
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are

responsible for the declassification of MILLIONS of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


 

  

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
October 16, 2018 

 
 

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384  
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1399688-000 
Subject: COX, JAMES MIDDLETON 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Below you will find informational paragraphs relevant to your request.  
Please read each item carefully. 

 
Enclosed are 16 pages of previously processed documents and a copy of the Explanation of 

Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 
 
Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 

release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may 
request an additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number 
in your correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification 
that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do 
not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following web 
site:  https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be 
easily identified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

 
 
 
 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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Amertca.n people to make tt their buslnt>&s t.o 
combat crime ll.lld all the !ilthy, stultifying 
influen~s Which !o.ster crime." 

At the top o! his ust or tll.o8e influences 
Mr Hoo\fer put.l the "rotten polltic3'' which 
hM .sold organized crime tihe protection e!-

1 S8ntial to lt.l existen~. Next come6 thE 
croot~ lawyer, frequently with polltLca! con- . 
nectJona, who U!!es the k:n ov.: I !ldlre often i'alll- [ 
ed .t PuO~ expense to undo the taw he ha.5 , 
taken· oath tc defend, by i!Uppl.J1g o.rten~rs 
throlllh technical IJ>opholes 110 that they ma.y 
contlnue fO 'prey ~n wciety The un.scrup­
uloWI be.U bondsman is the third or an un­
holy trlo. 

Ouat tbelse influe~ and honest author-
lUes could much more rea(tily cope with 

· 'crime. TO that end the publlc;'l wet.pon is 
·~ . ~. When he relinquished hi.tl po15t 

u wety Qlrector o! Phil&.delphia some yearg 
qo, ~n. $medley Butler made this obBervfl.-

j tlon: ''The crlme situation w!ll not iiDJ?l'<rn! 
untU the people get ma.d enough to do oome­
thin~about it." Why don't w~? Bec11.use 

• t:ha.t arly U:I.OOO,OOO,OOO bJl~hlch ought 
to . the pocketbook n ve, i.e levied 
\nvWbly Let the coot at crtm pi\id bY 
a direct tax so called, and llOW I g woUld 
we put. up with it? 
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SEPI'EMB!R NINE'l'Eim Tlllf7I lfDI!• BIPEDITE AND SlJlJIIT REPORT ro BJRU1 ROT 

£-r LlTER TIWl AUGUST EIGHTH. 

cc Washington Field 

. ~------. 
• Mr 1 ~\"o il 

! '\J J l.k gJ,t. 

" l lllr E \ l ar•un __ 

' 
•r ! •~l ~ 

~ r.h " k' , • \ 
~ M~ II< ,,oJ , 

I 
!ol.r u.,.,._ ... __ 
;.1r Tr acy __ _ 

r '~ 1 .... 1;. o.1 , 

FE ffllbll ., , __ 

t 19 "'Q•1.4rrot 
urrm IF Ju'r't:E 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOM 

1-tUG 5 .... 7940 

TELETYPt 

IOOVBR 

1! -. 
Per ____ _ 

*' sn ..... 



t 
Cc;u::J: ~ 1)~~~ 

:;:g"'~ tt.Hl\1 C' ,..,,;•<;.<.t>Oo 

-~ :· .... t:S DE~...._;- .. ,.,· ... ":.~ J..,::.'" :; 

.lr --Lk.lLL~- -. ' _.::.:::;:.. 
~w-t,oud ·Thru operator 

Dayton, Ohio 
i'\.tllt! lcs --------

17 

19~ ,, ~-
1 n · 



' 
\ 

::05 

I·IUII ~.!!!l_.l~~III IJI'\h•lllrriiiiU!J'.~1 \,!(III ~Illl ll~}i llll~ H~'~l .'~'ftl~ ~m JI .UJ'Iiil!lll lll llllr ll,'llll+ IIHI 1•11111111 11 +lU I III II 111-1111111 111 11.111 11'1•11'1111111 1111111111 111111111 11 1 .-!+1111 U· I liB ______ Ia 

" ., ,_..,,;,·:;·.\· .:'J 

. .. 

