
 

  

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
November 26, 2019 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1451140-000 
Subject: Radioplane Company (1935 to 
1970) 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
The enclosed 15 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 

previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).   Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 

 In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled.  Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your 
request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence.   

 

 Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed.  Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail or fax to—Work Processing Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997.  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 

 

 One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA).  Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.   

 
If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 

 
National Archives and Records Administration  
Special Access and FOIA 
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

 
  

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA.  You may file a request with NARA using the address above.   

 
 



 

 One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed.  Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession.  Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10.   

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed.  Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request.  Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)  according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10.   

 

 Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release.   

 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 

your request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” 

includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals.  “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also 

enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 
 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following website:  
https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 

Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading 
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned 
to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 

FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 

any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 

nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 

which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this 

dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name 

check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic 
threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private Citizens 
cannot request a name check.  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES FILE NO. 98-1.54.5 

REPORT MAD" AT • DATE WHEN 
MADE 

PERIOD·FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

L~ ANGELES 9-18-.51 9/12,17/.51 FREDERIOK G. TILLMAN bak 

TITLE \ CHARACTER OF CASE 

~Ol'nif SUJ3JEOT; 
.Damage to Target Piane Radios, 

f?Radiop1ane O'ompany, Van Nuys, Oalifornia ----.-- -~--

SABOTAGE 

August 13, 15, 1951 ------_I!"-' ---.... -..,... .. " ....... , 
ANDREl'T MORTOlif, assembler, Radioplane Oompany, .; 
Van Nuys, Oalifornia, said to have damaged r~d~-,6 ___ 
cables but no damage attributable to him found 
and he'does not have a<rcess to target plane':~ 
radios. No additional similar incidents have 
occurred at company. 

-p-

DETAILS: 
\ 

\. 
Mr. SLANE STUMP, Industrial Rela:tmns Manager, Radioplane Company, 

. 8000 l'Toodley Avenue, Van Nuys, California, advised by telephone that 
ROSE :BOWMAN, an employee of the company and an officer of the company 
union, informed him that another employee, _4.Glif1l'S MILNER, had observed 
a man pushing holes in radio cable with a sharp instrument. At the same 
time ~~. STUMP advi~ed that his company had had a number of rejections 
because of faulty radio cables and thought that this may have some bearing 
on these rejections. 

On August 17,19.51 Mr. STUMP advised the \-Triter that CLA.rolliTCE E. 
LA.NG, the 't'lorks Manager, was informed by ROSE BOWV,AN that AGlmS MD..NEE. 
saw a man pushing holes in tubing while this tubing was in a roll and not 
assembled into target planes or any of its components. This damage occurred 
at their Plant No.2 situated at 7901 Woodley Avenue about five,h~dred feet 
from Plant No. 1 where the ca-ptioned damage was done. ; , \~./ 

Mr. JUD ROBERTS t Secretary of the RadiO]~ri:t~~~~n~~'"::~i~ed 
that ROSE BOi'n.fA.lif is an officer of the company union and a reliable employee • 

. pWfipfRTlo'FFBI-THIS CQNFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NUT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 

~.' ~CoTP.~1H!J:ll LO~~~,Q~ ".'~,\~. . I .• " " • ~t'llt) ~'l 1, ':1 t::::;t,h ,_,- \~ ... " \' '" U S, GOVERNMEN'fI PRINTING OFFICE 16--59256-1 
~, '...... - ' / , .' \ 
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ROSE .BOi'.~T, employed in the S.hipping Departme-nt, Radioplane Company, 
advised on Se'!)t'ember 17, 1951 that AGlfES }.ULNER told her just before or a:f'ter 
Labor Day, 1951, that she saw a. man, whose name ~iS;S given to her but ,.,hich she 
does not recall at this time, :pushing holes into viny'lite tubing ,.,hich is used 
in, wateI1>roo:f'ing electrical cable. Mrs. :BOUMAN 't'las of the impression that the 
conversation related wore to waSing material rather than a wanton damage. 

AmtffiS }ULNER, employed as an assembler in the Electrical De~artment, 
stated she was in the restroom several weeks ago and there heard one of the 
w'omen em1;>loyees, 1'lhose name she cannot recall, remark th2.t A.!.'ID~RTON, an 
assembler, toJaS 1I1a'8 ~g material, particularly vinyli te tubing. She does not 
know in whichmannet' the material was wasted bu.t a.Ssumes ths_t he was wasteful 
in cutting it. She said that she did not believe this woman mentioned his 
'PUshing holes in the tubing "Thile it was on the rolls but her remarks w'ere more 
iTl the nature that MORTON was an uns8.tisfactor-.f employee. 

