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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
February 21, 2020 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1459792-000 
Subject: Operation Paperclip 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
The enclosed 28 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 

previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 

 In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your 
request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence.   

 

 Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed.  Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail or fax to—Work Processing Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997.  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 

 

 One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.   

 
If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 

 
National Archives and Records Administration  
Special Access and FOIA 
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above.  Please reference 
file numbers 100-HQ-451248 and 105-HQ-8090 in your correspondence.   

 
 
 



 

 One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10.   

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request.  Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)  according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10.   

 

 Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release.   

 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 

your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” 

includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also enclosed 

is our Explanation of Exemptions. 
 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 

Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, 
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-
6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-
741-5769.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  
If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state 
“Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it 
may be easily identified. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 

FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 

any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 

nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 

which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this 

dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name 

check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic 
threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private Citizens 
cannot request a name check.  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com
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Honorable William H. Webster 
Director 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Judge Webster: \/ 

I have been conducting an inqu~ry into 1I0ee~i2p~a;5]5.~ 
, a program under which certain Nazi scientists and~hefr qependents, 
J right after World War II, entexed this country. This and r -e:1ated 
inqu~~i~s were addressed to your ~gency, among others, in~e-~. 

f-povernment. YouJ; agency fOJ;Warded substantial doCUme~ncrtf6~ lP 'j~' 
Iwhich has been most helpful to my 'inquiry. ~ ~ /-7: . 
t , ~crutinizing the assembled documents from. var~ou ' ~~s, I 
~?isco~~red that ' mention was made in a number of oth~ oc~e~~s 
~ s.Eppried by various Fe~e~a1 ?gencies of an "0per . ~1i>~o~I'u: ....... 
1@£W:O~.fl6. allegedly l.nvo1ved. your ?gency.. ,Please,· 2ie're:rore', . 

- ' ~orwa1:a~ me what you_ know _and can discover in the way of documen
I tat,i6n on "Qperation Dragonf1y!I . . -- It ' is my llnaerstc:lnding -that 

1
"Di~gbnf1YI involved the bri~ging in of various individuals from 
East~rn European countries to the U.S., bypassing traditional 
Cus~oms, immigration and related requiiements.' ~~b . 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

SEC T 
Washington. D.C. 20535 

~anuary 7, 1983 

T<2~ERATION \PERCL!P 
// / ' 

: .. ",) 

This document is classified ~t" in i::t.S t ..... 

In response to your request dated August 26, 1982, 
the central files of this Bureau reveal that Operation 
Paperclip concerns German and Austrian scientists, some of 
whom were alleged to have been Nazis, who were brought into 
the United States (U.S.) by U.S. Armed Forces after World War 
II for exploitation purposes relating to the national interest 
of the U.S. These scientists were brought to the U.S. without 
visas. In order for them to remain in the U.S., the 
Department of State (DOS), Department of Justice (DOJ), and 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) formulated a program referred 
to as "Paperclip Specialists," in which visas would .. J2e~ issued 
the scientists and specialists who were to remaj.~i~ the U. S. 
The JCS set up an agency known as the Joint I~f~:rt·~:9,~.nt::e 
Objectives Agency (JIOA), which agency was to'/ cor:kv~ate 
background information and be responsible fdr t~~bientists 
and specialists. By agreement between DOJ, 1:>es.;- a .. ~ .•. nd .. ! CS, I't 

. was decided that the JIOA would be responsible for t e 
secu~it~, custody, and control of these scienti~,~ .d 
specIalIsts. /'-J..ff l . 

At the outseV~1,9.qFBI was not ~ons~~e~"in;~:'~'~; '~'.'~"'~ 
in the arrangements regarding "Operation Paperclip~ ,>J'ii!Nel;PB~(33 
did not screen any of the scientists after they were brought ,,,:,,~1l 
into the U.S.; nor did the FBI ~urveil any of the s~te~t~~ts 
during the course of any stigation regarding them • 
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!ntel1 ---''f'~~ Recelved: 8-26-82 
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Operation Paperclip 

FBI files contain voluminous records regarding Operation 
Paperclip, one of which is composed of public source information, 
i.e., newspaper clippings. The majority of the material contained 
in these files was furnished to the FBI by third agencies, 
originating with JCS, the Department of Defense (DOD), Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), the u.s. Air Force (USAF), Department 
of Navy (DON), U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) (now known 
as the Department of Energy), and Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS). This classified material consists largely of 
biographical history statements, interviews, and interrogations 
of the German scientists conducted by U.S. agencies with postwar 
scientific and technical responsibilities. The FBI material 
consists primarily of internal administrative memoranda, which 
reveal the following information. 