1.: • . ,., 
... ~·. 
'' . . ,.-

';' JJ.:.• ,,., 
J .... t ;; :; 
t·_ .. C ,L."l .. \ 
J.\,, -

' -

: rct.rn~d !~o ~cla;~o~c call of~~ 
.. ~ .. o·- ,,.. .. ~., ,.. 'o "".r .... 0 > 1 / c:z •• _o_ •' :·a,..o .. , • •. .,, ~~ L:nn.,au .. . r.~ • 

t!T"I w.: anv ra~on L:J.'::~ !he ... ~raot.~ ohouldn '~ r;n 
o tho rboa~on t~dnapptn; C04a out t~ar~. 1 
1.1N tb• GolJ,rnoro thai thffrt hcu l1411n no fn4tootf on 

v o1 olatton o.,/ 'Cho ttdnopj)lllg atatuto, fn 01bcrr 
na tndtcatton O/ 1ntcratGia tron•por~tSon. 

cr Co: D~ttd At b1lt1Uid tharl ~· IUal 4 
ut ~ton e1a tha IIIODGA and chUd ~arr ••an In bnrott. 
I told l".tn tl'.~r' ~ no r.al con,tfl"l'I0'61cn O/ t!:ct a• 
,tar u I tnn; tft.at t'-31"1 ~n 1t onu'OhSn(l •u"'tGnttul 
to •lum tl&ct the ohU4 hod ben fakln tn tnt~J"I'tctt , 
trancpor1affcm ca btttng 'ttdi'IGpp~. 1 4dut•ed At• I 
170Uld loot In-to 'Ch• ao•tn-1 O~M "U&e tcrrtl;· •ad ..,..ftf 
11111 G lctt:n. 

'I 
!-- -;-, .. 

~·"' .. 
I ._ c - -

l i i'i()\ tl .~() 

V· •' '' l j A 1 t.. -·-··-. ./ 

l nY - ---./!:'~. --·------- --. 
'· 



144) • 

... 

LRP:IIC 
-!8-2211-12 

71·' ~ "-'l-1-/ 

RltCORD&J) 

K»!!JWCIUl lOR IJHJ ACrtiG .AB&J~.urJ' to !21 A'ftt,DJr GbiDW. 
Jtlr u'l'ftig r. KeapP!I 

1te1 UJIDCJrM 8UBTIC!S; H.o, ... u , •ortal c ... ,.,., 
A#eoolatlon; Veil rre.a 

the Ctaelanatt, Ohto, Pte1d DlYtatoa of tbla Ja••eu t• Ia 
reeet ;t or lnfoi"'Utloa \!let th• trtel or 1k'lft'·• GllbeJ't •'"~d 111• ea1oot•tu 

•• 

c-a -&be oh•rc•• o,.. ••11 ~nut ta the Feden.l Coun at Claole•tt, Obto, . 
ended OS •• ,. ro, 19M, ., wb.1ch $l:!l8 GUtt.n ... OOD.YlO\H afld eentenoed r)~ 
to lft"'N a tetm or ftfien 7een. S.Y•nl defen4Mtl, tncl .c11DI ODe 11-.41 1-d 
1\erDatelD, .. •r• •o~t Uecl. !'Tat ted Statee .DtetJ1.et Ju-• Jolla !!. t'NN"el ::i 
hal rd...S.ae4 th• 8peCltll ~-' 1• Cbal"C• or ~· ClaOID:tatl 1teld DlYlllOD or:; 
tbt• JQreau tb•t b.• eu1pe~t• •~•re •• J\Uf h&pena" la 'beb•~t o"" Bem· ~ 
•'•1•, du& t' the tact \hat the eYtdenc• .,.,Gat le·n•te!a ... ratber eoa- ~ 
ol'uat••· ;j 

