U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

May 21, 2021

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.

SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1496188-000
Subject: The Venceremos Brigade

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The enclosed 776 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were
previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Please see the
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

v

In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive,
Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence.

Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30)
days by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive,
Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997.. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30)
days of the date of this notification, your request will be closed.

One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.

If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address:

National Archives and Records Administration
Special Access and FOIA

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Reference file number 100-HQ-462905 in your correspondence.

Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above.



N One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code,
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 1229.10.

N Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR
1229.10.

N Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this
release.

Please be advised that “unusual circumstances” apply to the processing of your request. See 5
U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). “Unusual circumstances” include one or more of the following scenarios:

There is a need to search for and collect records from field offices and/or other offices that are
separate from the FBI Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS).

There is a need to search for, collect, and examine a voluminous amount of separate and distinct
records.

There is a need for consultation with another agency or two or more DOJ components.

These “unusual circumstances” will delay our ability to make a determination on your request within
20 days (excluding weekend and legal public holidays). Additionally, the payment of pertinent fees may
apply to your request. See 5 U.S.C. 8 552 (a)(4)(A)(viii).

The application of “unusual circumstances” is not a determination of how the FBI will respond to
your substantive request, this letter provides notice that these “unusual circumstances” apply to
processing and delay the determination of your request. See 5 U.S.C. 88 552 (a)(6)(A)(viii);
(@)(6)(B).

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2”
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.



http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.qgov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned
to your request so it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel

Section Chief

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Information Management Division
Enclosure(s)


mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov




FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA
Addendum provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply
to all requests. Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your
request seeks the listed information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

@)

(ii)

5 U.S.C. 8§ 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements
of the FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the
FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@)

(i)

(iii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
552/552a (b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §8 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. Thisis a
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A standard search normally
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references,
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. For additional information about our record
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records.

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests,
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to hame
check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic
threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private Citizens
cannot request a name check.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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The PLP was founded in 1962 by individuals
expelled from the Communist Party, USA,

for following the Chinese communist line.

Its objective is the establishment of a
militant working-class movement based on .
Marxism-Leninism and MAO Tse-tung thoughti U |
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The following article appeared on Page 17 of the
Redwood City, California, Times, May 3, 1972:/ y )
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tened to, then refused (o con-
sider action on, anti-wrr de-
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. ;,l_n.r(‘ chatrmen Goretg B
Doy and supervisor Robort St
Cluir Lowa stated  that (L3
Loaerd's jong-standing  policy
hus been one of non-inter-
ference in national and inter-
national aliain th said the
pm .y woulfland, and it did,
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~0ther demangs-inchidad
county endorsement of the
sevon-pnint peuté proposal of
the Frovisional Ruvoluticnary
Govertunent  (Viet  Cong).
Chatrmem Day said the board
was not “fully acquainted”

" with the Provisioual Revolu-

tionary Government proposal,
Supervisny Jean Fasster asked
KO ;DIZi‘u;AU&_U‘i Vi he adxcu-

; mem,in iy ',-L Lx\»m.nh:.w.

Vonooooin6s alyy domanded

i that the conuty attept to halt

werrormance of rnoallzgged

| military contract at Ampkxl
; Corporation in Redwood City,
Yihe revelutionary group con-

tends that Ampex, which it;
calls “Redwood City's major
defense contractor,” is build-

hoth  Venccremos | ing and servicing in-
members, arpued that U.S., | strumentation recorders used
militzry cavolvement in In- | by the Air Force to protect
lachine cirectly aifects $an ! B-52 bombeys from North Viet-
Mateo County. namese counter-attacks while
_ In an cxchange with Piilshe——en bombing runs.

ry, Chairman UDay conceced
that, “Yes, it (the war) aifects
the County of San Mateo ...
but only in as far as those
(servicemen) who serve ihe
government o©f the United
States.”

As one of several demanus™

fromy Vencervemes, Pillsbury
asked the supervisors 16 “in-
vastigate the whereahouts™ of
all U.S. servicemen from San

© Mateo County, fo maeke sure
| they are not heing vhipaed {0

Indochina while e LS, ad-
ministration states that troops
lIJ‘U\.lﬂ“‘wlmdl‘d.\’ I st

DENTIAL

Ampex officials declined to
comament oa the Venceremos
statement.