On August 10, 1945, the FBI was advised by the Captured 
Personnel and Material Branch, Military Intelligence Service 
(MIS), Department of War (DOW), of a contemplated plan to bring 
an undetermined number of German scientists to the U.S. for 
exploitation by the U.S. Army, who would assume full 
responsibility for these scientists. The MIS advised that 
this matter was being brought to the attention of the FBI in 
order that the FBI would not interrogate these individuals or 
interpose any objection to their entrance into this country. 
MIS advised that it was determined advisable to have the 
scientists brought to the U.S. for exploitation rather than 
interrogate them in the theater. 

The FBI was advised by MIS that the scientists would 
have the status of DOW civilian employees, however, the 
scientists themselves would be aware that their status would 
be similar to that of a prisoner of war. MIS advised that 
these scientists would not be granted any freedom of action to 
circulate around the U.S., and that their corning to the U.S. 
could in no way be deemed valid in connection with any desires 
to obtain immigration visas or citizenship papers. The FBI 
was also advised that MIS anticipated no difficulties with the 
scientists as they were aware of the status they would have 
when they arrived in the U.S., and all of the scientists had 

- 2 -
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Operation Paperclip 

~nd~cated r willingness~to come to the U.S. for the purposes 
lndlcated._ I~'c'-<, 

On November 1, 1945, the FBI was advised by DON, 
Office of Naval Intelligence, that DON was maintaining at Long 
Island, New York, six German individuals with technical and 
scientific raCkgrOUnr for exploitation by DON for the benefit 
of the U. S. _ ." tj 

On November 19, 1945, DOJ provided the FBI with a 
JIOA list of German scientists and technicians recommended for 
service in the U.S., which consisted of 69 names. No action 
was taken by. regarding these German scientists and 
technic ia -£1)( I 

ommenc ing in Apr iI, 1946, the FBI was prov,ided by 
Department of Army (DOA) , reports showing German scientific 
and ind,ustr ial per sonnel detained in Germany .~ N., . on !elLS _ 
taken by the FBI in connection wi th these repor. Y II; It// /,5 

I· . .1 
In May, 1946, the FBI was advised that the JCS was 

organizing a unit known as the JIOA, which agency was working 
on a program to bring approximately 800 to 1,000 German ' 
scientists, not under Russian domination, to the U.S. 
According to JCS, the scientists along with their families, 
would be screened by military authorities abroad and then 
brought to the U.S. as quota resident immigrants under the 
sponsorship of military and governmental authorities. The FBI 
was advised that the scientists would be under contracts for 
approximately two years and upon termination of the contract, 
the scientists, in the opinion of JCS, would not return to 
Germany. The FBI was advised that this plan had not been 
approved as clearance had not been obtained from DOS~ ~( 

The JCS was advised by the FBI that if the plan was 
approved, the FBI would be interested in information as to the 
identity and background of each scientist, their families, as 
well as the name and location of their employment i1 the U.S. 

L-_ __----II? 
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On May 31, 1946, the DOJ furnished to the FBI for 
review classified documents prepared by JIOA regarding ten 
German and Austrian scientists who were in the U.S. for long 
term exploitation by the U.S; Government. These names were 
checked through FBI records with negative results with the 
exception of two, on whom DOJ was furnished information~ 
contained in FBI files by memorandum dated JI1:e 6 19:f. 1_ . __ /t) / .. ? 

As of November 18, 1946, the FBI ha furnls ed to 
DOJ on two occasions the results of record checks on 43 German 
l3ci~t~sts or spe~ialists, which n. ames were provided to DOJ by 
JCS ~ . I/O; 1,:2./;( 3) ;~ ~'I/",~:.f6 

In December, 1946, the FBI was queried by DOA 
officials at Long Island, New York, as to whether the FBI 
could take any action in the event a German scientist 
disappeared from military control. The DOA was advised that 
there appeared to be no jurisdiction under which the FBI could 
assist in these matters, and that the, Shopld leport such 
incidents to Immigration authorities. 31 

On January 24, 1947, the DOW inquired as to whether 
the FBI would consider making a technical installation at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, which installation would cover a group of German 
scientists who were performing work on guided missiles. The 
DOW was advised that the FBI could not pyrform this .~ervice. 

