
 
 

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
November 1, 2023 

 
 
MR. JOHN R. GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 
 

Request No.: 1361918-000 
Subject: LAIRD, MELVIN ROBERT, JR. 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request.  Please see the 
paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI FOIPA 
Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 
The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the FOIA that are responsive to your 

request.  We made these records available in the FBI’s electronic FOIA Library (The Vault) on the FBI’s 
public website, http://vault.fbi.gov.  On the right-hand side of the home page, under the heading “Vault 
Links” you can search for your subject alphabetically (click on “A-Z Index”), by category (click on 
“Categories”), or by entering text into our search engine (click on “Search Vault”).   For records responsive 
to this request, please enter Melvin Laird as the search term. 

 
The available documents represent a final Vault posting of information responsive to your FOIA 

request.   
 
Please see the selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request.  

 

 Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist.  Please inform us by 
emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov or replying through standard mail if you would like the 
FBI to conduct a search of the indices to our Central Records System.   

 

 Additional records responsive to your request were processed but are not currently 
available on The Vault.  Please inform us by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov or replying 
through standard mail if you would like to receive these records. 

 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 

your request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” 

includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals.  “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also 

enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 
 

Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia.  Should you have 
questions regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  Please reference the 
FOIPA Request number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request.   

 
Please be advised that if you are seeking a new search for records, you may wish to narrow the 

scope of your request based on material that you have already received, e.g., timeframe or locality.  
Additionally, be advised that “unusual circumstances” may apply. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). These 
“unusual circumstances” will delay our ability to make a determination on your request within 20 days. See 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B). Additionally, the payment of pertinent fees may apply to your request. See 5 U.S.C. § 
552 (a)(4)(A)(viii). The application of “unusual circumstances” is not a determination of how the FBI will 
respond to your substantive request. 
 

http://vault.fbi.gov/
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov
www.fbi.gov/foia
foipaquestions@fbi.gov


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal."  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 

foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.  You may also 
contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as 
follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 
Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-
5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.   
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
      Michael G. Seidel 

Section Chief 
Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

 
Enclosures

https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov


FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 
information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 

neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere acknowledgment of 
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 

individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 

the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
(iii) Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 
 

Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches and Standard Search Policy.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 

reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.    

a. Main Entity Records – created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation   

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 

but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this dual 

mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Foreseeable Harm Standard.  As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 

withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)).  The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests.   
 

(iv) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal history 
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of 
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, 
naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check.  Forms 
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.  Additionally, requests can be 
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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1 - Mr. Kittel

LABORATORY

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

t- FBI, Washington Wield Office (9-New) May 8, 1970

Res UNSUB; Threatening Letter 1
Postmarked 4/15/70 at rx
Englewood, Ohio, received by \
Secretary of Defense MELVIN LAIRD-X 
VICTIM; President RICHARD M. NIXON 
VICTIM; EXTORTION (Oft Cincinnati)

John Edgar Hoover,

SI-112
REC-126

FBI Elle No. ’

Examination requested by: Washington Field Office
Lab. .No. D-700507015 KW

Reierenoe: Airtel 5/5/70

Examination requested!

Remarks:

Document

MAILED 2

MAY 117970
COMMUTE!

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)
2 - Cincinnati Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)
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REPORT 
of the

LABORATORY

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Washington Field Office (9-New) ©au: Hay 8, 1970

He. UNSUB; Threatening Letter 
* Postmarked 4/15/70 at Englewood, 
Ohio, received by Secretary of Defense

FBI File NO.

wv.no. d_7Q0507015 KW

MELVIN LAIRD - VICTIM; President
RICHARD M. NIXON - VICTIM; EXTORTION

Specimens received 5/6/70

Qcl Photocopy of envelope postmarked "ENG EWOOD APR 15 PM 
1970 45322," bearing handwritten address "Secretary of 
Defense, office Mr. Melvin Laird, Washington, D. C. 
Security" *

Qc2 Photocopy of eight-page accompanying handwritten message 
beginning'Nr. Secretary of Defense, Melvin Laird 
Richard Nixon, President..." -

Result of examination:

Specimens Qcl and Qc2 were searched in the
Anonymous Letter File without effecting an identification. 
Appropriate copies are being added thereto.

Specimens Qcl and Qc2 are retained in the files 
of this Bureau.

Tolson
JeLoqch
Walters

Hi shop

HRK:Ice (6)
Casper *
Callahan
'Conrad ..mu
Felt .UR
Cale
Hosen i* 1,1,01 * Tummr
Sullivan.,uf
Tavel
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Tele, Hoom
Holies
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ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Recor ded UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
5/7 70
Ice Laboratory Work Sheet NO LAB FI 1^2

Re: UNSUB; Threatening Letter File 3
Postmarked 4/15/70 at Englewood, Lab. # D-70050701D KW
Ohio, received by Secretary of Defense 
MELVIN LAIRD - VICTIM; 
President RICHARD M. NIXON - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION .
00: Cincinnati

Examination requested by: ^0 (9-New) 5/5/70 Airtel

Examination by: Ki + telResult of Examination:

Date received: 5/6/70Examination requested: Document

Specimens submitted for examination

Qcl Photocopy of envelope postmarked “ENG EWOOD APR 15 PM 
1970 45322,” bearing handwritten address ‘‘Secretary of 
Defense,* office Mr. Melvin Laird, Washington, D. C. 
Security" ' -

Qc2 Photocopy of^accompanying handwritten message beginning 
"Mr. Secretary of Defense,Melvin Laird Richard Nixon, 
President..."

Mi



Date: 5/5/70

Transmit the following in -.. . ..... ........ ...... ... ... .......... .......—... . ....... — .
(Type in plaintext or code)

Vin AIRTEL____________________________________________  
(Priority)

TO: IRECTOR, FBI

^AC, WFO (9-New) (P)

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

MA

MJ

UNSUB; Threatening Letter 
Postmark^d/4/15/70 at Englewood, 
Ohio, received by Secre* ' of Defense 
melvinQaird - VICTIM: ' ™
President RICHARD M. 
Extortion

xon - VICTIM

7^0507015

’Enclosed for the Bureau are five Xerox copies of one X; 
white enYelfipe addressed to victim as above and one eight page 
handwri*tten_letter contained therein. The originals were retained 
by U.Sr.Secs^t Service (USSS) inasmuch as they contained a threat 
to Presiident^IXON. Enclosed for Cincinnati (which is designated / 
Office of Oig^in) are two copies of same material.

>- 4fts material was received on 5/4/70 from Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge GARY MC LEOD, Liaison Division, USSS, 1800 
G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. (WDC) , by SA ROBERT EL LILL. USSS 

। has made a check of their name files and visual fi] 
submitted letters with negative results. ^7 -— _ 

Ranaz ’
tn

2- Cincinnati (Enc 2)
2- WFO -

KEL:kcb 
(7)

r

H | I . 11 1

MAY

M Per-Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge



WFO 9-New

The U.S. Capitol Police and the Intelligence 
Division of the Metropolitan Police Department (MFD), WDC, 
have been advised of this material. USSS is holding their 
investigation in abeyance pending notification of whether 
or not the Bureau is to conduct investigation in this matter.

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU

The Laboratory Division is requested to search 
this material through the Anonymous Letter File and conduct 
other appropriate examination.

LEADS .

CINCINNATI

AT ENGLEWOOD, OHIO

1) Present to appropriate USA for prosecutive 
opinion.

2) Notify local authorities.

3) If prosecution authorized, conduct appropriate 
investigation.

4) Immediately advise WFO of prosecutive opinion 
of USA so notification can be made to USSS.

5) Prepare LHM suitable for dissemination incorporating 
investigation conducted at WDC and results of examination 
conducted by the Laboratory.

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. Telephonically notify USSS of 
prosecutive opinion of USA upon ^receipt from the Office of 
Origin.

2



. . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
5®£o”04 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
5/7 70
lc® Laboratory Work Sheet LAB PILE

Re.WSUB; Threatening Letter FiiefP^^

Postmarked 4/15/70 at Englewood, £‘b> * D-70050701N MW
Ohio, received by Secretary of Defense '
MELVIN LAIRD - VICTIM;
President RICHARD M. MIXON - VICTIM;
EXTORTION 
00: Cincinnati

Examination requested by: WFO (9—New) 5/5/70 Alrtel

Examination requested^OCU®ent

Result of ExamintniShT'*'

Date received: 5/6/70

Examination byRittel

Specimens submitted for examination

Qcl Photocopy of envelope postmarked "ENG EW00D APR 15 PM 
1970 45322,” bearing handwritten address "Secretary of 
Defense, office Mr. Melvin Laird, Washington, D. C. 
Security"

Qc2 Photocopy of^accompanying handwritten message beginning 
"Mr. Secretary of Defense,Melvin Laird Richard Nixon, 
President..."
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* ' . -DEFENSE INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 
* CAPITAL REGION NAC TEAM (D 1 S1 0-N)

WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
BUILDING 159, ROOM 509

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20374-1595

WHITE HOUSE 
SECURITY OFFICE

$
| November 20, 1992NOV 25 1992

Mrs. Jane Dannenhauer ,
Assistant to the Counsel T
to the President 5 x--- - —
Room 84, White House Security
Old Executive Office Building - •
Washington, DC 20500 '

Dear Mrs. Dannenhauer:

The Defense Investigative Service (DIS) is currently conducting a 
personnel security investigation on the individual identified below.

DPOB: 22, SEP 01, Omaha,.NE ■

FULL-triiffi“’EM^ Science Application International
Corporation, San Diego, CA

POSITION: Contractor
DATES OF EMPLOYMENT: JUL. 1979 to the present
WHITE HOUSE CONNECTION: Science Application International 

Corporation, The White House
DATES OF FBI INVESTIGATION(S): 1984: 1976: 1969_____________
DIS CASE CONTROL NUMBER:

DIS requests that your office please furnish this Service with 
access to or provide copies of investigative files maintained by 
your office on the aforementioned individual.

DIS, an agency of the Department of Defense (DOD), is authorized to 
conduct personnel security investigations for DOD under DOD 
Directive 5105.42. DIS obtains information so that DOD may comply 
with the investigative requirements of Executive Order 10450, 
"Security Requirements for Government Employees", Executive Order 
10865, "Safeguarding Classified Information within Industry", 
Director of Central Intelligence Directive 1/14, "Uniform Personnel 
Security Standards and Practices Governing Access to Sensitive 
Compartmented Information", and other personnel security DOD 
Directives. This inquiry is being conducted to obtain information 
which will enable DOD officials to evaluate Mr. LAIRD’s suitability 
for access to classified Defense information, acceptability for 
assignment to a sensitive civilian position and/or acceptance in or 
retention in the Armed Services of the United States of America.

The information furnished by White House Security (WHS) will be 
utilized and stored in accordance with DOD regulations and





^directives. DIS assures WHS of compliance with the safeguard 
requirements enumerated in 26 USC 6103 (p) (4).

If you have any questions or comments pertaining to this matter, 
please feel free to contact me at the National Agency Check (NAC) 
Team on (703) 325-1312. Please be advised that the mailing address b6 
for D1510-N has been changed to the following: Defense b7'
Investigative Service, Capital Region NAC Team (D1510-N), 2461 
Eisenhower Avenue, Hoffman Building 1, Room 748, Alexandria, VA 
22331-1000.

Your assistance in this matter will help to further our 
investigative efforts and is most appreciated.

Ci nnaT-a 1 tr

Enclosures (2)



/ > DEF ■Lill U DEFENSE
7 PERSONNEL SECURITY QUESTIONNAIRE

BefGfe'cample ing form, read attached Privacy Act Statement, General and Detailed Instructions.

Form Approved * 
OHB No. 0704-299 
Expires Feb 28, 1993

.Public sporting burban for this collection of information it estimated to average 15 hours per response. Including the time for reviewing Instnictions^earchlng^existingdata^ources! 
'gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of Information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection left Information, including suggestlons^dTfeduclil®1 U il* burden, to Washington Headquarters Services. Dlroctorat^^Unlannatlon Operations arid Reports, 1215 Jefferson 
Davis Highway. Suite 1204. Arlington, VA 22202-4302, and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0704-0290). Washington. DC 20503.

1. NAME FOR DIS USE ONLY

&h275 4628

a. Last, First, Middle (LAST Nama In alt capital tattara) '

LAIRD, Melvin Rcbert.
b. Maiden Name (ttany)

: N/A
2. OTHER NAMES USED (LAST, First, Middle) (include alt other names used and 

dates of use.) * * ’

None

3. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

392-14-5736 (AZ ‘
4. DATE OF BIRTH 

(YYMMDD) 

220901

5. PLACE OF BIRTH ' STATUS (X and complete as applicable)

a. City 

Omaha
b. County 

N/A

c. State 

NE
d. Countiy *7 /

U.S. 31
~x a. Contractor Employee

b. Consultant
6. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS (Compiata alt block,) (1) List Contract Numbar for which ctaaranca la 

required
PR ’a. Sex

NAIE —
b. Race ’ 

WHITE

c. Height 
6Z 0”

d. Weight

190

e. Hair Color 

BROWN

f. Eye Color 

BROWN cr Government Employee
8. CITIZENSHIP (X a. b, a and complete as applicable) (1) Grade: | |(2) X If Applicant

X a. United States (x (t). (2). (3). (a), and/or (s)) |d. Military
(1) Branch of ServiceX (1) Bom in U.S.

(3) Naturalized (compiat, (a)-(,))

(a) Certificate Numbers) (b) Dato (YYMMDD) .

(2) Bom abroad of U.S. parents
(4) Derived from naturalized parent (complete (,)-(,)) (2) Rank. (3) X If Applicant

(c) Place (d) Court (•) Allan Registration Number

c. Alien (comp/ata
(1) through (4))

| (5) Dual Citizenship (lm country) (s,, detailed instructions) 

b. United States National (Liat U.S. Truat Territory or Posseation)

(1) Current Citizenship (2) Registration Number

(3) Intend to become a U.S. citizen? (xona) (4) Permanent Resident Status? prone; | |(a)Y««| |(b)No

9. MILITARY SERVICE (Uet tn chronologies! order beginning with the most recent period. Include Raaarva/Natlonal Guard Service.) 
a. If you checked Item 7.d. above, provide Occupational Specialty and Unit Assignment which requires this investigation.

10. RESIDENCES_______________ ''703-5^9-7479_______ _____________________________________________________ ________
C. Roommates (Use this column only for residences shown on toft for the last 5 years. Across

& Current Horne Telephone (include Area Code) from ^ach such residence, give name, currant address and telephone number of the primary

b. From (yymmdd) c. To (yymmdd) d. Branch of Service e. Rank f. Service Numbers) g. Type of Discharge h. Country

420501 460401 USN IT 331-^004 OFFICER Honorable U.S.

b. Address (List In chronological order beginning with current address. Give person with whom you shared that residence. If you resided with your parente/current 
inclusive dates for each period of residence. If you list a Rural Route address spouse/alone, so Indicate.) ■ 
provide instructions or map for locating that residence.)

(1) To (YYMM) 

Present
(3) Address (Number, Street, Apt. Number)

fiWtMBBgflgXaasM. 400 Madison S
(1) Nama (LAST. Fir at, Middla Initial)

Laird, Barbara M.
(2) Telephone Number (Include Area Code)

(2) From (YYMM) (4) City. State. Zip Code
22314

(3) Address (Number, Street, Apt. Number)

^g^ge deceased 1/9/92)

(4) City, State, Zip Coda

(5) Country (if outside the United States)

(1) To (YYMM)
9205

(3) Address (Number, Street, Apt. Number)
5703 Kirkwood Drive

(1) Nama (LAST, Flrat, Middla Initial) (2) Telephone Number (Include Area Code)

(2) From (YYMM)

5501
(4) City. State, Zip Code
Bethesda, Maryland 20816

(3) Address (Number, Street, Apt Number) (4) City, State, Zip Code

(5) Country (If outside the United States)

(1) To (YYMM) (3) Address (Number, Street, Apt. Number) (1) Nama (LAST. Flrat. Middla Initial) (2) Telephone Number (include Area Code)

(2) From (YYMM) (4) City. State, Zip Code (3) Address (Number, Street, Apt. Number) (4) City, State. Zip Code

(5) Country (If outside the United States)

(1) To (YYMM) (3) Address (Number, Street, Apt. Number) (1) Name (las LAIRD MELVIN ROBERT '

(2) From (YYMM) (4) City, State, Zip Code (3) Addr.eeM 392-1.4-573 6 22/09/01 31
92265-DS9-1587-1F3

DD Form 398, MAR 90 Replaces Bb Forms



EMPLOYMENT/DUTY ORGANIZATIONAL/*/ in chronological order, beginning with the present, each^BKd of employment, self-employment, part-time employment, 
^^"^Xand/or unemployment. Also list current Reserve or National Guard Unit. List inclusive dates for each period, if discharged for cause, so state in item 18. Seo DETAILED 

NO INSTRUCTIONS.) *Yes

x r a. Have you ever teen in Federal Civil Sendee? (it y„. explain tn accordance' with detailed instructions.)

b. Dates (yymm) c. Name of Employer d. Job Site, Duty Station or Home Port 
(Street, City, State and Zip Code)

e. Immediate Supervisor - (2) Telephone No. 
(Incl. Area Code)

(1) From (2) To (1) Name

Present
See Remarks

See Remarks

7306 7402
Executive Office of 
the President

Hie White House 
WASHINGTON'. DC

6901 7306
Department of
Defense

The Pentagon
Washinaton, DC

5301 6901
Jnited States
□onaress

House of Representatives 
Washinaton, DC

-

12. Family/Associates (Give requested date for: * Father, Mother, Spouse, Cohabitant, and Children * AU brothers and slstors NOT born tn the United States 
* ALL relatives or friends to whom you, your spouse, or cohabitant are bound by affection or obligations IF such persons are residing In, are citizens of, or are employed by 
or otherwise acting as representatives of ANY foreign country.)

a. Relationship and Name 
(LAST, First. Mlddl, Initial)

b. Present Address 
(Street. City, State and Zip Code)

c. Date of Birth 
(YYMMDD)

d. Place of Birth
(City, State, Country)

e. Citizenship

(1) Father .

IAIRD, 1-felvin R. Deceased 18880101
GRIGGSVILLE, IL
U.S. ’ U.S.

(2) Mother (Ma/dtn Nam,) 

GXKKSR. Helen Deceased , 18880101
GRAND RAPIDS, WI 
U.S. U.S.

(3) Spouse (Ma!d,n Nam, If appttcabt,)

MASTERS, Barbara •
TOTHE 3, POX-4061?
SYLVA. NO-26779' DSeZhst b 220309

INDIANAPOLLS, IN 
U.S. U.S.

b6
b7C

13. MARITAL DATA
a. Current Marital Status (x on,) |(1) l umm | (2) Never Married | |(3) Legally Separated | |(4) Divorced | |(^ Widowed

b. Dates(s) of Current and Prior Marriage(s) (yymmdd) 

451015
c. Place(s) Where Married ’

INDIANAPOLLS, IN
d. Dates(s)of Divorce(s) (yymmdd) e. Court(s) Granting Divorce(s) and Location(s) (city and stat,)

f. Name(s) and Current Address(es) of Former Spouse(s)

273 4628
14. FOREIGN TRAVEL/CONNECTIONS (x -Yer or -No- for each question.)

Yes No ("Yes* answers must bo explained in accordance with DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS.) •

X a. Do you have any foreign property, business connections, orfinancial interests? ’

X b. Are you now or have you ever been employed by or acted as a consultant for a foreign government, firm, or agency?

X c. Have you ever traveled outside the United States on other than official U.S. Government orders? (indue, even short trips to Canada or Mexico.)

X
d. Have you ever had any contact with a foreign government, its establishments (eg. embassies. consulate,). or its representatives 

whether inside or outside the U.S., otherthan on official U.S. Government business?

15, FULL ANO PART TIME EDUCATION (List In chronological order. Including part-llme allendance. beginning with the last school atlended.)(See DETAILED INSTRUCTONS

a. Dates (yymm) b. Name of School ' :. Address
(City, State and Zip Code)

d. Major - e. Degree 
Earned

(1) From (2) To

4001 4301 CARLETON COLLEGE NORSHFTETD, MN 55057 BA
J

DD Form 398, MAR 90 ST 2.3/5



ri 6. ‘'CHARACTER REFERENCES (Liat 5 good Manda. coHeaguaa, claaamatea, ate. who togathar have known you for the entire parted of Inveatlgatlon. Do not Hat anyona 
I ^o la Hat^d ataawhara on thia form. Saa DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS.} ’

b6
b7C

18. REMARKS (You may provide any additional Information which you feel may have a bearing or Impact on your aaeurity eligibility which haa not baan apaclflcally aakad for 
on thia form.)

17. CREDIT REFERENCES (Complete the Item only If you lived overaaae on a cumulative baala for a period In exceae of 6 monthe out of the fact S yeare. Liat firma, 
Inatitutlona, and/or individuate (other than relatlvee) who have extended credit to you during that time period. See DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS.)

a. Name b. Account Number c. Number and Street d. City ~ e. State f. Zip Code

Not Applicable

Item 11 Enploynerrt/Duty Organization (Additional Information)

From To Employer Jeb Site/Duty Station Hione

7906 it Science Appl. 10260 Carpus Point Drive
Inter. Corp. San Diego., CA 92121

SUBJECT IS A NON JMPIDYEE OODEP OF THIS CORPORATION. PHYSICAL LOCATION IS 
IN THE WASHINGTON DC AREA.

b6
b7C

7402 Present The Reader's Digest 1730 Rhode Island Ave
Assoc. Inc

Item 11 (Federal Civil Service Employment) 
Information provided in Item 11 above

NW 
Suite 212 
Washington, DC 20036

(914) 
238-1000

19. CERTIFICATION OF PERSON COMPLETING FORM. 1 certify that the entries made by me are true, complete, and accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief and are made in good faith. 1 understand that a knowing and willful false statement on this form can be 
punished by fine or imprisonment or both. (See U.S. Code Title 18, Section 1001.) .

a. Typ&dName (last, Firtt, Middi* iniu»i) b. Social Security No. t k d. Date Signed ((yymmdd)
IAIRD, Jfelvin R. 392-14-5736 C

DD Form 398, MAR 90 ST 2.4/5



Answers to questions in items 20 through 24 are NOT limited to the last 5,10, or 15 years, 
but pertain to your entire life. (See detailed instructions.)

20. CREDIT HISTORY
Yes Ne- ('Yeat answers must be expla/ned-j**acccsfanr* with DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS.)

X a. Have you everfiled a petition under any chapter of the bankruptcy code (to include Chapter 13)?

X b. Have you ever had your wag& garnished or anything repossessed?

X c. Have you ever had a lien placed upon yourproperty for failing to pay taxes?

X d. Do you have any judgments againsfyou which you have not paid?

X e. Are you now or have you been significantly delinquent on debts? (Paid more than 120 days from scheduled payment due date?)
21 • ARRESTS * You must list ALL arrest Information regardless of whether you have previously listed or dlaclosad thia Information or whathar tha racord In your case has baan 

"sealed* axpungad, or otherwise stricken from tha court racord. You muat also Include a# courts-martial or non-judlcia! punishment (Article 15 UCMJ or Captain's 
Mast.)

Yes No INSTRUCTIONS.)
* You may exclude minor traffic violations for which a fine or forfeiture of $100 or less was Imposed, unless alcohol or drug related.

X
a. Have you ever been arrested, charged, cited, held, or detained by Federal. State, or other law enforcement or juvenile authorities 

regardless of whether the charge was dropped or dismissed or you were found not guilty?
b. List details of "Yes'answers

(2) Natur* of Offanaa or Violation(1) Date ~— 
(YYMMDD)

(4) Name and Location of Court/ 
Magistrate (City and State)

(3) Name and Location of Law Enforce
ment Agency (City and State)

(5)~Penalty Impoaed or Other Disposition 
in Each Case

22. DRUG/ALCOHOL USE AND MENTAL HEALTH (•YES' answers must be explained tn accordance with DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS.)

Yes No

X

X
X

X 
X
X

a. Have you ever tried or used or possessed any narcotic (to include heroin or cocaine), depressant (to include quaaludes), stimulant 
hallucinogen (to include LSDorPCP), or cannabis (to include marijuana or hashish), or any mind-altering substance (to Include glue or 
paint), even one-time or on an experimental basis, except as prescribed by a licensed physician?

b. Have you ever been involved in the illegal purchase, manufacture, trafficking, production, or sale of any narcotic, depressant 
stimulant, hallucinogen, or cannabis?

c. Have you ever misused or abused any drug prescribed by a licensed physician for yourself or for someone else?___________________  
d. Has your use of alcoholic beverages (such as liquor, beer, wine) ever resulted in the loss of a job. disciplinary action arrest

by police, or any alcohol - related treatment or counseling (such as for alcohol abuse or alcoholism ?)

e. Have you ever been treated for a mental, emotional, psychological, or personality disorder/condition/problem?
f. Have you ever consulted or been counseled by any mental health professional?

23. ORGANIZATIONS
Yes No

"x
X 
X
X 
X

(•YES' answers must be explained in accordance with DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS.)

a. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party or any Communist organization?
b. Are you now or have you ever been affiliated with any organization, association, movement, group or combination of persons which:

(l) Advocates th* overthrow of our constitutional form of government?

(2) Advocates or approves the commission of acts of force, violence, coercion, or Intimidation to deny persons their rights under th* Constitution of th* U.S.?

(3) Seeks to alter the form of government of the United States by force, violence, or other unconstitutional moans?

(4) Advocates or engages In the disruption or halting of U^. government activities through force, violence, or Infiltration of the government service?

C. List all organizations in which you hold or have held membership since age 16. (You may omit labor unions, political parties, religious organizations, and those 
referred to In 23.a. and b.)

(1) Hama (Do not abbreviate) (2) Addrasa (Number and Street, City, State, Up Code) (3) Type (4) From (YYMM) (5) To (YYMM)

24. SECURITY CLEARANCE
Yes

X

No a. Have you ever held a security clearance, toincludeacontractor-granted Confidential? (if 'YEs.-give detaBs betow.)

(1) Level

TOP SECRET
(2) Data Granted (YYMMDD) (3) Granted By

790907 DISOO
(4) Name of Employer

SCIENCE APPUCMTONS INTL.
X b. Have you ever had a security clearance denied, suspended or revoked? (u-yes,-give details in ttem is.)

25. CERTIFICATION BY PERSON COMPLETING FORM. I certify that the entries made by me are true, complete, and accurate to the best 
of my knowledge and belief and are made in good faith. I understand that a knowing and willful false statement on this form can be 
punished by fine or imprisonment or both. (See U.S. Code. Title 18. Sec lion 10OI.)____________________ ______;_______________

a. Typed Name (LAST, First. Middle Initial)

lATRD, Melvin R.
DD Form 398, MAR 90

b. Social Security No.
392-14-5736

c. d. Date Signed (yymmdd)

Page 6 of 1b Hages
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ATTACHMENT
a#

8

| Form: Continuation Sheet - DD Form 398 (PRIVACY SECTION REMARKS} 

” • LAIRD, Melvin R.
^392-3.4-5736 .

Page: 1

•4
Item 23c. Other Organizations (Additional*Entries)

From ToOrganization Name Address ' ’ Type

COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE ’ 
CORP.

950 L'ENEANT PLAZA SW 
WASHINGTON, DC. 20024

EMP. BENEFITS 7410 Presen

IDS MUTUAL FUND GROUP IDS TOWER 10 MINNEAPOLIS, MN. 
55440

PERSONNEL 7407 Presen

MARTIN MARIETTA 
CORPORATION

6801 ROCKIEDGE DRIVE BETHESDA, 
MD. 20034

AUDIT AND
ETHICS _

8110 Presen

METROPOLITAN LIFE 
INSURANCE OCMPANY

1 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK, NY. 
10010

INSURANCE 7407 Presen

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC. MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL INTL AP ST. 
PAUL, MN. 55111

AUDIT AND 
SAFETY

7405 Presen

PUTTTIPS PETROLEUM OCMPANY BARTLESVTTiTE, OK. 74004 PUBLIC POLICY 7604 Presen
AMER. 1NSTIT. CERTIFIED 1 STATION PEACE STAMFORD, CT. CERT. PUB. 8408 Presen
PUB. ACCOUNT. 06902 ' ACCT.
READERS DIGEST ASSOCIATION READERS DIGEST RD.

PLEASANTVILLE, NY. 10570
PUBLIC POLICY 9006 Presen

SCIENCE APPLICATIONS INTL. 
CORP.

10260 CAMPUS FT. DRIVE SAN 
DIEGO, CA. 92121

STOCK POLICY 7906 Presen

WAIIACE READERS DIGEST 261 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK, NY. INVESTMENT 9002 Presen
FUNDS . 10020

•

■

t

- -

1



b6 
b7c

DATE: 10/1/1992 

CIDN: 0922734628

NAME: LAIRD,MELVIN ROBERT 

AKA :

I
OlM***.DEFENSE INVESTIGATIVE SERVIQgj'

NATIONAL AGENCY CHECK ’

FBI CENTRAL RECORDS SYSTEM RESPONSE TO AN AUTOMATED INDICES RECORD CHECIO' fl# .»_ 

(DOES NOT INCLUDE A FINGERPRINT CHECK) <U« «/1#Q
*^889

NS#5^^7 DATE.’l#. .

NR:
TO fr

ER#; :

NR;
DATE;

‘ r0 EAU;.

O

UTD:

28548971

hSDlsoooz

SEQUENCE NO;

ORI NO;

POB: NB

DOB: 09/01/22 HAU#;

OCT 21 19921 .

SOC: 392-14-5736

SEX: M

RACE: W

ADDR:

EMPL:

MISC:

DATE:

An Applicant-type invest igat ion was 
conducted in oneernins
the captioned individual. She results 
of this investigation v/ex-c furnished 
to the White House. For detailed results, 
of this investigation u Are refei’rsd

■' House.,

This reply is result -of check of FBI /■//»
investigative files. To cheek arrest /wOM
records, request must be submitted to. II [ IM
FBI Identification Division.* linger- H HM 
prints are neqessary for positive oluwi?. H [ [[ [ [ H [I 

^so3SS



UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

28 1969

Mr. Egil Krogh
Staff Assistant to the Counsel
The White House

Subject: Melvin Laird - Secretary of Defense
b6 Per DOE

Dear Mr. Krogh:'

Pursuant to conversation between Mr. Pusateri of my office and 
I your staff, on February 25, 1969, it would be 

appreciated if you would authorize the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to release copies of the investigative reports to 
this Commission on Mr. Laird

Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. Per DOE and FBI 
b7C Per DOE and FBI

Sincerely,

Summary memoranda dated 1/2/69 
(Laird) and 1/15/691 ~|
furnished to AEC by FBI Liaison 
3/3/69

b7C



c
1 j^iiSS_Gandy
11
1 -
1 -

b6
b7C

0

CCTOrU;^^^^
REQ. RECD

MAY 20 1977 
ANS 
BY:

SEE REVERSE STT ; JR 
ADD. D1SSEIVMM.

January 2, 1969
b6
b7C R

Honorable John D. Ehrlichman
Legal Counsel to
President-elect Hixon

Hotel Pierre
Fifth Avenue and East 61st Street
Hew York, Hew York 10021

FOR COURIER DELIVERY*

& p

Dear Mr. Ehrlichman: ;. ^rJ-

of this.1 b3 Per IRS

In accordance with your request received on 
December 23, 1968, an investigation has-been conducted 
concerning Representative Melvin RoberC Laird. Transmitted 
herewith is a summary memorandum containing the results

A^-

on

i

Information has been received indicating checks 
of the files of two governmental agencies*concerning 
Representative Laird have not been completed. When the 
results of'those checks are received, you will be advised.

_ ' ;'' ” * ‘ ‘ (
. The investigation of Representative Laird covered 

inquiries as?to his character, loyalty, general standing, 
and ability,‘but no inquiries were made as to the sources 

7 of his income ‘•

YA, - r
■ _ ..: M ‘

A tV

Enclosure

Sincerely yours, f-JL/

Mohr_____________
Bishop __________
Casper__________
Callahan________
Conrad__________
Feit_____________
Gale----------------------
Rosen -------------------
Sullivan_________
Tavel______f*
Trotter -___£5^

Tele. Room----------
Holmes__________
Gandy___________

so :T
♦Veterans Administration and Passport jbffice, Department of State.

NOTE: See cbver memorandum Cleveland 
regarding Melvin Robert Laird 
OJA: ama.

________ ]iatpd 1/2/69

Special Inquiry-Nixon Administration 
b6

* __ 4?
TELETYPE UNIT I I | TO

b7C

ROOM 1260.
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b3

■ A

} 0? ?'' _

■•' .Ch •

;er v0^

ITCCTO
REQ- REC’D J

NOV 201981 '
ANS.

>
- .- *-1 ‘ L i - .

I
L & t

b3 
b6
b7C 
b7E



January 2, 1969

<>O^ 2, 3 198^
1^^ ■

I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Birth

5/^/4,a

Representative Laird w bornon^September 1, 1922, 
in Omaha,...Nebraska.--- , '

Education /Sc O A'1/ '. ■zr- y --, • ; 7 '' *

Representative Laird attended Carleton Colle jo, / < •' z 
Northfield., Minnesota, from September, 1940, to June, 1943. -—- 
Thereafter, while serving on active duty in the United States 
Navy, he attended St* Mary’s College, Winona, Minnesota, and . / ' . 
the Naval Supply Corps School, Wellesley, Massachusetts, and /'/ GjG, 
he was awarded a B.A. degree by Carleton. College on May 29,------ ’
1944.

Employment

Representative Laird was employed by the Connor Lumber 
and Land Company, Marshfield, Wisconsin, as Assistant Secretary 
from June, 1946, to August, 1952. In connection with this 
employment, he served as Secretary of the Laoha^Northern - ; 
Railroad, and Secretary of the Connor Builders Supply Company, 
subsidiaries of the Coxmoi' Lumber and .Land Company.

In 1946 Representative Laird was elected to the 
Wisconsin State Senate, Madison, Wisconsin, and he served in that 
capacity’until 1952. .

He has been a United States Representative from Wisconsin
Tolson ______ .___
DeLoach _________ 
Mohr_____________  
Bishop_________ _
Casper___________ 
Callahan __________ 
Conrad ___ _________  
Felt_____________
Gale_____________ 
Rosen ___________  
Sullivan_________  
Tavel ____________ 
Trotter_______ ___  
Tele. Room______
Holmes__________  
Gandy ___________

since January, 1953. He is a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the United States House of Representatives 
and he is presently serving dn 1. ... 1‘ _____ -
Subcommittee on Labor, Health 
Committee on Appropriations

OJA: camGfyG

r
the Subcommittee on Defense and the
Education, and Welfare of the

MAIL ROOM I-------1 TELETYPE UNIT I I Return to Room 1260
b6
b7C



Melvin Robert Laird

The files of the Department of State indicate 
Representative Laird has served in the past as a Congressional 
adviser on United States delegations to assemblies held by the 
World Health Organization.

On December 11, 1968, Representative Laird was 
designated Secretary of Defense by President-elect Richard M. 
Nixon.

Military Service

Representative Laird enlisted in the United States 
Naval Reserve on May 28, 1942, and he reported for active duty 
on July 1, 1943, at St. Mary’s College, Winona, Minnesota. He 
was appointed a midshipman on December 10, 1943, and on April 19, 
1944, he accepted an appointment as an ensign. Representative Laird 
w<s honorably released from active duty in the United States Navy 
as a lieutenant (j.g.) on April 26, 1946. On May 24, 1967, he 
was honorably discharged from the United States Naval Reserve 
as a lieutenant (j.g.). His service record is clear.

Marital Status

Representative Laird is married to the former 
Barbara Masters. They reside at 5703 Kirkwood Drive, 
Montgomery County, Maryland. They also maintain a residence 
at 313 A East Third Street, Marshfield, Wisconsin.

II. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

Interviews

Warren P. Knowles, Governor of Wisconsin, Madison, 
Wisconsin, advised he has known and worked with Representative Laird 
since 1946 when Representative Laird was first elected to the 
Wisconsin State Senate. He said Representative Laird gained the 
immediate respect of members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
due to his maturity and his manner of handling matters. 
Governor Knowles stated Representative Laird is a man of 
great ability in the fieldsof health, education, and welfare. 
He said he possesses high moral principles and he is a man of 
integrity in his private, social, and political life. 
Governor Knowles advised he has always valued Representative Laird’s 
counsel on governmental problems. He said Representative Laird

- 2 -



Melvin Robert Laird

has the ability to analyze problems and "get down to the meat 
of the situation." He highly recommended Representative Laird 
for a position of trust and responsibility, and stated he is of 
the opinion he is an excellent choice for the position of 
Secretary of Defense.

Edward Heller, Editor of the "Marshfield News Herald," 
a newspaper published in Marshfield, Wisconsin, stated he has 
known Representative Laird and membeis of his family for many 
years. He described Representative Laird as a loyal American 
of excellent character, morals, and reputation, and said he 
considers him a man of the highest integrity. He advised he 
possesses no information of an adverse nature concerning 
Representative Laird or any of his close relatives. Mr. Heller 
stated Representative Laird's experience in the Wisconsin State 
Government and the Federal Government has been in the fields of 
finance and defense. He said he considers Representative Laird 
well qualified for any position of responsibility with the 
Government, and he recoimnended him for employment in such a 
position.

George H. Mahon, United States Representative from 
Texas and Chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 
United States House of Representatives, was interviewed in 
Washington, D. C. He advised he has bden closely associated 
with Representative Laird, professionally and socially, since 
1953. Representative Mahon stated Representative Laird, a member 
of the Committee on Appropriations, has distinguished himself 
as a national authority with regard to legislative matters as 
they relate to the Department of Defense. He said 
Representative Laird, in connection with his participation 
in the affairs of the Committee on Appropriations and its 
Subcommittee on Defense, has dedicated himself to the welfare 
of the country without regard to politics. Representative Mahon 
advised he has no question as to his loyalty, reputation, ethics, 
choice of associates, or sense of dedication to his constituents. 
He said he would recommend^Representative Laird without 
qualification or reservation for a position of trust and 
responsibility with the Government, stating in his opinion 
President-elect Richard M. Nixon made an excellent choice in 
selecting him to be Secretary of Defense.

John W. Byrnes, United States Representative from 
Wisconsin, interviewed in Washington, D. C., advised he has known 
Representative Laird since 1940 when they were classmates at

— 3 —



Melvin Robert Laird

Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota. He said he considers 
Representative and Mrs. Laird and their children among his 
closest personal friends. According to Representative Byrnes, 
Representative Laird's service as a member of the United States 
House of Representatives has been characterized by his complete 
and sincere dedication to his constituents and to the United States. 
He stated he considers Representative Laird a prime example of a 
dedicated public servant whose experience as a member of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the United States House of 
Representatives and its Subcommittee on Defense eminently 
qualifies him for the petition ta which he has been named. 
Representative Byrnes advised he possesses no information of an 
unfavorable nature bearing on Representative laird's character, 
morals, reputation, associates, or loyalty. He highly recommended 
him for a responsible position of trust.

William Proxmire, United States Senator from Wisconsin, 
interviewed In Washington, I). C., advised he has been closely 
associated with Representative Laird personally and professionally 
since 1957. He commented favorably regarding Representative Laird’s 
reputation, morals, loyalty, associates, and Ethics, and stated 
he would not hesitate to recommend him for a position of trust 
and responsibility. Senator Proxmire said Representative Laird 
has repeatedly demonstrated his expert knowledge with respect 
to legislation as it affects the welfare of the United States, 
and stated he considers him an excellent choice for the position 
of Secretary of Defense. He advised that Representative Laird 
is Ideally suited for this position In view of his distinguished 
and honorable service as a member of the Subcommittee on 
Defense of the Committee on Appropriations of the United States 
House of Representatives.

Gaylord Nelson, United States Senator from Wisconsin, 
interviewed in Williamsburg, Virginia, advised he has known 
Representative Laird for about twenty years and said they 
served together In the Wisconsin State Legislature from 1949 
to 1951. He stated they are personal friends and advised they 
are acquainted socially as well as politically. Senator Nelson 
described Representative Laird as a very able, highly dedicated, 
patriotic, and responsible man, and stated he is in possession 
of no Information of an unfavorable nature concerning his 
character, morals, habits, or integrity. He highly recommended 
Representative Laird for a position of trust.

4 «•



Melvin Robert Laird

Twenty-four additional persons, consisting of 
professional associates and social acquaintances, including those 
members of the Committee on Appropriations, United States 
House of Representatives, whose names are set out hereinafter, 
were interviewed during this investigation. They furnished 
favorable comments concerning Representative Laird's character, 
loyalty, reputation, and associates, and he was highly recommended 
for a responsible position of trust. Representative Laird was 
described as an outstanding legislator who is an acknowledged 
expert with regard to defense expenditures and the utilization 
of military personnel, and it was stated he is a man of high 
intellectual ability. He was further described as highly 
capable, very knowledgeable, honest, energetic, and hardworking. 
Persons acquainted with his close relatives said they are 
considered loyal Americans of good reputation.

Frank T. Bow, United States Representative 
from Ohio, interviewed in Washington, D. C.

Glenard P. Lipscomb, United States Representative 
from California, interviewed in Washington, D. C.

Jamie L. Whitten, United States Representative 
from Mississippi, interviewed in Washington, D. C.

Charles R. Jonas, United States Representative 
from North Carolina, Interviewed in Lincolnton, 
North Carolina

Daniel J. Flood, United States Representative 
from Pennsylvania, interviewed in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania

Close Relatives

Representative Laird's father, Melvin R. Laird, Sr,, 
and his brothers, Connor Laird and Richard M, Laird, are deceased. 
He has the following living close relatives in addition to his 
wife, mentioned previously^

Mother Mrs, Helen C. Laird 
Marshfield, Wisconsin
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Credit and Arrest Checks

Information has been received from the appropriate 
credit reporting agencies indicating their files contain either 
no record or no additional pertinent information concerning 
Representative Laird.

The filesof appropriate lav enforcement agencies 
were found to contain no record of Representative Laird or his 
close relatives.

Clearances

The files of the Department of the Navy indicate 
Representative Laird was granted ooeret- security clearances 
in connection with conferences scheduled for May, 1967, and 
June, 1968. These clearances are no longer active.

Miscellaneous

Representative Laird Is the author of a book, 
"A House Divided: America*s Strategy Gap," published in 1962. 
The following appears in the "Book Review Digest" at the Library 
of Congress concerning this book:

"In a world 'half slave and half free* 
Congressman Laird deplores division among 
America's citizens on matters of foreign 
policy. A consensus would be arrived at, he 
feels, If we could have untrammeled discussion, 
or 'dialogue,' among ourselves. ... He believes 
that such agreement must inevitably settle on 
a tough policy of deterrence based on a clearly 
announced intent of reprisal and willingness 
to wage war to win and recover. Specifically, 
Mr. Laird would replace our 'underdog strategy*

- 6 -
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with threats of limited nuclear 
reprisals, arm NATO with nuclear 
defense weapons, test nuclear weapons 
in order to anticipate a new scientific 
breakthrough, train our troops in 
guerrilla warfare, restrict foreign 
aid to deserving neutral nations, and 
reduce taxes with an accompanying curtailment 
of nondefense expenditures."

Agency Checks

Information has been received from the following 
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either 
no record or no additional pertinent information concerning 
Representative Laird:

Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil 
Service Commission; House Committee on 
Un-American Activities; Defense Central 
Index of Investigations, Fort Holabird, 
Maryland; Naval Investigative Service, 
Naval Intelligence Command; Security 
Division, Office of the Secretary of 
Defense; Office of Security. Department b3
of State; ~~| b7E
and the United states secrev Service.

The central files of the FBI, Including the files of 
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent 
information concerning Representative Laird.

- 7 -



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

March 4, 1976

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD

THE INVESTIGATION OF MR. LAIRD COVERED INQUIRIES 
AS TO HIS CHARACTER, LOYALTY, ABILITY, AND GENERAL STANDING, 
BUT NO INQUIRIES WERE MADE AS TO THE SOURCES OF HIS INCOME.

The information in this summary memorandum covers 
the period since January, 1969. Mr. Laird was born on 
September 1, 1922, in Omaha, Nebraska.

Employment

Mr. Laird continued to serve as Secretary of Defense 
until he resigned on January 30, 1973. He has served as a 
consultant, Office of the Secretary of Defense, from 
January 30, 1973, to June 17, 1973, and on an intermittent 
basis from February 1, 1974, to the present.

Mr. Laird served as Counsellor to the President for 
Domestic Affairs, Washington, D. C., from June 18, 1973, to 
January 31, 1974.

Mr. Laird has been serving since February 1, 1974, 
as Senior Counsellor, Reader’s Digest Association, Incorporated, 
in Washington, D. C. .

He also serves or has been serving as a member of 
the boards of several private firms and civic organizations, 
including the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New York, 
New York; Chicago Pneumatic Tool Company, New York, New York; 
Purolator, Incorporated, Rahway, New Jersey; Northwest Airlines, 
Incorporated, Saint Paul, Minnesota; Communications Satellite 
Corporation, Washington, D. C.; John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts, Washington, D. C.; Wolf Trap Foundation 
for the Performing Arts Enterprise, Vienna, Virginia; and 
George Washington University, Washington, D. C.
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Melvin Robert Laird

Marital Status and Residence

Mr. Laird is married to the former Barbara Masters. 
They reside at 5703 Kirkwood Drive, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Interviews

Lee Sherman Dreyfus, Chancellor, University of 
Wisconsin, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, advised he has known 
Mr. Laird for over ten years and considers him a close 
personal friend. He said he considers him to be one of the 
most capable and honest men who has ever served in Government. 
He advised Mr. Laird has a firm and total commitment to the 
Constitution of the United States. He described him as a man 
who is personable, highly respected, and willing to sacrifice 
his personal and family life in service to the United States 
Government. Dr. Dreyfus wholeheartedly and unconditionally 
recommended Mr. Laird for a position of trust and responsibility 
with the United States Government.

Lawrence E. Dahl, District Representative, Office 
of David R. Obey, United States Representative from Wisconsin, 
advised in Wausau, Wisconsin, that he has known Mr. Laird 
for over fifteen years and, in fact, was defeated by him in 
the Congressional election in 1968. He said Mr. Laird is 
conscientious, hardworking, capable, and intelligent. He 
advised that Mr. Laird’s decisions are carefully weighed 
by him and only after making a decision based on his conscience 
would he then consider the political ramifications as they 
apply to the Administration he is serving. He said he believes 
there is no way that partisan political consideration could 
outweigh the judgment of his conscience. He said Mr. Laird 
is an honest and loyal American who if recalled to the service 
of the Federal Government would perform in his usual outstanding 
•manner. He recommended him without reservation for any position 
of trust with the United States Government.

Carl I. Wallace, Senior Vice President, Purolator, 
Incorporated, Washington, D. C., advised he has known Mr. Laird 
for twenty-five years. He said he worked for Mr. Laird as 
his Administrative Assistant while he was in Congress and 
as his Special Assistant while he was Secretary of Defense. 
Mr. Wallace stated that his character, reputation, and 
associates are above reproach. He described Mr. Laird as 
being an honest, straightforward, and intelligent individual 
who is knowledgeable in Government affairs and is well qualified

- 2 -
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for any position. He very highly recommended him 
for a position of trust and responsibility with the United 
States Government.

Robert Lee Rybarczyk, Chairman, Marathon County, 
Wisconsin, Democratic Party, advised in Schofield, Wisconsin, 
that he knows Mr. Laird personally, but mainly by reputation. 
He said Mr. Laird was of tremendous service to his constituency 
during his terms as a legislator from the State of Wisconsin 
as he was fair, impartial, and responsive to their needs. 
He said he is highly respected by Marathon County, Wisconsin, 
Democrats for his past Government service. He advised 
Mr. Laird possesses an extremely incisive mind and is a 
deliberate and thorough thinker. He said he has no reservations 
with regard to his character and recommended him highly for 
any position of confidence and trust with the United States 
Government.

Gaylord Nelson, United States Senator from Wisconsin, 
advised in Washington, D. C., that he has known. Mr. Laird 
very well for many years and knows him to be very capable, 
honest, and trustworthy. He said he regards him as being very 
well qualified and said his character, reputation, associates, 
and loyalty are above reproach. He recommended him for a 
position of trust and responsibility with the United States 
Government.

J. Glenn Beall, Jr., United States Senator from 
Maryland, advised in Washington, D. C., that he has known 
Mr. Laird for many years and described him as a "good man 
in every respect." He said nothing which might reflect 
adversely concerning his character, reputation, associates, 
or loyalty has ever come to his attention. He recommended 
him for a position of trust and responsibility with the 
United States Government.

Charles McC. Mathias, Jr., United States Senator 
from Maryland, advised in Washington, D. C., that he has 
known Mr. Laird very well since 1960. He said he thinks 
very highly of him and considers him to be very capable, 
dependable, and trustworthy. He commented favorably 
concerning his character, reputation, associates, and 
loyalty to the United States. He recommended Mr. Laird 
for a position of trust and confidence with the Federal 
Government.



Melvin Robert Laird

Thirty-eight additional persons, consisting of 
professional associates, social acquaintances, and legislators, 
were interviewed during this investigation. They furnished 
favorable comments concerning his character, loyalty, 
reputation, and associates and they recommended him for a 
position of trust and responsibility with the United States 
Government. Mr. Laird was described variously as highly 
intelligent, straightforward, reliable, and personable. 
It was stated he is a very capable and highly conscientious 
individual who has been able to earn the respect and confidence 
of individuals from every walk of life. Those acquainted 
with his close relatives advised they are reputable individuals.

The following are among those who furnished favorable 
comments concerning Mr. Laird during this investigation:

William Proxmire, United States Senator 
from Wisconsin

John J. Rhodes, United States Representative 
from Arizona

Raymond Tippelt, Mayor, Marshfield, 
Wisconsin -

William Joseph Mulligan, United States 
Attorney, Eastern District of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Carl W. Thompson, Senator, Wisconsin State 
Senate, Madison, Wisconsin

John W. Reynolds, Chief Judge, United 
States District Court, Eastern District 

■ of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Thomas P. Hudson, Chairman of the Board, 
First National Bank, Wausau, Wisconsin

Robert E. Pursley, Vice President, Insilco 
Corporation, Meriden, Connecticut
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Close Relatives

Mr. Laird has the following living close relatives 
in addition to his wife, mentioned previously:

Mother Helen C. Laird
Marshfield, Wisconsin

Credit and Arrest Checks

Information has been received from appropriate 
credit reporting agencies indicating their files contain 
either no information or no additional pertinent information 
concerning Mr. Laird.

Information has been received from appropriate 
law enforcement agencies indicating their files contain 
either no record or no additional information concerning 
Mr. Laird or his close relatives, with the following exceptions:

b6
b7CThe records of the Maryland Motor 

Vehicle Administration, Glen Burnie 
Maryland, disclose I
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Security Clearances

Mr. Laird was granted a top secret clearance on
January 22, 1969, by the Office of the Secretary of Defense 
and this clearance is still active.

In addition, Mr. Laird has been granted secret
clearances by the Defense Industrial Security Clearance 
Office, Columbus, Ohio, in connection with his responsibilities 
at Purolator, Incorporated, Rahway, New Jersey; Communications 
Satellite Corporation, Washington, D. C.; and Northwest 
Airlines, Incorporated, Saint Paul, Minnesota. These 
clearances are still active.

The Energy Research and Development Administration
advised Mr. Laird held a ”Q" clearance from February, 1969, 
to March, 1974, in connection with his duties as Secretary 
of Defense. This clearance is no longer active.

Miscellaneous
b6
b7C

Mr. LairdF

A report of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House of Representatives (now 
defunct), Ninetieth Congress, First Session, 
dated March 31, 1967, entitled ’’Communist 
Origin and Manipulation of Vietnam Week 
(April 8-15, 1967),’’ on page 53, states 
in part, ’’Communists are playing dominant 
roles in the ... Student Mobilization 
Committee ...

The Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil Service
Commission, advised by letter dated July 31. 1972, that 

I I before a determination
was completed.

b6
b7C
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Agency Checks

Information has been received from the following' 
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either 
no record or no additional pertinent information concerning 
Mr. Laird:

Office of the Secretary of Defense;
Defense Industrial Security Clearance. b3
Office, Columbus, Ohio; Defense Central b7E
Index of Investigations; Energy Research 
and Development Administration; ~

and The White tiouse
Office. 1

The central files of the FBI, including the files of 
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent 
information concerning Mr. Laird.
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MEMg)RA^DUM

THE .WHI^S HOUSE 
Washington

February 18, 1976

TO: , FBI

FROM: JANE DANNENHAUER

SUBJECT: FBI INVESTIGATIONS
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(PLEASE EXPEDITE)

Subject's Name______ Melvin R. Laird_______________________________________________

Date of Birth 9/1/22 Place of Birth Omaha, Nebraska______

Pre sent Addre s s:■ 
-

We request:Copy of Previous Report / 
/ 

a 
____Name Check 

> '
_____ XX_______ Full Field Investigation 

(Update '69 report)

The person named above is being considered for:

 White House Staff Position

______ XX______ Presidential Appointment

Attachments:

SF 86 ( in duplicate)

SF 87, Fingerprint Card

XX Biography

Remarks:
Name Check is going.
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,joJ b Great Neck, N.Y., 
* AJtiJje (Pray) L; student
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U.ssey & Co., 1929: tutorial 
, •- «\cr to the arts, 1930-34, 
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. }.v 1952-66. Icctr. English, 
- belles lettres emeritus,
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; ’take Laing Lichtenfeld. With 
*:tb Prudential Ins. Co. Am., 
. d:r. orgn. and methods, 2d v.p., 

Junson Co., N.Y.C. Home: Post

IVpt _

LAIR, CALVIN EUGENE, retired purchasing exec.; b. Topeka. July 
29, J 912; s. Junius C. and Emclia F. Q^^^ncss) L : student U. Neb.. 
1930-32, Washburn U . 1932-33; gr^^Mvanccd Mgmt. Program, 

.^Harvard, 1952;m. ^unioc llam&on, J^BFl939. With Jordan Baking
To., Topeka,’ 1932cM; with N?j Biscuit Co., 1934-72, shipping elk., 
accountant, officer mgr., auditor, flour mill mgr., exec. asst, to v.p. 
purchasing, 1934-56. v.p. purchasing, N.Y.C. 1957-62, sr. v.p., 
1962-72, mem. exec, dept., 1963-72. Past mem. council Wheat and 
Wheal Foods Found. Home: 310 Mawser Lane Naples FL 33940

LAIR, FRANCIS LEO, coop, exec.: b. Albert Lea, Minn., Oc* 12, 
1919; s. Frank and Gertrude Mary (Carey) L.; student Hamihoh Sch. 
Bus., 1938-40; m. Dorothy Mary Sullivan, May 14, 1948; 
children—Kathleen M.. Mary E., Jeanne D., Patrick J. Accountant, 
gen. mgmt, exec., local coops., 1941-42,45-49; various positions mfg. 
and purchasing Nat. Coops., Inc., 1949-61; gen. mgr. Universal 
Coops., Inc. (merger Nat Coops, and United Co-ops), Alliance, O., 
196 J -72. gen. mgr, exec, v.p., 1972—; dir. Freeborn Nat. Bank; dir., 
mem. exec. com. MidAm. Mui. Life Ins. Co. Mem. charter commn. 
City of Albert Lea, Housing and Redcvcl. Authority Albert Lea. Past 
trustee Lea Coll. Served with USAAF, 1942-45. Mem. Am. Legion, 
Coop. League U.S. (dir. mem. exec, com.), Minn. Automobile Assn, 
(dir., mem. exec. com.). Roman Catholic (pres, parish council 
1970-72). Elk, K.C. (4 deg.). Club: Minneapolis Athletic. Home: 2520 
Belle flower Av Alliance OH 44601 Office: 111 Glamorgan St 
Alliance OH 44601

LAIR, ROBERT LOUIS, aircraft co. exec.; b. Albuquerque, Aug. 13, 
1921; s. Louis E. and Inez B. (Mudd) L.; m. June Marie Moran, Aug. 
9,1941; children—Christopher Louis, Catherine Ann, Cynthia Susan. 
With Cessna Aircraft Co., Wichita, Kan., 1953—, sr. v.p., 1969—, also 
dir.; dir. Cessna Finance Co., Cessna Internal. Finance Co., Pennant 
Aviation Co. Bd, dirs. Wichita Symphony Assn. Mem. Am. Inst. 
Aero, and Astronautics, Am. Mgmt, Assn., Army Aviation Assn., 
Nat. Indsl. Conf. Bd., Kan., Wichita chambers commerce, Newcomen 
Soc., Nat. Aero. Assn., Flight Safety Found., Nat. Fgn. Trade Council. 
Home: iOS Woodland Ct Wichita KS 67218 Office: Cessna PO Box 
1521 Wichita KS 67201

LAIRD, ALAN DOUGLAS KENNETH, educator; b. Victoria. Can,, 
Aug. 8,1914;$. George Alexander and Edna A (Foy) L.jcame to U.S., 
1946, naturalized, 1955; B.A.Sc. in Meeh. Engring., U. B.C., 1940; 
M.S., U. Cal. at Berkeley. 1949, Ph.D., 1951; m. Joyce Kathleen 
Morris, Nov. 3, 1941; children—William George, John Douglas, 
Linda Margaret. Engr., Def. Industries Ltd., Montreal, 1’941-45, Leek 
and Co., Vancouver, Can., 1945-46; mem. faculty U Cal. at Berkeley, 
1948—, prof. mech. engring., 1964—, dir. Sea Water Conversion Lab., 
1968—; cons, in field. Mem. Am. Soc. M.E., Am. Assn. U. Profs., 
Sigma Xi, Pi Tau Sigma. Home: 860 Sibert Ct Lafayette CA 94549 
Office: Mech Engring Depi Univ Cal Berkeley CA 94720

:cr;b. Montgomery, W.Va., Aug. 
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nil dir. region IV). Methodist, 
rg.ers. Co-author: Sociological 
articles, monographs. Home: 129 
,cr; Lansing WV 25862

auver; b. Montreal, Que., Can., 
ci (Marshall) L.; B.A., McGill U„ 
m. Kathleen McConnell, May 12, 
Called to bar, Eng., 1939, Que., 
59; practice in Montreal, 1944—; 
x. Clarkson. Parsons, Gonihier & 
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Comml. Trust Co., Lid. Bd. govs. 
- j al Lancers, 1939-43 Clubs: St. 
'-cnee Yacht (Montreal). Home: 
4. 109 PQ Canada Office: 630 
?Q Canada

\>mpany dir.; b. Seattle, Nov. 1, 
Geddes (Scon) L.; B.S. in Meeh.

. Harvard. 1947; m. Janet Emmod 
vbert, Patricia, Cynthia, Martha, 
:r Co.. Dayton, 04 1947-72, exec, 
er. asst, comptroller, comptroller, 
tec. v.p.. 1962-64, pres., 1964-72, 
. Cin. Mdacron, Inc., Armco Steel 
Sinclair Community Coll. Found., 

‘-cn U.. Granville, 6. Served to It. 
bs Wequetonsing (Harbor Springs, 

Cotton Bay (Bahamas). Home;
I 45419 Office: Suite 2850 Waters

liychiatrist; b. Glasgow, Scotland, 
ii. June; children—Adam, Natasha. 
M Bnt. Army. 1951-53; psychiatrist 
Lhr. dept, psychol. medicine U.
Tavistock Inst. Human Relations, 

London, 1962-65; co-foundcr 
•3*»er various colls, in U.S., 1970—. 
The Self and Others, 1961; Sanity, 

’-uh David G. Cooper) Reason and 
;es Philosophy, 1950-60, 1964; 
re Politics of Experience, 1967;Thc 
edit.. 1971; Knots, 1970; Self and 

•con Books 201 E 50th St New York

. ftn service officer; b. Odin Twp., 
i’nd Ida Mabel (Eng) L.; B.A. cum 

< in Internal. Relations, U. Minn.,

LAIRD, DAVID, educator; b. Marshfield, Wis., Oct. 17, 1927; s. 
Melvin Robert and Helen Melissa (Connor) L; Ph.B., U. Chgo., 1947; 
B.A..U. Wis., 1950, M.A., 1951, Ph.D., 1955; student Courtauld Inst., 
1953; m. Helen Astrid Lauritzen, Sept. 10,1955; 1 dau., Vanessa Ann. 
From instr, to asst. prof. Oberlin Co!!., 1955-58: with Cal. State U., 
at Los Angeles, 1958—, chmn. dept. English, 1969—. Mem. Western 
Shakespeare Seminar; cons, to Choice. Uhrig Found, grantee, 
1964-65; Fulbright fellow, 1953-54. Mem. Malone Soc.. Modern 
Lang, and Lit. Assn. Contbr. articles to profl. jours. Home: 565 Milton 
Dr San Gabriel CA 91775 Office: California Stale U Los Angeles CA 
90032

LAIRD, EMILY RUTH, artist; b. Houston, Mar. 21,1921; d. James 
Jr! bnd Beulah Floride (Mullikin) Laird; student U. Tex. at Austin, 
1941-42, Cranbrook Acad. Art, 1953-55. Sec.-treas. Laird Lumber 
Co., Houston, 1945-53; instr. Art. U. Houston, 1955-58, U. St. 
Thomas, Houston, 1956-58; asst, dean Mus. Fine Arts, Houston, 
1958-68; one woman shows include Elizabeth Ney Mus., Austin, 
1970, Cranbrook Mus., Bloomfield Hills, Mich., 1954, Beaumont 
(Tex.) Mus., 1958, Rice U. Gallery, i960, U. Houston, 1957; group 
shows include Everson Mus., Syracuse, N.Y., Met. Mus., Boston 
Mus., Bklyn. Mus., Contemporary Craft Mus., N.Y.C; represented in 
permanent collections Everson Mus., Contemporary Crafts Mus., 
Children’s Mus., Detroit, Cranbrook Mus.; executed fountain, New 
Harmony, Ind., 1960, baptismal font Si. Basil’s Ch., Angehon, Tex., 
1962, altar pieces Chape! Rice U., 1962-73. Travel study grantee Tex. 
Swedish Cultural Found., 1955. Recipient Purchase award Internal. 
Invitational Exhbn., Syracuse Mus., 1957; named Woman of Yr., 
Houston chpt. Theta Sigma Phi, 1968. Woman of Press for 
outstanding contbn. to field fine art, 1968. Address: 1618 Cherryhurst 
St Houston TX 77006

LAIRD, MELVIN R., former sec. of def.; b. Sept 1, 1922; s. Melvin 
R. and Helen (Connor) L.; B.A., Carleton Coll., 1942; m. Barbara 
Masters; children—John, Alison, David. Mem. Wis. Senate, 1956-52, 
chmn. mil. and vets, affairs com., chmn. legislative council, chmn. tax 
com., mem. Wis. EdnL Commn.; chmn. Republican Conf., 89th-90th 
congresses; sec. of def., 1969-72; domestic adviser to Pres. Nixon, 
1973-74; sr. counsellor Reader’s Digest, 1974—. Chmn. platform 
com. Rep. Nat. Conv., 1964, on appropriations, def., commerce, labor, 
health, cdn., welfare coms.; chmn. Joint Senate-House Com. on 
Statement Rep. Prins., 89th Congress. U.S. del. WHO, Geneva, 1959, 
63, 65. Recipient 15th Ann. Albert Lasker med. award; Man of Year 
award Am. Cancer Soc.-Nat. Assn. Mental Health. Mem. Disabled 
Am. Vets., Mil. Order Purple Heart, 40 and 8. Am. Legion, V.F.W. 
Author: A House Divided: America’s Strategy Gap, 1962. Editor; The 
Conservative Papers, 1964; Republican Papers, 1968. Home: PO Box 
279 Marshfield WI 54449 ——

LAIRD, STEPHEN, fgn. corn; b. Emmaus, Pa., Aug. 1,1915; s. Fred 
R. (D.D.S.) and Mary (Laird) Lichtenwalncr: ?\.B., Swarthmore Coll., 
1936; m. Laci Tucker, Mar. 1, 1940 (div. Sept. 1942); m. 2d, 
Jacqueline Cummins, Jan. 8, 1949; children—Maxime, Christopher. 
Reporter, Chester (Pa.) Times, 1936; staff writer Fortune mag. until 
1939; with Time and Life mags., Washington; Japan, Russia, Germany 
for Time, Inc., 1940-41; chief Time, Inc. London bur., 1942; sr. fgn. 
news writer Time mag., 1943; war corr. Time, Inc., 1943-44; producer 
motion pictures R.K.O., 1944-45; producer-writer motion pictures 
Columbia Pictures, 1945; UN editor, Newsweek mag., 1946; fgn. corr. 
CBS in Paris, Berlin. Nuremberg, Warsaw, London, Washington, 
Geneva, 1946-51; chief information officer tech, assistance program 
FAO, Rome, 1951-52; chief Office Pub. Information, Intcrgovtl. Com. 
European Migration, Geneva, 1952; pub. relations counsellor.

LAIRD, WILLIAM FREDERICK, utilities occ.; b. London, n 
July 15. 1919; s. Walter IL and Marv (Bostwick) L:A.B.,Capiu;f 
1941; LL.B.. Columbia, 1943; m. June L. Bachman. Oct. 3. 104* 
children -Frederick W., John W. to Ohio bar, I94C
practice in Columbus. 1945-51. pvk^^^Kc, 1946-51; see.. 
counsel Ohio Fuel Gas €0.. 195I-63J^^VHj63-67,4Nc$„ |967 
sr. v.p, CohTmbia Gas of Ohio. Ohio ValleyGa> Co., 1963-dI. l‘»u.v 
1967-; dir. Ohio Nai. Bank. Bd. dirs. Met YMCA. Served wnh At 
1943-46.?Mcm. Am, Bar Assn.. Am, Gas Asscu, Columbus C. of ( 
(dirj. Conglist. (trustee) Home: 260 S Parkview St Columbus Ou 
432u9 Office: 99 N Front St Columbus OH 43215

LAIRD, WILLIAM J., co. exec.; b. NcwafKMy 7, I918:s. Wdi,5— 
R. and Winifred (Joyce) L.; B.A., Cath, U. Am., 1941; postered 
Northwestern U.. 1946-49; m. Constance A. Kretschmer, Jan 5 
1945; children—Robert J., Christine C~, Theodore T. High sch. tcht' 
Bklyn., 1941-43; accountant Haskins & SeKs^Chgo., 1946-47.
Co., Chgo., 1947-50; asst, to v.p. finance Signode Steel. Ch?* 
1950-55; partner Duff, /Xnderson Clark, Chgo, 1955-59; v.p. intctnsi 
Sei. Research Assos., 1959-68; pres. Howard W. Sams & Co., Indp.C 
1968-72: pres. National Student Marketag Corp., 1972. jns;r 
evening sch. Northwestern U., 1951-55. Served to It. (jg.) USSR 
1943-46. C.P.A., III. Mem. Phi Beta Kappa. Home: 707 W Maltose St 
Chicago IL 60657 Office: Nat Student Marketing Corp 500 
Michigan Av Chicago IL 60611 ’

LAISE, CAROL CLENDENING, U^. ambassador; b. Winchester, 
Va.,Nov. 14, !9I7;d. James Frederic and Elizabeth Frances (Steven) 
Laisc; A.B., Am. L’., 1938; m. Ellsworth Bunker, Jan. 3, 1967. Wuh 
U.S. Civil Service Commn.. 1940-45; asst. dir. personnel UNRRa. 
1946-48; internal, relations officer State Dept, 1948-56; adviser L* 5* 
delegation to UN. 1949-56, to UNESCO, 1949-56, io WHO, 1953-54. 
1st see. polit. embassy, New Delhi, India, 1956-61; dep. dir. div, S 
Asian affairs State Dept, 1962-65, dir., 1965-66; ambassador to 
Nepal, 1966-73. Mem. Am. Polit. Sei. Assn^Am. Fgn. Service Assn. 
Asia Soc. Home: Kamal Kunj Katmundu Nepal Office: Dept of State 
Washington DC 20525

LAISE, FREDERIC STEVENS, orgn. exec.; b. Ridgewood. NJ. 
Mar. 30, 1914; s. J. Fred and Elizabeth (Stevens) L.; siudcni Deep 
Springs Colk. 1931-34, George Washington U., 1935; m. Hdeo 
Burdette Hunt, Feb. 20, 1937; children—Cari Stevens, Mary 
Burdette. Asso., Alexander Brown & Sons, investment bankers, 
Washington, 1935-42; field rep., later asst. mgr. Eastern area hdqrs. 
A.R.C., 1942-48. asso. nat. dir. fund raising, 1949-50, nat. dir. fund 
raising. 1949-51, dep. mgr. Midwestern area hdgrs., I951-55r mgr 
Midwestern area, 1955-62. nat. v.p., 1962—. Trustee Deep Springs 
(Cal.) Coll. Served as it. USNR, 1944. Home: 3317 N Vermont St 
Arlington VA 22207 Office: 17th and E Sts NW Washington DC 
20006

LAITINEN, HERBERT AUGUST, educator; b. nr. Wadena, Minn.. 
Jan. 17,1915; s. Nestor Alfred and Minnie(Kikkari) L;B. Chemistry. 
U. Minn., 1936, Ph.D., 1940; m. Marjorie Violet Gorans, June 15. 
1940; children—Kenneth, Richard, Roger. Asst, in chemistry V. 
Minn., 1936-39, Shevlin fellow, 1939-40; chemist Russcn-Milkr 
Milling Co., Mpls., summers 1939-40; mem. faculty U. ill., 1940—. 
successively instr., asso. chemistry, asst, and asso. prof., prof.. J947—. 
head div. analytical chemistry, 1953-67; chemist Grasselli chcm. div, 
E. L du Pont de Nemours & Co., summer 1941; vis. prof. U. Cal. at 
Los Angeles, summer 1956. Mem. chemistry adv. com. USAF Office 
Sci. Research, 1957, chemistry adv. panel NSF, 1966-68. com. 
analytical chemistry NCR, 1948-55, 61—. Recipient Fisher award 
analytical chemistry. 1961; Guggenheim fellow, 1953,62. Mem. Am. 
Chern. Soc. (chmn. div. analytical chemistry 1953, councilor). 
A.A.A.S., Finnish Chcm. Soc. (corr.), Electrochcm. Soc., N.Y. Acad. 
Seis., Internal. Union Pure and Applied Chemistry (see. commn. 
elcctrochem. data). Sigma Xi, Pht Lambda Upsilon, Alpha Chi Sigma. 
Author: (with 1.M, Kolthoff) pH and Elecifo-Tiirations. 1941; 
Chemical Analysis, 1960. Adv. bd. Analytical Chemistry, 1949-52. 
Editor monographs and spl. pubis., Elcctrochem. See., 1959-67; asst- 
ediior Analytics Chimica Acta, 1961-65; editor Analytical Chemistry. 
1966—. Home: 609 Hessel Blvd Champaign IL 61820 Office: U III 
Urbana IL 61801. Never take yourself too seriously; never fail to late 
others seriously enough.

