U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
March 27, 2024

MR. JOHN R. GREENEWALD JR.
SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1352986-000
Subject: RESTON, JAMES BARRETT

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
that are responsive to your request. The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United
States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which
indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of
Exemptions.
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22 pages were reviewed and 22 pages are being released.

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to
you at no charge.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals.
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation
of Exemptions.

Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have questions
regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the FOIPA Request
number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request.
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If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request,
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail,
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison at
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park,
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief

Record/Information Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosures
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FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed

information.

Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

@)

(ii)

5U.S.C. §552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §8 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@

(ii)

(iii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any
individual’'s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a
B)™)(E), ())(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.8 § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.8 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do
not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative,
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices,
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.

a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of
an investigation

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every
person, subject, or entity.

Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment,
naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information ( A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ
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June 3, 1956 - ' . U"

b7E

Additiondlly, the Washington Field Office cdvised in
lorch, 1954, that it had been reporied that Georgi N.. Bolshakov,
Chief of the Washington Bureau of "Tass,” appeared to be more
tnterested in cultivating the acquaintanceship and friendship
of American correspondents and Government officials than in
dispatching news articles to Moscow. Reportedly, Bolshakov
openly stated that it was hkis ambition 1o be on friendly terms
with several individuals, including Reston. Allegedly, he was
"s¥riving to emulate these persons both in his manner and dfesslagy’

(100-183386~-653) . )

With reference to "Tass," the Washington Field Office
reported in April, 1S53, thet both the Washington and New York
Bureaus of "Tass' reporitedly considered. columns of Reston's
of "The New York Times' and those of Ferdinand Kuhn of the "Fashing
Post" 0s most reliably reflecting the administration policies of
Ffresident Zisenhower. Allegedly, "Tass!" regarded the reporits
of these two journclists on United States [foreign policy as coming
Srom sources very close to the inner sanctum of the White House;
and Tass News Agency would take the word of these two men over
that of any other Journalist .op group of journalists reporting
on the same policy%( 1\3‘0-183366-660 )

e ———————

™

sy

RE ALGAR EISS AND HARRY DEXTER WHIT,

It is to be noted that Reston's name appears in
Whittaker Chambers’ book, "Witness." (hembers notes that at the
! time of the Congressioncl inquiry concerning Alger Hiss, Reston
handed him (Chambers) a note in which ke asked if Chambers were
the @. Crosley who wrote a book of poems in 19G5. Chambers
stated he answered merely thet he was boran in 1801 and was four
years old in 1905. According to Chamders, Zeston laiter accused
him of refusing to answer his question. Chomders described




Doc ID: 6598863

Memorandum to Mr. Nicnols

Reston as G person who, when asked by John Foster Dulles his
opinton of Alger Hi8S as a possible candidate jor President
of the Carndgie Endownert, had stated Hiss would be a very
good choice. (" s8l'. page 647-648) It is to be noted
that Reston was znteruzewed in Jsanuary, 1949, by Agents of
the kew York Cffice to ascertain if he had ever received any
typewritten material from Hiss. Reston stoted that Hiss had
given him material jfor articles at verbal tnterviews, but he

denied ever having Meceived handwritten
correspondence jfrom Hi85. V]

. #ith reference to Haorry Dexier White, an article in
the Wouvember 13, 1953, edition of "The New York Times,' by

* Reston, is captioned 'All Lose in White Case - Brownell and

lwitness ond probably the most powersful figure on Capitol Hill.

Trumen and Eisenhower and Congress and the U. S. Discreédited.”
The article states, "There is some reason to believe thot, after
the testimony by Mr. Chombers and Miss Bentley against Kre White,
the ¥.,E.I. checked Mr. White's telephones and, for a +zme during
the war, even opened his mail.” (101~4053-129)

Following the Director’s testimony in the White
case, Reston wrote an article which appeared in '"The Kew York
Times" coptioned "Hoover Star at Hearing." The article states
thet the Director emerged jrom the hearings as the decisive

It describes the Director's testimony as "altogether, a
brillicnt and extraordinary performance. (94=3=-4-40-34)

b3
b7E
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols v
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By memorandum dated November 20, 1953,