. L I~~ 
On February 17, 1947, the FBI furnished to DOJ the 

results of record checks on 124 German scientists or 
specialists submitted for review by DOJ on January 16, 1947, 
on whom FBI central files contained no identifiable 
information with the exception of 16 of the individuals. The 
data furnished regarding these 16 individuals contained 
information regarding their Nazi membership affiliation in 
Europe which information was provided this Bureau by other 
Federal agencies and did not relate to Operation Paperclip. 
DOJ was advised at this time that the FBI considered any 
person having connections with the Nazi Party a defi.L ... itP I.~c ... ) 
security threat to the internal security of the u.~~)-\u-)--------~._/ 
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Operation Paperclip 

There is attached one copy of House Rule (H.R.) 2763, 
80th Congress, 1st Session, House of Representatives, dated 
March 25, 1947, captioned "A Bill To Prohibit the Use by the 
United States of Nazi Scientists and other Nazi expertr" 
previously furnished the FBI which may be of interest.L..L ____ ..... I.~?r 

On May 8, 1947, Colonel H. H. Mole, Military 
Intelligence Division (MID), DOW, advised the FBI that the 
responsibility, including security problems, of the German 
scientists rested with DOA. Colonel Mole advised that the JCS 
was concerned with the security of the scientists and that JCS 
"hoped that arrangements could be made with the FBI for the 
maintenance of a spot surveillance on these individuals." No 
such request was ever formally presented to the FBI and a 
review of Operation Paperclip files does not reflect that the 
FBI conducted any surveillances.l Jib 

In September, 1947, the MID, DOW, furnished to the 
FBI a copy of a document prepared by the State-War-Navy 
Coordinating Committee, No. 257/35, entitled "Clarification of 
Present State-War-Navy Policy on Civil Exploitation of German 
and Austrian Specialists in the United States." In paragraph 
one of this document, it is stated "The Department of Justice 
shall be charged with the security responsibility for all 
alien speciali~.. itb viFa status under exploitation in the 
United States. I

T ~"'~ , 

It is noted in this document that the procurement of 
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earliest practical date, no later than September 30, 1 ~~ .. ~(,[b3 
specialists under Project Paperclip was to be conclude~ . 

'E"r b7E 
The FBI was advised by MID that inasmuch as the 

interim policy would terminate with the completion of "Project 
Paperclip," it would become necessary that all of the 
individuals who remained in the U.S. or who subsequently came 
to the U.S., be placed in a visa status. The DOW advised that 
while the document stated DOJ would be charged with the ~} 
security responsibility for all alien scientists, it was not~ 

-.. ~, ... ·.· .. 9 
\. ' £, 
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in effect, placing 
merely reiterating 
aliens who come to 

additional responsibility 
the actu~~.e. sponsibility 
the U.S.~ 

on DOJ but was 
of DOJ regarding 

The FBI was not consulted in connection with this 
particular matter, and the Attorney General was so advised of 
the above by letter dated September 25, 1947, with a statement 
to the fact that the FBI assumed the responsibility 'mentioned 
in the first paragraph of the above-mentioned document 
~ef:rr:d ~o ~ .... jaratjQD rnrt7~';S' and not within FBI 
Jur ISdlctlon~\u) _ lb.::;· 

You may desire to consult with either the Department 
of Army, Navy or State for a copy of this document. 

On October 3, 1947, the FBI was advised by DOJ that 
it had been decided, upon certification of Secretary of War 
and the Attorney General, that DOS would issue German 
scientists proper visas as well as visas for their families to 
enter the U.S. The FBI was advised that DOW would submit to 
the Attorney General dossiers on those scientists who were 
recommended for such visas. The FBI was advised that in order 
for the Attorney General to be in a position to make a 
recommendation or decision concerning the advisability of 
issuing such visas, the Attorney General would 'request the FBI 
to check its files for any information c",cerning the 
individuals being considered. I !&7 

