge of the -details of bomb construction and by a combina­
tion of elements accomplishes advanced and important steps 
in the development of the art which find favorable accept­
:ance and use, exercises more than the fixed standards of 
workmanship, and is entitled to the benefits of the patent 
Jaws. 

The right of plaintiff to receive compensation under patents 
#1317612 and #1318956 is dependent upon the provisions 
•of the act of October 6, 191 '7 ( 40 Stat. 394), as follows : 

"That whenever during a time when thei_ United States is 
·at war the publication of an invention by the granting of a 
patent might, in the opinion of the Commissioner of Patents, 
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be detrimental to the public safety or defense or might assist 
the enemy or endanger the successful prosecution of the war 
he may order that the invention be kept secret and withhold 
the grant of a patent until the termination of the war : 
Provuled, That tile invention disclosed in the application for 
said patent may be held abandoned upon it being established 
before or by the commissioner that in violation of said order 
said invention has been published or that an application for 
a patent therefor has been filed in a foreign ·country by the 
inventor or his assi&ns or legal representatives, without the 
consent or approval of the Commissioner of Patents, or 
under a license of the Secretary of Commerce as provided by 
law. 

• "When an applicant whose patent is withheld as herein 
provided and who faithfully obeys the order of the Com­
missioner of Patents above referred to shall tender his in­
vention to the Government of the United States for its use, 
he shall, if and when he ultimately received a patent, have 
the right to sue for compensation in the Court of Claims, 
such right to compensation to begin from the date of the 
use of the invention by the Government." 

The application for patent #1317612 was filed February 
27, 1918. Secrecy notice was mailed to plaintiff April 22, 
1918, and letters patent·issued September 30, 1919. Patent 
#1318956 contains this notation, "Continuation in part of 
application Serial No. 195,609, filed October 9, 1917. This 
application filed May 27, 1918." Secrecy notice was mailed 
to plaintiff July 10, 1918. The defendant, relying upon the 
findings of fact, contests plaintiff's right to compensation 
under the foregoing act, contending that the plaintiff's pred­
ecessor in title did not ten<te1' the use of the inventions to 
the United States as the act requires. 

The issuance of secrecy orders by the Comlllissioner of 
Patents is established, and if a formal tender involving the 
supplying of patent applications and specifications of the 
patents, as well as direct contact with authorized contracting 
-officials, is exacted, the contention advanced challenges care­
ful consideration. 

In the case of Zeidler v. United States, 61 C. Cls. 537, this 
-court for the first time construed the act of October 6, 1917, 
and in so doing said : 

"The act of October 6, 1917, expressly required a. 'tender' 
·and a subsequent 'use' by the Government before the right 
-to ,su,e for cornpenootion attached. 1 Manifestly, when a 



80 

patented device is tendered for use and is thereafter used, 
without claim of right upon the part of the Government to 
use, a corresponding liability to pay for such use arises. 
This has been the established rule of law for iµ long _peuiod 
of time and was the state of the law when the act of Oc­
tober 6, 1917, came into being. Soowte, etc. v. United States, 
224 U. S. 309. The act of October 6, 1917., a w:ar measure, 
was obviously not intended to hold the G.overnment re­
sponsible for the use of a patented device in the absence of 
an express or implied contract to pay ·for such use. Its 
terms expressly so state. What it did do was to extend a 
wholesome and just protection to prospective inventors by 
saving to them a right to sue :for compensation for the use 
of their patents when letters patent were finally issued, and 
recover compensation :from the date of user instead of 
from the date of letters patent. The war necessitated: 
secrecy. The Commissioner o:f Patents was given discretion. 
to enforce secrecy, and he could only discover from the ap­
plication for patent when the necessity for the exercise of 
his discretion was essential. Having made the discovery 
and exercised his discretion-, the issuanc.e of the letters patent 
was positively suspended. The established process of pro­
cedure being thus arrested and the inventor's rights sus­
pended, the inventor might still tender his patent to the­
Government for use-i. e., disclose his application to the 
full extent-and with matters in this inchoate condition not 
lose his right to sue and recover compensation for its use, 
if it was used, to the same extent as if he had letters patent 
at the time of user. In other words, the law saved to the 
inventor all rights and· privileges which might have resulted 
disastrously to any claim :for comp~nsation by reason of 
its passage without this saving clause. It is difficult for us. 
to conceive that more was intended." (:pp. 552, 553.) 

"The usual course of dealing i:ri. cases o:f this sort is for 
the inventor to tender his paitent directly to the Government 
through the appropriate department and solicit its substitu-­
tion or use by the Government by specifiYing such a use in 
Government contracts." (p. 556.) 

In the Ordnwnoe Engineering case, 68 C. Ols. 30];, plaintiff' 
contended that it wias entitled· to compensation for use 
of the patents involved, under the act o:f October 6, 1917,. 
the defendant insisting -to• the contrary. In deciding this 
issue the court said (pages 357-358) : 

"The requirement of a tender of aii invention was, we· 
think, regarded .by C{mgress as an -essential condition pre­
cedent to the right of recovery under .the statute, because, 
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it ."afforded advance notice to the Government ,and the option 
to use or not :use. The statute dearly Gontemplates a real 
tender-i. e., the bringing to the attention of the Govern­
ment the essential facts, with re:ference to the invention so 
that subsequent use of the invention ma,y prevail with 
knowledge of liability for the same. W·e can not ~ead this 
prov!sion out of the statute." 

In the AZlg1"1J!rlin ease, 6'7 C. Cls. 1, the tender of the in­
vention under the act of October 6, 191'7, was clearly estab­
lished. In the insta.nt ,case it is to be noted that each of the 
patents sued upon was not granted until 1919. Patent 
#1317612 was not a.pplied for until February 27, 1918, and 
the ·application for patent #1318956 was not finally com­
pleted and filed until May 27, 1918. Hence, as to these two 
patents, with which this issue is concerned, the plaintiff 
could not have made a, so-called tender until some date sub­
sequent to the filing of the applications. 

We say this because it is evident that much of the evi­
dence directed to establish tender :fails to do more than 
seek to establish tender for use dependent upon applications 
which in most instances antedate the applications for the 
two patents under which we hold the plaintiff to be entitled 
to compensation under the foregoing statute. • Obviously, the 
reason :for the plaintiff's relying upon all the evidence as to 
teJ1,der is attriputable to the fact that plaintiff alleges in the 
petition that recovery is allowable for the use of all six of 
his patents, under the act of Qctober 6, 191'7. 

The word "tender" used in the act of October 6, 191 '7, is 
not to be given any other meaning than its ordinary one. 
The statute is a remedial one, and the intent of Congress 
in exacting a tender of an invention for use was to put the 
Government upon notice that by user liability to pay the 
applicant .therefor might adse. Its meaning is synony­
mous with "offer" and there is nothing in the act as a whole 
which in ahy way indicates that more was exacted of an 
applicant than bringing to the attention of the .officials the 
:fact, of a pending application for a patept and that the 
Government might use it in any way it might choose. The 
contention that for1nal proceedings are involved in making 



a tender is untenable. Subsequent to the date of tender the 
Government, as well as the applicant, was free to examine 
the application tendered and ascertain the nature o:f the 
invention. • 

On September 22, 1918 (Finding LVIII), .the plaintiff ex­
pressly notified the defendant that bombs were being made· 
in this country under his patent, and sought not only advice 
as to the manner of waiving any claims against the Gov­
ernment for their manufacture and use but expressly waived 
any claim which might accrue under the 'Circumstances. 
'rhe Assistant Secretary of War declined to accept the 
waiver of plaintiff's rights. The plaintiff on other occasions 
was willing to waive any claims against the Government. 

We think the letter of September 22, 1918, constitutes a 
tender within the intent and meaning of the act of October 
6, 1911. It brings home to the acting head o:f the War 
Department all the facts with • respect to existing bomb 
manufacture and use; points out the infringement of plain­
tiff's patent, and offers the Government the express right 
to manufacture and use as it may see fit all bombs previously 
or thereafter manufactured which fall within plaintiff's 
pending applications for patents. What is more, the letter is 
addressed to an official with authority to make contracts. 

The defendant prediicates a defense to plaintiff's suit 
upon a contention that the facts as stated in Findings LVI 
and L VII clearly constitute an implied license to use the 
patents in suit. To support its argument a copious quota­
tion from the opinion 0£ the Supreme Court in the case 
of De Forest Radio Telepho111e and Telegraph Oo. v. United 
States, 213 U. S. 236, is set forth in the brief. The quotation 
is inapposite to the issues in this case. The De Forest ease 
was commenced :in this court and the recovery sought was 
for compensation for the use of the patent under the act of 
June 25, 1910, as amended by the act of July 1, 1918. We 
hav:e held that as to four of plaintiff's patents in suit the 
defendant had an express license to use and manufacture, 
and that as to the two remaining patents plaintiff was en­
titled to· compensation l].nder the act of October 6, 1911, and 
obviously the quotation cited has no application to litiga­
tion coming within the latter act. 
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We are likewise unable to see how Section 4900 of the Re­
vised Statutes (U. S. C., Title 35, Sec. 49) has any appli­
cation to this case. The section has to do with marking: 
patented articles. If we are correct as to the existence of 
an express license it is clearly inapplicable, for under an 
express contract providing for manufacture and use the 
issue of the validity of the patent or patents mentioned in, 
the contract is eliminated. Semple v. United States, 59 C. 
Cls. 664; National Olay Products Oo. v. Heath Unit Tile·· 
Oo., 40 Fed. (2d) 617; Dall Motor Oo. v. PaolccurdJ Motor Oo.,. 
178 N. E. 835. 

The plaintiff, as we have before observed, did not obtain 
a single granted letters patent until the year 1919, and' 
during the period interv.ening between the filing of applica-­
tions and issue of letters patent was under the imperative 
necessity of maintaining strict secrecy and prohibited from. 
communicating to anyone save the United States as to his. 
applications or their contents. In any event, under Section: 
4900 of the Revised Statutes plaintiff was under no obliga­
tion to mark the patented article until letters patent were 
granted for the same. It may be-at least it is not proved 
to the contrary-that neither the plaintiff nor his pred~cessor· 
in title knew of the manufacture of bombs infringing his 
patents by independent contractors for the United States. 
In addition to this, however, it is clear from the .record in 
this case that the defendant was in possession of full knowl­
edge of plaintiff's patent rights, and being in such a posi-- • 
tion it could not infringe .them with impunity under 
Section 4900. 

Findings XIV and XV disclose plaintiff's acquisition of 
title to the patents involved. The stockholders of the Mar--­
lin-Rockwell Corporation are not contesting plaintiff's rights 
under the supplemental agreement executed by that cor­
poration on January 3, 1931. The special jurisdictional act 
authorizes the suit and waives the interposition of the de­
fenses otherwise available under patent laws. 

The case is referred to Commissioner Gordon to take·· 
proof as to the amount of compensation, if any, to be 
awarded the plaintiff, th.e amount to be determined in ac­
cordance with this opinion. Upon the coming in of the• 
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Commissioner's report and the termination of proceedings 
incident thereto, the findings of fact and this opinion will 
·be ·certified to Congress in accord with the provisions of the 
special jurisdictional act. It is so ordered. 

WHALEY, Juitge,- WILLIA~rs, Judge,- LITTLETON, Jwiige,­
ft.nd GREEN, Judge, concur. 
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(Decided June 7, 1937) 

LESTER P. BARLOW v. ·THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. 11. Dorsey .Spencer for the plaintiff. Mr. llir.rNn 0. 
·Todd and Baldwin, Hutchins & ·Todd were on the brief. 

Mr . .Alemrmder Holtzoff, with whom was Mr . .Ass'ista;n't 
Attorney General Sam E. Whitalcer, for the defendant. 
Mr. Herbert .A. Bergson was on the brief. 

This case having been heard by .the -Cou:r-t-of Cla,ims, the 
court, upon the report of a Commissioner and -the evidence, 
makes the following 

ADDITIONAL FINDINGS OF FACT ON .ACCOUNTING 

1. The Barlow patents in suit numbered 1317609, 1317.610, 
and 1317611, are patents directed to improvements upon 
patent no. 1322083, and the rights of the parties with re­
spect to compensation are therefore fixed by the license 
agreement of April 3, 1917, between plaintiff's then ,as­
.signee, Marlin Arms Corporation and Brigadier General 
William Crozier, Chief of Ordnance, United States Army. 
( Special Finding of Fact X., opinion of this Court, Feb­
ruary 3, 1936.) 

2. The Barlow patents in suit numbered 1317612 ana 
1318956 are valid and infringed. 

The Barlow patent no. 1318955 is invalid. 
3. The improved detonator described and claimed in 

patent no. 1317609, and the improved booster described and 
claimed in patents numbered 1317610 and 1317611 were in­
corporated and formed a portion of the structure in each 
of the bombs made under the following contracts listed jn 

149255-37 
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plaintiff's exhibit 1~.Acc, which exhibit is by reference 
made a part of this finding : 
'Contract P 4348-1475 TW ------------------------· ,50, 000 bombs. 

" P 4346-1473 TW ------------------------· 75, 001 " 
" P 4295-1456 TW { a _______________________ 120• 0OO " 

,, b----------------------· 75, 986 " 

C 1961-675 TW { a----------------------· 12' 231 " 
b----------------------· 20,000 " 

Total _______________________________________ 853,218 " 

_4. On the basis "of royalty of ten per cent (10%) of the 
purchase price of each complete drop bomb, either loaded 
or unloaded, procured by the United States from private 
manufacturers" ( the royalty reserved in .Article 1 of the 
-contract of .April 3, 1917), the amount of royalty due at 
the date of final delivery of bombs on each of the bomb 
-contracts listed in finding 3, supra, is as follows: 

Contract Quantity of Price per Total cost IO% royalty bombs bomb 
-

P 4348-1475 TW ______________________ 50,000 $12.41 $620,500.00, $62, '050_ oo 
P 4346-1473 TW .. ____________________ 75,001 12.50 937,512.50 93,751.25 

10,700 16.53 176,871.00 
P 4295-1456 TW{:-------------------- { 

17,687.10 
109,300 16. 385 1, 790, 880. 50 179,088.05 
75,986 931,968.29 12.265 93,196.83 

C 1961-675 TW {~-------------------· 12,231 17.09 209,027.79 20,902.78 
20,000 14.09 281,800.00 28,180.00 

Total. _________________________ 353,218 ------------ 4, 948, 560. 08 494,856.01 

5. The release pin and gasket construction features de­
scribed and claimed in Barlow patent no. 1317612, and some 
of the features d-escribed and claimed in Barlow patent no. 
1318956, which is directed to the guide tube, booster casing, 
and bomb assembly construction, were incorporated and 
formed a portion of the structure in each of the bombs made 
under contracts listed in the following table: 
,Contract P 8016-1914 TW _____________________ _ 

" P 6310-1808 TW ---------------------· 
" P 4-347-1474 TW _____________________ _ 
" P 4351-1478 TW _____________________ _ 

,1, P 4849-1476 TW ---------------------· 
·" P 7513-1878 TW ---------------------· 
·" P 6874--1849 TW _____________________ _ 

4, 988 bombs. 
73,733 " 
13,000 " 
30,000 " 
32,000 " 
75,886 " 

1 bomb. 
" _p 2789- 956 TW ---------------------· 15, 000 bombs. 
" P 13552-2353 TW ---------------------· 50 " 

Total _____________________________________ 244,658 
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A fair and reasonable combined royalty for the use of 
such features of these two patents is 40 cents a bomb. 

6. The following table shows the total computed royalty 
at 40 cents a bomb and the final delivery dates under the 
contracts specified in finding 5 : 

Contract Number of 
bombs 

Amount of 
royalty Final delivery date 

-P 8016-1914 TW ________________________ , 4,988 $1,995.20 February 10, 1919. 
P 6310-1808TW________________________ 73,733 29,493.20 February 1, 1919. 
P 4347-1474 TW ________________________ 13,000 5,200.00 September 28, 1918. 
P 4351-1478 TW ------------------------ 30,000 12,000.00 September 28, 1918. 
P 4349-1476 TW ________________________ 32,000 12,800.00 December 31,-1918. 
P 7513-1878 TW ------------------------ 75,886 30,354.40 February 19, 1919. 
P 6874-1849 TW ________________________ 1 .40 December 12, 1918. 
P 2789-956 TW __ _______________________ 15,000 6,000.00 August 10, 1918. 
P 13552-2353 TW ___ ____________________ 50 20. oo August 18, 1918. 

1-----+----i 
Tota!_____________________________ 244,658 97,863.20 

7. There is not sufficient evidence to ascertain a reasonable 
royalty for the use of any :features covered by Barlow pat­
ents nos. 1317612 and 1318956 which may have been used 
in the construction of bombs under the group of contracts 
listed in finding 3. 

Plaintiff has waived any royalty for the use of the inven­
tions covered by these two enumerated patents with respect 
to the bombs set forth in group of contracts listed in find­
ing 3. 

8. This actio:i;i was instituted by the fl.ling of a petition . 
m the· Court of Claims on June 30, 1927. The plaintiff 
,commenced the presentation of his case by filing a stipula­
tion of :facts on January 27, 1930. The plaintiff commenced 
to take ·testimony in support of his petition on March 4, 
1930, and continued to do so intermittently until June 7, 
1932, when he ciosed his case. The def.endant commenced 
to take its testimony on-June 8, 1932, and closed it on j une 
16, 1932. The plaintiff commenced to offer testimony in 
rebuttal on November 15, 1932, and closed it on November 
29, 1932. The defendant commenced its surrebuttal on the 
same day and closed it on the following day, to wit, No­
vember 30, 1932. On May 3, 1933, the case was reopened 
for the purpose of permitting the plaintiff to offer an addi­
tional exhibit, after which the case was submitted to the 
commissioner for the preparation of findings of fact. How 



-much of ,this delay was avoidable or unavoidable does not 
appea,r. 

·9. A reasonable and entire compensation £or the 597;876 
bombs manufactured is -the sum ,of $592;719.21 ($494,-
856.01 [finding 4] plus $97;863;20 ,n:finding 61), together 
:with inter.est at 5% .per annum on -$97,863.20 from February 
1 0, 1919, -to -date ,of pa,.yment. 

OPINION 

BooTH, Chief .Just'ioe, delivered the opinion of the cour.t: 
This is a patent case now before the court on the issue 

of accounting. 'The ,court on February 3, 1936, filed find-
• ings of fact with .an opinion, .h<iltling the defendant liable 
as appears from findings this day 'filed, the case ·having been 
remanded to the Commissioner of this court in accord with 
·a stipulation of the parties to take testimony ·and .report to 
the court the extent of the liability of the Government 
1.mder the court's :findings and opinion. 