Chairman Day said “taking
on Ampex,” regarding a fed-
eral contraci, is not & duty of
the Board of Superviiare—
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I. FACTIONALISM

The Stanford Daily of July 13, 1971, on Page 1,
contained an article "Panther Split Precipitates Division
in Venceremos." This article reflects that the group of
Venceremos members under the leadership of MIRIAM CHERRY
had split away from VO because they favored the bread and
butter issues espoused by the Black Panther Oakland Faction
while BRUCE FRANKLIN and the main Venceremos group favored
the New York Algiers Faction of the Black Panther Party
and prefers to organize around the issues of the Indo-China-
War and the "United Front Against Facism and Imperialism." kA/

L U
The following article apﬁeared in the Stanford \
Daily of September 27, 1971, Page i
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i - . . . . ~daily‘unoto by Marc Goldstein
VENCEREMOS!—Five of the six brown members of the Venceremos Central Committee hold a

shefgun, the “symbol of frecdoim for all opyressed peoples” against the background of the vrganization’s
flag. M.embors are (back, left to right) Katarina Davis Delvalle, Linda wopez, Juan Flores, Aaron
Manganiclio, and seated Guerro Rodygues. Missing are Bruce Franclin, Deana Man aniello Fred
Lonsdale, and one brown member ==/~ I _:,),B e

P 25 ? ‘g \ at:) 5 3T \ -// it -: ‘ﬂ'
Campus Venceremos,/Splits

By BILL EVERS (\\\

About half of the Stanford campus contingent
of Venceremos, a San Francisco Peninsula
revolutionary communist group, left the
organization this summer and re-emerged as an
all-white “intercommmunal” subgroup of the
Oakland Black Panther Party. . }

The division and sccession came after the
Venceremos central committee decided that the
activities and policies of the Oakland Panthers
(headed by Huev Newton, David Hilliard and
Bobby Seale) were “revisionist.”

Fhe_group which left Vencercmos is now called
the Intgﬁommunal Survival Committee~{I8G) of |
the Black Panther Party. i
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CONEIRNTIAL

In a decision which may have important
repereussions for events at Stanford this fall, the
newly-founed ISC has decided that ite amambers
will concenirzte on the sert of communily servies
programs and welfare rights advocacy that the
Ozldand Panthers have been engaped in since they

broke with Lldridge Cleaver, rather  than
otganizing around the disciplinary hearing of

stapanded Assoviate Professor of Bnglish H. Bruce
Franklin, who is a member of the cential
committee of Vencerrmeoes.

Franklin faces possible dismissal from his
position on the facully for his allesed participation
last seademie vear in the distuption of Henry
Cabot Lodge’s speech and in vanous activitics al
the Lime of eampus troubles over the Computation
Center. (Sce relaied story, page 1)

“Other Priorities”

Miriam Cherry, who works on campus in
association with the Roman Catholic Newman
Center in Pulo Alto, and who aflter she left
Venceremos, became a leading figure in the I1SC,
told The Daily:

“We have other. prioritics, We¢ don’t see
spending a lot of time fighting—by leafleting, in
railies, going to Bruce’s class—to fight for a white
male intellectual’s job, when we know therc are
people sitling on death row. We want to free those
people on death row now. That takes a lot of
work, arduous work, cvery day ...We have to
question Bruce’s contributions, in terms of the
revolution, by staying here at Stanfora.”

Thus, on campus, the split revolves around the
leadership and practical guidance of two important
Stanford revolutionaries: Franklin and Cherry. In
addition, the sphit reflects some of the
organizational difficuities inhevent in a project
which both thase who still remzin in Venceremos
and those who have left share as a goal. This
project is the creation -of a multi-racial,
revolutionary political organization, which as a
matter of principle for them is to be headed by
non-whites.

“Racist Sissics”

At the time of the split, the brown members of
the Venceremos central committee denounced
those who had left the organization as “racist
Sleps W A e A4

Giged
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i S R A i e ot PN
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CONFIDR

in o JCthe multi-national ¢ Third  Werld
contralicd— dermocratie-ce st orgaization iy

bis geopraphicnd area is ohjeclively @ racish and on
ophassOf” (1'his was said Lelore {iswe who o0
had  affiliated  formally  with  the  Oarling
Pantheis.)

by e}

T Venceremos also said thet those who feft had,

after voluntarily pledging “to be dutv-bound by
the Third World leadethisip and Third Woerld
comrades of Venceremos,” gone against the Thrd
World moembership, which unanimously agreed
with the eritigue of the Oaklind Fanthicrs. On the
other hand, the ISC group considered thal its
Third Wosi¢ command came from the vanguard
Black Panther Parly.

The second point made by rhe brown members
of the Venceremos cenirzl committee was that
those who left Venecremos are “sissies” because
they Delivve (as the Oaklond Black Panthers do)
that in the present situation, ™ political and
“military”’ (i.c., terrorist) cadre should be separate
from one another and beeause they have chosen to
be political cadre, working in community service
programs. Veneeremos belicvesthat the “absolutely
correet strategy for revolutionary arvined struggic
in the U.S5." is “protracted wac based on urban
guerrilla warfare.”