By letter dated November 4, 1947, the Acting The 
Assistant to the Attorney General, DOJ, forwarded to the FBI 
for a check of FBI records a list of alien specialists who 
were in the U.S. in connection with the alien scientist 
program, as well as a list of names of dependents of the 
scientists. The DOJ also forwarded dossiers relating to three 
German scientists whose immigration to the U.S. for permanent 
residence had been recommended by JCS. The DOJ requested the 
FBI to conduct a thorough investigation of the three 
individuals with particular emphasis on the internal security 
aspect of the immigr~t~o ... n of the individuals into the U.S. for 
permanent residence.~ 
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The DOJ also advised in this letter that it 
anticipated a complete security check would eventually be made 
by DOJ with respect to each person on the list whose entry 
into the U.S. for permanent residence had been recommended by 
JCS. The DOJ considered it a very serious responsibility in 
passing upon the admissibility of persons into the U.S. for 
permanent residence and believed that it was advisable to have 
the benefit of an FBI investigation in these cases. The DOJ 
advised that it would request the FBI to conduct a thorough 
investigation of each person recommended for immigration 
before a determination as to the admissibility of any such 
person was made. The DOJ advised that for the present time, 
it would request only a record check of persons whose 

immigration had not been recom~me ...... ; ......•.. since they were in custody of military authoritie 17~ 
, 1 J . 

The DOJ furnished as an enclosure to this letter a 
copy of an undated memorandum captioned "Proposed Procedures 
with Respect to the Entry to the United States for Residence 
of Aliens Certified as Persons Whose Admissions is Highly 
Desirable in the National Interests." This document concerns 
the procedures agreed upon by the Departments of Air Force, 
Army, Commerce, Justice, and State as well as the JCS. You 

b3 
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may desire to consult with either the Department of Air FpO.. ... b3 
Army, Commerce, Justice or State for a copy of this docum . .•• 7b7E 

. I 
By letter dated November 6, 1947, the FBI furni e 

to the DOJ results of record checks regarding 178 German and 
Austrian specialists in response to their request dated 
October 14, 194~U.r~L---.J?7 

By FBI letter dated November 10, 1947, the DOJ was 
advised that the FBI would not conduct the requested 
investigation regarding the three German scientists, supra, as 
investigations of this character were solely within the 
jurisdiction of INS. The DOJ was also advised that no record 
checks would be made of FBI files concerning names submitted 
with their November 4, 1947, letter due to lack of identifying 
information. The DOJ was requested to provide additional 
identifying data if they desired the names be checked through 
FBI indicesrk.. f..?-· -

~T:l} SEC~T 
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Operation Paperclip 

By letter dated November 14, 1947, the DOJ, in 
reference to FBI letter#dated November 10, 1947, requesting 
that the FBI conduct special investigations concerning certain 
specific German scientists who were in the u.s. under the 
protective custody and control of JIOA, as W1 11 as cnpduct 
record checks of names previously submi tted.f 7&). !'9, i/:;t 

By letter dated November 20, 1947, DOJ was advised 
the FBI would conduct the requested investigation regarding 
the three German scientists, however, it would be impossible 
to conduct the necessary record checks of the names previously 
submitted due to lack of identifying data.1 19' 

The DOJ, commencing in December, 1947, requested 
that investigations and/or record checks be conducted by the 
FBI regarding other German scientists and/or specialists for 
the purpose of ascertaining their activities, conduct, and 
associates since arriving in the U.S. The requested 
investigations and/or record checks were conducted and the 
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~~ ~~ 1 ~: t ~~~ n !:~ef n t~n D~~ t ~~e a s ~!~~tZ~9 sis ~:,~~g ro;~V~?}/ /J$; J 01;// a / b3 

W-lWf lIS; lib-Jill//; //jlJ) 1.)01 /;;./ ,J..:lt1.b 1,E 

In response to a previous FBI request, Peyton Ford, 
Assistant to the Attorney General, advised the FBI by 
memorandum dated June 25, 1948, that the cases in this matter 
in which JIOA referred to DOJ were in two categories: (1) The 
Paperclip Project, which included (a) German scientists and 
specialists who were in the u.s. who had been recommended for 
immigration visas and about whom a thorough investigation 
would be requested, and (b) German scientists and specialists 
in the U.S. but who had not been recommended for immigration 
visas and whomJIOA contemplated bringing to the U.S. in the 
near future, about whom a record check would be requested: and 
(2) Nationals of various European countries other than Germany 
who were not scientists but who rendered a valuable assistance 
to the U.S. Government, whose presence in the u.s. was deemed 
to be in the interest of national security and about whom 
record checks would be requested.1 VS4 
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In addition, the FBI was informed by the Assistant 
Attorney General, DOJ, by memorandum dated September 30, 1948, 
that JIOA had been advised that DOJ would require the FBI to 
conduct an independent investigation of dependents of German 
scientists who were admitted to the U.S. and granted a visa 
through the concurrence of DOJ under Operation Paperclip, 
concerning whom JIOA had received unfavorable information as a 
result of its independent investigation abroa~. 