The ·Commissioner's report under the order of remand 
was filed February 24, 1937. The defendant filed exceptions 
thereto on March 24, 1937. The plainti':ff did not exoopt. 

:Defendant's exceptions are not directed to inaccuracies 
in 'figures or computations made by the ·Commissioner. 
They do challenge (1) the liability of the Government, in­
·sisting upon a free license to use patents 1311609, 1317610, 
·and 1317611; (2) that if the first contention is sustained 
'the total sum stated in Finding 4 as damages for the use of 
:the above patents must ·be materia:lly reduced; an!l '(3) that 
the rate ·of interest allowed is too high. 

Finding X, filed by the court February 3, 1936, sets forth 
t-he pertinent provisions of a contract entered into bet:w:een 
the Marlin Arms ·Corporation, plai.ntifr!s assignor, and the 
United States, covering the use and manufacture of a drop 
bom:b for which an application for a patent was then pend­
'ing. Subsequently this application matured into patent 
'.1:322083 to the ·plaintiff Barlow ·on November 18, 1919. 

Article 1 of this contract licensed the United States to 
use in an unrestricted way the above patent upon payment 
·of a 10% royalty of the purchase and cost p:i;ice of each 
bomb procured. In addition to the fixed royalty noted. 

\ 
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.Article 1 empower.ed the United Stat(?s to manufacture, ·or 
"have manufactured, to use and sell, drop bombs possessing· 
any or all of the features covered by and described in ap-· 
plication for letters patent numbered 98'73'7, filed May 20, 
1916, the claims of which application have been allowed in 
:full, and of which the contractor claims to be the sole1 

owner." 

Article 2 of the contract provided as :follows : 
It js :further agreed that in consideration of the. 

assistance rendered by the Ordnance Department, 
United· States .Army, in the development of the d:rop 
bomb referred to herein, and of the royalty to be p~idl 
as set forth in article 1 o:f this contract, the Ordnance' 
Department, United States .Army, shall have the :dght,. 
without the payment of any additional sum, to manu­
factur.e, to have manufactured, to use and to sell,. drop 
bombs possessing such improvements of any of the· f'ea­
tures covered by the application for letters patent speci­
fied in article 1 of this contract as. may: ,be covered· by, 
applications hereafter allowed the• contractor by the, 
United States Patent Office. • [Italics ours.J 

The court held that patents 1317.609, 1317610, and 1317.611 
came within the license contract· of .April 3, 191 'l, and' that 
the fixed: royalty. pr.ov:ided in the same' should have beeru 
paid to the plaintiff. The defendant renews a contentiorn 
that under Articles 2 and 10 of the license agreement. the 
·plaintiff is precluded :from recovering an.y: sum as and for· 
an infringement of these patents. 

Article 2 of the license agreement, which prov.ides that 
the Army may use improved features of the patented bomb, 
1322083, carries with it, the- defendant contends, a; :free· 

. ' license to use-patents 1317609, 1317610, and 1317.611, not only 
because the court held that said patents w:ere covereµ; by. 
the, license agreement but because it was therein pro:vided 
that the 1\rmy, "shall have the right, without the payment 
of any additional sum", to use said p~tents, as provided. in 
Article 1. 

If the defendant's construction of Article 2· is sound, the. 
plaintiff under this jurisdictional act. placed the defendant 
in the advantageous position of being able to discontinue 
the. use or martufactur~ for it of bomps under· patent. 
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1322083, the patent covered by Article 1, and resort to the 
use of vastly improved bombs under the improvement pat­
ents without paying any royalty. While manifestly the 
parties are bound by the license agreement, the construc­
tion contended for brings about an exceptional and most 
unusual agreement. 

If the words "without the payment of any additional 
sum" constitute a conclusive free license to use the im­
proved patents, rather than a right to use the same with­
out paying a royalty therefor in excess of the 10% pro­
vided m Article 1, then defendant's position is as stated, 
predicated upon two considerations-first, that the amount 
of the roya.lty to be .paid under Article 1 was the entire 
money consideration exacted by the patentee, and second, 
that the aid furnished by the Ordnance Department of the 
~rmy induced the execution of Article 2. 

The license agreement was undoubtedly negotiated and 
e~ecuted, and the amount of royalty to be paid thereunder­
fixed upon the basis of the service rendered the patentee by 
the Ordnance Department of the Army. The Government 
officials who made the contract appraised the value of the 
contribution made by the Army to the invention, and clearly 
no attempt was made to extend its value to a free license to, 
use the patents. 

Article 1 of the agreement in a definite way grants an 
unrestricted license to the Government, so far as the allowed. 
application 98737 for patent 1322083 is concerned, and it is. 
apparent that the/parties to the agreement at the time antici­
pated improvements upon this patented bomb. I£ patented 
improvements came into existence, Article 1 would not have. 
entitled the Government to use the. same. Therefore, it was 
a matter of foresight, grounded upon necessity, to provide 
in Article 2 that the Government acquire the same rights in. 
improved patents as it acquired by the terms of Article 1. 

The court's findings disclose that the art involved was: 
open to a variety of improvements. Drop bombs had not. 
developed. to the extent of perfection by any means, and. 
the license agreement in Article 2 was intended to obligate· 
the pat_entee to. receive no more than a 10% royalty in the 
event the Government used or caused to be used a bomb-
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embodying improvements of the one mentioned in Article 
1. It is difficult to -conceive that either party intended to 
acquire rights whereby the Government could discontinue 
to use bombs covered by patent 1322083 to be paid for upon 
a unit basis, and then after important improvements came 
into being enjoy the user of the improved· ones, which it is 
demonstrated were most extensive, upon a free license basis. 

If a construction of the license agreement contrary to 
what has been said is to prevail, nothing could interfere 
with the Government's discontinuing use of bombs under 
Article 1 when comparatively few had been used, and im­
mediately commence the user of the improved ones under 
Article 2 and pay no more for the same than a nominal 

' sum under Article 1. 
Article 10 of the agreement is relied upon as a· complete 

defense to the suit. A number of cases are cited, all of 

which sustain the rule that where the parties to an express 
contract agree to submit doubts and disputes arising dur­
ing the course of contract performance to a designated offi­
cial and make his decision final, such a decision may not be 
challenged except for baa faith or -such gross error as to­
warrant an implication of bad faith. The leading case is. 
United States v. Gleason, 175 U. S. 588. 

The defense asserted encounters an obstacle due to the 
fact that plaintiff's assignor, The Marlin-Rockwell Corpo­
ration, did not manufacture a single one of the bombs in­
volved in this item in suit. The question of a free license 
to manufacture or use the improved patented bombs was not 
called to the attention of the owners of the patents; and 
the record is silent as to the fact of knowledge of any kind 
upon the part of .the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation that 
the bombs were being manufactured and delivered by con­
tractors other than it. 

It has been held by the court that the bombs manufac­
tured by the Government infringed plaintiff's patents; that 
contractors other than the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation 
were paid for the same, and that this record discloses no 
evidence ·that the Government acted upon a claimed free 
license to do what was done. There was .no opportunity 
for a dispute between the parties as · to the meaning 
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,of anything in the Marlin-Rockwell Corporation license 
·agreement. The Government disregarded it and proceeded 
·to procure the bombs under another and wholly independ­
ent contract, and a special jurisdictional act was essential to 
maintain this suit. 

The royalty of 10% fixed by the court's finding 4 is 
,arrived at by accepting the sum the parties agreed upon in 
the license contract. w· e think the royalty thus established. 
is a reasonable one in view of all the facts in the case. 
Plaintiff is, of course, not contending £or a right of recovery 
1mder the license contract. Nevertheless, having consented 
that a royalty of this sum is sufficient consideration for the 
granting of a license to defendant, plaintiff is not entitled 

. ' ·under this item in suit to more. 
The final challenge fo the award made to plaintiff is con­

fined to two important propositions directly involving a 
-contention for a substantial reduction of the sum reported 
in the accounting findings. It is first claimed and argued 
·that the date from which interest is to' be computed upon the 
:award should be limited to a six-year period, because of the 
prolonged delays of the plaintiff in presenting testimony 
:and preparing the case for t~ial. 

Predicating an argument upon an inexcusable delay in 
·prosecuting a case involving an interest allowance is mani­
festly deserving of serious consideration. This case has 
been pending since 1927, and no evidence was presented· 
until 1930 before the Commissioner of this court to whom 
the case was referred for the taking of testimony. After 
1930, despite the lingering character of the record, it may 
not be said, as the court's records disclose, that unusual 
.and unexpected .delays obtained. 

The difficulty inherent in the defendant's contention re­
:sides in the fact that the only evidence the court has upon 
which a charge of inexcusable delay may be sustained 
.against the plaintiff is the records of the clerk's office, whicl\ 
-do not disclose with sufficient definiteness the cause of the 
-delay. We have no means of attributing it entirely to the 
plaintiff and no record of £acts upon which to rest a con­
•clusion that in some, if not many, instances, it was un­
.avoidable. Howev;er, inasmuch as the findings and opinion 

.,_ 
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must be reported to Congress, we believe the defendant'~ 
request :for an additional finding on this subject should be.. 
allowed, and the finding is given. 

In the Richmond Screw Anchor Oompany case, 275 U. S .. 
331,. the Supreme Court held that the assignee o:f a patent is. 
entitled under the ,act o:f 1910 as amended by the act o:f 1918, 
to recover :for past infringements o:f patent rights. 

In the case o:f Waite v. United States, 282 U. S. 508, and. 
in the Seaboard Air Line Railway Oo. v. United States, 261 
U. S. 299, it was said: "Interest at a proper rate is a good. 
measure by which to ascertain the amount so to be added." 
This language was used to sustain the rule that under the 
law the plaintiff was entitled to just compensation :for the, 
taking o:f his property, and just compensation comprehends 
the allowance of such a sum as will compensate him in :full. 
Therefore, i:f the payment o:f just compensation is not made 
when the property is taken, interest at a proper rate is to. 
be added extending :from the date o:f the taking until pay-­
ment is made. We, have fixed the rate o:f interest in the. 
findings. 

The original findings o:f :fact and opinion o:f the court 
filed February 3, 1936, together with additional findings o:f • 
the court on accounting and the court's opinion thereon.· 
this day filed, will be reported to Congress as the act of' 
March 3, 1927, provides. It is so ordered: 

WHALEY, Judgej WILLIAMS, Judgej LITTLETON, Judge;· 
and GREEN, Judge, concur. 

A true copy. 
Test: 

Ohief Olerk, Oourt of Olaims 
of the United States. 

D.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1937 • 
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No. H-272 

(Decided May 31, 1938) 

LESTER P. BARLOW v. THE UNITED STATES 

Messrs. George A. King and George R. Shields for the 
plaintiff. Baldwin, Todd & Young and Messrs. Robert A. 
Young, H. Dorsey Spencer, and Paul E. Haworth were 
on the brie:fs. 

Mr. Alewander Holtzoff, with whom was Mr. Assistant 
Attorney General Sam E. Whitaker, for the defendant. Mr. 
Herbert A. Bergson was on the brief. 

ON MOTION FOR NEW TRIAL 

BOOTH, Chief Justice, delivered the opinfon of the court: 
This case is now before the court upon plaintiff's motion 

for a new trial. The plaintiff's claim was referred to this 
court by the folJowing act of Congress ( 44 Stat. 1844) : 

Be it enacted by tlie $enate and 1101.tse of Repre­
sentatives of the United States of Am,erica in Oongress 
assembled, That the Court of Cfaims is hereby author­
ized and empowered to hear and determine the claim of 
Lester P. Barlow against the United States, arising out 
of the use by the United St;i,tes of certain inventions 
of said Lester P. Barlow described by United States_ 
Letters Patent Numbered 1317609, 1317610, 1317611, 
1317612, 1318955, 1318956: Provided, That ,within Ol)e 
year from the date of the approval of this Act said 

. Lester P. Barlow shall file in said Court of Claims his. 
petition setting forth the statement of his said claim :. 
And provided fwrther, That section 34:7'7 of the Re-­
vised Statutes of the U:p.ited States, and any statutes 
of limitation Qrdinarily applicable, he, and the same. 

67025-38 

--
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and· adopted to harmonize the two, and this amendment is 
in the bill now before us. 
• On March 2, 1927, the following proceedings took place 
in the House of Representatives: 

Mr. HooPER. ¥r. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to take from the Speaker's table the bill (H. R. 10178) 
to. confer authority: on the Court of' Claims to b,ear and 
determine the claim of Lestt}r P. Barlow against the 
United States, wfth the Senate amendment,. and agree 
to the Senate amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request o:£ the 
gentleman from Michigan~ 

There was no objE}ction. 
The Senl!,te amendment was read. 
The Senate amendment was agreed to. 

It is t:rue that the seconc!, proviso to the act uses this lan­
guage-"the Court of Claims in considering and adjudicat­
ing the above-described 'claim," but it is also true that in 
this s.ame cop.nection these wo1;d's appear: "and such :fi.p.ding 
on the law and facts of said claim. as the Cou1;t of Claims 
may make shall b~ reported to Oongr~n [italics supplied], 
and this same language is repeated in the fourth proviso of 
the act with referen,ce to the claim by the Gov:ernw.ent by 
w.ay of set-offs1 the court being required to. report the law 
and the facts. Congress having twice commanded the court 
to report the law and facts respecting ev:ery phas(} of the 
c;,ontroversy reforred. indicates, in our opinion., that they 
ip.tended to reserve .tinal action upon this claim. Congress 
knew o:fr the statute which requires an annual report of our 
judgments, etc., to that body, and if this language means no 
more than to embrace, the same it is surplusage. We think 
it was inserted for a purpose. 

In ordinary Congressional references under Section 15i 
of the Judicial Code by, one house o.f Congress the court do.es 
not report the law and the facts of the case. We report the 
:facts, and when an act of Congress e::pict$ in express lan­
guage a report of both the facts and law to Cougres$ it i~· 
manifest tl+at the court may not disregard this comma,nd, 
In our annual report to Congress we do not go into any such· 
detail, and from this annual report Congress could not n.scet~ 
tain the legal reasons for rendering a judgment in a given,, 
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-case, or sufficient information upon which to rest inde-· 
pendent consideration of the cases reported. 

The plaintiff stresses the fact t1:1,at the special act ·uses this. 
language, "the Court of Claims in considering and adjudi: 
eating the above described claim of Lester P. Barlow," 
which, taken in connection with the clauses which precede 
them, indicates that a case for judgment is intended. • 

It is true that in some of the cases cited in plaintiff's brief 
determinative significance was given to the word "adjudi­
-cate," and it was held that the use of the word in its con­
nection with the context of the entire act gave the court 
jurisdiction to render judgment. United States v. Jrwim,, 
127 U. S. 125. In that case the language used was precise; 
the court w~i;; to adjudicate it "according to law." The act 
itself conferred jurisdiction and provided a remedy where 
none had existed before. 

The remaining cases brought to the attention of the court 
by plaintiff exhibit, we think, judicial adherence to the 
fundamental rule of statutory construction wherein the as­
certainable intent of the legislative body is the conclusive 
factor in determining the scope and meaning of an act. 
Special jurisdictional acts are to be strictly construed, Schil­
linger v. United States, 155 U. S. 163, and if the language 
of the act indicates a congressional intention to withhold 
jurisdiction from the court to render a judgment and simply 
report the law and the facts to Congress, it is, we think, 
when taken into consideration along with the legislative 
procedure which granted the right, the duty of the court to 
follow the direction. Especially is this true if the conten­
tion involves an element of doubt. Blaokfeather v. United 
States, 190 U. S. 368. 

The special jurisdictional act in this case does not pro­
vide for a review of our decision by the Supreme Court, and 
while the absence of such a provision is not conclusive evi­
dence of an intent to withhold jurisdiction to render a judg­
ment, it is a fact which may be taken into consideration and 
given weight in ascertaining legislative intent. The court is 
unaware of any established precedent which fixes the rate of 
interest to be allowed in eminent domain cases as a part of 
just c<;>mpens~tton. Shoshone Indiaw v. The United States, 
85 C. Cls. 331, affirmed by the Supreme Court April 25, 1938. 
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We believe the rate which we fixed in this case is ample to 
make up just compensation £or the taking of the plaintiff's 
patents. 

The motion for a new trial is overruled. The findings of 
fact and opinion heretofore rendered, together with this 
Qpinion, will be certified to Congress. It is so ordered. 

WHALEY, Judge,- WILLIA.Ms, Judge,- LITTLETON, Judge/ 
and GREEN, Judge, concur. 

A true copy . 
. Test: 

Ohief Olerk, Oowrt of Olaim,s 
of the United States. 

U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: tUt 
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Director 

• 
lfl'.eh.era:l f!itur.ea:u nf :i!nu~stiga:tion 

11tnit.eh ita:t.es 1!1.epa:rtm.ent nf Yustir.e 
Des Moines, Iowa 

"May n, 1940 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: \ 
\_ ' 

r"\ ,, 
1 • ... 

;\.~,' -

Enclosed lerewith are five cop~s of a letter 
received from R. Vf.,Nebergall, Chief o.;(~he Iowa State 
Bureau of Investiga ion, concerning onel,Barlow who it is 
believed offered high explosives to arnzy- officials for 
experiment recently. 

This is being forwarded to the Bureau for trans­
w~ttal to appropriate authorities . . 

ERD:DLH 
61-3 

Enclosures 

Veey truly. yours, 

£~~~ 
E. R. DAVIS, 

Special Agent in Charge. 

1 MAY 15 1940 
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1,fay 10, 1940 

E. R. Davis, 
Special Agent in Charge, 
Federel Bureau of Investigation, 
739 Insurance Exchanee Bldg., 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

• 
C 

0 
p 

y 

You are no doubt familiar With recent net·rs dis­
patches referring to one Barlow, who is said to be the in­
ventor o.f a new· high explosive which he has recently demon­
strated to military authorities in the United States. 

The Ba.rlow referred to originally comes from Cl€8r 
Lake, Iov;a and is said to have at one time been identified 
Yli th certain individuals in Des :Moines. Since the appearance­
in the newspapers of the items referring to his demohs~ration 
of his new high explosive, there appears to be quite a little 
comment in redical circles in Des Hoines and it has com.e to 
our ears that certain individuals here have said that Barlow 
a fev1 yea.rs ago was an avowed Red• 

We are unable to vouch for the correctness of this 
informat:i.on and are passing it on to you for such attention 
as it may merit. 

mm:il'V 

Cordially and sincer0ly yours, 

R. ·,,1. N~EE.I,GAlL, 
Chief of Bureau. 

-/ 
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Director 

• • 
If!eiterul ffiureuu of Jluue.sti9utin11: 

-~ .. 
l!tuiteit itute.s ilepurtmeut of Yu.sfi.t.i":1

-

Sioux: Falls, South Dakota 
May 29., 1940 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington., n. c. 
Dear Sir: 

O' 
Re: LESTER P. BARLOW; 

INFO'RMATION CONCERNING. 