KAY HAmULL, For~an~ E1ectr~cal Department, Radioplane Company, 
advised that A.'l®~ORTON was em:9loyed at the RadiOplane Company on May 25, 
1951 as an assembler at $1. 20 per hour. He said that because of the 10\'1 

starting rate he inquiried if MORTON had any other source of income and was 
advised that he had a printing business on the side. HA}~!ILL noted from his 
records and stated from personal observation MORTON had a bad attendance record 1 

was usua.lly tardy, often absent, and on occasion left work early. He said that 
he presumed his erratic hours were because of his outside interests but sub
sequently learned that he was using company time to organize and further the 
interests of the International Association of ~~chinists which will soon be 
involved in an election with the Radioplane employees union to determine '~hich 
shall re~resent the em~loyees of the company_ 

HA..~nLL sa.id that 1,mRTON admitted that he was organ~z~ng on the 
comvanyts time during an interview had in connection with a job revie\l! and 
reclassification as to salary about September 1, 1951. At thie time MORT OR 
't'las advised by Mr. HAMMILL that due to his was.ting time in the plant and his 
poor ~,ttendance record he w'as not being recommended for an increase in pay. 
At the same time EA.!:'MILL said that he suggested to }WRTOU that he quit his job 
as he was not doing \'1ell. Following this interview N:ORTO~rls attendance became 
more regular. 

BAMMILL stated several weeks ago when the rumor concerning an unknown 
man destroying material reached him, he placed MORTON under close observation 
2.S he \t1as the only me.le employee in the Assembly Deyartment or in a :oosi tion 
to cut cable. RAln.ULL said that his observation and his check up of the stock 
of vinyl! te and materials for making these cablea failed to disclose' any undue 
\t~ste. He pointed out that MORTON'S job is to cut the vinylite tubing to pro~er 
lengths for the assemblers. 

- 2-
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ADMINIST~\TIV~ PAGE 
LEA D S 

JjOS AnGEL1i)~ Clld.QID. 
..4 , / 

At Van 1\fUYS;' ·C"ru:T:n.ml,cl·: 

Will interview BILL COPE and his assistant, ~ITLLIAM BAYES, 
~~on COPE'S return from vacation. as set out in repat of SA FREDERICK G. 
TILLMAN dated September U, 1951 at Los Angeles. 

\) 
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FEDERAL BUREAc.. OF INVESTIGATION ''' .0_-
Form. No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES FILE NO. 

MADE 
REPORT MADE AT CLl"w1 DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICtMADE \ REPORT MADE BY • 

1 ___ ~0_S_A_N_GE_·L_E_S_---,_9_/_4/_5_l--.:.._8_~+/{l_3_, _15_/_5]~I_":1-=-<-.:.· :--))_~_I_C_K_G_ .. ---:T-r-I_L_Ui_fA_lll_f _--I 

TITLE UNKNO·,'J""N SUBJECT; Radl'o \ -J;) , CH" ,_ .. -:n.ROFCA~E ' t.", .. ~. __ ,~". " 
/dDamage to Target Plane o~., (I, SABOTAGE 
wE,l:l-qj._Q.J?.;!,aneCornp.an.y-,- \'\, I 

\ Van Nuys, Ca~ifornia, '(i-/ 
1-~A~~~~~r~~~19~~~~1~---------~~,~;, L-------------------~lv 

pgus t 13", ~<.~. __ .. ./' ..... , 'I 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

DETAILS: 

Six radio s -, found detuned and .& ¥:'~ ~ 
three antenna leads cut August dV 
13 and 15, 1951, on target planes / 
being made under prime contract «~ 
with United States Air Force. " 
Three addi tional -vrl. res not 
insta11e d in plane-, discovered 
cut August 28, 1951. Damage, 
estimated about ~:'15, not type 
which Tvou1d escape detection 
on routine inspection prior to 
flight or United states Air 
Force inspection. 

