
 

  

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
May 21, 2021 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1496188-000 
Subject: The Venceremos Brigade 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
The enclosed 776 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 

previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).   Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 

 In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled.  Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your 
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive, 
Winchester, VA  22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 

Number in your correspondence.   
 

 Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed.  Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive, 
Winchester, VA  22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997..  Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) 
days of the date of this notification, your request will be closed. 

 

 One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA).  Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.   

 
If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 

 
National Archives and Records Administration  
Special Access and FOIA 
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
 

  Reference file number 100-HQ-462905 in your correspondence.  
 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA.  You may file a request with NARA using the address above.   

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed.  Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession.  Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10.   

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed.  Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request.  Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)  according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10.   

 

 Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release.   

 
Please be advised that “unusual circumstances” apply to the processing of your request.  See 5 

U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). “Unusual circumstances” include one or more of the following scenarios:  
 

There is a need to search for and collect records from field offices and/or other offices that are 
separate from the FBI Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS). 

 
There is a need to search for, collect, and examine a voluminous amount of separate and distinct 
records. 

 
There is a need for consultation with another agency or two or more DOJ components. 

 
These “unusual circumstances” will delay our ability to make a determination on your request within 

20 days (excluding weekend and legal public holidays).  Additionally, the payment of pertinent fees may 
apply to your request.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4)(A)(viii).  

 
The application of “unusual circumstances” is not a determination of how the FBI will respond to 
your substantive request, this letter provides notice that these “unusual circumstances” apply to 
processing and delay the determination of your request.  See 5 U.S.C. §§ 552 (a)(6)(A)(viii); 
(a)(6)(B). 
 
 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 

your request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” 

includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals.  “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also 

enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 
 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal."  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal


 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading 
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned 
to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
             

 
Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov




 

FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 

FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 

any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 

nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 

which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this 

dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name 

check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic 
threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private Citizens 
cannot request a name check.  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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x. vo AND THE VIETNAM WAR 

Since its inception in early 1971 one of the 
primary activities of the VO has been bringing the war 
in Vietnam home to the people of the United States. 
Venceremos in its published statements has been vociferously 
against the United States' presence in Southeast Asia 
and has constantly in its writings and demonstrations 
attempted to relate war-related costs with poverty, inflation, 
and imperialist domination of the working class in the 
United ) 

Venceremos has directed its anti-war efforts 
particularly against war-related research at Stanford 
University and against war-related industry in Palo Alto, 
particularly at Stanford Industrial Park. Since the reinstituting 
of the bombing of North Vietnam, and particularly since 
the mining of Haiphong and other North Vietnamese ports, 
Venceremos has escalated its anti-war efforts and has called 
for their participation in almost weekly demonstrations on 
the ) 
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The P was founded in 1962 by individuals 
expelled from the Communist Party, USA, 
for following the Chinese communist line. 
Its objective is the establishment of a 
mili tant working-class movement based on .­
Marxism-Leninism and MAO Tse-tung thought~ tA. 

e presen 
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The following article appeared on Page 17 of the 
Redwood City, California, Times, May 3, 1972: ( 4 ) 
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lIyKEN HOWE 

"1---0 the r dcmands-w/;l.~!o:'_rt 
county _enr}onr,m~nt of th~ 
~('v~n-V~ll1t pc ... .:." r,rujJosCl! of i ti,le l'Nvbional .R:~ volutiGnary 

I (,UVCrlllnrnt (Vle\ (:ODg), 
i Citairm'"!rl lJ':l)' s<lid the bonrd S;!'l !'J.;i~O Cl·unty',g '~' .i:4[d 

of SI~p('rvisor3 l,J~t \vcpj. lis­
tened to, It;'_'iI refused 11) con­
sidrr ;l c1ion on, nnti-\','fr de­
Jl1.~n;j,; f'rc~-c),lcd by thr.- J evc.:· 
lJ}nnn~lt·v \ :t' l1~I· 'i0r.'''''i ' ~ nrl~::;ji .. 
~ , ~. t ~ f);i. 

\"c;S Ilot "Jul!y acquainted" 
with thc Pro\'i~jonal Revolu· 
tionary Go';ermli!'ilt nfoiYJ;;;'1. 
Supervi~l)r .1 "all F:1s,ler nsl:rd 
Jvf j,Iii' ~ ' J"" ~:vt-j;i!~ oi ,ne (J&~U .. 
rnen{, inr i~i:J~J:\r L~~1IfJ:h.:tlUH. 