Reference is had to the tel-etype from the Omaha Office 
to the Director under date of May 27th and letter to the Direc­
tor from the Omaha .Office under date of May•· 27th., copies of 
which communications were furnished the Sioux: Falls Field 
lli.vision • 

The alleged fo:rmer Special Agent mentioned therein 
possibly '!Nly be one GLEN~MOORE or one -:j1WILSON. These are 
two men I remember as ~cial Agents in the Omaha Division 
during the late war, lITLSON being an attorney who., after he 
left the service., practiced law in Lincoln., Nebraska., which 
is his home. MOORE le.ft the service after the war., was Qri­
ginally from Deadwood., South Dakota., and has been living in 
western Nebraska. 

Special .Agent EMERY mentioned in the letter from the 
Omaha Office was not in the service during the late war or 
immediately after the war. Another Agent in the ? .. ---Office 
during the pertinent period was one lmown as CLYDE; , who 
after leaving the service became a narcotic agent. 

WH:jb 
CC:Qna.ha 

Very truly yours., 

YiERNERHANNI 
Special .Agent in Charge 

,, 

I 
/ 
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,3ri r:a~ier General Sher: tan !'Uos 
As:::ilstn.ot Ci1iof or ~:;to.ft 
0-2, ar u~r...:i.rt~cnt 
.,,.~rdi:rto.n., O. C. 

Dear General r.'iles: 

t,,r :;,:;iJ.r infcr.::iaticn arid s'tlch 
:ittcatio:1 tJ.S :;ou ;;1a::r tice;:: o.:;ipropria.tc, I O.';'t tratts­
r:-:lttin,~ hera: .. 1.th one cory oi' a lett,;r ccncer.nin~ 
Jj;;~tcr :B:.i.rlcw ;,tdch. ,m.::.-: di.r::::ct.,.:::J to t~ta D'ls :. oi.n~s 

otfic•a of t•i,ls r:1.u•f.n~:.1 on "a::r 10# 191,.01 by t 1r .. '.-,: •..• 
:Jeberp,all., c:,i~f of the Iowa St!l.te ~.:1urcttu of Inviest­
:t, •,.:..tion, Dos ••• olnes, _ :to.1a. 

Sincerel7 yours, 

~oloouro 

('~~ ------
,,. f'v'~"• '"'''[r ----! '' '' ·,i...,,.i.,n ,!;NS SEGTI0/4 

·r '. M -~IL F: 0 
1 .. , ~ 

/, 

/ 

,: 
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IJF'F'ICE PHIJNE 

RES, PHIJNE 

P. J~l<ELLY 
FARMS,RANCHES, LOANSANDINSURANCE 

BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA 

F.on. J. ~dgar Hoover 
FJ3deral Bu.P:eau of Investigation 
Washington, D. o. 

Dear Mr. Hoov"'r: 

'Ferr '30me time I have been reading in the daily press about the bomb 
inventions of Mr. Lester p.°-sarlow. Thfus recalls to mind a time in April 
1920, while as a special agent F"7n:r., I was sent to Aberde 0 n s. D. to in­
vestigage the activities of thfus gentleman, who was at that time consider­
ed one of the mo st dangerous radicals in the territory compromising the 
two Dakotas and Minnesota. No doubt your department has a complete file 
in this connection, as the daily papers in the Dakotas printed at lengfuh a 
great many storfues about he and his organization. 

However, as a vetran of the world war, and knowing the shrewdness and 
deceitful way in which this man operatfs I would like to offer this suggest­
ion, that before he is taken seriously in the eyes of the public; that he 
prove that he is de±ng his wor.k honestly and to the best interests to the 
country; that he had an opportunity to defend in 1B£8( I believe the record 
will show that in thA world war he registered as a conscient.!i:ous objector). 
T'.nere is no doubt but what this man is smart and is -equi:oped with a lot of 
ability. Neither- do I believe his attitude in registering as an objector 
was due to the fact of ,my religous tendencys, or that he was a coward, as 
I believe the record will s:bow that he was a member of Villia's sta£f when he 
attempted to overthrow the govP.rnment of H"'xico. These statements were claim­
ed in an aritcle publi.shed in a Minat N. D. paper also again published in the 
Aberdeen -s.,··~D.· Da:i:ly .American. He attepteEl to sue the .Aberdeen paper for 
libel and collected from his foililowe~s soNe $800.00 in a defens~ fund, but I 
understand no suit was ever filed. 

I am quite certain this is the same man who is now inventing bombs, and 
unless he has chang~d his ways, to my notion, he is a dRUgerous man to be 
oonnected in any way to our war time preparations. 

RECORDED 

\__,. INn:Xmn 
Yours very tmly, . 

0 
r-----~-""'· ______ _ 

• 1a_~ - Jq 213 - ;;i._u 
~' . • ;":AL f aE.~u oF mvESTIGAJ,-.: ~I 

MAY 27 1940 
. JUSl)tE 

JWK:M 
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OHC::m,m Jun-, 1, 1940 

Re: l-estel:9 Pence· Barlow 

I am transmitting herewith, as or possible 
interest to you, a copy of: a memorandum. dated l!!ay 31, 
191.0, containing Llio1:il:,d;ion vd3.;h respect to one 
Lester. .l?~ce f,.s:cl.o;lf, 1·,bo r.econtl:t r>?c·..:1.vc.1 con;.;:i.tl-:.:j.--ablo 

.. pres:::: J:M.blicit,y in ,;::on._n.,.-:e·tio1t1 wl:t;h .:a, al.10ce.:l invention 
of a new type liquid oxygen-carbon explosive tomb, 
known as "Glmite. 0 

Fnolosure 

., • rz• Ofi!.i 7t - -

~,1r. 1\,~•,'111\!I> 

::1!r. Na·t'.~l'l" 

T"/Sr .. !~o f_,~ '}'', '•'l. ~ 

Respectfully,. 

Jor-.ai f:d:;nr 'r,-,~7t·r 
Di.rector 

'I 

I, 
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Trte i'ollowin~r infon1w:tio:1. :rela:tes to one Lester Perice 
·c:arlo,1., w110 recently received. considerable press p:·iblici·t:,.,. ;.1:ith 
.respect to en alleged invention of' ti nm,; tyoe explosive bo~b. 

It is reported t.'hat Iarlow r.-as torn. -t:n ·c:.:.e ~tfl.te ◊'f: 
isc◊nsin on December 21, 18J2, bein;:; -the so:1 o.i.' a. ·:· .. 1?.arlow· .. 

L:: llvec'l d•Jrin.:; a po:..~tion of hls early life rl t:1 his i'at~cr c:j 
Gl'.;ar Tu1!~~,. IO?.'a. ra:rlO'.iV" enlisted in t:·•.e ::'ni'tc:i Sfo.t::-s ?~-:::~;1 r·s 
c. co~,1 r,asser 0:1 C~tcf:;e-r 5, 1904-, ::;tnti:r:::-:: u-::on s·:ch cccas:lo!'! 
b:·..at ;,1s ·trade 1N:1S 11sta.tior,.acy et::-i;lne,,:,r. u .:.:arl,:,rr sutscqn~!'l.tl:,t 
ser1e.:l 2.lnard. tee ·J.S,.S .. :2~IAOF, U.B.S ... ::JfJFPLY, TJ.S.S. ·r:rm30"·, 
ff.S.S. G!LVI S'r{ffi, u.s.s. lf<);(CC!,N and lJ.s .. s. rr~•-:;P": :p,;:;r. J'e -was 
honornbl:-r msc11arc;ed from ·!he Nav.y at !"are Islru~a, Cal-i tornia, 
on Gctobcr 19, 1<;03, at -ritich tine he possessed tJ:.~ rat.ins ot 
;:l'.'.'cttician.,. ::eci:mJ. Class. 

Ird'on::iation concernin .. ~ ...:.ar1ow 1s :--;.ctivities subsequent 
.;. .... t1··,.,, 1,:,e<+ ..,,,-+·.·in"'le'l ,1 ... +.0 J."< .. •-ro-l·. CO'-'\'(\l"'-·1• 0 1-;,_,.te~~e"" ,.,...,,.-,c-, .. :,_•.:,, VJ _....., .:..c;:..u- ._1 .--k\ol' ___ ..., _, ..;,c'.I,,._,,~ ...r .1 ... _, """"'J..""' ,~f.tv• E~ ..tu •'.Ii !.'} .,_c......i....,,. .~ -w-

l"eI=OrtOJ to lm:vc obkn.ned oerix'.in :pn:i;cn:ts :i:ro:1. ti:o l"nit-::;J. .sk,i:tes 
F~rbent O.i.'i'ice in cor ... '1cc·tio::i .-;it:1 e:·.:i:•losive bo::1-::.:: ..::.csio1cJ. t:,, hi,r, 
durin:~ 1916 . 

.Carlow is :r·e':'.'ori:;cii ·i;o hir:e served \'rli.ih t:--::• ··t~x:le3.1. 
revolutionar-.r le~Je.r, Far.cl::, Villi. ;:e Ji ... s t!lle.:;eCJ.;,r ooGstc:i 0£' 
h; s s~r-rlce vdt:.1 Villa., ,2.11 .?.:.~scrtions b1ve alle .:ell.:: l e:-::1 ::iade 
to t:".c e.t£ect tlud; Barlow· 7J"as in chari_{e oi' :ivilJ.ats idr. force 

~- - consisting or two old f~rtin ·bombers .... 1 

""s •~ - " I 

~.ccord:i.nb to avdlacle infor.nation, Barlor. diJ. not, 
serve in the armed .forees of •t::e IJnit;ed. States dUl'in:; tte , orld 
---ar, ~.nd_, while assertions lu,:.re been r..ade to the ei"i'ect t1:2.t be 

.. • e':" ... ,de:1 s:..:ch service- by !'i".',,:i.s·;;.r.rir ·:-,- cs a 11 c·i:·1?.::wie~1tio~m (ib~l~c·b-:sr, u 
.. ,:~ef:1:nit,c, iru:,:i:i.~:',t,ion. in ·t1·:i.c rc;-~r.5:. i::.1 :not, !=:03sr,~sea. 
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an a:Jscciate of 112.rlorr an:l t;:a•t t::e la.tit.er :~.ad inverrte:i a new 
i:aeriaJ. t,orpecl.o,.n be.i..nt-: considered. by Uni'&:;e'l Gtates :.ilit::<~t 
ru-:.1. i,=i.val o.ut!:torities. I't was sw.bE:i t.~t, .iln.rlow,. ,•faile 
retfil"Ttin : ·to t,t.e Fr.d:ted 8 tat es fro;:i lord.on, t (n;}J..a.:r:d., durinJ 
1Ja:y, 1917, :formed an acqued.ntance l'dt~1 a wo?r.an passen.:;er on the 
ship, w'.:"J.ch acGm-rln~ce resulted :L"'l riw.rriage. Gi.b~s alle;_:edly 
statea tllat. iollowin;J t~re marriage .w:--.a., iarlow resided e.t 2.54 
Ferry, Uew Haven, Connecticut, and that durin.:; ?arch, 1918, she 
mysteriously disappeared.. It was statetl that ~,Jr.s .. mrloyr 
probably ,:;ossesse::1 considerable infol.'tlation about the ae.:r'iaJ. 
torpedo, and. it was suspected her disappearance mieb.t nuve 
i11:vol1re::d esnionage activities,. Additional ini'orr.-atlon concern.­
in; the above incident is not possessed. 

On July 10, 1918, Barlow executed passport application. 
tio. 2550ll, in wrich he deposed that he would depart i'ro."!! New 
York City enroute to France on Jal:, 18, 1918. .:Jarlow indicated 
i'urtl:-,~r in t:'lis pas3port ar,;,lica:tio!'l th::-t ha ~sired to visit. 
:rr,nee for ·tl':e purpose of observ:tn::::: m.ilitar;r tests:. l.tt~c'tcJ, to 
t:1.c ar.07e ::1entioned. ~~;11icaticn £or passport ';1.."ll.S a letter dr::t("?o 
J·~1 • 9 ,,91~ ·• ~ ·'- ',t;_. • ;'\ ·•f - • c· • "' " "'t "1" •• u.i.:•,r , ~ o, Si@'le,:,.. u,/ ~~;_.-c.on v,. , .RI'S-:ll_, ~1..C). O:!. ,.., tu.-, • gr 
1:ep:'.!!l't,~r,nt, ciu1ress$J to t'he Bureau oi Ci tizens~-;ip, t :"'lpr:rtt.1cn:t 
o.t Gt~rte,. readinz as i'ollows: 

t1Tae- ', 'ar :Oe_~art!nent h2.s no object-lon to iss1.,.in~· passport 
to 1rr. I.ester P. ·.eariow, when it has authorj.zed to 
procee 1 to irar:ce t,, ,ti. tncss ths tests of tl:e bo:::.::s of 
,~::deli hr~ was ·l.;he nr.,.,;cticc1 invent.or. n ,. 

r-arlow oot,?ined tl:e passport on the acove. occasion, an:1 t!e sub­
sequently, on :',uzust 9, 1918., sail('>d i'or DorJeaux, .France., aboard 
the s .. s. '.t.,jGf:.r . .2-t:Aff. Barlow indicateJ. to officials of' the .t:"rench 
lino w1en p·;rchasin: his ~tea."llSll:ip ticket that l1e w:::.s e~oloyecl 
by the i.iarlin-::~ock'ifell Corpora:hion, 347 l.:ad1.son ..':.venue, itel'i 'Xork 
Cit-,1. 

Information was recently obtained f'ro!l ~ loeal official 
in. Les !foines, Iowa., to the ef'i'ect t11at .P,arlow· l'Jas :fonner:ly 
associated Ydth a nu"'lber or indivL:i.uals at I·es :.foines, Iowa, at 
wbieh time Barlow was an uavowed Red. u Available inforr.i.ation 
indicates t:iat durin[; April, 1920., la.rlow 1va.s active in :J:?e>rdeen, 
Sout:1 iJakota., ~nd vicinity in connectiori 'Wit,h an orrrari..ization 
kno·r.n as "the n~: orld '.~ar veterans, 1, rarlow r.a\'in:.: alle;;;ed.ly 
reoresented j;J..~self as ceing Eational Cr.P..innan or t 11i.s r:roup, 
w>.ich t:t1s report<:t:l b,:, bei of D. v~rrr nra,5.lc'.'.'.l,0 r.:.t,'..t.'t'e. S,:;onsora or 
t,1·is or.::-;:r:izirtion, w orld ·ar ·v•et(:rans, 11 ~..llt:-,:-:c:tJ.:l clair.ie3 t!".e:c 
lt, ·-m:J £om.el in :,;-.ronoe t:,r e:r.:-solciiers art,:1 sro.lol'-s nin.;_,, r:1ays 
:followlni:; the l,r.mistice a.1!.d that it was stro11;:,ly op::o:!e:l to t~10 
1 ~e:c..tcari Ler,:ton and t~:e a:bns ot tte latter or("';sni2ation. 
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According to reports and in£'ori.nation obteined. during 1920., 
sponsors or the organizs.t.i.on, 'lr.i.or.ld ,;;-ar Veterans., 11 s:t.ated tba.t, 
while the American legion. represented the 0 capitallstie11 cl.a.so, 
u~irorld War Veteranatt represented the n.massea.• It ns reported 
that this organisation planned during 1920 to secure complete 
control. of: the political. destiny of the united States within. one 
year by any method$ available. This organization allegedly 
planned to .fora a political part:f to be known as the nNational 
Service Party,• by' lu$ion 1rith the .following organizationa: 

The Non-Partisan League 

The Committee· or i·orty-Eight 

The Industrial Workers of the r:orld 

!he Communist and Communist Labor Parties 

The !Jn.erican Federation of Labor 

The Soeialist Party (Both factions as 
existint:: in 1920) 

It was reported that leaders of the organisation, "World "i';ar 
Veteran•~,. had stated t..'JJ.ey would agree to caabine 1ti th BXr3' other 
organaa.tions that might desire to Nair their grievances and get 
justice .tor the proletariat." JlarlOW' also 1:tde speec:J.es in which 
he :represented hir~eli' to be an orgsnizer i"or the ~tional. Service 
;arty ot the Non-Partisan I.eague. 

Ba~low,. wbilE? malting a speech at Aberdeen, South Bakota, 
on April 18, 1920, allegedly advised the audience that he -was 
engaged throughout the world War in working on various inventions 
and, .further, that all o£ the bombs used by the United States .Army­
were invented by hut. He also stated, according to available 
information, that he was on ver:, f'amiliar terms wit~ certain 
Ccrr,crncental of'!ieia.J.s in 1·;aehL"lgton :end tliat 1117.e had t:'!t;!- il1side 
on the aircraft scan&Jl!' but had been refused t;e,r.,.ission to 
testify before ·the Senate investigating cOOlllitteo due to tho £act 
his te$timony might expose 11ScY.n& high otficials. 11 Earl« on the 
above occasion alleg~dly attacked the nationa.1 acLuni:stmtion then 
serving in \\ashington. 