- P -

AP:t~~!~6'E~ \~ - ::;00 L s;t5A~M;=G"'- DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES , .48 
'-' .~7 - ' ·~I "3 /J// I~ R CORDED -1., 

- COPIES OF THIS REPORT i '/fl •. ~ 
<9 - Bureau I, 'JY,~, £~ , ) \ii 
1 - OSI, Dist. 18, Naywood, f - - \ J "' -
I - ZIO, Lo s Jmge 1es ' ~J .... ..i.. I;";;. '''' ~i\~" 
3 - Los Ange1e s· ,.,X .' l';}Q- 2/:1 [/. I ~ 

epPlE'S DJ)STROYED /) ii' _ " \ I- </ / 

In ~ _. ' 

.. " . 

""'~Op~'(fpFtf~J)-f,ffi~'-:_QNf;ipE~TI~~ :REPORT AND ITS CONoTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO 'WiflG'H~roXMDl , . ': - • 

Lf s. GOVERNMEIlT PRINTING OFFICE 16--59255-1 
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designated as model numbe~ R - 196C/A RW - 26y. 

,. 
" 

Nr. ROBEHTS said that the tuning access cap to the radio 
receivers cont~olling the planes~ Model OQl9D, was removed on 
six of them and the trimming condensers were backed off or 
scre"tved dmvn so as to alter thei~ frequency from 73 megacycles 
to either about 60 or 85 megacycles. I~. ROBERTS said that 
three of theHe radios we~e found detuned on Augus't 1,5, 1951, 
and the other three on August 13,1951 • . He felt that the last 
t~ee were apparently detuned on the p~evious evening while 
the fi~st three may have been altered at anytime from over the 
weekend from the evening of August 10, 1951, until the following 
Monday morning. The antenna leads which were found damaged were 
appa~ently cut on Tuesday evening as they were found in the 
ai~craft on the morning of August 15, 1951. These antenna leads 
which we~e found cut had be·en installed in ai~craft on three 
diffe~ent shifts end apparently not by the same persons. 

Mr. ROBERTS stated that the cutting of these wires 
appeared after the first inspection and after installation in 
the ship. He said the radios pass inspection twice by the 
company and once by Ai~ Force inspectors prior to their acceptance 
by the United States Air Force. He indicated that the electrical 
inspection and a subsequent p~e~flight inspection would disclose 
that the antenna leads were cut and that there was no possibility 
that any attempt would be made to fly these ta~get planes without 
the inspections mentioned. 

These target planes are ~adi0 controlled and the radio 
receivers in them are set at.a pre-determined frequency, 73 
megacycles. The radios ..... lhich are !nede by an affiliated company 
are checked tor quality and, at the same time, are checked i'or 
the accuracy of their setting on the frequency stated. It was 
during this inspection that the detuning of the six radios was 
disclosed. 

}w. ROBERTS said that prior to the trial runs of these 
aircraft by the Radioplane Company, the tuning of the radio is 
again checked against the frequency of the control transmitter. 
Durine this final check as well as the electrical check previously 
mentioned, dm1age such as a detuned or cut antenna lead would be 
immediately discovered as the plane i10uld be inoperative. He 
further advised that following the receipt by the United States 
Air Force, the tuning of the radio is again examined often for 
the purpose of changing the frequency to match that of the 
particular control transmitter in use by the Air Force at 
the point where the planes are to be floiin. 

- 2 -
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Mr. ROB~TS lit-avised that t1;le' de tuning of the'radios 
caused ,no materi:al damage and t .1;lat the three ' leads which w..er'e 
cut were v~lued at , ~oou:t $15,. , On; August 17, . 1951, Mr • . ROY L • 

. ' BISBEE,' Chie~ Inspector, 'Rad'ioplane Company, advised'that the 
",_radios 'are ~ad~ ,by ,the Babc9c}:c Raa.,io E!ngineering Company, an, 
'affiliate o+ , ~e Radiopl~ne Ca~~any, _situated about 200 -yards 
away fr~m- the Radioplane plant. He ,s-aiq. that approximate'ly \ 
83 ' radios . were delivered by ' tru'ck, on ' August "10,,1951, and were 
.examined in , the !31ectrica,1 inspecti6,n section 011; Aug,ust 15, 1951. 
Mr-. BISBEE said that ', i'ive radios were loaded' on a hand truck·' 

-, placed' on a - main aisle leading ~ thr'Ollgh the' ,plant, and that on 
August 15; 1951, three of them were -found 'dettined. , These three 
radios were arranged ' on m'e' truck, fn' );equence and, in VIr. 
BISB"E2' S opinion, were . deliber a:f;i ely . detuned, ,by someone standing 
near the truck. . It ' wa's .foUnd by tr:i/ill ' ~hat t:q.-e tuning access, 