Ur. Tolson that Reston had cclled and desired to discuss some problems
which had come up in his mind., He had been going back through the
material published on Elizabeth Bentley and the persons concerning
whom she had made accusations. Among the questions he raised were

why Gregory Silvermaster had not been brought into the Harry Dexter
White situation, and he inquired concerning Judith Coplon's being

kept in Government so she could be watched and the Director's testifying
in 1950 that the ithing to do in espionage cases is watch the spies,
Sind out who they are, and the like. You told Reston that we could
not help him, and the Director noted, "Properly handled. This fellow
has slanted all his articles against us and never made any effort to
get the facts. Now thathehasgoiten out on the limb he wants help.
Nothing doinge H,”

RE ROBERT OPPHNHETMERS

. On the ewvening of Jaenuary 28, 1954, Mrs. Oppenheimer received
g call from Reston, who was athempting to locate Dr, Oppenheimer. On
the evening of Jonuary 28, 1954, Corbin Allerdice of the Joint Congress-
ional Committee on Atomic Energy, advised the Washington Field Office
that AEC Chairman Lewis Strauss had been contacted by Reston and advised
that Reston had a full story of the "drastic action being taken against
Dr. Oppenheimer." Allegedly, Reston .wanted to clear his story with
Strauss prior to publication. Strauss reporiedly told Reston he could
neither confirm nor deny the story, but felt that publication of it
would be injurious to. all of the interested parties. (100-17828-712, 725

The Newark 0ffice reported that, acting upon the advise -of
his attorney, Oppenheimer telephoned Reston, who had been attempting
to contact him fer three days. Reportedly, Reston was working on
4 information he had received from a Source he considered reliable, which
i : information indicated that notices had been sent to Atomic Energy
1 " installations reflecting that Oppenheimer had been denied classified
information because of a pending review of his case. Oppenheimer
indicated to Reston that he did not feel it was appropriate io comment
on this information since public discussion of it would make it
difficult for everyone involved. ' Reston indicated he was at the
paoint of printing a story, but did not wish to do so until he had
discussed the matter with Oppenheimer. (100-17828-727)

F

The Newark Office reported that on April 8, 1954, Lloyd
Garrison, attorney for Oppenheimer, had conferred with Reston regarding
documents which had been furnished Reston. Garrison indicated that,
after careful thought and consuliaiion,. it vas their desire that Reston

‘ £ e, . -
) ‘”'ﬂ e e Py —
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Kémorandum to Mr. Nichols June 3, 1955.

M FERNEIS A

be most careful in the use of any material, since i inking of

the Board (probab;y Board reviewing Oppenheimer’'s casa) regarding
bublicity and press releases was not known to Garrison. If it

were necessary to publish some type ojf story before the Board’'s
attitude on publicity became known, Reston was requested not to use
Quotes from the documents supplied him since they would make it
apparent that the documents had been supplied. Garrison alse

believed that if direct quotations from the Government's charges

were circulated about the country with people and newspapers which
would not give Oppenheimer's answer the proper treatment, it would be
difificult to off set the exzplosive quoitations. Reston believed that
if it became necessary to publish a sitory, the itreatment which would
be given in the papers would be such as ito avoid the use of direct
guotations, On April 11, 1954, it was reporited that Oppenheimer had
stated the procedure regarding publicity had been established and ithat
the recommendation of Reston would .be. followed. It appeared on April 11,
1954, that the aduvice being given Oppenheimer regarding public relations
wes to present the entire materiecl. (100-17828-1058)

-

An anonymous postal cord dated April 13, 1954, received at
the Bureau, stateds 'Just a hunch~ but it seems to me significant
that the full text of Or Oppenheims life story should appear 8o
promptly in the New York Times and so well written. Could James
Reston have ghosted itP....Knowing the Times record for defending
Hiss and 'innocent people'! in general, I hope This angle will be

explored.,” (100-176828-1073)

RE YALTA FAPERS:

The Washington YStart for April 19, 1955, contains an article
~ captioned "Dulles Defends Release of Yalta Documents.” This reflects &
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles defended ithe release of the Yalta
Papers in a statement heé presented to g closed meeting of the Senate
Foreign Relations Commitiee and confirmed published rsports that Assista
Secretary of State For Public Affairs Carl ¥. McCardle had given the 'Ne
York Times” an advance oopy of the documents on March 15, a day béfore
they were handed out to the news medias. Dulles stated that when he was
]prdpariug forfBress conference, Reston telephoned MoCardle's Office and

left o message that he (Reston) had had a long talk with Senator George
“about the Yalta business.” The message continued that Restemn desired +
see¢ Secretary Dulles afier ithe press oonference on Tuesday, lMarch 15,

1955.