0 
Judae Drurrel ·~•i ... tbet .. raa\ala baa e brotbe~ la CleYelaD41 

.,lllo, wlto t• rtoput.ed, 7 ._.l,tJ, and a Clwel•d attc-M., n~e4 Wela• •• 
'O'el«lt l'a C\aebuti tbJ'OUCll.ou.t t'b:e '"'"1• 'tllbl«* 't~atad tbrett weeta, elthoqta 
Bera1tela wee reprea~t.ed _, • Yer,r ~eDut.a,,e CtaelDnetl e\t· reer, ~orwe~ 
~*Pr•• Court :ud~,;e Poben Itt. GoJWu. 'lrel•,., b~ ..... r, dt4 DCt repreaeat 
hl'llat.e1D durtq tbe trhl. J'a4ttt~ Jlr-.tf>1"•1 ai!Ytred. tbal leta• haa • repu­
t.at.to• ~t tl•Ta'aQ4 •• a •ttxer.• ~. alao adYi•e4 ttst e au.b•r o~ t.be 
!u.ron ia t: la ce•e o•• to Ill• arter tbe trtat •De! lntoJ'I'IH th,..t tbq 
want.e4 tr e~~met Ben•te1a, wt t.lu't a jui'C"r ,,. the a•""• of 1[., ( pbonet.le 
e:)ellt•) '••' c! aut ~~.- hraatel•' a aoqut Ual ud. fttt\1 •ec1 t.~ ooaYtet aay 
cet•ndeDta ul••~ hl'llate~a ftl'e aet'".Jltted. 1aqe f'toutfel a4Ttaed h• 4eatre4 
th•t. tbla BuNn ·"•Jt• n ta-.eattptioa tc deter~~lae ••~•r , ... ,. ..... eDJ' 

.----~n.. !'t ~a'-"• oa b-"lalt ot 8eraateb to taapeP wt \h the jur"T ftud 11la(' -.t.et ·•r 
-~ ....... ......... .... A..._ .... 

- Oraltl ........ 

• •• aar brfbei'J or " juror oa 't,ual r c!' S.n.t.atela • 

;yd'-• Drutt•1 al~ adTt-.4 \hat be hi• heard • ru.or t~ the ef,..eet 
o•1"ea..tent l.t'rt~ ra OUbert ':>"14 1'1 1~00 to Attr rn., Ralpb DlcUk'-.. o1' 

Jn, Cb1o 9 111 rn •!frr\ 'o ~r.••~• hi~ lra4tet~eat e~4 e~aYi~tloa ie ttt1 
• 1u~«• ~~~el •'•ted thet BkllE~n t• 1a tb• •••• or~lee •ttb teo 
• I! Crawford, .tt• n • re"ss t 17 nll'"ed ltJ the Y Helcleat • • Ua1 tee! Kot•• 

Mr.ha••o~h 
• a..~.. rn.., f(lf' the Sout!'.era Dl•,rtet or Ohto, 1\Dd fl-:eol"d~!Uii tr 1'4fftP•II•I' 

tfia etet'ea. t:.J'1fl"'f"el'd'l ncu ... 1ent '' \he ~-a'• lan ••· 1ud•• Ort11'1"e~ • ..... ••• o;; 

cut n4 \t•t'\ !'ft Urea atld Cl'llwf'oJ'd •re beth rrtnd• or rr.aele Ceaa•, llbo Jlr, ... ,. ., 
»to..,.. .... .. !.,S :,nr ..... l,.r.ed •• 111l1 ted St•teo .At\c'rDeJ rcr tbe 8cuttt•n Dlatl"ln etf" 
~ :t~•· t"bt • ..:JA e· eo pot.nt•d out. that u J D41oveot .... %'etune4 ln tbh caN 
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!!!get not •ortr.n OUbert ~mel h ls esf1oa1atea b1 tc.e 1 ~38 "l'er« pf' tee Feeel"tll 
Gr~nd ~ury 1' ~yt0n, 0hio, and that this tndtet~ent ~• raulty, f'or which 
reftenn he tneteted oa a n~• tndtctm~nt prior tc the tr1el or tbe case. 