,., c~p could be removeq., the, trimming condenser turned, ahd the 
cap replaced easi,ly j.n 30 ·' sc;conds'.' ,Mr. BISBEE stated that ' 
after the findi~g qf ' ~hese three ~adios, all' of them were 
checked and five v-rere found detutied and that thes,e fi:ve were 
on the, top tier, of the' truck on, the - aisle aide. He s'ai d that _ 

,. the s'ixth r~dio_ 'was checked ii?- the e).ec_trical ' insp~ction roon;t, 
'a screened 'enclosure, after it was taken from'- stock to .the 

. final assembly and re'jected by -th,e ' swing shift crew. _- Th.;i.s , 
rad:Fo; according to )1r. BISBEE, 1IoTa.S not situated wi th the o~her 
five- radio's and. may have been detunedl.'acc,iq.ehtally, or not 
tuhed to the ' prope;r> .frequency. when it left the Babcock company'; 

, ., 

I .. 1 ,,-

It will be -noted that ' no ~ writ'ten record was ~ade of 
the exact time." da~e,' and hour when these radios were found in 

· a' detUned condition. 
, ' , 

" ' Mr. BISBEE advised , that'five of the radios were found 
defecti,ve by' HARRY ROGERS, the' 9-ay insp,ect.or; and one radio by' 
~tLL COPE, t~e night ~nsp~cto~. " \ 
i/ " 

. . With ~efer~nce to ~he, c~t'~h~enna leads, Mr. BISB~, ~ 
advJ.sed the' damage to,~them~ was done J.n the same shop ,area ,and 
at a time when the planes on wbicp.. 'these leads were installe_d . 
were not -more than 20 feet from the.- truck- containing tIle ' , " 
detuned radios.. These leads, according to Mr. BISBEE, were . 
apparently cut by ,someone w:q.o insert,ed their :'hand 84d diagoJ;lal 
cutters into ,the radio access natch of the planes and cut them. 0 

The wires were found to have been ~ cut at abo1ft""~a. 45 degree angle. ' 
~ ., J _ .~ , • 

, 

Mr. BISBEE and Mr •. , ROBERTS advised that most of the _ 
employees in that section of the plant use these diagonal cutters 

~ -
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in their "lrlork uno. that no COrr.!I,len-C iloulcl. be aroused by any 
pE.lrson carl"yine; thE.l!lJ. or using them inside of' one of' -thE.l 
target planes as a good dO'al of the electrical 1-lOrk is done 
on the planE.l 1:1i th the us·e of' thE.lse tools. 

I'JI'. BISBEE believes that these 'Hires ' c"Oulc. havE.l 
been cut at anytime fror:.'. mia.ni.p;ht on Priday, AUr.:'ust 10, 1951, 
until 7:00 a •. m., .,t..Uf,ust 13, 1951. 

On Aus ust 29, 1951, I'ir. :aOB~'TS telephoned thE.l 
Los ~lngeles of':rice and advised that ~hree more e.dditional 
1'lires use·d in the a .ssembling of these target planes V!8re 
found cut. He pointed out that although these "!D.res I'rere not 
installed in the aircraft and had cau'sed no damage, the COfrlpany 
of'f'icials Here co~cerned fOr> fear that . the person dOing this 
damage might cut 1.Jir·es follol-ring the final inspection of' the. 
plane by their COli1pany and the .Air Force which 'h'ould r6sul t 
in possible uncontrolled f'light of the plene and its ultimate 
destruction. On August 30th, Ip. BISB~ advised that the 
three 'VIire cables ~:ere found cut on the previous morning by 
the lead..111an in the electrical shop, H.t-illOLD STi-::..'{JdER • . He said 
ono of them W2.S f'ound on top of' a benchand tHO underneath the 
bench. He expres·seo. concern because the other he.lves or part 
of these leads Here not found. F:i'. BISB:;:'::~l: expressed tne 
opinion that the incident occurred on the s'~,Jj. ng shift, :-rhich 
"f 3 30 t"l 12 00 "dn-" .... -L .. _· ·· HfY"" ~ s rom : p.111 . un 1. ~ !Ill. 1. g.o:c. :.i .L "L·.L.tl!~. L.:~.J, 

Assistant Chief Inspector" is in charge of inspection on that 
shift. There is al so a night shift w5. th about 12 men on a crel'1 
in the paint shop and 1-Jing section department, ub.o have ac'cess 
to the entire p1a..l'lu, although they do not l\'orlr: on -che electrical 
ins tallation or upon planes in 1-lhich any electrj_c·al equipment 
has been installed. Ir. BISBDE pointed out -c:''lat Hli.LPH B.:J1T:IT 
is the regular 1eadraan in the department Hhere the cut leac..s 
Here fOLmd but he is presently on a t'trJb weeks " vacation. 