Dulles stated that he conferred with Reston follewing the pres.
conference, and Reston said Senator George wished to see the .Yalta record
made public by the State Department. Reston urged Dulles that it was of
the utmoat imporiance that the Papers be published as a whole."and not
in garbled form"; that unless the "New York Times™ did this, no one else
would, but this would be expensive and time-consuming. Reston told Dull:
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In July, 1953, the Washington Field 0ffioce., -
in conneation with the Internal Security - R end BR/%’S’W”""
Menken,that Menken's itinerary had been msde gvailadle ia
conneoction with Menken's visit to the United Siaies as @
participant in ihe Foreign Leader Program. His itinerary
ineluded visits with a number of individuals, including Besben.

By memorandum dated October 21, 1953, Mr. Sizee
edvised Mr. Belmont thet ¢ substaniial portion of ¢ letier from
Congressman Alvin O'Kinski to Syngman Rhkee was set out in an
article dy Reston in "The New York ITimes" of October 80, 1953.
0'Eonski's letter %o Rhee was o possible violation of the
Logan Act which forbids a private citizen from earrying on
correspondence. or intercourse with a foreign Governmeant or b3
officer thereef with the intent to influence ithe conduet of b7E
such Government in relation to any controversies with the .
United States; and Resion noted this fact in his aritels.

‘ By memerandum deted AugustiS, 1954, Mr. Roach aduvised
Mr. Belmont that an article by Reston had appeared in "The
New York Times” on August 15, 1954, concerning Iuri Rasiverev,
Soviet MVD efficial who had defected in Japam and whose defection

wag publicized on August 13, 1954. Mr. Roaeh neted that Reston

- | The er3veze
Jurther desoribed the ever present obataelks which erise;: when .
an intelligence agenoy is endeavering e eollect counterespionags
and espionage information on one side and on the eoter, endsavers
to use the informaiion colleeied for polidicsl and psyokelegieal
warfare projects.” Mr. Roach furiher noted that Resten was very
oriticel of the manner in which Rastvorov's defection wis announced
(100-408877-101)

On February 16, 1955, the Bureau advised (-2, Depsriment
of the Army, that ne investigation pertinent te their imguiry
concerning iwenty~feur individucls, including Reston, had deen
conducted by the FBI. This infermaiion was furnished (-2 in
respense to its request for the resulis of security-iype inveatiga-
tions of individuels Ested to eitend the Army WarjMME College
Notional Strategy Seminar. (68-60587-41836
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols June 3, 1955 ‘

By memorandum dated April 2, 1955, you advised Mr. Tolsq
that Tom Naughten of the Foreigh Operations Admintstration had |
called upon you to state that Governor Harold Stassen was giving |
thought to his new position with rejference to disarmement. 3
Stassen had csked Neughten ito talk to the Burecu with respeect
to Stassen's desire to be alerted on the background and atéitude
of principal columnists, newspapermen and cemmeniators. It
was noted that Stassen helisves "ke has James Resion of 'The
New York Times' pegged as being o MNew Dealer and one who is
not pro-Russian, but who would get great delight out of
embarrassing the administration.” 'You told Naughten that Stassen
was correct in this. ™ (62-102185-2) »