Vr~;-: ~",: ~· · ·i~·. rJ) ~'J...,') 1< ' ,!'(~r.ji\!(IJ 

i);:y ~_i!d SUilc'!"",::;or j{(,t;"rt ~t, I that the CO',:My attempt to hJlt 
CJ ... dr L!)~n !ltarc'd t~1flt. rL:~-r-· lJ .i t;orr"l.Jnj·c of :'~ llllz;;.::d 
t.OJl u's Jong-standmg polky I militl:1l-Y contract ;:t Ampew 
hus bCC:1 one of non-jolter- C()rporatlon itl RCth'ood Cif~' ,; 
fel ('ncl~ ill m(ional (lnd inti-r- 'I he r('\'('!nt:nrmry group con-! 
n<lti"lH:l alfair tth said tl1e (Ponds that Ampe>:, which itj 
pollr _.\" \':0' \ - a.nd, lind it did, ralls "Rc'dwood City's major 

'Iho - ,,'Pillsbury and Jane defense contractor," is build-
FrtJ ,in, hoth Vell('cremos in g and s e r vie i n gin· 
memb(T:;, argued that U,S, strumcntntion Iccorrlcrs used 
miJil::r)' ,nvo!\,cment in 11'- by the Air Force to protect 
ducln;;;l ('i rr.ctly affects 5an TI -!i2 bomlwlr. from North Viet-
M3lt:O Countv, namese counte~-·nttat:ks while 
_ In an c.\ch;\l1;.',e \,,',111 Piasl :I.1-,_ . .()r.~)ombing rlln~, 
!-y, Chairman DJ~' cuocrGtd Arr.pex officials declined to 

I fjl~t, "1:(''). it ~tl:~ wa~'~ aif,xl3 cumment 0,1 the Venceremos 
I the COl,my ot S"n r-JdC.O ••• st:J.temcnt. 
, 'ont only in 0.5 fi'lr as tllose Chairman Day said "taking 
1 (~cr\'icemc;n) who r.crvc lite on Ampex," regarding a feel· 
: gowrnmcnt of the United ('ral contract, is not (~ duty of 

States ," the Board of SuperW3W'~:'--
As one cf :;evcral clemol;u:;--" 

frOlI! Vence;-ewC's, Pillsbury 
asked the c.upcrvison; 10 "in­
\' c~li~ate tr,c wher(':..~,O\.:ts" (,r I 
all U.S, servicemen from San! 
MatC'o COHnt\,. \0 make Sllre 
thcy are not 'he:n;: :-.h;p);!d to 
Indochir.a \l:hllC r::c" 1 T .S. fld .. 
rnillistraticm stat?~ that troops 
t::r ... r-iJd,'Tg"wiU\drawl}, --_ •• 
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XI. FACTIONALISM 

The Stanford Daily of July 13, 1971, on Page 1, 
contained an article "Panther Split Precipitates Division 
in Venceremos." This article reflects that the group of 
Venceremos members under the leadership of MIRIAM'CHERRY 
had split away from VO because they favored the bread and 
butter issues espoused by the Black Panther O&(land Faction 

, while BRUCE FRANKLIN and the main Venceremos group favored 
~ the New York Algiers Faction of the Black Panther Party 
~ and prefers to organize around the issues of the Indo-China­

War and the "United Front Against Facism and Imperialism." \\~) 

b 2 

b7C 

b 7D 

~r--C -J~ t,L 
The following article appeared in the Stanford ~ 

Daily of September 27, 1971, Page 4:( (A J 
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-daily I)I1Oto by M arc Goldstein .I 
VENCEREMOS!-Five of t:he six brown mcmb('l's of the Vcncer<'mos Centra! Committt·" hold a ' 

f.hotg~[n, the "syn~b01 of [((:<.: (l 'JIll fO t all (Jpl)r{'!'~;l'rl peoples" a r!;dnst the l.J::ckground of the Vl'ganization'Sj I 
flag, Mcm\wts lHl" {u:lck, left to ri glJt.L,Eal.arina Davis Del\';lile, Llnda Lopez, .Juan Flor('s, Aaron 
Manganiello, and ::;eall'd GUC'rfO Ro'::y 'I W-'?' :"'iir.sing are Bruce Frau,'lin, 'Dea,'lCl:,,~r.:!!tng~.!!Js~~o, Fred 
Lonsdale, and one brown membei":'--7'~:-- ! ' / ,,/'" I 