Panthers Criticized

The Vencereinos positjen paper critiquing the
Oakland Panthers states: “George Jackson {vwho
befare Lis death was & meivber of the Cakland
faction of the Punthers] stresses the neea for a
tofal sepuretion between politicel work, which
consists of serve-the-peaple programs in no way
relaled to guns, and military work, which is
undertaken spontanecously by the masses who
form decentralized guerrilia units.

“Any connection between the political and
military aspects would merely give the pigs an
‘excuse o attack our political projecis.’ This line
represents & complete cop-out by the party in its
main responsibility in military affairs to provide
concrete political leadership.”

In contrast, members of the ISC sce as their
most important political task setting up voluntary
welfare programs, especially in the arcas of health
services  (sickle-cell  anemia  tests, t{raining
technicians {from out of the pour population),
prisoners’ support (busing friends and relatives to
visit those n jail, writing to prisoners), repair
services (fre  repair of byoken plumbing,
automobiles, and electrical systems), and
youth-criented services (for example, their Marie
Hill child care program in Sunnyvale, named after
a mentally-unbalanced young black woman
senfenced to death-——but not yet executed—in
North Carolina in 1968 for the murder of a white
grocer).

ISC members say they believe in self-defense,

which for them means defending ‘‘survival
prograiis,” like these community  secrvice
programs. But they do not approve of
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An article on Page 6 of the Stanford Daily of
December 2, 1971, reflects that the Reverend JOSEPH
HARDEGREE "a self-acknowledged Mars¥st-Christian minister", who
was fired from his Stanford position, was a former member of
Venceremos who left the VO during the Summer of 1971.
In an interview HARDEGREE characterized the VO as still
"an effective revolutionary group" adding "I think they
want to define too narrowly what revolutionaries meant
while the Black Panther Party was broadening into other
issues other than 'off the pig' that met the broadening
line of demarkation 'either you were against the Panthers
or out of Venceremos.' I got out of Venceremos." 'u )

The following article appeared in the Stanford
Daily of February 10, 1972, Page 2:,“ \
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rn:’.;wn‘:u to 1he Lo ardeies by
Gary Atkins on ihe
Intercommunal Survival
Comnutter to Combial Iaseism
ang lheir relalion to Venceremos
in the Dmy m I vmu\uy 2

in

and 3.}

Although I’y not 8 member of
Veneeremos, T feel iU necessary {o
teply lo some of the accusations
and mmnuendos ghoul Venceiemos
made by Midam  Cherry and
Sharon Winslow of the
Intercom munal Burvival
Cummittee to Combat Fascism in
the Daily articles on ISCCF by
GDT} I‘Lulllh

’ve been studying the theory
and practice and  talking with
members of holth organizations
for guite 2 while now and have
come to realize that the main
contradiction bketween the two is
that ISCCH and the Black Panther
Party are revisionist, whereas
Venceremos is revolittionary.

Miriam Chierry clsims, in the
first  article,  that  “We saw
one-sided thinking in Venceremos,
a one-sided view that revolution is
based just on picking up the
gun—or falking about picking up
the gun.” Venceremos made many
wmistakes last year, such as failure
to work within a united front and
abandoning the student
movement, but they have never
seen revolution or serving  the
people only in tenns of “picking
up the gun.”

I myself work at the Sojourner
Truth child care center in Pulo
Alto, which is run by a united
front of Venceremos members
and other community people who
find a need to serve poor and
working people. Venceremos runs
and serves in other child care
centers and food co-ops in the
Bay Area, particularly in the
People’s Medical Center in East
Redwood City.

Venceremos is  constanily
trying Lo create new programs to
serve the people. It is ISCCF that
is one-sided beecause it only sees
one sxdc of the dialectic, serve Lhe
penster VN Wledd  socs
[ Y ,.j e
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eriiivize, Sy i vaTious woys
to say thoere nyoprams are
wrong wititout fuvestigating {or
themselves  or being themselves )
involved. And we get it from hoth CON ,‘ ENT’A[_
sides,  bBoth  yeactionaries  and ! :
so-called revolutionsries who call !
you ‘racist sissy’ as you walk by.” i
First of all, Yenceremos doesn’t }
criticize thye ‘s;mm:l nrograas per
se. What they criticize is the fact :
that those programs are more and
moreheing co-opled into and by
the  cstablishnent, e, by
capitaiisni. As for the ‘racist sissy’
part, Venceremos labeled the
(while) members who split with
thal term because they blindly -
followed the leadership of Huey
P. Newton without seeing the
practice thal came oul of his
leadership, and because they
would accept no criticismn  and
refused to struggic over the issue
la find unity
The cauwe of the split was not
et Y miatter of taeties”” The.
split  occurred  because  those:
members mentioned above whos
split refused to recognize the fact
that the Klack Panther Party was
becoming - totally revisionist, that
it had given up the idea of even