• r.:n.rormatitm has been :reeei,red 'that en Jun~ 20., 1920, 
}Jarlow att.e:n,ted to :;.'lake a speech .t'ro.,.11 the .!!tre0t curb in !1ason 
C'ity., Imm, t.o- :z. num'bet" of followers, t'his speech b':·i.nJ or s-.1ch a 
nature that either the Mayor or Chief' or .Police ordered hi!n. to bl:" 
taken into custody after he bad been. speakine about th.irly minutes. 
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It is reported th;J;t Barlow '\fas on tbi~ occasion ta'!~en to the 
.Police Station at lla.sor. Cit-.r., low.a., and Barlow, hitlsel.£, allegedly 
stated during the course of a speech on the evening of the sam.e 
day a;(j Clear Lake, Iowa,. that he was arrested and taken to tlle 
Police Station at. Mason .City. Barlow reierred, on the last 
mentioned occasio:I¼ to the Chief 0£ l?oliee of Mason City., Iowa, 
as a. udope fiend, n and he allegedly :,,tat.ed that. he intended a 
return to Uason Cit.y ;for another speech, asserting that the Yayor 
and Cr.J.et 0£ .Police would either publicly apologise !or t'he above 
li'lentioned arrest or would be sued by &rl.ow tor damages. &rlOII' 
as reported to have stated on the occasion or his speech at 
Clear lake, Iowa, that officials at i.fason City, Ion; had not been 
respeci;ing the citizens• rights of free speech, &t cetera, and he 
allegedly added that stthe Mason Cii;.r bunch during the War held 
kangaroo courts and forced peopl-e to buy Liberty Bonds, reeei ving 
c01111d.sl'i0l18 on the bonds that t.Jle7 sold.• 

.According to available information,, Barlow,. on Januar., 
2!1, 1920, :made a speech in the Labor Temple Hall, Des Moines, Ion, 
during a. 11.ffting of the World ~ar Veterans, concerning 11hich the 
£0-Uowing information has been £n.m.iahecb 

ttTh,e PNsident and the Departaent 0£ Justice came in for a 
share of Yr. Barl0tr1s l'eDlal.'U, in which he charged that 
the 1capitalistAc * press of this eountr,r has been sup­
pressing !acts to keep the people in a state of ie;norance, 
a poliet, horrever, which he el.aimed is not :meeting 11:ith 
general success:, as the people are ,raldng up to the faet 
tbat they- have been deluded in the past. He ;further said 
that the :Department 0£ Justice agents had explicit in­
structions not to interfere with him 'for .r~r of getting 
the."'!l all in Dutch' <>n account of' his intmate lalolfledge 
o:r conditions within the- Department. This he ad.V--anced as 
a reason f'or hi.a not being molested. u 

During Ararch, l.93.l, information was received that Lester 
P. Barlow "oi' the :Modern ?61ersie was 1·-0merly associated "flith a 
Conu.n:unis•G individual. by the name or Jack Bradon in organizing the 
niorld Viar Veteramu which 1ras alleged to be a Comm.um.at organiza­
tion. Brad~ according to tbe above source, "Was an alternate of 
the Central. Exeeut:i:ves CQll?llittee ot the n:·:orxers Coaimunist" Fart-.r 
and na Secretary and jrea,surer ot the Chieago Committee o! the 
Communist International Worker's Aid. It as stated that the 
"llodern ?6 •ersn movement, allegedly sponsored by l?arlow, might be 
a Communist movement or merely a ¥!private: grs.:tt0 opera·ted by the 
latter. 

liolrev.er, additional information was received from 
another sou.rce to the effect that on March 17, 1933, Barlow 
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delivered a speech at 1715 General. :Moton BuildinJ, ?Jew York Ci.ty" 
on behalf of the it.Modern ?6 'ersJ st lJhich addres3 s:aa.cked of 

. Cmm.uniem; 4nd el:tr$me radicalia.. :6arlow was quoted as having 
aas&rted that the 11.llodem 761itrsu were organised in military 
uni ts throughout tbe State of Iowa :tor the purpose of assuring 
that the far.ners receive adequate relief'. He. allegedly asserted 
that the .President, or the United States YOlil.d ~ given about 
titteen day:J to provide adequate retaedy 1·or the far.meH 1 

dif!ieul.ties and that i£ adequate reli~t should not be £orth­
eoming 'Within $UCh period, then the military units 0£ the "Moder'.a 
76ferstt in Iowa ,rould destroy the principal railroad ~minaltt 
throughout ·tbat state ill order to prevent the ,shipment of tcod 
products. to the eastern markets. 

Additional information •• reoeived to the e££ect that 
1.¾LrlQW, during 1933, claimed to possess :mya~rioua secrets about 
germs which could be utilized to destroy- great :masses of the 
population. Barlow allegedly claimed to poss-ess int'onzation 
eonceming explosives wbicb would have the eMte result. I't was 
indicated that Barlow llpreya on paeif'ist f'oo18 and gets lnoney from 
them in ~1le interests of pacifism.• fl ccording to available 
w..roma.tion, Farlow was quoted a$ tollows by one informant: 

_.We are going to elu.u this countr., or blow it up. It 
would be better to blow it u;p than go on as it is. We, 
the 76 •en, are. l'RdJ'° to take over the countl'T and 
elean it up. If' anytbing breaks, we w.Ul hold the 
Goverl'lm.en:t. until nerytb:i.ng baa aettled, then ca1J. an 
election to again establish the constitution on its 
original basis. the £armers in the :W.ddle West are all 
set to ,eut rails, blo..- bridges, crossings, to atarre 
out the East. I have held ths ofr to giTe Roosevelt 
a chance. I£ he does nothing., we are all aet to raise 
bell. l have been planted here to get the Fa.at ready 
by- the .tamers ot the lli.ddle West. We are going to 
take the banks and the railroads nay- from private 
indi'fiduala, then tum. them. over to the Government. 
The Oovetimlent is the people.. This revolution is one 
0£ ball<>tls not guns. If ballots .tail then n are 
prepared to reaort to measures necesaal'.1•• 

Barlmr, according to available, information., has 
allegedly claimed that he in:vented the depth bomb used during t.he 
torld War period,, and he ha11 allegedly :stated that he lfellt to 
Russi.a. for the purpose or .furnishing bis ttaerial torpedott to 
the Ciovernment of Russia 'because t1tl.s was the only nation that 
'Would agree to his terms. It n& indi<:ate1 that Barlm'l spoke 
1Vith the highest praise ot Soviet Russia • 

. additional information received <.!urin5 1933 indicated 
that Barlow had issued a. pa..':phlet entitled u-,~ar of Yadm.en 
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Imminent~ tt in 1,iu.ch he elaillted la'lowledge ot disease germs ao 
deadly that a halt dozen small t'J.bes filled llith cultures 
thereof could be utili21ed to destroy the entire population ot 
the United States within a few- weeks. It 1ras ir1dicated that 
Earlow was using ::tntormation of this kind as an appeal to 
pacifists and paeifiat .groups in order to obtain money tnere­
£rcm, it being asserted that EarlOII' obtained a eonsiderable 
amount or money- fl."ODt one ,rell-meaning, Stamro!"d, Connecticut,, 
lad3' in the above regard., 

Additional information was received during 19.:33 to 
the effect that Barlow bad elailaed to be the inventol'" of a 
destrneti,re object which, with aid oi deadly I ra-ys~ would 
armi bl late entire cities from. a. distance of thousands ot ml.ea. 
It was .asserted tha·t; Barlow had oi'f'♦red his idea in this regard 
·to £omer President Herbert HOOYer and to Military- and liaT&l 
author.ities. It is reported that -when the United States 
Govemnent refused to purchase his idea" Earl.ow proceeded to 
Moscow, Russia., mere he allegedly- sold or donated his secret, 
1'hateve:r it was, to the Soviet Governm.ent. It is reported. that, 
Barlow, .following his return £ram Soviet rLussia in the above 
connection, of.:tered the same idea for sale to a. Lr. Lee, who 
us appafflltly engaged in purchasing annaments £or China. 
Infor:ution .from the above metitioned source indicated that during 
1933 Barlow made assertions to the e:t'!ect he had developed 
a deadl7, new type 0£ poison gas of such character tbat a 
spoonful thereof thrown to the 1finds ot the Pa.Ci:fic Coast 1r0uld. 
annihilate l'Wl1 Americans. 

Infomation •• .received daring 1938 to the ettect that 
tester P. Barlow was in close conta.et with the Gerrum-.1wierican 
Bund, and il'ltormation from the same source indicated that Barlow 
us identified with a group of "Gerun Nuis11 lfuo were publicized 
to some extent. during 19Y/ as wcireulating a petition ~sking 
Con-:::ress to impeach President Ro08evelt. tt 

Ba.rloi.'t" subsequently sued the United Smtes Goven-i.":le!'lt 
in the Court or Claim.I £or the sum o£ $600,000.00, charging that 
patents obtained 'tr.r him. on certain types ot bombs were used by 
the Government during the ·::-orld War without prior compensation 
to Barlow having been provided, this suit having been decided on 
Vay .31., 1938 in iavor or .Barlow. Available information is to the 
e!f'eet that du.ring 1916 Barlow approached the Ordnance Department 
ot the United States A:m;r, submit.tin;; a design for an aircraft 
explosive bomb. This design, which appeared to possess :merit., 
ns allegedl:.1 then in an incomplete f'om., whereupon the ofi'icers 
to 1ihom .Barlow suanitted the design auhgested that he bo to tbe 
Frankfort J..rsenal. (Philadelphia., Pennsylvania) in order to better 
i"amiliarl~e hi.llseU nth the Ordnance practices ar.J. conscr-u:ction. 
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During the saae :,ear Barlow proceeded to the .Frankt'ort Arsenal, 
where he remained until August., 1916, in an i.nf'():rmal., voluntary 
stat'U.S., not being employed by tile Gove:rmtent ~,nd receiv.tng 
no remuneration there.tram. Barlow ns.,. however,. permitted. to 
have a desk in the dratting room wbere he could work on his 
d$aigns. He u.s .also .tu.mi.shed the use or the :mAebine tools in 
the experimental ah~p and the .assistance or mechanics in the 
construction of experimental banbs. It is reported that .Ba:rlow•s 
connection 'With tho Arsenal us such tba.t he had access to all 
Ordnance Department drawings and to ell information it possessed 
relative to aircraft bombs. During the year 1916 Barlow· .filed 
an application !or a United States patent, thl.$ being directed 
to several. safetf features of an aerial torpedo or aircrai't 
bomb. It is reported that. .Barlow was able to obtain a number ot 
patents in the above :regard as a direct result ot the knowl~e 
gained by bill; a.t the Erankfort Arsenal. Representatives ot 
the United Sta.tea Ordnance Dep.artaent .allegedly contended in 
defense at the above mentioned Court or Claiu :aatter that 
Barlow obtained the patents in question as a reaul.t, of information 
gained :tn the 'Frankfott Arsenal, it being indieated that he would 
not ba.ve been able to obtain such patents otherwise. 

Subseq,uent to the a.bow mentioned a1rard. b:r the Court ot 
Claims, Barlow atteapted to have legislation enacted by t.he 
Congress appropriating the sum or $600,000.00 to be paid to 
Barlow. I't is. reported that a bill in this regard ns passed by­
the Senate and referred to the Rouse of Representatives, where 
on June 10, 1938, the bill ,ms allegedly objected to by . 
Congressman .John Taber, •hereupon the bill •s reeora.tted to the 
::a.r Claims Contllit,tee of the House. It. is reported tbat. Pe.rlow: 
threatened to furnish a certain •message• to the press if 
Congressman Taber did not '1i thdra1r bis objection to the bill. It 
is reported that en June lS, 1938, Congressn-,an Taber dispatched 
his Clerk, one Kenneth Spran.lde, to obtain a copy of the transcript 
o£ mdenee aubtd:tted to the Court of Claiu in connection with 
this Da.tter. ~Jule on tll:u mission, Sprankl& allegedly met 
Barlow and the la.t.ter•s attorney, one &worth, and, according to 
available inf ormatlon., Barlow e.--q>ressed anger -and.. asserted: to Mr. 
Sprankle that Congressman Taber BS unreasonable and added that 
he, Barlow, did not intend to allow-~ member of Congress •to 
hold him up for .moneyff in order to get thi.s bill through. .Barlow 
allegedly asserted on this occasion tbat it the bill did not, go 
through, he, l3arlOII'., was going to •give to the Associated Press 
a statement llhi.ch would be spread all over the country and which 
would ruin Yr. Taber.n It is reported that Mr. Sprankle replied 
to the above assertions 1:rJ voicinz obj~tions to Barlow rs intinia­
tions o;f' briber;y and requested :Barlow to name the Congressman 
referred to. It is alleged that Barlow re£used -to name the 
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Congressman, and he allegedly took from. his pocket a piece of 
paper., stating that, 11e was on his ny to £urnish the statsm.ent to 
the AsJGciated Press. 

It is repor'"\18d that Larlow, b,/ letter dated Jut1e 15., 
19.38., addressed to Cont,--resszri.an John Taber., .again inti'at..atea. that 
he had been approached by- a certain member o:t Congress, who.,:u he 
did not name, with regard to a possible bribe in connection with 
the passage of the bill appropriating money to pay Barlow's 
~600,000.00 cl.ain't. It is. repot'ted tha:t this letter contained. 
tne £oll0Wing: 

ttHere is rq answer to all or your Id.nd, and to scandal 
mongers., racketeers and tsbalce dor.11 1 &.:nisuu I intend to llake 
this a proposition !or the American people to look at, and I 
invite the Cong~es of the United States to help me bring out the 
facts. I do not want to do anything to unduly ~e you, but 
you seem to be entirely to insistent, in the race of facts, to 
warrant me to neglect calling to your attention t'hat you seen to 
be sitting among some pretty rot-ten compsn,-. If' I t-..e.ve said a.11.y­
tbing in this letter 1~nich is urif'air to you., I ~pologir;e, bu.t 
until you can square yoursell., this letter $tends: £or eveeything 
there- is in it.n 

It is reported that the .rollowing ! ssociated Press 
dispatch appeared in a Stamf")rd., Connecticut, paper., the date 0£ 
the dispatch and correct. identity of the paper in question not 
being known: 

tt.touis Y .. uoberman, "'bsistcmt Federal Attorney, ~..nnounced 
last night :te would prosecute Barlow as a result of the inventor's 
outburst at a National Labor Relation Board meeting. Barlow 
cbarged the proceedings were a 'racket• and invited ?rial :Examiner 
Paul r.avier to 11tell the President. or the United States £or me to 
go to hell. ' Barlow, inventor of a depth bomb used by the Uni:ted 
States during the ";'iorld 'r.a.r and clai:mant or several million 
dollars for the invention., issued a state:m.ent saying he also would 
file charces ar;ains t. Janes },.., F:arley, Post.>naster General, Homer 
s. Cut4mini;S, Attorney GenerE.1, and. many others a$SOCiaGed m:iib. the 
Demoe-ratic national political machine.• 

It is reported that Barlow has been associated with the 
Glenn L. &rtin Airpla.ne Corporation f·or the past several years 
at Baltimore, ifaryland, ~ng which time he has apparently been 
experimenting ltl-th the m:uch publicised "Ol!!tite", reputed. to be a 
new type or liquid oxygen-carbon explosive designed for electrical 
detonation. 
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June 1, 1940 

- :,. / 

Mr. John 1'.f. Kelly 
Broken DCffi', J:ebraska 

Dear Mr. Kelly: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated ~my 24, 1940, and you ?NJ.Y be assured 
that the information furnished by you has been 
noted wita :-_-:reut interest. 

I :iront to express ey sinc0re apprecL-"ltion 
for -:rou:r interest and. CO".lrtr:'sy in brinrrtng the 
~.a.tter mentioned in your correspondence to r;ry­
attention. 

" 1 

Very truly yours, 

John F.dgar Hoover 
Director 

I 

I 
I' 
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11-tr. Trwcy ••• .J ...... _ 1 

' ' Mis. cc-..:-.1 j_ , -·----,-- ,,: 

' 
OHC:LL 

~ 1 ,;;Ci.:l ;'.:-;-unt in C~.-:r,., 
(, _ .~·:i:.,. ;::..~b,.~,, , .. J1:: .. t. 

Hu: h ~'i:ii~ f' • iJ., a.,:;;~; 
l!,;:'v.(_, ,'_.:').(:; • .,,:j,_,: :~:;.ri;J 

• 

.a~t~renee is r-,-.~du to yotU" telot~tpl:J ~o~~ttto ◊f 
~4 27, l~ .. .1.0., r,:,t.~ to ·th: luttor £ran ycur of'fi~e o'!" th.a 
~; .. ,v u: .. t.,,,. 1:!or.oe..>"..1lnJ~ thu r,bovJ vntitled tr..:?.tter. 

Yau ore acl.visod ·that l'oo. ln;:;olU$o;t h<W m:;t, 
co~c;m.ted wlth the lJureau with re~ to this .:.1.r,ttor. .. 

I ::i,r.-, trm1s:::dttin,c herf.,ith :: copy or a letter 
adc.ressed to tho Bureau b;y John \1,~", of' Broken Bw, 
l:obraska, dated 1:.-ci::, 21.,, 191.,0.,. a&' well as a copy ot n\lr' 
ackn011le~'T.ent to 1.:r. 4eJ4r dated June 1, 1940. I all 
also i'u.rrn.shirG herewith a cop;;- of u r..enorandum dated 
J:ey 31., 1940,. containing d1;.ta, as obt;r:.ine:l £ram the 
tilus or tho Buro{lu,1 rulative to Lester i' _. .U,J:"low. 
Th~se da.tn are boine furnishud tor your intorrr.o.tion only, 

.....,, and no inf or.m.::ttion J¥hatsoever should bt;t rrJl()ased to To.i::l 
·J;n-;oldsby, upon his roq_u~st, or to other indl.~,,:ttunl.$1 
inas:::iuch as inf'or.-:io.tion in the Dureuu.' a i"iles is 
str,lct~ coni'iduntial. in aecord~ce with n. rule 
rronuleated by the .:.ttorney Gomral ot the United 
~tates. 

} ..... ... ___ ,... ___ --· Very truly yours, 
1JNICt,TlG;:l~ gfGH0:'1, } 

L,]f\fLED :; 
• 

I ·, : JUN :,] (/ ,:Ji'.'(! 

! I ; • ' 
,, ~';,,,,~,,,'

0 
o ~ :ir,, :'

1
-~•r~~ ,,\I~• ,r, 

Iitcloslll'$ I .. - ..... -- ' 
fJ] '.:_ _____ ~ 
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BAR,WW . CALLS "Tl:,:-JwTheGovernm~. Wi, 

ON CITIZENS TO 
STORM CAPITAL 

For ~larch To ·washing­
ton-,Vith Clubs 

Cheered By Group Of 250 
At Americans On 

Guard Session 

Lester P. Barlow, inventor of the 
oxygen-carbon explosive Glmite, last 
night called for an "army of citizens 
to march on Washington" and over­
throw the Government with-clubs. 

As the inventor-orator's call rang 
through the auditorium at the com­
munity center at North avenue and 
Harford road. his audience of more , 
than 250 persons cheered. clapped their 
hands. and stamped on the floor. 

When he closed his addre.s:?, the au 
<licncc stood up and cheered. 

Several weeks ago a demonstration 
of Glmite by Barlow at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, failed to shew the 
effects of a deadly shock wave. whicb 1 

Barlow claimed for the explosive. 
Speaks For Two Hours 

Last night, Mr. Barlow spoke for two 
hours-killing time, so to speak-while 
the srt~cial gathering of Americans on 
Guar~ recently formed patriotic or­
ganizat~n, awaited the arrival of the 
achedul~ speaker. 

The scheduled speaker was Repre­
a;entativc Jacob iil'horkelsen (Rep., 
MonU, who, when he finally ascended 
the platform at 11 P. M., explained 
that he thought the meeting was to 
be on Friday. 