Reportedly, "The New York Times” for June 3, 1955
contains an article by Reston regarding aur‘getllanoe'a’of ’
Tugoslavian United Nations delegates. o »
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: Cadogun then asked to Do taken SArengh the
mhole sase agetn end in She precess of dis re-ezemtnedson
the inpressien was getned $hat Cadegen was $rying se
seke up Ate nind whether Reaton or Fusvelsdy mede the
beatter cendtdate. INe could not stcte whether he Shonght
the evidenee peinded more to unknewn gudfeet being s
State Department offtctal or & feurnglies, During dhe :
discusston 14 wae felt $hat Ceadeogan tended mere end more o
eonstider shnt Pasvelaky might be dAe man sldhengh he did
Red ssy e¢ I8 g0 msny werda. Cadegan recalled Pssvelary
was wery olese do Fessintue (Edward R, Jtedtinine, then
Onder Seeredary of State) and night well Aave talked to
Jtettinive asleng the lines of the tnformation fumished
on S5-18~44, He alse added that Posvolasky was very much
interssted In the Soviet-Polish atituation dut se were
many other peaple..

4t the elose of the interview Cadogan undertook
to examine his diary and %0 search his memory to sec
whether Re ceould add agnything to the above., He hes been
able to add nething to the above except for gmplificattion
of his relatienship with Pasvolaky. He deserides Pasvoleky
as an encyclopaedic little man, very much in Stettintus’
pocket and a very active and Aardeworking menbdber of the
delegation (prohably rofers to the Amsrican Delegation
t0 the Cumbarion Oaks Confrzrence). Fasvolsky attended one
dimner at the British Embassy where Cadogon wuae staying
dut on various sccagians he was at the sume luncheon table
at Dumdarton Jais with Cadogaen dut tAere always were others

. present, {(adogan staircs he nus$ have had a lot to de with

Pasvolaky on drefting coamiitees aad inter-Delegation
‘discussions. ' .

Your letter 4~22-58 requested Bursau authority
to interview James Heaton, chief of the waahington Bureaw
of "The Yew FYork Times” upon completion ef the interview
with Cgdogan in an agttempt %0 determine if Assten ia

. tdentiocl with the umnknown subjfeot., [The Bureau does net

agree that Keston shouid be interviemed st this time,
In sddition, 3t $8 not delieved that a retntervicw of
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‘apondod with Attornsy General in 1956 roglrding FBI investIvHZ
ition of Jimes office boy who was seen coning out of Czech <

t in espionage wation to identify umu;-'

: lImperial 3t." § Case closed 2/59 rticle "Editor and ’
W Pablisher,” 4/53, Reaton critlca Jim Hagerty. Emslosed letter
Y to Mr. Hagerty also sets forth information on Restonappropriate for

fjA nis use,
3
ACTION:
%é, ‘ If you approve, the enclused letter to Mr. Hagerty go
# | forth. ' '
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“lhnonndm Scatterday to Belmont
-Re: ARTEUR MEIER SCHLESINGER, JR.
. JAMES BARRETT RBS!‘OI

Pursuant to the Director®s request of Mareh 6, 1959, .
Bureau files have been reviewed with the purpose in mind of pro-
viding information to Mr, James Hagerty, The Press Secretary,
The White House, which may be of interest to him concerning the
above~-captioned 1ndividua1n.

: » & Harvard Univauity professor, wes inveati-
gated by the Bureau under the Eurocpean Recovery Program in 1948.
FEo one interviewed alleged that he is or was & communist or a
communiat sympathizer. He was dnoribed by most as a violently
enticommunist liberal. 1} rnst gave him an unqualified
recommendation. Omne ind. 1] ‘said he was a "liberal throughout
the Roosevelt ers and like soc many other liberals was pro-Soviet.”
This astatement, an laolatéd one, 1s the only information that we
heve indicating sny pro~Soviet feeling on the part of Schleainger,
Jr. Since World Wer II he has become increasingly aware of
communist tactics and strategy, including front organizations and
has actively written ageinst all sides of them. All persons
interviewed believed him to be entirely loyal to the United States.
He was described as a New Desl liberal; sxtremely lurnod‘ a leader
for fresdom of expraasion, anticommunist; and opposed to "investl-
gations and witchhunts."