thinking  about{ taclics for a
revolution. X
‘The transformation to

revisionism is casily traceable in
Huey P. Newton’s speeches: of
May 29, 1871, “What we are
intercsted in is for il (the system)
to correct itself as much as it can
do and after that if it doesn’t do
evervthing thal the peaple think is
necessary then we’ll think about
wneorsanizing things. November 29,
1971, “We don’t have to go
through  a  socialist  phase.”
January 29, 1972, “We're going Lo
put down our guns and work
within the system.”
Direct Contradiction
This  tactic is in
contradiction to “‘the idea,
according Lo the Panthers ... to 1
bring people to a “revolutionary—
consciousness™ by serving ihem
and having them purthlpait’ in
cominunity programs.’ :
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tstory shows that no diag
class Nas ever given up ity power
poacefully. Vo “put down our
guns’ means that the Panther and
ISCCF  programs are open to
attack by the police, who remain
convinced that the Panthem are
out {o destroy them. :

To “work within the svstem™
with firin belief that real change is
possibie by that roule, is to admit
thal revolution in the U.S. is
impossible  because,  as Felix
Greene, who has  studied
American political socio-cconomic
systems for years, pulsit, . . .the
fake democracy of capitalism can
never by its very nature bring
ahbutit {he Tundamental changes
that are needed now, for what is
called democracy is merely the
way in which greed and
exploitation have been
insiffutionalizod; it is, in other
words, designed  precicely  to
preveni fundamental  change.”
{The Fnemy,p. 311)

Within The System

The above should not be taken
to mean that Venceremos is
totally against working within the
system. I have  witnessed
Venceremos work  with  city
councils, student referendums, the
ASSU Senate, and as teachers at
Stanford and elsewhere.

Venccremos  sees  working
within the system as part of an
overall strateyy to effect political
change, whereas ISCCE believes in
only working within the system.
Venceremos  understands  that
fundamental change will only
come when the capitalist ruling
class is no longerin power.

If a revolutionary organization
does not stick to-  its
Marxist-leninist ideology, it will
be co-opted Ly capitalism, as the
Communist Party in the U.8. has
been and the Black Panther Party
and ISCCF are being. If the
members of an organization don’t
“sit back and read ... Marx and
Lenin” (Sharon Winslow) at leasl
daily, they will fall to revisionist
tactics of “workine within  the
{3 Gl - 4 byl Ao ,"A ] ." . [ ,3.
TR TR P ST § LT
theory, dovs theory detennime
practice. R

CONQQENT:AL |

.So_it should be clear that the
principal  antayGniSm”  between
"Venceremos and ISCCF and the
Black Panther Party is not over a
question of survival programs.
Both organizations have those, 1t

_is rather a question of the tactic

of the latter organization of
working only within the system
for minor reforms, and
Venceremos’ tactie of
fundamental change, “complete
satisfaction” (in tha wonvas ar |
L R T ;
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(Rick Cumings i« g:j_v;(

.
JENTIAD




¢

SF 100-68932 LUH\*'KM
BW:dew ON LN”AL

At g meeting in late

b2
b7C

b7D .




4

FD-323 {(Rev. 11-29-61)

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

a1

3 - .
SPICE~ -~ %

UN;"E?.} STATLS DEPARTMENT
PEZDERAL BUREAT OF INVESTIGATION

1

San Fraricisco, California

June 28, 1972 CON EN-”AL

Title VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - VENCEREMOS
ORGANIZATION

Ref
ererence Report of SA|

dated and captioned as above at
San Francisco.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished religble
information in the past.

Thi(s document contuins nelther recommenauaiions nor conclusions of the FBI, [t is the proberty
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it und 1ts contents are not to be distributed outside
your ageacy.

CONRENTIAL-123 -




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	1496188-0 - Preprocessed Release  Letter
	1496188-0 - Item 1
	1496188-0 - Item 2
	1496188-0 - Item 3
	1496188-0 - Item 4
	1496188-0 - Item 5
	1496188-0 - Item 6
	1496188-0 - Item 7
	1496188-0 - Item 8
	1496188-0 - Item 9
	1496188-0 - Item 10
	1496188-0 - Item 11
	1496188-0 - Item 12
	1496188-0 - Item 13
	1496188-0 - Item 14
	1496188-0 - Item 15
	1496188-0 - Item 16
	1496188-0 - Item 17
	1496188-0 - Item 18