The Congressman had been sum­
moned from Chevy Chase by tele­
phone when it was disco,"t,red that he 
was not present at 8 P. M. 

At 10.57 P. M., after Mr. Barlow had 
c:ompleted his address and while many 
of the waiting audience were crowding 
the soft-drink bar in the community 
center, Mr. Thorkelsen·s automobile 
drove into the center's driveway, It 
was escorted by the motorcycle of 
Patrolman Russell Hilton, of the traf­
fic division. 

Leader Awaits Invited Speaker 
Mr. Thorkclsen had accosted 

patrolman at thr intersection of Wash­
ington BoulevaI' and Caton avenue 
to ask the way. 

During the ole 
addr,.ess, which.1was 
W. AFarrell, p{esident 
on Guard and also head of 
Club, stood in the doorway 
community center, waiting for 
tardy Representative. 

.,rrnside Mr. Barlow had his audi~ : . . • ~ 

/ 

LESTER P. BARLOW, inDent,;,rof Ghnite 

·;Barlow Calls For Citizens 
--..To March On Washlngton 

Inventor Advocates Overthrow Of Government In 
Speech To 250 At Americans On Guard Meeting 

(Continued from Page 23) 

him 011 the idea that I oughtn't to America must arm itself, declaring that 
go to jail. And I won't have any law- ''if you can't build a first-class navy 

vers to do it.'' 
• Barlow ended his talk at 10.35 P. M., 
amid a standing ovation. Mr, Farrell 
announced he was still expecting the 
arriv;il of Mr. Thorkelsen. Most of the 
audience got up to stretch legs. 

Contends U.S. Must Arm Itself 
i When :'v'lr. Thorkelsen arrived. he 
I mounted the pl"tform immediately, 
land more than three-fourths of the 
i ,rndiencc took seats agam to hear lum 
rliscuss, in quiet tones, ''Shall We De­
lend Amc-rica hy Arming 1.he Allies, 
or by Arn1ir'i'[°" Our;:;cf\·p:,;'?"' 

Mr. Thorkcls~n contcm1cd 

with ~'7.000,000,000, there's something 
wrong with the people who are build­
ing it." 

Americans on Guard, as an organiza­
tion, advocates "An adequate national 
defense-No foreign alliances," 

EricX".rlt, chairman of the Amer­
icanization committee of the organ­
ization, presided while Mr. Farrell was 
waiting outside for Mr. Thorkclsen. 

At a meeting held a week ago, at 
'"'· .=,,,,-~ place, Repr~sentative Martin 

(Dem., Ohio) was sc~­
:;:,,;eak, but canceled the ·en­

ga,gerne1nt. As ~t night, Mr .. 
took 1 he speaker's place. 



, ..... ~ ... -u. "'wllof.8U.U,.1.E5, ~lCl:;;:,L-Ul1,_; :.UUi. g,a,v1;. 
f ing at iniquities in Washington. 
,,._,,. Would Gat~er lit Parks 
,,,,. "We'll go from this meeting and talk 
. to twenty Beople ea~Mr. Barlow 
~: "Then wel!i fiTr his hall, and 

after we fill tMs hall we'll go to the 
public parks and :,peak there. 

"And if they won't let us speak 
there, we'll fight. If they won't let us 
speak, we'll form an army of citizens 
and march to Washington and throw 
the Government out, by force if nec­
,essar,y, with clubs, and set up a new. 
government for democracy.'' ' 

.,,.. There was loud applause and p-
ing of feet. By the time Mr. Barlow 
eame to this passage in' his address, 
he had spoken for almost two hours 
gesticulating with clenched :fists and 
roaring from the depths of his lungs . 

. Predicts New Government , • 
"They're going to let us have an, t 

eli!ction some time this year," he said. • 
"But I'm telling you that some time • 
within the next year, within the next • 
twelve months, the American people 
are going to have a new Government 
backing the Constitgtion, even if they 
have to pick up a club to do it." 
. At the very outset of .his philUpic, 
in which he declared that "We've got • 
t_o get back to the Constitution, iri· • 
i;pite of j]! the damnable crooked . 
politicians W ington," Mr. Bar-
low spoke f revolt. ' 

Quoting' • omas efforson to the ef­
fed that the people have a right to 
:tevql.t._.18. orrler tp- "remfu~. ,1-,~ ,';'-·• 
ernmelit of who its masters are, Mr. 
'Barlow declared that it was the "duty 
of every decent citizen to throw off 
that government (the present one) ahd 
put iii its pla<:e something clean and 
,decdnt." 

r''The average man hl office in Amer­
ka is so yellow and cowardly ~ 

• prooked that he doesn't dare to be an , 
American," the speaker shouted. 

-Attacking what he said were a , 
tempts to drag this country into· the 
European war, Mr. Barlow said that 
'"U r.'Y.lsevelt wants to wear the J3rit­
.fah crown, then he can wear it alone." 

''! would like to fill a mosquito boat 
with bread ·and butter, and ;!;end ·him 
over there in it." 

There was great laughter and ap-
plause. 

Recounts Patent Episodes 
Greater laughter at the meeting how­

ever, came while Mr. Barlow wa;; 
xeco1.1nting episodes in his attempt to 
.collect $700;000 ,from the Government 
for patents which he alleges were used 
and belonged to him. 

"It's not the healthiest business in 
the world rm in, fooling around with 1 
high explosives and ai:r;planes," he 
said, .explaining his claim against the 
Government for risks undergone. "I've 
had three premature explosions, and 
three airplane crashes. . • .'' • 

"Thank God!" a woman in the back 
of the room interjected. 

Laughter continued for several 
moments. 
• In another passage, Mr. Barlow ob­
served, "Some of you may wonder why 

• ;J:'m ,-,ot in ;inil yet, A4uawking against 
;the Government like this. 

"I'll tell you why. Weve still got a. 
jury sy$t1m: in this ~ountry. If they, 

• •ever: pick m~ up.,. r~oi::l.g to ask for 
e. ju1-y trial: And I'm going to pick the 1 

most gullible ,man in that jury, andl 
._..<Contlnuedi\ir..Page 16, Column~)-
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HARRY A. JUNG 

HONORARY GENERAL MANAGER 

\ 

FOUNDED 1919 • INCORPORATED • NOT FOR PROFIT 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
P.O. BOX 144 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

Hon. J.~8gDr Hoover, 
JL 413 Se....-errl Squ..-:,re,, S.:S. , 

1 '::"?shincton, D.C. 

~ I I 

\l 
So::e of 2°our locr-1 bo;vs pre c::.ec'.:in"'; 

in •-i th :.ie £>1 ::io st eve r;r n.::-;r, on su'bvE:r s i ve s in t:hi s 
b ... , ~.,. . ,., - . ... t . ,. 

ere?., O1.,fl ~,ezis, vO .. ,::".lU.'11S(,s, e c., t::'-,C. \ • 

TELEPHONE 

SUPERIOR 

4618 

5u 71 
I t:1in1c t:1e De·)9rt1ent ouilit to be 

:?rovided ,...ith the story i=-s it r1ne,,,,rs in the~ ... t.LTr·oz--01 
1 •0-;-•.Tr··r: sn:T of the tt"'ent;:r-seventh instent, co cernin~.:; ___ _ 
Lest~r P.OTIFxlo~, tne inventor of ~lmite. Ove ~is 
pic't'i3re"""0:'l'lt1fo' t--;;ent~r-eig''.lth "?e;-;e of the iss,;.e is t'.le 
cf,:)tion, 11T!'lror:- the (',,Q,rer'1¥:ie:it Ou.t - ·ath Clubs. 11 

Our files ~isclose thet B~rlor ~Ps the 
or.""cnize:r of th ooer.n. 1 -z_oer,s., fl Co·:t1u.11ist fro~t or-
;::cniz?tio~, Tiitl ts l:er,clcn:J.Prters ?t ~- So-u.th St., 
Stf'::i:Orc., Con:1., bFcz: i:1 1933. 

s/ 3arlo,-, , .. orked in closa h~r·nonx rith 
Jc-ckl3rrtlon., the the~ n~tio:npl ,resi0.e'1.t of th~:!orlc'l. 
,.:;g,r Vetert:'~S ,_ Ic-.c. , •"!l;.icb. ~PS r lso r-- Co!l!":'"J.."'list ~o"lt 
or1f>nizetion :-,norP: y•r,r veterpns. 

:.Jprlo'r" mr-i:n.tdns thP~ th.e "'overn-:-1ent 
oy;es !l.i"'l $700,000 for one of r..is ..,-or1c1 -·rr imre'l'l.tio>1s. 
En is rc,v0rti'1!! to for:: in }:is rec1icr-lis.'il. 

VlGILAN,:" IN"!ELLlGENCE - INTELLl~ENT VIGILANCE 
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\ , 62;:_l 9893-25 
.REOOlIDM •• ET: HG 

-Aucust • ,, • .1940., •. ::~~ 

ll, 

,· 

:llr.·-aa~ ·A. June ~· 1 ::.: ·., ' • 

Honorary: 0.e?leral llanacer • ,. . ... . . . . : . 
.. Ao.erlcan Vigilant Intelligen()t Fed<trat1on ·. 
· :435 North llichiaan Avenue, Roon:i _2212 ,. .. • 
. Chioe,go, IUJ.noi.s . ': ., 

' ' 

Dear Ml-.~ _ .Junga 

I wish to ncknowle·dee robeipt of your. 
lotter .dn.ted Juna 29, 194q~ arid ~_c,:q$reae a.ppre­
c1at1on 'te>r the1nterest 7l)l.l.:havo d11p1aye4. •, . . . - ~- [I 

.Ypu ma1 be &BGurec(.thai 'tho:.oontent ot 
101.lr co!llmunication hlle been,noted a.n4 'lidll receive 
appropridte ~ttention. . :' . • , 

, !) • . ... 

' ~ ', . ' 

31no~.iy 7oure, 
• I • • 

'O 

' 
-John Edgar HQOv~· 

Di.recto~· .. ,. \ . 
.:.... ., '·. ·. 

•.·:_' 

.,.c1!a_....,.. __ 

~,. Foxwo~h __ _ 

/cor,,M.UNICATIONS-SECTI0N ' 
.. ' : . _., ' ••., 

M A I ~--5: :o · 

·* AUG -7- ·1940 •• ·*' 

,1' 
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RF,COR,DEt)J. 

Mr, To11on· .... • _____ _ 

Mr., Nat!'-n ..,· -----~ 

·Mr. •E. A. Tam·m _;. ~ --.. ...· 
•., --

M_r. _CICBB -----,.. 

war. I.add _._. __ _ 

. Mr, Colley _,. ___ _ 

·11,. £.Pft --------­

Mr •. ,Qlev,ln _._. ----
' ' Mr. HarbO -----

.•'•~ Horicl~n ___ _ 

~~· .Mc~ntlre ~--­

Mr:- N1ollol1 -----

,M~•- Penrilrist~n ___ . __ 

Mr. Ros1111 ___ _._....., 

Mr, '·Quin~. Ta,;;m ' ' 
. ·,. ~'· --
Adm,' Flllil --:---,;--;-

·Peril.·Fllca ___ _ 

,":roa_t ~oom _____ _ 

M" Tracy•..,.,.. ___ _ 

'i, r.l1n lbnilr . .,· ..... __,_,_ 

Dr. .• o.: .C • ':-Oanforth· 
350l•Greenaiount Avenue 
Bal timor;e, u~ryland • .· • - .. -•· ·' 

Dear Dr. Danforth: · 

r. •. 

,· . ..,· .. ; 
·, ·;/ ·.~ ' 

. · . . . . :{ wish· -to ac'khowle_q30 receipt of_ your lettei" 
<h.lted· June 27,.1940~ and_the·encl~sure_th~reto~ • 

._ • · • • •.. Y~ur courtesy· and··:1.nterost irt"bringing_ 'th1a· 
.information to my attention. are indeed ·appreciated. :' · 

0 You'mny be assured your. lettc;r 1s being ·i:tade a matter • 
of .. official record. • • • 

, :: ;· Vecy· truly yours, 
' . ... ' 

Jo}m.'.f4.gat- -Hoover 
• -. 'Jli.rector ·. 

• !:- , , 

,t ·-

---- • 

.· 
-.. ·: ' 

' . . (' 
' ( :,. l.1/ 

·' f . ' 
• d V ,,: 

(I: . ,, 
; ' 

'\-'.;,_' 
• -\'I·, 

• ... 1, 







Sl'ANDNID l'CftM NO. 1M • 

'.. 
Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 

TO : 

PROM 1 

S'OBJECT: 

. . 

Mr. Lad~ . 

Mr• ~osen/2 }fl ~-?/:/61' 

LESTER PENCEC2RLOW 
MISCELLANEOUS, INJ:11 0R¥1ATI0N 

DATE: March 17, 1953 

/ 
CONCERNING 

Among a number of items turned over to the Bureau by 
Senator McCarthy's office on February 11, 19~3, is a letter 
transmitting to McCarthy an 11-page document in which Lester P. 
Barlow describes difficulties which he had in recovering 
$592,719 from the u. s. Government for use of patents on certain 
bombs which he invented during World War I. He says that several 

l
attorneys formerly connected with the Justice Department tried to 
participate in his award prior to 1938 through their alleged 
ability to assist him in prosecuting his claims. However, he 
states he never paid any of these people for their assistance. 

• Subsequent to the large award, the Bureau of Internal 
\Revenue levied a $21,000.tax against Barlow which he has pro­
~ested and has not paid. He believes that the tax was based on 
,a. desire to participate in his award or for revenge due to his 
'having overcome the government in his various lawsuits. 

/ 
Tols~n 
-La~d 

i
(:if • 
~lmonc= 
egg-­

Glavin­
Harho-­
Rosen­
Tracy_·_ 
Gearty­
Mohr-­
Vlintertowd­
Tele, Room­
Holloman­
Sizoo-­
Miss Gandy-

• Bureau files rerlect that on June 1, 1940, we s~nt the )JI) 
Attorney General an informative memorandum containing information v 
mostly received from G-2. This memorandum, in addition to data 
regarding the claim for bomb :coyalties, alleged that Barlow is 
suspected of' being a 11dangerous radical, 11 reportedly pro-Nazi 
at times~nd pro-Communist at other times. He appears to be most 
intemperate in his statements and ready to question the motives of 
anyone who does not see things the way he does. 

There is no apparent violation within the Bureau's 

/:

jurisdiction included in Barlow's information, but even if there 
were, prosecution would long since have been outlawed by the 
Statute of Limitations. ~tis noted the litigation in this 
matter was carried on from 1924 ~~ 1941, at which time Barlow 
was awarded his money. (62-19893), 

RECOMMENDATION: RECORDED ... 38; '6 2. ;_/? ~ 9 3 _2. &:; 
----1. . 

tttached are letters to Assistant ~tj:;o~eEs~~ral Olney 

~

nd the secretary of Treasury furnishing copi~ of the ihf·ormation 
hich Barlow sent to~Senator McCarthy advising them that no action 
s contemplated by t~ Bureau in the absence of a specif'ic request 

f'rom the Department ·q;J ti-,v _ . 
~;;,a aJ;w.en,tf .{ 2'!,).'cftG:1'r"" ( l ~ \j ~ ~ 
i-FJH?MA~rr ~,o 1~ ~-" 1~f ~ 

I ' Vi 
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• • 
!\:.;;:.,it:ita•YG Attorney 1 .• \.:mor'"tl 
1 ur·ri:;n Oln,:::y III 

cc: Mladd • Mr '.Rosen 
M • Malley 
NI Pennington 
Hr• Hurley 

•. c,.rcl1 17, 19.53 

~ .
1 

:d,;t;ach0d ~·s a. co97; 01: .:... r·hotoE:i;a:i; 0.1: ,:1 let·t1.)Y. i'ro;,1 

1; ·,,. ' Lot,ter- P, .·,:.trlo~J ~o :.>::n1u:i:;c,:i: .~·o.-.r:)nh :·(£.o.r-th~r d:.ti::ccJ .J:F1U·tx·· 23, lS:_5,3., 
,I • \ ,'t ._ • '"' " 1 1 t' . f: .,_ • • • 1 r' • 11 " 'l ;··,. •• -i / .;c,_,c 1.,t.t.or· 1,:ccn ,3;nc oir~re::i ·ncr-<::n:;o. .!.'L1.J.:.. r·1;::i ,.::or11,.1._ iJil~: :i.'1Jr-:n:t!:'t:c,a u;/ 

1,, 1' \' r,,,,_::.or.ator 1.-,c:c"r-t.h.:,r·tt:; or1•ico 1..1ltt1 an u.w~cr~tanCin;~; t;,1';.J.,; 11· it is 
' I di.::~c-,,in::tN:1 to ru1y ou.'t:.:d1. :· a_,t=1E··y tiw n:a,t,;) of ·t;h:;; .::•.nato:r- i•Jll 

11~J't bo l.t; .. ~,.:,t) i)llt t11C; f~~:tcl•'it~ ... 1. :;ill ~\) ._tet".'.Cl;it)t:~o ft:) ri;"~.""lin;:·: CC,~: 

i'ro1'1 ;J. ;__QIJ.1'C0 tloi' v.nkr10 •. n r:0li~cbllit;y • H 

It 1:.. 11otou ch.at ,)--,.L: .. tc0:ri:ll ,:-onr.~dns. re-1. len:_ chy 
r0cit,1.l o:.L' c::!'.:·.:.pl~dntr, r·c ... a.i';_,_~a_: t;i1B ha.oi:-1lin,.:: of' , .. ~i.rJ.o~·:: 1 c chtlr'i 
u'-ainsc t~·K; 'l1nt-tou : tuteL Cov-...r-n~ont i'c-r- in:-.-.:: 01.' hi,-.: 1)D~~'b ·,·-&.t0.a::i:;s 
du:c-in:..:: • 'orlci : ... 1.:r· I. Lit,1,~et·t..,io,r ~::.1p;.i.XoncJ.y -c:lltiu.cci. £1"'.J: . .i l92l:. \;O _ 
1S1\.l., : ... d; i:hich tine :. t::c·low , . ts f.,',J;;;..J.7dcd , '5<;,2., 719. ub.:..::H.-:!acrr1tly~ 
t;h:; .•:~t:,:,;)::~v. oi: Intorn,J.l i(cvonu.0 l,·vicu a 21.,uco ·tu:-~ ;;t,::,:·e1.,~:.:.ti1'lG 
uz~,irn::i.:i •·c':rlo:r u'nir.:h. :1,_.J i\.::oJ.,:; l::. •J.m-;ar•r[,ffG0d u.n,.:i. ('l"!i11h tc :-:.,n: 
not; n.~J,,. 

i,,"J'n]Q'-'' -•. ,.,'/_,.">,(' .-.11:• ,,-,'j~·;ozJ.',,,. .,...,.,,l,~•l-1v""' to '''J.''l''"),1.••;¾-..,_, "~'._...i.-- ,. , .. , ........ ).,v....,, .;:...1._ --;, ;-~,... .l..l µ - v-"'-" t, v ...... -1,.. u;i_, 

in:,iv:i.r:h.1,\, L: to ·r: ,~:rtic:lt::t to :i.n l:d.:·· r :,,·ard, bv;c ~.tJt.to::, ho 
qn-:7 ri-,•-;,,:,rrl-r.< to· 8UCh r•:_'r.Pon•.. F0 >'l•irJ"'',i?•:• ,j•o l.'"·rtl •;•!":.':',''!:.,'· , .... -.i.~, ~~ .... "'7'" _•l', __ v;...t - J..,·--•.,1.,·- II, ,;. ~"'"',·_, ~_,,1.,.. __ ,\..r ..... • .... .' -

loyy i;:; l::l:e r;.H?,Ul'i.: ot i.1. ce0i1·0 Lr:•r .revo,0,,-,e on ·chc ,~:...:.r•i; 
i·.rl·,.,h 1,ho--; he rci:u._:,:.0 to ,_,,;,·.:..:.:c c h:1; f'..~_:u:r>(; c•:c o.n t,;':1:;.; ot.u. ·c 
1/•\·•(r • r,,,: u\:·. rcu :c in ·tbo com'::.:::; ,.,;.' h:i...s lit:if_.:·,i::i.c,,1.. 

