U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
September 9, 2022

MR. JOHN R. GREENEWALD JR.
THE BLACK VAULT

SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384-4520

FOIPA Request No.: 1352247-001
Subject: CHURCH, FRANK FORRESTER, IlI

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
that are responsive to your request. The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United
States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which
indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of
Exemptions.
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9 pages were reviewed and 8 pages are being released.

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

r Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].

I This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you.

We are consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information
when the consultation is completed.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals.
“Part 3" includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation
of Exemptions.




For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation's determination in response to this request,
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail,
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison at
foipaguestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park,
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at 202-741-5769. :

See additional information which follows.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief
Record/Information

Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosure(s)

Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main entity record search of the Central Records
System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and the standard
search policy, see the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum General Information Section.

This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to
you at no charge. Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed.

Records that may have been responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could not be
reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is carried out under
supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301
as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 44, United States Code, Section 3310 as
implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1229.10.

A record that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request has been
transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). If you wish to review these records, submit
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to NARA, Special Access and FOIA, 8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500,
College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the file numbers 9-HQ-57204; 89-HQ-3421 and 9-HQ-52453.



FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed

information.

Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

@

(i)

5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

(@

(ii)

(il

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any
individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a
(B)(7)E), (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do
not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative,
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices,
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.

a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of
an investigation

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every
person, subject, or entity.

Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks - often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment,
naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.




(b)(1)

(b)(2)

(b)(3)

(b)(4)

(b)(5)

(b)(6)
(bX7)

(b)8)

(b)(9)

(d)(5)

(G)2)

(k)(1)

(k)2)

k)3)

(k)(4)

(k)(5)

(k)(6)

®)(7)

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOI



This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com
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CHARLES R. TIEFENTHALER; SENATQR FRANK CHURC
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, 00: BUTTE.

o OF DECEMBER 4,

? OFFICER, VETERAR'S ADMINISTRATIOY, BOISE, IDAHO,

CHARLES R. TIEFEWTHALER HAS VISITED THAT OFFICE FRuQ\é\i;\Y

Iit 4% EFFORT TO HAVE SERVICE CONNECTED DISA"—’ILITIE..

1978, | VETERAN' S SE

INCREASEL FRGM 1€-PERCENT TO [28-PERCEWT. SURJECT SERVED
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BT -, PAGE TWO, UNCLAS ‘

SUBJECT HAS A SEVERE MEWTAL PROELEM, DIAGHOSED
76-PERCENT SCHRIZOPHRENIA, AND AS A RESULT WAS AWARDED
TOTAL DISABILITY BEWEFITS, MNON-SERVICE CONMNECTED, AN
PAID A PENSION FROM 1971 TO 1975. FROM 1976 TO PRESENT
HIS 1%-PERCENT SERVICE CONNECTED COMPENSATION WAS THE
HIGHER BENEFIT PAYAELE.

VETERAN'S ADMINISTRATION BEMEFIT'S COUNSELOR CONTACTED
SUBJECT TO DETERMIKE STATE OF INCOME - HKET WORTH. DURING
INTERVIEW SUBJECT BECAME UPSET, VERY IRATE, A SAID HE
WAS GOIRG TO MURDER SENATOR CHURCH AND OTHERS, PERHAPS A
BUNCH OF L7, LS AID L9-YEAR-OLDS AMND THROW THEIR BODIES
Of THE STATE CAPITAL STEPS. SUBJECT THEREAFTER INTERVIEWED

BY VETERAN'S SERVICZ OFFICER AT WHICH TIME SUBJECT BROX
DCWN AND CRIED.

SUbJECT DESCRIEBED Wi, DOB AUGUSTI 24, 1924, 57127,
162 POURDS, GRAY HaIR, BLUE EYES.‘§SAN 217-16-53855,

| VETERAN'S CLAIM NUMBER 9188413, DIVORCED, RESIDENCE IDAHO
SCLDIER'S HOME, EOISE, IDAHO.

U. €. SECRET SERVICE, SENATOR CHURCH'S FIELD OFFICE, USA,
AKD PD ALL AT BOISE, IDAHO, NOTIFIED LOCALLY.

h
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Us S, SECRET SERVICE ADVISED FBI INVESTIGATION
OT BEING IMITIATED,

NCIC NEGATIVE.

