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Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
September 27, 2021 

 
JOHN R. GREENEWALD JR.  
THE BLACK VAULT 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384-4520  
  

FOIPA Request No.: 1358210-000 
Subject: WILLIAMS, MAURICE A 
 

Dear John Greenewald: 
 

You were previously advised we were consulting with another agency concerning information 
located as a result of your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request. 
 

This consultation is complete and the enclosed material is being released to you with the 
appropriate exemption noted next to the redacted information pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, 
Section(s) 552/552a as noted below.   Below you will find checked boxes under statute headings indicating 
the appropriate exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure.  The checked 
exemption boxes used to withhold the information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of 
Exemptions. 

 
Section 552  Section 552a 

(b)(1)
 

(b)(7)(A)
 

 (d)(5)
 

(b)(2)
 

(b)(7)(B)
 

 (j)(2)
 

(b)(3)                 (b)(7)(C)
 

 (k)(1)
 

 (b)(7)(D)
 

 (k)(2)
 

 (b)(7)(E)
 

 (k)(3)
 

 (b)(7)(F)
 

 (k)(4)
 

(b)(4)
 

(b)(8)
 

 (k)(5)
 

(b)(5)
 

(b)(9)
 

 (k)(6)
 

(b)(6)
 

  (k)(7)
 

 
16 pages were reviewed and 16 pages are being released. 

 

The appropriate redactions were made by the ____________. 
 

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 
your request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” 
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals.  “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also 
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in 
all correspondence concerning your request.   

 
If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 

request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal


electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal."  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject 
heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number 
assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

   See additional information which follows. 
 
 
Sincerely,              

 
Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief  
Record/Information  
   Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

 
Enclosure(s) 
 

This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being 
provided to you at no charge.   
  

mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the 
requirements of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia 
website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 
FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 
any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of 
this dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records 
on every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity 
History Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-
summary-checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional 
information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to 

name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and 
domestic threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private 
Citizens cannot request a name check.         

 

  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 

 



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
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Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
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. DIRECTOR, FBI 
(ATTENTION: t~ITE COLLAR CRIMES SECTION 

GOVERmffiNTAL FRAUD UNIT) 
SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (2061-87) (P) 

I 

:/ 
MAURICE A. trtLLIAHS 
FAG - DOt;:? I 
00: MINMEAPOLIS 

6/29/81 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the orieinal and 
three copies of an LHM suitable for dissemination pertain­
ing to allegations made concerning Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribal authorities, Cheyenne River Indian Reservation, 
Eagle Butte, South Dakota. 

Th: original comnla~nf by th7! 
_ parta~~ed to numerous 

v~oIations ;ouever, upon con act "t1ith AUSA, Pierre, South 
Dakota, only one allegation concerning the subject is being 
investigated. 

LEADS 

MI~nm&APOLIS DIVISION 

AT ABERDE:GN, SOUTH DAKOTA: 

Hill contact I I BIA, regarding his 
10lowledge of subject and the fact that subject may have 
grazed cattle on deferred grazing program land. 

AT PHILIP, SpUTH DAKOwr:A 

Uill contact thel! Livestock Exchange and 
conduct invcstieation in a~pt to dete~ine subject's 
participation in alleged scheme. 

2 - Bureau (Ene. 4) 
3"- l1inneapolis 
ACF:gms 
(5) 

. " ~ 
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In Reply, Please ReJ~ to 
FileNo. 

• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

June 29, 1981 

MAURICE A. WILLIAMS 
FRAUD AGA INST THE GOVERNMENT -
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

, was rece1ve a e 1erre, 
~~~~--~g~ency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

with this letter were numerous documents detailing 
possible irregularities in the conduct of Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) and tribal authorities on the Cheyenne River 
Indian Reservation. 

A document enclosed with this correspondence 
specifically listed eleven allegations including possible 
fraud in which fencing material was purchased for the tribe 
with BIA funds and was given out to tribal officials without 
proper publicity that the fencing material was available. 
This caused an inequity inasmuch as all tribal members did 
not have an opportunity to obtain the fencing. 1Yhen the 
information was finally learned that the materials were 
offered by the BIA, they were no longer available. 

Another allegation indicated that Mr. Maurice 
Williams, a BIA official, grazed cattle on range land for 
which he was receiving a BIA Deferred Grazing Program payment. 
Another allegation indicated that Mr. Williams received 10,000 
trees from the BIA from a shelter belt program and used 
BIA water in planting them. 

Other allegations indicated improper selling of 
equipment which was Eederally funded and inequities in the 
Nutrition Program inasmuch as funds were commingled in the 
tribal central accounting system and lost their identity_ 
Another allegation involved the lack of cash control 
and purchasing controlled by tribal Council members. 

**** 
This document contains neither recommenda­

tions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and it~ contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

! 
i 

.1 
I 

! 
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MAURICE A. WILLIAMS 
_ FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT -

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

There are allegations concerning loans from a 
revolving fund 50 percent of which went to Tribal Council 
members and their close relatives, thereby, making loans 
unavailable to other tribal members. 

Other allegations concerned the awarding of 
cable TV contracts and improprieties in the right-of-way 
system established on the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation 
by the Tri County water authority. Other allegations 
concerned .pur~hases of equipment from revenue sharing funds 
after the Triba~ Council had turned down authorization to 
purchase this equipment. 

~ ________ ~O~I'n~.~TII1~nt~~3, 1981, Assistant United States Attorney 
I Pierre. reviewed the documents received 

made bv I 

I 

On .June 22, 1981,1 
the Cheyenne River Indian R~e~s~e~r~v~a~t~l~o~n=-,~d~e~~~a~~~L~e~d~a~l~r~e~g~a~t~~~o~n~s~~ 

concerning the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe. He advised that 
fencing materials worth $30.000 were received by the BIA 
and allocated by ~ I 
Evidently, no public notice was made to tribal members 
concerning the availability of the above fencing materials. 

I Iprovided ,hese fe~cing materials to tribal officials-
and BIA employees. ! Jindicated that it was not the fact 
that tribal officials or BIA employees did not have the right 
to have these fencing materials, but it was the fact that 

I 

there was no notice given to other tribal members that therp. 
was materials available and when it came time for distribution,. 
the materials were already given out. 

~ __ ~~~Istated he has allegations concerning a 
Mr~ Maurice Williams. He stated that Williams allegedly­
ran livestock on land on which he received a BIA deferred 
grazing grant under the BrA Deferred Grazing Program. 

-2-

I 
I ~ 
I 

I 
! 
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MAURICE A. WILLIAMS 
FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVEIL~MENT -
DEPARTMl!:NT OF INTERIOR 

~~ ____ ~Iindicated that under this program, Williams was paid 
$14,000. Under the condition of this payment, he was not 
to ~e any cattle on the property. Williams, acqording to 

contracted in the Summer of 1979, with thel~ _______ ~J 
~~~ __ ~~ __ ~ ____ ~to have 200 head of cattle graze on the 

land. 

r-______ ~I~ ____ ~~advised that a letter to thel I 
I was found laying in a BIA vehicle driven 

oy Williams indie ting that the above information is valid. 

~ ____ ~Iadvised that under the BIA Revolving Fund 
Loan Program, all funds have been held up to individuals of 
the tribe since 50 percent of the loans have been made to 
Tribal Council members and their close relatives and no 
payments have been made. 

~-. 

~ __ ~~Iadvised this is a political problem also 
inasmuch as the Council has failed to vote a resolution to 
have ~:es~ loan; Vaid as it is the Council who has the loans. 
Again~ Jadvised that it is probably not illegal 
that t eounci members receive the loans, but it is highly 
improper that they should have the loans and not pay their 
payments and hold the other loan possibilities from tribal 
members. 

F;'lowing the interview Withl I 
Iwas contacted on June 22. 1981. and advised 

~o~f~t~h~e--r-e--s-u~~ts of the interview. I ladvised that 
the only allegation that may have merit concerns Mr. Maurice 
Williams who, allegedly, received $14,000 for participating 
in a BIA Deferred Grazing Program. While participating in 
this program, Williams allegedly grazed cattle on the same 
land in which he received a deferment and received funds 
for this grazing. 