·i;ho i.;":!:-: 
01: thoc1:: 
o:i. ·r:;~·.Loce 

Jt, c•c;0s no·c ~r•.poctr· ci:~~t ;:,, .• ('!'~,. viol::i.t;ionz l:l·i;'hlo ·th1.;1 
.=1.:tr'•~,,tttl~, Jur-t:.-·~dc.i.:ion .:-i.r0 :lnclu.•·cd in 'thi:.., ':::.teri.:..l 01.:-.c e\·1.A:t 

;;.; 
m 
("') 

rn 
-;-
'"'' .... -j _j •• -.L 

;:;; 
r; 
.,, 

4• :::, 

ii' thcr,:J '~:rc:i:-,,c, iii : .. opc..:u:,,::: i;l-:::'2.t:: '(it"i.,1 ... ta-tute o.t" Llnii;;f,:i.:;iorn:i t)oultl 
lon.,.;; {:;i,•,c1..' b:~vc. ba.r·:r'cc.1 an:1 n:i:o:.,;.;,c 1.rt:i:vi rcct:to.n .• It i.:; r:/i;c<.i ;,;,;<::.:i;; 
.!..·::wlo!: ... i.:::J.t:lJ;. t:.i..:1.c. he ~-1~\.:.., b~!c.11. :ln douch :-;J.i.::h ti,-~ .. , -0;,,:1'·;: .cri'b o:ri 
:;i1i~: r,c:..:..:.,cr '.:1:chi:n t-1.1.0 r•:· . .:"1~ ~o"c:r•. i-'r-0:-~ ti\i.' l.l."Jiv:i:- ... :u:loo L1.1.ic:h ho 
J."t:·r-n:.t,.,hcs, it i::. prcu..:.ble t:,e::c ;,;1_G t:t.n:i:rt:,,'CJ~t i1, ... :::. :...o ,:>.}~tc:~i.:dve 1 

l'ilC\ en _·::·1:·low • 

.... -r-f; C,O 

• \ :~,u.rou.1,1. i'iL:::c r-e1.·i.:,~t t:,mt ,J. ·r;'oi'Jwr:in h1.n c::.in;;·~:.tn:i:n 
Tolson--\___in:i:or,•~:~1.i:;ioa :n.::;:::;.?.rtiln,_; •.:.rlm: unJor date oi: .. ::1y ;,l, 1·:;.:u, i,jaS 

:~{~~:, i.J:--tJ1:~ :~,it; t,2<1. ~ o ·th~} 0~~1hoRrJ.?u:.itD8X'.J.l on Juno l:,. l•;htJ •

1 ~\:!f.-==: T. fU, .. ~ .,.. .. l - / ' , .. I -::,· -- ) / 
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- - - - - R. B.--SULLIVAN.- -- - - rt, > ,-! 
JE YOU'RE a fellow like'Lester P. Barlow, then y6u • 

simply oughtn't to be married. He admits it 
himself. 

i Barlow's an inventor, an energetic, short-tempered man 
ideas, with no time for domesticity. He's that self-made 

zard who has just been awarded $592,719 21 by the Gov­
e nment for infringement of air bomb patents during World 
War 1. It was purely comc1dental that Mrs. Barlow, who ha 
been his wife for as long as he's been suing the Governmen 
-21 years-filed smt for divorce at about the same time 

Both had decided that explosives• 
al maruage-when seasoned bv 
th Barlow temperament-do not 
mi 

' he award of the half-million, 
no to mention the mysterious 21 
cents, ma1ks a victory for Barlow 
in a life full of skirmishes and 
maJor engagements He has won 
other victories and suffe1ed numer­
ous defeats, but he has never had 
a dull moment 

~

e served with Pancho Villa, the 
M xican rebel chief tam, he did a 
hi ch m the Navy, he has mvented 
pr ctrcal bombs and impractical 
super-dreadnaughts, he has cam­
paigned for reform m politics, he 
once mged the impeachment of 
President Roosevelt, he was an 
early champ10n of express high­
ways, he has been m and out of 
Congress10nal Comnuttee meetmgs 
so often that he is better known m 
~fshrngton than many Senators. 

B),rsting with Ideas 
A:fj His Life. 

like so many inventive gemuses, 
he has been burstmg with ideas all 
his hfe, some of them touched with 
a fine madness, others highly piac­
tical. Sometimes he has kept two 
or three m the au at once 

For the past 21 years he has 
been married to the foi me1 Ger­
tr~ Fitzgerald of New Haven, 
Cori . And now they have agreed 
tha, thei e is no place for a wife in 
the ife of a man like Barlow 

* * ,i-

LESTER Barlow was born on 
Dec 2, 1886, m the small farm­

ing commumty of Monticello, Wis , 
30 miles south of Madison. He 1s 
the eldest of the three sons of 
George Barlow and J ess1e Pence 
Barlow. The Barlows we1e English, 

'

Pences, whose name ongmally 
s Benz, came from Austua to 
nnsylvama m Revolut1onari 

d ys. 
he Ba1low boys had an ordma1y 

fa1m youth-little red schoolhouse, 
help mg with the chores, etc Lester's 
brother Floyd was taught to fly by ' 
Glenn Curtiss and 1s the only sm­
v1vmg member of the old-time Cm­
tiss Flymg Circus Floyd now 1s a 
cracker salesman m South Dakota 
Wayne, the third ,;Barlow boy, is m 
the outdoor advertismg busmess ii 
Cahforma 

Lester had mechamcal tendenc1e 
which he beheves came down h1 
mother's side When he was 14 h 1 
left home and apprenticed himself I 
to an electrician m Mason City, 
Iowa, takmg Internat10nal Corre­
spondence School courses m the 
four years he stayed the1 e , 

When he was 18 he started wan- I 
dermg westward. For a while he ' 
ran a sawmill engme m eastei 
Washmg ton Then he tned to g t 
on as a manna engmeer m Seattl , 
but was turned down as too youn r 
Fmally he passed himself off as 
and Jomed the Navy, where he be­
came a coal passer. 

"I ranked," says Lester, "with 
the Chmese cooks, but Just a shade ' 
below them." 

He was put aboard the U S S 
Solace as a fireman Now this ship 
happened to be the first U S naval 
vessel equipped with rad10 On a 
trip to Honolulu, Lester spent most 
of his off-duty tune hangmg around ' 
the radio shack He discovered that 
the sailor 1 unnmg the wueless 
didn't know much moie about 1t1 
than he did , 

This led him to an electrician's 
rating, and he was put ashore at 
Guam to supe1 vise the installatioii 
of the first naval radio station 
thei e. The Japanese borrowed hirn 
for a while to put a radio, tl1431r/ 
first, aboard the Tenya Maru, 1st' 
turbine steamship on the Paci . , 

Later he operated the iad10 n 
the Pacific Fleet's flagship at a­
mla. 
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DARLOW fim~ hitch m r w:-s a member o---;-h:~ .. i~- -~akley bomb and took with liiniia 
D 1908, bemg discharged at San c,1rai'ge o1 tran~po1tation. ' 1·eturn actfun dc::we He sho ed 
Fra cisco Havrng done some art It was at that time, Barlow both types to the British and 1 ctd 
wo1 foi ncwspapeis m Mamla, he says, that he first got the idea of the satisfaction of seeing both id aa 
deci ed to pursue a1 t as a career. usmg the airplane as an offensive picked up and used He says, ho -
He called at the Barron Collier weapon by d1oppmg bombs ever, that he never got a farthing 
adve1 t1smg offices to ask for a Job Barlow had met the now noted for the Job 
They had been needmg a real airplane designer, Glenn L Martm, While he was m England he fi11:,t 

'

ilor as a model and grabbed hnn while he was m Cahforma He saw ;;i machme-gun synchromzed to 
bile he was posmg, he talked got Villa to order a Martm plane, shoot through the propeller of a 
em mLo g1vmg hnn a Job at $8 and melted up some old railroad plane. He appreciated the value 
week, and he studied art at mght car -wheels to make bombs, which of the idea, but saw whe1e the 
The only reason he is not still were d1oppPd with mterestmg ef- trouble lay 

makmg car cards is that he got feet but little success The Br1t1sh were usmg a ~rip 
tired of drawmg bakmg powder When Villa's star began to wane, geared to the plane engme to pull 
cans, bungalows, ----false---teeth and Barlow, on fire with the bomb idea, the trigger of the gun Barlo at 
"tombstones so beautiful you'd sta1ted for Washmgton and the once thought· "Why not fo get 
want to die Just to get one." War Department But first he got about the trigger and gear the un 

le qmt and went back to Mason a letter from Gen Leonard Wood to the engme hke a magneto?" 
C1 , where he got a Job road-test- at Goveinors Island He took no action then, however, 
m an automobile made there the The letter, written Feb 19, 1916, because while he was still m Eng­
Co by From the Colby company and addressed to Gen Hugh Scott, land the Umted States declared 
wHeie he became general trouble~ actmg Secretary of War, read ' war, and he started for home. 
shooter, he went to Packard, thence "This will mtroduce Mr Lester Reibert Hoover bemg on the same 
to White truck and for three years P. Barlow who has exh1b1ted to me ship, Barlow talked to hun about 
helped White develop engmes and an aerial torpedo which, 1t appears the machme-gun idea. Mr Hoover 
hack-type wheels for desert hauls. to me, will accomplish three very was interested. Also on the ship 

He was with a chemical mining desirable results 1) Comparative was a young English d1vo1cei 
coian11 in Lower California in safety m hand1mg and from pre- Ruby Miller. He talked to h 
191 when he began to hear a lot mature explosion m the air, even about the machme-gun, and appa 
abo t Mexico's Villa. He even If s~ruck by an enemy small-arm ently other matters, for they we 
ti ie , to hook up w th the rebel, but proJectile; 2) Accuracy m tiavel ma1ried soon after landmg m Ne, 
Vil wouldn't listJn Bai low then afte:r;_ bemg released, 3) Detonation Yo1k. 
attached himself as mechanic to tf tlie charge before penetratmg Sub Attack Sets 
the chauffeur of u certain Gen he ground I believe the device 1s 
Benavides, Villa's chief aide. The : 0 r thY of the caref~,1 consideration Him Thinking. 
first time they ran into trouble f the Department 
the chauffeur ducked and BarlodJ The trick of the Barlow bomb In the midst of the romance, and 
inherited his Job driving a new was, roughly, a tubular nose which the tete-a-tete.s with Herbert Hoo-
Cldillac ' contamed an ordmary rifle car- ver, Lester got another idea A 

hrough Benavides, Barlow got and the bullet was proJected up- the ships of the convoy the ·st 
cl se to Villa and when that swash- ward m the tube to set off the mght out, and Lester was won r­
b ckler took Mexico City, Barlow bomb's charge Barlow said he mg whether there was not s a 

tr tr1dge This was set off on contact Geiman submarme got severa'l of 

--------- -----~ Wla~s inspired to the idea by watch- way tQ get at the subs 
1 Anme Oakley smash glass balls The depth bomb already was rn 
1 the air at Buffalo Bill's Wild use. It was one of the thmgs Les­

est Show ter didn't mvent However, tha 
As a result of an interview with bombs were set for explosion only 

Scott, Barlow got $5,000 to work on contact 

I 

' 

with and the Frankford Arsenal at It was Lester's not10n that they 
Philadelplua to work m After he could be made to explode by hydro­
had developed the bomb, he went static pressure (governed by the 
to Connecticut to work at the plant depth of the water). This, too, he 
of the Marlm-Rockwell Co , which discussed with Hoover, and Hoover i 
received the manufacturmg con- agam said it was a good idea. Bar- ' 
tract. low put 1t up to the Navy on ls ' 

The basic work produced the return but they laughed him o t 
kmd of bomb for which Barlow 1s of the office 

' bemg paid now. The dark implication here is ot 
,._ * • explicit but, before the war wl# 

I~ 
the meantune he had been over, all dN)th bombs we1·e actuated 

foolmg around with a "return by hydrostatic pi essure, and still , 
a t10n" bomb, one which would ex- are 
p ode a small charge on contact, Ba-rlow spent most of his time 
t ssmg the mam charge back mto after commg back on the syn­
the air to explode well above cluomzmg device The War De• 
ground, where it would do more partment wouldn't listen So h0 
damage. The British and Italians bmlt some for France. When 
had been expenmentmg with this Pershmg got to Fiance he saw 
kmd of thmg, but none was sue- them m operatrn11 and mqmred 
cessful Barlow solved the prob- testily why the Umted States~s 
lem by usmg a length of piano yet practically planeless-d1d 't 
wire m each bomb When the small have them. Barlow then got acti n 
charge had tossed the bomb mto m Washmgton 
the air, the wire tripped a trigger ' * * 
and set off the mam charge ABOUT this time Ru~rn mrutP,d 

Barlo'iiT7iblts :tent to Europe in =lxnµ over to give some tips 
1916 to demonstrnte his Annie I on army ordnance._ He ~~1'..t~'....d_ 
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when-he came ba-c1~-Washmgton-i...,­
cu,!"'d him of givrng away-miMa1"y 
secret~ 

That was only one of a series of 
clashes with the brass hats which 
:has left Barlow undaunted 

After the war Barlow driftl 
out to Mmnesota, where he mixe 
vaguely rn, politics Then he wen' 
to Detroit and later to Clevelan 
where he cqnnected with the Ame 
1can Locomotive Co, the B1own 
Hoist Co and Babcock & Wilcox 
as a consultmg engmeer. 

"We were successful enough 
mechamcally," he says, m dismiss­
mg th,s period, "but we ran mto 
patent tI ouble and the thmg blew 
up" 

Divo1ces Ruby, 

Scan Remarnes. ' 
Inc1dentally,, he obtamed a 1-

vorce from Ruby m 1918; they d 
hved together only two mont s 
lle married Gertrude Fitzgerald m 
1919. They went from Clevel3J1d 
blk to Detroit, where their 1• n, 
T ddy Lee, was born m 1928. B r-
lo stayed m Detroit, workmg r 
t McCord Cd , until 1930. e 
f1 m made automobile coolmg sys­
tems for variour makes of cars 

When the depression hit, he had 
a good deal of money, so he de­
voted himself to the idea of..,.f: 
]Jress highways. _,...-,/ 

He spent about $25,000 of 1s 
own money promotmg the expr ss 
road idea through New Engl d 
and feels that he can take some 
of the credit for the public demand 
that made the Merritt Parkway 

' m Connecticut possible, and that 
brought the Harnsburg-P1ttsburgh 

1 Highway m Pennsylvama to com­
pletion on the right-of-way of an 
abandoned railroad proJect 

In 1933, h'e went with Yale & 
Towne, the safe and lock people, 
havmg dreamed up a non-refillable 

1 liuor bottle Th1s bottle had la 
d uble neck, with the upper pa t 
J med to the lower m such a w Y 
t at it could be bwken off w1tho t 
l vmg Jagged edges Where Ya e 
& Towne came m was that the 
customer would need a swan key 
with which to twist a metal band, 
break off the top g_art of the bottle 
neck and tha§- garn access to the 

_l;Q!:k ____ ------

--,-E-; tb1:i.ti;,_e-a man with ~-h~;,,g-' 
over would have expired from need ! 
and a moderate drinker would have 
turned teetotal from the mere in- I 
convenience But the Government, 
Barlow claimed, would have been I 
protected f ram an enormous loss i 
of liqiwr taxes every year , 

I In fact, Barlow went so far as to 
declare at a Congress10nal hearmg 
-he fook the matter right to 
Washmgton-that one of the na­
tion's largest d1stillmg firms was a /j 

bootleg rmg For this, Senator 
Clark threatened him with con- ' 
tempt proceedmgs, but they were 
dropped, as was the bottle Nothmg, 

~

has been hear~ o; 1t, smce / 

ESTER had other irons in the I 
fire all this wh!le In 1932, he I 

as canvassmg W aslungton m the i 
_ terests of an aerrnl torpedo wh1c~ 1 

he sa1d, would c1eate devastatlo , 
over whole c1t1es He enlisted th ' 
1~terest of Senator Frazier, wh ' 
tho_ught the Government shoul \ 
look rn"o the matter, but didn't i 

' make much progress 
In 1936, he offered the 1dea of a 

s. ,,.e. -dreadnaught, 85,000 tons m 

~

eight, 1,500 feet long, powered 
1th Diesel engmes that could be 

eplaced at sea. lf the Government 
1dn't want that, he proposed that/ 
nstead 2,f buymg one ordmary , 
attleship, the same money be m­

vested in 1,200 bombmg planes, 
smce that number of planes could 
ehmmate any number of battle­
ships, especially 1f carrymg hrs 
bombs ~ About this tnne he had develope ) 
a non-penehatmg bomb. Thi , 
briefly, was eqmpped with a telei, 
scopmg rod rn the no::;e The heigh£! 