Professor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr., also & Harvard
rofeasor, has belonged to many organizations declared subversive
the Attorney General. 3Some information in our files can be

definitely imputed to Schlesinger, Sr.; muach of 1t becauss
identifying data is lacking cannot be imputed to either Junior or
Senior Schlesinger. It is noted also that some information
received from other Government asgencies and information contained
in Senate Committes reports is incorrectly att¥ributed %o

" Schlesinger; Jr., for we have information in our files which shows
that the activities are definitely attriboted to Schlesinger, Sr.

said Schlesinger, S5r., is not a communist but that
38 in defending "civil rights" involved him 4in several

coxmmnist front groups,.

In July, 1948, W. Averell Harriman, Economic Gooper-tion
Adminiastration wanted Schleaingar, Jr., to assist him in Parils.
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Trformtbion was brought fo the Burssu’s sttentlion thel Sshlsslugey,
Jr., could not be sleered §s %Q oray sess amd 1t wes fndicaded
shout by 8 mix-up fn She idsnsisy

S, oame o the Buresy and $alked with Mr. Fishels in dedall,
einting oud his anticomsunist f@&iin§a a8 Indieated by his writings.
e dended sny affilistion with commmnist groups bub adaltted that

his fathsr bad bLalonged Iv and supporied varicws commundsd Srenks.

He admitied thet he bad in & spesch givern in Hosbon ﬁ@@ia§ »

AT, taken off o the House Commitbse on Unedmericen Sc%ivities

for thelr “aswerrenisd interfersies L8 cur demoersbie way of 1irs.®

Schlesinger,. ., has on more than ome ocossion
spiticized FBI use of {sforments, questlioned the FBRI's effisfemy.
stating bthet & great deal of communist ssplonsge went on in
Washingbon in the 19309 undsr the noss of ths PRI withoud being
aervapsd,. He inferrsd dhet polificel snd intellisctusl fresdons
gre Indimidaded by bthe PRI, Johlssingey, in 8 leiser deted
Heawah 15, 1950, from ihe Direcior, wes $old thet his sideck wes
menifestly snfaly snd pointed oul why.

Sehlsaingsr hEs on varlous pscagione danounsed she
Songe Un-Smarican fctivities Comnltten. He heas for msny ysars
besen sotive in the fmsyrisang oy Democrsbic Astiony wes & spessh
writer for Adiai Jtevenson during his caspalgn for e prssidsnay;
hag bead 8n axdent spessisy Yor oivil libertiss; has defended the
rights of somsmnisds ¢ Pollow thelr politlieal philoscphilss as
loog se they kesp within the rulss of $the law., On the other hand,
sar Files contelin meny refervesnves Indlesling Sehleaslngsvis
gntisommunist feelings snd show that he has been silusked f{nouwsretis
timsr by bhe communist pressz for his sitacks on commmanisbs in his
sarions writings. For example, Schlssinger sftendsd zn Indere
Axerican Confersnee for Democrscy and Liberty 1n Haveas, Oubs,
during May, 1950, as ore of ssvsral United Statss Jelegates. The
sonference sdopted & dsclaration repudiating communisn and
sriticized spesificelly csrisin communisds and atlscked Istis
Smerivan distatovebhips. The "Laily Worker™ seversly erisfelzed
Sehissinger for his book “The ¥ital Jegbsy.” This ook desll
with the fulture of she Hon-Uomwnisd Left mnd e storasiyy Por
divoreing itsell from commanist influsnos,

\
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November 3, I

‘the Directorts testimony as "brilliant and an extraordin

-Reston was asked by John Foster Dulles for his opinion of Alger

ARTHUR MEIER ' ESINGER, JR.

sorandua’ Sollt rday to Belmont
.7 JAMES BARRETT RESTON

— SU Ml
was in Clidebank, Scotland f
A sabsatisat.

o

‘ 9, and HAS been associated with the Weshington
Bureau of the "New York Times"™ sinee 194l. The Bureau has not
conducted any investigation concerning Reston, and our files
falled to show Eeston associated with the Communist Party or any
front groups.. ferences in Bureau flles indicate Reston well
kmown to many highly placed Govermnment officials and apparently
has contacts among Government agencies tg receive major news
releases prior to the official release. 1He has had numerous
contacts with Soviet and satellite emba officials kbnfn his
position as a diplomatic correspondent, ocording to articles
appearing in our files, Remton is anticommuniat and has been attacked
by such commnist publications as the "Worker," "Narodni Glasnik"
and "American Soviet Facts." .