Aberdeen, South Dakota, came into possession of a letter 
which was found in a BIA truck driven ': Mal1:i C

Q ::::::ams 
This letter tol Pf the!_ _ ______ I 

I lallegedlY indicates a transact on were ams 
had catt e on lands that were part of the Deferred Grazing 
Program. . 

Investigation of this matter is continuing. 

-3*-
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FD-302.1REV. 11·27~701 • '. •• ."..' 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 

1 D~0(tr.ll,l).ScriP(jon __ '_-_21._-_a_l __ 

Aberdeen ~ South Dakota, nas 
~--~~~an~~~~n~t~e~~~V~1re~w--~a-r-r--s~office in the Federal 
Building. He was advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent as Special Agen~ land that the p~pose 
of the int~view was in reg~ds to the BIA def~red gpazing 
program and possihl.e fraud by Maur>ice A. Williams. I 
furnished the foll.owing 1nformation: 1....-_____ ..... 

1980~ he was 
South Dakota, 
entioned that 

~~~~~ __________ ~~~~copy 0 a lett~ on the 
BIA vehicle during a 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~=-~~outh Dakota. 

Istated that I Itold him. that the. 
letter w·l::as:-::::--:lf=r:::-:o:::::m~Mr:a~~:::!.ice vlilliams and v1r1tten to the I I 
South Dakota, Livestock: Comm1 ssion. I 1 stated that he 
"i-1anted to see the letter andl"'l I got it f'l'om I 
desk in the Land Operations Off1ce and gave it to~h~i~m-.-----~ 

r-----..., I I advisc..l that Maurice Hilliams and!! 
~ are extremely close associates and woX'k toge~ 

L.......:a~J.m=o::-::s::J:'t:::"""":!everything.. FuX'ther!t that I I is aware of 3!1.ost 
everything Williams does. 

I ladvised that I 
a........",........".---...,.....-..... I South Dakota, shouldl::--:b:-e-l.r• n-p-o-s-s-e-s-s-J.,r. o-n-o-f:::::--t:"":h:-e-o-r-l.'I"'"" e~inal 

deferred grazinB program appl.ication and other papers filed 
by Wllliams in regards to his involvement in the program .. 

He indicated that he feels WilUams was runnine uni.t 
14 to capacity (254 head of cattl.e) and also applied fo]? the 
defnrred grazing money on approxima.tely 3S head of cattle in 
1915. He stated that the pX'ogram calls for $66 per head on 
allotted land and $28 per head on Tribal land. 

b6 
b7C 

J 
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b6 
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b6 
b7C 

b6 
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Inler'llewed on 7-3.0-131. ol.'1berdeen, South Dakota 1lfi'bneapol:is 206I-87-V 

by SII I I ' -~ Dote dictoted __ -1t7'J-, __ l:6-...... S-!J-'L-----______ ~~~_~~ ____________ ~~:~*ea~z------------- T ~ 

This documenl contoins neither recommendalions nor conclusions 01 the FBI. II is Ihe property 01 the FBI and is loaned 10 your agency; 

1t and its conlents are not to be dislributed outside your agency. 
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MP 206I-87 2'" .~ 

I Ifelt that Williams probably did not fill 
out his applicatIon as to specifics in regards to his land 
holdings and areas designated for stock grazing (he indicated 
that thd I Livestock Commission should be able to advise as 
to where the cattle were grazing)-. 

I advised thatl Iwas responsible 
for checJaji~-:::-:g:--::o:-::n:--::ltE:'lh~e:-l units and to be sure the land was utilized 
in agcordance ,\·iith the requirements of the deferred grazing 
program.. If this were true, he would have know that v1llliams 
was not following the requirements. 

~ 
'

adVised that in 1979,1 lattempted to 
get hi~to change unit 1.4 from the deferJ:led grazing 
program 0 the fa~m pasture lease program which he denied. 
He feels that this was done as. the farm pasture lease prog~am 
does not l:'equire- c;m audit of the numbers of cattle grazing 
on a particular unit area. 
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- ',. Memorandum . _ -

To 

From 

Subject : 

6-29-81. 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS <206I-87) 
(ATTN: SA L 1 

PIERRE RA) 
SA ..... 1 _____ ----' 

MAURICE A. WILLIAMS; 
FAG - DOI (I) 
00: MINNEAPOLIS 

Date 7-20-81 

Re Minneapolis airtel with LHM to Bureau dated 

Attacfed is an FD-302 reflecting interview with 
at Aberdeen, South Dakota. 

~------------~ 

For information ,I lis extremely knowledgeable 
in regards to the Deferred Grazi Pro ram and ca tioned 
individual. He feels that~~~~;-________ ~ ______ ~~ __ ~~ __ ~ L land indicated that ~s many t~mes the 1 lin cattle purchases where~n the Indian owner 
must have 50 percent ownership of cattle grazing on the 
land. 

:: js s1ggested that the case Agent may want to 
debrief I _ _ himself, in order to obtain further 
knowledge poss~ble fraud on the Cheyenne R~ver Indian 
Reservation. 

~- Minneapolis 
~M:kV~ 

(3) '"'LJ 1* 
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FD-302 (REV_ 11-27-70) 

\..-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription August 6, 1981 

Cheyenne River Indian Reservation, 
e 1. en ity of the interviewing Agent 

the matter to be discm:;sed concerning information he 
may have regarding the Grazing Land Deferment Program 
and how it relates to Maurice Williams and thenl 
provided the following information: 1..-___ ...1 

r-------~t--__ ...Iladvised he reports L.I ___________ .....I 

I ladvised that the Grazing Land Deferment 
Program is a program set up by the Federal Government and 
admini~tered by the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe. It is a 
program whereby monetary incentives are given to ranchers 
to keep their cattle off of gr~zing lands. In connection 
1vith this program, on October 1, 1979, he made a head count 
of unit 14 belonging to Maurice Williams. At the time 
Williamf;; had 50 cows over capacity and wrote a memorandum 
indicating that Williams was found not in compliance with 
the grazing program. 

Sometime during the winter of 1979-80, he found 
a letter in a BrA vehicle which was generally used byll..-_-...I 

lThe letter, dated ~ecember 7, 1979, 
wrl. tten by mrlur1.ce th [ iam:=; to thel iLi ve:=;tock 
CommiRsion, indicated that Williams had 291 head of cattle 
grazing on his land. 