Judge Drurfel also ad•t•ed tbet be un4or•t~~~~ 1er.~• ~. Coz, 
fort er GoY<emor r"f' Cb1o !lnCi f•)!'ller .O.Ocntte nomlnee for ?resident of the 
Unt"ted State•, 1s tn -roaeoestou ot' taformeUoa to the af!'eot that ~ort.oa 
Qtlbert pet4 elf,OOO t~ Attorney Ralph Sk11ken to preYen~ h1J ' n4lct~ent aa4 
ccn•tettoa tn tht. c~o•. and 'l.·r. ro:r: lnte:u~e to bring tbla ,,athr te the 
~tte~ttoa of :enator Aetturat, Chairmen of the Judi~l•ry Comr.lttee of the 
~enate, la ~ fUrther err~rt to block eonftrmntion or Crawtord'8 eppointaent. 

Yor rour ~rther lnforu~tton, Morton Gilbert informed a Special 
~~ent ot thta SJreftU the~ h~ 11 in pcaaeesion 0# tn~Cl"~ntlon ~~ Y81Ue to 
the 0oYe~~tnt, Wblah he wi'l ~vrn1•b in ~D 6ff, rt t~ Aid bi•Ge1f. fn Yi.W 
or Gtlbtirt's reput~tion. two 5?ao1sl A«enta ~ateTT1•wed h1a lD the Coun'y 

~ ;!~ j"' Clnctnnatl 1 .. d •d•i •; ;u ~~ ~bol "" bor.&al a """I ' h •• • • .. •• II 

lii dl8edh3d tni Pintter w\01 awn .. u Yt fomerly with tl:le Dt?h"ion ot 
~tte11rtt1u of the Stete of Cblo, ttn.d fts re,..erre4 by Judy to AttcT'Dey Ralph 
fhi.lken. Ot1 bert 1 ndlei!'ted that in hls ccnferenae wl th SkUken, bl! .,. ... 
\nr<'mf"d t'h~tt f r e tee of tl-:>,()00 h~, ~k1, :.::~·n, •">uld guLn•o.ntee GUbert that 
Rn tn41nt· ent ~uld Dot be returned. Gi~bert stated that be pa1d Skilken 
t'I,OtJO M(! ptnre hta unde.ted eh9e·<a tor t:1e add1 Uoaal ~.ooo. Sk:ll!c:•n ln­
ferr• ng taat ht~ could tttke e~re of the cu~ throWl")l United f:tatee Attnrney 
Canny, ·~ ao referring t , • hiM u •the bcaa.• Gllbert. b.o••••r• ne 1DcUote4 
by • Ieder. Grand .iury 1a C ctober, 1 ~~. fin~ b .. stated. be \hen "1'1liaed so 
~uch i'ell with Bk'U.ken• tbet Sk1lken :returnee! U,OOO ~hrMugh Judy. Gil bert 
w:l!• t.nr~r-od 'by $ttlk!!!D that tne resson tor th.e tndict~ent wae that Jf't"'t~~B P. 
(',..,Tt\ 1 t.~nd, 1'1rat Aeah"hnt Unit~ ~tate• Att<"'rney Pt C'tno1:-&nt-t1, wb~ h.~e 
b~en Aot1D.f rtntted f?t«~t•'• Attc rtey etnee the l"'ft81(0ld1on c-.r Vr. Caa.ny, 
!arced t'-~roupo)l tt1e i: dlet··ont tUHl t r .. Carmy w1u!l ttn"lb1e tc- d( enythl~ wt th 
C1,..,.e1end. 

Gilbert did 11ot lrlentltn th& name of I eo Cal •t.n Crawford at an)' 
tlr.• d'lr1 0(\ the tnterYtew l!'tnd wma llC't quenton~ erneernlng cn~r'}rd. 