In an article in November, 1953, in connsction with
the Harry Dexter White case, Reston wrote "There is some reason to
believe that the FBI checked Mr. Whitefs telephones and, for a
time duri tht;hr, even opened his mail." Following the Dirsctor's
testimony in the White case, Reston wrote an article describing

performance.” Reston contacted Assistant to the Directer Nichols

in November, 1953, to discuss problsms growing out of the White case.
Kichols told him we ocould not help, and the Director noted "Properly
handled. This fellow has slanted all his articles against us and
never made any effort to get the facts ==--,"

: Tasas News Agency reportedly considers columns by Reston
to reliably reflect the administrative policy of President
Eisenhower and feels that Reston's reports c from sources very
close to the inde sanctum of the White How e&

In Whittaker Chambperts book "Witnesa™ he states that

Hiss as a possible candidate for the presidency of Carnlege-t
Endowment, and Reston replied that Hiss would be a very good choice.
Reston was involved with Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Strasuss
in 1954 when he allegedly had the full story of nonclearance action
against Robert Oppenheimer by the Atomic Energy Commission. Reston
obtained a copy of the Yalta documents from Carl W. MeCardle of -
the State Department in March, 1955, prior to official release.




aghten of Forsign Operations dduinistraticn
stated in Spril, 4955, that Hereld 3Jtassen belisves hs hes
2 BEeston "pegged for being & ¥ew Dealsr and ove who 18 2% prew-
~ Ruesisag bub would gzﬁ graat delight sud of smbarvsssing ibhe
anisdtration.® stan in telephonis sonvsrsation with Robsrd
Norphy, State Depaviment, on Jurs 2, 195%, attempled o wverily
inforastion ressived by him of & shake-up of the Few Yok I
affios &8 & resall of syposure of survelllances on Yugoslavian
Bubsssy officials. :

§ Reston wrote a ledter $o former A%dorney Geperal
Brownsll fn Febrosey, 1955, in whieh he énclosed 2 sisnlement

of an offise bey of the Washington Buvesu of the “Hew Tork Times®
spadbing thet the office boy hed resson o balisve . the PEI wes
shesk o his 88 & resgdd of sesing him vome osul of the
Seschoslovakian Rebassy. According to Reston the offiss boy

wie ploking wp psessports for Tises persompsl.

Asgording o an arifele sppearing in the "Editor and
Publisher® of Mareh 15, 1958, the “Hew York Pimss® solumn “Randem
Fotes™ Haveh 10, 1958, is guosed in paFt ss follows: “The
. adndnlatradion preacsice of having | shoes shadew peporters fo
y detesy Shelr sources Ior dellcsts mews storiss sentimmes anabated

\hers (Weshingbon) . ® === "It has bocoms standard practise when the
pduadnistration g particulaply smmoped &t seelng one of 188 ssopeds

Snopring $o forse anderliings %o sign affidavits m&%% ey did
& leslk the story. In aome casse belephones sre tepped both i

Tehio snd without the Government =~ artisle cundained a {
,Z@g;s},& fyom Jamss 0. Ysgerty ss “Itis certalinly news &o e g I Just §

,ﬁa;mw believe % ~= thers iz nobthimg like thet down hers.” Jases B. !
“ Segbon, Times Buresu Chis? 48 guoted se saying, “Ith obvicus o mE |
1T m Hagerty knows very 11%8ls abouil shat hes been golmg on ¢
sroud here for the last fifteen years. If he 414 he wouldnit be i
fgurprised.’ The Demosrsts 414 4t and these fellows {(the &&&m&a&;&e&m};
i

sre doing 1%.%
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appropriate

.. The information in the enclosed legser to lﬁ-;
fh all information available

Some infermation consisti

tﬁl‘ 'dégﬂttdrdn $o ‘,B,ollont TN 1 Y ey
ARTHUR MEIXR SCHALESINGER. OR. =
JAMES BARRETT RESTON

Hagoerty
in our files suitadble for
: ; ng of rumer and unverified
has not been furnished as it would not appesr

for dissemination,
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