~~~_~ladVised that he was beginning to question 
whether Williams was in violation of the terms of the 
Grazing Land Deferment Program. 

It was at this time thatl 
ma y have ta 1 ke d wi th Wi 11 iams conceL,-.,..,r"""n ..... i""'n,...,g"........,.,.........,.....,......,.,,..,.-...... ..-----.,,...-.... 
was at this time that Williams explained to 
Wi 11 iamFl had cn ttle grazing only for five m~o-=n"r"l:-=s:--::w:'l:"":!l-:!ch, 
under a computation formula used by the Grazing Land 
Deferment Program, would have allowed him for an increased 
amount of cattle. This increased amount of cattle also 

Minneapol is. 
8/4/81 Eagle Butte South Dakota File #: 2061-87 -Interviewed on __ -----:~ _____ ot_-=-\'· ~----~' __ -'-'--"---=='-::"::':" 

by ___ -=S_A~r-IL.--_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ ---1_~~>?--~r::..W-"--____ Date dictated __ S-'--I_5..:../_8_1 ______ _ 

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBt ond is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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would be in concurrence with the Cheyenne' Riv'er Sioux Tribe 
gra~ing c0ge~ Specifically, on the flye-month schedule, the 
increase in cattle would have allowedWilliams ,to run 341 
head, on his land but he was only runnlng 263 hea.d. . 