Oilb~rt t'·~rnhhe~ r;uY' CIHlC•11ect ch..,e:c., p~yabl• tc ~elph Slttlka, 
t·t~''1n~ t?,ooo, ell o~ Wb1eb were depoetted ln t~• Third N~ttonal Bank 
~~'>"'"- 't!'\at Coapey, Deyton, 0' 1o. 

"ll th referen" t{• 'eo CelYlD Cl"ft•"'ord, 1 t .. '!., D<'t ed tha' the 
~(•~k• wer~ et~ tc ~11Een 1on~ ber~r~ the r••i«n&tlon o~ ~r. c~any. and 
t' e efnre before Cr~wtord ~a under e~~aide~tt~a r~r appotnw,ent s• trn1t .. 
Stetee At tc,rney. 
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Judge Drarte1 adTtae4 tb• Speotal A&ent in Char«• at C1actnnat1 
on 'May ~tL 193i, that the Gran4 J'ury la beln« recalled ln order \ <l hnr 
od" tttonal \aet~ny ill ooueetlOA wt. \b tbta esse , and tt ta probable 
that a auaber of a4dt\1onel tn41T14uela will be tn4teted in ooaneetion 
"1tl:t the cperatloll of the A.I'UnatC"D ~eorlal Cettetery, Olle or tbe OJ'8anl• 
sattona operated bJ )forl~n Glll,en.. In the opere'Uoa o f tbta c.,...etelT 
aaaoc1et1on, Gilbert waa ~eaooia\ed With ••~eral proai~eot Pepubliean 
pollttctana at Clnctanat1, aDd 1ud¥• DTurrel 1ndtoated the poab1bll1ty that 
tbelt ~en • t«bt be 1ndtete4. 

P.. e al eo ·-otllted out that if Leo Ca t ~\n Crawford ta oonflnt.ed aa 
~ited State• Attorney. aD aabarraaslns ettuat loa atgbt reault 111 Ttew ot 
the a~ney atle~e4ty ?Ald b1 ~ort~a Gtlber1 \o Ral ph Skllken who has been 
oancoieted ~tb Crawford. 

The .aboTe t'aet• are be1n,.; referred to you f:>.r 7011r 1ntomettc-n1 

and 1 t le re1uea~ecl ~t\.t ynu at:lTiee tlbethet" arJ1 tnTeattsetloa llhou14 'be 
1 a•~ttuted by th1• lureau. 

'fe17 truly youn, 

J'OhD lqar llcoTR 
Direotor 
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r.cSeral Bureau ot Inveatigation ~~to.,-., 25 l~r~ .. 
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HOfDILL IIEIIOIUAL CDftiRJ ASS 11,, / ),) ~ 
lfliL 1ftAUD. - . . ~-- ::J -,...:- ,. 

Dear Sirt 

Reference ia JUde to letter trca thia ot.tice dated 
April 281 1939, under the aboft oaptiOD1 Bureau .tlle #36-2241. 

I wiab to advin that the trial ot II>RTON GILBIR! 
and bis ueooiatea on chare•• or Jfall rraud in the Federal 
c-rt at 01noinnat1, Ohio, ended on Saturclay, Way 20, 1939, 
at -.hich tiM GILBERT was oonrloted and Mntenc.cl to aer'f'e 
titteen reara. Several detendanta, including one naaed 
BIR!fm'EII wre aaquitted. The United Statea District .Judge, 
JOHII R. DRUFPKL, baa &dviaed • that the widenoe againet 
Bernatein •• atrong enough eo that he teela Bernatein ahould 
h&Ye been convicted and he auapecta that there waa lOBe Jur,r 
t.upering in behalf ot Bematein. He adTiMa that Bamatein 
hu a brother at Clweland, Ohio, who 1a rePQtedlf walth:,y, 
and that a Cleveland Attorney b7 the nue or WEISS •• preaent 
1n Cincinnati, throughout thie trial which laated three weeka 
although Bemate1n waa repreaeated by a ver.r repu.table Cincinnati 
AttoJ'M1 1 toraer Supreae Court .Judi•, ltOBD! I. OORIWI and WEISS 
did not repreaent BIRJSTID durillf the trial. He advises that 
lfeiaa h&a a reputation at Cleveland aa a •fixer•. hdge DJnJl'ti'EL 
also adTiaee ae that a nuaber o.t the juror• in thil caae caae 
to bia atter the trial and adT1Nd hill that they wanted to 
conYict hrnatein, ba.t that a juror b7 the naae of liT (phonetic 
epelling) held out .tor the &OCI'littal o.t Bematein and retuaecl to 
oonY1ct &n7 defeDdant• unl••• Bern•t•1n were acquitted. Judge 
DRUFI'IL aclTiaed that he would like to ban an inTeatigation 
aade to detenli.ne whether there waa &lfT effort aade on behalf 
ot Bemetein to tamper with thia jury or whether there was a.n;y 
briber;r or a juror on behalf of Bematein. 