~

om the ground of the bomb's ex­
osion could be determmed by the 

omber, who could set the rod for 
certam length before dropprng 

e missile Such a bomb, explod­
ing, say, four feet above the sur-i 
face of ground or water, would 
spread terrific des ti uction, he as-, 
J;ierted i:;,,;;F,1,1~~ I 
' In 1939, he began expertmenting, 
---- - --~- - -- -~ 

-~ith liqui'a oxygen as an a ::p!ccai:e I 
force In this he worked with 

1 

George B. Holdrer of New York,, 
outstanding authoritif on liquid , 
ox11Uen explosives This was to lead , 
him to an incident which exposed ' 1 

f
m to a good deal of press ridi-

i~· was Barlow's behef that hqmd 
ygen, properly detonated, would 

1:!e the world's greatest des ti uc}1ve 
force He cited the use by .'\t:he 
Germans m the Spanish Civil "Vfar 
of an oxygen bomb rn Barcelqra 
This bomb, he said, had crealted I 

, havoc never before possible with 
the use of one p10Jectile. He l 

_,.___ __ _,_ '-~ h,u,p found a safer. way I 

of handlmg tne gases necess-ary- , 
a~ wanted the Army to look at 1t 

he Army was skeptical. Offi­
ce ·s claimed to have seen expen­
m ts gomg back 40 years, de­
cl ed the gas ~ould not be han­
d! , so high is the pressure and 

' so low the temperature-3,000 
pounds to the square mch and 300 , 

'below zero 
Barlow took the matter to W asi 

mg-ton, as usual, and, as usual, 1 
' terested a Senator, this tim 
' Morns Sheppard of Texas, chm 
man of the Mrhtary Affairs Com­
mittee A hearmg was arranged 

~

which BarJow told his plans 
ter the hea1mg the notes of the 

pr ceedmgs were solemnly burned 
m a waste basket. Arrangements 
w e made for an actual test. 

.;c "'< ~ 

THIS was m March, 1940 A little 
later a test was conducted at 

the Anacostia Naval A1r Statif 
, Barlow's explosive, which he call d 
' glm1te, m honor of his old frie d, 
.Glenn L Martm, successfully bl w 
a telephone pole to bits. 

(Barlow was workmg with f e 
Martm Co , m Baltimore, as a con­

, ~ltmg engmeer on explosives The 
: artm firm, of course, 1s known 
, ffr rts bombers ) 

jThis wasn't enough Barlow said 
t~at his explosive would destroy all 
hfe m the surroundmg area, and 
he wanted to prove that. So, al­
ready at sword's pomts with the 
Army and the Navy, who were 1s­
tmctly hostile, and with seve al 
chemists who had been called 1 to 
committee to make hght of is 
claims, he added another enemyL 
the SPCA For he wanted to use 

i
ats m the experiment. 

, There was a mmor tempest over 
1s, but he got his way at last 

/ the interests of world peace, the 
' overnment saw fit to sanct10n the 
' sacnfice of 84 goats. These were 
: tied up m a field outside Baltimore, 

and various functionaries - Con­
gressmen, the m1htary and very 
hkely a few carefully hidden for­
eign spies-took their places beh1pd 
sandbags far from the explosi've 

1 itself. 
While quivering photograph rs 

Jointed their cameras, there wa1 a 
11,oom and a satisfyrng cloud 0£­
~pioke. The ex,rlos1on shattered 
vhe derrick to v·11 oh thg,,,bomb was 
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red photograpfill~f 
periment.) 

the goat ex- to share '.&l:0 ~isn't an1, :mo»? tp .. 
the sort of home life e,vecy- woma 
wants to have.'' Apple of 

Dad's 
Eye 

Teddy Lee 
Barlow, born 

in 1928, is 
shown here. 

The inventor 
hopes to set 
up a trust 

fund for 
Teddy with 

money 
received 
from the 

All this time he had been push­
ing his patent infringement claim. 
It was allowed by the Court of 
Claims, but Congress had failed to 
authorize the Court to pay off. Sen­
ator Sheppard sponsored the bill 
that was passed by House and Sen­
ate last month. It rode through on 
the grounds of "common decency 
and justice." 

President Roosevelt, who has 
been hotly criticized by Barlow on 
several occasions, signed the bill, 
and nothing remains of that part 
of the action. 

* * • 
NOW, however, the Treasury De-

partment is interested and 
:;;hows an 1indication of attempting 
to collect about 80 per cent. of the 
award as income taxes. Barlow 
points out that this money has been 
owed him since 1919, and that he 
has waived some $700,000 in ac­
crued interest. He also adds that 

Government. had the money been paid then, his 
But taxes tax on the claim of $:l00,000 would 

may eat up 
the award. 

have been $50,000, but the income 
levy has been raised since. The 
Treasury has given no notice to his 
arguments except to say that he 
would be liable as would any Gov­
ernment contractor. 

His plan, Barlow says, was to 
hu g. The 84 goats, however, went split the money with his W'ife, and 
on foraging, undisturbed. with part of his half, set up a 

"I'm licked," said Barlow, "but trust fund for his son, who 
I had to find out what would hap- is the apple of 'his eye. Now, 
pen." he fears, with the tax and the 

The newspapers made what the lawuers, fees of $15,000 or $20,000, 
British call a guy of Barlow, and he may be forced into bankruptcy 
he himself was pretty mad at the by the mere fact that he has be­
time. Now, however, he can take come rich. 
the kigding and doesn't even mind Lester says he and Gertrude de­
being called a "goat specialfat," cided four years ago that they 
as he was describ~d in the House just weren't suited for each other. 
at tfle passage of the bill allowing ' "I realize," he says, "that the 
his claim:;- ±h:.,.Government. (He ~1:t. of life I've cut out for myself 

• says he learned much from infra- 1sn t aJ'iSrthing to expect a woman 

Couple Had AlraN;p 
Settled Their ARoir-. 

He adds that it's just an unfm:-J 
tunate coincidence that she hap.; 
pened to file her suit just w 
things began to break. for him ~ 
Washington. They have alreaiiy 
settled their financial affairs, h~ 
says, and he will not contest the; 
suit. 

Mrs. Barlow, who was just 
of commercial high school an 
when they were married, 
pretty, dark-Irish woman, 
youthful looking. Her relatives in 
New Englandi say it is likely that. 
she has some other heart interest_,; 
since she "isn't the type to remain! 
unmarried" - but that she has. 
given them no hint of another mar­
riage. 

Barlow himself states emphati­
cally that he will not marry again. 
He is to have custody of the boy 
during school months, she during 
vacations. This is no breaky.r• 
Lester, because Teddy Lee goe to 
a private school in Fresno, •• 
where a cousin of his fa er 
teaches. 

Barlow d9esn't know just what 
he's going to do now. In the clut-, 
.tered furnished room where he 
lives in Baltimore now he said he 
probably would go to Stamford,: 
Conr ., and continue his experi-' 
rnents with glmite. 

One thing is certain: He is quiet 
for the moment, but something is 
brewing in his activ6 brain and 
before long. he'll be batteril at 
another door in Washington ith 
still another idea. f'he la o/ 
a.vera,gcs makes it almost ce aill 
that he'll t14rn up with a goo one 
soon. 
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ncrgetic, short-tempere~~~~-j!a !:~lf-~a~~:a~d, ~~~er ~~!'in Washington than 
any Sena.tors. That's because he alw ya goes to somebody high in the Government when he ha• 
n idea or wants something done. Abo e, as he appeared at a hearing of the House Naval Committee. 

I 

I 

I 

I 
Goafs 
Unhurt 

This 
foto was 

snapped~ 
Barlow's 

bomb went II 
- in famed 

goat test. 
Goats (nw 

some in riiht 
foreground) 

were I undisturbed. 
Barlow says 
he's learned 
muchlrom 

of blast. 
1 

infra-red lotol 
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BA-RLOW CALLS "ThrowTluGovernmentOut .. WithCluk-i' 

• ON CITIZENS TO 
STORM CAPITAL 

I 

i 

Inventor Advocates Arm:y 
For March To Washing­

ton-With Clubs 

, Cneered By Group Of 250 
I At Americans On 
I 

Guard Session 

Lester J? .. BarloYw, inventor of the 
oxygen-carbon explosive Glmite, last 
night calledJor anr•:arm.r of citiz'?_ns 
~l!larcJ:L PJJ. Wa.:,b.i,ngtan'.:.~.~­
throw the Government with-clubs. 
-Xs· the-·inventor-oratoi's cailrang 
through the auditorium at the com-

J
unity center at North avenue and 
arford road, his audience of more 
an 250 persons cheered, clapped their 

ands, and stamped on the floor. 
When he closed his address, the au­

dience stood up and cheered. 
Several weeks ago a demonstration 

of Glmite by Barlow at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, failed to show the 
effects of a deadly shock wave, which 
Ilarlow claimed for the explosive. 

Speaks For Two Hours 
Last night, Mr. Barlow sp_2!<.!U9£J~o 

~~-killing time, so to speak-while 
the special gathering of Americans on 
Guard, recently formed patriotic or­
ganization, awaited the arrival of the 
scheduled speaker. 
~e~L,.~S Repre­

lien tati ve Jacob- 1li2r,~~ (Rep., 
Mont.), :Y.I:!21• :".1:'h!!nJ1e finall~ aSS_(,!}~d 
the platform at 11 P. M., ~litj_i:u;d 
th~Lh~_ thou,:11! tl1~ . ~~tlruL~<!§.jO 1 
be on Friday. 1 

Tne-··cong(essman had been sum­
moned from Chevy Chase by tele­
phone when it was discovered that he 
was not present at 8 P. M. 

At 10.57 P. M., after Mr. Barlow had 
completed his address and while many 
of the waiting audience were crowding 
the soft-drink bar in the community 
·center, Mr. Thorkelsen's automobile 
drove into the center's driveway, It 
was escorted by the motorcycle of 
~tfuimati "Russell Hilton':"' of.the f.faf­
fic division. 

Mr, Tracy 

.M.L," Gandy .... 
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Baltimore, Md. 

Thursday, June 2?, 1940. 

Leader Awaits Invited Speaker ,!;iecounts Patent Episodes 
Mi- n!O'melsen had accm;±flfb,the , Gfoater laughter at the nieeti,rg nifu.-

, patrolman at the mtersection of Wash- ever, came Whlle Mr. Barlow was 
mgton Boulevard and Caton avenue recountmg episodes m hJS attempt to 
to ask the way. collect $700,000 from the Government 

Purmg the whole of Mr. Barlow's for patents which he alleges were used 
address, which was impromptu, John and belonged fo hun. 
W Farrell, president of Americans "It's not the healthiest busmess m 
on Guard and also head of the Civ1tan 

I 
the world l'm m, fooling around with 

Club, stood in the doorway of the high' explosives and airplanes," he 
community center, waltu\g for the , said, explammg ms claim against the 
tardy Representative I Government for risks undergon~ "I've 

Inside Mr Barlow had his audlence had three premature explosions, and 
, by turn laughmg, cheermg and growl- I three airplane crashes " 

mg at m1qu1ties m Washmgton "Thank God1" a woman in the back 
Would Gather In Parks 

0 
of the room mterJected 

f'We11 go from this meeting and talk I Laughter contmued for several 
to twenty people each, Mr. Barlow , moments 
said "Then we'll fill ,this hall, and In another passage, Mr Barlow ob­
after we fill this hall we'll go to the ' served, "Some of you may wonder why 
public parks and speak there l I'm not m Jail yet, squawkmg agamst 
, "And 1£ they won:t let us speak ' the Government like thJS , 

there, we'll fight If they won't let us ! I "I'll tell you why We've still got! 
speak, we'll form an -ar\'1.y of ~1tizens 1' Jury system m this country If th 
and march to Washmgton and throw ever pick me up, I'm going to ask f ll 

'the Government out, bx fm ce ~ 1 • Jury trial And I'm gomg to pick tH 
Ts"sary, with clubs, and set up a new i most gµlhble man m that Jury, and 
government for demQ,1,rac~" •• -f - th t I -htn't to 
-niere was loud applause and stamp- s 11 him on the idea a oug 
ing of feet By the time Mr. Barlow g to Jail. An~ I won't have any law• 
came to t'l11s passage m his address, y s to do 1t '' , ~ 
he had spoken for almost two hours Barlow ended his talk at 10 35 P , 

f 
st1culatmg with clenched fists and amid a' standing ovation. Mr. Farr I 
armg from the depths of his lungs. announced he was still expecting th 

Predicts New Government ! arrival 0£ Mr. Tho1kelsen Most of the 
"They're gomg to let us have audience got up to stretch legs 
ection some time this year," he saJ t d U s Must Arm Itself 

"But I'm tellmg you that some ti e Con en s • • ived he 
w1thm the next year, withm the next When Mr Thorkelsen an edi;tely 
twelve mop.ths the Amer1canq people mounted the platform imn;i f 'th' 
are gomg to h~ve a new Government and mo1e than three-foul ths O h e 
backmg the Constitution' even if they audience took seats agam t0- heWar ~I 

I
' At the very outset of hJS philhpic { d America by Armmg the Allie 

have to pick up a club to do 1t" , d cuss, m qmet tones, ''Shall e 1 
' 11 ' - 0 l ?" 1n which he declared that "We've got o by Arming urse :ves 

to get back to the Constitution, m r. __ '.l;'.horkelsen contended ~ha 
spite of all the damnable crooked Am~m• wust arm ltself, declarmlhat 
poht1c1ans 11;1 Washmgton," Mr. Bar- 1 '~f you can't• build a fi1st-class vy 
low spoke of revolt , with ;7,000,000,000, there's somet mg 

Quotmg Thomas Jefferson to the ef- : W1ongow1th the people who are b Id-
feet that the people have a right to ' mg it" , 
revolt m ~rder to "remmd the Gov- Americans on Guard, as an orgamza-
ernment 'of who its masters are," Mr hon, advocates "An adequate national 

1- Barlow declared that 1t was the "duty defense-No foreign alliances" 
of every decent citizen to throw off Eric Arlt, chairman of the Amer-
that government (the present one) and ican1zabon committee of the 01gan-
put m its place something clean and izat10n, presided while Mr Farrell was 
decent" waitmg outside for Mr. Thorkelsen. 

"The average man fu office m Amer- At a meetmg held a week ago, at 
ica IS so yellow and cowardly and the same place, Representative Martm 
crooked that he doesn't dare to be an L Sweeney (De,m, Oh10) was sched-
American," the speaker shouted uled to speak, but canceled the en-

Attacking what he said were at- f-!!P:eJ,Feut .,As he did 'last mght, Mr 
tempts to drag this country mto the Barlow took the speaker's pf.l'ce! .. , 
European war, Mr. Barlow said that '===='=============J 
"If Roosevelt wants to wear the Brit-
ish crown, then he can wear 1t alone " 

"I would like to fill a mosqmto boat 
with bread and butter, and send him 
o~n.1t" 

There was great laughter and ap­
plause 

... 

Mr Tolson _____ . __ _ 

Mr Clegg ______ ----·· 

Mr. Foxworth ______ _ 

Mr Ladd ____________ _ 

Mr. Nathan-------··· 

Mr. E A. TllDll!l . .... 
Mr. Egan __________ __ 

Mr Glavin __________ _ 

Mr Nichols ________ _ 
I-' 
Mr Hendon .... _____ _ 

Mr. Rosen -----------
Mr Tracy ___________ _ 

Miss Gandy _________ _ 



\ Barlow Bombs Again' 

NO GOATS THIS TIME-Inventor Lester 
__!!m;Jow pushes plunger selling off his new 

glmite bomb at Bolling Field. 



Lester Barlow's liquid oxy­
get, -carbon explosive proved 
to y to the satisfaction of 
GI nn L. Martin Co. engin­
eers that it was more power­
ful than TNT, and the Balti­
more inventor thereupon an­
nounced further experiments 
were off unless funds were 
forthcoming from Congress. 

Barlow, who contends his 
invention would furnish a 
limitless supply of explosive 
at half the cost of TNT and 
w i t h superior destructive 
power, staged a demonstra­
tion at the Army's Bolling 
Field for members of Con­
gress~-and representatives of 
the A my and Navy. 

Ba ow detonated half­
pound and pound charges of 
his explosives in a four-foot 
pit, blowing a 150-pound steel 
disc skyward. He repeated 
the tests with TNT. 

Measured by the length of 
time the disc was in the air, 
Barlow's explosive showed 
an average force 30 per cent 
greater than TNT for the 
pound charge and 38 per cent 
greater for the half-pound 
charge. 

Barlow said his experi­
ments would be discontinued 
unless Congress allowed his 
$600,000 claim for World War 
aerial bomb inventions, or 
made a special appropriation. 

THINGS THAT BOOM-Barlow (center) 
explains the explosive power of TNT and t 

his glmite to Senator Norris (left) a11d :1 

Senator Sheppard (right), chairman of , / 
die "8@ffiite Military Affairs Committee. 
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B!low Gets New Chan~4; 
T 's Time Against TNT le 

e Senate and House Mihtary Af­
f1;1,1rs comp11ttees yesterday voted to 
conduct another test of Lester P Bar­
low1s l!qmd oxygen-carbon bomb in 
about a week 

In a test May 25 at Aberdeen, Md , a 
1,000:pound charge of the explosive 
failed to mJm e a smgle goat of scores 
tethered there to permit obsei vat1on o! 
the bomb's effect on hvmg tissue. The 
new test will be to determine its 1e• 
mo1It1on properties, contrasted to ts 
de~nat10n effects, prmc1pal obJect of 
th Aberdeen test Mr Barlow s 1d 

' rel\: tive efiect1veness of lus explos :ve 
I an TNT will be evaluated by Bureau 1 

of -' tandards experts 

":2.. ,,., l? r 101

""' ,15/ 

C. 

• 
Mr.ff..-ll<> ___ _ 

,a,. &.ODter ___ _ 

Ill•• l!llclntlre ___ _ 

fJl, ......... ___ _ 

&!r.GllluYamlil_ 

P<>ni• Flies ----
Adm. Files ----

TWr ROGm ----

■,,Tracy ___ _ 

ll'JII• hlJd:, ___ _ 
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Barlow Bomb Test " 
Sc~eduled Today ~ 
At Aberdeen 

I 

Members of Congress, 
Army, Navy Experts 
To✓See Demonstration 

BY thr Associated Press 
ABERDEEN, Md., May 25 -A ' 

hqu1d oxygen-carbon explosive that 
its mventor claims 1s capable of 
spreadmg "mass murder" faced a 
critical test today before a Jomt 
congressional committee and Army 
and Navy experts 

i
ster Barlow, the inventor who 

pl s to detonate a 1,000-pound 
ch rge of his secret explosive m a 
fie of 83 hve goats at the War Je­
pa tment's provmg ground h e,' 
said, "I'm still worried about he, 
possib1hty of spectators bemg n­
Jured" 

The number of goats scheduled to 
die m the test was reduced by one 
yesterday. One member of the 
herd gave birth to twms and Army 
officers pron1ptly withdrew the little 
family from the doomed group 

Mr Barlow admitted he did not 
know himself how destructive the 
explosive, named Glnute, might 
prove Two months ago he sent a I 
40-foot telephone pole sa1hng sky­
ward in pieces with an 8-ounce 
charge HIS largest previous test, ' 
employmg 5 pounds of 6lm1te, blew 
piled sandbags mto the arr with a , 
,tremendous roar and the force was , 
clearly f~It 1,000 feet away. 