LAITONE, EDMUND VICTOR, educator; b. San Francisco, Sept 
6,1915; s. Victor S. and Alina (Hintikka) L.; B.S., U. Cal. at Berkeley. 
1938; M. A., Stanford, 1944, Ph.D., 1960; m. Dorothy E. Bishop. Sept. 
1,1951; children—Ivan V., Edmund Victor 111, Jonathan A., Victora 
D. Aero. engr. NACA, 1939-45, Corneil Aero. Lab., Buffalo. 1945-47; 
prof. mech. engring. U. Cal. at Berkeley, 1947—, chmn. aero, sav 
div., 1963-68, Miller research prof., 1960*61; U.S. Slate Dept 
exchange prof. Moscow (USSR) U., 1964; vis. fellow Balliol Coil
Oxford (Eng.) U.» 1968; cons, to industry and govt., 1943—. Asso. 
fellow Am. Inst. Acros. and Astronautics; mem. Am. Math. Soc.. Am- 
Phys. Soc., Sigma Xi. Author tech, articles. Home: 6915 Wilson Way 
El Cerrito CA 94530 Office: Dept Mech Engring Univ of California 
Berkeley CA 94720

LAJEUNESSE, VICTOR JOSEPH, retired meta! products mfg. 
exec.; b. Cohoes, N.Y., Feb. 8, 1904; s. Peter Joseph and Osnnda 
(Robitaile) L.; m. Beatrice Renaud, Nov. 7, 1906: children—Victor 
Joseph, Thomas Renaud, Louise Yvonne. With Gen. Electric Co. 
1918-39; with Union Metal Mfg. Co., Canton, O„ 1939-70, pre*-. 
1958-70, chmn. bd., 1965-70, now dir.; dir. Harter Bank & Trust Co 
Home: 2735 Brentwood Rd NW Canton OH 44708 Office: 143. 
Maple Av NE Canton OH 44705

LAKE, CHARLES WILLIAM, JR., printing co. excc.; b. LaPw. 
Ind., June 21, 1918; s. Charles William and Jessie Mac (Lyon) L« 
student U. Wis., 1936-37; B.S., Cornell U.. 1941; M.B.A.. U. Chgo- 
1949; m. Louise Safford Sprague, July 4, 1946; children-CharkJ 
William, Elizabeth Sprague With R.R. Donnelley & Sops Co.. Chg’*- 
1946—, successively asst, to treas., mgr. mgmt, studies, din ind« 
engring., 1947-56. dir. engring. research and dcvcl.. 1956-58.
operating, 1958-59, dir. Chgo. mfg. div., 1959-63, dir «’»< 
1963-64, v.p. co., 1953-63, sr. v.p., 1963-64, pres., 1964 
dir. No. Trust Co. Mem. vis.com. Div. Sch., also citizens bd-1 
trustee engring. council, univ. council Cornell U.; bd. dirs. John Oetat 
Library. Served from 2d II. to capt.. ordnance, AUS. 1941-40 
III. Mfrs. Assn, (dtr.), Am. Imu indsl. Engrs., Tau Bet* P».
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b7CWFO 161-5232

KDP:kah
1

The following investigation was conducted at the 
George Washington University on February 25, 1976, by SA

£



b6
b7C

WPO 161-523?
AEJ:smv 
1

The- fnllpwlnp- invent5 ration was conducted by
Special Agent (SA) |on March 1, 1976:

|___________________ |, Personnel Department, Computers
Satellite Corporation, COMSAT, 3^0 L’Enfant Plaza, S.E., 
Washington, D.C., advised appointee, MELVIN LIARD, is known to 
be. considered a bona fide employee of COMSAT. He does 
serve on the Board of Directors. ' .

I has served on 
the Board of Directors! I and continues
to serve in that capacity. Meetings arc hold every 
third Friday of each month and Board D ire ctors and other 
members of the* board meet . I I commented favorably
concerning his character, associates, reputation, and 
loyalty. He described the appointee as one who docs an 
outstanding job and his conscientious. Ho highly 
recommended him for a position of trust and confidence 
with the United States Government.



"po 161-5232
RFQ:brs

. b6
b7C

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Arent (SA)| ~ on ’larch 1, 1976:

The honorable GLET- DAVIC, listed reference,, 
advised that he has been acquainted with the appointee for 
a -ood many years. He further stated that he knew the . 
appointee’s parents and that he met the appointee sometime 
in the late 1940’s. He has worked politically and socially 
with the appointee and served with him in the House of 
Representatives for a period o’" four years. He added that 
he also served with him while the appointee was working for 
the Department of Defense. DAVIS advised that he currently 
meets socially with the aonointee and enjoys rolf matches 
at local yolf clubs. He praised the character, associates, 
reputation and loyalty of the appointee and recommended 
him for a position of trust and confidence with the U.f. 
Government. ■



V"'-' ■ ■' hi'—./ h 7 b7C ' ■, '> ,J >
/ - /■ ' ■ . ;.V ... • ■' . ■./' -''.’'.r . -h‘ ' ■ : '

WO 161-5232 v ’7

; .WOMilmb - J77j ? '7- ' •/ . . ' 7 ’ y < <. ■ ;
'C,- ; 7^7' ; ASSOCIATES ?:.7.77‘ "

______ , The following investigation was conducted by 
SA|_____________________________ I on 2/26/76: ■ >

~ ''7'/ / ’ ’ . ■' LAWRENCE S .EAGLEBURGER, Deputy Under Secretary .
for.MAn^ , U. S. Department, of Stated-advised’"that i- 
he had known MELVIN ROBERT LAIRDfor approximately, 20 years 
on both a professional and social basis. He stated that 
the appointee is a dedicated and conscientious individual 
and one »of th^-fipest mdn he knows ■. He stated the i ' 
appointee is a real patriot and superb public servant/

' .-Mr. EAGLEBURGER concluded 'by stating he,,had. .
no reason to question the-/appointee^s character, reputation, 
associates, loyalty or personal habits and highly ' ?
recommended him for aposition of trust and confidence 
with the U. S. -Goyerimien^ . ; ; ’ _ h, - 7 ' ' '





WFO 161-5232 \
RFQilmb . ■ -■ '■ < ; ~ . ' ; ■ ■ ' ?• ’
i . v ■ . ■ ■.- ■' . • '*■/ ' y' ■ ' , ... - / .

• / . . ‘ ■ --'A ' ' . ■ ' ' ' ' < •
' ■ ■../ 'b-b • ■ ■" ' •' ;■. / ■ b6

. . ■/ " MXXELLANEOUS ■ ’ ’ ' : < ’’ ’ ' ■ b7c

’ _______ , _______ (caused a search to be made '
of the files of the 3ufeau of Personnel investigations, , . 
Ciyil Service Cdmmission, and was advised on 3/1/76, ' -;
that ho additional pettinent information was found concerning 
the appointee. . ’ . " ", ' ’ . - ' ' ' "

On 3/2/76.1 I caused a search to he made .
of the files of theU. S. Secret Service, Department of , ' ,
the Treasury, and was advised that no additional oertihent 
information was found concerning the appointee.\
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March 19, 1976

BY LIAISON

Miss Jane Dannenhauer 
Staff Assistant {Security) 
The White House 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Dannenhauer:
b3 Per IRS

Reference is made to my letters dated March 4, 
1976, and March 8, 1976, which furnished you with the^ 
results of investigation concerning Mr, Melvin BoberV'Laird.

This completes our investigation.

i

Sincerely yours,

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director

NOT RECO^DEO
Assoc. Dir. ■ 

Dop. AD Adm._ 
Dep. AD 1nv._

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.________  
Comp. Syst. — 
Ext. Affairs - 
Files & Com.__MPDtpj 
Gen. Inv.______  
(dent. — 
Inspection_____  
Intell. _________  
Laboratory_____ 
Legal Coun. 
Plan. & Eval.

23 APR 6 1976

RETURN TO ROOM 3125 /
GPO : 1975 0- 55TELETYPE UNIT



THE WHITE HOUSE
< WASHINGTON

TO: FBI, LIAISON

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING

SUBJECT: FBI Investigations

Subject’s Name LAIRD, Melvin

Date of Birth ■ Place of Birth 01115113’ NE

Present Address 5703 Kirkwood Drive. Bethesda. MD_____________________  l

We request: ___________________ Copyof JEreyjous Report
/^Name Check x Expanded Name Check

 Full Field Investigation NO IRS TO FBI

_________________ Limited Update

The person named above is being considered for: 

 White House Staff Position 

X Presidential Appointment

Attachments:

___________________ SF 86 1 2

 SF 87, Fingerprint Card

______________________  SF 86z Supplement

Remarks/Special Instructions:
PLEASE EXPEDITE - EXPANDED NAME CHECK

OCT & 5 &S4

Business Address: Senior" Counselor, National & 
International Affairs
Reader’s Digest Assoc., Inc.
1730 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Suite 212 
Washington,

Phone numbers: 223-1642
652-4449



,:Ci.4-..' ........ ;:■.;;

INDICES CHECKS

’ 0£IS-itoW'W5S-  ̂
^-\e^TTS~ Room 4166 TL 232 -- 

ELSUR Room 4^97 TLU4- 
NCIC Room 7233 TV 243 ■ 

Wanted S CCH Files 
Attn: |____

FROM: SPECIAL INQUIRY Room 5161 TL 233

—u-....

SUBJECT: MZkViM fjjbBSAT ^ift& , SPIN, BUDED:^^.^/^^.

The Bureau has been’ requested to conduct an expedite 
investigation of the above-captioned subject, who is., being 
considered for an unspecified. Presidential appointment. The 

~ indicated unit is requested to check appropriate' indices based
~ upon available information concerning subject, employment," and

all close relatives. It is requested that the results of your, 
checks, positive or negative, be indicated in the spaces provided 

~ _ below, and relayed to the Special Inquiry Unit (SPIN), Room 5161, 
y. ■ TL 233^‘via routing slip marked ’’Urgent”, on or- before Buded.

2 . Subject is described as follows: ~

%ulF~ ~ ~ Name:
. . DOB:^^/^-------- -------------------- —- ................ ;---------- - ----------Z“

TO------- "“SSANrjggi^ -̂--——-----------— 
 - Z* - /Current residence: ^7^3 JtirHajoodrA r.~ ~----------------- ---------

employment: feAtete Aigzst tissue.

Close Relatives:

ksult Relationship \rMMme . •
! -

DOB" Residence-



i4.4..U1U£Ej

TO

INDICES CHECKS

OCIS 3050 TL 231
Room. 4166 TL 232

ELSUR Room 4997~TM44^
NCiU Ro'om"/^ IL "MS— 

Wanted S CCH Files 
Attn: I

b6
b7C

FROM: SPECIAL INQUIRY Room 5161 TL 233

SUBJECT: /y)£AV/A/ fi0BSAT ^ifL6 SPIN, BUDED: •'

The Bureau has been requested to conduct an expedite 
investigation of the above-captioned subject, who is. being 
considered for an unspecified.Presidential appointment. The ?

- .j. indicated unit is requested to check appropriate' indices based I
upon available information concerning subject, employment/and • i
all close relatives. It is requested that the results of your. ?
checks, positive or negative, be indicated in the spaces provided ;

- . below, and relayed to the Special Inquiry Unit (SPIN), Room 5161, s
- - / - . TL 233, ‘via routing slip marked "Urgent”, on or before Buded. r

’ ■'........................................................................................ ....... . *-'7 . - * “ ‘y ’ “___ x ‘ .
~ . Subject described as follows:

Name: i j

---------  " “Current residencer ~ ------ -------------- -
,*K. ... ,!/}„, Ao
- - - - /VA Employment: iQ/G££r : - - I

J0.fi. <_______ ■ ■ '
r:* ' ' ' i

Close Relatives: [
•• Ir

isult Relationship .rNHme . ■ DOB - Residence- [

I

hnck rnnrbirtAfl K^-

b6
b7C



INDICES CHECKS
OCIS Ro^^3050 TL 231 t*

*1
\b6 

b7C 
b7E

FROM: SPECIAL INQUIRY Room 5161 TL 233 ’

SUBJECT: MMlV f^B^r ^ifLb , SPIN, BUDED:

The Bureau has been’ requested to conduct an expedite 
investigation of the above-captioned subject, who is. being 
considered for an unspecified.Presidential appointment. The 
indicated unit is requested to check appropriate’indices based 
upon available information- concerning subject, employment,"and 
all close relatives. It is requested that the results of your, 
checks, positive or negative, be indicated in the spaces provided 
below, and relayed to the Special Inquiry Unit (SPIN), Room 5161, 

; TL 233, 'via routing slip marked ’’Urgent”, on or before Buded. .

.. Subject is described as follows: ~ ’

— ' NamVfjas^^ 

~ ------------—----------- • " " '
-------------;- - --------

~........ . — ~ Current residence ^7^3 KtrHiHeer~" ’ —”5'~~-------  - •

• j /McL ‘ .
Employment: *

cVAs^jfO^TCA/j ad. .. ’

-’ Close Relatives:

Relationship .rNHme . ■ DOB Residence-



INDICES CHECKS t _ * , ■

, ? TCT: <OSlSlWi 3050 TiTBT*^
' rib Houin 41 ou' n --------

* ELSUR Room 4997 TL 11.4 .
NCIC Room 7233 TL 243

Wanted fi CCH Elles___
Attn:I _________

FROM: SPECIAL INQUIRY Room 5161 TL 233

SUBJECT: MELVIN fijosiAT , SPIN, BUDED: '*

The Bureau has been requested to conduct an expedite 
investigation of the above-captioned subject, who is.being 
considered for an unspecified.Presidential appointment. The 

- :J.- indicated unit is requested to check appropriate ’ indices based
- -■ upon available information concerning subject, employment/and

all close relatives. It is requested that the results of your, 
checks, positive or negative, be indicated in the spaces provided 

~ _ below, and relayed to the Special Inquiry Unit (SPIN), Room 5161, 
. TL 233, ‘via routing slip marked ’’Urgent”, on or-before Buded.

’ H • Subject is described as follows: —

isult Name: AcSSAT.

- - Current residence : <!r£) r.

Employment: e. ~
tie.

Close Relatives:

isult . Relationship ..rNgme . • DOB • Residence.



fflEkVlV KoAt/L-r'^tHo

9/r/A^ Fob:
fits: KirKujoccL fa.

’SdhrS^.Q- j ffl<L.

SSflNi

£f?^SRk V/&SST /?55oc. Z»r. 

LMfiJHlMr'toM , DC

t«92Z 32 w0

b6
b7C \\^-l
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Memorandum
b6
b7C

/ Subject :MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD
CASE RE-OPENING

Exec AD Adm.____  
Exoc AD Inv._____  
Exec AD LES_____  

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Servs._____  
Crim. Inv.
Ident.------------------  
Insp. .. . , 
Intell. ------------------  
Lab.--------------------

Date November 27, 1 98Vo1 Cou"-----  
' Off. Cong. &

Public Affs. _ 
Rec. Mgnt.____  

Tech. Servs.__  
Training______  

Telephone Rm.____  
Director's Sec'y___

Purpose: To advise that the Bureau has been requested by b6
Richard Nauser, Deputy Counsel to the President, on b7c

November 20, 1984, to secure additional information regarding a 
preliminary injunction brought against Mr. Laird by the United States 
Army in 1970, at Baltimore, Maryland. .

Recommendation: That a limited inquiry be opened and assigned to 
I |for the purpose of determining the full

details of civil action being brought by the United States Army 
, against Mr. Laird in 1970, at Baltimore, Maryland.

L
Details: During a recent SPIN-ENC conducted concerning Mr. Laird, 

information was developed that indicated Mr. Laird was the 
subject of a preliminary injunction brought by the United States Army 

! in 1970. This information was furnished to the White House in a
summary dated November 15, 1984. On November 20, 1984, Mr. Richard 
Hauser, Deputy Counsel to the President telephonically requested that 
additional inquiries into this matter be conducted. Baltimore is 
being contacted to conduct appropriate investigation at the United 
States District Court in Baltimore, Maryland, to resolve this matter. 
It is noted that FBIHQ in contact with the White House concerning 
this matter had been previously advised that additional inquiries 
were not necessary and, therefore; no additional investigation was

FBI/DOJ



’ :<r USE
- Scx,u.*;! I ? ufHCE

United Sta^ Department

Washington, D.C. '20520

April 16, 1987 ’*

FEDERAL GOVEBHME®?',

Mrs. Jane Dannenhauer
Special Assistant - Security 
Room 84
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Dannenhauer:
Melvin Rober^^aird, who was born September 1, 1922 Omaha, 

Nebraska*,—has-been appointed by the Secretary oF~STaTe“to head 
the Moscow Assistance Review Panel at the Department of State. 
It is understood that FBI inquiries were previously completed 
at the direction of The White House.

It would be 
this office 
Laird.

appreciated 
with a copy

if you would ask the Bureau to furnish 
of its previous reports concerning Mr.

Sincerely,

Louis Schwartz Jr., Di ctor 
Bureau of Diplomatic Security

Summary memoranda dated 
12-13-84, 11-15-84, 3-4-76, 
and 1-2-69 furnished to
DOS on 4-27-87. ■'

? JUN 2 1987



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON

TO: TEI, LIAISE

HOil: ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR.

SUMECT? TEI Ixxveadgations

August 14, 1987

(Date)

Subject's LAIRD, MELVIN ROBERT(SS#; 392-14-5736)

Dace of Birth 9/1/22, Place of Birth Omaha,. NE

PzaaoaC Address 5 703 Kirkwood Dr., Bethesda, MD 20816

Ue request: Copy of Previous Hapcrt

H®a Check x Nana

 Tull Plaid Investigation KO IBS TO TEI 

Limited, Update 

Ths person n anted above is being considered for: '

. White Sousa Staff Position

x •
• Presidential AppoinCaant

Attachments

SF 86 1 2

87, Fingerprint Card

Racxarks/Special Instructions:
Business address:

EXPANDED NAME CHECK:

PLEASE EXPEDITE

Sr. Counsellor, National & International Affairs
Readers Digest Association
1730 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Suite 212
Washington, DC 20036

Phone numbers: 202-223-1642 business-, 
301-652-4449 home /> >>

President s Commission on Privatization
NOTE: WE DO HAVE /COPIES. ’OF THE 1969,-1976 REPORTS and the 

EXPANDEDNAME CHECK AND LIMITED INQUIRY-1984



LAIRD, MELVIN R-, former secretary of defense; b. Omaha. Sept I, 
1922: s. Melvin R. and Helen (Connor) L; m. Barbara Masters; 
children: John. Alison. David. BX, Carleton Coll., 1942. Mem. Wis. 
Senate. 1946-52; chmn. Wis. Legis. Council; mem. 83d-90th 
Congresses, chmn. Rep. Conf., mem. Appropriations corn., chmn. 
House Rep. Minority, mem. Rep. Coordinating com.; sec. of def.. 
1969-72; domestic adviser to Pres. Nixon. 1973-74; sr. counsellor nat. 
and internal, affairs Reader's Digest Assn.. 1974—; dir. Chgo. 
Pneumatic Tool Co.. Mel. Life Ins. Co.. Northwest Airlines. 
Communications Satellite Corp.. Investors Group of Cos., Phillips 
Petroleum Co., Sci. Applications. Inc., Martin Marietta Corp. Author: 
A House Divided: America's Strategy Gap. 1962; Editor: The 
Conservative Papers. 1964, Republican Papers, 1968. Bd. dirs. Thomas 
Jefferson Found. U. Va., World Rehab. Fund. Boys Clubs Am.. 
George Washington U.; trustee Kennedy Center; chmn. nat. def. 
project Am. Enterprise Inst; vice chmn. platform com. Rep. Nat. 
Conv., 1960. chmn., 1964. Decorated Order of Merit 1st class Fed. 
Republic Germany; comdr. Nat. Order Legion of Honor. France; 
recipient 15th Ann. Albert Lasker med. award; Man of Year award 
Am. Cancer Soc.-Nat. Assn. Mental Health; Humanitarian award 
John E. Fogany Found, for Mentally Retarded. 1974; Presdl. Medal of 
Freedom. 1974. Mem. Disabled Am. Vets., Mil. Order Purple Heart. 
40 and 8. Am. Legion, VFW. Office: 1730 Rhode Island Ave NW 212 
Washington DC 20036



THE WHITE HOUSE

TO:

WASHINGTON

TSI, HIXSON

August 14, 1987

CUote)

TTy? ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR.

SnEJECT: KI lHve*eigatlc=c

Subject’s y*~' LAIRD, MELVIN ROBERT(SS#: 392-14-5736)

Data cf Birth blasts of Birth Omaha, NE

___  _ ,,1—.. 5703 Kirkwood Dr., Bethesda, MD 20816 Pr»«wit Aaosvaa _ ■, — ■

Us raqusac:  Copy of Proviso Sapors 

 Head Check X Rmn Chsdt

Tull yield IixvMCigrtica S3 IES TO TEI

_____________ Idrdtrd Update

Ths pazaco abenr* la bolas canaldared for: 

. White Houas Staff Toritier
x *• Presidential Appciutreat

Attachments: 

_______  S? K 1 2 

 S? 87, Tiagerptiat Card

_____________________ Sr £C, Sirxilerent

RjTg-rrke/Special Instructions: EXPANDED NAME CHECK:

PLEASE EXPEDITE

EXPANDED NACi i JUGJ’J W_______  
A search of ti.j rccoido Gl ti.iprG^.'ij United 
States Attorney’s Oh ices, too cent, al records 
at FBI Headquarters, the records of the 
Identification Division, the fiJ. of

Business address: Sr. Counsellor, National & International Affairs 
Readers Digest Association
1730 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Suite 212 
Washington, DC 20036

Phone numbers: 202-223-1642 business
301-652-4449 home

President's Commission on Privatization
NOTE: WE DO HAVE COPIES OF THE 1969, 1976 REPORTS and the 

EXPANDED NAME CHECK AND LIMITED INQUIRY-1984

appropriate field as 1 J. rs
approprir'.e ccn >•’ C.'?'. h a did not
identify any pt/.J.... t . .Jon idcxJJble 
vaCh the subject c/ f J J ,"vy (based cn the 
cJ~ provided)............................ ■ g-jcu!*;; cf
pnpi 
Exp?1

com m i 
dated:

ac.syrouru ir.vcs’/''.
bod Hama CnocJs). ■ ; 
s), provided to your c ;l 
jmoa::on(s) _

wJv 1 b u.

’ ■), and/or 
c/or regular name

.c oy

JUJG 2 3 IS
Assistant Director
Criminal Investigative
Division





. NCIC
Room 4997
Room 7233 243 

les

NADDIS
A

GCIS, ISIS, AND E^ered on 8/17/8
—_ -

b6
b7C
b7E

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SPECIAL INQUIRY RcomIBOSo TL 254 

MELVIN LAIRD t r SPIN, -BUDED: ^/24/87

The Bureau has been requested to conduct an expedite 
investigation of the above-captioned subject, who is being 
considered for an unspecified Presidential appointment. The 
indicated unit is requested to check appropriate indices based 
upon available information concerning subject, employment, and" 
all close relatives. It ‘is requested that the results cf your 
checks, positive or negative, be indicated in the spaces provided 
below, and relayed to the Special Inquiry Unit (SPIN) , Room 1B0S5 
TL 254, via routing slip marked "URGENT", on-or before ’ BUDED.

Employment: Sr. Counsellor, National&International Affairs 
Readers Digest Association, 1730 Rhode Island
Ave. NW, Suite 212, Washington, DC
Close Relatives

Result Relationship DOE Residence

b6
b7C



TO: ELSDr 
(• ncic

Ro cm 499/ IL 114
Room 7233 IL 243

R PC- Jilas____

Actr.:
NADDIS

b6
b7C
b7E

OCIS, ISIS, AND E:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

d on 8/17/87

MELVIN LAIRD i r SPIN, -BODED: 8/24/87

The Bureau has beer requested to conduct ar expedite 
investigation of the above-captioned subject,. who is being 
considered for an unspecified Presidential appointment. The 
indicated unit is requested to check appropriate indices based 
upon available information concerning subject, employment, and’ 
all close relatives. It ’is requested that the results of your 
checks, positive or negative, be indicated in’the spaces provided 
below, and relayed to the Special Inquiry Unit (SPIN) , Room. 1E035 
TL 2o4, via routing slip marked "URGENT", cn-or before' BUDED.

Subject is described as follows:

Name: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD________________
DCS: ~ 9/1/22 - ' '
BOB: .Omaha, NE •

' SSAN: ~ 392-14-5736 r ~
Current residence: 5703 Kirkwood Drive ______ ‘ *____

• Bethesda, MD________________________
Employment: Sr. Counsellor, National&International Affairs

• ’ Readers Digest Association, 1730 Rhode Island
r Ave.,_ NW, Suite 212, Washington, DC ’ 
Close Relatives .

Result DOB Residence



EXPANDED NAME CHECKS

WFO RECORD CHECK - ROUTING SLIP

FROM^Z^SAC, WFO (161-5232 ), (A-1 ( RUC )■
TO: (IP DIRECTOR, FBI -

ROOM, 5161 
SPIN UNIT

MELVIN ROBER^SlRD

SPECIAL INQUIRY-EXPANDED NAME CHECK
BUDED 8/24/87

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL FBI FIELD
OFFICES, DATED q/i7 /Q7 .

IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUEST CONTAINED IN REFERENCED 
TELETYPE THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED:

INDICES SEARCHED 8/24/87 BY

CFR SEARCHED _____ 8/24/87 ______ , BY CLERK

ELSUR SEARCHED _ 8/24/87 ______ , BY CLERK

NO IDENTIFIABLE RECORD OBTAINED.

CLERK
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

~ "IQjfge job tbat-Laird "a^ 
.iff?
O, U?'gropp^of prominent citizen^

BoardPost ’
<■ - ‘ ? ■ -

,;' By RICHARDBRADEE 

$&ifirieLWgsfiwgion i

outside thre government re
sponsible.for advising the pres
ident about the foreign pcjliCy 
;implicatiohs-.qf-actiyitids of the 
'CIA diid. d't&e r intelligence 
iagehcies. 1' . i

In t h e past the board has! 
been .relatively inactive./ OccaJ 
sionally, however, board mem-! 
bers have been given access toj 
highly • classified information! 
about proposed-CIA ventures, j

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

• M/ashington.p.C.,'-^ Melvjh 
Laifd is the subject of a-hew-1 
•FBI'jnyes^ - •■ •--

TnMIiaencf.- Arlvisbrv Boar it . Va?. t°?Per President Nh

were at-odds ^hile Lairdtyasj

Intellisence- Advisory- Boari. d5- rormer uresiaent bin Lap! office and the Whijm s natmnal security advisor. 

Hofee reported Tuesday. ' ’ | - r{ss^ser has become ah i: r-r rwantKnwI c r'nwnAirm•jhJP'brdJs campaign for x^
A vyJiiLc j^yube &^u|kcgu4aiy^ republican

denied published Tepdrts that S*eagan .and: kL :'
President 'Ford plans tp.name 
Laird fireplace Secretary pi, 
;StateWp^KissingeL ■

The. spokesmaft: ^Upted'iEqfd" 
£s..saying that she ha‘s.:told'Ki&' 
;$jnger d$at he can
•secretary
Av^ntS/' „1 . • . \ '

Kissinsprtc oa - - 1

: “ Laird”, vi^s dp-yacafibp' ahdl 
fcbukl hptj.;be-reached;'for ’com-* 
;ment. / . . ' ' i
!i -r } ' * ' ‘ . 2TLsisecreta^ibldlreppit^
"They are doing an update ftp' 
prim bedapse;- he hasagreedto' 
tsdrve'pnanonpayingadvisoh',' 
hoard;" . ‘ j •' s’*
Ifee/WHite^fous^

MI only

A-l

Milwaukee Sentinel
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

3/3/76
Date: Final
Edition:
Author:
Editor:^°bert W1^S

Title:

Character:J4ELVIN LAIRD
or 161-

Classification: Milwaukee
Submitting Office:

F | Being investigated

ISEARCHEDlS^^INDEXEDc)^-- 
| SERlALlZED-Z^ILEDJh/!^^

MAR- 5 1976
FBI—MILWAUK
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■S'— F-O-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

For Advisory::
Board Post

/ ByRICHARDBRADEE .

'Sentifie^Washlfigibn Bureau’
'Wa^p&gton,'

^Lairdj is. the -of ;a neW-
I'in^eStigatipn ifeepause/ngu '

ifeerl of the ;
intelligence ’-^dyiSofy -Bp.aid? ' / 
Laird’s office' and th®, White’ - ..
House repofted.Tuesday. ' ■

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1/ ‘i^'Whfte.'House sp'okesniah.''■
I -depied. pufelished. report^
! .President Forg'JJlgn's- to name
' Laird ^p'feplacd 'Secretary ;of‘ . 
State-Henry Kissinger. ' ; ■

E^JJ'he sppkesman quoted Ford
^wng that-heWa's toldi-KiSr \

■- ger'thafhecanstayonas 
t dietar y ■of-state as^ ■ 
wants." - q- ■

Lgird /was -oh’vacation arid 
.could :ndit fee reached! fomconb'. 
ment. ‘ v
:" . ■ ): - . - • - ' 1 - -' ■' •
. His (Secretary told reporters,- 
-'"jliey are doing an update oh ;
'tjim/necause heh'as.:^ 
’egers/e on^a-honpaying hdyjsdfy' ' 
board." .. \ ' ’’ . ,•-,

j , -$fee White House identified'.. .'
■ ' Turnip ]?dgel3, CoL 6 <5

’ I

f

For Advisory 
Board Post' r; J-”' ;' “ 1 • t ‘ • t

;the job that Laird agreed .to 
'takers .the^ntelligenc^^^^ 
»a group, pf pfqpiineh^ 
fppt4de;.'.t;ji.e. goyerninent ire-- 
i-ppdn$ibig;fdr^ 
fiden^. about tjie .foreign policy 
’impiicatiopsipf acti-sn^^ 
'GIA and ol h e r' intelligence 
agencies., ■ .• .

defense .secretary gnd Kissin- .election. • Republican Ronald 
’Sey wa? fbrfner President Nix- ,Reagan: iahd Sep/ Henry Jacfe

; Kissinger has’bacojne ,a® js-! icized; Kissihgef’S’ agfeepiieiitsi 
k'Spe in;‘>E6rd?^ campaigp/fbf res' ^ifttheiSp^ •

?sdn ■.gMyashi/bbth.h^^ 
ciged Kissiijgef’s agreements

A-L 
MILWAUKEE SENTINEL 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIL

Date: 3/3/76

Edition: FINAL
Author:

Editor: ROBERT H. WILLS
Title:

Character:

• i In l,t,li p\past Jhe1 Board haa, 
sbeenjielativeiyinactive^ 
ikipnajiy, however,- hoard'-meni-. 
ibejs Jjavg heep’ givenhcpes^ 
ihjgBly ■■.classified ipforipatibp. 
about proposed. CIA ventures. ; 
'/-'haif^ a md’Kissinger- often-

iEkird; w.a§)

FBI — MILWAUKR

Classification:
Submitting Office:MIIWAUKEE

I I B^lng Investigated

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED
FILED
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

o.lle.ge',? 
where he

Jredeived 118,. - ensign’s 
■epi '/mission in April, 1944. ■ , ; 
i/lihird served fbi? 17 .months; 
/aboard the destroyer Maddox, 
'Which was; employed: in Pacific:

> , . , > ' / (- duty wit&Tgsk p^
L William Halsey.;
[MarShfidds?^ . was- wpunded, during, a
(citizen,, is not, As most- pf his rkamikazi (suicide) attack bn the: 
^newspaper biographers - have.’Maddox, in .January). 1945-- 
fassumed) a native 'of this dfy, J. Lie was ph active ditty id'the; 
(Where':. • his ■ parhnts. ’ ah.di'Na^fpr mofe than4hree .years,; 
tgraridpafents' -had lived before and :g. month before., his- 
chis- bir th; ■ . . . J discharge, he . .announced. his
[' The Obngfess.man. whp .Will’^candidacy for thd.^tft< district 
stake oyer’ the Pentagon in state senators  ̂left vacant by: 
^January was'horn -in ,,Omaha,’/He^^th;pf his fathef on ?Aafchi 
^Nebraska, ph (Sept; 1,. 1922,. while Flu/, 1916., Hei-bad.bepji mafrie . . ,

*> aj ’fpfmer Carleton 'classiaate,l 
Barbara Ma-s'ter^ b-f; 
Indianapplis, on Oct. 15, »1945, 

while pit leave. ' ",

his fathet, the Rev; Melvin- R, 
Laird), tvas . ' bf
W e sif mi nster ' Presbyterian 
Church there;, ’ ' ■ ■

TheR’ev.XiL Laird had comes 
Sere, in- Ipli, and in 1913 married

idktP'i

Laird easily ■ won. t-he; 
'fiePUbypap ''nomination ’ from: 

«- .jMjsMwck in fClark County Assemblyman! 
Willia^. pLCprinor; pioneer -arpa«:i Waite? E. 'Gopk in August of 194& 
luiribe :mah. ■ < arid 1 Lo r m4r,'!and- weh^ bn. to take: the- state'; 
iieuteraht ig;py>e-.rhof; bfis emam- p-LfXce with dirt 
Wisconsin; -t-he <couple mbvedi toj|Dempcfatid opposition. He was. 
Lihcolhi illo. soon, after theirjfreelect.ediib^  ̂ year
ifiarriage, iapd; later ;tp pmahajsiefm. two years later,. 
returning .to> Marshfield m 1925. j , St, -
*. f - He. served oh the Senate.laborpublic: -ichpol ami lypipr ’high ? management - committee,j 

^ithe veterans!' affairs: pommitteb,. 
^st£pl<^emoi:High^h^ ’ joint XpmmitteX. - t h 

ve^T‘the department pf 
Mmp.;., jaxatipii',' fhe- state; .educational' 

JhSlb.^d in; .pphticajj’..cbmmisispn, aiid as, secfktaiy"-of‘ 
j sconce apd -economics and ;fhe ij^.^bUcan ica^ 
: |Med his A,. Ik degree with during Ms :firsfc term. ' • ?
.ftis dags. in. 1944, -although he■ ’ --
; was already in service then, ’

10
NWS-HERALD
MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN

4

Helen Connor, a- -daughter of

the ‘Senate Republican caucus;

Date: 12/9/68

Edition:
Author:

Editor: toward w. hellej
Title: MELVIN R. LAIRD

Character:
or

Classification: —

Submitting Office: MILWAUKEE 
| | Being Investigated

\ In IW he .entered' the V. S;, 
;Nhvy :undef the' V-12college 
tfaihingjpr.ogram, from which 

-he ’ gfadiigtdd -at; .St;1 M; 
^oheg ij. Winbhpy.M^ 
ge--P hen epTolt^ in| , the 

.idsh^'rahn’s. sc^pol. at the;
a^avMiiSuppiy^^^

■ary’s

Se I Elected . with Gov. Walter' 
• Goodland,he directed legislative 
floor activity 'for Gov".. Oscar' 
Rennebohm.aiid' for Gov. Walter 

Kpblef Jr.j .and served -On the’ 
! Jpito finance Committee ^iid* 
1 Joint Legislative (Dpijncil, X ' 
' "W 1952, . when' Rep. Reid 
'WWy of the Seventh 
Cpmg f e-s sio ■ District 

, considered. retirement, * Laird, HI ONLY

aRCHED.M^.INDDfEO, 

■ '.RIALIZEO.........Z..FILED....



fmadg plans td dph , for the 
J [district seat in' Congress,. and 
' • twdweeks • after Murray’s d|ath 
fpm April’ 29 of - that: yeaM-he? 

? announced'hiscahdidacy.- d/. 
/ i * *' -?* ; { -

•Again he wop the Republican 
jidmiHtidp by an byefwhelming; 

’ margin, this -tiipe' defeating; 
Malcolm- Rosholt of ’ Portage- 
County; and went on to win. the; 
.general election,- in.Npvembef

4

with the largest vote total in: 
district history more than: 
95,000 to iessi'than 136;0db- for his; 
Democratic . opponent, Ernest 
Kluck,

,At 30 ope: of the youngest pf 
congressmen, he ■rpse-irapidly in- 
the .Councils of hid party; -being! 
pla®d. on; the powerful |nd 
imp1 irtaht House ApppopriatibnsJ 

j poit mjttee early / in/ ahs! 
fcphlfessipnar career/ .

i and enlivened’ public discussion! 
! of the important issues’ facingl 

the nation.” . " 1 1
Laird has - not , ,'><j’ijh.y5 

{-distinguished himself ^s -a’ 
national figure but has alsoj 
-amassed an .impfessiye.- record 
in his home state of Wiseppsin; j 
Herhas been d. firm beii'eyer in-’ 
-thej ?f-‘grass.; Approach; J 
travplingl '••.wheheyem possible ii 
hads to- 'his'Seyemh, 
discuss,the various issues-wlthdl 

:day with his constituents. ' , ’v' J

11 Hd;was.eleCtedtfe
[ m heHoiise last .month-and was 
I ieximptgli^^^^ a. majqhpart :ih< 
j legislative leadership;
' [administration; . •
P-' '■ -A * * 7- ‘
| A§ chairman -of the . House: 
[Republican Conference and! 

; -member, of the' Republican: 
■[Coordinating ..Committee; he 
has been'orje ofhis party’s -chief, 
’strategists'. .' • . :
‘One , testimonial to his: 

- .capability ’ was. voiced /.'by 
: pre sident/ "Eisenhower/ seyeral 
ye^ ’s ago when he’ named laird, 
hs < he of the 16,men in America-, 
pest -gualifieci- ' "toy serve .ah 
presidentof the.United States;,-:

>.
"i

""1

■ A'ydtgrM-bi>eigHt..^ 
ilLS. House of Representatives, | 
.■serving, -the 15- .counties of the ’!; 
Seventh - Wisconsin District, x 
ddelvipt LaihL bpd long beeg - 
■widely recdghi?ed ; as an ? 
Outstanding; young national/ 
'deader;, -" ■■ $

'He is.'cprrently-.Chairman-' of
•the House , Rep-ublicari { 
-Gonferepee,. . pne " pt' tile, toph 
[leadership portions in .the. 00E:, $ 
His/cr;edentials. jin - the1 field, Of j| 
party p:o4i-cy;m.aking are,; 
undisputed,. and pA-r hap s I: 
jtjpMuiiledjhi eithermarty; f / 

■ Hl has served on his plrty 
?pl^ form’ -committees;, poth i at, 
the Istate and national levels, : 
/ipngghgth  ̂ hyp1®;,
Republican: Jie fhst 'chaifed/h'; 
mjtidiial/' cOriyehtiop *. .ipiatfopph j 
AuhcpmmitteeA in- - 1952, was 
spamedwlc'e: chairmanypf the. full- 
committee hi i960 and chairman : 
in 196^ .;

/'/ * . *" * ; . . - demonstrated his insight info-
Since 1964 he has played a key /military’ strategy.. There , arg 

h&ie;--.pn,7thd ;R;dpmh-li.c of’ examples of his
e$pQrdjhatmippbhmmtt^ ip -natronai- security
’ iA; <tiig.party’shighest j matters. It. was his amendment 
! policymd AS body.'- Laird is jseyeralyears ago-.that increased ; 
;re.cpgniz6d ■ ■as. । the original- |the. . funding; for the Polaris j 
.prppdhent of this committee [submarine/program; over and. 
’lidmeiHatdly^dohpWing the 1964 .1 above- ’the^ recommendations: of' 
ieiegtibm- * He adybUated , its ’-the Department of Defense and j 
[;creatiomasrd:SUitabi^ it'possible' for- the nation !
-.binding-up;the party’s wounds'|to have ,n larger number of: 
[ and!reestablishing;party unity. ■ Polaris missile submarines -bn: 
: ^h'. author and? -editor In । station- at ah-earlier date than- 
L$dditibh /id; his ,m^ny other ['Would otherwise have been: the* 
Activities-// L^irdls third and case;' -
most , [ ambitious book ’■ i s tt:~ '■
jApublican Papers, it is a 
compilation of 29 papers by ■ 
distinguished’ acadeinics and 
Members .of. - Congress on the 
?majpf domestic hroblems- ‘ bi’ 
hbnfemih^W^ ' At^^^ ; . /
i He was, also -editor[ in 190 Qf. 
;^ht ^nserVativd Papers; 'ai
similar volume dealing,/[both 
Wit^ . domestic and foreign 
problem's. He was author, in- 
1962, pjE.7 A. 'itouse ipiyided:.; 
Aiherj^s Strategy; gap.,;a. books

'dealing"v-with!the1 foreign arid 
military problems of the United 
States. '

: . Laii 5?S- interest in domestic 
problems has been heightened
by -his. glose involvement with 

’the .domestic. 'crises'iof America 
duetto, -his- position a? rapkihg' 
.minority member of the- -House 
Appropriations 4dhcpmmi|tee on; 
Habpjj' health, education and- 
welfare. - ; ’ ’

’.This committee ’ determines: 
the financing of such major 
programs' .as the; anti-povertyJ 
program/ the hifemehtary and 
secondary- education program 
and Aid to, the states, for public', 
a s s i s t a.n c.e , Since , his 

‘appointment to that important. 
•Subcommittee, Lafird hja.k 
[beConie; identified as. a major 
contributor to tha natipn^hedlth. 
and welfare. He -has supported 

[such Agencies’ apd'. activities as 
jthe jtatippal.'institute^ -of Health 
and /fostered' private as well as 

?pubiie --efforts! . in- /medical 
-research. ’

As a.high yanking- member of 
j the .ij^hse.Subedmm^^ 
■Jhas time and ' a.gAin

. His two subcommittees, 
Defense and Labor-, Health,. 

‘Edticatiph. and Welfare account
■for b ir d get appropriations 
■totajUifig.axidre than twd-thirds|’of 
the j entire- United- States- hud{ :et 
eacl ? year. When first appoint Cd 
4o’h|e Apprpprm^^
.in 1953, the then 30-year-old'

ILaird '' youbge^tl
jcongfessman-inH histo® to - 
be selected for- that impoi'anti 
homnyttee assignment; Byfethe 
'beginning: of the hotly Congress'; 
!C1967j; -at the age qf -44, Laird; 
|had become the. only member of 
[the HEW Subcommittee who had 
[served on* that, committee sihee:
the -department. Had peen 
{created. . .

Laird is the recipient ‘ of 
.AiimerQU$ awards, citations and 
honorary degrees. Among them, 
lis- the -coveted isth, Annual' 
Alpert Lpsk.ef hfedical- tiesearch 
Abhrd; This award constitutes 
.theL highest fecdghition [.'for 

- -r-^.y.......'     ; t-..-—-
promotion of 'medical rese: xfch. 
The honorarium*, receive®' py 
ILaird for dpingmbfp to pf.dmQte 
oUf ;nation’’s ihealth . thafh hny 
other public: official was donated 
:by thfr-gorigfeSsmah'te medical 
iresearch activities in. Wisconsin,

• Another coveted award' which 
Laird received in- the 90th 
:.pongress' was- ‘.tKd'SistihguiShed 

' Service ,Award .of the iAmerld^ 
I ipplitical Science hssociatiph i-' 
! an: organization thhhboastdm^ 
sthah 1'3,000 acadpipic 'members: 
rftpm colleges And uhiverMtiesi 
{across, the country, -tn mg ringi 
[the- award, .tlje Association i jtedl 
JLaim. as “a ' fdfthrig^ and 
persistent advocate, w'ho shs 

। intellectual, courage anti ability^ 
[have; nonsisteiitly hnfigbtehedi



o

1:

, • . ,. i
?.' FAMILY TOGETHER—/^.legislator as hjisy.. when Rep. Laird and his wife, Barbara, and d 
' as Meiyih-Laird'has .W ' tiieir three gUiidreii could ail Jie . together at.11
r a. sipjiar career flh^s it ;4mpossiblb-id> !be ‘ ^ith> > :theip‘ Washington’residence; The <edhfressmah 
I /FHJS family as inuch as iie would: like.* This. stands behind, left to right, David,,Mrs. Lairdi ^
j .-informal Shot whsntaliW.on a ‘repent occasion, jcilih' and Alison.. ■ . ।



i >

1

>«': ;4

r IN: APTEO&S’ SHADOW’ —A. congressman Kep. Melvin K«; Laird: struck tfce JathiHar 
V ipfejitely. ppsgs fer pictflre^ against 4he. b^cfe ; ■’■®qs£ with genuiha,him here:is 
|s 'grpu^d’ of .the’ mdtipfjls’ Capit^L iUQre.'ett^ hi§ wife,: the I- 1

——-~^i——



YOUNGER IMAGESr-rThese are pictures of Mejvin R. Laird' 
in; inucli earlier days, than now, when he has reached the 
«ripe?’ ige fif 46, At,left is Ensign, Laird as he appeared while , 
senving, ihthd.Paciffe-- in- 1949-44,' JThp .photo- was1 used' to pn- . 
pounce hi? 'candidacy for the State Senate in 1946. Atright 
is theipicturfe used when he announced his, candidacy for Con- ;; 
gres9 in 19.52,: .....   ~ ....... .............. .. ......... .. .......................... vj



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

The , father of the nation’s 
incoming segretary of'defense.? 
wa.s Marshfieldfs' first state 
senator; % pogitionihisf'a^ 
wah destined,to -achieve - befpf.a 
becoming Mapshfieldli first1 
fepresentative in, f3bn.gress? '':

Melvin- R„ Laird 
lumberman and. former .pastor;," 
served in the •Wisconsin:'tipper! 
house ps the senator from the; 
24th pistfict,.. which their ■ 
included Wood, -Clark -and: ’ 
Taylor Counties-, from 194i: 'tintil' 
hia death Mapch i^ i

Prior tp’ .serving;, ■ in: the! 
Wisconsin1 Legislature, the ; 
senior Laird served as chairman 
.of tjie- Wood;. .bounty Board Mi । 
- p-1,?. ■, fl- .... —y—' -

usmessmaii
For a time the senator-andp— ------------- ------"  -----

jpasto/to-he taught - yuraL school!
; in Pike County, Ill., and wasi '
> /pfincmpi.bf Baricy High-Si hobl" J

• HeAhceived his M.A. £ egreel
•at Pmgetbh University Divinity i 
School and was a graduate - 
studerifAai: the; Dnivefsities hff

'■ Wisconsin- and Chicago, His! -
i .Doctor of Divinity degree was; .
: conf erred■-hy James Millikan: 
j University in/Dacatur, ill., !
i Laird entered upon hisi '

ministerial- career ' at the' 
Preshytsriah-:^
du Sab in 1907. ip-1911 he came

Vtp, Marshfield: as- ipastbr tof tlie. • 
;-Fh’st..Rresby^ ijhufch, but.’,
; left -the: city two. years later' to,'! 
kapcgpt a pastorate at Lincoln; I 
?ill, I^a'thr he-becaihe^pr^ - 
.’Lincoln College, a Presbyterian ; 
^institution* * z : * 51

j1, JAlthptigh-. he had. a s growing 
-family .when this'iiatibn became, 
^embroiledCin World? War J in" 
ifl917, the young pastor- and: 

। college pr.esid.erif volunteered 
•for service with the 335th. 
iRegiment- arid -spent’'a- year in, 
France as its, Phapiain, serving 

.in the Argonne ’and- on. dthef 
’historic battlegrounds; ‘ z.',- ’ 
, His- ypun-g' wife; the'1 former- 
j Helen :Cpnnpr;"whpmhe-.m^ 
Iph April ,16, 1913;. iiiade her 
home irf Marshfield during her 
chaplpihhusbantfs toyr ’of duty■ 
an. France' arid was hne of the 
«sppahprs Jit, ’ ceremonies here., 
marking the Armistice- ffov. H, 
1918.’' ‘;

: sr the War L’aird 1 e'cgih&
Jphsfgf-, ’pf jhe.' WestEiihsteh. 
■Presbyterian Church iii Oiiiaha,, 
iNeb., • wherc the new, secretary

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state*)
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" .j.' Melvin R, Laird’ Br; m. l' 

Supervisors, haying' represented? 
Marshfield's, Seventh Ward1, .for' 
ig.years,' . • - , ' - / ': ‘ \ 
- He Whs born oh sa farm at: 
Griggsville,w Ill., . in 1888,- 
attending', rural- ' schdplh- ■, And:
graduating' from Griggsy|ii.e| 
High School. He ...received/his, 
B 'A,s.. degree ’ from Illinois^ 
wlipge-at.j^ '• J
/•?•• J

MI ONLY



of defense' was 1 born ’-in the- 
Presbyterian Manse on Sept. 1, 
1922, the third of four sons.

; t4i\1925 the Rev. Mr, Lair’d'- 
..gase .lip. iiis> riimi|teriaij p6st in 
Onmha to return with hisfamity; 
'to/^arshfiglcl - and. enter ■ the- 
lumbei'busiriesswith .'his- father-:' 

■■iri=Iaw> P- a former-, 
djeutbnpnt^ . ;g;.d y{g«r ri.Q r ; df 
Wisconsin, ‘ ; - ’• ; !

He found tinted howieyer, to.- 
'Continue; :tp' serve, as. a- 
‘Clergyman, frequently assuming- 
■djitW -(if supply pastor heye iahd: 
in- Stevens’ Point, . Arpin, :and> 
other’ communities.: t i , ... 
\ H- 1 ''
. ‘A&s-’actiyeKgampgi^^ fprliiS' 
father when he 'sought' the state 
tsenate .office vacatedby Sen? 
'Waiter1' J? 'Rush pf .NeillsvUle,. 
'who. was- not a- candidate for 
preelection in 1940,was his son, 
'MelyjnJr., just turned-18 At the? 
timef , '

; . Thesenior Laird was the sixth! 
,Wpod. County resident to serve' 
jin.- 'the ’ State .Senate. His
; predecessor's, .all fromWisconsin 
Rapjds ..(or the earlier Grand 

: Rapids), were Charles M.. Webb, 
Thomas B, Scott, Herman C. 
Wipperman, ‘ Theodore ? W'.: 
BrazeauandIsaac Witter. . 

: John W..Wyngaard, veteran 
statehouse correspondent .whose- 
column ‘.appears (daily iriy the 
News - He raid,,- .had this, 
observation. to make about the 
senator from’ Marshfield in 
Junei1943: ' ' ’ _ ■ "
' “One pf the members jif the 

upper-house , who has.iiiade a

(strong impression by reason of 
his earnestness, capacity for 
'Wcirk ■-‘and! study,. And) 
temperament and a man • Ivhp. 

:has won the universal' respe< | of 
,his colleagues is Melvin. Lair iof, 
Marshfield. ;, ’ ;

‘’Never a narrow partisan,; 
and yet a man who has 
effectively represented, the" 
^Republican' • ipoint . of. yiey! in 
legislative activities, this year, 
Laird has a rich background of' 
.'profession^! work, a proad and 
thoughtful interest in. public. 
Affairs,, s 'quiet.'dignity And an. 
.effective- speaking, style > which 
’pughHp; putiihim: in the forefrohj;: 
■of.' any • list . of , potential 
candidates for the governorship.

■
; “There is now :no hint that, 
jsuch' a, notion eyei? ..entered his 
■head, but,, if the Republican 
Organization is* s'ei? i pus ly 
'engaged .in'- examining the. field 
of possibilities,.lid cannot escape 
serious arid favorable notice,’’ 

: Laird hod strife distiiictiori' of’ 
being: the: only .clergyman in the 
•State Senate, where, he became, 
•chairman of the Committeri on 
Agriculture arid. Labor, a 
imeihher of' itlie. Cpminittee: son 
.Legislative ' procedures, 'arid 
•chairman' arid member- of 
‘impoftaid. interim, committees. -

The .58'-year?old, senator had 
been, aj patient at Rochester^ 
Siirin., for. <twq weeks befprahis: 
death. He. ’ bad undergone 
Surgery eight days before d|ath 
^claimed one -of• Marshfield’s 
:most distinguished citizens. .
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'Bi

IShirt

-<nr v-»—»«»u<r«w-

ds'MM. •
□Ie‘ for X
Fs Post

. WISCOR 
Former -S 
of Wiscor 
'today as 
for Congr 

■vin Laird'

'SIN RAPIDS (AP)^— 
:ate Sen. John Potter 
isin Rapids emerged 
a? >possit>ie candidate 
ess should Rep. Mel-; 
resign to become sec- ■

retary of. 
:; Potter,.
,Senate fro

defense. . 
who served hi the

he would 
.seat-herd'- 
league.

seekthe. congressional 
t»y his Republican col-'

;that Lara1 was expected to be-
gapped.py 
hrcT’M.
the/..re? 

‘“catches 
has come 
^improper 
about it 
•made;"' '

■ ®f esiderit-elect^Rich-, 
ixori for the defense. 

> o r t!S. Potter ! said; 
me by surprise; This. 

,Sp fest. I think it’s 
for me to even talk' 
imtil a. decision, is.- ‘ ■ "S - ' ■ ■ ■

J-y Ly^A-j* 
described 

Ltepublica

'44-year*old attorney,' 
himself as a “Laird' 

n.”. Laird’s 7tb. Dis-
j tri^t. isc imposed of 15 central
vawhprtb 

lwier;s 
?P. ^ndwi 
election s

ern counties. 1 
tate law, Gov. Wferr;en 
is could call’ a special 
ripuld Laird resign. „
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t ’By ROWiiAND EVANS • ’liberal' Dethbcfats iff the] 
i . and ROBERT NOVAK Ovould makq his lifej
J WASHINGTON - Reh. Melvin- 
:R. Laird of Wisconsin will be 
^sgcretafy pf defense jirthe. N&~ 
pn-cabinet—awholly unexpected 
’appointment of the' most far —; 
’ranging importance. , .

bmis|rable ,gs.. secretary , bi^ 
Lderarise. ? // '■ T ' '/I

• Mitji Jack:sqhput, SvithjGpvJ 
(JoHn-Conna^
/Pempcjatiq pqgsihftity); -aijnosti 
> |uf elypha^ andwith ’time: 
,'rufiriihg- .put/."N£kpn-i lastCwepki 
‘turned’-' :tq ;BairdI After mpch^ 
.^disbus^ion-,/tmrd-’s- agreement ’ 
^camg ’Friday .night Md ' W* 
i.gppqiptjhent/is to be; annpijncddj 
; hy. ’Nikoif .Wednesday’ in- Nbw' 
’Yofhr ” ■' ~

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Ldird,. who- Agreed^ Friday. 
night to. sacrifice his powerful 

(position, in ;C'ongr§ss for the.-, 
Pentagon post, will thus become 
a prime (-arbiter -.of the- .new; 
administegtionis foreign 
.military policy, arid . perhaps.i'• ’* •* .•* . : '
eventually strong, man of theJi 4 ‘ .4<( Jl.-V 

jNixpn cabinet pmmwide,yarjety^ ^n.\;?$ayipg- 
'of issues,- th pmticular/;he vdll fif 
be a- strong force- for a quicHyAfihat 
negotiated settlement. <of thei.'^t0^? . £ .A-u pm-.s
Vietnam War ' ' ' ft chairmari to-flp.or. leader rind, the;
‘ Although- ‘ he ' was ■ - ,3^ Ijbhandep^ 
increasingly influentiMMadviserl
*" President-elect. Nixon -during 1 „ is1 exphgngihg g

mast camnaieri -Laird Qapitpl Hill-barony for spcehtraT.

was ■

to $
dhelpast campaign, .Laird|wa§: .Tr^rrvrr'T.
bot jseriously considered fc r a:| ^£?.'on ^-agey
dWerW" .̂ at his a post once; held by -such;
■chbosihg-.. As the ihpst.ppwmul*^
-/George Marshall,. jaijd.. -Robert.

■Lovett/ he hecome'gp national 
and wtetnatibpaj figure;' . ' i 

Moreover, cdpsidbiiingpLairdie' 
wide-ragging .interests /nd

cabiiet post

Republican in Jbe Hpuse,he was 
reluctant to give up 16 years of 
(seniority built up by- the, 
relatively early age of ' 46. 
Besides/ Nixon wanted ,.a’ 

’Democrat in the Pentagon, and)
.'appeared tp? have- an; impressive) 
•one in Sen-. Menry M. Jackson of; 
Washington (who had Xaird’s? 

’Strong ^endorsement)) : I 
-if ★ . ' i 

' But much to the surprise of 
Nixon insiders,. Jackson last- 
Week rejected" the > offer 
thereby heeding the plea's of 
several Democratic senators 
whp= warned him Nixon -Would' 
usd him as the scapegoat if or 
reduced ^domestic spending.; due 
td^l higher defense spend ng. 

^Whether Jacksojty agreed with; 
that- view or not, he did ■ 
land so informed Nixph aides

■.energy^, it is; inconceivable' he. i 
will not. exertinfluence ‘ on non- - 
defense, andLnpnTfdreign 'polidy; i 
^attgfs ijichi'bs -social welfare,, ■ 
<sch|mes,. the' .rpbqdding- of the. I 
pities/ federal-state, relations,; 
fiscal policy, and. Republican, 
^aiiyfpo^itics: : . I <

S«M/A$icjaW . i ftepubUca^ 
Laird * ^eehis similar to 
Democrat \ Jackson: a hard- 
line 'anti-Communist in foreign 
policy. Highly Regarded by the 
uniformed; military, and a sharp 
critic ’ of . Robert S'. McNamara 
during, his/days as secretary of 

idefense;. Beneath1; the- surface,, 
-however-, Daird’ is. considerably 
me subtte -in. his outlook, i , i 
•i 1. ip'riyaidt "hdnv’ersl&ion/ for 
ie^mpidj Laird- tells fEKbdS he ' 
3s. neitlihi] a.;hawk ‘hpr a dw: oh 

■ Vietnam, ■ a4iiih:g:/, “1 ’ aih . a
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tpist.”' Ais imchiiheyap, long;
' .’anxibiis for -q'4ick 

f ^ygyiatjbns.vphd ,3^ /ackiowk 
redgi dbtliejpr^ foalk
Itip^ ^ovefhmdht in Saigoif; i-f

: J' * * * v.:
| ^Similarly;, .tdird'Is not about;' i 
|tb - '^ypt.ithgi.mfi^^^ <a vhlahlg: | 
/check, for. hyrd-WaH spendingt i 
ypdjrindped^is; mpryca'utip'usainf I 
fthpt .regard than .the: President-;; 
ielect.;/ -Ins,; jparticpia^ will/ 
move, ;qyite . sip w l y . it} 

iypm^itfiygsfiin^ 
yxyensivejaptidi^
[system (Ap^j),... ,;V; <7 :r ;■ I 
‘. M c,N.'a.m;a :r a- \ p-r bv 
jcphsicfered.yJha^ ■ips; tbyghe^p 
F.critjp. ■.pprtigapitbj; iHiUVynd$;hi^ 
[most' diffrctift .ipterypgatpf ■■ ini 
icpngrgssiopai heafingst'Fpr hisf 
fpar'tp.iLaird’y^
^cNaniaraY as ;. ;a i' • tfriTli^^ 
isecr^ary pf defepseVin ;hisjfirs.t' 
jthreq. .years/When;.beg.§ch^Ygd
'civuen supremacy*-' 'pygri the’’ militSy.- • - t - z j ': ■

But YLaird felt McNamara' 
blundered in. insisting oil a 
■epin m bm' ■ Air' FotdeY^Navy; 
plane up,. the TFX case, ‘in-; 
spending; money for deploying • 
an. ABM thin system; msfead'pi ; 
less .expensive r'eseafcc&'fbr a* 
•full'. ' system and,.' \ mbyt; 
important, in hiS' prosecution of i 
the Vietnam War./, " ” V1.; :

i, As..J;he ..-lOth. ’of-,
■ defense and [the, fif§t>fe' pome ‘ 
j ironr OQngress.Laird^ ; 
.administrative ..experience, into 
i.one •pf the:, .world's ioyghest' 
| admipistratiye ;; positions.' /. but J 
GoV. .hfelspp 'Rockefell&i!‘ (>wfip, 
wanted" the post 
advised .I^on- in, iPaim Spripgs; / 

i’dalif'.j.; last' ’ week, that
McNamara-type , administrator 

/would !be a mistake in thej 
IPentagon: today ind whafe was/ 
ineeyed'now was: a «tude^- apd| 
iprpetitioppr-.. :of"gepp6iitlc£ 
tMeiS.Lairdi jN&bh' 'h^'h^ctlyi 
j wihat. Rockefeller' iecpnm

Copyright. 1968 B'ubUshefs-Haii ?Syni!
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;. . ^4^.' Secretary Melvin Laiw
I"Hie; editoiial ibeldw was. prepM#!1-Sunday ‘ 

jiight’ibefprd 'the-'unofficial, storied uf Rept . . 
Melvin Laifd’s. selection Secretary of defense

ha^fbeeiitu’ifcuTated'. in thfs area, although tfeN# . j 
jwas reason to believe that the announcement ■.; 
would \ break . prematurely,. - Speculation .

• $ ' \ ' ' ’ , ' >'' ’’ /P' - ‘ ' i‘ ' ’ ■ J - - ■ '

.regarding other, cabinet • appoiritirients. - will; :
■continue until President-elect; Nixon inakes 
^Mmalkannouhcepieht-o^ Dgspife.. •
B^on&. spVncei j •
Ipeftaih - /that ■ the Sppopitment -das; ictefeoge.
||ecreta^-has heen •offered to. the: Marshfieldr' J 

■ congressman and, with some reluctance on his' i 
•part, accepted1. ’ ■ . ■ ' ' • I
K M M i. ‘ ■ • ,4

p Despite the carefully attuned ears of the i 
‘ WasHihgton press', corps, the hews reports .on- ' 
Mhesideht-elect Nixon’s cabinet rejections. :are i 
frstill’ - couched! in speculative terms, indications • 
■ hie that the secrecy will soon be dis^ipated by ., 
;the next chiefexecutive JiimSelf;. ’ . {
;4i. Currently, correspondents are sure that;, 
i California, Lt,' Gov. Robert Finch, who. has ■ 
•^Ife^dy beqn addressed -by Nixph jh' public:’aiA 
{'“secretary;-” will' head the Depaftment ;of : 
f Health, Education and Welfare. :Gpv; John A* - ’ 
iMqlpe of Massachusetts has been tagged by; 
IjSpecpWqh th# next secretary.;6f tr^pprA; 
jilon, D apjeiR; Moynihan^ a Democrat,, is sug- • • 
^ested.'^ s secretary .of labor. <■ . .

There' is talk of 'Chicago- banker 
Kennedy as secretary of the treasury, affiid of ' 
Nixon’s'law partner, JohnN. Mitchell, al well 3 
■as of former Atty. Gen, ^rb&i ’Bfbwn^

MI OVLY
=®tWBW?J«H5¥5R^^
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attorney general, Gov. George Romney of 1 
, .^ficltigan -ipphtibped5; ;as: ippssible',

secretary of commerce. -c, ’ ■; w J-
' Wost 'pi&ese m^^ CQyigf seryeip'th&^ ;
. 'GEly at spfpb perso^ Ift ^p$t;feases».

| ipnlyom^r^ Wpulflyhavb
| rgspphsibW- ;p,^ assist Richards
j would be attractive to him. He needs competent 
/.men, not political ladder climbers. ; j

Ofhthe dozen cabinet jobs to. be filled, those,-j 
in State and Defense are most critically vital. | 

{Jllie.-new jPfpsideiyi&annofcaff^ :
^bpys who will do his bidding in thpsetposts, but. j 
: Strong .meh upon whom he himself can lean1, 

With' confidence.. - . ; -■ ■ ; i
,, . State isabigmystery.,With Rockefeller and 
j Dewey 4iimipated^ talk persists regarding-: 
b Douglas Dillon, who served--, in• the treasury 1 

under Kennedy and Johnson and is- therefore; ■ 
■suspect in some GOP circles. Or is Willjam j 
Scranton’s assignment ftp ifje Middle Mast aj 

- preiipiinaiy ip his apppinttnent. as jste 
' Dean Rusk? •' ]

Who will be the third niember of the. mighty i 
: triumvirate , Richard Hixon will head?: 
. Democrat Seii;. Henry Jackjpn of Washington ! 

i was prominently mentioned in the. speculation.-; 
i last'w?ek,. but the. word from Palni Springs 
f Saturday- was. “no.” Gan ’Nixons ^jigdted- 
( clean house in Washington., afford itq^eep

Lyndon . Johnson’s man,. Clark Cliffcfd, as | 
I master pi, ^e Pentagon? And how-, does' 
; Marehfield-s 'own capable Melvin Laird fit into 
i ’ thisigreat jigsaw puzzle? Perhaps we shallkhow i 
| . the hnswerS in a day or two. - ; ; , ]

1
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.. pl3y<“The..&^

For Comment J
. Rep.' Melvin R. Laird of. 

Marshfield is Presidentelect;. 
Richard Nixon’s choice' for' 
secretary ofdefense, the na-.
tion- was told today.X a •? J .., |one of the arguments pressed; 
, The Associated Press said, by President-elect. Nixon ni- pefr 
the report was published in’, suading him to accept the de-: 

r, several newspapers;. The MIL tense appointment was his back* 
* . - ■ . ; • ground oft the House-Approppi-I wauhee Sentinel sa'icl .it waS;
| told by 4h unideiitified , Nix-‘ 
j on- :aide’ in -Washington, that; 
| Laird.had. agreed to accept;
the post and that .a formal: - 
announcement was planned. rePorfc today, said: , -
this week. ’ >. T . r .