,.o; .. 
,j 
' 

. ,• 
.c. 

---



lat UJDO. SUBJECTSJ 
~PEWitT, MEJCOTUAL Clmu'!' ASS 11 • 

.rw:tce DRUIIIL wo MTiaecl • tbat he hu heard a 
ruor to the etteot that JEn'(3 OILURf paid 17,000.00 to Attorney 
ltALPR SliLDI of Dqton, Ohio, in an ettort to prevent hie 1ndiot­
unt and oonvioti011 1D thia ca•1• a. adTieed that SIILDW 1a 1n 
the .... ottice with LKO CAL~W?ORD~ who baa recently been 
naaed bJ the Pre•idelitiilfirl.ted state•~ Attomq tor tbe southern 
Dbtriot ot Ohio. Aocol"din« to newapaper diepatobee CltA.Wl'ORD'• 
JWM ae eent to the Senate laat wek. He waa inveeti~ted a• a 
Departaental Applioant under Cincinnati tile 1'77-166. JUdge 
DRUF'FIL adYilel that SKILIII and. CRAWPORD are both triende ot 
n.A.JfCIS CADY, no reeentll' resigned u United State• At.t.om.,-
ror tbl ScNthern Diatrict ot Ohio. Judp DRU FFIL aleo pointed out 
that an indictment. •• returmd in th11 cue a,aiut MORTON GILBER! 
and his aaaociatee b)" the 1938 term of the Federal Orand Jury at 
Dayton, Ohio, and that thi• incliotment wa• faulty, tor which rea•on 
be 1n•i•ted on a nn indictaent prior to the trial of this caM. 

Ju<lp DRJ Fm. alao advieed me that he underatande .JAWS 11. 

j «j2!, ForMr GoYernor of Ohio, and fomer n .. ooratic noain" tor 
Pre•ic:tent of tbl Unitfld stat.•, ia in poaee••ion ot intorution to 
the effect that lORTON GILBEil! paid 112,000.00 to Attorn.,- Rli.PM 
SIILID to prevent indictment and conrlction in this ca•e and 
that Vr. (lox intenda to bring thia utter to the attention ot Senator 
.ASHURST, Chairman of the J\tdiciaey COUlittee of tbe Senate 1n a 
further errort to block confii'IUltion of CRAWFORD'• appointment. 

I also wbh to adviH that .:>RI'ON GILB!Rr hae 1nlol'11ed an 
Agent or this ottice that he t. in poaee•aion of intor.ation of value 
to the Oovern~~~nt 111hich he 1f0Uld !'umieh in an effort to aid hia•elt. 
In view ot Gilbert 1 • reputation I bad Special '-ent L. ALP'RID 
OBEJSHAIW and Special ipnt (1) LISLII I. WRPII1' both pre1ent at 
the interrlew w1 th hia in the County Jail in Cincinnati, and 

adviled tie oould n t uke bar ain with ha. 

b3 he diacuan he aa er 
e y a on or Securities o! the state ot Ohio, and that 

JI.JDt referred hia to Attorn.,- IALPH SKILUI at Da:rt-011, Ohio. He 
•tate• that he then conternd with SIILDJ and was intoNed by 
SXILXEN that for a tee of 110,000.00 be would guarantee that 

-2-
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.Re 1 UIDOW SUBJECrS J 
IOPPILL IIKIEORIAL CinTERY ASS 'N. 