. '\ ! IS 11 ~ 
Canl1nlU§ Ve!1l.(!(ere~nos/ · · pilt~ ..... 1 r .... """ ~ 

By BILL EVERS 

About half of till' Stanford campus cont.ingent 
of Venceremo$, a San Francisco Peninsula 
revolutionary communist group, left the 
organization' this summer and H'·emerged as an 
a11·white "intercommunal" subgroup of the 
Oakland Black Panther Party. 

The di \'ision and sce('ssion came after ' the 
Vellceremos central committee decided that the 
activities and policies of the Oakland Panthers 
(headed by Huey Newton, David Hilliard and 
Bobby Scalp) were "revisionist." 

.!J:he_group whieh left y£?l1ccrcmo~ is now,called 
the InLerChmmunal Survival Commlt~!SC.) of 
the Black Panther Party. 

'"" I ' .... -.. ... 
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In a deci~ion which may have important 
rppcrl'IJssioJls for evp:-,(.s ::l Stanford lhi> [all, the 
n(>wIY ·)OU-,l'·d rsc hilS decided t.hat. itc . P.·,t;-1l1h!~rs 
will (unCi,iJl.i';j((· t;n the ;,(:rt or community M'rvil" .' 
programs :mel wclfa re riehts "dvoc;)(,y that lhe 
Oaklantl Panthl'rs lwve been en~dg"d in since t.lH'Y 
urn},!' wi th Utlrid[;p Cbt·;,'. ;·, r::thcr th,;!1 
o:~;;mizing arollnd the disciplinary he:tring (If 
~ 1! : ;pC' n(kd /, sc,o. · i~tE' Professor 01 Enf.;lish H. Bruce 
Frank!in, who is a member of the c(,lltW! 
committ<.:C' of VCllCCl'f'mcs. 

Franklin faces possible dismb;;al from his 
po,iLioll 011 the facully for his all('!,:(,d participation 
l~; , l ;'chrll'mi(' \'0[\t in the disruplion of !1pnry 
Cabot LOLgC'S spcf'('h and in nmnw> actl'tili,.~ ;,~ 
ill!' time r)f e::lJ)ru~ 1 r(JublPs 0\'(';' tlle C·)rnpl;tathm 
("-enter. (See rcli.J [..:d story, PilE:- L) 

"Other f'rioriti('s" 

Miriam Cherry, who wor!:r, on campus in 
I'.ssociatioll with tile Rom<:1l CdlIolic Newm:m 
CAontrr in Palo Alto, and who :Jeter she left. 
V(,!1ceremos, became a leading figure in the ISC, 
told The Daily: 

"We hal'i! other. priorities, We don't see 
spending a lot of timp fighting-by Il'aflc!ing, in 
rallies, going to Bruce's class- to fight for a white 
male intl'llrdual's job, when WE' know there are 
people sitting (ll) dcath row . We want to fr(lc those 
people on d(';;th row now. That Lakt's a lot of 
work, arduoll~ work, CVl!ry day ... We hare to 
quest.ion Brucf"s contributions, in tt·rms of t.hc 
revolution, by slilying herr at Stanford." 

Thus, on campu~ , th~ split rc\'olws ilfound the 
leader~hip and pmct kal guidance of two important 
Stanford rel'olutionaries: Franklin and Cherry. In 
addition, the splIt reflect!. S0me of the 
organizational difficulties inherent in a project 
which both those who still rrmain in Vencrremos 
and those who have It>H share as a goa\. This 
project is the cr('ation . of a multi-racial, 
revolutionary political organization, which as a 
matter of principJr for them is to be headed by 
nOIi·whites. 