Similar reports were mad&LWb ^a.congressinan'fron^ 
•l- . . :.. u . V. .-ir. i' -f Marshfield, m central Wisconsin/;by M?wSPapers- in- ChicagOAg^ge 1952, is-ebhirmah of the?1 
and New.York. •' L y ' ’ “ ” ” “ ‘ ' J

The jSTafshfieid .congress’ 
man could hot be reached for
coiriment. He. was
field last week and Was;,w-3Sh.. .Reclined'Sunday nig^ 
known hy friends to- have ~ ............ ‘
bdeh called to Palm Springs,;
Cabf., where President-elect
Nixon was attending the Repub
lic; nl GovernprsiConference,; ?

* ' * *
IIjaird left here Eriday hwrnj! 

I LlngV .after having attended a-: 
I Udarshfieid. Senior High Scho'ol-
I_  ’ 'bl ................................ lil««IJlllMWIliRljyjlftV^

Ini' mother; Mrs. M, R< Laird Sr^; 
M Thursday night.
•y It' was also known here that; 

... Laird was Extremely reluctant;
I to-La.ve his Seventh District'' 
A seaman'Congress, where He wa$] 

‘ topsidered: by mahy observer^ 
iandLeoiphiehtators To-/be; the! 
most powerful Republican in the] 
House of Representatives, and,.
wes expected to become, an ad-; 
ministration leader in-legisja^ 
tive activity. ' ( ' "

It had. been rumored that he- 
had: 'already- declined one dabi-^ 
net< appointment. Presumably;

ationsx Committee' and: its de-U 
ferise subcommittee. '/

The Associated Press, in. its- 
succeeded by her son,. the late^ 
Richard laird; in’ August, 1952,;,

. *

House’ Republican Conference*
.and the ranking Republican oji^ 
the House Appropriations Com,

Reaitie th commpht ph reports.] 
he had rejected ah offer of the.; 
defense job. . . t

; Jackson, said he is. to Snter] 
-withphxbn:^ in. ^ewYbrkyj 
hut Aht he is/not anticipating] 
'talks about an ^appointment.
;; Thp hame'pf Rep. Gerald Rd 
Eor& RrMigh/, has also heeht MI ONLY
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^thifllcing of'staying 4nlth^^ 
J Laird; 'was an: bffipiat Lal 
lumber. < p'omp?ny when fir?tl 
elected toPCongress; He was a; 
^delegate, Ip'the,-^epublicai Na?; 
tidnali .■Cgnyehtio^. in ,ld'4O and 
twas: chairman of the 1964.’cop- 

■ yentionls platform- committee."
. . . * ■

.Four generations' of. 'his family. 
‘have served in Wisconsin public; 
office. He was elected to the; 
state Senate in where his! 
(father had. .served, ’ J 
: Laird, a graduate of Carleton's 
College in Minnesota, is tie au-l 
thor. of' *‘A House’ ©iWdedrl 
America’s Strategy Gap,)' and! 
Aditpr ' Sf ■ ‘‘The ' (Cph^eryatiye t 
.-RapersJ’ .     ......... • • ' ' ;

, _ .......................... ,J
idiscusspd1 |h&’; secret
itarial position^ Appdintmept^ofe 
Ford would leave the road' open 
;ipr • eLaiijdls?-possible' •' adVaince^ 
me® to House GOP leader.' 3 

^ard ®&s>a critip df-^n^pffer- 
by president’Johnson in Octo? 
ber, I960, ,tp ^return U.S. trbops 
from Vietnam if Npgt’h Vietna
mese fdr ces'were .similarly with’’-' 
■drawn. .1 . • i-w •/ ' :

He helped urge GOP policy 
makers''.ta puli. away from the. 
administration’s Vietnam policy; ‘ 

During ithe 1968 presidential: 
■campaign, Laird was; often; at 
Nixofijs. side. He was asked .then 
if he1 would accept a cabinet 
post,. ;and replied, he- wasLstUL





(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

/CAMPAIGNER

i, Melvin R....;.Laird, has
ileen: a practicing/pp^ fgy'
j-jieariy -bf W ' Wg)/ 
excepting three -years .he- spent 

’■iii the tl. .8. Navy. But.’-pefliaps 
i .ehly his close friends remember 
4 that he was,, an active 
\ campaigner even. ilefdre -he; was.- 
Lpid enough: to ybtp .orrnun/fpr; 
office, • /■ ~ 5/

’ - Back in September of 1940- a. 
small item . appeared' the: 

‘ second page /of, .a; Mafshfidld' 
* ;Nbws-Hefald edition under the; 
/ heading/ Gairtpaignef f.A Too. 
'Young. wfVdte But ,¥puhj£,Lai^ 
[.Knows ‘Hi§ Politics, i/.may/bayh; 

; 'heehihc-ififst tiijie“Bdin’’ Laird' 
has liis ' picture in, the- 

j ‘newspaper.-, Tile' story read-:' / / A 
’/ “Among the ihosf. hctive 
k hgmpaighef s' -in . AG e^f ^ al- 

Wiscohsm. during, '.the, priiriarj^ 
election campaign now drawing

close is p-young, MarshfieO 
Apian who. is:, stjij .thfee years 

- 6hqi’t of voting/go. . / ' "• ‘ ’
i .although MelvihASaiRS 
: Jr. has no vote of his dwp, hg 
* 'has done: more, than any yoter-iiif 
i Ihe ' 24th;' senatorial ’, district/ 
'including '• Wood,! 'Clark,':.and 

! waylpr.': Coupties.,. d<y pushd thei 
Aeandidacy. -of. shist father,; 'Wopdl 
/County. Board chairman ;who 
k8spires'tg!the pffice'df senator; 
/ ’ “Making, use of the-experience 
Igained/ -gs't a membeii\;of. 
■^bbate' 'team of Marshff^d1 /KigW. 
r.8chgdl -apci ns 'pdiipr-iin/ch'i® 
fits' ”'.yearhofik,-'' ■ “The/ iriger^-’'; 
iydung Lhirdj who: Was-1^-early: 
'this month, set out to .take, aii: 
•hctivd Agarf Tfafhep’ss;
campaign., " ,/ , - , . A

hi§i gafiief. 'activiii'egj 
Jwas ‘.the preparation of the- 
Republican booth' Jat. thes &ntiiar/ 
^scmisiiptgtgte Fair during the/ 
firsU A'eek in September /Prom ; 
jjhis^J ierwbnt -on to; ;fhet ^|e- bfj ■ 
^gmp aign orator^ substitutnig; at; i 
Republican rafiiefs;. whi^h’ gigH 
father was.'unable to atterid. ' , I 
/.. “Rigging up his car with voice 
^gpjplifyiiig; ijeguipriien^^ •

:stump,ed; ;the. .three.. counties, 
jiji'ade speeches, and jconductedj 
'housgrtorh&use- panyasses,. ip' 
.several cities and towns; ‘Laird, 
■for Senator’ may be tjie pfigpeF 
-slogan,- bpt ..it Was /Laird, bhd 
/Laifdlduripg.the^

•Of course- the senior/"Baird, 
won, and was -feeiectedlfbur. 
,y,eaf s iaterwhiie ■Melvin.J^was 
•serving-iii ffie-Navy, ’ A

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

i

'Tragedy is no stranger to 
Rep-., Melvin. R.. Laird,. the ha- 
tion’s new' ^efehse chief; ' 
, . i^o. of. his three! hrothets: 
were -killed, one gn 'the Pacific' 
during World War II and one-in: 
.3 highway .accident at i^adisbn.1

.Surviving : .is his' .youhgest 
brother, ;Dr„ Sjavid Lai^d. pro-- 
fessor of. English at> Los Ange- 
Ids-/State ’College. • •>., <; ' ". 

■'•.'His ‘eldest hrbtheh^ Ensign? 
'iSonndr Lairch was- 29;. when: 'hi£ 
Navy minesweeper capsized in 

■heavy- sdas off <§ods Bay-,; pear 
what wasthen Marshfield„.dre.,j 
on Feb. 20, 1943. He’ was listed ■ 
as missing;tri the; originaijepprt I

the disaster, which .claimed.? 
five dead and 13 listed as miss- j 
iiig; -J •' .J ‘ f

f Brother ■ RichardF MC Laird: 
/was a Madison lumbeiv dealer i 
. at th& tiihe pihis death, Nov. 8;,; 
i'.1967-, at, the ag& pf died/ 
j fti the^fiaiaing wreckage -df his! 
ItrUck* it ari^ underpass, rwhen the i 
■ boom of a IbgTskiddihg machihe/ 
, being carried ori the truck hit 
the'top of the: underpass. .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Misse<L' 
iteaWifOh-dJ . 
Major ’Eyaht/J

No brie hnpws better than- a 
congressman’s wife that politics. 
frequently /gets .1 in the: way of, 
famiiy , affairs.. • .But . Barbara 
Laird,. like..hiahy another^ 
politician's, spouse, bgs;Jeanied;’ 
io/.aocgpt thb iyay -of iifp-that; 
goes with jeifigmarried to. a;. 
public figure,................................. •
//One “incident .she will hot', 
forget occurred -on a summef- 
tday jin' 1954’ and' was described' 
fa^ ftdilows/ in/the .M^FsMeld, 
^N^s-Heraid;.pf Jiffy 17:1 h 
L Congressmen- are suppupedi 
rtO ^how whgt’s. gpingroii trasir' 
I districts bpd " Rep-. M: R, Laird.; 
ijisuaily does, bijt sometimes': 
fallings happen. a littie! before, 
j they are expected' to. ’ - \ .
[ “That ^as/the; case yestefday 
when a hew constitiieht arrived; 
in the MarsHfielff 
*iffstMcL,LpirLhad^
•giix huhd. when ’the mewcoiuer 1 
■arrived,, but they hadnT’,gotteh;j 
Together ort the'/'exact ■time; oh 
^arrival. f
; . Rep. Laird" hastened tO;
hoard a-’ plane, ;at Washirlgtbhi 
;yesterday,'buLalthough; he t’bdk । 
, faffe highi ipad’ instead of thej 
iTpW'.' hoad,’ David - Malcolm; 
Laird: wag ip- Mgrohfield before? 
ihfm. / T; ■ / - ‘ -
1 ‘’fioh'gressmdn:’Laird,'arrived; 
gn.' the 'qty iosLnjghi and Has 
been spending the day with Mrs. 
Lgkd;Jhsp,^ting. the new Ldird 
wM",proppp patephal-.prided ind.' 
IfOMWiiig'.. -acquaintances-, vLith 
Moiiu; and Alison,' the pthgr two 
gnembers, of tffe Laird family.1*. J
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Personal'" participation in 
public service is no stranger to. 

>Mfs,. ■ Helen; /& Laird;. ‘ whp; 
resides at 208: S. Cherry Ave.. 
.here. ' ' - . ■/:
•; ©or this member of d widely- 
known lumbering . and 
.manufacturing' family, , active, 
leadership in .the government Of 
the state and natipn has been a. 
way of fife. v \ '

' Hpr gfandfathei” was-aiiealtlh 
’officer.' and .Wood/County bphrd 
member, her - father was a 
•lieutenant ghFy^rn.pm of 
Wisconsin;, her husband was ‘a, 
state senator, arid her. son, 
longtime Member' -inCongress

' ’1 Mrsi.'Hel^p^ Laird.-"'"'
1 '' ' I- fF’ '--'i-

from , tjie 7th,; ^ongre^sm^ 
District,^s:'tf6w.statedft 
tlie' office - df . kecjeUpy , of 
defens®. ;■- -t, x ■ ,,

Mra -Laird- was one of thb 
.comix natively few women to 
.serve I on the University of. 
^Wisconsin . Board of-' fgegents?:

She ’ succeeded Walter 7 
'Hodgkips. of Ashland ph the’ 
'■board in i951, serving', until May 
1, 1959. . . :

The appointment by Qov,. 
Walter" J. Kohier' made it: 
necessary ' for Mrs- Laird to- 
resign from the Wisconsin Free 
Library Board,, to whicji 'she. 
had been named in June, 1950, 
by Gbv.. Oscar Rennebohm. \

She was ’a iiiember and 
president of , the ^Marshfield 
Board ' of Education, ph which, 
she seryed/.from September; 
1942, until June, 1946. ' . -

■ Mrs. Laird had been appointed' 
to the "board originally, to- fill a' 
vacancy caused by th e 
resignation of Dr., D. J. Vari;
'Pattern'She wad elected, tq. at 
•.thrgp-yhPh terrh ‘jm 'April;. i9f44;. 
and <eryed until jnaking her 
.decision, to- resign. ■ ■

During World War I! she was 
_appointed' one, of 25. state 
directors of the Wisconsin Wht 
Fund; organizedwto support a*, 
broader standard of giving- in 
the various war arid community-' 
•chest driyes. ’ ...' f ‘ ■

: She also, served from 1936' to, 
,:19§9 pb' tKe 1 Marshfield^ tFrep>; 
Library Board. ■ ■ .. ' ‘;

A graduate pf the University; 
pf Wisconsin in’1912, Mrs. Laird 
was 'one of the. founders’ of -the? 
Beta, phaptehdf ThetaBigma Pjiff 

-at; the- University..’ When the? 
honorary • journalism sorority 
held its. silver .^nnjyefsary. 

■handiiet for theiMgtrix Sable iri 
1955 -to -honor 500 ipijfstanding: 

.’■women’- -of Madison hnd> the; 
University, Mrs., Laird„ wbs’ 
selected as toastmi§tfess.'. 1 ‘

For .many years ' she ; was 
secretary of'the Connor Li mber 
and Land .Company, ’being, 
succeeded hy her sori in Adgustj- 
4?52.x. . : ■.

(Indicate page, name of 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

■f.

A grandfather of Rep. Melvin, 
ig,; Laird came to ' the Wood; 
County pinery as an 8-year-old 
boy to carve out a career in both- 
industry and'politics, and cap
ped his .political life as ii'eute-. 
hapt governor of 'Wisconsin/ . 
, William' D. Connor was ’ ;80 

tyeafs old when he .died Nov. 20, 
1944, in,- Phoenix, Ariz, ?,

The-1?^. Legislature said pf 
ihim- ifi; a- memorjai resolution? ■ 
;.- ‘(An indomitable courage and1, 
tehacityx of purpose Chrried-'him 

sthfough "crises, to which .mehnof 
Tespef capacity -.would haye; 
succiinibed. ‘ • •

- “It : is ” with regret. . and- 
'reiuctanpe' - tpat; the"- state 
wijn'essies" the passing pf another' 
■pioneer,,, .another Inik wmwb, 
past ,.apd: 'the rdpresehtalKfe- of 
■amither political:-era.8 , | .

★' it .- .
Connor had served; more than 

20 years -as. a ‘member of the 
Wood' -County Rdar.d, for -many-, 
years as its chairman.;’ A?, a

■ preceded him'by g; few months 
I in. .the trek;acrp§VMichigan. and', 
■ Wisconsint finding what ' they- 
‘ -sought .in -the northern- area of
: ‘Wood County in 1872. ■ w 1 ’; \ 
. - Together the .brothers cleared 
-thfr iahd,. planned! the'villa je’-of 

• iiburhdgie, .built .a. store -and* 
p^tteffice;- started: a school, and: 
constructed a sawmill. . , .

' Young ' William D un c am 
Confibr. combined work in the;

i sawmill with- his. schooling, jie- 
'Attended. Dake forest .Academy;

, and' State Normal School;,.
’ hoping to become'a lawyer, 
; the. iuinber business directedihis" 
i .life into- that area. - ■ W 
; He\ constimeted- the mill at? 
’ .Stratford] :nameddforthe place. of 
i his. birth, and .became president, 
:6f tee iL .Spnnor L^^ Co. in

: 1896.. The- previous year main 
■ offices of. the firm had been 

’impved" to- Marshfield; fpf better
s ।supervision- over two mills, iim 
; Clark, County and .seven others 
;in the area under cutting 
-contracts., Connor Lumber and- 
Land Co. headquarters were 
■established, in Lappa in 1900./ , > 
■ ' ■ ' ' \ ‘

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Republican, , he became 
prominently identified with- the- 
case pf 'Rpbdrt M„ LaFollette Sr. 
■and' the- Progressive \paf ty,. 
particularly im the. early years, 
which maw the ’ s c h ism 
developing between tire Stalwajjt1 
and Half-Breed factions- of Abe' m

” • ' - r " r,chairman, efi .the Republican:
CorUr was born at Strafe] /Wal Committee and 

hn4&r^ari^;^r^.44,.' fe aa .an^n.
Ithe' sin. of cRphert Cophp£\a.j 
hiatiye.; pf 'S<?'otiandi /• Robert’s^ 
ibrdthers, ’..John, .and James,!

; Connor became increasingly 
prominent & political affair§. 
;®roin-‘ 1904 to 1906 he was
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served $s. lieutenant governor 
under : James 0. Davidson in 
1907-0$. ’ ' „ - .

Previously he, had been a- 
delegate.’ -to nuhiprpiis state', 
conventions of the party and 
wap aa .delegate to the nitipnal 

i.cb^YpfttibA hi’ 1904. During 
EWorld .^ar.The wak-dhairman of]
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iDefense. . . . . < ■■■.,,■• «-:
' ■ For many ■ years . he was; । 

■ -presidShi- :pf .the: pld, ‘.Ameidpah'h 
jfatioij il :Bank.‘ .te
Firsts National Bank. of. Stekens i._ 
fidint.l ' ; 4 AAv; i; ., 1. ’ L’i

Connor’s; iinte^gst. wps ..largely j' 
fre-sp;ofnsd;Me ' for .t.he{ 
gstahjishmeni W thg Marshfield',::< 
prge Library^: whidb' h0' seryed; . 
>S-pr^sident^ He ,
^ag- been .a trustee of Carroll . 
College-at Waukesha- and pfthe J 
goV vanished Wood- . Cobnty : 
formal School /in:- Wisconsin: : 
.Rapidk. ■; . ' i>;
tf He married;’ -bliss. ^Mary. B. i) 
^Witter of Wisconsin. Rapids Aug. j 
41, 18.8^, >Sh& preceded -him;,in , 
(death; July-16, 19.35.;. • .. . .
s The former •ii.eu-ten:anf 
‘/gpyernor yias 80 years old'Avhen- * 
jhe was stricken with pneumonia-

Wiiliain th Connor:in; June, 1944;, He recovered I 
^sufficiently to- leave, the jbbspitaij-1-- 
(here-and-go-to 
! Wisconsin’s,;^ weather
jSent ;bim to; phoenix,-wheve he; 
■diedthkee, weeks..^ -.. / i 
k -The- .roots’, [if jhe Connor? 
-enterprises -■. in;. Wood County
.were .cut - in ’ 1954,.- ’ when; 
'headquarters, ,.of, -the Connor 
Lumber and Land Qo. 'was. 
|transferr.ed. r ■ ;
r' Connor’s daughter,. Mrs. Helen! 
C. Rairdi mother' of the new 

’.defense secretary, and .son W^ 
;D, 1 §'oiinor„ continue: ‘.to- i ial?e,' 
.thei1 home in. Marshfield.. The! 
.g^r .'children - are -Goldon,: 
Wausau; .Richard, - Laona, mndi 
Mrs. James. >D;r Mpdraliy 
.Albuquerque, :N.M.‘ . • J

James.



WILLIAM P. NUGENT
Chief Clerk

Office of the Chief Clerk

MADISON

53702

December 27, 1968

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

RE: MELVIN R. LAIRD

I, WILLIAM P. NUGENT, Chief Clerk of the Wisconsin Senate 
do hereby certify that on page 4 of the Senate Journal of 
January 8, 1947 appears the Certification of Election by the 
Secretary of State of MELVIN R. LAIRD to complete the balance of 
a term (two years). The recording of Melvin R. Laird and other 
senators taking their oath as Wisconsin State Senators is recorded 
on page 5 of the Senate Journal of January 8, 1947. Page 17 of 
the Senate Journal of January 8, 1947 records the appointment of 
Melvin R. Laird to the Committee on Labor and Management and to 
the Committee on Veterans1 Affairs.

A Certification by the Secretary of State for the Senators
Elect, including Melvin R. Laird for a 4-year term, appears on 
page 4 of the Senate Journal of January 12, 1949. Recording of 
the Oath is also on page 4 of the same journal. Page 17 of
the Senate Journal of January 12, 1949 records the appointment of 
Melvin R. Laird as chairman of the Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
and as a member of the Joint Committee on Finance. Page 5 of the 
Senate Journal of January 10, 1951 records the appointment of 
Melvin R. Laird to the position of Chairman of the Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs and as a member of the Joint Committee on Finance. 
The Wisconsin Legislature adjourned sine die on June 14, 1951, which 
is recorded on page 1721 of the Senate Journal.

Senator Laird appears on practically all of the roll calls 
recorded in the Senate Journal between January 8, 1947 and 
June 14, 1951. .

WILIAM P. NUGENT, Chiff Clerk Senate

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of December, 1968.
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Standard Form 86
AUGUST 1964 
U.S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
(F.P.MaCHAPTER 734) 
~ 1/11-107 '

SECURITY INVESTIGATION DATA 
FOR SENSITIVE POSITION

BOB approval No. 50-7x208

CASE SERI AL NO.^C^uoToniy)’" "

INSTRUCTIONS.—Prepare in triplic^t^using a typewriter. Fill in all items. If the answer is “No” or “None",” so state. If more space 
is needed for any item, contiMp under item 28.

8. DATES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE. (1/ actual places of residence differ from the mailing addresses, furnish and identify both Begin wit If present 
and go back toUanuary 1. 1937. Continue.under item 28 on other side if necessary.! ,

1. FULL NAME

{Initials and 
abridgements of 
full name are 

not acceptable.
If no middle 
name, show 
“{NUN}’’; if 
initials only, 

show "(no given 
or middle name)'*

Z^STN^NjE) (FIRST NAME) (MIDDLE NAME)

LiAIRD Melvin Jr.. Robert
2. DATE OF BIRTH

September 1, 1922
OTHER NAMES USED. (Maiden name, names by former marriages, former names changed 
legally or otherwise, aliases, nicknames, etc. Specify which, and show dates used.)

nickname "Bom1' used only by close friends
//J ‘

3. PLACE OF BIRTH

Omaha, Nebraska
4. g] MALE □ FEMALE . ..'

5. HEIGHT

6* 0"

WEIGHT

193

COLOR 
EYES ,
brown

COLOR 
HAIR . 
browi

6. □ SINGLE 

0 MARRIED 

□ WIDOW(ER) 

□ DIVORCED .

7. IF MARRIED. WlDOWED. ORD1VORCED; GIVE FULL IIAMEAND DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH OF SPOUSE OR FORMER SPOUSE. INCLUDE 
WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME. GIVE DATE AND PLACE OF MARRIAGE OR DIVORCE. ' ’ " "
{Give same information regarding all previous marriages and divorces.) -

Barbara Laird (maiden name: Barbara Masters), born March 9, 1922
Married October 15,1945 Indianapolis, Indianh

FROM TO - ' NUMBER AND STREET CITY ’ STATE

1953 present 313A E. ’3rd Sf. Marshfield ’ Wisconsin
1947/ 1953 " 301A S. Cherry St. Marshfield Wisconsin
1937 1947 208 S. Cherry St. Marshfield . Wisconsin

Temporary residences in Washington, D. C. at 6812 Georgia Street from Dec. 1952 
until 1956; and at 5703 Kirkviood Drive, Washington, D. C. 2001’6, from that time on-;-

9.

El u.s. CITIZEN

□alien

□ BY BIRTH □ NATURALIZED

■ ■ CERT. NO. .

ALIEN REGISTRATION NO.

- PETITION NO. •

DATE. PLACE. AND COURT '/
□'DERIVED-PARENTS CERT. NO(S). ' z

REGISTRATION NO. ■ NATIVE COUNTRY DATE AND PORT OF ENTRY
* - j

!0. EDUCATION. {All schools above elementary.}

- NAME OF SCHOOL . - . . ADDRESS FROM (Year!. . TO (Year! DEGREES

Marshfield Jr. High School, Marshfield 
Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest, Ill. 
Marshfield Sr. High School,.Marshfield

Wis

Carleton College
Wis

1936 -
1938
1939

Northfield, Minn

-1938 
1939 
1940 
1944 B

II. THIS SPACE.FOR FBI USE. (See also item 29.! 12. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 392-14-5736 |
13. MILITARY SERVICE {Past or present) NSVy

SERIAL RO.
(If none, give grade or rating 

’ at separation)
BRANCH OF SERVICE 

{Army, Navy, Air Force, etc.) FROM (Yr.! TO (Yr.!

331 .064_________ Navy 1.942 ■1946 '



^SIGNArUKt AND IIILt Ob AUlMUKUtD *(5tMCT UbHClALJ

14. HAVE.YOU EVER BEEN DISCHARGED FROM THE ®®D FORCES UNDER OTHER THAN HONORABLE CONDITIONS®® YES KI NO. ' ,

{If answer is “Yes,” give details in item 28.)^^v ‘ *,
. » *v

15. EMPLOYMENT. {List ALL employment dates starting with your present employment. Give both month and year for all dates. Show ALL dates 
and addresses when unemployed. Give- name under which employed if‘different from name now used:)' ‘ ‘ ’ . -

FROM TC
NAME OF EMPLOYER {Firm or agency) ADDRESS

• AND SUPERVISOR {Full name, if known) .{Where employed) , TYPEOFWORK. REASON FOR LEAVING

aJan., 
1953

' Jan., House of Representatives . ~ M. C. „. appt, to Defens
1969 -Washington, D. C. - ■ ' ’ •............ • ‘ . Secretary .

1946 1952 Connor Building Supply Co. Laona, Wis. Secretary-elected to Qongr ass
fA'

1946 195

Ji

2 Laona Northern Railroad ” ’ " Secretary-Treasurer .

■ - • : ■ r ' ~ /' . ' • '

. J .

• - - ' ’

16. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN DISCHARGED (FIRED) FROM EMPLOYMENT FOR ANY REASON? □ YES S NO. . •

17. HAVE YOU EVER RESIGNED (QUIT) AFTER BEING INFORMED THAT YOUR EMPLOYER INTENDED TO DISCHARGE (FIRE) YOU FOR ANY REASON? □ YES E]NO. 
{Xf your answer to 16 or 17 above is “Yes” give details in item 28. Show the name and address of employer, approximate date, and reasons in 
each case. This information should agree with the statements made in item 15—EMPLOYMENT.) '

18. HAVE YOU.EVER BEEN ARRESTED, TAKEN INTO CUSTODY. HELD FOR INVESTIGATION OR QUESTIONING. OR CHARGED BY ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY? 
{You may omit: {1) Traffic violations for which you paid a fine of $30 or less; and {2) anything that happened before your 16th birthday. All other 
incidents must be included, even though they were dismissed or you merely forfeited collateral.) 1 I YES KI NO.

IF YOUR ANSWER IS “YES.” GIVE FULL DETAILS BELOW: ,
. LAW ENFORCEMENT 

DATE CHARGE PLAGE AUTHORITY ACTION TAKEN

-
v. i

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1968 0-299-784
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19. HAVE YOU EVER HAD A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN OR HAVE YOU EVER HAD MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR A MENTAL CONDITION? DYES 0 NO. 
(If-your answer is ‘'Yas," give details in item 28.) '

20. FOREIGN COUNTRIES VISITED(SINCE 1930). (Exclusive of military service.) : '

COUNTRY ’ • DATE LEFT U.S.A. ' DATE RETURNED U.S.A. PURPOSE

See Item 28 ’ ' ’

21. ARE YOU NOW. OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN. A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY. U.S.A.. OR ANY COMMUNIST OR FASCIST ORGANIZATION? □ YES gj NO.

22. ARE YOU NOV/ OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF ANY FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC ORGANIZATION.- ASSOCIATION. MOVEMENT. GROUP- OR COMBINATION OF 
PERSONS WHICH IS TOTALITARIAN. FASCIST. COMMUNIST. OR SUBVERSIVE. OR WHICH HAS ADOPTED. OR SHOWS. A POLICY OF ADVOCATING OR APPROVING THE 
COMM1SSIONOF ACTS OF FORCEOR VIOLENCE TO DENY OTHER PERSONS THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. OR WHICHSEEKS- 
TO ALTER THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES BY UNCONSTITUTIONAL MEANS? □ YES E3 NO.

23. IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 21 OR 22 ABOVE-1S “YES." STATE THE NAMES OF ALL SUCH ORGANIZATIONS. ASSOCIATIONS. MOVEMENTS.. GROUPS. OR COM
BINATIONS OF PERSONS AND OATES OF MEMBERSHIP. IN ITEM 28 OR ON A SEPARATE.SHEET TO:BE ATTACHED TO-AND-MADE-APART OF THIS FORM. GIVE-COM
PLETE DETAILS OF YOUR ACTIVITIES THEREIN AND MAKE ANY EXPLANATION YOU DESIRE REGARDING YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR ACTIVITIES.

NAME. IN FULL ADDRESS ' FROM TO OFFICE HELD

24. MEMBERSHIP IN OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. (List all organizations inwhich you are now a member or have been a member, except those which show 
religious or political affiliations.) (If none, so state.)

NAME IN FULL ADDRESS TYPE FROM TO OFFICE HELD

Am. Legion Post 54, Marshfield, Wis. service 1946 1968
Am. Legion 40 et 8 " " it ' 1951 1968
Free & Accepted Masons, Marshfield, Wis. fraternal 1952 1968 - -
Military Order of Purple Heart service’ 1944 1968
United Commercial Travelers, Marshfield fraternal 1950 1968
Jr.. Chamber of Commerce, Marshfield business 1950. 1968
Elks Lodge, Marshfield, Wisconsin fraternal 1946 1968

25: RELATIVES. {Parenta, apouse, divorced spouse, children, brothers, and sisters, living or dead. Name of spouse should include maiden name and 
any-other names by previous marriage. ILperaon is dead,.state “dead” after relationship and furnish information for other columns as of time 
of death.)

RELATION

■father /dead 
Mother 
wife

NAME IN FULL

Melvin R. Laird Sr- 
Mrs. Helen C. Laird

YEAR OF 
BIRTH ADDRESS

COUNTRY OF 
BIRTH

PRESENT 
CITIZENSHIP

18^8 
1888

Marshfield, Wis
ti it

Barbara Masters Laird 1922 tl tt

It

U 
U 
U 
U 
U

S.
S.
S.
S.’
S.

u’ s/
^d5rotk&r/dead Connor. LifiTS/ 
Lbfother/dead, Richard M. Laird

H

1915 Madison, Wisconsin
U 
U

S
S

] u. s

U. 
U. 

b6 U. 
b7c U. 

■- u. 

’ U. 
.. V. 
/ U. 

u.

S.
S.
S.
S.
S,. .■ 
s'.
s. .
s.
s. .



e

26a. REFERENCES. (Alamo three persons,
<■ NAME IN FULL M

fives or employers, who-are aware of your qualthcatioui^nd fitness.')

E ADDRESS BUSINESS. ADI YEARS KNOWN

Hon- John Byrnes, M.C., 1215 25th St. ^Arlington, Va., -2206 Rayburn HOB
Hon. Glenard Lipscomb, M.C., 5810 "Osceola Rd.; D.C22457.Rayburn HOB
Hon. Geo. Mahon, M.C., 1200 N. Nash, Arlington, Va., 2314 Rayburn HOB

'sffice
since 
since

1940
1953
1953

26b. CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATES. (Name three persons, such as friends, schoolmates or colleagues, who know you well.).

NAME IN FULL HOMEADDRESS BUSINESS ADDRESS ■YEARS KNOWN

See Attachment

27. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN THE SUBJECT OF A FULL FIELD OR BACKGROUND PERSONAL INVESTIGATION BY ANY AGENCY OF THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT? 1X1 YES Q NO.- (If your answer is *'yes,” show in item 28, (I) the name of the investigating agency (2) the approximate 
date of investigation, and (3) the level of security plearance granted, if known.) See -attachment  '

28. SPACE FOR CONTINUING ANSWERS TO OTHER QUESTIONS. (Show item numbers to which answers, apply. Attach a separate sheet if there is not 
enough space here.) • .

20.' As a Member of Congress, I visited most of the countries'of western Europe and 
also East -Germany. ’ All of my foreign visits have been as a Member of Congress on 
government business or sponsored by one of the military services. I visited Europe 
and certain Middle East countries in 1953 and again visited Europe in 1959' and 1965'. 
I am available for interview to supply additional information on my foreign travels. 
They have all been in connection with the World Health Organization and by membership 
on the House Appropriations Committee.

29. REPORT OF INFORMATION DEVELOPED. (This space reserved for FBI use.) DATE:

Before signing this form check back over it to make sure you have answered all questions fully and correctly.
> -CERTIFICATION ’ ‘ \

I Certify that the statements made by me on this form are^trtue^cpnyjlet^ correct ^to* the-best7^in:
belief, and are made in good faith.

False statement on this form December 14, 1968'
Is punlshabla by law. -(DATE) ” •Sign original >on copy)

INFORMATION- TO BE FURNISHED BY AGENCY

INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENCY: See Federal Personnel Manual-Chapter 73d and FPM Supplement 296-31, Appendix A, for details 
on when this form is required and how it is- used. If this is a request for investigation before appointment, insert "APPL” in the 
space for Date of Appointment and show information about the proposed appointment in the other spaces for appointment data. 
The original and the first carbon copy should be signed by the applicant or appointee. Submit the original and the unsigned 
carbon copy of the form, Standard Form 87 (Fingerprint Chart), and any investigative information about the person received on 
voucher forms or otherwise, to the United States Civil Service Commission, Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Washington, D.C., 
20415. If this is a request for full field security investigation, submit these forms to the attention of the Division of Reimbursable In
vestigations; if this is a request for preappointment national agency checks, submit these forms to the attention of the Control Section.

RETAIN THE CARBON COPY OF STANDARD FORM 86 (SIGHED BY THE APPLICANT OR APPOINTEE) FOR YOUR FILES

DATE OF APPOINTMENT

DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY

TYPE OF APPOINTMENT . .. ’

□ EXCEPTED

□ COMPETITIVE. (Include indefinite and tem- 
porary types of competitive appointments.)

'.CIVILSERVICE REGULAT1ON NUMBER OR 
OTHER APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY

TITLE OF POSITION-AND GRADE OR 
SALARY

DUTY-STATION SEND RESULTS OF PREAPPOINTMENT CHECK TO:

This Is A Sensitive Position

(SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED AGENCY OFFICIAL)

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1968 0-299-784



security investigation data
FOR SENSITIVE POSITION

• Hon. Melvin R. Laird 
Member of Congress"

b6
b7C

26b.

■ Robert F. Froehlke, 
home address: 
business "

(have known him all my life)

Ed Hellei, (have known him all my life) . ,
. hone address: 410 W. Blodgett, Marshfield, Wisconsin •

business " Marshfield News-Herald, 111 W. 3rd St., Marshfield, Wisconsin

Steve Derounian, (have known him since 1953)
home address: 15 Carteret Place, Garden City, N. Y.
business " 600 Old Country Road, Garden City, N. Y.

27. '

Received top security clearance in 1956 when I became a member of the Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee. _
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0-20 (Rev. 7-27-67) | DjfeLoach 

Mohr 
Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _

‘ Rosen
Sullivan . 
Tavel — 
Trotter _ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy .

I

, UPI-7
_ ’ (LAIRD) O

I NEW YORK—RICHARD NIXON HAS CHOSEN REP. MELVIN R. LAIRD. R-WIS., 
ITO BE HIS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, THE NEW^^ork times said today.

LAIRD AND NIXON AGREED UPON THE APPOINTMENT FRIDAY WHILE FLYING 
TO THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS CONFERENCE AT PALM SPRINGS, CALIF., 
ACCORDING TO THE TIMES.

1 WASHINGTON COLUMNISTS ROLAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK ALSO SAID
I TODAY LAIRD . WOULD BE THE NEW DEFENSE SECRETARY.

.. LAB^D, WHO KAS GENERALLY TAKEN A HARD LINE ON VIETNAM, WAS OFFERED 
»|THE POSITION AFTER IT WAS TURNED DOWN BY SEN. HENRY M. JACKSON, 
^D-UASH., ACCORDING TO BOTH REPORTS.
. LAIRD, 46, IS CHAIRMAN OF THE POLICY-MAKING HOUSE REPUBLICAN 

CONFERENCE AND ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL REPUBLICANS ON CAPITOL HILL« 
THE CONGRESSMAN HAS INDICATED THE UNITED STATES SHOULD NOT SETTLE 
FOR ANYTHING SHORT OF A "FREE” SOUTH VIETNAM.

JACKSON, RETURNING TO SEATTLE, WASH., LAST NIGHT FROM HONOLULU 
TOLD NEWSMEN HE WOULD MEET WITH NIXON IN NEW YORK ON FRIDAY, 
ONLY TO DISCUSS NATIONAL SECURITY. HE REFUSED TO COMMENT ON 
LINKING HIM TO THE CABINET POST, 

12/9—JJ918AES

BUT 
REPORTS



TELETYPE

TO SACS ^WASHINGTON FIELD - ENC/ (4) I (BSM)
MILWAUKEE 
"MINNEAPOLIS 
-ST. LOUIS 
BALTIMORE

BOSTON
NEW YORK

FROM DIRECTOR FBI

MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD,

Tolson----------------- 
DeLoach -------------  
Mohr--------------------  
Bishop ----------------  
Casper-----------------
Callahan-------------- 
Conrad----------------  
felt--------------------  
Gale--------------------  
Rosen-----------------  
Sullivan--------------- 
Tavel------------------  
Trotter----------------  
Tele. Room---------
Holmes--------
Gandy--------

PLAINTEXT

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COffiWCATIOHS SECTION

12/23/68

URGENT

SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED?^/W 4

DECEMBER TffiMra^, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL

NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION

OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.BY PRESIDENT-ELECT

BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN TWENTYTWO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA

AND IS MARRIED TO THE FORMER BARBARA MASTERS. RESIDES THREE

ONE THREE A EAST THIRD STREET, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, AND HAS

TEMPORARY RESIDENCE AT FIVE SEVEN ZERO THREE KIRKWOOD DRIVE, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. RECEIVED BA CARLETON COLLEGE. A
RE&24 M&33 5^/'/

NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA, NINETEENFORTYFOUR. SERVED U.S. NAVY

NINETEEN FORTYTWO TO NINETEEN FORTYSIX, NSN THREE THREE_ONE

ZERO SIX FOUR
...i ■

V

NOTE: Request received today from Nixon Administration

OJA:pn
(5) '

/ J
ETYPE UNIT CT RETURN TO MR

V

ROOM 1256 0



TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD 
RE: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

LAIRD EMPLOYED LAONA NORTHERN RAILROAD, LAONA, WISCONSIN, 

AS SECRETARY-TREASURER, AND CONNOR BUILDING SUPPLY COMPANY, 

LAONA, WISCONSIN, AS SECRETARY FROM NINETEEN FORTYSIX TO NINETEEN 

FIFTYTWO.

HE HAS BEEN MEMBER, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

WISCONSIN SINCE JANUARY, NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE. FORMER MEMBER 

WISCONSIN STATE SENATE.

LAIRD’S FATHER DECEASED. WIFE, THREE CHILDREN, AND MOTHER, 

MRS. HELEN C. LAIRD, RESIDE MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN^ I I,

TWO BROTHERS

DECEASED.

CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATES LISTED BY LAIRD INCLUDE 

ROBERT F. FROEHLKE,|

b6
b7C

ED HELLER, FOUR ONE

ZERO W. BLODGETT, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, BUSINESS ADDRESS 

MARSHFIELD NEWS DASH HERALD, ONE ONE ONE WEST THIRD STREET, 

MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN; AND STEVE DEROUNIAN, FIFTEEN CARTERET 

PLACE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK, BUSINESS ADDRESS SIX ZERO ZERO OLD 

COUNTRY ROAD, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK.

SEE WHO’S WHO FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. STANDARD 

FORM EIGHTYSIX FOLLOWS BY AIRTEL FOR WFO, MILWAUKEE, MINNEAPOLIS, 

AND LOS ANGELES.

— 2 —



TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD 
RE: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CONDUCTED UNLESS 

INFORMATION IS DEVELOPED NECESSITATING SAME, AT WHICH TIME 

PRIOR BUREAU AUTHORITY SHOULD BE SECURED.

DUE TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST, IT IS IMPERATIVE BUDED 

BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED.

SPIN.

- 3 -



4-22 (Rev. 1—22-60) * ..

Federal .Bureau of Investigation

1^ | Name-Searching Unit - Room 6527
I I Service Unit - Room 652
I Forward to File R^viev^
I I Attention
I I Return tp*

Ext.Supervise
Type of References Requested

I IR edular Request (Analytical Search)
I ^tAH References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
I I Subversive References Only
I I Nonsubversive References Only
I— I Main References Only

Z~. . ■
Type of Search fOqu^gtdcl^ IwOQ

I I Restricted to Locality of----------------------
I I Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
I I Buildup I I Variations

Birthdate & Place---------------------------------------------
Address ----------------------------------------------------------

Localities -------------------------------------------------------

R Date
Prod. ' > ~ ___________

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
b3
-b7E -------

64

6^



Numerous reference v

4-22a (Rev. 1 1-17-59)

Supervisor Room

initial //G>

Prod. ---------------------------------,4—
FILE NUMBER SERIAL



4-22 (Rev. 1-2.2-60) ♦

Fe’deral Bureau of Investigation 
Records Brai^^

, 19LCP

L_.. J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
I I Service Unit - Room 6524
I IForward to File Review
I .1 Attention___________________________
L I Return to___________________________ 

Supervisor Room Ext.
Type of References Requested:

I I Regular Request’(Analytical Search) 
*<X11 References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)

I I Subversive References Only
I---- 1 Nonsubversive References Only
I I Main References Only

Type of Sgurch Requested:
I '^'Restricted to Locality of
I | Exact Name Only (On the

] Buildup
se)

] Variations

Subject__________
Birthdate & Place L

; £ I

Address

Localities

R#__4 
Prod.

Searcher //
Initials_ M*

file Dumber SERIAL
b6

71 b7C

—
/



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10, „
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES

3010-106

ERNMENT•

Memorandum
^Tolson — 

/QDeLoach
Mohr
Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan

TO :

FROM :

SUBJECT:

W. V. Clevelan

Mr. Gale date: December 23, 1968 Rosen p—________ 
Sullivan_________
Tavel___________
Trotter_________
Tele. Room_____
Holmes_________
Gandy________ _

SPECIAL INQUIRIES 
NIXON ADMINISTRATION 
CABINET APPOINTEES

from the 
who have

We have today received requests for investigations 
Nixon Administration of the - following individuals ■ 
been named to Mr. Nixon’s Cabinet:

Clifford M. Hardin, Secretary of Agriculture;

Walter J. Hickel, Secretary of the Interior;

Melvin R. Laird, Secretary of Defense;

George W. Romney, Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; 

f •

George P. Shultz, Secretary of Labor;

John A. Volpe, Secretary.of Transportation; 
/ /

Maurice H. Stans, Secretary3Of Commerce. • -

ACTION:

The cases have been ordered separately to the 
field for immediate attention, and you will be advised of . .. 
any unusual developments. The field has been instructed to 
conduct no neighborhood investigations in these cases without 
prior Bureau approval. . . .

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Gale
1 - Mr. Cleveland
1 - Mr. Young

DHY:dbh



BALTIMORE 04 618PM VXC

URGENT 12-23-68 FSM

TO WASHINGTON

BALTIMORE

FROM DIRECTOR

MELVIN ROBERT

FIELD MILWAUKEE MINNEAPOLIS

LOS ANGELE’S BOSTON NEW YORK

3P

LAIRD, JR., SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDE

DECEMBER TWENTYSEVEN, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL

NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION

OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT

ELECT.

BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN TWENTYTWO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, 

AND IS MARRIED TO THE FORMER BARBARA MASTERS. RESIDES THREE 

ONE THREE A EAST THIRD STREET, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, AND HAS 

TEMPORARY RESIDENCE AT FIVE SEVEN ZERO THREE KIRKWOOD DRIVE, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. RECEIVED BA DEGREE CARLETON COLLEGE, 

NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA, NINETEEN FORTYFOUR. SERVED U.S. NAVY 

NINETEEN FORTYTWO TO NINETEEN FORTYSIX, NSN THREE THREE ONE 

ZERO SIX FOUR. 

END PAGE ONE



PAGE TWO

LAIRD EMPLOYED LAONA NORTHERN RAILROAD, LAONA, WISCONSIN, 

AS SECRETARY-THREASURER, AND CONNOR BUILDING SUPPLY COMPANY, 

LAONA, WISCONSIN, AS SECRETARY FROM NINETEEN FORTYSIX TO NINETEEN 

FIFTYTWO*

HE HAS BEEN MEMBER, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

WISCONSIN SINCE JANUARY, NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE. FORMER MEMBER 

WISCONSIN STATE SENATE. .

LAIRD’S FATHER DECEASED. WIFE, THREE CHILDREN, AND MOTHER, 

MRS. HELEN C. LAIRD, RESIDE MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN. | I

DECEASED

TWO BROTHERS
b6
b7C

CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATES LISTED BY LAIRD INCLUDE

ROBERT F. FROEHLKE

ED HELLER, FOUR ONE

ZERO W. BLODGETT, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, BUSINESS ADDRESS 

MARSHFIELD NEWS DASH HERALD, ONE ONE ONE WEST THIRD STREET, 

MARSHFIELD, WISCONSINV AND STEVE DEROUNIAN, FIFTEEN CARTERET

PLACE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK, BUSINESS ADDRESS SIX ZERO ZERO OLD 

COUNTRY ROAD, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK.

SEE WHO’S WHO FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. STANDARD 

FROM EIGHTYSIX FOLLOWS BY AIRTEL FOR WFO, MILWAUKEE, MINNEAPOLIS, 

AND LOS ANGELES.

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE

NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CONDUCTECD UNLESS 

INFORMATION IS DEVELOPED NECESSITATING SAME, AT WHICH TIME 

PRIOR BUREAU AUTHORITY SHOULD BE SECURED,

DUE TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST, IT IS IMPERATIVE BUDED 

BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED.

SPIN;

END

TLN

FBI BALO

FBI BALTO



Melvin R. Laird 
Seventh District 

Wisconsin

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D> C.

Mr. DeLoach—y*
M4j0ohr__

—
Mr. jasper_____
Mr. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad____
Mr. Felt_______
Mr. Gale_______
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel______
Mr. Trotter____
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes____
Miss Gandy____

..... — ...................

Thank you for your kind expression of 
congratulations on my appointment as Secretary of 
Defense-designate.

The job is a big responsibility and I 
want you to know how much I appreciate your kind 
words and expression of support.

May the year 1969 bring peace throughout 
the world.

With best wishes and kindest personal 
regards, I am

L



SAC, Hew York

Director, FBI

S
MELVIN R. LAIRD
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
PUBLIC APPEARANCE 2/1-2/69

GENERAL.WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND
CHIEF OF STAFF
UNITED STATES ARMY
PUBLIC APPEARANCE 2/G/G9

1/30/69

1 - C. D, Brennan
1 - Liaison
1 - P. D. Putnam

The Office of The Provost Marshal General (OTK'G), 
United States Army, has advised that Secretary of Defense 
Melvin D. Laird will be leaving Washington, D.C., at one p.m. 
on 2/1/69 for New York City and will be returning to Washington 
at one p.m, on 2/2/69. While in New York, he will be meeting 
With United Nations officials. It is anticipated by the OTFKG 
that some publicity will be afforded this meeting. / \

The Army Chief of Staff William C. Westmoreland will/ 
be traveling to New York City from Washington, D.C., at 11 a.m. 
on 2/6/69. He is scheduled to return to Washington from / 
New York City at 6 p.m. the same date. While in New York, he 
is to have lunch with representatives of ’’Newsweek” magazine" 
and to attend a meeting of the Calvin Bullock Forum at J 
One Wall Street. /l/i!

In the event you receive any information concerning
demonstrations directed against the 
this information should be promptly 
well as appropriate local agencies.

Secretary or the General 
furnished the Bureau as

NOTE:
The above information was furnished Liaison Agent

U
N
R
E
C
O
R
D
E
D
 
C
O
P
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I
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E
D
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

TO

FROM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
DATE:Mr. Bishop 12/9/68

Tolson_____ , 
DeLoach ________
Mohr____________
Bishop _________
Casper_________
Callahan
Conrad __
Felt ZT____

jpale -------------
Rosen__________
Sullivan________
Tavel------------------
Trotter__________
Tele. Room_____
Holmes_________
Gandy __________

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN MELVIN R.^LAIRD(R—WISCONSIN)
POSSIBLE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

IN NIXON ADMINISTRATION

The 12/9/68 issue of the ’Washington Evening Star 
reported that President-elect Nixon had chosen captioned individual 
to be Secretary of Defense.

■ Our files reveal that Laird was born on 9/1/22 at 
Marshfield, Wisconsin. He attended Carleton College, Northfield, 
Minnesota, graduating with a B. - A. degree in 1942. He was elected 
to the 83rd Congress on 11/4/52, and has been re-elected to sub
sequent Congresses, for which we have congratulated him on a number 
of occasions, the most recent on 11/6/68.

Our files reveal that we have enjoyed cordial relations 
with him and have had limited but friendly correspondence, mostly of 
a constituent nature. He and his son toured the Bureau in 1959, and 
an autographed copy of ”A Study Of Communism” was sent to him in 
January, 1963. Congressman Laird in return sent the Director a 
icopy of his book, ”A House Divided, ” which was autographed ”to my 
friend J. Edgar Hoove^best wishes, Mel Laird. ” On 11/9/67, the 
Director sent him a letter of condolence on the death of his brother 
which resulted from a traffic accident in Madison, Wisconsin.

Laird is'on the House Appropriations Committee.
No arrest record was located concerning him.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.



0-20 (Rev. 7-27-67)
190 son 
DeLoac 
Mdhr — 
Bishop . 
Casper . 
Callahan 
Conrad 
Felt _ 
^ale — 
Rosen. 
Sullivan — 
Tavel-----  
Trotter----  
Tele. Room 
Holmes---  
Gandy-----

UPI-24 .
(LAIRD)

.WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT-ELECT RICHARD NIXON IS MAKING A SHARP BREAK
WITH PRECEDENT IN SELECTING REP. MELVIN^LAIRD, R-WIS., TO HEAD THE 
PENTAGON. LAIRD WILL BE THE FIRST' DEFENS'E~SECRETARY RECRUITED FROM 
CAPITOL HILL

THE BREAK’iS PROBABLY INTENTIONAL, PORTENDING AN ERA OF SMOOTHER 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, THE NATION’S LARGEST 
EMPLOYER, AND A CONGRESS WHICH MADE A PRACTICE OF CALLING LAIRD’S 
PREDECESSORS TO PERSONAL ACCOUNT FOR EVERYTHING FROM BOOT LACES TO 
BATTLESHIPS

THE 46-YEAR-OLD CONGRESSMAN’S SELECTION FOR THE POST HAS NOT 
BEEN OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED BY NIXON HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK, BUT 
INFORMED REPUBLICAN SOURCES SAID THE APPOINTMENT WAS SET FOR 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN WASHINGTON TOMORROW EVENING WHEN NIXON UNVEILS HIS 
ENTIRE CABINET ON NATIONAL TELEVISION.

12/10—EG1007AES

not recorded 
184 MAR 3 1969

n
WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE



0-19 (Re^ 7-17-68)

£
Tl

- J I •

Glee

Tolson  
DeLodch

’ Mohr--------  
Bishop 
Casper 
Callahan — 
Conrad _— 
Felt------  
Gale-----  
Rosen ---  
Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes  
Gandy 

4
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’ .^tt^is;9!feahd^
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be if he-(Nixon): j 
changes bis-mind! atihAlastJ 
mihute—an<£^ ■ : j

-Laird- lias-',capitalized on hj&]
? positipn bn' the. H^ <

. Appropriations subcommittee;, i 
djo; begqmd ibis^^ j

’spqkestahn'p:^
.ahdE Has- proved to be- -more* 
.accurate than the Peiitagon • 
ritselS bn-the,'.®^ of -the Viet-.; 
rnam-wqr;< 1 !
L But-'asr.gn. eighRterm Oom' 
.gressmap;- -jie. liaSi -had little j 
admihigtratiye 'experience that» 
WCraTd. pi?e^ fob -ruh-j 
nihg the huge defense estab-; 
lishment; ^hreoyer, be wilt, lie! 
pitted"’ against- a • pemocrgttej 
EdngEessth&fa
as a hard-headed member of7 
thd opposition.’ . . ' < ’ ■ t

.Nixon: Is; expected to an- 
jounce-.- the appointment 
jwithin the next few days. ''' ; 
Ranted §trg^J; j 
j bmrdWas/Qffered’the Pehta-1 
? gon post after Sen. .Henry/Mx 

• -1 Jackson ?.(I)i\Yash:j turned -it.) 
■ {down. •

| While, hxplanatiojisvaried, 
ion’ ;why ffaekspn rejected the 
taqsiuqn,-' one sspurgh high-Utt 
Ithb Nixpp -gairi^saiS j^t night 
tihait WS'^ifigtou^Seha^^^ 
|derpahded more of
j aetidn- than- any; President 
botild grant!, ■ ' ’ 1 ‘ 

f Hhttdl'y/ho. -wasi. at Nixmi-’s 
I side through mgejl.'-Qf ’the gob

P77r1nrli>'.rl:i.|,4t ' .t

Waiits Quick ’

.^‘ytGgorge^ ‘ ’

' Rep, R Laird. IR-! 
^is.) j?’ sITted -to- be Prgsi,- j 
■(lent Nixoii’s Secretary of . 
Befgiise.’^^H? ..._ •;

birst.;wpi?4'bK Appoint-., 
mejit came 'Sh^a^bblumd by’ 
Rowland;' Eyahs'^nd -iiobe'rf-'j 
Novak, distributed; yesterday 
for. publidatiori in Tlie-Wash^ j 
angton- -Post; and bthernewspa-; 
■per& They yep^rfediflatly that 1 
Lairtt will be Nikovs: Defense’ 1 
Secretary. 1. ■
’. Evahsd$pd''17qvak;^ : 
although
cialiy to be 4 hard-line’.-ajiti- ■' 
Cbmmuriist in,’ fbfeigh policy-j, 1 
,he; y/ill he a' strpngforce'.fpr- hj 
qiiiekly negotiated Vietfiam ( 
settlement “and' (has -acltnbwL .j 
edged' tlie .probabilitybf.a-.cpa- 5 
lition goyernment in Saigon.” j

, Wili.Pxert lhfluehce ; i ■ /.
; glgd ‘Sai^-

that 'LgiEd;; 'wlthRihia’’ifwia^ 
riihgirig -interests -ahd;:epe®iyi’’; 
is...cgrtainAto; -.exer^ infliiehge: 
on ;siich -bQnT.defense matters’ 

- as fiscal policyj social welfefdi 
ahd; tho Rebuilding; iff thei-qi-t 
tie^. i&Qlpnih’..appears bfi Stage 
A2i’.] • ... . >' - \ J?’J 

i';' KSxnfi-aides confirmed '.last ’
night ^.thgt; Laird’
asked afid-bas accented, j’; NOT RE^O 

^MAR'b 1969

Kb

a®

3

Is

REP. MEtyiN ;R, LAIRD

The Washington Post i 
Times Herald f f

The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York) 
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post_____________
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World-___________
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer 
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)'

_ . dec 9. .Date__________ :______



TtjcaltopaS^^ Wag, , asked 
’m-iSriy'hfter'tHqi^
were interested- in a'Cabinet 
post. A ,* :

The suppogYtion at that 
tiipe,' \ according 7 ip? - Nixqii 

f aidesj -was that Laird mightbe 
!, -int |f estfed to beipg .-Sgcrg^fy 

I Lof .He&tfo
H fare.,, . to-,...-_ : , • .7

I
,8

J '• ' The 46-year-oi'd: Congress-i 
I man is the ranking Republican 
| ph tti^ HqUse: Appropriatiphsl 
| HERT §ubcoinmitt^ hiid has] 
| -sho Wil intense; interest in that] 
I field. '/ / ' 7- " j
I ’ But Laird.attoat time said< 
I ‘hb wanted; .'"tp7§tayli'to the] 
I fipusepprpsinha^
I eyeritualliy becqriiihg' the 

publican leader itherg, He air 
ready is chairman of the 
HouSg ‘RppubUcam'i^ 
^the party caucuslgroup; ■ . - 

After’ Japkson turngddbwn; 
’ the . defense> post late'’last: 
Week,. Laird’sname' came .up; 

’ <of,-;fph$h’ •ppnsidefatigmh'A^ 
other Congressman; discussed! 
fofc-the: ipR: WaslRgpf'Gteral^^ 
Ford of MipMgan?-.' Re]id^ 
leader of the House,: •’. ' A,...-, 

if Ford ,had'become Defense
Secretary, .there-, -Was! ^§8dd< 
phoned' haWd Wouldhave'iadp 
vanced tp- the HpRse.-Reppblit 
.cani'eadershipfspdh ,< 
' Ford had ’bedn; ranking 
member oil the HbuselDeRmse- 
ApPwatigiibnS Siihcixnimifipp 
before peWffo&H’ttW Minor-- 

W .deader. pHe' fhu§l,Rdgld! 
[claimeome Militar^u^tfnseq 

. ! Rut Laird .is- qn’-that same < 
hjii’ithry'..‘4§dbdon^ 
has been-the -mostputSpoken; 
■Republican -in-‘ th’d SlpUse ’on;j 
de£enS£dsshesdh:r£^^ I 
. -Rie took Defense;
Secretary ' Robert . S,. id&j 
Naipara- land Rjsl pbpfptrplierJ 
Robert N 'Anthony,-long bed 
fore -most of* his colleagues | 
thoughtit-wasssafei-h ■' *i
tAiRifRiAfifst in^ 
pfiatidns. hearings; .on; the-dH 
fense; Rudgef aiid Tatef-outlqn"1 
the Hou?e''flbor-^t^^^ 
Rehthgoh-S’eSthndtes-pn. what 
the yiethRR. w^ costing-
and Rut ‘put-seme of pis, gwh- 
whichproved to be more :acv 
curate.' ' -to. 4 ;

ip itpd . Democratic1 Raftyis 
'armqf;, .Laird»-stfiick; lard!. at 
:'Fjesi'den$, VM

I in-ljctQbe^ withdraw 
AiRerichit Yilbps Yiet?

; :h^k3aatpto. sik' -months’Aif 
Hanoi ;wpuld! dprjil^

- istop!iiffilfratidn;. J

codisaster .and; that'Re 
cd^dryWrdfqre'- - Rpt longer 
fuRy1 supjorfc the ddliiispd-'A.d’ 
fiiiHist’ratibnls way Rglicy-lae 
wotked to back the -GQP away 
fromWd
policy so that the. Republicans! 
would Rot appear fo Re the 
war party du?ing: 'the election 
pamRaigii.,:. . - ; -. , -.

This-fear that the gbpublig 
cans would, look.lik^awkstto 
thyybtei^i^ 
ijluipyw^ claitn gpringjthe- 
,campaign. thgtEresidbiit John
son planned- -to bring spine 
troppshomefromVietnam—a 
claim Rofiy ide pied- Ry thb Eem 
tagon. :■ .. \ : -' ?■ 

। LuRdpas.pne of theRagdest- 
ripsed ppliticiXiis! in -JVashihg- 
ton^khew his assertion: would 
undercut toe- Democrats- 'if 
troops w-ere-.inde^ 
And, if; thgyl'^TM. ®bt;,lit whs. 
the kiiid 'of .pbliiaraj risk he 
frequently took for what he 
considered toe iargeR dhterest, 
pf his-pafty. ■ : , * .,, ,
; Nixon ■ -appreciated' Lairds 
poiiticai' acumen, long- befpre; 
thi§:' year’s'- piesifeitial -c'am- 
paigh-, ' 7 . ' ‘ ’

Back in 19B0] Nlxon 'turhed 
tp.-Lhird: to.push’thrpughthe 
RphVentipn, the:' scptopromise 
RRatfqrip- wofkedpRi Ry.jifixQii 
;ahdf New-’York QRv! "Nelson 
!Rb&e$eflerj chief ri-;
val for. "toe- presidential 
nomination, < ■';

In'i964; Lai^^ chairmen' 
pf -the Republican; dohVentioxi 
platform Committee. This 
^iai^hg^travetedi -with- Nixon 
as.' an .'RiRupptoaitt^dyiser 'aiid 
edited-® thicR book -'called -file 
Republican. Papers. ■. ..
' ’AS D.effense-Secretefy, La-ifd- 
Will head/an organization that 
eihplpjrs-4$'toi^^ 
will ispendA-abgut; ;$© Rilliqn 
thisTyeaf-Ahaif of the ’whole 
Federal- budget. ■

Besides dust toe .mechanical 
challenge-’pfkeepmg’-such^.g. 
yagttoe^bjis^qntto'^^^ 
Laird wilfRave to make gome 
of the (toughest policy deci? 
sibnkiince-.;^ War H. ! ■' i 
- ge .epm^ -the Pentagon! 
-at. thb. moment .•the, .ignited 
States; miist decide, between 
going -onto ® ^hole, neW genl 
oration of costly weapons or 
'settung £qf the- Sq-
yipt’ ijniou, hopefullyhfhfpiugh; 
negotiations. ’/" . "7- ’"

Laird togs: shown himself in 
hisgfS yeifs in/Cdngress'.to- Rei 
tough enough to stand up to 
the generals and the adihirals 
Who wanfr^ nftW-wehBOhs. 
:pf' nfe^^^uBtibn;.,

,_Jj^3»sstreak -Qt^^saLson- 
servatism promiseVto' make 
him reluctant to-buy billions 
idfA-dpRai^. worth -of'Rew bardr 
ware Unless he 'is fully con
yincedifoe p£uh^ 
''L^-^esame: will be
Secretary of Defense fdr. a 
President who chaiged the 
last administration .with a. ^se- 
curity gap’’ and warned 'of 

' Russia’s progress' in .strategic 
■ weaponry. -- ‘ y-; A .
> ‘So Laird presumably will 
? have' tp- take- steps that seem 

•to close that gap without 
spending all the* billions the 
military chiefs want to lay put 
for.new weapons.. ;

•‘The' 'likeliest course^ giving 
thef pbnditiphg: the iWense 
'Secretary ^nhjerits,,- is pan in? 
crease in- research .and- deyel- 

, oun^nthfoward ne-fe. weapons 
-ffithptit-cbi^^ 
Administration to bu-ying 
theC^*

Thefe are bound- to be some 
other increases’ aS- well—such 
as Ruil'dihg feprg-'YhibV'te^^ 
nuclear attack submarines Mc
Namara set. as toe limit for 
the Navy; are -nmV-
operational;)-. ; > ■
: But any; wbblebpg: bdying 
of'hew weapons is; 'considered 
unlikely, ■ ;

: For pph. thing, ihany mili- 
'tatystocksbavebeen-depleted. 
and- other pro jecte d such -as 
Rundin-g-shipsiwW^ deferred' 
because of- toe Vietnam War.

For another, many of these: 
new.Tveapon' develppinehts rt< 
subh; as . the- Sen^nel hnti-bjil-: 
ifetic-ihissile program • -to ^e; 
gust stalling Ito >rUh .into big-, 
money. ’’ V ... 1‘!

These demands; limit how 
much, mopey Laird will- have 
ayanabip,invthe,Nixon..budget i 
for costly- new weapons sys
tems. ■ '4

* The new Defehse Secretary 
is expected' to buy’ time Ry 
bpiiducting a broad review of 
military policy and the weap
ons for. carrying it out 
rpihefuthan Rlujigihg tight ih; 
ahdi.feyamRing:Defe^ 
tary Clark (Clifford’s - fiscal' 
1970 budget. ... - ' - - ' ' ’

_r Laird' alsol inherits the. iprdb-. 
■lem of theidraft. Calls will be 
igpingiup'as- tlm iSfixM. Admit-. 
igtfauuH -laces .office because

p'fkthe .cyclfcal^afi^^^

. A -larger'ifianieyRvR^ 
age of the men tp bR^gft 
in 1969 will be college gr; 
.uUte^tRemiQSt.affe 
testers ‘ngajiigt; <the;ietn? 
War,; 7 1 ’7’’47’^41

Niicbn. Ras;; Ringed- W 
a vPlunteef army-^-but notJ 
til -the! .'Vidtharn -waf- idR'w 
So -Laird ihust’fhidka WRyl 
eorrectinequitles in-;th&.df| 
law-in'.'tnemh^

k



FEDERAL uliitEAU CF iNVEShc. i 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUST ....

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

DEC2 41968

TELETYPE

FBI WASH DC*

HOLD FOR 2 MSGS PLS

FBI ST LOUIS

155PM CST URGENT 12-24-68 MFS

TO:

MELVIN

DIRECTOR AND WASHINGTON FIELD 

ST. LOUIS (161-NPRC-M) IP

ROBERT^LAIRD, JR., SPI^, BUDEDs DEC.

TWENTYSEVEN NEXT

’Js. Kot----   I
Mr. DeLooeb------1
Mr. Mohr----------- |
Mr. Bishop--------- 1
Mr. Casper---------3
Mt. Callahara----- |
Mr. Conrad--------|
Mr. Felt---------— I
Mr. Gale------------ |
Mr. Rosen-----------3
Mr. Sullivan------- 1
Mr. Tavd--------- -

| Mr. Trotter-------  I
Tele. Room--------- I
Miss Holmes-----. ;
Miss Gandy------ .

WITHOUT FAIL.

REBUTEL, DEC. TWENTYTHREE, LAST.

APPOINTEE'S US NAVY SERVICE RECORD NOT LOCATED NPRC, 

PROBABLY MAINTAINED BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL, WASH., D.C.

WFO REVIEW SERVICE FILE, '

NOTE BUREAU ADVISED IMPERATIVE BUDED BE MET, NO DELAY

WILL BE TOLERATED.

P

END



FBI WASH DC

FBI MINNAPLS

rEucuAL Gu'KEAU OF iNVESTIGATiO‘1 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Jt COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
: DEC241968

' U TELETYPE J

448M 12-24-68 URGENT JMM'

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR AND BOSTON

-INNEAPOLIS (161-472) IP

MELVIN ROBErAaIRD, JR., SPI. BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY

SEVEN NEXT

'RE BUREAU CONFERENCE TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTY THREE

LAST

APPOINTEE ATTENDED CARLETON COLLEGE, NORTHFIELD, 

MINN., NINETEEN FORTY TO NINETEEN FORTY THREE WHERE HE 

COMPLETED HIS JUNIOR YEAR. . IN JUNE, NINETEEN FORTY THREE 

APPOINTEE ENTERED U. S. NAVY IN V TWELVE PROGRAM AND 

ATTENDED ST. MARYS COLLEGE, WINONA, MINN. FROM JULY TO 

OCTOBER, NINETEEN FORTY THREE. THEREAFTER, THE DATES 

UNKNOWN BUT PRESUMABLY IN FALL OF NINETEEN FORTY THREE 

OR WINTER OF NINETEEN FORTY FOUR HE COMPLETED A COURSE 

OF STUDY AT THE NAVAL SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL, WELLS LEY

MASS., WELLSLEY UNIT

BOSTON AT WELLSLEY, MASS., WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE5^

INQUIRY AT WELLSLEY COLLEGE REGARDING APPOINTEE'S EDUCATION

AND CHECK AVAILABLE CREDIIJAND CRIMINAL RECORDS

END

FBI WASH DC



- FQ^63 (Rev. 3-3-67) ’

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REFERENCE

Bui*eau Teletype to Washington Field, et al, 12/23/68.

- RUC -

- A* - 
COVER PAGE

APPROVED

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT
TALS

CASE H AS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I I YES | |NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS □ Y ES | |NO

CONV1C. AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

IN CHARGE

COPIES MA

1 Minneapolis (161-472)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency /
Request Reed. /
Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By MM

Notations

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

NOT RECORDED

DEC 30 .368



FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

U ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: ROBERT R. BREWER Office: Minneapolis
Date: December 24, 1968

Field Office File #: 161-472 Bureau File &

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr.

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: Appointee attended Carleton College, Northfield,
Minnesota, during normal school year from fall of 1940 
until June, 1943, when he entered U. S. Navy. In U. S. 
Navy appointee attended St. Mary’s College, Winona, 
Minnesota, in summer and fall of 1943. Grades earned 
while in U. S. Navy applied toward appointee’s Bachelor 
of Arts degree at Carleton College. Appointee received 
B. A. degree from Carleton College on May 29, 1944. Credit ’ 
and identification checks negative.