H .. {,.ROL') S~;JU' J ......... B., 183t!.3 BeSS6I'ler Str0et, Reseda, 
C ·:'.lifornia~ &'.6.vised. thnt he found a cut lead on a bench back 
of the tool box i rrwlOaiately after corning on shift at 7: 00 a.m. 
on August 28, 1951.. He said he did not find the other part of 
this los-d and l1ent through the storage bin for thes·e leads, 
't-vhich is under the bench mentioneet. There he found another 
cut lead. Follo-.;-ring the findtnr; of this lead, he began a clean
up in the shop anc1 founc1.. an employee, i.l.L ""';CKOAHL, had founc.. ~ 
third CUJG lead on the shelf across "ehe room from the: storage bin. 
I'"r. STl::o'..J .. i=1 said that he knoHs of' no damage -Co any 01' these 
leads Hhile installing them. in the ships and has no informat ion 
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on hOl\" these leads 1-Jel"e cut or Hho :may have cut. them. He se..id 
that his first thought Ho..s that SOI'1:e person needed a 'Hire for 
their automobile and Sal1}' fit to cut, off the lead so as to 
utilize the Hire. 

Hr. S'l~,~DR said that during this cleanup, 8llcl. on 
August 27th and 28th, he foun<:"':. a stabilizer section behind 
a l"lOrk bench 1'1hich had on it .the nume uBabelJ or tfBa:bs lt scratched 
on it ap~?arently with an electr~_c drill. This stabilizer 't-JaS 

unpainted and 'Vlas subsequently utilized in a plane after 
buffing. I:;1r .. STi:!--:lJl:Lffi said the..t he does not 'knOl\!' hOH long this 
stabilizer 'frJas behind the bench but feels that it could not have 
been there for mo~e than two months, the date of their prior 
cleanup period. 

Er. ROB~.RTS and Er. BISBl:;]; poin.ted out that any 
person f.amiliar uith the manufacture of these target planes, 
as are the employees in the factory, vlOuld knovl that detuning 
the radios or cutting the ant·euna leads 'tvould be itnmediately 
(1iscovered upon inspection and no material damage TJ'Tould arise 
from such actions e' He said that these employees 'tv-ould. also 
kno'tv that the only real df.\ll1.age 1-;rhlch could be done to the 
electrical equipment wi thout detection 't-1Ould be that done f'o1.lov..r:ing 
final inspection and aC'cep-tance by the Air Porce. 

BISBEE, ST.:£:.D::L:R, and I'iARRY ROG}!;RS, a day inspe'ctor, 
1 ...... er·e of' the opinion that if these radios Here deliberately 
damfl.ged, such occurred on the sHing shift rather than on. the 
day shift. 

CB.1lRL:'S CRJillDOCK, Inspector, Unit.ed states Air Force, 
stationed at Radioplane Company, advised that he had knoHledge 
of' this ds.mage and that the Air Force's Inspectors 'tiere on the 
alert for further evidences of such damage. 

- P 11 }T D I J:i G -
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LOS ANGELl~S OPFICE 

At Van Nuys, C01ifqrn:i.,a,: Trill at Radioplane Company 
intervievl BILL COPE, night inspector, 'Nho re'jected a radio on 
August 16, 1951, "(vi th the remark H~Jontt worku " fo110Hing its 
being detuned.. l"ri11 also intervie1-J ~fILLI.A1':': HAY":;S, ..;lssistant 
Chief Inspector assigned to the s't'l1inS shift, regardine; the 
damage done to these radio controlled target p18.nes. 

RIWk.BTh~C:E. : 

. Los 11ngele s teletype to the Bureau, dated August 17, 1951. 
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(. I tvASR,/ 56 FROt1 LOS ANGELES 17 7-'40 PM f . 
,;;'ry /R CTOR D E FER R '€ D //{. -- . ,.. ' " . 