It was also stated in this DOJ memorandum that in 
cases where no derogatory information was developed abroad on 
dependents, it would be satisfactory to conduct only a records 
check of FBI centr al files .1 ~/tp ? 

There is attached one copy of Washington City News 
Service Release dated July 18, 1950, which states, in part, 
charges by Senator Styles Bridges (Rep., N.H.) that Russian 
tanks had impenetrable armor because a DOS employee b]OCk p§ 
1,000 German scientists from corning to the u.s.1 .-:1S '3 
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There appeared on pages 10650 and 10651, Volume 96, 
No. 141 of the Congressional Record, Proceedings and Debates 
of the 81st Congress, 2nd Session, at Washington, D. C.~ on 
July 18, 1950, statements by Senat~r Bridges rElating to t~.iS 
matter, a copy of these two pages 1S attached._ ~",.s{:_{...t.( "i.,.~ b3 

b7E 

On August 9, 1950, Captain Bosque N. Wev, Chief of 
Staff, Little Creek, Virginia, Amphibious Base, advised the 
FBI that he appeared before a subcommittee of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee (SAC) on June 27, 1947, concerning 
difficulties encountered in obtaining entrance permits into 
this country for German scientists. Captain Wev provided the 
FBI with a copy of his statement before SAC, a copy of which 
is attached, captioned "Statement of Captain B. N. ~/~~r S 
Navy, Chairman, Joint Intelligence Objectives AgenC~ rS6 :~E 

SECl\i:T 
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By letter dated September 8, 1950, the Attorney 
General was advised by the FBI that information had been 
received by this Bureau from U.S. Army, G-2, Fort McPherson, 
Georgia, that a large number of scientists under "Paperclip 
Specialists" would be moved to Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, 
Alabama, and that information available to the Army indicated 
that "the FBI acquires security responsibility" for "Paperclip 
Specialists" and their dependents when visas had been issued 
to them. It was poi~ted out to the Attorney General that the 
FBI had never undertaken any project whereby the FBI would 
"acquire or assume security responsibility" of any group or 
individuals. The Attorney General was advised the FBI would 
not assume "security responsibility" over "Paperclip 
Specialists" or their dependents and would not accept the 
responsibility of investigating violations of any 
administrative security regulations imposed upon this group or 
individuals whether they had received visas or not. 

Fvrther, it was requested that DOJ advise JIOA of 
the FBI's j\ risdiction and responsibilities in this matter. 
The DOJ was advised that until further notice from DOJ, the 
FBI would n"t conduct any type of investigati.on of her than pe. 
regular sec rity investigations requested by DOJ._ _ ~6~ 

Iy letter dated September 18, 1950, DOJ advised it 
agreed the FBI would not assume "security responsibility" of 
"Paperclir Specialists" or their dep~nde s because of the 
fact that visas had been issued to t . .....•.•. ~b~ 

. tHy . f There ~s attached for your ~nfb~lliat~on one copy 0 a 
translat _on from the German language of Chapter 5 of the book 
"Forsch! .1g Heisst Arbeit und Brot" (Research is Work and 
Bread), which book was furnished to this Bureau in November, 
1950, ~ y an American citizen in Frankfurt, Germany. This 
materi .1 relates to the German scientists who had been taken 
to va: ~ous countries in the world to engage in research work 
and comments particularly on "Operation Paperclip." Copies 
were also furnished to the Departments of Ajr Force. Army, 
Navy, and State, as well as CIA and AEC ·1 ~.3'71.x) :3 Vlt :3 i? 
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By letter dated November 13, 1950, Peyton Ford, 
supra, advised the FBI that under the provisions of the 
Internal Security Act of 1950, it was no longer possible to 
continue to bring German scientists and technicians to the 
u.s. under the "Paperclip" program if those scientists or 
technicians were in any way connected with the National ~ 
Socialist Government of Germany or any Nazi organizations.~ 

The FBI was also advised that where, in the opinion 
of Government departments and agencies, the services of such 
scientists or technicians were deemed to be of paramount 
national interest, it would be necessary for the Attorney 
General, if he approved, to exercise the provisions of the 9th 
proviso to permit the entry of such aliens on a temporary 
basis. 