- RUC -

Details: AT NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA

EDUCATION

On December 23, 1968, Mrs. RUTH WEIDENHOFER, 
Secretary, Carleton College Registrar’s Office, advised 
after reviewing her records that MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr., 
born September 1, 1922, at Omaha, Nebraska, whose permanent 
address is listed as208 Ch er ry_-Street, Marshfield, 
Wisconsin, entered Carleton College on September 17, 1940, 
and attended this college during the ndfmal school year 
until June 14, 1943. While here he completed his studies 
through"and~including his Junior year. She continued that 
on June 14, 1943, he entered the United States Navy and 
while in the Navy attended St. Mary’s College at Winona, 
Minnesota. from July through^October, 1943, exact dates 

^not listed. At. St. Mary’s College he earned 18 semester 
hours of credit and later on attended the Naval Supply Corp 
school, Wellsley, Massachusetts, Wels&sley Unit. She continued 
that the appointee was commissioned an Ensign in the United

£ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-O —273-878

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.



MP 161-472

States Navy but the date was not recorded.

Mrs. WEIDENHOFER continued that the credits which 
he earned while in the U. S. Navy were applied toward the 
total number of credits earned and therefore on May 29, 1944, 
he was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree by Carleton College 
in the field of economics.

Mrs. WEIDENHOFER stated that these records contain 
no information of an unfavorable nature. She added that 
the appointee resided on campus while attending Carleton 
College and also stated that there is no one presently 
connected with this institution who could possibly recall 
him.

AT WINONA, MINNESOTA

EDUCATION

On December 24, 1968, Brother_LEO J. NORTIIAM, 
Registrar, St. Mary’s College, advised after' reviewing' 

I his records that the appointee attended St. Mary’s College I under the U. S. Navy college training program comiflonly 
/ referred to as ”V-12." He advised that the appointee 
( entered St. Mary’s College on July 1, 1943, and successfully 
" completed the naval training prograijT'in October, _1943, 
exact date unrecorded. He stated that the~appdintee ^was 
an excellent student while at St. Mary’s College and the 
18 semester hours of credit which he earned while here were 
transferred to Carleton College at Northfield, Minnesota, 
to apply to his degree inasmuch as he had attended Carleton 
College prior to entering the Navy.

Brother LEO J. NORTH,"’! advised that his records 
contain no information of an unfavorable^nature concerning 
the appointee and there "is* no one presently connected with 
this institution vzho could possibly recall him.

AT NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA

CREDIT AND IDENTIFICATION

On December 23, 1963, Chief of Police ROBERT 
SLETTEN, Northfield Police Department, advised that his 
records contain no information identifiable with the appointee.



SIP 161-472

AT FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA

On December 23, 1968, Deputy Sheriff HENRY SANDERS, 
Rice County Sheriff’s Office, advised that the records of 
his department contain no information identifiable with 
the appointee.

On December 23, 1968, Sirs. IRENE HAND, Clerk, 
Rice County Credit Bureau, advised that her records contain 
no inf oration .identifiable with the appointee.

AT WINONA, MINNESOTA

On December 24, 1968, Miss MARGUERITE TRUDOEHL, Secretary, 
Winona Police Department, advised that the records of the 
Winona Police Department contain no information identifiable 
with the appointee. 1 ~~~

On December 24, 1968, Deputy Sheriff LAMAR FORT, 
Winona County Sheriff’s Office, advised that the records of 
this department contain no information identifiable with 
the appointee. ~

On December 24, 1968, Miss MARSHA BRANDHGR3T, Clerk, 
'Winona Credit Bureau, advised that her records contain no 
information identifiable with the appointee.

3*



FD/&3 (Kev. ’ . ' ’

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

__  LOS ANGELES

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

BUREAU

DATE

12/24/68

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD .

12/23. - 12/24/68
. TITLE OF CASE -

MELVIN ROBERO^LAIRD, JR.

.______ _____________ '_____

REPORT MADE BY .

CHARLES A. SULLIVAN

TYPED BY

grj
CHARACTER OF CASE

SPI ■ ’

REFERENCE: Bureau teletype to Washington Field, 12/23/68.

- RUG -

- A* - 
COVER PAGE.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

APPROVED

CONVIC. AUTO. FUG.

»

COPIES MADE:

FINES SAVINGS

IN CHARGE

RECOVERIES
ACQUIT

TALS
CASE H AS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I IYES | |no 
PENDING PROSECUTION'

OVER SIX MONTHS | | Y ES | |NO

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

Bureau (AIR MAIL)

Los Angeles (161-1348)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Reed. , J ’
JDate Fwd.

3
By V -,3v J

Notations



■FJ>”204 (Rev. 3-3-5 9)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: 
Date:

CHARLES A. SULLIVAN 
December 24, 1968

Offices LOS Angeles, California

Field Office File 161-1348 Bureau File #:

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD JR

Character: ' SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis:

No unfavorable credit information and no identifiable 
arrest record located concerning appointee’s relatives 
at San Gabriel, California; residence verified.

' - RUG -

DETAILS:

' ‘ CREDIT AND ARREST

• The appointeeT ~| reportedly
resided at I

The files of the Alhambra Credit Bureau, Alhambra, 
California, which agency covers San Gabriel, California, 
as caused to be checked by SA RICHARD K. SCHWAB on December 
24. 1968. revealed I

| have been known to 
-this agency since October, 1956. His employment was shown 

l>
] _ I No unfavorable information was contained in
their file and their credit rating was satisfactory.

3

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to
your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.



b6
b7C

LA 161-1348

• On December 24, 1968, the files of the follow
ing agencies as caused to be checked contained no record 
id ent iftable with '

Retail Merchants Credit Association 
Los Angeles, California
Checked by IC BERNARD P. BLAIS .

San Gabriel Police Department
San Gabriel, California
Checked by SA SCHWAB

Los Angeles Police Department and
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office
Los Angeles, California
Checked by IC MILLARD T. ANDERSON

MISCELLANEOUS

said they are loyal American citizens of excellent 
character, associates, and reputation and she knows 
of nothing unfavorable concerning them or any member 
of their family.

b6
b7C

- 2* -



12/26/68
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGETf

A
TO: SACS, NORFOLK j / ! \

PHILADELPHIA [/,'■' .A \ ’

Detroit v ;K
CHARLOTTE : * '

k /
FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232) ~

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., SPI, BUDEO DRCEI©ER TTENTY-SEVEN, 

NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE, LAST, NO 

COPY NORFOLK, PHILADELPHIA, DETROIT AND CHARLOTTE.

HIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION7 

OF LAIRD WHO HAS BEEN MV4ED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT-l ' 

ELECT. EORK SEPTEMBER O:TE, ONE NINE T’O TWO, OMANI, NRCRASKA. 

RESIDES MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, AND HAS TEMPORARY RESIDENCE IN 

WASHIKCTON, D. C. HE HAS BEEN MEMBER, U. S. HOUSE OF 

RSPRESUNTATIVES FROM WISCONSIN SINCE JAIMARY, NINETEEN FIFTY- 

THREE. SEE NT'S WHO FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROTTD DATA.

1 - Teletype Unit
1 - Bureau
2 - WFO

MEL:arw



RFO 161-5232

PAGE TiJO

U. S. SENATOR GAYLORD NELSON OF WISCONSIN WILL BE AT 

WILLIAMSBURG LODGE, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA, THROUGH FRIDAY, 

DECEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN. CAM BE REACHED AREA CODE SEVER ZERO 

THREE, TELEPHONE TWO TWO NINE DASH ONE SIX ZERO ZERO, OR THROUGH 

DOM GONZALES, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS, WILLIAMSBURG LODGE, 

AREA CODE SEVEN ZERO THREE, TELEPHONE TWO TWO NINE DASH ONE 

ZERO ZERO ZERO.

NORFOLK INTERVIEW.

APPOINTEE HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE HOWSE COMMITTEE ON

APPROPRIATIONS. OTHER TASERS INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVE DVnGL J.

FLOOD (D) OF PEWYLVANIA WHO CAN BE REACHED AT RESIDENCE IN

WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA, AREA CODE| ITELETHONE
________________________________________________________________________ b6 

b7C

PHILADELPHIA INTERVIEW.

REPRESENTATIVE ELFORD A. CEDERBERG (R) OF MICHTCAN PREFERS

TO BE CALLED AT ITS RESIDENCE TN I I AREA CODE



b6
b7CUFO 161-5232

PAGE THREE

DETROIT INTERVIEW.

REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES R. JONAS (R) OF LINCOLNTON,

NORTH CAROLINA, OFFICE AT LINCOLNTON, AREA CODE SEVEN ZERO b6 
b7C

FOUR TELEPHONE RE FIVE DASH SIX ONE FOUR ONE; RESIDES AT AREA

CHARLOTTE INTERVIEW.

DUE TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST IT IS IMPERATIVE BUREAU

DEADLINE BE 1ST. NO DELAT TOLERATED.

SUTEL BUREAU RESULTS OF INTERVIEW IN FORM SUITABLE FOR

DISSEMINATION. BUREAU ADVISED.

SPIN.

P.



FBI WASH DC*

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

0EC2U1968

TELHTYP^
I *,'£ --------

j * C' '.P r h' ' ___
I 'fe. Co7ir. J____
1 Mn U'e’t;
‘ P’:>. Gals_______  
J My. Rogers______  
! M-’ SullivCiB____

Mr. Tav's’______
' <»iy. Vrotte,.*____  

_____
7 M„'r ..." ...FBI ST LOUIS

AASPM^RGENT 12/26/68 TUB

JO DIRECTOR AND WASHINGTON FIELD

FROM ST, LOUIS 161-NPRC-C

MELVIN ROBERT-AIRD, JR. SPI, BUDEDs DEC. TWENTYSEVEN NEXT

WITHOUT FAIL.

REBUTEL, DEC. TWENTYTHREE LAST.

ON DEC. TWENTYSIX INSTANT, PERSONNEL, NPRC (CPR), SLMP, 

ADVISED UNABLE TO LOCATE RECORD OF FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT, PAST 

OR PRESENT, FOR LAIRD.

IN VIEW OF NEGATIVE INFORMATION, NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED
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FEDERAE? BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORT MADE BY

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD %

NEW YORK BUREAU 12/26/68 12/23-26/68

MELVIN ROBER^LAIRD, Jr JOHN G. FLEMING
CHARACTER OF CASE

lm£

SPI

REFERENCE

Bureau teletype to WFO, dated 12/23/68

-RUC-

do NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I [YES I |NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS | I YES | Ino

CON VIC. AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

z

APPROVED

COPIES MA

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

QVBureau 
/-New York (161-2698) NOT RECORDED
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Agency

Request Reed. I . *
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By an 13 1989

Notations

GPO : 1968 O - 299-885COVER'WfeE



FD-%4 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: JOHN G. FLEMING office: New York, New York
Date: 12/26/68

Field Office File 161—2698 Bureau File #:

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr.

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: Personal assoicate recommends.

-RUC-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

5^ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878



NY 161-2698 
DETAILS:

PersonaJsog^beb24, 1968? STEVEN J^JEROUNTAN,

600 Old Country Road, Garden City, Ncw’T'ork, advised that 
he has known the appointee since January, 1953, when both 
entered the Congress and they continue to be very close 
friends. He added that the appointee’s wife and Mrs. 
DEROUNIAN are also very close and he stated that if he had 
to invest in a man who would be the most trusted, patriotic, 
conscientious and "not softheaded", he would pick a man such 
as the appointee. He stated that there is nothing to his 
knowledge that would be derogatory concerning the appointee 
or his family, adding that his only fault is that he "works 
too hard".

Mr. DEROUNIAN advised that he and the appointee are 
members of the "Chowder and Marching Group", which is a group 
of Republicans, one of whose members is the President-Elect.

Mr. DEROUNIAN advised that he would give the appointee 
the highest recommendation for a position of trust and confidence 
in the Government.
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' FEDERAL^UREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’

REPORTING OFFICE

MILWAUKEE

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

BUREAU

DATE

12/26/68

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

12/23 - 26/68
TITLE OF CASE ...

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

I 
h' S

J------ L---------------------------------------------------------------------

REPORT MADE BY

SA ROLAND A. BALDWIN

TYPED BY

els
CHARACTER OF CASE

SPECIAL INQUIRY

REFERENCES

Bureau teletype dated 12/23/68 and 
Bureau Airtel dated 12/23/68.

- RUC -

COVER PAGE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I IY ES | |NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS | I YES | |NO

CON VIC. AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

SPECIAL AGENT
APPROVED IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
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("^Bureau (Air Mail)

"1-Milwaukee (161-459)
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MI 161-459

ADMINISTRATIVE

It is noted for the information of the Bureau 
that interview with FRANK EDWARD PANZER, associate of 
MELVIN R. LAIRD, was conducted in Room 239, Geriatrics 
Ward, Beaver Dam Lutheran Hospital, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, 
12/26/68. Prior to this interview Miss J. O’CONNELL, 
Attendant Ward Nurse, advised that Mr. PANZER had previously 
suffered a stroke and as a result of this malady was confined 
permanently to a wheelchair. She advised that Mr. PANZER 
had been under constant hospital care for his stroke and 
for generalized diabetes since 3/7/68. She further advised 
that PANZER experienced occasional attacks of unpredictable 
outbursts. She stated at the time that the interview was 
requested that Mr. PANZER currently appeared to be receptive 
to interview and, on the basis of this, contact was made 
with Mr. PANZER as indicated herein.

On 12/26/68, attempts to contact Senator CHESTER 
E. DEMPSEY, at his residence, | I

I I reflected that Senator DEMPSEY was currently
suffering from an undescribed communicable disease and b6 
was, at the time of contact at his residence, undergoing b7c 
doctor’s care and treatment. At this time| |,

~| Senator CHESTER E. DEMPSEY, requested that re-contact 
be made by telephone later in the afternoon. Contact was 
made as requested withl land appropriate questions
were relayed! ]Mr. DEMPSEY who was, at that time,
still confined to his sick bed, making direct telephonic 
contact with Senator DEMPSEY impossible. It is noted for 
the Bureau that results of this interview are being reported 
after contact with| ___ and subsequent relay of
questions to Mr. DEMPSEY. Although the mechanics of such 
an interview are recognized as not the most desirable, the 
conditions requiring Senator DEMPSEY’s bed rest necessarily 
restricted the conditions of this telephonic interview, the 
details of which are set out herein.

- B* - 
COVER PAGE
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UNTOLD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: 
Date:

SA ROLAND A. BALDWIN 
December 26, 1968

Office: Milwaukee

Field Office File *MI 161-459 Bureau File #:

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

DETAILS:

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: Appointee’s residence in Marshfield, Wisconsin, 
verified. Reference recommends appointee highly. 
Credit and arrest checks negative for appointee 
and close relatives. Former associates in 
Wisconsin State Senate recommend appointee without

• reservation. Appointee’s employments at Laona, 
Wisconsin, verified and former employer and associate 
recommend appointee.

- RUC -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

•frU.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-O-273-878
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RAB/ds 
- 1 - EDUCATION

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN V/. SCHALLER.

At Eau Claire, Wisconsin

__  | Her records reflect that I I is currently 
residing at T

On December 26, 1968, MARGARET MADSON, Student 
Personnel Office of Wisconsin State University. Eau 
Claire, advised that 1_____ _________ 1 is currently

b6
b7C

No further information concerning I I was available 
in her records.

2
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EMPLOYMENT

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent NORMAN L. GRISWOLD:

AT LAONA (FOREST COUNTY), WISCONSIN

On December 24, 1968, THOMAS L.^RASMUSSEN, Treasurer 
and Member of the Board of Directors, Connor Forest' Industries 
(formerly Connor Lumber andLand..Company), Laona, was contacted 
at he firm” *

RASMUSSEN stated MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr., was 
formerly associated with Connor as he served as a Corporate 
Officer in two of Connor’s wholly-owned subsidiaries, Laona- 
Northern Railroad Company, a short-line common carrier; and 
Connor Builders Supply Company. RASMUSSEN stated his records 
did not specifically identify LAIRD as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Laona-Northern Railroad, but he assumed he was as he was 
a Corporate Officer. RASMUSSEN stated LAIRD was Secretary of 
the Connor Builders Supply Company.

RASMUSSEN stated company records indicated LAIRD 
began employment with the firm June 18, 1946, and voluntarily 
resigned his respective positions at a board meeting, .August 15, 
1952, -at which time he was elected to the United States Congress 
The above dates covered employment at both companies.

RASMUSSEN stated LAIRD, while employed from 1946 
to 1952, had his office in the firm’s general offices which 
during that period were located at Marshfield, Wisconsin. 
He said the general office was later moved to Wausau, Wisconsin, 
because of various company acquisitions made by Connor.

RASMUSSEN, who advised he had been employed at 
Connor for 46 years, stated he had personally known ’’Congressman 
Mel Laird for many years as a friend and co-worker during the 
period 1946 to 1952.’’ He said the friendship and close acquaint 
ance had been retained from the time LAIRD left the firm to the 
present. He said he was also acquainted with LAIRD’s wife, 
BARBARA.

s
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RASMUSSEN said LAIRD’s work record while employed 
at Connor was ’’top grade.” He said LAIRD always utilized 
his outstanding intellectual ability to perform his assigned 
tasks while an employee. He said LAIRD also distinguished 
himself as a Wisconsin State Legislator and United States 
Congressman.

RASMUSSEN concluded by saying that LAIRD was a 
person of integrity who possessed an excellent character. 
He said LAIRD, as an individual, possessed an excellent 
reputation among his friends, associates and constituents 
in the Seventh District of Wisconsin. He also stated LAIRD 
is known to be a loyal American citizen.

4
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The following investigation was conducted bv 
SA ALLAN JAMES THOMPSON:

AT WAUSAU, WISCONSIN

On December 26, 1968, GORDON R. CONNOR. President, 
Connor Forest Products, Wausau, ^ScOnsTn~aSvised that the 
appointee worked for the then Connor Lumber and Land Company 
from June,1946, to August, 1952. He held title of Assistant 
Secretary. He did riot wof^a'TTausau, Wisconsin, but was under 
the direction of the registered home office in Laona, Wisconsin. 
He does not now hold any position in either company. He was a 
very capable, energetic and hard worker. His character, morals, 
integrity and background were above reproach. He would recom
mend the appointee for a position of trust and confidence with 
the Government.

. • j 4-v>n+ Tei-ifH wpa Secretary of the Leona—Northern Railroad
= Iulias JU — , ^h^hsidiarie^ ^^Conno^her 

“enerSSwieesSere “ Marshfield, Wise. Mr. Connor stated that at the- 

time of Laird’s employment, he, Connor, was Executive 
Connor Lumber and Land Company. It was the custom of 
the Assistant Secretary which was Mr. Laird to be the

Vice President of t 
this company to have 
Secretary of the

two subsidiary companies.

5
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN.

At Madison, Wisconsin

On December 26, 1968, the State of Wisconsin 
1968 Blue Book, compiled by Wisconsin Legislative Reference 
Bureau, State Office Building, Madison, the official register 
of State Legislators in Wisconsin, reflected the following 
record for the appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR:

Elected to the State Senate in 1946

Re-elected without opposition to the State Senate 
in 1948

Elected to the United States Congress in. 1-952 . 
from the Seventh Congressional District and re
elected on each subsequent term, to date

During his tenure in the Wisconsin State Senate, 
the appointee served in the following positions:

j Wisconsin Committee on Improvement of Educational
I System, 1947 - 1949

) Legislative Council, 1949 - 1953

Chairman of Legislative Council, 1951 - 1953

Chairman of Taxation Committee, 1949 - 1951

Member of Joint Finance Committee, 1949 - 1952

Member of Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, 
1947 - 1952

Chairman of Veterans Military Affairs Committee, 
1949 - 1952

gA
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~ REFERENCES------ ;----  b6

The following investigation was conducted by b7'
SA ALLAN JAMES THOMPSON:

At Marshfield, Wisconsin

EDWARDHELLER, Editor, "Marshfield News Herald,” 
advised on December 24, 1968, that he has known the appointee 
and his family for many years. The appointee’s mother, 
Mrs. HELEN C. LAIRD, presently resides in the City of 
Marshfield at 208 South Cherry Street. The appointee 
maintains a residence at 313 A East- Third Street. but 
resides with his wife. BARBARA, | ~~

I in Washington. D. C. 'THe~a"ppointee’s 
|Wiscons in St ate 

University at Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

The appointee is a person of high moral character, 
a very loyal American, and a person with an excellent 
reputation in the community. He knows of nothing in the 
appointee’s background or in any member of the appointee’s 
family’s background which would reflect unfavorably upon them. 
He also believes the appointee has the highest integrity. 
The appointee’s background in the Federal Government and 
State Government is in the field of finance and defense, 
which would qualify him for any position of responsibility 
in the Government. He would not hesitate to recommend 
the appointee for a position of trust and confidence.

On December 24, 1968, WALTER WOLFHARDT. Chief of 
Police, Marshfield, advised that he has known the appointee 
and his family for the past 22_years. The appointee has 
an excellent reputation in tfiSTcommunity. His integrity 
and loyalty are beyond question. He knows of nothing 
in the appointee’s background or in any member of the 
appointee’s family’s background that would reflect unfavorably 
upon them. The appointee has done an outstanding job as 
a Congressman for the Seventh District, and he has the 
ability to perform any task assigned to him in the Government. 
Mr. WOLFHARDT recommends the appointee for a position of trust 
and confidence in the Federal Government.

6



MI 161-459
2

On December 24, 1968, VIRGIL TAYLOR, Pastor, 
First Presbyterian Church, Marshfield', advised that he has 
known the appointee and his family for the past three years. 
The entire LAIRD family, including his mother, Mrs, HELEN 
C. LAIRD, is very active in the Church, The appointee is 
an ordained elder of the Church, He has never heard, during 
the time he has known the appointee, any derogatory 
comments concerning him or his family. The entire family 
is well known and igc respected in the community. The 
appointee has unquestionable, high moral standards, character, 
integrity, and |oyalty, He definitely recommends the appointee 
for a position of trust and confidence in the Government and 
states appointee has the ability to perform any task assigned b6 
to him, b7'

 On December 24. 1968, BENJAMIN WING, I I 
I__________________________ L advised that he has known the
appointee and his family for the past 30 years. The appointee 
is an honest, hardworking, loyal American, He has done 
an excellent job as a Congressman from the Seventh District. 
He has never heard any derogatory comments regarding the 
appointee or his family, either from Democrats or anyone 
else iri the Seventh District, Mr, WING believes the appointee 
has the ability to perform any task assigned to him. He 
does not 'hesitate to recomoid the appointee for a position 
of trust and confidence with the Government,

On December 26, 1968, DINA HAYDEN, Postmistress, 
Marshfield, advised that she hasTknown the appointee and 
his family since 1954. They all are hardworking, loyal 
Americans, The appointee is a person Of unquestionable 
character, morals, and integrity. He is very well respected 
in the Marshfield community as well as in the Seventh District, 
She knows of nothing in the appointee’s background or in 
the appointee’s family’s background that would reflect 
unfavorably upon them. She believes the appointee has the. 
ability to perform any task assigned to him. She recommends 
him for a position of trust and confidence with the 
Government, .

On December 26, 1968, WILLIAM A. UTHNEIER, Manager, 
Chamber of Commerce of Marshfield, advised that he has known 
the appointee and his family since the early 1900’s. The 
appointee comes from a family who is well respected in 
the community. The appointee is of unquestionable moral

2
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character and integrity. He has never had any reason to 
doubt the appointee’s loyalty. The appointee has undoubtedly 
the ability to do any task that is assigned to him. He 
has never.heard at any time any derogatory comments concerning 
the appointee or any member Of his family. He recommends 
the appointee for the highest position in the United States 
Government.

On December 26, 1968, JOHN L. STAUBER, President, 
Citizen’s National Bank, Marshfield^ has known the appointee 
and his family for the past 40 years. His bank thinks 
so highly of the Congressman from the Seventh District 
that they ran an ad in the ’’Marshfield News Herald” 
congratulating the Congressman on his appointment. The 
ad read, in part, ”Yes, the entire state of Wisconsin, 
regardless of political belief, can be proud that a ’native 
son’ will be helping to^fcide the nation in the difficult 
days ahead. We at thaSgstizen’s National Bank take great 
pride in congratulatif^PLaird on his appointment. We know 
he will use his many abilities to advantage for the entire 
country...and the country will be better for it.” STAUBER said he 
cannot say enough about the appointee. He has unquestionable 
morals, character, and integrity. He is a very loyal American. 
Because of his long background in government circles, he 
would undoubtedly be able to handle any assignment given to 
him. In all the years he has known the appointee and his family, 
he has never heard any derogatory comments made about them.
He recommends the appointee for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government.

8
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At Madison, Wisconsin

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN.

^WARREN P. KNOWLES, Governor, State of Wisconsin, 
Executive'Mansion, advisecFSpecial Agent CURRAN on December 
24, 1968, that he has been acquainted with and worked with 
appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., since his election into 
the Wisconsin State Senate in 1946. LAIRD has always been 
found to be an individual of high integrity in his business, 
social, and family life. KNOWLES considers LAIRD to have been 
one of the outstanding persons representing the State of 
Wisconsin in the Congressional Group, having a high ability 
in the field of Health, Education, and Welfare. KNOWLES always 
has found good counsel with LAIRD on all problems of Government 
and recognized LAIRD’S ability as an individual who is able 
to pick a problem apart and get down to the meat of the 
situation. .

LAIRD gained immediate respect for his maturity 
and manner of handling situations from all members of the 
Wisconsin State Legislature when he began his political career. 
KNOWLES believes that LAIRD will serve as an excellent Secretary 
of Defense. He knows LAIRD to be an individual of unquestioned 
loyalty to the United States. LAIRD has always been found to 
be an individual of high moral principles and integrity in 
his private, social, and political life.

KNOWLES stated he would highly recommend LAIRD.

9
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROLAND A. BALDWIN.

At Milwaukee, Wisconsin

On December 24, 1968, United _States District_ 
Judge ROBERT E. TEHAN, 2545 NortSTWaiil AvehuC furnished 

"’the f oil ow ing-Inf or ma t i on concerning his association with 
the appointee in the Wisconsin State Senate.

Judge TEHAN was elected to the State Senate in 
1949. He worked in the Senate from January of 1949 until 
May of the same year, at which time he was appointed United 
States District Judge at Milwaukee and resigned from the 
State Senate. During this short period of time, he became 
well acquainted with the appointee and worked with him 
quite closely on various occasions. Judge TEHAN commented 
he had known appointee’s father previously and had been 
closely associated with him as well. He first became acquainted 
with the appointee in the State Senate and has only a speaking 
association with him now whenever they chance to meet. 
During the time they spent together in the State Senate, 
they had no social associations, but Judge TEHAN noted he had 
never heard of the appointee’s being anything but an exceptional 
individual with high character and ideals. The appointee 
always appeared to be very studious and hardworking. The 
appointee appeared to have high political aspirations and was 
working diligently toward these ends.

Judge TEHAN stated further that he had only the highest 
regard for the appointee’s loyalty, character, and associates. 
He felt he could recommend Mr. LAIRD without reservation.

On December 26, 1968, United States Commitsloner_JOHN 
C. MC_j|RIpE, 3467 North Summit, provided the following 
regarding his association with the appointee in the Wisconsin 
State Senate.

Mr. MC BRIDE stated he had served in the State Senate 
with the appointee after the ,appoint eereplaced.Jiis_fat her who 
had diejd_in_1946. Their association was primarily during the 
years 1947 through 1948. Since this time, Mr. MC BRIDE has had 
no contact with the appointee, and during that time his association 
had been only professional.

The appointee enjoyed an excellent reputation 
among his colleagues, and he associated only with fine upstanding 
individuals.

10
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Mr. MC BRIDE recalled that one of the appointee’s 
closest associations was with Governor KNOWLES. He 
associated primarily with other Republican Senators who were 
in the Senate at that time.

Mr. MC BRIDE indicated that the appointee seemed - 
to be of the highest character and was of unquestionable 
loyalty. The appointee was a diligent worker and was very 
capable as a State Senator.

MC BRIDE stated he could recommend appointee without 
reservation based on his brief association in 1947 and 1948.

MC BRIDE added that he had served previously with 
appointee’s father for whom he also had only the highest regard.

11
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent FRIEND ADAMS.

At Beaver Dam, Wisconsin

On December 26, 1968, Mr. FRAM_EDWABD_JgANZEJL 
Room 239, Geriatrics Ward, Beaver Dam Lutheran Hospital, 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, advised the following information. 
He was a former associate of MELVIN LAIRD when he and 
LAIRD were members of the Wisconsin State Senate and as 
members of the Wisconsin State Republican Party. In 
this connection he was acquainted with Mr. LAIRDand his 
immediate family. He considered all of these individuals 
to be of excellent character and he knew each member of 
the family to be of unquestioned reputation and to be 
reputable, law-abiding citizens. In addition, he stated 
that Mr. LAIRD made it a habit of associating with 
individuals who were of the highest caliber and who 
generally were outstanding in their field.of endeavor. 
He advised that basdd on his past knowledge of Mr. LAIRD 
and his friends, family and associates, that he felt a 
high degree of admiration for MELVIN LAIRD and accordingly 
recommended him highly for a position of trust, confidence 
and sensitivity in the higher levels of the United States 
Government. , _b6 

1d7C 
At Hartland, Wisconsin

On December 26, 1968, CHESTER E. DEMPSEY._______ 
Senator, Wisconsin State Legislature7~] _ 

I I advised the following
information. He has been a member of the Wisconsin State 
Legislature for approximately 24 years. During his term 
of office he has had occasion to become personally 
acquainted with MELVIN LAIRD. His last personal association 
with Mr. LAIRD was approximately 15 years ago in his official 
capacity with the State Legislature. He advised that he is 
unacquainted with Mr. LAlRD’s immediate family. He advised 
that based on his past knowledge of Mr. LAIRD he considers 
LAlRD’s character and reputation to be of a highly qualified 
professional nature and absolutely beyond reproach as a law 
maker, citizen and public servant. He knew of no information 
whatsoever which could be regarded as derogatory in any manner 
regarding Mr. LAlRD’s private or public life. He felt that 
the selection of Mr. LAIRD for a position of trust, 
confidence, sensitivity and advisor to the President of the

12
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United States in matters of national defense and 
security was an excellent choice and he heartily 
endorsed Mr. LAIRD in this position with his highest 
recommendation.

13
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CREDIT

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent HENRY W. CURRAN.

At Madison, Wisconsin

On December 24, 1968, BETTY JAY, Credit Bureau b6
b7Cof Madison Incorporated, advised Special Agent CURRAN she b 

could locate no record identifiable with MELVIN R. LAIRD, JR.

JAY advised that she does have a file on RICHARD
M. LAIRD and| [ residing at I I

I L who is a deceased brother of appointee, who died as a 
result of an automobile accident in December, 1967, at 
Madison. The file disclosed favorable credit record.

14
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN.

At Madison, Wisconsin

On December 24, 1968, the following individuals 
advised that they could locate no record identifiable with 
either MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. ,’^6r^ICHARD M. LAIRD:

ALICE MAIDEN, Records, Madison Police Department

JOYCE TELLEFSON, Records Section, Dane County 
Sheriff’s Office

15
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN W. SCHALLER. b6

b7C
At Eau Claire, Wisconsin

On December 26, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM CASEY, Northwestern 
Credit Bureau of Eau Claire Incorporated, advised that 

|has been on record since August of 1968, 
and shows a residence of | His records
also reflect that | |formerly resided in

I The file indicates that no credit rating has 
been assigned to| H and no inquiries have been made.

Mr. ARVIN ZIEHLSDORFF, Chief of Police, Eau Claire 
advised on this date his files show no record for | |



MI 161-459
AJT/bkc
1 CREDIT AND ARREST

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ALLAN JAMES THOMPSON:

AT MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN

GERMAINE BROWE, Credit Bureau, Marshfield, advised 
on December 24, 1968, that MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. has been 
in their files since 1954. His latest credit check was con
ducted in 1962. He is an excellent credit risk. BROWE could 
not find any credit file '‘for* his mother, Mrs. HELEN G. LAIRD, 
or the appointee’s children.

On December 24, 1968, MARION JAHR, Marshfield 
Police Department, advised that she could findjio record 
identifiable with the appointee or any member of~~his family.

AT WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WISCONSIN

On December 24, 1968, DONALD KAYLOR, Wood County 
Sheriff’s Office, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, advised he 
could find no identifiable record for the appointee or any 
member of his family.

1?
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CREDIT AND ARREST

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA NORMAN L. GRISWOLD.

At Crandon, (Forest County), Wisconsin

On December 24, 1968, Sheriff PAUL F. ASCHINGER, 
Forest County Sheriff’s Office, Crandon, which has law 
enforcement responsibility for Laona, Wisconsin, advised 
after checking arrest records, both criminal and traffic, 
that no arrest record could be located for MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD 
JR. -

There is no credi_t_bur_eau_ or credit reposting 
agency located in I^oha,^Crandon, or Forest County, Wisconsin.

18
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ALLEN JAMES THOMPSON.

At Marshfield, Wisconsin

On December 24, 1968, the newspaper, morgue^ of 
the Marshfield News Herald, was searched. The file con
tained no derogatory information concerning appointee or 
any member of his family. '

The following background information was extracted 
from this file:

MELVIN R. LAIRD, Sr., father, was born on a farm 
at Griggsville, Illinois, in 1888, attending a rural school 
and graduating from Griggsville High School. He received his 
BA Degree from Illinois College at Jacksonville. For a 
time, he taught in rural school in Pike County, Illinois, 
and was Principal of Barry High School. He received his 
MA Degree at Princeton Divinity School and was a graduate 
student at the University of Wisconsin and Chicago. His Doctor 
of Divinity Degree was conferred by JAMES MILLIKAN, University 
in Decatur, Illinois. LAIRD entered upon his ministerial 
career at the Presbyterian Church in Prairie Bu Sac, Wisconsin, 
in 1907. In 1911, he went to Marshfield, Wisconsin, where he 
became pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. On April 16, 
1913, he married HELEN CONNOR, a member of a widely known 
lumbering and manufacturing family. Her father, WILLIAM D. 
CONNOR, was a former Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin. A 
graduate of the Univer&ity of Wisconsin in 1912, Mrs. LAIRD for 
many years was Secretary of the Connor Lumber and Land Company, 
being succeeded by her son, MELVIN, in August, 1952. Also 
in 1913, the family moved to Lincoln, Illinois, where LAIRD, Sr. 
accepted a Pastorate. Later, he became President of Lincoln 
College, a Presbyterian (Institution.
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The young pastor and college president volunteered 
for service with the 335th Regiment and spent a year in France 
as its chaplain during World War I. After the war, LAIRD be
came pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Omaha, 
where the appointee was born on September 1, 1922, the third 
of four sons. In 1925, the Reverend Mr. LAIRD gave up his 
ministerial post in Omaha to return with his family in 
Marshfield and enter the lumber business with his father-in-law.

He was elected to the Wisconsin Upper House from 
the Twenty-Fourth District in 1941 and served until his death 
on March 18,_1946. The appointee’s mother still resides in 
Marshfield at 208 South Cherry Avenue.

Brothers

Two of three brothers were killed: One in the
Pacific during World War II, and one in a highway accident b6
at Madison, Wisconsin. His eldest brother,_ENSIGN_CONNOR„LAIRD, b7c 
was 29 when his Navy Mine Sweeper capsized in heavy seas off 
Coos Bay on February 20, 1943. Brother^ RICHARD M. LAIRD was 
a Madison lumber dealer at the time of his death. November 8. 
1967, at the age of 52. | ~

|Los Angeles State College.

Captioned appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. 
attended public school and junior high school in Marshfield, 
graduating from Marshfield Senior High in 1940.

, / He entered Carleton College at Northfield, Minnesota,
where he majored in Political Science and Economics and received 
his_ BA^Dggree in 1944, although he was already in the military 
service then.

In 1942 he entered the United States Navy. LAIRD 
served for 17 months aboard the Destroyer Maddox which was 
employed in Pacific duty. He was wounded during an attack 
on the Maddox in January, 1945.

20
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He was on active duty in the Navy for more than 
three years and a month before his discharge, he announced 
his candidacy for the Twenty-fourth District State Sea>£orship 
left vacant by the death of his father. He was, elected in 
1^6^ and later re-elected to the full four-year_ term two^years 
later. ”

He served on the Senate Labor and Management
Committee, the Veterans Affairs Committee, the Joint Committee 
to reorganize the Department of Taxation, and the State 
Educational Commission during his first term. He later served 
on the Joint Finance Committee and Joint Legislative Council.

In L952_, at the age of 30, he was elected to Congress
from the Seventh Congressional District. As a United States 
Congressman, he served on the House Appropriations Committee. 
He is the ranking minority member of the House Appropriations 
Sub-Committee on Labor, Health, Education, and Welfare, and he is 
a high ranking member of the Defense Sub-Committee.

LAIRD is the recipient of numerous awards, citations,
and honorary degrees. Among them are the coveted 15th Annual 
Albert Lasker Medical Research Award, and the distinguished 
Service Award of the American Political Science Association. 
In making the latter award, the association cited LAIRD as a 
’’forthright and persistent advocate whose intellectual courage 
and ability and consistently enlightened and enlivened public 
discussion of the important issues facing the nation.”

An author and editor in addition to many other activities
LAIRD has authored a ’’House Divided America’s Strategy Gap,” 
"Republican Papers"and edited the ’’Conservative Papers.”

A strong family man, LAIRD married a former Carleton

b6
b7C

classmate, BARBARA MASTERS of Indiananolis. Indiana, on October 
15, 1945. They| I

both of whom reside with their parents.

22
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN.

At Madison, Wisconsin

JEAN COOPER, Librarian, Wisconsin State Journal, 
on December 24, 1968, furnished her clipping file to 
SA CURRAN on MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., for review. This 
file which covered the period from 1946 to present contained 
no inf ormation of a derogatory nature.

2 3*
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FSHK^LfbUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4

REFERENCES:" Bureau teletype to Boston dated 12/23/68. _
~ -z Minneapolis teletype to Boston dated 12/24/68

REPORTING OrEI.^.

BOSTOP

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

BUREAU

DATE

12/26/68
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

12/24-26/68 •

TITLE OF CASE : _
MELLIN ROBER^LAIRD, Jr.

REPORT MADE BY

DALE A. BERNDT

typed by

maf
CHARACTER OF CASE

SPI

- P -

ADMINISTRATIVE ‘ '

. Offices at Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass., ;
•closed for Christmas Holiday to reopen on I/6/69. Records 
regarding Naval, Supply School unavailable until that time. I

LEAD A

BOSTON . Z

’ ' AT WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS. Will obtain educational
data concerning appointee at Wellesley College.

accomplishments claimed

CON VI C. AU TO. RECOVERIES
ACQUIT

TALS
CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □ Y ES I ,NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS | | Y ES | |.NC

SAVINGSFINES

approved
j SPECIAL AGENT

^^14 t IN CH ARGE

COPIES MADE:

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

1 /- Bureau
1 - Boston (161-2028)
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'

Copy fo:

i
Report of: .
Dote:

DALE A. BERNDT 
12/26/68

Office: Boston, Massachusetts

Field Office File lol-2028 Bureau File

Title: ; MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr.

Characier: ’ SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: . Associate of appointee recommended him for "
position of trust with Federal Government.
Credit and arrest checks, Wellesly, Massachusetts, 
set out. . '

- P

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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■ ■ ' b7C

ASSOCIATES ’

On December 24, 1968, ROBERT FROEHLKE. 
Resident | '

I I advised -
he has known.MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. since about 
1930. He and LAIRD grew up,together in Marshfield, 
Wisconsin, and attended high school together. While 
FROEHLKE attended college, his family-and'LAIRD’s 
family lived side by side in a two family dwelling in 
Wisconsin. FROEHLKE served as campaign manager for' 
LAIRD during the- Congressional races in Wisconsin 
from November, 1952, to November, 1966.

• FROEHLKE considered LAIRD to be of the highest 
moral character, one whom’he would "trust with all
'my money, family and business dealings."- LAIRD maintains 
a caliber of associates above reproach and his loyalty 
to the United States is unquestioned. FROEHLKE stated ' 
LAIRD's reputation is excellent, both socially and ' 
in the field of business. FROEHLKE unhesitatingly 
recommended LAIRD?for a position of trust with the 
United States Government. • ’ . • . .

‘ CREDIT . ■ ' •

‘ On December 26, 1968, Special Agent DALE A. 
BERNDT caused the records of the Credit Bureau of * ‘
Greater Boston, Boston, Massachusetts, to be reviewed 
regarding MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. but ho record was 
located. -—• •

. ’ ARREST . -

On December 26, 1968, the records of the , 
Massachusetts Board of' Probation, a central repository 
for criminal convicitions in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and the records of the Wellesley, 
Massachusetts Police Department were reviewed regarding 
the appointee with negative results.

- 2*



FBI WASH DC

200200PM URGENT 12/27/68

TO DIRECTOR

FROM NORFOLK (161-290)

VXPJWrW OF JUSTICE
COMIOCATION SECTION

DECS? 1968

Li*. Tolson—■—" 
Mr.
Mr. Mote------—
Mr. Bishop--- —
Mr. Casper—-—
Mr. Callahan—— 
Mr. Conrad------  
Mr. Felt.-------—
Mr. Gale —■■
Mr. Rosen--- —-

Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Booa-

MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD, JR. SPECIAL INQUIRY. BUDED DEC TWENTYSEVEH®33 ®olT’

^INSTANT

THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED BY SA GENTRY H. LOW|^jjf 

JR., AT WILLIAMSBURG, VA.

us Senator gaylord nelson, state of Wisconsin, this date adviseJ) 

HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD FOR TWENTY YEARS, HAVING SERVED WITH HIM IN THE 

WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE FROM NINETEEN FORTYNINE TO FIFTYONE AND 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS THEREAFTER. HE STATED LAIRD WAS A REPUBLICAN 

MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATURE WHILE HE (NELSON) WAS A DEMOCRATIC MEMBER 

OF THE LEGISLATURE. ■ /

NELSON STATED HE AND LAIRD BECAME PERSONAL FRIENDS, A'ND HE HAS 

KNOWN HIM SOCIALLY AS WELL AS POLITICALLY SINCE THE TIME THEY FIRST 

MET.
Y

HE ADVISED LAIRD IS A VERY ABLE, HIGHLJ DEDICATED, VERY 

RESPONSIBLE MAN WITH NO BAD HABITS SUCH AS DRINKING. HE IS A 

RESPONSIBLE, PATRIOTIC INDIVIDUAL ABOUT WHOM HE HAS RECEIVED NOy 

INFORMATION WHICH WOULD REFLECT UNFAVORABLY

INTEGRITY

FBI WASH DC
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FBI WASH DC*

FBI CHARLT 

US PM URGENT 12-27-68 RUH 

TO BUREAU AND WFO (161-5232) 

FROyCHARLOTTE (161-637) 2P

MELVIN ROBErZIaIRD, JR., SPI, BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY- 

/SEVEN,, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. 
■ -ll '

REWFO TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTY SIX, LAST. 

REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES R, JONAS (R), LINCOLNTON, 

N.C., ADVISED DECEMBER TWENTY SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT 

THAT HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD SINCE NINETEEN FIFTY THREE WHEN BOTH

'£&. T«1£C3---------  4
Sir. DeLoneh------ 
Mr. Mohr---------- i
Mr. Bishop--------  
Mr. Casper--------- S
Mr. Callahan----- . | 
Mr. Conrad------ - *■

j Mr. Felt---------— I’ 
Mr. Gale-------— 1 
Mr. Rosen------- - j. 
Mr. Sullivan----_1 
Mr. Tavel------ -  I 
Mr. Trotter--- _ 
Tele. Becan------- i
Miss Holmes___ - I- 
Mica Ga^sdy___ -

HE AND LAIRD SERVED AS MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPRO

PRIATIONS AND THAT EXCEPT FOR A TWO-YEAR PERIOD BOTH HE AND LAIRD

HAVE SERVED CONTINUOUSLY ON THIS COMMITTEE. MR. JONAS ADVISED 
ft'

HE WOULD RECCOMEND LAIRD VERY HIGHLY FOR THE POSITION OF »

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE OR FOR ANY POSITION IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT.

HE BELIEVES LAIRD IS



PAGE TWO

CE 1S1-G37

HIGHLY QUALIFIED FOR THE POSITION OF SECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE^ HE CONSIDERS HIM EXTREMELY LOYAL TO UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT*

MR* JONAS STATED HE KNOWS OF NOTHING DEROGATORY IN EITHER 

MR* LAIRD*S BACKGROUND OR IN THE BACKGROUND OF ANY MEMBER OF 

HIS FAMILY.

REPORT FOLLOWS.

SPIN.

END.

PGH

FBI WASH DC*
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FBI WASH DC

FEDZUAL BUREAU €f- INVtSTjSAliO.S 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATION SECTION
» DEcs’mwy

TELETYPE

FBI DETROIT

450 PM ORIENT 12-27-68 SFB 

TO DOCTOR

FROM DETROIT (161-NEW) (RUC)

Kelvin rober/Xaird, jr., spi

RE WFO TELETYPE TO DETROIT, DEC. TWENTY-SIX, LAST,

REQUESTING INTERVIEW OF CONGRESSMAN ELFORD A. CEDARBERG AS

FELLOW MEMBER OF APPOINTEE ON HOUSE COMMITTEE' ON APPROPRIATION.

REPEATED UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS ON DEC. TWENTY-SEVEN, 

INSTANT TO CONTACT THE CONGRESSMAN THROUGH HIS RESIDENCE, HIS

BAY CITY OFFICE, HIS PARENTS HOME AND HIS ADINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HAVE BEEN MADE.

IN LIGHT OF THE BUDED ON DEC. TWENTY-SEVEN, NO FURTHER

EFFORTS TO CONTACT ARE BEING MADE.

END
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WA 2

URGENT

456PM

MTS

to director plaintext

VIA TELETYPE
DEC 271968^—'

enciphWed

FROM PHILADELPHIA (161-1272) (RUC) IP

Mr. Tolson
Mr. DeLoach____
Mr. Mohr.______
Mr. Bishop_____
Mr. Casper_____
Mr. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad...._
Mr. Felt________
Mr. Gale_______
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel.
Mr. Trotter_____
Tele. Room_____
Miss; Holmes____
Miss Gandy____

MELVIN ROBERTM.AIRD, JR.; SPI

RE WFO TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTY-SIX LAST

. yiS. CONGRESSMAN DANIEL J, FLOOD, WILKES-BARRE. PA.

SMMM IKiKnWi W™
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND CONSIDERS HIM VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE 

ANDXAPABLE IN THE AREA OF DEFENSE. FLOOD HAS ALSO SERVED 

WITH LAIRD ON THE APPROPRIATION SUB COMMITTEE FOR LABOR, 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE WHERE HE HAS ALSO DONE AN 

OUTSTANDING JOB. . .

FLOOD STATED HE FULLY ENDORSES MR. NIXON’S SELECTION

OF LAIRD FOR THE POSITION OF SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

DEFENSE AND KNOWS NOTHING DEROGATORY RE HIS CHARACTER,

MORALS, LOYALTY, OR ASSOCIATES. /QI

WICH—IS-4'2-2~7~S8~~0O~j:S4^^—-’PLS-GORR.ECI NOT-RECORDED"
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVeMiGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

CHARLOTTE

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

BUREAU

DATE

12/27/68

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

12/27/68
TITLE OF CASE

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

REPORT MADE BY

SA ALBERT P. KOEHLER

TYPED BY

jw
CHARACTER OF CASE

SPECIAL INQUIRY

REFERENCES:

WFO teletype to Charlotte dated 12/26/68.
Charlotte teletype to Bureau and WFO, 12/27/68.

- RUC -

A*
COVER PAGE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □?£$ [ |NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS I IY ES I |NO

CON VIC. AUTO- FUG. FINES SA VIN GS RECOVERIES

APPROVED
\ V\ /Tn SPECIAL AGENT

,n charge
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE: WT

Bureau

1 - Charlotte (161-637)

76A -n
/ ’ _ ~ ' 

i^TRECORPED

34 DEC 30 1968
I__  ■■
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Agency

Request Reed. 1 /
Date Fwd. //M
How 1 < 0
By
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U D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JWftCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

Copy to:

Report of: SA ALBERT P. KOEHLER
Date.- December 27, 1968

Field Office File 161—637

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD., JR.

Office: CHARLOTTE

Bureau File &

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: Representative CHARLES R. JONAS, Lincolnton, N. C., 
highly recommends Mr. LAIRD for position of Secretary 
of Defense. He considers Mr. LAIRD extremely loyal and 
highly qualified. Mr. JONAS knows of nothing derogatory 
in Mr. LAIRD’s background.

- RUC -

DETAILS;

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ALBERT P. KOEHLER at Lincolnton, North Carolina, on 
December 27, 1968:

Representative CHARLES R. JONAS of Lincolnton, 
North Carolina, advised athis office at Lincolnton, North 
Carolina, that he has known MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., since 
1953, when both he and Mr. LAIRD served as members of the 
House Committee on Appropriations. He stated that except 
for a two-year period both he and Mr. LAIRD have served 
continuously on this committee since 1953.

Mr. JONAS advised he would recommend Mr. LAIRD 
very highly for the position of Secretary of Defense and 
would recommend him for any position of loyalty in the 
United States Government. He advised that Mr. LAIRD is 
highly qualified for the position of Secretary of Defense. 
He advised he considers Mr. LAIRD extremely loyal to the 
United States Government. '

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-O-273-878
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Mr. JONAS stated he knows of nothing derogatory 
in either Mr. LAIRD’s background or in the background of 
any member of Mr. LAIRD’s family.

2*
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FEDERALtBUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

NORFOLK

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

BUREAU

DATE

12/27/68

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

12/27/68
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY

SA GENTRY H. LOWE, JR.

TYPED BY

gfh
MELVIN ROBERT' LAIRD, JR CHARACTER OF CASE

SPECIAL INQUIRY

REFERENCE; WFO teletype to Norfolk, 12/26/68

RUC

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE ACQUIT- CASE H AS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 1 1Y ES I Ino 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS I IY ES I INO

con via AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

A
APPROVED IN CHARGE

COPIES MA

1 - Bureau

1 - Norfolk (.161-2 90)
NOT RECORDED
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: SA GENTRY H. LOWE, JR. Office: Norfolk, Virginia
Date: 12/27/68

Field Office File #: 161—290 Bureau File #:

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: U. S. Senator GAYLORD NELSON, State of Wisconsin,
on December 27, 1968, interviewed at Williamsburg, Virginia, 
and stated he has been personally acquainted with appointee 
since 1949. He stated they served in Wisconsin' State Legis
lature 1949 through 1951. He stated appointee is a very able, 
highly dedicated, responsible man. about whom he has received 
no unfavorable information.

. - RUC -

DETAILS:

AT WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA.

U. S. Senator GAYLORD NELSON, State of Wisconsin, was 
interviewed on December 27, 1968, at the Williamsburg Lodge, and 
advised as follows:

He stated he has known MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., for 
about twenty years and stated that they served in the Wisconsin 
State Legislature from 1949 through 1951. He stated they became 
personal friends and have remained friends since they first 
met.

Senator NELSON stated he has known LAIRD socially 
as well as politically and commented he is a very able, highly 
dedicated, very responsible man with no bad habits such as 
drinking. He is a responsible man, who is patriotic,-and he 
has received no unfavorable information about him which would 
reflect adversely on his morals, character, or integrity.

1*
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERALbUREAU OF INVE^riGATTON

SPI

REPORTING OFFICE

WASHINGTON FIELD

OFFICE OF ORIGIN •

BUREAU

DATE

12/27/68

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

12/23-27/68
TITLE OF CASE

MELVIN ROBErZlAIRD, JR.

REPORT MADE BY

SA MARVIN E. LEWIS

TYPED BY

lat
CHARACTER OF CASE

REFERENCES:

ENCLOSURES:

LEAD

Buteletype to WFO, 12/23/68;
Buairtel to WFO, 12/23/68;
St. Louis teletype to Bureau, 12/24/68;
St. Louis teletype to Bureau, 12/26/68;
WFO teletype to Norfolk, 12/26/68;
Charlotte teletype to Bureau, 12/27/68,

To Bureau-original and one copy of IRS report 
dated 12/26/68.

WASHINGTON FIELD

COPI ES MADE:

AT WASHINGTON, D, C
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

Passport check pending.

FINESCONVIC.

APPROVED

SAVINGS RECOVERIES’

WFO (161*5232)

ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

>EpfAL AGENT 
/n CHARGE

4
1

PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER S1X MONTHS

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

NOT RECORDED

2a JAN 301969

NotationsDissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Reed. /'

Date Fwd. /I /
Ho^Fwd.

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967 0-273-877
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UN^D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JlftlCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy fo:

Report of: SA MARVIN E. LEWIS office- Washington, 0. C
Date: 12/27/68

Field Office File 161-5232 Bureau File #:

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR.

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY b3

Synopsis: Appointee has served as U. S. Representative from Wisconsin, 
Favorable comments and recommendations obtained from staff 
personnel, references, and professional associates on House 
Committee on Appropriations. Senator PROXMIRE recommends. 
Satisfactory credit record. No criminal record. Republican 
National Committee, HCUA,_____  OSD, and Secret Service 
negative. Prior background investigation conducted by CSC. 
Appointee served as Congressional Advisor on U. S. Delegations 
to World Health Assemblies at Geneva. Navy service record 
reviewed. Appointee granted access to -soorot-information by 
NIS in connection with Global conferences. Newspaper morgues 
contain no unfavorable information re appointee. Info from 
reference sources at Library of Congress re publications 
set forth.

- P -

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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United States House of Representatives

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR., on December 26, 1968.

. ZE ART,_ JOHN SON, .JR., Sergeant at Arms, United 
States House of Representative^ advised the appointee, 
MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., date of birth September 1, 1922, 
at Omaha, Nebraska, has been a Representative of the Seventh 
Congressional District of the State of Wisconsin, from 
January 3, 1953, until the present. No additional pertinent 

' information was contained in Mr. JOHNSON’S files concerning 

the appointee.

CARL WALLACE, Administrative Assistant to 
Representative LAIRD,.advised he has known the appointee 

in a professional and social capacity since 1964, when he assumed 
his present duties as Administrative Assistant. His social 
contacts with him have included numerous visits to the b6
appointee’s residence at 5703 Kirkwood Drive, Washington, D.C. 
On these occasions, "he had social contact also with the ~~ 
appointee’s wife, BARBARA LAIRD, and I I

__  J He described their home lite as 
exemplary and said the family’s reputation within the 
community has obviously been good.

Mr. WALLACE’S professional contact with the 
appointee has been on a continuous and close basis, both 
within the Representative’s office and during numerous 
official travels made with the appointee in connection with 
business of the Committee on Appropriations. He described 
the appointee as an outstanding legislator and as a person 
of impeccable personal habits and high professional attainment. 
He had no question concerning his morals, sobriety, reputation, 
or associates. He considered him to be a loyal American 
and he recommended him for a position of trust and responsibility 
in the United States Government.

ELSIE B. ASHOOH, Staff Assistant, advised she has 
been employed by the appointee for more than five years. Her
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contacts with him included participating with him and his 
wife and children in numerous social functions sponsored 
by the House of Representatives. She described the 
appointee as a considerate gentleman whose morals, reputation, 
associates, and loyalty are above reproach. She 
characterized his home life as exemplary and advised that he 
and his wife and children enjoy good reputations within 
the community. She recommended him to a position of 
trust and responsibility with the United States Government.

HILLIAM , Legislative Assistant,
advised he has been in the appointee’s employ since mid-1964. 
He described the appointee as an outstanding legislative 
draftsman and as a legislative technician whose judgments 
and opinions have been relied upon extensively by the 
appointee’s fellow members within the Committee on 
Appropriations. He had no question concerning his suitability 
for employment in the highest positions of trust and 
responsibility, within the United States Government. He had 
no question concerning his loyalty or patriotism, nor his 
personal or professional ethics. He recommended him to 
any position of trust and responsibility within the United 
States Government for which he may be found to be qualified.

n
<>
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Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR., on December 26, 1968.

Representative FRANK T. BOW (Ohio), ranking 
minority member of'the Committee on Appropriations (Committee), 
advised that he has been a professional associate of the 
appointee since 1953, when the appointee assumed his duties 
as a member of the Committee. He stated the appointee has 
served during the last four years as the third_jranking member 
of the Committee. Representative BOW advised he has 
consistently sought the appointee’s opinion with regard 
to legislative matters and has often relied upon his 
legislative judgments. He has traveled frequently with 
the appointee in connection with Committee business and found 
him to be an outstanding analyst with regard to Committee 
matters. He described him as a knowledgeable legislative drafts
man and as a gentleman in all respects. He had no question 
concerning his loyalty to the United Staten, nor as to his 
personal or professional ethics. He considered him to bn 
above average in intelligence. He recommended him to a 
position of trust and responsibility in the United States 
Government, saying he had no question concerning his choice 
of professional or personal associates, nor as to his 
reputation or morals.

Representative GLBNA20 P. LIPSCOMB (California), 
ranking minorTty member of SubCommit tee“oh“Defense, said he 
has had a close association with the appointee since 1953. 
He noted the appointee currently serves as second ranking 
member of the Representatives Subcommittee. He described 
him as an acknowledged expert with regard to defense 
expenditures and the utilization of military personnel. He 
has traveled frequently with the appointee in connection with 
Subcommittee and Full Committee business.
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Representative LIPSCOMB said the appointee's 
family life is genteel and moderate in its activities. He 
and his family enjoy a good reputation within the community.

Representative LIPSCOMB recommended the appointee 
without hesitation or qualification to a position of trust 
and responsibility in the United States Government, saying 
he had no question concerning his loyalty to the United 
States, nor his character, personal habits, or associates.

5
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR. on December 27, 1968.

Representative GEORGE H. MAHON (Texas), 
Chairman,rTommittee on Appropriations (Committee) , 
advised he has known the appointee on a close, professional 
and social basis since 1953 during which time the appointee 
served with * distinction as a ‘-minority member of the 
Committee. Representative MAHON, who is also chairman of 
the Subcommittee of Defense, of which the apoointee is a 
member, said that the appointee has distinguished himself 
as a national authority with regard to legislative matters 
as they relate to the Department of Defense. He said the 
appointee by his participation in full Committee and 
Subcommittee matters has dedicated himself to the welfare 
of the country without regard to partisan participation 
in defense matters. He had no question concerning his 
loyalty to the'United Statesnor as to his reputation, 
ethics, choice of associates or sense of dedication to 
his constitutents. He recommended him without qualification 
or reservation to a position of trust and responsibility in 
the United States Government saying his selection or 
nomination as Secretary of Defense is one of the more 
outstanding Cabinet choices of President Elect RICHARD M. 
NIXON.

ROBERTA G. MESSERLY, Secretary, Office of 
RepresentatTve~MiCHAEL J. KIRWAN (Ohio) advised the 

representative is presently not availeblo for interview. 
She said she is authorized to furnish the following 
information in the representative’s absence concerning the 
appointee. The representative has been a close, personal 
and social associate of the appointee for more than twelve 
years having served with him as a member of the Committee. 
Representative KIRWAN, Chairman of the Subcommittee on
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Public Works of the full Committee had also worked closely 
with the appointee in connection with the appointee’s 
service as ranking minority member of the Subcommittee 
on Labor, Health, Education and Welfare. He had recently 
forwarded congratulations to him upon his selection by 
President Elect NIXON for nomination as a member of his 
Cabinet. The ^repr esent at ive knows of no unfavorable 
information concerning the appointee’s character, reputation, 
loyalty or associates. He recommends him without qualification 
to a position of trust and responsibility in the United 
States Government.

Represent at J^TE^^JWHITTEN (Mi s s i s s ipp i ) ,
advised he’^as^know the appointee on a professional 

basis for more than ten years as a result of their 
participation in Committee matters. He considered him to 
be an expert in regard to legislative and fiscal matters 
as they relate: to the Department of Defense and to the 
nation. He had no question concerning his patriotism or 
loyalty to the United States nor as to his morals, 
mannerisms, manliness, reputation or choice of associates. 
He recommended him without hesitation to a position of 
trust and responsibility in the United States Government.

7
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Wisconsin Senator

Senator WILLIAM PROXMIRE advi sed SA TAYLOR on 
December V/, 1968/he has had close personal and professional 
association with the appointee since 1957. He said he has 
repeatedly demonstrated an expert knowledge with regard to 
legislation as it affects the welfare of the Nation. He said 
he is ideally fitted for appointment ‘as Secretary of Defense 
as a result of his distinguished and honorable service as a 
member of the Sub-Committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives. He considered 
him to be an excellent choice for inclusion as a member of the 
Cabinet of President-Elect NIXON. He said, that in his 
estimation, the appointee will serve his country, the Congress 
and President-Elect NIXON well. He had no question concerning 
his morals, ethics, reputation, associates or loyalty to the 
United States. He recommended him without hesitation to a 
position of trust and responsibility in the United States 
Government.
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ACQUAINTANCE

On December 27, 1968, HAMER H. BUDGE, Commissioner, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, advised~SAs PAUL F. 

DOUGHERTY and DARWIN B. GREEN that he has known MELVIN LAIRD 
since the latter became a member of Congress. BUDGE was then 
a Congressman and served with LAIRD both on the Appropriations 
Committee and Defense Subcommittee. They visited one b6
another’s homes and have continued to maintain social and b7c 
professional relationships. BUDGE knows nothing in any 
sense derogatory affecting LAlRD’s character, associates, 
reputation, or loyalty and LAIRD has a fine wife and a 
fine family consisting of three children.

*y^*!*g4 ^4* We*r/me*4n

___________________________________ _____ and
Claire, 
his wife/intl

local home in nearby Maryland. The children attend local 
schools in their neighborhood. He recommended LAIRD for a 
position of trust and confidence in the Government, 
including the one for which he is being considered, without 
reservation.

9
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REFERENCE

The following Investigation was conducted by 
SA TAYLOR on December 27, 1968:

Representative JOHN W, BYRNES, (Wisconsin), advised 
he has kn<5wn the appointee since 1940 when both were 
classmates at Carleton College, North Field, Minnesota. He 
considers him and his wife and children to be among his closest 
personal friends, saying their reputation MritaLn the community 

has always been good. He said his services as a Member of the 
House of Representatives has been characterized by his complete 
and sincere dedication forhis constituents and to the Nation 
as well. Hecconsidered him to be a prime example of a 
dedicated public servant whose experience as a member of the 
Committee and Subcommittee on Defense eminently qualified 
him for a high position with the administration of President
Elect RICHARD M. NIXON. He knew of no information which 
would cause him to question his morals, reputation, associates 
or loyalty to the United States. He recommended him without 
hesitation to a position of trust and responsibility in 
the United States Government.

10
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CREDIT AND POLICE AGENCIES

On December 27, 1968, SE CARL H. PETERSON caused 
a search to be made of the files of The Credit Bureau, Inc., 
Washington> D. C., and was advised the files contained a 
satisfactory credit record for the appointee.

IC KENNETH SHAFFER on December 26, 1968, determined 
that jqo record was contained in the Metropolitan Police De
par tmentfi les ^concerning the appointee, his wife BARBARA 
MASTERS LAIRD.I

b6
b7C

It is to be noted that at all times an indefinite 
number of unidentified records are out of file and not avail
able for review.

On December 26, 1968, IC WILLIAM H. LYERLY, JR. 
searched the files of the United States Park Police and 
no identifiablerecord could be found concerning the appointee 
and above listed relatives.

IC WILLIAM H. LYERLY, JR. caused a search to be 
made of the files of the Montgomery County, Police Depart
ment, and was advised on December 27, 1968, that no record 
was located for the appointee or above mentioned relatives:.

J

11
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MISCELLANEOUS

Republican National Committee

On December 26, 1968, SA W. DANA CARSON determined 
that no record was located for the appointee at the Office of 
Comptroller, Republican National Committee.

Civil Service Commission

On December 26, 1968, SA WILLIAM E. TRAINOR, JR. 
caused a search to be made of the files of the Bureau of 
Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Commission (CSC), 
and was advised/in 1959, the CSC conducted a full field in
vestigation on the appointee at the request of the State 
Department. No additional pertinent information was developed 
during this inquiry^ ——— . •

House Committee on Un-American Activities

The files of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activitiesfreviewed on December 26, 1968, by SE CARL H. PETERSON 

and no identifiable record was found for the appointee.
'( ... 11 " ...... — -I ' 1 ” " "

Office of Security
Department of State

The files of the Office of Sectority (SY), Depart
ment of State, reviewed by SA KENNETH B. HASER on December 26, 
1968, disclosed that on March 25, 1959, the Office of Personnel, 
Department of State, requested SY to do a name check on MELVIN 
R. LAIRD as a proposed Congressional Advisor, United States 
Delegation, 12th World Health Assembly, Geneva, Switzerland 
in May, 1959. SY had the Civil Service Commission conduct 
a background investigation concerning the appointee in April, 
1959 with favorable results. On April 14, 1959, SY granted

1 nI <
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him clearance as a non-employee under P. L. 643, 80th Congress, 
as amended, for such proposed relationship.

SY again granted him the same type of clearance 
on January 13, 1961, for participation in the same capacity 
in the 14th World Health Assembly at New Delhi, India, in 
February, 1961. The same clearance was accorded the appointee 
on May 1, 1963, for the 16th World Health Assembly at Geneva 
in May, 1963, and again on March 9, 1965, for the 18th Assembly 
of the World Health Organization.

The SY file does not show any termination of clear
ance concerning this individual; however, SY had advised that 
all its clearances terminate when the person’s relationship 
with the Department of State terminates.

Navy Service Record

On December 26, 1968, at Department of the Navy, 
Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Annex, Arlington, Virginia, 
IC JOSEPH P. JODOIN reviewed the appointee’s Officer Service 
Record which reflected his date of birth as September 1, 1922, 
at Omaha, Nebraska.

Appointee enlisted in the United States Naval Re
serve, on MaxJL8.^_jU^ an Apprentice Seaman, Serial Number 
638 70 28. On July 1, 1943, he reported for active duty at 
St. Mary’s College, Winona, Minnesota.

On December 10, 1943, he was appointed a Midshipman 
(temporary). On April 18, 1944^. he was honorably discharged 
in order to accept an appointment on April 19, 1944, as an 
Ensign, Serial Number 331064, United' States Naval Reserve. 
On April 26, 1946he was honorably released to inactive duty 
as a Lieutenant (junior grade). On May 24, 1967, appointee 
resigned from the United States NavaTReserve as a Lieutenant 
(junior grade), and was issued an honorable discharge certificate.
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Appointee’s Officer Fitness Reports were favorable.

Appointee’s officer record contained no security 
clearance.

Office of the Secretary of Defense

WILLIAM H. QUINLAN, JR., Appraisal and Review 
Branch, Security Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
(OSD), advised SA PAUL F. DOUGHERTY, on December 26, 1968, 
that clearances are not required of Members of Congress by 
OSD and that no clearance has been granted to MELVIN ROBERT 
LAIRD, JR. -------

b3

___________SA ROBERT F. ROBINSON, JR.| ~ 
and

was advised on December 26, 1968, that the tiles contained 
no pertinent identifiable information concerning the appointee.

Naval Investigative Service

On December 26, 1968, IC JOHN B. ARMSTRONG caused 
a search to be made of the files of the Naval Investigative 
Service Headquarters and was advised that MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
207 South Central Avenue, Marshfield, Wisconsin, born 
September 1, 1922, was granted access tor-seeret—information 
in connection witty Global conference / to be held June 14 - 
21,1968. This clearance was based on a National Agency Check 
conducted by NIS. The files also reflected that he was 
granted access to-secret information in connection with a 
Global conference to be held May 22 - 26, 1967. This clear
ance was also based on a National Agency Check conducted by

16
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Department of State
Conference Personnel Records

On December 27, 1968, Mrs. MARIAN M. CHICHESTER, 
Clerk, Career Management and Assignments Division, Office 
of Personnel, Department of State, advised that the 
Conference Personnel Records maintained in her office reflected 
that MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., served as one of the Congressional 
Advisors on the United States Delegation to the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly, held at Geneva, Switzerland, from May 12-29, 
1959. Mrs. CHICHESTER stated that her records also verified 
that the appointee served as one of the Congressional Advisors 
on the United States Delegation to the Eighteenth World 
Health Assembly at Geneva, Switzerland, from May 4-21, 1965. 
She could locate no record which indicated that LAIRD had 
attended the World Health Assemblies held during 1961 and 
1963.

