U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
April 9, 2021

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384-4520

FOIPA Request No.: 1385180-000
Subject: Torres Advanced Enterprise Solutions

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

You were previously advised we were consulting with another agency concerning information
located as a result of your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request.

This consultation is complete and the enclosed material is being released to you with the
appropriate exemption noted next to the redacted information pursuant to Title 5, United States Code,
Section(s) 552/552a as noted below. Below you will find checked boxes under statute headings indicating
the appropriate exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The checked
exemption boxes used to withhold the information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of
Exemptions.
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159 pages were reviewed and 159 pages are being released.

The appropriate redactions were made by the Department of State (DOS) Office
of Inspector General (OIG)

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2”
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in
all correspondence concerning your request.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject
heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number
assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

v

See additional information which follows.

The enclosed documents represent the final release of information responsive to your Freedom of
Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request.

This release is being provided to you free of charge.

Please be advised that the Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) is operating at
reduced staffing levels amidst the ongoing COVID-19 national emergency. The enclosed FOIPA release
represents a work product that could be generated for you under these unprecedented circumstances. We
appreciate your patience and understanding as we work to release as much information, to as many
requesters as possible, as this emergency continues.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief
Record/Information

Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosure(s)


https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov

FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA
Addendum provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply
to all requests. Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your
request seeks the listed information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

@)

(ii)

5U.S.C. 8552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the
requirements of the FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia
website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the
FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@)

(i)

(iii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §8
552/552a (b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. Thisisa
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A standard search normally
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references,
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. For additional information about our record
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records.

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of
this dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records
on every person, subject, or entity.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests,
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity
History Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-
summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional
information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private
Citizens cannot request a name check.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20580

Movember 1§, 2014
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Subjeet: Allegations of “Kickbacks™
Cimtract: SAQMMAIZC0043 Logal Guard Services Buenos Adres
Dar Mr, Torres:

Adocal article published onlive April 24, 2014 which implicates Torres in a kickback scheme in ordir to
olftain its security loense in Srgenting was brought 1o our attention, The Hink is provided below:
idads

S AN H

Upder contract clause DOSAR 652 342-73 Autherization and Performance, the contractor warrants that it
will comply with all laws, decrees, fabor standards, and regulations of said country or countries during the
perfrmance of this contract. Department of State is concerned about these allegations, Based upon these
copeerns, please provide information converning the steps Torres has taken o investigate this matten
ingluding:

Y speciile timedrame of when the alleged condudd oceurred and when Torves learned of the donduct;
The individuals involved:

The status of Torres” Hicenses and #s ability to continue performance withoal interruption;
The status of the investigation and potential cuteome/eonsequences: and

The steps Torres is taking to address this conduct and safeguards to ensure that such conductidoes noy
Qeeur,

® * » @ @

We are requesting Torres respond no fater than $:00pm Tuesday November 25, 2014,

W%mhar these allegations are true or pot, the mere appearance of sueh allegations in a loca) publication

brings nto question Torres” satisfactory record of integrity and buginess ethics, We fook forward o your
response.
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ase ac!»;zwxx-iedue' recwipi of this letter, 1 you have any questions, please contact myself at (371 3457897

Sincerely,
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" Michas! 2. Henderson
Contracting Qfficer
LLS, Department of State
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Now 19th, 2014

U.S] Department of State
ALMAQM/WWD/LGB
Attdntion: Mike Henderson, Contracting Officer

180

Arlington, VA 22209
Subject:  Allegations of “Kickbacks™
Contract Number:  SAQMMAI13C0043, LGF Buenos Alres, Argentina

Mr
The

anofymons source,  As for the licensing for the City of Bucnos Aries and the Buenos Aires
Province, Torres hired a law firm (Miguel Murray) to handle the entire process.  There were
kickbacks involved, all the Hcenses dre legal, lepally obtained and in full foree.

The

occtred, this is the first time Torres has heard about these allegations,

The
Invg

Uve attachied Torres' licenses.  The licenses wers obtained in 2013:  B/A license is good ungil

201
unti
The
uno

Giv

kickbacks, P'm of the mindset that it may be best to let time dictate our next step.  [f there arg
further reports, we take action.

The

If ydu have any questions or would like to discuss a plan of action please do not hesitate to ca

{cel

e
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Singerely,

adf 'Enmwss Solutinns

2755 Hartland Moad, Suite 300 » Falles Ghuireh,
L{POR) BET-8088 » f {FO3) 3518144 o wwwwetoy

I North Lynn 8t., SA-20, 16th Floor

i
i

Tenderson,

se allegations are from a Political Blog against the Minister of Security, posted by an

e were no specific timeframes mentioned in the blog as to when the alleged conduct

¢ were no names provided in the blog, nor does Torres know anyone who was allegedly
fved in this matter.

R: B/A Provinee, no date but probably 2018 too; and the Tax I no date but probably goo
we're done using it

¢ is no investigation going on right now.  No one has contacted Torres officially or
ficially about the alleged incident, nor have we heard about these allegations before.

eny this is an anonymous pelitical blog discussing the Minister of Security accepting

ve atlegations are without warrant, without merit and seem politically motivated,

or e-mail me at

be Biddle
or Program Manager

Kevin Smallwood
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205-WF-6804950 Serial 20

FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10)

UNCLASSIFIED//To8Q
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Electronic Communication

Title: (U//Ae¥6+ U.S. Embassy Local Guard Force Date: 06/02/2015
Contract Documents: Panama, Peru,
Argentina and Paraguay

From: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE

D6-ICU
Contact:
b6
b7C
Approved By:
PP Y bTE

Drafted By:

Case ID #: 205-HQ-6117076 (U)
Torres Advanced Enterprise Solutions;
FCEZ

Synopsis: (U/7FS89e U.S. Embassy Local Guard Force Contract Documents:

Panama, Peru, Argentina, and Paraguay awarded to TORRES AES.