The FBI was advised that it had been decided by JIOA 
and Departments of Justice and State that, effective 
immediately, in all cases of either the "Paperclip" or 
national interest type cases (so called non-Paperclip cases), 
JIOA would make a name check of all intelligence agencies, 
including the FBI. 

The results of the name checks, together with the 
investigative report made abroad of the alien, would be 
furnished to the Internal Security Section, DOJ. After a 
review of this material, the Criminal Division, DOJ, would 
notify INS of the substance of the information together with a 
statement as to whether there was any objection b DOJ from 
the standpoint of internal security of the nat' b3 

Information was received from DOA i 
that the Soviets had indicated an interest in German 
scientists in the U.S. As a result of this, FBI Headquarters, 
on an independent basis, approved and directed to concerned 
field offices authority to interview the German scientists to 
determine specifically if they had 1) been contacted through 
their relatives in Germany or otherwise for classified ~ 
information: 2) if they had close relatives in the Soviet zon~J 

SE~T 
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of Germany or satellite nations who might be used by the 
Soviets as hostages to compel the German scientists' 
cooperation in espionage activities; 3) if they might be 
utilized in contacting Soviet agents through FBI informants; 
and 4) to advise the scientists of the FBI's ju' " nd 
responsibilities concerning security activit' ,3f7X; 3f(r ~~E 

In connection with our review of Opera 
Paperclip, seven investigations of the German scientists were 
reviewed in connection with the four matters referred to 
abo~e. No ~nfor~ation war re:ealPd that theY were ;DV01::d in 
NaZl war crlmes In Europe_ _ ~ ~ __ 

Results of any FBI lnvestigatIon relatlng to t e 
remalnlng scientists and/or specialists under this program are 
not reflected in the Operation Paperclip files. 

By letter dated August 13, 1951, from Deputy 
Attorney General Peyton Ford, DOJ, the FBI received the last 
request to conduct investigations regarding German specialists 
who were brought into the U.S. under military custody in 
connection with the Paperclip Program. Our files indicate 
that the FBI conducted a total of 525 investigations regarding 
German scientists and/or specialists brought into this country 
under the ~aperclip Program, which included t.~ .. A ........•• ; eUAst; n~?-t~,ons .. __ . 
conducted In DOJ' s request of August 13, 19h.l ,1:;;1; .3 J;r, 

{D: ;H"" 
By letter dated April 9, 1956, JIOA l:iubmitted to the 
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FBI its last request for a check of FBI records regarding 
Paperclip specialists who had applied for permanent residF-e~n=t __ ...., 
status under the Immigration and Nationali ty Act of 1950 I rn, 

By letter dated June 7, 1962, JIOA submitted to the b3 
FBI its last notification of resident alien specialists who b7E 

entered the U. S. under the JIOA programl k-lU;--;2. 

The FBI was also kept advised of German scientists 
and/or specialists and their dependents who were repatriated 
to Germany. 
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It is to be noted that information obtained by the 
FBI either from unsolicited sources and/or during the course 
of FBI investigations concerning the German scientists or 
specialists, or their dependents, in general or particular, 
,as disseminated to appropriate. agencies in this matter. 
I ..... ___ ----'V7/ /tJ 3/ / 31> -!r~.; '/I/'/ "t';,2:? / ,sJJj /O,.?~-;-

By letter dated January 31, 1963, the FBI was 
advised by the Office of Director of Defense Research and 
Engineering (ODDRE), DOD, Washington, D. C., that the JIOA, 
JCS, ceased to exist as of October 15, 1962, and further 
advised that the Defense Scientists Immigration Program 
(DEFSIP) was transferred on that date to ODDRE. The FBI was 
furnished with information concerning resident alien 
specialists Wh.O entered ibe II S ":?er the DEFSIP from August 
through December, 1962. . yt:;f::r . 

By letter dated June 16, 1966, ODDRE furnished to 
the FBI the last notice of resident aliens specialists who 
entered the U.S. under DEFSIP, the latest bein~ May 24. 1966. 