On December 27, 1968, Mr. ARNETT F. WILLIAMS, 
Communications and Recoods Clerk, Administration Staff, 
Office of International Conferences, Department of State, 
advised SA W. S PEI CHERI that the records of his office
contained verification of LAIRD's attendance at the 1965 
World Health Assembly meeting only. He could locate no 
record of LAIRD other.than during the 1965 meeting.

15
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Newspaper Morgues

On December 27, 1968, IC KENNETH SHAFFER 
determined that the library files of the Washington 
’’Evening Star” newspaper contain numerous news articles 
concerning the appointee, none of vhich were derogatory 
in nature. On December 26, 1968, SA WILLIAM E. TRAINOR, 
JR. determined that the library files of the Washington 
’’Daily News” newspaper contains no unfavorable information 
concerning the appointee.

Library of Congress

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PAUL F. DOUGHERTY on December 27, 1968.

The Author Catalogue at the Library of Congress 
indicates that the appointee was the author, editor or 
contributor to the following publications:

Publication Author Published

”A House Divided: 
Americas Strategy 
Gap”

MELVIN R. LAIRD Regnery Company, 
Chicago, 1962

’’The Conservative Introduction by Anchor Books,
Papers” MELVIN R. LAIRD 1964

’’Republican Edited by F. A. Praeger,
Papers” MELVIN R. LAIRD 1968

The ’’Book Review Digest” contains the following 
information concerning the £>ove publications:

16
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"A House Divided: America’s Strategy Gap*

"Tn a world 'halfl slave and 
half free’ Congressman LAIRD deplores 
division among America’s citizens on 
matters of foreign policy. A consensus 
would be arrived at, he feels, if we could 
have untrammeled discussion, or ’dialogue,’ 
among ourselves... He believes that such 
agreement must inevitably settle on a 
tough policy of deterrence based on a 
clearly announced intent of reprisal and 
willingness to wage war to win and recover. 
Specifically, Mr. LAIRD would replace our 
'underdog strategy’ with threats of 
limited nuclear reprisals, arm NATO with 
nuclear defense weapons, test nuclear 
weapons in order to anticipate a new 
scientific breakthrough, train our troops 
in guerrilla warfare, restrict foreign 
aid to deserving neutral nations, and 
reduce taxes with an accompaning cur-

\ tailment of nondefense expenditures"
'* Library Journal November 15, 1962

"The Conservative Papers"

"This volume was sponsored 
by a group of Republican congressmen who 
'felt the med for a careful and 
scholarly re-examination of the foreign 
and domestic problems affecting the 
tranquillity of the United States.' The 
papers 'do not define the conservative 
position. But they represent the sort 
of thinking conservatives respect.’ 
(Introduction*) The title was suggested 
by the publication of “The Liberal Papers, 
edited by JAMES ROOSEVELT, 1962"

17
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" '* Republican Papers1* .

’’The editor has elicited 
contributions from Republicans and 
Democrats, conservatives and liberals, 
academicians and public officials who 
probe...the bundle of interrelated urban, 
economic and budgetary problems that 
beset us. The book, released simultaneously 
in paperback, is not offered as a 
Republican platform or a handbook for 
precinct captains, but as a means of 
energizing public debate. Saturday 
Review (August 6, 1968) Topics include: 
the federal system, crime, poverty, 
civil rights, housing, agriculture, 
social security employment, the budget, 
monetary reform, and congressional reform."

’'This is not a conventional 
denunciation of the Democratic administration 
coupled with praises for the GOP... 
normally...expected in an election year... 
If these papers have any theme, it is that 
consideration of America’s problems 
must involve more of the nation; it 
cannot all beTeft up to Washington." 
Library Journal, July, 1968.

7 Q1 o
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United States Secret Service

IC THOMAS S. HARRELL caused a search to be made 
of the files of the United States Secret Service, Department 
of the Treasury, and was advised on December 27, 1968, 
that no record was located concerning the appointee.
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ReWFOreport 12/27/68

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232) (IRC) f r
MELVIN

ROBERT^LAIRD, JR.

SPI
BUDED: 12/27/68

I
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State
The files of the Passport Office, Department of 

reviewed by SA KENNETH J. HASER on 12/30/68, disclose
that MELVIN R. LAIRD was last issued Official Passport 
Y-309752 at TOC on<4/8/65, for proposed official travel 
abroad in connection~wTth the World Health Organization

The appointee was first issued Special Passport 
11805 at WDC on 7/24/53, for planned travel for two months 
to Western Europe, Israel, Jordan and Lebanon on official 
business for the House Appropriations Sub-Committee. This 
passport was renewed at WDC on 1/21/56,^ to expire 7/24/57, 
no specific travel plans set forth. He was next issued 
Special Passport 191475 at IVDC on. 3-/19/59, for official travel 
to Western Europe in connection with the World Health Conference 
in Geneva, Switzerland.)

VA check pending.

JL-Bureau 
1-WFO

M 1

MEL:ssk 
(2)

AIRTEL

Sent M PerApproved: --------------------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS

FROM: SAC, LTO (161-5232) (RUC)

MLLVIU ROEERT^LAIRD, JR.

SPI
BUDED: 12/27'68

This is to confirm UFO telephone call to 
St. Louis this date, requesting review of appointee’s 
Veterans Administration file number C 11 186 264 
located Records Processing Center, St. Louis. Sutel 
Bureau results in form suitable for dissemination.

2- St. Louis
12 Bureau

1- UFO
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FROM :

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
G$A GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

5010-106

Mr. Gal DATE: January 2, 1969

W. V. Clevelan^t

Tolson 
DeLoach  
Mohr_____
Bishop  
Casper 
Callahan 
Conrad 
Felt

^Hosen 
Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele. Room
Holmes 
Gandy 

SUBJECT: MELVIN ROBER AIRD
SPECIAL INQUIRY-NIXON ADMINISTRATION

On December 23, 1968, 
Counsel to the President-elect, 
of Representative Laird who has 
Defense by Mr. Nixon.

John D. Ehrlichman, Legal 
requested an investigation 
been designated Secretary 6f

Representative Laird, aged 46, has been a United States 
Representative from Wisconsin since 1953. The investigation 
was favorable. Representative Laird is a member of the 
Subcommittee on Defense and the Subcommittee on Labor, Health, 
Education, and Welfare of the House Committee on Appropriations. 
Various Democratic and Republican members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, including its Chairman, Representative George H. / 
Mahon (Democrat) of Texas, highly recommended him. Senators 
William Proxmire and Gaylord Nelson, both Democrats, of 
Wisconsin also furnished favorable comments. Representative Lair 
was described as an outstanding legislator and an excellent 
choice for the position of Secretary of Defense.

Investigation is complete except for checks of 
the files of the Veterans Administration and the Passport Office, 
Department of State. .

ACTION: Attached for approval is a letter to Mr. Ehrlichman 
transmitting the results of our investigation of Representative 
Laird for courier delivery.
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bureau of investigation 
u S.0EMTfW OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECTW,

Mr. Tckon__  
Mr. UcLoaeh. 
Mr. Mohr__  
Mr. Bishop—

FBI WASH DC

FBI BOSTON

949 PM URGENT 1-6-69 SEM

TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA

FROM BOSTON
MELVIN ROBERTA I

(161-2028)/ RUC

Mr. Conrid------ .
Mr. Pelt----------- '
Mr. Gale----------_
Mr. Rosea---- —-
Mr. Sullivca------
Mr. 1’avel______
Mr. Trotter_ ,—
Tick. ^TOE3______

JR., SPI, BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN

FOR INFORMATION OF ATLANTA, NIXON ADMINISTRATION REQUESTED

EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT ELECT. LAIRD BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN

Mira Gaady

LAS

TWENTY-TWO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AND IS MARRIED TO FORMER BARBARA

MASTER. SERVED US NAVY NINETEEN FORTY-TWO TO NINETEEN FORTY-SIX, 

. NSN THREE THREE ONE ZERO SIX FOUR. HE COMPLETED COURSE OF STUDY AT

NAVALr,SUPPLY CORP.SCHOOL, WELLESLEY, MASS., WELLESLEY UNIT, WHICH 
i • . ,

WAS^a3mINISTER£D BY HARVARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, CAMBRIDGE, 

MASSDATES OF’ENROLLMENT UNKNOWN BUT PRESUMABLY IN FALL OF NINETEEN 

FORTY-THREE OR WINTER OF NINETEEN FORTY-FOUR. INVESTIGATION AT 

BOSTON DETERMINED RECORDS FOR SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL FORWARDED TO US

NAVAL SUPPLY CORP, ATHENS, GA.

ATLANTA AT ATHENS CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INQUIRY RE APPOINTEE'S

EDUCATION AND SUTEL BUREAU^JANUARY SIX INSTANT 

BOSTON IS NOT SUBMITTING REPORT UACB.

END

BGM

k'.-r . ' .'OSD



rEDZML BUREAU OF
. e. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Communication section

JAN ? 1969 :

FBI WASH DC

1025 AM,URGENT 1/7/68 JDB
TO DOCTOR, FBI AND ST. LOUIS

FF^OM ATLANTA 161-NEW

TELETYE^7

Hr. Vcte™
Mr. ____
Mr. ’'’V:-
Mr. ?_____
Mr. _____
Mr. 0'2 ___
Mr. Ccids'll____ .
Mr. _______
Mr. GA________

’ Mr. Xojs. "
! Mr SA"' w___
I Me. Tk.-"’!
! 2^y. '<?»/.:'.£____  
' K - 

MELVIN ROBERT>LAIRD, JR. SPI, BUDED

FOR INFORMATION OF ST. LOUIS, NIXON

DECEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN,

ADMINISTRATION

REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN

NAMED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT ELECT. LAIRD BORN SEPTEMBER

ONE, NINETEEN TWENTYTWO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AND IS MARRIED TO 

FORMER BARBARA MASTER. SERVED US NAVY NINETEEN FORTYTWO 

TO NINETEEN FORTYSIX, NSN THREE THREE ONE ZERO SIX FOUR. HE 

COMPLETED COURSE OF STUDY AT NAVAL SUPPLY CORP^SCEOOL, 

WELLESLEY, MASS., WELLESLEY UNIT, WHICH WAS ADMINISTERED 

BY HARVARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

DATES OF ENROLLMENT UNKNOWN BUT PRESUMABLY IN FALL OF NINETEEN

FORTYTHREE OR WINTER OF NINETEEN FORTYFOUR. INVESTIGATION

AT BOSTON DETERMINED RECORDS FOR SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL FORWARDED

TO US NAVAL SUPPLY CORP, ATHENS, GA.

INVESTIGATION US NAVAL SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL,

REFLECTS THAT RECORDS CONCERNING STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED

THAT SCHOOL IN NINETEEN FORTYTHREE OR NINETEEN FORTYFOUR



PAGE TWO

ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER, 

NINE SEVEN ZERO ZER.O—PAGE B OULOAR£L_JSI^^

RECORDS FOR STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED SCHOOL NINETEEN FORTYTHREE 

OR NINETEEN FORTYFOUR SHOULD BE IN SHIPMENT NUMBER-ONE_ 

SEVEN THREE SIX THREE AND POSSIBLY BOXES NUMBERED SEVENTEE 

THROUGH FORTYTWO.

ST. LOUIS CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTI GA TI ON .

BOSTON IS NOT SUBMITTING REPORT UACB.



« ■T- Miss Gandy 
jT- Mr. Gale 

' 1 - Str. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Auerswald 

January 8, 1939

IPOIl COURIER DELIVERY

Honorable John D. Ehrlichman
Legal Counsel to
President-elect Nixon

Hotel Pierre
Fifth Avenue and East 61st Street
New York, New York 10021

Dear Mr. Ehrlichman:

Reference is made to my letter dated 
January 2, 1939, which furnished you a summary 
memorandum containing the results of investigation 
-conducted concerning Representative Melvin Robert 
Lairds

Information has now been received 
indicating the files of the Veterans Administration 
and the Passport Office, Department of State, 
contain no additional pertinent information con
cerning Representative Laird.

This concludes the investigation in this

Sincerely

matter.

>0 S39

TELETYPE UNIT RETURN ROOM 1260TO MR

’ DeLoach
> Mohr —

Bishop -
• Casper -

Callahan 
Conrad _
Pelt-----
Gale — 
Rosen —
Sullivan - 
Tavel — 
Trotter —
^ele. Room_____
Holies_________
Gand/__________

&«.MAR#19SSl

k
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CHANGED TO
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CHANGED TO
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JUL 25 1973

CHANGED TO
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Laird's Resignation'

.WashttUgtofliP^t-gtaft Writer;

sAsrsoc. Dir.
Asst. Dir.:

Admin. | 
Comp; Syst.
Ext. Altai 
Files & Com^

Gen. Inv. ____  
Ident. _______  
Inspection_ 
>n»eu.
Laboratory ___

<: ByMichaeiGettlef •,

Melvin R. Laird; President 
Nixon's chi’ef Hpmestic. advisej.',' 
is expected to announce this 
wpek that he will leave his 
White House post next .month;

i, 
!

according to sources close to 
Land. ‘J; ;-X 
' The -SO-year-Qia former De
fense ’Sgeretaty'khd: eight-term- 
congressman from: Wisconsin is. 
expend to take', ;a positiph ■ 
a,senior executive with Reader’s 
Iligest, these Sources-say. , ‘

Laird-is also-expected to as- 
ociate himself with anuinber 
>f \other activities after leav- 
ng,:the White House, butthe 
leader's Digest' post, is ^aid' 

tto he the principle one; assoei- 
fates.indicate; ... ' 
[ Reached by telephone, last 
might,' Laifd .declined. fd-gpm^ 
fment oh'Ips future .'activities',. 
! >Laird-, who - served as the 
liPentagbufs • civilian' foo§s.; duf-; 
ling the first four yearg’of the 
iNiixo n' admihlstfa^ibit,f\wis 
lepaxedout ;pf seiniaie^feinehf 
on June G of. this year to help 
Ishore up the White- House 
staff tarnished add decimated 
by the Watergate-scandal'.

The easy^going and political- 
iy-savvy, ex-coiigressman. was; 
brought in to take1 oyer many 
of the duties f ofiherly held by, 
.Tohp ’ E.iirlichman, Jiuf ■ .riiqfe 
importantly . to help restore: 
White .Hopsd .relations, with'. 
Congress; - W'• - ;W •

From the start, Laird indi
cated that his White House 
topi- W3S 'a temporary assign- 
mehh -but associates say .the; 
fofmpf. ikwbjakfef; did jiarpdif 
gome aspirations to foe' domi
nated for the vice.-presidency 
iipthe wake of die resignation’ 
of Vice president Agnew in 

' October! AfterHpusg Repuhit 
gan leader .Gerald: Fpfd>was: 
nominated for that job; Laird: 

; made it clear th^t phee Ford .

president ^cduld easily take- 
oyer his role as tlie’ auiiHilis-- 
tration’s friendly bfpkef on; 
Capitol Hill: •

Lairds expected departure 
froirij the1 White Hpuse comps 
pn-the^heeik<fthe^
M'Gpv. Nelspij. Rqgkefeller of 
New; Yokfe; Laird; privately 
add pybiiclyy has;: frecLueptiy. 
spoken highly <pf ‘ Jtpckefplief 

• akondmf bis'tpp, choices fop 4 
’ huiiibeirpf jdbk( im'e^^
fpnse,:Secretary.iSio)he observ
ers speculate -that H Laird 
dpe§.;showAup>ih.fociiiti^ 
it may foe inta, campaign with 
Rockefeller.;, >. ’

Training _ 
Legal Coun 
Telephone
DirectorySec’y _

I-
GSd1

NOT
■2 DEC 27 1973

The Washington Post D. Sr 
Times Herald IT O

The Evening Star (Washington) _
The Sunday Star (Washington) __
Daily News (New York) 
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post_____ ___________
The New York Times
The Daily World______________
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer
People’s World_ ■._____________

Date DEC 191973



4-22 (Rev. 1-28-75) *
*" Federal Bureau of Investigation “ r

2 ’ “Records Sectio^jl^

, 19___

I I Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg.
I___ I Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg.
I I Forward to File Review
I___ I Attention_______._________________ __
i— I Return to___________________________  

Supervisor Room Ext.
Type of References Requested:

L I Regular Request (Analytical Search) 
L^ZTAlHReferences (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
I I SnhvArsivA References Only
L I Nonsubversive References Only
L I Main References Only

Type of Search Requested:
I I Restricted to Locality of
I _| Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
I I Buildup I IVariations

Birthdate & Place
Address________

Localities_____________ L_______ ,_
R, L- L. ZL^.^7
Prod._ m_ L________________

- FILE NUMBER SERIAL





\
March 13, 1975

MELVIN R.V LAIRD V M'-' q

Captioned individual, who you advised was born
September 1, 1922, at Marshfield.^ Nebraska, and is affiliated 
with' the ^Readerrs Digest,” 1730 Rhode Island Avenue, Northwest, 
Washington,- D.C*, was the subject of an applicant-type investi
gation conducted by the FBI in late 1968 and 1969. A copy of 
the FBI summary investigation dated January 2, 1969, concerning 
Melvin Robert Laird is attached. (161-5792-28)'

$

Our files also reveal that Mr. Laird served as
Secretary of Defense for four years until he "semi-retired.”
In June, 1973, he accepted a position as Chief Domestic Advisor (
to the President where he remained until December, 1973, when ’ ;b6
he became a Senior Executive with "Reader’s Digest." — " fb7c

In addition, our files indicate that in January, 1972, 
the FBI conducted an investigation under provisions of Public 
Law 298 concerning! _ ___ |Mr. Laird ‘ s

I on March 13, 1971. The investigation revealed 
that while attending East Tennessee State University, Johnson 
City, Tennessee, | ]of the local chapter of
the Student Mobilization Committee, a communist front antiwar 
organization. Also| |was arrested in July, 1969, and 
charged with desecration or the American flag as he was wearing 
a vest made of the American flag. The charges were drooped. U /
(62-104206-124) , BEC 68

The central files of the FBI, including the files of 
the Identification Division, contain no additional gertipent^ 
information concerning captioned individual based upon back
ground information submitted in connection with this name n .' 
check request. ,

Enclosure

Assoc. Dir. .— i
Dep. AD Adm._  I
Dep. AD Jnv> —X * t1 > *

. >• v V
Asst. Dir.: Z ' ’ I

Admin. Zz 2? EjK :V SC/ Z1 ’ vComp. Sys^C—

— NOTE:Files & Com. •

(4)

Per request of
Gen.inv_______(Security), the White House.
Ident. _ ______—
Inspection--------
Intell. - ---------- —
Laboratory____  
Plan. & Eval._  
Spec. Inv._____  
Training______

Legal Coun. -
Telephone Rm.__  
Director Sec’y___

n r

MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT EZ)

BY Imo-* 
0? jF 11____—

b6
b7C





PAGE WO

REFER TO URFILES CONTAINING RESULTS OF DECEMBER, ]968, 

INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD WO WAS THEN A UNITED STATES 

REPRESENTATIVE FROM WISCONSIN. BRING UP TO DATE.

WASHINGTON FIELD IMMEDIATELY ASCERTAIN CURRENT ADDRESSES 

OF CLOSE RELATIVES AND SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS AT ONCE.

CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD UNLESS SOME 

REASON INDICATING ADVISABLE TO DO SO ARISES, AT WHICH 

TIME BUREAU AUTHORITY SHOULD BE REQUESTED.

FOR INFORMATION WASHINGTON FIELD A NAME CHECK WAS MADE 

RE LAIRD BY ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION IN FEBRUARY, ]969.

WHITE HOUSE DESIRES ORAL READING ON RESULTS OF THIS 

INVESTIGATION ON A.M., FEBRUARY 27, J 976. THEREFORE, IT IS 

IMPERATIVE RESULTS REACH BUREAU ON OR BEFORE BUDED WITHOUT 

FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED.



.ELVIiM ROBERT'LAIRD,'SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED FEBRUARY 26, b6 
b7C

1976, WITHOUT FAIL.

BUREAU HAL SEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITE SPECIAL

INQUIRY TO BRIN'S UP TO DATI^ A SPECIAL INQUIRY CONDUCTED CONCERNING 
v

LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 1968* HE IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR A



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY EDITION
G5A JPNX UI CFV U1-H.4

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Assoc. Dir._____  

Dep. AD Adm*_ 
Dcp. AD Inv. _

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.________

TO : Mr. Cleveland

G. R. Steel

subject: special inquiries

THE WHITE HOUSE

date: 2-19-76

b6
b7C

Comp. Syst.___  
Ext. Affairs ___  
Files & Com.__ 
Gen. Inv.______  
Idcnt. __ 
Inspection - - ..
Infell. - .
Laboratory____  
Legal Coun. . - 
Plan. & Evo)/’__

fraining —
Telephone Rm.__
Director S^n^y

We have today received_req.uests from The White House
Xor... investigations of the following .who. are being considered"’*"” 0
for Presidential appointments, positions not indicated:

Robert Daniel -‘Murphy, aged ' oT^ honorary
Chairman of the Board, Corning Glass International, 
New York, New York, and former Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs

Stephen Ailes^ aged 63, President, Association of 
Ameri can**Railroads, Washington, D. C., and former 
Secretary of the Army

Melvin Laird.4 aged 53, senior counsellor, 
’’Reader^s"’"!}!^^," Washington, D. C., former 
Secretary of Defense, and former Counsellor to 
the President for Domestic Affairs

On February 17, 1976, the President__announc.ed. the. 
creation of an oversight board pertaining*to intelligence’operations 
with Murphy to serve as Chairman and Ailes to serve as a member. 
Another member of the board is Leo Cherne, Executive Director.of 
the Research Institute of America, Incorporated, New York, ’ 
New York. We previously conducted Special Inquiries concerning 
Cherne in.April, 1971, and December, 1975, and those investigations 
were generally favorable.

ACTION:: The requested investigations of Murphy, Ailes, and Laird 
have been ordered separately to the field and Bureau files are 
being checked. You will be advised of any unusual developments. 
The' field has been instructed to conduct no neighborhood investi-
gation in these cases without prior Bureau approval.

(8)

1 - Mr. Callahan
1 - Mr. Adams

& 1 “I- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 - Mr. Wannall

1 -
1 -

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

b6 
b7C

Cleveland 
Steel 
Auerswald

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Federal Bure^of Investigation 

Records Section

Name'Searchi

, 19.

.. b6 
b7C

nit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg.
niK, 4654 fpt.bi.-m--------------  
to iTeFie

Return t
Room Ext.

Type of References Requested:
]Regu, uest (Analytical Search)
Mil References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
] Subversive References Only
J Nonsubversive References
] Main

ly
References Only

Type of Search Requested: /
I I Restricted to Locality/of-------
1 I Exact Name Only (Oi/the Nose'

[nationsJ Buildup

rgR zu

Subject
Birthdate & Place
Address ________

R# Date

Localities

NUMBER

?, r>

Searcher
Initials _

SERIA

^-5/^77 \
9-52.13a 1 ( U

9-5^57 I \

I \ 2TL b7F. _

7
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NUMEROUS REFEREN
* it i u

, SEARCH SLIP

Subj:



r
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MI PLAIZ V

NITZL 2/24/76 K^V

federal bureau of investigation

commwcatbs section

FEB 241976 
\

TC

FROM

ytRECTCR (161-5792)

MILWAUKEE (161-459)

EUDEDELVI ROEERT^LaIRD; SPIH FEBRUARY 26, 1976 WITHOUT

A.sBoe. Dir.------- j 
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.-- , 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.----

Asst Dir.:
Admin. -----------
Comp. Syst.......— 
Ext. Affairs — 
Files & Com. .....f 
Gen. Inv............. -' 
Ident...................  
Inspection —......
Intell.----- .------ 

i Laboratory —----
Plan. & EvaL — 
Spec. Inv. 
Training _

Legal Conn. 
Telephone} Ena, 
Direct^ qee’y — gi

FAIL

rz bureau teletype to UFO AND OTHERS, FEBRUARY 19, 1976,

AND MFO TELETYPE TO EuREA” and OTHERS, FEBRUARY 20, 1976.

ASSOCIATE: ON INSTANT DATE, EDWARD . HELLER (RETIRED),

410 ’’EST BLODGETT AVE., MARSHFIELD, HIS., AN ASSOCIATE OF

APPOINTEE, ’'aS contacted AND ADVISED HIS CLOSE, personal

ASSOCIATION '.’ITH APPOINTEE HAS CONTINUED UP TO THE PRESENT

DATE. HELLER POINTED OUT THAT APPOINTEE VISITS MARSHFIELD

FCnR OR FIVE TIMES PER YEAR TO VISIT HIS MOTHER, HELEN C.

laird, heller continues to have high respect for appointee’s

INTEGRITY AND CHARACTER AND FEELS STRONGLY THAT APPOINTEE IS

HONORABLE INDIVIDUAL POSSESSING EXCELLENT REPUTATION., , tn 
_______ 11' i ’I

ARREST: |, MARSHFIELD PD, REVIEWED EIS 

DEPARTMENT’S RECORDS ON FEBRUARY 20, 1976, STATING HE CGUi?O^£c^ 

/b. '
LOCATE NO RECCED IDENTIFIABLE WITH MRS. HELEN C. LAIRD t 6 iQ^Q

(APPOINTEE’S MOTHER), 20£ SOUTH CHEERY STREET, MARSHFIELD.

END PAGE ONi

b6
b7C

aPR 22 i°7R



m isi-459 page two 1

ON FEBRUARY 2.3, 1976, THROUGH DISCREET INVESTIGATION, 

IT '-’AS VERIFIED THAT MRS. LaIRD CONTINUES TO RESIDE AT 

208 SOUTH CHERRY STREET IM MARSHFIELD.

ON FEERnARY 20, 1976, THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE 

CONTACTED AT THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES WITH NO RECORD EEING 

located identifiable with appointeeI

Ray MC GIMMS, CHIEF OF POLICE, CHETEK, WISCONSIN PD
b6
b7C

earron county, Wisconsin

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

WISCONSIN PD; AMD

RECORDS CLERK, EAU CLAIRE

RECORDS CLERK / EAU CLAIRE

COUNTY, WISCONSIN SHERIFF’S OFFICE

OK FEBRUARY 23, 1976, THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE 

CONTACTED AT THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES WITH NO RECORD BEING 

LOCATED IDENTIFIABLE WITH | |:

CHARLES GRANT, SHERIFF,' ST. CROIX COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, 

Hudson, wis.; perry larscn, chief of police, river falls, 

Wisconsin pd. Larson added that | [reside J,

, TELEPHONE AND that HE IS

end page two



mi 1S1-45S page three

b6
b7C

FAMILIAR WITH THEIR RESIDENCE WHICH IS LOCATED Ck

PACE, )’O REPORT EEING SUBMITTED.

ADMINISTRATIVE: OK INSTANT DATE, A FILE REVIEW OF 

MI 1 EE-16393, CAPTIONED "VIETNAM MORATORIUM COMMITTEE; SM" 

REFLECTS TmO NEWSPAPER ARTICLES RE APPOINTEE!

. BOTH ARTICLES APPEARED IN WISCONSIN STATE UNIVERSITY 

(Eau CLAIRE, FIS.) NEWSPAPER ENTITLED, "THE SPECTATOR" CU 

OCTOBER 9, 1969.

THE FIRST ARTICLE, WRITTEN BY| | IS HEADLINED

"war memorial, mar protest - moratorium, fuses idealcgical 

EXTREMES" AND DESCRIBES RALLY TO TAKE PLACE OCTOBER 15, 1969. 

THIS RALLY FAS DESCRIBED IN THE ARTICLE AS THE VIETNAM 

moratorium march and the pertinent part of article as it 

RELATES TO | ~|lS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS;

"THREE SPEAKERS WERE CHOSEN AS ’INDIVIDUALS AND NOT 

REPRESENTING ANY CERTAIN GROUPS’ TO SPEAK AT THE PRE-MaRCH 

rally at 7 p.m. in oven park, they are |

end page three
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161-455 page four

|MELVIN LAIRD | I

Had not given consent to speak before the meeting, he has

SINCE REFUSED THE REQUEST. (SEE LETTER TO THE EDITOR, PAGE 2)."

ALSO CONTINUED IN THIS EDITION OF THE NEWSPAPER IS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR WHICH IS HEADLINED

EXPLAINS DECISION" WITH REMAINDER OF HIS LETTER QUOTED AS 

FOLLOWS:

"TO THE EDITOR: I WAS ASKED EY THE VIETNAM MORATORIUM 

COMMITTEE TO SPEAK AT A RALLY BEFORE THE MARCH. I DECLINED 

THE INVITATION. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORRTUNITY TO 

EXPLAIN MY DECISION, NOT TO MAKE EXCUSES FOR IT.

I FELT THAT USING MY NAME, BECAUSE CF MY FATHER'S 

POSITION, TO DRAW ATTENTION AND PUBLICITY HAS A TERRIBLE 

mistake and seemed to take away from the basic purpose of 

THE MORATORIUM. IF YOU BELIEVE IN SOMETHING, PUBLICITY 

SHOULD HOT EE OF ANY IMPORTANCE. HOWEVER, I DO GIVE MY 

support to the moratorium and urge others to dc sc.

I FEEL THAT THE VIETNAM EAR IS GROSSLY IMMORAL AND IT 

IS TIME FCR THE END. AS CONCERNED STUDENTS IN THIS COUNTRY wE

END PAGE FOUR



MI 161-459 Page five

HAVE THE POWER TO CONTROL OljR FUTURE AND IT IS TIME TO GRASP

THIS POWER. A MARCH ERINGS ATTENTION, BUT REVOLUTION

ACTIO?.* (SIGNED

b6
b7C

IT IS NOTED SA. CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION AT

i'ilLWAUKFE E IS .; CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION AT

MARSHFIELD, VIS . 5 CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION

AT HUDSON AND RIVER FALLS, WIS.; AND SA EUGENE I. SATHER

CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION AT CHETEK AND EAU CLAIRE, VIS.

PERSONS CONTACTED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INVESTIGATION

UERE ADVISED OF THE CONFIDENTIALITY AX’D DISCLOSURE PROVISIONS

OF THE PRIVACY ACT CF 1974.
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Transmit the following in .

TELETYPE
Via_____________ ._____

• ;

. I
I ■

' F B I '

Date: 2/24/76
I

PLAINTEXT J
(Type in plaintext or code)

NITEL
. (Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL) AND
SACS, ALEXANDRIA NEW HAVEN

NEW YORK (161-2698) .
. SAN DIEGO SAN FRANCISCO

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232) l/

cMELVIN ROBERTVLAIRD. SPECIAL INQUIRY. .BUDED FEBRUARY 26,

1976, WITHOUT FAIL '

RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY 19, 1976, CARBON 

COPY NEW YORK AND ALEXANDRIA.

’ BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY TO BRING UP TO DATE A SPECIAL INQUIRY 

CONDUCTED CONCERNING. LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 1968. HE IS

BEING' CONSIDERED FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION .

NOT INDICATED. 
. b6

BORN SEPTEMBER 1, 1922, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AND RESIDES b7c

5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE, BETHESDA, MARYLAND. SOCIAL SECURITY , >

NUMBER 392-14-5736. '

THE FOLLOWING ARE ASSOCIATES. OF THE APPOINTEE :---| ’ ,
. * - J i A AC -.x:

□ - m
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Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

b6
b7C

(Precedence)

PAGE TWO WFO 161-5232

DIGEST, PLEASANTVILLE, NEW YORK, 914-769.-7000; THE HONORABLE

I " X

£HE HONORABLE STEVEN DEROUNIAN, 15 CATERET PLACE, GARDEN

dlTY, NEW YORK, OFFICE 516-535-3312, HOME 516-PI2-8585;

$HE HONORABLE DAVID PACKARD, HEWLETT - PACKARD COMPANY, 

PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE 415-493-1501; GENERAL
1 *•

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE (RETIRED)

INSILCO CORPORATION, 1000 RESEARCH PARKWAY, MERIDEN, . 
CONNECTICUT, OFFICE 203-634-2002; THE HONORABLE BARRY J.

SHILLITO, TELEDYNE - RYAN, 2701 HARBOR DRIVE, SAN DIEGO,

CALIFORNIA, 714-291-7311

WHITE HOUSE DESIRES ORAL READING ON RESULTS OF THIS

INVESTIGATION ON A.M. FEBRUARY 27, 1976. THEREFORE, IT IS 

IMPERATIVE RESULTS REACH BUREAU ON OR BEFORE BUDED WITHOUT

FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED

ALL OFFICE HANDLE APPROPRIATE INTERVIEWS -OF ASSOCIATES

NEW YORK VERIFY EMPLOYMENT AT READERS DIGEST PERSONNEL

OFFICE AT PLEASANTVILLE, NEW YORK.

END.

Approved: Sent_______________________ M Per____________________
Special Agent in Charge
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1:45PM NIT’ 2-24-76

FEDERAL BU2EAU OF IfIVLSI ibAtlQft
'COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ‘

FEB ? 4 1976

Ident.____—
Inspection___
Intell.  — 
Laboratory —, 
Plan. & EvaL 
Spec. Lav. __  
Training___

Legal Coan. — 
Telephone Ent 
Dir^tor .

Assoc. Dir.
Dep.-A.D.-AdS- 
Dep.-A.D.-InV

Asst Dir.
Admin. - 
Comp. Syst - 
Ext Affairs 
Files & Com.

TJO

TO DIRECTOR (161-5792)

WASHINGTON FIELD ( 16 1-5232) 

FROM ST. LOUIS (161-NPRC-C) ^RUC^ /
^2^

MELVIN LAIRD, SPI, BUDED: FEBRUARY 26, 1976, WITHOUT FAIL

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD, FEBRUARY 19, 

1976, WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE NITEL TO BUREAU, FEBRUARY 20, 1976.

INVESTIGATION AT NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER-CI VIL IA N

(NPRC- C) ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, FAILED TO LOCATE OFFICIAL PERSONNEL

FOLDER (OPF) FOR APPOINTEE’S EMPLOYMENTS AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, 1969 TO 1972; OR

DENT, WASHINGTON, D.C., 1973 TO 1974.

AS DOMESTIC ADVISER TO PRESI

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE. IF NOT ALREADY DONE,

AND REVIEW OPF AT THE WHITE HOUSE PERSONNEL OFFICE.

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE ' • - see
‘ ■ •. ■

- - APR 6 1976
END

5bAFimi976



■ o
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESIIGATION

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

FFR 2 519

LA 073 /

NR 006 LA/PLAIN

12 :3 T M /NT TEL 2-25 - 7 6 JEM

TO DIRECTOR (161*5792)

FROM /oS AWELES (161-13 AS

MELViN ROBErAaIRD , SPEC!/
CRUC2P

INQUIRY , BUDED FEBRUARY 26

’ jir ____
* Dep.-A.I>.-Adm.— 
| Dep.-A D -Inv.-----  
{ As?t '' ;
। Admin -------------- 
j Comp Sy st. -------

Ext Affairs ---  
Files & Com. —— 
Gen. Inv.----  
Ident ■ ■... m i..

Inspection —
| Intell.---------  

Laboratory — 
Plan. & Eval. 
Spec. Inv. -  
Training ---

Legal Conn. — 
Telephone

, 1576,

WITHOUT FAIL .

REBUTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD FEBRUARY 19 , 1976 AND 

WASHINGTON FIELD TEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 2 1 , 1976.

ARREST RECORD:

NO ARREST RECORD LOCATED IDENTIFIABLE WITH APPOINTEE’S

b6
b7C

j^POLICE DEPARTMENT; LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

FOLICE DEPARTMENT; AND LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 

SHERIFFS OFFICE.

VERIFICATION OF RESIDENCE OF RELATIVES: NoFrecordeqT

-

p APR 6 1976
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AS NEIGHBORS AND BELIEVES THEM TO BE PERSONS OF GOOD 

CHARACTER , ASSOCIATES , REPUTATION , AND LOYALTY . SHE 

SAID I lAT CALIFORNIA STATE

COLLEGE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

ADMI NI STRATIVE :

ALL INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED WERE APPRISED OF THE PROVISIONS

OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THOSE REQUESTING CONFIDENTIALITY HAVE

BEEN SO NOTED. -

END '



FEDERAL BUREAU of INVESJ IGftTlON

COMMUNICATIONS SECW
I

NY 019

NR 003

200 PM

NY

b6
b7C

URGENT 2/25/76 ATL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: ADIC, NEW YORK (161-2698^?)^)'

MELVIN ROBErPlAIRD, SPI, BUDED: FEB. 26, 1976

I Assoc, bit.
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.__
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.___

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.________

I
 Comp. Syst.___  

Ext. Affairs _ 
Files & Com. _ 
Gen. Inv.
Ident.............. ........
Inspection  
Intell ______  
Lab<rat.ry  
Plan. & Eval __ 
Spec. Inv.
Training 

Legal Coun. 
Telephone Em. _ 

| Director Sec’y .

~ RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NEW YORK, FEB. 19, 1976.

ON FEB. 24, 1976.| I PERSONNEL DEPT., CHICAGO

PNEUMATIC TOOL COMPANY, 6 E. 44TH ST., NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 

ADVISED APPOINTEE IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF

DIRECTORS FOR ABOVE COMPANY. ADDED SHE IS NOT PERSONALLY

ACQUAINTED WITH LAIRD NOR ARE THERE ANY BOARD MEMBERS CURRENTLY

AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT* RE LAIRD. 1^1^57^
OK FEB. 25, 1976, GEORGE JENKINS, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 6 11976
ADVISED APPOINTEE IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF

DIRECTORS, METROPOLITAN LIFE. HAS BEEN OR BOARD SINCE 1974

AND ATTENDED 20 MEETINGS. DESCRIBED LAIRD AS CAPABLE, 

INTELLIGENT, INTERESTED. HAS IMPRESSIVE BACKGROUND AND IS

WELL RESPECTED BY OTHER BOARD MEMBERS. KNOWS OF NO DEROGATORY

INFORMATION. WOULD RECOMMEND.

EL^6APR22 1976^



7:00 PM

TO

FR OM

MITEL

DIR

ALE

MELVIN

FEDERAL BUREAU OF UIVESTtMTIQM

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

NK 002 AX PLAIN

FEB 2 5 1976

BUREAU DEADLINE:

FEBRUARY 26, 1976, WITHOUT FAIL

Assoc. Dir. --- -
Dep.-A.D.-Adnu— 
Dep.-A-D.-Inv--

Asst Dir.:
Admin.-----
Comp. Syst___  
Ext. Affairs__ 
Files & Com. — 
Gen. Inv.______  
Ident. ______ ._
Inspection-------  
Intell.------------- 
Laboratory------  
Plan. & EvaL --  
Spec. Inv.-------  
Training---------

Legal Conn. __  
Telephone Ba _ 
Director Sec*? —

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALEXANDRIA, FEBRUARY 19, 1976.

SPECIAL CLERK I I CAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE

| AND WAS
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 24. 1976 J | CONTAI NED NOTH I NG

' r__— ._ ......... ' _

D ER 0 G A T OR Y CO NOE R NI NG THE APPLICANT. - ■ ■_ -- • •

SPECIAL CLERK |________________ | CAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE
|, AND WAS ADVISED

ON FEBRUARY 24, 1976.1 ~| CONTAINED NO PERTINENT

IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE APPLICANT'S SPOUSE,

b3 
b6 
b7C

b6

BARBARA LAIRD, NEE MASTERS, b7C

SPECIAL CLERK CAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE OF

THE FILES OF THE ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA, POLICE DEPARTMENT.

AND WAS ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 24, 1976, THAT NO RECORD WAS LOCATED___

CONCERNING THE APPLICANT

ON FEBRUARY 20, 1976, SPECIAL AGENT

56 APR 2 2 1976

not recorded

23 APR 6 1976



PAGE TWO ALEXANDRIA FILE {61-3440

REVIEWED THE OFFICIAL PERSONNEL FOLDER (OPF) OF MELVIN R.

LAIRD, DATE OF BIRTH SEPTEMBER 1, 1922, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

392-14-5736, AT THE PERSONNEL DATA BRANCH, OFFICE OF THE

SEQRETARY OF DEFENSE (OSD), THE PENTAGON. THE OPF CONTAINED 

THE FOLLOWING PERTINENT INFORMATION SUBSEQUENT TO DECEMBER,

19 68 : .
DATE ■ ACTION

JANUARY 22, 1969 PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT AS
. - SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

JANUARY 30, 1973 _ RESIGNATION FROM PRESIDENTIAL

APPOINTMENT-EXCEPTED APPOINTMENT

. (EA) NOT TO EXCEED (NTE) JUNE
' . 30, 1973, AS A CONSULTANT, OSD.

JUNE 17, 1973 - SEPARATION -APPOINTMENT IN
/ . WHITE HOUSE AS CONSULTANT.

JUNE 15, 1973 ' PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT AS
H COUNSELLOR TO. THE PRESIDENT FOR

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS .

JANUARY 31, 1974' / ' ' RESIGNATION TO ACCEPT A POSITION



D
Q

PA€E THREE

FEBRUARY 1, 1974

JULY 1, 1974

JULY 1, 1975

ALEXANDRIA■FILE 161-3446

IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY.

EA, NTE, JUNE 30, 13 74, INTER

MITTENT AS A CONSULTANT TO THE 

OSD .

CONVERSION TO EA, NTE, JUNE 30, 

1975, AS A CONSULTANT TO OSD.

CONVERSION TO EA , NTE, JUNE 30, 

1976, AS A CONSULTANT TO OSD.

THE FILE CONTAINED ^SEVERAL PRESIDENTI AL^ COMMENDATIONS 
AND AWARDS. / .
---- ^OTTTEBRUARY 23, 1976. SPECIAL AGENT I 

REVIEWED THE SECURITY FILE OF MELVIN R. LAIRD, DATE OF BIRTH 
SEPTEMBER 1, . 1922y AT MARSHFIELD , WISCONSIN* SOCIAL SECURITY 

NUMBER 392-14AT'THE PERSONNEL, SECURITY BRANCH, OFFICE

OF THE SECRETARY Of DEFENSE (OSD), THE PENTAGON. THE FILE 

CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING PERTINENT INFORMATIONS

DATE ’ ■ CLEARANCE

JANUARY 22* 1969 "TOP SECRET 8 BASED ON A BACKGROUND

WS TIG ATI ON. COMPLETED BY THE

b6
b7C



PAGE FOUR ALEXANDRIA FILE 161-3446

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

(FBI), JANUARY 2, 1969 ; GRANTED BY 

WILLIAM QUINLAN, DIRECTOR, 

PERSONNEL SECURITY BRANCH.

JANUARY 25, 1974 TOP SECRET; BASED ON A BACKGROUND

INVESTIGATION COMPLETED JANUARY

2, 1969, BY THE FBI ,, Cl, EAR AN GF-

lEWWWflTIrt

THE FILE CONTAINED NO DEROGATORY INFORMATION OR SECURIT

VIOLATIONS. .
THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL AGENT

|TO THE SECRETARY OF b6
DEFENSE, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 23, 1976, THAT THE APPOINTEE b7'

SERVED AS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FROM JANUARY 22, 1969, TO

J A NU AR Y 30,1973. I I STATED| 1 ।

APPOINTEE FOR HIS ENTIRE TENURE ASTHE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. ' 

SHE CHARACTERIZED HIM AS A GREAT PERSON AND WORKER WHO IS 
VERY CONCERNED ABOUT HIS EMPLOYEES. | |KNEW OF NOTHING



PAGE FIVE ALEXANDRIA FILE 161-5446

DEROGATORY RELATIVE TO THE CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES, REPUTATION, 

OR LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OF THE APPOINTEE, 

AND SHE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR ANY GOVERNMENT POSITION.

SERG EA NT MAJ ORI

I. OFFICE OF SECURITY OF DEFENSE, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 

23, 1976, THAT SHE SERVED IN HER PRESENT POSITION WHEN THE 

APPOINTEE WAS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FROM JANUARY 22, 1969, TO 

JANUARY 30, 1973. SERGEANT MAJOR I RESPECTED AND ADMIRED

THE APPOINTEE A GREAT DEAL. SHE KNEW OF NOTHING DEROGATORY

b6
b7C

RELATIVE TO HIS CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES, REPUTATION, OR LOYALTY

TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, AND SHE WOULD RECOMMEND HIM 
FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT. ’

THE HO NORABLE|

| FOR MANPOWER AND RESERVE AFFAIRS , ADVISED ON FEBRUARY

23 , 1976, THAT HE WORKED SEVERAL STAFF POSITIONS UNDER THE 

APPOINTEE WHEN RE WAS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND HE WOULD HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND THE APPOINTEE FOR ANY POSITION IN THE UNITED STATES

b6
b7C

GOVERNMENT. | |KNEW OF. NOTHING DEROGATORY RELATIVE TO THE



PAGE SIX ALEXANDRIA FILE 161-3446

CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES, REPUTATION, OR LOYALTY TO THE UNITED 
. b6

STATES GOVERNMENT OF THE APPOINTEE. b7,
IdEPUTY SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 23, 1976, THAT HE HAD ONLY OCCA- 

SIGNALLY COME IN CONTACT WITH THE APPOINTEE WHEN HE WAS

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, BUT THAT BASED ON THIS CONTACT SHE WOULD

HIGHLY.RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT * . ; -
THE HONORABLE ROBERT ELLSWORTH , DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 

ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 23, 1976* THAT HE HAD SERVEED UNDER THE 

APPOINTEE IN SEVERAL POSITIONS WHEN THE APPOINTEE WAS r

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE^ EELSWORTH STATED THAT THE APPOINTEE IS 

EXTREMELY COMPETENT AND HE KNEW OF NOTHING

DEROGATORY RELATIVE TO HIS CHARACTER, REPUTATION , ASSOCIATES , 

AND LOYALTY TO THE UNITED, STATES GOVERNMENT , AND HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDED HIM TO A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. - .

LEAD. ALEXANDRIA. AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, WILL FORWARD 

RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS OF ‘ADDITIONAL REFERENCES AND ASSOCIATES
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PAGE SEJ/EN

WHER SANE BECOMES' AVAILABLE.

ERD.

ALEXANDR FILE 161-3446

PLS ACK S



MELVIN ROBERFTAIRD, , SPIN. BUDED FEBRUARY 27, 1976.

RE WFO TELCALL, FEBRUARY 26, 1976.

Assoc. Dir. .— 
Dep.-A.D.-AdnL—
Dep.-A-D.-Inv.-----

A<3t. Dir.:
Admin.---------
Comp. Syst. -----  
Ext. Affairs---  
Files & Com. ----

Gen. Inv.______  
[dent.-------------

Inspection ___—
Intell.________  

Laboratory ------
Plan. & EvaL _

Spec. Inv.  
Training 

Legal Coun. ___ 
Telephone Bm. __

ENJOY EXCELLENT REPUTATION IN COMMUNITY. NO IDENTIFICATION

b6
b7C

RECORD LOCATED WITH CLERK OF COURT, SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION,

SWAIN COUNTY, BRYSON CITY, N. C., EXCEPT THAT

ARRESTED FOR EXPIRED INSPECTION CERTIFICATE AND FAILURE 

TO STOP AT STOPSIGN, WAS FINED $16, ON DECEMBER 12, 1974. 

RECORDS OF; CLERK OF COURT, SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION, JACKSON

COUNTY, SYLVA,

I I

N. 0., REVIEWED AND NO RECORD FOR S7 
f

N. C,, ADVISED APPOINTEE

RESIDED AT

FOXCROFT APARTMENTS, CHAPEL HILLJ^g^

SINCE AUGUST, 1975, AND PRESENT

HAS
6

AND ENJOYS AN EXCELLENT



i
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reputation.

flora Parrish, chapel hill, n. c., pd, could locate no

RECORD FOR APPOINTED |

bureau’s attention is directed to appointee 1 ~

L who WAS recently the subject of 

departmental applicant investigation in connection with his

b6
b7C

POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT as aUSa, WDNC, ASHEVILLE, N. C. 
REPORT SUBMITTED ByShaRLOTTE capTIONED | ~

, DEPARTMENTAL applicant, ausa, WDNC," by

b6
b7C

sa I 1 dated January 23, 1976.

END*

HOLD



FlS-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in .

AIRTEL

Date: 2/26/76

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232Y(

MELVIN ROBER'
SPECIAL INQUIRY

<A IRD V»Vc*. i f C

BUDED 2/26/76 WITHOUT FAIL

Re Butel to WFO dated 2/19/76.

LEAD

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. IRS, Secret Service and <
CSC outstanding.

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

GPO : 1975 0 - 590-992

5 6 APR 2 21976
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WFO 161-5232 ’ - b7C

RPC:lmb 
1 '

WHITE llOlJSE OFFICE (W

The followinginvestigatIon was conducted by
SAl |on 2/24/76:

A review of the Official Personnel File of 
MELVINR. LAIRD revealed the followinginformat ion not 
reported during the previous investigation:

V^/^^Presidential Appointment as Secretary of Defense.

1/30/73 Resignation and excepted appointment not to
—- exceed 6/30/73 as Consultant, Office of 

Secretary of Defence (OSD).

6/17/73 Separation from the above.

6/18/73 Excepted Appointment (Presidential Commission) 
as Counsellor to the President for Domestic Affairs.

1/31/74 Resignation.

The file also contained<a copy of a document 
which indicated that LAIRD entered on duty 2/1/74 as 7 
a Consultant on an intermittant basis with OSD. /

_ A review of the files of the Records Office,
White House, revealed the following information not 
previously reported:

1/21/69 To be Secretary of Defense.

6/18/73 To; be Counsellor to the President for Domestic Affairs.

8/1/73 Designated a Member of the Domestic Council.

12/9/70 Appointed Vice ChaL^an of the Interdepartmental 
Committee for the Voluntary?  ay roll Savings 
Plan for the Purchase of United States Savings 
Bonds for a term of two years.

3



WFO 161-5232
2

4/25/75 To be a Member' of the Board of Trustees of 
the John F. Kennedy Center forthePerforming 
Arts for a term expiring September 1, 1984.



b6
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WFO 161-5232
RPC:brs ■
■1 '' < ' - ■ ' '■

The following Investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent (SA)| ~~lon February 25, 1976:

. Mr. WILLIAM J. BAROODY-, JR., Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison, White House, advised he has 
known MELVIN LAIRD on a professional and personal basis for 
13 or 1^1 years. BAROODY has worked under LAIRD's supervision 
for much of this time, having served as his Deputy. He : 
advised that all of his comments concerning the appointee, 
would be in the superlative. LAIRD is a dedicated public / 
servant and is a person of exceptional character, as well 
as great ability. There is absolutely no question about 
the appointee’s loyalty to this country or his ability to 
handle sensitive information. BAROODY knows nothing 
derogatory concerning the appointee and would have no 
hesitation in recommending him for a position of confidence 
and trust.

|Mr. BAROODY, ' 
advised she has known LAIRD on a professional basis since 
1971. She worked under his general supervision both at the 
Pentagon and at the White House. She has maintained close 
touch with the appointee to date. She considers him to be 
a very pleasant, hard working, dedicated public servant. 
She knows of absolutely nothing derogatory concerning him 
either in a professional or a personal sense. She is pleased 
to recommend him for a position of confidence and trust 
with the Government.

]____________________________________________ | President,
advised he first met MELVIN LAIRD during the period I960 - 
1963 when they worked closely together as fellow Congressmen. 
LAIRD is such a capable and well liked person that he is * 
highly regarded by both Republicans and Democrats' on Capitol 
Hill.'. His dedication arid sense of loyalty to this country 
are widely recognized. I I has absolutely* no question 
about the appointee’s loyalty to this country and would 
recommend him for a position of confidence and trust.

Mr. JOHN VENEMAN,. Counselor to the Vice President, 
advised he has known MELVIN LAIRD on a professional basis 
since the late 1960's. While the appointee was Secretary 
of Defense, he was in regular contact with VENEMAN who than 
served as Under Secretary of the Department of Health 
Education and Welfare. All of VENEMAN’s comments concerning

4
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the appointee are favorable and he knows of absolutely 
nothing derogatory concerning him. He is pleased to: 
recommend him for a position of confidence and trust.



WFO 161-5232
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GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
Ton February 24, 1976.

the Secretary to the Board, advised that the appointee was 
elected as a member of the Board of Trustees for the above 
University bn July „1, 1975, for a three year term.

WOLFTRAP FOUNDATION FOR THE PERFORMING 
ARTS ENTERPRISE

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

Deputy Administrator for the Wolftrap Foundation, advised 
that the appointee was elected to the Board of Directors th 
1973, and served as Chairman during 1974. I ~lfurther advised
that the appointee was recently re-elected for another three 
year term as a member of the Board of Directors fpr the above 
foundation.



WFO 161-5232 b6
RFQ:dtl b7c
1 .

REFERENCES

The following investigation was conducted by 
SaI I on February 23, 1976:

Mr. CARL S.„ WALLACE, Senior Corporate Vice President 
for Purolator, Incorporated, 1800 K Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. (WDC), advised that he has known the appointee for 
approximately the past 25 years. He stated that he. was .the 
appointee’s Administrative Assistant while the appointee was 
in Congress and he was Special Assistant while the appointee 
worked for the Department of Defense; WALLACE stated that 
the character, associates, reputation, and loyalty ofthe 
appointee are above reproach and he recommended him for a / 
position of trust and confidence with the United States " 
Government. WALLACE described the appointee as being an 
honest, straightforward, intelligent, down-to-earth, 
knowledgeable in Government affairs and qualified for any 
Cabinet position. He'stated further that the appointee 
impresses him as having a great memory and good common sense.

Mr. JACK MILLS, Senior Vice President for the 
American Tobacco Institute, Suite 1200, 177’6 K Street, N.W. , 
WDC, advised that he met the appointee when he was in the 
State Senate for Wisconsin. He stated that he worked 
politically with the appointee over the years and described . 
him as being a good family man who Is outspoken and straight- 1 
forward. He stated that the appointee will speak out when 
it becomes necessary at any given point in time. MILLS 
advised that he has traveled with the appointee all over 
the world and has come to the conclusion that the appointee 
is the most dedicated citizen he has ever had the pleasure 
of knowing. MILLS concluded by stating that the character, 
associates, reputation, and loyalty of the appointee are 
above reproach and recommended him highly for a position'of 
trust and confidence with the United States Government.

The Honorable BRYCE HARLOW, Vice President of 
Procter and Gamble, 1801 K Street, N.W., Suite 1104, WDC, 
advised that he has known the appointee for the past 30 
years. HARLOW stated that he knows the appointee on a social 
and professional basis and would have no hesitation in 
recommending him for a position of trust and Confidence
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with the United States Government.

the appointee, described the appointee as being even-tempered 
and a person who is concerned with the immediate problems 
at hand. She stated that he gets along well with everyone 
and is a good family man. I I advised that she has known / 
the appointee since he was in Congress and enjoys a mutually 
friendly relationship. She commented favorably regarding 
the character, associates, reputation, and loyalty of the 
appointee and stated that she would recommend him for a 
position of trust and confidence with the United States 
Government.

[appointee, aovisea 
that she has known the appointee for approximately the past 
year. She stated that she is pleased to work with'the 
appointee, and that she considers him to be a sincere, 
compassionate, straightforward individual. She commented 
favorably regarding the character, associates, reputation, 
and loyalty of the appointee and recommended him without 
hesitation for a position of trust and confidence with the 
United States Government.

Mr. CARSTENS SLACK, Vice President of the Washington 
Office for Phillips Petroleum, 1825 K Street, N.W., WDC, 
advised he has known the appointee for the past 15 years. 
He stated that he met the appointee through his wife’s 
association with the appointee’s spouse* SLACK stated that 
he was impressed with the appointee's alertness and intelligence. 
SLACK further stated that he considered the appointee to be 
an impressive and affable individual who gives his full attention 
to any person who he conversing with. SLACK stated that the 
appointee did an excellent Job in the Department.of Defense 
and has always been sucessfully diligent in his efforts with 
the news media. SLACK commented favorably regarding the 
character, associates, reputation, and loyalty of the appointee 
and recommended him without reservation for a position of 
trust and confidence with the United States Government.

8
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United States Senate

Maryland, 
follows:

On February 23 , 1976, Senator J. GLENd BEALL. JR., 
advised Special A^ent (SA) ~I as

The Senator has known the apnointee, ’lELVr? ROBERT 
LAIRD, personally, for many years. He described Hr. LAIRD 
as a "s;ood nan'’ in every resnect. Hothin^ adverse concerning 
the anpointee’s character, reputation, loyalty or associates 
has ever cone to the attention of him. Senator BEALL recom
mended Hr. LAIRD for a responsible position of trust and 
confidence. ' .

a
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MAURICE

advised

U.S, Senators

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
G. AUSTIN on February 24, 1976. .

U.S. Senator CHARLES McC. MATHIAS, JR., Maryland, 
he has known the appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD,

very well since approximately i960. He served with him as 
a colleague in the U.S. House of Representatives from 196.0 
to 1968 and has continued to known him well to the present 
time. He thinks very high of the appointee and considers 
him to be very capable, dependable, and trustworthy. He 
commented favorably regarding his character, associates, 
reputation, and, loyalty, recommending him for a position of 
trust and confidence.

U.S. Senator WILLIAM PROXIMIRE, Wisconsin, advised his 
comments would be the same as given in the previous investi
gation in 1968. He continues to think highly of the appointee 
and he continues to recommend him for a position of trust 
and confidence.

U.S. Senator GAYLORD NELSON, Wisconsin, advised he 
has known the appointee very well for many years and knows 
him to be a very capable, honest, and trustworthy person, 
who he highly regards as being well qualified and he 
considers his character, associates, reputation, and loyalty 
to be above reproach. He recommended the appointee for 
a position of trust and confidence.

U.S. Representative JOHN J. RHODES, Arizona and 
Minority Leader, advised he was a former colleague of the 
appointee at the U.S. House of Representatives and has 
continued to know him well as a personal friend. They are 
golf partners and he knows his family and considers them 
to be fine persons in all respects. The appointee is very 
highly regarded by his former colleagues. He is sincere, 
capable, honest, and dependable. He commented favorably 
regarding his character, associates, reputation, and loyalty, 
recommending him for a position of trust and confidence.

10
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United Statzs House of Rmrosontativrs

On February 2^, 1976, Special Arent (SA) UAURICF 
G. AUSTIN d*'terminf’d from thr cmnloymrnt records maintained 
at the Office of th« Surf-rant at Arms, ■ United States 
House of Representatives, the apnointee entered on duty 
as the Representative for th< Seventh District of 
Wisconsin on January 35 1953, and resirw-d on January 21, IQ^o.

11



WFO 161-5232
RFQ:smv
1

CREDIT- AMD FOT.I^F AGFVCTFS

Special (Ph) CHARLES W. S^'ITH caused a search
to be radc of the file s of the* Credit Bureau, Incorporated, 
Washington, D.C., and was advised on February 23, 1976, 
that the files contained a satisfactory credit record for b6 
the appointee. b7c

On February 23, 1976, Special Clerk (SC)
I determined that no arrest record was contained 

in the Metropolitan Police Department files conc^rninp: 
the appointee or his snousc BARBARA MASTERS LAIRD.

It is to b& noted that at all times an indefinite 
number of unidentified records are out of file and not 
available for review.

On February 23, 1976, SC I
determined that no record was contained in the Department 
of Transportation, Bureau of Motor Vehicle Services, 
Government of the District of Columbia files concerning b6 
the appointee or his above-mentioned.spouse. t7c

On February 23, 1976, SC | ,
searched the files of the U.S. Park Police and no identifiable 
adult criminal or traffic record could be located repardinr 
the appointee or his above-mentioned snouse.

On February 2^, 1976, SC|______________ 
caused a search to be made of the files of the Montyorory 
County, Maryland, Police Department and was advised that 
no identifiable adult criminal record could be located 
rorardinr. the appointee or bis above-mentioned snouse.
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8:55PM NITEL/2/26/76 KMV

TO: DIRECTOR (161-5792)

FROM: MILWAUKEE (161-459) 
melvi/rober^aIRd; spin,

fail.

' - :3

BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 1976, WITHOUT

Assoc. Dir.--- 1
Dep.-A.D.-Adm— I 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv-- 1

Asst Dir.:
Admin.------------
Comp. Syst___  
Ext. Affairs__ 
Files & Com.__  
Gen. Inv.
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Director See*y

RE MILWAUKEE NITEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 24, 1976.

V THE FOLLOWING ASSOCIATES AND MEMBERS OF VARIOUS POLITICAL 

parties within the state of Wisconsin were contacted on 

FEBRUARY 26, 1976, BY THE INDICATED AGENTS:

W ILL I AM JOSEP H MULL IGA N . USA r F nw t. M T1 w a VK EE , 

WISCONSIN, ADVISED SA WILLIAM F. YETMAN, JR. THAT

HE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE SINCE APPROXIMATELY 1972 WHEN APPOINTEE

WAS CONGRESSMAN FROM WISCONSIN. USA MULLIGAN HAS HAD NUMEROUS

CONTACTS OF A POLITICAL NATURE WITH APPOINTEE. USA MULLIGAN 

DESCRIBED APPOINTEE AS AN EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT MAN, AN

EXCELLE NTj DM IJI STR A T OR AND PJ^^^ HOM HE HAS NEVER HEARD

ANYTHING OF A DEROGATORY NATURE CONCERNING. APPOINTEE’S

REPUTATION, OR PERSONAL HABITS. USA MULLIGAN EMPHATICALLY

STATED HE WOULD RECOMMEND APPOINTEE FOR ANY POSITION OF TRUST07

WITH U.S. GOVERNMENT.

end page one
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IN MADISON, WIS.,. CLIEFORD W. KRUEGER , (R) , WISCONSIN 

STaTE SEN AIL, 12TH SENATE DISTRICT, ADVISED SA I |

JR. that HE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE SINCE 1946. DURING THIS PERIOD OF 

TIME KRUEGER HAS FOUND LAIRD TO BE ONE OF THE FINEST MEN IN PUBLIC 

LIFE. BOTH PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY, HE IS AN INDIVIDUAL OF EXCELLENT 

CHARACTER, INTEGRITY, REPUTATION, AND A MAN OF UNQUESTIONED 

ROYALTY TO THE U.S, BASED ON HIS VAST ASSOCIATION AND LAIRD’S 

ACTIVITIES BOTH IN STATE AND FEDERAL ACTIVITIES, KRUEGER WOULD 

HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST.

IN MADISON, WIS., GERALD D. LORGE, (R), WIS. STATE 

SENATOR, 14TH SENATE DISTRICT, ADVISED SA I |THAT HE HAS KNOWN 

LAIRD SINCE,1946 WHEN THEY BOTH ENTERED STATE LEGISLATURE. DURING 

THIS PERIOD OF TIME, LORGE HAS FOUND LAIRD TO BE ONE_imHQSE_^ARE 

INDIVIDUALS WHO IN BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE _L I FE_ ENJOYS AN 

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND ^I££WX^.DEALJNG WITH 

INDIVIDUALS IN BOU-P01-LTIC.AL PARTIES AND OUT OF POL ITIC S . 

THERE IS NO QUESTION OF LOYALTY TO THE U.S. HE WOULD HIGHLY 

RECOMMEND FOR A POSITION OF TRUST.

CARL W. THOMPSON, (D), WIS. STATE SENATOR, 16TH SENATE 
.—. -

END PaGETWO
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DISTRICT, MADISON, WlS,., ADVISED SA I I THAT HE HAS 

KNOWN LAIRD SINCE 195g WHEN HE ENTERED THE STATE SENATE. LAIRD 

WAS ONE OF THOSE RARE POLITICIANS WHO WAS AELE TO COMMAND THE 

RESPECT OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS FROM EITHER POLITICAL PARTY. LAIRD 
..._ _ -- - --y----' — .. . •, _

IS AN INDIVIDUAL OF UNQUESTIONABLE REPUTATION, CHARACTER, AND 

LOYALTY. HE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST. 
b6 

WILLIAM a. BABLITCH, (D), Wis. SENATOR, 24TH SENATE DISTRICT. b7c 

ADVISED SaJ I THAT HE HAS PERSONALLY KNOWN LAIRD FOR THE PAST 

10 YEaRS. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE CURRENTLY HOLDS THE STATE SENATE 

seat which laird once held, bablitch found laird to be of 

EXCELLENT REPUTATION, CHARACTER, AND INTEGRITY. LAIRD IS AN 

INDIVIDUAL WHO HASJHB£N JJSlx£_ID-JXWL^^ 

OF INDIVIDUALS IN ANY WALK OF LIFE AND IS A GREAT LEADER. BABLITCH 

STATES THAT THERE IS NO QUESTION OF LAIRD’S LOYALTY TO THE U.S. 

BABLITCH WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR APPOINTMENT TO A HIGH 
b6 

OFFICE IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. b7<

I I, ADVISED SA GEORGE P. BAXTRUM, JR., THAT HE HAS BEEN 

ACQUAINTED WITH LAIRD SINCE ABOUT 1952 AND THAT HIS ASSOCIATION HAS 

end page three
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BEEK STRICTLY POLITICAL. SINCE LAST BEING CONTACTED

BY THE FEI. I ISTILL RECOMMENDS LAIRD FAVORABLY CONCERNING

HIS CHARACTER, REPUTATION, AND LOYALTY TO THE U.S. HE WOULD 

CONTINUE TO RECOMMEND HIM HIGHLY FOR ANY APPOINTED POSITION.

(FORMER USA, EDW)

, ADVISED SA that HE HAS KNOWN THE

APPOINTEE SINCE 1968. I ISTaTED HE KNOWS THE APPOINTEE PRIMARILY

ON A POLITICAL BaSIS AND HAS THE HIGHEST REGARD FOR HIS 

QUALIFICATIONS AND CHARACTER. | [STATED HE WOULD HIGHLY

RECOMMEND THE APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY

WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
b6

MILWAUKEE CO. JUDGE LOUIS J. CECI, MILWAUKEE CO. COURTHOUSE, 9L1 b7c

N. 9TH, ADVISED SA | ~|THAT HE HAS KNOWN THE APPOINTEE SINCE 1950

ON BOTH A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL BASIS. CECI STATED THAT THE APPOINTEE

WAS AN EXTREMELY CAPABLE AND . WITH AN

EXCELLENT RECORD AS A CONGRESSMAN AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. HE 

STATED* THE APPOINTEE IS A VERY LOYAL INDIVIDUAL OF HIGH CHARACTER.

CECI ADVISED HE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND THE APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION 

OF RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

end page four
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I -[I— --------- ------------------ 1, FIGI’S, INC..

Marshfield, wis?, advised saI " I that he has known

b6
b7C

laird for approximately 30 years and has had a good deal of recent

CONTACT WITH LaIRD.  ADVISED THAT SINCE LAIRD HAS LEFT

GOVERNMENT SERVICE HE HAS APPEARED TO BE MORE RELAXED AND IS

ENJOYING LIFE TO A DEGREE HE NEVER HAS BEFORE. I INDICATED

THAT LaIRD CONTINUES TO POSSESS THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF INTEGRITY

AND| | CHARACTERIZED LAIRD AS A ’’STATESMAN RATHER THAN A
. 1  _i_ix— ——nw ii t    -   -*— wh~.' - — ' I***--*'” '

b6
b7C

POLITICIAN FURTHER STATED THAT LAIRD HAS ALWAYS PLACED HIS

COUNTRY FIRST AND STATED THAT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS WITH SINCERE ■ ;   . —ril M  ■—■nil- __mtruri a mjt—K* ...
CONVICTION ADVISED HE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND LAIRD FOR ANY

POSITION OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT

JgAYOR RAYMOND TIPPELT, MARSHFIELD. WIS.. ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN

Laird for 35 years and they have remained close social acquaintances

during the past several years, mayor tippelt indicated that laird

POSSESSES^THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF INTEGRITY OF ANY PERSON HE HAS

EVER KNOWN AND CONSIDERS HIM A GREAT MAN. MAYOR TIPPELT KNOWS

LA'lRD TO BE a man OF SOLID CHARACTER AND CONVICTION AND WOULD HIGHLY

RECOMMEND HIM FOR ANY POSITION OF TRUST IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT.