Full Investigation Initiated: 02/10/2015

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items:
1. (U//Fo8e) Documents Regarding Panama LGF Contract
2. (U//FoBe+ Documents Regarding Peru LGF Contract

3. (U//FTo8¥Q) CD provided by ASAC [::::::::]titled "TORRES Department
of State Contracts.”

Details:

On 05/07/2105, Assistant Special Agent in Chargel |
b6 Per

Department of b7C DOS-0OIG
State (DOS) /0IG/Investigations provided a compact disc that contained

documents pertaining to TORRES AES and U.S. Embassy Local Guard Force

(LGF) contract awards. A sampling of the documents is as follows:
Pertaining to U.S. Embassy Panama contract for Local Guard Force:

1. Standard Form 33 Solicitation, Offer, and Award, signed on

UNCLASSIFIED/ /FoUe



205-WF-6804950 Serial 20

UNCLASSIFIED/;FUUS

Title: (U/ P86+ U.S. Embassy Local Guard Force Contract Documents:
Panama, Peru, Argentina and Paraguay

Re: 205-HQ-6117076, 06/02/2015

01/31/2013 by]
(signed 01/02/2012 - which may be in error) awarding contract number bé Per
SAQMMA13C0033 to TORRES in the amount of $11,581,633.23. BTE Dog-OLg

2. Memorandum from U.S. Department of State, dated July

29, 2014, Subject: Pricing for reducing Weapons requirement." This
memo stated,in part, "at contract start—up,[::::::]stated it would take
longer than expected to obtain the weapons permits due to the local

weapons laws."

3. Standard Form 30 Amendment of Solicitation/Modification of Contract
dated 08/01/2014 and signed by |on behalf of the

contractor. This modification decreased the contract ceiling price by

bé

$74,009.41 to reflect weapons requirements. b7C

Pertaining to U.S. Embassy Peru contract for Local Guard Force:

1. Standard Form 33 Solicitation, Offer, and Award, regarding contract
number SAQMMA12C0103 issued on 03/08/2012, signed byl
on behalf of Torres AES. The contract amount is $36,018,190.09

Pertaining to U.S. Embassy Argentina contract for Local Guard Force:

1. Standard Form 33 Solicitation, Offer, and Award, issued on
02/14/2013, signed on behalf of TORRES AES by

awarding contract number SAQMMA13C0043 to TORRES in the amount of
$13,584,319.97.

Pertaining to U.S. Embassy Paraguay contract for Local Guard Force:

1. Standard Form 33 Solicitation, Offer, and Award, issued on
11/09/2011, signed on behalf of TORRES AES by | b6

|awarding contract number SAQMMAI2C00008 to TORRES in the b7cC

amount of $4,887,778.17. Additional documentation regarding this
contract spans from 2011 - 2014. Standard Form 30 Amendment of
Solicitation/Modification of Contract effective 03/01/2014 to the

UNCLASSIFIED//Foue

2



205-WF-6804950 Serial 20

UNCLASSIFIED/7TFoua

Title: (U//FTo®ey U.S. Embassy Local Guard Force Contract Documents:
Panama, Peru, Argentina and Paraguay

Re: 205-HQ-6117076, 06/02/2015

attention ofl Iof TORRES extends TORRES' period of Z:
C
performance to 02/28/2015.

¢

UNCLASSIFIED//FOove

3
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 29,2014

TO: File

FROM: Kelli Parker, A/LMAQM/WWIESE

SUBJECT:  Pricing for reducing Weapons reguivemnent, Mod # SAQMMAL3C0033-MO06

Due to the Contractor not being able to obtain weapons permits in the first year of
performance, it was decided by Post that the Exhibit A weapons requirement be reduced in the
contract. The Department requested Torres to provide consideration for the revised Exhibit A
reducing the amount of armed post. In response, Torres submitted a proposal dated {07/28/14)
reducing the base year clin 0023 weapons/ammunition for all incarred cost for weapons,
permits, ammunition, cleaning, maintenance and basic and annual refresher training, Torres
also proposed reducing each option vear clin. At contract start-up, Torres stated it would take
longer than expected to obtein the weapons permits due to the local weapons laws. Torres
conducted basic training along with an extra 16 hours of training for weapons. Post agreed to
allow Torres to start up the contract nnarmed until they received all the necessary permits.
Torres did not obtain the weapons permits until a year after stand up. Once Torres obtained all
the permits, post decided all post were no longer in need of being armed. Post revised the

Ixhibit A unarming more than half of the original armed post. The government has negotiated
a reduction to the Weapons/Armmunition Other Direct Cost (ODC) Contract Line Item
numbers (CLINS) listed below effective August 1 2014, For CLIN 0023, the government has
negotiated a lot amount of $50,334.97 and will instruct Torres to invoice for this CLIN in its
August or September invoice. All changes in the rates are listed in the table below.,

i

{higing

CLIN ODC t ] Negotated | Tomt CLIN
Lot Cost | Tanal Cogt Roduction
0023 $62,867.16 i $50,334.97 | (§12,532.19)
Weapons/Ammunition | 7 |
1023 $23.638.56 || $20.159.76 {$3.478.80)
Weapons/Amumunition ‘
2023 1182432544 | $20,742.72 | (§3,582.72)
Weapons/ Ammanition
3023 | §25,032.84 §f $21,343.20 | ($3,689.64)
| Weapons/Ammunition ‘
F023 $23,761.60 { §21,961.68 {$3,799.92)
| Weapons/Ammunition
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