OlLBDr would not. be indicted. GILBERt adrteed that he paid 
SIILDN 17,000.00 and raft bill undated ohecka tor the additional 
IJ,ooo.oo. GILBill'l .tatec:t that SIILDI 1D.ferred that he could 
take care ot tbie utter throu8h Vr. CliNT, &l_,..a referring to 
hill ae •the boea•. GILBERt', howe"Yer, •• indicted b7 the r'ederal 
Grand hry 1n Ootober 1 1938, and he atatea that be then "raieed. 
ao aob Hell with Skilken" that snLIII retv.m.t to b1a $2,000.00 
through .rout. QILBD!' atated that SIILID told h1a the reaeon he 
wae e"Yentual:cy indicted wae that Mr. JAVES H. CLSVELAID, Firat 
Aeaiatant United Statee Attorney at Cincinnati, who haa been 
Acting United Statea Attome;r einoe the reeign&tion of Vr. C.llfn' 
toroed thr~gh the indict .. nt and that wr. CAJIJfJ could not do &nTf.hinl 
with Kr. CLEVELAND. 

lORTON GlLBilft' did not Mntion the name ot LEO CALVIH 
CRA'OORD at ~ time during the interview and he •e not questioned 
with re~ot to Crawford. 

IIORTON OIL.BB!lT turnuhed this office with tour cancelled 
cbeoke, pqable to RALPH S'KILDW in the following date• and 
aaounte, 

10-13-)7 
10-2o-37 
ll-24-37 
1~13-'f/ 

$ 500.00 
soo.oo 

s,ooo.oo 
1,ooo.oo 

All checks wre deposited b7 SKILDlf in the Third Rational 
Bank and Trust ec.p&D1', Dqton, Ohio. 

So tar u• LEO CALVIN ctu.wroRD ia eonoemed it ehould be 
noted that these obecu 'ftH paid to SKILDM long before the reeia'­
:nation ot llr. CAMNY and therefore before CRA...,ORD ws under consideration 
tor appoint.aent &a United States .lttorn.,.. 

'fhia letter will confim telephonic Ccrt"Yereation with 
llr. 1. A. T.lll( of the Bareau on this date. The Cincinnati Office 
will ub no 1nwet1iation either with respect to the Jurr which 
aat at the recent trial or with respect to tbe ~ayaents made b.1 
JOR'l'ON JJ:LBERr t.c Attorney SKILliN, unless the l:tureau eo directs. 

Very truly your a, 

B. D. HARRIS, 
Spe cial .lgent 1n Charge • 

- -
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~YTON OHIO MAY 11 1936 

HON HOMER CUMr4JIDS 
DEPT OF JUSTICE 

/ 
MY DEAR HOMER ONE OF OUR BEST COMMUNITY GROUPS.J2. ANXIOUS TO HAVE G MAN 

J EDG~OOVER ADDRESS h VERY UNUSUAL MEETING HERE STOP THEY HAVE 

ARRM~GED THROUGH OUR RADIO STATION FOR b NATION WIDE BROADCAST STOP IT 

SEEMS TO 11E JUST AT THIS PARTICULAR TroAE IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL STOP I ~-) 

WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH IF HE WERE TO COME STOP ~E CAN SELECT THE DATE 

STOP KIND REGARDS h.ND CONGRATULATIONS ON LAST WEEKS CLEAN UP 

JAMES M~OX 

The A. G. routed the above wire to the 
Director with a handwritten notation 
"What? HSC". 
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»n. Robert o. Huches 
?residct. 
~·· c~ ot the Dayton 

ec..mity Chest 
22S North .Jel!eno.n street 
Dayt.an, Jh :'...o 

'nlank you eo alXlb tar your kiDd. letter or June 
25a l9JS, utmcU..ng .. a ywy oer~ invitation to 
p&!'tieipat. 1n the CitiHne Ml!are Corrrention whie.h 18 
to i .e held at ~' •.)hio. on S~taaber Z7tb and 2Stb, 
19)8. 