END PAGE FIVE
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U.S, FEDERAL.yjJUlW JOHN W. REYNOLDS, MILWAUKEE, WIS., ADVISED 

that he has known laJrd for more than 25

years and HE CONSIDERS LAIRD TO EE AN OUTSTANDING, DEDICATED

PUBLIC SERVANT AND LOYAL AMERICAN. HE BELIEVES THAT LAIRD IS

QUALIFIED AND CAPABLE OF HOLDING ANY POSITION OF TRUST AND

CONFIDENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT INCLUDING THE PRESIDENCY.

U.S. FEDERAL JUDGE ROBERT W. WARREN, MILWAUKEE, WIS., 

ADVISED SA I |THAT THE GOVERNMENTAL POSITIONS HELD BY

LaIRD SPOKE FOR THEMSELVES AS FAR AS HIS HONESTY, INTEGRITY,

AND TRUSTWORTHINESS IS CONCERNED. IN ADDITION HE CONSIDERS LAIRD

TO BE A VERY PERSONABLE, AGGRESSIVE, CAPABLE INDIVIDUAL AND A

hard worker, he has the greatest respect for laird and has no

RESERVATIONS ABOUT LAIRD HOLDING ANY POSITION-IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
4?

LEE SHERMAN DREYFUS, CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY OF WIS.-STEVENS

POINT, WIS., ADVISED SA THAT HE HAS KNOWN

LAIRD FOR OVER 10 YEARS AND CONSIDERS HIM A CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND.

HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS BEEN A STRONG SUPPORTER OF LAIRD BOTH AS

A CONGRESSMAN AND DURING HIS TENURE AS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

HE CONSIDERS LaIRD ONE QF THE MOST CAPABLE MEN WHO HAVE EVER 
Him. II . ................... " ' ' ' -----------

SERVED IN GOVERNMENT. UE ADVISED LAIRD HAS A FIRM AND TOTAL

END PAGE SIX
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COMMITMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE U'.S. LAIRD’S EXPERIENCE 

AS A CONGRESSMAN AND REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EXECUTIVE ERANCH GIVES 

HIM TREMENDOUS INSIGHT INTO THE INNER WORKINGS OF GOVERNMENT. 

LAIRD IS PERSONABLE, HIGHLY RESPECTED, AND CONSIDERED TO EE AN 

INDIVIDUAL OF THE HIGHEST PERSONAL INTEGRITY. HE IS A MAN WHO IS 

DEVOTED TO THE U.S. AND WILLING TO SACRIFICE IN HIS PERSONAL 

and family life for his government, laird’s reputation is We 
- - .......... ••
OF THE HIGHEST IN THE CENTRAL WIS. AREA. HE ADVISED HE 

wholeheartedly AND unconditionally RECOMMENDS laird for any 

POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE SERVICE OF THE U.S. b6
b7C

ROBERT LEE RYBARC7V*r-5p11 ARROW, SCHOFIELD, WIS., THE 

PRESENT. CHAIRMAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY FOR MARATHON CO., WIS., 

ADVISED SaI I Pat HE KNOWS LAIRD PERSONALLY BUT MAINLY

BY REPUTATION. HE STATED THAT LAIRD OFFERED A TREMENDOUS 

SERVICE TO HIS CONSTITUENCY DURING HIS TERMS AS A CONGRESSMAN 

IN THE WIS. DELEGATION, HE STATED THAT LAIRD WAS RESPONSIVE TO 

THE NEEDS OF HIS CONSTITUENCY AND WAS A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL 

LEGISLATOR. HE ADVISED THAT AMONG MARATHON CO. DEMOCRATICS, 

LaIRD IS HIGHLY RESPECTED FOR HIS PAST GOVERNMENT SERVICE BOTH 

END PAGE SEVEN
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AS A CONGRESSMAN AND AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. HE POSSESSES AN 

EXTREMELY INCISIVE MIND AND IS A DELIBERATE AND THOROUGH THINKER. 

HE ADVISED THAT HE WOULD HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO RESERVATIONS IN 

RECOMMENDING LAIRD FOR ANY POSITION OF CONFIDENCE IN THE SERVICE 

OF THE U.S.

b6
b7C

having personally served as a campaign worker for him during his 

years as a congressman, he states that since laird has left the 

central wis. area he has had little personal contact with him

But knows him by reputation to be an individual of the highest 

integrity, he feels that laird is known among wis. republicans 

AS AN EXTREMELY HARD WORKER WITH TOTAL DEDICATION FOR THE SERVICE 

OF THE U.S. LAIRD IS HONEST WITH A HIGH DEGREE OF PERSONAL 

INTEGRITY. HE ADVISED THAT LAIRD'S MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 

AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT MAKE HIM UNIQUELY CAPABLE OF HANDLING A ‘

ANY POSITION IN GOVERNMENT. LAIRD HAS THE TOTAL RESPECT OF ALL 

MEMBERS OF THE MARATHON CO. REPUBLICAN PARTY AND STATE OF WIS. 

REPUBLICAN PARTY. HE ADVISED THAT HE COULD RECOMMEND LAIRD, 

END PAGE EIGHT



MI 161-459 PAGE NINE b6
b7C

WITHOUT RESERVATION, FOR ANY POSITION OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT.

40SEPHJOJCIREK (R), CO. JUDGE, BRANCHES, MARATHON CO., 

WAUSAU, W Is77~~ADV~rsEir'sTf~ ~ | THA T HE HAS PERSONALLY KNOWN

LaIRD FOR WELL over 15 YEARS BUT HAS HAD LITTLE CONTACT WITH HIM 

FOR THE Past SEVERAL YEARS. HE STATES THAT HE HAS HEARD OF 

LAIRD’S ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES TO GOVERNMENT DURING THE PAST 

SEVERAL YEARS and FEELS THAT LAIRD IS STILL CONTRIBUTING TO 

THE SERVICES OF THE U.S. HE STATES THAT HE HAS HEARD NOTHING IN 

THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS WHICH WOULD CHANGE HIS ORIGINAL OPINION 

of laird, that being, he is an extremely loyal American with a 

THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OFF THE WORKINGS OF GOVERNMENT. LAIRD IS A 

hard-working, dedicated individual who is a deliberate thinker, 

he STaTESJHAI- TAT RUIS. ..PRIOR FXEE&IENCE S ^CONGRESSMAN and on the 

EXECuTJA/£__BW1C^  ̂ place him IN A UNIQUE position to

SERVE THE CITIZENS OF THELlUS-^ HE ADVISED THAT HE COULD GIVE, 

WITHOUT RESERVATION, A WHOLEHEARTED RECOMMENDATION OF LAIRD FOR 

ANY POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND TRUST IN THE GOVERNMENT. J®

end page nine
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I I FOR US CONGRESSMAN I I

| (D) , WAUSAU, WISCONSIN, ADVISED SA I ITH.AT HE

Has KNOWN laird FOR OVER 15 years and in fact ran against him 

FOR A SEAT IN THE US CONGRESS IN 1968 AND LOST. HE ADVISED 

THAT LAIRD~IS~A CAPABLE AND HONEST INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS PROVIDED 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO HIS CONSTITUENCY WHEN HE WAS A US 

CONGRESSMAN IN THE WISCONSIN DELEGATION AND TO THE CITIZENS 

OF THE US DURING HIS SERVICE AS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 

HE CPMSODERS LAIRD TO BE CONSCIENTIOUS, HARD WORKING AND 

A LOYAL AMERICAN. HE ADVISED THAT IF LAIRD WERE TO RE-ENTER TH; 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT, HE WOULD PERFORM IN HIS USUAL 

outstanding manner, he advised that laird’s decYsions”a>re 

CAREFULLY weighed and that he WOULD tend to give political 
C^IDERaTION TO THE SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS PLACED BEFORE HIM. 

HE ELABORATED BY SAYING THAT LAIRD, WHEN FACED WITH A DECISION, 

WOULD MAKE A CONSCIENCE ..DECISION AND "WHEN THAT DECISION WAS 

made he would then consider the political ramifications as 

THEY WOULD APPLY TO THEADMINISTRATION THAT HE WAS SERVING. 

end page “ten........ ~.......
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HE STATES THAT HE IN NO WAY BELIEVED THAT THE PARTISAN 

POLITICAL CONSIDERATION WOULD OUTWEIGH LAIRD'S JUDGMENT.

HE ADVISED ’THAT SINCE LAIRD HAS LEFT THE GOVERN^

HE HAS HEARD CONCERNING HIS ACTIVITIES INDICATE THAT HE HAD 

THOROUGHLY INVOLVED HIMSELF IN HIS NEW LINE OF ENDEAVOR 

AND Has performed in an exemplary manner, he advised that

HE COULD RECOMMEND LaIRDWITHOUT RESERVATION, FOR ANY

POSITION. OF SERVICE TO THE GOVERNMENT.

SEVENTH DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC

COMMITTEE, WAUSAU, WISCONSIN ADVISED SA that he

has known laird for approximately 20 years and believes

HIM TO BE AN OBJECTIVE AND IMPARTIAL INDIVIDUAL. HE ADVVISED

IHArkA® IS W TO HIS BELIEFS AS A MEMBER
' ” . . . . '■ IW..I1K ■- «••• —■..lull. iaiW„,

OFJJE REj^BL.^ HE HAS HAP SOME '

IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES WITH LAIRD BUT THEY ARE EXCLUSIVELY 

IN THE AjEAjDF PARTISAN.POLITICS. HE ADVISED THAT LAIRD

HAS OFFERED A TREMENDOUS SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC DURING 

HIS MANY YEARS OF PUBLIC LIFE. HE STATED THAT LAIRD, ALTHOUGH 

end page eleven /
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A member of the opposition party is an individual that he 

COULD RECOMMEND WITHOUT RESERVATION FOR ANY POSITION IN 

' GOVERNMENT. HE CLOSED BY STATING THAT AMONG FELLOW DEMOCRATS, 

WHO WOULD NOT VOTE FOR LAIRD, HE, LAIRD, IS CONSIDERED TO EE 

A FINE AND WELL RESPECTED PUBLIC SPIRITED INDIVIDUAL.

....  | FIRST AMERICAN

NATIONAL BANK, WAUSAU, WISCONSIN (R ) , ADVISED SA I

THAT HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD FOR 20 YEARS AND BELIEVES HIM TO BE 

AN EXEMPLARY AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO HAS DEDICATED HIS ENTIRE 

ADuLT LIFE TO PUBLIC SERVICE. HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS HAD 

LITTLE RECENT CONTACT WITH LaIRD OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, 

HAVING SEEN HIM ON FOUR OR FIVE OCCASIONS BUT ADVISED THAT 

LAIRD’S REPUTATION CONTINUES TO BE ONE OF HIGH RESPECT BY 

THE INDIVIDUALS THAT KNOW HIM. HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS HEARD 

NOTHING IN THE RECENT PAST WHICH WOULD CHANGE HIS OPINION OF 

laird, he advised his opinion continues to be that laird 

IS AN INDIVIDUAL of THE HIGHEST MORAL CHARACTER. HE STATED 

THAT LAIRD’S SERVICE AS A REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMAN FROM WISCONSIN 

: end page twelve
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and in various positions in the executive branch of government 

PROVIDED HIM WITH INSIGHT AND BACKGROUND WHICH COULD EE OF 

TREMENDOUS VALUE IN ANY FURTHER GOVERNMENT SERVICE. HE ADVISED 

THAT HE COULD WHOLEHEARTEDLY RECOMMEND LAIRD FOR ANY POSITION 

OF TRuST IN THE GOVERNMENT.

EVERETT J. MOEN, 647 NORTH 77TH STREET, WAUWATOSA, 

'WISCONSIN, ADVISED SA|  IHE HAS KNOWN LAIRD SINCE 

the late issrs when he was a us congressman, he knew him 

THROUGH HIS POSITION AS SECRETARY TREASURER OF THE WISCONSIN 

TELEPHONE COMPANY, A POSITION HE HELD FROM 1958 UNTIL 1971. 

SINCE 1971 HE HAS HAD NO PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE APPOINTEE. 

IN HIS DEALINGS WITH THE APPOINTEE, WHICH WERE ONLY CONNECTED 

WITH TELEPHONE COMPANY BUSINESS AND OCCASIONALLY REPUBLICAN 

party fund raising matters, he has always found appointee to 

BE A VERY SINCERE, KNOWLEDGEABLE, TRUSTWORTHY PERSON POSSESSING 

UNQUESTIONABLE LOYALTY. HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD’S FAMILY TO EE WELL 

OFF FINANCIALLY SO IT WAS NEVER NECESSARY FOR HIM TO BE "CUTE” 

REGARDING RAISING CAMPAIGN FUNDS. HE FEELS THAT LAIRD IS A WISE 

END PAGE THIRTEEN
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CHOICE FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, THEREFORE, HE HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDS .

UACB, NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED.

ADMINISTRATIVE: IT IS NOTED THAT MR. DREYFUS STATED

IT WAS HIS HIGHLY INFORMED SUPPOSITION THAT MR. LAIRD WAS BEING 

CONSIDERED FOR THE POSITION OF SECRETARY OF STATE BY PRESIDENT 

FORD.

END.

HOLD
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26, 1976

RE BUREAU TELETYPE, FEB. 23, 1976

Assoc. Dir.-------- - (
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.— i
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.------

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.--------------
Comp. Syst.------
Ext. Affairs ----  
Files & C'jm. ----
Gen. Inv.----------
Went. ---------
Inspection .--------- 
[nteh ---------
Lab-<) a t ry-------
Plan- i EvaL —
Spec. inv.---------
Train-ng .

Legal Cons

I X 
1

READER’S DIGEST

Telepho Km. _  
w’yDirees

PLEASANTVILLE, NEW YORK

OK FEB. 24, 1976, [ ] PERSONNEL, READER’S

DIGEST, ADVISED SA I ITHEIR FILES SHOW THE

APPOINTEE HAS BEEN A SENIOR COUNSEL FOR READER’S DIGEST SINCE

AUGUST 1, 1975 IN WASHINGTON, D.C. STATED COULD HAVE BEEN

Ort A MONTHLY RETAINER BASIS PRIOR TO THAT, BUT WOULD HAVE

NG RECORD FOR THIS IN THEIR OFFICES IN PLEASANTVILLE. b6
b7C

ON FEB. 25, 1976, DE WITT WALLACE, FOUNDER AUD CHIEF

OWNER, READER’S DIGEST, NOW SEMI-RETIRED, ADVISED SA I I

HAS MET APPOINTEE ONLY ONCE, AND THAT WAS FOR BRIEF VISIT

ABOUT A MONTH AGO. KOT SURE HOW LONG APPOINTEE HAS BEEK
JL I _

CONNECTED WITH READER’S DIGEST. HOWEVER, STATED APPOINTEE '

WORKED CLOSELY WITH AL COLE, OF READER’S DIGEST STAFF, A?JD COLE^" k
§3 APR 6
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HAS HIGH REGARD FOR APPOINTEE. ADDED KNOWS APPOINTEE ALMOST 

COMPLETELY 3Y REPUTATION AND THIS REPUTATION EXTREMELY HIGH. 

COULD NOT COMMENT FURTHER AS HE REALLY DOES NOT KNOW APPOINTEE 

ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT HOBART LEWIS, CHAIRMAN AUD EDITOR

IN CHIEF, READER’S DIGEST, ON FEB. 25, 1976, NEGATIVE. LEWIS 

PRESENTLY ON VACATION AND NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL AT LEAST 

MARCH 1, 1976.



Jk FEDERAL BUREAU OF UWESHMUPb
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TELETYPE

NR0C1 NH PLAIN

9:24AM URGENT MARCH 1, 1976 SAD \

TO: DIRECTOR s—x \

FROM: NEW HAVEN (1 61 -1986) (^RUC^

MELVIN ROBErAaIRD, SPECIAL INQUIRY . BUDED : FEB. 26

WITHOUT FAIL

REWFO NITEL, FEB. 24, 1976 AND NH TEL, FEB. 26,

Aseoc. Dir.  f 
Dep.-AD.-Adm_  
Dep.-A.D.-Inv__

Asst Dir.:
Admin.____ _ 
Comp. Syst ___  
Ext Affairs —— 
Files & Com. __ 
Gen. Inv. _____ 
Ident________ 
Inspection_____  
Intel!.________  
Laboratory ____  
Plan, b EvaL __ 
Spec. Inv. .
Training ______ 

Legal Coun. ___

b7C
1 976 .

ON MARCH 1, 1976,

INSILCO CORPORATION, MERIDEN, CT., ADVISED HE WAS APPOINTEE’S

______________________________________ | WHEN LAIRD WAS SECRETARY 

OF DEFENSE. HE HAS MAINTAINED CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATION SINCE 

THAT DATE. REGARDS LAIRD AS PERSOANL FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE. HAS

HIGHEST REGARD FOR LAIRD’S IMPECCABLE CHARACTER AND CREDENTIALS, b6 
b7C

LAIRD IS MAN OF THE HIGHEST INTEGRITY AND LOYALTY. I I

BELIEVES THAT IT WAS ONLY THORUGHT THE PERSONAL SACRIFICES AND

DILIGENCE OF MELVIN LAIRD THAT THE PENTAGON WAS NOT DRAWN INTO

THE WATERGATE SCANDAL. LAIRD ENJOYS AND OUTSTANDING
b6
b7C

IN BOTH THE BUSINESS AND MILITARY COMMUNITIES. HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

AND MOTIVES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ABOVE SUSPICION. |
23 APR 6 1976

OF NOTHING WHICH MIGHT REFLECT UNFAVORABLY ON THE APPOINTEE AND

GAVE HIM HIS HIGHEST UNQUALIFIED RECOMMENDATION.

END

>6 APR 221976



lERAL BIKEAU OF IBVESUUAliOK

Smunications section

FEB ?R W6 ’ ’ ■

/ TELHWIt
/4pc^2 MH PLAINTEXT

11:3P Afi URGENT'E3RUARY 26, 1976 WAT

TO: DLR^CTOP X^V\

FROM: MEV HAVEN C161 -1 9F€0\CP) J/H
MELVIN ROBERiQaIRD, SPI. BUDED: FEB. 26, 1976.

PFWFONITEL, FEP. 24, 1976.

0*’ FEB. 2.5, 1976, RECEPTIONIST, INSILCO CO^P.,

ADVISFDr I ASSOCIATE OF APPOINTEE

Assoc. Dir.-------- 
Dep.-A.D.-Adm._.
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.___

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.---------

Comp. Syst ___  
Ext. Affairs__ _ 
Files & Com. __  
Gen. Inv.
Ident. ----------—
Inspection
Intell. ___ ____
Laboratory ____  
Plan. & EvaL _ 
Spec. tnv. _____  
Training

Legal Coan. -... 
Telephone Res, _ 
Director Secfy.....

b6
b7CCITY ON BUSINESS BUT AVAILABLE FEB. 26, 1976, AT F:^ AM FOP

INTERVIEW.

ON FEB. 265 197 6 ADVISED  M0T

RETURNING TO CONNECTICUT BUT TRAVELLING TO OHIO ON BUSINESS. HF

'-'ILL NOT PE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL MAR. 1 , 1976, AM. SHE

A.DVISED|— [SOMETIMES CALLS IN FOR MESSAGES AND HE WOULD BE 
b6

ADVISED TO CALL WHO.

IN EVENT CONTACTS NHO , RESULTS OF

IMMEDIATELY BE FURNISHED BUREAU BY TELETYPE. UACB, NHO 'JILL

INTERVIEW I IMAP. 1 , 1976, AT MERIDEN, CT. ?

SPIN. £S AFH 6 i’S76



02 SD PLAIN

12:50AM FEBRUARY 26,

TOs

FROM : ' SAN DIEGO 
MEL VIN R OBER A AIRD ,

EWKtMl OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED FEBRUARY 26,

(
Aasec. Dir.------—•
Dep.-AD.-Adm.—
Dep.-A.D.-Inv------

Asat Dir.:
Admin._______
Comp. Syst____
Ext Affairs ---- 
Files & Com.----
Gen. Inv.---------
Ident -------------
Inspection --------
In Ceti. . .
Laboratory ———
Plan. & EvaL —
Spec. Inv. , -
Training ■-

Legal Conn. —~

b7C

RE WFO TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY 24, 197 6.

1976.

PER, 7776 IVANHOE AVENUE, LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

COPLE Y

ADVISED HE HAS BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH APPOINTEE

Telephone,, Rm. _ 
Director Sec*y  .

SINCE 1960. ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN VERY CLOSE IN BOTH

POLITICAL A® BUSINESS ACTIVITIES. | I STATED HE

APPOINTEE
b6 }b7C

A® BELIEVES APPOINTEE HAS TREMENDOUS CAPABILITY WHICH

SHOULD BE USED BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. I I

states hBholds APPOINTEE IN HIGHEST REGARD IN ALL RESPECTS, 

INCLUDING APPOINTEE’S FAMILY, A® WCR ABLY RE COMME® ED

APPOINTEE FOR ANY POSITION 

RESPONSIBILITY.

ON FEBRUARY 25, 197 6,

T EL ED YNE -R YA N AER O NAUT I CAL

OF TRUST INTEGRITY A®

(WiMlMa —TIP (MMrTTWWW ■MMMB 

NOT RECORDED

23 APR 6 1976PRESIDENT,BARRY SHILL ITO



SD 161-771 

PAGE TWO 

SAN DIEGO, ADVISED HE HAS BEEN ACQUAITED WITH aPPuINTEE 

SINCE 196S A® HOLDS APPOINTEE IN HIGHEST REGARD IN EVERY 

RESPECT. SHILLITo STATED HE CONSIDERS APPOINTEE TO HAVE 

GOOD HEALTH, GOOD PERSONAL HABITS, HIGHEST INTEGRITY A® 

LOYALTY AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. SHILLITO SAID HE WAS IN 

VERY CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH APPOINTEE WHILE SERVING IN 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFNSE WITH APPOINTEE. THAT CLOSE 

ASSOCIATION HAS CONTINUED TO TODAY A® SHILLITO BELIEVES 

APPOINTEE TO HAVE TREME ® OUS ABILITY A® POTENTIAL IN 

EVERY RESPECT. HE ENCOURAGED THAT APPOINTEE SHOULD BE 

INVOLVED IN TOP GOVERNMENT SERVICE BECAUSE OF OUT ST A® I NG 

QUALIFICATIONS. b6
b7C 

SHILLITO A® I IWERE BOTH OUT OF THE CITY DURING 

SAN DIEGO’S ATTEMPT TO LOCATE FUR INTERVIEW AND WERE 

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THOUGH THEIR PRIVATE SECRETARIES 

TO MEET BUDED.

NO REPORT, UACB.

E®.

FLS HOLD ,



NR

o:

FROM

MELVIN

1
TELI

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

00 4 SF

12:40

SF DCS

LAIN

URGENT E/Bo/76 MCC

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO <161-^001^ CRUC^ 
ROBErAaIRD, SPIN, BUD ED FEBRUARY^

RE WFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU, FEBRUARY 24,

Assoc. Dir. - ------  
Dep.-A.D.-Adnu-— 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.----

Asst Dir.:
Admin........ ------  
Comp. Syst.-----  
Ext Affairs ---- 
Files & Com.---- 
Gen. Inv. —----- 
Ident ....---------
Inspection ..
Intell —------  
Laboratory .------
Plan. & Eval — 
Spec. Inv. ......... 
Training ..........  

Legal Conn. ... . 
Telephone Km. — 
Director Sec*y.....

1*76 WITHOUT FAIL

1*7S

DAVID PACKARD, PRESIDENT, HEWLETT PACKARD, 1501 PAGE MILL

STEEL
3821

road, PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, INTERVIEWED TODAY AND RECOMMENDED

APPOINTEE FAVORABLY WITHOUT RESERVATION OR QUALIFICATION

PACKARD SEATED THAT HE IS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH MELVIN LAIRD BOTH

PERSONALLY: AND PROFESSIONALLY*

PACKARD STATED THAT HE HAD VIRTUALLY DAILY CONTACT WITH

LAIRD BETWEEN JANUARY 1D6D AND JANUARY 1^72 WHILE SERVING IN THE

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT UNDER LAIRD

PACKARD^TATED THAT HE HAS RESPECT FOR APPOINTEE’S ABILITIES

AND CERTAINLY HAS NO REASON TO QUESTION APPOINTEE’S CH

LOYALTY, OR ASSOCIATIONS. PACKARD CONCLUDED BY HIGHLY R88oARflu&-1976

ING THE APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCEr—;

END

R221976



Asaoc. Dir. --- - 
Dep.-A.D.'Adm— 

Dep.-A.D^Inv--
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.----— 
Comp. Syst --  
Ext Affairs-  
Files & Com.-  
Gen. Inv. _--- .
Went.____ __
Inspection___  
Intell.______ 
Laboratory _____ 
Plan. & EvaL_  
Spec. Inv. --
Training -- -

Legal Conn. __ 
Telephone Bn.

ALL PERSONS CONTACTED WERE ADVISED OF.THE PROVISIONS

OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND D ID NOT REQUEST CO NFIDENT IAL ITY.

ALEXANDR^ 'HAS SEEN ADVISED 3Y;'POUTING SLIP TO HANDLE REVIEW

OF DIS FILE.

ON FEBRUARY 24, 1375, SC | | CONTACTED " ' ;

I MARYLAND STATE POLICE (MSP), PIKESVILLE, 
MARYLAND, WHO ADVISED SHE HAD NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE .WITH

THE APPOINTEE^ HIS WIFE,: BAR3AP.fi MASTERS LAIRD . I L

b6 
b7C

ON FEBRUARY 23,- 1976., SAl TrEVIE^ ?g

THE COMPUTERlZE^-MOTOE VEHICLE .ADM IN ISTRAt ION RECORDS FOR

THE STATE OF MA^YL AND, OLKTLWNIE, MARYLAND, WHICH I ND fteE RECORDED
THAT THE APPOINTEE, D^T^OF 5IRTH, SEPT EXSER' 1, 1322, 6 1976



b6
b7CFROM-REVIEH OF THE MO TOR^riIDLE ADM IM 1ST RAT IO 7 (EVA)

0 J ‘FESRjARY £3, , 1975, SA

‘. NOT ■ HAVE DRIVER ’S . LI C2H. IH THE STATE OF

RE VE AL ED T H AT T HE■^ARXEARO . / ?^A; J^ECK DY

:- MASTERS LAIRD, BORN MARCH;,9 , 1922,

;HAD A CLEAR/WV^to TOTAL CURRENT POINTS OF 0.

f$HE>iWA CH^KiREVEALE^. THAT THE APPOINTEE’

_ ____ —CL—
. HE APPOINTEE’S

b6
b7C

H~ - ------ ;—   ------- - — -----------—    -------------- ------------- —
’* ^HE/pE^^SE CENTRAV INDEX OF INVESTIGATIONS MC-JI),

A DEPARTMENT' OF DEFENSE (DODO INDEX TO- SECURITY, CRIMINAL AND 
• ' J. ■ \ •.- - • •

■ ATPLlew iNvOt IGAtl^NS ALSO CHECKED'THROUGH' A REPRESENTATIVE b6
?1'; ' . <; ;<?,. '- \ ’/T ■ ' < . b7i
OF THAT AOE^ SA F ~~|AT FORT MEADE, MARYLAND.



4

./-OT FEBRUARY 26, THE DCII ADVISED

TW LvFWlAT iW POSSiBLYYi^ APPOINTEE

IS GO NT AIRED’ IN THE FILES OF' THE i»AV4L INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE <NIS)

U.S. NAVY, AX,£XAuifilAt VIRGINIA.- ALEXANDRIA NILL HAsIDLE'.



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in _

TELETYPE
Via__________________

1

Date: 2/26/76

PLAINTEXT____________
(Type in plaintext or code)

NITEL

(Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL) AND
SAC, CHARLOTTE ( ibl - /

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5230^)/V^~^^

MELVIN ROBERlft/AIRD. SPECIAI>TWIRY. BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 1976,

WITHOUT FAIL

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO DATED FEBRUARY 19, 1976, AND 

WFO TELEPHONE CALL TO CHARLOTTE, FEBRUARY 26, 1976.

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITIOUS

SPECIAL INQUIRY TO BRING UP TO DATE A SPECIAL INQUIRY

CONDUCTED CONCERNING LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 1968. HE IS BEING

CONSIDERED FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, 

INDICATED.

WFO INVESTIGATION REVEALS LAIRD HAS A

POSITION NOT b6

I bl-519 5--Q

56 APR 2 21976



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

£ B I ,
Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Precedence)

PAGE TWO WFO 161-5232 b6
b7C

LEAD. CHARLOTTE. AT CHAPEL HILL AND CHEROKEE3 NORTH 

CAROLINA. WILL VERIFY RESIDENCE OF LAIRdI |

AND SECURE POLICE CHECKS.

SUTEL RESULTS TO BUREAU.

END.

Approved: _______ ___________________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per------------------------------

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992



8 02 PM NIT

TO

CI PL A

2/26/76 GEE

DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGAT^Bk

COMMUNICATIONS SECTiul^

FSB 2 6 k

TeleTyp
b6 
b7C

FROM CINCINNATI C 16 1- 1 883) I (R'JC ) J J

JR., SPOTU INGUIRYMELVIN ROBER FEBRUARY

A.g«oc. Dir. -----—
Dep.-A.D.-Adm—- 
Dep ,-A.D.-Inv.-----

I Asst Dir.:
Admin. ___ ———
Comp. Syst.-----  
Ext. Affairs ---  
Files & Com. — 
Gen. Inv.---------- 
Ident.   
Inspection --------  
Intel!. ------- —
Laboratory------  
Plan. & Eval _ 
Spec. Inv.------- 
Training ------ .—

Legal Conn. —.— 
Telephone Rw —.
THreetor

26 1576
MR,

RE CINCINNATI TELCAL TO BUREAU

ON FEBRUARY £6, 1976,

BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION BY TH"

NEU JERSEY

OTA
-

THAT MELVIL

1 central index files, defense industrial security

CLEARANCE OFFICE, DJSCO, COLUMBUS, OHIO, ADVISE

robert laird, ssan 392-14-5736, is issued the follcui.

CLEARANCE

ON JANUARY

BASED ON A

£CRET

INCORPORATED

SECRET

1969

JANUARY

RAHWAY

1976, EMPLOYING ENCY, PURALATO
b6
b7C

FEBRUARY 2B, 1975, EMPLOYING AGENCY

SATELITE CORPORATION, WASHINGTON, D. C

SECRET - FEBRUARY 6, 1975, EMPLOYING AGENCY

AIRLINES, INCORPORATED, ST. PAUL

END

HO L D

CCKJil’SICATICsA <"

<7

NOT r. j

.<23 APR 6 1976

56 APR 2 2 19/6



Assoc. Dir.

RE FBIHG TELE CALL TO MP FEBRUARY 27, 1976.

Dep.-A.D.-Adm.
Dep.-A.D.-Inv^—

Asst. Dir.: .
Admin.________-
Comp. Syst. __
Ext Affairs ——
Files & Com.___
Gen. Inv.
Ident.---------------
Inspection ___ —
Intell. ------- —
Laboratory 
Plan. & EvaL —
Spec. Inv.--------- >

i Training_______ 
I Legal Conn. —-----, 
i Telephone Km. —' 
| Pipettor Sec’y —_.f

Of! FEBRUARY 27, 1976

^AC/CRAF, SECURITY PROGRAM, NORTHWEST ORIENT AIRLINES, MINNEAPOLIS -

ST. PAHL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ADVISED THAT

WELKIN ROBERT LAIRD, DATE OF BIRTH SEPTEMBER 1, 1922, SOCIAL SECURITY

ACCOUNT NUMR-FP 392-14-5736 IS PRESENTLY A MEMBER OF THE NORTHWEST

ORIENT AIRLINES BOARD OF DIRECTORS. HF RECAFE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD

OF DIRECTORS ON MAY S'7, 1974, AND ON FEBRUARY 6, 1975

RY THE CHIEF OFFICE OF INDUSTRI AL SECURITY,

CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
b6
b7C

I ‘ I ADVISED THAT NORTHWEST AIRLINES COMMUNICATES WITH LAIRD

THROUGH THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

READERS DIGEST, 1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUF, SUITE 212, WASHINGTON,

D.C. 2^306, TELEPHONE NUMBER 202,-223-1642.
I (o I-574? -

INFORMATION REGARDING LAIRD'S SECRET CLEARANCE CAN BE OBTAINED I

NEEDED THROUGH CHIEF OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL SECURITY, DEFENSE CONTRACT 

ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 1136 IHASHIRGT^IaV®!^ ' 
APR 6 1976



PAGE TWO MP 1 SI-NEW 
b6 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 631S1. b7c

lADVISED THAT NORTHWEST AIRLINES RECORDS DO NOT SHOW

THE TITLE "JUNIOR" AS BEING PART OF LAIRD’S NAME. 

| MAS ADVISED OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AND HF ADVISED HE DID NOT DESIRE HIS NAME TO BE KEPT GO NFIDENTI Atr. 

END.



FD-36 (Rev.-S-14-74)

FBI'

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

jt

AIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD
SPECIAL INQUIRY
BUDED: 2/26/76 WOF

DIRECTOR, FBI (161-5792)

Date:

SAC, ALEXANDRIA (161-344

(Precedence)

b6
b7C

(RUC)

Assoc. Dir. 
Dep.-A.D.-Adm._  

I Dep.-A.D.-Inv.___
Asst. Dir.:
1 Admin.----------
1 Comp. Syst. — 
Ext. Affairs _ 
Files & Cem. _ 
Gen. Inv....... ..

। Ident. . . . ----  
Inspection ---

। Intell. . . —
I Laboratory .— 
I Plan. & J

Spec. In 
Trainin

Legal Coun.-------  
Telephone Rm.
Director Soc’y----

Re Butel to 
2/25/76.

AX 2/19/76, and AX teletype to Bureau

NIS RECORD CHECK

SC ] caused a search
files of the Naval Investigative Service 
and was advised on 3/2/76 that the files 
concerning the appointee.

to be made of the 
(NIS) Headquarters, 
contained no record-

NOT RECORDED 
23 APR 6 1976

l-^)Bureau
1- Alexandria
TAB:smb

Sent M Per
q Agent in Charge

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992



1 - Mr. Fehl
1 - Mr. Steel
1 - Mr. Dooher

March 4, 1976

BY LIAISON
b6
b7C

The White House
Washington, D. C.

Hear

REQ. REC7D"„_^^..Gr2-?

ANS 
BY:

MAY 20 1977

In accordance ■with a request received from you
on February 19, 1976, an investigation has been conducted 
concerning Mr. „Ublvjn BoberVLaird. Transmitted herewith 
is a summary memorandum containing the results of this
investigation.

An applicant-type investigation was conducted 
concerning Laird in 1969, the results of which have z 
been previously furnished to you. The enclosed summary 
memorandum covers the period since January, 1969.

Informatien has been received indicating checks 
of the files of the Internal Revenue Service? United States 
Secret Service; Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil 
Service Commission; and the Naval Investigative Service, 
Naval Intelligence Command, have not been completed. When 
the results of these checks have been received, you will
be advised.

Sincerely y

L
A

Assoc. Dir.--------  
Dep. AD Adm. _ 
Dep. AD Inv. —

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. .....  
Comp. Syst. ......  
Ext. Affairs ...  
Files & Com..... 
Gen. Inv. ———
Ident. —
Inspection ,,,. 
Intell. ...... '
Laboratory,-------

MPD:jas
SEE NOTE PAGE 2

Clarence Kelle
Director /

Enclosure 'aph 6

SEE REVERSE SP? 

’ ADD. DISScE,$f;Wi.
Plan. & Evo I. —.
Spec. ‘Inv. _, 
Training 2----------

Legal Coun. ------J 
Telephone Rm. _A 
Director Sec’y —-J w MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT RETURN TO MR. DOOHER, ROOM 3125GPO : 1975 O - 569-920





b6
b7C

NOTE: Mr. Laird, aged 53, Senior Counsellor, Reader’s Digest, 
Washington, D. C., is former Secretary of Defense and former 
Counsellor to the President for Domestic Affairs. He is being 
considered for a Presidential appointment, position unknown. 
Investigation concerning Mr. Laird favorable, except 1971 
applicant-type investigation of| L b’

~| Mr. Laird, revealedf ..... ... . 1°^ b
the Student Mobilization Committee to and the War in Vietnam 
in 1970 while attending college. _____ was arrested on charge 
of desecration of American flag. Departmental applicant 
investigation of in February. 1976. favorable. In
addition, Lairc|
Four agency checks outstanding.

- 2 -



U.S'. Department 4|Ristice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

DEC 13 1984

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD
DO

b7C

The information contained in this summary memorandum 
supplements information’contained in an expanded name check dated 
November 15, 1984.

Agency Checks

Information has been received from the United States 
Attorney’s Office, Baltimore, Maryland, indicating its files 
contain an index card reference to a case titled

| |versus Melvin Laird," and indicates that a "preliminary
injunction United States Army" was filed concerning this case on 
September 29, 1969, and that a petition of habeas corpus was 
granted. The reference is incomplete; however, it does indicate 
the attorney handling this matter was J. Frederick Motz, who is 
the present United States Attorney, Baltimore, Maryland.

Mr. Motz has advised he recalled the case in general 
terms and believes it involved Mr. Laird as a respondent in his 
official capacity as Secretarvof Defense. Mr. Motz stated that 
he believes the plaintiff J I was seeking an early
release from the military.. Mr. Motz also advised that to his 
knowledge Mr. Laird was never the subject of a suit filed against 
him personally.

A check of^the records of the United States District 
Court, Baltimore, Maryland, indicate that 36 separate cases were 
filed against Mr. Laird, either as Secretary of Defense or in his 
name. The records also indicate that all 36 cases were filed and 
dispositions entered prior to 1979. All files concerning these 
cases have been transferred to the General Services 
Administration, General Archives Division, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where a release from a federal district judge is 
required for access to the files.

George Beall, United States Attorney for the District 
of Maryland during the late 1960’s, was interviewed for 
information concerning these cases. Mr. Beall advised that to 
the best of his recollection these cases involved Mr. Laird in 
his official capacity as Secretary of Defense and were brought by 
conscientious objectors or those seeking early release from the 
military. Mr. Beall stated he knew of no cases in which personal 
suits were brought against Mr. Laird.

Copy of rc 
outside 

fils'

5 furnished to 
bo not reaove



4PH6T0to?>70QFM 
x RR

.NOV 3 0 2004
ANSBV^A



1 - Mr. Fehl
1 - Mr. Steel
1 - MT. Dooher

8, 1976

BY LIAISON

b6
b7C

The White House 
Washington, P, C.

Dear

Reference is made to say letter dated March 4, 
1976, ^hich furnished you a summary memorandum containing 

ZQthe results of investigation concerning Hr. Efelvin Robert

Information has been received from the Bureau 
of Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Commission; 
United States Secret Service; and the Naval Investigative 
Service, Naval Intelligence Command, indicating their files 
contain either no record or no additional pertinent information 
concerning Hr. Laird.

A check of the records of the Internal Revenue 
Service has not been completed. When the results of this 
check are received, you X7ill be advised. .

Clarence M. S
Director

Assoc. Dir. --------  
Dep- AD Adm. _ 
Dep. AD Inv. —

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. -
Comp. Syst. ,
Ext. Affairs __ ■
Files & Com.__ 
Gen. Inv. — - 
(dent. ________  
Inspection 
Intell. ________  
Laboratory — 
Plan. & Eval. — 
Spec. Inv._____ 
Training _

Legal Coun. 
Telephone F 
Director

n

/

|W- 5^

•^3 APR. & ?S76

TELETYPE UNIT RETURN TO DOOHER, BOOM 3125



0-20 (Rev. 8-5-74) Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD 
Dep. AD Infr.

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin.  
Comp. Sys 
Ext. Affofrs 
Files & Com. _ 
Gen. Inv.  
Ident. ____ 
Inspection _ 
Intell.  
Laboratory _ 
Legal Coun. 
Plan; 
Spec. I 
Training

Telephone 
Director

■ ' I LAIR *0 ' .
C-L. VISa .0

^^s ^oRDismNC $£CURrrz crim: o 
■ Apparently for - appoimtott a$

Fv.5-t?rt^^political inniufY'f
/nOimcK* acaiggI wluf '

■ elcwity checks heee m^G 
£0UKW£ OF "GSD^Sj IC

^.tor ELLXOTI TAltANZSS WOTEo . .
■-TKS REPORT THCIT9 SOURCE? AG GAYI^C' 

a£-;sook as possible xr-r ravoi!

/c^pa

) GN LA.} .. .
)p A!"'

•j A A ’
3 I i*A .4 U*’«»:

?rr}«aL

t;

AFFAIRS yq 
PHILLIPS

krow. mn> i. n » * p Ly Vy j, • .i ?-• a t

th

NO i RECORDED *

56 APR 221976 WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

APR 6 197623



V *

Mrs.. Laird, not further identified, is not known 
to have been the subject of an investigation conducted by 
this Bureau.

/rfc /'J/ // A, / 7? f

Mr. Laird, who you advised is affiliated with 
The Reader’s Digest, 1730 Rhode Island Avenue, Northwest, 
Washington, may be identical with one Melvin Robert
Laird, born September 1, 1922 ? at Omaha, Nebraska. He was 
the subject of applicant-type investigations conducted 
by the FBI in late 1968 and 1976. Copies of the FBI summary 
memoranda dated January 2, 1969, and March 4, 1976, with 
Internal Revenue Service'memorandum dated March 12, 1976, 
concerning Melvin Robert^Laird, are attached.

' (161-5792-28,68,70)
The Washington Capital News Service on March 3, 1976> 

quoted the Madison (Wisconsin) Capital Times as reporting 
that President Gerald Ford was considering Laird to replace 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, and identified Laird 
as a Senior Counselor for National and International Affairs 
for The Reader’s Digest and a Director of the Phillips Oil
Company. (161-5792-72)

The central files of the FBI, including the records /U 
of the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent- '* 
information concerning the captioned individuals based upon 
background information submitted in connection with this . 
name check request.

Enclosures - 3

Assoc. Dir. -__  
Dep. AD Adm._ 
Dep. AD Inv._

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.--------
Crim. I 
Fin. &, 
Ident. £ 

Intell.
J Labor 
/ Legal Coun.
/ Plan. & Insp.

NOTE: Per

to the President.

EJK<^eUe(4)

/ Rec. Mgnt. — . — 
, Spec. Inv.. -

Tech. Servs. —
Training

yDired MAIL ROOM □

request of
I) , tor Mr. Robert J. Lipshutz, Counsel

b7C

TELETYPE UNIT □

3 MAY 31 1977

FBI/DOJ



4-22 (Rev. 12-22-76) ' ‘ ‘ • ’b7c
FEDERAL BUREAU1 OF' IN TIGATION 

* , . Records Brane
______ , 19 2Z./

I I Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg. 
□ Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg.
I | Forward to File Review
□ Attention_______________
I | Return to------------------------ 

Supervisor

5224 A 

Room Ext.

Type of Search Requested:
□ Restricted Search Not Applied
I | All Reference (Subversive & Nonsubversive)

I | Subversive Search
I | Nonsubversive Search ^4 
rt/fMain^^^ References Only

Special Instructions:
I | Restricted to Locality of
I | Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
I | Buildup | | Variations

Subject MgLU/M

Birthdate & Place_________________________________
Address____________________________________________

Localises* 57(,/A /J&i I

R# ^L1—L- Date 

Prod.
FILE NUMBER

Searcher 
Initials _/Vq.
, 91971

SERIAL

T\f\

,/h!-57^ &

^-a- s-tthn________ ।
./ao - W5?O9<a - 76V ; 77o 77 
/SI ~ VZ?5Z — / Stet //UaJ
Meluiu

IE
a 

uO--

s



FBI/DOJ



- 4-22 (Rev. 12-22-76) ' ‘'
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN

’ . Records Brant
TIGATION

b6
,b7C , 19___

I I Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg.
□ Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg.
□ Forward to File Review ■------------- ■
□ Attention_________________ I ______
□ Return to__________________5224________

Supervisor Room Ext.

Type of Search Requested:
I | Restricted Search Not Applied
I | All Reference (Subversive & Nonsubversive)

I ] Subversive Search
I .Nonsubversive Searph-
I17i Main^U flh 5 References Only

Special Instructions:
I | Restricted to Locality of
I | Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
I | Buildup | | Variations

5^-----------------------------------------

Birthdate & Place_________________________________
Address____________________________________________

Localities--------------------------------------------------------------

R#Cu

Prod. - 
iL?

y_Date_^R^“7^

'____________________ 91971
FILE NUMBER* SERIAL

Z^Z- ^51 -Ito
<•

sr

....Mf.WU
- - - -

//.

// f ■

FBI/DOJ



1 _
'V
OCTOBER 2bn 1534

04 8

,UNCLAS PRIORITY

SFO4BIEPP BA WFEDE HQ H0043 SHEYUEP 2L1540Z OCT 34

FM DIRECTOR FBI -Llbl-57521

TO FBI WASHINGTON FIELD £lbl-52321 PRIORITY

FBI BALTIMORE £lbl-45aai PRIORITY

BT

UNCLAS

MELVIN ROBERlH-AIRDi SPECIAL INQUIRY-EXPANDED NAME CHECK-.

BUDED: ll/l/a4 WITHOUT FAIL. -LBJ-

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT EXPEDITE EXPANDED NAME 

CHECK REGARDING CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINT

MENT-. POSITION NOT INDICATED.

BORN SEPTEMBER l-> 1522-. IN OMAHA-. NEBRASKA^ RESIDES

5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE-, BETHESDA-. MARYLAND^ EMPLOYED AT READER’S

DIGEST ASSOCIATION-. WASHINGTON-. D. C.; AND HAS SSAN 352-14-573b-

b6
b7C

261985



C
0-93A (7-19-77) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FO’^M

PAGE 2 (CONTINUATION SHEET

20

18

16

14

12

10

8

6

4

2

vPAGBm^________________________________________________

CHECK INDICES AND ELSUR FILES BASED UPON AVAILABLE INFORMA

TION CONCERNING APPOINTEEi IF UTILIZING MAJOR CASE INFORMATION

SYSTEM-. OCIS OR ISIS ALSO CHECK THOSE DATA BASES- PROMPTLY

SUTEL RESULTS {.POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE! BY TELETYPE SUMMARY AND IF

POSITIVE-. FOLLOW WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS BY AIRTEL-

ALSO CONTACT THE U- S- ATTORNEY'S OFFICE TO DETERMINE IF

THERE IS ANY INDICATION OF FEDERAL PROSECUTIVE ACTION {CIVIL OR 

CRIMINAL-. IN CLOSED OR CURRENT FILES! CONCERNING APPOINTEE-

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS REQUESTED AT THIS TIME-. HOWEVER 

OFFICES TO SUBMIT RESULTS BY BUDED BY SUMMARY TELETYPE SUITABLE 

FOR DISSEMINATION-. NO REPORT NECESSARY.

SPIN

BT

DO NOT TYPE MESSAGE BELOW THIS LINE

FBI/OOJ



4-22 (Rev. 7-1-83)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV^IGATION b6 
, ' Records/Operations J^^ons b7c

_________ ’ ' ^4
Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 *

^^^service Unit, 4654, TL# 225
Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122
Forward to-Eile-Bejziesu—544Z—IL#. 143

£1 Attention I  ________ :_____

S Return to 
___________________Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext._____
Type of Search Requested: (Check One)

□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20)
□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30)
& Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) _ A______

Special Instructions: (Check
K. All References (Security & Criminal)
□ Security Search
□ Criminal Search
□ Main References Only
□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose)

? ty Buildup J8 Variations
Restricted to Locality of______ _________________

^Subject
p Birthdate & Place _______
vU Address A r ♦_____________
AC------- ----------------------------------------------------
'7’1 Localities r ,__________

R# Date Initials
Prod. -r/O______________









4-22a (Rev. 1 1-1 7-59)

• NUMEROUS REFERWCE

Subj:

SEARCH SLIP

Supervisor ___________

R # _ D ate _

Prod. ________

FILE NUMBER

Room. 
Search 
Initial

SERIAL

FBI/DOJ



FBI/DOJ



1 E

NOVEMBER 2-, 1H64 UNCLAS PRIORITY

SFSHTPP NY^DE HQ HU11U ^HSMUEP OliaiSZ NOV 64

FM DIRECTOR FBI

TO FBI NEU YORK PRIORITY

BT

UNCLAS _

MELVIN ROBERtC(/AIRD-, SPECIAL INQUIRY-EXPANDED NAME CHECK-,

BUDED: 11/1/64 WITHOUT FAIL. {Bl PLEASE PHONE RESULTS BY COB

11/5/64- '

REBUTELS TO ALL OFFICES DATED n/7/62-

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT EXPEDITE EXPANDED NAME

CHECK OF APPOINTEE FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT-, POSITION NOT 

INDICATED. FBIHQ FILES INDICATE LEAD FIELD OFFICES MAY HAVE 

RECORDS PERTAINING TO APPLICANT

CHECK INDICES AND ELSUR FILES BASED UPON INFORMATION

CONCERNING APPOINTEE-

IF UTILIZING MAJOR CASE INFORMATION SYSTEM-, OCIS-, OR ISIS /

SHOULD ALSO CHECK THOSE DATA BASES- PROMPLY SUTEL RESULTS

{POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE! BY TELETYPE SUMMARY AND IF POSITIVE-, b7c

22/2/64 51bl/b

ROOM 52L1

MOT RECORDS

E i-ELi 5 1935

53 JUN 2 61985

RETURN TO



93A (7-19-77)

b6
b7C

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM

PAGE 2 'CONTINUATION SHEET

P^AGEARTWiO^eDE Hta 0110 UNCLAS

FOLLOW WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS BY AIRTEL- ADDITIONALLY-,

20 ADVISE SPINi XMEEfln IMMEDIATELY UPON COMPLETION OF

18 RECORD CHECKS

LAIRD IS CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS SENIOR COUNSELOR-, READER’S

16_DIGEST-. WASHINGTON-,

BETHESDA-, MARYLAND;

D- C-; RESIDES 5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE

IS DESCRIBED AS BORN SEPTEMBER 1-. IHEB

14 IN OMAHA-. NEBRASKA; AND HAS SSAN 3nS-m-573L,- m

12 BT

10

8

6

4

2

SPIN «/»
X

</> 
< 
0.
11! 
a.

O

O

DO NOT TYPE MESSAGE BELOW THIS LINE

fbi/doj



■IBtlllilBllilBIIMM

[ b6
b7C

FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:
I I Teletype
I I Facsimile 
na Airtel

PRECEDENCE:
I | Immediate
I | Priority 
□ Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

□ TOP SECRET
□ -SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL

□ UNCLAS E F T 0
□ UNCLAS

Date 11/5/84

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: /Mic, NEW YORK^(161B-9468) (RUC) (A-4)

SUBJECT: MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD
SPIN - EXPANDED- >NAME CHECK
BUDED: PAST

b6
b7C

This communication is classified -“Decrot" in its entirety.

Re New York tel to Bureau, dated 11/5/84, and New York 
telcal to | |Headquarters, on 11/5/84.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the copies of the following
serials mentioned in re tel:

1) Elsur log, dated

2) WFO airtel to Bureau, dated 2/15/68, entitled 
IS - PO; 00: WFO;"

I

4) FD-302 regarding BARRY J. SHILLITO, dated 4/24/81

b6
b7C

A„5llUN26198b
Transmitted Per------------------------  

(Number) (Time)
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1982 0 - 369-895



<2/15/68
*

t ALW.-

n

L*

‘- SACv WO f (P)

' ?X-■i

I
/

f’

] (Enc?^ <XNFO> (RM)

b6
b7C

b3 
b7E

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 
b7E

b6 
b7C 
'b7D

3 » Bureau (Enc. 5) 
New York [

2 - WFO -----

|—58 7

M /4/-57te 
r -*.«**MW —• -,

, < , . *■ S i~;,- ? ?** < -V ■
:-4>\h fiv©: copies' for »t&e;Bureaucopy for the ’Nm? York Office of a. self^ekplwnatosr 

and--captioned-1 aa; ; _ , 7 / 7.^''. ' '-
-; •'.;. .

■', ■: :x ’ ’A > source mentioned' I a I
—1 .•■'• ^ — - -

GJLsarw 
(6)

AIRTEL

1
F



V>

inication is being furnished
to the Nev York Office since subject.is

TTT
rj.

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 
b7E

b6 
b7C 
b7D

. V • -I I po inted ''out- that {
of, age a, is an e^erfr to

Committee’

A copy'of this cc

1*

V

i

■.W0; indices;negative concerning

in.■this.- area, of -study

b6
b7C
b7D

P - ■ 
liy . 
C-.

Ji-v Classified sina<a’i^
investi^tivja.•interest in a ^preventative’of a,foreign, ppver^

\ ,<;t f'■'- e ■ ’ "* ; ? 'A. . .



Transmit the following in

TELETYPE

F B I

b6
b7C

, Date: ^/lL^/69

ENCODED
(Type in plaintext or code)

-URGENT
Via

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI I ~|
AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK

INTERNAL SECURITY
b3
b7E

SED THAT

SOURC

HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, AD

HE HAD LEARNED THAT ON THIS DATE,

Z

HAD A RATHER IMPORTANT MATTER RELATING/TO

IN A MEETING WITH

SONAL ATTENTION

HAD BEEN ASKED BY b7D

SOMEONE IN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WHO IS AWARE

TO SPEAK PERSONALLY!

COULD SUGGEST AS TO TUB WAY IN WHICH THE

O-New York 

1-Supervisor #31

Approved: — // '------- <—/--------------------- Sent-------------- f---------
fecial Agent in Charge / / , $Q, '^CLOSURE ।



F B I

' Date:

Transmit the following in____________________________________ __________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PkGS TWO

INDICATED THAT HAVING

HAD BEEN DELAYED IN REACHING

b3 | 
b7D 
b7E

*
IHAD BEEN SPEAKING WITH SECRETAR^LAIRD (POSSIBLY I

jr i
REFERRING TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MH^IN LAIRD), | |

. , , ,------------------ ,---- |
KwHO COULD GIVE HER HIS VIEWS

INFORMALLY. .

SOURCE REPORTED/^EARNING THATI 1WILL ’
_______________________ / i

I AT HIS RESIDENCE ON THE EVENING OF THIS ' 
/ 1

DATE FOR THE SETTING” UP OF AN APPOINTMENT WITH HIM, PERHAPS FOR | 

TOMORROW. / ;
t

SOURCE LEARNED THAT I I ‘

b7D

ADMINISTRATIVE [
b6
b7C
b7D

SOURCE MENTIONED IS

I ~| COMMUNICATION CLASSIFIED uSECRET DASH NO FOREIGN ’
I

DISSEMINATION" BECAUSE OF SENSITIVE NATURE OF'SOURCE. NO LHM |

FOLLOWS. NYO WILL ATTEMPT TO FURTHER IDENTIFY

Approved: ----- ----------------------------------------------- Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge



---------................................. ................... • F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in___________________ ,___________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via____________________________ ________________________________________
(Priority)

■EMSOBBSE-

■

THROUGH PHONE NUMBER SUPPLIED BY SOURCE.

I

V 5 9

J

Approved:  Sent M Per------------------------------- -
Special Agent in Charge



■ ‘ " ’ ^arry Shill it©* Fatmas*
ISM WiX^s BmUward* SMt® ®§a* ^1 ia? tele~

W> Mise* __
1» # ©ffiee ®Mresa ©f >TW Wrtf®r^ ’.
Street* Sas ^l^T^olU^raia* gmber
7311* 7X4-223-4313* »

ftot letter free iwWg Mas BiMa -8®® ^wi . .
W ^81vi> fea &te& MsMar 22* 1371* *gA e letter ' ' 
£g^ Maself t© Senator to Mil®* dat^ ^wrf ®s IWI,

after the mmlsMim M Wt M “ '
teS w c^sifi© wslUstM of Mtter the ’
S^mte&rt* letter » rw©emdim he it* Be afris& that
at a v&t&sg ‘S8^i@aaX letter®.we 

s letter® hsw bee®
MMstaM Sc&ret&ri of Mfwm

bad rwoaciMMty f©r smtterc wseemlgg th® -Of
strategic mt®ri^Xs. . . ■ . ' \ ' ’

» ■.' -■ . • ■ * ■ •
SMllit© adviwd that la c&y e^tter iwol^iw 

of the Boat® that Ma ©ffio® ^©stastly
Md h^ci^as with he wsld have Iwte iswXw^» ^m^ers-

b6
» b7C

wuld hare Menaced the mttw

Specifically * is’ regard® to Ms W2
letter* he that ht
of talked t©l________ . ______ . „ ______ k
Sc Md ^vis® that Me off 1st Md take
®® a reeslt of th® S«a®twsa letter W Ms ©taff

i«i£&&&t«a< Vir^lM^ m* istoxis

4/27/31
i -*;: 4

ts&g&a e@r ssss

s

ENCLOSURE









PAGE THREE DE NY 3144 UNCLAS ■

WILL BE FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY AIRTEL.

BT / '
. c *• •

#0I44 .. ' ■

■ ’ .. .. \ ■ . , ■ ■.'■

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' k ’ 1 ... ’



| ’ FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78)

FBI

CLASSIFICATION:

□ TOP SECRET
□-SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ UNCLAS E F T 0
□ UNCLAS

Date 11Z13Z8A.

PRECEDENCE:
| | Immediate
I | Priority 
□ Routine

TRANSMIT VIA: 
Teletype 
Facsimile 
—Airtel—

□ □ B

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
(ATTN: I

FROM: ADIC, NEW YORK (161B-3t4?8) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MELVIN ROBER AIRD 
SPIN - EXPANDED NAME CHECK

b6
b7C

Reference New York airtel to Bureau,dated 11/5/84 and 
Bureau telephone call to New York, 11/13/84.

A review of the enclosures mentioned in reference airtel 
and files did not reflect any derogatory information regarding 
captioned subject.

(ATTN: [ 
1 - New York 
WER:wer
(3)

Approved:

b6
b7C

Transmitted
(Number)

wot" '1 °
v :,. 1 ■

(Time)
Per

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE :



BAO 00132 0163 82

PP HQ 

DE BA 

P151631Z NOV 

FM BALTIMORE 

TO DIRECTOR, 

BT 

UNCLAS 

ATTN: I L SPIN U^ IT

MELVIN ROBERtQaIRD,^PIN, BUDED : PAST

RE BUREAU PHOn/CALL OF I I TO

1984.

ON NOVEMBER 14, 1984.1 ~

BALTIMORE MJ NOVEMBER 13,

X— r Hass 5155

□ , DocksUNITED

STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, ADVISED ACCORDING

TO INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THEIR DOCKET CARD, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD 

RESIDED AT 5 703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND, DURING 

1969. NO OTHER IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION COULD BE OBTAINED.

BT

JU- ~
mot” 
■£> f-Eo 5

>. -.saw* ——



i.

1
1

NOV 1 5 1984
b6
b7C

Bi COURIER 4*

iPrcsidvnt
The 'white House 
Washington, D. C.

b6
b7C

Dear

in accordance with
October 25, 1984, on expands 

oncoming Mr. Melvin Robert

a request received 
asac check has be

frou you on 
n conductcu

Enclosed is 
of this expanses name

a summary wesjorandum containing the results

Sincerely yours,

OlivcJ Revell
- Assistant Director 
Criuxn^l Investigative Division '

Enclosure

:vm~ (VI) 
(4)

b6
b7C

Exec AD Adm.____
Exec AD Inv._____  
Exec AD LES_____

Adm. Sorvs.____  
Crim. Inv.
Ident. .. ...............
Insp.------------------
Intell.----------------- 
Lab.-------------------  
Legal Coun. - — 
Off. Cong. &

Public Affs------- 
Rec. Mgnt. - - ■ - 

Tech. Servs.------- 
Training -------------

Telephone Rm. ■ 
Director's Sec’y_ _

i

NOTE; Request for expanded name check received October 25, 1984, 
from | 1 the White House. Mr. Laird is currently
employed as Senior Counselor, National and International Affairs, 
Reader’s Digest Association, Incorporated, Washington, D. C. The 
expanded name check is complete and ostensibly favorable. The
records of the United States Attorney’s 
Maryland, reveal that Mr. Laird was the 
injunction brought by the United States 
petition of habeas corpus was granted.

Office in Baltimore, 
subject of a preliminary 
Army in 1970, and that a 
No additional information

’"is avaiTabT^ as’ the Baltimore United States Attorney’s 
destroys its r|Words after ten years. ““

TURN TO

_ 'sr fps tv •. _■
Note Contin^fd^®^ SIDS RW- . '

LROOM 5158 -
—. b6

MAIL ROOM - . b7C





Melvin Robert Laird
b6
b7C

On November -15, 1984.T I the White
House Security Office, was advised bv SSA I I of the
above information, and after consultation with I I

| to the President, indicated that no 
additional inquiries were necessary concerning the matter 
referred to by the records in the Baltimore United States 
Attorney’s Office.

, It is noted this expanded name check was delayed in 
being submitted due to voluminous files at FBIHQ which had to be 
reviewed concerning Mr. Laird and issues raised by the New York 
and Baltimore Divisions which required additional contacts with 
those divisions.

-2-



NOV 1 5 1984

contains the results of anThis summary memorandum
expanded name check concerning Mr. Melvin Robert Laird, who was 
born on September 1, 1922, in Omaha, Nebraska.

Agency Checks

Information has been received from the United States 
Attorneys’ Offices in Baltimore, Maryland, and Washington, D. C. 
where Mr. Laird currently resides and is employed, indicating 
their civil and criminal files contain no record concerning him, 
except the following:

A search of the docket records of the United 
States Attorney’s Office in Baltimore, Maryland, 
disclosed that Melvin Robert Laird residing at 
5703 Kirkwood Drive, Chevy Chase, Maryland, 
was the subject of a preliminary injunction 
brought by the United States Army in 1970, and 
that a petition of habeas corpus was granted. A 
representative of the United States Attorney’s •
Office advised that no other information is 
available because records are only maintained 
for ten years and the records in question have 
been destroyed.

Central files at FBI Headquarters and in the Baltimore 
and Washington Field Offices, including the files of the 
Identification Division and appropriate computer data bases, 
contain no additional pertinent information concerning Mr. Laird

TR:vm (VI) 
(2)

b6
b7C

Exec AD Adm.____  
Exec AD Inv._____  
Exec AD LES_____
Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Servs.____  
Crim. Inv.
Ident.__________
Insp.___________ 
tntell.__________ 
Lab____________  
Legal Coun.____

. Off. Cong. & 
Public Affs.--  

\Rec. Mgnt. — 
^ech. Servs.----  
\raining . .

^phone Rm._ 
i \tor*s Sec’y___

•Copy 

to
on

RETURN TO

IP®'-

<*
ROOM 5078

MAIL ROOM □



NOVEMBER S3-, IHSM UNCLA? PRIORITY

SFDSniEPP BAOE H(2 dOOST ^dWYUIEP E31LE5Z NOV SH

FM DIRECTOR FBI

TO BALTIMORE I1L1-L77DT PRIORITY

BT

UNCLAS

MELVIN ROBERTH-AIRDi SPECIAL INQUIRY-, BUDED: 11/E6/6H WITH

OUT FAIL

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT EXPEDITE LIMITED 

INQUIRY OF LAIRD.

LAIRD WAS RECENTLY THE SUBJECT OF AN EXPANDED NAME CHECK- 

DURING THIS INVESTIGATION-, INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED INDICATING 

LAIRD WAS THE SUBJECT OF A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION BROUGHT BY THE 

U. S- ARMY IN 1T?O.

BALTIMORE IS REQUESTED TO REVIEW COURT RECORDS OF ,

APPROPRIATE U- S- DISTRICT COURT TO DETERMINE. CIRCUMSTANCES I 

SURROUNDING INJUNCTION AND FINAL ADJUDICATION OF CASE- '

SPIN b6

BT |

FCEl , 11/23/64 51L1/L USES

1 ROOM 51bl

53 JUN261S$

RETURN TO[



BAQB10 3332155Z

BP HQ PH

DE BA

P 02 82 15 2Z NOV 8 4

?-)58.943 ((161-4588)(SQ; ’9

\\ *'

CRUC)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (PRIORITY)

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (PRIORITY)

BT

UNCLAS

MELVIN ROBERT-LAIRD, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED

RE BUREAU

REVIEW OF

DOCKET INDICES

-M-AJit..
I* -- A3-Inv., 

'■ AD-L£s

inv.

-Crtion,_  
■ '.JI.___ _

'."“lory__
Cosin._

-1- Cf Con;
"public Ai .

TELETYPE TO BALTIMORE DATED NOVEMBER 23, 1984

U. S. DISTRICT COURT, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

I *s:h. Servs.^ 
t Heining,___ , 
• Otophone
Sector's Sec y

NOVEMBER 28, 1S84

REVEALS 36 SEPARATE CASES WERE FILED AGAINST LAIRD,

EITHER IN HIS CAPACITY AS EX-SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE, OR IN HIS NAME

ALL 36 WERE FILED AND DISPOSITIONS ENTERED PRIOR TO 1979

TWO SAMPLE DOCKET RECORDS WERE EXAMINED. DOCKET SOLELY PROVIDESf

DATE OF COMPLAINT AND DATE OF DISPOSITION. NO PERTINENT INFORMATION 
RE NATURE OF CASE IS NOTED. FILES FOR EACH CASE BELOW-LISTED HAVE

BEEN SHIPPED FROM BALTIMORE TO GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

GENERAL ARCHIVES DIVISION (NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE)

b6
b7C

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,STH AND MARKET STREETS

//AM
tty., b6

b7C



■PAGE TWO, PA 161-4588, UNCLAS

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC., ET AL:: V. DANIEL WEBSTER BAILEY 71-49H;

V. MICHAEL JJ. BAYLOR 70-480-T; V. WILLIAM T. CAIRE 2118 3/84 C.D.;

VV. SHAWN R. CLEMENTS, ETC. 70-1414-T; V. LT. DOUGLAS W. DONIQIAN 

20084/83; V. WILLIAM J. FARLEY, JR. 72-7 76- K, V. WILLIAM J. FARLEY, 

JR. 72-70-K; V. LT. LOUIS P. FONT, ETC. 70-716-H; V. EDWARD G. FOX, 

ETC. 70-1079-K.

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE: V. CHARLES R. GOSHEN 70-1264T 

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC., ET AL: V. STEVEN GROSSMAN 21429/85; V.

DANIEL C. HLOPICK, IN THE MATTER OF 71-687-K- CIV IL; V. DANIEL S. 

HLOPICKK 70-1275 K; V. RICHARD A. HOLUS 70-831 K.

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE: V. WILLIAM F. JEMISON 

71-215 M.

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC. ET AL: V. ANDREW F. KEIL, ETC. 70-25-K;

V. JEFFREY HUGH KOENIG, IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION ON BEHALF OF 

72-1232-H.

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ET AL: V. ROBERT K. LANE, 

FIRST LT. , ETC 70-1030K; V. HAYDEN I. LIPP 70-14 79M.

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC., ET AL: V. LOIS H. LOVE, ET AL 71-915-M;

V. BARRY A. LURIE 72-162-B; BARRY A. LURIE 72-74-B; V. CAPT. JAMES 

MARSALIS, JR. 70-145 8W; V. PRIVATE MICHAEL G. MCGEHEE 70-2 8 7-K;



PAGE THREE, BA 161-4588, UNCLAS.

V. CAPT. J JOSEPH MCGRADY 70-1169 H.

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ET AL: V. THOMAS W. MOORE 

70-967-N; V. DAVID J. OLSON 71-165 K; V. EVERETT A. OSBOURNE 70-897T; 

V. WILLIAM A. PECKAT 70-1175W; V. HARRY E. RIEHL 70-1306T; V. LLOYD 

A. SAGER 71-1371Y.

HON. MELVIN LAIRD, ETC, ET AL: V. JOHN V. SIGLER 71-635T; 

V. ROBERT M. D. TALFORD 2 0113/84 C.D.; V. U.S.A., ETC. 20 719/82; 

LLOYD UNVERFERTH IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF, ET AL 71-681-K 

CIVIL; V. CARLISE D. PAT NODE, ETC. 70-98-H.