~I!}l ) ' , (} Iii ' \.(t -!,-V 
/.: 
\) UNSUB, DAMAGE TO TARGET PLANE RAD:OS, ~ADIOPLANE COMPANY, ),: <. (-', -/ 

'V!N NUYS, CALIF. AUG. THIR!~~AND FIFTEEN, FI~~Y~~. SABOTAGE. JUD -
ROBERTS, SECRETARY, RADIOPLANE COHPANY, ADVISES SIX RADIO RECEIVE~S USED 

TO CONTROL TARGET PLANES DETUNED AND THREE ANTENNAE CUT. NO DAr1AGE TO 

RADIOS BUT ANTENNAE DAMAGE ABOUT TEN DOLLARS. INSTRUMENTS 

. AND PLANE ON MAIN PASSAGEl'JAY USED BY TWO HUNDRED EMPLOYEES 

AND DAMAGE COULD HAVE BEEN D9NE TO EACH ITEM IN HALF A MINUTE. 

RADIOPLANE Cm1PANY PRIME CONTRACTOR TO AIR FORCE. 

HOOD 

END AND nrnKElX 

ACK PLS 

DISC PLS 

LA R 55 lJIA DBD 

TU DISC PLS 

LO 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

Sl11301'AGE 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: llILLL'!M &'l.1"'ES, Inspector, and HILLIil.H COllD, 
Elec-'crical Inspec'cor, s1V'ing shift, Radioplane 

MJ 

Company, Van l~uys, California, heNe no infO!'LlC~-f I:" -~' _ 1 
tion concerning instant drunage. 8m'IE: 8Tu1-iP, 'J.-" j-Y. ~: t t: : . " f 

'-. -
\. / ", 

• j~ • 

/ 

DET.llIIS: 

Industrial RelaJcions I:an3.ger, advises no __ -_ .... .. 
further incidents have occurred. CCll)pany 
employees as a 1~:aole feel they are underpaid 
and at present effort is being made to oust 
cOLl:pe.ny union • 

c 

UTT.T.I.lI!1 :rJli.TIlS, Assistar"t Chief Inspector, Radioplane 
Company, Van Nuys, California, advised on September 28, 1951 that he has 
no information concerning the detuning of radios found in that condition 
on ,:l.UGusJe 15, 1951. He said -Ghat quite often detuned radios or rad.ios 
noJc properly tuned are found when they e..re checked out and t hat he placed 
no Ispecial significance on the fact tha-'c these were detuned inasmuch as 
it 't7aS a very simnle 'ion -'GO nlace them. in order. E-n-.- - -; .. :- - ~-:=::-:--:- ;,:, ~ - '"T".."i't',,"'; l. ''-.,:_ 

~ tJ J:.' ",\...L" ~.IJ..!....A...a? ~ " " '-", . -'...-.3'I:'>),./J.J.~¥f" ~ '"-' "" - -. r---
;-;i-'c11 rei'erence 'i)o the -'GvTO antenna idres found cut in 

one of the target planes, lIAYE8 said that there has been no repetition 
of ,incidents of this ldnd and that he has had no conversation or seen 
anything 1Tl1ich 1-TOuld either lead him to 'che identity of -'c11e person cutJcin~ 
the i'Tlres or indica-'ce Jcha;'c the wires iTere cut accidentally during the T1an
ufacturing process. 
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J'Jr. HAYTIS s:?,iJ. that many o:'? t ho uorl;:ers in 'che Radioplsue 

Cc:,"pany ivere diasatisfied in that; t hey fel"!; they "ITere uno.erpaid. HOIfever, 
he saio, so many felt that vTay tha''!. it "tTould be i mpoDsible to pin any 
l, cxt:i.culf1.r ilorker dm-m as beint:; 8. disrr.('untle::'i employee. He saiJ. t hat 
r ecently eo substanti ...... l pay raise ha u been granted all vTorkers. 

HILLIAM COPE, Electrical Inspector, Radioplc.ne Coupany, advised 
he did not recall the six radios IThich ,Tere :found detuned in the period 
just prior to AUGust 15, 1951, although it is noted that he rejected a 
radio on August 16, 1951 ivith the COMment, !tuon '-;; ivork." 