LHM FOLLOWYS.
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SUBJECT: CHARLES R,—TI ENTHALER
Senator FRAN&HURCH ~ VICTI wonzh =
SIONAL ASSASSINATION STATUTE (A)
00: Butte’
£/
“j{}’ Re Butte teletype to the Bureau, 12/5/78.
Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and
five copies of an LHM suitable for dissemination, "'M’
LHM has been disseminated locally to U. S, p
Secret Service and U, S. Attorney.
No further investigation is being conducted
by the Butte Division, UACB.
SUBJECT HAS THREATENED U. S. OFFICIALS AND HAS
SERVICE~-CONNECTED DiSABLLLITY FOR SCHIZOPHRENIA.
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UNITED STATES D'EPAR'ﬁ‘MENT oF IUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF‘ INVESTIGATION

Butte, Montana 59701

In Reply, Pl
ﬁkﬁ?',”*Rf”” - . December 13, 1978.

.. CHARLES R. TIEFENTHALER;
. SENATOR FRANK CHURCH - VICTIM -
*. - CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION STATUTE.

L On December 4, 1978 | Veterans - - - = . b6
.. Service Officer, Veterans Adminlstratlon (vA), U. 8. . . " bIC
. Court House and Federal Building, 550 West Fort Street,
Boise, Idaho, advised that CHARLES R. TIEFENTHALER has
prev1ously been a frequent visitor to the VA Office, San -~ .
Francisco, California.  He has. visited the. B01se VA Office -
~frequently since approximately September, 1978, and his’
official records were forwarded from San Franc1sco and \ :
-~ were received at 301se, Idaho, Office on December 1 s e
-1978, . & . A . : ‘ 2

: TIEFENTHALER served in the U, S. Marlne Corps :

. from June 19, 1944 to June 5/ 1946, . He presently quali-

i fies for 10% service connected dlsablllty, due to shrapnel
wounds in the abdomen, and receives $44.00 monthly com-. '
pensation, Hepreviously had been denied service connected

- disability for'schizophrenia, headaches, rhinitis, back,

2 h1p, 1eg, arthritis, stomach, hernia, hearlng, varlcose
velns ‘and. nervous condltlons._ '

£ [ hdv1sed that TIEFENTHALER.has a severe . R Y
mental pro em diagnosed 70% schizophrenia, and as a re- = = bic
. Ssult was awarded’ total disability. benefits, :non-service ‘ .
“..connected, and paid a pension from 1971 to. 1975. .. From- -
'". 1976 to the present, his 10% service connected compensation -
was the higher benefit payable. TIEFENTHALER's nervous
problem first appeared in 1962, . Service connection for
-this condition was denied since there was no evidence. that
it had beéen service incurred, nor’ was there any eV1dence
ofacontlnuty from dlscharge to date of omset, to.
”lf % This document b e v e disa oAl
o - dations mor conclusions of the FBI, :It
is the property of the FBI and is loaned
to your agency; it -and its contents are - -
not to be dlstrlbuted out51de your ageney. .

e f f-- %@7
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%" CHARLES R, “TIEFENTHALER

IjSecret SerV1ce (USSS) ,.. Boise, Idaho. advised. o
+ had been the- sub;ect of an. 1nvest1gat10n by : the USSS-as a nf:_‘m

;. letter directed. to‘Pre91dent CARTER . -
iy was -advised no: 1nvest1gation
|3t 1nto th:.e matter wae belng J.nitlated by the FBI.‘: LT

Tifresult ‘of. a threaten
Sine Deceﬁber, 1977, ©

L
P

On December 4 ‘1978 U.{ i

o A - o

tfeels this may’ have preclpltated the threat by

e . TIEFENTHALER against Senator CHURCH, ., gy
' On December 5 1978 the iacts of thlS matter Ly

were'ﬁade -known’-ta. the U 1 Attorney s Office, ‘Boise,

Idaho, and local lay enforcement offleials, Bolse, Idaho.‘.;i?if

The folloW1ng descrlptlon of TIEFENTHALER was

' obta:.ned from the reeords o:ﬁ the VA 0;£:E1ce, Bolse 2 Idah0°'

s Name:. %"  CHARLES R. "IEFENTHALER;.
Addrese _:,;3 Idaho \etegg ns Ho e,

Race

e ‘-\A'-w -LJ

SR, .-
4 ¢ Sidind

.ENTHALER "