LEAD: PHILADELPHIA: AT PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA: CONSULT 

FILES, DETERMINE DISPOSITION, NATURE OF ACTION TAKEN AGAINST LAIRD 

AND INASMUCH AS BALTIMORE HAS NO ADDITIONAL LEADS OUTSTANDING,

BALTIMORE CONSIDERS THIS MATTER RUC.



BAO008 3382.1 05 Z

PP HQ

DE BA

lEiec. -1

LsstCir.:
n fcjrn- Saws-.. , ■ —
9 Cnjn. -----------

Kent___  
f^ertion

P 0032046Z DEC 84

FM BALTIMORE C161-4588) (Sn. 9) (RUC)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI PRIORITY
b6
b7C

UNCLAS

attention ROOM 5158, SPIN UNIT

^Public'Mfs.—■ 
Esc, Mgnt—----- 
Tech- SarVS*—»»
Training———

ITelsphone — 
sOucctof's Se° V-

MELVIN ROBERTA-LAIRD, SPIN; BODED; NOVEMBER 98, 1984.

RE BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, OCTOBER 31, 1984; BUREAU 

TELETYPE TO BALTIMORE, NOVEMBER 23, 1984, AND BUREAU TELCALL OF 

ZACH LOVE TO SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENT I _J Z

NOVEMBER 30, 1984

as indicated in referenced Baltimore teletype to the bureau, 

OCTOBER 31, 1984, U.S. ATTORNEY’S RECORDS ARE LIMITED, CONSISTING OF 

A 3X5 CARD AND DOCKET FORM. THE 3X5 CARD REFLECTS THE NAME MELVIN 

laird, a chevy chase, Maryland address, a u.s. attorney’s file 

NUMBER 66203, COURT NUMBER 20719, THE NAME RICHARD^. LDHMEYER VS.. 

AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CARD APPEARS^Hr^A^afe^^ 

SEPTEMBER 2^« 19,69. AND THE INITIALS JFM WHICH ARE THE INITIALS OF THE 
1985 _ ,z b6

ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY HANDLING INSTANT MATTER.. THE b7c



PAGE TWO (161-4588) UNCLAS - .

FORM ALSO INDICATES THE SAME USA FILE NUMBER 66R03 AND REFLECTS A 

PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION BY THE U.S. ATTORMEYE AND THAT A PETITION 

OF HABEAS CORPUS WAS GRANTED, HOWEVER, DOES NOT MENTION THE NAME 

MELVIN LAIRD. IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE INITIALS jFM BELONG TO 

J. FREDERICK MOTZ, WHO IS THE CURRENT U.S. ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT 

OF MARYLAND. b6
b7C 

J. FREDERICK MOTZ WAS CONTACTED ON DECEMBER 3, 1984, BY SSA

I AND HE ADVISED HE RECALLED IN GENERAL TERMS

THE CASE REFERRED TO ABOVE. HE ADVISED TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, 
J

THAT THE CASE INVOLVED LAIRD AS A RESPONDENT IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY 

AS THE THEN SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, 

LAIRD WAS NEVER THE SUBJECT OF A SillT FILED AGAINST HIM PERSONALLY. 

MOTZ ADVISED THAT GEORGE BEALL, THE U.S. ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT 

OF MARYLAND IN THE LATE 1960S, WOULD PROBABLY BE KNOWLEDGEABLE OF 

CASEZINVOLVING LAIRD and THE BASIS FOR THOSE MATTERS. b7c

ON DECEMBER 3, 1984, GEORGE BEALL WAS CONTACTED BY SSA| ~

AND HE ADVISED THAT HE RECALLED NUMEROUS CASES WHEREIN MELVING LAIRD 

WAS A RESPONDENT. HE ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, 

IN EVERY INSTANCE, LAIRD WAS RESPONDENT IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY 

AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. BEALL COULD NOT RECALL ANY INSTANCES OF 

PERSONAL SUITS BROUG.HT AGAINST LAIRD DURING HIS TENURE AS U.S. ATTORNEY.
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FBI ROUTINE

MELVIN ROBERTH-AIRD , SPIN; BUDED NOVEMBER 28

RE BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO THE

AT THE BOTTOM OF PAGE ONE OF

REkx.

b6
b7C

BUREAU, DECEMBER 3, 1984

1984/1233

REFERENCE TELETYPE SHOULD READ

AS FOLLOWS: "AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CARD APPEARS PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

U.S. ARMY SEPTEMBER 29, 19 69 ALL THAT PROCEEDS AND FOLLOWS THIS

CHANGE IS CORRECT

PR. GEORGE BEALL, DURING HIS INTERVIEW, ALSO ADVISED THAT TO

THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, EVERY CASE WHERE LAIRD WAS A

RESPONDENT WAS A MATTER INVOLVING CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS AND OR

INDIVIDUALS DESIRING EARLY RELEASE FROM THE SERVICE

BT

qC^3^.
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FEDERA^
b6
b7C

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

BALTIMORE
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

BUREAU
DATE

12/5/84
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

11/27-28/84

TITLE OF CASE

MELVIN ROBERT-LAIRD

REPORT MADE BY

SA ________
— TYPED BY

cmc

CHARACTER OF CASE

SPIN

.REFERENCE: Bureau teletype to Ba>bim€ire dated 11/23/8 4.

( (RUC) )

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA.: \

The provisions of the Privacy Act were explained to inter
viewees. Those requesting confidentiality have been noted.

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I 1YES | |nO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS | |YES | |NO

CON VIC. PRETRIAL 
DIVERSION CUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

IN CH ARGEAPPROVED

COPIES MADE:

(2; - Bureau
'“1 - Baltimore (161-4588)(SQ.9)

RECQRDg^ 
j36D£C 1984 

—-------- T" J~ u mJ1

—

COVER

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
Agency

Request Reed.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By

FBI/DOJ
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D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUWICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

■ ' • b6
b7C

Copy to:

Report of: SA |_____________________________ | office- BALTIMORE

Date: 12/5/84

Field Office File #: 161 — 4588 Bureau File #:

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY

Synopsis: U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, 36 cases
filed v. LAIRD. Records housed in Philadelphia.

(P)

DETAILS:

Review of U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, 
docket indices, on 11/27/84, reveals 36 separate cases were 
filed against LAIRD, either in his capacity as Ex-secretary 
of Defense, or in his name. All 36 were filed and dispositions 
entered prior to 1979. Two sample docket records were examined. 
Docket solely provides date of complaint and date of disposition. 
No pertinent information re nature of case is noted. Files 
for each case below-listed have been shipped from Baltimore 
to General Services Administration, General Archives Division 
(National Archives and Records Service), 9th and Market Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. Daniel Webster Bailey 
71-49H; V. Michael J. Baylor 70-480-T; V. William T. Caire 21183/84 
C.D.; V. Shawn R. Clements, etc. 70-1414-T; V. Lt. Douglas W. 
Doniqian 20084/83; V. William J. Farley, Jr. 72-776-K, V. William 
J. Farley,Jr., 72-70-K; V. Lt. Louis P. Font, Etc. 70-716-H; 
V. Edward G. Fox, Etc. 70-1079-K.

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense: V. Charles R. 
Goshen 70-126T.

Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. Steven Grossman 21429/85; 
V. Daniel C. Hlopick, in the matter of 71-687-K-Civil; V. Daniel 
S. Hlopick 70-1275K; V. Richard A. Holus 70-831K. 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840



BA 161-4588

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense: V. William F. 
Jemison 71-215M.

Melvin Laird, etc. et al: V. Andrew F. Keil, etc. 
70-25-K; W. Jeffrey Hugh Koenig, in the matter of the petition 
on behalf of 72-1232-H.

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense, et al: V. Robert 
K. Lane, First Lt., etc 70-1030K; V. Hayden I. Lipp 70-1479M.

Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. Lois H. Love, et al 
71-915-M; V. Barry A. Lurie 72-162-B; Barry A. Lurie 72-74-B; 
V. Capt. James Marsalis, Jr. 70-1458W; V. Private Michael G. 
McGehee 70-287-K; V. Capt. Joseph McGrady 70-1169H.

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense, et al: V. Thomas 
W. Moore 70-967-N; V. David J. Olson 71-165K; V. Everett A. Osbourne 
70-897T; V. William A. Peckat 70-1175M; V. Harry E. Riehl 70-1306T; 
V. Lloyd A. Sager 71-1371Y.

Hon. Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. John V. Sigler 
71-635T; V. Robert M. D. Taiford 2'0113/84 C.D.; V. U.S.A., etc. 
20719/82; Lloyd Unverferth in the matter of the application 
of, et al 71-681-K-Civil; V. Carlise D. Patnode, etc. 70-98-H.

2*
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FBI
TRANSMIT VIA:
I I Teletype
I | Facsimile

PRECEDENCE:
I | Immediate
I | Priority
I | Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

LJ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□"CONFIDENTIAL

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
□ UNCLAS

Dato 12/11/84

DIRECTOR, FBI

FR®M: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (161B-1272)(SQ

SUBJECT: MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD 
SPIN

Re Baltimore teletype to Bureau, 11/28/84, Philadelphia 
telcall to Bureau 11/29/84 and Bureau telcall to Philadelphia, 
12/3/84.

Since referenced Bureau telephone call advised 
to discontinue investigation requested in referenced teletype 
this case is being considered RUC’d.

(2 - Bureau
1 - Philadelphia (161B-1272)(SQ11)

CAT:njd 
( 3 )

not recorded
T7 DEC IP

4 53 JUN 2 61985
Approved: ---------------------------- :____ Transmitted__________________________

• /MnmkAi.1 Z'i ’i w. a

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1982 0 - 369-895
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1 -
1 -|_____________________

DEC 13

BY COURIER ^ERAI, GOVERM®^

I President
The White House 
Washington, D. C.

b6
b7C

Dear I:

Reference is made to theAfesuits of an expanded name 
cheek concerning Mr. Melvin Rober&M.aird which was provided to b6 
you on November 15, 1984. ^7C

As a result of the information contained in this / //( 
expanded name chock a request was received from ( (/

I ~l to the President, on November 20, 1984,
chat a limited inquiry be conducted concerning Mr. Laird.

Transmitted herewith is a summary weuorandua containing 
the results of this inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

Exec AD Adm. ____
Exec AD Inv.---------
Exec AD LES--------
Acst. Dir.:

Adm. Serve.------ -
Crim. Inv. _, . —

Oliver B. Revell
Assistant Director
Criminal Investigative Division

(4) r ■
NOTE: Expanded name check provided to the White
84, contained information that Laird was the subject of a 
preliminary injunction brought against him in 1970. On 11-20-84, 

President, requested a
■limited inquiry concerning this matter. A check of United States 
District Court records revealed 36 cases concerning Laird,

b6
b7C

1 Ident. - ,
I Insp.----------- ------- 
I IntelL .--------------—
I Lob.  -------- —-------

| Legal Coun. .-------
Off. Cong. & ,

.1 Public Affe.‘—=^ 
I ■ ir 2I Rec. Mgnt. -X—— 
'j Tech. Serve.-------
/ Training----------- 

* Telephone Rm.-------
, . Directed S5’y MIM

howeverMfre files are in storage and require a release from a 
judge to gain access. On 11-30-84,1 [informed the FBI
that .it^as nop necessary to provide details of suits naming 
Laird 'in^his official capacity. Records of the United States
Attorney’s 0Tfa.ce, Baltimore, Maryland., contained a file card 

Note Continued____
RETURN T0|  |, ROOM 5158

b6
b7C





Melvin Robert Laird

dated 9-29-69, concerning the above mentioned case but contained 
no additional information. J. Frederick Hotz, United States 
Attorney for Maryland (U.S. Attorney for MD.), stated ha handled 
the case and recalled it in general terms. Hotz stated the case 
involved Laird in his official capacity as Secretary of Defense. 
George Beall, U. S. Attorney for MD. during the 1960’s stated all 
such cases brought against Laird ware in his official capacity as 
Secretary of Defenses, and involved conscientious objectors or 
those seeking early release from the military. Neither Hotz nor 
Beall knew of any oases filed against Laird personally, 
investigation is complete.

2
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DEC 1 3 1984

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD

The information contained in this summary memorandum 
supplements information contained in an expanded name check dated 
November 15, 1984.

Agency Checks

Information nas been received from the United States 
Attorney’s Office, Baltimore, Maryland, indicating its files 
contain an index card reference co a case titled "Richard R. 
Lohmeyer versus Melvin Laird,” and indicates that a ’’preliminary 
injunction United States Army” was filed concerning this case on 
September 29, 1969, and that a petition of habeas corpus was 
granted. The reference is incomplete; however,, it does indicate 
the attorney handling this matter was J. Frederick Motz, who is 
the present United States Attorney, Baltimore, Maryland.

Mr. Motz has advised he recalled the case in general 
terms and believes it involved Mr. Laird as a respondent in his 
official capacity as Secretary of Defense. Mr. Motz stated that 
he believes the plaintiff, Mr. Lohmeyer, was seeking an early 
release from the military. Mr. Motz also advised that to his 
knowledge Mr. Lai-rd was never the subject of a suit filed against 
him personally.

A check of the records of the United States District 
Court, Baltimore, Maryland, indicate that 36 separate cases were 
filed against Mr. Laird, either as Secretary of Defense or in his 
name. The records also indicate that all 36 cases were filed and 
dispositions entered prior to 1979- All files concerning these 
cases have been transferred to the General Services
Administration, General Archives Division, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where a release from a federal district judge is 
required for access to the files, 

l"«w~ /£/- d /
exocadles— George Beall, United States Attorney for the District
Asst.D<r.: of Maryland during the late 1960’s, was interviewed for
r.:_ information concerning these cases. Mr. Beall advised that to
wont-------------------the best of his recollection these cases involved Mr. Laird in
lnsp------his official capacity as Secretary of Defense and were brought by 
IT------- conscientious objectors or those seeking early release from the
Logoicoun---------military. Mr. Beall stated he knew of no cases in which personal 
°PubHeAHs suits were brought against Mr. Laird. b6
Roc. Mgnt.---------- / __ ---------------- - . b7C

s.c-y  mil mom a return toI * I ROOM 5158
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Svhiect:

To:

From:

TtPfitaii attached hy Facsimile- UNCLAS ............ W

Hi®! ZZ’ 9 3/J

OF li

I, 1 Mop[^'Fingerprint Photo

Other
j i Arnjrs Conception

SON
D$te:

T imp: T’anziniHerf ■

Newspaper clipping
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LX

Approved:
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CJL c' - " ;, 
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I Ttttog 
TeUpfi&nc 
Director's Sccy



WANSMtl VIA:
CKfeletype

□____

M<eueucNuti
O Immediate 
t i ”:_: rttwiny 
ul^Houtine

ULASSIHVAI tUN: 
□~l UP SHCMET 
U—ULUi «Li— 
> t m iN»nngwnfll

□ JJNCLAS E F T O

| IM BALTIMORE (161-6770) (SQ. 9) '

TO DIRECTOR, FBI ROUTINE

BT • ’

| UNCLAS

| MELVTN ROBERT LAIRD, SPIN. BUDED: NOVEMBER 1, 1984, WOF. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO, OCTOBER 26, 1984, ..

’ BALTIMORE INDICES CHECK INCLUDING CONFIDENTIAL AND ELSUR 

DISCLOSED NO UNFAVORABLE INFORMATION REGARDING THE APPOINTEE.

ON OCTOBER 29, 1984,  DOCKETING, EDITED 

STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, ADVISED THAT A 

CHECK OF THEIR RECORDS DISCLOSED THAT MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD WAS 

THE SUBJECT OF A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION BY THE U.S. ARMY IN 

1970. A PETITION OF HABEOUS CORPUS WAS GRANTED. NO OTHER 

INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AS THE U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ONLY 

MAINTAINS THEIR RECORDS FOR TEN YEARS AND THIS RECORD HAS BEEN 

i DESTROYED.

I • BT 
t »

b6
b7C

Approved: . Transmitted................................... Per
(Number) (Time)

ftu.1 Q«kc XMfc—



EXPANDED NAME CHECKS

FR 
TO

WFO RECORD CHECK - ROUTING SLIP

SAC, WFO (C—1),
DIRECTOR, FBI 
ROOM: 5161 
SPIN UNIT

b6
b7C

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES, DATED

CLERK

CLERK

CLERK

CLERK

IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUEST CONTAINED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE 
THE" FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED

INDICES SEARCHED

cfr searched 
/ / /

ELSUR SEARCHED

ISIS SEARCHED .

NO

On 
search to

BY

BY

BY

BY

IDENTIFIABLE RECORD OBTAINED

U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

IA[ 1 caused a
be made 'of the pending and closed - cases ofvthe Civil

and Criminal Divisions of the U.S. Attorney's Office, U.S. District__ 
Courthouse, and was advised by the following individuals thatKno; RECe 
identifiable record CQujLr be located regarding the appointee

Grand 
Fraud 
Civil

Jury
and Major^Crimes



FM

TO

14

12

10

8

6

E3?ARTMENT C;’ JUSTIOS

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION

COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM

PAGE 21 C? c
DATE
AUGUST 17-. lia?

CLASSIFICATION
UNCLAS

FM DIRECTOR FBI I1L1-S7521-

TO FBI BALTIMORE {lLl-b7?QI IMMEDIATE

FBI WASHINGTON FIELD flbl-52321 IMMEDIATE

BT

UNCLAS

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRDi SPIN B-EXPANDED

a/EM/a?-

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT

2.

PRECEDENCE
IMMEDIATE

NAME CHECKi BUDED:

EXPEDITE EXPANDED

NAME CHECK OF LAIRD FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT-. AS MEMBER

PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON PRIVATIZATION-

BORN SEPTEMBER 1-. 1522-. IN OMAHA-. NEBRASKA-. RESIDES

5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE-. BETHESDA-. MARYLAND-. AND IS EMPLOYED AS

SENIOR COUNSELLOR-. NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS-. READERS

4_DIGEST ASSOCIATION-. 1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE-. NORTHWEST-. SUITE

212-. WASHINGTON-. D- C--. AND HAS SSAN: 31E-m-573L-

c.

o 
2
O 
Q

2 _ RECEIVING OFFICES CHECK INDICES AND ELSUR FILES BASED

UPON AVAILABLE INFORMATION CONCERNING APPOINTEE-. IF UTILIZING

CO i'OY TYP2 MOSSAGS E2LOW THiS UNI

APPROVED BY DRAFTED BYxy

WD"PMH

RETURN TO [

DATE

a/17/a?

7 ^^TKf?

ROOM

1B035

DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP

TELE EXT.

422a

b6
b7C

SEP W

FBI/DOJ



.2

MA.J.O.R. CA.S.E, INFORMATION SYSTEM-. ALSO CHECK THOSE DATA BASES. 

PROMPTLY SUTEL RESULTS {POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE! BY TELETYPE 

SUMMARY AND IF POSITIVE-. FOLLOW WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS BY 

.AIRTEL-

RECEIVING OFFICES WILL ALSO CONTACT THE UNITED STATES 

.ATTORNEY'S OFFICE COVERING AREAS WHERE APPOINTEE RESIDES AND 

IS EMPLOYED TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS ANY INDICATION APPOINTEE 

•HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN A MATTER HANDLED BY THE UNITED STATES . 

•ATTORNEY'S OFFICE {EITHER CRIMINAL OR CIVIL-. IN CLOSED OR b6 
b7C 

CURRENT FILES!.

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS REQUESTED AT THIS TIME;

•HOWEVER-. SUBMIT RESULTS BY BUDED BY SUMMARY TELETYPE-. NO 

•REPORT NECESSARY.

DIRECT RESULTS TO THE ATTENTION OF: | 1 SPIN-.

ROOM 1B035-

■BT



4-22 (Rev. 11-13-85) _
federal" BUREAUO® VESTIGATION

Records/Operations Sections

□ /Name Searching Unit, 4989, TL# 1'21 b6
b7C

Special
Forwan

Return

r.-------cnrin TL# 122
>447, TU 143 * X

4 > 1 .

t
--------------- 7*5dpervisor, Room, TL

Scope of Search: (Check One)
□ Automated Data Base (ADB)(lndividual Born 1962 and After)
□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20)
□ ^Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 
Eg Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index)

Type/of Search Requested: (Check One)
M All References (Security & Criminal)
□ Security Search
□ Criminal Search
□ Main

Special Instructions: (Check One)
□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose)/
□ Buildup 0 Variations
□ Restricted to Locality of

References Only

Subject J 
Birthdate 
Address„ 
,46m .3%

& Place r h IclQ-

A 
D

lb
LU 
> 
b 
<

LU 
>
I— 
o 
< 
z

z 
o s 
UJ Q
< <
Qo

krtdaM>‘ J)n.

1 nnalitips (A I^AhLfl(14oX\ TA <3--
/ c

R# lp_
Prod._ .

It Se^Cher>^?
_ ^0ate J//7 Initials/
•MCe NUMBER SERIAL

-r Ibl- 574A
{ - J -//Z ,^7^ &—

b3
b7E

FBI/DOJ
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WFO 161B-5232
GBM/clm 1

U.S. Attorney's Office 
555 4th Street, N.W.
Washington, P.O.

b6
b7C

On August 19, 1987, IA| |caused a
search to be made of the pending and closed cases of the Special 
Prosecution. Trial and Grand Jury Divisions of the above agency.

Hadvised that no identifiable record could be located 
regarding the appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD.

_______________ b6
On August 19, 1987, IA_________ caused a search to b7c

be made of the pending and closed cases of the Civil Division 
of the above agency. I I advised that no identifiable
record could be located regarding the appointee. It should 
be noted that the index system of the Civil Division, U.S. Attorney's 
Office, contains only names of plaintiffs, except in civil actions 
brought by the United States against a particular defendant.
Suits against Government employees who are represented by the 
U.S. Attorney would be- filed by plaintiff's name and docket 
number.

9/
tiki;: . 1





PAGE TWO^E EA OO1O UNCLAS

PRIOR TO NOVEMBER, 1984. . b6

b7C 
ON AUGUST 19, 1987, A SEARCH OF BALTIMORE'S GENERAL, 

CONFIDENTIAL AND ELSUR INDICES CONDUCTED BY I I

I I DISCLOSED NO UNFAVORABLE INFORMATION REGARDING THE 

APPOINTEE, OR HIS BUSINESS BASED ON THE INFORMATION 

PROVIDED. 

BT 

#0010

NNMN
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FBI WASH DC*

'/FBI ALEX VA

749PM URGENT 5/13/69 DFS

MAY1

Mohr- 
Bishop,

Ir. 
,Mr. 
Mr.

-Mr. Conrad,, 
Mr. Fei 
Mr, G 
Mr. - 
Mr. Sullivan.
Mr. Tavel.,™ 
Mr. .Trotter- 
Tele. Room.™ 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy™.

SPRINGFIELD, ST. LOUIS AND WFO

FROM-4LEXANDRIA (9-NEW)

Casper™.
Mr. Callahan.

JURGEN SHMIDT; MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VJCJIM. EXTORTION
PttH9 ofCs

hj ^cTspringfield b6
b7C

ON MAY THIRTEEN INSTANT

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. PENTAGON. ARLINGTON

ADVISED THAT THE DEPT. OF DEFENSE MAIL DEPARTMENT RECEIVED A LETTER

ADDRESSED, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. WASHINGTON. D. C. ON MAY TWELVE

LAST. THE LETTER WAS POSTMARKED MAY TEN LAST. ALTON. ILL. THE RETURN AD

DRESS WAS SHOWN AS/iJURGEN SHMIDT, ONE NINE ONE FOUR WASHINGTON AVENUE

ALTON. ILL.. AND READ AS FOLLOWS TO THE

YOU SONABITCH I AM GOING TO KILL YOU SOON

LIFE

END PAGE ONE

TELETYPED

i. ,

I AM THREATING YOU WITH YOUR

DEFENSE YOU I AM GOING TO KILL

MY IS 1869

MR. DELOACH FOR TRE DIRECTOR



b6
b7C

PAGE TWO

|was advised by secret service, Washington, d. c., that 
THEY HAVE A FILE UNDER SUBJECT'S NAME INVOLVING NUMEROUS THREATS TO 

PROMINENT PERSONS SINCE NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. SUBJECT HAS SPEN? TIME IN A 

MENTAL INSTITUTION AND WAS LAST INTERVIEWED BY SECRET SERVICE IN NINETEEN 

SIXTYSEVEN. IN NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE WRITTEN 

At THREATENING LETTER TO SECRET SERVICE IN ST. LOUIS, MO., THEIR FILES 

DESCRIBED THE SUBJECT AS WHITE MALE, DO#"NOV. NINE, FORTY IN GERMANY, 

FIVE FT. TEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS., BLOND HAIR, BLUE EYES
b6 

AND AN ALIEN. b7c

I —lADVISED THAT ^E€. OF DEFENSE LAIRD IS GOING TO CHICAGO,

JLV., ON FRIDAY, MAY SIXTEEN NEXT TO ARRIVE FOUR P.M. HE WILL GO TO 

THE “CHICAGO SUN TIMES DAILY NEWS"BUILDING FOR ONE HOUR AND PROCEED 

TO THE CONRAD HILTON HOTEL WHERE THE IMPERIAL SUITE HAS BEEN RESERVED. 

FOR HIM. HE WILL ATTEND A SIX FIFTY P.M. RECEPTION AND A SEVEN THIRTY 

P.M. DINNER AT THE HOTEL AND WILL DEPART CHICAGO ABOUT TEN THIRTY P.M. 

MAY SIXTEEN NEXT BY MILITARY AIRCRAFT FROM MIDWAY FIELD TO WASHINGTON, DC

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE ,

£jQL. ZAICE OF THE IW, FIRST MILITARY POLICE DETACHMENT (CI), 

OFFICE OF PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL, FORRESTAL BUILDING, CHICAGO, HAS BEEN 

ASSIGNED TO HANDLE SEC. LAIRD'S SECURITY WHILE IN CHICAGO IN VIEW OF
. ■ b6

SHMIDT, S THREAT. b7c

Ihas requested that he be advised of the results of bureau

INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO FRIDAY, MAY SIXTEEN NEXT, SO THAT HIS OFFICE 

CAN TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO INSURE THE SAFETY OF SEC. LAIRD.

SPRINGFIELD AT ALTON, ILL., WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

SUBJECT CONCERNING EXTORTION LETTER. WILL SUTEL CHICAGO RESULTS OF 

INVESTIGATION SO THAT THEY CAN RELAY IMMEDIATELY TO COL. ZAICE.

ST. LOUIS AT ST. LOUIS, MO., WILL CONTACT SECRET SERVICE CONCERNING 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY THEM CONCERNING SUBJECT AND SUTEL 

RESULTS TO SPRINGFIELD.

WFO AT WASHINGTON, D.C. WILL CONTACT SA| L SECRET

END PAGE THREE



PAGE FOUR

SERVICE, WHO HAS REPORTEDLY A VOLUMINOUS FILE CONCERNING PREVIOUS 
b6

THREATS MADE BY SUBJECT AND SUTEL RESULTS TO SPRINGFIELD. b7c

CHICAGO WILL UPON RECEIPT OF REQUESTED INVESTIGATION ADVISE COL.

ZAICE SO THAT HE WILL BE AWARE OF SUBJECT'S STATUS AND WHEREABOUTS.

ALEXANDRIA AT ARLINGTON, VA., WILL ADVISE I I UPON RECEIPT

OF RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION AND FORWARD LETTER TO

SUBJECT SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION IN VIEW OF THE NAOTURE

OF THE THREAT TO SEC. LAIRD.

END

CAB

FBI WASH DC*

©



_ , May 14, 1969 V-
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE ELISION

b6
This case involves a threatening b7c 

setter addressed to Secretary of Defense, 
Washington, D. C., wherein Jurgen 
Shmidt stated he was going torkill the 
Secretary of Defense andr going to kill 
lim soon. Shmidt, according t<|

I Physical Security, 
Pentagon, is known to Secret Service and 
las threatened prominent persons in the 
jast.

Shmidt has previously been committed 
is mental patient to mental hospitals 
and court appointed psychiatrist 
classified him as a psychotic. Springfield 
attempting to locate Shmidt for interview.

JDP:mfd



Laboxitory Form \
»

LABORATORY

1-Mr. Hegvold

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 
i

To: FBI, Alexandria (9-NEW) May 23, 1969

Re:
JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD,
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM; 
et al.
EXTORTION
00: SPRINGFIELD

E^MuonteW5A; Alexandria, Bureau'

9-49573^ 
D-690519004
D-690521001

JB 
JB

Reference;

ExamJndUon requested:

Airtel dated 5/15/69 
Bulet dated 5/20/69 
Document

Remarks:

JURGEN SCHMIDT was the subject of a prior Springfield 
investigation under Springfield file number 9-1065 and Bufile 
#9-39711♦

Enclosures (4) (QI, Q2, 2 Lab report)
2-Springfield (9-1464) Enclosures (6) (Q3-Q3, 2 Lab report)
1-St. Louis Enclosure (Lab report)
1-Washington Field Office Enclosure (Lab report)
1-Chicago (9-5390) Enclosure (Lab report)
1-Buflle (9-39

Tolsr>n__ '
-Def j
Mohr------ • - A '
b^op-^ehjEKB (9)
•CoSpeF / ~x '
^qlkth'en|
'tJonrpd 
Felt
•Qole '
-Rosen —g^—
Sullivan •_ 27. .. .. / t
^uvel — I <' \
Trotter -e.- - - J

' W MALLEQ Z

MAY 2 J W

Tele, /

-™-^dministrative page



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: FBI, Alexandria (9-NEW) M May 23, 1969
psi pu. no. 9-49576

Re:JURGEN SCHMIDTJ Lab‘N6, D-690519004 JB
MELVIN R* LAIRD, D-690521001 JB
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM; 
©t al. 
EXTORTION ■ ij * ;

5/16/69 fr0M Alexandria *

QI Envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 1969 MAY 10 AM," 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Washington D. C." .

। 1
Q2 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning "To The 

Defense..." ending "...with your life..."

Specimens received 5/20/69 from ‘

Q3 Yellow envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 19 AM 1969" 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of the Navy 
Washington D. C."

Q4 Yellow ruled paper bearing the handwritten letter beginning 
"Sir: I am going to kill" ending "...going to kill you..."

Q5 Blue envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 19 AM 1969" 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Interior 
Washington D.C." ,

Q6 Blue ruled paper bearing the handwritten letter beginning "Sir" 
I am going to kill you unless you Pay" ending "...to killyyod 
Sir...."

Result of examination:

it was determined that the "Jurgen Schmidt" signatures appearing 
^^^“in the return address area on the QI, Q3 and Q5 envelopes were 
B.sbOP —written by JURGEN SCHMIDT, FBI#807989D, whose known writing consists 
cSk^TXZof signatureson fingerprint cards.
'Conrad j

s QI and Q2 are returned herewith to Alexandria. Q3 through Q6 
^■^'"'are forwarded with copies of this report to Springfield. Appropriate 
T«vei_™photographs of this mater&KL are retained. \
Titter /J/J '
Tele, Rdom -P Ft bi \
■Holmes / iX —_ ——

' ARH ; TELETYPE UNIT Uj



RECORDED FEDERAL BUREAU OF .INVESTIGATION ’ NO LAB FILE
5/19/69 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
RJC y

Laboratory Work Sheet t/

Re: JURGEN StliUD^ File# 7-^7^ /£>
MELVIN R. LAIRD, Ub. # D-690519004
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM J frL-
EXTORTION 7 /

LATENT 7
SPRINGFIELD

Examination requested by: ALEXANDRIA (9-NEW) A. 5/15/69

Examination requested: Document — Date received: 5/16/69

Specimens submitted for examination

QI Envelope postmarked “ALTON, IL 62002 1969 MAY 10 AM," 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Washington D.C.”

Q2 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"To The Defense...” ending "...with your life."





,7*2 V

recorded
5/21/69 ■ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NO LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: JURGEN SCHMIDT; 
MELVIN R. LAIRD

LATENT

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM; 
WALTER J. HICKEL, 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR - VICTIM 
JOHN H. CHAFEE.

• File # 
Lab. # D-690521001 JB

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
Examination requested by:

VICTIM; Extortion^ 00: SPRINGFIELD
Springfield (9-1464) 5/20/69

Examination requested:

Result .of Examination:

/Document-Bisjgeepssi*ir Date received: 5/20/69

Examination by: HEGV

Specimens submitted for examination

Q3 Envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 19 AM 1969" 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of the Navy 
Washington D. C.”
Yellow ruled paper bearing the

Q4 /handwritten letter beginning "Sir: I am going to kill" 
ending .going to kill you...."

Q5 Blue envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 19 AM 1969" 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Interior 
Washingtontin D.C."

Q6 Blue ruled paper bearing i;hef letter beginning "Sir: I am 
going to kill you unless you Pay" ending "...to kill you Sir..."

photographed

MAY 111969



FD-36 (Rbv, J-22-M)

b6
b7C

F B I

Date: 5/15/69

the following in

AIRTEL
(Type in plaintext orcode)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
(Attn: FBI Laboratory)

FROM:

,y SUBJECT:

SAC, ALEXANDRIA (9-NEW)

jurgen Shmidt 
MELVIN R.<AI 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION

.69051900^
00: SPRINGFIELD

< 7

co

St. Louis,
Re Alexandria teletype to Bureau, Springfield, 
and WFO dated 5/13/69.

Enclosed for the Laboratory are the following:

.1) Envelope addressed to Secretary 
of Defense, Washington, D. C., 
postmarked Alton, Illinois, 5/10/69, 
showing return addressee as JURGEN 
SHMIDT, 19.14 Washington,Avenue, 
Alton, Illinois and one copy of same

The envelope has a stamped impression on the 
back,[Showing tnat it was received by the Security Division, 
Office of'thkjSecretary of Defense on 5/13/69, at 8:38 a.m.
If !.

-Springfield (,I
-St.'Louis. '
-WFO (In^

MMC;paw- 
(8)

Approved: —. ■ __

3JBureau (Uriels.

WzaX, Extortion letter and one copy of same. 
* 4

Sent.

B MAY 16 1969

Special Agent in Charge



b6
b7C

AX 9-NEW

On 5713/69,1 | Security
Office, Department of Defense, Pentagon, advised that 
the writing in pencil on the face of the envelope, 

|was written in by the Mail Department 
at the Pentagon.

The Laboratory -is requested to compare this 
letter with any possible previously submitted items under 
this subject's name as well as a search for comparison 
with other previously submitted items.

2*



w-

,e

SAC, Spring!ioId

Director, FBI"

(9-1164)

J’GS’XgSTSCEMIDr; ’
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
secretary of defense - VICTIM;
VALTER J. HICKEL, 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR - VICTIM; 
JOHN H. CHAFES, ;
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY - VICTIM;
EXTORTION •
00: SPRINGFIELD ’

’ s *

t;

b6
b7C

May 20, 1960

* *

690521001

includo 
John H.

Th© title of this cass is marked
t^o additional victims, Walter J. Hickel and 
Chafe©.

, Through established liaison channels, Secret 
Service has transmitted to th© Bureau tvo additional 
threatening letters, one of «hich is directed to the 
Secretary of the Navy and the other to the Secretary of - 
the Interior. Both of these letters are postmarked 
May 10, 1959, at Alton, Illinois, and bear a return address 
of Jurgen Scheldt, 1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois.

There is enclosed horesith tor each receiving 
office xerox copies and true copies of the above-doscribed 
threatening letters together vith a xerox copy of the 
envelope in isbich they wore mailed.

A 6 '« - ■
J' b I The above-described letters have been submitted 

FBI Laboratory for appropriate examination, .and you 
$111 So advised of the results of case separately.

r The Springfield Division is instructed to proseat
the facts concerning the above tvo described letters to \ 
appropriate U. S. Attorney for his prosecutive opinion. 
Springfield should subsit results..of. investigation including 
prosecutive; opinion in a-.fora suitable J»dr/dissemination by 
6-6-69. ‘ ',uiw>cb , ( "■ "?u . .

• * =cgto v - *Fj’ C, '•
Enclosures - 10 - . , • . . KrC,n ' > /•’ :

1 - Chicago (9-5390) ^Enclosures - I0> (Into) * ;
i -*Alexandria (Enclosures - 10) (Info) •• ' ■ S'*

1

4

< , t ’

1 - vfo (Enclosures - 10) (Info)
WEB: ms

_ ’ ■ - . • ' (8) S .
SEE NOTE PAGE 2



Jurgen Schmidt has been arrested several times 
for Extortion. He is in the habit of mailing * 
threatening—type letters to prominent persons. 
He is well known to the Bureau and the Secret 
Service. On May 10, 1969, the subject directed 
a threatening letter from Alton, Illinois, to 
the Secretary of Defense, Melvin R. Laird. 
Prosecution was authorized concerning the 
letter directed to Secretary Laird and the 
subject was aruested on May 15, 1969. He 
admits sending the letters.

Secret Service furnished two additional letters 
to other cabinet members to the Bureau, also 
threatening in nature. Springfield has been 
instructed to secure prosecutive opinion 
concerning these additional letters.

Laboratory should advise interested offices 
results of examination.



RECORDED 
5/19/69 
RJC

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

NO LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: JURGEN SHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION

SPRINGFIELD

File #
Lab. *

LATENT

-3
D-690519004 AT

Examination requested by: ALEXANDRIA (9-NEW) A. 5/15/69

Document 'X^ssESizaEn? Date received: 5/16/69Examination requested:

Specimens submitted for examination

QI Envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 1969 MAY 10 AM," 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Washington D.C.”

Q2 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"To The Defense*.," ending "...with your life."

( 2 - Springfield
JL - iO1^



RECORDED 
5/21/69 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE KO LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: JURGEN SCHMIDT; LATENT FUe #
MELVIN R. LAIRD, Lab. #
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM; 
WALTER J. HICKEL, 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR - VICTIM; 
JOHN H. CHAFES, , 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY - VICTIM; Mxtortlon 00: 

Examination requested by: Springfield (9-1464) 5/20/69

D-690521001 JB
1

SPRINGFIELD

Examination requested: /DOCU—Pt Flngorpriut Dat© received: 5/20/69

Result of Examination: Examination by: HEGVOLD

sr -

Specimens submitted for examination

$3 Envelope postmarked ’’ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 19 AM 1969” 
bearing the handwritten address ’’Secretary of the Wavy 
Washington D. C.” 
Yellow ruled paper bearing the !

Q4 /Handwritten letter beginning ”8ir: X an going to kill” 
ending V«..going to kill you....” .

Q5 Blue envelope postnarked,"ALTOK, XL 62002 MAY 19 AM 1969” 
bearing handwritten address ’’Secretary of Interior 
WashingtontOn D.C.” *

Q6 Blue ruled paper bearing the letter beginning ’’Sir : I an 
going to kill you unless you Bay” ending ”...to kill you Sir*..
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Q#

K# NEGATIVES

INITIALS



FILE# Co 9 O *5/ Q £) 0 DATE EXAMINER
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#

NEGATIVES



FILE#?- DATE EXAMINER 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ”
WASHINGTON, D.C. .

si

CURRENT ARREST OR RECEIPT *

DATE ARRESTED CHARGE OR OFFENSE DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE
OR RECEIVED (IF code citation b used it should be accompanied by cbarje) (Include ONLY FINAL dispositions)

1 t

7-1 ?
t

1

(

(

FOR INSTITUTIONS USB ONLY

Sentence expires -...-.-i-t.__ ____________

s
INSTRUCTIONS

(Please paste photo here or indicate it iriiiblt)

(Do not withhold submission of fingerprints waiting for de- 
, relopment of photograph. Merely indicate in this space that 

photograph is ayailable. Not necessary to submit photo later 
to FBI.) 1

I. TYPE OR PRINT all information.
2. Note amputations in proper finger squares.
3. REPLY WILL QUOTE ONLY NUMBER AP

PEARING IN THE BLOCK MARKED ’CON
TRIBUTOR’S NO.”

4. Indicate any additional copies for other agencies 
in space below—include their complete mailing 
address.

SEND COPY TO:

RECORDED
APR 11-J962

IDENT. DIV. 48

FD-24S * 8. •OVtmm PRINTIM Omct I C48—It—7NM* I



SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED 
■ 1/' >

FINGERPRINTED

330 N.Seuro,Collinsville.Ill.
OCCUPATION

Schmidt
LAST NAME

cbwtwibvtbn an* abbncm

Jurgen
FIRST NAME

ALIASES

504 aalw

UNITED STATES MARS 
FEDERAL BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL.

{AL

MIDDLE NAME
RACE. , 

white

HT. (IN J WT.

5'3' 180
DATE OF BIRTH 

11/9/40
HAIR EYES

blond blue

PLACE OF BIRTH CLASS.

Hanburg Germary

DATE REF.

CITIZENSHIP 
german

ARREST NUMBER 
a 75__________ stock olerk 

SCARS AND MARKS

UAVK THIS SPAM BLANK

ML LEFT LITTLE

RIGHT THUMB RIGHT FOUR Fl

□ CHECK IF NO RECORD 
IS DESIRED

LEFT FOUR FINGERS TAKEN SI LEFT THUMB

b6 
b7C

SIMULTANEOUSLY



'•w - <sP

^f^ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE *
WASHINGTON. D. C. . .

CURRENT ARREST OR RECEIPT
DATE ARRESTED 

OR RECEIVED charge or offense " DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE • 1*

^xroerjo^

1/10/63 / writing threatlng communicat

f i

i^

CRIMINAL HISTORY
CONTRIBUTOR OF 

FINGERPRINTS ' NAME ANO NUMBER ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

t

$

1

1

I
•*

* _=

*

INSTRUCTIONS
I. TYPE OR PRINT all information.
2^ Include only FINAL dispositions. ‘ 

. f 3. INSTITUTIONS: Include date sentence expire*.



LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK
1s □idt

FIRST NAME

Jurgen *
CONTRIBUTOR AND ADDRESS ALIASES

SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINJSERPR

UNITED STATES MARSHAL 
FEDERAL BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL, **•**•*•**•• * * * 
62705

DATE OF BIRTH
11-9-1940

t
MIDDLE NAME

SEX
Hale..

5T.-^’

RACE

WT.
180

* HAIR
Blaoi

EYES 
-Blus

,, Jt-xx c or »iri 
I rtormsny

voun Human —

1953

807 989 D
CHECK IF NO REPLY 
IS DESIRED

PLACE FBI NO. HERE

S. RIGHTLITTLE

IDOLS * 10. LEFT LITTLE

TANEOUSUO ,LEFT THUMB RIGHT T FOUR

HWJi 1MI o - TM-vo^

SIGNATURE OF OFFICIAL TAKING 
FING>* ■ -v

SCARS ANcMlARKS amputation

none none

LEFT FOUR F

w 
| jU'!

b6
b7C

.t * •



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED ,
330 N. Severa, Collinsville, Ill

■ WASHINGTON, .D. C. 20537 . a

OCCUPATION ■ EMPLOYER (if US.Government, indicate military (give aerial number) or civilian employing agency.)

Stock Clerk
f '

■J

>

CURRENT ARREST OR H ECEIPT
DATE ARRESTED 

OR RECEIVED

17-69

CHARGE OR OFFENSE
(If code citation is used it should be accompanied by charge)

Threats To Kill - Secreatary <

DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE
(List FINAL disposition only. If not now available.
submit later on FBI Form R-84 for completion of recordJ

f Defense .

FOR INSTITUTIONS USE ONLY
Sentence expires 1

--

1. FORWARD ARREST CARDS TO FBI IM
- . MEDIATELY AFTER FINGERPRINTING

FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.

If arrest fingerprints sent FBI previously and FBI* unknown, furnish arrest .Date ................■ ■ ........
If COLLECT wire reply or COLLECT telephone reply is desired indicate here: ,

17J Wire reply F~) Telephone reply Telephone Number including area code ... ., ■
; INSTRUCTIONS "

Please Paste Photograph In This Space

Since photograph may become detached indicate name, 
date taken, FEI number, and arrest number on reverse 
side whether attached to fingerprint card or submitted 
later.

2. TYPE or PRINT all information.

3. Note amputations in proper finger squares.
4. REPLY WILL QUOTE ONLY NUMBER AP

PEARING IN THE BLOCK MARKED 
•YOUR NUMBER.* ■

5. Indicate any additional copies for other' 
agencies in space below - give their com
plete mailing address including zip code.

COPY TO:£0pvTn SECRET SER® 
LIAISON AGENT 
ROOM 1014,9&D . RECORDED

433
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' ^Ui DEFUSE

.' "til *7* J '1 ’’

p-690519004 Q1 AT| [





TRUE COPY

Sir;

I am going to kill You 

unless You Pay Your

Bill,• r

Yes, I am going to

kill You Sir.

TRUE COPY

enclosure





enclosure 
> • •



« A. *

<

TRUE C OP Y

Sir;

I am going to kill

You soon unless

You Pay Your Bill 

Yes, I am going 

to kill You.

TRUE COPY
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s.

I
T

4 
JL~

a i ' i « . X " i , 2 ' . ’* ,
■ * i j ’ .r • 3.

FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON. D.C.

£ i

1 
4

CURRENT ARREST OR RECEIPT

DATE ARRESTED 
OR RECEIVED

CHARGE OR OFFENSE , , . ,. . , 
)(U code citation is used it should be accompanied by ebarge) . 
j ’ •* .. . S-*. - *L • •% •• - •

7-9-32 KCFP froc'
^b'of?extortion t

DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE
(List FINAL disposition only. If not now sviil- 
able, submit later on FBI Form R-S4 for completion 
of record.)

* s< m.:
attest

7

SprirgHold
4

'f

S'
r

T.1B Soc. 4246

5,

X

. f A
x

i

- indicate here 1 .**3

□ Telephone reply

Sentence expires ,.Telephone number

address^

Ident biv. joSEND COPY TO

. FOR INSTITUTIONS USE ONLY

2. TYPE or PRINT all information.
3. Note amputations ja proper Eager squares.

- Jf COLLECT wire reply of COLLECT telephone reply is desired.

t

t 
1

INSTRUCTIONS 
t. FORWARD ARREST CARDS To’fBI TM, 

MEDIATELY AFTER FINGERPRINTING 
FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.

4. REPLY WILL QUOTE ONLY NUMBER AP- 
PEARING IN THE BLOCK MARKED "CON
TRIBUTOR'S NO.” r——_________ '

MG 6 19fi?
f ’ *

FI>-21» (Rev. X-U41) O.t. 60VK*MM£NY PRinriNO OFF KE ' 'c48—JA—>73826”3

IIW 01 PRISES\VX



APPLICANT
SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

807 yay ^vmjot
•I ' VAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME

CONTRIBUTOR ANO ADDRESS

CHIEF w
POLICE DEPARTMENT
COLLINSVILLE, ILL

COMPANY ANO ADDRESS

WALe
RACE' '

wuf r*
HT.E1N0 1 WT.

_ .J *—

DATE OF BIRTH

JlESl^OLCfJfiS^JElNG^

LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK

| FBI No. Hot -999-7
SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

LAST NAME

CONTRIBUTOR AND ADDRESS

FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME

Me
“U ,1?

ALIASES

| FBI KbSOT^ 989 D |

■>

LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK

UNITED STATES KARSH. .L 
FEDERAL BUILDING

, J - -

DATE OF BIRTH 

//

ht<inches 
5^7 A

WT.

'S«

SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

SCHMIDT, 
■ u-o:

LAST NAME

Jurgen'

FIRST NAME

* 5 s 1 • i H»; H 

' MIDDLE NAME
CONTRIBUTOR AND ADDRESS

"ARDEN >
c“O|AL CENTER FOR

FEDERAL prisoners
SPRINGFIELD, ho. ~

RESIDENCE OF^ERSON FINGERPRINTED

OCCUPATION ■ CONTRIBUTOR'S NO.

P-551-H
SCARS AND MARKS AMPUTATION PLACE OF BIRTH

Jaaburg-Gennanv'

CITIZENSHIP

GermanSIGNATURE of official 
TAKING FINGERPRINTS

DATE

7-24-62
f~T CHECK IF NO RECORD LJ IS DESIRED

ALIASES

SEX '

RACE

DATE OF BIRTH

7/hite -
HT.(W>«s) WT.

69” 155

Ux2=£a
HAIR EYES

CLASS.

REF.,

1. RIGHT THUMB 2. RIGHT INDEX 3. RIGHT MIDDLE

LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK

OTSEFT THUM 7, LEFT ^gEX MIDDLE 9. LEFT RING

AKER SIMULTANEOUSLY
"W ■

an ‘■thumb 
7$^7

RIGHT THUMB

4. RIGHT RING S. RIGHT LITTLE

RIGHT FOUR FINGERS TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY



FBI No.
SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

'Collinsville,Illinois

uurgen 

FIRST NAMELAST NAME

CONTRIBUTOR AND ADDRESS ' ‘ ALIASES

SUPERINTENDENT 
DEPT OF PUB SAFETJ

i,

4 _

ST BU OF CRIM IDENT
&INV. 412 CENTENNIAI 
SPRINGFIELD. ILL.. ^Wle STATE HOSPITAL

r.f
SEX - - male

Unite
-it^inches wr.

5'8p 160
DATE OF BIRTH 
11-9-1940

HAIR I EYES
JrtJBxLsiw

LXAVE THIS SPACE BLANK

SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

R
mA 

?SpN FINGERPRINTED
rt£

330^N- Sf>nrn._CoilX5 in<iv5 JO a—T.1.1
•ft

i
| F8! No.

LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK

SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED r

• f—" „ . >. i I
.Schmidt Jurgen

LAST NAME

CONTRIBUTOR ANO AOORESS

FIRST NAME

aliases

MIDDLE NAME
RACE, . _ 

white

A
2- /,/

UNITED STATES L’ARSIAV 
federai/building 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL.

HT. (1NJ I WT.

5'9] 180
DATE OF BIRTH *
11/9/40

HAIR EYES

Schmidt Jaurgen SKI^ale

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME

WiBW
DEPT OF PUB SAFES 
ST BU OF CRIMQDMJ 
& INV. 412 CENTENNIA 
SPRINGFIELD. ILL.

^LIASES
JSO/VlZ H r-

“fete
HUINCHES] WT.

69" 17^
DATE OF BIRTH

11-9-1940
HAIR Lt
Brown Blue

CLASS.

DATESIGNATURE OF OFFICIAL REF.

CONTRIBUTOR S NO.

PLACE OF BIRTH

Hamburg, Germany
CITIZENSHIP

LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK L

RIGHT THUMB RIGHT FOUR

b6
b7C

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED

Collinsville, Illinois
OCCUPATION '

Stock clerk
SCARS AND MARKS 

appendix
AMPUTATION

P 0 scar <
German

□ CHECKS NO. RE'

i<Le^nu^i

LEFT FOUR FINGERS TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY#

■>
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F^i
9

WASH DC*

FBI CHICAGO

853 PM DEFERRED 5-15-69 BCK

TO DIRECTOR .EXANDRIA, SPRINGFIELD (9-1464) AND W

Mr. Tolson
Mr. DeLoach™. 
'Mr. Mohr.r.™.,.., 
Mr. Bishop— to 
Mr. Casper..,.™ 
Mr. Callahan™ 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Helt w 
Mr. Gale-A™^ 
Mr.
Mr. Sullivan-..,-. 
Mr. Tavel .,„™ 
Mr. Trotter—— 
Tele. Room— 
Miss Holmes— 
Miss Gandy™™.

FROM CHI

WFO VIA W HINGTON

0 (9-5390) (P) IP

JURGEN SCHMIDT? MELVIN R. SlRD, SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE - VICEX, 00: SPRINGFIELD

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU, MAY FOURTEEN, LAST

Vv\ INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFERENCED SPRINGFIELD
V —•TELETYPE FURNISHED AT CHICAGO MAY FOURTEEN LAST TO

FtDENL BUREAU Of IhVcMIGAHGU
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATION SECTION * 
MAY 151369 _

b6
b7C

1 ON STAFF OF COLONEL ZAICE, P.M.O., FIRST MP DETACHMENT

(CI) OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL, WASHINGTON, D.C
b6
b7C

^COLONEL ZAICE WILL ARRIVE CHICAGO THIS DATE AND WILL BE 
Cadvised OF THIS INFORMATION BY HIS STAFF.

GROUP, EVANSTON

INVESTIGATION

L ONE ONE THREE Mlt^ARY INTELLIGENCE 

ILLINOIS, ADVISED OF RESULTS OF SPRINGFIELD 
REC A

END

MKA

FBI WASH DC* 

©

4 MAY 16 19b9



VU-263 CRev, 3-8-67) , |

. - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REFERENCE:

reporting office

SPRINGFIELD
OFFICE pF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD___
DATE

5/19/69
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

5/14-15/69
TITLE OF CASE
JURGEN^SCHMIDT;
MELVIN rMaIRD,
Secretary of Defense - VICTIM

REPORT MADE SY

SA ROBERT C. HAINES
typed ?y

smr
CHARACTER OF CASE

EXTORTION

Alexandria teletype to Director 5/13/69;
St. Louis teletype to Springfield 5/14/69 (IO);
WFO teletype to Director 5/14/69;
Springfield teletype to Director 5/14/69.

P -

LEADS:

Chicago,
Information copies of this report 
and WFO who have leads or current

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

accompum^ _ None

are designated for Alexandria, 
interest in this matter.

CON VIE. AUTO* RinES SAVING? RECOVERIES
ACQUIT

TALS
CAJE HAS 8E£N)

APPROVEO

COPICSMAOEI

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

PENDING'OV£« ONE YEAR
PENUNG PROSeCU T1ON

OVER SIX MONTHS Qv£$

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACE5 BELOW

.NO

.NO’

1

i 
1
2

£ Bureau
- USA, Springfield
- Alexandria (Info)
- Chicago (Info)(9-5390)
- WFO (Info)
- Springfield (9-1464)

REC 4

^-100

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

’Request Reed.

Date Jwd.

How Fwd.

By . ... <1 7
51 KT291S69 - A

Notations

S .MAY. 20J969

* V & GOVERNMENT FtrNTIHG OFFICE s IM7

PAGE



SI 9-1464

Will follow and report prosecutive action in 
this matter.

- B* - 
COVER PAGE



Ft>:204 (Rev.5-J-$9)

" UN^D STATES DEPARTMENT OASTICE

{ ~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION *

Copyios 1 - USA, Springfield

Report of: SA ROBERT C. HAINES Office: Springfield
Daft: May 19, 1969

Field Office File /: SI 9-1464 Bureau File /:

Title:

JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
Secretary of Defense - VICTIM

Character:
EXTORTION 5

Synopsis:

Letter received by Office of Secretary of Defense MELVIN R. 
LAIRD 5/12/69 containing threat to kill LAIRD. Letter 
postmarked Alton, Illinois, 5/10/69, and bore return address 
JURGEN SCHMIDT, 1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois.
SCHMIDT interviewed 5/14/69; admits writing letter to Secretary 
of Defense as well as five others on 5/10/69, to: HENRY FOWLER, 
Secretary of the Army, Secretary of the Navy, Secretary of the 
Interior, and one other, possibly to the Secretary of State. 
Subject states ashamed and sorry of actions and had no intent 
to carry out threats. On 5/14/69 USA RICHARD E. EAGLETON, SDI, 
Springfield, authorized prosecution of subject for violation 
Title 18, USC, Section 876; recommended $10,000 cash or surety 
bond. Authorized complaint filed same date before USC RONALD C. 
MOTTAZ, Alton, Illinois, by SA ROBERT C. HAINES and warrant 
issued. Subject arrested 5/14/69 by Buagents and lodged Alton 
City Jail. Appeared before USC MOTTAZ morning of 5/15/69; 
waived preliminary hearing arid remanded to custody USM in lieu 
$10,000 bond.

b6 P - b7c

DETAILS:

Investigation in this matter is predicated upon 
receipt of information I I

I, Office of Assistant Secretary of Defense,

This document contains Neither recotainendatlons not conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end Is loaned to
your agency; tt:and Its Contents are not to be distributed outside your .agency.



SI 9-1464

Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia, indicating that the Department 
of Defense Mail Department received a letter addressed 
’’Secretary of Defense, Washington, D. C.” on May 12, 1969. 
T?his letter was postmarked Kay 10, 1969, at Alton, Illinois, 
and the return address shown on the envelope was JURGEN SCHMIDT, 
1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois. The contents of the 
letter were as follows:

"To the defense you I am going to kill you sonabitch 
I am going to hill you soon. I am threading you with your 
life”

- 2 -



(Riv 4-15-44)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Mav 19 . 1969________

, , */ JURGEN SCHMIDT, 1914 Washington Avenue, was Interviewed 
at his place of employment, Specialised Services, Foot of Central 
Avenue, Alton, Illinois, at which time an Interrogation; Advice 
of Rights and Waiver was furnished to him. SCHMIDT read the 
Advice of Rights and it was read to him by SA MAINES, and he 
executed this form in the presence ofj 
andl ~l of the Alton police Department. :

JURGEN SCHMIDT stated that on Saturday, May 10, 1969, 
he became upset over his failure to adjust to the outside world 
and had a compulsion to write some letters. He said that he, 
therefore, wrote letters to the Secretary of Defense, to 
HENRY M, FODDER, to the Secretary of the Army, to the Secretary 

< of the Navy? to the Secretary of the Interior, and to one other 
government official, possibly the Secretary of State.

SCHMIDT advised that he had recently been released 
from the Alton State Hospital where he had an absolute discharge; 
however, he was experiencing soma difficulty In establishing, a 
routine existence, and he believes that his compulsion to write 
the letters arose from this reason.

! ‘ ‘ I

SCHMIDT stated that he does not know adybf the^persons 
to whom he wrote; further that he is sorry he wrote theia and very 
ashamed of his actions. Re said that he had no intention to 
carry out the threats contained in the letters and certainly 
did not intend to travel to any location where any of these 
individuals might be located for any ulterior or overt purpose.

SCHMIDT went on to say that he wrote the letters to 
the above-described persons at his residence, 1914 Washington 
Avenue, Alton, Illinois, and mailed them in a mailbox located 
outside the Fashion Lane Department Store in the Washington ' 
Plaxa Shopping Center on Washington Avenue near his'home.

SCHMIDT concluded his discussion and remarks concerning 
the writing of the letters on May 10,,1969; by stating that he 
did not do any research concerning the persons to whom he wrote 
the letters and merely wrote them to Washington, D< C.,feeling 
that they would arrive at their destination.

nn 5/14/69, n, Alton, Illinois cue SI 9-1464 _________

hv SA ROBERT C. HAINES_______________ /star Date dictated______5/J6Z69________
TM* document ^contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ot the FBI. It I* the property pt the FBI and I* loaned to your agency; 
liond Its con tents are no! tobe distributed outside your agency. '



SI 9-1464 
2 •MB

The following is a description of JURGEN SCHMIDT 
obtained from observation and Interrogation;

RACE 
SEX 
NATIONALITY 
DATE OF BIRTH 
PLACE OF BIRTH 
HEIGHT 
WEIGHT 
HAIR 
EYES

White
Male
German
November 9, 1940 
Hamburg, Germany 
5*10” 
196
Light Brown 
Blue



SI 9-1464

On May 14, 1969, the information developed during this 
investigation was discussed with United States Attorney 
RICHARD E. EAGLETON, Southern District of Illinois, Springfield, 
Illinois. Mr. EAGLETON authorized prosecution of JURGEN SCHMIDT 
for violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 876, and 
recommended a $10,000 cash or surety bond.

On the same date an authorized complaint was filed b6 
before United States Commissioner RONALD C. MOTTAZ at Alton, b7c 
Illinois, by SA ROBERT C. HAINES and a warrant was issued.

On May 14, 1969. JURGEN SCHMIDT was arrested by 
SA I land SA ROBERT C. HAINES outside his
residence at 1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois, and 
lodged in the Alton City Jail.

On May 15, 1969, United States Commissioner RONALD C. 
MOTTAZ, Alton, advised that SCHMIDT had appeared before him 
on the morning of May 15, 1969, had waived a preliminary hearing 
and had been remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal 
in lieu of $10,000 bond.

- 5* -



TO DIRECTOR, SPRINGFIELD, ST. LOUIS, WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE

’ROM ALEXANDRIA C9-NEW)

/ 9) (oj t
CHANGED. JURGEN-SCHMIDT, AKA JURGE^WDT; MELVIN R. LAIRD, ' 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE; STANLEY fk^ESOR, SECRETARY OF ARMY* -

VICTIMS. EXTORTION.

TITLE IS CHANGED TO ADD THE CORRECT SPELLING OF SUBJECT'S

LAST NAME AS SCHMIDT PRIOR COMMUNICATIONS IT WAS SPELLED

SHMIDT. TITLE IS ALSO CHANGED TO SET OUT NAME OF ADDITIONAL

VICTIM AS STANLEY R. RESOR

RE ALEXANDRIA TELETYPE MAY THIRTEEN SIXTYNINE A$ SPRINGFIELD

TELETYPE MAY FIFTEEN SIXTYNINE. b6
b7C

ON MAY FIFTEEN SIXTYNINE, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT GROUP, FOR THE SECRETARY OF^RM^ ROOM THREE D SEVEN 
ONE FIVE PENTAGON, ADVISED THAT HI^^WR^Efc^I^RE^MS^ 

FOR OPENING MAIL DIRECTED TO THE SECRErfifWF THE ARMY? HIS

OFFICE RECEIVED A LETTER ON MAY FOURTEEN SIXTYNINE, WHICH WAS ~ _ 
. B MAY 19 1969

POSTMARKED MAY TEN SIXTYNINE, AT ALTON, ILLINOIS, ADDRESSED TO , ,

END PAGE ONE
1WYPED TO:



PAGE TWO

"THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY, WASHINGTON, D. C.", SHOWING THE RETURN 

ADDRESSEE AS "JURGEN SCHMIDT, ONE NINE ONE FOUR WASHINGTON AVE., 

ALTON, ILLINOIS". THE LETTER READ AS FOLLOWS: b6
„ „ b7C
SIR, I AM GOING TO KILL YOU UNLESS YOU PAY SOME

MONEY. YOU. I AM GOING TO KILL REAL SOON."

|, OFFICE

OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, HAS BEEN ADVISED RE REFERENCED 

SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY FIFTEEN SIXTYNINE.

ALEXANDRIA IS FORWARDING LETTER TO LABORATORY. P.

EN- - - - HORR: PAGEONEL-TEX-T- - PAKAnrWO’TIIIEnonE^Rir^^

END

CKG

FBI WASH DC* ‘



U33$ (Rev. 12-IQ-63) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
W Washington, D. C. 20537

REPORT
of the

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOURFlt^NO. 9*5
FBl ^M'138 9-49371
LATENT CASE NO.

to: SAC, Alexandria

Junes 6, 1969

ST 10^

smea: soshdtj 
mvin iu who 
SECBSE«IY 07 DEZSISB 
VICES

REFERENCE: Alrtel
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Alexandria
SPECIMENS: QjVelOpO, $7

Handwritten note, Q3

Use listed Q spociacns are described In the 
laboratory report, xdilch is beins furnished separately.

?5

Ho latent prints of value developed#

Envelope and letter enclosed.

Enc.

2 * Springfield (9^1464)



RECORDED 
5/23/69

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Recorded 6-4-69
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , - ~

Received 6-4-69 
NO LAB FILE

4:10 p. m.
Laboratory Work Sheet

amb

Re: JURGEN SCHMIDT; 
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
VICSX
(00; SPRINGFIELD)

LATENT pn . 9-49576-^ 
r I « D-690522006

'Lab. # —•
LC # A-7199

JB

Examination requested by: ALEXANDRIA , (9—5) A 5/19/69
b6
b7C

Date received: S/21-'69

Examination by: .^^320 
. ------------- 1 x

Examination .equested: " FinjeMp^ht

Result of Examination:" •

Q7 Envelop© postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 HAY 10 1969 
AM," which bears the handwritten address ’To: Secretary 
of the Army Washington D.C." •

Q8 Slip of paper bearing handwritten note beginning 
"Sir; I an going to . ♦



Transmit the following in

Via____ ATRTEL

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

it-

E

F B I

Date: 5/19/69 ',
4

(Type .in plaintext or .code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI
Attn: FBI Laboratory

SAC, ALEXANDRIA (9-5)

JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R.^AIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
VICEX________________
(00: SPRINGFIELD)

b6
b7C

Re Alexandria teletype to Director, Chicago, 
Springfield, St. Louis, and WFO 5/13/69; Springfield 
teletype to Director, Alexandria, Chicago and WFO 5/14/69; 
Chicago teletype to Director, Alexandria, Springfield, and 
WFO 5/15/69; and Alexandria airtel to Director 5/15/69.

» Enclosed for the Laboratory are the following:
'j

1. Envelope addressed to Secretary of the 1
* Army, Washington, D.C., postmarked 5/10/69 at Alton,’ Ill,,' 

showing return addressee as JURGEN SCHMIDT, 1914 Washington 
g Avenue, Alton, Ill. A copy of the envelope is also enclps'ed.

2. Letter which reads as follows:

Bureau (Enc. 4) (RM) 
-2^- Springfield (9-1464) 
1 - St, Louis (Info) 
1 - WFO (Info) 
2 - Alexandria (9-5)

MMC:PSM
<9)--

^i\Approved: Special Agent in Charge

HEC-15^ %%

Sent

IB MAY 211969

m Per



’’Sir; '

"I am going to kill .you unless you pay 
some money.

"You I am going to kill real soon."

A copy of the letter is also enclosed.

The laboratory is requested to compare the 
writing in this letter with any known writing of the subject 
and with the previously submitted letter in this case.

The Identification Division’ is requested to 
compare any latent fingerprints developed on the enclosed 
items with the fingerprints of the subject being submitted 
by Springfield. '

The same latent fingerprint examination isl 
requested on the envelope and letter addressed to the < 
Secretary of Defense previously submitted by .Alexandria 
airtel to the Director dated 5/15/69. ‘



FBI SPRNGFLD 

641PM DEFERRED 5-14-69 DJK

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO A 
FBI

MAY 14

TELETYPE

Mr. Conrad , 
Mr. FHt 
Mr. G 
Mr. PA' 
Mr. £ 
Mr. Ta vol ... 
Mr. Trotter., 
Tele. 'Room— 
M»ss Holmes. 
Mias Gandy.

TO DIRECTOR. ALEXANDRIA. CHICAGO AND WASHINGTON FIELD

FROM SPRINGFIELD (9-1464) 2PP

y/c^/o ^ro^T/ofj
JURGEN SCHMIDT; MELVIN R/TaIRD. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE -JVTGEX"; '(

Q!iX9 Ci .Otijia .

,001 SPRINGFIELD

RE ALEXANDRIA TELETYPE MAY THIRTEEN LAST

SUBJECT INTERVIEWED TODAY; ADMITS THAT ON MAY TEN LAST HE

WROTE AND MAILED LETTER TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE THREATENING HIS LIFE.

STATES HE ALSO WROTE AND MAILED FIVE OTHER LETTERS SAME DAYTO: HENRY

H. FOWLER, SECRETARY OF ARMY, SECRETARY OF NAVY, SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, f
■; b6 J

AND OTHER, POSSIBLY SECRETARY OF STATE. b7c
t

SUBJECT STATES HE WAS HIGHLY UPSET ON MAY TEN; HAD COMPULSION ,—s

TO WRITE ABOVE DESCRIBED LETTERS. STATES HE IS SORRY AND ASHAMED Of/

ACTIONS; HAS NO INTENTION OF CARRYING OUT THREATS. z'

SUBJECT HAS HISTORY OF INCARCERATION IN MENTAL INSTITUTIONS^^^^^

HAVING MOST RECENTLY RECEIVED ABSOLUTE DISCHARGE FROM ALTON STATE 
i• ।w.cu ;. ,yi

’HOSPITAL, ALTON, ILLINOIS, LATE APRIL, SIXTYNINE; HE IS ALIEN IN
UNITED STATES HAVING^eVtER^^UNITEP,STATES FROM HAMBURG, GERMAN^

IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE

END PAGE ONE

5 MAY 21 1969

1969

7



PAGE TWO
UftW' Strta AttwM/
•USA RICHARD E. EAGLETON, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, CONSULTED. EAGLETON AUTHORIZED PROSECUTION 

OF SUBJECT FOR VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, JJSf, SECTION EIGHT SEVEN SIX 

RECOMMENDED TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS CASH OR SURETY BOND.