1 

Ten days ago Mr Barlow raised ' 
hrs bomb' from a dr1ppmg tank of 
)iquid oxygen but after wa1tmg ,,25 
nunutes or the Jomt congressiovlal 
comm ee, he refused to protled 
wit he demonstration. He s 1d 
th explosive had lost one-th1r of 
its' power through seepage and 
evaporation of the oxygen 

::,n_ 
11nr11o ___ _ 

,.111 .... 11 .... ___ _ 

Mr. LN11ar ___ _ 

Mr, iWclnUre ___ _ 

111,. lillol&ols ---=­

Mr. Pem1llll;!flon ~-

ur. l~P ___ _ 

!Jug a~!f~ Tsem.iz, _ 

PeD'G~ S'Ble-a ___ _ 

A 

WASH. s~rAR 



!arlow Tests y 
Super-Bomb o~ 

I Goats Today 
Congress Military 

Chiefs Will View 

Unique Slaughter 
A slaughter umque m military 

annals will be viewed by mepibers 
of the House and Senate Military 
Affairs committees and Arm:y and 
Navy officers at the Aberdeen 
Pr~ing Grounds today when \300 
goa: s are sacrificed to prove 'the 
dea I iness of a new explosive. l 

Le er P Barlow, mventor of~ e 
explosive, Glmite, pronounc d 

' "glim-ite," which he says is the 
most deadly m the world, will have 

: the goats tied to stakes in a large 

I field Over the heads of the un• 
suspectmg animals he will explode 

1

1,000 pounds of Glmite. 

Predicts Death of Most 

"I expect to see most of them 
dead after the explosion," Barlow 

-' said. 
The mventor expressed concern 

for the safety of the witnesses who 
will be on a "reviewmg stand" 
2,500 feet away from the goats ' 
He also fears that residents of 
Edgewood, a milo and a half 
away, "will be very annoyed" when 
the huge charge is detonated. ,, 

Barlow will personally supervise 
the mixmg, placmg and detonat• 
mg of his explosive. Government 
ordnance e x p e r t s will not 
tivel participate m the e ri­
m , contendmg that so at a 

antity of liquid oxyge <carbon 
may explode prematurely. 

• idfo i"ol110» ___ _ 

Iii•• Natbsn ----
Mr.£ II, 'i'a"'m 

mr. Nclnllro __ _ 

11,. QIID!an Yaa• _ 

Pen. FIIH ___ _ 

Mr. Tracy ___ _ 

Goats Instead of Men 

~ 
compare the deadly qualltls t 

of lmite with those of TNT, B r• 
low will detonate 1,000 pounds f 
th latter above a field of livl g 
goats 

The tethered goats will be graz­
ing from 200 to 1,000 feet from 
the point of detonation Barlow 
is staging the experiment to show 
members of the Military Affairs 
committee what would happen 1f 
a bomb containing Glm1te went 
off above a field of troops 

The inventor, who reeently sued 1 

the Government for payment for 
use of aenal bombs he designed 
m the World War, contends he 
has been unable to mterest the 
Army and Navy m Glm1te because 
high rankmg officers are preJ-

Sev al weeks ago B a r 1 ri 1 
udiceiagamst him t. 

, stage i/ his t1rst demonstration ,ori 
mem ers of the Military Aff1nrs 
Com ittee, blowing huge po es 
mto matchwood 

A 
WASHINGTON TIMES-H..ERAL1' 
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I.N,P. 

They'll Be the Goats in Bomb Test Today f 
I J. 

Peacefully grazing at Aberdeen, Md., these goats are among 300 from which Invef to:r 
Lester Barlow will select "targets" to prove the effectiveness of his new "death wave'1 

bomb.ju. ,;h,amatic test today. 'l'he bomb will be exploded in the air, 200 to 1,000 feet 
from the goats. Barlow expects the ~i:if' kill most of the animals below. 



l\1r La,ld _ 

llf.t Gia, m . -·, _ 

~,fr. Lester . , __ _ 

Mr Nlchob ., ..... . 

!\fr Ros,en _ ...... . 

l

' ?:r Tr,.cy _ _ ___ _ 

J\fi.J C~Iitl~ ~~'"~~~--__ ,. _ ___. 

, l 

-1 ', BALTIMORE, MD.••LESTE~ p. BARY,W ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL DEMONSTRATE I 
tHIS NEW EXPLOSIVE--WHICH HE DESCRIBES AS THE WORLD. s MOST DEADLY-- if I 
_.Q~ LIVE, GOATS AT ABERDEEN, MD., MAY 16. ____ ti 



• • 

~ Man of Idea~ ,' <et;-,#.....,, CZ.,J, t , , . '· · 
I LE'STE'.R P. BARLOW, the man who put on that excit­
,ng show witlf a hqmd • oxygen-carbon explosive he call$ 

- - ------- -------1glmite;--1s-a-man-of-many·1dea . 1 I 

He was m the truckmg business years ago when motol' 
1
trucks were somethmg new. He was m charge, at one time, 
,of Pancho Villa's air force of two old Martin bombers. He 
,made bombs for the Army durmg the World War and sub'-j 
,sequently claimed two m1lhon dollars 'for devices of his 

1 :creation. This claim led' 1to suggestion of a $600,000 pay-\ 
ment, which Barlow; has been trymg to get Congress to 1 

:authorize. He developed a way· of one, airplane carrying 
'another "pig-a-back," with the top one to be released over 
1a target and dive mto 1t with a torpedo. He has had con· 
1siderable experience in aviat10n. 
i His current, mvent10n, the electncally-exploded glmite 
,bomb, may have much use m blasting. There seems to be 
1some doubt about its m1htary value because the prepara­
ltion loses its kick after a period and can't be stored like 
'.dynamite or powder. 
i That causes a debate between experts hke Dr. R. W. 
Wood of Johns\Hopkms and Mr Barlow. At any irate, it's ' 

T- - -- - - -- - - --- an-1nterest111g-1dea-the1nventor-has worked.:up-and-1t-made 
a grand show. Its value to the armed forces of the nation 
can be 'best evaluated by men who have spent their ,Jives 
stud m ust such mventions. 

. . 
---- ---

Editorial# The Elmira (NY) Advertiser 
3/30/40 
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B lOW 80 81 

TO MATC D 

J AGAINST T.N.l 
) Legislators to Witne~ 

Test at Aberdeen l 
A bomb contammg 1,000 pound 

• of a new secret llqmd oxygen-ca! 
l bon explosive, called glm1te, w1l 
, be exploded m an off1c1al tes 
'· at the Aberdeen (Md ) provm 
\ grounds of th e Umted State~ 
1 Army approximately one monttj 
;from now l 
, The nature of the tests fo~ 
lthe new explosive, which 1s sa1 
1

1 to possess terrific destructive prop 
'ert1es, was agreed upon at a con 
, ference m the Senate Mllitar 
\ Affairs C"omm1ttee room yester 
day between Lester P Barlow, c 

'.inventor of glm1te, and officer 

lof the Army and Navy The ap 
pomtment of three members eac 
fro~he senate and use M1h 
tary nd Naval Affairs m1 
tees to tness ,the demonstr o 
also was nnounced. 

Mr. Tolson ----
Mr. Nathan ----

- /) ::• ::e:: :c-
~rLadd+-

Mr. Coffey ___ _ 

( 
II[/ Mr Gla!fln ___ _ 

f ~;~ Mr. Egan 

., Mr Hatbo ----
Mr. Lester ----
Mr. Hendon ----
Mr. Nichols ----
Mr PennJn.-ton 

Mr. Rosen ----
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Tmoy ___ _ 

To Be Matched With T.N.T. 

B8l1'low said the Army and !avj 
tiff1c•~· rs agreed, m writing, ti b1 
prop; sal to detonate 1,000 POlJild 
«>f gl 1te and then to set off 1,00 

1 pounds of TNT , for the purpose 
of comparmg the results. Both! 
bombs will be of the nonfragmenJ 
tation type, contammg no metai r 
The explosives will be encased! 
in plywood or heaVY bags an.-11 
st.spended from a platform 3oi 
feet hlgh. Barlow contends that! 
this 1s the proper height to ob1 
tamtthe greatest effect of the 
glm' e detonatmg waves. -l 

B rlow origmally proposed thatl 
live mmals be staked out at vary-) 
ling istances, up to 1,000 yards, to~ 
l<l.etermme the k1llmg range of the 
!pressure waves. He contends tha 
the concussion from an explos1oti 

MIGS Gandy 

of 1,000 pounds of the hquid oxy/ 
gen-carbon mixture will kill ever:¥, 
llvmg thmg w1thm a radius of 
1,000 yards ! 
) It was mdicated aftei yester, 
,day's conference that ammali 
fWould not be used, but that ml 
istruments would be placed aj ' 
1vacymg distances to record the ve 
ilocity of the pressure waves and 
~he k1llmg range. 

He'll Tak'l No Chances 

\ Barlow was reminded that there 
ls a !Ege administration bmldii 
'.and C ar1ous other structures t 
~he berdeen provmg groun s 
,and sked what would happ 
Ito th "That 1s the Army's e- ,. ••"), 
spons1bllity," he said Aske (' i~ '?r 

1thm 1,000 yards of the bomb, ' -

----

E
hether he intended to remam ,:)' 

1d he would not stay w1thm t:~L 
1 

\a~\) 
iles__oi 1t. ~R i t) tf ~ -

WASHlNG'i'ON TIMES-HERALD 
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~ 1 ' i ~ ' ... ~ "'"' .., I f~\14, \ ~ 
\ , Cl}mmsts. and m1l1t&r~ fXpe1 ts 1ar,e, nq , 
{ 1 I the "0:n}t:J?_e_:'~s mtere~_tecLin-the-deba~~ 
...-- wlirch-lias ,been proceeding m WashmgtonJ 

concernmg the efforts of Lester P. Barlow) 
1 mventor of a rjew type of, bomb, ~o forr.e]1 

1 Army and Navy men •to te~t his bomb 
1, Dwellers ~µ cities also ha~e:a feeling th~~\v 
1 1f 

1
what Inventor Barlow says about his 

bomb is true, c1t1es soon may have to be 
bmlt deep underground ' 
' However, there seems to be no lmmedi.­
ate prospect of a stampede to obtam accom-

! modat10ns m· cor,1 mmes Even 1f all the 
• enthusiastic • claims of the mventor are 
1 true, plenty of uses can be found for rock-
sh1vermg explcsives The ord.J,nary work of• 
the' world requ'.1res vast -tonnages of high­
power blastmg materials, and ac;cordmg' to 
engmeer,s,' there 1s room for even more 
powerful products of the chemist's labora- i 

tory. ' 
It 1s only' w1thm the last 95 years that 

rapid progress has been made m dev1smg 
new and more powerful explosives Prev1-

I o~s to 1845, accovdmg to the records, only 
i black powder was m general use for both 
1 war and peace purposes Then guncotton 
!was· discovered, mtroglycenn appeared on, 
\the scene and d:v,namite topk 1ts place in 

1
com1!1erce, tile 1ast named ~emg the mven---
1t10n of Alfred Nobel, founder of the famous 
rlpeace and other awards'' Dynamite wa~ , I 

1
dey1sed by ,Nobel m 1866,, and blastmg1 

1gelatm m 1875 Not untll 1886 did smoke~ 
1less powder come' mto use Smee then 
many ne;w products have appeared, the; 
most powerful, it 1s said, bemg' TNT, ori 
tr1mtrotoluol, a methyl' benzme compound11 ·~ 

that 1s orqmanlnwell behaved, but wh~n, 
irntatecL m the proper manner explodes 

~ _ ___,__with terrific v10lence • • 
.Ow1iii:to:tne neavy-demand~for-goodl-::------,-. 

expl9s1ves, competition naturallr is keen~I ( 
which may lifl,ve more', to do w1'th Invento -' j 
Barlow's _,d1fficultiei; tli.~n~ippears ·on' th, ' { 
'surfac , ' ' ' I 

Mr Toi.son_____ _ __ _ 

Mr Nathan------···· 
Mr E A Tmrun ___ _ 

Mr.Clogi; ~ 
Mi- Ledd ________ ·-

Mi, Cofi'<'Y _______ ,. 

Mr Egan··---------• 
t';;~ / Mr Glavm _________ _ 

,.,, { Mr Hmbo _____ _ __ _ 

I 
M

Mrr Lester ________ _ 

Hc1L<lon _ ___ ........ 

Mr 1\fc1n(:;1.re _______ _ 

Mr N1"110ls _________ _ 

!\fr Ro~en ________ _ 

Mr Qu nn Tamm ... . 

Tour Room _____ ... . 

Adm Fi!es ·-------·­

Pers, Piles -----------1 
Mr Tracy ---------·- I 

Miss Gandy _________ _ 

----- --- - ----- ----· I 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR • • Ilf.eh.eral ~ur.eau of Jlttu.estigatiott 

lltttit.eh §tat.es il.epartm.ettt of Yusti.c.e 

3ll!lasq:iugtott, it. Qt. 

July 3, 1S1:0 

lfisl.fORANDUM EOR THZ DIRZCTOR 

. 

--1 Hr. James Allen in the Department telephoned 
\_and inquired if the Bureau was investigating Lester P. 
i52Jarlow, who recently made certain tests Jar the Army 

and Navy at Camp Jleade and who more recently spoke 
before a group in Baltimore and recommended the over­
throw of the Government and a march on ~ashington with 
clubs, etc. I informed him that I. did not lf:now what 
informative material the Bureau might have received 
with reference to 11r. Barlow, but no comment could be 
made by the Bureau with reference to him in any event. 

Respectfully, 

,4",:(17,,--y 
S. (· _TRACY 

5 JUL 22 1940 

\ 

M:r. Roc•,•n .......... . 

• Mr. Trn<-y _____ .. . 

i ~Iig~:_dy~~----·· 



\ 

ri:::i::v;;~~.~~ay 
1 An a roll call vote, the House ten­
i taiively approved yesterday, 191 to 

; payment of $59~,719,21 tiJ,~st,rr ., 
~':sarlow,i,; bomb mventor, for al­

"Te~· h\frl£gement by the Govern­
ent on five bomb patents in the 

World War. 
'l'he House action came after Rep­

resentative Cochran (Democrat), of 
Missouri, unsuccessfully tried to cut 
the payment to $250,000 to give Bar­
low ''the benefit o:C the doubt and 
to give the taxpayers a break." 
Cochran contended there was doubt 
that Barlow had invented the bombs 
and read a letter from the War1De­
partmeli).t supporting his claim ',hat 
the full amount should hot be ~aid. 

• "'"=' 
t 

.< 
1NDEXRD 

IJ 

- k 

---- ......... . 
_ ................... .. 

l','Ir. Gla.vht --···· ••••• 

~Ir, Nie!:.c!s •••• •••••• 

r,!r. }~c1u1o:n, ........ ........ .. 

)i;:r. Rec<>:>•·········· 

1',!r. T;:r..•,y. ••••• • ··•"' 
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Mr. Tolson __ _ 

• OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

~\Mr. Closs 

-\'Ir. Foxworth __ 
Mr.Llldd __ _ 

(
' d .I- 3 1940 Mr, E, A, Tamm __ ~ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Nathon 

\ ,-,/{}',' Jw/J,ef vo , Mr. Coffey __ _ 

V Congressman1r.;,iran of llissouri tele- Mr.Esan ___ _ 

phoned and sitated that he was in re- Mr.C.lavln __ _ 

ceipt of a letter from Congressman Mr.llarbo __ _ 
0of fee of Nebraska enclosing a letter Mr.McIntire __ _ 
which (Jo/fee had reoeiEed from an Mr.Nichols 

individual named Jerry{Kelly who Mr. !lend.On __ _ 

alleges that he was an' Ageni; of the M R ~ 
Bureau in 1920, at which time he made ~:(l:::Temm ,"' 
an investigation of Lester P.()Barlow Tele. Room 

relative to this individual's radical Tour Room 

activities, and s11,bmitted a .report to Mr.TrZICY 
the l)i,reotor. Cochran stated that he llllssBeahm ___ _ 
had be~n an opponent of the bill which ls1Gandl1' 

authorized the payment of some $500,00~ ---
;)to Barlow, which bill was presently azuat ttng the 
signa-ture of the President and, therefore, he 

/would like to make certain that the information 
'which is contained in the files of the Bureau• 
relative to Barlow is called to the attention of 
the President. He stated he would like to know 
if the allegations of Kelly as set Jo rth above 
are correct and suggested that the Attorney Gen­
eral be advised in order that he can call the 
President's attention to this bef,,Qre he sig_ns_ 
the b i 11. 1 / _ ,, -: ,. .;; "1 ~ 

~ECORDED & INDEXED~L ,Z ~ :-✓. .~ :J .-~ (,, -~ 
A check of the Bureau's /1ti/,.=?·-S•,re-fl,~ots that on 1 

June 1, 1940, a memorcmdu1!f, '·was -sent to the Atto1·r­
ney Genera~ summarizing tri,e·; inftpr111;a-t"j;"on ;l,n. the J 
Bureau's files on Barlow. There is n,o r_ecord~1\:_1:n 
Personnel Files of any forme:r:" A,g__en-~-_ -·~ ,e.=a!_rJ,·,~· 
Kelly. ff\~1- tZ.:·' 

In acco·rdan ce with advi, oe of Mr.- --.'.z:?a~- -I.::.a,:l;.temp:ted 
\ to call (Jon.gressman Cochran back to suggest to 
, him that· he get in touch with the of /ice of the 

0 Attorney General with regard to this matter \ 



• OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

but his office was closed for the 
day and, the re/ore, I will attempt 
to contact hi,m in the morning_. 

eek V· 

~ft; 

Mr. Ladd ____ _ 

Mr. Nathan ___ _ 

Mr, E. A, Tamm_ 

Mr, Coffey ___ _ 

Mr. Eg:,n ____ _ 

Mr, Glavin ___ _ 

Mr, Harbo ___ _ 

Mr, McIntire ___ _ 

Mr. Nichols ___ _ 

Mr. Hcnd.on ___ _ 

Mr, Rosen ___ _ 

M-r, Quinn Tamm 

Tele, Room ___ _ 

Tour Room ___ _ 

Mr. Tracy ____ _ 

Miss Beahm ___ _ 

Miss Gandy ___ _ 
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