P T e 01" Deceiber- 4 1978 E | Pk
- Senator FRANK CHURCH'S . offme Boise,- Idaho,  advised: they o]
;_";recelved a letter ~from . TIEFENTHALER during July, 1978 re-:f' )
,ﬁgiquestzng asslstance and intercession ‘of Mr. - CHURCH W1th’ e
‘~3.1the ~VA in'.an attempt to’ acquxre 100% servxce connected s
v disability..” This. letter'was mleplaced and -a letter »JQ‘Zjvmq,:_'
7 ‘goknowledging.receipt was mnot sémnt to TIEFENTHALER.nﬂ[:::].;f{J‘ g

T TR On.December 1Ly 1978 Vﬂ Benefit Counselor con-*ﬁ-wj o7
}wﬁxtacted TIEFENTHALER.to determlne the staté of income if};a?ysl.?u_w:-
©7: net ‘worth,. “During: 1nterV1ew, .TIEFENTHALER became; upset il
L very: 1rate, .-and said he was going- fo murder U, S,. Senator
j;?CHURCH Dlstrlct of-Idaho, and: others, perhaps a bunch
. of IT;:.18, and 19-year-olds. and throw their bodies.on. the
._4,ﬁsteps of the ‘State Capitol. - TIEFENTHALER ‘was. subsequently
‘intérviewed: ‘by: jVA Service Officer, during
» . which time-he broke down,. .cried, . ;and. expressed remorse =
}Ejfor ‘his statement concerning- Senator CHURCH.and. others.z;ﬁ:f,th“
“oIn view: ‘of ' TIEFENTHALER'S documented sychiatric . condition, .’
‘.-He has been adv1sed to deal only thh ]Yeterans.
:Serv1ce Offlcer; s At S ORI R fe it 3 Nl am
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Sex

 . ' s ? h“

@ ) 1',:' X I_“._ 5 ," D'”E_""a_:__‘eﬁ*of"ﬁ""ﬂ ha_@.wAng_u§ 3 24 924 . ; fl W +
DA T ‘1{ ““Place of - _Birth . Buste,QMon%iggfaﬁ' A P
P T fSBETﬁT“Séqnnlty ih A R S T
: “',Account ; ‘ﬁ£517-16-5355 8 i W B e

- Height- L R e e Sl

Weight -+
Halr-_*.‘? .
"Eyes.. . 7 ..
Scars-~ .
Cbmplexxon

¥

¥ v : .
L % "
ve % - 1 2

M&lltary SerV1ce‘U S,.Mar né

J;_VQ;' o Y T EFENTHALER® HAS. THREATENED U, .
% AND.HAS sEﬁyfEEzﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ“ﬁfﬁﬁﬁiﬁfﬁ?‘?ﬁﬁ“§dﬁfﬁﬁ§ﬁﬁﬁﬁia

162 pounds
‘Brown
Blu““
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FBI
Transmit in _ Via ___Airtel -
_ - _ _ [Typeinplaintext orcode) = S e e R et £ T _ (Precedence) =
. : 1/27/16
To: SAC, Albany PPeds]

From: Director, FBI

UNSURB aka

b6
b7cC

SENATOR FRANK CHURCH - VIG
CONGRESSMAN DALE MILFORD =%
EXTORTION:

CAS - THREATS

00: DALLAS

Re teletype to Legat Mexico City and SACs, Dallas, Seattle,
Milwaukee, and WFO from the Director 6/9/76.

For information of offices not receiving prior communications in
this case, captioned unsub has directed numerous threatening
communications to various members of Congress and other prominent
people. They appear to be copies of one basic document, complete with
photographs taken from a Mexican news release. '

(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

(This line for LEFT MARGIN.)

Dallas has been designated Office of Origin in this case, and all
| correspondence and investigation should be coordinated with that Division,

2 :All Offices

b6
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FBI/DOJ