AUTHORIZED COMPLAINT FILED BEFORE U.S. COMMISSIONER RONALD C. 

MOTTAZ, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, ALTON, ILLINOIS, BY SA ROBERT 

C. HAINES AND WARRANT ISSUED.

SUBJECT ARRESTED BY BUAGENTS AND INCARCERATED ALTON CITY JAIL. 

WILL APPEAR BEFORE U.S. COMMISSIONER A.M. MAY FIFTEEN NEXT.

WASHINGTON FIELD WILL CONTACT APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

TO VERIFY RECEIPT OF EXTORTION LETTERS ADMITTEDLY WRITTEN BY SUBJECT 

ON MAY TEN LAST AND ENUMERATED ABOVE. DETERMINE DISPOSITION OF 

LETTERS. NO FURTHER EXAMINATION OF SECRET SERVICE FILE DESIRED^ 

COPY ST. LOUIS. P.

END

CAB

FBI WASH DC*



May 20, 1969 b6 
b7C

CHANGED; 
JURGEN SC 
MELVIN R. 
SECRETARY 
VALTER J HICKEL

DEFENSE - VICTIM

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR - VICTIM; 

 

JOHN HL/CHAFEE,
SECRE 
EXT 
00:

Y OF THE NAVY - VICTIM 
ION

INGFIELD

The title of this case is marked ’’Changed” to 
include two additional victims, Valter J. Hickel and 
John H. Chafee.

Through established liaison channels, Secret 
Service has transmitted to the Bureau two additional 
threatening letters, one of which is directed to the 
Secretary of the Navy and the other to the Secretary of 
the Interior. Both of these letters are postmarked 
May 10, 1969, at Alton, Illinois, and bear a return address 
of Jurgen Schmidt, 1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois.

t$ls6n

Bishop -n—tXJLr
Jesper — - t--

juiniKiiuw
.Contdd ..n. rt y. _-¥j

There is enclosed herewith for each receiving 
office xerox copies and true copies of the above-described 
threatening letters together with a xerox copy of the 
envelope in which they were mailed.

/.?
The above-described letters have been submit ted^^ ’ 

to the FBI Laboratory for appropriate examination, and you \ 
will be advised of the results of same separately.

The Springfield Division is instructed to present 
the facts concerning the above two described letters to 
appropriate U. S. Attorney for his prosecutive opinion. 
Springfield should submit results of investigation including 
prosecutive opinion in a form suitable for dissemination by 
6-6-69.

Enclosures - 10
'Gore-*™, 
Rd sen „■ 
Sullivan.^ 
Tavel 
Trotter-™« 
Teje. Room

1 - Chicago (9-5390) (Enclosures - 10) (Info) 
1 - Alexandria (Enclosures - 10) (Info)

Holmes l
(Enclosures 10) (Info)

XETYPE UNIT SEE NOTE PAGE 2



NOTE:

Jurgen Schmidt has been arrested several times 
for Extortion. He is in the habit of mailing 
threatening type letters to prominent persons. 
He is well known to the Bureau and the Secret 
Service. On May TO, 1969, the subject directed 
a threatening Tetter from Alton, Illinois, to 
the Secretary of Defense, Melvin R. Laird. 
Prosecution was authorized concerning the 
letter directed to Secretary Laird and the 
subject was arrested on May 15, 1969. He 
admits sending the letters.

Secret Service furnished two additional letters 
to other cabinet members to the Bureau, also 
threatening in nature. Springfield has been 
instructed to secure prosecutive opinion 
concerning these additional letters.

Laboratory should advise interested offices 
iresults of examination.

- 2 -



. b6 
b7C

SAC, Springfield (9-1464) May 22, 1969

1 ■ 
i ■

JURGEWCHMIDT; MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY-OF DEFENSE - VICTIM; 
WALTER J^HICKEL, SECRETARYOK- 
THE INTERIOR - VICTIM; JOHN HFCHAFEE, 
SECRETARY OP THE NAVY - VICTIM; 
HENROTOWLER, FORMER SECRETARY OP 
TREASURY; DAVID DY, SECRETARY
OF TREASURY - VICTIMS 
EXTORTION 
00: SPRINGFIELD

The title of this case is marked changed to include two additional 
victims, Henry Fowler and David M. Kennedy.

Through established liaison channels, Secret Service has transmitted 
to the Bureau two additional threatening letters, one of which was directed to 
Mr. Henry Fowler, the former Secretary of the Treasury, and the other was 
directed to Mr. David M. Kennedy, the Secretary of the Treasury* Both of 
these letters were postmarked May 10, 1969, at Alton, Illinois, and bear a 
return address of Jurgen Schmidt, 1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois*

a 
§

cn CO 
22
02 
02

5?

There is enclosed herewith for each receiving office Xerox copies and 
true copies of the above described threatening letters together with a Xerox 
copy of the envelope in which they were mailed*

J

‘Tolson 
OeLoach 
Mohi^ 
bishop *■ 
dCosperj.

The originals of the above described letters have been submitted to 
the FBI Laboratory for appropriate examination and you will be advised of 
the results of same separately* 
Enclosures (6) *
1 - Chicago (9-5390) (info) (Enclosures 6) 
1 - Alexandria (info), (Enclosures 6) 
2 - Washington Field (Enclosures 6)

Colleton-n> g.aTTM** 

Conrod--t--- ~--- r.

Rosea t.r _ ri-.- JL r • 
Sullivan ; rr -ii- a-i- 
Tavel 

‘Trotter
Tele, Room
Holmes ■ 4 rjTa-f. - 
Candy -u .jn-.r.L.r_

WFB:m;
(9)

See note page two . . .

969



Letter to SAC, Springfield 
RE; CHANGED; JURGEN SCIriir

The Springfield Division it Instructed to present the facts concerning 
the above two described letters to the appropriate U. S. Attorney for his 
prosecutive opinion. Springfield should submit results of investigation including 
prosecutive opinion in a form suitable for dissemination by June 10, 1969.

Washington Field Office is instructed to advise appropriate local 
authorities concerning the threats contained in the aforementioned letters.

NOTE: On 5/10/69, the subject directed a number of threatening letters to 
various Cabinet members. The context of all of the letters is almost identical 
and threatens to kill the addressee unless he sends some money to the writer. 
The first of these letters was received by Defense Secretary Laird. ^Prosecution 
has been authorized in Springfield, Illinois, and the subject was arrested on 
5/15/69 and admits sending the letters. Secret Service has submitted two 
more letters directed to the Secretary of the Treasury and the former Secretary 
of the Treasury. These have been submitted to the Laboratory for 
examination and Springfield has been requested to secure a prosecutive 
opinion. The Laboratory should advise interested offices of the results of 
their examinations and forward evidence to the office of origin.

-2*



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY !M2 EDITION

*- OSA FPMR (« CFR) !0t-1M

UNITED STATES GO w MENT

Memorandum
to : DIRECTOR, FBI

from : SAC, NEW YORK (9-5158) (BUG)

subject: jurgen Shmidt ; 
MELVIN L.<bAIRD, 
Secretary of Defense; 
ET AL-VICTIMS 
EXTORTION
(OO:SI)

ReWFOairtel to Director, dated 5/16/69.

On 5/23/69,F |HENRY FOWLER, 95 Broad
St., NY, NY, was informed of the pertinent details of this 
investigation. On 5/23/69,F I subsequently stated
that Mr. FOWLER had been informed of the facts and he stated 
he had not received a letter of a threatening nature pertinent 
to this investigation.

In view of the above, the NYO will take no further 
action in this matter.

A

(2;?Bureau 
2-Springfield ' 1
2-Washington Field (9-2271) 
1-New York

9010-XK
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Bl an
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

SPRINGFIELD

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD

DATE

6/6/69

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

6/4/69
TITLE OF CASE

o
REPORT MADE BY

SA ROBERT C. HAINES

TYPEO BY

Imh

MELVIN R. LAIRD;
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM;
WALTER J. HICKEL, SECRETARY 07 EXTORTION

~ THE INTERIOR - VICTIM;
JOHN H. CHAFEE, SECRETARY OF

—L -THE-NAVY- -- VICTIM ; — L_--------
\ A J HENRY FOWLER, FORMER SECRETARY

REFERENCES;

00 NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED None . ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS seen:
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QvtS fglNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS QRnO

CONVlO AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

REC 12

AGENT 
IN CHARGEAPPROVE

COPlE.5 MADE}

d^Bureau (9-49576) 
1-USA, Springfield 
2-Springfield (9-1464)

Q-149^7^ j-Z5
io 'JUN'9 1969

Dissemination Record of Attached Report - Notations

Agency Kt I PjA/ rX-
Request Reed.

Date fwd-
✓ * ■■

How Fwd,

By .
ur.

it tn r> <nnrJun loiaou

* OF TREASURY;
DAVID M. KENNEDY, SECRETARY 
OF TREASURY - VICTIMS

Springfield report of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 
5/19/69.

Bureau letter to Springfield dated 5/20/69.
Bureau letter to Springfield dated 5/22/69.
Alexandria airtel to Bureau dated 5/19/69.
Bureau letter to Alexandria dated 5/23/69.

9 S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; !M7 O—273-E77
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SI 9-1464

LEADS:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At Alton, Illinois

Will follow and report prosecutive action in this 
matter.

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA;

Extra copies of this report are designated for the 
Bureau in order that the Bureau might disseminate this infor
mation to appropriate departments within the administration of 
the Government.

No descriptions of additional victims in this matter have 
not, been furnished to the Springfield Division and are, there
fore, not being included in this report.

-B*- 
COVER PAGE
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UNI Wb STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1-USA, Springfield

Report of: SA ROBERT C. HAINES Office: SPRINGFIELD
Date: 6/6/69

Field Office File/: 9-1464 Bureau File 9-49 576

Title: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM;
WALTER J. HICKEL, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR - VICTIM;
JOHN R. CHAFEE, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY - VICTIM;
HENRY FOWLER, FORMER SECRETARY OF TREASURY - VICTIM; 

flfouteue DAVID M. KENNEDY, SECRETARY OF TREASURY - VICTIM
Character:EXTORTION

b6
b7C

Synopsis: Additional letters sent by subject to Government Officials 
obtained and forwarded to FBI Laboratory. Content of letters 
set forth. FBI Laboratory advised that the JURGEN SCHMIDT 
signatures appearing in the return address area on at least 
three envelopes were written by JURGEN SCHMIDT, FBI No. 807989D. 
AUSA| | SDI, Springfield, advised that additional
letters mentioned above constitute violations Title 18, Section 
876, USC; however, no additional process will be filed but 
extent of letter writing will be made known to the court. Mr. 
VIOLANTI advised the court has appointed an attorney for the 
subject and on motion of the attorney, subject is being given 
psychiatric examinations in Springfield, Illinois, under Title 
18, Section 4244, USC, and a report is being awaited.

-P-

DETAILS:

Letters postmarked Alton, Illinois, May 10, 1969, 
with return address JURGEN SCHMIDT, 1914 Washington Avenue, 
Alton, Illinois, 62002,and addressed to the Secretary of ^Interior 
and Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C., were turned"'bv^r 
to the FBI Laboratory for examination. These letters contained 
the identical message which is as follows:

"Sir:

”1 am going to kill you.
"Unless you pay your 
"bill.
"Yes, I am going to
"kill you Sir."

This .docuneht contains neither recomnien.datlons nor conclusion? .ol the FBI. It Is the property 'ol the FBI and Is loaned) to 
your .agency ; It .and Its contents are hot to be distributed outside your agency.



SI 9-1464

In addition^ an identical envelope addressed to HENRY
H. FOWLER, Washington, D. C., was forwarded to Mr. FOWLER in 
New York, which contained the following message:

’’Sir:

”1 am going to kill 
’’you, unless you 
"send tie some money. 
"I am going to kill 
"you.
"Soon you’ll be 
"dead. ’’

____________ On June 4, 1969, Assistant United State’s Attorney 
[advised, after being apprised of the additional

letters which had 'come to the attention of this 'Bureau, that 
these additional letters would be considered a violation of 
Title 18, Section 876, U. S. Code; however, since identical 
charges have been filed against the subject in connection ^with 
Secretary of Defense, MELVIN R. LAIRD, no additional complaints 
would be issued. However, the extent of the letter writing on b6 
the part of the subject would be made known to the court. b7c

_____  ________liurther advised that the court had 
appointed an attorney lor the subject and that through his 
attorney^ the subject is being examined by psychiatrists at 
Springfield, Illinois, to determine his competency to stand 
trial in accordance with Title 18, Section 42447 U. S. Code.

-2-



Eaborat^iy 'T’ranynitta'l Form 
7-72 '

1-Mr. Hegvold

LABORATORY—X—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
^ WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, Alexandria (9-5) June 4, 1969

Ke: JURGEN SCHMIDT; 
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
VIK EX 
(00: SPRINGFIELD)

.John Edgar Hoover, Director

fbi rue no* 9-49576
tab* No.

Examination teqveste^ by: Alexandria, Springfield
D-690522006 JB
D-690523001 JB

Reference:

Examination requested:

Remarks:

Airtel dated 5/19/69
Bureau Setter'^S ’s^ingfieId, 5/22/69
Document-Fingerprint

The results of the latent fingerprint examination requested 
and the return of Q7 and Q8 to Alexandria will be handled separately

ft

The two items submitted by Alexandria airtel 
susxe returned to Alexandria with Lab report dated

, items should be resubmitted If latent
2 •M’fee*.

Tolson 
DeLoach 

!l ,Mohr
Bishop 
Casper 

, Callahan^.
Conrad-^-. 
Felt -,n j-,. 

, Gale 'uji ,a 

Ro>en — 
Sulhvqn 
Tovel -wj...

। Trotter 
Tele. Room

tn

Rte

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
22-Spring fie Id (9-1464) Enclosures (6)

A iEKB (6)

"WuiiiW

dated 5/15/69 
5/23/69. These 
examination isfingerprint

’9 JUN 9 1969

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

(Q9-Q12, 2 Lab report)
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4 >

REPORT 
of the

LABORATORY

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To! FBI, Alexandria (9-5)

fte: JURGEN SCHMIDT?
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
VIftEX

Oct?:
FBI File No.
Bob. No.

June 4, 1969 
9-49576'/?
D-690522006 JB 
D-690^23001 JB

Specimens received 5/21/69 .

Q7 Blue envelope postmarked ’’ALTON, IL 6200? MAY 10 1969 AM,” 
which bears the handwritten address ”To: jSecretary of the Army 
Washington D. C.” *

Q8 Accompanying letter on blue ruled paper bearing handwritten note 
beginning "Sir? I am going to.....” 1

Specimens available at the Bureau ।

Q9 Blue envelope postmarked ’’ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 10 AM 1969” 
bearing the handwritten address ’’Secretary of Treasury 
Washington D. C.”

Q10 Accompanying letter on yellow ruled paper beginning "Sir? I am 
going to kill you unless.” ending ”....going to kill yob Soon...’

Qll Pink envelope postmarked ’’ALTON, IL. 62002 MAY 10 AM 1969” ।
bearing the handwritten address "HenryFl. Fowler Washington
B. C. ” ।

Q12 Accompanying letter on blue ruled paper beginning "Sir: I am 
going to kill you...." ending "...Soon you’ll be dead"

Result of examination:

I It was determined that the writing appearing on Q7 through Q12 
was prepared by the writer of QI through Q6, previously submitted in 
this case. It was further determined that the "Jurgen Schmidt" 

DeUcchZsignatures appearing in the return address area on the Q7, Q9 and Qll 
^-Tonvelopes were writtenby JURGEN SCHMIDT, FBI#807989B, whose known 

writing consists of signatures on fingerprint cards.
.Conrod t

Gdle 
Hosea-ai 
£ulhvan 
Tove! .T--Ti-T-.-a- 
'Trotter 
Tele. -Room 
Hataes 
Can4y—— MAIL ROOM I—J TELETYPE UNIT

(continued on next page)
AEH:EKB (6)



Q7 and Q8 will be returned to Alexandria separately. Q9 
through Q12 are forwarded with copies of this report to 
Springfield. Photographs of this evidence are retained.

Page 2 
D-690522006 JB



RECORDED FEDERAL
5/23/69 UNITED STA
plb ' ' ' • ~

-• La;

^e: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
VICEX 
(00: SPRINGFIELD)

Examination requested by: ALEXAND

Examination requested: Docuiaen

Result of Examination:

GI2- 2
** '

617^^^6(11 L&

-6f.

Specimens

Q7 ^Envelope postmarked 
AM,” which bears th 
of the Army Washi

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
TES.DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

bortrtoty Work Sheet , ' jjq FILE
latent „File # 9-49576^/^f

Lab. # D-690522006 JB

•RIA (9-5) A 5/19/69

' Examination by: HE^^BD^

; submitted for examination

I ’’ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 10 1969 
te.handwritten address ”To: Secretary
.ngton D.C.”’ _ /)

Q8 Slip qa-pajfep bearing handwritten note 1 
’’Sir; I am goingto ...” ■

j^gixning

2 - Springfield (9-1464) q-vQlZ photographed

' MAY





RECORDED ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
5/26/69 ekb UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NO LAB FILE

Lalbrat.ory Work Sheet

Re: JURGEN SCHMIDT; MELVIN R. LAIRD, File #
SECRETARY OB DEFENSE - VICTIM; Lab. #
WALTER J. HICKEL, SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERIOR - VICTIM; JOHN H. CHAFES, 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY - VICTIM; HENRY FOWLER, 
FORMER SECRETARY OF TREASURY; DAVID M. KENNEDY,

9-49576 
D-690523001 JB

SECRETARY OF TREASURY - VICTIMS; EXTORTION 00
Examination requested by:

SPRINGFIELD

Examination requested: Document received: ' 5/22/69

Result of Examination: Examination by: hr

Q9 Blue envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 10 AM 1969" 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of Treasury 
Washington D. C."

Q10 Accompanying letter on yellow ruled paper beginning "Sis;
I am going to kill you unless*,ending tAgoing to kill you Soon

Qll Pink envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL. 62002 MAY 10 AM 1969 
bearing the handwritten address "HenryFl. Fowler Washington

/ D. C.”
\ JWM 7^4^^

Q12 Accompanying*blue iKX ruled beginning "Sir: I am
going to kill youending *Soon you’ll be dead^L—,

EVIDENCE RETURNED
jBHOrCGRAFHBD



AlRTSL

5/19/69

TOi

rimi

SUBJECT:

DIR^CTCR, ZBI 
Attn: OX Laboratory

SAC, AL&XAWBIA (9-5)

JURG&M 3OmX&r$ 
MSLVIS R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY GF DSFEHSR

Re Alexandria teletype to Director, Chicago, 
Springfield, St. Louis, and WFO 5/13/69; Springfield 
teletype to Director, Alexandria, Chicago and WTO 5/14/69; 
Chicago teletype to Director, Alexandria, Springfield, and 
WFO 5/15/69; and Alexandria airtal to Director 5/15/69.

Enclosed for the laboratory are the following:

1. •envelope addressed to Secretary of the 
Amy, Washington, D.C., postmarked 5/10/69 at Alton, Ill., 
shoving return addressee as JW1W SCHMIDT, 1914 Washington 
Avenue, Alton, Ill. A copy of the envelope la also enclosed

Z* Letter which rsads as follows I

Bureau (5nc. 4) (RM) 
z - Springfield (9-1464) 
1 - St. Louis (Info) 
1 * WO (Info) 
2 • Alexandria (9-5)

(9)



AX 9-5

"Sir;

"I am going to kill you unless you pay 
some money.

"You I am going to kill real soon."

A cxyy of the letter is ala© enclosed*

The Laboratory la requested to compare the 
writing in this letter with any known writing of the subject 
and with the previously submitted letter in this case*

The Identification Division is requested to 
compare any latest fingerprints developed ca the enclosed 
items with the fingerprints of the subject being submitted 
by Springfield.

The sane latent fingerprint examination is 
requested on the envelope and letter addressed to the 
Secretary of Defense previously submitted by Alexandria 
airtal to the Director dated 5/15/69.



RECORDED 
5/23/09 
plb

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: JUOX SCHMIDT; 
MELVIM R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY Of DETEMSE 
VICEX 
(oo: springtield)

LATEST---- —
File #
Lab. #

HO LAB HB 

9-49576-/7 
9-690522006 ' JB

Examination requested by: ALKXAMD2IA , (9-5) A 5/19/69

Examination tequested: «*«>»»>>* - Da[e Jecelved. 5/21/69

Q7 Envelope postmarked "ALTOM, IL 62002 MAY 10 I960 
AM," which bears the handwritten address "To: Secretary 
of the Army Washington D.C."

Q8 Slip of paper bearing handwritten note beginning 
"Sir; X an goiag to • « .*

2 - Springfield (9-1464) PH0T0GRAPJIED

MAY 2 61909



RECORDED 
5/26/69 ekb

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NO LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: JURGEN SCHMIDT; MELVIN R. LAIRD, File # 9-49576^ /
SECRETARY OB DEFENSE - VICTIM; Lab. # D-690523001 JB
WALTER J. HICKEL, SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERIOR - VICTIM; JOHN H. CHAFER, 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY - VICTIM; HENRY FOWLER, 
FORMER SECRETARY OF TREASURY; DAVID M. KENNEDY, 
SECRETARY OF TREASURY - VICTIMS; EXTORTION 00: SPRINGFIELD

Examination requested by: Spyjagfieid (9-1464) 5/22/69

Q9 Blue envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL 62002 MAY 10 AM 1969" 
bearing the handwritten address "Secretary of Treasury 
Washington D. C." ■

Q10 Accompanying letter on yellow ruled paper beginning "Sir;
I am going to kill you unless" ending "going to kill you Soon...

QU Pink envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL. 62002 MAY 10 AM 1969* 
bearing the handwritten address "HenryFl. Fowler Washington 
D. C."

Q12 Accompanying blue MIX ruled letter beginning "Sir: I am 
going to kill you," ending "Soon you'll be dead...."

EVIDENCE RETURNED
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FEDERAlBBUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE

SPNINGSISW
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD
DATE

7/31/69
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

5/13/69 - 7/25/69
TITLE OF CASE!

mGSN^HUIDT;
1SLVIN 2. LAIRD, S3CW^.Y Cl?
D3P3NS3 27 AL - VICTIM

REPORT MADE BY

S* UCB3RT C. HAIN3S
typed by 

vh

CHARACTER OF CASE

3NTCRTI0N

RSF3RBNCB:

Springfield report of SA ROBERT C. HAIN2S dated 6/6/69, 
Alexandria letter to Springfield dated 6/19/69 interoffice, 
TpO letter to Springfield dated 3/23/69 interoil ice.

-P-

L3ADS; SPRIWISID DIVISION

;AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

Till follow and report prosecutive action in this aatter.

APPROVED

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED g3NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN!

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyES FPnO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MONTHS FIVES fxlNO

CONVlC AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

»

COPIES MAOE1

ECIAU AGENT 
N CHARGE

2

bureau (9-19576) 
USA, Springfield 
Springfield (9-1464)

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

(22 AUG. 4 1869



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 ~ ns A, Fpringfiold

Report of: XQBM’ C. 4LWJ3S Office: PP?4WI3LD
0°’*: July .31, 1969

Field Office File #: SI 9-14 64 Bureau File #: 9-4957 6

JUBGEN SCHMIDT;
MBLVIN LAW, SSCBETAAY 0? D3FBNS3 
3T AL - VICTIM

Character: BBTCBTION

Synopsis:
By letter dated 6/23/69 the Washington Field Office advised that 
information pertaining to letters in this matter had been brought 
to the attention and made available to| I
Intelligence Bivision, Metropolitan Police Depart ent, Washington, 
L. C. and further, that the United States Secret Service was already 
aware of the threats made, in view of several letters being first 
brought to their attention. Information provided by| '
11 Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Pentagon, 
set forth. Letter received by Secretary of the Army also set forth. 
Subject SCHMIDT sentenced on 6/9/69 to custody of Attorney General 
under Section 4244 and 4246 Title 13, B. S. Code,until mental 
competency to stand trial is determined.

.p.

DETAILS:

■This document,contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to
your agency; it and Its contents'are not to he distributed outside your .agency.



b6
b7C

'AX 9-5 
MMC:FSM 
1

, '__________ The following investigation was conducted by
SAl :

* On May 13, 1969,|
Physical Security Branch, Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Administration), Pentagon Building, advised that 
upon receiving the letter from JURGEN SCHMIDT to the Secretary 
of Defense he checked with Secret Service, Washington, D.C., 
and was advised that Secret Service has a file under the 
subject’s name which involved numerous threats to prominent 
persons dating back to 1962. The file indicated that 
SCHMIDT has spent time in a mental institution and vastiest 
interviewed by Secret Service in 1967. He was reported t\ 
have written a threatening letter to Secret Service in St.\ 
Louis, Mo., in 1963. Secret Service file describe JURGEN \ 
SCHMIDT as follows:

’ Race White
Sex Kale
Date of Birth November 9, 1940
Place of Birth Germany

’ Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Status

S’lO"
170 pounds
Blond
Blue b6

German alien b7C

I ladvised that Secretary of Defense
LAIRD is scheduled to go to Chicago and to arrive at 4 p.m., 
Friday, May 16, 1969. He will go to the “Chicago Sun Times 
Daily News" Building for one hour and proceed to the Conrad
Hilton Hotel where the Imperial Suite has been reserved for him. 
He will attend a 6:50 p.m. reception and a 7:30 p.m. dinner at 1 
the hotel and will depart Chicago at 10:30 p.m., May 13, 1969, 
by military aircraft from Midway Field to Washington, D.C. 1



He advised that Col. ZAIZS of the Provost 
Marshal’s Office, First Military Police Detachment (CI), 
Office of the Provost Marshal General, Forrestal Building, 
Chicago, has been assigned to handle Secretary LAIRD’s 
security while in Chicago in view of the threat made by 
SCHMIDT in his regard.



4-I5-44J

I
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/22/69 
Date_____________

b6
b7C

■ Physical
Security Branch, Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Administration), Pentagon, advised that his 
office also received a letter•addressed to the Secretary 
of Defense, Washington, D.C., postmarked May 10, 1969, at 
Alton, Ill. The return addressee was shown as JURG3M 
SCHMIDT, 1914 Washington Avenue, Alton, Ill.

The letter read as follows:

“To the Defense

“You I am going to kill. You sonabitch.

“I am going to kill you soon.

“I am throating you with your life.” b6 
b7C

|stated that this letter was opened in 
the Secretary of Defense mail room by|
at about 5:45 p.m. on May 12, 1969, when it arrived at the 
Secretary of Defense mail room.

made available the above described 
letter and envelope.

b6
b7C

.Alexandria 9-5
-Filo#_________________ ___On.

by-

5/13/69 c} Arlington, Va.

5/20/69 
Date ritetatarf --- ----

TMs document contains neither recommendotiens nor conclusions of the FSI. II ts the property of the F3I ond Is loaned to your cjencys
H cod 1’1 contents ar* not to be distributed outside your c;«nty. .

__________________________________________



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

" ...... —File#

s/wDare ciciOieo ।
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. It Is the property of the FBI ond Is loaned to your agencyi
II and Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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\ ■■ . ■ , 4 < ' ' .. '■ ' , x

’ ^0a .Tblv:25t 196^ Ass^istapt United States Attorney,: ;
Seventh District of Illinois, Springfield, -

iixinoxs aavisea tnat subject ^as Sentenced to the custody 
of the Attorney General of the United States on June 9, 1969 
under Sections 4244 and =4246 of Jitle 18r U. S. Gode until 
his mental competency to sthnd trial is determined; or until 
the pending charges against him are disposed of. | 
stated that any further proceedings have been continued in ' 
this matter. \ \ ‘ . T" ' ' /



ED-263 (Rev. 12-19-67) / v

J;EDERALJPUREAU OF INVESTIGATION " , -

reporting office

SPRINGFIELD

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD

DATE

9/29/69

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

9/23/69
TITLE OF CASE 

jurgeiZSShmidt; 
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ET AL - VICTIM

REPORT MADE SY

SA ROBERT C; HAINES

typed by

jac
CHARACTER OF CASE

EXTORTION

REFERENCE: Springfield report of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 
----------------- 7/31/69.

-p

LEADS

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At Alton, Illinois

Will follow and report prosecutive action in this

SPECIAL AGENT 
. IN CHARGE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ® NONE ACQUIT- 
TALS

CASE HAS been:
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR f^YES 00 NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER.StX MONTHS QYES fSaNO

CON VIG AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

approved

COPIES MADE:

u (9-49576)

USA, Springfield

2 - Springfield (9-1464)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

i^Requesl Reed.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd. tor CT 6^
By . 

Dol

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

> 1

17 OCT 1 1969

*EC :46

JT-109

Notations

-A*- 
COVER PAGE

CFO -1 >981 O - 299-885



FP-204 (Re*. 3-_3-59)

f ■

Un£.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF AtICE *
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’

Copy to: ' 1 - USA, Springfield

Report of: SA ROBERT C. HAINES Office: SPRINGFIELD
Dote: September 29, 1969 .

Field Office File it SI 9-1464 - । Bureau File it 9—49576

Title: JURGEN SCHMIDT; 
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ET AL - VICTIM

Character: EXTORTION

Synopsis: Records, Office of USA, SDI, Springfield, Illinois, disclosed 
subject still under treatment and will be returned to •
Springfield to stand trial when mentally competent to do b6 
same • b7c

-P-

DETAILS:

___ On September 23, 1969,1 ~
I lUnited States Attorneyf____ [Southern District
of Illinois, Springfield, Illinois, advised that records of 
that office disclosed that JURGEN SCHMIDT is still confined 
in a Federal institution at Springfield, Missouri, until such 
time as he is found mentally competent to stand trial. She 
stated that it is indicated in the files that when he is 
mentally competent, he will be returned to Springfield, Illinois, 
for trial.

J

1*

This document contains neither recommendations "hor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is Joaned to
your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your .agency-



F0-263(Rev.12-19-67) f * >

, FEDERAU|BUREAU OF INVfpTIGATfON

REPORTING OFFICE

SPRINGFIELD
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD
OATE

11/2^/69
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

11/18/69
TITLE OF CASE

JURGEN^CHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

*

REPORT MADE OY

SA ROBERT C. HAINES
Typed by

BLH
CHARACTER OF CASE

EXTORTION 
7 ,

REFERENCE SI report of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 9/29/69.

- P -

LEADS SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS:

Will follow and report prosecutive action in this matter

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED CD NONE ACQUIT* 
TALS

CASE HAS JB EENI

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR OyCS CNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

.OVER SIX MONTHS pYES f~lNO

CONVlG AUTO. FUG. FINES RAVINGS RECOVERIES

'e

APPROVED
PECIAU AGENT 
IN CHARGE

COPIES MADE*

Bureau (9-49576)

USA, Springfield c

2 - Springfield (9-1464)

NotationsDissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Retd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By
A*

COVER PAGE
gio : o • tea-ess



FO-204 (Rev. 3-4«V)

STATES DEBARTMENT OF 4BT,CE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATjdN

1 - USA, SPRINGFIELD

Report of: SA ROBERT C. HAINES
Dates November 26, 1969

Field Office File i: SI 9-1464

JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

Office: SPRINGFIELD

Bureau File #: 9-49576

Character: EXTORTION

Synopsis: United States Attorney, SDI, Bpringfield, issued ^Petition, 
Order and Writ for Habeas corpus od prosecundum on 10/31/69. 
Subject at Springfield, Mo. found mentally competent to 
stand trial.

- P -

DETAILS: '

t ' On November 18, 1969 records of the United States
Attorney’s Office, Southern District of Illinois, Springfield, 
Illinois, were reviewed and ituwds determined that on October 
31, 1969 by order of the United States Attorney, a Petition, 
Order and Writ for habeas corpus od prosecundum was issued 
for the delivery of subject, JURGEN SCHMIDT to the Southern 
District of Illinois, Springfield, Illinois to stand trial. 
These records further determined that subject SCHMIDT ^hild at 
Springfield, Missouri was found to be currently mentally competent 
to stand trial. ■

- 1*

‘'this document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is th.e property of the FBI .and Is loaned .to
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed .Outside your .agency.



12-I9-67> --

t/FEDERAI?BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

«EPORtlNG office

SPRINGFIELD
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD
PATE

1/26/70
INVESTIGATIVE IP ERIO D

1/22/70
'TITLE OF CASE?
J JURGEN SCHMIDT;
K MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY 

OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

0

REPORT made SY

SA ROBERT C. HAINES '

TYPEO SY

Jac
CHARACTER OF CASE

EXTORTION

REFERENCE: Springfield report of SA ROBERT Ci HAINES, dated 
---------------- 11/28/69. '

-P-

LEADS:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At Alton, Illinois

matter.
Will follow and report prosecutive action in this

APPROVE.©

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 05 NONE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS SEEN;

pending over one year fives fylNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION ‘

OVER SIX MONTHS QYES QnO

CON VIG AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

- Bureau (9-49576

'pecial agent 
IN CHARGE

1 - USA, Springfield

2 - Springfield (9-1464)
to JAN 28 1970

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
Agency

Request Reed.

Pite Fwd.

How Fwd.

By______

19 -A*-
COVER PAGE

CFO : 4968 O * 269-889



FP-204^Rev. 3-3-59)

U ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyjos 1 - USA, Springfield

Report of: SA ROBERT C. HAINES Office: SPRINGFIELD
Date: January 26, 1970

Field Office File #: SI 9—1464 Bureau File X: .9—49576

Title: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM ,

, b6
b7C

Character: EXTORTION

SynopwMSubject appeared in USDC, SDI, Springfield, 1/22/70 for  
arraignment before Judge OMER POOS. Through attorney | ]

I ~I defendant entered plea of not guilty to violation
Title 18, Section 876, U.S. Code. I ~| indicated he would 
seek more detailed psychiatric examination for defendant.

1 -P-

DETAILS:

JURGEN SCHMIDT appeared in U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of Illinois, Springfield, Illinois, before 
Judge OMER POOS on January 22, 1970, for purposes of arraign
ment.

Through his attorney,| 1 defendant
entered plea of not guilty to a violation of Title 18, Section 
876, U.S.Code. I [stated to the court that he
wished to seek more detailed psychiatric examination for his 
client.

Judge POOS stated he would allow thirty days for the 
defense to file any further motions in this matter before 
setting the case for trial.

1*
TThi? document Contains neither recomniendatlons nor conclusions of .the FBI* It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are hot to he distributed outside your agency*



' FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN\<STIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD
DATE 1 INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

3/20/70 3/10/70
TITLE OF CAS|2

JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

SA ROBERT C. HAINES ral
CHARACTER OF CASE " " "

EXTORTION

REFERENCE: Springfield report of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 1/26/70. 

- P -

LEADS: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At Alton, Illinois

Will .follow and report prosecutive action in this matter

CASE HAS SEEN;

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyES flNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

over six months Qyks Ono

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED QNONE ACQUIT
TALSCONVIC. AUTO* FUG. FINALS SAVINGS RECOVERIES

- A* - 
COVER PAGE

A special agent 
approved i/fy tn charge DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

-COPIES MADE!

Bureau (9-49576)

1 - USA, SPRINGFIELD

2 - Springfield (9-1464)

' 1 •' . A 1. ' ,

REC-47
--------“““5 £

IE W 23 1970
X103

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
Agency

Request Reed.
^ate Fwd.

Jow Fwd.

5 6 MAR 2 71970
CPO J 1063 O* 299-885
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TED STATES DEPARTMENT oAuSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, SPRINGFIELD

Report of: 
Date:

SA ROBERT C. HAINES 
MARCH 20, 1970

Office: SPRINGFIELD

Field Office File #: SI 9-1464 Bureau File #: 9-49576

Title: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

b6
Character: EXTORTION J b7C

Synopsis: AUSA SDI, Springfield, advised .
suoject -s trial set ror 
Springfield.

4/27/70, in USDC, SDI,

- P - 
b6

DETAILS; b7c

______On March 10. 1970, Assistant United States Attorney 
__ Southern District of Illinois, 

Springfield, Illinois, reviewed the file as it exists 
in the Office of the United States Attorney and advised 
that .subject’s trial has been docketed for April 27, 
1970, at Springfield, Illinois. He further advised 
that no new developments had transpired with regard to 
motions by the defense in this matter.

'This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI «nd is loaned Jo
your .agency; It and its contents are not to Redistributed outside your.aaency.



PLAINTEXT

eletype

TO: SACS SPRINGFIELD (9-1^)

FROM:

ST* LOUIS

DIRECTOR FB9—^19576^

b6
b7C

JURGEN SCHMIDTj MELVIN R. LAIRD,

• 1 -I I
1 - Mr. Hegvold /

FEDERAL bureau of investigation 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

APR 2 41970

teletype

SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE, ET AL* - VICTIMj EXTORTION^ 00: SPRINGFIELD.
1

REURTEL FOUR TWENTY-ONE LAST. SA ARTHUR E. HEGVOLD

CONDUCTED DOCUMENT EXAMINATIONS THIS CASE AND WILL BE AVAILABLE

TO TESTIFY IN SPRINGFIELD ON FOUR TWENTY-NINE NEXT, REGARDING

THE IDENTIFICATIONS REPORTED IN LAB REPORT FIVE TWENTY-THREE 

LAST. KNOWN WRITING USED CONSISTS OF SIGNATURES ON THREE 

FINGERPRINT CARDS IN IDENTIFICATION RECORD OF SCHMIDT. PERSONS

TAKING FINGERPRINTS NEEDED AS WITNESSES TO AUTHENTICATE

FINGERPRINT CARD SIGNATURES AS KNOWN SIGNATURES OF SCHMIDT. ALL

THREE CARDS RECEIVED FROM U.S. MARSHALL’S OFFICE SPRINGFIELD, 

ILLINOIS. FINGERPRINTS ON TWO CARDS TAKEN BY I I b6
b7C

CARDS DATED FOUR SEVEN SIXTY-TWO AND ONE ELEVEN SIXTY-THREE, 4* * *
BOTH NUMBERED TWO SEVEN FIVE. FINGERPRINTS THIRD CARD TAKEN

1 DATED FIVE SE^WifN LAST AND NUMBERED ONE NINEBY

E.

“MAIL

.Tolson ——
DeLOach —five 
Walters

Bishop 
'Cesser 
£alXah-an 
Con 
Fejt^, 
Cal?

$u!hv<in^ 
Tav^l

Tele, fa

taw

GaiKly.^^

4?



TELETYPE TO SPRINGFIELD 
ST. LOUIS 

JURGEN SCHMIDT 
9-49576

SA HEGVOLD WILL ARRIVE ST. 1OUIS AT NINE ZERO FOUR

AM ON FOUR TWENTY-EIGHT NEXT, VIA TWA FLIGHT FOUR NINE ONE.

IF PRESENT OZARK STRIKE NOT TERMINATED, ST. ‘LOUIS

IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH BUREAU CAR FOR TRAVEL OF SA HEGVOLD

AND SA| ~| OF THE ALEXANDRIA DIVISION FROM

ST. .LOUIS TO SPRINGFIELD MORNING FOUR TWENTY-EIGHT NEXT.

SPRINGFIELD ADVISE THE BUREAU ATTENTION LABORATORY

SHOULD SCHEDULE OF TRIAL HE CHANGED.

b6
b7C

(2)



NR007 SI PLAIN
• fEDERAL BUREAU of INVESTIGATION

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

728 PM NITEL ^21-70 AEF

TO DIREC R (9-49576) AND TELETYPE b6
b7C

.Mr. Tolson —.
Mr. DeLoadu-—. 
Mr. Walters^—. 
Mr. Mohr.
Mr. Bishop
Mr. Casper-.—4

. Callahan

ALEXANDRIA (9-5)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (9-1464) (IP)

r.Felt 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rosen— 
Mr. Sullivan. 
Mr. Tavel—„ 
Mr. Soyars-, 
Tele. Room—. 
Miss Holmes. 
.Miss Gandy-

JURGEN SCHMIDT; MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,

ET AL - VICTIM; EXTORTION; 00: SPRINGFIELD b7C

AUSA SDI, SPRINGFIELD, ADVISED

TODAY TRIAL SCHEDULED TO BEGIN USDC, SPRINGFIELD, CAPTIONED

MATTER APRIL TWENTYNINE NEXT REQUESTED PRESENCE OF

T

HANDWRITING ANALYST WHO HANDLED HANDWRITING COMPARISONS

INSTANT MATTER AND SUBMITTED REPORT DATED MAY TWENTYTHREE, b6
b7C

SIXTYNINE.

ALSO REQUESTED PRESENCE OF SA

OF THE ALEXANDRIA DIVISION IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH CHAIN OF

EVIDENCE CONCERNING EXTORTION LETTER AND

TO TESTIFY UACB

REQUESTED

NECESSARY EXHIBITS FOR

LABORATORY ANALYST AND

APRIL TWENTYEIGHT NEXT

END

ROSEN

SHOULD APPEAR

THAT HANDWRITING ANALYST B.

PRESENTATION IN COURT

G WITH HIM

ESENCE OF

SA

b6
b7C

hEQlQ^D FOR TWELVE

EBR FBI WASH DC

FO^fES^PRETRIAL CONFERENCE^ ApR 28 1970



59)9*1,94OPTIONAL K>*M NO. 
MAY 1*42 fWYtQN ’

OSA OEM. REO. NO. 2J

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum 1 b6
b7C

DATE: May 1, 1970

'Telson um 

DeLaach.-, 
Wolters —u 
MrA... . .
Bishop uu 
.Casper 
Callahan — 
Cowad

..yfj 
GgleyC^ 
'Rosen 
JuUjvaCL 
Tavel uu— 
Soyars 
Tele. Room 
Holmes ——. 
’Gandy M—w

JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE, et al. - VICTIM 
.EXTORTION

On April 29, 1970, SA Arthur E. Hegvold 
appeared in U.S. District Court, Springfield, Illinois, 
to testify regarding the handwriting identifications 
made in connection with this case.

Jurgen Schmidt, an often time mental patient, 
was charged with sending a threatening communication 
through' the U.S. mails' threatening the life of the 
Secretary of Defense. SA Hegvold testified that ■ 
certain writings appearing bn this letter were made 
by Schmidt. The Defense'was contending that Schmidt 
was suffering .from a mental illness at the time the 
offense was' committed.

SA Hegvold was released prior to a verdict 
being returned' and the outcome is not known.

.RECOMMENDATION: None, For information.'
9-49576
1 - Mr. DeLoach___________
1 - ’Mr. Rosen I I
1 - Mr. Bishop

i -1 n

b6
b7C

REC-32



- ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Qi

< REPORTING OFFICE

SPRINGFIELD
office of origin

SPRINGFIELD
OATS

5/16/70
investigative period

5/1/70 - 5/4/70
TITLE OF CASE

JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

report made .by

SA ROBERT C. HAINES \
TYPED SY

Jah
CHARACTER OF CASE .......................

EXTORTION

REFERENCE; ,

Springfield report of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 3/20/70.

C -

ENCLOSURES

w w 
Sa >5 &

TO BUREAU
a •

One copy of Disposition Sheet concerning final disposition 
in this matter. ,

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ft ' ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED QN0NE ACQUIT
TALS

CASE HAS SEEN! 1/

Fending over one year TByeS JOno
PENDING PROSECUTION ’ "

OVER .SIX MONTHS CJVES CInO

C?NVtG AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVING? RECOVERIES

1
APPROVED

COPIES MADE!

SPECIAL, AGENT
/>NXHARGE

- Bureau (9-49576) (Enc. 1)

1 - USA, Springfield 10 MAY -2© 1970

COVER PAGE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy Io; 1 - USA, Springfield

Report of: 
Date:

SA ROBERT C. HAINES SPRINGFIELDMay 16, 1970 Off!c“

Field Office SI 9-1464 9-49576

Title: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ET AL - VICTIM

Character: EXTORTION

Synopsis: On 5/4/70, jury returned verdict of not guilty.

- C -

DETAILS:

Trial was held in U. S. District Court, Southern 
District of Illinois, Springfield, Illinois, in instant 
matter commencing on April 29, 1970, and concluding on 
May 4, 1970. At the conclusion of the trial, the jury 
returned a verdict of not guilty to a violation of Title 18, 
Section 876, U. S. Code.

1*

This document contains neither Tecammendatlobs nor .conclusions of ths FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It .and Its .contents are not to he distributed Outside your agency.



! >S6«... FED«Al BUREAU' of investigation
Washington, D. 0. '2052^^

REPORT 
'of the 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOVR F.ILE NQcCf * Q-C .
Fei file nq.^* 9-49576 — $

LATENT CASE WO.

TO: SAC, Alexandria

May 21, 1971

re: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
HONORABLE MELVIN R. LAIRD 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION

REFERENCE: Airtel 4/30/71
examination requested by: Alexandria
sPEdMEws. envelope3, Q13, Q15, Q17

Three letters, Q14, Q16, Q18

Listed Q specimens further described in separate 
Laboratory report*

Two latent fingerprints developed Q18. No 
latent prints of value developed remaining specimens*

Latent fingerprints not identical fingerprints 
Jurgen Schmidt, FBI ^S07989D*

Mohr 
Bishop 
Brennan, CD.-, 
Callahan^ 
Casper wo. 
Conrad 
Dalbey 
Felt „ 
Cale 4 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Waite 
Soyar 
Tele, Room 
Holmes -,T r 
Gandy

Q13 through Q18 enclosed.

Enc. (8)

2 Springfield (9-1464)

Tulsita .n-.-u»rr_v-uiBL
Sullivan

MAIL

IS REPORT IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

teletype uhnTi.ri 1



. '* ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
RECORDED UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NO? LAB PIEL 
5/5/71 mab Recorded 5-18-71 3:30 p.m. mjk Received 5-18-71 

, Laboratory Work Sheet ■
9-49576-^3 

D-710504084 JB

LC#A-7199

b6 
b7C .

He: LATENT F1Ie *
SURGES SCHMIDTj Lab. *
Hon. MELVIN R. LAW, 
Secretary of Defense - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

sr

Examination requested by: Alexandria (9-5) A. 4/30/71

Examination requested: Document - Eingerpri nt re6eived: 5/3/71

Result of Examination: Examination by: nvrvntl

Q13 Envelope postmarked "A TON, IL APR 9 PM 1971 62002" 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Washington D. C." 

handwritten
Q14 Accompanying one-page/letter beginning "Dear Blood 

I’ll kill...”

Q15Envelope postmarked ’’ALTON, IL APR 12 PM 1971 62002, 
bearing handwritten address " Secretary of Defense 
/Melvin Laird Washinton D. C.”

Q16

Q17

Q18

Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"Bear Blood I’ll kill..."

Envelope postmarked ’’TROY, IL APR 13 AM 1971 62294 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
xftelvin Laird Washington D. C." [

handwritten k
Accompanying* one-page/letter beginning "Dear Blood 
You I’ll kill..."

Time
2-
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* —*
b6
b7C

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
Via

TO

FROM

a

.'<CX

F B I

Date: 4/30/71

(Type in plaintext or (ode)
AIR MAIL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (9-49576) 
(Attention: FBI laboratory)

SAC, ALEXANDRIA (9-5)(P)

JURGEN SCHMIDT/)
Hon. MELVIN R.&LAIRD, 
Secretary of Defense-VICTIM 
EXTORTION

OO:SPRINGFIELD

71050^08*4

Re Alexandria letter*to Director, 5/19/69; report 
of SA ROBERT C. HAINES, dated 5/19/69, at Springfield.

Enclosed for the Laboratory are the following:

1. Envelope addressed to the Secretary of Defens 
from JURGEN SCHMIDT, postmarked April 9, 1971, 
at Alton, Illinois, enclosing letter bearing 
Security Division, Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, stamp dated 14 April, 1971.

2. Envelope addressed to the Secretary of Defense 
from JURGEN SCHMIDT, postmarked April 12, 1971, 
at Alton, Illinois, bearing Security Division, 
Office of the ^^r&tary of Defense, stamp 
dated 15 ApijJ^^^l, enclosing a letter marked 
# 2‘for identi ~

3. , Envelope addressed
from JURGEN SCHMIDT, postmarked April 13, 1971, 
ah #Troy, Illinois, enclosings a letter. Both 
envelope and letter, bear the Security Division, 
Office of the, Secretary of Defense stamp dated 
15 April ,41971.^

.Bureau (Encl. SXK* 
Springfield (9-14 
Alexandria (9

LEncr."'3)---------------------
MMC:bjm (7)

Sent . • .................. .. M

b6
b7C



AX 9-5

Enclosed for the Springfield Division are.copies of 
each of the above envelopes and letters. -

The enclosures were made available by the Security * 
Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Pentagon, - 
Room1(3B272 on April 14 and 16. '

• It should be noted that the subject was previously
tried in U. S. District Court, Springfield, Illinois, for 
a similar offense involving the Secretary of Defense. The 
final disposition of that case is not known by the Alexandria 
Division.

The Laboratory is requested to compare the enclosed I 
specimens with previous submissions in this case and determine \ 
if written by the subject.

The Identification Division is requested to conduct 
a latent fingerprint examination on the enclosed specimens 
and if latents obtained, compare with the fingerprints of 
JURGEN SCHMIDT.

LEADS: ■

SPRINGFIELD

At Troy, Illinois

Will conduct appropriate investigation and contact 
Assistant U. S. Attorney for prosecutive opinion.

ALEXANDRIA

At Arlington, Virginia

Will maintain contact with the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense, Pentagon, and advise of results of investigation.

2













Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72

LABOHATORT X-t-.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: SAC, Alexandria (9-5) Date: May 18, 1971

He: JURGEX SCHMIDTk 
BOX* MELVIS R3UIR0,

EXTORTION 
00: Springfield

Examination requested by: Alexandria

FBI File Ro. 
tab. No- 9-49576 

I>-710504084 JB

Reference;

Examination requested:

Airtel 4/30/71 
'f I

Document *• Fingerprint

Remarks:

The results of the latent fingerprint exaninati 
requested and the return of the evidence will be handled 
separately*

MAILED 24

MAY 181971
FBI

EX-104

Sullivan -—j-.- 
Mohr j- 
Bishop 
Brennan, C.D 
Callahan 
Casper 
Conrad 
Dalhey r„ 
Felt.^^, 
Gate^_. 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Walters
Boyars .y<wi 
Tele, Room

' Holmes 
Candy

b (

MAILROOM

i» MA'*20 ;$7] 54

osures (2) (2 L*b report) 
Springf 1^ (9-1464) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

o ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
TELETYPE UNITCO



7-1 b REPORT 
of the

* ndr*,** LABORATORY

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Be:

SAC, Alexandria (9-5)
Date:
FBI File
Dab. NO-

JURGEN SCHMIDT:
HON. MELVIN ». LAIRD, 
Secretary of Defense - VICTIM} 
EXTORTION

No my 18, 187 
9-49576 
D-710

Specimens received
5/3/71

Q13 Envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL APR 9 PM 1971 62092” 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Washington' D. C."

Q14 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"Dear Blood I’ll kill..."

Q15 Ravelope poctmarked ’’ALTON, IL APR 12 PM 1971 62002 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Melvin Laird Washington D. C." .

.sen , » - a . - - •- *

Q16 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"Dear Blood I’ll kill..."

Q17 Envelope postmarked "TBOY, IL APR 13 AM 1971 62294," 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Melvin Laird Washington D. C."

018 Accompanying one^page handwritten letter beginning 
"Dear Blood Won I’ll kill..,”

'7

Result of examination:

ft

, It was determined that the writing appearing on
Q13 through Q18 was prepared by the writer of^l through 
Q12, previously submitted in this case.

It was further determined that the Schmidt 
Tois®. _---------signatures appearing An the return address areas os the 

-Q13 Qis and Q17 envelopes and the Schmidt signature on 
X7Z= th. QIS latter tete written by JCTCEM Bawlin', 

yBIg807989B. whooe known writing consists of signatures 
c»sper —-on fingerprint cards*
CoM.d .. ... ...,,

Specimens Q13 through Q18 have been photographed 
Rosen —-and win be returned separately*
Tavel . ......... ' f
Walters ■■ ; ! ,
Soyara^,,,,^^^^ =
"Tele. Room 
”±7 . . ' TELETYPE UNITO .



1-2

Re:

>

RECORDED 
5/5/71 mab

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION T _ „TT,y
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N0 LAB FIEL

Laboratory Work Sheet

. LATENT
JURGEN SCHMIDT; A
Hon. MELVIN R. LAIRS, 
Secretary of Defense - VICTIM 
EXTORTION

File #
Lab. #

9-49576 
D-710504084 JB

Examination requested by: Alexandria (9-5) A. 4/30/71

Q13

Q14

Envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL APR 9 PM 1971 62002" 
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense 
Washington D. C." ■

handwritten
Accompanying one-page/letter beginning "Dear Blood 
I’ll kill..."

Q15Envelope postmarked "ALTON, IL APR 12 PM 1971 62002f 
bearing handwritten address " Secretary of Defense 
<A4elvin Laird Washinton D. C."

Q16 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"Bear Blood I’ll kill..."

( Q17 Envelope postmarked "TROY, IL APR 13 AM 1971 62294,"
bearing handwritten address "Secretary of Defense

/ j^elvin Laird Washington D. C." 
rj handwritten

^£7/.' Q18 Accompanyingx one-page/letter beginning "Dear Blood
' You I’ll kill..."
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Fir-204 (Rev..3-3-5$)
UN D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, Springfield

Report of: SA ROBERT C. HAINES Office: SPRINGFIELD
Date; 5/24/71

Field Office File it SI 9-1464 Bureau File #: 9-49576

Title: JURGEN SCHMIDT;
HONORABLE MELVIN R. LAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM

Character: EXTORTION

Synopsis;

Three letters addressed to Secretary of Defense, Washington, D. C., 
postmarked in April, 1971, with return address JURGEN SCHMIDT, 
200 East Taylor, Troy, Illinois, contained threats against 
Secretary of Defense. Subject admits writing letters but claims 
had no intention of carrying out threats. Administrator of 
Professional Care Home, which is residence of subject, Troy, 
Illinois, disclosed subject admitted to her he wrote such letters, 
stating he becamed annoyed and mentally disturbed because of 
restrictions placed on occupants of Shelter Care Home. AUSA, 
SDI, Springfield, declined prosecution of subject for violation 
Extortion Statute in view of his mental state, because of his 
mental condition which was elicited in prior trial for extortion.

-C-

DETAILS:

Predication

Investigation in this matter is predicated upon 
receipt of information that three (3) letters were received 
by the Office of the Secretary of Defense all of which were 
postmarked in April, which are described as follows:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It Is the property ot the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; It .and Its contents .are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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I. Description of Letters

1. Envelope addressed to the Secretary of 
Defense from JURGEN SCHMIDT, postmarked 
April 9, 1971, at Alton, Illinois, enclosing 
letter bearing Security Division, Office of 
the Secretary of Defense, stamp date 14 April, 
1971.

2. Envelope addressed to the Secretary of Defense 
from JURGEN SCHMIDT, postmarked April 12, 
1971, at Alton, Illinois, bearing Security 
Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
stamp dated 15 April, 1971, enclosing a 
letter marked #2 for identification.

3. Envelope addressed to Secretary of Defense 
from JURGEN SCHMIDT, postmarked April 13, 
1971, at Troy, Illinois, enclosing a letter. 
Both envelope and letter bear the Security 
Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
stamp dated 15 April, 1971.

II. Content of Letters

The letters contained the following:

"Dear Blood"

"I'll kill you real soon 
I mean it.
I'll kill you.
I might go to Jail, But I 
don't care
Will you please deport me 
back to Germany 
if not I'll kill you."

-2-



SI 9-1464

’’May 1, 1971 ”

’’Dear Blood”

”1’11 kill you 
I’ll Kill you soon 
Bstd”

"JURGEN SCHMIDT”

’’Dear Blood”

"You I*’ll kill you 
real soon”

•’Yours, 
Blood”

-3-
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III. Interview of JURGEN SCHMIDT

-4-



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

X

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

1 n-.. May 24, 1971

JURGEN SCHMIDT was interviewed at his employment, 
Specialized Services, Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois. 
At the outset of the interview, an Advice of Rights and Waiver 
form was furnished to SCHMIDT which he signed. This form was 
explained to him by Special Agent ROBERT C. HAINES.

Xerox copies of letters addressed to the Secretary 
of Defense and which are quoted verbatim above were displayed 
to SCHMIDT, and he readily admitted that he wrote the letters. 
He said that to the best of his recollection, he wrote approxi
mately six such letters in mid-April, 1971, because he was 
mentally disturbed over limitations imposed on residents of a 
shelter care home where he lives in Troy, Illinois. He identi
fied the shelter care home as the Professional Care Home at 
200 East Taylor, Troy, Illinois. SCHMIDT stated that whenever 
he becomes disturbed over outside Influences or feels confined 
or restricted in some way, he becomes upset and is motivated to 
write letters.

SCHMIDT stated that he had no Intention whatsoever of 
carrying out the threats and that after writing the letters, he 
felt somewhat relieved. He further advised that he lost his 
sense of tenseness after the restrictions on residents of the 
shelter care home were lifted in Troy, Illinois. SCHMIDT 
expressed remorse at writing the letters quoted above and re
iterated the fact that he would never harm anyone. The following 
is a description of JURGEN SCHMIDT obtained from observation 
and Interrogation.

Race:
Sex:
Age:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Height:
Weight: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 
Marital Status

White 
Male 
30 years 
November 9, 1940 
Hamburg, Germany 
5»10" 
200 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 
Single

n„ 5/14/71 Alton. Illinois FiU* SI 9-1464____________ _
SA ROBERT DALE SCHULER

by SA ROBERT C. HAINES RCH/kkS Bot# 5/20/71
Thi.document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

-5-
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b6
b7C

IV. Interview of[

' I I Professional Care Home,
200 East Taylor, Troy, Illinois, advised on May 14, 1971, that 
JURGEN SCHMIDT is a resident at the Professional Care Home and 
that he is staying there under a shelter care situation as a 
releasee from the Alton State Hospital. | [stated
that in mid-April, 1971, SCHMIDT told her that he had written 
some letters to the Secretary of Defense in Washington, D. C., 
and that he was concerned at writing them because he knew this 
was wrong on his part. She said that he wrote the letters after 
some restrictions were placed on residents of the Professional 
Care Home in Troy, Illinois, by the City Administration. She 
further stated that after the restrictions were lifted, SCHMIDT 
seemed to relax mentally and physically and was responding well 
to psychiatric care as well as to the shelter care residence 
and employment. She said that reports on his work at the 
Specialized Services in Alton, Illinois, which was also an 
affiliate of the Alton State Hospital, were good and that the 
matter had been discussed.with his supervisors at Specialized 
Services after his admission as to writing the above-mentioned 
letters.

___ (stated that in view of the fact the 
administrators and supervisors were aware of JURGEN SCHMIDT’s 
propensity for writing letters, they would take more precautions 
to censor his mail in the future and would attempt to offer him 
more guidance during psychiatric sessions.

b5

V. Prosecutive Opinion

»6*-
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F B I
5/14/69

Transmit the following in.
£ !

Via TELETYPE

PLAINTEXT

Date:

. (Typo in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

u

Mr. M
Mr. PeL'fach.
Me, V 'hr —

'If

Tav HMr

b6 
“b7C

Mr. Ti otter— 
Tele. Room.—

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS, SPRINGFIELD, CHICAGO 
ST. LOUIS

FROM SAC WFO (9-NEW)

JURG HMIDT MELVIN R. LAIRD

EXTORTION (QO SPRINGFIELD)

Miss Gandy*

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE - VICTIM 
b6 per US Secret Service, per FBI 
b7C per US Secret Service, per FBI /

RE ALEXANDRIA TEL MAY THIRTEEN LAST

SECRET SERVICE AGENT

ADVISES LAST SECRET SERVICE INTEREST IN SUBJECT, SECRET

SERVICE FILE NUMBER AUG

WASHINGTON, D.C

TWENTYTHREE NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, WHEN PATIENT AT ALTON STATE

HOSPITAL, ILLINOIS. FILE SHOWS MENTAL CONFINEMENTS

NINETEEN FIFTYNINE - NINETEEN SIXTY AND NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE -

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, DIAGNOSED AS PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE 

PERSONALITY. OTHER PLACES OF CONFINEMENT JACKSONVILLE STATE

HOSPITAL, ILLINOIS, SPRINGFIELD MEDICAL CENTER, ILLINOIS. 
vREC 17

HAS WRITTEN THREATENING, OBSCENE LETTERS INVPAST>TO HENRY 
5 MAY J5 1369

FOWLER, FORMER SECRETARY OF TREASURY AND TO SECRET SERVICE, 
b6 per US Secret Service, per FBI waamm —

ST LOUIS. b7C per US Secret Service, per FBI

^>Bureau 
3-Teletype Unit 
2-WFO

tent Per .................................
Special Agent in Charge



..4 ♦ ";' ‘
[ F B1 I

• , Date: I
I

Transmit the following in - I
(Type tn plaintext or coM •

Via-______ ...................... „ -------------------------...--- ---------- ------------- ----
(Priority) j

MW “* » M.-WWWW ■ * -1* .WW.WWW»MWrM> JW.-WM W. WW.WW *■ WMWW MW WW-WW Ww WW WWJWW MW WW W MW KH MW *• W* Ww MW WW «W W* MW'Xw W< MWMWMW »ww MW.'WW

£

WFO SrNEW
PAGE TWO; . b6 per US Secret Service I

' b7C per US Secret Service

»SEVERAL ARRESTS FOR EXTORTION AND THREATS THROUGH

MAIL, FBI NUMBER

INTERVIEWED BY SECRET SERVICE IN APRIL, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO, WAS 

DISGUSTED, DEPRESSED AND REMORSEFUL, PROMISED TO WRITE NO 

MORE LETTERS.

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS WITH HIS MOTHER, ELSIE GRAHAM, 

THREE THREE ZERO NORTH AURORA, COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS.

SPRINGFIELD ADVISE IF THOROUGH REVIEW OF SECRET SERVICE 

FILE DESIRED. P.

Approved: - - Sent........, ............. M Per ,............- ■
Special Agent in Charge



FD-3MRev.‘5*22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/16/69

Transmit the following in .
(Type'in plaintext ar code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, WFO (9-2^71) (P)

CT: JURGEN SCHMI 
MELVIN L 
of Defense 
EXT 
(OO:SI)

IRD
et al -

For info of

$retary
ICTIMS

New York, subject mailed letter
threatening nature on May 10, 1969 at Alton, Illinois 
Secretary of Defense* Was identified and arrested at 
Illinois by Bureau agents on 5/14/69 for violation of
USC, Section 876, for this offense. When interviewed 
he had also written and mailed letters on the same date to

of a 
to 
Alton, 
Title 18, 
he stated

HENRY H.H^WyER, the Secretaries 
/possibly th^lsecretary of State

On 5/15/69

rmy, Navy, Interior, and 
b6 Per NCIS and FBI 
b7C Per NCIS and FB

I Headquarters of the Naval

Investigative Service, Arlington, Virginia, t£lephonically con

A
tacted SA[ and advised that he was in
possession of the letter sent to the Secretary of Navy. He ad
vised that he had notified Secret Service and one of their agents
was

2 -
2 -
1 -

en route to pick it up

Bureau
Springfield
New York
Alexandria (Info)
WFO ,

tuMM 1» ®69
WEN:jej 
(9)

in Charge
Sent Per J



WFO 9-2271

b6 Per FBI and NCIS 
b7C Per FBI and NCIS

--------- On the same date. U. S. Secret Service agent _________  
advised SA I I that his office was in possession 

of the letter received by the Secretary of Navy and also the 
one received by the Secretary of Interior. He stated he would 
make these available to the Bureau liaison contact on the fol
lowing day. Additionally, he advised t^at mail addressed to

is forwarded to himformer Secretary of Treasury HENRY
at Goldman, Sachs Company, 55 BroadStkebt, New York, New York
or his residence al 
York.

New York, New

* :

Also on the same date,

TV
Protective

Services Division, United States Department of State, advised 
S4| | that no threatening letters had been received by the
Secretary of State this week.

The letter sent to the Secretary of Army has been 
obtained by the Alexandria Division.

LEAD

NEW YORK

AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK. Contact former Secretary 
of Treasury HENRY FOWLER at above set forth addresses to de
termine if letter received this week from the subject, and if 
so, forward to Lab.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

WASHINGTON, P.O. 20226
b6 per USSS and NCIS 
b7C per USSS and NCIS

Date: May 16/1969

BY LIAISON

TO

FROM

Federal Bureau of Investigatig 
Attn: SA|

JAMES J. ROWLEY, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT

On May 14, 1969, your Bureau arrested the subject in 
Alton, Illinois, for violation of 18 USC 876. 
was charged with writing an extortion letter to 
Secretaryof Defense Laird. SA I Iof
your Washington Field Office is aware of the full 
details of this case. b6 per US Secret Service, per FBI 

b7C per US Secret Service, per FBI

Attached are the originals of two additional letters
authored by the subject, which may constitute violations.

The first is addressed to the Secretary of the Naw.__  
SA______________ [received the letter)___________________

|on May 15, 1969. Both have initialed 
the letter. I I has been provided background
information on the subject from our files. The second
letter is addressed to the Secretary of the Interior.
SAj received the letter from I

IDirector of Security. Department of the Interior, 
on May 15. 1969. SaF Hinitialed the letter;
however,|[did not. | has also been
provided background information.on

REC 1^
Please furnish this Service your r 
as well as all previous reports av

Attachmen^^jNM:
Two original letters from subject

er
•ject

b6 per USSS
b7C per USSS



b6 per USSS and NCIS 
b7C per USSS and NCIS

NO. 10 
9010-403 • )

UNITED S^TES iGOVlWMENT 

Memorandum

,1. As you asked in your call this morning,_________(recent letter to the
Secretary of the Navy is attached. Since- it was apparently opened :in Ss.CNAVs
znailroom, and handled through intermediate mailrooms on its way to me, you
may not be able to develop any of prints under all the others. I
have handled it by its edges. Please return a copy of the letter to me for 
our files. We would also like to have a copy of any report you may make on 

current threats against senior officials.



TRUE COPY

Sir;

I am going to kill You 

unless You Pay Your 

Bill.

Yes, I am going to 

kill You Sir.

TRUE COPY



J

T R* U E COPY

Sir;

I am going to kill

You soon unless

You Pay Your Bill

Yes, I am going 

to kill You.

TRUE COPY



* May 15, 1969 ‘ -
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVRDIVISION

Attached advises that 
the individual who mailed a threatening 
communication to Secretary of Defense Laird 
was interviewed by our Springfield Office on 
5/14/69. He admitted writing and mailing 
the letter to the victim and threatening 
communications to several other Govern
mental officials. U. S. Attorney, Southern 
District of Illinois, authorized prosecution, 
warrant was obtained and thexsubjectzice 
arrested 5/14/69. Secret Service is being' 
advised as well as the other individuals 
reportedly receiving letters. .

b6 per USSS and NCIS , 
b7C per USSS and NCIS

CRM: ms



TREASURY DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 20226 b6 per US Secret Service, per FBI 
b7C per US Secret Service, per FBI

Date: May 20, 1969

BY LIAISON

Federal Bureau of Investinati nnzpi /i 
Attn: Special Agent I _

FROM : JAMES J. ROWLEY, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: , \

Reference is made to my letter of May 16, 1969^\

Attached are the originals of two additional letters, 
which may constitute violations. The first is 
addressed to Mr. Henry Fowler, Former Secretary of 
the Treasury. The second is addressed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury (unnamed)• I received 
the letters on this date from the office of 

] Assistant Secretary of the

Treasury for Enforcement and Operations.
of that office, advised the letters

were forwarded to her from the Treasury Department’s 
Executive Secretariat. No initials appear on the 
letters except mine. The letters are date stamped 
by the Executive Secretariat.

b6
b7C

Attachments

Two original letters



TRUE COPY

Sir;
I am going to kill you unless you pay 

your Bill,

Yes I am going to kill you soon«

TRUE COPY



TRUE COPY

Sir;
I am going to kill you, unless you send me 

some money. I am ^oing to kill you.

Soon you'll be dead.

■ TRUE COPY
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