"Racist Sis.sics" 
At t.he time of thf' split, the hrown m~mb('rs of 

the Venc('TE'I1los central committ('e denounced 
those who had left the orglllJizdlion as "racist 

. ~ - " 
',' 
J.,: .. : .. ,\ ~ ::' ;' !:.;;.: q~. 
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in • : ih~ ·MUlti.nationa.rl Th ird \\'urld 
{:ont rolll: ri- (i ('Tllocratic·/:I: I'i l. org::/! ; I.;A;,,;I j'l 
}:ls :~('()} ~rupJi ica J C\nl~ i ~ ('h .i ~ ·('lit.'(·l y v. n l i.-L; t <Ji : r.~ ~l ll 
0PP{\ '::,;;(jf:' (l 'his W(lS said IJPh»'L' U·" .. . " viiiv ;._i. 
11;;(; affiliated furnl1itly witi] t! ; p O.H: !;,Il ;i · 
P(!l1~h c,s .) 

VrncPl'<,'fnOS also said th •. t U !()~C ,, ;,0 leE h:'d , 
after \'o!unL:nily pledging "to b(' uul y-bound by 
the Third World le,.dl,rltsip ;lnd Tl::rri WcrId 
comrades of "(~n(;eremos," l!OIW l1gainsi. the 'f')nrd 
World mc :'(:bul'ship, which un;tnimously a~reed 
with thl; cl' itiq ue of the O(l\;l;,))d !';.nl tiNS. On the 
other Ilar,d, UI(' lSC gr<>up rl)n s id (.' T(~d thC)~ its 
Third \YO I i{; conunalld <;,;Jnr from the vltnguard 
Black Panthrr Pariy. . 

The s(>('ond point macir by the hrown mcmhN5 
of the V!'!lcert?l11os cen{wl committ~e was that 
I.hose who Idt Venl'Cfl'I1l(lS nrc "sissies" hcc.lllse 
tlwy uc)iu','(' (a<; thl' OaU:'!~ 1l Black PilnLhcr~ do) 
Llwt in lhe present si(~lat ion, - political hnd 
"military" (i.e ., terrorist) ('"drp should be separate 
from Oil,' uilOLhd ;;nd bC~:HI~C (hrY have ChO, (>l1 to 
be P()!i l: i<' a I cadre, working in coinnlllllit.y ~j t"rvicp 
progr:lln s. V('I]('c'rf'mos bel iew·s i.l':li t:lr ",lbollltely 
correct s(r;,tegy for re,-:,llltioIJ<1r), (!r!l)~d ~, L rU!!gjc 

in thc U.S." is' "protractccl ,,:<r bil~(>U on urban 
guerrilla warfare." 

i'anthers Cri ticin'(] 

'j'be \·e;j(:('lCJnOS jJlh:ti c·:; p2;)Cr critiquin~,~ 1hr 
Oal:lanJ I';,nthers states : "Uf'orge .}acJ.;~Ol; I \':ho 
bc frlrc ); j~ c:(',lth \'! .1S ;'1 11 ~ ( · j "\)H (,f the (':;thhnd 
fadion of th" Panther; I stre!;s('s tlw /H'('(' fm a 
tOial !;l' p; :; ·~ tjon b,·t\\,(·(·n politic,!i work, which 
consi:;ts of sI'Tve ·th,,-pt'o!,le programs in no way 
related to guns, and milit.ary work, which is 
underta};'_'il spontaneously by the ma~s~s who 
form dec(·ntraliz('d guen'ilia units. 

"Any connection bd"\'('en thr political and 
military nsppcts would mc'rely giv~ the pigs an 
'cxcu,;e (0 aUacJ, our poliUeal projl'eis.' This line 
repres('"l, ;; complet.e cop·out. by the p:uty in its 
main rcsponsibility in mili(:-try affairs to provide 
COHCrE-tt' political IradPrs;lip." 

In ('ontrast, mC'mbcrs of the ISC see as thl'ir 
most important political task seLting up voluntary 
w('lfare programs, ('speciJJly in tht' ill'C3S of hc:tlth 
servicl'~ (sickle·cell anemia tests, trdining 
technicians from (lut of the pour popu!;J.lion), 
prisoners' support (busing friends and rl'JJtivE'S to 
visit those in jail, writin~ to prisoners), repair 
services (fr,' repair of broken plumbing, 
automobiles, and electrical systrllls), and 
youth-oriented sl'rvicC's (for examplc, their Marie 
Hill child care program in Sunnyralt" naml'd after 
a mrlltally-unoalanced youn~ black wornan 
sen1en<:l'd to dC'ath--but not yet executl-d-in 
North Carolina in 1968 for the murder of a white 
grocer). 