IL.. __ ~-:--,V ~ 6 f 
On January 17, 1980, Elizabeth Holtzman, Chairwoman, 

Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees, and International Law 
of the House JUdiciary Committee, requested that DOJ furnish 
to her " •.• all documents, memoranda, and other materials" in 
its possession relating to "Operation Paperclip." This 
request was forwarded to the FBI. b;?-tJb 0 C?P-- '-133 

On February 27, 1980, the Assistant Attorney 
General, Criminal Division, DOJ, was advised that a request 
had been made in early 1979 by the Special Litigations Unit, 
INS, for the approval to release to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee certain material previously furnished to INS by the 
FBI regarding "Operation Paperclip." As a result, 
communications were exchanged with Senator Max Baucus, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Limitations of Contracted and 
Delegated Authority, Judiciary Committee, and his staff 
concerning the release of this material. No formal Memorandum 
of Understanding between theDOJ and the Senate Judiciary 
Committee was reached regarding access or dissemination of 

SECll:ET 
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this material, however, limited excised material requested by 
Senator Baucus of the Judiciary committee, regarding 
"Operation Paperclip" was provided to DOJ on July 25, 1979, 
for its consideration as to dissemination. FBI files do not 
indicate what action, if any, was taken in this regard. 

The Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, 
DOJ, was also advised that access and dissemination of 
voluminous material involving "Operation Paperclip" would be 
facilitated through coordinated development of guidelines and 
a formal Memorandum of Understanding by DOJ. DOJ was advised 
that the FBI had not corresponded with Ms. Holtzman and the 
FBI would appreciate DOJ contacting her regarding this matter 
and initiating the necessary steps leading to dissemination, 
clearances and/or staff access. (P;(-cjb!:;-:<tj- '13 L/ 

Our fil·es contain no approved formal Memorandum of 
Understanding pertaining to the release of Paperclip Operation 
documents and no material has been released other than that 
mentioned above in response to current congressional 
inquiries. 

Enclosures (5) 

NOTE: Reference GAO letter dated 6-23-82 in which the names 
of 11 alleged Nazi war criminals were submitted for review; 
I I memo dated 8-2-82, captioned "GAO 
Inquiry ~Qncerning Ad:jssi:n of AIJ:aed Nazi Wa~ Criminals in 
the U.S.;. _ _ _]memo~tloned as above, 
dated 9-13-82, regardlng dlsseminatlon of data in 
connection with this project; and GAO let er dated 8-26-82, in 
which an additional 35 names of operations, organizations, and 
projects were furnished for review. 

SEC~T 
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Memorandum 
GENERAL \.....'SOUNTING OFFICE 

.11 28112 
TO Mr·L...I _____ ..... Federal Bureau of Investigation 

FROM Mr. 

SUBjEaI': GAO Inquiry Into Alleged Nazi War Criminals 

Enclosed is a list of organization and project references 

your research analysts should be aware of during their search for 

records pertaining to our investigation. We would appreciate 

your search of the FBI's files for information on each of these 

references. Also, we have included additional information re-

garding five of the persons named in our letter of June~3 to the 

Director. 

Enclosure 
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NAMES OF OPERATIONS AND/OR PROJECTS 

1. Operation Sunrise. 

2. Project Perllianent 
PL 110, also ca'lled "100 persons a year Act" 
enacted in 1948 at the request of the Director 
of Central Intelligence 

3. ~roject Zenith 
Section 212 (d)(5) of the Immigration and Natu
ralization Act pr~vides for the temporary admis
sion of persons necessary for national security. 
Pertains to persons paroled into the country. 

4 . Operation Paperclip 

5. Operation Overcast 

6. Operation Tobacco 

7 . Operation Polecat 

8 . ProjectS Able and BareR 

9. Operation Rusty 

Organizations and/or References 

. 1. Assefu~ly of Captive European Nations 
29 W. 57th Street 
New York. New York 

2. Amer.~an Committee on 
1657 Broadway 

Liberation (A~COMLIB) 

New York 19. New York Bureau File No.r"I---------, 

3. Redio Liberty 

4. Byelorussian Democratic Republic 

5. International Rescue Committee 
386 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 

6. Free Europe Committee 
·.2 Park ···Avenue 

New York, New York 

7. Radio Free Europe 

. . 
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8. Free Albanian Committee 
114 East 32nd Street 
New York, New York 