!12t'.. COPE said that the detuned r 8.0.i05 Qr rOOi06 not on the 
proper frequency are a relatively cO~fillJ.6n occurrence. IIe said that this 
is a !.1atter easily corrected and that the Radioplane Conpany has a special 
test room to determine inlether or not the radios are in working order and 
also has the proper electronic equipment to tune these radios and to 
determine if' they are within the specifications. Er. COPE also placed no 
particular Significance to the radios being detuned e.s this detunine; does 
not da:ilage them. TIe also inciicated that the radios are so roade that the 
frequency may be varied so as to match the control transmitter at the 
various air :force s"cations 1-111.ere the tare;et planes are used. 

Wi!'. COPE had no information concerning the i'1ires cut in the 
fuselage of the target planes. he has noted nothing all10ng the employees 
of the s-vTing shift wl1ich l'1ould lead him to suspect any of' them of cutting 
t;he ... vires. 

It was observed that on September 28, 1951 handbills were being 
passed at the plant in the interest of the International Association of 
Kachinists which was then endeavoring to represent the ewployees of the 
Re,dioplane COI:l.pany in competition 't-ri th the UA'W-CIO and RPA, the latter 
being the Radioplane Employees ASSOCiation, a company union. ThiEl hand
bill indicated that an election was to be held on Septel:ber 28, 1951 to 
determine if another union should replace the com:!?any union. 

1-11'. SIMm: STU1.P, Industrial Relations r.lanaeer, !.Jr. :tUl.YES and 
I{;r . CO:PE advised th~~t tcey do not believe the la.bor adi vi ty he.d any'Ghin~ 
'co do 'trith tee d22i'lc,ze to the a.ntenna 't'Tires or the detuned radios. EOir
ever they did indicate that there ~s some unrest in the plant because o~ 
"chis activity. ¥Jl'. STill·I? also stated that no further incidents of a like 
nature have occurred. 

CLOSED 

-2-



t:. -' 
~ .. -, ..... 

!" 

1.'1. 98-1545 

•• 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

Report of SA Ff{EDERICK G. TILUUUJ dated Septe':,lber 18, 1951 
at Los Anseles .• 

-3-



MAILE. ' 

. l! IN '1 1CJS~) 

NAME CHECK 

Jun~ 2~ 1955 

You !.We re.fez-red ttl th,~ r&ports of' Special A:;ent 
F~·edGric~~ G .. 'l'11lrGan, dat&d Sept0mbst-> 41 1951~ Se:gteniber 
18~ 19$1, and October 3~ 1951~ in the 1(j'St;l entitled "Unkno'Wn 
Subject; Da.r.m.ge to Target l'.lmta- RadioS', Rad1op1.~:ge_ OQwP..@Y'..f 
i;'Jll l;u;r.s, California .. AUt..'>1.t1!t 13~ 15~ 1951; - Sabotcg$ which 
llez-e -:t'ti'rn1eh'3d~to tli3 ffeadtlual'te~s Of.fice of the OS! on 
S~pt~;;:b3r 18 .. 1951. Sept~:;:t.b-;:C" 26, 1951~ an1 Octobor 11, 1951. 
Th~,se r~Do~t·s have also be.sn i'u:t:"nishs1 to th~ Dl.strict NU1"'1ber 
lB. OSI, ~J:tYVlOodf Cal1£o:rn1~,. by tho LO$ Angeles Zi'i(.ld Office 
of' this B~eau. You are I'ei".e~rS'u t<) thas~ reports in~"!:~l.ch ,::;ts 
th~:J cont:.tin 1nforr:ation p~j. ... t:tn·:;mt to yo~ lnquiry~ 
(98 .. 39'1!ll~!!:· 2* Ld 

- -, ~.' ,. ~ .to. 
.J:JJ.';;; i'o!"0goirt..g ..t.~..f'or!'1!l. tion .cS fUl"ni.sil~t1 to yot! 

as the r~$'Ult of a request i'oJ:' an FBI 1'110 cheek ani is 
not to "bg eonstrued as a clea.ra...'l1co OF a nonclea.:r:-anc.;; or 
the: ina.:tviDu3.1 involve-d. This ini'ornation is i'urnirn.ec1 
:for yov~ US0 an<.1 is not to 'hI) tiis~Gn.inatod outside 01" 
yotrJ:> aeency. 

Tolson __ 
Boardrnan_ 
Nichols __ 
Belmont __ 
Hatbo __ 
Mohr __ 
Parsons __ 
Rosen __ 
Tamm __ 
Sizoo __ 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele.Room_ 
Holloman_ 
Gandy_ 
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