ISC rnembPrs say t.hey belie\'(' in st>lf-defC'nse, 
which for them means defending "survival 
programs," like these community service 
programs. But they do not approve of 

ll, d . .. ' ); .... ::. ' :: '1 r:: · .... qt'"hir', .... -~,.~. to 
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An article on Page 6 of the Stanford Daily of 

December 2, 1971, reflects that the Reverend JOSEPH 
HARDEGREE "8 self-acknowledged ~~istian minister", who 
was fired from his Stanford position, was a former member of 
Venceremos who left the VO during the Summer of 1971. 
In an interview HARDEGREE characterized the VO as still 
"an effective revolutionary group" adding "I think they 
want to define too narrowly what revolutionaries meant 
while the Black Panther Party was broadening into other 
issues other than 'off the pig' that met the broadening 
line of demarkation 'either you were against the Panthers 
or out of Venceremos.· I got out of Venceremos. II ( \..\ ) 

The following article appeared in the Stanford 
Daily of February 10, 1972, Page 2\ V\ ) 

\ 
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(,1 ilLl fOUt; \·;·t1 1i', i:·: i;:1 .:.-:,~ j ! •. it' 
!"I':;ppn::.p to 1 il': l","h) ~t:·~i(·;l·S hy 
Gary Atkins on Llll' 
I Jl t (' i' C () In OJ una I S!l T\' i \" dl 
COJllm;U(',~ to Comuat. Fa:,eism 
and their n');;lion (.0 VClIC('YClTi O<; 

in thr Daily of l'pl!ruary 2 and ;j.y 
* ;.1' * 

Althour:h I'm not :J llwmber of 
Vt'nc':rC'mos, I r .. ,·] it nCc'.·ssarv (0 
ft':)ly Lo !>OfllC of till:! ;!("~:\I',at;oJl<, 
lind innue/ldo~ ,dHlUl Vf:nCl~!t'mos 
made by Miriam Chnry anel 
Siluron Winslow of th,! 
Intf'rcom munal SurvivRI 
Committee to Combat Fa&dsm in 
the Dailv articles on ISeer' bv 
Gary AU:in!). ' 

1 've been st udyillg Uw till'ory 
and praclirf' and t.all':i i:?, "ith 
ll1eml)('rs of bo~h orv,allilatioT1s 
for q1lite a whilv now vllt! h ~\Vl~ 
come to reJJi'l,c that the main 
cOiliriJdietion betwt'l'tl tltl' two i :; 
that ISCCF anrl ttl" RI?ck Pi!ntbpr 
I'arty eye revisionist, wbereas 
VC'llccl'rmos i; revol\l tiona ry. 

~,lir iam Ciil'lTY <;loinls. in Hl\' 
first I1rlidc. 't hal "\\' (' SG W 

one-sided thinking in VC'llrcremos, 
a oli(>-sidl·d \i (!w [.Jwt r('\'olutioll is 
based jll~. t on pick ing up t hI-' 
gun--or t<llking about piching up 
the gun." VI!Jlcer(,fIl0s maclc' m:my 
mistak<>s la<;!' yrar, such as failure 
to work wlthi;l it united front anC! 
~bandonillg the student 
moveJnpnt, bu t: tlJt~y haw 11l'V/'r 

se('n rc.-olutioJ\ or sprvinf! til(' 
people only in tenlls of "pickinb 
up the Jt.Ul1_" 

I mys('lf work at tl1(' Sojourner 
Truth child carC' crnwr in l',do 
Alto, which is n ln by a unitpd 
front of VCl1c\'l"C'mos nH'mbrrs 
and other community peop]r who 
find a med to ~N\'e poor and 
working people. VpncNcmos rllns 
and se)"\'('s in oth\'r child care 
ccnters and food co -ops in the 
Bay Area, particularly in lhe 
People's Medical Center in East 

I Redwood City, 
. Venceremo~ is constantly 

trying (.0 cn'aLe nl'W programs to 
serve the pt'oplC'_ It is ISCCF j !Jat 
is onr-sided b('l'ause it only s('('s 
one side of the dialectic, Sl'l'Ve tile 
p!.n: It ;,': 

l; '_ . 
f'l.d~)·\:, ~-. ··l) ,ill' ~' l ~' 

Opli01H~n,s ' 1'0 ~ ·i)d ft CitTP 
~.~ t. ll.:.,, ~. l j' 