9. National Committee for a Free Albania 
839 ~est End Avenue 
New York 25, New York 

10. Army European Command Intelligence 
EUCOM G-2 

11. Army Intelligence Records Repository (AIRR) 
Fort Meade, Maryland 

12. Albanian Activities in the United States 
Bureau File No. 100-211013 
Field Office File 100-81612 

13. National Committee for a Free Europe 

14. Crusade for Freedom 

--15. CROWCASS - Central Registry of War Criminals 
Bnd Security Suspects 

16. Georgetown University Project 

17. Organi~ation of Ukrainian Nationals (OUN, also 
" OUN/sB) 

ENCLOSURE 

18. American Committee for Liberation from Bolshevism 
• 

19. National Committee for a Free Byelorussia 

20. National Committee for a Free Ukraine 

21. Dffice of Policy Coordination (OPC) 

22. State Department'. Policy Planning Staff 

23. Intelligence Advisory Committee (lAC) 

24. Joint Intelligence Collection Agency 

25. Intelligence Advisory ~oard 

26. Psycbological Strategy Board (PSB) 
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ENCLOSURE 
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Individual names 

Abae Kupi 

Place of Birth: Kruja, Albania 
Il"S:f.i A175S5L.57 
U.S. Passport* 941749 

ENCl.OSlJRE 

Date of Birth: 10/15/00 

FBI Central Office Confidential Records 
Control No. ~AS 651558 or WA 5651558 

Sub-Unit 

I 
ll. j r t b . I Pla~e of 

INS, L-______ j-------~ 
Albanian Activities 'p the p.S. 

Bureau Filel~ __ ~~ ______ ~l~~ 
Field Office File~I ________ ~1 

Nexhat Peshkepia 

Place of Birth: Valona, Albania 
MI Al1065066 

Midhat Frasheri 

Place of Birth: Jemine, Albania 
INS FileD 01~O/704 . 

~ ______ ~f 0 u 1 d b ~~ ______ ....I 

3 

Date of Birth: 

Date of Biith: 03/15/08 

Date of Birth: 03/25/1880 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
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4-22 (Rev. 5-12-81) ,r---..., 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF T~ Jc,H.JrIGATION 
Records Systems/ServIl;es SectionE-

D Name Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 
D Service Unit, 4654 , TL# 225 
o Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

, 19 

o Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143 
o Attention ---_________ _ 
D Return to ____ . 

Supervi:-; Jr, Room, TL#, Ext •. 
----------------~----
Type of Search Requested: Check One) 

o Restricted Search (Act Ie Index - 5& 20) 

"j 

o Restricted Search (Act 'e & Inactive Index -
.5 & 30) 

uz( Unrestricted (Active & I.active fndex) 

Speci~ Instructions: (Check Om .. I 
Qj All References (Subvers, 'e & Nonsubversive) 
o Subversive Search 
DNonsubversive Search 
o Main Refere ces Only 
o Exact Name Only (On the l)se) 
o Buildup 0 VariatiOl 
o Restricted to Locality of 

Subject Opt' i\ (\ \; "'--'" 
Birthdate & Place ___________ _ 
Address 

Localities _______ _ 

R# ___ _ Date 

Prod". ; 
r ~ 

'0 ,. • ~.- ..... ".. .... ~ r, -,- ~ ;~ , ., 1 :r, _r",_ ,!, 

, FILE NlJMBE!:f, . __ ~ . 
'. t 

Searcher 
Initial s 

I 

_--.1.....,... __________ ----1 ~-'--~ _ _'_\.L!.! rl"~~ 

<:: N \ .. ~OC) -' 

)vp i '; -:" -

-------
" 

. I "'? ~ 
~._l __ 

!' ·/I·./!«( 

: .' ... ' 

~~---_____ ~I-------------
___ 1 ______ ----- ____________ _ 

FBI/DOJ 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E 

b3 
b7E 

b7D 



· 4-220 (Rev. 11-17-59) 

NUMEROUS REFEL~CE 

(;EARCH SLIP 

Supervisor __ . __________ Room ____ _ 

Searcher <;-, .--), I 
_____ Oate X - .:J.( -"~_\ __ ..lnitial "\ (4 

Prod. ____________________ ___ 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 

.5" I 

-
C\ .'~'.{.,' .. 

YiO>:), (l'h>;' , , 
----------

~\ 17 "Ii "):>i ----"'--j-L ______ ---1r----'-! ,:;; . ) c,' ) 

FBI/DQJ 

b3 
b7E 
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