." I ladYised tha t the' time period in which he bel ieves 
·th~ Grazing Land,Deferment Program wast:tsed by Williams was 

" be'twee~May 1, 1971, and September 31; 1979, and his ranch unit 
was number 14. 

.1 ladvised if' there were 263 head'of cattle on 
this un~t before that date, Williams would have been violating 
the terms of the program even under his own explanation using 
the five-mo'nth computation formula. ' . . '.' '\ .. , :. 

I stated there 'was .only one head count· made in 
October~ .. '":;1~.9:-=7~9~,---:b""'y his agency so there was no. way of prOving 
whether Williams had excess cattlea.t any. other time ~ 

.' .; I I advised if theyear-rolln,<;i fo:rmul3 'was used 
under tlie .program, anything in excess of 48 cows for the· year· 
pert.o.d J::efore May 1, 1979, would have not been in conipl iance wi th 
the Program. ' 

rlstated he does not know how at this point in time 
.. t ha t c.oui d be proven. 

,I 1 indicated that he 'is sat'isfied with the explana-
tion giv~n'bYI 1 t.o the Area Director 'in a 
letter d,ated March 1'4, 1980 .. The only thing' he is ,not happy 
about is t:he; fact tha t Wi-II iams used the'f,i ve-month period after 
the fact and did not advise the BIA that'he was using this formula 
before entering into the Land Deferment Program. 

I rindicated that there is' muc6ha fe and discontent 
,:etween"lhe i i 

: . " He ,. a Iso advised. there' is much Jealousy against 
aUrlce· ill iams on the part, of some tribal memb~rs as Williams 

h:as a nice stead near Faith, South Dakota •. 'He advised that a 
l'pt of the controversy conc¢,rning this. whole issue is ,pol i tically 
motivated and that he is just trying to do his job and Qoes not 
want to get in the middle of things. ' 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 

November 10, 19S1 

MAURICE A. WILLIAMS; 
FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT -
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

, advised during the Winter of 1979 
L...-a-n-:d:"""":'I'-=:9':::'S':'O-, --:-:th:-e-r-e-~-la-:'s~a-n-a-:lr:;lr-e-:'g-a-.Jtion that Maurice Wtll iams may ha va 

grazed an excessive amount of cattle on land deferred under the 
Grazing Land Deferment Program sponsored by the BIA and administered 
by the tribe. 

Investigation into this allegation determined that Williams 
may have used a five-month formula for computed numbers of cattle on 
his land and this would have allowed him having an increased amount 
of cattle'.. I I advised the only objection he had to this formula 
was that it was used as n reason by Williams, after the fact and the 
BIA 'Was not notified of the formula Williams was using before he 
grazed his cattle. 

On August 4, 1981,1 ILand 
Office, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, advised that only one count was 
made by the tribe of Maurice l'{ill iams· land where he had grazed 
cattle. She could not explain why only one count was made by the 
tribe during the time Williams had cattle on the land .. 

Williams ranch. He ndvised 

:: N:::Iber 9, 1981, Assistant United States Attorney I Pierre, South Dakota, after being apprised of the 
facts in t s , indtcated he is declining prosecution in this 
matter since it appears a different computation was used by Williams 

/}/1 /7: ,:-::;::: #',r 
( . .yt ~0..£. - , .. < /' - /'V 

**** 

b6 I 

b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

S,';-~"_·:.~.~f. > .:.~~::-> .. ~ .. 
This document contai'ns neither recommendations nor:2'\"~'~'_-/'ll -- ~--- "'W 

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI - -b6 
and is loaned to your a geney; it and its contents ar --b7C 

~ not to be distributed outside your agency. 
LJ.,!.'~ :Min~rH)01.ir-; (?,061-87) 

ACF ::)1't"T 
(6)~' 



-- • 
~mURICE A. WILLIAMS; 
FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT -
DEPARTtffiNT OF INTERIOR 

• 
under the- grazing formula and the fact that there is no way the 
amount of cattle could specifically be determined to be on that 
land betwe;n the given dates when only one count was made by the 
tribe. I pdvised due to the above information, he is 
declining Gderal prosecution. 
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