(~,rii.it~ji'A! , \':h~~ : (\' in V.l'riOHs \'/;lYS 

to ~Iy tli .. , tlH:: I~ )1fi,~:ra rns at(: 

\ , . 

t~" 11;1':' ; i ;~: ,;." .. ~ 
..... t£.V,i'i;tyCd,L:

O 
"0;: 

wrong wit.nout inv\';> li!:~tillg for 
Olc)1lselvl.'s or t:;pill(! UWtnsel V(;S 
ill\'ol'.'E~d_ /\nd we get it from both 
sio<:s, both l\'actionaries and 
so-call('cl r<:'VI)llltion,:ries who call 
YOll 'raei!;!. si~s~" as you wnll( by _" 

.CON~ENTIAL 
Fint of all, V C'nccrell1os doesn't. 

critieizl' th: SlIt">'i\',;! progr<lms per 
SQ. Wliat tlt(·y tritieiZI' i~ til(> f:let 
that th(]~C! programs UP more and 
morl~ hping c •. l-opted int.o and by 
the cSlaI:Jisi;n,l'r:t, Le_ hy 
eapiL<lI:sTlI. k; f'or thp 'racist £.issy' 
part, Vel1ef'rl.' lllos labdpd the 
(white) Trl('!iIbers wlJo split with 
tlla(. term !wcause they blindly · 
followed tlw leadership' of Huey . 
p _ !~('\Vton w; thou l seei ng the 
pract ice thClt eam(' ou t of his 
lcader~hip, and Ii!'cause tlley 
would accert no rriticism tlnd 
refust'<i to s( ru;;~; c over the issue 
(0 find lIPil y 

'['I'll' Calt;e of Uw split wa~ !lot 
i'l-t ' I "~ n1,,! k r 0\ i'lI:'tks." The· 
split. OCeHff\: o bl'\:<lUSe those· 
men; ber~ illl'nli Olll'O Ilbow who' 
split rcfu~('d to rcco~nile lhe fa(,t 
that U1(' Hli1ck Pant.hel' Party was 
b(>('oming . totally revisionist, that 
it had given lip the idp.a of even 
thin l\il1~ llbout tadics for a 
revQlution. 

The ll"all!>f ormation to 
reY1SlOnism . is easily traceable in 
Huey P. Nr.'wton's speeches: of 
May 29, ] 971, "What WI' are 
interc:" ted in is for il (the system) 
to correct il:;('lf as much as it can 
do and after that if it doesn't do 
everything ih<ll the people think is 
necessary then w,,'l1 think about 
l\)orr:a nizill1{ things. Novrmbef 29, 
1971, "We don't have (0 go 
lltwugh a socialist phase." 
January 29, 1972, «Wc're going Lo 
put dowll our guns and work 
within thp s\',{rJn," 

Direct Contradict ion 
This tadic is in direct 

contradictiQIl to "the idea, 
according to the Panthen; . __ Lo 1 
bring prop!" to a "rcvolutionary-­
consciousl1f'~~" by senior, them 
and having them participate in 
community pro~rams_" . 

\ , . : · \C ' .. ;1. . d 
• t_ 

) ,'ji" 

: .• t ' ~ \ 

,i....., Lu.J~· '-.i. .... ft~ .tL;lI uL L\':·tUJUl.jli"~H·y 
or blllj,~ f('1:olutlonary 
,. 'j : ~. 
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'>, 

• ~st.COpy aVailabl~ 

• .. I 

another)" Pr'.tl,·- ;~} , _ ~\\'prL hl,)·\\r a~ ly 

oPPl:~ ·:.:.~ivl' ~ : oV (· rnH1{·r,L tt .. ~ , :' .... ;'~ .ri~I' 
}IJ~lo;'Y !-.h(",\'~ Pl\.i1 i l\) n~i; l l~ 

d ""s ha5 VI't \" giv(:f1 lip ik. )JOW\'!' 

p::at't'flllly . 'i'I! "put dOI;n oll r 
l{UrJ s" mrnns thitt thp Panther ,Illd 
ISCCF program:; arl' opell t.o 
atlid, by the poli(~e, who rennin 
convinced that th e Pi:lnthl"rs are 
out 10 df.:'stroy them. 