I -.s Yerf Mach intsr.-t.d to hear the d.etaiu 
or the ~ wbloh )"OU are p~ Cl£1 r aa 8U'I"e that 
it will aceo.-pilllb DlBCb to ~~ be!ore the cit1Mnry 
or your c..unity an und...-tand.ing o! the aetirlt.iN of 
the nrioUII aeenc!MI participatine in tho gathering. 
Aa you know, I would certa1n1;r enjoy the opport'Wlity of 
diacuuin.t; ... ot ov probl.-e nth tho delegate. to 
yoor cOI!Wention and l baft cheoQd 11f1 coraait.mt.a .,...,. 
care1U.lly to ... whether it woul.U b.- poe•ible t.o rt.it 
Dayton at that t.U... ~~Per, 1 re,:ret to auvi.ae th11t 
!14 rrior ·~t.e .00 t.ne pr .. u:re or ortid.al 1ll.ltiea 
daril'IE: the cc..d.ng tall eeason will nat pez"!!it me to 0e 
wi tl'l. you. 

l f you • de&ire and wi.ll ~te tdth u, 
i will be .,~ happy indeed to deei,:-rnate •nother rspre­
IJWta t1 ?8 or the Bar-.au to talk to the delega t¥ on 
!:-eptenber 27th or .2eth. 

SiM!ply pw;~. 

COMM U N IC ~1 \0~ S S£.C110!\ 
M " 

1 
L E •1, Zdgar HooTer 

JU N ·~ 7 \938 liR MAIL 
~PECIAL D!ij.ryERY, 

~c-cincinna t1 
;\1 .! - l • ( ~ 

\ 

·, ; r 1 ::.-~ 

~ J 
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June 25, 1938 K: - v 

Mr. John Rdga~oover 
U. S. Department Of Justice Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On Tuesday and Wednesday of Septembe~?th and 28th, 
We are conducting in DaYton a locaiTCITIZ~NS W LlAR 

/ CONV~NTIOI for the purpose of giving the average 
citizen a fundamental understanding of why social 
agencies exist. We are trying to make the point 
that what affects an individual in the community 
affects the whole community -- • that we are one 
of another." 

This convention is considered a unique educational 
experiment. Uore than lSO orc~nizations in the city 
arA sending delegatee with the understanding that 
these delegatee will c~rry a resume of the convention 
proceedings back to their October meetings. There­
fore, whatever we can accomplish in the convention 
will eventually spread to the entire community. 

All of which is preliminary to asking you if you 
will do Dayton the tremendous honor of participatin& 
in the speaking program of our convention. You will 
probably recall that we extended you an invitation 
a year or so ago through former Governor James Ue Cox. 
At the time you could not accept but you indicated 
that you might favor Dayton at a later time. 

We cannot be€in to tell you how favored we would be 
by an ecceptanae. ln~smuch as this is the only local 
Citizens Welfare Convention attemptPd to date, we do 
not believe you would be subjectin~ yourself to a 
precedent by accepting our invitation. 

Will you be good enough to let us hear from you at 
an early date? Please do not say no. We like to get 
our men, even as Shirley Tt~mPA,.....Uoe-•.- · -i-el"i&'l1el,., we 
are eager for your acceptanc,y :_ 9J/ /. ___ 7_) t~j__....;:;3~-

. ( 

RECORD~ Sin;~rely your-W,:,r :,~\ii:STIGATiu: 

IND:XE~'~(;1M, 
Mrs. Rob..,~~ t --~R~~te s, :, ~~ 
Presid•nt~- - :>At~ ~ 

i -~~0?:..-- ~ I ' -

! t),v ?' ( :~~=---
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