'1'0 "worl, wil hill ,hI' sy~.tc'm" 
wilh finn tJl'iipf l!lat. rea l (,:18ng(' is 
pos"ible by that. mute, is to :::dmiL 
th ai, rcvoJ u"jon ill lhe U.S. is 
im p()~;~i lJl \! b('<:aus(>. 35 Fplix 
GrC'('nc, \;ho has studied 
American pomieal socio·cconml)i~ 
sysf{'rJls for years, puts it, ". , .the 
fake drmo('I'acy of cap:t ,l lism e;ill 
never by ib very natl! r(' bring 
/lbut.t 1.iH' (,mdanwntal ch;mgl» 
thilt 31'(' l1e£'dcd now, for what is 
call ed dl'llJ(;cracy is merply Lhe 
way in which gl'e('d i!nd 
exploitatiun have bN'11 
in ~ ~ l !l:ti():l:~:;!. .' J; it i'., ;n oth(!' 
worrh , ctl's ign('d prrcio.l' ly {o 
pr«(lcnt fundam ental chan~\: " " 
('1'h(' Fncl1IY, p. :-111) 

Wi thin 'l'1lf' Sy~ tpm 

The ahm'(' should not be tcik£'n 
to mean that Vencrrt'lnos is 
totally agaim,t workiiJ!! within the 
syst.em, I have witnessed 
Vencl'rcmo:i work with city 
councils, 5tudlo!nt referendums, the 
ASSU Senate, and as iearlH'rs at 
Stanford and (:\sewhrrl' , 

VenecrCll1os sees working 
within the system as part of an 
o \'(:,ral I slrat('~~y 1.0 ef[e'ct political 
change, whpr('us ISCCF belicl'cs in 
only working within the system. 
Vcnccremos unden.tands that 
fundamental change will only 
come whl'n the capitalist ntling 
class is no longerin po\\'('r. 

If a r(,I'olutionary organi za tion 
does not stick to' its 
Mnrxisl·Lmili ist ideology, it will 
be co-opll'cJ ur capit.a1ism. as the 
Communist Party in the U.~. has 
been and til(' Black Panther Party 
and ISCCF are being, If the 
members (If an organization don't 
"sit back and read. " Marx and 
Lenin" (Sllnron Winslow) at least 
daily, th!'y will fall to revisionist 
t~('fl(', ('If '\\'(>r~:in'! v:ithi:, tbe 

" , , . • • ~: . .,.',' 1 I!, 

~~t': ... ,' .1 Ii 

th(lory) d'_) "~ 

l-.rd l'tlen. 

;1 . , \ :i ' \: ': . " 

them:; Ct'~(,-I;:i!l(' 
' ...... ,~ ... ; O""--._M-

.~ ._ .. •. ~ 
" ' 

So it should tw c1 ('ar that th(' 
principal allta~(jlitsm bctw('1' 1I 
Venceremos and ISCCF and the 
Black, Pant.her Party is not OH' !' a 
question of survival programs. 
~oth organizations have those. It 

. IS rather a quest.ioll of the tadic 
of the latter organization of 
working only within the system 
for minor reforms, and 
V(>nccr(>mos' tactic of 
fundamental change, "complete 
satisfa('tin'1" (it] th ... ',: ~~,4, "r :, . 
1."f" ~ ' . , •• :, . t"' ., ~ if, ~ ~: \ _: ' ~ .. 
~ \ I I .\· IIH· · l i '~ .'" p • . , ~ . : i ':. 

(ltic!; Cumings i,·!. :r.'r.':;!:;;-:iJ/.) 
.r~1-· ~. 

------ . ~ ... - -~-- . 
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PD - 32·3 (Rev. 11-29-61) 

In Reply, P~e Refer to 

FileNo. 

:.FEDBllAL DUIlEAU Oi' INVESTIGATION 

San 

Title VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - VENCEREMOS 

Reference 
ORGAN! ZATION (L1 / 
Report of SA .... I ,:,"",:,"""_~_---;~_--::-----II ~ 7 C 
dated and captioned as above at 
San Francisco. 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

Thi~ dl')cum~nt ~ontClins ,neither recommenQ?tlOnt:li nor conclusions of tho FBI. It.l.8 thB- Pro~6lty 
of tne PBI and ;" loanea to your agency; it and lts contents are not to be dis~.lt,uted outside 
your agency. 
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